
Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry will reopen on January 8th 
2003. Thank you for all the support in the year 
2002 and we welcome.your continuing support 
next year. The Food Pantry Staff 

What I Have Learned 
I've Learned-That with faith, you can keep go
ing long after you can't. 
I've Learned-That we are responsible for what 
we do; no matter how we feel. 
I've Learned-That either you control your atti
tude or it controls you. 
I've Learned~Th~t heroes are the people who 
do what has to be done, when it needs to be 
done, regardless of the consequences. 
I've Learned-That it isn't-important who you 
are, but Whose you are. 
I've Learned-That money is a lousy way of 
keeping score. 
I've Learned-My best friend and I can do any
thing or nothing and have the best time. 
I've Learned-God does not condemn us for 
what we are, but for what we refuse to become. 
I've Learned-That sometimes when I'm angry I 
have the right to be angry, but that doesn't give 
me the right to L·~ &uel. · 
I've Learned-That maturity has more to do with 
what types of experiences you've had and what 
you've learned from them and less to do with 
how many birthdays you've celebrated. 

-Verse A Week Club 

Calenda1· 

January 
5 All groups Meet At The Building At 

5:30 p.m. Food Following Services 
8 50's Plus Meeting 
15 50's Plus Meeting 
19 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
29 . 50's Plus (Willowbrook Village) 

Words Of Wisdom 
0 Lord, you have given me a mind, and a 
mouth. Help me keep the two connected. 

-Cal Tinney 
My understanding of Christianity is God in 
search of lost men, not men in search of a lost 
God -Ronald R. Hatch 
Think of your own sins and you will be more 
understanding of the sins of others. 

-Life Lines 
If God call:; you to be a missionary, don't stoop 
to be a king. 
If you don't enjoy what you have now, how 
can you be happier with more? 

-Jordan Grooms. 

Contributions 
Last Week $15611 I Avg YTD $15611 

Russia · $227 I Avg YTD $227 

Youth Min. $5640 I Avg YTD $5640 

Services 
·Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am 
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am 

Eld~~· Wilbur Allen,. T,om,. Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
,Mike Hipes, Ray Tboroe, Chllflie Yates 

Sunday Evening · 5i30 pm 
We$esday Evening 7:00 pm 
nort~landchurc::hofc,hrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, DllJ'J:'ell Estep, Jack.Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack :Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 
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Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Shake It Off 

One day a farmer's donkey fell down into a well. The animal 
cried pitifully for hours as the farmer tried to figure out what to 
do. Finally he decided the animal was old and the well needed 
to be covered up anyway, it just wasn't worth it to retrieve the 
donkey. 

He invited all his neighbors to come over to help him. They all 
grabbed a shovel and began to shovel dirt into the well. Then, to 
everyone's amazement, he quieted down. A few shovel loads 
late, the farmer finally looked down the well and was astonished 
t what he saw. With every shovel of dirt that hit his back, the 

donkey was doing something amazing. He would shake it off 
and take a step up. Pretty soon, everyone was amazed as the 
donkey stepped up over the edge of the well and trotted off . . 

Life is going to shovel dirt on you, all kinds of dirt. The trick to 
getting out of the well is to shake it off anCJ take a step up. Each 
of our troubles is a stepping stone" We can get out of the deepest 
wells just by not stopping, never giving up! Shake it off and take 

't a step up! Remember the five simple rules to be happy! 
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1 . Free your heart from hatred 
L Free your mind from worries 
30 Live simply 
4. Give more 
5. Expect less. 

David Lawrence (via Leachville, Arkansas) 

''And the God of all grace, who called you to 
his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suf

f ered a little while, will himself restore you and 
make you strong, firm and steadfast. To him be 

the power for ever and ever. Amen." 
1Peter5:10-11 



Ser11ing 6od 

THE VALUE OF EXPERIENCE 

"Sir, What is the secret of your success?" a reporter asked a bank president. 

"Two words." 

"And, sir, what are they?" 

"Right decisions." 

"And how do you make right decisions?" 

"One word." 

"And, sir, what is that?" 

"Experience." 

"And how do you get experience?" 

"Two words." 

"And, sir, what are they?" 

"Wrong decisions." 

There's a measure of truth in that. Though we can (and should) learn from the mistakes of others, 
experience truly does seem to be "the best teacher." The experience of making wrong decisions. in the past 
should help u.s to. learn so that we make better decisions in the future. But are we willing to learn? 

J 

"And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me faithful, putting me into 
the ministry, although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man .... " (I Timothy 1:12-
13) Paul is a great example of someone who learned from his past mistakes and, as a result of that 
experience, made better decisions in his effort to serve God. 

Father, once again I come asking forgiveness for the many times I've let you down. As I confess to you my 
transgressions, I pray that you will help me to learn from my mistakes - to recognize the consequences of 
following my stubborn will, to realize the heartache you feel when I turn a deaf ear to you, to learr~ from 
my error the need to follow your word more closely. I have made wrong decisions, but I pray that the 
experience of doing so will help me to develop the wisdom necessary to make better decisions in the 
future, as I strive to draw closer to you. Ir Jesus' name, amen. 

Alan Smith, White House {Tennessee) Church of Christ 
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61·owth In Jesus 

FRIENDSHIP & FAITHFULNESS 
THE THIRD EPISTLE OF JOHN 

Week One: John & His.Friend (3 John 1:1-2) 

The elder, to my dear friend Caius, whom I love 
in the truth. 

Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good 
health and that all may go well with you, even 
as your soul is getting along well. (3 john 1: 1-2) 

The third epistle of John, which the apostle 
wrote to his friend Gaius, is one of the shortest 
books in the Bible. Yet despite its brevity and its 
simplicity, it has an important message about 
Christian friendship. Christians are able to form 
genuine, lasting friendships based on the truth, 
and if both sides of a friendship remain faithful 
to God and his Word, that relationship can 
withstand any earthly trouble and can last for 
eternity. In this epistle, John encourages us with 
the possibilities of Christian relationships, and 
also calls us to embrace the foundations of true 
fellowship, while warning us to turn away from 
things that cause worldly friendships to crumble. 

' 
John wrote this letter late in his life, probably 
about AD 90, at a time when he was. one of the 
last remaining links to the generation of Jesus 
himself (and when he was almost certainly the 
only surviving apostle). John's near-legendary 
status among many believers meant that he 

' could identify himself simply as "the 
elder" (verse 1). Yet even the beloved disciple, 
the great apostle of love, was not universally 
appreciated. Late in the first century, · spiritual 
complacency had begun to affect the church, 
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new teachings were becoming popular despite 
lacking biblical or apostolic authority, and even 
many church leaders began to Q.~ IIJ.()r.~. 
interested in expanding their own authority than 
in teaching faithfulness to the truth. Though 
there were still many believers who loved and 
appreciated John, there were other influential 
persons in the church who saw him as no longer 
relevant or useful. We see both of these in 
John's letter, and we also see John attempting to 
instill in his dear friend a perspective that will 
keep him faithful to God. 

John's greeting to his friend shows his complete 
concern for others (verse 2). John prays both for 
Gaius's physical health and for his spiritual 
health. John knew that every human has needs 
in this world, and that a true friend will care 
about these needs. He also knew that spiritual 
health is even more important. . He was a true 
friend to Gaius, giving him both encouragement 
and instruction. Their friendship is an 
illustration of fellowship· in its truest form. 
Genuine fellowship means to have a 
relationship based on something in common, 
something ' bigger than ourselves. The truest 
friendships arise when the main focus is _not on 
either person, but on God. 

- Mark W. Carner 

(Answers to last week's final trivia puzzle - Clue 
answers: (i) Sychar, (ii) Two, (iii) lssachar, (iv) 
Vashti, (v) Elisha, (vi) Lydia, (vii) Cyprus, (viii) 
Unclean, (ix) Impossible. Trivia answer: 
LEVITICUS.) 

-· ___ -..;,;. 



Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The food pantry is in heed of the following: 
Pancake mix, pancake syrup, toothpaste, saltine 
crackers. 

Thank you 
I would like to take this time to thank each of 
you for your many prayers and signs of support 
during my father's hospital stay and at his fu
neral. Many of you took the time out of your 
busy schedules to pay your respects to my fa
ther. Some sent wonderful cards or left remem
brance notes at the showings that were very 
touching and helped me remember the many 
good times my father had at Northland. 'All of 
this provided both a comfort and a joy to me as 
well as demonstrated the love you as a congre
gation had for my dad. I would like to espe
cially thank Mike Hipes and Roy Estep for their 
ministering to my 'mom on the night of my fa
ther's passing. It is something I will always ap
preciate. May God bless each and every one of 
you. 

David Les I ie 

Thank you 
Thanks to all for the prayers, cards and visits 
during my recent knee surgery. I love you all. 
God bless. 

Ruth Nelson 

Calendar 

January 
50's Plus Meeting 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 

15 
19 
29 50's Plus (Willowbrook Village) 

February 
1 Leadership Follow-up Meeting 

9:00-Noon 
2 Deacons Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
2 All Groups Meet At building 
5 50's Plus Meeting 
9 Services At Willow Brook 
14-1 5 Wi nterfest 
16 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
19 50's Plus Meeting 

Hospitalized 
Sharron Kisner, Kelly Butler's mom, is in Mt. 

Carmel East. Please be praying for her. 

Contributions 
last Week $4936 I Avg YTD $4936 

Russia $230 I Avg YTD $230 

Youth Min. $275 AvgYTD $275 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sund~y Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Ripes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrlst.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, Jobn Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Cbivingto~ Danell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists; Mike Ripes, Tqm Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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When I Say ... 
WHEN I SAY ... "I AM A CHRISTIAN" 

I'm not shouting "I am saved," I'm whispering, "I was lost." 

That's why I chose this way. 

When I say ... "I am a Christian," I don't speak of this with pride. 

I'm confessing that I stumble and need someone to be my guide. 

--hen I say ... "I am a Christian," I'm not trying to be strong. I'm 

professing that I'm weak and pray for strength to carry on. 

When I say ... "I am a Christian," I'm not bragging of success. I'm 

admitting I have failed and cannot ever pay the debt. 

C'I 
Whe'n I say ... "I am a Christian," I'm not claiming to be perfect 

~ 

~ 
My flaws are all too visible, but God believes I am worth it. 

:C:: When I say ... "I am a Christian," I still feel the sting of pain; I 
<'I' .... 
CD have my share of heartaches, which is why I speak His name. § . 
§ When I say ... "I am a Christian," I do not wish to judge. I have no 

~ 
C'li' .... 
~ 
~ c: 
~ 

authority. I only know I'm loved. . 

Author Unknown 

From "Pulpit Helps" 



Se1·iing 6od 
"IN SEARCH OF TRUTH" 

What is truth? Is truth relative? Is it that which seems right to each individual? Or, is there an objective source 
of truth? 

What is the truth of the matter? 

The Scriptures warn: "There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death" (Proverbs 14:12). 
Certainly, all would agree with this statement; it is true! Sometimes a person can be sure that he is right - that he 
knows the truth about a given situation - yet, in the end he may find out that he is wrong. Therefore, truth 
cannot be established based upon what "seems" right to an individual. 

God's word informs us that not only does a body of truth exist but also· that truth may be found! 

F-fow can we find truth? 

First, we· must LOOK To the right source. Even nature alone does not reveal truth in its entirety; nature does not 
tell us who God is nor does it inform us of His will for our lives. Jesus, in His prayer to His Heavenly Father, 
said, "Your word is truth" (John 17:17). If we will study God's word openly, honestly, and carefully, we will find 
that it is THE truth. God has revealed truth through His word. 

Secondly, we must LONG For (search for) the truth. A group of people called the Bereans provide a worthy 
example. "These (the Bereans) were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word 
(which the Apostle Paul preached) with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these 
things were so" (Acts 17:11). The Bereans did not simply accept what the Apostle Paul preached without 
question; they examined Paul's words in light of what the Scriptures stated. We, too, must not accept someone's 
teaching as tr_uth until we find that it is consistent with the Scriptures. 

Thirdly, we must LOVE the truth. The Apostle Paul wrote of some who were perishing "because they did not 
receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved" (2 Thessalonians 2:10). If we do not love the truth, we 
are susceptible to believing lies (cp. 2 Thessalonians 2: 11 ). 

Finally, we must desire to LIVE the truth. Jesus said, "If anyone wants to DO His will, he shall know concerning 
the doctrine, whether it is from God or whether I speak on My own authority" (John 7:17). Only if we desire to 
live the truth will we ever learn the truth. ' 

As we apply these principles to our lives, we find that in regard to our salvation from sin, we must believe in 
Jesus, repent of our sins, confess His name before men, and be baptized in the name of Jesus for the remission of 
our sins. 

Don't take my word for itl Study these Scriptures and see for yourselves: Acts 2:1-47; 8:26-40; 16:25-34; 
Romans 10:9-10. Jesus said, "And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free* (John 8:32). 
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David A. Sargent 
Church of Christ at Creekwood (Mobile, Alabama) 
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Growth In Jes11s 

FRIENDSHIP & FAITHFULNESS 
THE THIRD EPISTLE OF JOHN 

Week Two: No Greater Joy (3 John 1:3-4) 

It gave me great joy to have some brothers 
come and tell about your faithfulness to the 
truth and how you continue to walk in the truth. 
I have no greater joy than to hear that my 
children are walking in the truth. (3 John 1 :3-4) 

After his greeting, John shares with his friend 
Gai us how happy he was to hear from others 
about Gaius's faithfulness to the truth. By this 
time, John had been preaching and teaching the 
gospel for over 50 years. He had seen many 
persons respond with joy to the gospel. He had 
known many who remained faithful for a 
lifetime, and many others who turned back to 
the world. His own life had been filled with 
tumultuous events, the passing of dear friends, 
and the suffering of persecution. He knew both 
the cost and the reward of faithfulness to the 
gospel. In thinking of friends like GaiLs, nothing 
else concerned him so much as the knowledge 
of whether his friends (especially his "children", 
those whom he had taught himself) were 
remaining true to Jesus. 

John's perspective is worthy of consideration 
and emulation. In a world that constantly 
reminds us of our fleshly desires, and that 
constantly tempts us to indulge them, it is 
difficult · to put our spiritual needs first. Even 
Christians often must wrestle in prayer and study 
in order to remember that faithfulness to the 
truth brings rewards far greater than those we get 
from allowing our weak flesh to have its own 
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way. Yet this is something we each must do if 
we wish to remain faithful for a lifetime. 
Consequently, one of the greatest acts of love 
we can perform for one another in Christ is to 
provide encouragement and exhortation to those 
who are following the truth, and to provide 
loving correction and instruction for those who 
are making worldly compromises that could 
jeopardize their souls. 

John's example should call us to consider our 
own perspective in our relationships with others, 
especially our brothers and sisters in Jesus. If we 
genuinely believe and accept that the most 
important thing in each of our lives is to remain 
faithful to God, then we shall be willing to give 
our friends what they need, not necessarily what 
they desire. We shall learn to speak the truth in 
love, and shall not avoid speaking of unpopular 
truths. This ideal is difficult, and has always 
been difficult in a world that "is under the 
control of the evil one" (1 John 5:19). But this is 
how we show whether we truly care for others, 
or whether we desire only to gain human 
approval. 

- Mark W. Garner , 

"I htme no greater joy than 
to hear that my children are 

walki.ng in the 'trUth." 
3John 1:4 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
.Pancake mix, pancake syrup, toothpaste, saltine 
crackers, shampoo. 

Congratulations 
'Morgan Yates was baptized last Sunday. 

Real Signs On Church Property 
Try our Sundays. They are better than Baskin
Robbins. 
Searching for a new look? Have your faith lifted 
here. 
God so loved the world that he did not send a 
committee. 
Come in and pray today. Beat the Christmas 
rush. · 
When down in the mouth, remember Jonah. 
He came out alright. 

19 
29 

2 
2 
5 
9 
14-15 
16 
19 

Calendar 

January 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus (Willowbrook Village) 

February 
Leadership Follow-up Meeting 
9:00-Noon 
Deacons Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
All Groups Meet At building 
50's Plus Meeting 
Services At Willow Brook 
Winterfest 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 

Continued .... 

Do not wait for the hearse to take you to 
church. 
If you're headed in the wrong direction, God 
allows U-turns 

I 

Sign broken. Message inside this Sunday. 
Fight truth decay-study the Bible daily. 
How will you spend eternity-Smoking or 
Nonsmoking? 

If you don't like the way you are born, try be
ing born again. 

. Dusty Bibles lead to dirty lives. 
Have trouble sleeping? We have sermons
Come hear one! 
Cotne work for the Lord. The work is hard, the 
hours are long and the pay is low. But the re
tirement benefits are out of this world. 
It is unlikely there'll be a reduction in the 
wages of sin. 

Looking at the way s0me people live, they 
ought to obtain eternal fire insurance soon. 

Contributions 
Last Week $6514 IAvgYTD $5725 

Russia $289 I Avg YTD $260 

Youth Min. $237 AvgYTD $256 

Services 
Sunday Blble Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evenlpg 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30am 
10!30 am 
s.~30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elile,rs: Wilbur Allen, TolD: Barnh~d~Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike ffipes, ,Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacon~: Brian Arnold, WU\ Bickley, John-Sradley,l,ynn Champney, 
1<.evin Chivington, Darrell E~ep; Jack Evans,~Mike Evans, Lou LawrenceJ 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters. Mark Morris 
EvangelisJs: Mike Ripes, Totn Barnhardt 

northlandchurchofohrist.com 

Northland Church of Chrisf 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475::0161 
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The On!y · miy 
In Christ there is no East or West. 

In Him no North or South, 
But one great Fellowship of Love 

Throughout the whole wide world. 
This is the only way. 

And our civilization must discover that. Individuals must discover that 
as they deal with other individuals. There is a little tree planted on a 
little hill and on that tree hangs the most influential character that ever 
came in this world. But never feel that that tree is a meaningless drama 
that took place on the stages of history. Oh no, it is a tele5cope 
through which we look out into the long vista of eternity, and see the 
ove of God breaking forth into time. It is an eternal reminder to a 

power-drunk generation that love is the only way. It is an eternal re
minder to a generation depending on physical violence, that love is the 
only creative, redemptive, transforming power in the universeo 

So this morning, as I look into your eyes, and into the eyes of all of my 
b,rothers in Alabama and all over American And over the world, I say to 
you, "I love you. I would rather die than hate you." And I'm foolish 
enough to believe that through the power of this love somewhere, men 
of the most recalcitrant bent will be transformed. And then we will be 
in God's kingdom. We will be able to matriculate into the university of 
eternal life because we had the power to love our enemies, to bless 
those persons that cursed us, to even decide to be good to those per
sons who hated us, and we even prayed for those persons who despite
fully used us. 

Oh God, help us in our lives and in all of our attitudes to work out this 
controlling force of love, this controlling power that can solve every 
problem that we confront in all areas. Oh, we talk about politics; we 
talk about the problems facing our atomic civilization. Grant that all 
men will come together and discover that as we solve the crisis and 
solve these problems - the international problems, the problems of 
atomic energy, the problems of nuclear energy, and yes, even the race 
problem - let us join together in a great fellowship of love and bow 
down at the feet of Jesus. Give us this strong determination. In the 
name and spirit of this Christ, we pray. Amen. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
(excerpt from a sermon given at Montgomery, Alabama in 1957) 



Se1·11ing God 

"WHY?" OR "WHAT?" 

We hurt and nothing seems to help. We pray and suffer anyway. Why? 

That's the haunting questions isn't it? "Why?" Well, three thoughts might help. (a) First, 
we are "created beings" and suffer injury, illness or death because we are subject to the 
laws of nature. (b) Second, we are "human beings" and suffer because we are subject to 
bad choices and their painful consequences. (c) Third, we are "social beings" and, 
because our lives are connected to the lives of others, we are subject to the painful 
consequences of someone else's bad choices. 

The real question is not "why?" but "what?" "What do we do when we suffer?" A study , 
of Job reveals at least three different ways that folks react to the reverses of life. 

1. Curse God. - That's what Job's wife suggested. 
She said, "Doest thou still hold fast thine integrity? Renounce God and die" 
(Job 2:9). 

2. Confess to God. - That's what Job's friends suggested. 
Eliphaz said, "Who ever perished being innocent? (Job 4:7) - "Job you suffer 
because you're a sinner. That's just the way life is." 
Bildad said, "Seek ... God. .. make thy supplication to the Almighty ... Surely ... he 
would awake for thee" (Job 8:5-6). - "Job, 'fess up' if you want things to get 
better." 
Zophar said, "God exacteth' of thee less than thine iniquity deserveth" 
(Job 11 :6). - "Job, you haven't received half of what you should." 

3. Confidence in God. - That's the way Job felt in the long run. He said of God, 
"though he slay me, yet will I trust in him" (Job 13:15). 

"Every path has its puddle." Every life has its low moments. They can turn us away from 
God, cause us to question our relationship with God or they can strengthen our reliance 
on God. The Choice is ours. 

Dan Winkler, From "The Lord's Way" 
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6rowtl1 In Jesus 

FRIENDSHIP & FAITHFULNESS 
THE THIRD EPISTLE OF JOHN 

Week Three 
, Friendship & Ministry (3 John 1 :5-8) 

Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are 
doing for the brothers, even though they are 
strangers to you. They have told the church 
about your love. You will do well to send them 
on their way in a manner worthy of God. It was 

.for the sake of the Name that ·they went out, 
receiving no help from the pagans. We ought 

' therefore to show hospitality to such men so 
that we may work together for the truth. (3 John 
1 :5-8) 

Not only has Gaius remained faithful to the 
truth, he has also brought joy to John through his 
example of ministry and service.. Gaius has 
shown that his friendship with other Christians is 
not merely a social one, but that it extends to 
ministry and even sacrifice. Here again, this 
simple epistle provides us with a clear and 
challenging example of what fellowship truly 
means. Gaius did not seek to gain something 
from others, but to give something t6 them, and 
his example is one that every Christian should 
follow. 

John's mention of "the brothers" refers to a 
group of Christian visitors, which could either 
have been a group sent out from John himself, 
or else could have been one of the groups of 
travelling missionary preachers who were so 
common in the first century church. In either 
case, Gaius seized the opportunity to look after 
their needs and to show hospitality. John tells us 
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that Gaius knew none of them personally, but 
served them anyway, because of his love for 
God and his devotion to the truth. John. 
commends him for this, and then urges him to 
continue. 

Gaius was not himself a missionary or (as far as 
we know) a leader in the church, but he made a 
clear effort to find a way to become a part of an 
important ministry. Unfortunately, too many 
Christians tend towards one of two inadvisable 
extremes when it comes to ministry. On the one 
hand, it can be easy look to the same few 
persons to take care of all of the church's needs, 
instead of encouraging and equipping each 
believer to become part of a ministry. On the 
other hand, it can become easy to force 
everyone into the _same mold, rath_er than 
appreciating every part of the body and every 
aspect of our ministries. "All" that Gaius had 
done was to give these brothers some simple 
hospitality, but it still brought joy to an old 
apostle who had seen and experienced many 
dramatic events in his life. May we also learn to 
delight in the "smallest" things that we see our 
brothers and sisters do in the name of God. 
What matters is not how dramatic an act of 
ministry is, or how costly it is, or even what 
results it leads to. The important thing is 
whether it was done "for the sake of the 
Name" (verse 7). 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Panq1ke mix, pancake syrup, toothpaste, saltine 
crackers, shampoo, Tea Bags, tooth brushes. 

Welcome 
James and Cindi Montgomery placed member
ship last Sunday. Welcome to Northland. 

YOUR SIGNIFICANCE 
We have let' the world define greatness for us. 
Our society has built itself on the philosophy of 
the devil instead of on the wisdom of God. As 
long as we believe Satan's big lie that our lives 
are insignificant unless we are on top, we will 
live in a constant state of dejection, worthless
ness, and strife. 
To overcome this incorrect way 9f thinking, we 
must change audiences. Which audience are 
we trying to please: people in this world, or 
God in heaven? 

Excerpted from 
Making Today Count for Eternity 

2001 by Kent Crockett 

Calendar 

January 
29 SO's Plus (Willowbrook Village) 

February 
1 Leadership Follow-up Meeting 

9:00-Noon 
2 Deacons Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
2 All Groups Meet At building 
5 50's Plus Meeting · 
9 Services At Willow Brook 
14-15 Winterfest 
16 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
19 50's Plus Meeting 

Words Of Wisdom 

Education teaches us the rules, while experi
ence teaches us the exceptions. 

~~ever fear shadows, they simply mean there's 
a light shining somewhere. 

-Old Union Reminder 

Contributions 
Last Week $4823 I Avg YTD $5424 

Russia $245 I Avg YTD $255 

Youth/Min. $140 AvgYTD $217 

Services 
Sun~ay Blble Swdy 
s,un4ay WQrs~IP Servtce 
Sunday Ev~ng 
Wedne,sday 'Evening 

9~"3'0 am 
10:30 a)JI 
5:30 pm 
7:00 P!TI 

Elden: Wilbur Allen, Tom""'B"mlhanlt,. Fnmk ghap~ll,_ RQy Estep, 
Mike:1Hipes, Ray 1home1 Charlie Yates -

='beacons: BrianAmold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Ljnn. Chfilo__£!1-ey1 

'lce~in CMvin8ton. Darrell Estep,, Jack Evans, Mike.BVans,Loi!LaWTenc~ 
Jolfu tm'dsay, •lack Mauersberg, ~l McMasters, MarkMQrris: 

northlandchlll<ll\ofchristcom 
Ellangellsts: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt -

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614)
0 

475-0161 
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Are You Growing As A Christian? 
If you live another five years from today, will you be a much better 

Christian than you are today? 

1. Will you be a better student of the Bible, able to teach others 

about Christ and the Church? 

2. Will you be showing a stronger conviction concerning Christian 

responsibility to those around you, looking for opportunities to 

work in the Kingdom? 

3. Will you be a better example of your lord? 

4. Will you be more careful about what you say to and about 

others? 

5. Will you be more kind and loving? 

6. Wi.11 you be bringi.ng more people to Christ? 

7. Will you be attending the services of the Church more faith

fully? 

8. Will you be giving more of your time, talents and money in ser

vice to God? 

9. Will your thoughts during the day and night be given more to 

God's word and the Church? 

10. Will you have greater faith in God and the Church? 

11. Will you be praying.more fervently, effectively, and more of-

~ ten? .... 
CD 

§ If you can say yes to these questions, you are the kind of Christian that -~ can cause the Church to grow, anywhere you wors~ip. If each of us 

g 
"' 

resolve to surrender our lives, and dediCate our talents to the service of 

God, we have a great future ahead here. 

Let each of us resolve to serve the Lord diligently in the next five years 

~ and make our calling an election sure. 

~ ca 
::i 
r:: 
~ 

Eugene Prince, 

Long-time elder of the Northland Church (written in 1966) 



Se1·14ng God 

PRAYING TO GOD 

Two young boys were spending the night at their grandparents. At bedtime, the two boys 

knelt beside their beds to say their prayers when the youngest orie began praying at the 

top of his lungs. 11 1 PRAY FOR A NEW BICYCLE...'! PRAY FOR A NEW PLAYSTATION ... 

I PRAY F~R A NEW VCR ... " His older brother leaned over and nudged the younger 

brother and said, "Why are you shouting your pr.ayers? God isn't deaf." To which the 

little brother replied, "No, but Grandma is!" 

There is the temptation to pray to people rather than to God. We've all heard public 

prayers, I'm sure, that were worded in such a way so as to "preach" to the congregation 

rather than to approach the throne of God. That's why Jesus said in the Sermon on the 

Mount: 

"And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing 

in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. 

Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. But you, when you pray, go into your 

room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; 

and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly." (Matthew 6:5-6) 

Jesus was not forbidding (as some have suggested) public prayer. Jesus offered many 

public prayers himself. However, he was warning us about the tendency to pray our 

prayers for the express purpose of bei'ng heard by other people. 

-Alan Smith, White House (Tennessee) Church of Christ 

/ 
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61'owth In Jes11s 

FRIENDSHIP & FAITHFULNESS 
THE THIRD EPISTLE OF JOHN 

Week Four: How to Ruin 
Friendship & Fellowship (3 John 1:9c10) 

wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who 
loves to be first, will have nothing to do with us. 
So if I come, I will call attention to what he is 

. doing, gossiping maliciously about us. Not 
satisfied with that, he refuses to welcome the 
brothers. He also stops those who want to do 
so and puts them out of the cfwrch. (3 John 1 :9-
10) 

For all of the wonderful aspects of Christian 
friendships that John has shown us, there is 
another side that must be discussed. It is much 
easier to destroy relationships than it is to build 
them, and both John and Caius knew this by sad 
personal experience. They were both 
acquainted with a troublesome but influential 
church member named Diotrephes, who 
exemplifies some of the quickest ways to ruin 
Christian fellowship and Christian relationships. 
Diotrephes combined a self-serving; self
important attitude with a willingness to gossip 
and manipulate others in order to build himself 
up. , He was the kind of church "leader" that 
unfortunately became common late in John's 
life, and that has been all too common in every 
era since then. 

There is no place in the church for selfishness, 
self-centeredness, self-righteousness, or self
indulgence. The very nature of the body of 
Christ rules out concepts that put self ahead of 
the body. And yet Diotrephes was neither the 
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first nor last to refµse to deny himself while 
claiming to follow Christ Look at the sins he 
exemplifies: amongst other things, he is proud, 
divisive, slanderous, and inhospitable. How did 
such an objectionable person get in a position of 
influence, even leadership? This kind of thing 
happens because the flesh is attracted to these 
qualities, and because others will often indulge a 
strong-willed individual like Diotrephes, 
misinterpreting his aggressive behavior . as 
spiritual strength. In fact, nothing could be 
further from the truth. Persons who rely · on 
intimidation and manipulation for getting their 
way are in reality deeply insecure, and should 
n9t be given spiritual influence or responsibility. 
Ironically, John himself may have struggled with 
this as youth (remember that Jesus once called 
him and his brother the "Sons of Thunder", and 
remember their request that Jesus put them first 
among the apostles), and now he is on the 
receiving end of such hostile behavior. But 
while it may be Diotrephes that this particular 
congregation is following, it is John, the apostle 
of love, cured long ago of the desire to be first, 
who is the proper spiritual example to follow. 

One of the basics of Christianity is that we must 
die to self. We must accept whatever blessings 
God has granted us, without begrudging others 
their blessings. We must deal openly and 
honestly with others, even when we think they 
are in th'e wrong, and must n·ot rely on gossip 
and other ungodly ways of influencing others' 
opinions. Finally, when we must correct or 
even confront someone, we must do it solely 
because of the truth and the importance of 
worshiping God in truth, and must thus pursue 
the matter lovingly, not as a battle of human ' 
wills to be won, but as a mutual effort to come 
to a better understanding of God's will and 
Wor<;t- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The food pantry is in need of the following: 
, Pancake mix, pancake syrup, toothpaste, saltine 
crackers, shampoo, Tea Bags, tooth brushes. 
Special thanks to COCS for two large shopping 
carts of groceries. 

Congratulations 
Phil Starkey was baptized last Wednesday 
night. 

Hospitalized 
Frank Chappell is in Riverside Hospital, room 
312. He had 5 small strokes last Tuesday. 
Please pray for him. 

Mark Your Calendars Today 
We are currently in the planning stages of the 
"Northland 2003 Family Banquet", which will 
be held this year at the "Barn" in West~rville. 
Mark you calendars for May 4th and plan on 
having your whole family attend. More details 
later. 

One-Liners 
To be almost saved is to be totally lost. 
Don't put a question mark where God puts a 
period. 
God grades on the cross, not the curve. 
The church is prayer-conditioned. 
When God ordains, He sustains. 

Calendar 

February 
2 All Groups Meet At building 
5 50's Plus Meeting 
9 Services At Willow Brook 
14-16 Wi nterfest 
16 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
19 50's Plus Meeting 

March 
2 Spring Bible Classes Begin 
2 All Groups Meet At Building 
5 SO's Plus Meeting 
16 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
19 · SO's Plus Meeting 
20-22 Tulsa International 

Soul Winning Workshop 
30 Area-Wide Evening Worship 

Contributions 
Last Week $3592 IAvgYTD 

Russia $190 IAvgYTD 

Youth Min. $185 IAvgYTD 

Elden: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, .Ray Thome, Cbar.Ue Yates 

$4966 

$219 

$209 

Services 
Sunday Bible Swdy 
Sunday Worship Servfce 
Sunday I ventng 
WedneSday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

northlanilchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will BicK.ley, JobnBr:adley; Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell ~step, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrenc~, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersbei:g, Beryl Mc.Mastei:s, Mark Morris 
Evangdists: Mike Ripes, T om Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 

c 
z 
<( 

~ 

:::c 
I-

a::: 

0 

1 (( 

.... ...... •· .. 

&C') ... 
Q) 

.Q 

§ 
<:: 
N 
~ 

Q) 

~ 
~ 

)\ .. 
C) 
C) 
C'I 

N 
~ 
C\1 

~ 
If 

The Dawn Will Come 
Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to 
him, "Friend, lend me three loaves; for a friend of mine has arrived on 
a journey, and I have nothing to set before him"? 

Luke 11 :5-6 

In this parable we notice that after the man's initial disappointment, he 
continued to knock on his friend's door. Because of his importunity -
his persistence - he finally persuaded his friend to open the door. 
Many men continue to knock on the door of the church at midnight, 
because they know the bred of life is there. The church today is chal
lenged to proclaim God's son, Jesus Christ, to be the hope of men in all 
of their complex personal and social problems. Many will continue to 
ome in quest of answers to life's problems. Many young people who 
nock on the door are perplexed by the uncertainties of life, confused 

by daily disappointments, and disillusioned by the ambiguities of hi~ 
tory. We must provide them with the fresh bread of hope and imbue 
them with the conviction that god has the power to bring good out of 
evil. Some who come are tortured by a nagging guilt resulting from 
their wandering in the midnight of ethical relativism and their surrender 
to the doctrine of self-expression. We niust lead them to Christ, \;Vho 
will offer them the fresh bread of forgive'1iess. Some who knock are tor
mented by the fear of death as they move toward the evening of life. 
We must provide them with the bread of faith in immortality, so that 
they may realize that this earthly life is ri)erely an embryonic prelude to 
a new awakening. 1r· -• 

Midnight is a confusing hour when it is difficult to be faithful. The 
most inspiring word that the church must speak is that no midnight 
long remains. The weary traveler by midnight who asks for bread is 
really seeking the .dawn. Our eternal message of hope is that dawn will 
come. 

Faith in the dawn arises from the faith that God is good and just. When 
one believes this, he knows that the contradictions of life are neither 
final nor ultimate. He can walk through 'the dark night With the radiant 
conviction that all things work together for good for those that love 
God. Even the most starless midnight may herald the dawn of some 
great fulfillment. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 



Se1·14ng God 

WHAT I~ GOD LIKE? 

What is God like? Consider three attributes of God, especially as they relate to the salvation of man. 

God is holy. How do we know this? Nature reveals to us His wisdom, pow~r, and creativity, but there is 
nothing in all of God's creation which teaches us that God is holy. God has revealed this attribute about 
Himself through His word (Leviticus 11 :45; 1 Peter 1 :15-16). "Holy" means "set apart." God is separate 
and apart in regard to His purity and His majesty. He is "of purer eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look 
on wickedness" (Habakkuk 1 :13). Since "all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23), 
all should fear the holiness of God. 

God is just. The Psalmist declared: "Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; Mercy 
and truth go before Your face" (Psalm 89:14). Because He is just, God cannot tolerate evil and every sin 
must be punished. As one has correctly observed: "Justice can demand no less. Where there is wrong it 
must be righted, where there is iniquity it must be punished. To overlook a single transgression of divine 
law would be to compromise divine holiness." As sinners, we all deserve the wages of sin: death (Romans 
6:23). 

The dilemma: How can a holy and just God save unholy and unjust sinners yet remain holy and just? Is 
there any hope for us? Is· it possible for us to be saved from our sins? 

God, in all His holiness and justice, could punish each sin on the spot and that would affirm that He was 
holy and just. But then none could be saved. God doesn't want anyone to be lost. He ''desires all men to 
be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth 11 (1 Timothy 2:4). There is another attribute of God to 
consider ... 

God is love (1 John 4:7-8). God, from eternity, had a plan whereby He would demonstrate that He is both 
just, and the Justifier of the sinner, thereby manifesting His grace and love. 

The solution is found in Christi Read Romans 3:23-26. 'Indeed, "all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God/ but God, because of His love, sent His Son, Jesus, to live among men and then to die on the 
cross. On the cross, Jesus paid the price for sin - for your sin, for mine, and for the sins of the whole 
world. In the cross of Christ, God's holiness, justice and love met - demonstrating His mercy and 
providing salvation for sinners like you and me. 

Through the cross of Christ, God both punislied sin and provided the means of our salvation. 
To accept the offer of salvation through Christ, we must believe that Jesus is the Son of God and that He 
died for our sins (Acts 16:31 ), we must repent of our sins (Acts 17:30-31 ), we must confess Christ before 
men (Romans 10:9-10), and we must be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission (forgiveness) 
of our sins (Acts 2:38; 22: 16). Then as we continue to walk in the light as He is in the light, the blood of 
Jesus will continue to cleanse us from our sins (1 John 1 :7). 
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David A. Sargent 
Church of Christ at Creekwood (Mobile, Alabama) 

Growth In Jes11s 

FRIENDSHIP & FAITHFULNESS 
THE THIRD EPISTLE OF JOHN 

Week Five 
The Value of Good Examples (3 John 1:11-12) 

Dear friend, do not imitate what is evil but what 
is good. ·Anyone who does what is good is from 
God. Anyone who does what is evil has not 
seen God. Demetrius is well spoken of by 
everyone - and even by the truth itself. We also 
speak well of him, and you know that our 
testimony is true. (3 John 1; 11-12) 

Diotrephes was an example to John and Gaius 
of everything that should be avoided in 
relationships with others. But they also knew 
another believer, Demetrius, who served as a 
positive and useful example of what was good 
and right. In speaking of Demetrius, John uses 
language similar to many things he said in his 
first epistle, when he tells us that everyone who 
does what is good is from God, and everyone 
who does evil is not from God. Naturally,- since 
every human commits both evil acts and good 
acts from time to time, 'john does not mean that 
we fall in and out of a relationship with God 
based on these acts. What he is saying is that a 
person with spiritual discernment can u~ually 
tell whether a person is following God, by 
observing that person's life and general 
behavior. 

It is interesting that we never learn what 
specifically it is about Demetrius that makes him 
such a good example. Perhaps he was an 
outstanding servant, perhaps he was unusually 
active in bringing others to have faith in Jesus, 
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perhaps he was known for his hospitality, 
perhaps a little of all of those things, or 
something else. It doesn't matter. There are 
many ways that we can show others where our 
heart is and where our faith is, and the point is 
that we ought to make efforts to be an example 
to those around us - both believers and 
unbelievers ~ in whatever ways are available to 
us. 

John makes a telling comment about Demetrius, 
when he says that not only the apostle but also 
"the truth itself" speaks well of Demetrius. By 
this he means that Demetrius's life is not· just 
what .is popularly called "good" by humans, but 
that it exemplifies the standards of love and 
faithfulness as God himself has revealed them to 
us. Not that Demetrius had no faults at all, but 
that he loved God so much that he gave his 
whole heart to living as God called him to. His 
specific qualities or actions are no longer known 
to us, but he was such a positive example that 
not only did he encourage his own generation of 
believers, but even more, his name is still 
recorded for us, many centuries later, as a good 
example worth following. 

- Mark W.- Garner 

"Dear friend, do not imi;. 
tate what is evil but what is 

good. Anyone who does 
what is good is from God. 
. Anyone whp does what is 

evi,l has not seen God." 
3/ohn 1:11 



Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Pancake mix, pancake syrup, toothpaste, Grape 
Jelly, shampoo, Tea Bags, tooth brushes. 

Contribution Statements 
If you have not picked up your contribution state
ment for 2002, they are available in the office. 

Northland Directories 
The new Northland Directories are finally fin
ished. See jack Evans if you did not receive your 
copy last Sunday. Please limit one directory per 
family. If you need more than one copy, let Jack 
know. 
Special thanks to Margie Hipes, Shannon 
Gilkeson, Mary Kay Barozzini, and Chip Evans, 
on their hard work on the colorful front cover and 
center page. 

His Needs Her Needs 
There are new classes in the His Needs Her 
Needs workshops being started. These workshops 
are designed to help troubled marriages and make 
good marriages better. If anyone is interested, see 
Jim or Paula Robbins for more info. 

Young Adult Small Group 
A Small Group Bible study for young adults will 
be starting Sunday, Feb. 9th at 6 p.m. at the home 
of the Chivingtons'. If you are between the ages 
of 18-35ish, you are welcome and encouraged to 
join us! If you have children, you are welcome to 
bring them! See Kevin if you need directions or 
further information. 

-
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16 
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Calendar 

February 
Services At Willow Brook 
Winterfest 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 

March 
Spring Bible Classes Begin 
All Groups Meet At Building 
50's Plus Meeting 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Tulsa International 
Soul Winning Workshop 
Area-Wide Evening Worship 

Thank You 
The entire Ping family would like to thank our family 
here at Northland for all the cards, phone calls, 
prayers, visits and meals that you have provided to 
us during Linda's surgery and recovery period. 

Paul, Linda, Justin & Austin 
Thanks to everyone for concern, prayers and visits 
regarding my recent stroke. I am doing well and 
most function has already returned to my left arm 
and hand. I anticipate full recovery. 

Frank Chappell 

I 

Contributions 
Last Week $6586 IAvgYTD $5290 

Russia $296 AvgYTD $250 

Youth Min. $155 AvgYTD $198 
-

Servlc_ei ~- £.[dets; "Wil~~ Allen •. J'on;i Bami,lardt, Frank ChapP"ll; Roy Est~p, 

Suni:fay Bible Studf 
Sun<fay Worship Service 
Spri<Jay Evgl)ilJg 
Wedr}esday Even1'1g 

9:30am 
10:30 am 
5:30pm 
1:00 run 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 
,1, - - "' 

.~1.l~eBipes; Ray nt>me, 'C!:tarlie Y~tes , _ _ 
Deacons.: Briait ArnQld, Will Bickley~ John Bradley, LYJUl. Cba.tnpm;y, 
Kevin Cl}lvingtoq. D~QU Est~pi Jacl2~vagsj Mike Ev~s: t..ou J...<\wren~e. 
John Lipdsay, Ja~.k=~~u~tsQefg. Bej:yl N;cMa.5t!h-s, Matlt M9nis 
Eva1ftt!/iats: Mike };Ii~ Torn Bambardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Greatest Virtue 
American Christians, you may master the intricacies of the English language. 
You may possess all of the eloquence of articulate speech. But even if you 
"speak with the tongues of men and angels, and have not love, you are be-
come as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal." ' 

You may have the gift of prophecy and understanding (of) all mysteries. You 
may be able to break into the st.orehouse of nature and bring out many insights 
that men never dreamed were there. You may ascend to the heights of aca
demic achievement, so that you will have all knowledge. You m(;!y boast of 
your great institutions of learning and the boundless extent of your degrees. 
But all of this amounts to absolutely nothing devoid of love. 

But even more, Americans, you may give your goods to feed the poor. You 
ay give great gifts to charity. You may tower high in philanthropy. But if 

ou have not love it means nothing. You may even give your body to be 
burned, a'nd die the death of a martyr. Your spilt blood may be a symbol of 
honor for generations yet unborn, and thousands may praise you as history's 
supreme hero. But even so, if you have not love your blood was spilt in vain. 
You must come to see that it is possible for a man to be self-centered in his 
self-denial and self-righteous in his self-sacrifice. He may l:ie generous in order 
to feed his ego and pious in order to feed his pride. Man has the tragic capac
ity to relegate a heightening virtue to a tragic vice. Without love benevolence 
becomes egotism, and martyrdom becomes spiritual pride. 

~ So the greatest of all virtues is love. It is here that we find the true meaning of 
CD the Christian faith. This is at bottom the meaning of the cross. The great event 
~- on Calvary signifies more than a meaningless drama that took place on the 
::::i stage of history. It is a telescope through which we look out into the long vista 

:C:: of eternity and see the love of God breaking forth into time. It is an eternal 
~ reminder to a power-drunk generation that love is (the) most durable power in 
"; the world, and that it is at bottom the heartbeat of the moral cosmos. Only e through achieving this love can you expect to matriculate into the university of 
.a eternal I ife. 
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I must say goodbye now. I hope this letter will find you strong in faith. It is 
probable that I will not get to see you in America, but I will mee~ you in God's 
eternity. And now unto him who is able to keep us from falling, and lift us 
from the fatigue of despair to the buoyancy of hope, from the midnight of des-
peration to the daybreak of joy, to him be power and authority, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

,-
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

From '"Paul's Letter to American Christians" (1956) 



Ser11ing God 

YOUR CHILD DESERVES ... 

Your child deserves to hear you pray earnestly and often. 

Your child deserves to go to worship and Bible classes with you regularly. 

Your child deserves to see you sacrifice for the Lord. 

Your child deserves to hear you talk to others about becoming Christians. 

Your child deserves to go with you to visit the sick and bereaved. 

Your child deserves to be taught the Bible by you. 

Your child deserves to hear you praise the church and her leaders. 

Your child deserves to be enc.ouraged by you to seek and obey the truth always. 

Your child deserves to see you putting the Lord first in your giving. 

Your child deserves to know the Christ living in you. 

Children are an example of their parents. Let's be good examples to our children. 

Train a"child in the way he should 
go, and when he is old he will not 

turn from it. 
... .... Proverbs 22:6 
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Growth In Jes11s 

FRIENDSHIP & FAITHFULNESS 
THE THIRD EPISTLE OF JOHN 

Week Six 
The Community of Believers (3 John 1:13-14) 

I have much to write you, but I do not want to 
do so with pen and ink. I hope to see you soon, 
and we will talk face to face. Peace to you. The 
friends here send their greetings. Greet the 
friends there by name. (3 John 7: 13-14) ' 

In John's simple but heartfelt closing to the 
epistle, he leaves us with a picture of a 
community· of believers and friends whose 
fellowship in Christ has changed not just their 
individual lives, but their relationships with one 
another. In the Scriptures (as opposed to human 
logic and teaching) faithfulness to Jesus Christ is 
always considered to be closely tied to faithful 
friendships with others who love God. There is 
just no provision in God's Word or in God's 
plan for someone who .wants to follow God all 
by himself or herself, without being part of a 
community of others who are doing likewise. 
John therefore leaves his friend Gaius with some 
simple thoughts that emphasize the nature of 
relationships in the body of Christ. 

First, John indicates that the exchange of letters, 
while desirable, is not as satisfying as the hope 
of seeing his friend personally at the next 
opportunity. This is another small, yet 
significant, indication of the value that John put 
on his Christian friends. He also wishes Gaius 
peace, just as Paul so often wished grace, mercy, 
and peace to those who received his letters. The 
best that we can wish for one another is not 

wealth, fame, power, or popularity, for those are 
meager blessings indeed when compared with 
spiritual blessings. If we truly love one another, 
we shall wish each other most of al I to have the 
peace of God, the love of God, and the grace of 
God in our hearts and minds. 

john concludes with an exchange of greetings, 
referring to the other believers, both those with 
him ahd those with Gaius, simply as "friends". 
To John, a friend means much more than a 
casual acquaintance. Jesus once said in John's 
presence, "you are my friends if you do what I 
command. I no longer cal I you servants, 
because a servant does not know his master's 
business. Instead, I have called you friends, for 
everything that I learned from my Father I have 
made known to you." Uohn 15:14-15) In saying 
this, Jesus laid a basis for true friendship that 
John would follow for decades to come. 

I 

Although the ideas in this epistle are simple 
ones, they give us much to think about in our 
own friendships, especially with others who 
believe in the gospel of Jesus Christ. The 
world's ideas about friendships might be easier 
for our flesh to accept, but they are weak ideas 
and bad ideas. To God, friendship and 
faithfulness should go together, as we share in 

. the fellowship that we have been given as fellow 
believers in the truth of the gospel. 

~ Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Pancake mix, pancake syrup, toothpaste, Grape 
Jelly, shampoo, tooth brushes. 

Contribution Statements 
If you have not picked up your contribution state
ment for 2002, they are available in the office. 

Northland Directories 
The new Northland Directories are finally fin
ished. See Jack Evans if you did not receive your 
copy last Sunday. Please limit one directory per 
family. If you need more than one copy, let Jack 
know. 
Spedal thanks to Margie Hipes, Shannon 
Gilkeson, Mary Kay Barozzini, and Chip Evans, 
on their hard work on the colorful front cover and 
center. page. 

His Needs Her Needs 
There are new classes in the His Needs Her 
Needs workshops being started. These workshops 
are designed to help troubled marriages and make 
good marriages better. If anyone is interested, see 
Jim or Paula Robbins for more info. 

Young Adult Small Group 
A Small Group Bible study for young adults will 
be starting Sunday, Feb. 9th at 6 p.m. at the home 
of the Chivingtons'. If you are between the ages 
of 18-35ish, you are welcome and encouraged to 
join usl If you have children, you are welcome to 
bring them! See Kevin if you need directions or 
further information. 
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Calendar 

February 
Winterfest 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
SO's Plus Meeting 

March 
Spring Bible Classes Begin 
All Groups Meet At Building 
50's Plus Meeting 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Tulsa International 
Soul Winning Workshop 
Area-Wide Evening·Worship 

Thank You 
It was truly a blessing for us to spend the week
end with you. A special thank you to the youth 
group and parents for your warm reception on 
Friday evening. It was wonderful to see your 
desire to learn and to help each other along the 
way. We would also like to thank the eldership 
and the steering committee for giving us the op
portunity to be with you. God will truly bless 
your efforts. Because of Christ. 

Troy and Lisa 

Contributions 
Last Week $5988 I Avg YTD $5407 

Russia $212 I Avg YTD $244 

Youth Min. $320 I Avg YTD $219 

Services 
Sunday Blble Sbldy 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

i; Elders: Wilbur AJlen, Tom l3arµhardt, Frank Chappell~ Roy Estep, 

9 . 30 . Mike Hipes; ~~Y Thorne, Charlie Yates 
l 0 ;30 i~ · Dea?ons:.B_rian Arnold, WUI Bickley, John Bra~ey, Lynn Champney, 
S:3o pm ~Kevm ~bmngton, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evens, Lo~ Lawrence, 

7 :00 pm John Lmdsay, J~ck =~auersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Moms 

northlandchurchofchrlst.coin 
Evangelists: Mike HJpe-s, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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It Is Well 

wrrust in the LORD forever,- For in GOD the LORD, we have an ever
lasting Rock. (Isaiah 26:4) 

In the Nineteenth century there was a successful attorney in Chicago by 
the name of Horatio Spafford. He was intelligent, successful, and godly. 
Early on in his success, he came to the realization that he needed to 
have balance both in his home and church as well. He loved them and 
He loved his chu~~h. This guy was trying to build a solid spiritual life. 

In 1871, Spafford's real estate investment was totally wiped 9ut during 
.the great Chicago Fire. Several months before that, his only son had 

ied. Wanting to get things together, Spafford planned a trip to Europe 
with his family. At the last minute, a business development delayed 
him, so he sent his family as scheduled, and he was going to catch up 
with them later. 

However, the ship that they were on got hit by an English vessel, and it 
sank in just twenty minutes. All four of ~·is daughters drowned. His wife 
survived though and was taken to Wali s. From there she sent her hus- ·· 

~ s 
band a message with the words, ''Saved alone." Right away he boarded : 
a ship to meet her. The captain knew his sorrow, so as they were travel-: 
ing, he stopped the boat over the place Spafford's daughters had 
drowned. :-. 

~ He didn't understand why all this had to happen. But that day He 
,N" trusted in the Sovereignty of God. And as that ship was stopped, it was 
"; there that "sorrows like sea billows roll" and it was there that he knew 
E God "regarded his helpless estate" and all he could say was "It is well, 
.a It is well with my soul." This experience led him to write probably the 
~ most inspirational song in hymn books today. 

When we trust in the Sovereignty of God, even though it may not make a sense, and it may call us to have patience, it will always bring a sense 
~ of peace and confidence. 

co .. 
...... 
~ 
~ 
~ 

- Adam Gruse, Verse A Week Club 

· . ..,· 



Serving God 
STRENGTH MADE PERFECT IN WEAKNESS 

I read recently the story of a 1~year-old boy who decided to study judo despite the fact that he had lost his 
left arm in a devastating car accident. The boy began lessons with an old Japanese judo master. The boy 
was doing well, so he couldn't understand why, after three months of training, the master had taught him 
only one 111ove. 

"Sensei," the boy finally said, "Shouldn't I be learning more moves?" 

"This is the only move you know, but this is the_ only move you'll ever need to know," the sensei replied. 
Not quite understanding, but believing in his teacher, the boy kept training: 

Several months later1 the sensei took the boy to his first tournament. Surprising himself, the boy easily won 
his first two matches. The third match proved to be more difficult, but after some time, his opponent 
became impatieht and charged; the boy deftly used his one move to win the match. Still amazed by his 
success, the boy was now in the finals. This time, his opponent was bigger, stronger, and more 
experienced. For a_ while, the boy ' appeared to be overmatched. Concerned that the boy might get hurt, 
the referee called a time-out. He was about to stop the match when the sensei intervened. "No," the 
sensei insisted, "Let him continue." · 

Soon after the match resumed, his opponent made a critical. mistake: he dropped his guard. Instantly, the 
boy used his move to pin him. The boy had won the match and the.tournament. He was the champion. 

On the way home, the boy and the sensei reviewed every move in each and every match. Then the boy 
SUQ1moned the courage to ask what was really on his mind: "Sensei, how did I win the tournament with 
only one move?" "You won for .two reasons," the sensei answered. "First, you've almost mastered one of 
the most difficult throws in all of judo. And second, the only known defense for that move is for your 
opponent to· grab your left arm." · 

The boy's biggest weakness had become his biggest strength. We don't often view our weaknesses i·n the 
same way, but we should. I am reminded of the time that Paul prayed fervently for God to remove some 

·affliction unknown to us, what he called a "thorn in the flesh." Refusing to remove•it, God said to Paul, "My 
grace is sufficient for you, for my strength is made perfect in weakness." (2 Cor. 12:9). That seems to make 
no sense, and yet we see throughout the Bible how God is able to work despite the weaknesses of men and 
women, showing.forth his power - David with his small stature against Goliath the giant, Gideon a man of 
no significant background leading a greatly outnumbered band of men, Jesus taking on humanity in the 
form of e helpless baby. In fact, the greatest demonstrations of God's power have come when men and 
women have felt the weakest. . Remember that the next time you feel inadequate. 

"Therefore most gladly I will rather b_oast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me .... For 
when I am weak, then I am strong." (2 Cor. 12:9b-10) · 

-Alan Smith, White House (Tennessee) Church' of Christ 
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Growth In Jestis 

BEFORE THFGENTILES & THEIR KINGS 
PAUL'S TRIP TO ROME (ACTS 21-28) 

Week One: Introduction and Outline . 

While on his third missionary journey, at the 
height of his successful ministry in Ephesus, the 
apostle Paul made an important decision (Acts 
19:21-22).· He planned out a detailed itinerary 
for the future, deciding to leave Asia soon and 
then make several important stops. He decided 
to go back through Macedonia and Greece, 
making return visits to congregations he had 
previously helped 'to establi·sh, and would then 
go to Jerusalem. This fateful decision would 
have many implications for Paul's futu.re, as we 
see in the later parts of the book of Acts. 
Further, he decided that after going to Jerusalem 
he would go to Rome itself. He did indeed end 
up going to Rome, although not at all in the 
manner he must have anticipated when he made 
these plans. 

