
Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
tea, pancake mix and syrup, macaroni and 
cheese, coffee, Gereal soup. 

I wish to express my thanks to the congregation 
for the beautiful plant, prayers and cards at the 
recent death of my brother, Rufus Wheat. 

Ruth Nelson & Family 

Many thanks to the "Small Group" who 
brought a most generous collection of food to 
the pantry last week. Also, many thanks to the 
single family who brought a grocery cart of 
food (they didn't want to be recognized) but 
God knows who you are! Our only needs at 
present are for snacks and cookies - no more 
paper or plastic bags. Kris Durr brought 
enough to last about a year. Thanks to all 

Food Pantry Workers 

Offering Envelopes-The offering envelopes 
for 2002 are on the table in the foyer. If you do 
not have envelopes and would like a set, 
please see Brian Arnold or Pam Estep. 

Calendar 
January 

16 50's Plus 
18-19 Teen Lock-In 
20 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
26 Women's Brunch 

Many thanks go out to, our parents of teens for 
helping support the teen ministry. You truly are 
a blessing to us! Special thanks go to the 
McVickers for graciously opening their home 
for our Christmas party. Robbie did a great job 
of feeding us too! Thank you also to the 
Barnhardts for bravely opening their home for 
the New Year's Eve party and to Cindi Gillespie 
for insuring that our Ukranian gifts made it into 
the right hands. 

Anyone interested in attending the Sonic Flood 
concert on Friday, February 15 at Genoa Baptist 
as a group? If so, see Vicki Thomas today; she 
will be purchasing tickets this week. 

Vicki & Lloyd 

Contributions 
Last Week $5303 I Avg YTD $5743 

Russia $157 IAvgYTD $250 

Youth Min. $167 I Avg YTD $306 

Services Elders: Wilbur AUen/ Tom Bambai~t,, Frank ChappellJ Roy Estep. 

9.30 Mike llipes,_Ray 1b.orn~.,ph~lie Yates 

1 oho ii: J>eaco_ns: Bri~~old. John Bradley~ Lynn. Champney, Darrell Estep, Jaek 
,5~30 -:m -EvansJ_D<>n. Gtllesp1e. Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters,. 

Sunday Bible Study 
Silnday Worship Seivlce 
Sunday Ev~nlng_ 
Wednesda}r Evening l:do'Pm Mark Moms . 
northlandchul'chofdfrist.com E''! . .,angelists: Mike Nipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 4 7 5-0161 
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Thoughts For A New rear 

"The God of Israel will- be your reward." Isaiah 52: 12 

Security from Yesterday. "God requireth that which is past." At 
the end of the year we turn with eagerness to all that God has for 
the future, and yet anxiety is apt to arise from remembering the 
yesterdays. Our present enjoyment of God's grace is apt to be 
checked by the memory of yesterday's sins and blunders. But 
God is the God of our yesterdays, and He al lows the memory of 
them in order to turn the past into a ministry of spiritual culture 
for the future. God reminds us of the past lest we get into a shal
ow security in the present. 

Security for To-morrow. "For the lord will go before you." This 
is a gracious revelation, that God will garrison where we have 
failed to. He will watch lest things trip us up again into like fail
ure, as they assuredly would do if He were not our reward. 
God's hand reaches back to the past and makes a clearing-house 
for conscience. 

,.... , 

~ Security for To-day. "For ye shall not go out with haste." As we 
~ go forth into the coming year, let it not be in the haste of impetu
::S'· ous, unremembering delight, nor with the flight of impulsive 

:C:. thoughtlessness, but with the patient power of knowing that the 
;: God of Israel will go before us. Our yesterdays present irrepara
cu ble things to us; it is true that we have lost opportunities which 
§ will never return, but God can transform this destructive anxiety 
~ into a constructive thoughtfulness for the future. Let the past 

~leep, but let it sleep on the bo~om of Christ. 

N Leave the Irreparable Past in His hands, and step out into the lrre
g sistible Future with Him. 
N 
CD' 

~ 
::i c:: 
~ 

Oswald Chambers, 
From "My Utmost For His Highest" 



Se1·11ing 6od 

"WHO CONTROLS YOUR LIFE?" 

Imagine for a moment that your life is represented by a circle. Inside that circle, in the very center, is a 
throne. On that throne sits - by your choosing - the ruling influence in your life. Who is sitting on the 
throne of your heart? 

Some put their enemies on the throne of their hearts. These people allow their enemies to consume their 
lives. Hate for their enemies controls their thoughts, their actions,_ and their attitudes. 

, 

; 

Some put their friends or loved ones on the throne of their hearts. Many allow their friends or loved ones 
to dictate what they wear, what they say, what they do, even what they .believe about God. Friends can be 
a blessing or they can be a curse. Amnon had a friend, but he was the wrong kind of friend (read 2 Samuel 
13). The Scriptures warn: "Do not be deceived: 'Evil company corrupts good habits'" (1 Corinthians 
15:33). 

Most put self on the throne of their hearts. "What's in it for me?" is the determining factor in the lives of 
those who are dominated by self. If we will stop and think, however, the most miserable person and the 
most selfish person are one and the same! 

We should put Christ on the throne of our hearts. If we would experience an abundant life now (John 
10:10) and eternal life in heaven (Romans 6:23), we must allow Christ to rule and control our lives! Christ 
is Lord (Acts 2:36). The word "Lord" means master, owner; one who has power or authority over another. 
Is He your Lord? 

Some may argue, "How can life be abundant if I live under the control of someone else?!?" The beautiful 
thing about the Lordship of Jesus Christ is that He is a loving Lord who wants the best for us. He knows 
what we do not - He sees what we cannot. And so, to have the greater blessings which are splritual in 
nature, we must trust Him and submit to His Lordship. For Jesus to be our Lord, we must obey Him. The 
Lord instructs us to believe in Him (John 8:24), repent of our sins (Luke 13:3), be baptized for the remission 
of our sins (Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 2:38), and continue to obey Him in all things (Matthew 7:21). 

Jesus has said, "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who 
does the· will of My Father in heaven" (Matthew 7:21). He has also asked, "But why do you call Me 'Lord, 
Lord,' and do not do the things which I say?" (Luke 6:46). · 

In our individual lives, if Jesus is not Lord of all, He is not Lord at all. 

Each of us will serve someone. Each of us will put someone on the throne of our hearts. It may be our 
enemies, our friends or loved ones, our selves, Christ, or some other. We're going to serve someone! 

Whom do you serve? Who is your Lord? 
God bless you! 

·-David A. Sargent, Church of Christ at, Creekwood (Mobile, Alabama) 
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6rowth In Jes11s 
WE ARE IN H IM WHO IS TRUE 

THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN 
Week Nineteen 

From God or From the World (1 John 4:4-6) 

You, dear children, are from God and have 
overcome them, because the one who is in 
you is greater than the one who is in the 
world. They are from the world and therefore 
speak from the viewpoint of the world, and 
the world listens to them. We are from God, 
and whoever knows God listens to us; but 
whoever is not from God does not listen to us. 
This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth 
and the spirit of falsehood. (1 John 4:4-6) 

John forewarns us about false "spirits". From 
God's perspective, there is a sharp distinction 
between those who speak the truth and those 
who tell lies. There are times when it can be 
very difficµlt for us to tell the difference, but 
there is nothing wrong with us just because the 
world does not listen to the message of the 
gospel. We have overcome worldly influences 
(verse 4), and the victory over false teachers 
and the lying spirits behind them has already 
been won by Jesus Christ. Their power is 
limited, while God's is unlimited. Those who 
leave the darkness and who are walking in the 
light have a Spirit who guides them into all 
truth. We do not have to fight against 
falsehood on our own. 

When the world does not listen to us, they are 
only being true to their nature and to their 
spiri tual father (verse S). The worldly have a 
set of priori ties fundamentally different from 
.the values and ideals held by Christians. 
"What is highly valued among men is 
detestable in God's sight" (Luke 16: 15). 
Unbelievers give attention, respect, and praise 
to those who proclaim and promote worldly 

3 

' 
values. We should not make the mistake of 
competing with them on thei r own terms. The 
gospel of Christ fulfill s needs that many pagans 
do not even know that they have, needs much 
deeper than their foolish worldly cravings and 
boasting. But because of our own insecurities, 
Christians all too often try to attract attention to 
the gospel by revising it, by diluting it, so that 
it seems to meet the kinds of trivial, fleshly 
goals that interest unbelievers. Instead of this, 
we ought to teach the full truth of the gospel, 
because those who do want a relationship With 
God will listen to the truth when they have an 
opportun ity to hear it. Let us never, in a 
misguided attempt to make the gospel less 
objectionable to those who have no real 
interest in God anyway, deprive the · true 
seekers of their chance to hear the full truth. 

Those who know God lister:i to God, not to the 
world and its heroes (verse 6). Just as those 
who are from the world will prefer to listen to 
other worldly voices, so too those who know 
God ·will listen to voices that speak truthfully, 
from God and about God. Any person who 
truly has fellowship with God will . always 
prefer the truth that comes from God over the 
many voices speaking from the world, even 
though the latter may be louder, more 
appealing, or more exciting to the flesh. We 
thus can be secure in our identity as God's 
children. , The world may ignore or even 
ridicule what we say, but the other children of 
our Father will accept us as we are. · 

- Mark W. Garner 

(Answers to last week's trivia puzzle - Clue 
answers: (i) Hananiah, (ii) Obsolete, (iii) Ahab, 
(iv) Cafla, (v) Troas, (vi) Nineveh, (vii) Italian. 
Trivia answer: ANTIOCH.) 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix and syrup, spaghetti, saltines. 

The Food Pantry really needs HELP in packing 
up orders for clients on Wednesday. Most of 
the work involved is easy and would be much 
appreciated by the church and the recipients. 
See Marie McMasters to sign up TODAY! 

Deacons 
Deacons, mark'your calendars for the next 
meeting, February 3rd, 8:00 a.m. · 

Offering Envelopes 
The offering envelopes for 2002 are on the ta
ble in the foyer. Please pick up your envelopes 
if you have not already done so. If you do not 
have envelopes and would like a set, please 
see Brian Arnold or \Pam Estep. · 

Words Of Wisdom 
God cannot give us happiness and peace apart 
from Himself, because It is not here. There is 
no such thing. C.S Lewis 

Our hatred of someone does not affect their 

16 
18-19 
20 
26 

1 
3 
3 
6 
8 
9-23 
15 
15-17 
17 
22 

Calendar 

January 
50's Plus 
Teen Lock-In 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Women's Brunch 

February 
Singles Activity 
All Groups Meet At Building 
Deacons Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
50's Plus Meeting ' 
Singles Activity 
Hipes On Vacation 
Singles Activity 
Winterfest 
.50's Plus ''Eat Out Sunday" 
Singles Activity 

' 

Contributions 
peace of mind, but it certainly' can ruin ours. I Last Week 

-W. A. "Dub" Nance 
$4780 I Avg YTD 

Russja $257 I Avg YTD 

Youth Min. $190 I Avg YTD 

Eldersr Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
M'tke Ripes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates • 

$4780 

$257 

$190 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Wonhlp Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:3'0 am 
10:30 am 
5:3'0 pm 
7:00 pin 

Deacom: Biian Armold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, DOQ· Gillesp•e, Lou Lawrence; Jack Ma\)ersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 

northlandchurchofchri$t.com 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A Blessed Def eat 
When you think of brokenness, do you have the mental picture of a broken 
vessel or of someone who has been beaten int0 subjection? Brokenness is 
much mo~e. Brokenness is the "willing submission of one to the will and wis
dom of another who has the right to own, to control, to master." 

Consider the wild horse, running free. He is beautiful to see, but useful for 
nothing. He does no work, nor does he provide pleasure for anyone but him
self . 

But for the horse who has been broker:i to the bit by his owner, there is a won
derful sense of controlled and usable strength. His value soars b~cause he is 
now a source of satisfaction and joy. 

.S. Lewis writes of the ultimate brokenness: "Every story of conversion is the 
story of a blessed defeat." Brokenness begins at the point of conversion, when 
one's will is surrendered to the will of Christ. 

When David prayed his prayer f6r pardon, he spoke for all of us who have 
ever sinned: uThe sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite 
heart, 0 god, you will not despise" (Ps. 51 :17). 

That initial surrender is only the beginning.' There are ongoing breakings that 
have to take place because we continue to live in these bodies of flesh that 
struggle to rise up and have the preeminence, even when we have given the 
reins of our lives to our Lord and Master. 

I 

As Roy Hession, author of The Calvary Road, a classic work on brokenness, 
writes: "Every humiliation, every one who tries and vexes us, is God's way of 
breaking us, so that there is a yet deeper channel in us for the life of Christ." 

It is only as that part of us that is capable and strong and defensive comes 
down that the life of the Lord Jesus can be seen. It is a choice we are each 
called on to make in so many small ways. 

If you really want the life of Christ to be seen in you today, there is a display 
window that no one can miss: the place where our relationships are lived out. 
Have I overlooked my husband's thoughtless action toward me? Have I cho
sen to let my friend's tacky remark go unanswered? Have I let a slight pass 
without comment? 

~ Our daily lives showcase our yieldedness to the Master who owns and con-
ca trols us. 
::s c:: 
~ 

Jan Silvious,1 

From The 5-Minute Devotional 



Se1·14ng God 

IRRITATING OTHERS 

I heard a story recently about a student named Donald .MacDonald from the Isle of Skye (in 
Scotland), who was admitted into the prestigious Oxford University, and was living in the hall of 
residence in his first year there. His clan was so excited that one of their own had made it into 
the upper class of education, but they were concerned how he would do in "that strange land." 
After the first month, his mother came to visit. 

"And how do you find the English students, Donald?" she asked. 

"Mother," he replied in his thick brogue. "They're such terrible, noisy people. The one on that 
side keeps banging his head against the wall, and won't stop. The one on the other side screams 
and screams and screams, away into the night." ' 

"Oh, Donald! How do you manage to put up with these awful noisy English neighbors?" 

"Mother, I do nothing. I just ignore them. I just stay here quietly, playing my bagpipes ... " 

Sometimes it helps to realize that when we find people to be so irritating, it may well be that they 
find us to be the same (and perhaps for better reason). Even deeds done with the best of 
intentions can be irritating. 

Solomon said, 

? 

"He who blessed his friend with a loud voice, rising early in the morning, it will be counted a 
curse to him." (Proverbs 27:14). 

I suppose we could ask ourselves the question, "What am I doing that may be irritating others 
around me?" But I think we would be better served to ask it in a more positive way: "What am I 
doing to be a blessing to others around me?" 

"A man has joy by the answer of his mouth, and a word spoken in due season, how good it 
is!" (Proverbs 15:23) 

2 

Alan Smith 
Boone Church of Christ (North Carolina) 
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Growth In Jesus 
WE ARE IN .HIM WHO IS TRUE 

THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN 
Week Twenty 

Love Comes From God (1 John 4:7-12) 

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love 
comes from God. Everyone who loves has 
been born of God and knows God. Whoever 
does not love does not know God, because 
God is love. This is how God showed his love 
among us: He sent his one and only Son into 
the world that we might live through him. This 
is love: not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God 
so . loved us, we also ought to love one 
another. No one has ever se~n God; but if we 
love one another, God lives in us and his love 
is made,complete in us. (1John4:7-12) 

God is the source of ail love, and indeed "God 
is love". God defines love, makes love 
possible, and exemplifies love. Therefore love 
must characterize anyone who wants to .know 
God. In these well- known verses, John links 
God's love and our love, and also connects 
being born of God with living in love. Further, 
he tells us that knowing · God always lead to 
loving others. Love is such an integral part of 
God's character that anyone who knows him 
at all will automatically be influenced by it. 
The converse is that anyone who thinks of 
God only in terms of commands or rules has 
never really known God at all. As the apostle 
has taught us in the previous chapter, God's 
concept of love is much deeper than most 
human conceptions. 

John thus gives us another reminder of what 
love means to God (verses 9-10). Jesus Christ 
revealed God's perfect love through his life, 
teachings, and sacrificial ministry. Through 

Jesus' perfect love, we also see the love of God 
the Father, who freely gave his only Son as a 
gift to a sinful and desperate world . But John 
also wants us to see that love must always be 
defined by God. We cannot ever achieve or 
experience perfect love simply by observing 
and emulating Jesus at a distance, but only 
through personal fellowship with God. 
Genuine love never originates in the hearts or 
minds of humans, but only in God. Genuine 
love is never defined by human standards, but 
by God's character, nature, and will. So, when 
we understand our need to love others more 
deeply, we ought not to try desperately to 
summon forth emotional feelings that we do 
not have, but rather should strive better to 
understand God and his feelings towards us. 

John thus calls us to follow God's example 
(verses 11 -12). Two very important points 
appear here: God's love motivates us, and 
God's love is made complete in us. The more 
we understand God's love for us, the more we 
can cut through our own self -condemnation to 
see how eager God is to know us and to 
overlook our faults, the more that we then can 
gro'.W in our love for others. An awareness of 
God's unconditional love takes the focus off of 

. ourselves, and thus helps to clear away many 
of the obstacles (guilt, selfishness, and many 
more) that keep us from loving others. John 
also tells us that, when we strive to love one 
another, we have the capacity to experience 
God's love being made complete. As we grow 
m our love for God, we grow in our love for 
others. As we grow in our love for others, this 
in turn helps us to see and experience God's 
love in even greater ways. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix and syrup, cereal, saltine crackers, 

, jelly, peanut butter. 

Deacons 
Deacons, mark your calendars for the next 
meeting, February 3rd, 8:00 a.m. 

Welcome 
Emmanuel Damson placed membership at 
Northland. He's originally from Ghana and 
has been in the United States for 9 years. 

Jail Ministry 
Bible studies using the World Bible School 

material continues to grow with inmates from 
the Franklin County Jail. At this time we have 

'2 st~dents who are using the Spanish lessons. 
We are in need of a "Study Helper" who can 
translate Spanish. Each lesson has 5 discussion 
questions which need to be translated and an
swered. Talk with Will Bickley or Betty Chap
pell if you can help with this. 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Bill and 
Lou'ise Burns at the death of Bill's sister, Doris 
Dye. The funeral was today. 

Calendar 

January 
20 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
26 Women's Brunch 

February 
i 

1 Singles Activity . 
3 All Groups Meet At Building 
3 DeaCQns Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
6 50''s Plus Meeting 
8 Singles Activity 
9-23 Hipes On Vacation 
15 Singles Activity 
1 5-1 7 Wi nterfest 
17 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 50's Plus Meeting 
22 ?ingles Activity 

Frank Chappell has arrived in Sib~ria. He spent 
a week in Voronezh working with Yves and the 
church'. He then traveled by train and plane to 
Barnaul for the winter quarter at the Barnaul School 
of Preaching. 36 students are enrolled at this time. 
He is teaching Hebrews, Psalms and Daniel during 
the quarter. In his spare time he is taking Russian 
lessons from Nikki's mom. He would love to hear 
from you. His E-mail address is listed in the church 
directory 

Contributions 
Last Week $6489 I Avg YTD $5524 

Russia $222 I Avg YTD $212 

Youth Min. $386 AvgYTD $248 

Services 
Sun'day Bible Study 
Stslday Worship Service 
Suriday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00pm 

Elden: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist;com 

Deacons: Brian Am.old, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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No Substitute For God 
Automobiles and subways, televisions and radios, dollars and cents can never 
be substitutes for God. For long before any of these came into existence, we 
needed God. And long after they will have passed away, we will still need 
God. I'm not going to put my ultimate faith in things, in gadgets and contriv
ances. As a young man with most of my I ife ahead of me, I decide9 early to 
give my life to something eternal and absolute. N_ot to these little gods .that are 
here today and gone tomorrow, but to God who is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever. 

Not in the little gods that can be with us in a few moments of prosperity, but 
in the God who walks with us through the valley of the shadow of death and 
causes us to fear no evil. 

Not in the god that can give us a few Cadillac cars and Buick convertibles, as 
nice as they are, that are in style today and out of style three years from now, 
but the God who threw up the stars to bedeck the heavens like swinging lan
terns of eternity. Not in the god that can throw up a few skyscraping build
ings, but the God who threw up the gigantic mountains, kissing the sky, as if 
to bathe their peaks in the lofty blues. Not in the god that can give us a few 
televisions and radios, but the God who threw of the great cosmic light that 
gets up early in the morning in the eastern horizon, who paints its Technicolor 
across the blue - something that man could never make. 

I'm not going to put my ultimate faith in the little gods that can be destroyed in 
an atomic age,but the God who has been our help in ages past, and our hope 
for years to come, and our shelter in the time of storm, and our eternal home. · 
That's the God that I'm putting my ultimate faith in. That's the God that I call 
upon you to worship this morning. 

Go out and be assured that that God is going to last forever. Storms might 
come and go. Our great skyscraping buildings will come and go. Our beauti
ful automobiles will come and go, but God will be here. Plants may wither, 
the flowers may fade away, but the word of our God shall stand forever and 
nothing can ever stop him. The God that I'm talking about this morning is the 
God of the universe and the God that will last through the ages. If we are to 
go forward this morning, we've got to go back and find that God. That is the 
God that demands and commands our ultimate allegiance. 

~ If we are to go forward, we must go back and rediscover those precious val
~.. ues: that all reality hinges on moral foundations and that all reality has spiri
~ tual control. God bless you. 

! 
s::: 
~ 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
(excerpts from a sermon preached in Detroit, February 1954) 



SerJting God 

On Being a Disciple 
In the King's Court 

"Teach me your way, 0 Lord, and I will walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart, that I 
may fear your name. I will praise you, 0 Lord my God, with all my heart; I will glorify your 
name forever. For great is your love toward me; you have delivered my soul from the depths of 
the grave." Psalm 86:11-13 

In any given earthly kingdom, there are definite roles that everyone in this kingdom play. 
There are, of course, the royal family members, the subjects and the servants of various kinds: 
bakers, attendants-even jesters! If you don't realize that you're a part of a kingdom, however, you 
won't acknowledge the king. Why would you? He may call you for some particular duty, and 
you won't respond, not realizing the obligation you are under as his subject to obey the king's 
every command. Then perhaps, you'd land yourself in the dungeon? 

"Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus 
replied, 'The kingdom of God does not come visibly, nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it 
is,' because the kingdom of God is within you (Luke 17:20-21 )." Perhaps the Pharisees saw this 
as a "cop out" on Jesus' part; Jesus wouldn't have to produce any sort of physical kingdom with 
that sort of teaching. Little did they know the incredible power behind those words! 

We happen to serve an incredible king. He is benevolent, loving, just and righteous. A 
king like no other, and certainly unlike any flawed earthly king. He is a king to whom we are 
forever indebted; a king whose glory should be our utmost concern. Being a loyal subject in 
such a glorious kingdom is a great honor that demands t.hat we view this kingdom through 
spiritual eyes. God's kingdom isn't about hostile takeovers, but rather the spreading of the 
gospel, about spreading "righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit." 

To seek our honored king's glory and praise is the least a good, loyal subject can do. 
After all, ,he provides us with everything we need, saves us from our enemies, and showers 
blessings on us continuously. Having said all this, in the coming weeks we'll discuss some of the 
ways in which we can serve this good king. 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
No matter how important we feel ourselves to be-we are under the king's rule and authority and 
not our own. His mandates are our duties. 

Prayers: 
Pray that God would enable us to submit-fully submit to His leading. If we truly love Him, we 
need to be willing to obey his commands, regardless of our ease and comfort. May He 
strengthen us for the work which He has called us to do. 

-Linda Chivington 
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Growth /11 Jesus 
WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE 

THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN 

Week Twenty-One 
Love, the Spirit, & Security (1 John 4: 13-16) 

We know that we live in him and he in us, 
because he has given us of his Spirit. And we 
have seen and testify that the Father has sent 
his Son to be the Savior of the world. If 
anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the . Son of 
God, God lives in him and he in God. And so 
we know and rely on the love God has for us. 
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in 
God, and God in him. (1 John 4: 13-16) 

Living in love develops confidence, security, 
and peace. Here John tells us how everything 
fits together: God's love (especially as shown 
·in Jesus Christ), God's gift of the Spirit, the 
truth of the gospel, and our willingness to live 
in love. First, we have confidence from 
knowing that the Holy Spirit lives within us 
(verse 13). John places great weight on his 
constant reminders that we live "in" God and 
that God is "in" us. Yet this concept, 
encouraging as it is, often seems vague and 
ethereal. John thus gives us numerous ways of 
trying to understand it just a little better. First 
he simply reminds us that God willingly gave 
us his Spirit to live within us, as a clear 
indication of God's desire to live "in" us and to 
have us live "in" him. 

The apostle then links these ideas with 
somewhat more tangible events that could be 
seen and witnessed (verses 14-15). John has 
mentioned frequently that it is not possible to 
know God without acknowledging Jesus as the · 
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divine Son of God who also lived in our world 
in a human body. Without accepting this, we 
can never have any idea what it means to live 
in God, and can never know God on any 
genuine level. If we do realize and believe 
that the Father sent his Son, it helps us better 
to understand many other ideas as well. Jesus 
Christ is the link between the spiritual, eternal 
world of God the Father, which at present we 
cannot see and can only dimly understand, 
and the physical, perishable world that we 
inhabit now, and which is our fleshly body's 
only frame of reference in determining reality. 
When we genuinely acknowledge that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God come in the flesh, it 
opens the door to a new universe, where the 
values and priorities of the earthly world are 
exchanged for better and more lasting ones. 

' 
This then enables us to place our reliance on 
God's love (verse 16). We see again the 
refrain of "God is love" . John does not miss an 
opportunity to remind us that love is a defining 
quality of God. We must constantly remind 
ourselves of the ways that God has shown his 
love in creating us, anticipating our spiritual 
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needs, sending his Son to redeem us, in 
constantly forgiving our mistakes, and in 
teaching us the things we most need to know. 
God also meets many of our fleshly needs, but 
since that is not his ultimate goal, he often acts 
in ways that we do not understand or 
appreciate, causing us to forget how much he 
does love us. John wants us to have a constant 
reminder of the love God has for us, and of the 
importance of love to God. Living in love is a 
good way to get a better sense of what it 
means to live in God. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix and syrup, cereal, saltine crackers, 
jelly, peanut butter. 

Deaco.ns 
Deacons, mark your calendars for the next 
meeting, Febru~ry 3rd, 8:00 a.m. 

High School Retreat 
The time is quickly coming to begin preparing 
for the high school teens retreat. Lloyd and 
Vicki cannot do this alone and are looking for 
adults to volunteer to help. Volunteer chaper
ones will be needed as well. If you can help in 
any way, please see Lloyd or Vicki right away. 
We will call a quick meeting after morning ser
vices this Sunday, Jan. 26, to begin organizing. 
If you don't seek us out, then we may seek you 
out! 

Thank You 
Clara Wells has not been well enough to attend 
church for the last several weeks. She appreci
ates the cards and prayers and hopes to be 
back soon. She is moving to an assisted liv.ing 
apartment this week. Her new address is 2819 
E. Dublin Granville Rd., Apt. 216, Columbus, 
OH 43231. 

1 
3 
3 
6 
8 
9-23 
15 
15-17 
17 
20 
22 

Cale11dar 

February 

Singles Activity 
All Groups Meet At Building 
Deacons Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
50's Plus Meeting_ 
Singles Activity 
Hipes On Vacation 
Singles Activity 
Winterfest 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Singles Activity 

Thank You 
We would like to thank everyone for their 
prayers for our safety and well-being during our 
trip to China. God has blessed us with a won
derful daughter. Also, thanks to those who so 
warmly welcomed us home at the airport and 
those who have brought food or gifts or called 
to wish us well. We are truly blessed in many 
ways~ Perry, Jenny, Tyler & Abby Coate 

Contributions , 

Last Week $5179 I Avg YTD $5438 

Russia $257 I Avg YTD $223 

Youth Min. $249 I Avg YTD $248 

Services 
Sunday Blble Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen. Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell. Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes,'"Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Am.old, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence,cJack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Evangel/Sa: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Qualities Of God's Mercy 
"/trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever" (Ps. 52:8). 

Meditate a little on this mercy of the Lord. It is tender mercy. With gentle, 
loving touch, he heals the broken in heart, and binds up their wounds. 

