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The epistle to the Romans is one of the most widely studied and widely taught books of the Bible, 

and its themes and teachings cover many significant ideas.  The apostle Paul writes about topics 

ranging from grace and faith to sin and judgment, and he also shows us many of the connections 

between all of these topics.  

 

Introduction & Background 

 

From the beginning, Paul reminds us that God himself is the source of grace, peace, truth, and 

much more; and that Jesus is our cornerstone.  As Romans explains many of the aspects of the 

gospel, Paul wants us to understand that the message of Jesus is not a set of arbitrary rules, for its 

teachings are based on God's nature and his desire for us to turn to Jesus so we can be with him. 

When Paul wrote his letter to the Roman believers, he hoped to visit Rome soon.  Romans was 

written in approximately AD 56 or AD 57, while Paul was in Corinth, towards the end of his 

third missionary journey.  (There is also an irony in the way that Paul's plans actually worked 

out.) 

The church in Rome was composed of both Jews and Gentiles, and had members from many 

levels of Roman society.  It had started with believers who had learned about Jesus elsewhere, 

likely those who had been in Jerusalem at Pentecost (see Acts 2:10).  The church then simply 

grew as they were joined by other believers who moved to Rome, along with people in Rome 

who heard about the hope and compassion in the message of Jesus, and also became believers. 

Called To Belong To Jesus (Overview Of Romans) 

There are many ideas in Romans, so this will be just a simplified outline of the main ideas.  The 

epistle begins with a discussion of God's universal call for us to come to him through Jesus, the 

contrast between God's righteousness and human attempts at righteousness, and why following 

the law in itself cannot make us righteous (Romans 1 & 2).  Then, the apostle explains that all of 

us need God's forgiveness and grace, which can be received through faith in Jesus (Romans 3). 

 

Next, using Abraham as an example, Paul explains the idea of righteousness through faith 

(Romans 4).  In the next two chapters (Romans 5 & 6), we read about our need for a spiritual 

rebirth, and the blessings that come from this.  Next, the writer discusses the struggle between 

our weakness to sin and our desire to know God, and he explains why the law does not help us 

overcome this, while through Jesus the Spirit of God gives us new life (Romans 7 & 8). 

 

Though the following three chapters (Romans 9-11) focus in part on the Israelites and their need 

for Jesus, they also discuss several matters that are significant for us all.  The main focus in the 

next two chapters (Romans 12 & 13) is on the transformation God wants to bring about in each 

of us, while we are again reminded that this cannot happen without us understanding and 

accepting God's grace.  Finally, Paul discusses our personal differences with one another, with 

some thoughts on handling them, and then finishes with closing thoughts and personal greetings 

(Romans 14-16). 

 

There are many worthwhile things we can learn from the book of Romans, and the overall 

message of salvation and eternal life through Jesus is timeless. 
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 Romans is the first of many letters of the Apostle Paul in our Bibles. While he doesn't 

sign any with dates, scholars do believe this is an earlier letter of his based on the content and 

implications. Romans has often been seen as one of Paul's greatest contributions to theology, as 

grace and the Holy Spirit are given a lot of prominence in this letter.  

 The Roman church was divided ethnically by Jews and Gentiles, in part because Jews 

were banished from Rome for a while by the Roman Caesar, then allowed back. This posed a 

complicated problem for the church in Rome, where Jews and Gentiles lived and acted 

differently because of the law of Moses, but they both believed in Jesus. Paul dedicates a 

significant portion of Romans talking about why the Law of Moses is insufficient because of 

Jesus, and why Jesus makes the law of Moses unnecessary for Gentiles.   

 Romans also challenges Christians, both then and now, to see God's greatness. He is 

creator, redeemer, but more poignant to Romans, He is Master. God gets to do what God wants 

to do, because God is God. But God has proven his greatness, his power, beyond any doubt, so 

this trust is not a bad thing. If anything, it's relieving. We trust God's plan. 

 The Spirit is part of the reason we trust God. The Spirit gives live, transforms us, and 

gives gifts to all believers. While not all believers have the same gifts, all believers share the 

same Holy Spirit. This Spirit causes Christians to live different from the world. We don't judge 

each other like the world judges, nor do we cause one another to stumble, insisting on our own 

way. We lovingly care for each other.  

 The "each other" nature is highlighted particularly in the final chapter of Romans, where 

Paul talks about so many people he's connected to. The church is intricately connected, not just 

within the local church, but with other believers across the world. Many scholars believe Paul 

had not even been to Rome at this point! Yet he writes with connection and authority.  

 The point of reading Romans today is to be transformed into a more Christ like life. You 

will find a greater understanding of God and his Spirit, as well as bask in the appreciation of the 

vast amount of grace we receive. Most importantly, reading Romans today helps us focus on 

Christ and live his life of love toward others. We are not in this faith for selfish purposes, but for 

our love of God and love towards others because God loves us and loves others.  