This study will follo~ Paul on his trip to Rome, 
beginning with -the journey to Jerusalem, ,which 
be.gan the chain of events that finally brought the 
apostle to Rome. The book of Acts details each 
step of this trip, because it has so many lessons 
to teach us. Even a spiritual giant like Paul 
found that his own plans and goals would 
frequently be changed or discarded by God, in 
favor of God's own better and more complete 
plans. In that respect, Paul is no different from 
any of us. But where he differed from most 
persons was in his willingness, indeed his 
eagerness, to see his will replaced by God's will. 
Paul often Initiated plans and designs, am.Ii wa~ 
never idle, but when God showed him 
something better, Paul quickly changed course 
and followed God's will instead' of his own. 

3 

Even as Paul made his way to Jerusalem, there 
were many who feared for his safety there (Acts 
21: 1-16). On his arrival, he was met with joy by 
the 1Christians of Jerusalem, and made every 
effort to placate those who were zealous for the 
law of Moses, but was still arrested (21 :17-36). 
After the tumult that followed, Paul addressed 
the crowd (21 :37-22:21 ), but that only aroused 
further antagonism. As the Romans decided 
what to do with Paul (22:22-30), he was also the 
subject of a heated dispute ir;i the Sanhedrin 
(23:1-11) and of a plot against his life (23:12-22). 
Paul was then sent to Caesarea, the Roman 
provincial capital (23:23-35), where he faced his 
accusers (24:1,.9) and offered his defense (24:10-
21 ). The Roman governor procrastinated in 
deciding the case 1(24:22-27), and when a new 
governor also offered little hope to Paul, he 
appealed to the emperor (25: 1-12). The 
governor then consulted with King Agrippa, who 
met with Paul to help the governor with his 
report (25:13-27). Before the king, Paul testified 
about his source of hope (26: 1-6), and gave 
testimony about Jesus (26:9-23), provoking 
differing reactions from the governor and the 
king (26:24-32). · Plans were then made to take 
Paul to Rome (27: 1-12), but the trip was 
complicated first by a storm (27: 13-26) and then 
a shipwreck (27:27-44). After spending the 
winter on the island of Malta (28: 1-10), Paul 
finally completed the journey (28: 11-16), and 
even as a prisoner began a new ministry in. 
Rome (28: 17-31 ). Through it all, Paul remained 
an example of faith and hope, and an example of 
devoted ministry in any and every circumstance. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Pancake mix, pancake syrup, toothpaste, Grape 
Jelly, shampoo, tooth brushes. 

Contribution Statements 
If you have not picked up your contribution 
statement for 2002, they are available in the 
office. 

Directories 
· The new Northland Directories are finally fin
ished. See Jack Evans for your copy. Please 
'limit one directory per family. If you need 
more than one copy, let Jack know and he will 
accommodate you at a later time. 

Thank You 
I thank God for quick healing! He brought me 
through surgery and provided loving care 
through Frank (Cowans). Thank you to the lov
ing. Northland family for prayers, visits, calls ' 
and carqs. I am blessed by the love and con-
cern of all of you. Vicki Thomas 

Congratulations 
Phillip Butler was baptized on Thursday 
February 13th. The angels are rejoi.cing. 
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Calendar 

.March 
Spring Bible Classes Begin 
All Groups Meet At Building 
SO's Plus Meeting 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Tulsa International 
Soul Winning Workshop 
Area-Wide Evening Worship 

Items Needed 
The Teen Room is in need of your donations! 
We continue to spruce up this room and would 
appreciate any of the following items: pencil 
sharpener, couch, rugs, floor pillows, floor 
lamps (not fluorescent), power strips with long 
cords, cups and pop (always). 

One Liners 
Are you wrinkled with burden? Come to the 
church for a facelift. 
When praying, don't give God instructions -
Just report for duty. 
God doesn't want shares of your life -
He wants a controlling interest. 

Contributions 
Last Week $4078 I Avg YTD 

Russia $290 I Avg YTD 

Youth Min. $135 I Avg YTD 

$5217 

$250 

$207 

Servl~es 

Sunday Bible sw_dy 
SUbday Wol'$hlp Servfce 
Svnl'.lay E\ienJng 
Wednesday Ev.e!llng 

9:30 am 
10:30am 
5:30 Pm 
1:00 Pm 

£,Iden: Wil,bur A.Hen, Tom Barnhardt, Fran.le Chappell, Roy Estep, 
M,ike lfipes, Ray ·Tho.me, Cbatlie Ya~s 
Deacons: Brian AI:nold, Will Bickley,-John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Cbjvington, Darrell Estep~ Jaqk'EYans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, lack Mauef"l!berg, B~cyl ~cMasters. Maik Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Bainbardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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When Being ft.ight Is Wrong 

Is it possible? Can there ever be a time when being right is 
wrong? Just when can being right be wrong? 

a .. When one is more concerned about winning an argument 
than helping one see the truth. · 

b .. When one uses the truth in an effort to hurt another rather 
than to heal another. 

c .. When one is more concerned about justifying self than de
·ending God, 

'd .. When one uses truth as an opportunity to be smug, proud, 
and condescending. 

These are all times when being rightis wrong, We certainly need 
to seek the truth. It's the truth that will set us free from our sins 
Uohn 8:32). But we must also understand that mere possession 

·of truth does not make us right. We must also possess proper at-
~ titudes along with that truth. · 

~ 
~ 

As we spend our lives in pursuit of the truth, may we be just as 
diligent to spend our lives in pursuit of good attitudes, fo~ it's not 

~ enough to simply possess truth, we must posses it with the right 
E attitude. May God help us to speak the truth in love (Ephesians 
::s 4:15). -~ 
a 
C) 
('Iii 

cw)' 

"""' ~ 

~ 
if 

Steve Higginbotham, 
South Green Street Church of Christ Weekly Devotional 



Se1·11ing 6od 
THE DAWN WILL COME 

"Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to him, "Friend, lend 
me three loaves; for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set 
before him"? Luke 11 :5-6 

\ -

In this parable we notice that after the man's initial disappointment, he continued to 
knock on his friend's door. Because of his importunity-his persistence - he finally 
persuaded his friend to open the door. Many men continue to knock on the door of the 
church at midnight, because they know the bred of life is there. The church today is 
challenged to proclaim God's son, Jesus Christ, to be the hope of men in all of their 
complex personal and social problems. Many will continue to come in quest of answers 
to life's problems. Many young people who knock on the door are perplexed by the 
uncertainties of life, confused by daily disappointments, and disillusioned by the 
ambiguities of history. We must provide them with the fresh bread of hope and imbue 
them with the conviction that god has the power to bring good out of evil. Some who 
come are tortured by a nagging guilt resulting from their wandering in the midnight of 
ethical relativism and their s'urrender to the doctrine of self-expression.· We must lead 
them to Christ, who will offer them the fresh bread bf forgiveness. Some who knock are 
tormented by the fear of death as they move toward the evening of life. We must provide 
them with the bread of faith in immortality, so that they may realize that this earthly life is 
merely an embryonic prelude to a new awakening. 

Midnight is a confusing hour when it is difficult to be faithful. The most inspiring word 
that the church must speak is that no midnight long remains. The weary traveler by 
midnight who asks for bread is really seeking the dawn. Our eternal message of hope is 
that dawn will come. 

, 
Faith in the dawn arises from the faith that God is good and just. · When one believes this, 
he knows that the contradictions of life are neither final nor ultimate. He can walk 
through the dark night with the radiant conviction that all things work together for good 
for those that love God. Even the most starless midnight may herald the dawn of some 
great fulfillment. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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Growth In Jesus 

BEFORE THE GENTILES & THEIR KINGS 
PAUL'S TRIP TO ROME (ACTS 21-28) 

Week Two 
On the Way to Jerusalem (Acts 21:1-16) 

As Paul made his way towards Jerusalem, in 
accordance with the plans he had made while 
he was still in Ephesus, those who cared about 
him continued to express their concern over 
what might happen to him in Judea. The closer 
he came to his destination, the greater was their 
concern. The other believers knew the kind of 
opposition that awaited him, and begged him 
not to go, setting an increasingly ominous tone 
as he nears his destination . Yet Paul continues, 
having been persuaded that it was God's will for 
him to go there. 

From Miletus, where he had made a special stop 
for his farewell meeting ~ith the Ephesian 
elders, Paul continued on his way to Jerusalem 
in stages (21: 1-6). Paul's itinerary is a series of 
short trips, sailing from Mifetus to the island of 
Cos, and then to the island of Rhodes (site of the 
Colossus, one of the 'Wonders of the Ancient 
World') off the south coast of Asia, and then to 
the mainland port of Patara, on the south coast 
of present-day Turkey. From there they sailed to 
Phoenicia (just north of Judea) and landed at 
Tyre, barely 100 miles from Jerusalem. Here 
Paul and his companions stayed for a week, 
enjoying the company of the Christians there. 
Knowing Paul's intentions, the believers at Tyre 
pleaded with him not to go to Jerusalem. When 
it was clear that be would proceed anyway, they 
offered their prayers for him. In a memorable 
picture, they jojned together in prayer right on 
the beach as Paul prepared to sail away. 

3 

From Tyre, Paul sailed to Caesarea, about 50 
miles down the coast, making the trip in two 
days with a stop in Ptolemais (21:7-16). In 
Caesarea, he stayed at the home of Philip, one of 
the Seven, whose earlier activities are detailed in 
Acts 6 and Acts 8. Now, some 20 years later, 
Philip is known primarily as an evangelist, and 
has four daughters who have a prophetic 
ministry of their own (this could ,mean that they 
predicted the future, but it could also mean that 
they provided inspired teachings from or about 
God's Word). The prophet Agabus (seen also in 
Acts 11), came at this time to Caesarea and 
predicted, using the kind of acted-out image that 
some of the Old Testament prophets used to 
employ, that when Paul went to Jerusalem he 
would be· bound and arrested. 

After Agabus made this prediction, the Christians 
with Paul began yet another attempt to dissuade 
him from heading to Jerusalem, · where such 
danger obviously awaited him. But Paul 
expresses in no unclear terms his determination 
to continue. Convinced that it is God's will, he 
is ready to go there even if he dies as a result. 
Once the other Christians realize the depth of 
his resolve, some of them accompany him on 
the overland trip to Jerusalem, the last trip for 
s9me time to come that Paul would make as a 
free man. Paul's determination to proceed with 
his plans in Spite of the danger is well worth 
considering. He did this not to glorify himself or 
to prove his own courage or strength, but simply 
because he · understood it to be what God 
wanted him to do. A faithful believer needs no 
other reason . 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Pancake mix, pancake syrup, toothpaste, tooth 
brushes. 

Special Guest Speaker 
Troy Blair will be speaking again this evening! 
All groups please meet at the building at 5:30 
p.m .. Please bring finger foods and drinks to 
share afterwards, in the annex. 

Sign Classes 
The sign cl.asses will start on Tuesday, March 4 
from 7-8 p.m. The room will be announced 
later. 

Parents 
:~-COCS would like to ask parents to know where 
}~their children are after services on Sunday 
~~"morning and Wednesday classes. Last 
·'Wednesday night toys were broken in the 4. 

year old class and had to be thrown away. In 
the 2 year old room people have been using 
diapers that belong to our child care parents 
and. not replacing them. Thank you for helping 
us. 

Thank You 
We sincerely thank you for all the kindness, the 
prayers and support for our family during our 
time of loss and bereavement. 

Tim Houpe & Family 
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Calendar 

March 
Spring Bible Classes Begin 
All Groups Meet At Building 
50's Plus Meeting 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Tulsa International 
Soul Winning Workshop 
Area-Wide Evening Worship 

Bridal Shower 
There will be a shower honoring Vicki Thomas 
on Saturday, March 8 at 2 p.m. at the Thorne's 
home. Come join us for lunch and celebrate 
with Vicki. Vicki and Frank are registered at 
Meijer and Bed, Bath and Beyond. Maps will 
be available next week on the visitors table. 

New Address 
Dion Hope has a new address, please make 
note of it in your new directory 3460 Oaklawn 
St. Columbus, 43224, 447-0527. 

Annex Cleanliness 
When you use the annex for any purpose, 
please leave it in the same or better condition 
then when you arrived. Thank you 

Contributions 
Last Week $4316 I Avg ,YTD $5104 

Russia $485 I Avg YTD $280 

Youth Min. $285 AvgYTD $217 

Services 
Sunc;lay Bible Study 
Supday..Wors~lp S~rVtce 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 al.Tl 
10:!0 am 
5:30 pm 
"7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilhur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank ChappeJl, Roy Estep, 
M.ikellipel!,''Ray J'home, Ch!ll'1ie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arn9ld, wuJ~icldey, JQb,.n B"radley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darr~trEstep,Tack-Evans, Mike Evans, Lou .L~wrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersoerg; Becyl MoMasters~ Mark Morris 
Evangelists: MikeHi_pes. Tom.Barnhardt 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Co~umbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Peeling Of Pretense 
Before I was converted, a lot of Christians seemed like pretenders to me. One 
of my best defenses against a Christian witness went something like this: 
"Christians are not real people." I never had to explain to anyone what I 
meant. The strength of my argument was taken for granted. 

Now, as a Christian, struggling to be seen as-areal person, I see how unfair my 
earlier judgments were. I understand how easy it is to appear phony. 

It's because part of being a Christian is being kind to other people. Even those 
people whose lifestyles make us uncomfortable. One aspect of the problem is 
how to be kind and not alienate persons we want to influence for Christ - yet 
being unafraid to speak out against sin. It is a balancing act most of us do not 
do well and the unsaved can easily come to think that our faith is just a hobby. 

Do you suppose Jesus was eager to"touch the lepers? Tough call, but surely 
most of us have a hard time with that sort of thing. We mask anything distaste
ful for the sake of love. It is a form of pretending. 

Jesus was often accused of being wicked, partly because people misunder
stood Him. Active Christians encounter something like that. Commissioned 
to influence a wqrld we no longer fit into, we can expect to be misunderstood. 
It is a lonely feeling to find yours~tf.out of step with the world and sometimes 
with people you love. The temptation to equivocate is strong. It is easy to get 
wobbly and seem unreal. Pr~tending is an option our flesh knows well. 

~ But Jesus calls us to be, not to pretend to be. The distance between these two 
.Q points can span a lifetime. If we are i~secure in o~r relationship with other 
§ Christians or with God, pretending allows us to deceive oursel\'.es; to pande.r 
~ to our fe1;1rs of being different. 

~ However, being different is unavoidable if we grow closer to God's intended 
Cl> design for us. The more we grow the sharper our contrast with the world. 
§ That brings discomfort and a wistful temptation to reject the growth .:.. I suspect 
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There is no easy way to overcome this desire to pretend. But, struggling with 
our flesh is a necessary spiritual exercise. I have learned to examine my mo
tives when I sense my flesh wanting to dominate. It helps. Usually I find that 
part of my problem is the desire to project the perfect Christian image. Thank
fully, this is getting weaker with time, and it should. I pray one day it will 

.. completely die and take with it thetemptation to pretend. 
C'I 
.c::: 
~ 

Howard Glass, in "Pulpit Helps" 

~ 



Servi11g God 
WITH JESUS IN THE GARDEN 

An unforgettable moment for me occurred on a hydrofoil between Mainland China and Hong Kong, during 
a trip to visit with believers on the mainland. The small group I was with was accompanied by a Chinese 
pastor who joined us at the dock. On the trip over he was very quiet. I knew that he had been imprisoned 
fro fifteen years for preaching the gospel and that he now went in and out of China to preach to his people, 
for awhile enjoying the freedom of an open door. On the way back,. he asked, "May I share my story with 
you?" In wonder and deep humility, I listened as he quietly related the following: 

"When I was arrested and sent to prison, we were assigned to work details. I worked many places, always 
under the watchful eye of a guard. Eventually I noticed that the guards carefully avoided the 'night-soil' 
pits - the place where the human excrement was kept to be used as fertilizer on the fields. The stench was 
so horrible and the maggots and worms so plentiful that the guards stayed away from anyone who worked 
there. So I asked if I could be transferred there. Since the other prisoners didn't want that job, I was 
immediately given the assignment. 

"I was thrilled! There I could meet with my Lord every morning without interruption. Every day I would 
start by singing: 

'I come to the garden alone 
While the dew is still on the roses. 
And the voice I hear falling on my ear 
The Son of God discloses. 
And He walks with me and He talks with me, 
And He tells me I am His own .. . ; 

"That night-soil pit became my garden." 

The pastor showed me his hands, which were gnarled and broken from the beatings he had received. It 
was the meetings in the garden with his Lord that had kept him sane. 

Whenever I become dissatisfied with my time with •God and begin to make excuses about why it's not 
convenient, or why there just isn't enough quality time, the serene face of that dear man comes back to 
remind me that no excuse will do. Jesus will make a garden out of any place"I choose to meet Hirn! 

Another face and another garden came to mind: Jesus, in the Garden of Gethsemane. Here, Jesus sweated 
great drops of blood in the dread anticipation of His death and burial. But He must have taken comfort in 
fellowship with the Father, fo.r Han angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened himN (Luke 
22:43). 

My friend, you and I Will probably never be called upon to spend time in a prison camp or a night-soil pit, 
nor will we suffer for the sins of the .world, but because we are often harried, stressed out, overworked, and · 
strung tight, we do need to slow down and make a garden of wherever we happen to be. Jesus will meet 
us there! Jan Silvious (From The 5-Minute Devotional) 
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61·owth /11 Jes11s 

BEFORE THE GENTILES & THEIR KINGS 
PAUL'S TRIP TO ROME (ACTS 21-28) 

' Week Three: Paul In Jerusalem (Acts 21:17·36) 

Jerusalem was a city very different from the 
Gentile cities that Paul had long been in the habit 
of visiting. Both Paul's reception and his 
decisions reflect this. Rather than begin 
immediately with a preaching ministry, he goes 
well out of his way to assure everyone in the 
town that he is still a practicing Jew, and that he 
honors the customs and practices he was brought 
up with . But none of this prevents Paul from 
becoming the focal point of hostility and attack. 

As Paul arrives in the city for the first time in 
several years, he also reports on the latest news 
from the Gentile churches (21 :17-19). He is 
received with joy by the Christians, and is 
welcomed by James and the other elders. Paul 
certainly had much news to pass along, and Luke 
says that Paul "reported in detail" on his ministry, 
which must have occupied no little time. 

But Paul is also made aware that he is no longer 
in Ephesus or Philippi or Corinth (21 :20-26). He 
thus puts into practice a principle that he 
described elsewhere as 'becoming a Jew to the 
Jews' . The church in Jerusalem was strong and 
large, but their view of religion was very different 
from that of the Gentiles, and was even different 
from that of the Jewish believers in cities outside 
of Judea. Even the Christians in Jerusalem were 
still zealously following the Mosaic law, insofar 
as it did not conflict with Christianity, and they 
had difficulty in trusting any other worshipper of 
God who did not do likewise. Accordingly, the 
elders appeal to Paul to do everything he can to 
assuage the anxieties of the Jerusalem Christians, 
by joining_ in the traditional purification rites. 

3 

Paul thus agrees, planning to go through a 
complete seven-day period of purification. 

But none of this prevents Paul from being arrested 
(21 :27-36). The trouble arose not from local 
residents, but from a group of visitors from Asia 
who had heard about Paul there, and who now 
spread bad reports of him throughout the city. 
Their accusations against Paul's teachings, and 
their unwarranted assumption that Paul had taken 
the Ge.ntile Trophimus into the temple area, were 
erroneous, ,but emotionally effective. The result 
was a sudden disturbance that would deprive 
Paul of his liberty for quite some time to come. 
As we see several other times in Acts, a v.ague 
emotional appeal was all it took to get the whole 
city in an uproar, and to endanger not only Paul's 
life but also the peace and safety of the entire 
city. 

When the Roman garrison commander found out 
what was happening, he acted at once. To the 
·Romans, there were few things worse than civil 
disorders, and as soon .as they realized that Paul 
was the focus of the trouble, they arrested him. It 
is something of an irony that only their arrival, as 
Paul was being savagely beaten, prevented the 
hate-crazed crown from killing him on the spot. 
Clearly, Paul's attempts to placate the overly 
zealous believers in the old law were not 
effective. This episode is an interesting example 
of how even the most sincere efforts at harmony 
will accomplish nothing when others' hearts and 
minds are closed. Was Paul still right to try? If 
nothing else, we know how sincerely he had 
hoped for a peaceful visit. Yet it shows that even 
an apostle cannot head off conflict solely through 
his own love and sincerity. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Pancake mix, pancake syrup, toothpaste, tooth 
brushes, tea, coffee. 

Thank You· 
Thank you for your prayers, cards and encour
aging words during my recent illness. It's won
derful to know that you care. Perry Coate 

Sign Classes 
The Tuesday nlght-sign language class will start 
March 11th. It will be in room E30 ~t 7 p.m. 

Thank You 
We thank our Lord for all good things! Thanks 

to all those who were able to attend the Father/ 
Daughter Brunch this past weekend. The re- . 
sponse and attendance was wonderful! Thanks 
to Northland for sponsoring the event, Thanks 
to Delois Yates for her 0 decoration consulting0 

and service!· Thanks to al I those in the YAM 
who were able to.serve the Northland dads and 
daughters by 'hosting the event-· it could not 
have gone so well without you -you've been a 
great example of servant hearts and an encour
agement to many! The.young adult ministry is 
looking for ways it can contribute to the body 
and build up the church in order to be a vital 
ministry within Northland - stay tuned for more 
"body building" events. stronger families make 
a stronger church to the glory of God I 

• 

Kevin & Linda Chivington 
& the Young Adult Ministry 

Calendar 

March 
16 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
19 SO's Plus Meeting 
20-22 Tulsa International 

Soul Winning Workshop 
30 Area-Wide Evening Worship 

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
The Ohio Dominican University is. sponsoring a 
VITA site (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
Program) until April 15th. Any senior citizens or 
low-income wage earners are welcome to call 
(614) 251-4595 to schedule an appointment to 
have their taxes prepared free of charge. For 
questions and more information please call 
(614) 253-3576. 

Congratulations 
·John Carrick was baptized last Sunday evening. 
The angels in heaven are rejoicing. 

Annex Cleanliness 
When you use the annex for any purpose, 
please leave it in the same or better condition 
then when you arrived. Thank you 

Contributions 
Last Week $7765 I Avg YTD $5400 

Russia $326 I Avg YTD $285 

Youth Min. $220 I Avg YTD $217 

Servfc~ ~ ~~en; ,_Wil~ur AUen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappe'~~ Roy Estep, 

Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am Mike Ripe,S, ~y Thom~, ~har~e Yates 
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 afu De~ons:;B!1an. Arnold, 1Will Bickley, John J:!radley, L~.Champney, 
Sunday Evening ; 5:30 p"' Kevm ~hivmgton. Darrell~t~p. Jack£~~ Mik~ ~van:s;t.ouLawi:ence 
Wednesday Evening 7:00 pm John Lm9,.say, Jack Mauersb~rg, Beryl McMa,ters;"M:ark Morris 

n ~L•---'-~. L-•-L • · Evangelists: MikeHipes. Tom Barnhardt 
ll<UWUIUL11U(CUULLI.1liR.cQ ' . ' 

Northland Clhurch of Christ 4581 Cle\'eland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Depending Upon Christ's Blood 
One night a young woman who had a very rough past, involving 
alcohol, drugs, and prostitution, felt the tug of God at her heart in 
a church service. She responded to God's call and accepted 
Jesus as her Lord and Savior. The immediate change in her was 
evident, and as time went on she became a faithful member of 
the church and teacher of young children . 

She also in time caught the eye and heart of the minister's son, 
and eventually they began to make wedding plans. This is when 
the problems began. About half of the church did not think that 
a woman with a past such as hers was suitable for a minister's 
on. 

The issue became such a bone of contention that they decided to 
have a meeting. As the people made their arguments and ten
sions increased, the young woman became very upset about all 
the things being brought up about her p~st. As she began to cry 
the minister's son stood to speak. '~· 

' ' I-Ji' 

"My fiancee's past is not what·is on trial here," he said. "What 
~ you are questioning is the ability of the blood of Jesus to wash 
~ away sin. Today you have put the ~lood of Jesus on trial. So, 

.Q does it wash away sin or not?" The whole church began to weep 
§ as they realized that they had been slandering the blood of the 

:C: Lord Jesus Christ. 
N' ..... 
CD 

§ -~ 
~ 
a; 

'5 
II;, 

~ 

Too often, even as Christians, we bring up the past and use it as a 
weapon against our brothers· and sisters. If the blood of Jesus 
does not cleanse the other person completely then it cannot 
cleanse us completely. If that is the case, then we are all in a lot 
of trouble. · 

Author unknown; from 0 Pulpit Helps" 
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GEORGE AND THE DRAGON 

- A poor vagabond, traveling a· country road in England; tired and hungry, came to a roadside inn with a 
sign reading: "George and the Dragon." He knocked. 

The innkeeper's wife stuck her head out a window. "Could ye spare some victuals?" he asked. The 
woman glanced at his shabby clothes and obviously poor condition . "Nol" she said rather sternly. 

"Could I have a pint of ale?" "No!" she said again. 

"Could I at least sleep in your stable?" "No!" By this time, she was fairly shouting. 

The vagabond said, "Might I please ... ?" "What now?" the woman interrupted impatiently. 

"D'ye suppose," he asked, "I might have a word with George?" 

·-
Is it possible that people around us who are in need view us as a "dragon" because of our callous 
indifference to their plight? Oh, I know, I know. I'm sure many of you did what I did this past 
weekend. As you sat down to a sumptuous feast, you offered up a prayer to God for those "less 
fortunate." But did you actually do anything to help anyone? 

I 
We live in a time when it's easy to be suspicious. There are some who refuse to work, preferring to 
live off the government and charitable organizations. There are some who seem to take joy in seeing 

1 .. how much they can get f~om nai~e souls willin~ to believe their concocted "sob stories." But, th~re 
are also many around us m genuine need, and 1f we're not careful, we can come across to them like 
the woman above - indifferent and uncaring. 

The scriptures have much to say about our attitude toward those in need. In fact, Jesus said that will 
be orie thing which determines where we will spend eternity (Matthew 25:31-46). May we be known 
not only as a people who care, but as a people whose concern is shown through our actions. 

"If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one of you says to them, 'Depart in 
peace, be warmed and filled,' but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, 
what does it profit?" (James ·2: 1 5-16) 

Do people view you as George ....... or the dragon? 

-Alan Smith, White House (Tennessee) Church of Christ 
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6rowth /11 Jesus 

BEFORE THE GENTILES & THEIR KINGS 
PAUL'S TRIP TO ROME (AClS 21-28) 

Week Four 
Paul Addresses the Crowd (Acts 21:37-22:21) 

In the hope of quieting the tumult, and of perhaps 
opening a door to ministry, Paul takes the chance 
of speaking himself to the angry and unstable 
crowd. In this well-known speech, he recounts his 
conversion and also tries to set forth some of the 
reasons why he follows Jesus. In reading it, we 
know that there is not much chance of . this 
working, but to Paul there was never a bad 
opportunity to .proclaim his faith in Jesus. 

Being now a prisoner, Paul must first ask for 
permission to speak (21:37-40). The Roman 
commander had little familiarity with Paul or with 
Christianity · or with any of the details of the 
controversy, and thus a question of identity arose. 
To the commander, Paul sounded suspiciously like 
a particular Egyptian rebel who had, shortly before 
this, led a revolt in the desert. Paul has to assure 
him that he is someone else, and only then he is 
allowed to speak. 

Paul first tells the crowd of his past life (22:1 -5). 
He speaks in Aramaic (a sister language to Hebrew, 
and the language most commonly spoken by the 
Jews in this era), as a sign of his heritage, and 
recounts how he himself was thoroughly trained in 
the law. In the hope of further emphasizing his 
Jewish credentials, he talks about his former 
attitude towards Jesus, and his determined 
persecutions of Christians. Although the crowd 
chooses not to accept this, Paul's change of heart 
from his previous position is quite remarkable, and 
was an event that should have caused them to 
reflect. Only something remarkable could have 
produced such a change. 

3 
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In .fact, it was something remarkable that turned 
Paul around, as he indicates when he recounts his 
conversion (22:6-21 ). He tells of meeting Jesus as 
he was on the way to Damascus, intending to 
persecute the believers there. As a result of Jesus' 
appearance to him, he learned God's real purpose 
for his life, which was not to persecute Christians 
but rather to be one, and indeed to persuade the 
Gentiles also to accept Christ. Paul's mission in 
life, then, contained an inherent conflict between 
old and new. Not only did he have to 
acknowledge the spiritual limitations of the old 
law, to which he had devoted so mu~h of his life, 
but he also had to adjust his thinkirig to take the 
good news to the Gentiles, most of whom did not 
even know the law. Paul does, then, understand 
the reasons for the violent opposition to his 
message from those who were devoted to 
traditional Judaism. But he also knew that they, no 
less than anyone else, needed to hear the truth; 
and he knew that he was God's chosen instrument 
to teach them the truth, whether they chose to 
listen to it or not. 

So far, Paul's ministry in Jerusalem has produced 
no positive outward results. And yet we know that 
it was God who sent him there. Following God's 
plans· does not always mean that we . can see or 
expect short-term results. ·sometimes the goals of 
God's plans are farther in the future than we can 
see, and sometimes the very goals themselves are 
not things we could fully appreciate from our 
earthly perspective. Throughout the long, trying 
sequence of events in these chapters, Paul does not 
question God's wisdom or doubt God's love and 
grace. He simply does what he thinks God is 
calling him to do, and entrusts to God everything 
thaf he cannot control himself. 

- Mark W. Carrier 



Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Pancake mix, pancake syrup, toothpaste, tooth 
brushes, all juices, instant coffee. 

Area-Wide Worship 
The Area-Wide Evening Worship is planned for 
Sunday March 30th at Northland. Please bfing 
.sandwiches, veggies, chips, desserts, and pop. 
We will also..fleed helpers to set-up, serve and 
clean-up afterwards. Please see Lynn Champney 
if you can help. 

Banquet 
The banquet is just around the corner - May 
4th. Brian Arnold is looking for volunteers to 
help. Please see him if you are interested in 
the planning. 

Thank You 
Thank you for y()ur prayers concerning the con
flict at work. It resolved itself 1st thing Monday 
morning and I take great strength from the be
lief that God intervened because of your 
prayers. Kerry Brown 

· Thank You 
Thanks to all of you who have been praying for 
my mom, Joyce.·. She came through her surgery 
well and her recovery is progressing normally. 
Thanks also for your prayers for Kerry's mom, 
Lozelle, with her recent heart attack. She ar
rived home in Cincinnati safe and sound. 

Joy Brown 
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Calendar 

March 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
SO's Plus Meeting 
Tulsa International 
Soul Winning Workshop 
Area-Wide Evening Worship 
At Northland 

April 
50's Plus Meeting 
Daylight Savings Begins 
Deacons' Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
All Groups Meet At Building 
50's Plus Meeting 
Easter 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus At Willowbrook 

co cs 
It's Grandparents Day again at COCS on Friday, 
March 21st. The program starts at 9 a.m. in the 
auditorium. Everyone from the pre-sc~oolers 
on up to the seventh graders will have a part in 
entertaining you. Come and enjoy the morning 
with us. 

Contributions 
Last Week $4981 I Avg YTD $5358 

Russia $172 I Avg YTD $274 

Youth Min. $200 I Avg YTD $215 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Ripes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northJandchurohofohfist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A Lost Art 

Vance Havner once said, "Walking is a lost art. Any pedestrian 

along a country road these days is presumed to be either out of 

his head or out of gas." This philosophy is clearly seen in the 

language of our culture today in such familiar refrains as "life in 

the fast lane" and "Why walk when you can ride?" 

What is it-about walking? Some say it is too boring, while others 

claim it is a much too slow way of getting around. Still others 

omplain that walking wears them out. But regardless of the ex

cuses we give for not walking, it is common knowledge that 

walking is good for your health. It is also a good way to slow 

down the pace of life and enjoy God's creation. 

Walking 'requires us to .be consistent. When we were born, walk".' 

ing was not'an immediate skill we performed. It was something 

that had to be learned. The same is true in the spiritual realm. 

Walking with God is a practical skill that takes time to learn . 

Once you le~rn to walk as a Christian, you have a lifetime to 

practice and keep in top form . 

Leadership Ministries 

''But if we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we h(tl)e fellowship with one an

other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, 
purifies us from all sin." 

1/ohn 1:7 
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GOD'S PATTERN FOR LIVING 

In the pursuit of happiness, man has gone to great,l~ngths to entertain himself with endless amusement, exciting, 
people, and material gain, while ignoring the obvious pattern which Almighty God has given, not only by Word but 
also by example. Just as a child learns by watching his/her parents, even before he/she can understand words, we are 
able to learn by observing the actions of God. 

' 
1. God Worked: 
"In the beginning God created" (Gen. 1 :l) Creating is God's work. Man can make things, assemble things, or change 
things, but he cannot create things (i.e.: make something from nothing). While creating is God's work, man is expected 
to work if he wants to enjoy life. Before sin entered the Garden· of Eden, God had instructed Adam to work both 
physically and mentally. Adam was to work in the garden (Gen. 2: 15). That was his physical work. He was also to 
name every living thing that God had created (v.2:19). That was mental work. If we sit around and do nothing, we 
will never find happiness. 

2. God Reflected: 
. At the end of each day, God look(!d at.the work He had done, and "saw that it was good." We, as humans, often 
complain instead of reflecting. Of course, our work is not perfect as God's always is, but I believe that God has built 
into the work process, a certain amount of satisfaction for a job well done. We can learn to improve our lives if we 
take time to reflect. Whether our labor is mental or physical, it is good to reflect and assess our accomplishments. The 
Apostle Paul wrote to-the Galatians: "But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing ... " (v.6:5) 

3. God Rested: 
After six days of creating, God rested a day. · If .w.e W()rk seven days a week, we try to do something God would not do. 
I am not sure that God needed to rest, but rather He rested to set an example for us. Jesus said, "The Sabbath was 
made for man, and not man for the Sabbath" (Mark 2:27). The word •sabbath" means a day of rest. Working without 
resting brings frustration to the mind and weariness to the body. 

. 4. God Was. Refreshed: 
, "In six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day He rested, and was refreshed" (Ex. 31 :17). This 

is such an amazing statement. ·· It is hard to comprehend God needing to be refreshed, but if we study the Hebrew word 
· it makes perfect sense. Perhaps an illustrati9n .will help us to understand what is meant: After you have worked hard 

all day, you stand on a mountain top and allow the gentle breezes to refresh you; or you look out over the ocean while 
the .cool breezes bring a sense of calm ,and renewal to your, inner being. Since God's power could not have been 
exhausted, it seems that He just simply enjoyed the moment. 

Could it be that we have ignored Cod's design for an invigorating spiritual life and settled for the mediocre or even 
less? The church needs refreshing, preachers need refreshing, Sunday school teachers need refreshing. Do you need 
refreshing? Here is how: 

1. Work to the best of your ability. It is good for you. 
2. Rest from your labor, worship God and fellowship with other Christians in a Bible-teaching church, at· 

least one day out of seven. You will be blessed. 
3. Reflect, not only on what you have done, but on what God has done for you. You will be satisfied. 
4. Be refreshed by the gentle breezes of G_od the Holy Spirit. It takes time to be holy! We must not rush the 

process, as we follow God's pattern for living. 
Donald W. Raub, in •rulpit I lelp~· 
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Growth In Jes11s 

BEFORE THE GENTILES & THEIR KINGS 
PAUL'S TRIP TO ROME (ACTS 21-28) 

Week Five 
The Crowd & The Romans React 

(Acts 22:22-30) 

W~en Paul's speech succeeded ·only in 
making the situation mor~ volatile, the Roman 
commander was faced with the difficult 
decision of how best to handle this 
controversial man. He has even fewer choices 
when he discovers that Paul is a Roman 
citizen. This assured Paul of his legal rights, 
and led to the first step in a chain of events 
that would eventually take him all the way to 
Rome. 

The reaction to Paul's speech was, 
unfortunately, entirely negative (22:22-29). 
The frenzied crowd screamed for his death 

_and, unable to vent all of their hatred for him 
through shouts alone, flung dust jn the air and 
performed other· rather bizarre actions in a 
desperate attempt to convey the depth of their 
emotions. It is most unfortunate that no one in 
the crowd would even con~ider any of the 
wise and amazing things that Paul had said in 
his speech, just as it is most unfortunate that · 
so few persons in the world today will listen to 
the important things that God's Word has to 
say to them. But in both cases, we cannot be 
too surprised. The message of Jesus Christ is a 
spiritual message, and the flesh does not like 
it. Only those who want to overcome their 
own fleshly nature will give an honest hearing 
to the message, and those who do not want to 
hear it wi II often react violently because of 

their fear arid insecurily. Make sure never to 
confuse this kind of reaction with strength -
anyone who reacts in rage and hatred, as does 
this frenzied crowd, is demonstrat.ing not 
strength, but weakness and fear. 

Now from a Roman perspective, it was not 
very important whether Paul himself was 
actually guilty of anything. What mattered 
was that he was responsi,ble for a civil 
disturbance, which was something that Rome 
did not tolerate. Accordingly, the commander 
decided to flog Paul in order to force him to 
talk. Yet this plan is suddenly thwarted when 
Paul reveals his Roman citizenship to the 
centurion who was preparing to supervise the 
flogging. Not only did Paul's rights as a 
citizen prevent them from flogging him until 
found guilty of a crime, this also forced the 
Romans to deal with the problem exclusively 
through the court system. Like the Jews of 
Jerusalem, the Romans have little interest in ' 
considering the deep truths about God that 
Paul is teaching. Like so many in the world, 
they just want to keep things the same, and 
will use force (physical, legal, or otherwise) to 
keep them that way if necessary. This too is a 
sign of weakness, not strength. 

Thus began the long legal process in the case 
' of Paul the apostle, which would eventually 

take him all the way to Rome itself. As the 
first step (22:30), the Roman commander 
ordered the Jewish Sanhedrin to assemble, 
giving them the responsibility of formulating 
some specific charges against Paul. So, for the 
first of what would be many tim,es over the 
next couple of years, Paul , prepared to defend · 
himself and to proclaim Christ at the same 
time. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
All juices, instant coffee. 

Banquet 
The banquet is just around the corner, May 4th 
5:30 pm, at the Everal Barn in Westerville. 
Brian Arnold is looking for volunteers to help 
with various areas of planning. There will be 
no childcare this time. The cost will be $10 for 
teens and adults and $5 for children between 
ages of 6 and 12. 

Foster Care 
The Yates will be having an information meet
ing about foster care, If you'd like to attend or 

.;_have any questions; please talk with Charlie or 
!:Delois. 

Pictures 
''if your family picture is not on North lands 
Bulletin Bo-ord in the Foyer and you would like 
it to be, see Jack Evans in th,e foyer after ser
vices Today! 

Directory 
We are currently working on making a supple
ment for the Northland directory. If you are not 
listed in the last directory and would like to be, 
give all your information to Jack Evans after ser
vices Today! 
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Calendar 

March 
Area-Wide Evening Worship 
At Northland 

April 
50's Plus Meeting 
Daylight Savings Begins 
Deacons' Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
All Groups Meet At Building 
50's Plus Meeting 
Easter 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus At Willowbrook 

Change Of Address 
Susan and Clark Shepherd, 5694 Crossing 
Court, Columbus, 43231. Phone number: 
898-3840 

New Address 
Dorothy Gallagher, 4761 Raflin Ct., Columbus; 
43231. Phone number: 794-1990 

Contributions 
Last Week $611 7 I Avg YTD $5427 

Russia $247 I Avg YTD $271 

Youth Min. $350 I Avg YTD $227 

Services 
Stinday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell E&tep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt , 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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One Memorable Meal 
I 

Six-year-old Brandon had watched his mother make pancakes often 
enough that he was sure he could do it too, so one morning he d~cided 
he'd make breakfast for his parents. He found a big bowl, pulled a 
chair to the counter, opened the cupboard, and pulled out the heavy 
flour canister. But it tipped over onto the floor. 

· Undaunted, Brandon scooped some of the flower into the bowl with 
his hands, then mixed in most of a cup of milk, and added some sugar. 
Then he broke a couple of eggs into the batter, getting qnly a little egg
shell into the mix. 

y this time, both he and ~is kitten were leaving floury tracks on the 
kitchen floor. And Brandon was getting frustrated. This was supposed 
to be a very special treat for Mom and Dad, but things were not going 
well. Suddenly he saw the kitten licking from the bowl. But as he 
reached to push her away, he knocked the egg carton to the floor. 
Frantically he tried to clean up the damage, but he slipped on the bro
ken eggs and got his pajamas all smeared with-the sticky mess, And he 
didn't know what to do next. 

Brandon was ready to cry anyway - and then he saw his dad standing 
~ ,in the doorway. It was too much, and the tears flowed. He was sure a 
~ big scolding was coming, and maybe even a spanking. But his father 
~ came to him, picked him up, and hugged him - even though it meant 
::i getting his own pajamas white and sticky in the process. :z: . 
~ That's how God deals with us. We try to do something good in life, 
Q) but it turns into q mess. Our marriage gets all sticky, or we insult a 
E friend, or we can't stand our job, or our health goes sour. Sometimes 
-§ we just stand there in tears because we can't think of anything else to 
~ do. That's when God picks us up and loves us and forgives us. 

But just because we might mess up, we can't stop trying to "make pana cakes" for God or for others. Sooner or later we'll get it right, and then 
~ God and others will be glad we tried. 

cw;' 
C"lol 
.c: 
~ 
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Pecan Grove Church (Greenville, Texas) 



Ser11ing 6od 

UNGUARDED SPEECH 

NBut I say to you, do not swear at all ... but let your 'Yes' be 'Yes' and your 'No,' 'No.' For 
whatever is more than these is from the evil one" (Matt. 5:34,37). -

The life of righteousness must issue in the language of righteousness; this is the essence of the 
teaching set forth in Matthew 5:33-37. Not only should speech be guarded when God's Name is 
invoked, but at all times and in every circumstance in life. In view of this, it is imperative that we 
should consider: 

The Se_rious Character of Unguarded Speech: 0 You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform 
your oaths to the Lord" (v.33). Jesus is here pointing out the serious cha'racter of unguarded 
speech. The Jews divided oaths into two classes: those that were· absolutely binding and those 
that were not. This dichotomy affected the conversational life of that day, which the Lord . 
severely condemned. Swearing falsely is the sin of perjury, while spea~ing loosely is the sin of 
profanity. 

The Solemn Condemnation of Unguarded Speech: NDo not swear at all," said the Master (v.34). 
God condemns unguarded speech for two reasons: first, the present-day effects, and second, the 
future-day exposure. Jesus declared: 0 every idle word men may speak, they will give accouht of 
it in the day of judt,ment" (Matt. 12:36). 

The Simple Control of Unguarded Speech: "Let your 'Yes' be 'Yes' and your 'No' be 'No.' For 
whatever is more than these is from the evil one" (v.37). Scholars tell us that the Greek 
construction here suggests two thoughts: evil in our hearts (internal attack) and also the influence 
of the devil (external attack). Thank God the solution is "Let your 'Yes' be 'Yes' and your 'No' be 
'No." The only One who speaks like that_ is the Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, our daily 
experience should find us speaking the words prompted by the Savior who· dwells in us by His 
Spirit (Gal. 2:20). 

Guard my lips dear Lord, I pray, 
As I live and talk each day; 

Teach me always to employ, 
Words of grace, and truth, and joy. 

Stephen F. Olford 

Growth In Jesus 

BEFORE THE GENTILES & THEIR KINGS 
PAUL'S TRIP TO ROME (ACTS 21 -28) 

Week Six 
Paul Before the Sanhedrin (Acts 23i1 ~ 11) 

Before taking further steps with an obviqusly 
unusual prisoner, the Roman commander hoped to 
get a clearer view of the reasons why Paul was 
arousing such passionate hatred. Having little 
familiarity himself with Jewish laws and customs, -
he thought that by making Paul appear before the 
Sanhedrin he could get a better grasp of the 
situation. Instead, this simply led to more 
commotion, ·as the Sanhedrin itself was divided in 
its attitude towards Paul. 

The hearing was contentious right from the 
beginning (23:1-5). After Paul made a brief, honest 
opening statement of his innocence, the high priest 
Ananias ordered the guards to slap Paul on the 
mouth, as a demonstration of contempt for him. 
Paul and the high priest then engaged in a harsh 
exchange of words, with Paul bluntly criticizing the 
high priest's lack of dignity and integrity. When 
Paul was challenged for making such criticism of 
the high priest, he replied in rather ambiguous 
fashion. 'ft is not entirely clear whether Paul knew 
all along who the high priest was, and was 
ironically pointing out how his behavior was 
hardly "'{Orthy of such a position, or whether he 
had not actually realized that the high priest 
himself had given the order to slap the prisoner. In 
either cas~, the unfriendly dialogue underscores 
the blind hatred for Paul amongst the priests and 
Sadducees who held most of the power in the 
Sanhedrin. 

(The Sanhedrin was the ruling council of the Jews. 
It was dominated by the Sadducees, who held most 
of the positions of power in the Jewish community. 
The Pharisees were in the minority in the 

3 

Sanhedrin, but in the ' Jewish commun ity as a 
whole, the Pharisees were m'uch more popular. 
Thus, as a practical matter, the Sadducees could 
not usually get away with making controversial 
decisions unless the Pharisees supported them, or 
were at least willing to tolerate what the Sadducees 
wanted to do.) 

Paul then makes a statement to the council that 
was · calculat~d to provoke the response he wanted 
(23:6-1 O). Stressing his heritage as a Pharisee, he 
takes the focus off of himself by indicating that one 
fundamental. difference between him · and the 
priests was his hope in a resurrection . This 
sharpened the conflict with the worldly, ambitious 
Sadducees, who refused to believe in any form of 
spiritual reality, whether resurrection, angels, 
spirits, or anything else. But it gave him instant 
credibility with the Pharisees, who as the minority 
in the council must surely have appreciated and 
respected someone who could stand before the 
intimidating religious rulers and so boldly proclaim 
a belief in the resurrection. The Pharisees therefore 
defend Paul vigorously, to the point where the 
confrontation threatens to turn violent. Seeing this, 
the Roman commander realizes that the hearing 
will not produce any worthwhile information, and 
indeed that if prolonged it will simply cause. new 
disturbances. He therefore once again orders that 
Paul be taken away and placed in the custody of 
Roman troops, both for his - own safety and to 
prevent further disorder. 

After this, which would only be the first stage in a 
long. ordeal, God exh_orted Paul to take courage 
(23:11). The final destination of this dispute would 
be Rome, where Paul would also need to testify 
about God. Throughout the battle ahead, Paul 
never lost sight of his opportunities to proclaim the 
truth of the gospel even as he defended himself 
legally. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry wants to thank everyone for all 
your past donations. Stay tuned for more needed 
food items next week. 

Banquet 
The banquet is just around the corner, May 4th 
at 5:30 pm, at the Everal Barn in Westerville. 

. Brian Arnold is looking for volunteers to help 
with various areas of planning. There will be 
no childcare this time. The cost will be $10 for 
teens and adults and $5 for children between 
ages of 6 and 12. 

Pictures 
If your family picture is not on North lands 
Bulletin Board in the Foyer and you would like 
it to be, see Jack Evans in the foyer after ser
vices Today! 

Directory 
We are currently working on making a supple
ment for the Northland directory. If you are not 
listed in the last directory and would like to be, 
give all your information to Jack Evans after ser
vices Today! 

Area0 Wide Worship 
The Area:Wide Evening Worship is planned for 
this evening, March 30th at Northland. Please 
bring sandwiches, veggies, chips, desserts, and 
pop. We will also need helpers to set-up, serve 
and clean-up afterwards. Please see Lynn Champ
ney if you can help. 

Calenda1· 

March 
30 Area-Wide Evening Worship 

At Northland 

April 
2 SO's Plus Meeting 
6 Daylight Savings Begins 
6 Deacons' Meeting 8:00 a.m . 
6 All Groups Meet At Building 
16 SO's Plus Meeting . 
20 Easter 
20 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
30 . SO's Plus At Willowbrook 

You Are Invited 
The Northland Family is invited to attend the 
wedding of Frank Cowans and Vicki Thomas. 
The celebration will be next Saturday, April 5th 
at 1 :30 p.m. here at NorthlaPd. Reception 
following at the Everal Barn 

Contributions 
Last Week $4443 I Avg YTD $5345 

Russia $107 I Avg YTD $257 

Youth Min. $90 IAvgYTD $216 

SeJvices 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Woi1liip Service 

'Elders: Wilbhr A.Uen~ Tom Barnhard~ Fra11k Cllappell, Roy Estep, 
·lO 'MikecH.ipes, Ray Thome.-Ch.arlie Yates 

Sanday Evening · -
Wednesday Evening 

t~~lO :~ Dea~ons~:B.rian Arnold, WilJ ·BiokJey, J~~~ Bra~ley, L~ ·Chainpn~L 
S:JO pm Kevm ?h1~mgton, DarteU_~st~p, Jac~Evan§~~~ike Evansi LOl~°L!lwrence, 
J:OO pm John LmdSay, I~ck ~auersoerg, B~l ~eMasters, Ma:rK: ~oms 

' · Evangelists: Mike Hlpes, Tom Bainhari:lt 
landchui;chofch · 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Calling His Mighty Men 

Chapter 11 of 1 Chronicles records the story of David's mighty 
men, who came to him during the time of his rejection. Later, 
when he was elevated to the place of kingship, these men were 
ele.vated also. 

There is a corollary here that we cannot pass by. Today, the Lord 
Jesus Christ is calling out a people to His name; they are His 
"mighty men.'1 And these are the days of Christ's rejection, since 
He has not yet assumed His position on the throne as King of · 
kings and Lord of lords. 

David also was a rejected man. Although he was eventually 
anointed king of Israel, during the years when Saul was still reign
ing, David was fleeing for his life.. Yet there came to him from 
every side men who put themselves under his command. They 
became David's mighty men. 

In our day, Christ is rejected by the world. I don't have to labor 
to make that point. If we can't see that, we can't see anything. 

~ You and I live in a world yvhere the Lord Jesus Christ is rejected. 
~ But during this period, He is calling out a people to His name. 
~ He is our Savior, our Lord and Master today, so we will have to 
::i wait until He comes to the place of _Kingship. Then, we are told, 

:::Z:. we are to reign with Him. 
('Iii,! ..... 
E Since our Lord is rejected, I don't know why in the world some 
,a believers attempt to become the most popular people in town. 
~ They cannot beo The Lord Jesus said that since the world hated 

Him, it would hate us also. If you are popular with the world to
day, it is time to take a long look at yourself. My friend, if you 

a are a true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, then the devil's crowd 
~ will be your enemies. We are living in the period of Christ's re
Q.. jection, and He is calling out His mighty men. 
C") 

ii J. Vernon McGee in Pulpit Helps 
Ii;; 

~ 



Se1·1i11g God 

Everything in its Place-Week 1 
Honor Due the Lord 

"A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then I am the Father, where is My honor? 
And if I am a Master, where is My reverence?' says the LORD of hosts .... 'when you offer the 
blind as a sacrifice, is it not evil? And when you offer the lame and sick, is ft not evil? Offer it 
then to your governor! Would he be pleased with you?" Malachi 1 :6-8a 

There's a long-held maxim "A place for everything and everything in its place." The 
place, then, for God, must surely be above all things, beyond all things-and yet, mysteriously, in 
our hearts, as well. I greatly fear that the concept of true, genuine, dowri-on-your knees 
spirituality has been desperately crippled over the last century. 

Science has often tried to explain God's wonderful works without giving Him His due 
credit in the process, falling sickeningly short of the potential for enlightenment and growth in 
our faith. Science is science and religion is religion and never the twain shall meet. However, 
" ... since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities-His eternal power and divine 
nature-have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are 
without excuse (Romans 1 :20)." 

Technology, our slave and our master, has also played a part in the lack of honor given to 
our Lord today. I'm not saying advancements are evil, but if our faith and fulfillment come solely 
from what we have accomplished and propose to accomplish, then we become our own ·gods. 
As humans, it's remarkably easy to get pretty proud of ourselves because we can ma\.e a toaster 
or fly to the moon. These are great accomplishments, to be sure, but where did our abilities 
originate? All that we have and are is because of God's goodness. "Let him who boasts, boast of 
the Lord (II Cor. 10:17)!" 

Apathy. In our soft, sensual culture saturated with every kind of ease and luxury (heaven 
forbid we should have to hand wash our own dishes!) we often fail miserably at seeking the Lord 
at all. Abundant physical blessing is a mixed one, to be sure. May we never get so caught up in 
our "comfy things11 that we completely forget to be spiritually minded, humbly acknowledging 
our Sovereign Lord as the one, true praiseworthy God. "Every good gift and every perfect gift.is 
from above Uames 1: 17 ) ... " 

Thoughts and Challenges: God is real Uohn 17:3). God gets jealous (Exodus 34: 14)-. God is 
above all gods (I Chr. 16:25). God is worthy of honor, glory and praise (Rev. 4:11 ). 

Prayers: Father, may we honor you above all earthly accomplishments and trappings. Life now 
and with you in heaven is the only true life there is. Please protect us from Satan's schemes to 
convince us to ignore you or dishonor you. 

-Linda Chivingt_on 
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Growth In Jesus 

BEFORE THE GENTILES & THEIR KINGS 
PAUL'S TRIP TO ROME (ACTS 21-28) 

Week Seven 
Another Plot Against Paul (Acts 23:12~22) 

Right after the fruitless debate in the 
Sanhedrin, Paul faced yet another plot on his 
life. This one, though, was much more 
organized and cold-blooded than were the 
spontaneous persecutions he had faced on his 
various mission circuits. While there were 
many persons who had persecuted Paul solely 
because someone else had appealed to their 
emotions and insecurities, this plot is designed 
by a coldly calculating group of selfish persons 
who wanted to silence Paul because of the 
harm he was doing to their prestige, authority, 
and self-interest. And they want not just to 
chase him out of town, but to kill him. Yet, as 
always, God was in control, and this plot 
became the catalyst for moving Paul to the 
next stage of the trip that eventually would 
lead to Rome. 

The very next morning after the fracas in the 
Sanhedrin, an organized plot to kill Paul was 
devised (23:12-15). Paul's enemies simply 
won't give up, and here in Jerusalem we see 
the same kind of determination that we see 
also in some of his mission tour stops. Paul's 
unrelenting teaching of the full trut.h of the 
gospel was received with great joy by those 
who just wanted to know the truth, but to 
those who were set in their own stubborn self
will, the gospel was a terrible threat, and 
hearing it provoked a fanatical opposition to 
anyone who, like Paul, spoke the full truth of 

God. This time, his enemies are also using 
deception: they suborn the religious leaders of 
Jerusalem, persuading them to ask the Romans 
to send Paul for another i,nformational hearing, 
while the organizers of the conspiracy wait to 
ambush and kill him when he comes. This 
willingness to use lies and deceit, on the part 
of men who were supposedly so zealous for 
the law, shows how badly their vision had 
been blinded and distorted by their insecurity 
and their hatred of Paul. 