He is as gracious in the manner of his mercy as in the matter of it. It is 
great mercy. There is nothing little in God; His mercy is like Himself - it is 
infinite. · 

You cannot measure it. His mercy is so great that it forgives great sins to 
great sinners, after great lengths of time - and then gives great favors and 
great privileges, and raises us up to great enjoyments in the great heaven of 
the great God. 

It is undeserved mercy, as indeed all true mercy must be, for deserved 
mercy is only a misnomer for justice. There was no right on the sinner's 
part to the kind consideration of the Most High. If the rebel been doomed 
at once to eternal fire, he would have richly merited the doom, and if de
livered from wrath, sovereign love is the only cause, for there was none in 
the sinner himself. 

It is rich mercy. Some things are great, but have little power in them, but 
this mercy is a cordial to your drooping spirits; a golden ointment to your 
bleeding wounds; a heavenly bandage to your broken bones; a royal char
iot for your weary feet; a bosom of love for your trembling heart. 

~ It is manifold mercy. As Bunyan says, "All the flowers in God's garden are 
...:- double." There is no single mercy. ,... 
cu 
§ -· ~ 

You may think you have but one mercy, but you shall find it to be a whole 
cluster of mercies. . 
It is abounding mercy. Millions have received it, yet far from its being ex
hausted; it is as fresh, as full, and as free as ever. 

~ It is unfailing mercy. It will never leave you. Your Father's mercy will be 
with you in temptation to keep you from yielding; with you in trouble to 

~.. keep you from sinking; with you living, to be the light and life of your 
~ countenance; and with you dying, to be the joy of your soul when earthly 
ca 1comfort is ebbing fast. 
:::J c: 
~ 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon 



Ser11i11g God 

On Being a Disciple 
Living and Active 

"Then Jesus came to them and said, 'All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey all that I have commanded you ... " 
Matthew 28: 18-20 

"Jesu~ freaks." That's the phrase that comes to my mind when I think of the early church. I 
don't believe we'd still be reading about them today if their lives didn't reflect radical obedience to 
the gospel. . If they were content to remain a social group that met fairly often but didn't really apply 
the Word in their lives in a dramatic, life-changing way, they'd have been lost to history. 

Part of their obedience (and ours) is to spread the gospel. The early disciples throughout the 
book of Acts are recorded numerically over and •over to show in concrete, measurable terms the 
growth that was taking place; a few thousand here, a few thousand there. Routinely, large groups 
were being added to their number. How did this happen? 1 

There are many schools of thought on this subject, but I think it boils down to obedience, 
pure. and simple. The believers were of one mind and purpose. They met daily in the temple courts; 
they broke bread together; they had everything in common, and some went to far-off lands to teach 
about the Christ. "And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved (Acts 
2:47b)." They knew what their purpose was-to live the·gospel and share it. According to Robert 
Coleman in his book The Master Plan of Discipleship, "The message by its nature cannot be self
contained. If Christ is Lord of all, then every C:reated being must recognize His claims upon his or her 
own life. Thus it was written that His glory must be declared among the nations." Repeatedly, the 
scriptures talk of spreading the Word of God to the ends of the earth-to the farthest reaches of our 
world. 

The early disciples took this "Great Commission" of Christ as their primary focus, and it 
showed. They succeeded in reaching large portions of the known world by their obedient 
commitment. The living and active gospel was beginning to make its indelible mark on our world ... 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
The Great Commission is challenge enough. To make every effort to reach out and save as many as 
possible in this corrupt and wicked world is a task like no other. Praise God that He gives us 
evei'ything we need in His Spirit to help us on our journey! 

Prayers: 
Pray that God might truly open our eyes to the spirjtual realities all around us. We need to submit to 
His lordship and leading in humility and love. Fast if you feel called to, because spiritual awareness is 
something we truly need in order to successfully spread the Word. 

-Linda Chivington 
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Growth /11 Jes11s 

WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE 
THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN 

Week Twenty-Two 
Implications of Love (1 John 4:17-21) 

In this way, love is made complete among us 
so that we will have confidence on the day of 
judgment, because in this world we are like 
him. There is no fear in love. But perfect love 
drives out fear, because fear has to do with 
punishment. The one who fears is not made 
perfect in love. We love because he first loved 
us. If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his 
brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not 
love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot 
love God, whom he has not seen. And he has 
given us this command: .Whoever loves God 
must also love his brother. (1 John 4: 17-21) 

The apostle now points out a link between 
love and confidence (verses 17-18). Who 
would not want to have confidence on the day 
of judgment! And yet very few Christians have 
the right kind of confidence. John says we can 
have this confidence through love: "because in 
this world we are like him". He is not by any 
means suggesting that we can earn self
confidence through our love for others. 
Rather, by living in love we are able to see 
God's own love made complete, and thus gain 
confidence and security from knowing how 
great his love is for us. 

Compare this with what John said earlier about 
setting our hearts at ~est, and with his 
statement that "this is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us ... ". We cannot 
summon forth a perfect love from within 
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ourselves alone. Only through God can we 
know and practice genuine love. To make 
God's love complete among us, we must work 
together and help one another. John also 
promises us that perfect love drives out fear. 
Now, most of the emotions and perspectives 
that humans erroneously call "love" very often 
bring insecurity and anxiety, rather than peace 
and confidence. But in what God calls love, 
there is no fear, because the more that we 
become aware of his love, the more that this 
awareness wi 11 drive out fear from. our hearts. 

The apostle then reminds us once more of why 
we ought to love others (verses 19-21). 
Besides reminding us that God's love for us 
ought to produce in us love for others, the 
apostle also explains a practical reason why it 
has to be a lie if we claim to love God but hate 
those around us. He tells us that without 
loving those other persons who are living 
alongside us, we cannot love God, whose true 
form we are not yet ready to see. God loves 
humal)ity, to the point of making great 
sacrifices to brihg them into fellowship with 
him, and to .the degree that he is willing to 
forgive even the most depraved of our sins if 
we turn from them. Therefore anyone who 
knows God will soon come to realize how 
much he cares for the people he created - and 
conversely, anyone who learns to love humans 
in a genuine and selfless fashion will begin to 
see what God values and loves so much in 
them. We can learn, like God, to look past the 
sin and weakness, and in most persons we can 
still see the side of them that resembles their 
Creator (who made them in his image) waiting 
to shine through. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: · 
pancake mix and syrup, cereal, saltine crackers, 
jelly, peanut butter. 

Thank You 
The teens would like to thank Francis Tibbs 
and Donna· Smith for their wonderful efforts in 
planning the Cultural Celebration. It was a fun, 
educational and very encouraging.time! Thanks 
also to the many who cooked, brought displays 
and shared their gifts with us. We are so 
blessed by our Northland Family! 

Contribution Statements 
The contribution statements are ready and may 
be picked up in the office. See Pam Estep or 
Brian Arnold to get your statement. 

Paradox Of Our Time 
We have multiplied our possessions, but re
duced our values. We talk too much , don't lis
ten enough; when we do listen, we don't hear, 
(and worse, don't care). We love too seldom, 
but hate to easily, and too often. We've learned 
how to make a living, but not how to have a 
life. We've added years to our life, but not life 
to our years. We've been to the moon, but 
have trouble crossing the street to meet our 
neighbor. -Selected 

9-23 
15 
15-17 
17 
20 
22 

Calendar 

February 
Hipes On Vacation 
Singles Activity 
Winterfest 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Singles Activity 

Words Of Wisdom 
Much of the unhappiness and discontent in the 
lives of many Christians people is their basic 
dishonesty when it comes to their honoring 
God with their substance. -C.H. Spurgeon 

I 

Jesus Christ never met an unimportant person. 
That is why God sent His son to die for us. If 
someone dies for you, you must be important. 

-M.C. Clevland 

When God permits his children to go through 
the furnace, He keeps His eye on the clock and 
His hand on the thermostat. His loving heart 
knows how much and how long. 

Warren W. Wiersbe 

Contributions 
Last Week $4889 I Avg YTD $5328 

Russia $157 IAvgYTD $210 

Youth Min. $97 AvgYTD $218 

Services 
Sunday Bible Swdy 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evef)lng 
Wednesday Eve~lng 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
S:JO pm 
7:00 Pill 

Elden: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

D<acons: Brian Arnold, Jolu;l Bradley, Lynn Cliampney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans. Don Gillei;pie, Lou tawre1:1ce, Jack Mauersberg, Beeyl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Ewmgdlsts: Mike Hipes, Tom Banlhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 47~161 
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The Three Dimensions ... 
THE THREE DIMENSIONS OF A COMPLETE LIFE 

Many, many centuries ago, there was a man by the name of John who 
found himself in prison out on a lonely, obscure island called Patmos. 
And I've been in prison just enough to know that it's a lonely experi
ence. And when you are incarcerated in such a situation, you are de
prived of almost every freedom, but the freedom to think, the freedom 
to pray, the freedom to reflect and to meditate. And while John was 
out on this lonely isla·nd in prison, he lifted his vision to high heaven 
and he saw, descending out of heaven, a new heaven and a new earth. 
Over in the twenty-first chapter of the Book of Revelation, it opens by 
saying, "And I saw a new heaven and a new earth. And I John saw the 
holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven." 

And one of the greatest glories of this new city of God that John saw 
was its completeness. It was not up on one side and down on the 
other, but it was complete in all three of its dimensions. And so in this 
same chapter as we looked down to the sixteenth verse, John says, 
"The length and the breadth an.d the height of it are equal." In other 
words, this new city of God, this new city of deal humanity, is not an 
unbalanced entity but is complete on allsides. Now, I think John is 
saying something here in all of the symbolism of this text and the sym
bolism of this chapter. He's saying at bottom that life as it should be 
and life at its best is a life that is complete on all sides. 

~ And there are three dimensions of any complete life to which we can 
;: fitly give the words of this text: length, breadth, and height. Now, the 
Cl» length of life as we shall use it here is the inward concern for one's 
§ own welfare. In other words, it is that inward concern that causes one 
~ to push forward, to achieve his own goals and ambitions. The breadth 

of life as we shall use it here is the outward concern for the welfare of 

N 

• others. And the height of life is the upward reach for God. Now, you 
got to have all three of these to have a complete life ... 

~ And when you get all three of these together, you can walk and never 
CW)' get weary. You can look up and see the morning stars singing together, 
~ and the sons of God shouting for joy. 
C'3 Martin Luther King, Jr. 

(excerpts from a sermon preached in Chicago, April 1967) e 
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Ser11ing God 

On Being a Disciple 
Multiplication, not Division 

"So they called [Peter and John] and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 
But Peter and John answered them, 'Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than 
to God, you must judge; for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard." 
Acts 4: 19-20 

"I tell you, if [the disciples] were silent, the very stones would cry out." Luke 19:40 

Before the Spirit descended on the day of Pentecost, there were most likely a few hundred 
believers. According to R. Coleman in The Master Plan of Disc,ipleship, "Probably the Christian 
community within three decades had multiplied 400 fold, which represents an annual increase of 
22% for more than a generation, and the rate of growth continued remarkably high for 300 years. By 
the beginning of the fourth century ... the number of disciples may have reached 10 or 12 million, or 
roughly a tenth of the total population of the Roman Empire." Does that amaze you like it does me? 

Well, it really shouldn't be that startling if we examine the concept. Disciples making other 
disciples. The domino effect. Even a tiny band of motivated people cari touch the masses if those 
who receive a message pass it along to others who will, in turn; pass the message along to others, who 
will pass it along to others ... (just think about e-mail!) The impact is great, and certainly it was colossal 
for the early church. 

Not only is the gospel to be conveyed, but those whom we tell are tp be matured into fruitful 
disciples. If they don 't mature into growing, faithful disciples, the news ends abruptly .. . and those 
who should have been told don't have the chance to respond, to tell others, and so on. Genuine 
spiritual development is crucial to the spreading of the Word. And why do we do all of this? 

We have been spared a miserable death from the hands of a gracious and merciful Father. 
How can we selfishly and irresponsibly keep such news to ourselves, when others are dying all ' 
around us? Our obligation is obedience and worship. · 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
Wouldn't we reach out to a drowning man if we had a life preserver in our boat? Or would we 
simply sail on by, claiming that saving people wasn't our gift? If we are saving the lost, we should 
multiply, not only in our numbers, but in our precious faith . 

Prayers: 
We need to thank the Lord for his grace and mercy! Let's ask that he give us the boldness and resolve 
to continue reaching out to the world, despite rejection or persecution. May we be led to open and 
responsive souls (good soil) while continuing to spread seed wherever we go. 

-Linda Chivington 
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Growth In Jesus 

WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE 
THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN 

Week Twenty-Three 
Belief, Love, & Obedience (1 John 5:1-3) 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is 
born of God, and everyone who loves the father 
loves his child as well. This is how we know 
that we love the children of God: by loving God 
and carrying out his commands. This is love for 
God: to obey his commands. And his commands 
are not burdensome, ... (1 John 5:1-3) 

God's love can set our hearts at rest, so that we 
are not plagued by self-condemnation. If we also 
test everything we hear or read from others, we 
can set our minds at rest by living in God's truth . 
John tied together all of these themes in chapter 
4, with the idea that "God is love". Now, the 
epistle comes to a climax with the promise that 
Christians can overcome the world . If we 
believe, we love, and if we love1 we obey. If we 
love God, we love others, and if we love others, 
we love God. The apostle knows that our flesh 
sees these things either as independent of each 
other, or even as conflicting opposites. So he 
continues to re-iterate that, to those who live i.n 
God and walk in the light, they all go together. 

Genuine belief in Jesus has important effects on 
our lives (verse 1). The link between belief and 
rebirth goes back to John's earlier description of 
believers as "children of God". Believing in the 
gospel of Christ is far more than an intellectual 
exercise or even a lifestyle change. It is a 
genuine rebirth into an entirely new life and into 
a new family. Those who love the father love his 
children, since we are all brothers and sisters, 
created in the image of our Father. Loving God's 
children has its own implications (verse 2). No 
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one rightly can claim to love God without 
making a commitment to love others, and no one 
who claims to love others can do so genuinely 
unless he or she also has decided to love God. 
This includes the willingness to obey God's 
commands. Without this pledge, no one can 
claim truthfully to love God. If we do truly love 
others, we will obey the commands that God has 
given us, since many of them teach us how to 
love. 

The mere mention of "obedience" displeases our 
flesh, which thinks that obedience must always 
be painful. But John assures us otherwise (verse 
3) and asks us to discard our .fleshly ideas about 
obedience. God never asks for or desires a 
grudging, uncomprehending resignation to the 
necessity of doing what he commands. Nor does 
he desire a frightened, desperate effort to stave 
off punishment by trying to do as he wills. These 
distorted and unhealthy views about "obedience" 
come not from God but from the ways that 
human authority figures misuse and abuse their 
power and influence. God wants our obedience 
to come from our desire to know him, and from 
the appreciation of his wisdom and of his love. 

We must also discard our warped fleshly views 
about "commands", and about how burdensome 
we feel them to be. Indeed, a great many of the 
commands made by human authorities are truly 
burdensome, designed only to meet the 
convenience or build the ego of the person that 
made them. But God's commands are always 
made with our spiritual well-being in mind. 
Many of them restrain our flesh - but this is often 
necessary in order to nurture our souls and 
spirits. If we learn better to appreciate God's 
wisdom, and to follow his laws without so much 
resistance, we can then experience the great 
victory and blessing of overcoming the world. 

- Mark W. Garner -



Fan1i/y Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 

Workers and empty egg crates. 

Contribution Statements 
The contribution statements are ready and may 
be picked up in the office. See Pam Estep or 
Brian Arnold to get your statement. 

Special Contribution 
It is no secret that these are difficult times eco
nomically for our country and for many members 
of this Body. Nevertheless, a series of below av
erage contributions over the last few months have 
left us about $6000 behind in our bills. Although 
the elders and deacons are exploring several cost
cutting measures, including the refinancing of our 
lon'g-term debt, these measures will take a while 
to implement and won't solve our immediate di
lemma. Therefore, we are designating Sunday 
March 3 for a special contribution. We are set
ting a goal of $12,600 total contribution - twice 
our current weekly budget of $6300. Also, since 
we've already begun the search for a new youth 
minister, we need to replenish our youth minister 
fund, and will therefore place any regular March 
3 contribution in excess of $12,600 into that 
fund. Please begin to plan now for March 3rd. 
The elders are confident that with your prayers 
and God's help that we will meet and exceed our 
financial goal. 

The Northland Elders 

9-23 · 
15 
15-17 
17 
20 
22 

Calendar 

February 
Hipes On Vacation · 
Singles Activity 
Winterfest 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Singles Activity 

Help Needed 
The Food Pantry is in desperate need of help. 
Help is needed in packing grocery items. 

No previous experience necessary, 
on the job training. 

See Marie McMasters or Joan Mauersberg 
If you can help in this wonderful ministry. 

Thank You 
We would like to thank everyone for your kind
ness and thoughtfulness during our loss of Bill's 
sister, Doris Kyle. Flowers, cards and prayers 
were greatly appreciated. 

Louise and Bill Burns 

Contributions 
Last Week $9596 I Avg YTD $6039 

Russia $219 I Avg YTD $212 

Youth Min. $272 AvgYTD $227 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 ptn 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, TQm Barnhardt, Frank Chappell,_ Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thpme; Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, JolmBradley4 Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
E!angelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 4 7 5-0161 
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Agape 

The Greek language has another word for love. It is the word 
agape. Agape is something of the understanding, creative, re
demptive goodwill_ for all men. It is a love that seeks nothing in 
return. It is an overflowing love; it's what theologians wouid call 
the love of God working in the lives of men .. And when you rise 
to love on this level, you begin to love men, not because they are 
likable, but because God loves them. You look at every man, 
and you love him because you know God loves him. And he 
might be the worst person you've ever seen. 

And this is what Jesus means, I think, when he says, "Love your 
enemy.'' And it's significant that he does not say, "Like your en
emy." Like is a sentimental something, an affectionate some
thing. There are a lot of people that I find it difficult to like. I 
don't like what they do to me. I don't like what they say about 
me and other people. I don't like their attitudes. I don't like 
some of the things they're doing. I don't like them. But Jesus 
says love them. And love is greater than like. Love is under-

cc standing, redemptive goodwill for all men, so that you love eve
~ rybody, because God loves them. You refuse to do anything that 
~ will defeat an individual, because you have agape in your soul. 
~ And here you come to the point that you love the individual who 

.. does the evil deed while hating the deed that the person does. 
~ This is what Jesus means when he says, "Love your enemy." 
E Martin Luther King, Jr. 
.::! (from a sermon in Montgomery, Alabama, November 1957) 
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"You have heard that it was said, "Love your 
nei.ghbor and hate your enemy." But I tell 
you: Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, that you may be sons of 
your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to 
rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain 

on the righteous and the unrighteous." 
Matthew 5:43-45 



Ser11ing 6od 

On Being a Disciple 
Misfits and Vagabonds 

"Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind ... H Romans 12:2a 

" ... they through faith conquered kingdoms, received promises ... escaped the edge of the sword, won 
strength out of weakness ... Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that they might rise again to 
a better life. Others suffered mocking and scourging .. . they were stoned, sawn in_ two, killed with the 
sword ... destitute, afflicted, ill-treated-of whom the world was not worthy ... " Hebrews 11 :JJ.:JBa 

In the days of the formation of the early church, as well as in the days of the prophets of old, 
there was fierce opposition. Not surprisingly, because a message of godly origin will often be rejected 
and twisted in a world tightly run by Satan. The Romans saw ~hese upstarts as deviant and unpatriotic, 
not participating in the pagan practices of the culture. The very lives they led spoke out against the self
indulgent Roman culture and mindset, yet, they continued to uphold their convictions and spread the 
m_essage. 

The Jewish religious establishment devised even greater opposition to the early church than the 
Gentiles did. In the Word, there are 22 accounts of some type of Jewish hostility toward the early 
disciples, which is roughly four times the number of those recorded as being perpetrated by the 
Gentiles. The audacity of these unqualified, common men to overturn the traditional beliefs and 
practices! Yet, they continued to uphold their convictions and spread the message of Christ. 

We need to be prepared to be seen as counter-culture, homophobic, closed-minded, old
school, intolerant, conservative right wing holy rollers. We must be distinguishable from this corrupt 
world. Jesus tells us in Matthew chapter 5 that we are the salt of the earth, "but if salt has lost its taste, 
how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything ... " He goes on to say that we are 
the light of the world. "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father who is in heaven." 

If we are to draw people to Christ and his eternity, we absolutely must be a people who refuse 
to compromise when it comes to righteousness and godliness. Live a life that puzzles people. Make 
them wonder what it is that gives you peace and contentment. There must be a light evident in our 
lives-Jesus! 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
Responsive souls will respect you for standing for the Word in love. Do not waffle when witnessing to 
the lost. Reach out in love, but don't apologize for the repentance needed to live a godly life, and don't 
ever change the Word to suit someone's ungodly lifestyle or false notions. Be true to the Book. 

Prayers: 
Greater Faith. Greater Urgency. Greater Boldness! 

-Linda Chivington 
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61·owt/1 In Jesus 

WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE 
THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN 

Week Twenty-Four 
Overcoming the World (1 John 5:4-5) 

for everyone born of God overcomes the 
world. This is the victory that has overcome the 
world, even. our faith. Who is it that overcomes 
the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the 
Son of God. (1 John 5:4-5) 

John assures us that we can emerge from our 
earthly trials victorious and strong because of 
God. This is both a clarification and an 
exhortation. Only by realizing that the ultimate 
goal is overcoming the world, not succeeding in 
the world, can we learn to take heart in God's 
promises and to understand what he asks us to 
do. Overcoming and rebirth go together (verse 
4) . Our spiritual rebirth means that we have 
come from death to life, allowing us to 
experience victory over this decaying world - but 
not victory on fleshly terms! This is not a 
promise of money, fame, ease, or popularity, but 
of something much greater than any of these 
things. The victory won by those born of God is 
a victory over the entire physical universe, with 
all its desires, boasting, and selfishness. Those 
who obey God, and who do so even wh.en their 
flesh screams for them to do otherwise, soon 
learn that there is something much better than a 
life spent fulfilling our fleshly desires. Being 
released from worldly perspectives brings 
freedom and blessing beyond anything that God 
could give us in this world. When_ we realize 
that we do not have to accept the world's 
standards, that we do not have to scratch and 
claw to grab the things that the world tells us we 
must have, that we do not have 'to live solely for 
whatever pitiful achievements and possessions 
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we can collect in 60 or 80 years, this realization 
opens up a new and satisfying universe for our 
souls and for our spirits. 

The victory is that we can - in spite of the world's 
pull and the weakness of our own flesh - have 
faith in the living God through Jesus Christ. Faith 
gives us victory over the world, and it is the only 
way to overcome the world (verse 5). Many 
humans think that they can overcome the world 
in some other way. Some think that by 
accumulating enough wealth, they can free 
themselves from the constraints that limit 
everyone else. Others think that their innate 
talents and abilities should be enough to inspire 
the world to worship and admire them. A few 
persons have even gone so far as to attempt to 
conquer the world by force. All of these, and the 
many other bizarre ways that the flesh comes up 
with to try to defeat the world, are foredoomed. 
The world is too big for us, and the one who is in 
the world is too powerful for us. The only way 
we can truly overcome the world is through 
finding a new home for our souls. 

We all yearn to overcome the world. But to try 
to fight this battle on human terms, as almost 
everyone does, will never succeed. No material 
possession, no human relationship, no 
achievement or accomplishment, can ever fulfill 
the spiritual longing within us. It is so sad to see 
humans racing around frantically for worldly 
rubbish that will soon crumble away, when 
spiritual riches await us all. There is a great 
victory waiting to happen in all of our lives. Our 
flesh does not think of this as a victory, but it is 
much more lasting and satisfying than any 
victory we can win in this world. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Special thanks to everyone who volunteered to 
help Wednesday. 

· Special Contribution 

Cale11dar 

February 
9-23 Hipes On Vacation 
1 5-1 7 Wi nterfest 
17 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 50'5 Plus Meeting 
22 Singles Activity 

March 
3 Special Contribution 
3 Area Wide Worship At 

Graham Road Church of Christ 
3 Spring Bible classes Begin 
6 New Wednesday Classes begin 
6 50's Plus Meeting 
17 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 50's Plus Meeting 

It is no secret that these are difficult times eco
nomically for our country and for many members 
of this Body. Nevertheless, a series of below av
erage contributions over the last few months have 
left us about $6000 behind in our bills. Although 
the elders and deacons are exploring several cost
cutting measures, including the refinancing of our 
long-term debt, these measures will take a while 
to implement and won't solve our immediate di
lemma. Therefore, we are designating Sunday 
March 3 for a special contribution. We are set
ting a goal of $12,600 total contribution - twice 
our current weekly budget of $6300. Also, since 
we've already begun the search for a new youth 
minister, we need to replenish our youth minister 
fund, and will therefore place any regular March 
3 contribution in excess of $12,600 into that 
fund. Please begin to plan now for March 3rd. 
The elders are confident that with your prayers 
and God's help that we will meet and exceed our 
financial goal. 

21 Tulsa International soul Winning 

The Northland Elders 

Refrigerator Needed 
A refrigerator is needed for the COCS kitchen. If 
you can help, see Lynn Champney 

Workshop 
29 Single's Audio Drama 
24 Palm Sunday 
31 Easter Sunday 

Contributions . 
Last Week $5376 I Avg YTD 

Russia $287 I Avg YTD 

Youth Min. $272 I Avg YTD 

Services Elders: Wilbur Allen, Toin Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

$5945 

$222 

$233 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30am 
5:30 ptit 
7:00 pm 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris · 

northlandchurchofchrist .. com 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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If Payment Is Delayed 
A customer sent an order to a book club for the one they were offering 
that month. The distributor noticed that the bi II for a previous boqk 
hadn't been paid. The collections manager then sent their form letter 
saying, "We can't ship your new order until you pay for the last one." 

The collections manager received a note a few days later, "Please can
cel the order. I can't wait that long." 

We live in a society where people expect to receive things without pay
ing for them - at least for a long, long time. That's why credit cards are 
so popular. You don't have to have any money. Just hand them that 
little piece of plastic. The bill will come later? You can worry about it 
hen. A popular form of advertising says, "Buy now - no payments for 

six months!" or "No payments until January 2000!" Companies know 
that we are more likely to buy something if the payment can be de
layed because if it is far enough away, we won't think about the hard
ship it may cause. 

Satan operates in much the same way. If he can convince us.that the 
consequences of sin will not be experienced for a long, long time (if at 
all), then we will be more likely to give in. Listen to how Solomon put 
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"Because the sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, 
therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do 
evil." (Eccl. 8:11) 

But credit card bills eventually arrive in the mai I, merchants eventually 
expect us to pay for any merchandise that we carry home with us, and 
sin will eventually have its consequences. 

"Though a sinner does evil a hundred times, and his days are pro
longed, yet I surely know that it will be well with those who fear God, 
who fear before Him.- But it will not be well with the wicked; nor will 
he prolong his days, which are as a shadow, becaus,e he does not fear 

t::"' before God." (Eccl. 8:12-13). 
Alan Smith 

Boone Church of Christ ~ e 
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(Boone, NC) 



Serving God 
On Being a Disciple 
Diamonds in the Rough 

"[The Lord's servant] must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. Those who oppose him he 
must gently instruct, in the hope that Cod will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the 
truth ... " II Tim 2:25 

"At heart ... the masses were good-hearted, lovable people, with genuine humanitarian instincts. 
Generally, they seemed respectful to the disciples .. . · The quiet, assured manner of the Christians intrigued 
them (Coleman, The Master Plan of Discipleship, p 38)." 

These intrigued individuals had one very wearisome characteristic-they were fickle! It doesn't 
take long, for example, for the people of Jerusalem to be' in wonderment at the apostles' miracles and then 
waver to the point of stoning Stephen to death. The masses follow, then wander off; they acknowledge, 
then deny. How exasperating it is fo read account after account of infidelity to the Lord, and yet... 

We are just like them. New time, new place-same dilemma. Our humanness can't seem to be 
shaken off by modern science and advancements. Today, we are just as impulsive and whimsical as they 
were. Our instincts are for self-preservation and the path of least resistance. But, despite the interference 
of these obstacles, there is good news! · 

There remain persons out in the world who are craving this Gospel- individuals like you and me
people willing to accept the frequently diffic.ult teachings and the unbelievable grace. And more good 
news-God wants us to find them. We are, after all, his ambassadors! One of the questions to be asked, 
then, is this: How shall we best serve these people? 

