SPECIAL SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE
The Cleveland Avenue Church of Christ

Hovember 28, 1985

E9ith Stobbas It ls préviously beea announced this is a special service., By the word
special we are not thinking of sensationale You who are here this evening, as visiters
for the Pirst timg, we in no way, want to gpologizs for the special serviee, but

rather to call attention to the fact that this is not an ordinary evening worghip service
that we normelly conducts The service will be different, but it will be most important.
As hearers, each of you have a grave responsibility to listen very cerefully. You

have this responsibility of listening cerefully that you might know the facts and not
assume the faobs. You have the responsidility of listening that you might be optimistie
and that you might know:the reasocns and not be oritical for the assumption of the growth
of the church at Cleveland Avenue. These words ere said to call our attention to the
btremendous importance of doing things decently and in order, and that we might, in reality, .
bring before the congregation information that will make Clsveland Avenue a growing
congregation because she is an informed congragation. :

Speakers this evening will be Brother Fenn, Brother Watts, Brother Bstep, Brother Flanmnery
‘and myself in thig order, After I have spoken, we will have an invitation song, the
Cogmnion for those who have not beenshle to be hers this moraing, and then & lights-ocut
_.devotlonal if these men den'ttalk too longe These men will spesk on various subjects,
They do not have sny dlstinect one that they will talk sbout, but all ralating to the
future of Cleveland Avenue and mainly and direetly im relation to the building program

at Northlands At this time, I pregent these men im this order. They wi 11 announce

thelr subjects and their ideas of discussion and present them aeg they fe9l they should--
Brother Fean. '

Brother Bverett Femn: I am trying to bring you something this evening, we hope that

will be edusational to most of you inasmuch as very few now meeting at this place were

here at the start of Cle veland Avenus. As best I could figure we've got approximately
twelve families that were here with us in the beginnings I may be over or I may be under.
Some have gone on to their reward, ond others have moved out of town, to other congregations
within the city or surrounding areas., This congrsgation at Cleveland Avenue, of course,

was not here in the beginning.

During the Second World Wer, I asme back to Columbus to work in Foebruary of '42, moved
back the first of July in '42, and later om you know, we were stuck with the gagoline-
rationing problem. Some were able %o get all the gssoline they wanted end others wers
Just merely able to get snough gas most of the time Yo get to the store. I remember
when I used %o make trips down home once or twiee maybe in a three-or-four-month psriod.
I would have to save those stamps for quits = period in order to buy enough gas to go
down home. OF course, I was lucky, I had some friends down there that I was able to got
back. '

But anyways, this congregation, the outset of it, was during gasoline rationing of World
War Il. The brethern living in the Linden area met at 28 B, Seventh Avenue. Later on

we talked with the slders down thers régarding sbtarting a church in the linden Aren.
Twonty-three years ago todsy, being the last Sunday in November, the first service of
Cleveleand Avenus was at the corner of Hudson aad Cleveland, the number being 2293.

Of course, the date at that time on the last Sunday was November 29, which is tomorrow,

in 1942. This congregation head a small start under the direct lesdership of the late
Brother Rey Elerieck. The first soxmon at that time was delivered by Brother Leslie Ward
of Seventh Avenue. About fifty persons attendsd the first ssrvics and the sontribution
was §38.35. It was deeided te set aside as of July 1, 1943, in the building fund--$150.00
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Brother Elerick was working st a seoular job and preaching for us on Sundays until -
Jenuary 6, 1944, when he felt that he wentsd to do full~time work. At that time,

we were unable to get enough support for him to stay with us and he went olsewhere
preaching. Seventh Avenue sent us speskers from time to time up wuntil later on in
the summer of 1944, Brother Carl Findley, who now preaches for the Whitehall congre-
gation, lecoated with us during the summer of 1944--spoke to us on Sunday end did
saculer work through the week.

November 1944 Business Mesting with much discussion took place relative to the welfare
snd betterment of the church. Wo staerted looking for & lot someplace for the building,
In April of 1945, Brother John Gaskalla was given psrmission to purchase thess lots,
being Lot No. 22 snd 23, which the church sets on both lots vwhich was leter trinsferrsd
to the church after trustees were sppointed in August of 1945, 1In May of 1946, this
oongrogetion was forced to vacats the bullding at 2293 ClevelandAvenue, Ve went up

in the old Amsriecan Legion’' Hall vhich is now gone, in back of the Shell Station betwsen
that and where the Ohic Nationsl Benk is at the corner of Weber and Cleveland, We met
thers until June of 1847. Much against our wishes, of course, to meet there that long
en account of condibions thet we had te meet under. We would have to go into the
building = half hour or better befors services end open the windows end doors in order
to stend it in there before the services. ‘

So ebout June 1946, plans wers under way %o stert this building--the basement part of it.
The first service was hLeld in the basement part of this building in June 1, 1947, which
would be the first Sunday in Jun€. Bro. Carl Findley continued working with this
congregation until October, 19047. At that time, Brother Reymond Norris of Mt. Vernen,
Ohio, worked with us for the mext two years. Then our membership st that time was -
approximetely ninety to one-hundred. In late 1951, talks and plans were being made to
ereot the auditorium on top of this basement, The work was, of ocourse, started in the
summer of 19562. Llany ofyou at that time will know what we were up egainst because

many of you spent until midnight most every night working on this building. The building
was completed in the Fallof 152, when the ‘first service was held, I believe, the first
Sunday in October of 19568. However, 1 didn't have any way of checking this for sure,