But the Roman commander is alerted of the 
plot, so that it does not come off (23: 16-22). 
Paul's own nephew was the first to hear of it, 
and through him, Paul is able to send word to 
the Romans aqout the plan. The centurion 
and the commander both accept it as their 
duty to protect a Roman citizen, regardless of 
what offenses he may have committed against 
the public peace, and 'they immediately set 
about the task of making plans to protect their 
prisoner. We thus see again how ·God 
continued to protect Paul by many different 
means - some expected and some 
unexpected -· as Paul followed the path God 
had called him to walk. 

The fanatic zeal of Paul's enemies reveals a lot 
about them, and it is paralleled in the many 
ways that the world in every era tries to 
silence the truth of the gospel, whether by 
physical force, legal manipulations, slander 

· campaigns, or other means. Paul's way of 
handling all this is an example to us. He is 
not concerned for himself, but is· instead 
concerned that God's Word not be squelched 
by this fleshly opposition. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family lnfo1·mation 

Food Pantry 
fhe food pantry is in need of the following: 
Canned juice, tea, coffee. 

· Congratulations 
Charles Thomas·was baptizeq this riorning. 
His address is 850 Marth Lane, Whitehall, OH 
43213. Phone 861-6733. 

Congratulations 
CJ and Kristina Williams had baby girl. 
Savannah was born March 30. She weighed 8 
lb. 10 oz. and was 20 3/4 inches long. 

Congratulations 
Cheri and Jim Foster had" baby boy. He was 
born M~rch 29. He weigned 7 lb. 6 oz. and 
was 20 inches long. 

Young Adults 

6 
16 
20 
20 
30 

4 

7 
11 
15 
18 
21 
24-26 
25 
25 
26 
31 

Calendar 

April 
All Groups Meet At Building 
50's Plus Meeting 
Easter 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus At Willowbrook 

May 
Church Banquet At the "Barn" 
In Westerville 5:30 p.m. 
50's Plus Meeting 
Mother's Day 
C.O.C.S. Spring Concert, 7:30 p.m. 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Tree Haven Encampment 
Evening Worship At Tree Haven Camp 
Services ArWillow Brook 
Memorial Day 
C.O.C.S. Kindergarten Graduation 

Banquet Thrr.5e ·in the Young Adult Ministry Group will 
be meeting for lunch Sunday, April 6th after 
services at the Wendy's on Morse Rd. and 
Northtowne. 

The banquet is just around the corner - May 
4th. Brian Arnold is looking for volunteers to 
help. Please see him if you are interested in the 
planning. 

Hospitalized 
Dion Hope's mother, Samantha, was in a car 
accident last Wednesday. Please pray for her. Last Week 

Contributions 
$5321 I Avg YTD $5343 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
~unday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30.pm 
1;oo pm 

northlandchurch.ofchrist.com 

Russia $182 I Avg YTD 

Youth Min. $255 I Avg YTD 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank ChappeH, Roy Estep 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

$252 

$219 

Deacons: BrianAmold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Cfulmpney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evarf~, ~e Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Linasay .. Jack Miuersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Moms 
Evangeliits: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Preach The Word 
Nl determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified. I was with you in weakness, in -fear, and in much trem
bling. And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive 
words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 

. power, that your faith should not be in the. wisdom of men but in the 
power of Godn (1 Cor. 2:2-5). 

Seldom in the history of our country has there been a greater need for 
the sound preaching of the Word of truth in the power of the Holy· 
Spirit. It is God's pleasure that preaching should continue to the end of 
the age (1 Cor. 1 :21 ). In our text, three aspects of preaching clearly 
stand out: 

1. We Must Have a Divine Focus in Our Preaching: ·Njesus Christ 
and Him cruCifiedH (v.2). The focus of preaching is the Person 
of Christ. Jesus Christ - His humanity and deity·.:.. must be pro
claimed. Our focus'musfalso be the Passion of Christ: NHim 
crucified. H The word NcrucifiedH is emphatic in the Greek. 
There is no gospel" without preaching the blood. 

2. 

3. 

We Must Have a Divine Force in Our Preaching: N ... in dem
onstration of the Spirit and of powern (v.4). This supernatural 
force is both the enabling and enveloping power of the Holy 
Spirit. Jesus promised that His disciples would be 
uenduedH (clothed) with the power of the Holy Spirit We must 
believe His promise and r.eceive His power every time we 
preach the Word. 

We Must Have a Divine Faith in Our Preaching: NYour faith 
should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of 
God" (v.5). This is a faith that embodies content in preaching 
and establishes converts by preaching. It is saving faith uin the · 
power of Godn (v.5b). I exhort all who read these "Points to 
Ponder" to Npreach the Word" until Jesus comes! 

"'Preach the Word," the call is clear, 
Lift up Christ as Savior, Lord, 
Sound the message without fear, 
By God's power, "Preach the Word!" 

Stephen F. Olford, in Pulpit Helps 



Se1·14ng God 61·owth In Jes11s 
.turns over to the governor the responsibility 
for deciding Paul's guilt or innocence. 

Everything in its Plac:e-Week 2 · · BEFO · · · b · ,. RE THE GENTILES & THEI~ KINGS Thus Paul ts brought safely and without 
Honor ue our Elders . · PAUL'S f R:I P T0 R0 ME (AClS 21·28} ineident t'6 CaesaFea, a trip of approKimately ~ 

· "Now we ask you, brothers: to respect those who work hard among you, who are over you in the 
Lord and who admonish you. Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work." 

- 1 T-hessal.oRians 5: 12 

Week Eight 
On To Caesarea (Acts 23:23-35) 

60 miles overland (it would be about 50 miles 
by air) from Jerusalem (23:31 ~35). Once they 
are safely clear of Jerusalem, a little more tran 
halfway to Caesarea, the Romans feel that it is 

Atage 32, I had a tonsillectomy. I guessi I would call this experience "unpleasant" in the same Responsible for; ~rotecting the safety and rights safe to cut back a l ~ttle on the precautions. So 
way that my Lamaze coach called labor pains ""uncomfortable." Regardless, the nurses who prepped of ~ Roman c1t1zen, th~ Roman commander most of tbe troops return to Jerusalem, where. 

~ 

me were remarkably kind, reassuring and gentle, repeatedly calming and soothing me throughout the .decides t~at the safest _thing. to do would be to they would be needed for other purposes, 
process. Despite their gentre efforts, however, my "problem veins" were evading their IV needles and transfer his contro~er~1al pns~ner to Caesarea, leaving only seventy cavalrymen to guard Paul 
a great n;iisery 'began. the Roman , provincial capital, where the the rest of the way. On arrival in Caesarea, 

One narse tried, then called on anott:l-er nurseL-who tried and then called on another nurse. Roman presence and the distance from the governor questions Paul briefly as to his 
Flghtingback~~~,l~ntinue~ogrltmy~~~ ·reali~gfu~fueircomfo~ngwordsand ffieirshMp Je~~an o~r~~~~~~~~~~e~~~#in~~ 

·needles both repreSented their care for me. ' - _ settled more quietly. Given the hatred for custody until arrangements can be · maqe for 
. A nurse's duty is. to see to fu&'Comfort of.l':ier patient, but also to his or h~r rn~dical well-being. Paul in Jerusalem, just getting him out of town his trial. 

Spirituarly, an elder st)epherds th_e tot<d's..f~Q(;k-i~uch..tbe..sam~ay,_gently_guidiilg us on a.godly req~ired considerable planning and haste. 
pathA and using the "roe'~ w~en yve need it, as well. When it came time for my surgery, .the needle This sudden exit from Jerusalem would be just 
absolutely had to ge.t in and do its job. My medical well-being, at that time, had to take precedence .. . one of many adventures that Paul would face 
over my comfOFt In the same way, our elders may have to say things to us that may wound our pride, over the next couple ·of years, as he made his 

·. but are intende'd·to ~pur us on toward love anti goe~"Cieecls. · way to Rome one step at a time. 
"Let the elc!ers who rule well be considered worthy of double t10hor (I Tim 5:17a)." Our -

elders have a wonderfu1 privilege and a weigllty responsibility. Those of us under th'eir leadership in 
the Lord are looking to them for guidance, strength and prayer. Anyone willingly taking on this 
responsibility in love certairrly deserves our patient submission and respect. Are they imperfect? Yes. 
Do they care about us? Absolutely. In I Peter 5:1-4, elders are urged to tend the flock willingly, 
eagerly, honestly and as humble examples to thli flock. "And when the chief shepherd is manifested 
[they] will obtain the unfading crown ol glory." 

Let's appreciate their example and love, bestowing honor upon them out of a grateful heart. 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
We are to clothe ourselves with humility toward one ~mother, for God opposes the proud, but gives 
grace to the humble. In the same way, we ought to be "teachable" and open to what our leaders 
would show us. God can work with a humble heart! 

Prayers: 
_Let's pray tliat:we~may accept our- leaders=directiart as :ti cey:ai:e:seeking:Go . .cL 1\ \a:y yye st1 i ve to Liglitel"I 
their burden by having a strong individual faith which contributes to the overall strength of the body, 
and may God give them ever-increasing wisdom to lead us in a way which glorifies God. · 

It does not take the experienced Romar:i 
commander very long to come up with a plan 
for such a situation (23:23-30). When the 
Romans knew thei.r duty, they generally 
performed it promptly and efficiently. Here, 
the commander assigns an impressive guard to 
protect Paul, and wisely has them leave at 
night for Caesarea, before even the first step of 
the planned conspiracy can be carried out. So 
the prisoner Paul is accompanied by nearly 
500 men for the first part of the journey, and 
the soldiers also carry a letter from the 
commander to Governor Felix. The 
commander's letter js slightly amusi ng. in that 
it exaggerates the comnianaer's credrrfc>r 
protecting a Roman citizen, but i.t also shows 

So far, we can see a number- oflflings going 
on i-n Paul's continuing ordeal of 

· imprisonment and trial. Most importantly, we 
can see the many means that God is using 
both to-protect Paul and to further God's own 
plans through the apostle. God has 110 trouble 
using both his own people and -unbelievers, 

-both spiritual resources and physical 
resources, both tangible means and intangible 
means. Paul's faith throughout this ordeal is 
of course impressive and encouraging, but 
God's power and wisdom · are even more so. 
Paul knew that his own wisdom and faith 
were less important than God's own ability to 
protect his people and to use them as fruitful 
parts of his plans. 

- Mark W. Garner 

-tinda Ch ivington. his msnect for the Roman legal procesSr.aS'----th .... e~-------------------
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Canned juice, tea, coffee, toothpaste, tooth 
brushes, deodorant. 

Banquet 
The banquet is just around the corner, May 4th 
at 5·30 p.m. at the Everal Barn in Westerville. 
There will be no childcare this time. The cost 
will be $10 for teens and adults and $5 for chil
dren between the ages of 6 and 12. See Brian 
Arnold for more information. 

50's Plus 
Please note,' the 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
originally scheduled for Sunday April 20 has 
been cancelled. - --- -- --

Paradox Of Our Time 
We've sacr'ific:ed our community commitment , 
and replaced it with our own shallowness of 
character a·nd hidden agendas. There are times 
of world peace, but domestic warfare; more 
time for leisure pursuit, but less fun doing 
them. We eat more kinds of food, but intake 
less nutrition. These are days of two family in
comes with higher divorce rates; of the posses
sion of fancier houses, but broken homes. 
It is a time wlien there is mi.rch in the show 
window and nothing in the stock room. 
It is a time when we continue to choose to 
make a difference, or not. 

- uselected" 
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Calendar 

April 
-SO's Plus Meeting 
Easter 
SO's Plus At Willowbrook 

May 
Church Banquet At the uBarn" 
In Westerville 5:30 p.m. 
50's Plus Meeting 
Mother's Day -
C.O.C.S. Spring Concert, 7:30 p.m. 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" · 
SO's Plus Meeting 
Tree Haven Encampment 
Evening Worship At Tree Haven Camp 
Services At Willow Brook 
Memorial Day 
C.O.C.S. Kindergarten Graduation 

Contributions 
Last Week $5815 I Avg YTD $5377 

Russia $257 ' I Avg YTD $252 

Youth Min. $285 AvgYTD $224 

Services 
Sqnday Bible Snrdy 
Sun~ay Worship Seivlce 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30am 
10:30am 
5:30 .Pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wi~bur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, RayThome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, OaITell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike ,Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay; Jack Mauers~erg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 

. E vangelists; Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 
dhlandchw:dwh:hris.t.co -

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Can't I Give More 
For I testify that according to their abili(y, and beyond their ability they 
gave of their own accord, begging us with much entreaty for the favor of 
participation in the support of the saints, and this, not as we· had expected, 
but they first gave themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of God. 2 
Corinthians 8:3-5 

My seven-year old, Rachel, recently came into a lot of money: $20, from 
Christmas gifts and some missing teeth. One Sunday morning, I overheard 
Rachel planning how to spend it, right down to the last penny. I decided it 
was time to talk to her about budgeting and giving to God. 

Oh, we had talked about this topic very generally over the years, and she 
ad faithfully given her pennies in Sunday School and church. But now 

that she had this money of her own, and the math skill~ to budget, I sat her 
down for the Tithe Talk. - . 
As usual, I gave her much more information than she probably needed. 
We covered everything from Old Testament tithing laws to New Testament 
offerings and gifts. Together, we calculated 10% of-_$20. Through it all, Ra
chel was' strangely quiet, just looking at me wit~.Jier dark brown eyes. I 
knew that she was ·figuring out'.which· toys she wouldn't. be able to buy 
now. So I babbled on, about how $2 really wasn't very much, and explain
ing all the ways God can use her money to reach pE;Ople for Jesus. .. . ,. 

~ I finally ran out of words, and still Rachel sat there,~fust sta,ring at me with 
.Q those big, dark eyes. I told her to get her purse and put the $2 in it; maybe 
§ sre could give $1 in Sunday ·school and $1 in worsli~p offering. We sat . 

:C!: there in silence for a moment, a~ she looked down at the wadded bills in 
N her little hands. She finally looked.up at me, and asked what had been on 
,... her mind since we started this whole .lesson: 

Cl> 

~ 
~ 
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"But Mommy, can't I give more?" 

Tears came to my eyes. I realized that God had just used my child to teach 
me a lesson - not the first time. I had been giving Rachel · all of the argu
ments I used to persuade myself to part with money for God. She didn't 
need any of those "lessons." But I needed to learn her simple response, 
"Can't I giye more?" 

- Christi Baunach, Verse A Week Club 
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Ser11ing God 

Everything in its Place-Week 3 
Honor Due our Authorities 

"Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to_every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the. 
supreme authority, or to governors ... For it is God's will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant 
talk of foolish men. Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor 
the king ... " I Peter 2:13-15 

Growth In Jesus 

BEFORE THE GENTILES & THEIR KINGS 
PAUL'S TRIP TO ROME (ACTS 21-28) 

Week Nine 
The Accusations Against Paul (!\cts 24:1-9) 

Paul is placed on trial before Felix, t!:1e Roman 
Our United States is quite a unique country when compared with many of the others out there. go.vernor, in Caesarea. His accusers, including 

There are many countries in the world whose governments are resistant, hostile or downright murderous to the high priest Ananias himself, come from 
the Christian minority. Radical Muslim extremists lead many of these countries, and their mission is to help Jerusalem along with a lawyer they have hired. 

' eradicate this Christian "vice" from the earth. Such governments are certainly not operating within God's Their hired gun wastes no time in ingratiating 
will, and this must grieve hi.m deeply. himself with the governor, and then in 

We, how.ever, are remarkably blessed by living in a country known for its freedoms and Christian- outlining some vague but sinister-sounding 
bas~d gov~rnment. There are g~vernm_en~s out th~re demanding their people to essentially ~e~ounce . charges against Paul. His shallow but crudely 
Christ or die. Our government simply insists that its people pay taxes and follow the speed l1m1t and other effecHve approach is worth noting because of 
laws of the land (voted on by the people)! As Americans, we have it bett~r than most any other country in how closely it parallels many ~f the basic 

dishonest methods. Since the actual criminal 
charges are negligible at best, the lawyer 
resorts first to rhetoric, calling Paul a 
"troublemaker" and a "ringleader", words 
calculated to strike fear in the heart of a loyal 
Roman official, just as other emotionally 
charged words are used today when someone 
wants to turn popular opinion against ·someone 
else. The prosecutor then makes some false 
and unsubstantiated charges about Paul's · 
alleged desecration. of the temple. These were 
probably for the sake of his clients, since a 
Roman official would not be likely to see them 
as a big problem, even if Paul had actually 
done it (which he had not). Finally, since there 
is no actual evidence against Paul, the anti
Christian Jews who had come to Caesarea try to 
prove their case by numbers alone, as they all 
chime in to support Tertullus's case. 

the worl~~e;run-wn-... .........:bm~ ·If ... ti . tho .t. --' rth . th ......,.,.... _ H·i..-t - --tadicstnat- tfle worlcl still uses to opposefthe-
c:v•. ,.,,,., ,, ,u,,. :tu 1L 11111 1se ,o 1e guvemrng-a:a Tl 1e::., 10 ere-is-no-au o ... ; -..xeep :rm · , • 

which God has established. (Romans 13:1-2)." Quite simply, when you're not honoring the authority of truth of the gospel. There IS little substance to an~ of it, and in f(}.ct 
the "powers that be," you're not submitting to God and His authority, either. _ . there. are many par~llels with the standard 

Obviously, scripture points out exceptions- individuals who broke the law to spare their The lawyer Tertullus, who could have come techniques that unbelievers use to combat the , 
consciences, like Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego and the apostles. They refused to follow the depraved . from one of our own courtrooms, begins by gospel: the flattering lies, the buzzwords, the 
leaders' comman·ds to deny their faith. As America continues in its erosion of Christian rights, this will • laying on the flattery (24:1-4). Tertullus speaks fabricated stories, and the appeal to numbers 
certainly become more and more of an issue for us. There are currently students being told they can 't write as if he were Jewish, and it would not have are all convenient ways of drawing attention 
reports that are against abo~ion rights; there are others being told that they aren't allowed to sing of Jesus at been difficult to find a Jewish lawyer who was away from facts and truths that would point the 

· a "Holiday" concert. familiar with Roman law, but it is also possible way to God, and that would refute the world's 
When our leaders are leading us astray from the Gospel, we absolutely need to speak up. In all that he is a Gentile and only does so because perspective and values, if the truth were 

other cases, let\honor our l~~dership, ~hether through pa~ing those dre:ded taxes or by driving at a of his clients' perspective. In any event, his allowed to speak for itself. The worldly attack 
reasonable rate. The authorities that exist have been established by God. flatteries . of Felix, though certainly welcomed the gospel with such means in every era. We 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
#Do you want to· be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right...(Romans 13:3b)." It may 
not be easy, but if you want to be free from panic when you see a policeman, follow the speed limit all the 
time (help prevent temptation-don't take those 25 mph speed limit roads if you can avoid them). A clear 
conscience is a beautiful thing! 

Prayers: . . 
Let'~ pray that' we can have great confidence in God's providence and wisdom and honor our appointed 
authorities. 

-Linda Chivington 

2 

by the governor, are silly. Felix was not an ought both to be aware of these methods, and 
especially capaole governor, and his term was to be ready to deal with them. While they are 
characterized by frequent disturbances and often persuasive to the weak-minded, we 
other problems (not that most governors of ourselves have no need to be afraid of such 
Judea were much better). As experienced tactics. They are without substance, and will 
lawyers will do, he is simply aiming for his never be effective against anyone who is 
judge's good side, using a dishonest but honestly seeking the truth. 
standard technique. 

In presenting the accusations against Paul 
(24:5-9), Tertullus again uses conventional but 

3 

- Mark W. Carner 



Family Information 

Food P~ntry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Canned juicel tea, coffee, toothpaste, tooth 
brushes, deodorant, paper grocery bag. 

Banquet 
The banquet is just around the corner, May 4th 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Everal Barn in Westerville. 
There will be no childcare this time. The cost 
will be $10 for teens and adults and $5 for chil
dren between the.ages of 6 and 12. Sign up in 
the foyer TODA YH 

Rummage Sale 
Central Ohio Christian School will be having a 
rummage sale on Saturday, April 26th from , 
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. in the anriex. 

Words Of Wisdom 
Our prayers must mean something to us if they 
are to mean anything to God. 
, - Maltbie Babcock 

"Gospel" is neither a discussion nor a debate. It 
is an announcement. 

Paul S. Ree 
"The''light that shines farthest shines brightest 
nearesf home." 
God prom·ises a safe landing but not a calm 
passage. 

-Bulgarian Proverb 

KEEP THE FAITH--BUT NOT TO YOURSELF 
-Old Union Reminder 
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Calendar 

April 
50's Plus Meeting 
Easter 
50's Plus At Willowbrook 

May 
Church Banquet At the "Barn" 
In Westerville 5:30 p.m. 
50's Plus Meeting 
Mother's Day 
C.O.C.S. Spring Concert, 7:30 p.m. 
50'5 Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
SO's Plus Meeting 
Tree Haven Encampment 
Evening Worship At Tree Haven Camp 
Services At Willow Brook 
Memorial Day 
C.O.C.S. Kindergarten Graduation 

Congratulations 
Jason and Jackie McDaniel had a baby girl. 
Reiley Ann was born March 24. She weighed 7 
lb. 9 oz. and was 19 1/2 inches long. 

Contributions 
Last Week $5194 I Avg YTD $5365 

Russia $362 I Avg YTD $259 

Youth Min. $235 I Avg YTD $224 

Seivlces 
Sunday Bible Scµdy 
Sunday Worshlp Service 
Sunday .Ev~nlng 
Wednesday EvenJng 

9:30am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur .Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappei.t, Roy ~tep; 
Mike Hipes,Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons; Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, JackEvans, Mike-Evans, Lou Lawrence 
John Linds~y, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMastersj Mark Morris 

rumhbmdchurcbofclulst.com Evangilists: Mike Hipes, Tom Bambardt 
"'-"'.""""..._~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---,, 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0.161 
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How Much Do You Own ... 
HOW MUCH DO YOU OWN IN THAT DIRECTION? 

George Washington Truett was a preacher in Dallas for 47 years. He 
once visited a wealthy West Texas rancher and had dinner in his huge 
ranch home. After dinner, the rancher took Dr. Truett up to a veranda 
on top of his house, and lit up a big cigar. The sun was setting, and if 
you've ever been to West Texas, you know you can see a long way out 
there. The man pointed to the south toward some oil rigs and said, "I 
own everything in that direction as far as you can see.".He pointed east 
toward some cotton fields and said, "And I own everything in that di
rection, too." He pointed north toward a huge herd of -Cattle and 
bragged, "And, preacher, I own everything as far as you can see in that 

irection." He turned to the west, and said,1 "And I own everything you 
· can see in that direction, except the sun,, of course." 

Dr. Truett turned to the man arid pointed straight up the sky and said, 
"And how much do you own in that direction?" 

It's a sobering question for all of us. We are surrounded constantly by 
the "things" of this world, and it is so easy to think that these ·,;things" 
-are the things that matter most - a nice car, a nice home, nice clothes 

co (and don't forget all the necessary electronic gadgets!). And so, if we're 
""" not careful, we may seek to accumulate more and more, without regard 
~ to our relationship with God. As the rich fool discovered in Luke 12, 
~ we will all one day be forced to recognize that the material things we 
~ have accumulated have no eternal value. 
:z: 
~ Jesus said, "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
-; moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up 
e for yQurselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust de
.a stroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
~ treasure is, there your heart will be also." (Matthew 6:19-21). 

How much do you own in that direction? 
(") 

g -Alan Smith, White House (Tennessee) Church of Christ 
C"I 

c:S 
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Ser11ing 6od 

Everything in its Place-Week 4 
Honor Due our Parents 

"Each of you must respect his mother and father ... I am the Lord your God." Leviticus 19:3 
"Children obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right." Ephesians 6:1 

"The· thing that impresses me most about America is the way parents obey their children"
Edward VIII, Duke of Windsor. That's a painful observation to hear, isn't it? But, it leaves a question 
to be addressed ... Do our homes contain happy, compliant children who hold their parents in high 
regard and honor them, or do our homes contain children who argue, whine and-struggle to maintain 
a tolerance for those unintelligent adults who try to dictate their lives? 

Someone will have to be the authority in the house. Who will it be? 
This command in Leviticus is a command for the children, but as parents we must consider 

this ... are we helping or hindering our children in this? Are we allowing them to undermine our God
given authority? They won't respect us if we do. Are we not investing our time and love into them? 
They won't honor us. If we allqw them to maintain our God-given position in the home or have 
neglected to invest the time to properly train them, we will have lost them. And so follows the next 
generation, and the next...if we are diligent to love and train our children, though we are imperfect, 
·we will win our children's·respett. "Love covers a multitude of sins." 

If our children cannot honor and respect the authority within their own household, how will 
they be able to trust and obey God's authority? They need to have security in knowing their parents' 
boundaries and God's boundaries are intertwined in the mutual desire to see their spirits mature in the 
faith. ' 

God commands this honor and obedience to our youth, but we are obligated to facilitate it. If 
we give them firm boundaries, back up our words with consistent actions and love them like they are 
truly gifts from God, a natural respect should grow. They will not always agree with your decisions 
(did you always agree with your parents?), but they will respect and honor you. 

Thoughts and Challenges: -
Please be on guard against our society's trend of merely requesting our children's obedience. That 
leaves it very open for them to disobey-or to only obey if they happen to feel it's in t_heir best interest 
(is that what God expects of us?). It shouldn't be a guessing game as to whether the directive you just 
gave will be carried out. One trip to the grocery store can be a sobering example of this in action ... 

Prayers: . 
May we, as parents, give our children good reason to honor us. May we be aware of things that 
hinder them in this and change our behaviors, attitudes and habits where needed. 

-Linda Chivington 
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Growth /11 Jes11s 

BEFORE THE GENTILES & THEIR KINGS 
PAUL'S TRIP TO ROME (ACTS 21-28) 

Week Ten 
Paul's Defense Before the Governor 

(Acts 24:10-21) 

After the heavy dose of lawyer's tricks in 
Tertullus's accusatory statement, Paul gets his 
own chance. He discusses the reasons why 
the charges against him are baseless, and he 
also makes several significant points about the· 
gospel itself. In contrast to the flattery and 
vagueness of Tertullus, Paul relies on honesty 
and truth, appealing to Felix's integrity, rather 
than to his vanity. 

Paul's speech honestly and efficiently 
combines a personal defense with some truths 
about the gospel (24:10-21). Paul rejects the , 
use of flattery, emotion, or falsehood, relying 
on the truth alone, and commending his fate 
to God. He does riot even attempt to build 
good-will with Felix, and his terse and 
ambiguous greeting (verse 1 O) even risked 
alienating the governor. Paul truthfully claims 
that he had no intention of causing disorder, 
pointing out that he kept himself ceremonially 
clean whenever he was in the temple court, 
did not initiate any arguments or 
confrontations, and, until the riot began, did 
not seek to address any crowd .or assembly. 
Indeed, all of his time in Jerusalem had been 
spent on purely private matters before the 
turmoil started. Paul openly confesses his 
belief in God and in "The Way" (Christianity is 
referred to as "the Way" several times in Acts), 
and once again he stresses his hope in the 

3 

resurrection of the dead. 
Paul also shows that he has not overlooked 
the technical points of the hearing, as he 
points out that the Jews visiting from Asia, 
who were his actual accusers, are nowhere to 
be seen now that there is a legal hearing. 
Paul's statement thus puts forth the truth of the 
gospe~ in a direct and honest fashion, and at 
the same time accurately and convincingly 
meets the charges against him, while 
incidentally stressing the aspects of the case 
that mattered most from the perspective of a 
Roman court. He was not the one who had 
caused · disorder and unrest, and he was not 
the one who had lost control of his emotions. 
So too, when the world becomes agitated or 
threatened because of what Christians teac.h, it 
is not us who are to blame. As long as we 
teach the truth in love, and keep a clear 
conscience, we cannot be faulted because 
some in the world are too insecure to listen to 
the truth without reacting emotionally. 

The contrast between Paul and the lawyer 
.Tertullus could not be clearer, and it parallels 
the contrast between the- Way the world tries 
to teach its values, and the way that God 
teaches his truths. The world's values are 
empty, and so it has to resort. to flattery, 
deceit, and manipulation, j-ust as Tertullus did, 
in a desperate attempt to convince as many as 
it can. These tactics succeed only because so 
many persons refuse to discipline or restrain 
their fleshly urges. God's truths are timeless, 
infallible, and irrefutable. Therefore God 
needs offer no other reason to follow his 
teachings than that they are true, eternal, and 
holy. He does not need lawyers or advertising 
campaigns to tell the truth to those who truly 
seek to know it. 

- Mark W. Gamer 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Canned juice, tea, coffee, toothpaste, tooth 
brushes, deodorant, paper grocery bag. 

Banquet 
The banquet is just around the corner, May 4th 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Everal Barn in Westerville. 
There will be no childcare this time. The cost 
will be $10 for teens and adults and $5 for chil
dren between the ages of 6 and 12. Sign up in 
the foyer TODAY!! 

Congratulations 
John Nydegger, Mary Kay Barozzini's dad was 
baptized last Friday. He was here visiting her 
and her brother. 

Words Of Wisdom 
If you have an attack of real Christianity, it will 
be contagious. 
A friend is one who can put a finger on our 
faults without rubbing it in. 
What if you are just a spark? All fires are the 
same size at the start. 
A man can be judged by the things at which he 
laughs. ·. · ·· · 

The great tragedy of life is not unanswered 
prayer, but unoffered prayer. 

-Bulletin Inserts 
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Ca/end al' 

April 
50's Plus At Willowbrook 

May 
Church Banquet At the "Barn" 
In Wester\tille 5:30 p.m. 
50's Plus Meeting 
Mother's Day 
C.O.C.S. Spring Concert, 7:30 p.m. 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Tree Haven Encampment 
Evening Worship At Tree Haven Camp 
Services At Willow Brook 
Memorial Day 
C.O.C.S. Kindergarten Graduation 

Contributions 
Last Week $4784 I Avg YTD $5328 

Russia $187 AvgYTD $255 

Youth Min. $145 AvgYTD $220 

. Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
\4/ednesday Evening 

9:30am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elilers: Wilbur Allen1 Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Ripes~ Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold. Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Ch·ampney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell EsteP., Jack Evans, ~ike. Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lil;lds_ay, rack Mauersberg, Ber:yJ McMasters; Mar.k Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Wi,/lAMan Serve God ... 
Will A Man Serve God For Nothing? 

Preachers quit preaching because "they've had enough." Elders resign 
because of church problems. Deacons stop serving because of criti
cism. Bible class teachers give up their classes because they are taken 
for granted and not shown due appreciation. Christians refuse to get 
involved in good programs because their feelings have been hurt at 
some time or another ... 

The above scenarios occur frequently, and I understand the frustration 
of trying to serve God while being disrespected by your peers, even 
your own brethren. I certainly don't mean to minimize tbe hurt one 
can feel. Very likely, someone reading this is going through their own 
struggle and is presently contemplating "dropping out" of some service 
to God because of the way they've been treated. 

Before you take that step, let me remind you of a question that the 
Devil asked God a long ago in the days of Job. And if I may para
phrase, his ·question was, "Will a rnqn serve God for nothing?" In re- . 
sponse to the Devil's question, God's confidence was that he would, 
and in the case of Job, he was right. 

~ But now, what about you? Will you serve God for nothing?' Will you 
~ serve him when you don't get patted on the back? Will you serve him E when you are opposed, spoken evil of, and disrespected? Will you 
::. serve God when you're hurt by harsh words and unChristlike actions? 
~ Will you serve God when p_eople, even your own brethren, sin against 
<"i" you? Will you serve God for nothing? . 
""" Cl) 

§ -~ Friends, our service to God shouldn't be contingent on anything that 
anyone could say or do to us. Think how shallow it sounds when we, 
by our actions, say that we'll serve God, but only when we're treated 
with proper respect and appreciation. If you have the ability and op-
portunity to serve God, then serve him with all your might, regardless . 

c-, Serve him for nothing. And if you do, God will surely be as pleased 
g with you as he was his servant Job. 
<'I 

...:
<'I 

:c: 
~ 

- Steve Higginbotham 
South Green Street Church of Christ Devotional 



Ser11ing 6od 
Everything in its Place-Week 5 

Timeless Honor 

"Rise in the presence of the aged, show respect for the elderly and revere your Cod." 
Leviticus 19:32 

Those who have lived a long time on this earth have learned quite a lot! Ever stop to talk 
to an elderly man or woman at a church gathering, the grocery store or a nursing home? Often, 
there's a lot of wisdom and storytelling they have to share. Older people stop me quite a bit in 
the grocery store and they usually remind me to enjoy my kids because they'll grow up so 
quickly or share a story or experience with me from their youth. I love it! "Where there is no 
guidance the people fall, but in abundance of counselors there is victory." 

· Physically, those who are elderly aren't as strong as they once were. God wants us to be 
gentle with those who need special help in whatever way. God is described as, "A father of the 
fatherless, a defender of widows." I know, for myself, that when I hear on the news of a crime 
committed against a child or an elderly man or woman, I am livid. 
I believe, as Christians, God inherently gives us that sensitivity towards the "weak." 

"Gray hair Is a crown of splendor; it is attained by a righteous life." Gray hair splendid? 
Beautiful? We hardly look at gray hair and aging in general that way. We Americans tend to do 
all we can to cover that gray-and spend millions of dollars every year on "anti-aging",products. 
While these things aren't in themselves evil or wrong, I think it's extremely telling about what we 
think about the aging process and aged people. -In America, youth is strength, beauty and 
anything of value. Age or the appearance of it is avoided, degraded or literally mourned .. It's 
definitely a struggle (especially for us, as women) not to kick against that process, but let's just 
consider that age is a gift from God. Every year we are given by God is precious! 

Often, the aged represent a greater faith in God. Older individuals who are Christians 
haveJiad an entire lifetime to see God's faithfulness in action!· Please don't think that they are far · 
too disconnected with today's world to offer you any practical advice in terms of dealing with 
issues that are prevalent today. If they seem disconnected with a lot of "hip" worldly thinking, 
perhaps it's because they are wise enough to rise above it, seeing it for what it really is. Listen· to 
voice of the wise while you are young, and perhaps you can navigate your life's path in a better 
direction. 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
Be considerate. Let an older man or woman go ahead of you. Share a smile. Don't condescend. 
Prayers: 
Let's be thankful for every year God gives us on this earth, while still awaiting our future home in 
heav~n! 

-Linda Chivington 
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Growth In Jesus 

BEFORE THE GENTILES & THEIR KINGS 
PAUL'S TRIP TO ROME (ACTS 21-28) 

Week Eleven 
The Governor's Response (Acts 24:22-27) 

For a Roman governor, this was certainly a 
new kind of case to handle. Paul's disarming 
honesty, and the lack of any substantiation 
whatsoever of the charges against him~ surely 
counted in his favor, and indeed Paul seems to 
have been well-treated during the 
imprisonment in Caesarea. But it turned out 
to be a lengthy and inconclusive stay there, as 
Felix made one pretext after another for 
deferring any decision in the case. While 
Felix had too much integrity to punish an 
innocent man further, he did not have enough 
integrity and honesty to release him at once, 
either. Felix is illustrative of the wavering 
response that so many persons in the world -
have when they are faced for the first time 
with the full truth of the gospel. 

Governor Felix decided that little had been 
determined by the two opposing cases, and 
thus declared an adjournment (24:2,2-23). 
Luke tells us that the governor was relatively 
familiar with Christianity, and thus would have 
a better basis than most Romans would have 
had for understanding the religious issues 
involved. He justifiably points out that an 
important witness, the Roman commander 
Claudius Lysias, is not present, and thus that 
further proceedings should await his· arrival. 
Meanwhile, Paul is treated quite well for a 
prisoner, being given limited freedom and 
being allowed frequent visitors. 

Things thus look relatively favorable for Paul 
at first, but soon the situation becomes static 
(24:24-27). Felix's correct decision to wait for 
the commander's testimony was soon replaced 
by the desire for a 'bribe, and rather than 
resume the actual trial , the governor 
repeatedly sends for a private audience with . 
Paul. Paul, however, declines to take the hint, 
and instead uses each opportunity to tell Felix 
about the gospel. Luke says that Paul 
specifically emphasized the themes of 
righteousness, self-control, and judgment. 
None of this is what the governor had hoped 
to hear, and he began to fear the things Paul 
talked about, finding himself convicted by the 
truth~ 

Paul has managed to turn the tables 
completely. He is the prisoner, but through 
God's truth, and his own faithful willingness to 
speak boldly, he is really no longer the one 
who is on trial. It is rather his judges and his 
accusers who will find their minds and hearts 
exf:)osed by the way that they respond to 
Paul's teachings . . But Felix, not wanting to 
admit his fear or his sin (just like so many 
persons in any era who are faced with 
uncomfortable truths), glosses things over by 
suddenly discovering that it is an inconvenient 
occasion for further discussion. As it turns 

· out, the governor is increasingly reluctant to 
pursue the matter, and Paul languishes in jail 

• for two years. Only when Felix is replaced by 
Porcius Festus is there again hope that the trial 
may proceed. 

- Mark W. Carner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Canned juice, tea, coffee, toothpaste, tooth 
brushes, deodorant, paper grocery bag. 

Banquet 
The banquet is this evening at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Everal Barn in Westerville. There will be no 
evening services at the building. 

Words Of Wisdom 
To "be filled with all the fullness of God" 
(Ephesians 3: 19) will make you to be a very 
odd person by the world's standard. 

You cannot please God if your heart is funda
mentally earthbound. 

Too much time is wasted by some people tell
ing how busy they are. 

There are no traffic jams on the straight and 
narrow way. 

-Bulletin Inserts 

In prayer it is better to have a heart without 
words than words without a heart. 

-John Bunyon 

The wise men sought Christ, which proves they 
are wise. Old Union Reminder 
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Calendar 
May 

Church Banquet At the "Barn" 
In Westerville 5:30 p.m. 
50's Plus Meeting 
Mother's Pay 
C.O.C.S. Spring Concert, 7:30 p.m. 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting· 
Tree Haven Encampment 
Evening Worship At Tree Haven Camp 
Services At Willow Brook 
Memorial Day 
C.O.C.S. Kindergarten Graduation 

Don't Forget The Banquet! 
Tonight, 5:30 p.m. At The Everal Barn 

Contributions 
last Week $5914 IAvgYTD $5363 

Russia $257 IAvgYTD $255 

Youth Min. $306 IAvgYTD $225 

Services 
Sunday Blble Srudy 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Ripes, Ray Thorne, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Kevin Chivington, 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, John Lindsay, 
Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Looking Heavenward 
The temporary Sunday school teacher was struggling to open a combi
nation lock on the supply cabinet. She had been told the combination, 
but couldn't quite remember it. Finally she went to the preacher's study 
and asked for help. 

The preacher came into the room and began to turn the dial. After the 
first two numbers he paused and stared blankly for a moment. Finally 
he look serenely heavenward and his lips moved silently. Then he 
looked back at the lock, and quickly turned to the final number, and 
opened the lock. 

The teacher was amazed. "I'm in awe at your faith, preacher," she said. 

"It's really nothing," he answered. "The number is on a piece of tape on 
the ceiling." 

What a great definition of the concept of faith! The essence of faith 
truly is to look heavenward. It is to look toward heaven for our guid
ance, our motivation, and our very reason for existence. 

We are surrounded by the things of this world, and it is easy to fall into 
the trap of thinking that what we can see all around us i!? what is "real." 
Faith is the ability to set our eyes on that which is above, the true real
ity. 

"By faith [Abraham] dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign coun
try, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob .... for he waited for the city 
which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God." (Heb. 11 :9-
10) 

May you live by faith this day, and don't forget to look up! 

-Alan Smith, White House (Tennessee) Church Of Christ 

"Por he was looking for'l!)ard to the city with foun
datfons, whose architect and builder is God." 

Hebrews 11:10 
I 
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Ser11ing 6od 
Everything in its Place-Week 6 

In Respect to Marriage 

"Each of you must also love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect he husband." , 
Ephesians 5:33 

Do you ever hear the husband- or wife-bashing that goes on at work? It seems some 
people have a'very difficult time finding some positive comme'nt to make about their spouses. 
suppose it's either an outlet for their true unhappiness or simply their succumbing to the peer 
pressure of their coworkers. Either way, God surely has issue with it. 

If a husband is required to love his wife as himself, then why would he say derogatory 
things about his wife? In the TV show Everybody Loves Raymond, t~e re was an episode where 
Raymond found himself in this dilemma. His wife found out about some comments he had made 
at work about her "horrible" cooking. He defended himself by saying, "Nobody wants to hang 
;:i.round the guy who says things like, 'My wife made such a delightful dinner last night.'" Though 
funny on ,TV, it's all too true in real life. 

If a wife is required to respect her husband1 why woula she constantly tear him down? 
Why would she put down any effort he makes? We, as wives, need to accentuate the po.sitive in 
every aspect of our husbands' lives. No bashing, no nagging. Be a friend ... would ·a friend put up 
with some of the things we say to our husbands? If there is anyone we ought to be positive 
about, it should be our husbands. 

A husband should look for ways to build up and' honor his wife. Likewise, a wife should 
be positive and supportive to her husband. Praise one another regularly. Would you want 
someone to constantly find fault with you? Great rocks are eroded over time by water, a 
seemingly harmless substance. Don't erode your spouse's self-worth by repeatedly making 
"harmless" criticisms. 

The "Golden Rule" is really the bottom line to all of this; let's treat our spouses the way 
we would want to be 'treated~honorably. 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
Before that terse response or derogatory comment comes out, think again. Our goal is unity and 
we are on the "same team." A team does well only when the individuals work together with a 
common goal. Also, look for creative ways to show your spouse honor. Write notes to each 
other, pray for and with each other, stop what you're doing and really listen. :. 
Prayers: 
May God soften our hearts toward one another if need be. May we repent of any bittemess or 
pride that is interfering with us having a productive, God-honoring relationship. May we commit 
ourselves fully to God foremost, then to one another. We can't trul'y be what we need to be for 
our spouses un less we're striving to walk in God's paths. -Lin'da Chivington 
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6rowth /11 Jes11s 

BEFORE THE GENTILES & THEIR KINGS 
PAUL'S TRIP TO ROME (ACTS 21-28) 

Week Twelve 
The Appeal to The Emperor (Acts 25:1-12) 

With ' a new governor in office, the Jewish 
leaders once again attempt to have Paul's case 
transferred back to Jerusalem, as part of yet 
another deceitful plot to kill him. But when the 
case comes to trial before Governor Festus, Paul 
is alert both to this danger and to the 
opportunities that could come with keeping the 
case in the Roman l'egal system. He therefore 
appeals to· the emperor, ensuring that he will 
indeed be taken to Rome. 

Felix's successor, Porcius Festus, hoped to 
resolve Paul's case and also to please the Jewish 
leaders. This soon led to another plot and 
another trial (25:1-7). Festus seems to have been 
conscientious and a decent administrator, but 
the chief priests decided to . try to exploit his 
benevolence and his lack of familiarity with the 
case. °They met Festus when he came to 
Jerusalem on a goodwill mission, and proposed · 
to ·the new governor that Paul be transferred to 
Jerusalem and tried there. Their plan would free 
Festus of an annoying responsibility, but theit 
real motivation was the knowledge that, should . 
Paul be returned to Jerusalem, they could 
ambush him and kill him on the way. Festus 
makes no immediate promises, and simply 
opens a new trial back in Caesarea, inviting the 
Jewish authorities to come a'nd press their 
charges. When the trial convenes, _a familiar 
scenario is played out before a new judge, with 
Paul's accusers presenting serious but baseless 
charges, having much to say against Paul but no 
proof of any wrongdoing. 

3 

It was at this trial that Paul finally made his 
appeal to the emperor (25:8-12). Festus must 
have seen that the charges against Paul had no 
legal force at all. Whether out of a naive belief 
that it would solve the case, or whether he just 
wanted to relieve himself of the responsibility, 
the governor makes the suggestion that Paul go 
back to Jerusalem to stand trial there. Paul quite 
understandably objects, knowing that no trial 
there could possibly be fair, and also realizing 
the likelihood of a plot against his life. Having 
stagnated in . Caesarea for two years now, and 
seeing that the only other option he will get from 
Festus is the suicidal return to Jerusalem, Paul 
makes use of his right as a Roman· citizen to 
appeal directly to the emperor (Caesar, the name 
adopted by all the Roman emperors), in effect 
short-circuiting all other legal maneuvering. 
Ironically, the emperor at the time was Nero, 
later to become infamous for his brutalities 
against Christians. Paul's appeal was made in 
the first half of Nero's reign, when Nero still had 
some popularity and showed only occasional 
signs of instability. So it is not odd that Paul 
would appeal to a ruler who only later on 
became notorious as a brutal madman. 

And so it was' assured that Paul would, as he had 
long hoped, be able to preach the gospel in 
Rome itself. The full details of this appeal 
'process are no longer known, but what is clear is 
that this right belonged to any citizen (replacing 
the pre-Empire right to appeal a magistrate's 
decision to the people), and that if a case 
qualified for appeal to the emperor, other 
officials had no choice but to send the case to 
Rome. What we also know for certain is that 
this particular appeal was another part of God 1s 
design to bring Paul to Rome, and there to have 
him testify about Jesus. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family lnforn1ation 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Canned juice, tea, coffee, toothpaste, tooth 

brushes, deodorant, paper grocery bags. 

Marriage Retreat 
It's time to begin thinking about the marriage 
retreat. This year the dates are Sept. 26,27,28 
at Atwood Lake. The price will be approx. 
$150 for cabins, which we will need half by 
July. Since the cost is slightly higher, plan to 
maybe take a 1/2 day and go up a little earlier 
and make the most of your time with your 
spouse. Any questions you can talk to Mary 
Kay Barozzini or Perry Coate. 

Family,' Fellowship 
The revised list of Family Fellowship pairings 
for May is posted in the foyer: And remember 
that you can still sign up for Family Fellow .. 
ship - There is also a sign-up sheet posted on 
the same bulletin board. 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Geneva 
Bundy. Her husband, Bob, passed away last 
Wednesday. 

11 
15 
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24-26 
25 
25 
26 
31 
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Calendar 

May 
Mother's Day 
C.O.C.S. Spring Concert, 7:30 p.m. 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Tree Haven Encampment 
Evening Worship At Tree Haven Camp 
Services At Willow Brook 
Memorial Day 
C.O.C.S. Kindergarten Graduation 

Words Of Wisdom 
We all have many callings. But no matter how 
else we might succeed, we have failed if we 
miss this one, to raise our children in the nur
ture and admonition of the Lord. 

- R.C. Sproul, Jr. 

Not Only do we not know God except through 
Jesus Christ; We do not even know ourselves 
except through Jesus Christ. 

Blai.se Pascal (1623-1662) 

Contributions 
Last Week $5379 I Avg YTD $5364 

Russia $182 I Avg YTD $251 

Youth Min. $225 I Avg YTD $225 

Services 
Su"d~y Bible StudY 
Sunday Worship SerYlce 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom'Barnhardt, Frank ChappeU, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchun;hofchrlst.com 

Deacons: Brian Amo!O, Will Bickley, John Bradley, 1,.ynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, TaClf Mauersberg, BeryLMcMasters,Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cle\'eland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Mother Of God's Son 
"But when the time had fully come, Cod sent his Son, born of a woman, 
born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full 
rights of sons" (Gal. 4:4,5). 

The world needed a Redeemer. Held hostage by Satan, guilty before God, 
condemned by His law of right and wrong, and facing eternal pain, man 
was hopeless. At just the right time, when we were still powerless 
(Romans 5:6), God sent His Son to redeem us! 

But how came the Redeemer? Did He arrive, preceded by trumpet blasts, 
at the head of armies, striking in stalwart strength and majesty? 

"They all were looking for a king, to slay their foes and lift them high: 
hou earnest a little baby thing, that made a woman cry.", - George Mac

Donald. 

The birth and early events in the life of God's own Son are reported in star
tling simplicity. A painful journey, travail in a stable, the newborn laid in 
a manger, the mother's poor gifts offered for her purification, escape to 
Egypt from Herod's murderous intent, adolescent years in quiet Nazareth 
surroundings, a brief glimpse of a twelve-year-old's journey to a feast ... 
until "Jesus was himself about thirty years old when He began His minis
try. He was the son, so it was thought, of Joseph ... " (Luke 3:23). "So it 
was thought ... " In fact, He was Mary's son, the.Son of the ·living God. 

..! And how does God prepare One to redeem a fallen world from sin? He 
E searches the world for a woman to bear His Son, to become a mother of 
;i the Divine Infant. He found a mother for Jesus, in Mary, "a virgin pledged 
~ to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David." Amid her 
""" bewilderment, she displayed her trust in God: "'I am the Lord's servant,' 
G> Mary answered. 'May it be to me as you have said .. ,'" (Luke 1 :27,38). 
§ Such service to the L~rd d~d .Mary offe'rl And after "about. thirty years" of 

0 devoted love and daily training, she surrendered her Son in behalf of our 
:S redemption from hell. 

a 
Cl 
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May God continue to bless us with such mothers -mothers who conceive, 
carry, give birth to, nurture, protect - and shape their children so God can 
use them. God used the mother of Jesus in these ways. He is still using 
God-fearing mothers in these ways today. Let us thank them. Let us thank 

...,:- Him. 

""" ::.... 
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Se1·11ing 6od 

Everything in its Place-Week 7 
A Family Affair 

"He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect (if 
anyone does not know how to manage his family, how can he take care of God's church?). HI Tim 3:4 

. ' ' 

Respect. In the Aretha Franklin song, she makes the request, "Find out what it means to me." 
What does it mean to you and to your household? 

Responses would vary to that question, I'm sure. But what are some indications that a 
household is being managed well and that a father is receiving his due respect? Not to ask whether or 
not he is loved, but is he respected? I would say that their meanings can be quite different I have a 
general love for humanity, but a frequent disrespect for the actions of humanity. There are people I've 
encountered in my own life whom I have a foundational love for, but not much in the way of respect 
for their lives and 'behavior. Can we tell the difference? 

Can we expect that the comments we as parents make w.ill certainly lead to an argument? Is 
our opinion foolish or our instruction negotiable? Do we receive a willful "Nol" when a directive is 
handed out? Then I suggest that the foundationa.1 love is there, but the respect is surely wavering. 
Certainly, we all go through stages as young people and don't always share our parents ' opinions . . 
But, how is it handled? With humble submission or with rebellion? With gracious acceptance or with 
a slam of the door? 

I suggest to you that .a household managed well is generally peaceful, generally efficient and 
most of all, on a godly path. There are sins in every child's heart and every parent's heart; we are not 
perfect in our actions. Children will be willful-parents unreasonabl~. How do we handle these 
things when they arise? Swiftly. Set boundaries and stick by them. Parents, apologize when you 
need to. Don't be afraid to admit if you have been exasperating them. 

Part of managing well is by showing the children that they, in turn, are respected. They are 
created by God and given to you as a gift. They are not authoritative equals, but they deserve to be 
treated in a fair, reasonable and loving way. Give them time, attention and instruction in God's 
Word. They get so much sinful influence in their lives from the world we live in that they desperately 
need us to give them concentrated time in godly counsel-they need us t6 manage our households · 
well. 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
Don't be afraid to get help from godly individuals if you need it. God's Word is filled with far more 
wisdom than the pop psychology books. These are generally written by worldly individuals who do 
not share our goal of raising godly children, but children who simply "feel good." 

Prayers: 
May God clearly show us how to manage our households well. 

-Linda Chivington 
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6rowth In Jesus 

BEFORE THE GENTILES & THEIR KINGS 
PAUL'S TRIP TO ROME (ACTS 21-28) 

Week Thirteen 
Wanted: Information About Paul 

(Acts 25:13-22) 

Paul's case is baffling to the Roman governor 
Festus, because it involves issues that make no 
sense to his orderly Roman mind. His frustration 
is coupled with anxiety, because he must now 
send a sensible report of the. case to Rome, as a 
result of Paul's appeal to the emperor. The 
governor is relieved when the case attracts the 
interest of King Agrippa, who knows a little more 
than Festus does about the issues involved. 

Faced with the necessity of writing his report, 
Festus is rather pleased to be visited by King 
Agrippa, to whom he looks for help (25:13). 
This king is known to history as Herod Agrippa 
11, one of several members of t,he Herod family 
in the Bible. Herod "the Great" was king when 
Jesus was born, and died shortly afterwards in 4 
BC. His son Herod Antipas, who executed John 
the Baptist and whom Jesus called 'that fox', was 
one of several heirs who divided up Herod the 
Great's territory after his death. The king in Acts 
12 is Herod Agrippa I, a grandson of Herod the 
Great and both a nephew and a brother-in-law of 
Herod Antipas. (After divorcing his first wife, 
Herod Antipas married his own niece Herodias.) 
Herod Agrippa I had ruled over a kingdom that 
reunited most of the territories on~e ruled by 
Herod the Great. His son, Herod Agrippa 11, 
now appears here in Acts 26. The Romans 
trusted this line of kings, and granted them 
authority over many local matters. 

The younger Agrippa, whom we see here, 

~I 1 •• ~:,1J ,.--~ r , "I ~.T .- - Jj,.., '<II 
L:?llf~ t''L'_~{~ , i.!.....;,..--;..,.iii .... •...i- ,, ~ - ~ J ••• • •. : .. ,...;..t_ 'ii 

lacked the cruelty of his predecessors, but -he 
was rather ineffective in keeping peace, and his 
reign saw a number of disturbances in his 
territory. Herod Agrippa II also did not seem to 
be much different from the rest of his family 
when it came to immoral . behavior. Bernice, 
who is mentioned in the Acts narrative, was not 
his wife, but rather his younger sister. She lived 
with Agrippa in a questionable relationship that 
caused a great deal of scandal. (Bernice was 
later known for her own frequent marriages and 
immoral affairs.) 

When the king arrives, Festus makes a point of 
telling him about the strange case of Paul (25:14-
22). He reviews the history of the case, as it · 
arose in Jerusalem and came to him through his 

. predecessor Felix. He mentions his meeting in 
Jerusalem with the chief priests, their eagerness 
to accuse Paul, and · his own subsequent 
bafflement with their charges against Paul. To 
the Roman governor, these charges made little ' 
sense, and he was at a loss even as to what he 
could write in a report. No doubt he was even a 
little afraid, because when he sent Paul to Rome, 
the officials there would expect a dear, sensible 
list of the charges against him, not a statement 
that the prisoner went abo-ut .'claiming that a 
dead man was alive'. This rather humorous
sounding reference to the resurrection is the 
clearest indication of just how alien the entire 
concept was to the Roman mind. 
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Festus gets his wish when Agrippa ·agrees to 
meet Paul the next day, in order to help the 
governor. \Vith his report. Th is sequence of 
events shows Festus to be an honest and 
conscientious man, and yet it also reveals his 
worldly perspective. It is just not possible to 
make sense of the gospel using purely worldly 
logic, whether one I ives in the 1st century or the 
21st. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Canned juice, tea, coffee, toothpaste, tooth 
brushes, deodorant, paper grocery bag. 

Campers 
If you are interested in camping at Tree Haven 
Campground Memorial Day weekend and have 
not made reservations, please see Mike or 
Leisha Evans. 

Teens 
This weekend Troy and Lori O'Donahoe will 
be visiting as Youth. Minister candidates. They 
will be meeting with the teens. 

Thank You 
Thank y9u for the donation to help defray the 
funeral and burial expenses of Walter Saffren. 
His wife, Viola, and the Free Store congrega
tion ·thank ynu and are very appreciative of 
your generous donation. -Virginia Anderson 

. Congratulations 
Michelle Riggs was Baptized last Tuesday, May 
13. The angels in heaven are rejoicing. 