Wisely concentrating a greater effort on those who are inclined to seek God's truth is a good place 
to begin. We must reach them with the Gospel and apply our energies toward their spiritual development. 
Obviously, our job is to perpetually sow the seed of the Gospel, regardless of the appearance of the ground 
(haven't you, ever seen a lovely plant or blade of grass weave its way up through a crack in the sidewalk?). 
We can, however, focus greater effort on those plants that are germinating, taking time to fertilize and 
water them, and pray for God to give the increase. Our time is limited, and our Father wants us to win as 
many as possible. 

Let's capitalize on our outreach to those receptive to the Gospel and prepare them to grow and 
mature into fruitful disciples. 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
Praise God for His grace! Ask Peter. Ask Paul. Ask anyone who has been born again! We have a 
beautiful savior who cliooses to love us in spite of our changeability, but let's never allow that 
changeability to pull us away from His precious grace. 

Prayers: 
May we pay attention to what God is calling us to do and make the most of our limited time n:~sources here 
on earth. May we lead as many receptive souls as possible to the arms of Christ. 

-Linda Chivington 
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61·owth In Jesus 

WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE 
THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN 

Week Twenty-Five 
Those Who Testify (1 John 5:6-9) 

This is the one who came by water and blood
)esus Christ. He did not come by water only, but 
by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who 
testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. For there 
are three that testify: the Spirit, the water and the 
blood; and the three are in agreement. We 
accept man's testimony, but Cod's testimony is 
greater because it is the testimony of Cod, which 
he has given about his Son. (1 John 5:6-9) 

Our beliefs about Jesus Christ are not based 
primarily on the lives and beliefs of humans like 
John and the apostles. As reliable and 
encouraging as those eyewitnesses are, there are 
even more reliable sources that demonstrate the 
truth of the gospel, and that emphasize its 
importance. This testimony centers on Jesus 
Christ himself (verse 6). The ancient Christians 
saw John's reference to Jesus coming "by water 
and blood" as an unambiguous reference to 
Jesus' baptism and crucifixion. Jesus "came" by 
these two _ events in that through them he mo.st 
emphatically showed who he was. At his 
baptism, the Spirit descended on him, and God 
proclaimed him to be his Son - signs even more 
powerful than the miracles that Jesus himself 
performed, because the signs at his baptism 
came entirely from above. An.d on the cross, 
Jesus' made completely clear why he. had come, 

· making a sacrifice for sin only God's own Son 
could effectively offer. 
The Spirit also testifies to the truth, through the 
written word and by living in each believer. The 
Spirit is a vital link between us and God, assuring 
us that it is possible for us to overcome the 
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world, and to walk in the light as God has called 
us to do. These witnesses are in agreement 
(verses 7-8). God never contradicts himself, and 
if we ever see an apparent· inconsistency or 
contradiction in what God has said, it reveals 
only that we have not fully understood what God 
is saying. John wants us to put confidence in 
what the Spirit, the water, and the blood tell us 
about God, rather th.an letting them remain 
theoretical principles of theology. The Spirit's 
presence assures us of many things, not least that 
God is in us and we are in God. The water by 
which Jesus came - his baptism - is an assurance 
that he did come from God, and that he did 
speak from God: We did not see with our own 
eyes this sign of Jesus' divine origin, but others 
did. Finally, we have the witness of the blood 
that Jesus shed on the cross, which testifies to the 
type of mission Jesus had. Although he came to 
a world he created, he did not come as a forceful 
conqueror or as an authoritarian leader, but" as a 
lamb to the slaughter, a willing sacrifice for 
humanity's crimes. 

Such divine testimony is more important and 
more reliable than the testimony and ideas of 
humans (verse 9) . Now, to some degree we 
must accept the validity of eyewitnesses as to the 
basic facts about Jesus, and it can· also be 
encouraging to see examples (whether in the 
Bible or in contemporary experience) of the ways 
that .God has aded in the lives of his people. But 
we must always remember that God's testimony 
is far greater, and whenever human experience 
or teaching conflicts with God's testimony, there 
is no question which we should believe. God's 
testimony ultimately concerns his Son, who was 
always the focus and goal of God's plans and 
commands, even long before Jesus actually 
walked the earth. 

. - Mark W. Carner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Peanut butter and jelly, soup, tooth brushes, 
tooth paste. 

Special Contribution 
It is no secret that these are difficult times eco
l"!omically for our country and for many members 
of this Body. Nevertheless, a series of below av
erage contributions over the last few months have 
left us about $6000 behind in our bills. Although 
the elders and deacons are exploring several cost
cutting measures, including the refinancing of our 
long-term debt, these measures will take a while 
to implement and won't solve our immediate di
lemma. Therefore, we are designating Sunday 
March 3 for~ special contribution. We are set
ting a goal of $12,600 total contribution - twice 
our current weekly budget of $6300. Also, since 
we've already begun the search for a new youth 
minister, we need to replenish our youth minister 
fund, and will therefore place any regular March 
3 contribution in excess of $12,600 into that 
fund., Please begin to plan now for March 3rd. 
The elders are confident that with your prayers 
and God's help that we will meet and exceed our 
financial goal. 

The North land Elders 

Camp 
Northland's week at NWOCYC is the week of 
June 15th. Anyone that is interested in helping 
at camp this year, please see Charlie Yates. 

Calenda1· 

March 
3 Special Contribution 
3 . Area Wide Worship At 

Graham Road Church of Christ 
3 Spring Bible classes Begin 
3 Services At Franklin County Jail 
6 New Wednesday Classes begin 
6 SO's Plus Meeting 
17 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 SO's Plus Meeting 
21 Tulsa International soul Winning 

Workshop 
29 Single's Audio Drama 
24 Palm Sunday 
30 Services At Franklin County Jail 
31 Easter Sunday 

Thank You - Thank you for all of your prayers and 
cards. It's been encouraging knowing so many have 
been praying and caring. Stephanie & Karl Bachman 

Tulsa Workshop - There will be a meeting on 
Sunday, February 24th for all those planning to go to 
Tulsa. Housing and driving arrangements need to 
be made, if you are planning to go please be there 
so we can get a proper count. See Kim Bachman for 
more information . 

Contributions 
Last Week $4454 I Avg YTD $5758 

Russia $142 I Avg YTD $212 

Youth Min. $237 I Avg YTD $234 

Se1Vices 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Bamhiµdt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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When Your Life Is ... 
WHEN YOUR LIFE IS A CHANNEL OF BLESSING ... 

What do you do when someone says that their life has been 
blessed through you? 

Deny it? This will stop the flow of feeling and communication 
between you. "I don't agree." "You are mistaken." "Surely it 
has not been through my life that yours was blessed. How wrong 

ccept it? Savor it? Polish it constantly? Store it alongside other 
compliments you've collected? This also will stop the flow. "Ah, 
shucks, I have been rather wonderful, haven't 1? 1

' 

Here's an alternative. Pass it on. Encourage the flow~ If others 
are involved, bring them into the stream. "Others enabled me to 
help you." "Some ministered to me in the same way last year." 

And pass it up. In a prayer of thanks and praise to the one who 
has chosen you to be an instrument for his blessings. "Lord, 
thank you for using your servant this way." 

A true channel does not dam the flow or cut short the stream. It 
simply passes on whatever goodness come to it, or through it. 
Only then can it again be a channel. 

A channel is not the source of goodness, it has no goodness of its 
own. But it can pass it on. 

Gary Williams 
(Albuquerque, NM) 



Se1·11ing God 

On Being a Disciple 
Body Fitness 

nThe body is a unit, though it is made u,p of many parts; and though its parts are many, they form one 
bodY, So it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body-whether Jews or 
Creeks, slave or free-and we were all given the one Spiritto drink." II Corinthians 12: 12-13 

When the people responded to the gospel, according to the book of Acts, they were 
immediately assimilated into the body of believers, to be part of the Lord's work. This close, intimate 
fellowship was the environment in which the disciples were trained. As you recall, many new 
converts had little or no prior knowledge of who this Messiah was, let alone the workings pf the Holy 
Spirit. There was training to be done, and lots of it. When they were brought into the fellowship, 
teaching quickly and naturally occurred-for the growth of the· individual and for his witness to others. 

When these believers were incorporated, the differences between them were pretty 
significant! You had individuals of a wide range of ethnic, social and cultural experiences, and it 
needed to be recognized, early on, that there was a place for everyone. No one was more or l~ss 
worthy of being washed in Christ's blood. Out of this unity came a fertile soil for growth and ~he 
Working of the Holy Spirit. And this is evidenced by the exponential growth of the church's numbers. 

Within the early church, there were also tensions, just as we have today (and I suppose as 
long as people compose the church!). There were incidents like the striking down of Ananias and 
Sapphira, for example .. The open immorality of the Corinthian church is another. The tendency to 
want to incorporate pagan customs with the church is yet another. These all still sound pretty familiar 
even in today's church. These are the sorts of things Satan can easily (and dare I say happily) use to 
twist and weaken a healthy, productive body. 

The body of Christ, just as a physical body, needs to nourish itself, to meet its various needs, 
to grow and to become stronger. These are the sorts of things that the early church was doing, in a 
radical way. If someone needed money, someone else would sell his camel anq help out his brother. 
It wasn't an issue; material goods meant nothing. The fruit of the Spirit was everything! A healthy 
body will develop into the image of Christ in_every way: in unity, in holiness, in growth and in love. 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
Study the book of Acts. It helps to renew a sense of purpose to our ministry and gives us guidelines 
for the behavior. of the body of Christ. I also recommend The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis-for a 
perspective on some of the thirigs that Satan's army uses to lead believers astray. 

Prayers: 
Let's pray that God will enable us to further become the body he wants us to be, in many ways: in 
unity of the Spirit, holiness, numerical growth and in the love of Christ! 

-Linda Chivington 
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61·owth In Jesus 

WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE 
THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN 

Week Twenty-Six 
The Testimony in Our Hearts (1 John 5:10-12) 

Anyone who believes in the Son of God has 
this testimony in his heart. Anyone who does 
not believe God has made him out to be a liar, 
because he has not believed the testimony 
God has given about his Son. And this is the 
testimony: God has given us eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has 
life; he who does not have the Son of God 
does not have life. (1john5:10-12) 

It is one thing to know the testimony, but 
another to accept it and keep it in our hearts. 
Therefore John points out that these reliable 
witnesses to the gospel are not only an 
encouraging source of confidence in the truth, 
but also a challenge, a call to live by the truth. 
One either accepts God's astounding 
testimony about his Son, and lives by it, or one 
decides that God is a liar and that the gospel is 
not true after all. By the nature of the 
testimony, there is no other honest alternative. 

Our decision about God's testimony has 
important implications (verse 10). Those who 
respond to Go.d's testimony with faith and 
acceptance live in God, and God lives in 
them, in their hearts. But the alternative is 
that, if we choose to dispute or reject God's 
testimony, we implicitly call God a liar. We 
cannot have God in our hearts if we think he is 
not telling us the truth about such important 
topics as salvation, life, and light. Just as John 
has told us all along that we are either in the 
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light or in the darkn'ess, we must likewise 
accept and rely on the· truth of the gospel, or 
reject it altogether. Any attempt to have it 
both ways by redefining Jesus, in a way that 
pleases our flesh while avoiding difficult 
truths, is dishonest and misguided, and will 
eventually be exposed by God for what it is. 

John then reminds us about the testimony and 
its ultimate implication (verse 11). The 
testimony of God is intended to teach us many 
things, but above all that we can have eternal 
life through Jesus Christ. Whatever other 
lessons, whatever other blessings, that we 
receive from God are only important when we 
keep this in mind. "If only for this life we have 
hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than 
all men." (1 Corinthians 15:19) This is where 
the light leads, and if we walk in the light, it 
will be our own ultimate goal and wish. 

There is Life in the Son of God, and only in the 
Son of God (verse 12). Those who accept the 

. ' 
Son have life now and forever. Jesus Christ 
gives meaning and purpose fo all that we do, 
whether at the time it is pleasant or painful. 
The divine witnesses convince us that this is 
true, that there is more to our lives here than 
trying to scratch by in this world, trying to get 
what we can while we can. But those who do 
not have the Son of God have no life worthy of 
the name. They are stumbling in the darkness 
of this sin-filled world, ruled by their flesh. 
They can never overcome the world unless 
they accept the gospel of truth. But we can 
overcome the world. Christianity, with ·its 
focus on grace and love, is not just a beautiful 
philosophical concept. It is the truth. 

- Mark W. Gamer 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Peanut butter and jelly, soup, tooth brushes, 
tooth paste tuna fish. 

Special Contribution 
A series of below average contributions over the 
last few months have left us about $6000 behind 
in our bills. Although the elders and deacons are 
exploring several cost-cutting measures, including 
the refinancing of our long-term debt, these meas
ures will take a while to implement and won't 
solve our immediate dilemma. Therefore, we are 
designating Today for a special contribution. We 
are setting a goal of $12;600 total contribution -
twice our current weekly budget of $6300. The 
elders are confident that with your prayers and 
God's help that we will meet and exceed our 

, financial goal. 
The North land Elders 

New Adult Bible Classes For Spring 
Sunday The Promise is For All Mark Garner· 

(a 2-quarter study of the book of Acts) 
Sunday/n God We Trust Kevin Chivington 

(Young Adults) Doug Cvelbar 
Scott DeNoi 

Sunday Spiritual Maturity John Appiah 
(taught in Akan language to Ghana immigrants) 

Weds. Elijah & Elisha Mike Hipes 
(from 1 & 2 Kings) 

'Weds. Secrets of the Vine Various Sisters 
(Women only) 

3 
3 

3 
3 
6 
6 
15-17 
17 
20 
21 

29 
24 
30 
31 

Calendar 

March 
Special Contribution 
Area Wide Worship At 
Graham Road Church of Christ 
Spring Bible classes Begin 
Services At Franklin County Jail 
New Wednesday Classes begin 
50's Plus Meeting 
High School Retreat@ Atwood Lake 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Tulsa International soul Winning 
Workshop 
Single's Audio Drama 
Palm Sunday 
Services At Franklin County Jail 
Easter Sunday 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Wilbur 
Allen and family at the death of his sqn, Ron. 

Contributions 
Last Week $4663 I Avg YTD $5637 

Russia $167 Avg YTD $207 

Youth Min. $167 Avg YTD $226 

Servlc~s 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday E~enlng 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elder~: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappel~ Roy E~tep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Cl1ariie Yates 

northlandchurchofohrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mapersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark.Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (61'4) 475-0161 
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Sin And.Redemption 
SIN AND REDEMPTION - THE HEART OF OUR MESSAGE 

' There is a veritable ocean of topics preachers can choose to expound upon. 
Some subjects are "warm fuzzies," designed only to make the congregation 
feel good about themselves. Others are patriotic; still others are to help 
people live better - spiritually, physically, or both. Many are based in the Bi
ble; many are not. And many are fine topics, in their place. 

But in the midst of all this welter of how-to teaching, I fear that what should be 
the central message of all preaching often sits by the side of the road, waiti'ng 
in vain for a ride. · 

Consider the case of the boys and girls in so many churches - perhaps your . 
wn: They grow up in Christian families. They learn the duty of saying grace 

before meals and all the matters of decency and (hopefully) modesty. They 
progres,s dutifully through the Sunday school ranks. They are good kids and 
they show promise of being good citizens, good church-goers and, in time, 
go'od parents themselves. 

This is the story of tens of thousand of our church children. It was even my 
story ... until the fall I entered college, when a professor in a Western Civiliza
tion. class stripped my ill-fitting suit of "Christianity" from me in just a few short 
weeks. It took me twenty years to find my way back - but that is another 
story. 

t 
.Q I'm fairly sure we're all agreed that "God has no grandchildren" - that is, be-
E ing raised in a Christian environment does not automatically produce Chris:i tians. The decision to commit one's life to Christ is highly individual - possi-

.. bly the most individual choice a person ever makes. (Let me hasten to add 
;: that training our children up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord is terri

CI,) bly important. It creates the proper seedbed for the gospel message to take e root and grow.) 
~ 
~ But - and this is the biggie - if these young people are not brought to convic

tion for their sins, they will never give more than lip-service to the vicarious 
death of Jesus Christ! They've heard about it countless times. They've been 
steeped in it. But it won't seep into their hearts uRtil they are faced with the 
knowledge that they absolutely must find a Savior. 

~ .. The message of sin and redemption may seem old-fashioned, and it is. The 
(¥) great truths of man's sinfulness and God's power to redeem never change. 
'fi ·The presentation may need adapting to our audiences, but without the core of 
~ the gospel, we're cheating the chur€h. Those kids don't deserve that, and the 
:5 church needs those kids. -Ted Kyle, in Pulpit Helps 



Se1·1411g God 

On Being a Disciple 
Continuing Education 

" ... pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. Fight the good fight of the 
faith, Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confes~ion in 
the presence of many witnesses." I Tim 6: 11 b-13 
11Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you ... H II Tim 1: 14a ' 

Abby Coate is one very blessed little girl. Out of a harsh environment, she has been brought 
into a land of expectation and a family of affection. She has a loving, nurturing home where her 
needs will be met as she grows into a young lady. ·when we become part of Christ's body, we are 
instantly part of a new spiritual family in much the same way. "God sent forth his son ... that we may 
receive the adoption as sons (Gal 4:4, 6)." 

The 3000 converted at Pentecost were assimilated into the Body right away that their growth 
might be sustained. Following his liealing, a lame man followed Peter and John as they spread the 
gospel. In Jerusalem, the apostles rapidly sent out Peter and John to the Samaritan converts when it 
was learned that the Samaritans had received the message of Christ. No time was wasted. If an infant 
isn't cared for urgently and lovingly, the consequences are disastrous. So, too, is it when a newly 
converted individual makes or sustains no real, intimate connections within the Body of Christ. 

As a little child apprehensively starts to take those first wobbly steps, we who have been 
walking for a while need to hold those hands and cheer them on when they have the courage to step 
out in their faith. Paul considered Silas and Timothy interim "babysitters." in the case of the Berean 
church. Someone needs to look after the young, impressionable babes in Christ in order to help them 
to mature into the image of God. 

Jesus' example was the blueprint for the early church. He ate, drank, slept, talked and shared 
with these dear friends of his for his entire ministry. Once they were called to follow, they were 
immersed in the teachings of the Lord. He tended them gently but firmly, as any good parent will do. 
He saw their weaknesses, capitalized on their strengths, and loved them despite their faults upon 
faults. May we not only lead others to Christ, but take their hands and walk with them as far as they 
need us. , 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
Haye you brought anyone to the arms of Christ? If so, have you helped to encourage and build them 
in the faith? Consider what an impact your involvement and support could be. Let's look for the 
young Christians within our Body at Northland-pick one and reach out to him or her. They need us! 

Prayers: 
May we be bold and loving when it comes to sharing our faith, and may we follow up with those who 
have accepted Christ (especially within our own congregation!). -Linda Chivington 
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Growth /11 Jes11s 

WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE 
THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN 

Week Twenty-Seven 
Confidence in Knowing God (1 John 5:13-15) 

I write these things to you who believe in the 
name of the Son of God so that you may know 
that you have eternal life. This is the 
confidence we have in approaching God: that 
if we ask anything according to his will, he 
hears us. And' if we know that he hears us
whatever we ask-we know that we have what 
we asked of him. (1 John 5: 13-15) 

John has just mentioned in verse 11 that we 
have eternal life in the Son, and he wants us to 
be sure of this hope (verse 13). So many of the 
anxieties and frustrations that Christians 
experience can be traced from their lack of 
assurance about the future. As Paul told the 
Corinthians, to be a Christian simply in the 
hope of having a good life on earth is a ticket 
to misery. Christians should always remember 
that eternal life is the greatest of all the 
promises God has made. Note that, when 
John says that to have eternal life we must 
"believe in the name of the Son of God", this 
·also reveals what he means by "believe". He 
is suggesting that those who truly believe in 
the Son of God will certainly understand why 
he came, and thus will be certain that eternal 
life is the greatest reward we get for following 
Jesus. The apostle also wants us· to be certain 
that we can have eternal life. God does not 
want his children ,constantly worrying over 
whether some misstep has rendered them 
temporarily "unsaved". Once again, those 
who take the time to understand who Jesus 
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was and to develop a genuine faith in him will 
be able to appreciate how strong this promise 
to us is. 

There is one special blessing that we who 
believe receive in this world (verses 14-15). 
We must wait until eternity to experience our 
transformation into a permanent body that will 
never perish, but we can enjoy the reality of 
God's presence in our lives now. The most 
direct way that we can feel and experience his 
presence is through prayer. John reminds us 
that those who believe in Jesus can freely and 
confidently approach God at any time. God 
wants us to approach him; we never need fear 
that we will displease him by asking him for 
something or by expressing our feelings to 
him. 

We simply must remember · the criteria that 
John. stresses here: we know that he hears and 
gives us what we ask for, as long as our 
request is according to his will. That does not 
necessarily mean that it must be something he 
already had decided to do - it means that he 
will grant those prayers that are consistent with 
his priorities and with his will for our lives. 
We need not calculate or speculate on what 
his will is; we need only be confident in his 
presence and his love, and let him know 
honestly how we feel. He will grant us 
anything we ask for if it is indeed spiritually 
beneficial according to his will, and should we 
ask something that cannot be harmonized with 
his perfect will, he will gently decline our 
request and do what he can to help us 
understand. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Fan1i/y Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Peanut butter and jelly, soup, tooth brushes, 
tooth paste tuna fish. 

New Adult Bible Classes For Spring 
Sunday The Promise is For All Mark Garner 

(a 2-quarter study of the book of Acts) 
Sunday In God We Trust Kevin Chivington 

(Young Adults) Doug Cvelbar 
Scott DeNoi 

Sunday Spiritual Maturity John Appip.h 
(taught in Akan language to Ghana immi

grants) 
Weds. Elijah & Elisha Mike Hipes 

(from 1 & 2 Kings) 
Weds. Secrets of the Vine Various Sisters 

(Women only) 

Teens 
Today is the last Sunday to pay the $35 regis
tration fee for the high school retreat. Please 
see Lloyd to get medical release'forms and to 
pay your registration fee. The middle and high 
school teens are invited to a Chinatown Game 
Night Tonight from 5:30-7 p.m. in the annex. 
Come dressed in your favorite oriental cos
tume - perhaps as a Ninja or your favorite ka
rate hero - use your imagination! We will be 
playing theme-related games. Come expecting 
to have fun and adventure. Please bring $3 for 
snacks and a good time! We are in need of a 
few adult volunteers to help 

Calenda1· 

March 
15-17 High School Retreat@ Atwood Lake 
17 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 50's Plus Meeting 
21 Tulsa International soul Winning 

Workshop 
23 10th Annual "ladies Inspiration Day" 

Glass City Church of Christ 
29 Single's Audio Drama 
24 Palm Sunday 
30 Services At Franklin County Jail 
31 Easter Sunday 

Thank You 
We would like to thank Northland for your 
prayers, visits, cards, flowers and food that you 
shared with us during the passing of Steve's 
mother. The outpouring of your love was a tre
mendous encouragement to us. "May the lord 
bless you and keep you." 

The Carver and Fuller Famil)I 

Contributions 
last Week $11726 I Avg YTD $6246 

Russia , $337 I Avg YTD $220 

Youth Min. $307 I Avg YTD $234 

Services 
Sunday Bible Srudy 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30am 
10:30 am 
5:30pm 
7:00 pm 

Elden: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Cooperation 
Just after World War II ended, Jimmy Durante was performing at 

a Veteran's Hospital. Long after the show should have ended, 

Jimmy was still performing. When someone backstage asked him 

why he was giving so much of his time he pointed to two soldiers 

sitting in the front row. Each had lost an arm, and they were ap

plauding by clapping their two remaining hands together. That's 

cooperation! The two together accomplished what they both 

wanted to do that neither of them could do by themselves. 

What a tremendous '.lesson for God's people. Each one of us is 

handicapped in some way. We are limited in what we can do. 

But, pooling our abilities together we can "move mountains" for 

the Lord. When something happens to hinder the progress of the 

~ congregation we "close ranks" and fight on with the assurance 
.... 
~ that victory wi 11 be ours. 

~ 
""" .. 
""" C1I 

~ 
~ 

~ 
c:::>"' 

""" .c:: 
~ 
~ 

Charles Meyers 

(via Bui letin Digest) 

"Each one should use whatever gift he has received to 
serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its 
various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it as one 
speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he 

should do it with the strength 'God provides, so that in all 
tbings God may be praised through Jes-us Christ. To him 

be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen." 
1Peter4:10-11 



Ser11ing God 

On. B~ing a Disciple 
Body Work 

"For as in one body we have many members, and all the members do not have the same 
function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. 
Having gifts that differ according to the grace given us, let us use them: if prophecy, in 
proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; he who teaches, in his teaching; he who 
exhorts, in his exhortation; he who contributes, in his liberality; he who gives aid, with zeal; he 
who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness." Romans 12:4-8 

For any physical, human body to fully and properly function, several different organs and 
tissues need to do their work in harmony. When everything isn't fully functioning in the body, 
you can contract anything from a sniffle to full-blown AIDS. When, the body is healthy and 
purposeful, though, what a beautiful and productive life it leads! 

As Christians and members of the Body, we all have a specific role (whether realized or 
not) and are all necessary for its proper spiritual health. Some people would really prefer the . 
hands or feet to take on most of the work and the "necessary business." Well, that may work for 
a very short time, but certainly not for long. Those diligent hands need a break sometimes, and 
maybe you are the elbow that they need to lean on. And you thought elbows were insignificant! 
Those calloused, aching feet need rest also, and maybe you are the knees who need to bend in 
order to take the pressure off of them. 

Our Body couldn't thrive without this lovely diversity. We also wouldn't flourish without 
the serving, teaching and loving example of our Lord Jesus Christ. Where there are tensions, 
there is a shared accountability to our L:ord and Master. Where there is lack of purpose, there is 
example upon example of His direction. Jesus helped us to see and value our differences to 
complement each other's works, not to compete with them. Christ's love enables us to "in all 
humility count others better than ourselves." 

Let's serve this Body and treat it properly. Don't fill it up. with worldly toxins like softness 
on sin and compromise of the Word. Take your spiritual vitamins and exercise your faith. If our 
faith is a "good fight," do we want to enter the ring sickly, sluggish and weak o~ do we want to 
approach our enemy as one prepared for the fight and anticipating victory? 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
Pitch in! There's so much for all of us to do that God has already planned (Eph. 2:10)! 

Prayers: 
May we be aware of our part in the Body-our ministry-and live it. May Go~ contrnually make 
us aware of the needs of our brothers and sisters and help us to take the initiative towards 
meeting those needs. -Linda Chivington 
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Growth In Jes11s 

WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE 
THE FIRST LETIER OF JOHN 

Week Twenty-Eight 
Prayer For Those Who Sin (1 John 5:16-17) 

If anyone sees .his brother commit a sin that does 
not lead to death, he should pray and God will 
give him life. I refer to those whose sin does not 
lead to death. There is a sin that leads to death. I 
am not saying that he should pray about that. 
All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin that does 
not lead to de.ath. (1 John 5: 16-17) 

In the preceding verses, John ·has assured us of 
the confidence that we can have in approaching 
God in prayer. In asking us to pray for the 
brother who sins, John is now giving ' an 
important practical example of this (verse 16). 
Note that the reference to 'a sin that leads to 
death', so often the cause of fruitless speculation, 
is in context merely an aside or a detail, not 
meant to be the main point of emphasis in the 
passage. , It is unfortunate that the fleshly 
curiosity to determine an exact meaning to this 
mysterious phrase causes many persons to 
overlook the more important spiritual lesson that 
John is teaching us about praying for others. 

. We know that God always wants a person who 
sins to repent and to be healed, and if we pray 
for this, God will do all that is appropriate in that 
person's life to convict the sinner of his error, 
and to heal him from the sin. The point is that 
we ought to feel confident that God will hear this 
kind of prayer, since it is certainly in accordance 
with his will. When we see our brothers or 
sisters sin, we sometimes do everything but pray, 
and John is reminding us that prayer is not only 
the most spiritual response, it is also the one with 
the greatest chance of proving effective. 