Under this building progrsm when the auditorium was built, Brother Harold Hill was working
with us at that time, In Ocbtober 1952, Brother Horace Taylor ceme and worked with us one
yeare. Then during 1953, Brother Harold Stanley ceme to us from Athems, Ohio, and wo rked
through until the last of May, 1958. During this time, Brother Stanley was here, we

assisbed tho comgregatlion at Tiffin in building thelr basement, furnished with a preacher

and then furnished them speakers two or three times a month for approximately three years
thereafter. Then Brother Stanley left the last of Mey, 1968, Brother David lyers, who is now
at Westerville, cams to us in July, 1958, and worked with us. Much growth wes mcoomplished

- over these yoars. 1t was slow growth but we hops it was stemdy and we hope it was lasting
growth, y ‘ -

r

And during this time, Brother Myers wes with us, of course you know, we bought loks in April
- of 1962 in VWesterville wherse the congregation of Westerville is now located at Spring Road.
At that time, we paid $6000.00, for the thres acres or better of lots. Plans and oontracts
with the Payden Construction Company was given in August end they started the huilding
around the first of September. Than we released Brother Myers the last Sunday in Janusry of
1963, at which time ths first service was held in the westerville Building. Cle veland Avenue
supported Brother Mysrs full time the first yoear, The brethern at Westerville sccomplished &
lot. Thoy meds the payments on the loan, and now they are down to whare we sre supporting
them to the extont of ons~hundred dollars auonth.

In July of 1988, Brother Stotte moved here from Ashtabulyg . vwhere he labored there with the
brethern for ehout sight yesrs. Wo feel at the present time that this congregation has much
potential and growth with the sgsistsnce of Brother Stotis and each one of us werking
together in harmeny that we cen accomplish & lot more in the next years then we have in the
past, However, I might say this--that in the future, of oourse. each vear wa =he11 +rv +n
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work harder, grow a littls more in the Lord's Vineyard be sble to do more.

Then in April of 1964 we purchased about slx acres of ground at 4881 Cleveland Avenue, Which
has & house, -for ths emount of $35,000.00, for which brethern loaned more than $10,000. 00, -
in May of 1964, At present time, we hed an “indebtedness ss of January lst, of $39,017.99.

" Additional $3000. 00, was loaned in 1964, which made $42,017,99. We peaid. on this loan in the
amount of $12,825.00, during 1964, up through, October 31. The balance as of December 1, will
be $29,192.99., I have s statement partially prepersd which I didn't get completed, which T

wes going to have for this evening. But inasmuch as the time is slipping awey, I will
leave the future to’ the next ones, : ' ’ e g

Brother Melvin Watts: It was interesting to hear Brother Fenn go back to the begihning end
to coms to the future of the present day. Now the little item that I have is flgurative and
& running graph, which Bro. Femn just gave you the complete figures which I have on a board
that will be to your right in the future, This you oan see in red is the debt that we
sterted with when we purchased the lend. At the present time this is vhat we owe, with the
purchase of the land and the loan on our hend at this moment. As each month goes by, the
money that we add to the debt, and to the savings of escrow, the future plenning will be
shown each month and each one will have the privilege of looking to the right and knowing
what we give, what we pay on our debt, and as each figure goes down the running greph

will go up which should be right there at this month. And May 15, 1966, we have set aside as
complestion ofi payment for our land. It will be to everyone's benefit. We have to give, we
have to love end with God Almighty, we will complete thiss So from this day forward and

as each month goes by our contribution will go forward end the greaph will go up snd when

the explosion date is there then we have greater plans in the future., We all have to work
together to support this. I know everyone is curious at the moment, I had fun meking this
and there have been quite & few who have seen it and this is something that goes with the
love of each and everyone and help of the Almighty God that we have to love esch other and
we have to support each other so that et this moment I am happy to present and show what can
heppen in the future. This, like I said, with the love of God and with the love of eakh

and everyone, this is what can take place on the land of Morse Road.

This is & little pie-shaped church--is something that we have not set our minds to. We
have no definite plans but this is a small models "My old hsart is just pounding at this
moment, but I hope everyone's, everyone else is, too."™ But it is something we can-~the
Church of Christ has gone forward, we have supported Westerville. That is beyond. We have
to work for the future. This is our future--this will be here on the table until the
explosion date of May 15, 1966. This little church will seat a thousand peopls, and if you
will, note the little cars. This is the front, this will be facing Clevelend Avenus, We
have exits on either side, exits in the rear, and we were happy to get the little cars to
really show it up. DNow, like I seid, this is just & small model that with the hdlp of the
congregation-and the support here, we may look to the future, plans ars indefinite on what
size or what type of building. Everybody was thrilled to have seen this and wigh it was

up and now so do I, And that's just about all I have to say. I would say on the side is
the little flat building. These are olassrooms, that hag:»30 classrooms, four nice-gized
rest rooms., And there is no bassment. As you know, the Church of Christ buildings are
completely different from what they used to be. They are going strictly future. With the
help of everybody end his pocketbook and the love of man and God, we can accomplish this.

Brother Roy Estep: Well, I'm like Brother Wetts, my heart is beating real fast. And I
with to take this opportunity to commend Brother Watts on this outstanding job. He has
displayed quite adequately this skill and if we can display omrs in support, maybe we can
see womething like that very shortly.