Change Of Address 
Patrick and Janet Boateng have a new address: 
2180 Fitzroy Dr. Apt # 86, Col um bus Ohio. 
Phone: 475-9020 

Calendar 

May 
18 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
21 50's Plus Meeting 
24-26 Tree Haven Encampment 
25 Evening Worship At Tree Haven Camp 
25 Services At Willow Brook 
26 Memorial Day 
31 C.O.C.S. Kindergarten Graduation 

Words To Ponder 
Don't wait for six strong men to take you to 
church. 
We don't change God's message-His message 
changes us. 
WARNING: Exposure to the Son may prevent 
burning. 
Plan ahead-It wasn't raining when Noah built 
the ark. 
In the sentence of life, the devil may be a 
comma-but never let him be the period. 
Most people want to serve God, but only in an 
advisory position . 

-One Liners 

Contributions 
Last Week $5450 I Avg YTD $5368 

Russia $247 I Avg YTD $251 

Youth Min. $280 I Avg YTD $228 

Services 
Sunday Bible Srudy 
Sunday Worship Setvlce 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt; Frank Chappell, Roy.Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thorne, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

DeacoflS__: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley,Tobn Bradley, Lynn_ Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike ~vans,Tuu Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jacl< Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Moms 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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When! Lo.ok 

When I look at a patch of dandelions, I see a bunch of weeds that 
are going to take over my yard. My kids see flowers for Mom 
and blowing white fluff that you can wish on. 

When I look at an. old drunk and he smiles at me, I see a smelly, 
dirty person who probably wants money and I look away. My· 
kids see someone smiling at them and they smile .back. 

When I hear music I love, I know I canit carry a tl!ne and don't 
have much rhythm so I sit self-consciously and listen. My kids 
eel the beat and move to it. They sing out the words. If they 

don't know them, they make up their own. 

Wh~n I feel wind on my face, I brace myself against it. I felt it 
messing up my hair and pulling me back when I walk. My kids 
close their eyes, spread their arms and fly with it, until they fall to 
the ground laughing. 

When I pray I say "Thee" and "Thou" and "grant me this, give me 
~ that." My kids say, "Hi God!!! Thanks for my toys and my 
~ frienQs. Please keep the bad dreams away tonight. Sorry, I don't 
~ want to go to heaven yet. I would miss my Mommy and Daddy." 

~ When I see a mud puddle I step around it. I see muddy shoes 
~ and clothes and dirty carpets. My kids sit in it. They see dams to 
a> build, rivers to cross, and worms to play with. e . 
~ Are we given kids to teach, or to learn from? No wonder God 
:S loves the little children!! 

~ 
~ 
oa"' .... 
~ 

~ 

From "Pulpit Helps" 



Se1·ving 6od 

Everything in its Place-Week 8 
A Respectable Lady 

"[The deacons'] wives are be women worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and 
trustworthy in everything." I Tim ;3:11 

. For those of us Christian wives out there, whether deacons' wives or not, these qualities 
are certainly worth noting. In this particular passage, being worthy of respect implies several 
things. 

Firstly, we are not to be "malicious talkers." Malicious talking is destructive, having 
wicked motivations behind it. Whether it's~ snide comment when a sister leaves the room or a 
"direct hit" t<;> someone's face, if the heart is filled with ill-will, we absolutely need to stop 
immediately and take a long, hard look inside. If our mouths are only following along with our 
hearts, then what is that inside of us tempting us to say such things? James 3:8 reminds us that 
the tongue is a "restless evil, full of d~adly poison." One comment made with hurtful· intent can 
sting bitterly <;ind leave lingering wounds on Christ's body. 

Secondly, we are to be temperate. Web~ter's Dictionary defines temperate as "not 
extreme or excessive, mild, moderate in indulgence in appetite and desire, moderate in the use of 
intoxicating liquors,· sober." It's a mindset. God desires for us to be women of moderation in all 
respects, rather than extreme in behavior and habits, in food and drink. Today, overindulgence is 
a hug'e issue for us women. We can have more than ever before, and we come to expect it. We 
need, however, to approach ourselves with sobriety and moderation; anything that takes God's 
place is an idol, whether it's sexual de~ire, shopping or eating that habitual "Oreo cookie too 
many." . 

Finally, we're to be trustworthy in everything. That's a tall order, isn't it? Well, just as 
I . 

Rome wasn't built in a day, our trustworthiness increases one success at a time. For everything 
that's entrusted to you that you accomplish ·or take responsibility for successfully, your 
trustworthiness is being buil.t up.' If you don't feel like you're there yet, be patient and do your 
best to be responsible for anything in your care. And yes, there will be setbacks-but press on! 
Strive for better reliability next time. 

May all of us Christian wives persevere in these things! 

Thoughts and Challenges: Do you see in yourself anything in this passage that needs to change? 
If so, you are not alone! Ask others to heip keep you accountable as you strive to be more and 
more godly. As they pray for you, you can return the favor! · 

Prayers: May God convict our hearts where necessary and enable our successes in these areas to 
continue (or start) and grow. Let's pray not only to stop malicious talking, but to pray that we can 
address the root of the evil thoughts in our hearts. Let's pray not only to stop overindulging, but 
to find satisfaction in God alone. -Linda Chivington 

2 

Growth In Jesus 

BEFORE THE GENTILES & THEIR KINGS 
PAUL'S TRIP TO ROME (ACTS 21-28) 

Week Fourteen 
Paul, Agrippa, & Festus (Acts 25:23-27) 

Faced with sending a report to the emperor 
about a case th.at has completely confused 
him, the Roman governor Festus had asked 
King Agrippa, who was much more familiar 
with Jewish customs and history, to speak with 
Paul. And so, the very next day, Paul is 
brought before Agrippa for - an informal 
hearing designed to help Festus in his report to 
Rome. While Festus is desperately hoping that 
the meeting .will bring out some substantial 
information·, and while the king is possibly 
motivated by curiosity as much as anything 
else, Paul will view it as an entirely different 
kind of opport\..mity. 

This is clearly indicated to be a fact-finding 
hearing only, not a binding 'trial (25:23-27). 
The setting is one of a king holding court, 
rather than a legal environment. After Agrippa 
and his consort Bernice enter with suitable 
fanfare, the prisoner , Paul is· introduced by 
governor Festus. Festus outlines the situation 
for the benefit of any listeners, indicating that 
Paul's case has been referred to Rome, 
necessitating a report from the governor. 
Festus openly admits that he can find no 
genuine charges against Paul, and expresses 
his hope that the meeting with King Agrippa 
will bring out some useful information. Yet, as 
we might well expect, Paul is more concerned· 
with using this situation as another chance to 
present the gospel.. In this interesting meeting 

3 

are represented some of the most common 
basic perspectives on the gospel. The three 
leading figures have three different 
perspedives, and thus three different 
motivations for pursuing this discussion. 

As we have seen, Festus is motivated primarily 
by the hope of putting together a report to the 
emperor, for which he will need to describe 
Paul's teachings in purely logical, rational 
terms. While there is a deep and satisfying 
logic to the true gospel, its logic and purpose 
are based on God's deeper awareness of our 
needs and nature, and thus anyone who, like 
Festus, insists on thinking strictly in worldly 
terms, , wi II never. . appreciate or understand 
what Jesus is truly all about. Meanwhile, 
Agrippa seems more than happy to listen to 
spiritual discussions, but (as we shall see more 
clearly later on), he has little interest in acting 
on -spiritual principles. He simply finds them 
interesting, perhaps even entertaining, just as 
many persons today are fascinated by biblical 
speculations or debates that please the fleshly 

I 

mind but that do nothing m draw anyone 
closer to God. 

Paul, on the other hand, has an entirely 
different perspective. He does not tailor the 
message of the gospel to make it more 
pleasing to the flesh, either by 
intellectuallizing it or by making it ethereal 
and theoretical. He presents the truth boldly 
and without apology, even if doing so baffles 
or frustrates dry logicians like Festus, and even 
if threatens those who, like Agrippa, want to 
keep spiritual truths 'on a purely impersonal 
level. Of the three, it is Paul, of course, whom 
Christians ought to emulate. 

- Mark W. Carner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Canned juice, tea, coffee, toothpaste, tooth 
brushes, deodorant, paper grocery bag. 

Financial Support Needed 
If anyone is interested in helping Emily Gale 
financially with AIM support in Nottingham 
England, please see her after services today. 

Attention Graduates 
We will be honoring our 2003 graduates dur- ~ 
ing an upcoming Sunday morning service. If 
you will be graduating in the next few weeks, 
or if you have received a diploma or degree 
since last summer, please give your name, the 
name of your school, and the type of diploma/ 
degree to Ray Thorne as soon as possible. See 
him personally or send him e-mail at 
arthorne@insight.rr.com. 

. Graduation Open House 
We would like to invite the congregation to a 
graduation open house honoring Nathan 
Barnhardt, Sunday, June ·1 from 3:00-5:00 in 
the annex. Hope to see you there!! 

-Tom and Polly Barnhardt 

Aim At Heaven 
_ It is since Christians have largely ceased to 
think of the other world that they have become 
so in ineffective in this one. Aim at heaven and 
you will get earth "thrown in." Aim at earth and 
you wi II get neither. 

-C.S. Lewis 

-

Calendar 

May 
24-26 Tree Haven Encampment 
25 ' Evening Worship At Tree Haven Camp 
25 Services At Willow Brook 
26 Memorial Day 
31 C.O.C.S. Kindergarten Graduation 

June 
1 ' Deacons Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
1 Summer Bible Classes Begin 
f All Groups Meet At Building 
3 COCS 6th Grade Graduation 
4 50's Plus Meeting 
8-14 R<;>bin Weier's Teen Week At 

NWOCYC 
15 Fathers Day 
15 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
15-21 Matt Dahm's Camp Week At NWOCYC 
18 Sb's Plus Meeting · 
29 Area-Wide Evening Worship 

Contributions 
Last Week $5286 I Avg YTD $5364 

Russia $157 IAvgYTD $246 

Youth Min. $190 I Avg YTD $226 

Services 
Sunclay Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 Pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Ripes, Ray Thome, Cbarlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrlst.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, D~elJ Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus~ OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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We Walked Among Mountains 
We walked among mountains, 

though majestic and tall, 
there were often valleys, 

I cared not for at all. 

This valley was deep,,__ 
as the river was wide, 

and the rocks that were steep, 
k~pt me lagged though I tried. 

We came to a smooth bank, 
where I ran ahead, 

though enjoyed a stride with father, 
I could have instead. 

And after a time, 
As I turned round to yell, 

My foot met a rock, 
and after pride I fell. 

.. 
He ran to my ,aid, 

but not a word he said, 
as he bent low, 

and lifted my head . 

He set me up straight, 
and took hold my hand, 

Only he, my father, 
c~uld fully understand. 

Even now past the valley, 
I held his hand fast, 

For one slip on the mountain, 
back to the valley I'd be cast. 

We walked among mountains, 
though majestic and tall, 
There had to be valleys 

else, no mountains/peaks at all. 

Kim Gale 



Ser11i11g 6od 

Everything in its Place-Week 9 
Passing the Torch 

wrhen [the older women] can teach the younger women to love their husbands and children, to be 
self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kiild, and to be subject to their husbands, so 
that no one will malign the word of God." Titus 2:3-5 

Does this sound old-fashioned _to you? A little out-dated? A little chauvinistic? Hopefully 
not! 

First of all, is it not logical that the older women should teach the younger women to love 
their husbands and children? After all, family is a God-given responsibility. Sadly, a large number 
of young women today aren't being shown this by their mothers or by anyone else. 'If their 
mothers were bad examples in this area, that certainly makes it tougher. If the mother ran out on 
the.family responsibility, had an affair or simply undermined the father's efforts by chipping away 
at him for years, these will all b,ecome hurdles for the daughter to overcome. 

Is it also not logical that we are to strive to be self-controlled, pure and kind? .I feel it is 
harder today than ever in our history to remain self-controlled and pure in a culture that oo:zes 
comfort, pleasure and "free expression." Today's young women desperately need older women to 

. help them establish boundaries in their lives that lead them toward that goal. God's Word is the 
place to start. 

Isn't it also logical that domestic responsibility and stability need to be passed down? 
"Busy at home?" "Subject to my husband?" Why? Ideally, a home needs a mother, and, generally 
speaking, God gives women a desire to take care of their homes ~ Do not believe that you, as a 
woman, cannot possibly find any real fulfillment in home life and motherhood alone. They are gifts 
and responsibilities from 1God. Subjection to our husbands may sound negative, but in God's 
design it is blessed, especially when our husbands are loving us in return. Be cooperative. Avoid 
arguing over nothing. Help and encourage. Teach others to do the same! 

All of these things require being taught in word and in example. You are in both a position 
of being mentored and being a mentor. Let's be hands-0n with this scripture, taking it bey0nd the 
positive idea and incorporating it in our lives. The young ones so desperately need us, and I know 
we have lots to learn from those who have walked God's path a lot longer than we have. 

Thoughts and Challenges: Be involved with an older sister. Learn from her experiences. Godly 
older ladies have so much to offer! Be involved with a younger sister, as well. Teach her from 
your experiences. You may have more to offer than you realize. 

Prayers: May God open our eyes to the opportunities around us to help younger Christians in their 
walk with Christ. · 

-Linda Chivington 
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Growth In Jesus 

BEFORE THE GENTILES & THEIR KINGS 
PAUL'S TRIP TO ROME (ACTS 21•28) 

Week Fifteen 
Paul's Source of Hope (Acts 26:1-8) 

Paul now has the opportunity to explain 
himself and the gospel to King Agrippa. 
Before going back over the well-known story 
of his conversion, Paul takes a moment to 
express his basic perspective and his hope in 
Jesus. As we see so often in Acts, he 
emphasizes the fact anq the significance of the 
resurrection. He also wants to make sure to 
demonstrate the connection between the 
histori~al Jewish religion and the new 
covenant in Christ that he is proclaiming. 

As always, Paul ,knows and takes into account 
his audience (26d-3). It is one of the points of 
interest of the book of Acts to see how Paul 
approaches preaching the gospel in so many 
different ways, while always putting forth the 
same important truths. He does not always 
persuade his listeners, but that is not due to 
any defects in his preaching; rather, it srmply 
shows that God always al lows everyone to use 
their 9wn free will to decide whether or not 
they wish to respond to the gospel. In this 
case, Paul knows that King Agrippa is 
thoroughly familiar with · all of the various 
Jewish customs and controversies, and so he 
can assume a degree of familiarity that was not 
there when he defended himself before the 
Roman governors . . 

3 

Paul emphasizes his hope in what God has 
promised (26:4-8). He recounts his 
upbringing as a strict Pharisee, and makes the 
important connection between the historical 
Jewish religion and the gospel. He again says 
truthfully that he is on trial because of his 
hope fn the promises of God. All the promises 
God had given his people through the years 
had been fulfilled in Christ. In indicating this, 
Paul is both preaching the truth and defending 
his own actions, as .a Jew truly faithful to his 
upbringing. Christianity did not contradict 
Judaism, but fulfilled it. It is, in fact, Paul's 
ac(:users who were refusing to put their faith 
in their own God and in his promises. 
Anyone who truly understood God's promises 
could not help but realize, as Paul did, that 
God raises the dead. Many of God's promises 
imply this, and without it, many of the 
promises lose much of their force. 

While we are probably both familiar with and 
in agreement with Paul's words, it is also true 
that many Christians do not allow · these 
important ·ideas to become a reality in · their 
lives. To be a Christian is to share in the 
fulfillment of promises made across many 
centuries, and to have a blessed and privileged 
identity as a child of God. Likewise, the hope 
of sharing someday in the resurrection ought 
to change our perspective on ·earthly events. 
Neither the joys nor the pains of the world can 
compare with the importance of knowing that 
we have an eternal home waiting for us. 
These things were real not only to Paul, but to 
all of our brothers and sisters "in the first 
century church. They can, and should, be real 
to us as wel I. 

.: Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food ~antry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Canned juice, tea, toothpaste, tooth brushes; 

. deodorant, paper grocery bag. 

Graduation Open House 
We would like to ·invite the congregation to a 
graduation open house honoring Nathan 
Barnhardt, Today; fro.m 3:00-5:00 in the an-
nex. Tom and Polly Barnhardt 

Graduation,Open House 
We would like to extencfan open invitation to 
the congregation to a graduation open house 
for Ashli McKeon at her.home, 3996 Daffodil 
Dr. Sunday June 8th from 3:00-6:00. 

Attention Graduates and Parents 
We will be honoring eur·2003 gradu~tes dur.,. 
ing morning worship on June 8. ff you will be 
graduating in June, or if you have received a 
diploma or degree sihte last surtimer,·please 
give your name, the n(lrne of your school, and 
the type of diploma or degree to Ray Thorne or 
send him e-mail. -~, 

fhank'You 
Thank you for all the prayers, flowers, food and 
phone calls. All of'ybur "love and support 
helped us to get tttfroagh a hard time in our life. 

··- - Geneva Bundy & Family 

Sympathy 
We want to exp.ress· our sympat'fly to Larry 
Harris and family at the.death of-his mother. . . 

The funeral was last Thursday in Missouri. 

1 
1 
1 
3 
4 
8-14 
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Calendar 

June 
Deacons Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
Summer Bil?le Classes Begin 
All Groups Meet At Building 
COCS 6th 9rade Graduation 
50's Plus Meeting · 
Robin Wei~r's Teen Week At 
NWOCYC 
Fathers Day 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 15 

15-21 
18 
29 

Matt Dahm's Camp Week At NWOCYC 
50's Plus Meeting 
Area-Wide ~vening Worship 

I 

New Members 
Jonas Bosompem, 6099 Beechcroft Rd., Colum

, bus 43229. Phone~ 890-4349. 

I 
Florence Boakyewaa, 5758 Rue Montmarie, 
Columbus, 43229. Phone# 898-5758. 
Daughter, Sandra. 

Contributions 
Last Week $421~ IAvgYTD 

Russia . $165 AvgYTD 

Youth Min. $190 AvgYTD 

$5309 

$242 

$224 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study .. ·. 9:30 am 
Sunday Worship Service· 1 O: 30 ~"1 

.Elden,· Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chap~ll. Roy Estep, 
Mike Ripes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

Sunday E'll~n1ng · 5!30 Pill 
Wednesday Evening 7:00 pm 

n.Of'ttilandch'1rchofchrlst.c:om 

Deacons: Brian.Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chiv.ington, Darrell Estep, Jac'k Evans, -Mike~EYans, Lou Lawrente-, 
John Lindsay, Jack"Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Wpes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A Prayer For Help 
First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be 
made on behalf of all men -.. 1 Timothy 2: 1 

There are lots of times 'we go to God focused upon our own problems. One day last 
week after spending time praying for myself, I read the following prayer penned by 
Ray Comfort: · 

"Father, I have a problem and it is weighing heavy on me. It's all I can think about 
night and day. Before I bring it to you in prayer, I suppose I should pray for those 
who are less fortunate that me - those in the world who have hardly enough food for 
this day, and for those who don't have a roof over their heads at night. 

I also pray for families who have lost loved ones in sudden death, for parents whose 
children have leukemia, for the many people who are dying of brain tumors, for the 

undre.cfs ,of thousands who are struggling with other terrible cancers, for people 
whose bodies have been suddenly shattered in car wrecks, for those who are lying 
in the hospital with agonizing burns all over their bodies, whose faces have been 
burned beyond recognition. 

I pray for people with emphysema, whose eyes fill with terror as they struggle for 
every breath merely to live, for those who are tormented beyond words by irrational 
fears, for the elderly who are wracked with the pains of aging, whose only escape is 
death. 

I pray for people who are watching their loved ones fade before their eyes through 
the grief of Alzheimer's disease, for the many thousands who are suffering the agony 

~ of AIDS, for those who are in such despair they are about to commit suicide, for 
'- people who are tormented by the demons of alcoholism and drug addiction . 

.! 
~ 

I pray for children who have been abandoned by their parents, for those who are 
sexually abused, for wives held in quiet despair, beaten and abused by cruel and 
drunken husbands, for people whose minds have been destroyed by mental disor

N' ders, for those who have lost everything in floods, tornadoes, hurricanes and earth
""" quakes. 
Cl) 

§ -~ I pray for the blind, who never see the.faces of the ones they love, or the beauty of a 
sunrise, for th.ose whose bodies are horribly deformed by painful arthritis, for the 
many whose lives will be taken from them today by murderers; for those wasting 
away on their death beds. 

Most of all, I cry out for the millions who don't know the forgiveness that is in Jesus 
CW> Christ... for those who in a moment of time will be swept into hell by the cold hand g of death, and find to their utter horror the unspeakable vengeance of eternal fire. 
C'I They will be eternally damned to everlasting punishment. Oh God, I pray for them. .. ..... 
Cl) 

Strange, I can't seem to remember my problem! In Jesus' Name I pray, Amen." 

~ - William Eudy, Verse A Week Club 
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_.~ · ·.-. -.~ ;~, R~~p'eCi Yoorself 
'• ·~ <· .- '- .. '" ' ~ .; : ~~~ :, · ~, ' ~ 

"Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of 
gold jewelry and fine clothes. Instead, ii should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of 

6rowt/1 In Jes11s 

BEFORE THE GENTILES & THEIR KINGS 
PAUL'S TRIP TO ROME (ACTS 21-28) 

Week Sixteen 
Paul's Testimony About Jesus (Acts 26:9-23) 

" a quiet ~md gentle spirit, which is-of great worth in God's sight. H Peter 3:1-4 · 
After an introduction in which he ·stated the basis 
of his hope in Christ, Paul moves on to describe 
what changed his mind and heart, and what 
converted him from a hateful persecutor of 
Christianity into a devoted believer in Jesus 
willing to endure anything for the sake of the' 
gospel. In his personal testimony, Paul also 
describes the calling and commission God gave 
him to take the gospel to the Gentiles. This is 
now the third time that Acts has related the same 
basic narrative, thus emphasizing its importance. 

What comes to your mind when I s~y, "beauty"? Is it a breathtaking summer day, a 
baby's smile, a swimsuit model? Beauty surety means different things to different people. What 
~l mean tO'God? . · 

Well, according to this passage~ God is.pleased with the "unfading beauty of a quiet and 
gentle spirit." Anythi11g that is greatly valuable in God's sight should surely warrant our attention. 
Unfading is how this inner beauty is described .. Summers give up their radiance and fade into 
cold winters, babies grow all too quickly, and there's only so much plastic: surgery possible for 
those aging swimsu!tniodels. A quiet and gentle spirit, however, is quite timeless. 

What's wr:<;>ng'with outward adornment? Nothing-in and of itself. But when the future 
king of Israel is chosen as a young boy, S'arriuel points out that man looks at the outward 
appearance, but God looks'at the heart. So, whom are we more interested in pleasing? Is it 
others? Ourselves? God? 

Truly respecting God .will respect ourselves, as well. I'm not going to say that you should 
deliberately look u·nkemplor shabby; God does want us to take care of ourselves, but where are 

. our hearts? · -1" • · . • 

I know it isn;t_easy, e~pec_ialfy wh~n We're young. I remember getting up at 5:00 a.m. to 
get ready for schoo[ I would'spen~ an· hou'r 'and a half trying to decide what to wear, doing my 
makeup, curling, spraying· and re"C:Lirfitj¥-my harr (it was the 1980's, after illll) ... but funny how I 
have no memories of studying th"e w.Ord or pr-eying to God before I would start my day. It's . 
sobering to me to.tll1?itk of all bf'°'fh~ti~ wasted'ir\-trying to impress everyone but God. 
~ . Ladies, please remember to foci.is on what pleases God and honors yourself. Your inner 
beauty will not fade if you pursue the lord and .his leading. Looking beautiful might make you 
feel good, but being beautiful will ma~ P.~,,mand God pleased. . . ...... 

Thoughts and Challenges: Life is short on this planet. Let's try to be more logical in our daily 
decisions. Are we squandering our time on .frivolous self-gratification or are we investing in the 
future of our eternity.? _ 

Once more, Paul tells of his old life- and his 
conversion (26:9-18). It was probable that the 
king knew of Paul's activities as a former 
persecutor of believers in Christ, but Paul wants· 
to make sure that h.e remembers it. So he 

, emphasizes in detail his previous oppositior:i to :, 
the gospel, which will make clear that only an .r-:

extraordinary experience could have changed 
him. He then tells of hi~ trip to Damascus, and 
of how Jesus appeared to him. His account of 
his conversion makes a point of bringing out the 
themes of light and darkness, sight and 
blindness, with the important parallel in the 

. message of God's . forgiveness that Paul was 
chosen to preach. Paul also makes it clear that 
from the first God had called him to preach both 
to Jews and Gentiles. 

Prayers: May ·God enable us to see ourselves as precious in his eyes, not for what we look like, . . 
1 

• 
but simply because he adores us, much in the way .a baby adores his mommy, no matter what Now reach.mg a ~ruci~ . part of his statement, 

obedience to God and to the ministry God 
prepared for him. The essence of Paul's message 
was the call to repent and to turn to God. This 
was often accepted .more readily by the Gentiles, 
who usually knew that they did not have God, 
than it was by the Jews, many of whom 
complacently felt that they had already done 
everything that God required of them. Yet Paul 
indicates that he began his ministry by preaching 
to the Jews of Damascus and Jerusalem before 
moving on to preach among the Gentiles. Then, 
Paul emphasites that his testimony is for small 
and great alike, for the kings and rulers just as 
much as it is for anyone ·else. Just as the gospel 
is not for one nation alone or for 'one race alone, 
it is not only for one class or· for one social 
group. It is a universal message, and Paul 
understood that as well as anyone who has ever 
lived. Paul sums up by re-iterating that Jesus was 
the fulfillment of the law, and combines ·this 
with his description of Jesus as "the first to rise 
from the dead". · 

Paul always took into account the perspective of 
his audien'ce, ar:id yet he always' emphasized the 
same things. · H

0

is message was always centered 
tirst>'Of all on Jesus, Paul always explained his 
ow~. activities as being natural . responses to. 
Jesus, not as Paul's own ideas or Initiatives. Paul 
also freely discussed spiritual concepts such as 
the resurrection without regard . to, whether his 
hearers .would consider it a strange .idea. So too, 
the wise Christian today will be · aware of the 
th.i,~gs that those, .aro1:1np us ~e.l~eye, and wi II 
bear this in mind when speal<ing .. to them,. but 
the f{lithful Christian will never ··com,promise the· 
truths of the gospel nor substitute , something 
more appealing to earthly minds ... 

- fyfatk_W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Canned juice, tea, toothpaste, tooth brushes, 
deodorant, paper grocery bag. 

Graduation Open Hous~ 
We would like to extend an open invitation to 
the congregation to a graduation open house 
for Ashli McKeon at her home, 3996 Daffodil 
Dr. Today from 3:00-6:00. 

Attention Graduates and Parents 
We will be honoring our 2003 graduates dur- · 
ing morning worship today. If you will be 
graduating in June, or if you have received a 
diploma or degree since last summer, please 
give your name, the name of your school, and 
the type of diploma or degree to Ray Thorne. 

Bridal Shower 
You are invited to a bridal shower for Kourtni 
Dunkin on June 14 from 1-3 p.m. in the annex. 
Kourtni is registered at Target, Kaufman's, Sears 
and Bed, Bath and Beyond. Please RSVP to 
Hannah Callaghan at 523-0292 or Sa,lly Dunkin 
at 337-1558. 

8-14 

15 
15 
15-21 
18 
29 

Calendar 

June 
Robin Weier's Teen Week At 
NWOCYC 
Fathers Day 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Matt Dahm's Camp Week At NWOCYC 
SO's Plus Meeting 
Area-Wide Evening Worship 

Graduation Open House 
All are welcome to come celebrate the gradua
tion of Ben lngland from the Ohio State 
University. An open house is being held Sun
day, June 15th 2003 at Blendon Woods Metro 
Park, in the Shadblow shelter, between 
1 p.m . ....'.... 4 p.m. for more details, see Ben 
lngland. · 

Thank You Contributions 
I want to thank the Northland family for the Last Week $6410 I Avg YTD $5359 
flowers, _prayers and kind words at the death of 
my mother last week. Larry Harris Russia $227 Avg YTD $241 

I 

Youth Min. $140 Avg YTD $220 
J 

Seivices 
;;z..:: 

Su"day Bible Swdy 
Sunday Wocshfp _Servfce 
Su.nday Evenhlg . 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
~0:30 am 
'5:30 pm 
7:(_)0 pm 

north~ndcliurchofchrlst.c0"1 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, -Tom Bamb-ard~ ]"_rank Cliap:pC1J, ~oyEsti::p, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie :Y-ate~"' 
Deaeons: Brian Amo!<{, Will Bj~kley, JOiln Bradley, Lynn ~Champney, 
Kevin C~vington, Darrell_'.Estep;'Jac.k E"ans, Mike.Evans, L~m Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauer.iberg; l3eryl Mcl'yfaster:s1 Mark Moms 
EvangeliSts: Mike Ripes, iom'lJalliharat 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Mother Nature? 
Last Saturday, my two boys and I were together in the van. I was listen
ing to the radio and the boys were simply being quiet. Then from the 
back of the van, my six year old boy broke the silence and said, "Dad, 
why do people give Mother Nature credit for all the beau,tiful things 
God does?" To say the least, I was taken back by the question. I didn't 
even know that he had ever heard the expression, "Mother Nature." 

But how insightful?, I never cease to be amazed at what children say. 
didn't know quite how to answer his question. Why do we refer to the 
works of "Mother Nature" rather than the wor~s of God? Is it an effort 
to avoid offending someone? Is it intended to disguise our faith in 
God? Or is it just a phrase we've picked up that has no theological 
ignificance intended? 

Whatever the case may be for our use of the term, don't you think 
more glory and honor would be directed to God if instead of talking 
about what "Mother Nature" does, we talked about what God does? 

Instead of talking about how Mother Nature takes care of the animals 
during the cold Winter. months, wouldn't it be more honoring to God 
to talk about how God takes care of the animals during the Winter? 

Instead of talking about the beautiful sunset Mother Nature gave us, 
wouldn't it be more honoring to God if we talked about the beautiful 
sunset God gave us? 

Instead of talking about how Mother Nature brings about the beautiful 
change of the seasons, wouldn't it be more honoring to'God if we 
talked about how God causes the change of the seasons? 

You get the idea. By using a little care in our language, we not only 
can give God the praise and glory that is rightfully his, but at the same 
time we may, by the change in our language, open doors to further dis
cussion about God with others. 

I can't help but wonder if the innocence of a six year old made him 
wonder why we give "Mother Nature" credit for the beautiful things 
God does, then do you suppose God ever wonders the same thing? 

- Steve Higginbotham, South Green Street Church of Christ 
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SerJting God 

Everything in its Place-Week 11 
Our Passive Witness 

"Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your 
hands, just as we told you, so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you 
will not be dependent on anybody." I Thessalonians. 4:11 

I'm sure you have heard the comments that determined anti-Christian individuals make 
regarding a.II the evils, scandals, hypocrisy and money-grubbing going on in the church today. 
I'm sure you have seen everything from documentaries to sitcoms that make absolute mockery of 
the Christian faith. How can we combat this and effectively promote a positive view of 
Christianity? 

Leading a quiet life, minding our own business and working with our hands-can that 
really make a difference? Well, if we are leading a quiet life, we are not wasting our time 

\ 

gossiping and backbiting one another; we aren't. stirring up strife. Jesus was a man of tremendous 
gentle power. His following grew in strength and in number by his teaching and example, not by 
riots and feverish coercion. There is great eternal power in His "quiet life." 

As for minding our own business, I don't know anyone, Christian or non-Christian, who 
enjoys people meddling in his affairs. This is not to say that challenging or discipling one another 
is wrong, however. When we see a brother or sister involved in sin, we are obligated to speak 
up, in order that they may be restored. If we turn ·our backs, we are taking the concept to the 
opµosite extreme. In general, stay out of things that don't concern you directly. 

Working with our hands? Yes! When we are being diligent with the work God has given 
us, it keeps us .from unnecessary troubles and helps to win the respect of those outside the 
church, especially when it involves serving them directly. Many a sermon is preached when 
simply taking time to do a good deed for someone. We also should be working in order that we 
are able to meet one another's needs. If we are functioning like a healthy, growing body, we 
should be examples to the world around us in love, responsibility and caring. When a need 
arises and the church meets it, what a powerful example! All of this serves to glorify God. 

Thoughts and Challenges: Winning the respect of outsiders is the first step in winning the souls of 
outsiders. Jesus exemplifies this. He loved and served people daily, and it had great power in its 
effects. · 

Prayers: May God enlighten us_to what it means for us personally to "lead a quiet life," to be· 
diligent and to help others in need, inside and outside of God's family. 

-Linda Chivington 
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Growth In Jes11s 

BEFORE THE GENTILES & THEIR KINGS 
PAUL'S TRIP TO ROME (ACTS 21m28) 

Week Seventeen 
True & Reasonable (Acts 26:24-32) 

Paul's message unsettled both of his key 
listeners, although in different ways. To 

I 

governor Festus, with his Roman mind-set that 
valued only orderliness and logic, Paul simply 
seemed crazy. King Agrippa, more at home in 
dealing with religious matters, was convinced 
that Paul had proved his innocence, but Agrippa 
was unwilling to give a personal response to the 
gospel. 

Festus must have listened to Paul witn increasing 
skepticism, so when he hears Paul again 
mention the resurrection, the full measure of his 
incredulity come~ out (26:24-25). He cannot 
help thinking that Paul is insane. At least he 
gives him some credit, in assigning the blame for 
his alleged insanity to incessant study. His mind 
will only deal with tangjble things, so the ideas 
taught by Paul make no sense, and indeed seem 
crazy. Yet this is not the ·fault of Paul or of the 
gospel, but is instead a revealing s1gn of Festus's 
own refusal to open his eyes to spiritual truths. 
Skeptics often take the focus off of their own 
insecurity and closed minds, by mocking or 
deriding the things of the gospel that cannot be 
explained in purely physical terms. Paul, for his 
part, does not insult or even correct Festus 
personally, despite having ampl~ grounds to do 
so. Instead, he calmly affirms that the gospel is 
"true and reasonable", as long as you look ·at it 
from the right point of view. Unless someone is 
afraid to admit the existence · of a higher 
intelligence or of spiritual reality, the gospel 
answers so many questions and solves so many 

problems that there is simply no genuine reason 
not to accept it as truth. 

' Paul then turns to the king (26:26-29). 
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Reminding him that Christianity is no secret, and 
that Agrippa is not only familiar with the facts of 
the gospel; but also has an interest in the 
prophets a:nd the rest of the Jewish religion, 
which formed the basis of the gospel, Paul asks 
the king how he will respond. While not 
negative or hostile, the king is taken aback, and 
is afraid to commit himself. Instead, he tries to 
defuse Paul's enthusiasm, and this attempt leads 
to Paul's memorable statement that whether 
"short time or long", he hopes the king and the 
others present will accept the gospel. 

-
If nothing else, Paul's innocence has become 
obvious (26:30-32). Agrippa's own comm'ents 
indicate that, if .it were up to him, Paul could be 
freed at once. There could be a slight tone of 
regret in thinking that Paul's own appeal has 
made a further trial unavoidable, and yet Paul 
would certainly not have regretted taking the 
action that ensured a trip to Rome. Paul, of 
course, did not r~alize that Nero, to whom he 
had appealed, was even then beginning his 
descent into madness and cruelty. But even 
more than that, Paul wanted more than anything 
else to proclaim the truths of the gospel to all 
who would listen. The responses of Festus and 
Agrippa · - skepticism and delay - are all too 
typical of the ways that the fleshly usually 
respond to the gospel. Paul's determination to 
pursue God's will and truth is the right example 
for believers to follow. · 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Canned juice, tea, toothpaste, tooth brushes, 
deodorant, paper grocery bags, pancake mix, 
saltine crackers. 

Graduation Open House 
All are welcome to corne celebrate the gradua
rion of Ben lngland from the Ohio State 
University. An open house is beir:ig held Sun
day, June 15th 2003 at Blendon Woods Metro 
Park, in the Shadblow shelter, between 
1 p.m.- 4 p.m. for more details, see Ben 
lngland. · 

Teens 
The Summer Youth ,Series begins next week. 
The first session is Tuesday evening June 17 at 
Spring Road Ch_urch of Christ. This is a great 
series, with lots of opportunity to fellowship 
wi.th other teens in the central Ohio area. 
There is a poster showing all the events on the 
teen bulletin beard. 

The Precious Metal Of Faith 
Christ would not test us if He did not see the 
precious metal of faith mingled with the rocky 
core of our nature. Nothing happens that has 
not been appointed with consummate care and 
foresight. 

15 
15 
15-21 
18 
29 

Calendar 

1 June 
Fathers Day 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Matt Dahm's Camp Week At NWOCYC 
SO's Plus Meeting 
Area-Wide Evening Worship 

Wedding Invitation 
The Northland Church Family is invited to the 
wedding of Philip Starkey and Kourtni Dunkin. 
The Ceremony will begin at half past three on 
Saturday July the S1h1 2003. The Ceremony will 
be held at: 
Gahanna Community Congregational Church 

470 Havens Corner Rd. 
Gahanna, OH 43230 

There·will be a reception at the church immedi
ately following the ceremony. Please RSVP by 
June 131h to Sally Dunkin at 337-1558 if you are 
planning to attend the reception. 

Contributions 
Last Week $5733 AvgYTD $5376 

-Daily devotional Commentary I Russia $172 AvgYTD $238 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

•Youth Min. $395 AvgYTD 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

$228 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay; Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters; Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A Boy's Tribute To His Dad 
Dear Dad: 

I've been looking for a card to send you which would in a measure express what is in 
my heart to say to you. But I have found none to suit. So I'm writing this letter to let 
you know what you've meant to me through the years. 

First of all, I'd like to tell you that your patient love and protection have not all been 
lost. Doubtless there are many things you've done for me; many thOL1ghts and plans 
that you've entertained on my behalf, which have never found their way to my inner 
consciousness at all. 

But you will like to know that some of your fatherliness has found me! After long 
years, I've begun to appreciate it. Secondly, Dad, I'd like to hold up the ideal, so that it 
may create a desire in others to become to their children when you have always been 
to me. 

Thirdly, I want intellect and heart to grasp this fact: that the best of earthy fathers is but 
a faint reflection of what the heavenly Father is. ,I'm proud to remember that you 
worked with your hands as well as with your head. 

I remember, too, Dad, thinking as a very small kid of the Judgment Day. Oh, I know 
• I've never expressed these inner feelings to you.before, but this one thing I must tell 

you now. I imagined myself standing with the s.~all ~nd great before the Great White 
Throne, when the Books were opened in heaven. , I didn't' know then about the Other 
Book, or, if I did, I didn't understand how my naftle was going to be written there. And • 
so I planned in my frightened brain that I'd be sure to stand very close to you; that I'd 
hold your hand so tight, no one could tear rne from your side. I imagined that in this 
way, I, your weak dependent one, might slip thro,!Jgh to the joys of heaven. It was a · 
poor tangle of error, of course, but I venture to th(nk it was a stepping-stone to a great 

·~ 
truth. I was so sure you'd not wish to be separatea from me there. I had learned as a 
toddling child that fathers know how to love. B

0

ut'l know now that even you cou ldn ' t 
get me a passport into heaven. That is the prerogative of the only begotten Son of God. 
You couldn't by all right of your strength place your trembling child among the circle 

C"ll"' of the redeemed; but his I say - you did point the way in. Oh, that every father would 
""" do that! If fathers knew how their influence tells and weighs, they would be more par

ticular about many things. I feel so glad and proud, bad, that you were one of those 
who felt your responsibility. 

Q) 

~ 
~ 
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Q 
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Well; Dad, there is much more I could say but I don't want to make you weary. All I 
can say now in closing is that in your life I find an analogy most precious. As you were 
close to me as a boy, our heavenly Father is· not far from every one of us, His sin-sick 
children. He does not require us to put our wants in words. He's not hard of hearing. 
He's very near, all powerful and supremely tender. 

Because, you see, God's so - so - loving - if He's like my father! 
Author Unknown 

From "Pulpit Helps• 



Se1·1ing 6od 

Everything in its Place-Week 12 
Wi~h Respect to the lost 

"Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope 
that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect." 1 Peter 3:1 Sb 

Jesu~ is our ultimate example of gentleness-a good shepherd who loves and cares for the 
sheep. To those who wanted to understand, he explained. To his all-too-human disciples, he 
patiently revealed the Father himself. 

There's a song by musieian Chris Rice that points out, "If I find myself in a better place, I 
can't look down on the frown on the other guy's face. If I stoop down low, look him square in 
the eye, I've got a funny feeling I just might be dealing with the face of Christ." It's easy (I know 
for myself) to get frustrated, angry or bitter with those blinded by evil 'thoughts or a pagan 
lifestyle. It may be easy to feel animosity toward non-Christian religions. Well, Satan is the one 
behind the evils in the world, and he is the one we-are out to defeat in this spiritual battle, not 
other people. . 

We could have just as easily been' born into a hostile environment or into a pagan 
culture. Praise God that we have what we have! When we find ourselves spiritually "in a better 
place," let's share our faith the way Jesus did-as he was sharing to those harassed and helpless. 
We have the most breathtaking, incredible, joyous news available. When someone asks us why 
we have this amazing hope, be prepared! Give your testimony of faith. Share the Word. They 
are literally dying out there to know the mighty Savior who can pull themJrom eternal 
destruction and give them an eternal home in peace. · 

As dedicated and honorable as ou'r fire fighters, policem~n and surgeons are, they save 
people only from a temporary death. How much more we have to offer than that! We have the 
hope of escape from eternal death. Jesus Christ be praised! 

Thoughts and Challenges: To be prepared, we need to keep in fellowship with the Father, 
reading, meditat,ing and praying-and also we need to truly know the reality of our hope. If it isn't 
really real to us, all-or-nothing, life-or death, then we aren't going to be sharing the way we ought 
to. 

Prayers: May we see Satan and his colleagues as our true· enemies, and may we equip ourselves 
to fight our spiritual battles when it comes to sharing this blessed hope with the world. We need 
to have deep roots ,of faith and the gentleness and respect to spE;!ak to those around us, 
rememberi~g that they, too were created by God. 

- Linda Chivington 
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6rowt/1 In Jesus 

BEFORE THE GENTILES & THEIR KINGS 
PAUL'S TRIP TO ROME (ACTS 21-28) 

Week Eighteen 
Making Travel Plans '(Acts 27:1-12) 

Luke describes in detail the· preparations made to 
transport Paul to Ro.me. Luke himself was part of 
the traveling party, as shown by his use of "we" 
throughout the account of the journey. The 
preparations for the trip started well for Paul, 
with the centurion in charge treating him with 
favor. But conditions for the sea journey ' were 
not favorable, and it was not long before difficult 
decisions needed to be m.ade. 

Luke first tells of the p'reparations made for the 
trip (27:1-3). A centurion named Julius was 
placed in charge of · Paul and some other 
prisoners who also were being sent to Rome 
(these could have been in situations similar to 
Paul's, or they could have been getting 
transferred for other reasons), and as the account 
of the trip goes on, it becomes clear that Julius 
makes the important decisions whe,n they arise. 
The traveling party included at least two 
·acquaintances of Paul, in Luke and Aristarchus. 
The ship made a prelimi.nary one-day journey to 
Sidon, up the coast from Caesarea, and there 'the 
centurion graciously ·permitted Paul to go 
ashore, one of several indications· in Acts that the 
Romans did not feel that Paul posed any threat 
to them. 

But the trip was not an easy one, and the ship 
ran into slow going (27:4-8). Unable to catch a 
favorable wind, the ·ship made slqw progress, 
and had to alter its course somewhat, sailing 
around Cyprus to the east and north instead of 
taking the shorter route past the island through 

the open ocean. The ship then moved slowly 
along the coast of CiliGia and Pamphylia, before 
making a stop at Myra, just short of Asia. Since 

· the ship itself was heading for a series of stops in 
Asia, the centurion then transferred Paul and the 
other prisoners to a different ship, bound for 
Italy. But once again, the winds were not 
favorable, and Luke says that it took several days 
just to move a short ways down the coast to 
Cnidus. (These last few locations on their 
journey are on- the Mediterranean coast of 
present-day Turkey, moving from east to west.) 
From there, the winds again forced the ship to 
alter its course, and to move around the far side 
of Crete, past Salmone on the east and finally 
arriving at Fair Havens on the south central coast 
of Crete. 

3 

All this slow sailing meant a lot of lost time, and 
called for a difficult decision (27:9-12). It ""'.as 
dangerous to sail the Mediterranean late in the 
fall, but the ship's captain and owner both 
wanted to make up for lost time, even if it meant 
a risk. Paul, never afraid to tell the truth, seems 
to fiave been the only one who spoke up . to 
point out,the dangers that the ship·wquld face. 
But since Paul was only a prisoner, the centurion 
chose instead to listen to those who advised him 
to have the voyage continue, and they thus 
sailed on, despite the dangers. The ship is 
described as Alexandrian, and was probably not 
a military ~essel. The centurion would thus have 
no official command status, but most ship 
owners or pilots would hardly have been willing 
to overrule a Roman officer's wishes on a ship 
containing imperial prisoners. In effect, then, 
the centurion makes the final decision. . His 
decision, though,· proves to be a bad one, 
leading to a sequence of tense, suspense-filled 
events. 

- Mark W. Carner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Canned juice, tea, toothpaste, tooth brushes, 
deodorant, paper grocery bag. 

Congratulations 
Kevin Taylor was baptized last Sunday evening. 

Welcome 
We want to welcome Troy and Lisa Blair. We 
also want to welcome Nester and Madeline 
Galarza and their children, Gabriela, Andrea, 
and Eliza. 

A Mother's Secret 
Someone asked a mother whose children had 
turned out well how she had prepared them for 
usefulness and Christian living. "When I bathed 
my children," she replied, "I prayed they might 
be cleansed by the precious blood of Christ. 
When I helped them get dressed for the day, I 
prayed they might be clothed in the robe of 
God's righteousness. When I prepared a meal, I 
prayed they might be fed with the Bread of life. 
When I saw them off to school, I prayed their 
faith might grow just as strong as their bodies 
and minds. When I put theni to bed at night, I 
prayed they might be safe in the everlasting 
arms of our savior." 
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Calendar 

June 
Area-Wide Evening Worship 
At Spring Road Church Of Christ 

July 
2 SO's Plus Meeting 
4 Independence Day 
6 All Groups At Building 5:30 p.m. 

(Food Following) 
16 SO's Plus Meeting 
20 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
30 SO's Plus (Willowbrook Village) 

Wedding Invitation 
The Northland Church Family is invited to the 
wedding of Philip Starkey and Kourtni Dunkin. 
The Ceremony will begin at half past three on 
Saturday July the S1h, 2003. The Ceremony will 
be held at: 
Gahanna Community Congregational Church 

470 Havens Corner Rd. 
Gahanna, OH 43230 

There will be a reception at the church immedi
ately following the ceremony. Please RSVP by 
June 13th to Sally Dunkin at 33 7-1558 if you are 
planning to attend the reception . 

Contributions 
Last Week $4823 I Avg YTD $5353 

-From The Lord's Way Russia $187 I _Avg YTD 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Youth Min. $210 Avg YTD $227 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Ripes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacolls: Brian Arnold, Wi ll Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Mof11is 
Evt111gelists: M ike Hipes, l'om Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Pray Without Ceasing 

"Pray without ceasing" 1 Thessalonians 5: 17. 

Feeling his own weakness, his shortcomings, and his dependence 

upon God, the child of God cannot otherwise than pray earnestly 

and fervently for the help of God in all the difficult1es, tempta

tions, and trials of life. He realizes his own weakness and infirmi-

, ties, and God's power and goodness, and he cannot do otherwise 

than pray. A spirit of prayer and devotion should be so cultivated 

and maintained in the Christian's heart that will make every 

breath he draws fragrant with the odor of prayer. · 1f prayer is thus 

combined with all our works, we shall find that it wastes no time, 

though it fills all. Certainly it is not an easy practice to begin, that 

of praying without ceasing. It is so- n~tural for us not to pray that 
~- ~ . 

we perpetually forget and undertake,this or that without God. 

But surely we get reminders enough !_hat this omission of prayer 

~ is a mistake. Failure, loss temper, absence of joy, weariness, and 

~ discouragement are its fruits, while prayer brings us without fail 

S the joy and strength of God. The apostle himself knew that to 
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pray without ceasing requires an extraordinary effort; and in the 

only p~ssages in which he urges it, he combines it with the duties 

of watchfulness and persistence. (Eph. 6: 15; Col. 4:2; Rom. 

12:12). We must be on our guard that the occasion for prayer 

does not escape us, and we must take care not to be wearied 

with this incessant reference of everything to God. 

David Lipscomb & J.W. Shepherd, 

in "Commentary On The First Epistle To The Thessalonians" 



SerJ1ing 6od 
TAKE YOUR STAND 

God calls us to declare publicly which side we a~e on. Beginning with our first parents, the alternatives are 
clearly spelled out: obedience or disobedience; life or death; loyalty or disloyalty. Take your choice. But you 
must choose. 

The challenge from the Word of God: _ 

Cod to Adam and Eve (Gen. 2:16-17): "And the Lord God commanded man, saying, of every-tree 
of the garden, thou mayest freely eat: but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt 
not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." 
Moses to the people of Israel (Josh . 24:15): "Choose you thi$ day whom ye will serve; whether the 
gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 
Elijah at Mt. Carmel (1 Kings 18:21 ): "How long halt ye between two opinions? If the Lord be 
God, follow Him: but if Baal, then follow him." 
Jesus, Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5:24): "No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate 
the one, and love the other, or else he will hold to one and despise the other. Ye cannot serve Cod 
and mammon." 
Jesus, to a would-be follower (Luke 9:52). "No man having put his hand to the plough, and 
looking back, is fit for the· kingdom of God." 
The Holy Spirit to the churches (Rev. 3:16): "So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold 
nor hot, I will spew thee out of my mouth." ' 

From Genesis to Revelation the challenge is the same: choose your side! Be committed! Declare yourself! 
Take a stand! 

Despite all the incentive-s to straddle, limp, vacillate, and hesitate, there are compelling reasons for taking a 
stand. I'd like to emphasize three: 

Integrity compels us to declare ourselves. Jesus was right. No one can be loyal to two masters at 
the same time. . 
Obedience compels us to declare ourselves. As Christians, we pledge ourselves to stand with 
Christ all the rest of our days. To do this we must contend for the faith that once and for all has 
been delivered to the saints. 
Love compel~ us to declare ourselves. "For the love of Christ controls us" (2 Cor. 5:14, RSV). We 
must give .ourselves wholly to a defense of the gospel. 

Although one can give without loving, one cannot love without giving. God loved us so much that He gave. 
When we truly love Him in return, we also give: of our lives, our commitment, our ambitions, our money, our 
time, our talents, our all. 

When we do that, we will know, and God will know, and the world ,will know whose side we are really on. 

Tom Kelton, in "Pulpit Helps" 
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6rowth In Jesus 
BEFORE THE GENTILES & THEIR KINGS 

PAUL'S TRIP TO ROME (ACTS 21-28) 

Week Nineteen 
The Storm (Acts 27:13-26) 

The decision to sail on was soon proved to be 
a bad one, - as the ship encountered a 
dan-gerous storm, and found itself in increasing 
danger;· The outlook quickly worsened to the 
point where the crew and passengers became 
certain that they are doomed. Paul, who had 
advised against the decision in the' first place; 
now makes every effort to encourage the 
others with his own confidence and faith in 
God. The situation provides a memorable 
illustration of the ways that the worldly and 
the faithful respond differently to da-nger. 

Luke describes the situation ·as one of 
imminent danger (27:13-20). · At first, 
everything seemed fine to everyone except the 
perceptive · Paul. Upon deciding to sail from 
Fair Havens in ,Crete, a gentle wind began to 
blow in the right direction, ·and it suddenly 
seemed to the centurion and the captain as if 
their decision must have been the right one. 
Luke says that "they thought they had obtained 
what they wanted'', a perspective which is 
always easy to fall into. But soon they are 
disillusioried, as a "northeaster" or violent 
storm amse, putting everyone in grave danger. 
The hurricane-force winds made it impossible 
to control the ship, and all the crew could do 
was to take desperate -measures to avoid 
immediate disaster. They had to jettison a 
great deal of the ship's cargo and equipment 
just to remain afloat, and after several days of 
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this ordeal they began to give up any hope. 

It was at this point that Paul took it upon 
himself to offer encouragement (27:21-26), 
and from this point on he plays a major role in 
events. He says honestly, but not spitefully, 
that this desperate situation was the result of a 
bad decision, reminding them of his good 
advice not out of malice but as an exhortation 
for them to listen to him now. He assures 
them that no one will die, openly telling them 
of the assurance God had given him. Paul 
knows that it-is God's plan for him to appear 
in Rome, · and God had now told him that 
everyone traveling with him would also be 
rescued from the storm. 

There may well be situations in our own lives 
that parallel, in less dramatic ways, the 
situation that Paul is faced with here. Through 
no fault of his own, he finds himself in a 
desperate predic;ament. Yet he is the one who 
is offering both encouragement and assistance 
to the very ones whose pad judgment have 
imperiled everyone. Paul is once again an 
excellent example for us to follow. Christians 
should resist the temptation to descend to ' 
fleshly disputing, rivalries, and recriminations. 
No matter how frightened we might be by 
what is" happening around us, we ought 
always to strive to be the ones who offer hope 
and peace~ We can do this if, like Paul, we 
remember that God's power is greater than 
any power or force that we can see in the 
world. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Canned juice, tea, toothpaste, tooth brushes, 
deodorant, paper grocery bag, saltine crackers, 
small instant coffee. 

Congratulations 
Agabus and Priscilla Poku had a baby girl. 
Betty was born June 18 and weighed 6 lbs. 

· Marriage Retreat 
For those planning to go to the Married's. Re
treat and will be staying in cabins, 1/2 of the 
cabin fee will be due tonight or Sunday. The 
fee is $75. The final $75 will be collected 
later. Camper's fee is $34 and you do not have 
to give 1/2 at this time. If you are planning on 
going but cannot pay the $75 deposit, please 
go ahead and sign up anyway so that we can 
get an accurate count of those planning to at
tend. The dates again for the Married Retreat 
are September 26~28. 

Prayers Needed 
Will and Linda Bickley have requested prayers 
on their behalf regarding their recent move to 
Arizona, that has not gone well. Their house in 
Columbus has not sold. The night they arrived 
in Arizona their van was stolen and immedi
ately they learned that Linda had become a vic
tim of identity theft. They have hired a detec
tive who has found one person who was as
suming Linda's identity, but she is only one of a 
ri,ng. Only God can make order out of this 
chaos so keep them in your prayers. 

Calendar 

June 
29 Area-Wide Evening Worship 

At Spring Road Church Of Christ 

July 
1 Summer Youth Series@ Southgate CoC 
2 50's Plus Meeting 
4 Independence Day 
6 All Groups At Building 5:30 p.m. 