3 

Thus, in context, John's reference to a 'sin that 
leads to death' is simply a clarification that John 
realizes that there are times when it is not God's 
will to overlook a particular sin through prayer 
alone, if that sin is of such a nature as to destroy 
irrevocably one's relationship with God. He 
does not specify what sin(s) he means, partly 
because it is not really his main point, but also 
because his readers probably knew what he 
meant. The phrase is found in several early 
Christian writings, and the earliest of them use it 
without explanation,· as does John. Later 
Christian writers (3rd and 4th century AD) clarify 
what the early church understood this to mean: it 
was most often interpreted, at least in that era, to 
refer to Christians (not unbelievers) who turned 
actively against the church and who either 
persecuted those who disagreed with them or 
caused bitter~ large-scale divisions. Remember 
that one of John's motivations in writing the 
epistle was to prevent or limit exactly this sort of 
thing. And even if one does not know exactly 
what this phrase means, the meaning of the verse 
is still the. same: we ought to be active in praying 
for Christians who are struggling with sin, and if 
those Christians have not turned completely 
against God, they can be healed. Our prayers 
will help them! 

John concludes his example with an exhortation 
(verse 17). Since we are well aware that there 
are some sins - whatever we might understand 
them to be' - that our prayers alone cannot help, 
John wants us to realize that those are the 
exceptions rather than the rule. We can 
therefore pray for fellow believers in full 
confidence that God wants to heal them. 

:. Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Pancake mix, pancake syrup, soup, tooth 
brushes, tooth paste, tuna fish. 

Morality Play 
At the evening services on Sunday, March 
24th, there will be a presentation of the moral
ity play "Everyman." If you are interested in 
participating, please see Will Bickley as soon as 
possible. 

A cap el la Quartets 
You are invited to the Fishinger and Kenny 
Church of Christ, on Saturday, March 23rd, to 

-listen to two acapella quartets: The Harmony 
, Four and The Next Generation. The singing 
, will start around 7 p.m. and will last around 2 

hours with fellowship and refreshment time 
afterwards. 

Paradox Of Our time 
We've conquered outer space, but can't come 
to terms with our inner space. 
We've cleaned up the air, but have neglected 
and polluted our soul. 
We've split the atom, but can't break through 
our prejudices. 
We have high.er incomes, but in the chase have 
sacrificed our morals. 

Calendar 

March 
15-1 7 High School Retreat @ Atwood Lake 
17 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 50's Plus Meeting 
21 Tulsa International soul Winning 

Workshop 
23 10th Annual "Ladies Inspiration Day" 

Glass City Church of Christ 
24 Palm Sunday· 
30 Services At Franklin County Jail 
31 Easter Sunday 

We Want A Holiday, Too 
An atheist complained to a friend, "Christians 
have their special holidays, such as Christmas 
and Easter. Jews celebrate their holidays, such 
as Passover and Yorn Kippur .. Muslims have 
their holidays, such as the Holiday of Charity 
and the Commemoration of Abraham's Sacri
fice. Every religion has its holidays. But we 
atheists," he said "have no recognized national 
holidays. It's Ul")fair discrimination, I say!" 
His friend replied, "well, why don't you 
celebrate April first?" 

Contributions 
Last Week $6002 I Avg YTD $6223 

Russia $270 I Avg YTD $225 

Youth Min. $300 AvgYTD $240 

Services 
Sunday Bible Srudy 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
jQ:lO am 
SdOpm 
7:00 ·pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappel4 Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome; Charlie Yates 

north,oindchurphofc'1ri$t.co,n 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Ev.ans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, iack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Finish The Race 
"/ have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faithu, (2 Tim. 4:7 NIV). 

"I really thought God wanted me to do this ministry," she confides to her 
·group. "I've been praying and working for months, but not much is hap
pening. Maybe I don't have the gifts for it. Maybe I'm not really called. 
Maybe God just doesn't want to use me. Maybe I should just give up." 

Who hasn't been there? We feel called to a task but it doesn't turn out as 
we hope. Maybe it's a career move or a church project. But we're frus
trated. The doors are hardly budging. Why does God use everyone but 
us? All of His job openings seem to be filled already. · 

'· 
re we ~heating ourselves by giving up too soon? Perhaps our expecta

tions are off center. Society says we must be the biggest, best, and fastest. 
We're a celebrity culture: But God hands out all kinds of jobs - big and 
small. Maybe our "failure" is exactly what God wants us to be doing. 

Could our timing be off? We're so instant-success oriented that God's tim
ing is tough to accept. After all, a call means right no'A;' - or does it? The 
Lord does things in His own time. He may b,ave lots of puzzle pieces to 

z I -. -- \ '- ;:: 

arrange before He's ready to place ours. · 

Fulfilling a call is a spiritual battle. Not way around it. Obstacles, discour
agement, and delays wait around every corner. How· many runners give 
up in the dark hours just before the dawn of success? Only faith can keep 
us in the race. 

t 

I .. ..... ..... 
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Before you give up, consider the ways of the Lord: 

Look for small blessings every day. God will encourage you. 
Check your expectations. How important is mega success? 
Be willing to wait. Use God's stopwatch instead of your own. 

The race is won by those who endure the fight, those who keep the faith. 
~ With-Christ as your personal trainer, you'll cross the finish line and hear: 
Q "Well done, good and faithful servant. H 

C\I ,... .. 
..... 
.s::: 
~ 
~ 

Calvin & Lisa Wulf 



SerJ1i11g 6od 

On Being a Disciple 
Get the Word Out 

"Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, 
common men, they wondered; and they recognized that they had been with Jesus." Acts 4: 13 

Preaching the message is, obviously, the heart of the gospel. What form this preaching takes 
varies greatly throughout the New Testament accounts. . 

A crowd would be gathered, and the opportunity would be seized to give a "sermon." Most 
Biblical sermons are recorded in secular settings-a street corner, people's homes, judgment halls, and 
in prisons. How they spoke the message ranges from bold declaration to informal conversation. 
Witnessing, teaching and preaching are so interrelated that it's sometimes hard to distinguish between 
them. God knows who needs to be reached by a shout and who needs to be reached by a whisper. 

According to the book The Master Plan of Discipleship, " Actually, of the various terms used 
for some form of speech in Acts, few convey a sermonic image. Those occurring most commonly are 
simply the words talk and say ... anyone redeemed by grace can say a good Word for Jesus." 

Integral to the spreading message is the evangelistic example of its leaders. Not only did they 
formally preach the Word, but lived it out daily. They served, they shared-their personal witness was 
ongoing. Paul's personal converts alone include such individuals as Sergius, Lydia and her 
household, the jailer and his household, and a ship full of sailors! It wasn't a matter of him .preaching 
and doing some p~rsonal evangelism "on the side," but it consumed his life. Talking to others about 
Christ was his life. There was probably little distinction in his mind between addressing a large, 
sometimes hostile group and sitting down with a lost jailer, showing him the way to Jesus. 

The key is to "make the most of every opportunity." A situation can be seized to capitalize on 
someone's openness. Dbn't worry if you don't feel like you can preach like Paul. Don't worry if you 
can't "preach" the way any great, well-known man can. God will give us the words we need at the 
right time, if we rely upon Him. A few words may be all it takes to turn someone's life around! 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
Preaching is anywhere and everywhere, and for everyone. If God used unschooled fishermen to turn 
the world "upside down/ why can't he' use us, too? Let's put our confidence in His Spirit and not in 
our own abilities. 

Prayers: 
May we truly be willing to submit to God's Spirit. How much better does He know why we are 
where we are and what opportunities lie before us. Let's pray, waiting expectantly on the Lord to see 
whom he's leading us to have an impact on. 

-Linda Chivington 
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6rowt/1 /11 Jesus 

WE ARE IN H1M WHO IS TRUE 
THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN 

Week Twenty-Nine 
Understanding From the Son of God 

(1 John 5:18-21) 

We know that anyone born of God does not 
continue to sin; the one who was born of God 
keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm 
him. We know that we are children of God, 
and that the whole world is under the control 
of the evil one. We know also that the Son of 
God has come and has given us 
understanding, so that we may know.him who 
is true. And we are in him who is true-even in 
his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and 
eternal life. Dear children, keep yourselves 
from idols. (1 John 5: 18-21) 

John concludes his epistle with a general 
exhortation to continue living in the truth that 
we have received through Jesus Christ. · He 
wants us to come away from his letter with 
both a conviction of how important it is for us 
to walk in the light, and also a confidence that 
we can walk in the light as God desires. We 
can be safe from the evil one (verses 18-19). 
He re-iterates that those born of God do not 
keep on sinning, and as usual this is meant to 
be an assurance, not a cause of insecurity. 
Jesus' protection of' us is a reality, and we 
really can .rise above the sin in our lives. The 
evi.1 one can tempt, but cannot force us to sin, 
and cannot pull us away from Jesus against our 
will. Jesus said that "no one can snatch them 
out of my hand" Oohn 10:28, 29). Many times 
the reason why Christians give in to sin is 
because they simply do not believe that it is 
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possible to resist. And indeed, the devil is 
more powerful than we are. If we attempt to 
face him on our own power, he will crush us 
and humiliate us. John even tells us that the 
whole world is urider his control, and if we 
fight with the weapons of the world, we shall 
lose. But we can overcome through Jesus, and 
only through him. 

John summarizes all that he is teaching in 
saying that "we are in Him who is true (verses 
20-21 ). Jesus gives us understanding and 
wisdom as well as love and confidence. \lye 
can understand who we are, and we can know 
our God. We can kl'.low that Christianity is 
true, and we can live in the truth, and can 
even live in "him · who is true". Christianity is 
the way to have life, security, purpQse, joy, 
and confidence - and it is the only way to have 
these things in genuine form and lasting 
measure. John's concluding call to avoid idols 
makes more sense when we realize what he is 
doing: there is only one God worth 
worshipping, and in order truly to know him 
we must discard all of our idols, whether 
literal or figurative, tangible or intangible. 

' 
Throughout his epistle, John has convicted us 
that we are called to walk in the light, and he 
has re-assured us that it is possible for us to 
walk in the light with our God. The letter is 
meant to change 'us, but also to give us 
confidence and joy. If we have chosen to use 
our · lives to walk in the light, to build 
fellowship with God and with his children, we 
have made the right decision. · 

- Mark W. Garner 

fJi~t:4j]ie:;:~Q:r•·~ I.I~ __ :r ~ ~._-~.:_. ... 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
soup, tooth brushes, tooth paste, tuna fish. 

Morality Play , 
This evening there will be a presentation of the 
morality play "Everyman." 

New Deacons to be Appointed _ 
Becaus~ they seem to be "full of the Spirit and wis
dom", and since they have served this congregation 
unselfishly for several years, the Northland elders 
have nominated the following brothers to serve flS 
deacons: ' 

Will Bickley 
Kevin Chivington 
Mike Evans 
John Lindsay 

These men have already assumed leadership roles 
in various areas, and we would expect ,their efforts 
as deacons to continue, at least for the time being, 
in those same areas. However, before their appoint
ment, we want to give the congregation an opportu
nity to comment. If you have any input for the eld
ers in this matter, please write it on a 3x5 card, sign 
the card, and give it to one of us by Sunday April 
14. Then, if it is the Lord's will, we ..yill appoint 
these men as deacons on Sunday April 21. Please 
give this matter your serious and prayerful consid
eration and be sure to submit any written comments 
by the 141h. 

The Elders 

Calendar 

March 
24 Palm·sunday 
30 Services At Franklin County Jail 
31 Easter Sunday 

April 
3 SO's Plus Meeting 
7 Daylight Savings Time Begins 
17 SO's Plus Meeting 
21 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 

Ladies 
You are invited to a Ladies Inspiration Day on 
May 4th at the Church of Christ in Hermitage, 
PA. For more details a flyer has been posted on 
the bulletin board. 

Thank You 
"Rejoice with those who rejoice and mourn 
with those who mourn." It was such a·comfort 
during the loss of my mother to know that there 
were people thinking of us and praying for us 
during that time. Thank you for all the cards 
and flowers. 

MaryKay & Joe Barozzini and Family 

Contributions 
Last Week $5678 I Avg YTD $6178 

Russia $149 I Avg YTD $218 

Youth Min. $166 I Avg YTD $234 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Se.vice 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Evangelists: MikeHipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. C.Olumbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Whoo) Whoo! 
The story is told of a couple of taxidermists who were walking 

down the street one day. As they passed by a sporting goods 

store, they looked in the window and noticed an owl on display. 

The instant these two "experts" saw the owl, they began, to criti

cize the way it apparently had been mounted. Its eyes didn't 
' 

look life-like, its wings weren't in proportion with its head, its 

feathers weren't neatly arranged, and its talons weren't curved in 

a natural form. 

For several minutes, these men continued to find fault with the 
.-:, . 

job some other taxidermist had done on what should have been a 

beautiful bird of prey, when suddenly.::the owl turned its head 

~ and winked at them! 
~ ~ · 
Q) 

oQ 

~ It's e.asy to be a critic, and once we start, it's hara to stop. Be 

.:' careful not to get in the bad habit of criticizing the work and ef-..... 
Q) 

~ 
~ 

C'« 

forts of others. Not only can your critical attitude be harmful to 

others who are 'trying their best, it is also a miserable way to live 

your own life. 

~ When you ml)st criticize, temper it with praise. 

.,,; 
C'« 
.r::: 
~ 
~ 

Steve Higginbotham 

(Gla~gow, Kentucky) 



Ser11i11g God 

On Being a .Disciple 
Body and Soul 

" ... as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. As a 
father pities his children, so.the Lord pities those who fear him. For he knows our frame; he 
remembers that we are dust. 11 Psalm 103: 12~ 14 

"Keep warm and well-fed ." Vague, empty concern like this is meaningless when there is 
no good deed to back it up and give it meaning. So, too, are words preached to individuals for 
whom there is no genuine concern for their physical stat.e. Our physiology and spirituality can 
seem to be polar opposites, in some respects, .and yet can remain so intertwined that they are 
nearly inseparable. · 

Countless times over the years non-Christians have come to Kevin or me asking for 
prayers of physical healing and relief from all kinds of ailments. I'm sure you have experienced 
'this, too. A coworker may have a dying mother or a child with a mysterious illness. Out of either 
a fledgling faith or sheer desperation, she asks you to have the church pray, and pray "hard." 
Deep down, even those who are disconnect~d from God know from whom their help comes, if 
they choose to acknowledge it, and we don't ever have to look too far to find illness, poverty or 
pain, should we choose to acknowledge it 

When Jesus told his disciples to preach the gospel, it included the ability to he~I the sick. 
We are charged to pray for those who are sick and in need. "Indeed, within the church praying 
for the sick among the early Christians was seen as much their privilege as asking for forgiveness 
of sins Uames 5:14-15). A ministry that lacks this concern may seem distant, if not irrelevant, to 
suffering persons (Master Plan of Discipleship, p 80)." 

Christ knew how important meeting physical needs is. He cleansed lepers, fed thousands 
of hungry followers and even produced tax money (wouldn't that be nice about now?). He 
knows our needs better than we can. The apostle John tells us that the world .would not be able 
to hold all the accounts of the wondrous things Jesus has done for us! Let's learn from his 
example and meet the needs presented to us the best that we can. 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
Serve others! Help meet others' physical needs-pitch in for the food pantry, feed an ill believer 
or non-believer, pray for the needs of those around you and give whatever you can to show Jesus 
to a weary world. 

Prayers: 
Let's pray that we can reach the lost by humbling ourselves-learning about and helping to meet 
their needs. If you're truly brave, pray that God will open up opportunities that are 
uncomfortable for you, in order for you to grow. -Linda Chivington 

. 2 . 

Growth /11 Jesus 

REFUGE IN GOD 
LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF RUTH 

Lesson One: Introduction to Ruth 

Without powerful characters, fierce military 
battles, or exciting miracles, the book of Ruth , 
attracts little attention in the church today. Yet 
since most of us aren't powerful, fierce or 
dramatic, the book has more to say to the 
average Christian (whether man or woman) than 
do the more exciting accounts of kings and . ' 
generals. 

The story of Ruth centers ori one family's 
struggle for security, peace and refuge; it is about 
victory in the search for these. Ruth and Naomi 
are heroines of a different kind, a quieter kind 
than characters such as David or Moses, whose 
victories were on such a grand scale. But how 
many of us will defeat armies single-handedly? 
How many of us will lead a nation? How many 
of us would even wish to? And, even for those 
few of us who may one day be called upon to 
fulfill such roles, having won the kinds of quieter 
but deeper victories that Ruth won will bring 
more genuine success in these more visible 
fights. 

The theme verse of Ruth is 2: 12 - "May the Lord 
repay you for what you have done. May you be 
richly rewarded by the Lord, the God of Israel, 
under whose wings you have come to take 
refuge." Ruth and her family, like most of us, 
were looking for refuge and protection from the 
world's troubles and sadness. Ruth was not even 
one of God's own people, but since she had a 
basic nature of kindness and loyalty, God was , 
able to use these to bless her, to reveal himself to 
her, and to involve her in his plans. ' 
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Here are some other themes to remember as we 
study Ruth: 

1) Struggle and Searching Things did not come 
easily for Ruth or for those she was close to. But 
to God, the difficulties, the questions, the 
exploration of those who truly want to know him 
are of great value. Some Christians, 
unfortunately, want and expect quick, effortless 
victories. Some confused Christians even think 
that to expect things to come easily is a sign of 
"faith". But those who, like Ruth, arrive at the 
truth and gain their victories by overcoming 
obstacles, through extended searching and 
waiting, find those victories to be far more 
satisfying and lasting. 

2) Part of A Plan God is a Master at weaving 
together plans for an individual on a small scale 
with plans for his people on a large scale. 
Joseph and David are two of the better known 
examples of this; here in Ruth we will see the 
same principle at work. God works to meet 
Ruth's needs and to repay her for her patience 
and kindness, and simultaneously fulfills an 
important part of his eternal plan. Along with 
this concept, remember the importance of the 
"ordinary". God attaches importance to events 
and actions that aren't exciting enough to grab 
the attention of humans. 

- Mark W. Gamer 

. "May the Lord repay you for what 
you hctVe done. May you be richly 
rewarded by the Lord, the God of 

Israel, under whose wi.ngs you 
have come to take refuge. " 

Ruth2:12 



.. -

Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food,Pantry is in need of the following: 
·soup, tooth brushes, tooth paste, tuna fish, 
pancake mix,.syrup, rice. 

New Deacons to be Appointed 
Because they seem to be "full of the Spirit and 
wisdom", and since they have served this con
gregation unselfishly for several years, the 
Northland elders have nominated the following 
brothers to serve as deacons: 

Will Bickley 
Kevin Chivington 

• Mike Evans 
John Lindsay 

These men have already assumed leadership 
roles in various areas, and we would expect 
their efforts as deacons to continue, at least for 
the time being, in those same areas. However, 
before their appointment, we want to give the 
congregation an opportunity to comment. If 
you have any input for the elders in this matter, 
please write it on a 3x5 card, sign the card, and 
give it to one of us by Sunday April 14. Then, 
if H is the· Lord's will, we wHI appoint these 
men as deacons on Sunday April 21. Please 
give this matter your serious and prayerful con
sideration and be sure to submit any written 
comments by the 14th . . 

The Elders 

Calendar 

March 
31 Easter Sunday 

April 
3 SO's Plus Meeting 
7 Daylight Savings Time Begins 
7 Deacons Meeting 
7 Camp Meeting/Potluck 
14 Services At Willowbrook 
17 SO's Plus Meeting 
21 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 

Camp Potluck 
There will be a potluck for camp staff on April 7 
after morning services. We'll talk about camp 
2002. All those interested in helping at camp 
this year, please come. For more information 
see Charlie Yates. 

Thank You. 
Once again, the Teen group is thankful for the 
support of so many in our family; Lora Bradley, 
Sally Dunkin, Emily Smith, Robbie McVicker, 
and Kevin & Linda Chivington for sharing them
selves and their wonderful talents. Thanks to 

· our elders and those covering us in prayer. You 
all model and enable us to grow in Christ. We 
love you and thank you. 

Contributions 
Last Week $5223 I Avg YTO $6178 

Russia $1 f>2 I Avg YTO $214 

Youth Min. $151 I Avg YTO $228 

Service$ 
Su,nday"Blble Swdy • ,;9:30 am 
Sunday Worship Service '"'fo:~O am 

uE/ders:1Wilbur Allen, Tom Bamhardt,. ·.Fr.ank C.tla_ppeH; Roy Estep_, 
Mike mpes~ Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

Sunday Evenirl'g s::Jo pm 
Wednesday Evening 7 :00 pm 

northl~rldchurk:"ofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Amold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney,, DarrellEstep. Jack 
Evans, . .Oon Gillespie, Lou Lawrencef ilack Mauersbetg, 'Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris · 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Rest Well 

The story is told of an accountant who was having a hard time sleeping 

and went to see his physician. 

"Doctor, I just can't get to sleep at night." 

"Have you tried counting sheep?" 

' 
"That's the problem! I make a mistake and then spend three hours try

ing to find it." 

Some people have a difficult time getting away from their work. We 

certainly need to put 100 percent effort into our jobs, but there comes a 

time when we need to learn to relax. Even Jesus, as busy as he was 
I 

and as important as his work was, saw the need to "get away" every 

now and then. I encourage you to do a study sometime and notice 

how many times the gospel writers tell us Jesus headed "to the moun-

:? tains" to get off by himself. 
.... 
Q) 

I "Then the apostles gathered to Jesus and told Hir:n all things, both what 

they had done and what they had taught. And He said to them, 'Come 

.~ aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.' For there 
~ 

CD 

~ 
~ 

~ .. 
~ 
C") 

.c::: 
~ 
~ 

were many coming and going, and they did not even have time to 

eat." (Mark 6:30-31 ). 

Learn to work hard, but rest well! 

Alan Smith 

(Boone, NC) 
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SerJ1ing God 

On· Being a. Disciple 
Walkioe-.the Talk 

"Teach me to do your will, for you are my God; may your good Spirit lead me on level ground. H 

Psalm 143:10 

The ancient Romans are known for a variety of things-great civic developments, 
architectural wonders and well-known.philosophers, to name a few. In fact, in any given 

·; •American sthool; they(re·generail.y made ouH~' beheroes: One ofthe many areas in which they 
· •~ 1 greatly misseuthe mark/':however,:was'1n tne'm(i)srirnporll'antof aH~worship. The pagan .. lifestyle __ _ 

among the Romans (and other cultures, as well) was extremely self-serving. Flagrant idolatry and 
moral bankruptcy were the order of the day. To worship their gods, there was certainly no need 
to adapt your behavior to embrace any higher code of conduct. But, oh, is the worship of the true 
God different! 

Discipleship involves life changes and life-long learning. Not the least of these changes is 
accepting the "code of conduct" that the Father has set before us. This means not only obeying 
his Word in the do's and don'ts, but also in taking up our crosses daily, whatever that may mean 
for you specifically. Unlike the soft; diluted mainstream religion prevalent in our society today, 
true religion has to change you. Yes, Jesus will take you in whatever state you may be, but from 
this state we learn, we grow ... we are discipled by the Lord. 

A disciple also emulates his Master-soaks up his presence and tries to be so much like 
him that there is a fairly seamless transition from where the master stops and the apprentice 
begins. To be the Master Carpenter's apprentice you can hang around out in the street and guess 
at what he's doing inside the shop, you can press your nose up against the Carpenter's window 
and get a vague idea of what he's doing or you can actually sit by His side, feeling the sawdust in 
your toes and hair and listening to His wisdom as he measures and hammers, deliberately and 
gently teaching you as if, for that moment, you were the only one in the world. 

.. • ' ~ :; . . ·; w ·ea¥-e'°'l-eve.'s captives irti:locly,am;t-spl:r;ft1;:·A*le are.slaves to Christ-:-'-the mostbeautifotly, · 
~' ·royally-treate&sons and'friends:;of<the·:t<img. :tihat; :rr1¥-'friends, i's a· lovely ir.onyothat's worth 
:• · lnflnitely:more··than:alhhe ·fi+th and rubbishthat~we nave1to.giv:e up for -it! 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
· Whef=I we realize all ' we've be(jn·blesSied with in exchange for what we've given Him or given up 

fbrH1m;· may we praise God with all of our-selves for His precious. grace and love. 

era.~ . 
,, May we want to ·be that dusty, aalloused apprentice in·the shop.and-not merely an onlooker from 
the street On onlooker will Fl,ever truly 'learn ti-le trade. Let's, meditate on Him and soak up His 
presence, becoming more and more like Hi~ ever-Y day. 

' -Linda ·cnivingto.n ' I 
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6rowt/1 /11 Jes11s 

REFUG1E H1~ GOD 
LESSONS FROM, THE BOOK OF RUTH 

Lesson Two: A Family's Decision (Ruth· 1:1-5) 

We are introduced first to Ruth's in-laws, 
Elimelech and Naomi. These two are described 
as "Ephrathites from Bethlehem" (Ephrath, or 
Ephrathah, is just an older name for the region 
around· Bethlehem - ,we:ll see the significq.nce of~ 
this later). They lived "in the_ .times of the 
judges", a time of hqrdships for Israel, especially 
for the faithful Jews who had to endure both the 
influence of foreign idols and the punishment 
that God brought for this through Israel's 
neighbors. 

Elimelech and Naomi face a time of severe 
famine, which was likely caused by the raids of 
neighboring pagan countries. The couple have 
two boys, and they decide to move for a while to 
the foreign country of Moab, to hope for better 
things. But then Elimelech dies, and Naomi is 
left with her sons. Her sons find wives: Mah Ion 
marries Ruth, and Kilion marries Orpah. But 
after ten years both sons die. too, leaving the 
three women on their own. We don't have to 
go t~rough all that Naomi did to appreciate the 
disc;;ouragement .. and th~ un~rtainty she was 
f~ce9 with. -Her family had made a-decision and 
it turned out as badly as it possibly.could have. 
As objective observers, should we pity her or 
criti~ize her? 

We have so many decisions to make - as 
individuals and as families - and they often turn 

God's will. We need the support and 
encouragement of those around us, whether we 
make the right choice or not. Unfortunately, too 
often these difficult times are met with criticism 
or isolation even from those we're close to. Do 
we deserve to be . left on our own when we 
struggle, · or do we Chri~tians have a 
responsibility to comfort the struggling? 

Consider this yourself, studying and meditating 
about both Ruth and events that have happened 
in your own experience. Below, we shall look at 
the new decisions that Naomi, Ruth, aA<!i Orpah 
had to make, but you wi 11 benefit if you try to 
put yourself in their place and think about what 
you would do. The .ability to. see things from 
someone else's point of view is a precious skill 
that is too rare in the church, but it is a skill 
anyone can develop. 

We too often see others' lives either in terms of 
how they affect our own, or in terms of how they 
satisfy or don't satisfy our religious and 
theological biases. One of the great challenges 
that Christians must accept is to treat other 
persons like persons, not like objects. We must 
avoid classify everyone, or putting them all into 
convenient boxes, based on whether they think 
and act the way we think they should. Christians 
must understand that every person they meet is 
an individual with real needs and problems. 
Our challenge to learn and discern what .others 
need and when they need it. 

- Mark W. Garn~r 

out badly (even when we choose.correctly). We . 
an know the insecurity and fear that come from a 
difficult situation in · which we ·have to do 
something, without being able confidently to see 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
soup, tooth brushes, tooth paste, tuna fish. 

pancake mix, and syrup.' 

New Deacons to be Appointed 
Because they seem to be _"full of the Spirit and wis
dom", and since they have served this congregation 
unselfishly for several years, the Northland elders 
have nominated the following brothers to serve as 
deacons:· 

Will Bickley 
Kevin Chivington 
Mike Evans 
John Lindsay 

These men have already assumed leadership roles 
in various areas, and we would expect their efforts 
as deacons to continue, at least for the time peing, 
in those same areas. However, before their appoint
ment, we want to give the congregation an opportu
nity to comment. If you have any input for the eld
ers in this matter, please write it on a 3x5 card, sign 
the card, and give it to one of us by ,Sunday April 
14. Then, if it is the Lord's will, we will appoint 
these men as deacons on Sunday April 21. Please 
give this matter' your serious and prayerful consid
eration and be sure to submit any written comments 
by the 1'41h. 