It has been given me, as my part this evening, to discuss with you a questionneire that is
being prepered. Back four or five years ago, as Brother Fenn mentioned, and when Westerville
-congregation was in the plenning stages, a questionnaire was given to the oongregation to
voice their opinion on various phases on the work of the Westerville project., Included in




that was, also, the opportunity of volunteering your service in aid in construeting this
building. It 1s time now for sn snother guestlomnaire. and this questiomnzire will be
conesrning the Northland project. The elders =nd demcons have wnenimously decided to ge
all out ox the 1‘301'1:.1'1.'!.5\2'3‘1 projects The elders and descons will not be doing this alcne. Wa
all will he dolng ite 7Thus comes the need oy the guestionnaire. It will play o mes:
importent part in our Northlend project, which I hope, is in the near fubure. 4&nd in this
questionnairs, like the other, each will have ths o portunity of exprsssing his Opiﬂions
and also glve hlB preferences on the various stages of this worke

I wuld 1156 ko give you a couple examplss of'what kind of questions you ﬁ_bht sxpect of thisg
questionnairs, Such as, should we have two water founbtains in the nsw building, or should
we have a balcoay in the new bullding? These ars just semples of what shis will be.

Ve know it will be more destailed and your will be aidinz us a lot in the informatiom that
you will be giving uss We also want you %o know that we want you to come %o us ab any time
with sny questions or any suggestions, but this guestionneire is going to bs the big thing
that will aid us all in getbting this project under way and constructed as fast as possible.
I would like for us to stop Just e moment end.agk ourselves a few questions. Are we

heppy with two services? Is it an ideal situmbion to have eighteen to twenty studenta
Jeamed iato an 8 X 3 classroam for a Biblse Clasv? Or is it an 1deal situation teo have
thirty first-graders, or thirty gecond-graders, or thirty third-greders, whichever the case
may bes, Vie have all three of them jemmed in a classroom designsc for fifteem, . I suppose

I just as well may stop nowbecause most of us realize that we have many other things in

our present bullding that are inadequete and our facilities must grow., We rsalize thal.
Our congregation is growing and it has gromm in the psst, and the fubture zrowth that is
expacted for Columbus will surpass sny figurs that has heen in ths past, thus we know the
congregation, the- Chuech, is going to grow much faster. And of courss, a lot of that is
left up to us and 1 think most of us realize this ochallenge end are ready to step in and
start going.

In our plans for the past buildings, many of us have been in oa variéus plans in our
different buildings and this ons as well meny years agos. The elders end deacons realize
that we need help in making plans for the building that we nesd for the future. S0 you sece,
this is the reason +that Brothsr Barl Stevsns, from Parkersburg, vho is termed an authority
on ourriculum and religious education will be coming in here next Sunday, Sunday morning,
Sunday afternoon, and Sunday ewvening, to tell us just what We need in this new bullding.
Now all of us have lots of ideas, arnd we have been thinking about this for months and
wa're ready to go. But we wasnt bo be sure that when we do, that we have the facilitvies or
the plant if you want to put it that way, and will do the job that we want to do and

that will do the job that is expected GP us by the Lord in the new area, Leocause we have
ecertainly put oursalv@s in “the position snd we sre certalnly challenged.

The Arem that we ars msving inte is already beginning to growe. Supposed to have been

107,000 inerease in population in the 10 years, end two years have alrsady gone by since 1
ohecked on that so it may have Increased but you can see in just that area slone. 1
notised just the other day, the eree is alrsady being lined-up for the new streets, eto.,
0 go in immedisitely behind where we have purchesed our property. ¥e nsed to gst in there,
and I think wé're alresady %o go. And I think Brother Watti has shown us just what we

want to go in thers with. And ons thing I would like to stress; the grsat importmoes

on this guestionnaire and your opinions that you will giving us and that we will all

ba using on constiueting this new building, UVow mamy of you say, well, I sse ths figure
and I gee the indebtedness and we have five monthi; we waut to pay this off. How are
we going to do it? I have an ides I would like to show you tonight. And this by no meanms,
means i% is the ous we will use, but it is ozas that could be used and it is also quite a
shallenge. So I would like to show you that in just a moment. Host of you cen see this is
something that we came up with very repidly, beeause we [elt like we needed to, and like
Brother Melvin said his heart was basating vsry fast end I am surs most of us are ready o go
end maybe a little look into just how we might get thare, aand how quick and how we might .
go sbout doing it. S
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After having received the informetion concerning our indebtedness, I would like for you
to notice--I'm taking this im round figures end not acourate--$29,000.00, is our total
indebtedness, and $16,000.00, is what we owe in notes to our own people that we have
" borrowed for purchasing of the property, ot And the property, the amount that we owe
the men for the property up on Clevelend Aveuuwe is 813,000,00, We have $6000.,00, in the
benk that should be epplisd againgt this debt here on the property, whieh would bring it
down to $7,000.00, thet we owe on the property alouns between now and the explosion date.
A11 right, we'll come out here. Howecould we teke oars of it? How could we make that
thing explode very fast. ¥e could take twenty weeks that we have left befors the explosion
date and divide it imto $7000.,00, end come up with a total of $350.00, inecrease on the
woek. Then we can go over here and I neve btaken e rough estizmate of the number of femilies
in the eongregetion which I lmow we have more, about 85, Take eighty-five families that
we have in the congrsgation here snd take the 4350.00, and we come up with the figure
of $4.00, inerease per family per wesk. Now this is & real challenge. Can we do it?
Are we wanting that explosion date to explode as planned? This 43 just one suggestion
of how it eem be done, Now someone says whalt about the money that we owe these people-=-
that of our peopls here on the note? Well, this explesion date being set, as was shown
there, we could have this property paid off, we could borrow money then to start building,
we cquld borrow money also to pay off the smount we still owe to our owa pecple hera,
Now this is one meens of doimg this. This is quite a challenge and we have met marlous
ohallenges like this before and why not meet it this time and make that thing explode by
- the explosion date, Be ready to pey off and start bullding a building such as. Thise
conoludes the comments that I have, Thers are many otherstthat I could meke but I think