(Food Following) 
8 Summer Youth Series@ Columbus 

Clippers Game 
15 Summer Youth Series@ Marysville 
16 50's Plus Meeting 
22 Summer Youth Series@ Northland 
20 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
29 'sum.mer Youth Series@ Graham Road 
30 50's Plus (Willowbrook Village) 

~ Thank You 
Thank you for your prayers for Esther Daniels, 
Waneta Estep's mother. S!1e was in Riverside 
Hospital last week with a stroke. Her recovery 
was remarkable. She was at worship on Sun
day. She is living with us temporarily as she , 
continues to recover. Roy Estep 

Contributions 
Last Week $7533 I Avg YTD $5440 

Russia $182 I Avg YTD $234 

Youth Min. $200 I Avg YTD $226 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Ripes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

hOrthlandch.urchofchrislcom 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A Vale Of Soul-Making 

The lady I visited in the hospital obviously looked upon her pain 

and suffering in this way. She began by first telling me how 

much she had learned about the grace of God since she had been 

confined to her hospital bed. And from this beginning point she 

went on to speak of the growth of compassion in her soul. "I al- . 

ways felt something for those people I saw in the grocery store 

pulling a little red wagon which contained an oxygen bottle, but 

it was nothing compared to the compassion I feel now." "I have 

o admit," she confessed, "I've been praying that God wouldn't 

teach me anymore about compassion right now because I don~t 

think I could stand it." 

Or consider the retired naval man caring for his wife'in a wheel

. chair, and lovingly brushing her hair to soothe her. He said that 

he had always been a man's man until illness had struck his wife, 

~ and he had discovered a sympathy and ability to care that he did ' 
... 
Q) 

I 
not know he had. 

God's ways of dealing with us are far beyond my ability to under-

~.. stand, but inspired men have revealed blessings to be obtained. 

E The apostle Paul, for example, is certain of it. "We rejoice in our 

.:! sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and en-
§ durance produces character, and character produces hope, and 

hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been 

~ poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been 

~ given to us" (Rom. 5:3-5). 

o,"' 
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~ 

John Gipson, from The Keynoter 



Ser11ing 6od 
THINGS ABOVE 

Set your mind on the things a~ove, not on the things that are on earth. Colossians 3:2 

Over the past couple of days I have been pondering over this verse. I have taken inventory of my 
thoughts over the past several days and I can tell you that I am not excited about the conclusions 
that I arrived at. 

First, I spend much, too much time worrying over things that are simply not that important. A 
story is told that during an earthquake, the iri habitants of a small vjllage were very much 
alarmed. They were therefore greatly surprised at the calmness of an elderly woman throughout 
the entire ordeal. When -things had ~ettled down, one of the villagers asked her, "weren't you 
afraid during that earthquake?" "N_o," she replied, "I wasn't. You see, I just rejoiced to know that 
I have a God who· is big enough and powerful enough to shake the world." Our God is big 
enough and powerful enough to meet all our needs and to give us peace and victory and 
confidence when our world is shaken. 

Second, I don't spend near enough time thinking about our Father, spending time with Him or 
even focusing on how I can be more like Him. On a wall near the main entrance to the Alamo in 
San Antonio, Texas, is a portrait with the following inscription: "James Butler Bonham - no 
pictures of him exists. This portrait is of his nephew, Major James Bonham, deceased, who 
greatly resembled his unck. It is placed here by the family that people may know the 
appearance of the man who died for freedom." No literal portrait of Jesus exists either. But the 
likeness of the Son who makes us free can be seen in the lives of his true followers. 

Third, how can I allow God to change me and mold me .into His image when my thought and 
desires are on the things of this earth more than the things above? On your way from Switzerland 
to Italy, no sooner do you pass the brow of the St. Gothard pass than you are on the sunny side of 
the Alps. The snow lying there is nothing in comparison to the vast accumulation upon the Swiss 
side of the summit. There is a very manifest difference between the southern side and the bleak 
northern aspect. He who climbs above the cares of the world and turns his face to his God has 
found the sunny side of life. The world's side of the hill is chilly and freezing to a spiritual mind, 
but the Lord's presence gives a warmth of joy which turns winter.into summer. 

I MUST redirect my thoughts. I can only d'o this with the power of the Holy Spirit. How about 
you? Where is the focus of your mind? 

Lt. Col. Phillip Johnson, Verse A Week Club 
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Growth In Jesus 

BEFORE THE GENT.ILES & THEJR KINGS 
PAUL'S TRIP TO ROME (ACTS 21-28) 

Week Twenty 
The Shipwreck (Acts 27:27-44) 

After two weeks of constant danger 'and 
anxiety, the ship finally reaches land and runs 
aground. Paul himself is everywhere in the 
climactic stages of the shipwreck: giving 
advice, offering encouragement, and serving 
to prevent _the arbitrary execution of the 
prisoners the ship was carrying. His earlier 
predicti.on of safety proves true when 
everyone finally reaches shore safely. 

After two weeks of being blown across the 
ucean by the storm, th.e ship began to near 
land (27:27-38). The sailors discovered this 
when their soundings showed the depth 
dropping quickly, indicating that they were 
nearing an unseen island. The first reaction of 
the sailors is not relief, but fear, since they 
worry that the ship may be crushed against a 
rocky s~oreline. When the crew thus plan a 
cowardly escape in the lifeboat, Paul himself 
foils the. plan by alerting the Roman soldiers, 
who jettison the lifeboat to ensure that the 
crew will land the ship for them. As they near 
the inevitable collision with the island, 'Paul 
continues to offer advice and encouragement. 
Again he reassures everyone that their lives 
are safe, and he also counsels them to eat 
while they have the chance. Because Paul, 
unlike the others, has complete faith iii God, 
he is much better able than the rest to keep a 
clear head in a crisis. 

Soon afterwards, the ship runs aground (27:39-
44). Once daylight comes, they can sight 
land, though no one is able to recognize their 
location. Knowing that the landing will be 
rough, the crew takes proper precautions, but 
one more crisis remains. When the ship hits a 
sandbar some distance from the island itself, 
the soldiers realize that they may not be able 
to control the prisoners, and from their 
perspective it would be better to have them 
dead than to have them escape. The 
centurion himself intervenes, only because of 
his personal regard for . Paul, who must have 
struck him as a most unusual prisoner. Thus 
everyone is able to scramble to shore safely. 
The account of the voyage is exci_ting, and in 
Paul it also presents us with quite an example 
of faith during a crisis. 

For a prisqner, someone who is supposed to 
keep quiet and just do as he is ordered, Paul is 
remarkable in the influence he has on· these 
events. In every new development, he sizes 
up the situation, its risks, and its opportunities, 

· better than even those whose job it wa~ to do 
such things. This is nof because Paul was 
more experienced in storms and shipwrecks, 
nor even because he was smarter than the 
others. It was because Paul kept his focus on 
God. ~ot only did he listen to God and allow 
God to guide 'him and speak to him, but Paul 
also did not give way to fear or selfishness. 
Rather, he kept his confidence because he 
knew that God was in control, and he 
continually looked to God as the source of his 
wisdom, courage, and strength. 

- Mark W. Carner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Canned juice, tea, toothpaste, tooth brushes, 
deodorant, paper grocery bag, saltine crackers, 
small instant coffee, plastic grocery bags. 

· Guest Speaker 
This Sunday evening, at 5:30, Paul Renolds, 
Chaplain from Willow Brook Christian Commu
nities will be speaking at Northland introducing 
mission work in Ghana. He will have a display 
of items he brought back on his last trip. We 
encourage all members to be here this evening 
at 5:30 p.m. 

Hospitalized 
Jean Lasser is in St. Anns Hospital, room 352. 
Bill Burns is nciw at Villa Angela Nursing Home 
in room 503A. 

Eye Glasses Needed 
My sister Connie Taber will go to South Amer
ica again this year with the Lyons Club to dis
tribute eye glasses. They are about 3,000 pairs 
of glasses below their goal. If you have unused 
eye glasses that you could give, please bring 
them _Sunday. 

Nancy Rynearson 

' 
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Calendar 

July 
All Groups At Building 5:30 p.m. 
(Food Following) 
Summer Youth Series@ Columbus 
Clippers Game 
Summer Youth Series@ Marysville 
50's Plus Meeting 
Summer Youth Series@ Northland 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Willow Brook Golf Outing 
Summer. Youth Series@ Graham Road 
50's Plus (Willowbrook Village) 

Think About This .. . 
Some families can trace their ancestry back 300 
years, but they caii't tell you where their chil
dren were last night. 
Sin causes the cup of joy to spring a leak! 
Don't change the Bible; let the Bible change . 
you. 
The Christian is not ruined by living in the 
world, but by the vyorld living in Him. 
Our hope lies not in the man we put on the 
moon, but the Man we put on the cross. 

Contributions 
Last Week $5504 I Avg YTD $5442 

Russia $162 IAvgYTD ' $231 

Youth Min. $180 AvgYTD $224 

Setvices 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday ,Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Ripes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurc:hofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Tied Down 
•They tie you down," a woman said, 

Whose cheeks should have been flaming red 
With shame to speak of children so. 
•when babies come you cannot go 

In search of pleasure with your friends, 
And all your happy wandering ends. 
The things you like you cannot do, 

For babies make a slave of you." 

I looked at her and said: •'Tis true 
That children make a slave of you, 

And tie you down with many a knot, 
But have you never thought to what 

It is of happiness and pride 
That little babies have you tied? 
Do you not miss the greater joys 

That come with little girls and boys? 

•They tie you down to laughter rare, 
' To hours of smiles and hours of care, 

To nights of watching.and to fears; 
Sometimes they tie you down to tears 

And then repay you with a smile, 
And make your trouble all worth while. 

They tie you fast to chubby feet 
And cheeks of pink and kisses sweet. 

•They fasten you with cords of love 
To God divine, who reigns above. 

They tie you, whereso'er you roam, 
Unto the little place called home; 

And over sea or rai I road track 
They tug at you to bring you back. 
The happiest people in the town 

Are those the babies have tied down. 

•oh, go your selfish way and free 
But hampered I would rather be, 
Yes rather than a kingly crown 

I would be, what you term, tied down; 
Tied down to dancing eyes and charms, 

Held fast by chubby, dimpled arms, 
The fettered slave of girl and boy, 

And win from them earth's finest joy." 

Edgar A. Guest 



Se1·14ng God 

DISPOSING OF LIVE GRENADES 
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Melvin McDonald served in the Canadian navy during World War IL There are certain mementos he 
vklu~s from lf1~t season of his life. It turns out that one of them created quite a ruckus last week at police 
headquarters ~n Winnipeg. 

Last Monday the 79-year-old McDonald' and his wife showed up at the front desk. His opening line to the 
police officer who offered to assist him. was, "I got a grenade." He wasn't making a threat, mind you - just 
stating a fact. With that he took a hand grenade out of a brown paper bag and gave it to the officer. 

The shocked constable kept his head. He did,· however, call the bomb squad immediately. Then things 
really started to happen. Most of the main floor of the Public Safety Building was evacuated, the fire 
department was put on alert, and the bomb squad showed up with all its sophisticated paraphernalia. 

The grenade ·was still primed with explosive, and its fuse was intact. "I've had it in the house all these 
years," the veteran said. "I used to have it on a stand." His nephew had suggested it ought to be turned over 
to the police . ., · 

An embarrassed McDonald apologized for all the commotion he caused. It was only a keepsake from a 
training exercise in Scotland in the early 1940s. 

It makes me think of the stuff some of us have .kept around far too long - things that still could do a lot of 
· harm. We, pear. gr_udges from old offens~s. _The resentment lingers from months, years, or decades ago. 
There is bad blood between departments in your company, families in the neighborhood, or people who 
are members bf your church. Maybe your heart is seething with anger. . . 

If something isn't done to deactivate those feelings, there could be a major explosion. There will be 
casualties. A business could be ruined. A marriage might be destroyed. A church could die. Innocent souls 
wi 11 s1,1ffer for so111eone's folly. 

r ' 

The Apostle Paul wrote: "Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every 
form of ma.lice" (Ephesians 4:31 ). It doesn't take a rocket scientist to figure out why he gave that counsel. 
Explosions maim and kill! 

Winnipeg police· discouraged· anyone else with such items from trying to deliver such devices to the 
authorities. "Please call police," said a spokesman, "and we will arrange for a pickup. Don't drop it off on 
our front counter." 

Y.ou may need to call on God.to handle some bad - and potentially deadly
feeli.Qgs tormenting y~u. He can supply the bairn of compassion and pardon. 

- Rubel Shelly and the Woodmont Hills Church 
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Growth In Jesus 

BEFORE THE GENTILES & THEIR KINGS 
PAUL.'S TRfP TO ROME (ACTS 21-28) 

error, because there are no vipers or any other 
kind of poisonous snakes on Malta today, But 
it is of course possible that there were species 
living there 1900 + years ago that no longer 
inhabit the island. And it is also possible that 
Luke was simply recording a misconception of 

--.......,...--Week-J-we'ney-0n some-super-sti Ho1:1-s-i.s l anci~rs.,--and-tbat-.th 

Winter on Malta (Acts 28:1-10) snake. was not actually poisonous, but only 

After the shipwreck, Paul and the others find 
themselves on the island of Malta, where they 
must spend the winter months. The stay on 
this _ island proves interesting in several 
respects, and as always, Paul has no trouble 
finding ways to demonstrate the power and 
grace of God. Although Malta was just one 
very unexpected stop on the way to his real 
destin~tion, Paul gives everything he has to 
the islanders while he is with them. 

The residents of Malta give a warm welcome 
to their unexpected guests (28:1-6). This small 
island was known to sailors, but at the time it 
was only occasionally visited. The islanders 
probably had gained only a minimal 
acquaintance with Greek or Roman society, 
but they show themselves to be hospitable and 
caring hosts. There is just one curious 
incident, which occurs as they are settling in 
around a fire that the islanders had built to 
warm their guests. A snake,, caught up in the 
materials used to build the fire, is driven out of 
the fire by the heat and bites Paul on the hand. 
The native residents then conclude that it is an 
act of justice for a man they suppose to be a 
notorious criminal. Their attitude soon 
changes wben_ time_ passes without any ill 
effect from the snake's bite. 

Luke describes the snake as a "viper", and 
skeptics have often claimed that this is an 
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thought to be. Since the islanders anticipated 
some kind of swelling or other reaction, it is 
most likely that in their time there was some 
kind of native snake whose bite at least caused 
such obvious ill effects. In either event, there 
is no error in the Bible, but only an illustration 
of (iod's. divine care and guidance of his 
faithf u I servant. 

From this time on, Paul missed no opportunity 
for sharing God's grace (28:7-10). He 
performed many healings during his time on 
the island, beginning with the father of the 
island's chief official. ft is a bit surprising that 
there is no mention of any conversions taking 
place_, which makes this a rare ·exception 
amongst the many places Paul visited in Acts. 
But, while it is not explicitly mentioned ·either, 
we can be pretty certain that Paul made use of 
the opportunity to proclaim the gospel to a 
new audience. When the time comes for the 
group to move on, they leave behind a 
thankful populace, and the islanders spare no . 
effort in helping. to supply them for the rest of 
their trip. 

- Mark W. Carner 



Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Canned juice, tea, toothpaste, tooth brushes, 
deodorant, paper-grocery bag, saltine crackers, 
small instant coffee, plastic grocery bags. 

Hospitalized 
Jean Lasser has been moved from St. Ann's to 
Willow Brook for rehabilitation. 

Thank You 
We would like to thank God for blessing us 
and answering our prayers. And to all our _ 
brothers and sisters for their prayers and help 
with our move. Help us to continue to seek 

. Jesus first and to know how much we are loved 
by our Northland family. · ·· · · 

· Our new phone number is 937-98~-9292. 
Larry & Karen Bush 

.. · Thank"You · 
Thank you for the prayers, cards and visit~ · last 
week. I'm doing much better and should be 
back to good health in a week or so. 

' Doug Cvelbar 

The address to send sympathy cards or memo
rial fund contributions to Kevin Reddick's 
cousin at the loss of her husband is: Man.dy 

' Tillery, do Loretta Cox, 508 W. Poplar, Para
gould, AR 72450 
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26 
29 
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Ca lend at' 

Ju1y 
Summer Youth Series @Marysville 
50's Plus Meeting 
Summer Youth Series@ Northland 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Willow Brook Golf Outing 
Summer Youth Series@ Graham Road 
50's Plus (Willowbrook Village) 

New Address 
Emily Gale 

121 Nottingham Rd. 
Stapleford 

Nottinghamshire 
Ng9 Bat 
England 

1 . 

The above address must be done exactly in or-
der to reach Emily. P.S. her birthday is 7-28. 

Bill Burns.address at Villa Angela is: 
5700 Karl Rd. Columbus, 43229 

Jack, Barbara, and Bethany Evans: 
6586 Albany Woods Blvd, New Albany 43054 
Phone 855-:0811. 

,. 

Contributions 
Last Week $5534 I Avg YTD $5446 

Russia $131 I Avg YTD $227 

Youth Min. $306 · I Avg YTD $227 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Linds.ay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Nail 

As the story goes, a congregation built a new church building, 
and people came from far and wide to see it. They admired its · 
beauty! Up on the roof, a little nail heard the people praising 
everything about the lovely structure - except the nail! No one 
even knew he was there, and he became angry and jealous. 

"If I am that insignificant, nobody will miss me if I quit!" So the 
nail then released its hold, slid down the roof, and fell in the 
mud. 

at night it rained and rained. Soon, the shingle that had ~o 
nail blew away, and the roof began to leak. The water streaked 
the walls and the beautiful murals. The plaster began to fall, the 
carpet was stained, and the pulpit Bible was ruined by water. All 
this because a little nail decided to quit! 

But what of the nail? While holdiRg the shingle, it was obscure 
but it was also useful. Buried in the mud it was just as obscure, . 
but now it was useless and would soori be eaten up by rust! 

; The moral of the story - every member is ·important to the 
~ church! Like the nail, you may feel obscure at times, but just like 
:::s the nail, your absence is felt. · When you are not present for wor

::z: ship, in some way the body of Christ hurts. We are all a part of 
~ the Lord's ministry. 
Q) 

~ 
~ 

s 
Q 

"" CV)"' ..... 
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Author unknown, from Pulpit Helps 

"Just as each of us has one body with many 
members, and these members do not all have 

the same function, so in Christ we who are 
many form one body, and each member 

belongs to all the others." 
Romans 12:4-5 



Se1·14ng 6od 

OUR PLANS VS. HIS PLANS 

Th_e most wonderful thing about Christianity is that it is not a relrgion but a relationship - a r~lationship with__ God 
the Father through His Son, Jesus Christ. He live~ in us to do through us what we could never do for Him. He 
has the plan and all we have to do is to learn to cooperate With Him by saying "yes" to Him and to His Word. 

Years ago,_ I was fishing on Lake Jackson in Tallahassee, Florida. My partner and I were pretty good bass 
fishermen and we were going to do it our way. We plugged, and we wormed, and we threw, until our arms 
were tired. Yes, we caught a few fish, but not like we expected. Finally we gave in and got a guide. He told us 
that if we were go~ng to catch the big ones then we would have to do it, his way. He handed each of us a cane 
pole with a hook and line tied to it. He took us where he wanted to, and there we used our cane poles and bait 
to catch "shiners." Made no sense to us, but we followed orders. Then our guide moved us to another place. 
We put the shiner_s on our hooks; using our bass rods, and cast tl'lem out to sink in the water. We had huge 
fl~ats on and it all just seemed to be ridiculous. Suddenly my float went under and stayed under. The guide said 
".Count to about 25 before you set the hook." Sbunded like strange advice to me. But when I finally jerked the 
line tight, wow! I caught about an eight-pound bass. To make a long story short, we caught seven fish that day 

·and the smallest was seven pounds. 

Now I like, this idea of a "gu,ide." He knows what I don't know! It is so important to have a Guide in life! One 
who ·knows.the path. · One who will keep us from getting lost. 
In Romans 11 :33-36, Paul says that God's ways are unfathomable! God doesn't have well-beaten paths! We 
must get in touch with Him, and then He will show us the way. In the 161h chapter of Acts, Paul is about to learn 
this lesson. In the first .part of the chapter, . Paul and Silas are traveling through southern Galatia. This is Paul's 
second visit tO this region of Galatia. What I want you to see is that the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ, .our 
Eternal Guide, was completely in charge of their journey: "They passed through the Phrygian and Galatian 
region, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia" (16:6). The door slammed in their 
face over and over as they sought to follow their own plans. The Divine Guide was orchestrating their every 
move. On Paul's first journey, he had bee~ allO\yed to preach in all these areas but now he was being 
forbidden. What was going on? 

That brings up our first lesson we must learn if we are going to allow God to be our Eternal Guide in life: We 
must realize that God's ways are not our ways! "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My 
ways,' declares the Lord" (ls.55:8) .. In Acts 16:7, we see Paul discoverin·g this truth: "and after they came to 
Mysia,_ they were trying to go· into Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesus did not permit them." "Trying" is in the 
imp~rfect tense, thus referring to {;ontinuous action in the past. Paul kept trying and trying to force his way. He 
got a committee and said, "Bless God, we are going into Bithynia.~ God said "No you aren't." "The mind of 
man plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps" "(Prov. 16:9). What Paul was seeking to do was not bad, but 
God had a better ideal Have you learned to allow God to change your plans? Have you learned to look at life's 
pisapprnntments as God's divine guideposts? In our next article, we will follow the story and see what we can 
learn from Paul on allowing God to be our Guide and direct our paths in life. 
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Wayne Barber (Albuquerque, New Mexico) 
In Pulpit Helps 

Growth /11 Jesus 

BEFORE THE GENTILES & THEIR Kl_NGS 
PAUL'S TRIP TO ROME (ACTS 21-28) 

Week Twenty-Two 
Journey's End (Acts 28:11~16) 

Since they were now not far from Rome, the 
last stages of the jou.rney go quickly. ' Luke 
describes the final itinerary in some detail. No 
doubt this is partly in the interests of accuracy 
and realism, but it also helps to create a 
certain sense of anticipation as Paul slowly 
nears his destination. Step by step they near 
the famous city, until finally Paul has arrived 
at his destination. His arrival climaxes not 
only the extended narrative ·of the previous 
several chapters, but also provides the closing 
chapter of the book of Acts 

At last, after a few more stops, comes the long 
awaited arrival in Rome (28: 11-16). When 
winter was over and the ~enturion could find a 
suitable ship, the party went back to sea. The 
storm in the previous autumn had actually 
driven them much closer to their destination, 
·and so only a few more stages are needed 
before they reach Rome. They first sail to 
Syracuse on the island of Sic(ly, and then to 
Rhegium, a port on the tip of Italy's 'boot', and 
finally stop in Puteoli, just over 100 miles 
from Rome. (This port, today called Pozzuoli, 
is no longer of any importance, b1,1t at this time 
it was an important trading center. It was later 
overshadowed by the newer port of Ostia, 
which took away much of the trade from 
Puteoli because Ostia was much closer to 
Rome.) At Puteoli, Paul enjoys hospitality 
from the Christians of the town, _another -

indication of the special treatm,ent he has 
received from the centurion . 

With the sea part of the ti'i~ novv e_nded, the 
rest of the journey took place overland. As 
Paul was spending a week in the port after 
arrival, word reached the Christians in Rome 
about his arrival in Italy, and as a result two 
different groups of Christians came out to meet 
Paul and to join him on the r_est of his t_rip. 
The two meeting places mentioned by Luke 
(Three Taverns and the Forum of Appius) were 
both more than 30 miles outside of the city of 
Rome, indicating that the Christians were 
willing to travel a noticeable distance to meet 
him. The church in Rome, to which Paul had 
written earlier when he planned to come bf 
his own accord, had arisen without any 
planned mission, as a natural consequence of 
the many persons whose ' trade or business 
carried them to and from Rome. As far back 
as Acts 2, residents of Rome are listed among 
those present at Pentecost, and these persons 
may well have been the first to take the gospel 
to the city of Rome. For the Roman Christi.ans, 
Paul's visit is a rare blessing, and they are 
excited regardless of the circumstances that 
have made it possible. 

These simple details of the last stretch of 
· Paul's journey to Rome are recounted partially 

in order to help us feel as if we had been a 
part of Paul's. trip, and also In order to show us 
the many ways in which the early Christians 
went out of their way to serve and encourage 
one another. Paul was not the only one who 
appreciated the special identity and purpose 
that come with being a believer in the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Canned juice, tea, toothpaste, tooth brushes, 
deodorant, paper grocery bag, saltine crackers, 
small instant coffee, plastic grocery bags. 

Summer Youth Series 
Northland will host the Summer Youth Series 
next Tuesday, July 22. Once again we will host 
a free carnival for the neighborhood children. 
Northland families and your friends are invited 
to join us for games, prizes and fun. Please 
support our teens as they run this activity. An
other opportunity to support the youth series is 
to help provide snacks. We will serve water
melon and cookies to the area teens after the 
carnival. Please sign up in the lobby after ser
vices. We will need cookies, watermelon and 
cakes for the cakewalk. 

Child Care Needed 
Barb Lindsay is in need of someone to watch 
her children on Monday, Wednesday and Fri
day while she has dialysis. Please see her or 
call 263-8710 if you can. help: 

Congratulations 
Kevin and Theresa Taylor have baby girl. 

Gabriella was born July 7th. 

Frank and Betty Chappell have a 2nd grand
child. Ashley Morgan Chappell was born July 
10th. The parents are David and Lori Chappell. 

26 
29 
30 

3 
3 
5 

6 
16 

17 
20 
29-31 

Calendar 

July 
Willow Brook Golf Outing 
Summer Youth Series@ Graham Road 
50's Plus (Willowbrook Village) 

August 
Deacons Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
All Groups Meet At Building 
Summer Youth Series At Graham Road 
Church Of Christ 
50's Plus Meeting 
Picnic At Blendon Woods 
5 p.ll).-10 p.m. Sycamore Shelter 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Summit 2003 

Contributions 
Last Week $5985 !Avg YTD . $5465 

Russia $1~2 Avg YTD $226 

Youth Min. $211 Avg YTD $227 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening · 
Wednesday Evening 

9:3'0 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Kevin Chivington, 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, John Lindsay, 
Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt, Troy Blair 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Socks Made The Difference 

A group of men were carrying on a friendly conversation. One of 

them remarked that he had learned to be especially careful about 

small things. "Would you believe," he said, "that a little thing 

like a pair of socks changed the entire course of my life?" 

He went on to explain: "Once I planr:ied to take a trip with some 

of my friends on a canal boat, but two days before we intended 

to leave, I injured my foot while chopping wood. It was only a 

mall cut, but the blue dye in the homemade socks I wore poi

soned the wound, and I had to stay at home. While my friends 

were on their journey, a powerful preacher came to our town to 

hold revival meetings. Since I didn't have anything else to do, I 

decided to attend. The message touched me deeply, and as a re

sult, I surrendered my heart to the Lord. Afterward I saw that I 

needed to change my life in manyways. New desires and pur

poses' took hold of me. I determined also to seek an educ~tion, 

for I trusted that this would enabl.e me to live more usefuHy for 

my L?rd~" 

The man who made these comments was James A. Garfield, 

twentieth president of the United States! 

"Thought for the Day" 

"Who has understood the mind 
of the Lord, or instructed him 

as his counselor? 
Isaiah 40:13 



Ser11ing 6od 

CONSOLTATION PRIZE? 

How many variations on this theme have you heard: "Poor John (or Nancy or Dad or Grandma, 
etc.). His life was cut short. He died too soon. But, of course, he's gone to a better place." 

Is that what heaven is - a consolatio.n prize? Is heaven simply a place to retire to, after we've 
sucked all the good out of this life? Or is it something so wonderful that it's beyond description? 

Paul, who was so. imbued with the Holy Spirit that God used him to pen most of the New 
Testament, knew something of heaven. He actually was accorded a this-life visit ·_ "whether in 
the Spirit or bodily, I know not"--: and reported later that never could hu,man words describe it. 

And what was his reaction? He was torn between his desire to go and his desire to stay. But his 
desire to stay wasn't because life was so great and offered so much here below. For himself, he 
yearned for paradise (2. Cor. 5:8 eudokeo, to be well-pleased); but for the sake of those who 
needed his teaching and discipling, he felt he should linger on earth. 

There is an inborn fear of death ,in most all of us. But we need to recognize and acknowledge 
that it arises from our old natures, not our new natures - and because it is an old-nature impulse, 
it is to be resisted and defeated by faith - certainly not accepted as right and proper for children 
of God. For us, death has lost its "sting," Paul reminds us, for "the sting of death is sin" (1 Cor. 
15:56). If we are right with God, then, our sins are bbtted out. The stinger has been removed. 
What is there to' fear? 

And "poor John (and Nancy)": were their lives really cut short? Shame on us for harboring such 
thoughts! If our God.is truly the sovereign God we claim - and never doubt it - then no one dies 
"prematurely." Whether we linger for a century, or pass on in the prime of life - or even in our 
mother's womb - God knew all about us long, long ago, ·and planned our lives to suit His will. 
We can trust Him completely. 

The great issue - the entire issue - is whether we are willing to cast ourselves truly into our 
Father's_ hands: ready to go br ready to stay, moment by moment, according as He wills·. 

Heaven a consolation prize?. That's dumb thinking. At least, it's certainly not Christian thinking. 
There are a great many things I don't know about heaven; but the one thing I do know is all I 
really want: it is where my Savior awaits me. And some days I can hardly wait to see Him ... to 
bask in His presence for evermore. Now that's heaven! 

Ted KyJe, in "Pulpit Helps" 
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Growth In Jesus 

BEFORE THE GENTILES & THEIR KINGS 
PAUL'S TRIP TO ROME (ACTS 21-28) 

Week Twenty-Three 
Paul's Ministry in Rome (Acts 28:17-29) 

At last Paul is in Rome, and although he is a 
, prisoner, he finds ample opportunity for 

teaching about Jesus and the gospel. Luke 
records i'n some detail his discussions with 
the leaders of the Jewish community in 
Rome, and then concludes with a general 
description· of Paul's further ministry in the 
city as he awaited the final verdict in his 
case. 

The last part of Luke's narrative describes 
two meetings between Paul and the Jewish 
leaders. In the first one (28:17-22), Paul 
begins by stating his personal position and 
situation, wondering first of al I whether he is 
going to encounter the same kind of 
fanatical resistance from the Jews of Rome 
that he had encountered in Jerusalem. As 
always, Paul stresses that, whatever different 
perspectives he may have with them; he is 
motivated by the same hope and the same 
God. The Roman Jews are quite willing to 
listen to him, and have no preconceived 
position against Paul, nor do they have any 
instructions or plans to accuse or attack the 
apostle. They .do tell him openly that there 
has been a great deal of falk against the 
church, which they refer to as a 'sect'. But 
even in saying this, they .demonstrate 
curiosity, rather than hostility. 

In Paul's second meeting with the Jewish 
leaders (28:23-29), they give a full hearing 
to his presentation of the gospel of Jesus. 
After listening to him 'for several hours, they 
are divided amongst themselves as to the 
value and truth of what they have heard. 
Some of them· come away fully convinced 
that Jesus was indeed the fulfillment of 
God's promises to them, but others among 
them wou.ld not accept this. Paul· sees this 
and quotes from Isaiah 6:9-10, where God 
discusses the hardness amongst many of his 
people, and Paul indicates that in view of 
this he will henceforth· concentrate his 
ministry in Rome on the Gentiles. While it 
is regrettable that so many of God's own 
chosen people did not respond, at the same 
time we are once agair;i rer)iinded that the 
message of Jesus is a universal one that will 
be proclaimed to all. 

Acts does not provide us with further details 
of Paul's ministry in Rome, only a brief 
statement that he continued to preach 
unhindered. What it does do is leave us 
with a picture of Paul doing what God 
wanted him to do. Paul arrived in Rome 
just as he had wished, but in a manner very 
different from what he had expected. Even 
Paul had to allow all of his plans to be 
subject to God's own will, and even Paul 
constantly had to wait to see where God 
would lead him next. We could not ask for 
a better example than Paul to demonstrate 
the ways that faithfulness and devotion 
·allow God to work. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Canned juite1 tea, toothpaste, tooth brushes, 
deodoranti saltine crackers, small instant 
coffee, cqnned corn. 

Thank You 
Thank you to all who contributed to the Sym
mer Youth Series/Carnival. We had an abun
dance of cookies, cakes, and watermelon! 
Thank you to all of the teens who helped in 
many ways. Special thanks to the adults who 
came and gave their support, especially to the 
amazing maze builder, Mark Morris. 

To All Northland Members 
There is being planned a Congregational Spa
ghetti Dinner and Family Movie Night to be 
held on Saturday, August 9th, sponsored by 
Northland and hosted by the Young Adult Min
istry. The proceeds from this event will be used 
by YAM to sponsor Svetlana for her holiday trip 
to Ohio later this year. This is a great opportu
nity for Northland members to spend some spe
cial time together, have a great family night out 
and support Svetlana all at the same time! 
Please sign up in the foyer if you are interested 
in attending. The cost per family (or per person) 
is still being determined and will be provided 
but an accurate count will help us finalize the 
details! 

Thank You! YAM 

Calendar 

Ju1y 
29 Summer Youth Series@ Graham Road 
30 50's Plus (Willowbrook Village) 

August 
3 Deacons Meeting 8z00 a.m. 
3 All Groups Meet At Building 
5 Summer Youth Series At Graham Road 

Church Of Christ 
6 50's Plus Meeting 
9 Spaghetti Dinner, Sponsored By YAM 
16 Picnic At Blendon Woods 

5 p.m.-10 p.m. Sycamore Shelter 
17 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 50's Plus Meeting 
29-31 Summit 2003 

Contributions 
Last Week $6139 IAvgYTD $5488 

Russia $217 IAvgYTD $226 

Youth Min. $200 IAvgYTD $226 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

· 9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Kevin Chivington, 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, John Lindsay, 
Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt, Troy Blair 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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"Husbands, Love Your Wives" 

NHusbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
church" (Eph. 5:25). 

What a golden example Christ gives to His disciples! As the life of Je
sus is the exact transcript of perfect virtue, He can point to Himself as 
the paragon of holiness, as well as the teacher of it. The Christian 
should take nothing short of Christ for his model. Under no circum
stances ought we to be content unless we reflect the grate which was 
in Him. 

As a husband, the Christian is to look upon the portrait of Christ Jesus, 
nd he is to paint according to that copy. The true Christian is to be 

such a husband as Christ was to His church. The love of a husband is 
special. 

The lord Jesus cherishes for the church an unequalled affection, which 
is set upon her above the rest of mankind: NJ pray for them, I pray not 
for the world." The elect church is the favorite of heaven, the treasure 
of Christ, the crown of His head, the bracelet of His arm, the breast
plate of His heart, the very center and core of His love. And this is the 
example He models for husbands. 

He does not vary in his affection. He may change in his display of af
fection, but the affection itself is still the same. A husband should love 
his wife with a constant and enduring love, for thus Jesus loves His 
church, and nothing "shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

A true husband loves his wife with a hearty love, fervent and intense. It 
is ·not mere lip-service. Ah! beloved, what more could Christ have 
done in proof of His love than He has done? Jesus has a delighted love 
towards His spouse: He prizes her affection, and delights in her. Be
liever, you wonder at Jesus' love; you admire it - are you imitating it? 
In your domestic relationships is the rule and measure of your love 
"even as Christ loved the church?' 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon, from 1 Morning and Evening 
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WHY DON'T WE KNOW THE REST OF IT? 

The fol-lowing words are ·very well knows to most of us: 
Now I lay me down to sleep; 
I pray the Lord my soul to keep; 
If I should die before I wake, 
I pray the Lord my soul to take. 
In Jesus' name, Amen. 

' . 
Some time ago, I learned a 'couple of things about the prayer/poem. According to a book 1· read, 
the author is Eugene Henry Pullen. I found it interesting to learn who is responsible for the 
thoughts that have been expressed probably millions of times. 

I alsq found it interesting to learn' that there is a second stanza (or a second part of the prayer). It 
contains these words: 

' . 
Now I wake and see the light; 
'Tis God who kept me through the night. 
To Him I lift my voice and pray 
That he will keep me through the day. 
In Jesus' name, Amen. 

I Wonder why, we do not know the second part as well as the first part. I wonder if it reflects an 
attitude that .basically says, "God, during these upcoming hours when I feel as though I have no 
control, I'll trust You to care for me. On the other hand, when I am awake and feel in control, I 
can handle it fine without You. Thanks anyway. 

Do we entrust our lives to our Father always or just when we sense that we are facing something 
beyond our power and/or ability to control? Maybe the thoughts of David, as expressed in Psalm 
18: 1-3, should be our attitude twenty-fours a day: 

"I will love thee, 0 Lord, my strength. The.Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my delivered; 
my God, my strength in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation and my high 
tower. I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised; so shall I be saved from mine 
enemies." · 

2 

Jim Faughn, from "The Lord's Way", 
Via Crieve Hall Family Chronicle 

6rowth In Jesus 

BEFORE THE GENTILES & THEIR KINGS 
PAUL'S TRIP. TO ROME (ACTS 21-28) 

Week Twenty-Four 
Paul, the Gospel, Rome, & the Future 

(Acts 28:30-31) 

Luke's conclusion (28:30-31) notes that Paul 
remained as he was for two years, preaching the 
gospel in Rome without any hindrance. Indeed, it 
is almost as if he were not a prisoner at all, 
because he is doing what he wishes to do, and 
has all the resources he needs for his ministry. 
We .also know, from elsewhere in th~ Bible, that 
at some poirit during his long imprisonment Paul 
wrote several o(his inspired epistles. No definite 
historical details are known · of what actually 
happened with Paul's appeal or his legal case. It . 
is generally considered certain that Paul was 
eventually released this time. He arrived in Rome 
about AD 60 or 61, and was probably released or 
acquitted in about AD 62 or 63, either on the 
legal evidence, which favored·Paul, or else simply 
because the Jews declined to press the charges 
against him any further. It has also been accepted 
as fairly definite that Paul was later executed in 
the short but brutal general persecution against 
Christians that the emperor Nero instituted in AD 
64. 

Based on the history of the church written by 
Eusebtus in the 4th century, and on ·details of 
Paul's later ministry that are given in his letters to 
Timothy, the most likely scenario is that after Paul 
was released or acquitted, he resumed his ministry 
for a year or two. Some of the details of Paul's 
activities as described in the epistles to Timothy 
ar1d Titus cannot be connected with events in 
Acts, and thus most researchers conclude th~t 
Paul was released to resume his ministry, with his 
eventual executidn coming solely as a result of 
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Nero's fanatical plots against the Christians, not as 
a result of the case we have been studying. (The 
main objection~ to this conclusion come from 
individuals who question the accuracy of the 
Scriptures in order to propound theories of their 
own imagining.) 

After this, Paul was probably then arrested in the 
persecution of AD 64, and executed soon 
afterwards. This persecution is a well-known 
sequence of events from ancient history. Nero 
was involved in a bitter dispute with the Roman 
Senate regarding funds for new building projects 
in Rome. To get his way, Nero arranged for a 
large portion of Rome to be burned down, which 
made rebuilding projects unavoidable. In an 
attempt to cover his tracks, he blamed the fire on 
the Christians, who were becoming unpopular 
anyway, and then he instituted a brief but bloody 
persecution of them as their 'punishment'. In his 
later years as emperor, Nero perpetrated many 
such acts of outrageous injustice, not only against 
Christians but against many groups and 
individuals. 

The ending of the book of Acts sometimes strikes 
readers as an anti-climax. Yet the story of Acts 
was never meant to be about what happened to 
one person, but rather about the gospel itself. 
And in this regard, the ending of Luke's account is 
appropriate and encouraging. The good news 
about Jesus cannot be hindered or silenced, and 
in Luke's account we have seen the gospel of truth 
overcome every. possible obstacle, from' 
opposition and persecution to social and 
geographical barriers. The events in Acts remind 
us. that in any era there is nothing in this world 
that can hold back the truth of the gospel of Jesus. 
Throllghout his long ordeal, Paul has exemplified 
this attitude, and he has served as a memorable 
example of living with a focus on God and on the 
gospel, instead of on self. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Canned juice, tea, toothpaste; tooth brushes, 
deodorant, saltine crackers, small instant 
coffee, canned corn. 

What Time Is 
Time is money-we have no right to waste it. 
Time is power-we have no right to dissipate it. 
Time is influence-we have no right to throw it 
away. 
Time is lifo•we must value it greatly. 
Time is God's-He gives it to us for a purpose. 
Time is a sacred trust-we must answer for every 
moment. 
Time is wisdom-we have no right to be 
ignorant. 
Time is preparation for eternity-we must 
·redeem it. 

-The Watchman-Examiner -

Words Of Wisdom 
Much of the unhappiness and discontent in the 
lives of many Christian people is their basic dis
honesty when it comes to their honoring God 
with their substance. 

-Charles H. Spurgeon 

Calendar 

August 
3 Deacons Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
3 All Groups Meet At Building 
5 Summer Youth Series At Graham Road 

Church Of Christ 
6 SO's Plus Meeting 
16 Picnic At Blendon Woods 

5 p.m.-10 p.m. Sycamore Shelter 
1 7 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 SO's Plus Meeting 
29-31 Summit 2003 
31 Services At .Willow Brook 

Words Of Wisdom 
After Calvary, God has the right to be trusted; to 
be believed that He means what He says; and 
that His love is dependable 

-A.J. Gossip, 
In the Secret Place of the Most High [1 947] 

Everyone needs to be loved ... especially when 
-they don't deserve it. 

:.old Union Reminder 

Contributions 
Last Week Avg YTD 

Russia AvgYTD 

Youth Min. AvgYTD 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Seivlce 
Sun~ay Evening 
Wednesday £venlng 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders:, Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhar~ Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, ~ay Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchokhrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Kevin Chivington, 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, John Lindsay, 
Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt, Troy Blair 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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just One Tap 

Bible-land shepherds often tended combined flocks, but they 
knew it was necessary to separate the sheep from the goats at par
ticular times. The goats were headstrong, rambunctious, and pre
ferred grazing the rocky foothills throughout the day. The sheep, 
however, needed specific times for rest and favored feeding in 
the grassy pastures. 

Shepherds divided their flocks with a staff by tapping the sheep 
on the right side and the goats on the left. All the sheep would 
ather around the shepherd's right hand, while the, goats moved 
o the left. The sheep found food and relaxation, while the goats 

continued to clamber around restlessly. 

A master Shepherd made this comment: "When the Son of Man 
comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Hif1!, then He 
will sit on the throne of His glory. All the nations will be gath
ered before Him, and He will separate them one from another; 
as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. And He will set 
the sheep on His right hand, bunhe goats on the left. Then the 
King will say to those on His right hand, 'Come, you blessed of 
My Father; inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foun
dation of the world'" (Matt. 25:31-34 NKJV). 

:C:, With this word picture, Jesus portrays a scene from the final judg
~ ment. The righteous inherit a kingdom filled with eternal rest, 
E blessed by the right hand of promise. Since the left hand carries 

,.= no such promise or blessing, the unrighteous depart to a kingdom 
§ of everlasting turmoil without rest. There will be just one tap -

~ 
cw)' ... 
~ 
g> 
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on the right or the left. However, the choice is ours to make 
now. 

Charles E. Harrel, in "Pulpit Helps" 



Ser11ing 6od 

WORMS FOR SALE 

It is an old story, but it is still worth telling. A lark, singing in the hi~h branches of a tree, saw a 
traveler walking through the forest carrying a little black box. The lark flew down and perched on the 
travelers' shoulder. 

"What do you have in the little black box?" he as~ed . 

"Worms," the traveler replied. 

"Are they for sale?" 

"Yes, and very cheap, too. The price is only one feather." 

The lark though for a moment. "I must have a million feathers, most of them quite small. Surely I'll . 
never miss one of them. Here is an opportunity to get a good dinner for no work at all." So he told 
the man tha't he would buy one. 

He searched carefully under his wing for a tiny, tiny, feather. He winced a bit as he pulled it out but 
the size and quality of the worm made him quickly forget the pain. High up in the tree he began to 
sing as beautifully as before. 

The next day he saw the same man and once again he exchanged a feather for a worm. What a 
wonder way to get dinner - and no effort at all! · 

We skip the next day, and the next, and the next for we· are sure you are way ahead of us. In any 
event, he lost a feather each day and each loss seemed to hurt less and less. To begin with he had a 
lot of feathers but as the days passed he found it more difficult to fly. Finally, after the loss of one of 
his primary feathers he could no longer reach the top of the tree, let alone fly up into the sky. 

Indeed, he could no more than flutter a few feet in the air and was forced to seek his food with the 
quarrelsome, bickering sparrows. The man with the worms came no more for there were no feathers 
to pay for the worms. The lark no longer sang because he was so ashamed of his fallen state. 

This is how unworthy habits possess us. First, painfully, then more easily, until at last we find 
ourselves stripped of all that lets us soar and sing. 

From the Northland Bulletin, January 15, 1961 
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6rowth In Jesus 

CONTEND FOR THE FAITH 
LESSONS FROM JUDE 

Week One 
Opening Exhortation Oude 1:1-3) 

Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of 
James, to those who have been called, who are 
loved by Cod the Father and kept 'by Jesus 
Christ: mercy, peace, and love be yours in 
abundance. Dear friends, although I was very 
eager to write to you about the salvation we 
share, I felt I had to write and urge you to 
contend for the faith that was once for all 
entrusted to the saints. Oude 1: 1-3) 

.Jude, one of the physical brothers of Jesus Christ, 
was troubled when he wrote this epistle. He 
appreciated and valued the joys of salvation in 
Christ, and was excited about describing them to 
his friends. In fact, the wording used in the 
original text suggests that Jude was in the act of 
writing a quite different letter,· when he realized 
the need to write instead the epistle that we 
have in our Bibles. The more he thought about 
the church, and the more he realized the 
dangers it faced, the more he realized that the 
Holy Spirit wanted to move through him, to 
warri . believers of danger and to call them to 
action. 

Like Jude, we would much rather enjoy talking 
about al I the benefits of salvation and al I the 
things that we share together in Christ. Indeed, 
we ought to enjoy this much more than talking 
about dangers and concerns. But the-faith that 
bas been entrusted to us is not only a blessing, 
but also a responsibility. Jude reminds us that 
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there is only one version of the truth, but (as he 
will describe next) human beings all too 
frequently apply their ingenuity and effort to 
concocting alternate, false versions. of the tn.ith. · 
Jude wrote his epistle to remind us that God 
expects those of us who accept his truth to make 
the effort to stand up for the truth in our lives. 

The epistle of Jude can be outlined as follows: 
Jude first tells us the problem, namely, that 
ungodly persons, wishing to distort the truth so 
that it will serve their own desires, have slipped 
in among those who want to worship God in 
spirit and in truth (verses 1-4); he then_ reminds 
us that this is a recurring problem that has often 
come up before, and that God has dealt with it 
before (verses 5-11 ); he describes the many 
other sins that accompany those .who follow 
God o.nly to have their desires met (verses 12-
19); then describes some important principles 
that believers must keep in mind in order to 
contend for the faith (yerses 2~23); and finally 
the letter closes with a heartfelt statement of 
praise to God (verses 24-25). Thus Jude is able 
to close his letter where he wanted to begin: a 
celebration of salvation in Christ. 

Keep in mind Jude's purpose and plan as we 
study the epistle over the next few weeks. As 
we study Jude, we should take to heart his 
warnings so that we will not fall victim to the 
deceptiveness of the devil, who has pulled so 
mariy away from the truth, and so that we will 
never miss out on the great blessings that we 
have iri Jesus Christ. 

- Mark W. Carner 



Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The food pantry is in need of the following: 
(anned juice, tea, toothpaste, tooth brushes, , 
deodorant, saltine crackers, small instant 
coffee, canned vegetables, jelly. 

First Sunday Night Activities 
Coming together as an entire congregation at 
5:30 p.m. on Sundays on a monthly basis pro
vides opportunities for some "family" activities 
that otherwise would not fit into our weekly 
schedule. Activities have been scheduled for 
each of the next three First Sunday evenings. 
Please plan to attend to glorify God, to edify 
yourself, and to encourage your fellow Chris
tians: 
September 7 - Natural Church Development: Tom 
Barnhardt will present the biblical principles of 
Natural Church Devel~pment that the elders and 

, other Northland leaders have been examining for 
several months now. These concepts, many of 
which we are already practicing, can help us grow 
sriritually and numerically as a congregation. 
October 5 - Elders' Forum: This question and an
swer session will conclude our weekend with Bill 
Tracy of Sunset International Bible Institute during 
which we will have an opportunity to apply the 
principles of Natural Church Development to our 
congregation. 
November 2 - Song Writer Appreciation Night: 
Here's an opportunity to come together and sing 
some great songs and, at the same time, learn about 
those whom God worked through to bring those 
songs to us. We did this several months ago, and 
everyone had a great time. 

Calendar 

August 
16 Picnic At Blendon Woods 

5 p.m.-10 p.m. Sycamore Shelter 
17 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 50's Plus Meeting 
29-31 Summit 2003 
31 Services At Willow Brook 

Family Fellowship 
An updated list of pairings for the Family Fel
lowship activities for August-September is 
posted on the bulletin board in the foyer. It's 
not too late to participate - there is still a sign up 
sheet posted on the same bulletin board. 

Picnic 
Mark your calendar for a Northland Family pic
nic in Blendon Woods Park on Saturday eve
ning, September 20th. More information will 
be coming shortly. 

P.S. don't forget the picnic scheduled for 
Saturday evening August 16th. 5p.m.-10p.m. 
At Blendon Woods Sycamore shelter. 

Contributions 
last Week $6809 IAvg.YTD $5488 

Russia $275 I Avg YTD $224 

Youth Min. $257 IAvgYTD $222 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Ripes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Kevin Chivington 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, John Lindsay, 
Ja~k Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt, ~Troy Blair 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Be Careful Who You Foll<YW 

A teenage girl got lost in her car in a snow storm. She remembered 

what her dad had once told her: "If you ever get stuck in a snow 

storm, wait for a snow plow and follow it." 

Pretty soon a snow plow came by, and she started to follow it. She 

followed the plow for about forty five minutes. Finally the driver of 

the truck got out and asked her what she was doing. She explained 

that her dad had told her if she ever got stuck in the snow, to follow a 

low. 

The driver nodded and said, "Well, I'm done with the Wal-Mart park

ing lot, now you can follow me over to K-Mart." 

There's nothing wrong with following others as long as we know that 

they are headed in the right direction. Even the apostle Paul was 

careful to limit those who sought to follow him: 

"Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ." 

(I Corinthians 11 : 1, NIV) 

E Following a snow plow blindly, may have minor consequences, but 

.g. following someone blindly in the realm of religion can have serious 
:s 

(and eternal) consequences. Be careful who you follow! 
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-Alan Smith, White House (Tennessee) Church of Christ 



Ser11ing 6od 
"TAKE MY YOKE UPON YOU" 

Matthew 11 :28-30 

In this passage, the Lord calls those who realize their need to come to Him. The term, "Ye that labor" (kopioantes) 
refers to people who are worn out and weary from · hard work, especially those in the Lord's vineyard. 

The next description is Nheavy laden,; (pephortismenoi from pl10rtizo, load; 'see v.30). Each individua l must carry his 
own °load" (phortion; Gal. 6:5), though (phortion (load) compares with baros, the burden our friends bear that we 
choose to share (see 2 Cor. 4: 17; Gal. 6:2; 1 Thess. 2:6). Phortion is a consequence of Adamic sin, w hile baros is a 
burden each individual must responsibly carry, even if it is sharable with others. 

The promise Jesus gives is inner "rest" which can be ours in spite of the fatigue and responsibility of carrying our own 
personal load. 

The promise of "rest" which our Lord gives - especially in verse 29 (anapausis) - is the promise of inner tranquility 
which He gives to those who come to Him as little children. He does not give Ncessation of work" (katapausis) in this 
life, but in the age to come: Nthere remaineth a Sabbath rest to the people of Cod" (a.t.; Heb; 4:9). For now, believers 
continue to work hard, enabled by Christ to shoulder their personal loads. 

We are bidden by Christ to approach Him not only for inner rest but also with a willingness to take on ourselves a 
"yoke." A yoke enables two to share a load - in this case, with Jesus. He shares in pulling our personal load 
(phortion) . In fact, we soon discover that He shoulders the heavier part of our burden. However, if we are not willing 
to take this yoke upon ourselves, He does not share the burden . -

The Lord also commands that we "learn (mathete, as a disciple), about Him, specifically that He is both meek and 
lowly, in heart. "Meee (praos) impl ies "balanced." Our Lord carries neither more than He deems necessary to 
strengthen us, n.or less than necessary to overburden us. Jesus wants us to grow in Him and learn responsibility. 
"Lowly" attests to Jesus' humility. The Son of man did not dominate His disciples, because He was eager· for them to 
learn abot~t His character of humility. 

The yoke is level (tapeinos, not uneven) so that each one pulls according to hi.s strength. Jesus never forces us beyond 
our ability or intimidates us by showing how much He can do and how little we can do. 

The Lord assures us that His yoke is "easy• (chrestos, profitable; from the verb chraomai, to furn ish what is needed). 
What we need is grace, and because Christ freely gives it, His yoke is indeed easy and His burden light. 

What a wonderful yoke grace is, compared to the pharisaical yoke of the Law which only "loads men with foads too 
hard to be borne" (a.t.; Luke 11 :46). 

No matter how great the load of life; Christ promises that we shall find rest. When we learn to pull our share by 
properly positioning the yoke, the result will always be inner rest. 

Spiros Zodhiaates, from his Exegetical New Testament Commentary 
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Growth In Jesus 

CONTEND FOR THE FAITH 
LESSONS FROM JUDE 

Week Two 
Warning About A Common Problem Oude 1:4) 

For certain men whose condemnation was written 
about long ago have secretly slipped in among 
you. They are godless men, who change the grace 
of our God into a license for immorality and deny 
Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord. Uude 
1:4) 

As we noted last time, Jude was compelled by the 
Holy Spirit to write to his friends to urge them to 
contend for the faith that was entrusted to God's 
people. ·in tell ing us to contend for the faith, he 
giv~s a call to do more than simply acknowledge 
God and his Word. We are called to make efforts, 
to strive, and to be watchful on behalf of the truth. 

Jude warns here of a fundamental problem that 
takes many forms (as he will detail later on), and 
that requires us to be strong in response. There are 
persons who claim to be God's people, yet who 
are using God 's grace as an excuse to follow their 
own will instead of God's will. They have taken 
truths about God out of context, and have used 
them to defend and pursue their own desires, thus 
denying Jesus as Lord and Savior. As many of us 
know from our own experienc~, this problem is 
certainly not limited to Jude's lifetime. It is an 
unfortunate feature of human nature that we all too 
often tak~ grace and forgiveness for granted, and 
serve God only insofar as he gives us what we 
desire. 

There are. at least three reasons why it is vital for 
each member of the church of Christ to be aware 
of this problem and to' study Jude's letter. First of 
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all, each of us must guard his or her own heart, so 
as not to become like these godless false teachers. 
The more we serve God, the easier it is to become 
co.nvinced that we are too strong to fall, and yet as 
long as we live in this world, our flesh will seek for 
ways to gratify itself. As long as we learn to 
recognize the symptoms of rationalization and 
rebellion in 0,ur hearts before they harden, we shall 
remain faithful. But we must always be careful and 
must realize our vulnerability to sin. 

We must also be alert that such problems do not 
demoralize us, either as a church or as individuals, 
and that they do not distract us from seeking God 
·and his will. Strong-willed and self-indulgent false 
teachers can produce insecurity, frustration, and 
confusion among sincere believers who are not 
completely fortified against such problems. 
Indeed, these kinds of altacks can often be more 
effective thari direct temptations to sin. So we 
should remind ourselves that God is strong enough 
to protect his church even from the most 
threatening of attacks. 

