Misguided Zeal
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Galatians 1:13-14

13For you have heard of my former life in
Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God
violently and tried to destroy it. 1* And | was
advancing In Judaism beyond many of my
own age among my people, so extremely
zealous was | for the traditions of my fathers.




Misguided zeal can blind people from
the truth



Romans 9:30-10:4

30\What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who
did not pursue righteousness have attained It,
that is, a righteousness that is by faith; 3! but
that Israel who pursued a law that would lead
to righteousness did not succeed In reaching
that law. 32 Why? Because they did not pursue
It by faith, but as If it were based on works.
They have stumbled over the stumbling
stone,



Romans 9:30-10:4

33 as it is written, “Behold, I am laying in
Zion a stone of stumbling, and a rock of
offense; and whoever believes in him will not
be put to shame.” Brothers, my heart's desire
and prayer to God for them Is that they may
be saved. 2 For | bear them witness that they
have a zeal for God, but not according to
knowledge.



Romans 9:30-10:4

3For, being ignorant of the righteousness of
God, and seeking to establish their own, they
did not submit to God's righteousness. 4 For
Christ 1s the end of the law for righteousness
to everyone who believes.



People with misguided zeal are our
opponents, not our enemies



Romans 10:2-4

2For | bear them witness that they have a zeal
for God, but not according to knowledge.
3For, being ignorant of the righteousness of
God, and seeking to establish their own, they
did not submit to God's righteousness. # For
Christ 1s the end of the law for righteousness
to everyone who believes.



Philippians 3:3-11

3For we are the circumcision, who worship
by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus
and put no confidence in the flesh— “4though
| myself have reason for confidence in the
flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason
for confidence In the flesh, | have more:

> circumcised on the eighth day, of the people
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew
of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;



Philippians 3:3-11

5as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless. / But
whatever gain | had, | counted as loss for the
sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, | count everything as
loss because of the surpassing worth of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake |
have suffered the loss of all things and count
them as rubbish,




Philippians 3:3-11

in order that I may gain Christ ® and be found
In him, not having a righteousness of my own
that comes from the law, but that which comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from
God that depends on faith— °that | may
know him and the power of his resurrection,
and may share his sufferings, becoming like
him in his death, ! that by any means possible
| may attain the resurrection from the dead.




All misguided zeal is worthless
compared to knowing Christ
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