
New Testament Atonement

Sunday, December 11th, 2022



Romans 3:21-26

21 But now apart from the law the righteousness 

of God has been made known, to which the 

Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This 

righteousness is given through faith in Jesus 

Christ to all who believe. There is no difference 

between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned 

and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are 

justified freely by his grace through the 

redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 



Romans 3:21-26

25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of 

atonement, through the shedding of his blood—

to be received by faith. He did this to 

demonstrate his righteousness, because in his 

forbearance he had left the sins committed 

beforehand unpunished—26 he did it to 

demonstrate his righteousness at the present 

time, so as to be just and the one who justifies 

those who have faith in Jesus.



Atonement is received by faith, not 

identity



1 John 2:1-2

My dear children, I write this to you so that 

you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we 

have an advocate with the Father—Jesus 

Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only 

for ours but also for the sins of the whole 

world.



Romans 3:21-26

25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of 

atonement, through the shedding of his blood—

to be received by faith. He did this to 

demonstrate his righteousness, because in his 

forbearance he had left the sins committed 

beforehand unpunished—26 he did it to 

demonstrate his righteousness at the present 

time, so as to be just and the one who justifies 

those who have faith in Jesus.



Hebrews 2:14-18

14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he 

too shared in their humanity so that by his 

death he might break the power of him who 

holds the power of death—that is, the 

devil— 15 and free those who all their lives 

were held in slavery by their fear of death.
16 For surely it is not angels he helps, but 

Abraham’s descendants. 



Hebrews 2:14-18

17 For this reason he had to be made like 

them, fully human in every way, in order 

that he might become a merciful and faithful 

high priest in service to God, and that he 

might make atonement for the sins of the 

people. 18 Because he himself suffered when 

he was tempted, he is able to help those who 

are being tempted.



The humanity of Jesus is necessary 

for atonement to work



Hebrews 2:14-18

14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he 

too shared in their humanity so that by his 

death he might break the power of him who 

holds the power of death—that is, the 

devil— 15 and free those who all their lives 

were held in slavery by their fear of death.
16 For surely it is not angels he helps, but 

Abraham’s descendants. 



“God would rather die 

by violence than 

commit it. The cross 

makes it plain.”

Rachel Held Evans

Inspired, 2018



1 John 4:7-12

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for 

love comes from God. Everyone who loves 

has been born of God and knows God. 
8 Whoever does not love does not know God, 

because God is love. 9 This is how God 

showed his love among us: He sent his one 

and only Son into the world that we might 

live through him. 



1 John 4:7-12

10 This is love: not that we loved God, but 

that he loved us and sent his Son as an 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, 

since God so loved us, we also ought to love 

one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; 

but if we love one another, God lives in us 

and his love is made complete in us.



Atonement reveals the depth of 

God’s love for us
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