Then too, we must be ready to deal with such 
problems for the sake of those who do not yet 
know God. Most of the world never appreciates 
the truth about God, and so 'humans are always 
creating idols a,nd human-made religions that they 
prefer. The New Testament stresses that God's 
people must take pains to put forth an image of the 
hurch of Christ that combines genuine love, faith, 

and purity so that those people in the world who 
do want to seek God can see the truth. Everyone 
we meet has been exposed to a constant and 
bewildering stream of teachings about God, most 
of them false. We should resolve that no one will 
ever hear ariything but the truth from us. 

- Mark W. Garner, 



Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Canned juice, ~ea, toothpaste, tqoth brushes, 
deodorant, shampoo, small instant coffee, 
canned vegetables, jelly. 

I 

Family Fellowship 
An updated list of pairings for the Family 
Fellowship activities for August-September is 
posted on the bulletin hoard in the foyer. It's 
not too late to participate - there is still a signup 
sheet posted on the same bulletin. board. 

Hospitalized 
Bill Burns is in Riverside Hospital, room 8216. 
He has an infection in his leg. 

Epitaph and Rejoinder 
A visitor, strolling through a country graveyard, 
paused before one grave stone to read the 
words: 

"Pause, stranger, when you pass me by. 
As you are now, so once was 1. 

As I am now, so you will be; 
So prepare for death and follow me." 

The visitor pondered that message, and then 
- added his own beneatr the chiseled words: 

uro follow you I am not content. - ' 
Until I know which. way you went." 

Author Unknown 
(From Pulpit Helps) 

Calendar 

August 
29-31 Summit 2003 
31 Services At Willow Brook 

September 
3 50's Plus Meeting 
7 Fall Bible Classes Begin 
7 All Groups-At Building 5:30 p.m. 
17 50's Plus Meeting 
17 See You At The Pole 
21 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
26-28 Marrieds Retreat 

Words To Ponder 
For every minute you are angry with someone, 
you have lost 60 seconds that you can never get 
back. 

Old Union Reminder 

Moses endured, not because he had an ideal of 
right and duty, but because he had a vision of 
God. 

Oswald Chambers 

Contributions 
Last Week $6167 I Avg YTD $5509 

Russia $217 I Avg YTD $224 

Youth, Min. $270 I Avg YTD $224 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Ripes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Kevin ChiVington, 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans; Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, John Lindsay, ', 
Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhard~, Troy Blair 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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.My Daily Prayer 

Ifl can do some good today, 

If I can serve along life's way, 

If I can something helpful say, 

Lord, show me how. 

. If I can right a human wrong, 

If I can help to make one strong, 

If I can cheer with smile or song, 

Lord, show me how. 

If I can aid one in distress, 
I 

If I can make a burden less, 

If I can spread more happiness, 

Lord, show me how. 

, Ifl can do a kindly deed, 

If I can help someone in need, 

If I can sow a fruitful seed, 

Lord, show me how. 

If I can free a hungry heart; 

If I can give a better start, 

If I can fill a nobler part, 

Lord, show me how . 

Grenville Kleiser. 



Ser11ing 6od 

WILL Ti-IE LORD BE PLEASED? 

"When a man's ways please the Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with 
him." (Proverbs 16:7). 

In Micah's day the Jews had begun to think of God as a mighty potentate dwelling in 
heaven and ruling from afar. They thought of him as rigorous in his demands for external 
proofs of man's loyalty. Prayer, fasting, animal sacrifices and strict observance of the 
Sabbath were evidences, they thought, of man's allegiance to God. This ceremonial 
legalism was a cold, formal religion, which imposed upon man burdens heavier than he 
could bear. 

We, as Christians, "are not under the law, but under grace" (Romans 6:14). Yet we 
should ask ourselves, "What will the Lord be pleased with today?" He desires most of all 
our' hearts (Luke 10:27), for he knows that if he has our deepest affections, he will then 
have our lives, our possessions, our talents, our energies, our ,time and our all. 

Is the Lord pleased with my life? Is he pleased with my religion? Is he pleased with the 
way I act ,at home? Is he pleased with my inner thoughts? 

"Lord, in the strength of grace, 
With a glad heart and free, 
Myself, my. residue of days, 

I ,consecrate to thee." 

From the Northland Bulletin, August 1961 

I will praise the Lord, who counsels m_e; 
even at night my heart instructs me. 

Proverbs 16:7 

" 
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6rowth In Jesus 

CONTEND' FOR THE FAITH 
LESSONS FROM JUDE 

Week Three 
Living For Selfish Desires is Futile (Jude 1:5-7) 

Though you already know all this, I want to 
remind you that the Lord delivered his peopl~ 
out of Egypt, but later destroyed .those who did 
not believe. And the-angels who did not keep 
their positions of authority but abandoned their 
own home - these he has kept in darkness, bound 
with everlasting chains for judgment on the great . 
Day. . In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah 
and the surrounding towns gave_ themselves up 
to sexual, immorality and perversion. They serve 
as an example of those who suffer the 
punishment of eternal fire. (Jude 1 :5-7) 

Having described the problem of those who 
misuse God's grace as a license for sin, Jude now 
reminds us that this, like all spiritual problems, is 
not a new disorder. This is an important point, 
because sometimes we p~come so discouraged 
by our own troubles that we think we're the first 
ones to have them, that our problems art! unique, 
and that God has never had to deal with them 
before. But nothing that happens in our lives and 
ministries - no struggle, no temptation, no 
frustration -. is new to God. He has seen all the 
problems before, and has helped his peopfe 
through them before. 

Jude gives three specific examples. First, he 
reminds us that after God's miraculous 
deliverance of his people from Egypt, many of 
them doubted him and rejected his plans for 
them. When they hardened themselves too 
many times, he punished them by denying them 

entry into the "Promised Land. Second, he 
reminds us that even the angels who strayed frorri 
God's will were punished and put in chains (see 
also 2 Peter 2:4). Third, he recalls what 
happened to .Sodom and Gomorrah. Their 
people· lived only ·to satisfy their selfish urges, not • 
caring for the truth, and so they were destroyed 
by God. 

Notice . what all of these examples have .in 
common. They all describe persons who had 
every reason to believe God, to follow him, and 
to accept the truth. But in each case, they chose 
instead to follow their own wills and desires, . . ' -
thinking that. they could not be punished for so · 
doing. But God did not.overlook their rebellion, 
and none of them "got away with it" . Thi_nk 
about these examples from God's point of view -
what he did in each case was to simply to give 
these individuals what they wanted. They chose 
to reject God's will in their lives, so God 
withdrew his blessings and protection from them. 
We must always remember that 'humans can 
ne'{er generate any true or lasting blessings from 
their own goo?ness, wisdom, or effort. 

Giving in to our own desires does not bring 
lasting joy; submitting our hearts to God does. 
When we follow our own stubborn wills, when 
we use what we know about the Bible only to 
justify our own actions and the decisions we have 
already made in our hearts, when we delude 
ourselves into believing in a "Santa Claus" God 

· fro.m whom we expect to receive only blessings 
without any responsibility, we are then denying 
what God has done through Jesus Christ. Living 
this way do~s not bring lasting happiness, 
because it causes us to miss the truest blessings of 
grace. 

- Mark W. Carner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The food pantry is in need of the follqwing: 
Canned juice, tea, toothpaste, tooth brushes, 
deodorant, saltine crackers, small instant 
coffee, canned vegetables, jelly. 

Summit 
Child care workers are needed for Summit on 
Saturday afternoon, August 30. If you can help 
out, please sign the list on the bulletin board, or 
see/cal I Vicki Cowans. 

Thank You 
Thank you for your help with the 16th Annual 
Golf Scramble. The pop and water were · 
greatly appreciated by the golfers. Y:Je appreci
ate your continued support. We raised over 
$7,400 with your help. Again, thank you. 

Dana & Lynn, Development Office 
Willow Brook 

Summit 
Summit is Aug. 29-31. See Troy Blair or Diana 
Morris to register. 

Hospitalized 
Ivana Osei-Sarpong ·has been in ihtensive care 
at Children's Hospital for about 5 weeks. She 
is now in room 6114. Prayers and cards are 
requested for her. 

August 
29-31 Summit 2003 
31 Services At Willow Brook 

September 
3 50's Plus Meeting 
7, FaH Bible Classes Begin 
7 All Groups At Building 5:30 p~m. 
17 50's Plus Meeting 
17 See You At The Pole 
21 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
26~28 Marrieds Retreat 

Words Of Wisdom 

Blessed are those who can give without remem
bering and take without forgetting 

-Elizabeth Bjbesco 

Their's is an endless road, a hopeless maze, 
who seek for goods before they seek for God. 

Bernard of Clairvaux 

Contributions 
Last Week $5189 I Avg YTD $5499 

Russia $132 I Avg YTD $221'· 

Youth Min. · $180 AvgYTD $223 

Services 
Sunday Bible s'wdy 
Sunday Worship -Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 'pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frari'k Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

· northlandchurchofchristcom 

Deacons: Brian Am-old, John Bradley, L-ynn Champney, Kevin Chivington 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, John Lindsay 
Jack Mauersberg, Bery.I McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: .Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt, Troy Blair 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Music Lessons From The Father 

The apostle John says that there will be a song sung in heaven - a 

song of redemption - that only the sons of earth can fully sing (cf. 

Rev. 14:3). No angel, nor even an archangel, can sing some 
1 

parts, because none can learn it but the children of the cross. 

So, my soul, you are receiving music lessons from our Father. He 

is training you for the part the angels cannot sing, and the school 

is sorrow. I have heard many say that God sends sorrow to prove 

s, but that is not the way of it; He sends sorrow to educate us, to 

train us to share in the heavenly choir. 

In the night, He prepares your song. lh the valley, He tunes your 

voice. In the cloud, He deepens your chords. In the rain, He 

sweetens your melody. l'n the cold; He molds your expression. 

In the transition from hope to fear, He perfects your lights. 

Do not despise the school of sorrow,· 0 my soul. It readies you 

for the part in the great song of victory and triumph that only you ~ can sing. 
~ .. 

George Matheson, in Streams in the Desert, Vol. 1, 

by Cowman Publications 
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"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for thet'rs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who 

m.ourn, for they wi,ll be comforted. Blessed are 
the meek, for they wiJl inherit the earth." 

Matthew 5:3-5 



Ser11ing 6od 

A SPIDER'S WEB 

The following story is reported to be a true story. Th is version came to me by way of Nathan Ray: 

Robert the Bruce, a young soldier, found himself in a terrible battle during the Scottish Reformation around 
1300. The enemy was soundly defeating this young man's army. He and his comrades fo,und themselves 
hastily retreating from the battlefield in defeat, running away in fear of their very lives. The enemy gave 
chase. This young man ran hard and fast, full of fear and desperation, and soon found himself cut off from 
his comrades in arms. 

He eventually came upon a rocky ledge containing a cave. Knowing the enemy was close behind, and that 
he was exhausted from the chase, he chose to hide there. After he crawled in, he fell to his face in the 
darkness, desperately crying to God to save him and protect him from his enemies. 

When he looked up from his despairing plea for help, he saw a spider beginning to weave its web at the 
entrance to the cave. As h'e watched the delicate threads being slowly drawn across the mouth of the cave, 
the young soldi~r pondered its irony. He thought, "I asked God for protection and deliverance, and he sent 
me a spider instead. How can a spider save me?" ' 

His heart was hardened, knowing the enemy would soon discover his hiding plac~ and kill him. And soon 
he did hear the sound of his enemies, who were now scouring the area looking for those in hiding. One 
soldier with a gun slowly walked up to tre cave's entrance. As the young man crouched in the darkness, 
hoping to surprise the enemy in a last-minute desperate attempt to save his own life, he felt his heart 
pounding wildly out ·of control. 

As the enemy cautiously moved forward to enter the cave, he came upon the spider's web, which by now 
was completely strung across the opening. He backed away and called out to a comrade, "There can't be 
anyone in here. They would have had to break this spider's web to enter the cave. Let's mo\te on." 

Years later, a young man wrote about that ordeal: "Where God is, a spider's web is as a stone wall . Where 
God is not, a stone wall is as a spider's web." 

I love that line. Where God is, a spider's web is as a stone wall. Where God is not, a stone wall is as a 
spider's web. How true! 

"We will shout fo~ joy when you are victorious and will lift up our banners in the name of our God. May 
the LORD grant all your requests. No~ I know that the LORD saves his anointed; he answers him from his 
holy heaven with the saving power of his right hand. Some trust in .chariots a.nd some in horses, bl,Jt we 
trust in the name of the LORD our God." (Psalm 20:5-7) 

-Alan Smith, White House (Tennessee) Church of Christ 
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6rowth In Jesus 

CONTEND .FOR THE FAITH 
LESSONS FROM JUDE 

· Week Four 
False Vs, Genuine Understanding (Jude 1:8-10) 

In the vety same way, these dreamers pollute their 
own bodies, reject authority and slander celestial 
beings. But even the archangel Michael, when he 
was disputing with the devil about the body of 

, Moses, did not dare to make a slanderous 
f!Ccusation against him, but said, "The Lord rebuke 
you!" . Yet these men speak abusively against 
whatever they do not understand, and what things 
they do understand by instinct, like unreasoning 
animals - these are the vety things that destroy 
them. Gude 1 :8-10) 

In these few verses, Jude shows us two of the 
essentials that we need to contend for the true 
faith: humility and understanding. Those who do 
hot have these qualities will live , recklessly and · 
irresponsibly. Those who have them will guard 
their hearts against many of the. temptations and 
traps about which.J ude is warning us. 

Jude uses an example of humility to help us to see 
the depth of restraint that God calls for in believers. 
Even when confronting the devil himself, the 
archangel Michael dig not lose control. (Note that 
the details, of the confrontation - which comes from 
an ancient non-biblical work call~d the 
"Assumption of Moses" - are not important. The 
reason why Jude mentions the event is to provide 
an example of wise, humble self~restraint.) We 
should consider Michael's restraint, and compare it 
fo the way we deal with those whom we think or 
know to be in the wrong. Michael shows that it is 
possible to stand for the truth without giving in to 
anger or frustration. If Michael did not give in to 

anger, self-righteousness, or frustration in dealing 
with the devil him.self, then you and I do not have 
any reason to become frustrated or ,irritated when 
we correct br instruct each other. 

Then we see a further characterization of the self
willed person who does not submit to God's 

· wisdom. The description is familiar - someone 
who has something to say about everything, but 
none of it is edifying. Those who have a lot of 
opinions generally have little understanding. They 
will in the long run be destroyed by the few things 
they can understand - namely, their own urges and 
desires. 

3 

The Bible teaches a different kind of knowledge 
and wisdom than the world does. Worldly 
"experts" tend to accumulate a large arsenal of 
facts, figures, and debating tricks with which they 
can manipulate the truth in order to prove their 
opinions or to justify their actions: But God's idea 
of a wise person is one who has learned to 
understand, to use what God has said in the way 
and context which God intended,· and to accept 
that the goal of knowledge and understanding is to 
glorify <.;od, not the human who possesses it. 

0od does not appreciate those who store up a lot 
of facts that they just use to win argument~ or_ to 
prove their own intelligence. Nor does God or his 
Word approve of those who are not willing to 
devote themselves to learning things that are 
important, and who then want to use God's 
superior wisdom as an excuse for their lack of 
effort. God calls for a balance of ~nowledge with 
humility. 

- Mark W. Carner 



Family lnformatio11 
Food Pantry 

The food pantry is in need of the following: 
Canned juice, tea, toothpaste, tooth brushes, 
deodorant,' saltine crackers, small instant 
coffee, canned vegetables. 

Hospitalized 
Ivana Osei-Sarpong is in Children 's Hospital, room 
6114. 

Willow Brook 
Northland has the services at Willow Brook this 
Sunday at 2 p.m .. 

Andy Baker Here On September 3 . 
B·e sure to join us on Wednesday, September 3 for a 
presentation by Andy Baker ~f World Christian 
Broadcasting. WCB is already sending the Gospel 
to millions of people through several high power 
radio transmitters. A currently planned expansion 
will reach another 3 billion people including Mos
lem countries like Iraq and Iran . Because of the im
portance of Andy's presentation, all regular Bible 
classes from 1st grade through .adult will be dis
missed on September 3 so that we can all meet to
gether in the auditorium. Please plan to attend. 

Youth. Announcements 
<Srand opening of the NYO Cafe ·is Sept. .5th. Start 
inviting friends now. 2 couples (4 adults) needed to 
staff cafe each Friday evening on a rotating basis. 
See Troy before he finds you to volunteer for this. 
Robbie McVicker is contacting families for dona
tions of items needed for the Cafe or funds to pur
chase these items. Please see her to help with this 
outreach. An evening of school prayer is scheduled 
for Sept. 11th. All adults are encouraged to partici
pate. Sign up sheet on the youth bulletin board. 

Calendar 

August 
29-31 Summit 2003 
31 Services At Willow Brook 

· September 
3 50's Plus Meeting 
7 Fall Bible Classes Begin 
7 All Groups At Building 5:30 p.m. 
1 7 50's Plus Meeting 
17 See You At The Pole 
21 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
26-28 Marrieds Retreat 

Ladies 
.Please be reminded of the upcoming Sunday morn
ing Ladies Bible class to begin Sunday, Sept. 7th .. 
We will be studying from The Purpose Driven Life 
by Rick Warren. It is highly recommended that you 
secure a copy of the book. They are available at 
Sam's Club for $11. If you need a book and do not 
have a Sam's membership, please contact Frances 
T.ibbs or Lora Bradley. This is going to be an excel
lent class! All the sisters in the body are invited to 
the 1st meeting of the Christian Women's Fellow- · 
ship on Thursday, Sept. 18th at 7 p.m. in the annex. 
to encourage unity among the sisters, build up the 
body of Christ and to grow in our outreach. 

Contributions 
last Week $5630 I Avg YTD $5503 

Ru~sia $257 I Avg YTD $222 

Youth Min. $260 · I Avg YTD $224 

Services Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Servke 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

.9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Mike Hipes, Ray Thorne, Charlie Yates ' 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Kevin Chivington, 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, John Lindsay, 
Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt, Troy Blair 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Is It Worthwhile? 

I found a seed, a tiny thing. 
I handled it with care. 

"I want for it the best," I said 
!'Because it is so rare." 

I found a nice, smooth piece of ground. 
I dug a hole just so. 

Down into it I placed the seed 
And longed for it to grow. 

I 

The days and weeks lapsed into months. 
Still had the seed not grown, 

And then I learned to cultivate 
Before the seed is sown. 

One day I met a 1.ittle child, 
A precious gift from God. 

I thought about the little seed 
In the neglected sod. 

I lovingly prepared a heart. 
God's Word I plat'lted there. 

I tilled it with the love of Christ 
And water,ed it with prayer. 

Ere long into that ·little face 
There stole a welcome smile, 

A tiny hand slipped into mine, 
I said, "It is worthwhile." 

Anonymous, 
from The Lord's Way 



Ser11ing 6od 

SEEDS OF POTENTIAL 

I was eating an apple the other day when I over-bit. My teeth went right into the core 
and I got a tiny seed stuck in between two of them. I was finally able to get the little 
"tooth-acher" out after five minutes of working at it. 

I looked at the little thing and then at the apple tree in the field outside my window. It 
seemed so amazing that this tiny seed that fit between two of my teeth could one day 
grow into a large and beautiful tree like the one I saw outside. Even more amazing was 
that the tree could produce thousands upon thousands of apples in its lifetime and that 
each apple it produced could contain seeds to grow even more trees full of blossoms, 
leaves, and apples of.their own. 

I smiles and laughed at the wonder of it all. 

We are all just seeds of potential. If God can work such a' never-ending miracle of 
growth and life through a tiny apple seed just think of the miracles.that God can work 
through each of our lives if we only let Him. 

We are all just seeds of potential ourselves. We can shower the world with the fruit of 
our lives and pla'nt countless seeds of peace and happiness that will continue to grow in 
the hearts and souls of others for years to come: Or, we can lie dormant and never grow 
a bit. The choice, of course, is ours. Are we going to be a dead seed lying uselessly in 
the dirt or are we going to be the glorious, giving tree that God meant us to be? 

Joseph Mazzella, Verse A Week Club 

"I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but 
God made it grow. So neither he who_plants 

nor he who waters is anything, but only God, 
h k h .. " -w o ma es t ings .. ·grow. 

1Cori~thi~ns3:6-7 
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6rowth In Jesus 

CONTEND FOR THE FAITH 
LESSONS FROM JUDE 

Week Five 
Selfishness Hurts Others (Jude 1:11-12a) 

Woe to them! . They have taken the way of Cain; 
they have rushed for profit into Balaam 's error; 
they have been destroyed in Korah's rebellion. 
These men are blemishes at your love feasts, 
eating ,among you without the slightest qualm -
shepherds who feed on/Y themselves~ (Jude 
7: 11-12a) 

Jude is also concerned that we understand the 
ways that self-willed believers cause difficulties 
for others. ·It is important to understand that-the 
decisions do not only affect ourselves. God's 
plan is for the body of believers to be one in 
spirit and purpose, and this means that we must · 
be aware of the ways that what we do and say 
can affect others .. 

We are given three examples from the Old 
Testament. Cain saw that God preferred his 
brother's sacrifice. Instead of learning from 
Aabel how to worship God more genuinely, he 
killed his brother out of jealousy. Balaam (see 
Numbers 31, especially verses 8 and 1'6) earned 
profit and popularity by luring God's people into 
sin. Korah (see Numbers 16) felt that he, not 
Moses, should have been leading God's people, 
and his attitude eventually brought death to 
many others in addition to himself. 

The church of Christ is made up of humans. 
They are forgiven humans, but still humans with 
weaknesses and fleshly desires. It should not be 

3 

a surprise that from time to time there will be 
those who seek to use the church as a means to 
get their own needs met. Even believers are 
sometimes jealous like Cain, and cause strife, or 
are manipulative and crafty, like Balaam, and 
cause mischief; or are ambitious like Korah, and 
think that they should have power and authority. 
Naturally, we do not want to be like an'y of these 
bad examples, so the point is to see such things · 
in our hearts before they · go too far. 
Remembering the harm caused by the likes of 
Cain, Balaam, and Korah should help motivate 
us to purify our hears of sins like envy, deceit, 
and selfish ambition. 

But most of us will never cause such problems 
ourselves. Instead, we must sometimes endure 
the trouble caused by those who follow in these 
paths, and as a result we can · become 
discouraged or confused. In such times, God 
calls us to stand firm in our faith and ·in what we 
know to be true. If we have problems in our 
fellowship, it does not necessarily mean that we 
did something wrong. Instead of being 
overcome by frustration or doubts, we should 
take confident action to protect the unity of the 
Spirit. If we are willing to put time and effort 
into fighting for the faith, these problems do not 
have to derail us. 

- Mark W. Garner 

"Each of you should look not 
only to your own interests, but 
also to the interests of others." 

_Philippians 2:4 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
tea, toothpaste, tooth brushes, deodorant, 
saltine crackers, small instant coffee, cann~d 
vegetables, peanut butter, baby food. 

Ladies , 
Please be reminded of the upcoming Sunday 
morning Ladies Bible class to begin Sunday, 
Sept. 7th .. We will be studying from 
The Purpose Driven Life by Ric~ Warren. It is 
highly recommended that you secure a copy of 
the book. They ~re available at,Sam's Club for • 
$11. If you need a book and do not have a 
Sam's membership, please contact Frances 
Tibbs or Lora Bradley. This is going to be an 
excellent class! As a result of God's hand at 
work in the lives of the women at Northland, 
we are now branching out into new areas of 
Women's Ministry. All the sisters in the body 
are invited to the 1st meeting of the Christian 
Women's Fellowship on Thursday, Sept. 18th 
at 7 p.m. in the annex. The purpose of this 
group is to encourage unity among the sisters, 
build up the body of Christ a11d to grow in our 
outreac;:h to the community. We want every 
sister to be a part of making plans for future 
ministries at Northland. Any questions see 
Mary Kay, Frances or Lora. 

New Address 
Charles and Sabrina Gibson 
4784 Albany Park br. New Albany, 43054 
Phone# 775-0901 

Calendar 

September 
7 Fall Bible Classes Begin 
7 'All Groups At Building 5:30 p.m. 
17 50's-Plus Meeting 
1 7 See You At The Pole 
1 9-21 Mari on Youth Retreat 
21 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
26-28 Marrieds Retreat 

Youth Announcements 
An evening of school prayer is scheduled for 
Sept. 11th. All adults are encouraged to partici
pate. We will break up into small groups and 
travel to each of the schools our students at
tend. While there we will pray over the school 
and for the students attending there. Sign up 
sheet on the youth bulletin board. 
See You At The Pole is Sept. 17th. It would be 
great for 2 adults to be at each school that our 
students are attending. A sign up sheet is on 
the youth bulletin board. 
Marion Youth Retreat will be Sept. 19-21. Sign 
up list is on the youth bulletin board. Registra
tion fee of $20 needs to be turned in to Troy by 
Sept. 14th. 

Contributions· 
Last Week $2229 I Avg YTD $5409 

Russia $172 AvgYTD " $22.1 

Youth Min. $40 AvgYTD $218 

Services 
So11day Bible SWdy 
Sun_clay Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Everilng 

9:30 am 
10:30 3111 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Toml:famhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy .Estep 
Mike Bjpes, ~ay Thome, CHarlie Yates 

11orthlandchurcfiofi:hrlSt.com 

Deacons: 8-rian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn: Cham_paey, Kevin Chiving~on 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawren:Ce, Tohn Lindsay, 
Jack Mauersberg, B~ryl McMasterrs, .Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike R!P_es, Tom ffam~atdt, Troy Blair 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Not Just A Fort 

A minister was talking with an Army officer. During the discus

sion, the officer pointed with pride to a certain defen~e installa

tion: ."That fortress," he exclaimed with pride, "will withstand al

most any attack that may be made upon it. Yo~ see, this is not 

just a fort. It's a fortress." 

The minister asked the officer t~ explain the difference between a 

fort and a fortress. The officer replied: "A fort is one fort, while a 
~ ' 

fortress is two or more forts." 

This reminded the minister of Psalm 91 :2: "/will say of the Lord, 

He is my refuge and my fortress; my God; in Him will I trust." 

"You see," he explained to the Army man, "God is a strong for

tress - God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy ,Spirit - a 

trinity of forts placed at every angle to protect me from the enemy 

of my soul, Satan. Yes, God is a triune fortress!" 

C. Shuler, via Sparks 

(Adapted in Pulpit Helps) 

I will say of the Lord, 
"He is my refuge and my fort:tess, 

my God; in whom I tntst." 
Psalm·9J:2 



Ser11ing 6od 

FAMOUS LAST WORDS 

Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit. - Luke 23:46 

Famous last words. These are the things that people say at the end of their lives. Elizabeth I, the QlJeen of 
England who died in 1603, said, "All my possessions for a moment of time." 

Or how about General John Sedgwick, a Union Commander during the Civil War, who said as he rode his 
horse along the front lines, "They couldn't hit an elephant at this dist. ... " 

Thomas Hobbes, writer, said, "I am about to take my last voyage, a great leap in the dark." 

Scripture possesses its share of famous last words. The words of Jacob to his sons (Genesis 49:1-33), 
David's advice to Solomon (1 Kings 2:1-12), and the seven utterances of the Lord from the cross (Luke 
23:34, 43; John 19:26-27, et al). 

One day each of us is going to declare his final words. There is no telling what might come from our lips 
during those concluding moments yet there are some words that are highly unlikely: 

1. "I wish I would have amassed more worldly goods." Seldom, if ever, has anyone on his deathbed, 
regretted not saving· more earthly goods. We brought nothing into this world and it is certain that we can 
carry nothing out (1 Timothy 6:8). Sadly, most folks don't recogn'ize the validity of these truths until it is too 
late. On one's deathbed the only thing that will matter is the condition of your soul. 

2. "I wish I would have sinned more." The Bibfe teaches us that sin is pleasurable, at least for a season 
(Hebrews 11 :25) . Although such activity has its share of "good times" and "pleasures", it ultimately leads to 
de~th (Romans 6:23). Sin separates a man from G,od. A life of sin leads to hardship and emptiness (Proverbs 
13:15). Never will such a reality be more apparent than when a person reaches life's end. 

j 

3. "I wish I would have worshipped and served God less." We are imperfect beings; our lives will have 
their share of regrets. Yet, there are certain . things that will never lead to remorse. Worshipping God in _ 
spirit and in truth will never lead to regret Oohn 4:24). A life characterized by pure and undefiled religion 
will r:iever lead to remorse Oames 1 :17). Serving and worshipping God pays eternal dividends. Godliness 
has promise for the life that now is and that which is to come. 

What will our last words be? Of course, we cannot know for certain what we will say when it is time to 
leave this earthly life. However, we can know this, our last words will most likely reflect how we lived 
before God. Therefore let us live every moment before Him in a way that counts for eternity and we can 
join Joseph Addison in saying, "See in what peace a Christian can die." 

- Bill Burk, adapted; from the Verse A Week Club 
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6rowth In Jes11s 

CONTEND FOR THE FAITH 
LESSONS FROM JUDE 

Week Six 
The Importance of Having a Purpose 

(Jude 1:12b-13) 

They are clouds without rain, b,lown along by 
the wind; autumn tree's, without fruit and 
uprooted - twice dead. They are wild waves of 
the sea, foaming up their shame~ wandering 
stars, for whom blackest darkness is reserved 
forever. . (Jude 1: 12b-13) 

Jude now gets to the h~art of the problem with 
these erring believers: they have lost sight of 
their purpose. Every human was created to seek 
and know God. Whenever a human imagines a 
different purpose, be it to accumulate wealth, to 
earn praise from other persons, to live a life of 
ease, or any other, his or her life becomes 
pointless and futile. Living for the wrong 
purpose cannot bring anything in the fong run 
but frustration and insecurity. This is the heart of 
the fight that God has called us to join - an 
eternal conflict between those who accept that, 
because God made us, his wisdom is supreme, 
and those who know that God created them, but 
who think that they (or some other humans) 
know better than God. 

Jude illustrates this using metaphors from nature 
that show the futility' and disorder that come 
when anything or anyone rejects its purpose. 
The illustrations warn us that we· too, if we lose 
sight of who we are, become aimless and 
irrelevant. For example, a tree that loses its roots 
and does not bear its fruit in season is a pointless 

3 

object - it is twice dead, because it cannot 
nourish itself or' otherso This tree, unfortunately, 
is representati~e of too many believers. Many 
believers will no~ grow roots through diligent 
prayer, Bible study, and fellowship. So they 
cannot bear fruit that will last, although they 
may (like the rocky soil) show some short-term 
results. 

Then we have the exar:nple· of a star or plane,t 
that leaves its proper orbit, and thus wanders off 
into the darkness forever. Celestial bodies have 
all been put in their own place (by God, of 
course) .and given their designated orbit. It 
would be unnatural and incomprehensible for 
one of them to choose to wander off on its own. 
It is just as inappropriate for humans to think that 
they have better plans for their lives than God 
does, since God' also created humans and 
"determined the times set for them and the exact 
places where they should live" (Acts 17:26). 

We are called to accept our position as having 
been created by God. He knows us better than 
we know ourselves, he knows what we need 
and how best to supply our needs. It is 
dangerous to think "I know what's best for me", 
because we usually don't, whereas God"always 
does. Thinking that we can go off on our owr:i 
will result in insecurity and darkness; accepting 
God as Creator and Master will bring the truest 
rewards of God 's grace. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The food pantry is in need of the following: 
tea, toothpaste, tooth brushes, deodorant, 
saltine crackers, small instant coffee, canned 
vegetables, peanut butter, baby food. 

Hospitalized 
Ivana Osei-Sarpong is still in Children's Hospi
tal, room 6114. 
Bill Burns in in Riverside Hospital, room 8254 
with serious problems with his leg. 

Married's Retreat 
The married's retreat is in 3 weeks. The re
mainder of the money is due now. Please see 
Perry after services today. 

Welcome 
Linda Hancock placed membership Sunday. 
Her address is 1689 Pin Oak Dr., Columbus 
43229. Phone 841-9103. 

Ladies 
C1n Thursday, September 18th at 7 p.m. we will 
have our first Christian Women's Fellowship 
meeting. Women of all ages are invited to 
come out 'as we make plans to strengthen and 
develop the women's ministry here at North
land. Please see Mary Kay Barozzini, Leisha 
Evans or Frances Tibbs if you have any ques
tions. 

Calendar 

September 
17 50's Plus Meeting 
17 See You At The Pole 
19-2·1 Marion Youth Retreat 
21 · 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
26-28 Marrieds Retreat 

A Hymn of, Marriage 
The question is asked, "Is there anything more 
beautiful in life than a boy and a girl clasping 
clean hands and pure hearts in the path of mar
riage?" And the answer is given. "Yes there is a 
more beautiful thing. It is the spectacle of an 

·old man and an old women finishing their jour
ney together on that path. Their hands are 
gnarled, but still clasped, their faces are 
seamed, but still radiant; their hearts are tired 
and owed down, but still strong. They have 
proved the happiness of marriage and have vin
dicated it from the jeers of cynics." 

-"The Lords Way" 

Contributions 
last Week $8214 Avg YTD $5487 

Russia $257 AvgYTD $222 

Youth Min. $465 I AvgYTD $225 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Alien, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hjpes, ~Y' Thome,_ Charlie Yates 

northlandchurehofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Kevin Chivington 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, John Lindsay, 
Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt, Troy Blair 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Some Things Money Can't Buy 

The story is told of a professor was gave a big test one day to his 
students. He handed out all of the tests and went back to his 
desk to wait. Once the test was over, the students al I handed the 
tests back ino 

The professor noticed that one of the students had attached a 
$100 bill to his test with a note saying "A dollar per point." 

' 
The next class the professor handed the tests back out. This 
student got back his test score and $64 change. 

I . 

We live in a world where virtually anything can be bought with 
money. It's important to be reminded every now and then that 
there are some things that money can't buy. 

".o .. Conduct yourselves throughout-the time of your stay here in 
fear; knowing that you were not' redeemed with corruptible 
things, like silver or gold, from you(-aimless conduct received by 
tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish ~nd without spot." 
(I Peter 1 : 1 7b-1 9) ~~ 

- Alan Smith, White House (Tennessee) Church of Christ 

"For you know that it was not with perish
able things such as silver or gold that you 
were redeemed from the empty way of life 
handed down to you from your forefathers, 

but with the precious' blood of Christ, a lamb 
without blemish or defect." 

1Peter1:18-19 



Ser11ing 6od 

"THE BALM OF GILEAD" 

"Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then is there no healing for the wound of 
my people?" Jeremiah 8:22· 

When I was a pastor, I often did the children's sermon. In one sermon, I used the word 11balm." To help 
demonstrate my point, I stopped on my way to church and bought enough chap sticks to make sure each 
child received one. I asked the kids if they knew what a balm was. None of them did. Then I asked the 
adults the same question. None of them knew, either. 'So I asked the children if they knew what an 
ointment was. None knew. I asked the adults the same question. Only a few of them knew. 

I was not surprised that the children didn't know what a balm was, but I was surprised that the ~du Its didn't 
know. Gilead was an Israelite city that was attacked by the Ammonites. The residents pleaded for mercy 
and offered to serve the Ammonites. The Ammonite leader accepted their offer, but the men would have 
to pay a high price: the right eye of each would be put out. 

Not surprisingly, t~ey wanted some time to think about it. They asked for and received seven days..:. 
enough time for God to use Saul to put an army together to destroy the Ammonites. Saul and his sons 
were later buried in Gilead. The Israelites would aJways remember Gilead as a place where God brought 
comfort and deliverance. 

But time passed and things changed. Now the Israelites were on the verge of destruction. Their 
disobedience had brought them to this place and this time there would be no comfort or deliverance. 
Jeremiah was desperately seeking God's intervention. It would not come. 

So many people today are searching for that proverbial balm in Gilead. They're looking for something to 
take the pain and hurts of life away. Some use drugs. Others alcohol. Many shop around for a 
relationship with someone that will bring comfort to their lives. Anything to numb the pain. But just ljke 
the country music singer that was looking for love in all the wrong-places, we're often looking for comfort 
and healing in the wrong places as well. We'll find it in the same place the Israelites could have found it -
in obedience to God. Disobedience was what led them to the verge of destruction. · 

Sometimes we make the mistake of believing that the balm we're seeking will come when we give our 
hearts to Jesus. But we'll find it only when we give our lives to Jesus as well as our hearts. And that means 
walking with him in constant obedjence. When we do that, comfort and healing will flow over ou~ lives. 

Prayer: Our Father, help us to give our lives as well as our hearts to you. Remind us that your presence 
can do for -our broken hearts what an ointment can do for our bodies. Help us to learn how to be obedient 
to your will. Amen. 

Tony Johnson, Chosen Word Ministries (Hampton, Virginia) 
Via Pulpit Helps 
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6rowth /11 Jesus 

,CONTEND FOR THE FAITH 
LESSONS FROM JUDE 

Week Seven 
The Certainty of Judgment (Jude 1:14-16) 

Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied 
about these men: "See, the Lord is coming 
with thousands upon thousands of his holy 
ones to judge everyone, and to convict all the 
ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have 
done in the ungodly ·way, and of all the harsh 
words ungodly sinners have spoken against 
him." These men are grumblers and 
faultfinders; they follow their own evil desires; 
they boast about themselves and flatter others 
for their own advantage.- (Jude 1: 14-16) 

Jude follows his description of these trouble
making false teachers by emphasizing the 
certainty .of God ·taking action against them. 
As we contend for the faith, it is of great value 
to know that our God and Savior has foreseen 
all events, and h.as plans for everything that 
may arise. Unlike the earthly causes tha:t so 
many persons fight for, ours is guaranteed to 
be a winning cause. Even though you or I -
may suffer in the battle, we shall be the 
winners when Jesus returns. (Note that the 
quote ih this verse comes from the ancient 
book of Enoch, which is not part of the Bible, 
but which was familiar to the Jews and 
Christians of jude's day. It is the reference he 
had in mind in verse 4 when he said "written 
about long ago".) 

Jude presents us here with a vision of the 
future that will make us look ahead with joy, if 
we are devoted-to seeing God honored by his 
creation. The day will come when Jesus 
himself wll 1 come, not only to be revealed, 
but also to set everything right. All the 
ungodliness that we have to endure, _all the 
evil deeds that seem to go unpunished, all of 
these will be revealed for what they are when 
Jesus returns. And if Jesus himself can wait for 
many years until his Father tells him it is time 
to return, so that he can at last receive the 
praise that is due him, then surely we can 
endure for our short lifetimes as we wait for 

~ Jesus to be revealed to the world. 

3 

Connected with these thoughts _ is Jude's 
criticism of the self-indulgent practice of 
habitual grumbling and faultfinding. The 
original text makes clear that they do not just 
criticize from time to time, as we all have a 
tendency to do, but that they are always 
actively looking for things to crit_icize. While 
there will be times when we will have to 
correct ·someone or point out a shortcoming, 
we should avoid habitually having a list of 
criticisms for the church or its members, since 
that risks falling into the ungodly behavior that 
Jude criticizes here. 

As this verse points out, the ungodly will also 
misuse their tongues in other ways (see also 
James 3). Speech is one of the gifts God has 
given us - let's m~ke sure to use it, not to 
satisfy oursel\,'.es, but to edify others arid to 
praise God. 

- Mark Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
tea, toothpaste, tooth brushes, deodorant, 
saltine crackers, small instant coffee, canned 
corn, baby food. 

Nurses Needed 
Cherith Care Center at Willow-brook is looking 
for nurses with GREAT BIG HEARTS for this 
kind and gentle nursing home that is founded 
on faith and values. We are hoping to find a 
caring nurse for the full time 11 pm to 7 am 
shift and a part time nurse for the 3 pm to 11 
pm shift. If you would like to learn more about 
this truly wonderful place, please contact 
Nicole Ketron, administrator of Cherith Care 
Center at 740-369-0048. 
Www.willow-brook.org 

Real Signs Ori Church Property 
A singing group 'called "The Resurrection" was 
scheduled to sing at a church. When a big 
snowstorm postponed the performance, the 
pastor fixed the outside sign to read, "The 
Resurrection is postponed." 

When the restaurant next to the Lutheran 
church put out a big sign with red letters that 
said, "Open Sundays" the church reciprocated 
with its own message: "We are open Sundays, 
too." 

Calendar 

September 
19-21 Mari on Youth Retreat 
21 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
26-28 Marrieds Retreat 

October 
1 50's Plus 
5 Deacons Meeting 8:00 
5 All Groups Meet At Building 
l3 Columbus Day Observed 
15 50's Plus Meeting · 
19 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
26 Daylight Savings Time Begins 

Missing Towels! 
The towels in the annex kitchen have disap~ 
peared. If you have them at home to wash, 
great! Please return them immediately. Our an
nex is being used by different groups each 
week. We need to keep the towel drawer sup
plied with clean towels and wash rags at all 
times. 

Contributions 
Last Week ·$5426 I Avg YTD $5486 

Russia $212 I Avg YTD $221 

Youth Min. $133 AvgYTD $223 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sonday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 Pm 
7:00 pm 

El<!ers: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Kevin Chivington, 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, John Lindsay, 
Jack Mau'ersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt, Troy Blair 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Buzzards, Bats And Bumblebees 

If you put a buzzard in a pen that is 6 feet by 8 feet and is en
tirely open at the top, the bird, in spite of its ability to fly, will be 
an absolute prisoner. The reason is that a buzzard always begins 
a flight from the ground· with a run of 10 to 12 feet. Withoµt 
space to run, as is its habit, it will not even attempt to fly, but will 
remain a prisoner for life in a small jail with no top. 

The ordinary bat that flies around at night, a remarkably nimble 
creature in the air, cannot take off from a level place. If it is 

laced on the floor or flat ground, all it can do is shuffle about 
elplessly and, no doubt; painfully, until it reaches some slight 

elevation from which it can throw itself into the air. Then, at 
once, it takes off like a flash. 

A bumblebee, if dropped into an open tumbler, will be there un
'til it dies, unless it is taken out. It never sees the means of escape 
at the top, but persists in trying to find some way out through the 
sides near the bottom. It will seek a··way where none exists, until 
it completely destroys itself 

' 
In many way_s, there are lots of people like the buzzard, the bat, 
and the bumblebee. They are struggling about with all their 
problems and frustrations, not ever realizing that the answer is 
right there "Above" them. 

- Author Unknown, via Berean Spirit 

"Set your minds on things above, 
not on earthly things." 

Colossians 3:2 



Ser11ing 6od 
PRAYER AND FASTING 

"When you fast. .. " (Matt. 6: 16). 

The Word of God teaches that fasting has been practiced from earliest times. The 
patriarchs and the prophets of the Old Testament fasted and-the New Testament r-eveals 
that the Lord Jesus and the apostles also fasted. Let us consider three statements that 
Jesus employed to show the outworking of the life of righteousness: 

- 1. The Purpose of Fasting: "when you fast. .. " (v. 16). While fasting has to do with 
the idea of abstaining from food, it is not essentially limited to this. The word, as 
employed in the New Testament, seerhs to suggest all forms of self-denial and 
therefore has an ultimate spiritual purpose. This purpose is personal examination 
and humiliation in the presence of God for prayer and a deeper experience of His_ 
presence and power Uoel 2:12-14; Acts 13:1-3). 

. 2. The Practice of Fasting: " ... do not appear to men to be fasting, but to your 
Father ... II (v. 18). Here we learn that fasting must be practiced sensibly and 
secretly. The Old Testament prescribed a regular fast day in the year (Lev.

1

16), but 
the Jews imposed upon themselves two fast days a week - Mondays and 
Thursdays. Christians should fast when the occasion calls for this holy discipline 
(1 Cor. 4:5; 2 tor. 6:5; 11 :24). 

3. The Profitableness of Fasting: " ... your Father who sees in secret will reward you 
openly" (v. '18). There can be no fasting without a life pf purposefulness and 
prayerfulness. The prophetess, Anna, 11 

••• served Cod with fastings and prayers 
night and day 11 (Luke 2:37). If we are going to be holy men and women, then the 
ministry of praying and fasting must have a place in our lives. Our self
centeredness and affluent lifestyles cry out for discipline, sacrifice, and time for 
God and His Word. 

Thrust: 
Fasting calls for sacrifice, 
If we long to seek God's face; 
So we pay whate' er the price, 
To exalt the Throne of grace; 

2 

Stephen F. Olford, 
In Pulpit Helps 

Growth In Jes11s 

CONTEND FOR THE FAITH' 
LESSONS FROM JUDE 

Week Eight: A Battle of Wills (Jude 1:17-19) 

But you, dear friends, remember what the 
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. They 
said to you, "In the ' last times there will be 
scoffers who will fallow their own ungodly 
desires." These are the men who divide you, 
who follow mere natural. instincts and do not 
have ~he Spirit. (Jude 1: 17-19) 

Having warned us against following our own 
will rather than God's, Jude now starts to turn to 
the right things to do, think, and say. First of all, 
he asks us to remember that God foresees all of 
our problems and has everything under control. 
No matter how unsettled we may' become by 
the disruptions caused by the rebellious, God · is 
not surprised, nor is he incapable of responding. 
God wants us to know that he has always 
known the fight we would face, and he also 
foresaw the specific problems. 

The quote here (which can be compared with 2 
Peter 3:3) focuses once more on the 
fundamental causes of so many difficulties - the 
feeling, common to so many self-deluded 
persons, that one's own will is superior to God is. 
This mistaken perspective leads inevitably to the 
spirit of hardness and mockery that Jude 
describes. Because so .many persons 
erroneously think that it is refined or 
sophisticated to be mocking and cynical (when, 
in fact, it actually betrays deep insecurity), this is 
a common problem that Christians have to 
·endure from those around them. The point here 

3 

is not just to critique the erring, but to reassure 
us that even this kind of opposition cannot 
defeat God. 

It is helpful to try to understand why God 
permits such attitudes to last as Jong as they 'do. 

I 

Surely God does not enjoy the way that humans 
mock him and his plans, since we know from 
many Scriptures how much it hurts and 
disappoints him that most human beings won't 
follow him. It is important for us to try to adopt 
God's own perspective on this matter, To. God, 
two things override any anger or any desire to 
punish such individuals immediately. First, his 
love for these persons themselves makes him 
reluctant to do anything to harm them (consider, 
for example, Jesus washing Judas's feet right 
before Judas handed him over to death). And 

I 

second, the joy that God gets from those who 
genuinely seek him, even if.they are very few, so 
outweighs the rebellion of all the , others that 
God loves his entire creation on their account. 

hi the following verse (verse 20), we are given 
both the antidote to the problems caused by 
mockers (and the other straying believers we 
have met in Jude's letter) and also the way to 
keep ourselves from ever becoming like them. 
Staying in God's love is the best way to avoid 
the pain that selfish persons cause to others, and 
also to avoid the insecurity and emptiness that 
they inflict on themselves. Jude next continues 
by elaborating on how we can remain in God's 
love. · 

- Mark Garner 



Family Information 

Food'Panby 
The food panby is in need of the following: 
tea, toothpaste, tooth brushes, deodorant, 
saltine crackers, small instant coffee, canned 
mm, baby food vegetables. 

Teachers Needed 
We are in desperate need of teachers for the 
cradle roll class on Wednesday and Sunday 
during worship. It is for the 2 and 3 year olds 
for 9:30 and 11:15. Please see Mike or Leisha 
Evans if you can help. 

Youth Announcanents 
You will notice a stack of"Love Grams" on the 
table in the foyer. Please take a few and spend . 
a few minutes this week writing a note of en
couragement to a brother or sister. Tliere will ' 
be a box to deposit completed love grams into 
on the table this '{Veek. Each Sunday morning 
after services, the youth group will be distribut
ing the "Love Grams". This was the excellent 
idea of Kim Gale. 

40 Year Celebration 
Fishinger and Kenny Roads Church of Christ is 
celebrating 40 years of service at Fishinger and 
Kenny Roads with an anniversary event the 
weekend of October 4+5. See bulletin board 
for more info. 

Hospitalized 
Bill Burns is in Riverside Hospital. He had 
surgery last Tuesday. He is in room 8266. 

. 

Calendar 

Sepbmber 
26-28 Marrieds Retreat 

October 
1 50's Plus 
5 Deacons Meeting 8:00 
5 All Groups Meet At Building 
13 Columbus Day Observed 
15 50's Plus Meeting 
19 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
26 Daylight Savings Time Begins 

Who I Am! 
I am a son of God and one in Christ. 
(Gal. 4 :26) 
I am a prisoner of Christ._(Eph. 3:1) 
I am righteous and holy. (Eph. 4:24) 
I am a citizen of heaven, seated in heaven 
right no\t\I. (Phil. 3:20) 
I am hidden with Christ in God. (Col. 3:3) 
I am chosen of God, holy and dearly loved. 
(Col. 3:12) 
I am a holy partaker of a heavenly calling. 
(Heb.3:1) . 

Contributions 
Last Week $6343 I Avg YTD $5508 

Russia $232 I Avg YTD $222 

Youth Min. $200 I Avg YTD $222 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am 
Sunday Woiship Service 10:30 am 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates · 

Sunday Evening 5:30 pm 
Wednesday Evening 7:00 pm 

ROlthlandchurddam 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, fohn Bradley, Lynn Champney, Kevin Chivingtoil, 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, John Lindsay, 
Jack Mauer:sberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morri 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt, Troy Blair 

Northland-Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A Dedicated Father 

How dedicated are you as a parent? Do you ever feel you're just kill
ing time until your children grown and out of the house? Do your chil
dren seem to be an inconvenience to you? Do days, weeks, or months 
pass by without any meaningful instruction, guidance; or training? 

Consider one family I once read about. Each year on the boy's birth
day, he runs to the mailbox with anticipation of reading· a letter that is 
addressed to him from his father. He's been doing this .every year for 
as long as he can remember. What's so special about this letter is that 
this little boy has never met his father. You see, this boy's father died 
from cancer prior to his birth. However, the father, in spite of his limi-' 
tations, wanted to be the best father to his s6n that he possibly could 
be. So, before he died, he wrote 18 birthday letters to his son and left 
instructions with his wife to see to it that these letters were mailed each 
year. He also wrote a couple special letters for when his son turned 
sixteen and would begin driving, graduation, and for when he was to 
be married. These letters were letters of instruction, advice, counsel, 
and love from a father who took parenting seriously. 

You have to Love the heart of this father, and you can understand why 
this boy runs to the mailbox to receive his letters. How special and 

~ how treasured the words of this boy's father must be to him. But it 
~ should be no different with those of you who are reading this and who 
E have been blessed with good health. The words of instruction, train
:;i ing, counsel, and love that you can give daily.are just as important to 
<'Ii' your children. It may not seem like it at the present, but as your chil
..-. dren grow and develop into adults, they too, will treasure the instruc
~ tion, counsel, and love that you -offered them, which also helped to 
.a mold them into who they will be. 
i 

May we all learn from a father who was not blessed in the same way 
CW> we have been blessed, but who did the best he could to be the best fa-
8 ther he could be to his son . . 
C'f 
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- Steve Higginbotham, Glasgow, Kentucky 



Seft!ing 6od 

WORSHIP FROM THE HEART 

A little boy asked his father what was the highest number he had ever counted. Replying that he 
didn't know, the father asked his son his highest number. It was 973. 

"Why did you stop there?" wondered the father. 

"Because church was over." 
I 

I suspect that you have probably sat through ·worship services where your mind was focused on 
something just as trivial rather than on God. It's easy to let the mind wander. "I can't wait to see 
the ball game this afternoon." "I wonder what we're having for lunch." "I've never noticed 
before that the carpet down there is starting to unravel a bit." Is it any wonder that we so often 
leave the worship assembly with the feeling that it wasn't very meaningful? 

Worship shm,1ld be a time when we are confronted with the majesty and glory of God. As we 
reflect on God's power, we realize how much we need Him in our times of weakness. As we 
reflect on God's. wisdom, we realize how much we need Him in our times of indecision. As we 
reflect on God's holiness, we are made aware of our own sinfulness, and the need for forgiveness. 
As we reflect on God's love, we realize the effort God has gone to to make that forgiveness 
available. 

It's not a ritual we go through . every week. It is an opportunity to express our praise to the One 
who means more to us than all the earth. As we truly worship and Pl"Clise God from the heart, we 
become more aware of how much we want to live close to Him. We leave with the challenge to 
"be holy as He is holy." 

"For the LORD is great and greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all gods. For all the 
gods of the peoples· are idols, But the LORD made the heavens. Honor and majesty are before 
Him; Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary. Give to the LORD, 0 families of the peoples, 
Give to the LORD glory and strength. Give to the LORD . the .glory due His name; Bring an 
offering, and come into His co.urts: Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness! Tremble 
before Him, all the earth." (Psalm 96:4-9) 

- Alan Smith, White House (Tennessee) Church of Christ 
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6rowth In Jesus 

CONTEND FORTHEFAITH 
LESSONS FROM JUDE 

Week Nine 
Keeping Oursehles in God's lme 

ClEe 1:20-21) 

But you, dear friend$, build yourselves up in 
your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit. 
Keep yourselves in God's love as you wait for 
the mercy of our Lord Je9.Js Christ to bring you 
to eternal life . .{Jude 1:20-21) 

Jude continues to encourage us to build secure 
foundations that will enable \ us to contend 
fearlessly for the faith. And what a lot of 
wisdom is contained in just a rew words! We 
could study for many months about the advice 
in verses 20 and 21 alone. Note that all the 
specifics are tied together by the direction to 
keep ourselves in God's love. Knowing that we 
have security- in our relationship with God, 
knowing that we have the forgiveness of our sins 
as a guarantee, and knowing that God's love for 
us is based not on our own actions or 
knowledge, but on God's own perfect character, 
all of this helps us to be able to conduct our 
lives and ministries in a constructive way. So 

, Jude gives us some direction on remaining irt 
God's love. 

We see first that we are to build ourselves up in 
-our faith. It is impprtant to view our faith ~ 
continually growing and maturing, instead of 
thinking that once we have become Christians 
we have a sufficient degree of faith. Christians 
must constantly . be . striving for deeper 
understanding, more reasons to trust God, new 
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ways to express our faith and hope. Our faith 
will never &iJy the same; it will either grow or 
shrink (which is one reason why Jude urges us to 
contend for it). · 

We then see an exhortation to pray, and 
specifically to pray in the Spirit, who helps us in 
our prayers. God sent his Holy Spirit as a sign 
and promise of his presence. The Spirit lives_ in 
our: hearts now, to guarantee us our home with 
God forever. Our prayers are an important part 
of contending for the faith, but prayer is alien to 
our fleshly nature, because talking to someone. 
who has no physical presence seems unnatural: 
Even to many believers, prayer is either just a 
game or a good luck charm without deep 
meaning. So the Holy Spirit has been sent into 
the heart and mind of each believer, to help him 
or her to overcome the flesh's resistance to 
communicating with a spiritual being. 

Finally, we are given a vision of the goal that lies 
ahead. No Christian can fight joyfully for long 
without remembering where we are all going, 
and the joy that we stiall then have. We now 
taste a small portion of the things God has 
prepared for us, when we have the chance to 
share in spiritual blessings here on earth. , We 
should . make su~ to consider. the greater 
fulfillment of our spiritual needs and desires that 
we shall have in heaven. Remember that if we 
hope in Christ for this life alone, we are to be 
pitied (1 Corinthians 15:19). Always keep in 
sight the Day when we will be with God for 
ever. 

-Mark Gamer 



- ----------· - .. - . - ... ~ .-~~ ... - - . 

Family-/nff!rm11ti~~ . '.. 
Food . Pantry 

The food pantry is in need of the following: 
tea, toothpaste, tooth brushes, deodorant, 
saltine crackers, small instant coffee, carined 
juice, baby food, tea. 