The Elders 

Calendar 

April 
7 Daylight Savings Time Begins 
7 Deacons Meeting , 
7 Camp Meeting/Potluck 
14 Services At Willowbrook 
17 50's. Plus Meeting · 
21 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 

Camp Potluck 
There will be a potluck for camp staff Today, 
after morning services. We'll talk about camp 
2002. All those interested in helping at camp 
this year, please come. For more information 
see Charlie Yates. 

Thank You 
We would like to thank Northland for the 
prayers, cards and flowers during the passing of 
our sister and aunt. It was a comfort to us. 

Beryl & Marie McMasters 
Gary & Donna McMasters 

Contributions 
last Week $4521 I Avg YTD 

Russia $217 I Avg YTD 

Youth Min. $213 I Avg YTD 

$5991 

$214 

$227 

Services 
Su11day BJble Srody 
Sunday Worship Service 

9:30 am 
10:30 a111 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Bar:Ii.hardt, Frank ChaP,peJ1, Roy Estep~ 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

Sunday Evening · 
Wednesday Evening 
northlandchurcllofchrlst:,c om 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney,DarrelLEstep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters_, 
Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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God Is Still In The Miracle ••• 

GOD IS STILL IN THE MIRACLE BUSINESS 

The spectacular ~eteor shower whi.ch rained upon the eqrth last 

year was caused by debris left behind by the comet Tempel

Tuttle during a past orbit. Scientists and meteorologists told us to 

make an effort to see this particular shower since it won't be back 

unti I 2099. On some parts of the globe as many as two meteors 

per second were viewable to the naked eye - for amateurs, that's 

phenomenal. What makes this worthy of note is the infrequency 

f such events. If meteors could be seen on any old night on any 

old day in any old year they would become commonplace. 

That's why God doesn't do miracles on demand, for that wh.ich 

God does is anything but commonplace. People want to know 

why (if there is really a God) He doesn;t do more miracles and 

~ prove His existence. The problem isn't with God doing them, it's 

~ with man and his taking thi.ngs for granted. 

i On the other hand, God does miracles all day long ... only man 

:C:. doesn't seem to notice. The next time you breathe or eat, con-"'" . , 
""" sider the miracles of air and food. The next time you're in 
Q) -

E church, look at the miracles filling the pews around you. God 
~ . . 

0 does miracles constantly, but we don't acknowledge them. Yet 
~ 

~ 
.....:-

l: 
~ 

He does not do miracles on demand because He knows our na

ture better than we know His. 

John Gillmartin 



Sel'11ing 6od 

On Being a Disciple 
The Well-Lit Path 

"When [Barnabas] arrived and saw the evidence of the grace of Cod, he was glad and 
encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 11 Acts 11 :23 

The ·most dynamic of sermons, the most enlightening of lessons and the wisest counsel or 
advice won't make a large impact on the lost if the lifestyle behind it betrays a divided heart. It is 
not merely a story to tell but a life to be lived. 

Of the young church, Theophilus of Antioch had this to say: " ... they observe monogamy, 
guard chastity, and wipe out injustice, destroying sin with its root. With them justice is lived out, 
laws are kept, and faith is witnessed to by deeds ... They consider truth supreme. Grace protects 
them. Peace shields them. The Holy Word leads them. Wisdom teaches them. Life is decisive. 
God is their King." Despite the scattering that so often happens when the light of the gospel is 
shed in a dark, guilty world, it was certainly hard for the people to refute the character of these 
controversial men and women. Simply telling the masses what to believe wouldn't suffice; the 
gospel had to be their very lives. Time and again the scriptures tell about men and women giving 
their lives either literally or figuratively to forward God's glory. ·. 

The bottom line for yourself and for your effective witness is no great secret: Live It! You 
won't receive the abundant life Jesus .speaks of unless it is more than just a small facet of your 
life. He wants our whole hearts-not just leftpvers. How could a marriage survive if your 
husband decided he would only admit to being married to you one day a. week and constantly 
complained about his level of obligation to you? Oh, he tells you he loves you and you want to 
believe it, but. .. 

The gospel must flavor all of who we are and what we do. You can't effectively reach 
out and save the lost for Jesus unless they see that you truly believe the things you are teaching 
them. Is the gospel real to you? It will be evidenced by your sacrifice and prayer. Is it urgent 
and undeniable? It will be evidenced by your outreach and devotion. 

As we strive to glorify Jesus in our lives, it will magnetically draw searching people in. 
Live the life that is truly life! 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
This is the one earthly life we've got. Would Jesus be pleased with your personal response to the 
Great Commission? It's challenging to think about what we could be accomplishing through his 
Spirit and what we choose to let slide in favor of our own comfort and pride. 
p~~ ' 
May we truly fall in love with the Prince of Peace! May God's Spirit enable us to do the 
unimaginable in our own lives and in those around us. 

-Linda Chivington 
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6rowth In Jesus 

REFUGE IN GOD . 
LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF RUTH 

Lesson Three: Genuine Comfort (Ruth 1 :6-1 O) 

We have seen what happened to Naomi's 
family. Many commentators on Ruth show no 
sympathy, and expound on how this family got 
what they asked for. It is easy for someone who 
has never experienced these troubles to tear into 
Naomi and Elimelech's decision to go to a pagan 
country, as a ·sign of a "lack of faith". They are 
either hardened to Naomi and detached from 
her problems, or they denounce her for not 
getting over it more easily. In a similar way, 
even believers can show little real compassion 
when a friend or relative experiences misfortune, 
if we feel that the misfortune is their own "fault". · 

Those who are insensitive to others' misfortunes 
are sometimes the same ones who behave the 
very worst when they themselves have 
problems. It is possible to become completely 
unconcerned about serious disappointments in 
the I ives of others, and yet to be outraged or 
astonished at the smallest inconveniences in 
one's own life. Conversely, those who are the 
quickest to react to a need in someone else's life 
are often the ones who are best able to cope 
with even the most distressing circumstances in 
their own lives. How did you react to Naomi's 
situation, and how do you react when someone. 
dose to you is upset? Naomi's daughters-in-law 
had no due what they could do to improve 
matters. But they did know that they could be of · 
great value to Naomi, and to each other, just by 
sticking together. This is a valuable lesson to 
those of us who are only aware of our own 
discouragements, and not those of other persons. 
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There are two well-meaning, but ultimately 
fruitless, ways to respond when faced with such 
a situation . One is to calmly explain or analyze 
why the problems occurred, "helping" the 
sufferer by showing him/her that his/her own 
disobedience or "lack of faith" caused them. 
Such a response ignores the fact that the pain 
feels just as bad whether it is deserved or not. 
To God, determining whether or not the sufferer 
"de5erves it" is secondary to their immediate 
need for genuine comfort. The second mistake 
is to search frantically. for an immediate 
"solution" to the problem, coming up with 
"advice" or "direction" that often completely 
miss the need of the moment. There will be 
more than enough time after the wounds have 
healed a bit for analysis, explanation and future 
planning. But when it is time to just be with 
someone, don't get ahead of yourself, just be 
with them. 

Of course, complete comfort comes from God 
alone. And of course, some persons deliberately 
try to manipulate others into sympathy, and so 
there comes a time when those who care for 
them must be tough with them. None of this 
takes away the need for us to give others what 
they really need when they struggle. The faith of 
Naomi, which we shall· study next in detail, will 
help us grow in the way we deal with our own 
struggles. 

- Mark W Carner 

"Then Naomi said to her two 
daughters-in-law, "Go bttck, each 

of you, to your mother's home. 
May the LORD show kindness to 

you, as you have shown to your 
dead and to me." 

R14f/j 1:8 



Family Information 

Food ·Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
soup, tooth brushes, tooth paste, tuna fish. 
pancake mix, and syrup. 
Please save and bring in your empty egg 
cartons. We will be receiving a large quantity 
of eggs in the near future and will need cartons 
to put them in. Thank you. 

New Deacons to be Appointed 
Because they seem to _be "full of the Spirit and wis
dom", and since they have served this congregation 
unselfishly for several years, the Northland elders 
have nominated the following brothers to serve as 
deacons: · 

Will Bk:kley 
Kevin Chivington 
Mike Evans 
John Lindsay 

These men have already assumed leadership roles 
in various areas, and we would expect their efforts 
as deacons to continue, at least for the time being, 
in those same areas. However, before their appoint
ment, we want to give the congregation an opportu
nity to comment. If you have any input for the eld
ers in this matter, please write it on a 3x5 card, sign 
the card, and give it to one of us by Sunday April 
14. Then, if it is the lord's will, we will appoint 
these men as deacons on Sunday April 21. Please 
give this matter your serious and prayerful consid
eration and be sure to submit any written comments 
by the 14"'. 

Calendar 

April 
14 Services At Willowbrook 
17 50's Plus Meeting 
21 50's Plus "EatOut Sunday" 

Thank You 
I would like to thank Northland for the prayers 
and cards during the passing of my grand
mother. It was a comfort to me. 

Kris Durr 

Thank You 
Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers 
sent in Clara Well's memory. We would also 
like to thank everyone who came to calling 
hours and services for Mom. The music was 
beautiful, thank you Mr. Estep for leading the 
hymns. Mom loved coming to Northland and 
missed it so much when she was unable to 
come the last several months. May God bless 
all of you. Jim & Mary Massy 

Contributions 
Last Week $5652 I Avg YTD $5969 

Russia $262 I Avg YTD $217 

The Elders I Youth Min. $262 AvgYTD $229 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Elden: Wilbilr Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, JackMaueciberg, Beryl McMasters 
~Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Rising Above Worry 

"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and suppiication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God." 
Philippians 4:6 

Years ago, in the pioneer days of aviation, a pilot was making a flight 
around the world. After he had been gone for some two hours from his 
last landing field, he heard a noise in his plane, which he recognized as 
the gnawing of a rat. He realized that while his plane had been on the 
ground a rat had gotten in. For all he knew the rat could be gnawing 
through a vital cable or control of the plane. 

twas a very serious situation. He was both concerned and ·anxious. 
At first he did not know what to do. It was two hours back to the land
ing field from which he had taken off and more than two hours to the 
next field ahead. Then he remembered that the rat is· a rodent. It is not 
made for.the heights; it is made to live on the ground and under the 
ground. Therefore the pilot began to climb. 

He went up a thousand feet, then another thousand and another until 
he was more than twenty thousand feet up. The gnawing ceased. The 
rat was dead. He could not survive in the atmosphere of those heights. 
More than two hours later the pilot brought the plane safely to the next 
landing field i!nd found the dead rat. 

;i Worry is like that rodent. If we were to keep a record of all the things 
.. we worr!ed about, we would discover that the great majority of our 
~· ·worries never come to pass. This means that the time we devote to 
Cb worrying is wasted. We not only caused ourselves unnecessary mental 
§ . ·~anguish, but also took up valuable time that could have been spent , ;g elsewhere. 

Worry cannot live in the heights of the Most High. It cannot breathe in 
the atmosphere made vital by prayer and familiarity with the Scripture. 

~ Worry dies when we ascend to the Lord through prayer and His Word. a -
('I 

..; 
~ 

i: 
Q, 
q: 

Verse A Week Club 

·' 



Ser11ing 6od 

GUil T AND REGRET 
"/have come that they may have life, and have 
it to the full" Uohn 10: 10) 

I talk with many women in their middle years 
who are suffering from the double whammy of 
guilt and regret 

They look at their children and consider the 
unfinished product a failure. 

They look at their husband, if he is still there, 
and wonder what it will be like to be alone 
with him when the children have all left home. 
Will he have anything to say? Will he be 
around the house all day? Will they get along? 

They look at themselves - middle-aged 
housewives minus a college degree and no 
experience in the workplace - and think, "Time 
and tide have left me in the lurch. There is no 
way I could start a career at my age." 

By the time they have taken their morbid 
inventory, depression has set in. 

I can relate to their dilemma. I, too, assess my 
adult life and realize that I could have 
produced so much more. I could have been a 
better wife. I could haye bee~ a·'better mother. 
I could have done more with my education. 
The possibilities would have been limitless ten 
years ago, but now? . 

That kind of thinking is a dead end. If you 
catch yourself thinking that way, give yourself a 
good shake and remember: 

1 . The last chapter has not yet been written for 
our kids. Would you or I have been considered 
a likely candidate for "teen of the year?" Has 
the lord not promised: "He who began a good 
work in you will carry it on to completion until 
the day of Christ JesusH (Phil. 1 :6)? 

2. Doing is not as important as being. Since 
when is "doing something" the supreme goal? 
God's heart for us is that we "be something." 
He wants us to be an accurate reflection of who 
He is, no matter what we are doing. 

We can choose to hand on to guilt and regret, 
but we don't have to. Jesus said, "/ have come 
that they may have life, and have it to the 
fuW Uohn 10:10). The abundant life precludes 
negative emotions. 

1. He says that He has loved you with an 
everlasting love Ueremiah 31 :3). 

2. He promises you a future and a hope 
Ueremiah 29:11). 

3. And He says, "Nothing can separate you 
from the love of God .which is in Christ 
Jesus" (Romans 8:31 ). 

My friend, whatever your circumstance, the last 
chapter has not been written. Not only that, 
but we have a God who specializes in surprise 

"~nding~! .. , 
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Lord, forgive me for getting all .. wrapped up in 
guilt and regret. I can't change the past, but I 
can change the way I approach the future. If I 
need to ask someone's forgiveness, bring it to 
mind. And Lord, I'm sorry I have not been 
more grateful for Your •goodness to me, for the 
free pardon of my sin. I yield everything to 
You. In Jesus' name. Amen. 

Jan Silvious 
(From The 5-Minute Devotional) 

I• 

61·owth /11 Jesus 

REFUGE IN GOD 
LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF RUTH 

Lesson Four: Faith During Suffering 
(Ruth 1:11-15) 

Naomi eventually decides to return to Israel, 
having heard that things there have improved by 
God's grace. Her daughters-in-law begin to 
accompany her; but soon the question arises as 
to whether they should go or should stay in their 
own country of Moab. Thus this family's history 
of many needs and many decisions continues. 
We see the family's search for security, and we 
see how people must sometimes choose 
between numerous potential sources of security, 
such as family, marriage, homeland, and 
religion. As you read about Naomi and Ruth, 
put yourself in their place so that you underst~rnd 
the overwhelming choices they faced. Only thus 
will you appreciate that the few faults of these 
women that can fairly be pointed out are trivial 
compared to the strong indications of their 
indestructible faith and love. 

Though the book is named after Ruth, it is 
Naomi who first stands out as a great example of 
faith under trials. Here are a few of the things 
th.at ,reveal the strength of her faith: 

(i) Naomi's main concern was not for herself but 
for Ruth and Orpah. She must have drawn great 
comfort from their companionship and their 
loyalty to her, but when she began to think 
objectively, she b~gan to question whether it 
was really best for their own future to return to 
Israel with her. She was willing to return alone if 
that is what-was best for them. By the way, it is a 
big mistake to read this with the assumption that 
Naomi was just playing a game by urging Ruth 
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and Orpah to remain in Moab. Even Christians 
can become addicted to false modesty and other 
similar games, and can thus assume ' that 
everyone else is too. Naomi is playing no such 
game; she isn't using "reverse psychology" and 
hoping that the two young women will feel sorry 
for her. She is showing genuine concern for 
their futures. 

(ii) The very fact that two foreign women, not 
related by blood, were so attached to their 
mother-in-law testifies highly to the kind of 
friend Naomi must have been to them. She 
clearly had been a tremendous example to them 
of how a believer in the true God lives (see also 
the last part of Ruth's wish in verse 16). 

(iii) Naomi knows beyond question that God is 
control of all things. She indicates that, despite 
her hurt over the present and her fear for the 
future, she has never doubted that it is God who 
rules and God to whom she must entrust the 
future (e.g. v.6,8,9). She does not attempt to 
impose her will on the situation; she knows that 
she must entrust all to God. 'She is not happy 
with what God has done (see v.13, w .20-21), 
but in expressing this she, like David in many of 
the Psalms, is only being honest. She never 
considers turning away from God. Many of us 
could learn a lesson from this. God would 
rather have a Naomi any day instead of those 
who mouth meaningless praises of "God's will" 
but who leave God, God's Word, and God's 
ministry in the background the moment that 
something else becomes n:iore interesting or 
pleasing. ' 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Food P antry ·1 April 

Services 
Sunday Bl~le Study 
Sun~ay Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

d of the following: 21 50's Plus'"Eat Out Sunday" 

th paste, tuna fish. 21 Worship At Genesse~ Avenue 

rour empty egg May 
v'ing a large quantity 1 50's Plus Meeting 
and will neea cartons 5 Secrets Of The Vim~~session 2 
J. 12 Mother's Day 

12 Secrets Of ·lheVine-Session 3 
tthy 15 50's Plus Meeting ; 

ympathy to the family 16 COCS Spring Concert 7:30 p.m. 

r member, who died 19 . Secrets Of The Vine-Session 4 

was Thursday. 19 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
25-27 Tree Haven Encampment 

Vorship 26 Worship At Tree Haven 

ilding at 5:30 p.m. for 27 Memorial Day 

o, and then carpool 
wenue Church of 
t filled worship. Rigel 

! 

be speaking; and the 
presenting a short 
I to stop by North-
at 1889 Genessee . 
e In Sin 
ry: one for sin, one in ·contributions - -

three propositions Last Week $6134 AvgYTD $5979 
ice. Do not die in sin. 

Russia $300 $223 our Savior Him who AvgYTD 

-George Guille Youth Min. $325 AvgYTD $235 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
S:30pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tow ~arnhardt, Frank ChappeU,Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

.Deacons: Brian Arnold; John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, -Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters 
Mark Morris 

northlandc!iurchofchrist.com 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland ChurClh of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Qualities Of God's Mercy 
"The mercy of God" (Ps. 52:8). 

Meditate a little on this mercy of the Lord. It is tender mercy. With 
gentle, loving touch, He heals the broken in heart, and binds up their 
wounds. 

He is as gracious in the manner of His mercy as in the matter of it. It i~ 
great merey. There is nothing little in God; His mercy is like Himself -
it is infinite. ' 

You cannot measure it. His mercy is so' great that it forgives great sins 
to great sinners, after great lengths of time, and then gives great favors 

nd great privileges, ahd raises us up to great enjoyments in the great 
heaven of the great God. It is undeserved mercy, as indeed all true 
mercy must be,.for deserved mercy is only a misnomer for justice. 

There was no right on the sinner's part to the kind consideration of the 
Most High; had the rebel been doomed at once to ~ternal fire he would 
have richly merited the doom, and if delivered from wrath, sovereign 
love alone has found a cause, for there was none in the sinner himself. 
It is rich mercy. Some things are great, but have little healing and help 
in them, but this mercy is a cordial to your drooping spirits; a golden 
ointment to your bleeding wounds; a heavenly bandfige to your broken 
bones; a royal chariot for your weary feet; a bosom of love for your 
trembling heart . 

It is manifold mercy. As Bunyan says, "all the flowers in God's garden 
are double." There is no -single mercy. 

You may think you have but one mercy, but you shall find it to be a 
whole cluster of mercies. It is abounding mercy. Millions have re
ceived it, yet far from its being exhausted; it is as fresh, as full, and as 
free as ever. 

~ It is unfailing mercy. It will never leave you. If merc:Y is your friend, 
mercy will be with you in temptation to keep you from yielding; with 

~ you in trouble to prevent you from sinking; with you living to be the 
C'1 light and life of your countenance; and with you dying to be the joy of 
l: your soul when earthly comfort is ebbing fast. 
~ Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
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PARENTS HAVE TO LIVE IT 

At one point during a game, the coach said 
to one of his young players, "Do you 
understand what cooperation is and what 
teamwork is all about?" 

The little boy nodded in the affirmative. 

"Do you understand that what really 
matters is not wnether we win or lose, but 
tha~ we play together as a team?" · 

The little boy.nodded yes. 

"Good," the coach continued. "And, 
when a strike is called, or you're thrown 
out at first, you don't argue, curse, attack 
the umpire with a bat, or throw dirt in the 
opposing team members' faces. Do you 
understand al I that?" 

Again the little boy nodded, "Well, sure 
coach. That's what you taught us." 

"Good," said the coach. "Now, please go 
over there and explain all that to your 
mother." 

1 've been to a few Little League games 
when the above conversation needed to 
take place! It's said to see parents who act 
in an irresponsible manner because you 
know that they are teaching their children 
(and others' children) to behave in a 
similar manner. 
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God has given those of us who are parents 
an awesome responsibility - not only to 
teach our children what is right, but to live 
in such a way that they see that we are 
willing to practice what we've been 
teaching them to do. 

' 

Moses told the parents of Israel to take the 
laws which God had given them and 
"teach them diligently to your children ... " 
(Deut. 6:7). 
But before telling parents to do that, he 
warned them: "Therefore hear, 0 Israel, 
and be careful to observe it ... " (Deut. 6:3). 

Before we can teach a love of God and 
others to our children, it must be in our 
own hearts . . May God bless those of you 
who are parents as you strive to do just 
that. May your life be so filled with a 
desire to follow God that your children 
will be open to hear all that you have to 
say to them. 

Have a great day! 
Alan Smith 

~ (Boone, NC) 

"Love the LORD your God wi.th 
all yout heart and with all yo·ur 

soul and wl.tb aa your strength. cc 

Deuteronomy 6:5 

6rowth In Jesus 

REFUGE IN GOD 
LESSO~S FROM THE BOOK OF RUTH 

les~n Five: A Lasting Bo.nd 
(Ruth 1:16-22) 

Orpah at last decides to return to Moab, the 
home of her myn family, people, and religion. 
But Ruth is not to be swayed; her love for 
Naomi, her appreciation of how she has seen 
God revealed in Naomi,· and Ruth's own good 
nature and character make it impossible for her 
to go back "home". Instead she forms a lasting 
bond with Naomi and goes to a new, strange 
land with new people and a new God. In so 
doing she gives up any short-term worldly 
securi_ty or benefit that her homeland offered, but 
instead she is to find blessings of a more 
satisfying and lasting nature. Naomi herself, 
despite suffering greatly, is also returning, though 
1she .did not yet realize it, to share with Ruth in 
the victories God would provide. But before we 
move on to what happens in Israel, h~re are 
some points to remember from chapter 1: 

(i) In our lives we are faced with many decisions, 
and not all of them will work out well. As we 
search and struggle, God is a refuge, not in the 
sense that he will keep us from ever getting hurt, 
but in the sense that he will keep us close to him 
and keep our faith alive as long as we wish it so. 
The faith that Naomi was able to preserve 
through God's care was far more precious than 
any temporary blessings God could have given 
her. We must also learn to value the few 
permanent things we have - our faith, our 
salvation, our fellowship with God - more than 
the earthly things we crave. 
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(ii) The greatest thing we humans can give to 
each other in the midst of struggles is simply our 
presence and care. At times these are more 
valuable than any ·display of wisdom or · 
righteousness. We have seen three women 
who, while having little in terms· of plans or 
insights to share concerning the situation, stood 
together at a desperate time. They are an 
example-for us to follow. I hope you noted that 
Orpah, who eventually returned home, is 
equally a good example of this. She did not go 
home until she knew that Naomi had at least 
had some ti me to get her feet back on the 
ground. She fulfilled her responsibility 
admirably and then made a perfectly good 
decision that Naomi approved. 

(iii) It is faith that must be our lens through which 
we look at our own and others' lives. It is not 
relevant whether Elimelech and Naomi 
"deserved" what happened to them. What is 
relevant is whether Naomi and the others kept 
and nurtured faith when facing all the trials in 
their lives. It is less important whether we make 
perfect decisions and have perfect understanding 
than it is that whatever we do decide, think or do 
is based on faith. Faith was all Naomi had left 
when she returned home, and Ruth's faith in the 
true God had just begun. But their faith was 
enough to give them a lasting bond with each 
other and it would enable God to bless them 
and use them in ways they couldn't have 
imagined. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the. following: 
soup, tooth brushes; tooth paste, tuna fish. 

pancake mix, and syrup. Please save and bring 
in your empty egg c~rtons. We will be receiv
ing a large quantity of eggs in the near future 
and will need cartons to put them in. 

Reviewers Needed 
In order to help and encourage new and exist
ing members to become invoived in the work 
at Northland, an Opportunities for Service 
booklet is being prepared. This is an out
growth of work begun by the elders and contin
ued by the deacons and other ministry leaders 
late last year. A draft of the booklet is avail.:. 
able, and Ray Thorne is looking for about 15 
people to review the draft and supply com
ments. If you'd like to help, see Ray and he 
will provide a copy for your review. 

You Are Invited 
Talented Tree of Life Christian High School stu
dents will be performing the musical Cinderella 
in the Northridge Auditorium on May 2,3,4 at 
7:00 p.m., with a matinee performance on Sat
urday, May 4 at 1 :00 p.m. Tickets are available 
at the Northridge Branch office, 935 Northridge 
Rd. or at the door. Admission is $5.00 for 
adults, $4.00 for high school students, $3.00 
for students grades K-8, and preschoolers and 
younger ones are free. Maximum family cost is 
$15.00. 

1 
5 
12 
12 
15 
16 
19' 
19 
25-27 
26 
27 

Calendar 

May 
50's Plus Meeting 
Secrets Of The Vine-Session 2 
Mother's Day 
Secrets Of The Vine-Session 3 
50's Plus Meeting 
COCS Spring Concert 7:30 p.m. 
Secrets Of The Vine-Session 4 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Tree Haven Encampment 
Worship At Tree Haven 
Memorial Day 

Camp Cleanup Day 
There will be a camp cleanup effort on Friday 
and Satur.day May 10, 11. Come up and stay Fri
day night or come and help on Saturday. We 
will finish up Saturday afternoon and get home 
in time for Mothers Day. Even if you will not be 
going to camp at NWOCYC this summer, we 
still need your help. Please see Vicki Thomas 
for details. She will need to know if you are go·· 
ing by Wednesday May 8 to include you in the 
meal count. Thank you. 
P. S. Bring cleaning supplies if you have them. 

Contributions 
Last Week $5485 I Avg YTD $5950 

Russia $149 I Avg YTD $218 

Youth Min. $200 I Avg YTD $233 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur AJlen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, JOhn Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Follow .The Tracks! 

Long ago an Indian chief was discussing his Christian faith when 

a reporter challehged him, "How can you say you know there is 

a God?" The Native Amer.ican leader pointed to the ground, "For 

the -same r~ason I know a bear-and not a man passed by·here last 

night. .. God has also left a trail for me to follow." 

Also long ago, the Apostle Paul wrote, " ... since the creation of 

' the world God:s invisible qualities - His eternal power and di-

vine nature - have been clearly seen, being understood from 

what has been made, so that men are without excuse" 

.Q ' 
S (Rom. 1 :20 NIV). 
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John Gillmartin 

'The heavens declare the glory of God; 
the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

Day after day they pour forth speech; night 
after night they display knowledge." 

, Psalm 19:1-2 
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THE BIBLE CARRIES 
TRUTHACROSS THE AGES 

Imagine how difficult it would be to write 
life-changing literature, in such a way that the 
meaning remains clear - not only through 
translations but also through the inevitable 
changes of language as ages .pass. The Bible 
is just such a book. It is more than the sum 
of its words. The Bible has accomplished the 
monumental task of transmitting the truth of 
God, not only across time and culture but 
also through many different languages and 
language changes. 

I have seen word meanings change 
somewhat evening my lifetime, and doubtless 
you have also. This shift can be noted by 
comparing antiquated dictionaries to modern 
ones. For better or worse, the way people . 
use a wo,rd eventually determines its 
definition. It is not unusual to hear preachers 
make .reference to original meanings of words 
when expounding Scripture. 

Knowing this, how is it possible for the Bible 
or any book to carry its message across 
millennia? 

At least part of the answer can be found in 
the use of imagery in the Bible. This includes 
stories, parables, metaphors, allegories, and, 
to some e~tent, poetry. All of these have 
been accepted in other literature as a way to, 
convey meaning that is too great for words 
alone. So what unbelievers usually consider 
weakness is actually one of the Bible's 
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strengths. (Isn't that just like God?) The 
variety of literary styles work like cowboys, 
rounding up truth and corralling it in a form 
that can make the trip not across country, but 
across the ages. 

Of comse, it is obvious that some Scripture 
can be taken just as it comes off the page. 
Some truths are not as susceptible to the 
weakness of language change as others. 
Simple statements such as "Thou shalt not 
commit adultery" would almost require a , 
translator to be dishonest in order co twist the 
intent. 