I have said seanoughe

Brother Arnold Flenmery: Looks 1ike we had betier get our shovels end go up end start
digginge 1his dossn't leave us mueh choiee from the way these comments are rolled out
‘nere. I think it's time to go to work. This is overdue. We're actually a year or two
years behind in our progress on this program here. It's never too late to start, but
we are behind. ¥Welre dregging our feet.

1 noticed our contribution the last two or three weeks is slipping, and whose fault that

is we won't know, but it is everybody's fault, 1 supposo. S0 let's tighten our belts

e little and get a hold of this thing., 4&nd we don't have any definite day oy definite

plans for a building but that's what we're working on now. We are getting this in our

minds migis and we want everyone %o have & part in this, so you will receive a guestionneire,
in the nsar future.

e would ask you p¢ invite you to parads up here 3o vake a look at this little, miniature
‘building that Bro. Watts has prepepsd. This is a nice pisce of work. One thing I noticed--
that . tree just does mot look like tho troe 1 gaw up there on the lote This one is
gunburned, Melvine Ihe “#% bullding is beaubiful end the layout end this

perallels or is similar %o a blueprint we looked at some months ago. It is a nice design.
This doosn't meen this is the one we will have et all, but this mey promote some

thought end we may evan get into one we would like better, maybe. So yeu come up and look
end see the layout of it, -

Brother Fenn got me real interested in some of these dates he went back and dug up and I
guess the older we get, the more we like ©0 reminisce. GSome of you young folks, Brother
Stobbe, wouldn't understend this, of course. ¥hen you get old end gray-headed you do like
to reminiseo. I know somotimes I hear e song or tune on the redio and if it's one 1

lmew back when I was eighteen or twenty years old, it sounds much better than these

modera ones, much better. So when he was up here talking about 1948, or along in thls arsa,
—-why, this is real interesting. It brought back meny thoughts and one It11 mention.

1111 tell one on John Geskalla. He still owes me for caving in the trunk of my care He and
1 cemPdovm here sud cut brush off this lot, right where we are right now. In piling it om.
the trailer, he punched & log up in the trunk of my car and he never has paid thet yete.

I'm still going to collect thate I got up here to talk about the Ice-lake Progrem that we
had in front of us a while back. five or six woeks ago, end it looks 1liks quits a
trensition to take your minds off this onto that program, but I went to say a few things yet
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about this. I would like to just-=if I could just--wave a magic wand in front of your
face, and say 'Let's look out to years aheads Let's Just think about tem years from
nows' He took our minds back a while ago, back ten or fifteen years ago. Thirteen

years age we were in this building, so look how fast that has rolled around %e some

of you that were hers. This has Just rollsd around in e short tims. And to me this
building still ssems new and 1t's been thirteen yoars agoe. Let's just look threugh the
eye of imagination now at ten years ahoad, end let's look up thers on that piece of )
property and think about such as this or $imilar to that, a building that will accommodate
& congregation of six hundred to s thousand psople up there,  This wouldn 't be "any more
of a growth for us then the normal growth for the city of Columbuse This wouldn't even
parallel the growth of our schools. The public schools in the city of Golumbus have
exploded and grown. I would suggest twenty times faster than the Church of Christ in
Columbuse Thet means that we're just unot kesping upe: It can't mean anything elsge.

If it's necessary for the schools to grow this fast, why isn't it necessary that we would
keep up and grow this faste I mean the chureh in general-=in Frenklin County, ell the
congregations, This is just a thought that we might hold in fromt of use Let's think
sbout a congregation up thers, maybe with thirty elders and deacons; thirty to fortyy-

4 thousand people, why not? W%e need lesdership. The chureh is starving to death for
leadership, and we mist have ite It's got 4o come. And if we do the proper teaching
sbarting today, tonight, this is where they have got to come from--rizht out of this
audienco--right tonight. Some of these fifteen, sighteen year-old boys will be deacons
and olders of the congregation up there im ten or fifteen years from now. This is the
way it will have 4o bes And we don't hops to go out hore ond convert a men .to the gospel
of Christ and put him in next year as an slder. This never did work end it won't ten
years from now. So where is our leaders coming. from? Right here out of this congregation. -
This eudlence tonight should furnish the loadership ia the yeers ahoad. Ve're looking
ten years ahoad, right nows Let's think about it in that light. We must have leedership.
If we don't have good, sound spiritual-minded men in the le adership of the Church, then
we should Pold up and quit now, because it will feil if we don't have good spirituale-
minded leadership. It will fail if we don't have ite So it behooves us slleethe Bible
class teachers end everyone elss conocerned in' the work here at this time. We should have
this in mind, We shouldn't have a study, Wednesdsy nlght, or Sunday morning Blble class,
or the preaching service or eny part of your work here, without this thought in mind

that we must develop lesadsrship.