Youth Announcements 
There is still a need for adults to staff the NYG 
Cafe on Friday evenings. Please sign up on the 
bulletin board across from Troy's ·office. 
Teens who wish to attend the North Central 
Ohio Bible Lectureships Youth Rally in Mans
field, Ohio please sign up on the bulletin 
board. 
A teacher is needed for the 5th & 6th grade 
class on Wednesday evenings. The curriculum 
is already set, just needs a facilitator. If you are 
interested, please contact Troy. 
Don't forget the Love Grams in the foyer. 
Due to late school sc:hedules, our week of · 
camp has been moved ahead one week. Our 
week will be June 13th-19th. Pl~ase be think
ing of how you wish to serve this week and be
ing praying for a great week now! 

Hospitalized 
Bill Burns is in Riverside Hospital. 

Gerald Hopkins had surgery last Thursday 

5 
,5 

13 
15 
19 
26 

October 
Deacons Meeting 8:00 
All Groups Meet At Building . 
Columbus Day Observed 
SO's Plus Meeting 
SO's Prus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Daylight Savings Time Begins 

Difference Between Strength And Courage 
It takes strength to be firm. 
tt takes strength to be gentle. 
It takes strength to stand guard. 
It takes courage to let down your guard. 
It takes strength to conquer. 
It takes courage to surrender. 
It takes strength to be certain. 
It takes courage to have doubt. 
It 'takes.strength to fit is. 

' It takes courage to stand out. 
It takes strength to feel a friend's pain. 
It takes courage to feel your own pain. 
It takes strength to hide feelings. 
It takes courage to show them. 
It takes strength to endure abuse. 

. -Author unknown 

Contributions 
last Week $5116 I Avg YTD $5498 

Russia $167 Avg YTD $220 

Youth Min. $145 Avg YTD $230 

Services Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Wol'Ship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
· 5:30 pm 
7:00pm 

ncirthlandchurchofchrist,com 

Mike Ripes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates · 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Kevin Chivington; 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans; Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, John Lindsay, 
Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt, Troy Blair 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cle\leland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475--0161 
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What is the difference between a home run and a pop up fly ball? 
As far as results are concerned, the dJfference is great. The one 
results i11 a run that may win the game while the other results in 
an out that may lose the game. But concerning cause, the differ
ence is very little - about one. inch. If the batter's swing had 
been about one inch higher it might have been a home run in
stead of a pop up fly. 

Jesus often indicated the importance of little things . . He said if we 
give a little one a cup of cold water in His name, we will be re-
. arded. He said that we will be justified or condemned by our 
words. And of course, you remember He pointed out that the 
widow's two mites constituted the greatest gift. 

A carefully chosen word spoken at just the right time, a smile, a 
tear, a firm handshake, a pat on the back, a helping hand in time 
of need, and a multitude of other "little things" are very important 
in this life. 

~ Jesus told the twelve as he ser;it them out, "Be ye therefore wise 
~ as serpents and harmless as doves." Let us then exercise all of 
~ the wisdom we can in even the "little," "ordinary" events of our 
;i daily lives. 
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From "The Lord's Way", Via Bulletin Digest 

''And if anyon'e gives even a 
cup of cold water to one of 

these little ones ... '' 
Matthew 10:42 



Ser11ing 6od 
The Tea Cup 

There was a couple who used to go to England to shop in the beautiful stores. They both liked antiques and 
pottery and especially teacups. This was their twenty-fifth 'wedding anniversary. One day in this beautiful 
shop they saw a beautiful teacup. They said, "May we see that? We've never seen one quite so beautiful." 

As the lady handed it to them, suddenly the teacup spoke . . "You don't understand," it said. "I haven't 
always been a teacup. There was a time when I was red, and I was clay. My master took me and rolled me 
and patted me over and over and I yelled out, "let me alone, but he only smiled, "Not yet. " 

"Then I was placed on a spinning wheel," the teacup said, "and suddenly I was spun around and around 
and around. "Stop it! I'm getting dizzy!" I screamed. But the master only nodded and said, 'Not yet.' Then 
he put me in the oven. I never felt such heat. I wondered why he wanted to burn me, and I yelled and 
knocked at the door. I could see him through the opening, and I could read his lips as He shook his head, 
"Not yet." ' · 

finally the door opened, he put me on the shelf, and I began to cool. "There, that's better," I said. And he 
brushed and painted me all over. The fumes were horrible. I thought I would gag. "Stop it, stop it!" I· cried. 
He only nodded, "Not yet." Then suddenly he put me back into the oven, not like the first one. This was 
twice as hot, and I knew I would suffocate. I begged ~ I pleaded. I screamed. I cried . All the time I could see 
him through the opening nodding his head saying, "Not yet." 

. . 
Then I knew there wasn't any hope. I would never make it. I was ready to give up. But the door opened, 
and he took me out and placed me on the shelf. One hour later he handed me a mirror and said, "Look at 
yourself. And I did. I said, "That's not me; that couldn't be me. It's beautiful. I'm beautiful." · 

"I want you to remember, then," he said, 'I know it hurts to be rolled and patted, but if I had left you alone, 
you'd have dried up. I know it made you dizzy to spin around on the wheel, but if I had stopped, you 
would have crumbled. I knew it hurt and was hot and disagreeable in the oven, but if I hadn't put ,YOU 

there, you would have cracked. 

I know the fumes were bad when I brushed and painted you all over, but if I hadn't done that, you never 
would have hardened; you would not have had any color in your life. And if I hadn't put you back in that 
second oven; you wouldn't survive for very long because the hardness would not have held. Now you are 
a finished product. You are what I had in mind when I first began with you." 

God knows what He's doing (for all of us). He is the Potter, and we are His clay. He will mold us and make 
us, so that we may be made into a flawless piece of work to fulfill His good, pleasing, and ~erfect will. 

- Author Unknown 
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Growth In Jesus 

CONTEND FOR THE FAITH 
LESSONS FROM JUDE 

Week Ten 
Some Practical Wisdom (Jude 1 :22-23) 

Be merciful to those who doubt; snatch others 
from the fire and save them; to others show 
mercy, mixed with fear - hating even the 
clothing stained by corrupted flesh. (Jude 
1:22.-23) 

Having given us some solid foundations to 
help us contend for the faith, Jude now turns . 
to how to contend for the faith in certain 
specific situat,ions. In particular, he wants us 
to think about the most godly ways to deal 
with the humans around us. ·Our goal in this 
spiritual fight is not to ta~e prisoners .or to 
conquer territory. Nor will our strategy and 
tactics be the same in all situations. We find 
here, once again, a great deal of practical 
wisdom compressed into a couple of verses. 
Here and elsewhere, we see that contending 
for the faith involves wise and sensitive 
treatment of others, whether they are on "our" 
side or not. 

We are to show mercy to those who doubt, 
just as Jesus did: "a bruised reed he will not 
break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff 
out" (Matthew 12:20). Doubters are not our 
enemies; the devil who is causing them to 
doubt is. So it is unreasonable and short
sighted to be harsh or unforgiving towards 
weak believers, no matter how much we who 
are "strong" may be exasperated by their lack 
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of faith or trust in God. In the gospels, Jesus 
dealt gently with thqse who knew they were 
"weak", but firmly with those who thought 
they were "strong". As . a church, do we 
emulate Jesus, or do we have it the other way 
around? 

Next, we are urged to save anyone whom we 
can snatch from the fire (this can refer both to 
believers and to unbelievers). One of the keys 
to putting this into practice is to see the 
situation just the way Jude describes it - that is, 
having the perspective of pulling someone 
away from a deadly peril. f. literal fire, of 
course, always provokes prompt action, but 
we often see spiritual threats (even in our own 
lives or in our own congregation) as less 
important. 

We are also alerted that there will be times 
when our mercy will have to be combined 
with fear. Remember that when Jesus sent out 
the Twelve he told them to be "as shrewd as 
snakes and as innocent as doves" (Matthew 
10:16). Nowhere does God ask that his 
believers - be easily fooled or easily taken 
advantage of. We must be aware of the 
nature of the world we live in, and of the evil 
that lives in human hearts. Notice, though, 
that God doesn't say to combine our mercy 
with hate, or with self-righteousness, but 
simply with an intelligent fear, that is, an 
awareness of the true nature of the opposition 
we face. 

- Mark Carner 



Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
tea, toothpaste, tooth brushes, deodorant, 
saltine crackers, small instant coffee, canned 
ju ice, baby food, tea, brown paper bags 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to the family 
of Kathleen Higgins. She passed away October 
3rd at Willow Brook. The funeral was Saturday~ I 

THE POSSESSIONS OF JESUS 
In the lifetime of Jesus we do not hear Him 
speak of: 

"my house," 
"my land~" 
"my farm," 
"my books," 
"my business," or 
"my money." 

·we do however, hear Him speak of: 
"my Father" 
"my friends" 
"my disciples" 
"my church" 
"my name" 
"my words" 
"my sheep" 
"my joy" 

It is significant that our example thought more 
of spiritual possessions than of material ones. 
Via Manhattan Messenger, Tampa, Fl. 

October 
13 Columbus Day Observed 
15 50's Plus Meeting 
18 Teen Bon Fire At The Gale's 
19 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
26 Daylight Savings Time Begins 

Teens 
The fall bonfire at the Gale residence is sched
uled for the 18th. Guys are to bring a two liter 
of their favorite beverage and gals are to bring 
their favorite snack. 
A change in the schedule for the NYG Cafe oc
curred this month. The Cafe will onJy be open 
on the first Friday evening of each month. 
Other area youth groups are planning Friday 
night activities for the other weeks. 

Contributions 
Last Week $5115 I Avg YTD $5498 

Russia $265 AvgYTD $221 

Youth Min. $252 AvgYTD $221 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday ~venlng 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Topi Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
-sdO pm 
7:00 pm 

northlandchurchofchrist..com 

Mike Hip,es, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates . 
Deacons: 13rian Arnold, J61m Bradley, i ynn Champney; Kevin Chiv.ington, 
Dar.rel! Estep~ Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, John {Jindsay; 
Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Monis 
Ervangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt, Troy Blair 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. C.Olumbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Two jars 

"The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth 
what is good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth 
what is evil; for his mouth sp~aks from that which fills his heart. -
Luke 6:45 

The preacher placed two identical jars on the .table next to the pul-' 
pit. 

He quoted 1 Samuel 16:7 "The Lord does not look at the things man 
looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks 
t the heart." 

"These jars came from the same factory, were made of the same ma
terials, and can hold the same amount. But 'they are different," he 
explained. Then he upset one and it oozed out honey. He turned 
over the other, and vinegar spilled out. 

"When a jar is upset, whatever is in it comes out. Until the jars were 
upset, they looked alike. The difference was within, and could not 
be seen. When they were upset, their contents were revealed . 

~ Until we are upset we put on a good front. But when we are upset, 
~ we reveal our innermost thoughts and attitudes. What if someone 
:i tipped you over today?? What would flow out?? 

N' 
""" Would you reveal the "honey" of grace and patience, or the e "vinegar" of anger and sarcasm? 

~ 
~ "Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a mul-

titude of sins.'' (1 Peter 4:8) -

S Have a terrific day knowing that the one who upsets you may be 
~ just looking for some honey - Don't give them vinegar! 

C\I .. 
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- Author Unknown, via the Verse A Week Club 



Serving 6od 
THE BUMPS ARE WHAT Y.OU CLIMB ON 

A little boy was leading his sister up a mountain path and the trail was rather difficult. 
The little girl complains:, "Why this isn;t a path at all', it's rocky and bumpy." And her 
brother replied, "Sure the bumps are what you climb on.'; 

That1s a remarkable piece of philosophy. What do you do with the bumps on your path 
of life? 

Recently w hile read ing the story ottee lacocca I was amazed at the success lie had eve11 
though the path he walked was full of b.umps. The pitfalls that he overcame were · 
inspiring to read for success only comes by climbing on the bumps. 

Hebrews is written to Christians who had been climbing th~ mountain and are weary 
from the bumps. The writer tells them the key to walking on the mountain tops ... Fix 
your eyes on Jesus. 

Don't let IHe get you down . . Don't allow the rough pathway to cause you to take a 
detour or rest or go back. Fix your eyes on Jesus and you will be able to climb on the 
bumps. 

One day Charlie Brown was complaining because his team always lost their game. Lucy 
tried to console him by saying, "Remember, Charlie Brown, you learn more from your 
defeats than you do from your victories." And Charlie Brown replied, "That makes me 
the smartest nian in the world!" 

God puts balance in our lives - the good with the bad. The key is to not look at 
ourselves, our circumstances, our troubles, or the bumps in the road - but "fix your eyes 
on Jesus" and the bumps will be what you climb on. 
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Randy Armstrong 
Wichita, KS, from "The Lord's Way" 

Growth In Jesus 

CONTEND FOR THE FAITH 
LESSONS FROM JUDE 

Week Eleven: God Can Do It (Jude 1 :24-25) 

To him who is able to keep you from falling 
and to present you before his glorious 
presence without fault and with great joy - to 
the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, 
power;crrrchruthurity, th1ough Jesus Christ-out 

. Lo~d, before all ages, now and forever more! 
Amen. (Jude 1 :24-25) 

At last, Jude gets to close his letter about 
contending for the faith with what he wanted 
to express· all along - praise for God and his 
salvation. There are some wonderful things · 
waiting for us after we have finished our 
struggles on this earth, and there are some 
wonderful assurances that we can have with 
us now. We will someday enjoy God forever, 
and even now, as we struggle through our 
earthly lives, we can rejoice in knowing him. 

God assures us that he does have the power to 
keep us from stumbling. This is meant to 
address some of the fundamental insecurities 
that Christians have. Many believers spend a 
lot of time trying to convince themselves that 
they themselves have the power (ihrough 
good character, knowledge, or hard effort) to 
keep themselves from falling. They try hard to 
be able to say "I can do it! You can do it! We 
can do it!" None of this is true, and so the 
attempt to believe that we are strong in 
ourselves leads to nothing but more insecurity 
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and tjoubt. We ought instead to base our 
confidence on God's power, God 's nature, 
and God's wisdom. God can do it! 

When we take the center of attention off of 
ourselves, and begin to study and examine 
God's character and his ability to protect us, 
we realize how many reasons we have to be 
confident. If believers would spend a little 
less time analyzing their own character and 
behavior, and would spend a little more time 
thinking and studying about God's nature and 
characte1, ti 1ey-woul-d--ftnd--a-lot--more-reasons-
to be confident and joyful in their lives and 
ministries. 

So, in Jude's letter we see a balance. 
Remember that he started out wanting to do 
nothing but rejoice in salvation, but he 
realized that first he needed to alert us to some 
serious problems. So it was (ana is) necessary 
to study and to deal with the problems that 
human weakness causes for the church. We 
have to be aware of the problems we will 
face, where they come from, and how to 
respond to them. But in so doing, let us 
always, like Jude, never lose track of the 
positive things to which we are looking 
forward when we are done. Let us keep 
coming back to the glorious character of our 
God, to the wisdom and majesty of his 
purposes and plans, to the perfection of all his 
ways, ahd to the joy in which we shall all 
share when we go home to be in his presence, 
forever. 

- Mark Carner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
tea, deodorant, saltine crackers, small instant 
coffee, canned juice, baby food, tea, brown 
paper bags. 

Ladies Ministry 

Calendar 

October 
19 50's .Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
26 Daylight Savings Time Begins 

November 
2 All Groups Meet At Building 

(Food Following) 
5 50's Plus Meeting The next Ladies Ministry meeting is 

November 6th at 7:00 p.m. in the Annex. 
Ladies, please mark your calendars and 
plan to attend. 

6 Ladies Ministry Meeting-7:00 p.m. 

Epitaph Of The One Who Was Right 
Here lies the body of John G. Jay 

In The Annex 
8 Leadership Meeting 
16 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
19 50's Plus Meeting 
21-22 Belpre Youth Rally 
23 Harvest Sunday 

He dies defending his right-of-way 
He was right, dead right, · 

26 No P.M. Classes~Devo In Auditorium 
27 Thanksgiving 

As he sped along. 
But, now he is Just as dead 

30 Services At Willowbrook 2:00 p.m. 

As if he had be.en dead wrong. 
-Author Unknown 

Words To Ponder 
God Himself does not propose to judge a man 
until he is dead, so why should you? 
Coincidence is when God chooses to remain 
anonymous. 
The task ahead of us is never as great as the 
Power behind us. 
You can tell how big a person is by what it 
takes to discourage him. 

30 Area Wide Worship 

Contributions 
last Week $5789 I Avg YTD 

Russia $214 I Avg YTD 

-"Pulpit Helps" I Youth Min. $250 AvgYTD 

Services Eide~: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Ripes, Ray Thorne, Charlie Yates 

$5496 

$221 

$222 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Kevin Chivington, 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, John Lindsay, 
Jack Mauers~erg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt, Troy Blair 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cle\leland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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To God Be The Glory 
"Now to our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen" 
(Phil. 4:20). 

The Apostle's closing thought on Radiant Christian Living (the message 
of the letter to the Philippians) calls forth this doxology. How could he 
be silent before his God and Father; his Creator and Redeemer? Yes, 
our God deserves: · 

Unrivaled Glory: "Now to our God and Father be the (the 
original has the article here) glory ... " Glory must be ascribed to 
God alone. The word "glory" signifies an opinion or an esti
mate. The measure of our opinion or estimate of God's being, 

. I 

nature, character, and activity will be the measure of the glory · 
we give Him. 

Unceasing Glory: NNow to our God and Father be glory for
ever and ever." This means "throughout all ages" (Eph. 3:21 ). 
Paul's thought is that in view of all that our God and Father has 
done for us, there ought not to be a moment when we are not 
giving Him the glory that is His due. Indeed, the Apostle com
mands: NWhether you eat o.r drink, or whatever you do, do all 
to the ghry of God" (1 Cor. 10:31 ). · 

Unstinted Glory: "Now to our God and Father be glory forever 
and ever. Amen." "Amen" is a Hebrew word that passed 
quickly into Christian usage in the early church. It was a word 
that was uttered audibly at the end of a doxology, prayer, or 
statement, indicting agreement with what had been said. When 
used of God it means, "it is and shall be so." When applied to 
us it denotes, "so let it be." No one, therefore, can say "amen" 
and have reservations. Thus our God and Father deserves unri
valed, unceasing, and unstinted glory. 

To God be the glory - great things He has done! 
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son, 
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin, 
And opened the life gate that all may go in. 

(Fanny J. Crosby) 

Stephen F. Olford in Pulpit Helps 



Sertting 6od 

TWO GENERATIONS CLOSER 

PBS film critic and columnist Michael Medved has shared this anecdote out of his Jewish 
heritage: 

A few years ago, Rabbi Jacob Karmenetzky made a trip to Israel accompanied by his teenage 
grandson. Ironically, these two deeply religious people were seated in the airplane next to a 
prominent Israeli socialist leader and outspoken atheist. 

On the flight, the cynical atheist traveler couldn't help noticing the way the teenage boy 
attended to the needs of his aged, bearded grandfather. He g«;>t up to get the old man a glass 
of water, helped him remove his shoes and put on some slippers, and otherwise 
demonstrated that the rabbi's comfort represented his primary concern. 

At o.ne point, as the boy got ·up for yet another errand on behalf of the old man, the atheist 
could contain himself no longer. "Tell me something," he asked the rabbi. "Why does your 
grandson treat you like some kind of a king? I have a grandson, too, but he wouldn't give me 
the time of day." 

"It's very simple," the old man replied. "My grandson and I both believe in a God who ru! ·~s 
the universe and created all things, including the first man. That means that in the boy's 
eyes, I'm two generations closer to the hand of God H.imself. But -in the eyes of your 
grandson, you're just ~wo generations closer to a monkey." 

What you believe about the origin·of man really does make a difference, and it will manifest 
itself in how you act toward others. If we see our origin as a matter of chance from that 
which is purely physical, then we have no basis on which to assign value to others. On the 
other hand, if we understand that we were created by a loving God, that gives us all the 
reason in the world to hold others in high regard, and gives us incentive to treat them. with 
respect. 

"Then God said, 'Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness.' ... " 
(Genesis 1 :26) 

-Alan Smith, White House (Tennessee) Church of Christ 
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Growth In Jesus 

RESURRECTION & HOPE 
lessons From First Corinthians 15 

Week One 
On Which You Have Taken Your Stand 

(1 Corinthians 15:1•2) 

In the first epistle to the Corinthians, Pa_ul tries to 
help the Corinthian Christians 'With the many 
spiritual problems that they were experiencing. 
T_hese believers needed specific direction in many 
different areas, but the apostle also knew that there 
were some root problems that had led to many of 
the others. Paul knew that if he could help the 
Corinthians better understand some important 
spiritual principles, this would not only help to 
solve their current problems, but would also help 
prevent future difficulties. In chapter 15, he 
presents an extended exhortation to understand 
and appreciate the resurrection of Jesus Christ and 
the resurrection that every b_eliever can look 
forward to because of Jesus' resurrection. 

The resurrection is an important and fundamental 
topic in Christianity, and not only for the evidence 
that it supplies for the truth of Christianity. The 
resurrection fundamentally alters our perspective, 
by enabling us to look beyond the physical world 
and its values, and by helping us to set our sights 
on eternal truths and hopes. Those believers who 
do not take time fully to appreciate its significance 
may well, like the Corinthians, lead lives that are 
chronically plagued by spiritual problems and 
discouragements. 

The Corinthians were not a lazy group .of 
Christians - on the contrary, Paul's letter shows 
them to be very active, involved in a great many 
church-centered activities, and eagerly desiring to 
make Christianity the center·_of their lives. But 
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because they did not . take the time fully to 
understand the basics of Christianity, their church 
activities had degenerated into indulging their 
pride, self-importance, emotional urges, and 
sensual appetites. Paul knew that to correct their 
numerous disorders was only part of his job. The 
long-term need was to refocus their attention onto 
the great truths of Christianity. 

In chapter 15, Paul reminds them that they must 
hold firmly to the word that fir.st converted them (v. 
1-2). They had been saved from their sins by the 
simple but powerful truths of the gospel. B.ut they 
soon became more interested in the superficial 
aspects of Christianity. Religious activity became 
more real than living in God's presence. They also 
learned that they could acquire others' admiration 
and envy by performing well spiritually. The 
resulting situation was such that even vital activities 
such as baptism and the Lord's Supper became 
pretexts for forming factions and indulging their 
appetites, 

In the rest of the chapter, Paul presents the 
resurrection in a way that is both logically 
irrefutable and spiritually compelling. He reviews 
the basic facts of the gospel (v. 3-8), adds his 
personal witness as to the effect that these simple 
truths can have on one's life (v. 9-10), forcibly 
denounces any version of "Christianity" that does 
not hinge on the hope of resurrection (v. 11-19), 
reassures them of the truth of the resurrection and 
of its significance in God's plans (v. 20-28), 
strongly urges them to' I ive with a resurrection 
perspective (v. 29-34), ·deals with some 
misco~ceptions about resurrection (v. 35-49), and 
then, ·in a compelling passage, paints a picture of 
the release and fulfillment that every believer will 
ohe day have when we are all resurrected on the 
last day of the world (v. 50-58). 

- Mark Carner 



Family Information 
-

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
tea, deodorant, saltine crackers, small instant 
coffee, canned juice, baby food, .tea, brown 
paper bags. 

Who I Am 

October 
26 Daylight Savings Time Begins 

November 
2 All Groups Meet At Building 

(Food Following) 
5 SO's Plus Meeting 

I am a joint heir with Christ, sharing His 
inheritance with Him. (Romans 8:17) 

6 Ladies Ministry Meeting-7:00 p.m. 

I am a temple-a dwelling place-of God. 
His Spirit·and His life dwells in me. 
(1 Corinthians 3: 16;6: 19) 

In The Annex 
8 Leadership Meeting 
16 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
19 SO's Plus Meet,ing 
21-22 Belpre Youth Rally I am united to the Lord and am one spirit 

with Him. (1 Corinthians 6:17) 
26 No P:M. Classes-Deva In Auditorium 
27 Thanksgiving 

I am a member of Christ's Body. 
(1 Corinthians 12:27, Ephesians 5:30) 

30 Services At Willowbrook 2:00 p.m. 

I am reconciled to God and am a minister 
of reconciliation. (2 Corinthians 5:18, 19) 
I am a.Heir to God since I am a son of 
God. (Galatians 3:26,28) 
I am a saint. (Ephesians 1: 1, 1 Corinthians 
1:12, Philippians 1:1, Colossians 1:2) 
I am God's workmanship-His handiwork
born anew in Christ to do His work. 
(Ephesians 2: 10) 
I am a fellow citizen with the rest of God's 
family: (Ephesians 2:19) 

30 Area Wide Worship 

Contributions 
last Week $5906 I Avg YTD 

Russia $170 I Avg YTD 

Youth Min. $170 I Avg )'TD 

Services Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank ChappeO, Roy Estep, 
Mike,Hipes, Ray Thome, Cbarl'ie Yates 

$5506 

$220 

$221 

Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am 
- .Sunday Wo~hlp Service 10:30 am 

Sunday Evening 5:30 pm 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Kevin Chivington, 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, John Lindsay, 

Wednesday Evening 7:00 pm 

11orthlandchurchofchrist.com 

Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Ma,k Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt, Troy Blair 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Look Out Fear! 
LOOK OUT FEAR! HERE COMES FAITH 

Bible thought: "Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be 
removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of 
the sea." (Psalm 46:2). 

True peace cornes from God. When life seems uncertain, take 
heart. God is in control and He will bring good out of hard 
times. If we do not believe this, then what we do not know 
about tomorrow will destroy our living today. 

od is the only stability in this unstable world. The Israelites of 
Bible times let pride rob them of their trust in God. We can be 
just as vulnerable today. Allowing fear into our lives intimidates 
and cancels our effectiveness for God. 

At each stage of life there are many f~arfyl things. Until we fill 
our hearts with faith and stare fear in the face, we will continually 
be living in stress and anxiety. 

~ When you fear what lies ahead, re~mber God is with you and 
~ His name is a "mighty strong tower.\ Have you ever been on a 
~ high tower and lookeq down? From:your vantage point, nothing 
~ can touch you. God is the strong tower. With Him, yQu can 
~.. stare any foe in the face and stand! .... 
CD e Dear Precious Lord, thank You for being our high tower. You are 
.g our refuge, our fortress and our strength. We praise You today 
:S for Your infinite mercies. ·We will not fear, but we will stand i~ 

Your might. In Jes.us name, Amen. 

~ - Joan Clayton, Portales, NM 
, In "The Lord's Way" 
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Set·1ing 6od 

Frustrated Genius 

It was a brilliant plan they had hatched - as far, at least, as ~ny criminal plan can be thought of as 
"brilliant." Maybe they had conceived it while wat~hing an old American movie on Australian 
television. Or perhaps they concocted it from their very own genius. At any rate, here is how things 
were to have gone . . . ' 

They would use a van to drive into the clerk's path, take him off guard, and snatch the bank deposit 
bag from him. Then they would speed away -· ditching the .stolen van, leaving no fingerprints, and 
providing no in-store surveillance camera photos to the authorities. These are bright guys! 

So they staked out the gasoline station, waited patiently for the attendant· to come out with the night 
deposit, and rehearsed the procedure in their minds. As the man emerged onto the parking lot, he had 
not one out two bags in his hands. They must have salivated over their good fortune! The driver went 
straight toward him, the second man jumped out of the van's sliding side door, and confronted the 

- dumbfounded victim with a sawed-off shotgun. Things were going as planned. 

The clerk yielded both bags to the masked gunman. He tossed them into the van. Then he jumped 
inside and slammed the door. And his accomplice floored the accelerator and sped away. tvfeanwhile, 
the just-victimized man in the parking lot was calling after them - trying to tell them they had just run 

. off with two bags of trqsh! Okay. Maybe the crooks weren't so bright after all. 

Many a person, who laughs at these Abbott-and-Costello-type thieves can give his own sad version of 
the same sort of thing. Cutting corners on product quality or taking advantage of a customer backfires. 
Taking just a few bucks or having just a.few drinks leads to losing a job, career, ·or friend. What started 
as nothing more than a flirtation becomes an affair and blossoms into a divorce, two days every other 
weekend with the kids, and broken hearts all around. 

The garbage-bag heist took place in Melbourne. Episodes that play out as "brilliant plans gone awry" 
occur daily all over the world. There is no genius to sin. Ever. Only the absurdity df thinking oneself 
wise for snatch'ing a bag of garbage. 

The next time you are toying with a scheme that calls for you to apply your energy to something you 
know to be wrong, remember the shared experience of the human race in attempting it before you. 
And try to imagine the surprised look on the faces of the two sharp Aussies who had an equally 
foolproof plan. 

- "The FAX of Life" 
from Rubel Shelly and the Woodmont Hills church 

6rowth In Jes11s 

RESURRECTION & HOPE 
lessons From First Corinthians 15 

Week Two 
Things of First Importance 

(1 Corinthians 15:3-8) 

Before he can exhort the Corinthian believers on 
the significance of the resurrection in their lives, 
Paul wants to remind them of the basic facts. 
Thus he recounts things that they have heard 
many times, but that they have yet to appreciate. 
No doubt, they could have quoted to Paul all of 
the facts thaf he quotes to them, but they did not 
have the appreciation or understanding of these 

. facts that they should have had. 

Many believers become impatient upon hearing 
things a second time or more. They think that 
(:hristianity is a matter of accumulating a list of 
the dght answers and teachings. The Holy Spirit 
would rather that we have a deep understanding 
and appreciation of a few vital concepts, than 
that we have the ability to recite with an empty 
heart a large number of facts. about the Bible. 
Humans often debate 'how important knowledge 
might be for a Christian, but that misses the 
point. In the pagan world, people generally 
acquire knowledge to gain some advantage from 
it, or at least so that they will be respected for 
possessing it. In Christianity, knowledge is only 
worthwhilewhen we respect it, and realize that 
all worthwhile knowledge is a gift from GOd. 

__ ln_verse_~ 3-8, P~ul lay~ forth_the basic facts about 
the resurrection - that after Jesus made himself 
the sacrifice for humanity's sins, and was buried 
in the tomb, he was raised on the third day. His 

2 I ~-. ~~~----
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resurrection was not as a spirit or ghost, but as a 
physical body that performed physical acts. Paul 
cites the list of witnesses who not only saw him 
returned to life, but touched, conversed with, 
and ate with him. Paul himself, of course, was 
privileged to see the resurrected Jesus, but at a 
time and place, and with a purpose, different 
from the other witnesses. 

These are the most am~ing events in history! 
The resurrection and its many implications 
demand our attention and consideration. First, 
the fact of a man coming back from the dead 
renders commonplace all the other great events 
of history. Inventions, wars, elections, and other 
events pale in significance. Second, the simple 
facts, publicly and w.idely witnessed, put to 
shame the many human attempts to pawn off 
false knowledge and miracles on a gullible 
public. Human attempts to foretell the future or 
to find a secret meaning to life look not merely 
incorrect, but embarrassing, when put next to 
the facts of the resurrection. 

B'elievers should pay more attention to the 
resurrection, and less attention to the 
superficially more interesting tales made up by 
humans. If we have the faith and the self-control 
to listen to God instead of to the world, we 
begin · to realize the power and hope that are 
found in the truth of Jesus' resurrection from the 
dead. A simple and genuine appreciation of the 
facts of Jesus' resurrection can radically alter our 
perspective on the world, on God, and on 
ourselves. 

-Mark Garner 
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Food Pantry 

The food pantry is ih need· of the.following: 
deodorant, saltine crackers, small instant coffee, • 
baby food, brown paper bags, pancake mix, 
pancake syrup. 

Thank You 
Thank you for your prayers on behalf of little 
Rebecca, the 3 year old who was critically ill 
since February. She is making a remarkable 
turn around and is.getting stronger every day. 
Praise God! 

Thank You 
Thank you Northland family for being loving 
and an example of Christ. Thank you for greet
ing my family last Sunday. It ma.de a big differ
ence for them. This is indeed a loving family 
and I'm grateful for you in my life. 

Mother-Daughter Banquet 
The Westerville Stepping Stones are having a 
mother-daughter banquet .on November 15th to 
benefit Ohio Valley College. Information is 
posted on the bulletin board. 

New Address 
The Butlers have a new address: 
4156 Spring Flower Ct. 
Gahanna Ohio 43230 
891-3909 
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8 
15 

16 
19 
21-22· 
26 
27 . 
30 
30 

Calendar 
November 

All Groups Meet At Building 
(Food Following) 
50's Plus Meeting 
Ladies Ministry Meeting-7:00 p.m. 
In The Annex · 
Leadersnip Meeting 
Mother-Daughter Banquet Benefiting 
Ohio Valley College-See Bulletin Board 
For Details 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
SO's Plus Meeting 
Belpre Youth Rally 
No P.M; ctasses-Devo In Auditorium 
Thanksgiving 
Services At Willowbrook 2:00 p.in. 
Area.Wide Worship 

Ladies' Ministry Meeting 
All women of Northland please join us for our 
monthly meeting this Thursday evening at 
7:00 p.m. in the annex. 

Contributions 
Last Week $4601 I Avg YTD $5485 

Russia $1 78 I Avg YTD $219 

YouthMin. $145 IAvgYTD $219 

Services 
Sunday Bible Stildy 9:30 am 
Sunday Worship Service I 0:30 am 

Elaers: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hjpes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

Sunday Evening 5:30 pm 
Wednesday Evening 7:00 pm 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Kevin Chivington, 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans-, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, John Lindsay, 
Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt, Troy Blair 

I 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Col1;1mbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Is Anyone Missing? 
A family, all nine of them, loaded all their _earthly possessions 
into a covered wagon pulled by a four horse hitch. They set out 
to join 14 other families leaving Arkansas for.Texas and the 
promise of a new land. Rolling through rainstorms, hail, blister
ing hot days, fighting off insects at nignt, the wagons rolled across 
the plains of what is today Oklahoma. 

One afternoon a cloud of dust appeared on the horizon behind 
the group, and the wagon master halted the column and drew 
them close together into a circle. The men reached for rifles 
while the women gathered into the center of the wagons. In a 
ew moments it became apparent the dust was coming from a 
lone rider carrying a parcel across his saddle. 

Slowing his horse to a walking gait, the man ·called out that he 
meant no harm. The horse stopped, the man got down, reached 
for the bundle, and unwrapped a small child of no more than two 
years old. 

A cry of recognition tore from the throat of the babe's mother 
~ when she saw her seventh chil.d stanping beside the strange man. 
~ They did not know the child was mfssing, but he had fallen from e the wagon and the cowboy had fou~d him sitting in the dirt, sift
~ ing it through his fingers. ~.waiting for some-one to come back to 
<'Ii' him. (Bulletin Digest). .... 
Cl.I e 
~ 
~ 

How many of us are on life's "wagon train" headed for the Prom
ised Land, become so intent in our journey that we do not miss 
those of God's children who have fallen off along the way? 

(V) "Brethren, if a man is overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, 
8 restore such a one in the spirit of meekness, considering thyself 
:. lest thot,J also be tempted" (Galatians 6: 1; see also James 5: 19-
~ 20). ' 
Cl.I 

.Q 

~ Author unknown, from "The Lord's Way" 
:5o 

~ 



S1u·1ing God 

MORE THAN WE ASK OR IMAGINE 

A 60-year-old couple was celebrating their 40th year of marriage. During the celebration, a genie 
appeared and said, "Because you have been such a loving couple all those years, I would like to 
give you each one wish." 

The wife quickly chimed in, "I want to travel around the world." The genie waved his arms and, 
POOF!, she had the tickets in her hand. 

Next, it was the husband's turn. He paused for a moment, then said shyly, "Well, I'd like to have 
a wife 30 years younger than me." The genie waved his arms and, POOF!, he was 90. 

We seem to be fascinated by stories of magic genies granting wishes (why is it usually three 
wishes?). Which. of us hasn't sat and wondered at some point in time, "If a genie granted me· 
three wishes, what would I wish for?" 

God is not, as some imagine Him, a magic genie waiting at our beck and call to give us 
everything we ask for (see James 4:3). But there is certainly that level of power and ability at His 
disposal. Listen to these words of Pau.I: 

"Now t6 him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his 
power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, for ever and ever! Amen." (Ephesians 3:20-21, NIV) 

God is able to do more than I ask of Him. That's pretty amazing, considering that I have some 
pretty difficult requests. Furthermore (and this is really mind-boggling), God is able to do more 
th;m I can even imagine! I don't know about you, but I can imagine quite a bit. Yet, Paul assures 
us that God is not only able to do all that we ask or imagine - he is able to do more, 
immeasura~ly morel 

When things in life are beyond my control, I find co~fort in. knowing that God has such power -
not the power of an imaginary genie but the power of a living awesome Father. Sometimes we 
offer to pray for others saying, "It's the least I can do." How wrong we are. Considering the 
power of God, it's the most we can do! 

- Alan Smith, White House (Tennessee) ·Church of Christ 
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Growth In Jesus 
I 

RESURRECTION & HOPE 
Lessons From First Corinthians 15 

Week Three 
A Personal Testimony (1 Corinthians 15:9~11) 

Paul's encounter with the resurrected Jesus 
· Christ (see Acts 9) was far different from that of 

the other witnesses. Jesus appeared to the man 
. th~n known as Saul of Tarsus, not because Saul. 
had been a faithful foll'ower who deserved 
encouragement, but because he had 
unnecessarily made himserf an enemy of the 
gospel, and needed to be converted. More than 
any of the others, Paul understood how fully the 
resurrection showed God's grace to disbelieving 
and misbehaving humans. And he says and 
shows that this grace had an effect on liis life, 
knowing also that it could have a similar effect 
on others' lives. His statement of what made 
Paul the Christian servant that he was has many 
implications. 

As Saul, he had all the same facts before him 
that many faithful Christians did, yet he chose to 
deny them. The book of Acts shows Saul to be 
one of the most violent persecutors of Christians 
in the early days of the church of Christ. He did 
nothing right, _denied the truth, and let his 
emotions cloud his judgment to the degree of 
app~oving of others' deaths. Yet was he really, 
by God's standards, forgiven of any more than 
any of the rest of us? If he had remained 
unconverted, Saul would only have descended 

: for eternity into the same hell that you and I 
would have · been sentenced to, had we 

. I 

r~mained outside Jesus' church. 

Paul here shares something both personal and 
informative: what made him such a devoted 
servant was an appreciation of God's grace; 
combined with the indisputable evidence that 
this grace came through Jesus Christ. Paul was 
not motivated by a human spiritual superior or 
by human-made programs or activities. He was 
motivated fully by knowing and appreciating the 
grace God had poured out on him. Paul was 

·not driven ahead by God's whip, by guilt and 
insecurity. Rather, he was drawn positively to 
God and to God's ideals, by grace and truth. 
Any Christian who takes time to understand, 
honestly and in all its implications, the free 
salvation that God has given him or her, will 
likewise have no difficulty being motivated to tr)r 
to live in a way worthy of the gospel. Believers 
who need artificial means of motivation are 
showing that they have not grasped the real 
meaning and implications of their salvation. 

3 

Of the many other lessons we could draw from 
verses 9-11, the one that may be the most 
important is to look at Saul/Paul's conversion 
from . God's viewpoint. Here was a man who 
more than anyone was working to hinder the 
gospel, and who deserved more than anyone to 
be condemned by ·cod. Yet God n.ot only 
poured out his grace on him, but privileged him 
to lead a vital ministry of his church. All Paul 
did was respond. Paul's example and influence 
are not unattainable ideals . only for "super
Christians". Rather, he is an example of the 
effect that God's grace and the _truth of the 
resurrection can have on anyone wining to 
accept them. 

- Mark Garner 



Family lnfo1mation 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
deodorant, saltine crackers, small instant coffee, 
baby food, tea, brown paper bags, pancake 
mix, pancake syrup. 

Thanksgiving Baskets 
We will have the Thanksgiving basket give~ 

away on Wednesday, November 19 (along 
with Jhe regular food pantry hours of 7 to , 
8 p.m.). Bring anything you wish to go to the · 
Thanksgiving baskets between now and Sunday 
the 16th. We will keep it ,separate from our 
pantry stock. We will need some extra help in 
the pantry on the 19th and, most importantly, 
we will need to know whom we can help for 
Thanksgiving. Please give suggestions to Lynn 
Champney or Jack Mauersberg. 

Youth Announcements 
The November calendars are available for pick 
up. The November issue of the NYG Daily De
votional is now available for pick up. These 
were initially a way for the teens to get into the 
habit of a daily devotional time, however, any 
member wishing to have one please see Troy. 
Registration f9rms for the. Belpre Youth Rally 
are due to Troy no later than Sunday, Nov. 9th. 
Checks MUST accompany the form made pay
able to the Belpre Cliurch of Christ. The infor
mational meeting for Honduras Mission 04 is 
Sunday, Nov. 9th at 4 p.m" This meeting is be
ing held at Spring Road. Anyone wishing to go 
on the trip must attend this meeting. 

16 
19 
21-22 
26 
27 
30 
30 

November 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Belpre Youth Rally 
No P.M. Classes-Deva In Auditorium 
Thanksgiving 
Services At Willowbrook 2:00 p.m. 
Area Wide Worship 

Please Note 
Our goal on this page is to give you the infor
mation you need to take full advantage of the 
resources and activities at Northland. To do this 
we need your help! Please give information on 
activities to Jack Evans or Mark Garner, at least 
two weeks (if possible) before the activity is to 
occur. Do not assume that we will 'get the infor
mation just because the Elders or evangelists 
know about your activity. 

Wanted!! Bulletin Articles 
We would like to see more articles in the bulle
tin from members of our congregation. Jim Rob
bins wrote the article on page two this week. If 
you have something you wrote that you would 
to see in the bulletin, give it to Mark Garner. 

Contributions 
Last Week $6080 I Avg YTD $5498 

Russia $262 I Avg YID $220 

Youth Min. $195 I Avg YTD $218 

Services 
Slih<!ay Bible Study 
Sun<!ay Worship Service 
Sunday Ev_enlilg 
Wednesday Evening 

9:3'0am 
10:30.am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt; Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Ripes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates~ 

northlandchurchofchrist.<!om 

Deacons: Brian Arnold. JohnBradl~y • .Lynn Champney, Kevin Chivington 
Darrell Estep, lack Evans~ Milrn.Evans, Lou Lawrence, Joim Lindsay, 
JackMauersberg, Beryl McMas_te~,_ Mark l\forris 
Eva11gelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt, Troy Blair 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The God-Walk 
"The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord" (Psalm 37:23). 

It has often been pointed out that Psalm 37 is a perfect exposition of 
the third beatitude: "Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see 
God" (Matt. 5:5). It describes the God-walk. Adam, Enoch, Noah, 
Abraham, and Paul walked with God; and this is a call for purity of 
heart. In the language of the psalmist, we have in our two texts (vv. 23 
& 24) four thoughts that should motivate our daily walk with God: 

God Initiates Our Steps: NThe steps of a good man are ordered by the 
Lord." The Hebrew expression "from the Lqrd," is emphatic. If we are 
oing to walk with our God, He must choose the path and set the pace! 
emember the quotation in Amos 3:3: "Can two walk together unless 

they be agree~?" 

God Appreciates Our Strides: "He delights in his way" (v.23). Liter
ally He "watch~s" every step or stride. How important it is to "walk in 
the light as He is in the lightu (1 John 1 :27). Only then can we know 
unbroken fellowship and constant cleansing. John the apostle could 
write, "/greatly rejoice that I found some of your children walking in 
trust" (2 John 4). This "contin_ual walking," as the verse implies, always 
brings delight to the Savior's heart, 

~ God Anticipates the Slips: "Though he faffs ... the Lord upholds him 
~ , with His hand" (v.4). The phrase "the Lord upholds" is identical with 
:;i! the word used in verse 1 7: "The arms of the wicked they shall be bro
N' ken, but_ the Lord upholds the right~ous." No one can pluck us out of 
.,.. the Shephe~d's hand or the Father's hand (cf. John 10:28-30). All that 
E God calls for in your daily wal~ with Him is trust and obedience: 

~ 
~ 

a 
~ 
CJ)' 

~ 
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~ 
~ 

When we walk with the Lord, in the light of His Word, 
What a glory He sheds on our way! 
While we do His good will, He abides with us still, 
And with all who will trust and obey. 

John H. Sammis (1846-1919) 
Stephen F. Olford, in Pulpit Helps 



Ser11ing God 

I'm NQt Comfortable With That! 

You know, there are lots of things that people do in worship that disturb me. Some folk 
like to clap. Others like to yell· out "Amen!" and "Preach it!" and some to raise their 
hands. I must admit that I just don't feel comfortable with some of those practices. I . 
mean I never saw anything like that while I was growing up. It just didn't happen where 
we worshiped. 

' 

But.you know what? .we have not been called to a comfortable life, rather, we have 
been called to be "like Him" and Jesus didn't lead a comfortable lifestyle. Jesus left 
heaven to become a man. That wasn't comfortable. · He left a successful business to 
become an itinerant preacher with no place to call home. That wasn't comfortable. He 
confronted hypocritical religious leaders and told them they were wrong to their face. 
That wasn't comfortable. He was the holy God but He associated with sinful man. That 
wasn't comfortable. In the end He willingly went through scourging, being spit upon 
and, ultimately, being hung on a cross. I don't think any of that was very comfortable. 
So I have made up my mind that I don't have to be comfortable with what everyone else 
does to worship and fellowship with them. When I catch myself being uncomfortable 
with what I might consider excess displays of emotionalism during worship I just taugh at 
my reaction and remind myself that I am not the one to judge another man's servant. Let 
everything be done decently and in order but, within these limits, let everyone praise 
God in their own manner. 

Just one parting thought. I grew up in an all-white community and went to an all-white 
church. To this. day when I see couples of mixed racial backgrounds walking hand in 
hand I feel slightly shocked. That never happened when I was growing up. Again, I have 
to remind myself that my background is not the standard of right and wrong. You know 
something I'm thankful for? l'.m thankful that my daughters are growing up in a 
congregation where neither a different skin color nor worship expression is seen as 
making someone "different." I bope that, when they grow up; they have trouble 
understanding why their daddy even had any kind of a problem with·these things. 

- James Robbins 
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Growth In Jesus 

RESURRECTION & HOPE 
Lessons From First Corinthians 15 

Week Four: Getting A Better Perspective 
(1Corinthians15:12-19) 

Paul now looks at the root causes of the 
Corinthian Christians' disorders. He calls them 
to examine themselves, and to do so on a 
deeper level than that of simply admitting that 
they were doing a lot of things wrong. He says 
that, despite the facts that Jesus' resurrection is 
an indisputable fact of the gospel, and that it has 
obvious implications for human believers, many 
of the Corinthians were speaking and acting as if 
their hope were in this world, and. thus they 
were behaving as if Christianity were expected 
primarily to be of value in this world. 

This is one of many passages that show how the 
lessons of the Scriotures, are just as meaningful 
now as they have ever been. Verses 12-19 
could have been written, just as they are, to a 
great majority of those alive today who call 
themselves Christians. Most persons who claim 
to be Christians do not mean that they believe 
deeply in a resurrected Christ in whom they 
have put their hope. While there are some who 
have this spiritual perspective, there are many 
more whose motivations in following Jesus 
center around the blessings that they hope to get 
in this world. 

The Holy Spirit says that, if you don't believe in 
a Jesus who literally and truly raised from the 
dead, you don't believe in Jesu,s at all. Calling 
ourselves Christians, and then not believing that 
Jesus rose from the dead, not believing that we 
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all shall raise too, or not living as if we believed 
these facts, disregards the teachings of the Holy 
Spirit and contradicts the truths of Scripture. 
Christianity was not designed so that we would 
have a way of determining who was most 
righteous or zealous, to determine whose 
political opinions are correct, or to provide a 
means of acquiring popularity. Any view of 
Christianity that values earthly goals higher than 
eternal goals trivializes the gospel, by making it 
a means to ends that is not worthy of the gospel. 

Paul says that Christianity would be without 
value unless we understand, ahead of all else, 
that the point of it is to be with God in eternity. 
Any questions or problems restricted to this 
present wer-10,wfi1~e-maAy-ee-tr-1:1l.y-matteF-t1 

God, are still very much secondary to this most 
important goal. The believers in Corinth 
decided that Christianity was designed to show 
which of them had the most spiritual gifts, and to 
give God the obligation of settling their 
materialistic disputes and problems. The results 
of this thinking became clear. 

When believers today lose sight of the real 
purpose of Christianity, then disorder and 
spiritual decay can quickly destroy their 
relationship with God. Any individual who 
won't l~t his or her perspective be ruled by the 
eternal will perpetually be plagued by either 
despair or pride. A group of believers that loses 
sight of . spiritual reality will either fall into 
frustration and inertia, or else will vulnerable to 
legalism and pride. But believers who maintain 
the eternal perspective will find it a rock-solid 
foundation for their lives and ministries, and will 
weather the worst of the storms that the world 
can kick up. 

- Mark Garner 



Family Information 

Food Panby 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
-deodorant, saltine crackers, small instant coffee, 
baby food, tea, brown paper bags, pancake 

_· mix, panc:alce 9fl'UP· 
Thanksgiving BaslcEl5 

We will have the Thanksgiving basket give
away this Wednesday, November 19 (along 
with the regular food pFJntry hours of 7 to 
8 p.m.). Bring anything you wish to go to the 
Thanksgiving basketS today. We will keep it 
separate from our pantry stock. We wHI need 
some extra help in the pantry on the 19th and, 
most importantly, we w,ill need to know whom 
we can help for Thanksgiving. Please give sug
gestions to Lynn Champney .or Jack Maueffi
berg. 

Youth Announm11e11s 
Everyone (not just teens) - Don't forget love 
grams are on the table in the foyer to encour
age one another. 
If you have decorating items or other items 
stored in the teen room, please remove them · 
this week as cleaning/redecorating will begin 
next week. 

Moving Help Needed 
N.ovember 21st and November 22nd. We will 
need trucks because we haven't decided if we are 
going to rent a u-haul yet. We will start Friday 
evening, then work Saturday morning trying to be 
done by noon so no one has to miss the game. 

TinaMarie Guilfoyle 

Calendar 

November 
16 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
19 50's Plus Meeting 
21-22 Belpre Youth Rally 
26 No P.M. Classes-Deva In Auditorium 
27 Thanksgiving 
30 Services At Willowbrook 2:00 p.m. 
30 Area Wide Worship 

Thank You 
Thank you for the flowers, cards and prayer:s at the 
death ·of my father. You are such·a blessing to me. 

Norma Stafa 
Thank You 

I would like to thank all of you who prayed for me, 
sent cards and visits during my recent surgery and 
recovery. Gerald Hopkins 

, ThankYou 
Linda and I are so thankful God has blessed our fam
ily with a healthy son. Linda and Luke are doing 
well. We are richly blessed! We thank our brothers 
and sisters here for loving us and showing it thru 
your actions. Special thanks to the Galarzas for pro
viding childcare while we were ~tthe hospital and 
to so many others who have offered to serve us in so 
many ways! Kevin Chivington 

Contributions 
Last Week $6282 I Avg. YTD $5516 

Ru!il5ia $202 I Avg YTD $220 

Youth Min. $325 I Avg YTD $221 

Services Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell,' Roy Estep, 

Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am Mike Hipes, ~y Thome, Charlie Yates 
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am Deac(}11s; Bnan Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Kevin Chivington, 
Sunday Evening 5:30 pm Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, John Lindsay, 
Wednesday Evening 7:00 pm Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
nor.thlandchurc:hofchr:ist Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt, Troy Blair 

I Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 ' 
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Making The Tomb Secure 
A joke heard around the Pentagon goes like this: 

One reason the Services have trouble operating jointly is that they 
don't speak the same language. For example, if you told Navf person
nel tb "secure a building," they would turn off the lights and lock the 
doors. 

Army personnel would occupy the building so no one could enter. 

Marines would assault the building, capture it, arid defend it with sup
pressive fire and tlose combat. 

The Air Force, on the other hand, would take out a three-year lease 
with an option to buy. 

It seems to me that there was some misunderstanding regarding the 
"securing" of a location.in Palestine in the first century as well. 

,, 

"On the next day, which followed the Day of Preparation, the chief 
priests and Pharisees gathered together to Pilate, saying, 'Sir, we re
member, while He was still alive, how_ that deceiver said, "After thr:ee 
days· I wfll rise." Therefore command tl)at the tomb be made Secure un.: 

~ til the third day, lest His disciples come by night and steal Him away, 
~ and say to the people, "He has risen from the dead." So the last decep
~ tipn will tJe worse than the first.' Pilate said to them, 'You have a 
i guar~; go your way, make it as secure as you know how.' So they 
"'" went and made the tomb secure, sealing . the stone and setting the 
""" guard.'' (Matthew 27:62-66). 
Cll 
E .a a · :s 

The Jewish and Roman leaders' idea of "securing the tomb" meant put
ting a big rock in front of it. Unfortunately for them (but fortunately for 
us), Jesus' idea was to secure the tomb's place in history by rising from 
the dead: Mere rocks are unable to hold back the one who created the g universe! What hope is ours because of what happened tha_t glorious 

C"ll morning nearly 2,000 years ago! Praise God for the resurrection of His 
co" precious Son! 
""" ~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 

- Alan Smith, White House (Tennessee) Church of Christ 



Seft!ing 6od 
EXPERIENCES IN THE VALLEY 

Peter, James, and John were with Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration (Matt. 17: 1-8). Moses and Elijah . 
also appeared. Peter enjoyed it, asking Jesus if they could remain permanently (Matt. 17:4). All enjoy the 
mountain-top experiences, but there are times we must live in the valley. Look at some of the experiences 
we have while living in the valley. 

Trouble: "In the day of my trouble, I will call upon Thee; for thou wilt answer me"(Psalm 86:7). 
The psalmist didn't say, "lf you have trouble." The child of God has either been through trouble, is going 
through it, or will face it. No Christian is immune from trouble! David said, "For He will conceal me 
when troubles come; He will hide me in His sanctuary. He will place. me out of reach on a high 
rock"(Ps. 27:5 NLT). Also, "/will be with them in trouble. I will rescue them and honor them"(Ps. 91:15 
NL T). John said, "in the world we will have tribulation (trouble), but be of good cheer; because Christ 
overcame the world" (John 16:33). Paul admonishes us to be patient during tribulation (Rom. 12: 12). 
Trouble comes our way to train, mature, and establish us! 

Testing: Job could say after losing his wealth, children, and health, "Though God slay me, yet 
will I trust Him" (Job 13: 15). Also, "When He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold" (Job 23: 10). God 
does permit us to be tested. However, there is a limit to the testing! 'When the enemy shall come in like 
a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him"(Js. 15:19). He also said, 'When thou 
passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers they shall not overflow thee: 
when thou walkest through the fire, thou shall not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle thee" (Is. 
42:2). The psalmist said, "We went through fire and flood. But You brought us to a place of great 
abundance"(Ps. 66:12 NLT). Testing comes in various forms, but He'll be with us during the testing! 

Tears: Tears come because of sorrow,.grief, loss, disappointment, pain. When Lazarus died, Jesus 
wept (John 11:35). David said, "/am worn out from sobbing. Every night tears drench my bed; my · 
pinow is wet from weeping" (Ps. 6:6 NL T). Disobedient and wayward children create tears. No Christian 
is immune from heartbreak and tears! David said, "Weeping may endure for the night, but joy cometh in 
the morning" (Ps. 30:5). Tears won't last forever! Joy in the morning awaits you. John tells us there will be 
ncHears in heaven, as God wipes the tears from our eyes (Rev. 21:4). The song writer said in a song, "He 
washed my eyes with tears that I might see." Those who sow in tears will reap in joy (Ps. 126:5,6). 