One rule of thumb I have heard is, "Where 
the meaning makes sense, take it that way. 
Where it seems cloudy or 'ambiguous, look 
for a deeper or more profound meaning." 
While this rule is admittedly subjective and 
while our critics would say it too convenient, 
It makes sense and it works. 

In the end, what r~ally matters is whether or 
not the reader of Scripture is open to the 
influence of the Holy Spirit, whose job it is to 
help belie~ers to grasp the meaning of the 
Word. When Jesus said "seek and you shall 
find," He meant that you would find "what 
you were looking for." A skeptic, looking for 
bricks and mortar with which to build a wall 
of doubt may find some on the pages of the 
Bible. 

On the other hand, people who have come 
to love and trust the Bible see mysterious 
passages of Scripture as sources of deeper 
insight. · 

Howard Glass 
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Growth In Jesus 

REFUGE IN GOD 
LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF RUTH 

Lesson Six: Starting Over (Ruth 2:1-7) 

In Israel, Naomi and Ruth have more 
decisions to make. How will they support 
themselves? Will they wait until something 
happens, or can they do something to get 
back on their feet? Ruth takes the initiative 
with the idea of gleaning grain in a nearby 
field. Many of the poor would do this - they 
followed workers harvesting a large field and 
picked up the scraps left behind. Since the 
overworked harvesters labored by hand, 
they usually left enough that a patient 
gleaner could get enough to avoid starving. 
Not an impressive beginning in her new 
home, but Ruth was doing something for 
herself and Naomi. 

Ruth's initiative and humility should inspire 
us to stop indulging in laziness and self-pity 
when we seem not to be getting anywhere. 
Ruth had few options, but she did what she 
could, humiliating and tedious though it 
was. We Christians can find it a bit too easy 
at times to get bogged down in criticizing 
the numerous reprobates and sociopaths in 
our society. There are indeed many persons 
in the world around us who could improve 
their lives and others' lives in a moment 
simply by humbling themselves, learning a 
little bit, and doing some hard work. But 
God's call to us is to ask ourselves about our 
own lives first. 
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There are a lot of Christians who don't grow 
solely . for the lack of energy and self
discipline, or because they wait for someone 
else should. do their growing for them. 
Many Christians know very little of the Bible 
other than a few proof-text Scriptures that 
someone showed them once to "prove" their 
favorite doctrinal points. You cannot 
understand the Bible at all unless you 
personally read and study regularly. Do not 
let lai:iness or pride keep you from studying 
the Bible constantly. Every Christian can 
study the Bible, and every Christian needs to 
study it. And merely opening up your Bible, 
holding it in your hands, and staring at the 
pages doesn't get the job done. Sometimes, 
to break out of such a malaise may require 
"starting at the bottom" and getting help 
from someone who can show you how to 
get something out of God's Word. You'll 
surprise yourself how far you can get with 
consistent effort, but you won't be surprised 
at all how little progress you'll make if you 
make no efforts. 

The principle is also true of any other area in 
your spiritual llfe wherein- you are not 
growing. There is no area of importance in 
which you cannot grow by means of 
humility and self-discipline, but there is 
nothing of importance that will come to you 
without any effort on your part. · 

- Mark W. Carner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
soup, tooth brushes, tooth paste, tuna fish. 

pancake mix, and syrup. Please save and bring 
in your empty egg cartons. We will be receiv
ing a large quantity of eggs in the near future 
and will need cartons to put them in. 

Reviewers Still Needed 
In order to help and encourage new and exist
ing members to become involved in the work 
at Northland, an Opportunities for Service 
booklet is being prepared. This is an out
growth of work begun by the elders and contin
ued by the deacons and other ministry leaders 
late last year. A draft of the booklet is avail
able, and Ray Thorne is looking for about 15 
people to review the draft and supply com
ments. If you'd like to help, see Ray and he 
will provide a copy for your review. 

New Members 
Keith and Susan Joy and their daughters Nicole 
and Kristy placed membership last Sunday. 
Their address is 5165 Locust Post Lane, 
Columbus Ohio, 43230; Phone 471-6106. 

Calendar 

May 
5 Secrets Of The Vine-Session 2 
10 Camp Cleanup Day At NWOCYC 

" 12 Mother's Day 
12 Secrets Of The Vine-Session 3 
15 50's Plus Meeting 
16 COCS Spring Concert 7:30 p.m. 
19 Secrets Of The Vine-Session 4 
19 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
25-27 Tree Haven Encampment 
26 Worship At Tree Haven 
27 Memorial Day 

Camp Cleanup Day 
There will be a camp cleanup effort on Friday 
and Saturday May 10, 11. Come up and stay Fri
day night or come and help on ~aturday. We 
will finish up Saturday afternoon and get home 
in time for Mothers Day. Even if you will not be 
going to camp at NWOCYC this summer, we 
still need your help. Please see Vicki Thomas 
for details. She will need to know if you are go
ing by Wednesday May 8 to include you in the 
meal count. Thank you. P. S. Bring cleaning 
supplies if you have them. 

Contributions 
Last Week $4895 I Avg YTD $5891 

Russia $147 I Avg YTD $192 

Youth Min. $192 IAvgYTD $231 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Water, Rice & Dirt 

My brother-in-law recently carried an -article in his bulletin that 

told the story of a man who absolutely refused to attend church.' 

When a preacher asked him why he wouldn't accept invitations 

to att~nd; he answered,_ "I don't go· to church because every time 

I do, they throw something at me." 

bit confused by his answer, the preacher further inquired, 

"What do you_ mean?" To which the man explained, "When I 

was a baby and my parents took me to church, the priest threw 

water on me. When I got married, the wedding ceremony took 

place in a church, and they threw rice at me." Hearing this, the 

preacher quickly responded, "And if you keep on th~ way you're 

~ going, the next time you attend, they'll th_row dirt on you!" 

~ 
.Q 

§ Isn't this descriptive of how some people treat the Lord's church? 

:C:. Some attend just long enough to have something thrown at them. 
"""' I 

"""' Q) 

~ 
~ 

('\I 
C) 
C) 
('\I 

ll)' 
~ 
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Friends, don 1t neglect the ·opportunities you have to worship God 

and fellowship with other believers. God is worthy of the wor

ship and you are needful of the fellowship and encouragement. 

Steve Higginbotham (Glasgow, Kentucky) 
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THE HUGE PRICE OF SIN 

"Knowing that you were not redeemed 
with perishable things like silver or gold 
from your fUtile way of life inherited from 
your forefathers, but with pretious blood, 
as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the 
blood of Christ" (1 Pet. 1: 18-19, NASV). 

"On a business trip in California, I realized 
that I had forgotten my wife's birthday the 

. day before. Assuming I was in big trouble, 
I went to the jewelry section of a San 
Francisco department store. After 
explaining to the saleswoman that I 
desperately needed a gift to make up for 
my forgetfulness, she quipped, 'I'm sorry, 
but we don't have anything that 
expensive."' - Edwin L. Ray in Reader's 
Digest. 

Many of us have found ourselves in the 
same situation as Mr. Ray! And for so 
many people, it's even worse when it 
comes to sin and what it does to our _ 
relationship with God. I've had people tell 
me, "I've done such terrible things, there 
just isn't any way God can forgive me." 
The burden of guilt and shame can seem 
unbearable, and it can seem that nothing 
has the power to relieve us from the 
misery sin .causes. 

It's sad that people don't really understand 
the price Jesus paid to effect our 
forgiveness. If you're thinking in terms of 
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silver or gold (otherwise known as things 
of worldly value), then you are right. 
There is no price we can pay that c:an 
purchase the forgiveness we need. Should 
you give al I you have; and al I you wi 11 
ever have, it wouldn't be enough. If you 
were the wealthiest person alive, you still 
wouldn't possess the cost of forgiveness. 
The sheer impossibility of paying the debt 
of sin is hard to imagine, yet deep in our 
hearts we know we have nothing to offer 
by which our sins can be removed. 

The price can be paid, however. It's just 
that it costs something we don't have. Sin 
demands the sacrifice of the innocent. The 
price of forgiveness is that one who is 
sinless, perfect, without blemish, shed his 
blood for the guilty. That's what we find 
in the blood of Jesus. He offers His 
sinlessness for our sinfulness; His purity for 
our corruption; His unblemished life for 
our sin-stained I ife. The frustration and 
burden sinners experience finds its relief in 
the precious blood of the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world. The 
staggering cost of forgiving sin was paid by 
the only One possessing something of that 
value. Praise God for paying the debt. 

Bill Denton 

"He himself bore our sins in his 
body on the tree, so that we 
might diet°" s~.1!~ .... '!~.4..!ive for 

righteousness; by his wounds you 
htnJe bee·n healed." 

1Peter2:24 

6rowth In Jesus 
REFUGE IN GOD 

LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF RUTH 
lesson Seven 

A Light Cannot Be Hidden (Ruth 2:8-16) 

Ruth asked for permission to work in the field, 
and then began the tedious job of gleaning 
grain. For some reason, the owner of the field 
himself takes time to speak with ·her and 
encourage her. He reassures her that she can 
stay in his field, that he has made sure that she 
will be treated well and that she may feel free to 
take a drink from his water jars when she is 
thirsty. Ruth naturally wonders why he would 
make a special effort to reach out to a foreigner 
who is obviously in humble circumstances, and 
in his explanation she begins to learn some 
valuable lessons. 

Evidently a lot of persons had learned the story 
of Elimelech's family, and a lot of persons were 
talking about the faithful young Moabite 
woman who had come to Israel with her 
mother-in-law. Often it may seem as if no one 
notices our faithfulness, and even though we 
know that it is really God whom we ought to 
please, we are encouraged when other humans 
do take notice of some of the good we do. 
Here Ruth learns that people are aware of her 
loyalty and_ her courage, and that this rich man 
has been favorably impressed with what he has 
heard of her. He has been encouraged by what 
he knows about her and because of it he wants 
to do something for her. So right away he does 
several small things for her, some he tells her 
about and some he does via instructions he 
gives to his workmen. 
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We may not be in Boaz's position that we can 
do specific things to help people we know are 
being faithful, but we can always emulate him 
in simply expressing our appreciation and 
encouragement when we see someone living 
by sincere and strong faiLh. A lot of others had 
heard of Ruth and probably also thought well of 
her, but had not taken the time to express it to 
her. We can in this way do a lot to help one 
another - in a way that costs nothing and risks 
nothing. Don't ever assume "someone else will 
tell them". 

One of, Boaz's comments (in v.12) gives us 
insight into both his own perspective and Ruth's 
faithfulness. Boaz clearly sees what Ruth has 
done as "taking refuge in God"; he sees that 
what she has done is to deal with the 
frightening array of choices in her life by taking 
shelter in the one place that is secure. Her 
loyalty to Naomi, her brave decision to leave 
her own people, her acts of kindness, her 
humility and hard work all flowed out of this 
decision to make God (whom slie had first seen 
through Naomi) the center and foundation of 
her life. That Ruth made so much of this speaks 
well of Naomi for introducing her to God, and 
that Ruth and Boaz were united in _sharing such 
an important perspective made it very easy for 
God to bring them together. Ruth's character 
and actions had limited value in themselves -
but because of her faith they became very 
useful to her and to God. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
soup, tooth brushes, tooth paste, crackers, 
pancake mix, and syrup. Please save and bring 
in your empty egg cartons. 

Bridal 'shower 
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend 
a bridal shower for Joy Yoakum on Saturday, 
June 8th at 2 p.m. in the church annex. Infor
mation about her gift registry will be available 
within the next couple of weeks. The hostesses 
are : Vicki Thomas, Jenny Coat~, Linda Gar
ner, Robbie MtVicker, Paula Robbins and 
Cheryl Muir. 

co cs 
Central Ohio Christian School ~ill have an 
open house on Tuesday, May 14 beginning at 
7:30 p.m. This is an opportunity for anyone 
interested in learning more about the school or 
child care center. You will be able to visit the 
classrooms and meet the teachers. For more 
information, call the school office at 475-0335. 

Tree Haven 
If you are interested in camping at Tree Haven 
Memorial Day weekend, See Mike or Leisha 
Evans to reserve a campsite. 

Spanish Translator Needed 
The Prison Ministry is in need of someone who 
can translate Spanish correspondence courses. 
See Betty Chappell if you can help. 

12 
12 
14 
15 
16 
19 
19 
25-27 
26 
27 

Calenda1· 

May 
Mother's Day 
Secrets Of The Vine-Session 3 
COCS Open House 7:30 p.m. 
50's Plus Meeting 
COCS Spring Concert 7:30 p.m. 
Secrets Of The Vine-Session 4 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Tree Haven Encampment 
Worship At Tree Haven 
Memorial Day 

. Congratulations 
Louie and Lisa Wright are the proud parents of 
a baby girl. Allison was born May 2. She 
weighed 5 lbs. 2 ounces and was 18 inches 
long. She was 6 weeks premature and will be 
in the hospital for a few days. Lisa is at home. 
A call or note would be appreciated. 

Graduates 
We are looking to honor our high school and 
college graduates soon. If you already have or 
will graduate from college in 2002, please let 
Ray Thorne or Vicki Thomas know soon. If you 
want any graduation information in the bulletin, 
See Jack Evans. 

Contributions 
Last Week $6172 I Avg YTD $5906 

Russia $252 AvgYTD $216 

Youth Min. $372 Avg YTD $238 

Seivices 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris -
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Celebrate Your Mother 
How to celebrate your mother: 

Instead of focusing on your own situation, think of Mother's Day as a time 
to reflect on, serve, and honor your own mother. 

Pick up the phone. The phone company tells us that Mother's Day is the 
busiest day of the year. You can join the throng of happy well-wishers. 
But don't stop there: Make a commitment to call your mother on a 
regular basis, just to tell her how much you love and appreciate her. 

Write a note. The written word is so much more powerful than a phone 
call. Getting mail is a delight, being able to read and reread a message 
is encouraging, and looking at the handwriting is endearing. 

.Patch relationships. If you and your mother are separated by disagree
ments, look for ways to bridge the gap. If misunderstandings are to be 
resolved, you can be the first to extend a hand. Forgive or ask for for
giveness. Resolve to find ways to be compatible, loving, and caring. 

See her as more than "Mom." Get to know her beyond just her nurturing 
qualities toward you. What are her thoughts, dreams, and feelings? 

Rejoice if you have more than one mother. Some people have moms, 
adoptive moms, step-morris, mothers-in-law, and grandmothers. Make 
room for eac~. of them in your heart - and your schedule. 

Learn from your mother. What are the.qualities you admire in the moms 
in yoyr life? Which qtialities have you inherited? Which qualities are 
you determined not to acquire, or want to develop? 

Treasure the thoughts. If your mother is no longer with you, don't despair. 
She's as close as your memory. Think about the good times, not the 
loss. 

Little things mean the most. Caring doesn't have to have monetary value. 
Hugs, kisses, taking a bowl of strawberries are ways to say I love you. 
Was her windows, help her in the garden, or bake her favorite cookies. 

Visit regularly. ,If your mom is in a nursing home, across town, or across 
the country, plan to see her on a regular basis. Sharing time together is 
worth more than any bouquet of flowers. 

Grow away from them. Understand that as you get older, marry, or move 
away from home, you· are entering into a different relationship with 
your mother - which can be as equally rewarding. It's a part of life: 
they did it once themselyes, and now both of you can grow in other 
ways. 

Look to Jesus. In His last moments on the cross Jesus showed His love to
ward His mother. Jesus saw His mother and the disciple He loved 
standing near her. He said fo His mother, "Woman, here is y-our son. H 

Then to the disciple, "Here is your mother.,,· From that moment the 
disciple accepted her as his own mother Uohn 19:25-27). 

From nlive It!" 
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HEARING GOD IN NOISY PLACES 

Ever feel guilty when somebody quoted this 
Bible verse: "Be still, and know that I am 
God"? (Psalm 46:10). I'll bet you'd like to 
find a quiet time today. Maybe you are even 
planning for it. Wonderful things can 
happen in times of solitude, stillness, and 
silence before God. But they are hard to 
come by - and simply aren't available on 
some days or in certain life experiences. 

There's precious little time for stillness when 
production deadlines are close. A report is 
due in three hours. An inspection is in 
progress. If you live in a big city, there are 
voices and horns. There is constant motion. 
Shared living space has someone else's 
music, someone else's TV, and someone 
else's voice. Where are you supposed to 
find God in the midst of all the noise? 

Then there is "noise" of a different quality 
altogether. Pain from illness or injury 
screams at you. The pressure of finding a 
new job or putting life together after a death 
takes away your tranquil sense of God. 
Sadness, disappointment, and loss crash over 
you with the roar of an angry sea. 

.Strange as it may seem to say, the greater 
need for some of us may be less for stillness 
than to learn how to hear God's voice smack 
in the middle of all of the noise, chaotic 
activity, and disorienting trouble. 

"They reeled and staggered like drunken 
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men; they were at their wits' end. Then they 
cried out to the Lord in their trouble, and he 
brought them out of their distress. He stilled 
the storm to a whisper; the waves of the sea 
were hushed. They were glad when it grew 
·calm, and he guided them to their desired' 
heaven. Let them give thanks to the 
Lord ... " (Psalm 107:27-31 ). 

Do you really think ours is the first 
generation of humankind to feel the pressure 
of noise, tension, and uncertainty? If course 
it isn't. And the experience of some of those 
people can guide us in our time's of stress. 

Whoever the subjects of Psalm 107, they 
were reeling and staggering under their load. 
There was no serene stillness before God for 
them. To the contrary, they were "at their 
wits' end ." So right in the middle of their 
frenzy and distress, "they cried out to the 
Lord in their trouble" - and God heard 
them. 

If your life has more tumult than stillness, 
more crash than tranquility, God has not 
eluded you. He beckons you to qy out to 
him, and he will show himself to you. 
Amidst the noise, you will find him with you 
in the middle of it all. 
Rubel Shelly & the Woodmont Hills Church 

ccBe still, and know that I 
am God; I wUl be ~xalted 

among the nations, I wi,ll be 
exalted in the earth." 

· Psalm 46:10 

6rowth In Jesus 
R.EFUGE IN GOD 

LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF RUTH 
Lesson Eight 

Things Becoi:ne Clearer (Ruth 2:17-23) 

Ruth goes home and tells Naomi about what has 
happened. Now, back in verse 1 we were let in 
on a secret that Ruth didn't yet know - that this 
rich Boaz, whose field she was working, and 
who showed her such kindness, was a close 
relative of Naomi's late husband Elimelech. 
Naomi herself knew who Boaz was, but had not 
realized that it was his field that Ruth had been 
gleaning in. Now that she knows this, she also 
realizes the importance of Boaz's identity as one 
of her family's "kinsmen-redeemers" . . Jewish law 
provided that a family had responsibility to 
remarry and/or otherwise provide for young 
widows, and to take responsibility for the 
property and households of men who had died. 
Each clan had a line of "kinsmen-redeemers" that 
had these responsibilities. As perceptive as 
Naomi was, there is little doubt that she realized 
at once the possibilities involved. But she did 
not yet explain all she knew and hoped to Ruth. 

Once again Naomi gives us an indication of her 
character. How· many persons in her posilion 
would have impatiently forged ahead trying to 
get Ruth and Boaz together before it was time? 
How many persons would have at least wanted 
to talk about it and show their cards at once? 
How many persons do this and then call their 
impatience "faith"? Instead, Naomi simply 
reinforces Ruth's decision to remain in Boaz's 
field, rather than move to other fields to glean (as 
most poor people would have done from time to 
time, for best results). Naomi is content for her 
to do just this until the harvest time is completely 
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over. She is content that if God has in mind the 
same goal she does; it will happen; if God has a 
different plan, it would not be wise for her to try 
to impose her own. · 

We see also the innocence and patience of Ruth. 
She is if) no hurry for new, exciting thi"ngs to 
happen to her; that's not why she left Moab. 
Many young persons (and not only the young!) 
in her position would crave for something to 
happen at once. Many humans would become 
impatient or bored with a simple existence goi'ng 
on for some time. But Ruth's searching was 
genuine; she did not choose a "new" God just to 
get excitement or blessings. Thus she was able 
to be appreciative for every small blessing and 
every I ittle step forward that she was given by 
God. Too many "believers" do not even notice 
the ways that God shows them gently, quietly, 
subtly, that he is at work. Even believers can 
become so insensate that they can see only_ the 
crudest forms of blessing, and thus God is never 
able to bring them the deepest, . most lasting 
blessings that require careful spiritual 
preparation. 

It is already becoming clear what will happen 
with Ruth. But for everything to work out to the 
full as God wishes, our characters are going to 
have to be patient for a while yet. And their 
patience and faithfulness in all important 
respects give us a fine example to follow. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
soup, tooth brushes, tooth paste, crackers, 

pancake mix, and syrup. 

Bridal Shower 
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend 
a bridal shower for Joy Yoakum on Saturday, 
June 8th at 2 p.m. in the church annex. Infor
mation about her gift registry will be available 
within the next couple of weeks. The hostesses 
are: Vicki Thomas, Jenny Coate, Linda Gar
ner, Robbie McVicker, Paula Robbins and 
Cheryl Muir. 

Tree Haven 
If you are interested in camping at Tree Haven 
Memorial Day weekend, See Mike or Leisha 
Evans to reserve a campsite. 

Spanish Translator Needed 
The Prison Ministry is in need of someone who 
can translate Spanish correspondence courses. 
See Betty Chappell if you can help. 

Graduates 
We are looking to honor our.high ·school and 
college graduates soon. If you already have or 
will graduate from college in 2002, please let 
Ray Thorne or Vicki Thomas know soon. If you 
want any graduation information in the bulle
tin, See Jack Evans. 

Calendar 

May 
19 Secrets Of The Vine-Session 4 
19 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
25-27 Tree Haven Encampment 
26 Worship At Tree Haven 
27 Memorial Day 

I 

June 
2 Summer Bible Classes Begin 
2 joint Worship At Northland 

With Gennessee 
5 SO's Plus Meeting 
8 Bridal Shower For Joy Yoakum 

2:00 p.m. In The Annex 
16 Fathers Day 
16 SO's Plus 11 Eat Out Sunday" 
19 SO's Plus Meeting 
30 Area Wide Worship 

Contributions 
Last Week $4458 I AvgYTD 

Russia $192 I Avg YTD 

Youth Min. $192 IAvgYTD 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thorne, Charlie Yates 

$5834 

$215 

$236 

Ser'Vices 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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How Was Jesus Body Broken? 
Partaking of the fruit of the vine in a communion service reminds us of 
the precious blood of Christ. Many hymns call attention to the blood. 
However, seldom are th~re references to the body of Jesus symbolized 
by the bread. By giving focus to the bread our celebration will be 
much more significant. 

Hebrews 10 tells us we have 11boldness to enter into the holiest by the 
blood of Jesus" (v.19). The next verse tells us how: "By a new and liv
ing way ... through the veil, that is to say, his flesh" (v.20). 

Wounded 
What was the function of the body in relation to the blood? How was 
it broken? Commentator Adam Clarke states; 11The breaking of the 
bread ... was designed by our Lord to shadow forth (symbolize) the 
wounding, piercing, and breaking of His body on the cross." Notice the 
breaking of Jesus' body did not mean His bones. In the Passover, the 
Old Testament prophetic picture of Calvary, not a bone of the 
sacrificial lamb was to be broken. John 19:31-33 explains why the 
soldiers did not break Jesus' legs, the usual custom with crucified 
victims to hasten death. They found Jesus was already dead. Unusual -
because victims of crucifixion often lingered for days. No one killed 
Jesus. After he had completed His work of redemption, He yielded His 
spirit to the Father. How then was Jesus' body broken if it was not His 
bones? By the wounds He sustained. They opened the veil o(His flesh 
so the blood could flow and provide access for us to the heavenly Holy 
of Holie.s, the presence of God. 

His body suffered terribl~ agony. 
Unbroken, but out of joint Though not one bone was broken, His body 
suffered terrible agony. The prophetic psalm, describing the crucifix
ion, states, "All my bones are out of joint" (Psalm 22:14). The Pulpit 
Commentary says, "The strain of the body suspended on the cross 
would all but dislocate the joints of the arms and would have been felt 
in every bone of the body." Likewise, Jesus' wounds broke the skin of 
His body from the head (the crown of thorns) to the feet (the nails 
which held Him to the cross), a complete work. 

Q . 
~ Next time you receive the Communion elements, as you reflect on the 

.. purifying, life-giving blood of God's Son and what it means to you, 
~ meditate also on Jesus' broken body. Think how the flesh was broken 
~ by the thorns, the nails, and the spear, so the crimson, cleansing stream 

:!;: could flow. Ralph W. Harris 



Ser11ing 6od 
HAVE YOU CLAIMED YOUR INHERITANCB 

God desires us to have full benefit of the peace which 
Jesus willed to us. As He said, "Peace I leave with 
you, my peace I give unto you" Uohn 14:27). 

Every Christian has been left a legacy of peace by our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but few have fully claimed their 
inheritance. This absence of peace is evident in the 
life of professing Christians when they harbor doubts, 
profess fears, admit lack, and show that they are 
worried or frustrated. 

The peace Jesus spoke of is like the peace that was 
depicted by one of two artists who were asked to 
draw their conception of Peace upon canvas. One 
drew a beautiful country scene showing a farmhouse, 
with ploughed fields, cattle grazing in the meadow, 
birds singing in the trees, and the farmer at work in 
the field. It was truly a peaceful scene. 

The other artist drew a picture of a majestic cliff. He 
· showed a storm raging .. . gnarled trees bending to the 

will of the wind ... lightning flashing across the sky. 
You could almost feel the electric charge in the 
atmosphere. Then the artist added a crevice in the 
cliff, arid showed two birds sitting side by side on a 
nest - at peace while the storm raged around them. 

The latter is a beautiful picture of a Christian living in 
a world where the storms of evil passions are raging -
a world that is threatened by nuclear holocaust; a 
world that since September 11, 2001, has been I iving 
in fear of terrorism. Yet we can have a peace within 
which the world can neither give nor understand .. . a 
peace that is our inheritance from Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

Meanwhile, we live in a troubled world that seeks 
peace but is unable to find it. It seems that the world 
is facing a war that cannot be fought, and searching 
for a peace that cannot be attained. 

Omar Bradley, a World War II general, said: 11We 
have grasped tile mystery of the atom and rejected the 
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Sermon on the Mount. Man is stumbling blindly 
through spiritual darkness, while toying with the 
precarious secrets of life and death. The world has 
achieved brilliance without wisdom, power without 
conscience." 

Paul, Jesus' disciple, decl.ared, "God hath not given us 
the spirit of fear, but of power, and of love, and of a 
sound mind" (2 Tim. 1 :7) . Therefore, we should 
never fear to.face the realities of life. 

Recently a woman who had won one of the big 
lotteries was asked what her winnings had done for 
her. She answered, "It has given me peace of mind" -
but such a peace is at best only temp<;>rary. The peace 
Jesus gives endures through both time and eternity. 
He said, "Not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you ... H Uohn 14:2 7). 

A man who had robbed more banks than any othe·r 
individual said he had to do it to support his drug 
habit. The drugs gave him a certain peace, but the 
peace was short-lived, and he was in bondage to the 
drugs. Paul said, "Where t,he spirit of the Lord is, 
there is liberty" (2 Cor. 3:17). Christians are never in 
bondage to any habit, because we have the Spirit of 
Christ, and are at peace. 

Henry Yan Dyke gives us this recipe for peace: "Be 
glad of life, because it give you a chance to love and 
to work and to play and to look up at the stars; be 
satisfied with your possession, but not contented with 
yourself until you have made the best of them; think 
seldom of your enemies, often of your friends, and 
every day of Christ." 

Jesus came to reconcile God and man by bridging the 
gap between them. "Cod was in Christ, reconciling 
the world unto himself. .. " (2 Cor. 5:19). 

Jesus, who Himself came not to be served but to 
serve, taught that if we want to find real peace we 
need to become involved in life. "He that findeth his 
life shall lose it; and he thal loseth his life for my sake 
shall find it" (Matt. 10:39). Let us claim our 
inheritance· of peace of m.ind as Jesus wants us to; in 
the way He wants us to. 