And to some of you that haven't been taking an active part, you have been staying in the
shadows, you have been holding baek, you're reservad, you're not coming out with what
you know, thet you should do, you may be a real good teacher with just a little bit of
exporisnce end prectice. Don't lat your job or your neighbors or some personal hebit
hold you back end make you useless in the work of the Church. Whatever it is that's
driving you down, or a waight on your fest, shake it off and move forward. This is what
we have to devalop leadershlp in this tem years f£rom nowe-we're looking ahead., There
are many things that we've. got to look to. ;

We would like to have a Bible class for every ags--svery year. If a child is six years
old in the first grade of sehool, we ghould have this parallel right in the Church. If we
settle for aythine less, we'rs dropping behind., The school systems have szeen fit to
hondls the public school in this way and it works. low why wouldn't we do as well? Ve
should do bettsr maybe. - daybe even we would have +o.sub-divide this progrem if our
number was great enough. But we would like %o have at lo ast thise A child avery yeay
should graduate into the next class. It just dossn't work too well when we have to group
them up, when the age limit--the span is 00 great. It's overlepping at this rate. 5o we
must ours thise Ve possible in ten ysars from now, with all these facilities and this mueh °
membership, if we oould all go to work at i%, mayoa our contribution would be $2600,00.

& thousand psople--$2.50 a piese, That would almost be.a sin to ssk God to bless us, and
give less than that, I don't see how we eould even think about giving less. If we hid =
thousand people end couldn't have a Pigure of $2500,00, e week, end with $2500,00, a wesk,
maybe we could have twe or thres elders work fulletime for the Churche--working for the
Church, supported by the Churche~right out of thet 32500.00, the support should come.



Maybe have two preschers, two or threes, maybe have one preacher preach for the deaf, and
two or three others working in counseling--all the things thet has to be done in the work
of the Church: ~All this is not imagination; other pecple have dons it--denominational
people have done it, end larger Churoches.of Christ have done 'it. e

And sometimes we're prone to look at a large congregation of the Church of Christ end

we see so much sshivity and we want to label it sinful end wieked becsuse it's big.

And because 1t's big end got & thousand members or thirty elders or one-hundred Bible class
teachers, this doesn't make it bade If you teach the right doctrine it cen be just as ,
true to the gospel as if you only hed fiftesn members. Being small, or insignificent, or
holpless doesn't mgke you eny more righteous. . So with this thought, I would 1ike teo wave
it mslde; this hsa been, to0 long the policy of the Churth of Christ. See how small you
can stay end feal: like in,ycur‘smallnssa aa@'ybur]wsakﬁess'that you arg more righteous.
naturally, you will see more frivolity--the more peéple you get in one collection, re-
gardless of what it ise You will see more sin the more people you have. So it being large
doesn't make;th@-cangregstion‘any'more;libgrngqr eny more less righteous; or any closer
to the Bible, We would like %o .do memy things, and these things may sesm wildy -

Now we might esk whers do-we get & thousand membera of the Church, JIhis scunds big,

end 'to us it does, yes. TWhere do we got & thousand members? The oity of Columbus is
full of psople snd over half of them den't belong to anything. -They say this ares where
we have bought land up here is just.about the choicest or the hottest piece of property
in Franklin County. Columbus, Ohio, is one of the fastest-growing cities in the state,
and -this squere fthat we have purchased ground in up here; is the choicest and liveliest.
‘spots in'the whole of Frenklin County. So we're very fortunate to have u piece of ground.
Fifty years from now thet will be downtown Columbus, so look what we have--gseven acres -
in there. We oan push psople back eway from us. This will be good the older it gets
really, . We got seven acres there and the further the clty goes north, the more . there will
be around usy So we do have a real choice spot there. We might sdy where do we get

the $2500,00, Well, we talked about thats . ' I

How the ﬁhirty elders and. deacons. Ihis is o good one. I would like +o just stend here’
and talk all night about that, if I had words to reveal my inner thoughts on this subject.
Wle might even look at some of the ten, twelve, end fifteen-year o0ld boys and think now
whet do we do. If your tem=year o0ld or twelve-year old boys are beilng taught Bible lessons
through the classes amd all this, what are they learning towards growing into maturity,
end just how mueh preparation will they have when théy become eighteen or twenty years old,
a3 to what you ere giving them now, Will they have a desire, and dn't think these boys
have to becoms forty-years old to have a dewire to become an elder or deacon in the Church.
This is just not true. I think about five or six years ago, & boy in my class was sbout
nine-years old, said he wanted to bs a preacher end he was so timid and meek and bashful,
that he would hardly spesk out. Hep would hardly tell me his meme. But when I begem to
get acquainted with the boy-~here he seots--won't even answer a question hardly from fear of
his own voice. The sounl of his own voice scared him. Ho finally told me that. he wanted
to be a preacher, Ho's not in this congregation now, but the. last report I'heard-pf him,"
he's on his way. He still has this thought. So these boys- have thoughts even when they're
very- young. BEven when they're: teensgers, they .have these thoughts. They may get into a
lot of mlschief end havé & lot of emergy, but some of them are sincere in their inner
thoughts.  This is'wat you have %o build on. We will need leadership, If the Church doesn't
“have lpadership, we might as well quit todsy. Without leadership, it will sthay like it is
and some little congregations you may know of out in the rural areas, fifteen or twenty
people and. no bigger than it was fifty years ego, and no hopes, or no plans and no
progress and thet is because of lack of leadership. There are probably excsptions emd I
don't say that all these small congregations are like that, but we have been fortunate in
the- eity of Columbus. We have--we see here young folks who have moved hsre,from’smaller
congregations. and have placed membsrship with us. We have had some real sincere end
real good. folks do that, We are proud of everyone of you that have done that, and you have
swolled the attendence here, and you are part of the congregation. This will continue to
happen in acity like Columbus. This will go on. This will continue to happen. '
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e must be prepardd to placo thess people and give them a Job to do. Some of them will
become elders and deaseons and leadere and preachers, We need this. ¥We must have them.