Triumph: Children of God must fact trouble, testing; and tears. They must go through the valley 
of the shadow of death (Ps. 23:4). The Apostle Paul said all living godly will suffer persecution (2 Tim. 
3:12). God uses all things in our lives for our good and His glory (Rom. 8:28). If He doesn't remove the 
obstacle, He makes a way around it or through it. He may not deliver us from it, but He helps deliver us 
through it! Daniel, the Hebrew boys, and Joseph were not delivered from their troubles, but delivered 
through them! God brings us out in triumph from these valley experiences. Jhere is no triumph without 
the valley experiences. -

The Christian life requires balance - both positive and negative. Heaven means more when we realize the 
pain of hell. God's love means more when realizing His wrath. Good health means more after we've 
faced sickness. The mountain top experiences will mean more after having gone through the experiences 
in the valley. David said he would not fear the valley becau~ the Lord was with him-(Ps. 23:4). God is 
with you in the valley as He is with you on the mountain top. -Croft M. Pentz, in Pulpit Helps 
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6rowth In Jesus 
RESURRECTION &. HOPE 

l.e!aJns From filSI: C.Oril'lllEns 15 

Week f"rve: Finding Meani111 &. Purpose 
' {1 c.orinthiar& 15:20-34) 

In the previous verses, Paul reproached the 
Corinthians for their lack of understanding of the 
resurrection, pointing out that their faith is 
valueless without it. Now he w~nts to point 
them towards a strong, positive understanding of 
the resurrection and its implications. 

In verses 20-28, Paul puts the resurrection in its 
own eternal context. Not only does it · 
powerfully show Jesus to be God's Son, it is also 
part of a grand plan. Jesus is described as the 
firstfruits of the process of rendering everything 
fitting to be handed over to God. When Jesus 
rose from the dead, he showed the way from the 
worldly to the eternal. Now comes the process 
of all things being brought under Jesus' Lordship. 
When all things have been put under his feet, he 
himself. will hand everything over to his Father, 
on the day that death and the devil are 
destroyed. It is most unfortunate that humans, 
when they read this, quickly become so 
concerned with wanting to know the details and 
the mechanics of this, that they miss the main 
focus. ·We can't know or understand exactly 
how these things will happen, and that's not the 
point. What we can understand is that this 
lowly world, and our own sinful, helpless souls, 
are intended to be made fit for the king of the 
Universe! The resurrection of Jesus is a 
declaration that our humble existence here is 
only the prelude to us, too, being made ready 
for eternity. 

With that in mind, Paul moves on to show how 
the things we experience and endure in this 
world are more understandable and more 
tolerable when viewed from 'the resurrection 
perspective. Paul's specific examples may not 
be experiences to which we can directly relate, 
but they are clearly exemplary of the same 
general kinds of significant experiences in the 
lives of all Christians, anywhere, any time. The 
resurrection makes many things clearer that 

· otherwise would be nonsensical or even 
discouraging. The efforts we make to teach 
others the truth about God would be senseless if 
there were no resurrection - but with it, those 
efforts become a priceless offer of life. The 
pleasures we do without, because we know 
them to be sinful or inappropriate, would be a 
loss without the resurrection - but with it, we 
realize we have given up garbage to inherit 
gold. Life-threatening diseases or disa&ers are 
terrifying without the resurrection - but with it, 
the worst they can do to us is send us to our 
Father's side. 
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With this in mind, Paul exhorts the Corinthians 
to "come back to yol,Jr senses", that is, to stop 
being so mixed up in their perspective. Many 
Christians need to do the same. When we catch 
ourselves resenting the responsibilities of 
Christianity, when we find ourselves 
rationalizing some dubious worldly indulgence 
because "there isn't any verse against it", when 
we become impatient with other believers who 
"need to do more", or when we engage in 
anything else that produces self-indulgence, 
pride, envy, or selfishness instead of the fruits of 
the Spirit, then we should stop, think about the 
resurrection and the perspective It can give us, 
and come back to our senses. 

- Mark Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need qf the following: 
deodorant, saltine crackers, small instant coffee, 
baby food, tea, brown paper bags, pancake mix, 
pancake syrup. 

Sounds Of T_he Holidays 
You are invited to celebrate the season on Friday, 
December 12th at 7:30 p.m. in the church annex. 
We will enjoy an evening of fellowship, holiday 
music, and refreshments. Music will be provided 
by Denise Allen, Lora Bradley, Don Milnor, and 
other surprise guests! 'If you are interested in help
ing with decorations or refreshments please con
tact Lora Bradley. 

Baby Shower 
There will be a baby shower for Deanna Brown on 
November 29th at 3 p.m. in the annex. For gift 
ideas see Linda Chivington. 

Thank You 
We thank pur brothers and sisters here for show
ing their love to us since Dorcas gave birth to a 
baby boy, Joel. Stephen and Family 

Family Fellowship 
Due to the busy holiday season, the Family Fel
lowship Pairings will return at the beginning of 
2004. As there have been several changes to the 
membership involved in Family Fellowship, we 
will be starting a new list. If you would like to be 
on the new 2004 list for Family Fellowship, please 
sign up on the bulletin board in the foyer. 
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Calendar 

November 
No P.M. Classes-Devo In Auditorium 
Thanksgiving 
Services At Willowbrook 2:00 p.m. 
Area Wide Worship 

December 
50' s Plus Meeting 
Deacons Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
Winter Bible Classes Begin 
All Groups At Building At 5:30 
Sounds Of the Holidays Celebration 
7:30 p.~. In The Annex 
50's Plus Holiday Luncheon 
50's Plus Meeting 
COCS Christmas Concert 
50' s Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
No Mid-Week Classes 
No Bible Classes 
10:30 Worship but No Junior Worship 
50's Plus At Willowbrook Village 

Contributions 
Last Week $5714 I Avg YTD $5520 

Russia $257 I Avg YTD $221 

Youth $250 I Avg YTD $220 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Eli(ers: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chap_peU, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thorne, Charlie Yate&_ 

northllmdchurchofchrist.com 

Deac.ons: Brian Arnold~ John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Kevin Chivington 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, John Lindsay, 
Jack Mauersberg, Beryl M¢Masters, ;Mai;k Morris 
Evangelist.r: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt, Troy Blair 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (61_4) 475-0161 
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Proclamation Of Thanksgiving 
Throughout our history, we have had many reasons to give thanks. Presi
dent George Washington began a good custom with the following procla
mation given in 1789: 

"Proclamation by the President of the United .States of America" 
"Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknoWledge the providence of our 
Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly 
to implore His protection and favor - and whereas both Houses of Congress 
have by their joint committee requested me to recommend to the people of 
the United States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer, to be observed by 
acknowledging with grateful hearts the many signal favors of Almighty 
God, especially by affording them an opportunity to establish a form of 
govenimerit for' their safety and happiness. 

"Now, therefore, I do recommend and assign Thursday, the 26th day of No~ 
vember next, to be devoted by the people of these states to the great Being 
-who is the beneficent Author of all the good that was, that is or that will 
be -that we may all unite in rendering unto Him our 'sincere and humble 
thanks - for His kind care and protection of the people of this country ... 

"And also ·that we may unite in most humbly offering our prayers and sup
plications to the great Lord and Ruler of natfons, and beseech Him to par

~ don our national and other transgressions - to enable us all, whether i!l pub
'- lie or private stations, to perform our several and relative duties properly 
! and punctually - to render our national government a blessing to all the 
~ people by constantly being a government of wise, just, and constitutional 
~ laws, discreetly and faithfully executed and obeyed ... To promote the 
~.. knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue and the increase of sci
GI ence among them (other nations) and us - aqd generally to grant unto all 
~ mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity as He alone knows to. be best. 

"'iii 

i 

~ 
cw;

"' ~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 

"Given under by hand at the City of New York the third day of October ih 
the year of our Lord 1789." 

Courtesy of Bulletin Digest 

'Vo not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything, f?y prayer arid petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God." 
· PhiUppians 4:6 



Serving6od 
If Ignorance is Bliss 

I read the following saying the other day and started thinking about the implications of it: "If ignorance 
is bliss, why aren't there more happy people?" I don't know who came up with that, but in my thinking 

' ' 

it is profound. I think you can see the conflict within that statement easily enough, but sadly; there are a 
lot of people out there that really believe that "Ignorance is bliss or happiness." Don't think so, why you 
may be guilty of that yourself and not realize it. 

Think .about this, how many times has someone suggested that it would be better for a sick person not 
to know the full extent of his or her illness? How many times have you turned off the news because you 
were tired of hearing all the negative things? How many times have you avoided someone, because you 
didn't want to hear about their aches and pains? How many times have your avoided someone or some 
meeting because," if you don't know about it you won't feel guilty." 

If you have ever seen the movie "Gone with the wind," you will probably remember a scene that I often 
think about. The scene is with Scarlet, the central characte.r. She is facing the problem of needing to 
deal with something she finds distasteful and says, "I don't want to think about' that now, I'll think about 
it tomorrow." 

9K, where am I going with this? Let's take that concept and apply it to how we handle sin. Most of us 
can pretty much tell right from wrong, we know what we should or shouldn't do or what we should or 
shouldn't say. If we _don't know positively, we generally have a feel for what we should be doing or 
what is acceptable. Many of us have some weakness or secret sin that we know we should take some 
action to stop. Yet, In 1 John 1:9, John writes, "If we confess our sins, he (God) is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness". Sometimes it's a matter of some good 
we know we should do forsomeone, but most of us think that 1omorrow will be a better time to deal 
with those things. James writes in James 4:17, "Anyone, then; who knows the good he ought to do and 

• ' I ' 

doesn't to it, sins." 
. 

You see we can ignore the problems, pretend that they don't exist, but it doesn't make it alright. It 
doesn't take away the burden in our hearts or the sinfulness of our lives. You see, Ignorance is NOT 
bliss or happiness! Ignorance is what Satan wants to keep us in, so we will be lost for eternity. 

When God commissioned the Apostle Paul he said these words, "I am sending you to them to open 
their eyes al).d tum them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me", (Acts 26: 17-18)'. 

How about it, are you going to try to remain ignorant or open your eyes and face up to your 
shortcomings or problems and God's power to deliver you from them? 

Russ Lawson, Greenville Church of Christ, Greenville, OH 
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Growth In Jesus 

RESURRECTION & HOPE ' 
Lessons From First Corinthians 15 

Week Six 
Sown Perishable, Raised Imperishable 

(1 Corinthians 15:35-49) 

Paul next deals with the confusion that many 
believers have about the body they will have 
when resurrected. Paul explains it in terms of the 
body being like a seed or embryo. The seed of a 
plant is a real object, but it has a form much 
different from that of the mature plant that it will 
become. At · the same time, the kind of seed 
determines the type of plant that it is to be. In the 
same way, our life in this body will determine 
our life in the next. 

The apostle ·wants us to get . rid of the 
misconception that in heaven we will have 
physical bodies similar to those that we have 
now. Heaven is ,not in our own dimension, and it 
is not limited by time and space in the ways that 
this world is. A physical object from our own 
dimension could not exist in heaven, just. as the 
true nature of God cannot be seen in this world. 
We really can have no concept of what heaven 
will be like, except that God will be there. When 
believers attempt to imagine what it will be like 
in terms of some kind of earthly "paradise", they 
miss the point, and there is no wonder why they 
fail to be motivated to get there. There is no true 
heaven possible on any terms that apply to this 
world. This entire universe that we know is 
subject to inevitable decay and imperfection, 
whereas heaven will last forever and will remain 
perfect forever. Our physical bodies must thus be 
discarded, and the body with which we shall be 

3 

raised will be of a new kind entirely. 

Yet our physical body still has a purpose - it is . 
the seed for our resurrection. For the deeds we 
do while inhabiting it shape our spiritual identity, 
which will last forever. A seed is hardly 
recognizable as a tree; and an egg is not 
recognizable as the animal it will become.. But 
the type of seed or egg determines exactly what 
that organism will eventually be. A chicken egg 
will produce only chickens, never ducks or 
snakes. A pine cone will produce only pine trees, 
never oaks or maples. Likewise, anyone who 
uses their temporary, fleshly body to know, love 
and serve God w.ill be raised with a spiritual body 
suitable for doing those ·things forever. Those 
who use their present bodies to serve self and 
Satan will be raised with spiritual bodies suitable 
for eternal punishment. Everyone who lives in a 
physical body now will someday receive ~ 
eternal body later. The question is, which kind 
will it be. 

Paul is also saying that there is more to 'the 
resurrection than trying to figure out what kind of 
physical appearance your new body will have. It 
is more important to realize that the things we do 
while living in our present bodies can have 
eternal consequences. You will notice that Paul 
suspects that they have become more interested 
in idle speculation than in living in such a way 
that they will share in the most joyful aspects of 
the resurrection. His exhortation to )hem is 
equally significant for us. When we think of the 
resurrection, we should not dwell on speculative 
issues, but on the matters of first importance. 

-Mark Gamer 



Family Information 
Food Pantry 

1'.he food pantry is in need of the following: 
deodorant, saltine crackers, small instant coffee, baby food; 
tea, brown paper bags, pancake mix, pancake syrup. 

Teachers Needed 
We are in desperate need of teachers for classes. The same 
people have been teaching for several quarters, and need a 
break. If you are able to help, please see Mike or Leisha 
Evans. - Thanks! 

Congregational Movie Night 
The Yams are hosting a congregational night on 12/6/03 at 
6:00 p.m. There wiH be snacks afterwards. We will be 
showing "It's A Wonderful Life." This should be a great 
time for the entire family; so please make plans to come. 

Snack Fellowship 
There will be a snack fellowship reception (for Ben and 
Michelle England) in the annex following Sunday p.m. ser
vices December 7th. For details, see Polly, Mary Kay, or 
Lora. 

Youth Information 
The Sunday night devo will be at the area wide worship at 
Alum Creek tonight at 6:00. 
Forms for the Fairborn Youth Rally, December (>th, are 
available from Troy. Please return them today-with your 
registration fee of only $3.00. This will be a great day be
cause the speaker is from Cincinnati Urban Ministry Out
reach. We will be leaving Northland at 7:30 a.m. and re
turning between 6:30-7:00 p.m. 
December Daily Devotioµals are available from Troy. 
We will be needing one family per month to volunteer their 
home for a Friday Movie night. If interested, please sign up 
on the Teen Bulletin Board. 
The NYG Cafe is coming up this Friday. We will have an 
open Mic night. Please be here with your talent to share. 
Sign up now for the NYG Lock In to be held here at the 
building December 12th following the Holiday Music pro
gram- until 8:00 am bn Saturday the 13th. 

Calendar 

November 
30 Services At Willowbrook 2:00 p.m. 
30 Area Wide Worship 

December 
3 50's Plus Meeting 
7 Deacons Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
7 Winter Bible Classes Begin 
7 All Groups At'Building At 5:30 
12 Sounds Of the Holidays Celebration 

7:30 p.m. In The Annex 
13 50' s Plus Holiday Luncheon 
17 50's Plus Meeting 
18 COCS Christmas Concert 
21 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
24 No Mid-Week Classes 
28 No Bible Classes 

10:30 Worship but ~o Junior Worship 
31 50's Plus At Willowbrook Village 

Northland Small Groups 

Leader Location Type 
Mike Hipes Home Spiritual Growth 
Tom Barnhardt ? Spiritual Growth 

. Perry Coate Brown Home Spiritual Growth 
Roy Estep Church Bldg. Personal Support 
Ur~ula Champney and Billie Thorne 

Smith Home Personal Support 
Kevin Chivington H~me Young Adults 
Troy Blair Annex Teens 

Contributions 
Last Week $4665 I Avg YTD $5520 

Russia $137 AvgYTD $219 

Youth $120 AvgYTD $219 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Kevin Chivington, 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, John Lindsay, 
Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt, Troy Blair 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Theology Of Thanksgiving 
"It is good to give thanks to the Lord" (Psalm 92: 1 ). 

In Old Testament times this was knowri as "The Song of the Sabbath." The 
Sabbath was divinely designated as a day for corporate worship (a holy con
vocation, Lev. 23:3). It was a day in which to celebrate "the theology of 
Thanksgiving." In this first stanza (vv.1-4) we have: 

The Moral Necessity of Thanksgiving. "It is good to give thanks to the 
Lord." The reasons for thanksgiving are simply spelled out: We worship 
God for His greatness (v.1). We sing praises to Your Name ~fost High 
(v. l ). Clearly it is morally right to give thanks to God, but especially so 
when we appreciate that He is Most High. We worship God for His good
ness (v.2): "your loving kindness" (merciful kindness). How can we keep 
silent in our praise and worship when we "count our blessing 'ton by ton'?" 
We worship God for His graciousness (v.2). His grace kn9ws no bounds! 

The Major Activity of Thanksgiving: "On an instrument of ten strings, 
on the lute, and on the harp, with harmonious sound" (v.3). "To sing 
praises" is a single verb that has its root in the Hebrew word for psalm and 
implies singing with an accompaniment. So we are given the name of in
struments that call for melody and harmony (v.3). This demands actio~! 

The Mental Reality of Thanksgiving: "For You, Lord, have made me 
glad through Your work; I will triumph in the works of Your hands" (v.4). 
These closing words of the stanza "light up" the mental reality of worship. 

C\11" We see and sense the wonders of God's creation and redemption. In the ... 
Q) rendering of the Revised English Bible we exclaim: "Yow acts, Lord, fill 
~ me with exultation; I shout in triumph of Your mighty d~eds!" .... 
~ 

Cl') 

~ 
c;:," 
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~ 
~ 
~ 
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To God be the glory, great things He has done, 
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son, 
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin, 
, And opened the Life gate that all may go in. 

(Fanny J. Crosby (1829-1915)) 
Stephen P.. Olford, in Pulpit Helps 



semng6od 
"My Most Memorable Moment" 

What makes a class memorable? A job worthwhile? A marriage wonderful? An event unprecedented? 
Or a life worth living? At least one element of the answer to all these questions can be illustrated by a 
recent experience in the life of John Yates. He called it his "most memorable moment" in golf. 

Yates wasn't even playing on the day in question. He was just one of the thousands of spectators for the 
final round of the 2003 Buick Open in Grand Blanc, Michigan. He was standing in the huge gallery at 
No. 7 to watch none other than Tiger Woods hit his approach shot to the hole. 

Wood's drive veered to the right - and smacked John Yates squarely in the head! The ball cut Yates, 
raised a big knot, and bounced into the greenside bunker. 

A concerned Tiger Woods went to Yates to apologize. He found his victim lying on his back, conscious 
but bleeding. "I'm so sorry," Woods said. Shaking Yates' hand, the world's most famous golfer said, 
"Hang in there!" And he turned to the tournament marshals to ask if medical help was coming. 

Woods continued play. Wouldn't you know it? He made birdie on No. 7! Then he came back to Yates 
and gave him a glove and ball. Yates had to have a few stitches in his head. Otherwise, he was fine in a 
few qays. 

"I helped him out because my head knocked it back toward the hole," said a good-spirited Yates of the 
whole affair. "He birdied the hole, I guess. I didn't see it. It's my most memorable moment in golf." 

Believe it or not, it's a parable about life. Some of my most worthwhile classes in college were the ones 
where I quickly discovered I was over my head, botched the first exam or two, and buckled down to my 
task - only to make an A. Of more value than the grade was the discovery that tough challenges are 
good for you. They bring out your best. They prove you can do what looked impossible. 

You've found that out by surviving a tough economy. Or maybe you found that not surviving a 
downturn with your job or company didn't mean losing hope. It made you creative. It revealed your 
fierce determination. It shap~d character. 

In personal, family, or professional life, tough blows cause real pain. But if the pain were taken out of 
our lives, the great virtues of courage, endurance, faith, compassion, hope, and love would go too. As it 
is, we often look back only to find that suffering created the opportunity for: life's most memorable 
moments. 

- "The FAX of Life", from Rubel Shelly and !he Woodmont Hills Church 
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6rowth In Jesus 

RESURRECTION & HOPE 
Lessons From First Corinthians 15 

Week Seven 
We Shall All Be Changed 
(1 Corinthians 15:50-58) 

To close out his discussion of the resurrection, 
Paul exhorts the Corinthians to anticipate their 
own' resurrection, and to let it affect their 
perspective. ·It is clear to him that these 
believers, like all believers who struggle with 
sin, are caught in a worldly perspective that is 
keeping them from thinking about Christianity 
in the proper light. If they would stop and 
think about what it will mean to be clothed 
with a new body, to be raised from the dead, 
and to be made imperishable, then they would 
soon lose interest in showing off for each other 
and in bickering about which leader to follow. 
So Paul paints a vivid and encouraging picture 
for them. First he tries to help them envision, 
as best as possible, what it will be like. Then 
he helps them to appreciate what the coming 
resurrection will signify. 

Even if they cannot appreciate the spiritual 
implications, he hopes they can realize the 
amazing experience that awaits them when 
they will be changed into their eternal, spiritual 
forms. All at once, as soon as the judgment 
trumpet sounds, the living and dead alike ("we 
will not all sleep, but we will all be changed") 
will all immediately be clothed in their spiritual 
bodies. We fallible mortals will all at once be 
given an eternal body, and will never again 
have to live in a body that decays, weakens, or 

becomes ill. The change will bring believers 
relief, satisfaction and joy, as they are freed 

, from the confining, fallible physical body, and 
will forever more enjoy a spiritual body that 
can live in God's presence. . 

3 

There is even more than that - even more than 
the physical release and the joys of a spiritual 
body. The resurrection is also when we shall 
fully realize the victory over all of our true 
enemies - sin, Satan and death. We shall be 
freed from the weak body that was so easy for 
Satan to deceive. We shall be freed from sin 
and from law - "the power of sin". We shall no 
more have to fear death, either our own or 
others. These things will never more bother us; 
they will be defeated and destroyed. They will 
be revealed for the frauds they are, and will no 
longer enjoy the power they now hold over us 
and other humans. 

The Spirit tells us that the victory is already 
ours; there is no doubt as to the outcome_. He 
says, therefore, to stand firm. If we develop a 
resurrection perspective, we don't need to let 
anything move us, distract us, or discourage us. 
The resurrection gives us the knowledge, 
perspective and power that we need to endure 
this unresurrected world until it is time for us to 
be raised as new eternal beings. 

- Mark Garner 

"When the perishable has been clothed 
with the imperishable, and the mortal 
with immortality, then the saying that 
is written wiO come tme: "Death has 

been swallowed up in victory. " 
1 Corinthians 15:54 

=1 



Fan1ily Information 
Food Pantry 

The food pantry is in need of the following: 
deodorant, saltine crackers, small instant coffee, . baby food, 

. tea, jelly, pancake mix, pancake syrup. 

Teachers Needed 
We are in desperate need of teacher~ for classes. The same 
people have been teaching for several quarters, and need a 
break. If you are able to help, please see Mike or Leisha 
Evans. Thanks! 

Youth Information 
Sign up now for the NYG Lock In to be held here at the 
building December 12th following the Holiday Music pro
gram until 8:00 am on Saturday the 13th. 

Russian Visitor 
Svetlana Remizova will be visiting us during the Christmas 
holidays. She has asked to teach a ladies Bible class during 
her time in Columbus. That class is scheduled for Sunday, 
December 21st., room E3l, during morning Bible classes. 
All ladies are encouraged to attend to show your support for 
Svetlana as she prepares for this new phase of service to our 
Lord and to be encouraged in our own walk with Jesus. A 
Christmas basket will be prepared for Svetlana by the La
dies of the congregation. For gift suggestions, please see 
Betty Chappell or Billie Thome. 

COCS Holiday Gift Shop 
The Holiday Gift Shop will be open on Wednesday eve
ning, December 10 after class. Children are invited to come 
and do their Christmas shopping. 

Snack Fellowship 
There will be a snack fellowship in honor of Ben and 
Michelle lngland this Sunday, December 7 after evening 
services. Please bring finger foods to share. Dessert and 
drinks are being provided. Also, a money tree will be given 
to the bride and groom so feel free to bring cash to contrib
ute! 

Calendar 
, December 

7 Winter Bible Classes Begin 
7 All Groups At Building At 5:30 
12 Sounds Of the Holidays Celebration 

7:30 p.m. In The Annex 
13 SO's Plus Holiday Luncheon 
17 SO's Plus Meeting 
18 COCS Christmas Concert 
21 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
24 No Mid-Week Classes 
28 No Bible Classes 

10:30 Worship but No Junior Worship 
31 SO's Plus At Willowbrook Village 

Northland Small Groups 

Leader Location Type 
Mike Hipes Home Spiritual Growth 
Toni Barnhardt ? Spi(itual Growth 
Perry Coate Brown Home Spiritual Growth 
Roy Estep Church Bldg. Personal Support 
Ursula Champney·and Billie Thome 

Smith Home Personal Support 
Kevin Chivington Home Young Adults 
Troy Blair Annex Teens 

Contributions 
Last Week $5034 I Avg YTD $5492 

Russia $307 AvgYTD $220 

Youth $205 AvgYTD $219 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30am 
10:30 am 
5:30pm 
7:00pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Kevin Chivington, 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, John Lindsay, 
Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris . 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt, Troy Blair 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Choose Life 
When you were just a plan in the mind of God, what if He were to ask you some questions 
about your impending journey to earth? 

With all the incredible teclmology that has been accomplished in just a few short years, and 
given that God gave man the intelligence to master such feats, is it not conceivable that God 
could show you your entire lifetime, from birth until death, on His ·giant computer? You 
would see all the pain, sadness, and injustices of your life, but you would also see the joys, 
the laughter, and the victories. You would see the hardships but you would see the suc
cesses, too. 

What if God said you could choose to never be 'born. You would never experience the agony 
of a broken heart or the ecstasy of the oneness oflove. 

If your mission - God's purpose for your life on earth - depended on bnnging others to His 
Kingdom when your life journey was completed, would you go or stay, if you could choose? 
If you chose to stay, would you experience the heights of heaven? If you had never experi
enced pain, rejection, troubles, and sorrow, would you take heaven for granted? Would you 
be so used to it you might not appreciate it as you should? 

I firmly believe there is a purpose for every person born on this earth. I also believe the 
highest form of selfishness and immaturity is "I wish I had never been born." 

To be given a chance at life is the highest form of love. The most amazing miracle occurs at 
birth. Everything about your personality was conceived in that microscopic cell of concep
tion. You talents, your total being, the color of your eyes and hair, your stature, your abili
ties ... they were all there in that tiny little cell. Is that not miraculous? 

Life is such a wondrous thing. It is an adventure and the best thing about it is, God helps His 
children to live life to the fullest. 

It's a Wondeiful Life is my favorite movie of all time. In the movie, Jimmy Stewart's superb 
acting depicts a man weighed down by many problems. He wished he had never been born. 
He gets his wish. He is permitted to see how his family and community would have been 
without his presence and influence. When the wish was reversed, his joy was overwhelming, 
because he was able to see the purpose of life ... to lose oneself in love for others. ' 

If the Lord were to give me a choice, I would enthusiastically exclaim: "Yes, Lord! I .will 
go to earth. I will take the risk. I will love. I may not be loved in return, but I will risk re
jection and I will risk pain, because it hurts to love. It is worth it, because I will also experi
ence the indescribable joy and i<cstasy of love. 

"Though I will be a sinner - for we all have sinned - I will seek forgiveness. This is the rea
son You came ... to forgive, to redeem, to save mankind. 

"I will fight the fight. I will complete the journey. I will return to You a different person 
than I was before." 

So I thank You, Lord, for my time to live. Thank You for my chance to try to make the 
world a better place. I wouldn't have missed it for the world! 

Joan Clayton, in Pulpit Helps 



Sen'ing 6od 
THE VALUE, f\ND ABUSE, OF COCOONS 

"After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain 
by themselves. There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, am/, his clothes became as · 
white as the light. Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. Peter said to 
Jesus, 'Lord, it is good for us to b here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters - one for you, one for Moses and 
one for Elijah."' (Matthew 17:1-4) 

When warm weather returns, we ' ll see lots of cocoons. In them will be caterpilla~s waiting to be transformed into 
butterflies. The cocoon will open and the gorgeous butterfly will emerge to face the world. It's part of God's 
plan to grace us with the beauty of creation. 

Cocoons serve a purpose. They protect the developing butterfly. Only when it's ready to face the world with 
wings will it emerge.' Were it to remain in the cocoon forever, however, we would be robbed of the beauty of one 
of.God's unique creations. 

When I think of this story of Peter, James and John from Scripture, I think of a cocoon. Jesus took the three 
disciples up the mountain with Him. While there, Moses and Elijah, 'two of the greatest figures from the Old 

• Testament, appeared to them. The impulsive Peter immediately thought that he should build shelters for Moses 
and Elijah, and even one for Jesus. There was something about the moment that he wanted to preserve. 

God thought differently. ·Before Jesus could answer, God spoke, announcing that Jesus was His Son. The 
disciples fell on their feet in fear. Shortly thereafter, Jesus reassured them through His touch and led. them back 
down the mountain. As they walked, Jesus spoke of the suffering He would soon experience. When they came 
off the mountain, they were met by the usual sea of humanity, many of whom needed healing. 

Occasionally, we're allowed to experience much of what Peter, James and John experienced. We may not see 
inen like Moses and Elijah, or actually stand in the presence of Jesus, but we know we are i.n the presence of the 
Holy Spirit. We can fee Him. We can hear His voice speaking to our hearts. Like Peter, we don't want to lose 
the moment. We want to suspend time. We want to build a cocoon that will capture the experience forever. We 
want the spiritual high to never end. But God has different plans. He calls us to get offtlie mountain and back 
into a world of people that need us. 

How will you spend today? In a cocoon hidden away from the world or in the midst of people who need you? 
There is no place for cocoons in the life of a Christian. It's great to spend time on the mountain _with Jesus, but 
He will never leave us there. Where He will lead us today? 

Prayer: Our Father, thank You for letting us feel your presence. Thank You for allowing us those times where we 
feel especially close to You. But Father, let us learn from those special times. Let us learn what Ybu want us to 
do. Let us learn how to do Your work in the world. Let us learn how to help people who hurt. Let us learn how 
to reach out to people who need us. Let us learn how to emerge from our cocoons of comfort and show people 
what a wonderful God You are. Ainen. 

2 

Tony Johnson, Chosen Word Ministries, 
Hampton, Virginia 

Bible Trilia 

BIBLE TRIVIA PUZZLE #1 

This puzzle consists of a Bible trivia question, with several clues to help you answer it. To solve the puzzle, 
first answer as many of the clues as you can. Then, write the first letter of each clue answer in the space 
provided. These letters, when unscrambled, form the answer to the trivia question. Note: the clue answers 
themselves do not necessarily have any connection with the trivia answer - it is only their first letters that are 
important. 

Trivia Question: What prophet's name means "my messenger"? 

Clues: 

(i) Rank in the Roman army held by Cornelius. (9 letters) ________ _ 

' (ii) Third book of the Old Testament. (9 letters) ___ __ .- ___ _ 

(iii) Paul went here between trips to Pisidian Antioch and Lystra. (7 letters) ____ -, ____ _ 

(iv) The sister of Moses and Aaron. (6 letters) __ ___ _ 

(v) Sacrifices were made on the_. (5 letters) _ _ __ _ 

(vi) He was king when Jesus was born. (5 letters) __ _ _ _ 

(vii) He succeeded Abijah as king of Judah. (3 letters) __ _ 

Trivia Answer: 

Write down the first letter of the answer to each clue here: 

Now unscramble the letters to.find the answer to the question. The answer, and a new' puzzle, will appear in 
next week's bulletin. · · 

- Mark Garner 

3 



Fan1ily Information 
Food Pantry 

The food pantry is in need of the following: 
deodorant, saltine crackers, small instant coffee, baby 
food, tea, brown paper bags, pancake mix, pancake 
syrup. 

Thank You, Lord 
Just this once, Lord, I want to come to you with no 
problems, but simply to say, 

"Thank You, Father." 
Thank you: 
•For Your forgiveness when I fall. 
•For the sheer joy of sleep when I'm terribly tired. 
•For the silent strength of humility when pride overtakes 
me. 

•For the remedies for sickness when I am ill. 
•For the simplicity of orderliness when I face confusion. 
•For the assurance that you have made a place especially 
for me, when I feel inadequate among my peers. 
•For the joy of helping otjlers when I see tired people in 

· need. 
•For the earthly evidences of Your will when I am trying 
to find out what life is all about. 
•For the reality of Your world, when I stray too far into 
fantasy. 
•For the rightness of reasonableness, when I panic· too 
quickly. 

•For the fun that refreshes when everything gets too 
serious. 

•For the renewal in moments of silence when I'm dizzy 
being busy in a hectic world. 

Thank You, Lord, for all these things. But most of all, 
thank You for Your abiding presence that makes every day 
I live a day of tharlks. 

East Main Messenger 
Via Bulletin Digest 
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Calendar 

December 
50's Plus Meeting 
COCS Christmas Concert 
Youth Group Christmas Party At Troy 
Lisa's Home 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
No Mid-Week Classes 
No Bible Classes 
10:30 Worship but No Junior Worship 
50' s Plus At Willowbrook Village 

Northland Small Groups 

Leader Location Type 
Mike flipes Home Spiritual Growth 
Tom Barnhatdt ? Spiritual Growth 
Perry Coate Brown Home SpiritQal Growth 
Roy Estep Church Bldg. Personal Support 
Ursula Champney and Billie Thome 

Smith Home Personal Support 
Kevin Chivington Home Young Adults 
Troy Blair Annex · Teens 

Contributions 
Last Week $7322 I Avg YTD $55'29 

Russia $237 AvgYTD $221 

Youth $280 AvgYTD $220 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30pm 
7:00pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacoi1s: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Kevin Chivington, 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, John Lindsay, 
Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morri 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt, Troy Blair 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614)'475-0161 
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Fighting The Batde Alone 

The story is told of an old lady who had moved to the United States 
from Europe when she was a child, but now she wanted to officially 
become a citizen of this country. After months of going through all 
the necessary red tape, she was finally ready to take the requited oath. 

"Raise your right hand, please." 

She raised her right hand. 

"Do you swear to defend the Constitution of the United States against 
all its enemies, domestic or foreign?" was the first question. 

The little old lady's face paled and her voice trembled as she asked in 
a small voice, "Uhhh ... all by myself?" 

, I know the feeling. When I read what the apostle Paul had to say 
about the great spiritual battle going on, I tremble a bit. Paul said, 

"For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principali
ties, against powers, .against the rulers of the darkness . of this age, 
against spiritual, hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places." 
(Eph. 6:12) 

J The thoughts of waging such a battle alone is enough to cause even 
~.. the most stout-hearted to tremble. But we don't go into battle alone! 
Cl> We go forth as a part of the army of God, led by the Son of God in all 
~ his glory, and side by side with every brother and sister in Christ on -i the face of this earth. The battle is still a difficult one. There will be 

~· 
..... 
..... 
~ 
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many casualties along the way. But, thank God, we do not fight it 
alone! 

- Alan Smith; White House (Tennessee) Church of Christ 



Sewing 6od 
WE CANNOT GENERATE THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 

We all have a choice evt?ry day of our lives when it comes to living the Christian life. Either we admit we can't 
live the Christian life and we say "yes" to Christ and to His Word - which releases His life in us as Paul has told 
us in Galatians 2:20- or we choose to try to do it our own way. Failure is when we seek to fulfill the desires of 
our flesh. It is then that we stop fulfilling the desires of the Spirit. 

Paul addressed this so simply in Galatians 5:16: "But I say; walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the 
desire of the flesh~ " As we read on in Galatians 5 we see such a contrast between the works the "flesh" produces 
and the fruit of God's Spirit in a yielded life: "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law" (Gal. 5:22,23). 

There is something that is so important to understand here: The word "fruit" in verse 22, is singular. Paul is not 
listing the "fruits" (plural) of the Spirit, but, the "fruit" of the Spirit. Also, Paul in describing the "fruit of the 
Spirit" does not refer to what one does but to what one is. He changes from "works" to "fruit." When we Jive 
after the·flesh we must "work," and in the context of Galatians, this is what the Law demands! When we'work, 
we will produce the deeds that we just studies. Paul says that "the "wages" of sin is death" (Rom. 6:23). You 
work for wages! But, when we live by the Spirit, God produces His character in us. We are something, before 
we do something. It is Christ living in us. 

Wow! This is so important. We are always looking to see what a man or a church .does but we forget to look at 
the man and see what he is! Anybody can do things, even good things, but only Christ can produce His character 
in us - which is love that qualifies the things done. 

The word "fruit" in the phrase "fruit of the Spirit" is karpos in the Greek. It is the normal result of a branch 
yielding to the vine. Fruit is produced by the tree or vine and draped on the branch. The fruit does not produce 
itself. It is the result of something else. Here, it is the result of one who is yielded to the source. Jesus addressed 
this in John 15:1-8: "/am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser ... Every branch in Me that does not 
bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it, that it may bear more fruit ... As the 
branch cannot bear fruit itself, unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you, unless you abide in Me ... I am the 
vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do 
nothing ... By this is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples." 

The fruit of Christ living in us is His love. The eight qualities mentioned in verses 22 and 23 are simply 
descriptions of this love. If Christ is living in soriieone' s life then His love is present! Why? Because Chris't is 
God and God is love (1 John 4:8, 16)! ! ! When Christ Jives in us, He is Love. 

Now ... ifHe lives in us and His love is present, then there will be eight qualities that are also present. You see, 
there is no definite article before the word "love." Paul is seeking to "qualify it" rather thanjust identify it. Is 
·Christ being seen in your life? 

Wayne Barber, in Pulpit Helps 
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Bible TriJtia 

BIBLE TRIVIA PUZZLE #2 

This puzzle consists of a Bible trivia question, with several clues to help you answer it. To solve the puzzle, 
first answer as many of the clues as you can. Then, write the first letter of each clue answer in the space 
provided. These letters, when unsc~ambled, fm;m the answer to the trivia question. Note: the clue answers 
themselves do not necessarily have any connection with the tr~via .answer - it is only their first letters that are 
important. 

Trivia Question: What Old testament book was called "In the Desert" by ancient Israel? 

Clues: 

(i) Rival group of the Pharisees. (9 letters) ______________ __ _ _ 

(ii) Where Jonah was sent to preach. (7 letters) ______ ____ ___ _ 

(iii) She became queen of Persia. (6 letters) ____ _ ______ _ 

(iv) Youngest son of Jacob and Rachel. (8 letters) ______ __ __ __ __ _ _ 

(v) Paul met the Ephesian elders here. (7 letters) _____ · _________ · 

(vi)TheFeastof __ Bread. (IO letters) ____ ____ • _ __ · __ __ _ _ · ___ _ 

(vii) One of the birds that Noah sent out from the ark. (5 letters) _ ________ _ 

Trivia Answer: 

Write down the first letter of the answer to each clue here: 

Now unscramble the letters to find the answer to the question. The answer, and a new puzzle, will appear in 
next week's bulletin. 

Q..ast week's answers - Clue answers: (i) Centurion, (ii) Leviticus, (iii) Iconium, (iv) Miriam, (v) Altar, 
(vi) Herod, (vii) Asa. Trivia answer: MALACID.) 

- Mark Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The food pantry is in need of the following: 
deodorant, saltine crackers, small instant coffee, baby 
food, tea, brown paper bags, pancake mix, pancake 
syrup. 

Thank You 
We would like to thank everyone who came out and 
was a part of the fellowship last Sunday evening. A 
special thank you to all those who helped plan and set 
up the event. Also to those who provided gifts. The 
love of the Lord was shown and for that we thank all of 
you. Ben & Michelle Ingland 

Youth Announcements 
Winterfest forms are available outside Troy's 
office. Those who received their forms last Wednesday 
evening, the correct date for the event is February 20-
22,2004. These forms need to be in with the deposit by 
the end of the month. Seats are limited this year. 
Everyone (not just teens) - Don't forget love grams are 
on the table in the foyer to et1courage one another. 

New Small Group 
A small group Bible study for married young adults 
will be meeting at the home of Jason and Jackie 
McDaniel. If you are married and between the ages of 
18-35, you are welcome. If you have children, you are 
encouraged to bring them! Their address is 1020 
Snohomish Ave. Phone number: 614-785-1321. 
E-mail: mcdanieljason@sbcglobal.net 

Need Christmas Help? 
Need a Christmas task taken care of? Need some 
Christmas gifts wrapped ? Let us help! The Young 
Adult Small Group will be in the Anne-x this evening 
from 6-8 p.m. and will be on call to help. Bring your 
gifts and wrapping and we 'II take care of the rest. If 
needed we can run an errand for you. Let us help you 
enjoy your celebration. See Kevin for any questions. 

Calendar 
December 

21 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
24 No Mid~Week Classes 
28 No Bible Classes 

10:30 Worship but No Junior Worship 
31 No Mid Week Classes , 

Food Pantry Closed 
31 50's Plus At Willowbrook Village 

No Mid-Week Classes 
Food Pantry Closed 

January 
4 All Groups Meet At Building 5:30 p.m. 

Food Following 
7 50's Plus Meeting 
8 Christian Women's Fellowship 
18 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
21 50's Plus Meeting 

Nurunana sman oroups 
Leader Location Type 
Mike Ripes Home Spiritual Growth 
Tom Barnhardt ? Spiritual Growth 
Perry Coate Brown Home Spiritual Growth 
Roy Estep Church Bldg. Personal Support 
Ursula Champney and Billie Thorne 

Smith Home Personal Support 
Kevin Chivington Home Young Adults 
Troy Blair Annex Teens 
Jason McDaniel Home Young Marrieds 

Contributions 
Last Week $4~15 I Avg YTD $5515 

Russia $190 AvgYTD $220 

Youth $160 AvgYTD $219 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Ripes, Ray Thorne, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradleyi Lynn Champney, Kevin Chivington, 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Law_rence, John Lindsay, 
Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morri$ 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt, Troy Blair 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Christ Our Life 

" ... your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is our life ap
pears, then you also will appear with Him in glory." (Col. 3:3,4). 

Red the first four verses of the third chapter of Colossians and meditate on 
the wonder of the fact that "Christ is our life"! This position and posses
sion in Christ- is provided by God through grace, entirely apart from human 
effort or merit. We are told three things about this life in Christ: 

1. The source of This Life: "Your life is hidden ... in God." As the 
source of all things, God is also the Fountainhead of this fullness of 
life which is to be enjoyed~ in· Christ, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Pause, and praise God for this! 

2. The Security of this Life: "Your life is hidden with Christ in 
God" (v.3). Jesus expressed the same though when He said, " .. ./ 
give them (My sheep) eternal life, and they shall never perish; ne,i
ther shall anyone snatch them out of'My hand. My Father; who has 
given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch 
them out of My Father's hand" (John 10:28,29). Our life in Christ 
is as secure as the Son of God Himself, for it is bound up with Him 
and hidden in God the Father. 

3. The Secret of this Life: "If then you were raised with Christ, seek 
those things which are above, where Christ is sitting at the right 
hand of God" (Col. 3:1). To look above and to draw upon the re~ 
sources that are available in our risen Savior is the secret of victori
ous living. But we must seek these resources. The verb means: 
"coveting earnestly," "striving after." Repudiation of the world and 
the appropriation of the Word - as it reveals Christ to us and in us. 
Remember there are no demands made upon our life that are not 
demands upon His life in us. Let us prove throughout the coming 
days that "Christ ... is our life. " 

Christ is our life, a fact sublime; 
We've naught to fear; we're hid in Him; 
His grace and power at any time 
Are ours by faith, though days be grim. Amen 

Stephen F. Olford 



Ser11ing 6od 
TRUELOVE 

Being a dog lover I was touched by the following story Christy, a friend since childhood shared with me. I have 
no idea who the author is, but it is a wonderful story. 

"Minnie was the funniest looking dog I'd ever seen. During summer vacations, I volunteered at the vet's, and I'd 
seen a lot of dogs. Thin, curly hair barely covered her sausage-shaped body. Her bugged-out eyes always seemed 
surprised. Her tail looked like a rat's tail. She was brought to the vet to be put to sleep because her owners didn't 

··want her anymore. I thought Minnie had a sweet personality though. No one should judge her by her looks, I 
thought. So the vet spayed her and gave her the necessary shots. 

Finally, I advertised Minnie in the local paper: "Funny-looking dog, well behaved, needs loving family." When a 
young man called, I warned him that Minnie was strange looking. The boy on the phone told me that his 
grandfather's sixteen-year-old dog had just died. They wanted Minnie no matter what. 

I gave her a good bath and fluffed-up what was left of her scraggly hair. Then we waited for them to arrive. At 
- last, an old car drove up in front of the vet's. Two kids raced to the door. They grabbed Minnie into their.arms and 

rushed her out to the grandfather. He was waiting in the car. I h1Jrried behind them to see his reaction to Minnie. 

Inside the car, the grandfather cradled Minnie in his arms and stroked her soft hair. She licked his face. Her rat-tail 
wagged so quiCkly that it looked like it might fly off her body. It was love at first lick. The old man smiled and 
exclaimed, "She's perfect!" I was thankful that Minnie had found the good home she deserved. That's when I saw 
that the grandfather's eyes were a milky-white color. He was blind." · 

You see in a similar way God is blind when it comes to seeing the ugliness of our lives, if we are putting forth the 
effort to do what's right. My number one favorite verse in the Bible is 1 John 1 :7 where John writes, "But if we 
walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin." Now I purposely used the King James Translation here, because we can see an 
important teaching through it. Notice the word used for how Jesus' blood helps us. John says, it "cleanseth" us. 
When this was translated from the Greek into English back in 16i 1 AD that little "eth" on the end of the word was 
meant to show that the Greek language indicated this wasn't something that only happened once (i.e. when you 
were first baptized). It is a "continuing action." In other words, as long as we are trying to "walk in the light," (that 
is live as we should be living), Jesus' blood continually washes away our sins. 

That's why God is blind to our sins, Jesus' blood has already washed them away and God can no longer see them. 
That is ·why he is always ready to pick us up with a big smile and say, "You're perfect!" You might take a_look at 
the next few verses after that and see what part of walking in the light includes, but I think you get the idea. 

My prayer is that you will love God enough that you will be just as filled with excitement as Minnie at the thought 
of being in His arms, and that you will love Him enough to continue "walking in the light" of His Word. 
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Russ Lawson 
Greenville Church of Christ, Greenville, OH 

Bible Tri11ia 

BIBLE TRIVIA PUZZLE #3 
I 

This puzzle consists of a Bible trivia question, with several clues to help you answer it. To solve the puzzle, 
first answer as many of the clues as you can. Then, write the first letter ·of each clue answer in the space 
provided. These letters, when unscrambled, form the answer to the trivia question. 'Note: the clue answers 
themselves do not necessarily have any connection with the trivia answer - it is only their first letters that are 
important. 

Trivia Question: What common biblical name means "may he add" or "may God add"? 
' 

Clues: 

(i) Jesus told many of these in his teachings. (8 letters) __________ · _ · ____ _ 

(ii) Mother of John the Baptist. (9 letters) _________________ _ 

(iii) He met the child Jesus in the temple. (6 letters) ------- -----, 

(iv) The mother oflshmael. (5 letters) ----- -----

(v) The father and predecessor of King Ahab. ( 4 letters) _______ _ 

(vi) Prophet who was thrown into a cistern. (8 letters) __ -.----- ________ . ___ _ 

Trivia Answer: 

Write down the first letter of~ answer to each clue here 

Now unscramble the letters to find the answer to the question. The answer, and a new puzzle, will appear in 
next week's bulletin. ' 

' 
(Last week's answers - Clue answers: (i) Sadducees, (ii) Nineveh, (iii) Esther, (iv) Benjamin, (v) Miletus; 
(vi) Unleavened, (vii) Raven. Trivia answer: NUMBERS.) 

- Mark Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following: 
deodorant, saltine crackers, small instant coffee, 
baby food, tea, brown paper bags, pancake mix, 
pancake syrup. 

Church Football 
Quarterback Sneak-Church members quietly 
leaving during the invitation. · 
Draw Play-What many children do with the 
bulletin during worship: 
Benchwarmer-Those who do not sing, pray, 
work, or apparently do anything but sit. 
Backfield-in-Motion-Making a trip to the back 
(restroom or water fountain) during the service. 
Staying in the pocket-What happens to a lot of 
money that should be given to the Lord's work. 
Two Minute Warning-The point at which you 
realize the sermon is almost oyer and begin to 
gather up your children and belongings. 
Instant Replay-The preacher loses his notes and 
falls back on last week's ilhistrations. 
Sudden Death-What happens to the attention 
span of the congregation if the preacher goes 
"overtime." 
Trap--You're called on to pray and are asleep. 
End Run-Getting out of church quickly, without 
speaking to any guest or fellow member. 
Flex Defense-The ability to allow absolutely 
.nothing said during the sermon to affect your life. 
Blitz-The rush for the restaurants following the 
closing prayer. 

-Via Dale Stone, 
In Pulpit Helps 
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Calendar 

December 
No Bible Classes 
10:30 Worship but No Junior.Worship 
No Mid Week Classes 
Food Pantry Closed 
50' s Plus At Willowbrook Village 
No Mid-Week Classes 
Food Pantry Closed 

January 
All Groups Meet At Building 5:30 p.m. 
Food Following 
50' s Plus Meeting 
Christian Women's Fellowship 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 

Northland Small Groups 

Leader Location Type 
Mike Ripes Home Spiritual Growth 
Tom Barnhardt · ? Spiritual Growth 
Perry Coate Brown Home Spiritual Growth 
Roy Estep Church Bldg. Personal Support 
Ursula Champney and Billie Thome 

Smith Home Personal Support 
Kevin Chivington Home Young Adults 
Troy Blair Annex Teens 
Jason McDaniel Home Young Marrieds 

Contributions 
Last Week $5874 I Avg YTD $5522 

Russia $159 AvgYTD $219 

Youth $150 AvgYTD $217 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30pm 
7:00pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Ripe~, Ray Tho.me, Charlie Yates 

Sunday Evening · 
Wednesday Evening 

north111ndcJ1urchofchrist.com 

Deaco11s: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Kevin Chivington, 
Darrell Este_p, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, John Lindsay, 
Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt, Troy Blair 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Weep No More Forever 
"The voice of weeping shall be no more heard" (Isiah 65: 19). 

The glorified weep no more, for all outward causes of grief are gone. There 
are no broken friendships, nor blighted prospects in heaven. Poverty, fam
ine~ peril, persecution, and slander are unknown there. 

No pain distresses, no thought of death or bereavement sadd~ns. They 
weep no more, for they are perfectly sanctified. No "evil heart of unbelief' 
prompts them to depart from the living God; they are without fault before 
His throne, and are fully conformed to His image. 

Well may they cease to mourn who have ceased to sin. They weep no 
more, because all fear of change is past. They know that they are eternally 
secure. 

Sin is shut out, and they are shut in. They dwell within a city which shall 
never be stormed; they bask in a sun which shall never set; they drink of a 
river which shall never dry; they pluck fruit from a tree which shall never 
wither. Countless cycles may revolve, but eternity shall not be exhausted, 
and while eternity endures, their immortality and blessedness shall coexist 
with it. 

They are forever with the Lord. They weep no more, because every desire 
~ is fulfilled. They cannot wish for anything which they have not in posses
~ sion. 
.Q 

§ Eye and ear, heart and hand, jud~ent, imagination, hope, desire, will, all 
~ the faculties, are completely satisfied; and imperfect as our present ideas are 
~ of the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him, yet we 
~ know, by the revelation of the Spirit, that the saints above are supremely 
::i blessed. The joy of Christ, which is an infinite fullness of delight, is in 
~ them. They bathe themselves in the bottomless, shoreless sea of infinite be

atitude. 
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That same joyful rest remains for us. It may not be far distant. Ere long the 
weeping willow shall be exchanged for the palm branch of victory, and sor
row's dewdrops will be transformed into the pearls of everlasting bliss. 
"Wherefore comfort one another with these words. " 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
From Morning and Evening 



Sening 6od 
Oops! 

It takes huge amounts of brainpower, capital, and hard work to produce those sophisticated satellites we 
put in orbit around Earth. In today's high-tech world, however, they are good investments. We can 
hardly do without them. 

There are communications satellites that allow you to take a phone from Canada to Australia to Brazil 
and be reached at the same number. Internet connections are made via those satellites. Radio and TV 
are broadcast in digital format for true sound and picture. We locate lost climbers. We coordinate troop 
movements. We ... Well, what don't we do through satellite technology? 

The NOAA-N Prime is a nearly completed weather satellite scheduled to go into polar orbit in 2008. It 
is to monitor the climate for up to four years. In addition to weather, vegetation, and drought studies, it 
will receive distress signals from hikers and mariners. And its cost is a whopping $239 million! 

As it was being moved at a Lockheed Martin plant in California Saturday a week ago, it fell three feet 
onto the plant floor and was seriously damaged. According to news reports, the fourteen-foot satellite 
will have to be studied closely to see what parts can be repaired or salvaged. It is still too early to tell if 
it will be capable of carrying out its original functions. Oops! 

That's a mighty important and expensive blunder. A $239-million project has been jeopardized because 
nobody noticed that bolts to secure the satellite to its flip-over cart were missing. It turns out that a crew 
working on another project in the same building had removed them the day before. 

What we sometirp.es dismiss as trivial things frequently make the difference in success or failure. 
Missing bolts worth a few dollars smashed a quarter-billion dollar apparatus on the floor. Failure to face 
the obvious about market tre:Q.ds causes a company to go belly-up. An inexcusable moral lapse. 
torpedoes a marvelous relat_ionship. Petty gossip disrupts the unity of a church. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes once said: "Take your needle; my child, and work at your pattern; it will come 
out a rose by and by." Life is like that; one stitch at a time taken patiently, and the pattern will come out 
all right like embroidery." 

Pay attention today. Affirm the "little people,'• and take care of the "little things." At the end of the day, 
a great outcome will have depended on it. 

- "The FAX of Life" 
from Rubel Shelly and the Woodmont Hills Church 
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Bible TriJ1ia 

BIBLE TRIVIA PUZZLE #4 

This puzzle consists of a Bible trivia question, with several clues to help you answer it. To solve the puzzle, 
first answer as many of the clues as you can. Then, write the first letter of each clue answer in the space 
provided. These letters, when unscrambled, form the answer to the trivia question. Note: the clue answers 
themselves do not necessarily have any connection with the trivia answer - it is only their first letters that are 
important. 

Trivia Ol1estion: Which_ book of the Bible uses the word "faith" the most times? 

Clues: 

(i) What God fed his people in the desert. (5 letters) _________ _ 

(ii) Peter's brother. (6 letters) ________ ___ _ 

(iii) She helped the Israelites at Jericho. (5 letters) ________ - . _ 

(iv) Elisha told him to wash seven times in the Jordan. (6 letters) ___________ _ 

(v) The Mount of_. (6 letters) ___________ _ 

(vi) As numerous as the ·_ in the sky. (5 letters) ______ . ___ _ 

Trivia Answer: 

Write down the first letter of the answer to each clue here: 

Now unscramble the letters to find the answer to the question. The answer will appear in next week's 
bulletin. This is the last of our holiday puzzles for this year. 

(Last week's answers - Clue answers: (i) Parables, (ii) Elizabeth, (iii) Simeon, (iv) Hagar, (v) Omri, (vi) 
Jeremiah. Trivia answer: JOSEPH. For the origin of the _!lame, see Genesis 30:22-24.) 

-Mark Gamer 
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