Carl V. Jones 

61·owth In Jesus 

REFUGE IN GOD 
LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF RUTH 

Lesson Nine 
Romance in the Bible? (Ruth 3:1-10) 

Now it is Naomi who takes the initiative. She 
has patiently thought. over the situation, and now 
encourages · Ruth to arrange a personal meeting 
with Boaz. Again Naomi shows a clear head; 
~he has thought about the best.way to get Boaz's 
attention in an appropriate way and is even able 
to predict how he will act in an unusual 
situation. Naomi instructs Ruth how to make 
herself most attractive and then how to best 
arrange the meeting with Boaz. Boaz is very 
pleased with her attentions and obviously wants 
to marry her. 

This is a unique episode in the Bible! We rarely 
see such a detailed account of a romantic 
meeting in the Scriptures. And it is fascinating to 
realize the deliberate nature of Naomi's plan. 

- But the story is recorded in detail for some 
important reasons. It shows us again what these 
individuals are like and it is also leading up to 
the way that God will pull everything together. 
And we see that the happiness of faithful, patient 
believers is important to God. 

People in the church have a lot of bizarre ideas 
and unnecessary misunderstandings about love 
and romance. We overreact to the things we see 
pagans doing, and go to our own extremes. 
Many in the church act as if the whole idea of 
male-female relationships came from the devil. 
On the other hand, many believers have the 
same idolatry of relationships with the opposite 
sex as do pagans, who always think that "finding 
the right one" will somehow magically transform 
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their entire lives and solve all of their problems, 
when in reality many of their problems have 
nothi'ng to do with not having a mate. 

There are two things you need to know to- put 
love and marriage into perspective: God 
invented these things, and God requires that we 
pursue them in his vvay if we .want them to bring 
us joy. Ruth and Boaz have none of the silly, 
unnecessary deprecation of themselves (or of 
their chance to love each other) with which so 
many waste _their time. When God gives you a 
blessing, any blessing, just appreciate !t, don't 
analyze it or belittle it. It is healthy to have the 
sense of innocent joy that Ruth and Boaz have 
here. 

Such special blessings must also be done God's 
way, It is notable that Boaz praises Ruth (v.10) 
for seeking out a man with spiritual qualities 
rather than looking for the wrong things. And it 
is clear that, while romantic, their interaction 
here is entirely pure in God's eyes. Even in their 
day, there was the same rampant immorality and 
impatience in sexual matters that we see. .But 
they did not use this as an excuse, and simply 
conducted themselves the way . God wished. 
They didn't think that by acting in a more 
restrained way that they were "missing out" on 
something. When we do things God's way, the 
results will be fulfilling. When we do things the 
world's way, we have only ourselves to blame , 
when things go wrong. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
Please do not bring any more egg cartons! 

Special thanks to COCS, you have done a great 
job bringing things we really need. 
We can still use: soup, coffee (small instant), 
pancake mix and syrup, toilet paper. 

Graduation Open House 
There will be a "Graduation Open House" for 
Emily Arnold on Saturday June 8th from 4:00-
7:00 p.m. at the Arnolds home, 1791 Tucker 
Trail. Map posted on bulletin board. 

Graduation Open House 
You're invited to Jeffrey Tibbs ''Graduation ' 
Open House" Sunday June 9th at 2:30 p.m. at 
the Tibbs home, 1776 Nason Ave. Map posted 
on the bulletin board. 

Deacons Meeting 
There will be a Deacons meeting next Sunday, 

I 

June 2nd at 8:00 a.m. 

Please Note 
Our goal on this page is to give you the infor
mation you need to take fu 11 advantage 'Of the 
resources at Northland. To do thi·s we need 
your help! Please give information on activities 
to Jack Evans or Mark Garner at least two 
weeks (if possible) before the activity is to oc
cur. Do not assume that we will get the infor
mation just because the Elders or evangelists 
know about your activity. 

Calendar 

May 
26 Worship At Tre~ Haven 6:00 
2 7 Memorial Day 

2 
2 
2 

5 
8 

June 
Deacons Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
Summer Bible Classes Begin 
Joint Worship At Northland 
With Gennessee 
50's Plus Meeting 
Bridal Shower For Joy Yoakum 
2:00 p.m. In The Annex 

15 
16 
16 

Men's Breakfast 8:00 In The Annex 
Fathers Day 

19 
30 

50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Area Wide WorshiQ 

Joint Worship 
Remember to bring a snack or dessert to share 
in the Annex after the joint worship next Sun
day evening. Sign up sheets are posted in the 
foyer. See will Bickley or Lynn Champney for 
further details. 

Recovering 
Frank Chappell had surgery last Tuesday. Please 
keep him in your prayers. 

Contributions 
Last Week $7260 I Avg YTD $5902 

Russia $3428 I Avg YTD $368 

Youth Min. $257 I Avg YTD $237 

. Services 
Sunday Blble Swdy 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Ripes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
' Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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I Refuse 

I refuse to be discouraged, To be sad, or to cry; 

I refuse to be downhearted, and here's the reason why: 

I have a God who's mighty, Who's sovereign ar:id supreme; 

I have a God who loves me, and by grace I'm on His team . 

He is all-wise' and powerful. Jesus is His name; 

Though everything. is changeable, My God remains the· same. 

My God knows all that's happening; Beginning to the end; 

is presence is my comfort; He is my dearest Friend. 

When sickness comes to weaken me, To bring my head down low, 

I call upon my mighty God; Into His arms I go. 

When circumstances threaten to rob me of my peace; 

He draws me close unto His breast, Where all my strivings cease. 

When-my heart melts within me, and weakness takes control; 

He gathers me into His arms, He soothes my heart and soul. 

~ . The great "I AM" is with me. My life is in His hand. 
.Q 

e 
~ 

... ,... ,... 
Q) 

~ 
~ 

· The "Son of the Lord" is my hope .. It's in His strength I stand. 

I refuse to be defeated. My eyes are on my God; 

He has promised to be with me, Guards me with His staff and rod. 

I'm looking past all my circumstances, To Heaven's throne ab0ve; 

My prayers have reached the heart of God I'm resting in His love. 

I give God thanks in everything. My eyes are on His face; 

The battle's His, the victory mine; He'll help me win the race . 

~ . I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me!!! 

~ 
cc"" 
C'-1 
:::.... 
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Selected, via Lake Charles, Louisiana 
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Serving6od 

Reflections on 9/11 
Part One 

"Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really 
served to advance the gospel." Philippians 1: 12 

I'll never forget that day. I was getting ready to run some errands when my sister called. 
"Are you watching the news," she asked. 
"No. " 
"A plane just crashed into the World Trade Center." 

I'll admit I was na"lve. Just a single engine Cessna, I thought. Certainly an accident. But the 
first thing I saw when I flipped on the TV was smoke pouring from both buildings. I barely had 
time to digest that image when they replayed the footage of the second plane hitting Tower Two. 
For a few seconds I desperately thought that these planes were empty. But my brair finally caught 

• up with itself and all I could think about was the people. 
We all have similar stories. Where we were, what we were doing, what we felt. And we 

all turned to God and asked that one burning question: Why? 
It's hard to imagine that anything good could possibly come from the events of that 

horrific day. We lost so much. Our fellow citizens, our sense of security, our American 
innocence. But one thing is certain. God can make good come from even the most overwhelming 
evi I. 11 

••• what has happened ... has really served to advance the gospel." 
Paul, at the time, was speaking of his imprisonment but his point holds true especially now. 9/11, 
as bad as it was, has really served to advance the gospel. 

How many people stood in a church that evening for the first time in years or for the first · 
time at all? Who would have ever imagined Congress standing on the steps of the Capital singing 
'Cod Bless America'? How many divorces were put off? How many people took a hard look at 
their lives and realized they needed to 'clean house'? And as a result, how many people turned td 
God not just to ask why but to find out who He is? 

''Now I want you to know, brothers, that 
what ha$ happened t.o me h-as reaHy served 

to advance the g9spel." 
Philippians 1: 12 

2 · 
~----

-Jennifer Cvelbar 

Growth In Jesus 

REFUGE IN GOD 
LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF RUTH 

Lesson Ten 
P~tience and Determination (Ruth 3:11-4:10) 

Now that Ruth and Boaz desire to marry each 
other, consideration must be given to the proper 
course of action. Boaz is aware of the specific 
requi,rements that God's law made for the 
widow of a Jew. Though Boaz would like to 
marry Ruth immediately, he knows that he does 
not have first claim. He must first follow God's 
law in requesting another, closer relative to the 
dead Mahlon if he wanted to put in a claim to 
Ruth and to Mahlon's physical estate. Ruth, a 
foreigner, probably understood none of the legal 
issues involved, but patiently permits Boaz to do 
what he must. Naomi encourages her with the 
knowledge that Boaz obviously loves her and 
will see that the matter is resolved quickly one 
way or another. 

Again, we have good examples of handling a 
situation in which the individuals obviously had 
strong desires that things work out the way they 
wished. But none are impatient, none follow 
their -own wills; they all allow God to have his 
way. Many men· in . Boaz's shoes would 
convince themselves that "God must want what 
will make me happy" and would ignore the way 
God wanted them to act. And many women in 
Ruth's position would have been impatient with 
Boaz, thinking "if he really loved me he 

Many believers only trust God with their words, 
not their attitudes. Many approach a potential 
marriage relationship· with the attitude that they 
have selected the one who will make them, 
happy, and they desperately hope that God will 
agree with them! Instead you should be asking 
God if you have chosen correctly, and of he says 
"no" you should be grateful, not resentful. 

' 
Beca,use Boaz and Ruth do as God requests and 
allow him the chance to say "no", they can. be 

1 
confident that, .now that they are to ,be mar,ried, . 
they did the right thing and that their marriage 
will be based on · a firm foundation. Note that 
the fact that they obeyed did not guaranty that 
God would say "yes"! Many people only do 
things God's way because they think that God is 
then obligated- to give them what they want. 
This is a most unhealthy wa,y of serving God. 
You must do things God's way to allow God the 
chance to tell you if you are on the right track or 
not. Never assume that what you want is right 
and that the question is just to get God to go 

. along with it. Always assume that God's way is 
best and that it is your jpb to give God every 
chance of showing you something better than 
what you have in mind. 

In this case, what Boaz and Ruth wanted was 
also what God wanted. So they can now move 
ahead with every confidence that they are 
obeying God's plans. If God had sho~n them 
differently, they would equally have accepted it 
and would have continued to serve him 
wholeheartedly. 

wooldn't1::onsider-irsoimnortant ·to-do-it-God'· --- - M= :-w--r-. - - -,,.. J - arK . \.Jamer 
way and risk our happiness". It is a great test, 
when we have a strong love for another human, 
to find out whether our love for God is still 
stronger. 

3 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
We can still use: soup, coffee (small instant), 
pancake mix and syrup, toilet paper. 

Graduation Open House 
There will be a "Graduation Open House" for 
Emily Arnold on Saturday June 8th from 4:00-
7:00 p.m. at the Arnolds home, 1791' Tucker 
Trail. Map posted on bulletin board. 

Graduation Open House 
You're invited to Jeffrey Tibbs "Graduation 
Open House" Sunday June 9th at 2:30 p.m. at 
the Tibbs home, 1776 Nason Ave. Map posted 
on the bulletin board. 

Graduation Open House 
You're invited to Bobby Graham's "Graduation 
Open House" Saturday June 8th from 12 p.m.-
6 p.m. at Bobby's home, 668 Thistle Ave. 
Gahanna. Map' posted on the bulletin board. 

Joint Worship 
Don't forget to bring finger food snacks and/or 
a dessert for fellowship in the annex following 
the joint evening service with the Genessee 
congregation this Sunday, June 2. If you would 
like to assist in decorating the annex for the fel
lowship, please see Delois Yates. Also, see 
~ill Bickley to volunteer for the setup/cleanup 
crew. 

Calendar 

' June 
2 Summer Bible Classes Begin 
2 Joi.nt Worship At Northland 

With Gennessee 
5 50's Plus Meeting 
8 Bridal Shower FOr Joy Yoakum 

2:00 p.m. In The Annex 
9 Honor Graduates 
15 Men's Breakfast 8:00 In The Annex 
16 Fathers Day 
16 50's Plus "Eat O~t Sunday" 
19 50's Plus Meeting 
30 Area Wide Worship 

Please Note 
Don't miss the back of this months calendar, 
there is valuable information there. 

Cohtributions 
Last Week $4470 I Avg YTD $5837 

Russia $264 I Avg YTD $363 

Youth Min. $272 I Avg YTD $238 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.'com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Using What God Has Given Us 
A band director was having a lot of trouble with one of his drum
mers. He talked and talked and talked with the drummer, but 
performance didn't improve. 

Finally, in front of the whole orchestra, he said, "When a musi
cian just can't handle his instrument and doesn't improve when 
given help, they take away the instrument, give him two sticks, 
and make him a drummer." 

A whisper-was heard from the percussion section: "And if he 
can't handle even that, they take away one of his sticks and make 

im a conductor." · ' 

It is a biblical principle that if we are unable to handle the re
sponsibility that God has given us, it can be taken away. Jesus 
told a parable in Matthew 25 about three servants who were 
given money by their master and were told to make use of it 
while their master was gone. When he returned, two of them 
had used their "talents" and one had 'not. Jesus concluded the 

"' parable by saying: 

"' a 

1 
... 

"For to everyone who has, more will.be given, and he will have 
abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has 
will be taken away." (Matt. 25:29) 

""" """ I need a constant reminder that all that I have has been given to 
E me by God to use for His glory. It is an exciting thought to real
.:! ize that as I use what God has given me, He wil I bless me with 
~ even more oppo'rtun ities for service. On the other hand, it is a 

"' 

sobering thought to realize that if I fail to make use of what I have 
been given, I may lose it. 

g So what are you doing with what God has given you? 

"' 
"'"" Q) 
s:: 
:::i ..., 

Alan Smith 
(Boone, NC) 



SerJ1ing 6od 

· , Reflections on 9/11 
Part Two 

"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. /1 

John 14: 1 

I often pray as Doug; my husband, goes off to work each morning. I pray that, 
God-willing, he comes home that evening. In essence, I give his life up to God. It wasn;t 
always that way. I used to be downright anxious about him going to work. As slim as the 
chances were, I was afraid he would get into an accident or get car-jacked and never 
come home. I would beg God to let him come home each night and I would imagine the 
worst if he was late and hadn't called. Children of divorce, which I am one of, have a 
tendency to fear that the ones they love the most won't come ,home. On September 12, 
2001, that old, gnawing fear crept into the edge of my mind. Of course it didn't help that, 
at the time, he worked in the AEP building downtown. On the 13th floor. 

"Do you have to go to work this morning," I asked him. 
"Yes," he said. "I do." 
I guess it was natural. The day before I had watched as countless wives realized 

my old worst fear. Their husbands weren't coming home. Ever. But as I w~tched my own 
husband leave that morning, I remembered I had fo trust God. More than I had before 
and not just to bring him home that night. I had to trust God even if He didn't bring Doug 
home safely. When Christ said "IJo not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust 
also in me.", He didn't mean tht;it He would bring your loved one through the operation 
or He'll get you the job you've been wanting or He'll bring your loved one home safe to 
you every night. He wants us to trust Him even if those things don't happen. He wants us 
to know that despite the evil in the world He's there to comfort us in our sorrow and to 
guide us through our darkest fears. 

- Jennifer Cvelbar 

"Do not let your. hea~~:h~ troubled . . 
Trust in God; trust als.o in me." 

John J4:1 
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6rowth In Jesus 

REFUGE IN GOD 
LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF RUTH 

Lesson Eleven 
Hopes Fulfilled - Ruth 4:11-16 

So at last Ruth and Boaz marry, to the joy of all 
who know them. They both are able to 
experience the joy of having a partner who is 
fully committed to God and his plans, and they 
stand out to those around them as a fine 
example to follow. They have great hopes for 
the future of their family. And Naomi is also 
able to share in their joy (v.16-17) that she did so 
much to help God bring about. The picture is 
now complete for the characters we have been 
studying. Some overall lessons frol'T,I our study 
so far: 

(i) Faith is essential to receiving and experiencing 
God's blessings. Naomi, Ruth and Boaz are 
exceptional examples of humans who tried to 
see God's hand in all that happened. At all 
times they understood that God's will should 
and must 'me done, and that their only real 
choice was to do things his way. Whether things 
went well on the surface or not, they committed 
their actions to hirn. This meant two things. 
When things went badly for them, or when what 
happened was not what they wanted, they · 
always ha.d hope for the future and an 
understanding that God was still in control. And 
when God blessed them, they fully appreciated 
it. Those who do not have faith will be the most 
discouraged when things go wrong, and they 
will not enjoy (and will often not even notice) 
God's blessings. ' 

'(ii) God is a refuge for those who struggle and 
search. ~is refuge will be what we most need 

·when we need time to heal, time to understand, 
or simply need to wait for God to show us what 
comes next. The refuge that Ruth took in God, 
having so11ght him 011t P.VP.n tho11gh· she was 
broughl up to foHow false gods; enabled her to 

· endure hardship, to develop a faithful friendship 
, with Naomi, and enabled her to show 
outstanding patience while God was working 
things out for her future. Ruth had a genuine 
faith in God in all respects, and her example is 
worth carefu I study by those who need to 
develop more inner .peace and trust in God. 

3 

(iii) The characters in this story saw the principles 
God taught as being directly related to their lives 
and actions. They did not make the artifo:ial,. 
senseless distinction between life and doctrine 
that many mentally lazy Christians do. They 
understood that when God taught anything, it 
had a meaning for them personally. They 
understood that knowing God's own character 
and nature would teach them how to live. They 
knew that God never teaches or says anything 
that isn't important and worth , knowing. The 
events we have studied are all carefully 
connected with things that the characters knew 
about God that helped them to live as he 
wished. 

Now despite all this, we aren't done with our 
study. There is another side to all that has been 
happening that we have. not yet overtly 
di'Scussed. We shall next hear the rest of the 
story. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family lnfo1·mation 

Food Pantry 
We can still use: soup, coffee (small instant), 

pancake mix and syrup, saltine crackers. 

Graduation Open House 
You're invited to Jeffrey Tibbs "Graduation 
Open House" today at 2:30 p.m. at the Tibbs 
home, 1 776 Nason Ave. Map posted on the 
bulletin board. 

Help Needed 
We are in need of a man (19 or older) to work 
with the teens during the summer in the Park 
series as a co-teacher/discussion group leader. 
Please see Lloyd Snyder if you can help in this 
ministry for the summer. 

We are also in need of 1 or 2 men who would 
like to be mentors on Wednesday eyening. 
Please see Charlie Yates if you can serve in this 
ministry. 

' 
Words To Ponder 

" .. the providence of God may not be wh.at we 
expect, but we can count on the grace of God 

-George W. Bush 
The biggest fact about Joseph's tomb was that it 
wasn't a tomb at all-it was a room for a tran
sient. Jesus just stopped there a night or two on 
his way back to glory. 

Herbert Booth Smith 

9 
15 
16 
16 
16-22 
19 
30 

3 
4 
17 
20 
21 

Calendar 

June 
Honor Graduates 
Men's Breakfast 8:00 In The Annex 
Fathers Day 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
NWOCYC 
50's Plus Meeting 
Area Wide Worship 

July 
50's Plus Meeting 
lndepende-nce Day 
SO's Plus Meeting 
Men's Breakfast 8:00 In The Annex 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 

Be Still And Know ... 
In a local church in Newcastle, Kentucky, a young 
mother was having an extremely difficult time trying 
to keep her small, but very fid~ety son tp sit still and 
be quit in the pew. Treats didn't work, toys.didn't 
phase him, threats seem to go right over his head. 
People were starting to stare with raised eyebrows 
and she began to get very anxious. About halfway 
through the sermon she leaned down in quit des
peration and whispered, "If you don't be quiet, the 
minister is going to loose his place and will have to 
start his sermon all over again!" It worked! -Selected 

Contributions 
Last Week ' $6474 I Avg YTD $5864 

Russia $215 AvgYTD $357 

Youth Min. $272 AvgYTD $240 

Setvices 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt · 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 4 7 5-0161 
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Blood Provides ... 
BLOOD PROVIDES THE ONLY ATONEMENT 

"Without the shedding of blood there is no remission" (Heb. 9:22). 

This is the voice of unalterable truth. In none of the Jewish ceremonies 
were sins, even typically, removed without blood-shed. In no case, 
can sin be pardoned without atonement. 

It is clear, then, that there is ncfh(')pe for me out of Christ; for there is 
no other blood which ·is worth a thought as an ato'ilemeilt for· sin: Am 
I, then, believing in Him? Is the blood of His atonement truly applied 
to my soul? All men are on the same level as to their need of Him. If 

e be ever so moral, generous, amiable, or patriotic, the rule will not 
be altered to make an exception for us. Sin will yield to nothing less 
potent than the blood of Him whom God has set forth as a propitiation. 
What a blessing that there is the one way of pardon! Why should we 
seek another? 

Persons of merely formal religion cannot understand how we can re
joice that all our sins are forgiven us for Christ's sake. Their works, and 
prayers, and ceremonies, give them very poor comfort; and well may 

~ they be uneasy, for they are neglecting the one great salvation, and en
.._ deavoring to get remission Without blood. My soul, sit down and be
~ hold the justice of God as bound to punish sin; see that punishment 
E fully executed upon your Lord Jesus, and fall down in humble joy, and 
~ kiss the dear feet of Him whose blood has made atonement for your. 
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It is in vain, when conscience. is aroused, to fly to feelings and evi
dences for comfort: this is a habit we learned fn the.Egypt of our legal 
bondage. The only restorative for a guilty conscience is a sight of Jesus 
suffering on the cross. "The blood is the life thereof," says the Levitical 
law, and let us rest assured that it is the life of faith and' joy and every 
other holy grace. 

110h! how sweet tq view the flowing 
Of my Savior's precious blood; 
With divine as~urance knowing 

He has made my peace with Cod." 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon 



Se1·11ing God 

Reflections on 9/11 
Part Three 

, "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 
But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you ... " 

Matthew 5:43-44 

I was reading the 9/11 special edition of Time magazine and when I read th.e editorial 
at the end - well, part of me was incredulous and part of me realized it was just the \Nay of 
the world. It was written by a gentleman named Lance Morrow. In it he writes "America . 
needs to relearn ... why human nature equipped us all with a weapon ... called hatred." 

Hatred; I found his call to arms ironic. Osma bin Laden and his al Qaeda and Taliban 
buddies hate us. So they attack us on 9/11. We in turn start hating them. We attack them. 

Growth In Jestis 

REFUGE IN GOD 
LES.S.ONS FROM THE BOOK OF RUTH 

Lesson Twelve 
The Rest of the Story (Ruth 4:17-22) 

While God was actively leading Naomi, Ruth 
and Boaz through the struggles and decisions in 
their lives, he was simultaneously working in a 
much broader way to fulfill a part of his eternal 
plan. The things we have studied in Ruth are not 
only helpful as examples of faithful living, they 
have a direct meaning to all of us who through 
Jesus have accepted and joined ourselves to 
God's eterna! plan. 

They hate us more. They attack again. Vicious Httle circle isn't it? . . . 
Now don't get me wrong. I'm not advocating pulling out of the war on terror or fc;>ur- You will recall that Naomi and Elim~lech were 

star accommodations for our 'guests' down in Cuba. Indeed, to pul I out now would be like frhom. the ar~a neahrl Bhethlehhem,hand 1.19
1
tellds. us 

· · I d h · b t at 1t was in Bet e em t at t e events ea mg putting out a welcome mat that reads 'Terrorists We come Here!'. An t ose in Cu a are h d , . d N · 
· h h d f h · ·1 B · · b h ' d · h Id t b to Rut an Boaz s marriage occurre . ow, at 

unimportant to someone, that says more about 
that person's ability to understand the Bible than 
it does about the Bible's contents. Here we are 
reminded that Ruth and Naomi were real 
persons, and the struggles they faced were real , 
things that humans dealt with and God helped 
them with. All the genealogies in the Bible are 
to remind and prove to us that the characters in 
the 1 Bible are flesh and blood, creations of the 
living God's handiwork rather than creations of 
some fiction writer's imagination. 

(ii) Ruth, a foreigner brought up. to worship false 
gods, was grafted into the family tree of the 
living God's only begotten so"n. This shows us ---
that God's plan was always meant to encompass 
all who wish to know him. God · saw Ruth's 
sincere wish to serve him and enabled her to do 
so. God knows that our nation, race, and family 
say little about whether we will genuinely seek 
him, so he took steps long ago to open his door 
to al I who knock. 

getting w at t ey eserve or t e1r ev1 . ut our mot1vat1on e in our actions s ou no e h d f h b k h . .f. f 
. · . . t e en o t e oo 1 we see t e s1gni 1cance o 

hate or revenge. Like the good and perfect parent that He 1s, God had a reason behind th" 
1 

th t R th' h · b · g (1··11·) Showing us a personal .portrait of Ruth as one - . 1s as we earn a u s son, w o 1s em 
Matt~ew 5: 43-44. A.good r~ason. He knows that hate and revenge are be.st left t~ H1~ cradled in Naomi's lap as th~ book clo~es, is the of Jesus' hur 11a11 a11cestors is rn 1e of 111a11y th11es 

, T~~y re we~pons which ~e in our flawed hum~n souls cannot pro~erly wield. It 1s akin to grandfather of the future king David. And thus in the Bible that God emphasizes that Jesus 
giving a child an automatic weapon - and that 1s a whole other series. = Ruth has become ultimately a human ancestor of himself became a real flesh and blood man. As 

Instead Christ tells us, "Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute Y?U ... " Jesus Christ. She is even one of the few women Jesus emphasized constantly by calling himself 
It seems like such an easy thing to say doesn't it? Harder to actually follow through with. mentioned by name in Matthew's genealogy of "The Son of Man", it is vital that we believe and 
Even now it's hard to imagine praying for those responsible for the events on 9/11. But Jesus' human ancestry. understand that Jesus lived physically as ,one of 
eventually, we must. If we don't will Satan gain a foothold in our lives (Eph. 4:27) and before us, with all the temptations, inconveniences, and 
we realize it we'll end up in a pit of hate far from our loving Father. And one burning As we now c~nclude our study of Ruth, here are risks that it involved. 
question remains. If we hate them because they hate us does that make us better than them · just some of the reasons why this new disclosure 
or the same as them? is significant: 

"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I tell you: 
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you ... " 

I 

-Jennifer Cvelbar 

2 

(i) The very keeping of the genealogies in the 
Bible is to emphasize to us that the characters 
we read about are real humans who actually 
lived. As with everything in the Bible, even the 
genealogies in Chronicles are important. If there 

· is anything in the Bible that seems boring or 

3 

- Mark W. Gamer 

"Salmon the father of Boaz, whose 
mother was Rahab, Boaz the father 
of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, 
Obed the father· pf Jesse, and Jesse 

........................... Jk .. ~. ['!..~l?..~ -(JfKing Davl&~ " , 
Matthew 1:5-6a 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
We can stHI use: soup, coffee (small instant), 

pancake mix and syrup; saltine crackers. 

Help Needed 
We are in need of a man (19 or older) to work 
with the teens during the summer in the Park 
series as a co-teacher/discussion group leader. 
Please see Lloyd Snyder if you can help in this 
ministry for the summer. 
We are also in need of 1 or 2 men who would 
like to be mentors on Wednesday evening. 
Please see Charlie Yates if you can serve in this 
ministry. 

Graduation Open House 
You are invited to Dustin Bates graduation 
open house on June 23rd at 2:30 p.m. A map 
is posted on the bulletin board. 

Teens 
Due to camp beginning next Sunday, there will 
be no teen classes next Sunday evening. 
Special thanks to Mary Ellen Gale for donating 
several plastic lawn chairs to the Teen Group. 
Thanks to another anonymous donor of lawn 
cha.irs also. 

You Are Invited · 
Joy Yoakum and Kerry Brown invite you to join 
in the celebration of their union on Saturday, 
July 13th at 1 :30 p.m. at the Spring Road 
Church of Christ. If you plan to attend the re
ception, please sign the list on the bulletin 
board in the foyer. 

lrrllilll.; Calendar 

16 
16 
16-22 
19 
30 
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June 
Fathers Day 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
NWOCYC 
50's Plus Meeting 
Area Wide Worship 

July 
50's Plus Meeting 
Independence Day 
50'5 Plus Meeting 

4 
17 
20 
21' 

Men's Breakfast 8:00 In The Annex 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 

Teens 
The students who have just finished the 5th 
grade are invited to join the Youth group activi
ties' and classes. Please see Charlie Yates or 
Vicki Thomas if you have any questions. Those 
who have finished 8th grade are invited to join 
the High School class. The high school gradu
ates are invited to stay with us throughout the 
summer. 