And I'm ploeding with every Bible cless teacher to have these things in mind and for
averyone who isn't a teacher, any Christisn should be & teacher after e while in the Church.
You just can't got eroupd this. If you have been & Christian and declerd yourself to

e in harmony with the Gospel of Christ, and you want to tell this storye. If you're a
Christian you should be e teacher. If you don't develop into e teacher, then you're slcke=-
spirituelly sidck. 8o lot's just come out of our shell and es I mentioned the other night in
the Bible eless, sbout a men writing an artiole-='The Leap of Faithe” You have the faith,
but you heven't msde the leap. Now let's make the lsap end go towrk and we will develop
all these other things. Well, I'11 tell you-pow what I got up here . io saye 5o much for thate

A fQW'ﬁeess ego, Brother Brody Harold ceme to this area telling us his nead in the Manitule
Island in Onterilo, Cenada, Uo has been & proicher there for ebout three or four yoars

and I happened to bs in his eudience the first sermon he premched in the little congregation
there, and watched him launech his program there. Scmecns said he is about the most.
converted men thet they've ever seen. They have only known him for a few weeks and I

have lmown him for three or four yeara and I had elready hed that ldees tig would like to got
support from this erea es wsll asfrom other areas, snd a lot of you people have said that
you wented to help him.on an individual basis, bub still on the other hand you expressed a
desire to let the Church hemndle it here, so we have worked out a little progream and if you
went to send something to that work-in that area, you have thalt privilege, of course, that
is your business, but if you went %o turn it in, any emount that you want (someone said a
doller a week they would give.) They wanted to weit once a month and write a check for
$4,00, and turn it in to the treasurer here, If you want to do that, we want to know how,
meny of you plan to give toward this work in the Xee Lake area, end I'11 tell you. I

want to get your name snd. the smoumt you're saying you are going to gives We'll total that
up, and if it's £50.00, or $60,00, a week, wa'rs zoing to add a 1little to that from the
treasury and we will have a part in that work., Now this 1z a very small smount. But several
of you have expressed a desire to help Bre. Brodie Harold in that work thera.

In case you aro o mewbdr here and. you didn't get his story the night he showed his pictures
and mads a talk, I will tell you whet he is pleading for. He wants preachers to live '
on the Memitulan Islend. Hs wants yom, if you're a preacher, to move there and hslp convert
the island, Here arg 12,000 peopls living on this 1sland=--10,000 whites and 2,000 indians.
Ho has already converted a few'of the indians on the island, and I think about 26 white
Pfolks have beon edded to the Church sines he has been thera. Nearly all people there are .
poor people =nd they den't have a lot of money and they are good people and need to be
taughts. He wants personal worksrs to live on the island, if you can just come in the |
gummer end work 83 a vacation for you., He wants Christian sochool teachers to come and

teke jobs in the schools. Thers ars jobs avalleble, Your interest is neaded in this resgpect.
They -alsc wanted money to emlarze their building and he was ralsing money for his personal
support. Now here are the results to date. We got this letter om the 12th; it's a little
old now. One' preacher plans to move thers next summor and possibly another the following
summer, and a fow moré assem seriously interssisd in moving thers. About a dozen student.
toschers are imberasted In moving there in the future. He doesn't mention any names

on this, boeauss it is very vague, 4 guppose. dg has in his trips through the states,

he has ralsed $195.,00, additional for his supporb.

I talked with him long distance on the pheme a fow days ago, and he said that winter had
already set in end he Ins twe automoblles, and one of them is an old Dodze and he said
already there was 14" of snow and he couldn't geét the last 300 yerds up to his house in his
Dodgse, and he had to use his Landrover. It is a four-wheel drive vehicle end this was
what he was battling up there some two weeks agos I have a letter Prom Bro. Broidy and

he said, "Dear Mr. F‘annory Last week I waded through slush iece on the Ice Lake and
baptized e young mother. This brings to a total, 26 baptized and ten restorsd since we
came here in September. You have had your part in saving these souls and I thank you end
God will rewerd you. The baptism was & result of the meeting we had lagt week with

Bro. Tom Wiles from mawysv1lle. The rest is personal. This Tom Wiles is a young man
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that was, a few months ego, or a ysar or so ago, was converted over to the Church of Christ,
end he had been a preacher in a demcmineticn for & while, very sincere =nd honest young

men and he does a good Jjob of preaching and he went up and hsld a week's meeting in

Onteario, Canada, in this plaece where Bro. Broidy is, end he plans to move to the town

of Little Current. Now to you most of this doesn’t mean snything. But the island is ;
100 miles leng, and les Lake where Bro, Harold- is, ig right in the middle on the sastern

ond, and Bro., Harpld is in the mlddle and now we're looking for ome to put on the

other end.

I went to get your name and how much money you expeot o give toward this work and

thers are several of you who expressed your desire to contribute somethings If you
haven't thought sbout it, this would be a good chence to give something, and you meyyfesl
like you haven®t done enough. You may Ifeel like you gan't do just everything or enybhing
in the work of the Chuveh but you do have a few dollars that you sould put inte the work
of the Church and we're going %o add a little to it out of the treasurys He will, at
least, get $50.00, or &75.,00, 2 month from this area or from this congregation, This
about coneludQS'what I have to saye. This work and I would like to re-emphasize that we
have got a bqg job to do and we just can't afford to slow down or do what the contribubtion
indicates in the las: twe or thrae wooks, This, I almost turn my hoad when I welk by

to keep from looking at thet. I don't like to oven think of it in this way. 4nd agein,
.4 ask you to come end take a lcok at the little miniabure building that Br. Wabis has
preparcd and get some 1daa of what & new modsrn church building would look like.

Byother Keith Stotbs: As I think of Cleveland Avenue's future, I think of it devending
upon aﬁ'leaat tho following five things:

Rirst of alleamgre ehallanglng planse I think tonight that very plainly they have

been revealed 9 us. AboUt six weeks ago, 1 sat in s meeting with all the elders and
-deacong with the oxceoption of one who had to work, with 100 percent approval of '
-adoption of these plams to go forward were voiced by everyone. These plens are not
just- everage plems. These plans are wlth quality and with quantity. They're concerned
about not just having e erackerbox with a few outside doors o it. They're concernsd
about a-plemt. A plant whera God's people can be taught end directed’ and edif'ied exd
bullteup-in the mest holy faith. They're conecerned about quantity. They're coneerned
- about being ahle to do scmething, and do it in a great way. 4&nd bh@ word groat is
not a bad word, it is not ex ugly worde It is a scpiptual word. 1t is s wonderful word.
Next Sunday, Brother Barl Stevems will direet us in thinking that we have never ‘begum
to comprehend in Columbus end most of the Gnlted States and I hope that you will take
edvantage of this great filling.

The second thing,that aids in the dependenes of our future at Clevsland Avenue is
positive thinkings There is a very definite idea thet roams throughout the world, and
that 1s that you evre gullty wntil proven imnocent.  Guilty until proven innoocsnt.
Everything is bad 'til proven good im the Church of our lord. We want to chenge some
earthly, physieal custom and it's got to b bad besause-="til someone=-=because of timg==-
proves it right. That ought never to be. We ought to heve as mueh grace toward :
Godly people as we have to gross sinners, murdersrs, and that is-=innocsnt until provem
guilty. Ag you think about changes, as you think about advances that will come.

People will gzot on the telephone and, 'Do you know what! and on and om the story goes.
Gossip beyond gossip of women that ought to bs nuburing their children instead of
blabbiag their mouths iam regard to things they know nothing aebout. You'rs angry,
Brother Stotts. ¥o, I'm desply concernsd ebout why we have to be so negdtive about a
great change that's taking plecs. Brothey Williamson e fsw ysars ago, almost now,

made & statemsnt that went somsthing like this 'Don't say that somothing cannot be done
that is alresdy being domne.’ Those areon’t the words, but it's the idea. This is being
done snd I think that we ought to all be awers of the fact that is going to be done be-
eause God wanbts progress. Iiistales will be mede. Your opinion, bub not just your opinioa,
will be weighed in rolation to waat will be done. UNot just one person's opinion, but
everybody's, in the light of knowledgs in the light of expsdlence, will be carried out.
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& third factor that determines our futurs is dynamic enthusiasm. Are you mware that
many of us go around doing the work of the church with our veins filled with tired blood,
That's the way we even move physically. Or we may be shinly{?). I'm not talking aboub
this type of movemsidt. Ve may be able to go only at a snail's paes, but some of the
greatest lsaders in the church today ars men that have to walk with canes, have to be
pushed in & wheelchair but have the greatest motivation in the Chursh of our Lord

Jesus Christ Yoday. We need to bs oconcorned sbout the faet that we need dynamic
enthusiasms Some have gobben the idea the word enthusiasm is en immature word. If

. someons gzats axciitsd we say he is childishe You kmow, I get exeited sbout going on &
vaocation, don't you? You kaow, I'm goimg up 4n the mountains to spend a day or wesk
and you kuow I just cen't hold mys2lf, bul my wife doesn't some sround end sey, 'Eeith,
‘grow up® because she is just es excited es I am. W¥e'ro ready Lo go; we're roedy to do
somsthing and do it excitodly. Enthusiastieally. Can you imagine the apostle Paul
‘going to Rome, going to preach for the brethern of Rome aend saying 'Well, we're golng
to got thers, or 1'11 just as leave go=weo=', Tho apostls Paul was so anxlous to go,

. but he hdd to write to them end tell them that first I have got to go to Jerusaleum,

%0 convinee the brethern to scoept the bensvolent moneye. Enthusiastieally. That was
the lsader of the first century, and that's the kind of leadsrship we have got to have
today in the hoarts of all of us: mothers, fathers, elders, deacons, and preacheyrs.
Kot Just membershipe. We need to be above average. The average, I doubt seriously,
will ever meke it %o Heaven., It's going to take someonse that excezds the norme It~
tekes someene thabt 7065 bhgyond the mere daily chore of life. It takes someome that's
converted. Somsone thab can't sleep at aight because someonsd.is dying and going to
Hsll and we'rs responsibles . '

The fourth and very definite factor will be easrgetic gervice. WNot just dynamie
enthusiasm, thet's just how you fesl. Then there comes the energetic service. The
word gervice carries with me the idsa of lsbor. The idea of physisal work and the idea
of money. This is service. In-=thus, these two areas. There are many other arepas,
~ but these are the twe wa are talking about tonight. #nd them there is what is called
energetice This means offort. It means putting forth dynemic action. And secondly,
it means liberality. Bsing liberal. Golng above what you really cam affords " And
giving what you really don't know for sure, whether you cam get along without,
Sacrificing-=that's called libsrality, and that's when we really glve end give with
great purpose. Lastly, it depends upon a great measure of fervor in our devotion.
This is how we think hefors God by ourselves. Thla is how we think before God when
no one is around, not even our wives, svenm our children, This is what is callad
fervor in our devotion. Everything we do, we can see under it o spiritual reasons
Ve ses behind 1t snd thers has to bs behind it, & spiritusl engle or everything we
will do will be in vain., Therc has to bs also, sn appreciation te God for the
fact that we can glve, the faet that we can vwork, the fact that we can he an elder,
or a deacon or a Bible School teacher or the fact thet we can be a parent. There has
to be an epprociation. Yot that ws have to be, but that God gives us the strengih
and the ebility to be what we ocan be. No ome ghould lock at the increase of $4.00,
& week ns being something that has to be, but something thet we ean thank God in our
fervor of devotion that we cen do and we'ro thankful to God that He has given us the
ability to de thlae '

And lastly, there isg a happiness, & real joy that wells up within us, for the faot

that now wae're going to do something. HNow we're going to get busy in the work of the
Lord, end we'rs hsppy eboubt it, rsally happy. ¥e're not going eround sad and
pessimigtice. ¥e're realistice Oh, we're going to count the cost. We have been
counting it for five ysars. We've been counting it for fifty ysars. Vie've always
counted the cost. The lord btaught us to. At the same time, he said 'When you're
counting the cost, be happye.' Blessed or heppy are Christian peopls, Matthew the fifth
chapter. 4#nd in conclusicn, whet can I &o7% '

The story is told of a man that had & laboring job of doing nothing dbut merking a

straizrht line in the middle of a briek or block, s concrete blocke #78 this man,
day in and dey oub, yesr im and ysar oubt, did nothing but meks a straight line in the

#



middle of a bloocke 4ind this was su monobtonous to him and he didn’'t understand whyes

what waa the value of this? 4nd all of a sudden he was walking down the street one

day and he saw & besutlful buildinge-a unique building. A building he hed never seen
equalled before. #3 he spproached it, o found out that it was built by the blocks

of their company. 4s he got a little bit closer, hoe found oubs that the thing that

made it unlque was that straight line in the middle of the blocke Little thingse
We're looking for something spectaculars lhy, I want to put the spiral on, I want

to swing the doors, want to mow the grass.’ iaybe you should just prave Haybe you
should convert half of Linden.  Meybe you should become a preacher; maybe you should

work toward becoming an elder or s dsdcon, or one of their wives. Maybe you sheuld
inersasa your contribution. ' Or maybe you should put the spiral on., Bub maybe you
shouldn®t, The 1ibitle things mean a lots The story is told of & man who was

walking down the abtreet and he met a.lab@:e?. As they were stoppede=talling, the rieh

nex, being an execubive, looked te a great gigantie building, a skysorapsr. fie said,
Boy, 1'm proud of that building.' e says, ‘Do you know that I own that building,
loek, stcckg'and Barrsl?'! The laborer lcoked at him and said, 'Do you lmow that I'M
as proud of that building as you ere?' Tho man said, 'Whet da you meen==yon don't

owa a single block or a siagle brick in it.' He said, 'Yes, but I mixed the mortar

that holds ths bricks togethere' The aDanle Feter said that wé ere all lively stoénes,

fitbed together im the bullding-up of the Kingdom of Heaven. We ar9 all lively stones.

As you walk.by a'bullhino, the first thing you see ars the bricks. The beauty of

the building is in direct ration, with the besuty of every single bricks Someons

said that e chaln is as strong as it's weskest link, end = congrogation is as beaubiful

as it's ugliost members li's as strong as it's weskest member. 1t's as valuable

as it's most insxperienced member. How beautiful is the Church where you attend?

How beautiful are you and ther you esm tell. Someone handed me, end I don't know

why they did this, just prior to The serv1ee, a little poem titled, "The Art of

Success’s ®ill you listen ‘carefully?’

Thers are no secrebs Lo succoss -

Success ls doing things you know you saould do S

Success is not doing the thiangs you know you shouldn' t do

Sucecess Is not limited %o any one area of your life, but encempasses all of
the fagsts of your relabionship, as persnts, as wives, as husbands, os
oltizens, neighbors, workers or all the others. -

Susvess is diseovering your best talonts, skills, and mbilities and applying
them whers they will make the mozt effective conbtribution te your felldwmen.

In the words of Lopgfellow, 'It is nﬂxn@'ﬁdat you do well, end doing well
whatsver you do.'

Success is 95% mental attitude

It ealls for love