Contributions 
Last Week $4995 I Avg YTD $5828 

Russia $179 I Avg YTD $350 

Youth Min. $239 I Avg YTD $240 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evenlng 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7·:00 ptn· 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawience, • John Lindsay, JackMauersberg, .Beryl MoMasters, Mark Morris 
Eva11gelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Dad's Deliver ... 
DADS DELIVER MESSAGES ALL THE TIME 

Happy Father's Day to all the dads and granddads out· there! You hold special 
honor and duty to your children and grandchildren. God has called you to 
love and care for them. ' 

Here are some reminders of dad's role: 
Fathers are always. center stage. You never know when a test might present 
itself, so it is important that you live up to the standards you want your off
spring (kids and grandkids) to follow. You can't afford to cheat on your in
come tax, lie to your wife or boss, or be rude with a salesperson, because that 
type of behavior sends the message that dad doesn't practice what he 
preaches. 
You can't live by a double standard. You can't be one way when the kids are 
around and another way when th'ey aren't. Your inconsistencies are sure to 

leed through. Decide to make right judgments using the Ten Command-
ents as a yardstick (see Exodus 20). To be a Christian father is a call to excel

lence. Don't settle for anything less. 
Center your life on Jesus Christ. Your problems won't go away (although 
many will), but you will have a Companion during those troublesome times. 
Children, from toddler age on, are constantly watching dad. Children are ob- · 
serving how you manager your temper, repay rudeness with kindness, share 
household tasks, and handle emergencies. Those values and good habits will 
be molded into the moist clay of their characters. 
Make memories. Every day you spend with your children is a time to pass on 
wisdom, experience the joys of fellowship, and to make memories. Milke sure 
that some of those memories reflect your reliance on God, your love of Scrip
ture, and your passion for prayer . 
Your lifestyle is the lesson. Your relationship with your wife is probably the 
most important area: in which to let the kids see an example you want them to 
follow. Even if you are divorced, the way you treat their mother is a valuable 
lesson for their future relationships. Do you display respect, kindness, and 

~.. communication? Is yo,ur home warm, loving, interesting, and fun? Along with 
Q) your wife, pick an area of service for your family, matching it to your time and 
E talents. Let your kids see mom and dad helping others. Better yet, let your .= children, in their own small way, enter into the process. 
~ Acknowledge your mistakes. It's inevitable that you will make mistakes, hurt

ing feelings without meaning to do so, have misunderstandings, and have 
promises you've failed or been unable to keep. If you've goofed, admit it sin
cerely and ask forgiveness. 

"" Q 
Q 

"" 
Repair any damage. Offset hurts before they can take root and do harm: 1.ove 
notes and dates with dad can make a child feel special. Real communication 

.. takes time so reserve bloc.ks of time without distraction when you can talk 
~ with your child. 
Q) Don't take chances. Where your loved ones are concerned, be certain that 
§ they understand .how important and loved they are - even when discipline is 
-, necessary. John K. Ream from "Velvet & Steel" 
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Reflections on 9/11 
Part Four 

"Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his ,life for his friends ." 
John 15:13 

John 15: 13 rang in my head for days after 9/11. So many people went to 
work or got on a plane never expecting that they would personify this verse. My head is 
filled witli the names of people that prior to 9/11 I didn't know from .Adam. What wa·s it 
that propel led these people to do what they did? Love. 

It was love that drove firefighters up the stairs of the Twin Towers trying to rescue 
people and dying in the attempt. It was love that kept a man by his quadra paraplegic 1 

friend's side in one of the towers when he could have escaped. It was love that sent a 
man about to retire from the FDNY to the World Trade Center and die trying to help. It 
was love that sent Flight 93 into the Pennsylvania countryside instead of who knows 
where in Washington D.C. 

" ... God is love." (1 John 4: 16) Questions of faith or salvation aside, every person 
who died on that day saving or trying to ~ave someone else shone with God's love. In 
their selfless acts of courage and heroism it was proven that God exists. Because that kind 
of love doesn't come from the human soul but from the Almighty Being who made us. It 
has been said that 9/11 displayed the best of the human spirit but ,1 think it also displayed 
how God can work in us without us even realizing it. 

"Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends." 

"Greater !CYVe has no one than this, that he lay 
down his life for his friends." 

John 15:13 

2 

-Jennifer Cvelbar 

6rowth In Jesus 

MY EYES HAVE SEEN THE KING 
A Study of Isaiah, Chapter Six 

Week One: "I Saw the Lord" (Isaiah 6:1) 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord 
seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the 
train of his robe filled the temple. (Isaiah 6: 1) 

The sixth chapter of Isaiah is most commonly 
known for Isaiah's eager response to God's search 
tar a messenger, 'W'lien "'lsaTall says- 0rrere am"'l 
Send me!" . While Isaiah's attitude is very 
encouraging, and is well worthy of emulation, it 

I 

would be a mistake to see this chapter as being 
only, or .even primarily, about Isaiah and his zeal. 
Rather, Isaiah is telling us about God, and what it 
feels like to be in God's presence. Isaiah's 
ministry was not about an especially righteous 
and zealous prophet, but about a God so awe
inspiring, s'o majestically powerful, and so 
profoundly wise that he changes the life of 
everyone who comes into his presence. It was 
Gue.J 's qualities, 11ul Isaiah's uw11 4ualilie~, l11dl 
were behind . Isaiah's response when God called 
him, and indeed behind ~Isaiah's . lonf', and 
influential prophetic ministry. 

In the previous five chapters, before this account 
of how he saw God on his throne, Isaiah has laid 
out the basics of his message: an urgent call for 
God's people to stop being so caught up in things 
of this world, to stop wasting time on meaningless 
religious ritual, and to turn back to God himself. 
Thus, his account in chapter six is meant to give 
greater weight to what he· is saying, both to show 
that he has genuine authority for his message, and 
also to prove that he himself does the difference 
between knowing God and merely practicing 
outward religion. 

3 

Isaiah tells us that his vision came in the year that 
King Uzziah died. Uzziah (or Azariah, as he is 
called in 2 Kings) was in most respects a good 
king, personally faithful to God, who reigned over 
Judah (the Southern Kingdom) at a time of peace 
and prosperity. But Uzziah was far from perfect. 
He tolerated the notorious high places that 
undermined the faith of .so many, and later in his 
reign he arrogantly entered the temple to offer 
incense, which he was not authorized to do, and 
when he responded pridefully to the priests' 
correction, God struck him with leprosy. In many 
respects, Uzziah symbolized his nation as a 
wh0le: , outwar<!llyrtl'lin-g!!~,fooked=ge0drbut=this =--=
covered u'p some ·serious internal weaknesses. 
Things would continue to deteriorate under 
Uzziah's son Jotham, who took over the 
administration of the - kingdom - when- Uzziah-
became ill, and later reigneu by himself. Then, 
under Uzziah's grandson King Ahaz, the nation 
degenerated into rampant sin and idolatry, and 
was also beset with foreign intimidation and 
invasions. It is thus no coincidence that Isaiah 
stresses the importance of God's presence, since 
ignoring it was one of the critical reasons for 
ludah's problems. Isaiah knew that it was crucial 
for God's pedple to stop focusing on the seen, 
and start looking at the unseen. 

Isaiah then begins his description of what it was 
like .to be in God's presence. It was a challenge 
for Isaiah to survive, much less describe, the 
overpowering image of the living God. Isaiah 
wants us to · get a feel for the majesty, power, 
righteousness and wisdom that God's presence 
exuded. Though no merely physical image can 
completely describe the living God, who is 
outside of our physical universe, Isaiah uses some 
corporeal images, in the hopes that they will 
convey a sense of the awe, 

1 
corwiction, and 

wonder that he felt. God's presence changed 
Isaiah's life, and it will change ours too, if we 
allow it to. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
We can still use: soup, coffee (small instant), 

pancake mix and syrup, saltine crackers. 

Graduation Open House 
You are invited to Dustin Bates graduation 
open house on June 23'rd at 2:30 p'.m. A map 
is posted on the bulletin board. 

You Are Invited 
Joy Yoakum and Kerry Brown invite you to join 
in the celebration of their union on Saturday, 
July 13th at 1 ~30 p.m. at the Spring Road 
Church of Christ. If you plan to attend the re
ception, please sign the list on the bulletin 
board in the foyer. 

25th Anniversary 
You are invited to a celebration of the 25th 
wedding anniversary of Mark and Diana 
Morris .. It will be held at the Everal barn in 
Westerville on Thursday, June 27th from 
6:30-9:30 p.m. For more info call Dana King 
899-7825. 

Calendar 

June 
19 SO's Plus Meeting 
30 Area Wide Worship 

July 
3 SO's Plus Meeting 
4 Independence Day 
17 SO's Plus Meeting 
20 Men's Breakfast 8:00 In The Annex 
21 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 

IF I HAD MY CHILD TO RAISE AGAIN 
I'd finger paint more and point fingers less. 
I'd do less correcting and more connecting. 
I'd take my eyes off my watch and watch with my 
eyes. 
I'd take more hikes and fly more· kites. 
I'd stop playing serious and more·seriously play. 
I'd run through more fields and gaze at more 
stars. 
I'd do more hugging and less tugging. 
I'd be firm less often and affirm much more. 
I'd build self-esteem first and the house later. 
I'd teach less about the love of power and 
more about the power of love 
Dianna Loomans Fairview, TN 

Contributions 
Last Week $4594 I Avg YTD $5779 

Russia $162 I Avg YTD $342 

Youth Min. $82 I Avg YTD $234 

Setvices 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday E~ening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrenc~, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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2002 Graduates 
Congratu.lations to the following graduates, nine of whom are former C.O.C.S. 
students. 

Emily K. Arnold graduated from Worthington Christian High School. She was 
involved in drama, choir and cheerleading. Outside of school she took piano 
and dance classes, particularly ballet and jazz .. Emily is a memb~r of the Na
tional Honor Society. She was awarded an academic scholarship and plans to 
attend Harding University. She will major in News Broadcast Journalism and 
plans to become a TV news broadcaster. 

Brian Barozzini graduated from Westerville North High School. Brian was 
named Student of the Month at North in December 2000. He has volunteered 
countless hours of his time assisting the teachers at Central Ohio Christian 
chool. 

Dustin Bates graduated from Tree of Life Christian High School. He partici
pated in basketball, baseball and served as soccer goalie for Tree. Dustin has 
worked for a neighborhood grocery store chain since age 14 and was recently 
promoted to a management position. This past year, Dustin also attended 
Northwest Career Center and became certified in Cisco Networking. He plans 
to attend DeVry Institute of Technology where he will pursue a Bachelor's De
gree in Computer Engineering Technology. 

·Albert A. Crothers graduated from Brookhaven High School where he P¥tici
pated in drama, year book and marching band. He also played baseball and 
tennis, and lettered in soccer and wrestling. In addition to playing a leader
ship role in several of these sports, especially wrestling, Albert was in the 3.0 
Club, was on the Honor Roll, and was awarded Student of the Month 
twice. He will leave us in July to join the Air Force. He plans to attend col
lege and is considering a career in law enforcement. 
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Kourtni L. Dunkin graduated from Tree of Life Christian High School as co
va.ledictorian of her senior class. At "Tree" she participated in basketball, soc
cer, band, drama, and was a member of the National Honor Society. Kourtni 
plans to attend Pepperdine University. 

Bobby V. Graham, Jr. graduated from Tree of Life Christian High School 
where he participated and lettered in Varsity Baseba·11 and was a member of 
the Spanish club. He also served as captain of the cross country team. In ad
dition, Bobby worked with inner-city kids through Tree's "Study Buddies" pro

.. gram. Next month he will leave for Lubbock, Texas, to participate in the AIM 
~ (Adventures in Missions) program. After about a year of study here in the 

States, he'll join a mission team abroad. 
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Angela Herron will graduate this summer from North Adult High School. She plans to attend Columbus 
State and is considering the fields of Nursing and Education. 

Debra Manion graduated from ~eechcroft High School and the Northeast Career Center. She has recently 
moved out on her own and plans to attend Columbus State. 

Nikita Rogozin graduated from Tree of Life Christian High School where he was on the Honor Roll . He is 
the son of Konstantine and Irene Rogozin of Barnaul, Russia, where he graduated from School #22. He 
th.oroughly enjoyed his time in the United States, his activities at Tree, and especially his senior trip. He 
plans to attend A.S.T.U. in Russia where he'll be studying world economics. 

Jeffrey W. Tibbs graduated from Beechcroft High School where he participated in football, tennis and vol
leybal I. He was also involved in drama and served on the year book staff. Jeffrey represented the City of 
c;QjJJJnQ..us int~ .N fili onE l jJ~.Q.!'..t~ Atb l eti_.cJ&ic:!.wsh.ip .f2[l f_g_r:gnfill ~ rifig t~ ~Hf11._111.m2f fQQ.1. Js..ffr!JY !]as 
received a football scholarship to Geneva College in BeaverFalls, Pennsylvania, where he will major in Bi
ology. He plans to be a physical therapist. Jeffrey was All-City first team for football, All-District and one 
of the top players in the state. He has earned the right to play in the All-Star game on July 26, 2002. Jeffrey 
is a poet, an illustrator, and was voted "Mr. Personality" by his high school peers. 

Michelle R. Fry graduated from Mt. Carmel School of Nursing where she was inducted into the National 
Honor Society. During her school years, Michelle worked part time at St. Ann's Hospital. 

Rachel Fuller earned her Master of Social Work from The Ohio State University. She has already passed 
the test to become a licensed professional social worker once she's completed two years of employment. 

Emily Jeanne Gale earned a graphic design degree from the Bradford School. She also will be leaving soon 
for Lubbock to participate in the Adventures in Missions program. We will miss Emily who has been a 
great Christian example in her youth to the entire congregation. 

Julia A. Little earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Computer lnforryiation Systems from the DeVry Insti
tute of I echnology where she graduated Magna Cum Laude. Julia is currently employed at 'the Ohio LJe
partment of Aging and hopes to apply her computer science skills to a new assignment in the future. 

Emily Thorne Smith completed her student teaching and received her teaching certificate from the State of 
Ohio last year. Last summer, she received a second bachelor's degree from O.S.U., this time in Fine Arts 
with a specialty in Painting and Drawing. Emily just completed her first year of teaching at Whitehall's 
middle school, and has accepted a new position with the Canal Winchester District for the 2002-2003 
school year. 

"Do not forsake wisdom, and she will protect 
you; love her, and she will watch over you." 

------ Proverbs 4:6 
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Growth In Jesus 

MY EYES HAVE SEEN,THE KING 
A Study of Isaiah, Chapter Six 

Week Two 
"Holy, Holy, Holy" (Isaiah 6:2-4) 

Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: 
With two wings they covered their faces, with 
two they covered their feet, and with two they 
were flying. And they were calling to one 
anothec: ~H0/y1 hofy,, holy is the Lord Alm'i'g/ltyi 
the whole earth is full of his glory." At the sound 
of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook 
and the temple was filled with smoke. (Isaiah 
6:2-4) 

Isaiah's experience of seeing God's presence 
overwhelmed him and changed him. In these 
verses, he tries to convey to us some of the 
images that he perceived. Though no merely 
physical image could completely describe the 
living God, who is outside of our physical 
universe, Isaiah's description is nonetheless very 
effective in conveying the awe, conviction, and 
wonder that he felt when he stood before his Lord 
and King. 

Isaiah describes God sitting on a throne, "high 
and exalted", with a robe whose train fills the 
entire temple. Flying over him are seraphs, 
fantastic creatures with six wings. Significantly, 
the seraphs are using two wings to fly, two to 
cover their faces, and two to cover their feet, 
because even they are in awe of God's presence. 
As they fly, they call to each other, "Holy, holy, 
holy, is the Lord ... ". The very voices of the 
seraphs shake the temple and fill it with smoke. 
The whole picture is awe-inspiring, and it all 
centers on the concept of God as holy. God's 
holiness is one of hi~ defining characteristics, and 
Christians need to understand both the concepts 
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and its implications. Most believers are familiar 
with the basic definition of holy as "set apart", but 
holiness is much more than that. As with all 
important themes in Christianity, it is not enough 
simply to know a definition. We need to 
appreciate God's holiness so that it becomes an 
inspiring and motivating part of our relationship 
with him. 

Perhaps the most significant aspect of holiness is 
that anything holy does not belong to this world. 
God himself is outside of our world and our 
universe, and this is what enables him to have 
,co[l'lplete. km>wledge '.G~ . ancl eamplete J*)wer 
over, everything in our physical realm. Concepts 
of God as a physical being automatically rule out 
the absolute powers over our world that the 
Scriptures assure us he has. In Isaiah's vision, 
God simply overwhelmed all of his senses - the 
sight, sound, and sensations that emanated from 
God were all mighty and fearsome. 

Likewise, to be holy, to be "saints" as the 
Scriptures say we are, implies that we too no 
longer belong to this world. Our citizenship is in 
heaven (Philippians 2:20), we are aliens and 
strangers in this world (1 Peter 2:11 ), and even 
our own bodies are mere tents, temporary and 
crude shelters that we shall soon set aside (2 Peter 
1 :13-14). When Isaiah saw God, he ,immedi<1lely 
realized the limited and temporary nature of his 
own familiar world, he saw all of a sudden that 
there was a far greater reality than the material 
world, and his life was changed by these 
realizations. Likewise, when we are willing to set 
aside our stereotyped and limited views of God, 
when we are willing to work towards a better 
understanding of God, and when we ·are willing 
to deal with the implications of ourselves being 
removed from this world, these realizations will at 
times be frightening, but they will change us in 
fundamental ways that will bring us closer to 
God. 

- Mark W. Gamer 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
We can still use: coffee (small instarit),, pan

cake mix and syrup, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
plastic grocergy bags. 

Area Wide Worship 
The area wide worship will be Today at 6 p.m. 
at the Spring Road Church of Christ. The 
theme will be "I Will Praise The Lord'\ 

Wedding 
Joy and Kerry would like to extend an open in
vitation for you to join them at their wedding, 
Saturday, July 13th. To get an accurate num
ber, they ask that you sign up on a sheet in the 
foyer and indicate the number from your family 
that will be attending the reception. Other in
formation on time and place is located in the 
foyer. 

Help Needed 
The teens are looking for 1 or more adults who 
can go downtown early in the day on Wednes
day July 3rd. To "reserve" our space for "Red 
White and Boom." If yo1,1 can help, please see 
Vicki or Lloyd. 

Northland will host the "Summer, Youth Series" 
on Tuesday July 16th. Our activity will be a 
free carnival put on for the neighboring kids. 
We are asking for financial support to purchase 
tickets, prizes and food. A table will be set up 
on Sundays in the foyer, or see Vicki or Lloyd. 

Calendar 

June 
30 Area Wide Worship 

July 
3 SO's Plus Meeting 
4 Independence Day 
9 Summer Youth Series At Richland Road 

Church Of Christ-
16 Summer Youth Series At Northland 
17 SO's Plus Meeting 
20 Men's Breakfast 8:00 In The Annex 
21 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
23 Summer Youth Series At NWOCYC 
30 Summer Youth Series At Alum Creek 

Church Of Christ 

Baptized 
Three people were b,aptized at camp: Cody 
Chary, Kiera Cornwell, Chelsea Mitchell. 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Kevin 
Chivington and family at the death of his 
mother, Barbar~. The funeral was last Tuesday. 

Contributions 
last Week $4983 Avg YTD $5~48 

Russia $182 Avg YTD $336 

Youth Min. $227 AvgYTD $233 

Services 
Sunday 'Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am · 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes; Ray Thorne, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchri!il.com 

lJeacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn,Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, BerylMcMasters, Mark Morris 
Eva1tgelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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When the Storms Rage 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote: "Into each life some rain must fall." 
Rain may fall gently at times, however, .it also falls furiously in times of storm. 
In our lives, there are many types of storms - physical, financial, emotional, 
spiritual, etc. - and they all vary in size and intensity. Storms are the common 
lot of all. 

Where can. we turn when the storms of life rage? Hear the words of Jesus: 

, "Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken 
him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: and the rain descended, 
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not 
fall, for it was founded on the rock. But everyone who hears these sayings of 
Mine, and does NOT do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house 
"n the sand: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew 
nd beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall" (Matthew 7:24-27). 

Into every life, sooner or later, the rains descend, the floods come, and the 
winds blow and beat. For one man the "house" of his life falls in ruins, while 
for another it stands secure. The difference lies, not in the intensity of the 
storm, but in the power to withstand its fury. The power to withstand the 
storms of life depends upon the foundation of one's life. 

In Jesus' teaching, the house of the wise man withstood the storm because his 
house was built upon the rock. And who is the wise man? The wise man is 

~ one who hers the words of Jesus and does them (v. 24). Jesus assures us, that 
i... no matter what storms may arise, obedience.to Him is the only sure founda
.! tion on which to build our lives - that will withstand the test of time AND the e Judgment to follow. 

~ .. One begins building upon the Rock through faith (Hebrews 11 :6), repentance 
~ (Acts 17:30-31), and baptism into Christ for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38). 
Q) Then, one must continue to build his "house" - his life - on the Rock by con
E tinuing to hear and to obey the words of Jesus and His inspired apostles. 
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In the words of the beloved hymn, "There Stands A Rock": 

Some build their hopes on the ever-drifting sand, 
Some on their fame or their treasure or their land; 
Mine's on the Rock that forever shall stand, 
Jesus, the Rock of Ages. 

~.. Upon what foundation are you building your life? 
David A. Sargent 

(Church of Christ at Creekwood, Mobile, Alabama) 
Q) 
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Serving6od 

SOME THINGS YOU'LL NEVER DO IN HEAVEN 

You probably did not realize it, but"'likely today you've been involved in activities that would be 
inappropriate in heaven. Not sinful things (hopefully), but little things that remind us we are not at home in 
this world. What are some of these things? 

YOU'LL NEVER GO TO THE MEDICINE·CABINET. Here we have to deal with headaches, arthritis, and a 
million other pains. There are no drug stores in heaven! John wrote. " ... neither shall there be any more 
pain ... " (Rev. 21 :4) 
YOU'LL NEVER ATTEND 1A FUNERAL. There are no hillsides dotted with the markers of loved ones 
"acrQss jordan." You won't find silent cities of the dead in heave11 1 for no one ever dies there! John wrot~, 
" ... there shall be no more death ... (Rev. 2J :4). 
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YOU'LL NEVER TURN ON A LIGHT SWITCH. There is no darkness there ... "for the glory of God did 
lighten it, ad the Lamb is the light thereof" (Rev. 21 :23). "There shall be no night there" (Rev. 21 :25b), so 
there will be no street lamps, no night lights, no candles, and no light switches. 
YOU'LL NEVER FACE A TEMPTATION. We face temptations daily in this life because the devil and his 
workers are ever busy (I Pet. 5:8). Oh how we wish we could lay our armor aside and just rest from the 
constant battle of faith (Eph. 6:13-18). That day is coming! In the land where we are staking our claim, the 
devil has no passport! In fact, he will have been cast down into the lake of fire and brimstone (Rev. 20:10). 
His helpers, too' (personified as the beast and the false prophet by John), will be cast into that lake (Rev. 
19:20). 
YOU'LL NEVER VISIT A SICK PERSON. We try to get by to see the sick in hospitals or at home, but we'll 
never do so in heaven. All the ill effects of living in a sinful world, including sickness, will be reversed in 
heaven. John said, "the former things are passed away" (Rev. 21 :4). 
YOU'LL NEVER LOCK YOUR DOORS. We live in a wicked society. Every night the news tells us about 
those who were robbed, raped, beaten, and killed the night before. We rush to fasten our windows, bolt 
our doors, and secure our homes. But, have you considered that there will be no bad news in heaven?! 
The doors on those mansions have no dead bolts, the windows have no locks, and the homes have no 
burglar alarms, "And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh 
abomination, or maketh a lie, but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life" (Rev. 21 :fl). The 
wedding feast is by "invitation only" and nobody crashes that party! 
YOU'LL NEVER SEE AN OLD PERSON. We daily see the aging process in ourselves and our loved ones. 
Skin wrinkles; vision dims; strength fails; hearing goes; energy wanes (cf Ecc. 12:3-7). But in that land there 
are no retirement homes or nursing facilities because there are no old people! (Well, we'll all be old, but 
no one will s ~ow it.) We will receive new, incorruptible bodies (2 Car. 5:1-6). 
YOU'LL NEVER SHED A TEAR. Hardly a week goes by that there is not some sadness mixed with our 
blessings. We face heartaches, and sometimes heart breaks, far more frequently than would be our choice. 
But did you know that the Bible says, "And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, n·or cryin,g ... " (Rev. 21 :4) .. 

Don't you want to go home? 
Allen Webster 

·2 

6rowth /11 Jesus 

MY EYES HAVE SEEN THE KING 
A Study of Isaiah, Chapter Six 

Week Three 
"I Am Ruined" (Isaiah 6:5) 

' 
"Woe to me!" I cried. "i am ruined! For I am a 
man of unclean lips, and I live among a people 
of unclean lips, and my eyes have,seen the King, 
the Lord Almighty." (Isaiah 6:5) 

motivations. Unfortunately, many humans do 
think of God as having these types of qualities, 
and because they do not understand his nature, 
they assume that this is what the Bible means 
when it tells us to "fear God". Rather, Isaiah is 
afraid because he realizes the· impassable chasm 
between God's holiness and his own 
uncleanness. 

Awareness of our uncleanness and unworthiness 
does at all mean losing any sense of confidence 
and security. Rather, it means learning to put 

·these" in-the--right place, to base our confidence 
and security on God and" not ourselves. lsa'i'ah 

Isaiah has given us a description, as far as human came away from seeing God with a greater 
language and physical nature allow him to of awareness than ever bafore of his own weakness 
what it was like to be in God's presence. The and uncleanness, but at the same time he found 
sight of God on his throne, the sound of the a degree of boldness and fearlessness he never 
seraphs calling to each other about God's had previously, because he was willing to rely 
holiness as they flew above him, and the feeling completely on G_od 's righteousness, not on his 
of the temple shaking and filling with smoke, all own. Further, Isaiah did not come away from 
inspired wonder in Isaiah, and they also cause meeting God "feeling bad about himself". 
amazement in us as we read the account. It is Instead, he learned to see himself as God did. 

certainly exciting to have a God who is so 
wondrous. But that was not Isaiah's only 
reaction. Appreciating as he did the implications 
of what he has seen, he realizes at once the 
contrast between himself, unclean and sinful, 
and God, holy and perfect. He thus is seized 
with fear and uncertainty, wondering what will 
happen to him now that he has seen the King. 
Isaiah knows that he is from "a people with 
unclean lips'.', and he knows that the unclean 
cannot stand in the presence of the holy, without 
disastrous results. 

Isaiah's awe and humility illustrate well for us 
what the Bible means by fearing God. Isaiah's 
fear is not of any of God's own qualities, all of 
which are perfect and dazzling. In particular, 
Isaiah does not fear that God may be vindictive, 
or capricious, or authoritarian. He does not fear 
·God punishing him out of such negative 
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The realization of our complete and utter 
inability to justify ourselves before God is an 
essential component of a healthy relationship 
with him. Any pretensions or hopes that Isaiah 
had of justifying himself, any image he had of 
himself as a spiritual hero or giant, any thoughts 
he had that God owed him anything, ~ere all 
stripped away in the very first instant when he 
truly saw God. When we truly see God, we also 
shall be immediately relieved of such fleshly 
pretensions. They will be replaced, not by abject 
groveling or by despairing existentialism, but by 
an invigorating sense of God's unli.mited ability 
to both use and bless us when we allow 
everything to rest on his shoulders. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 
Faod Pantry 

We can still use: coffee (small instant), pan
cake mi_x and syrup, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
plastic grocery bags. 

Wedding 
Joy and Kerry would like to extend an open in
vitation for you to join them at their wedding, 
Saturday, July 13th. To get an accurate num
ber, they ask that you sign up on a sheet in the 
foyer and indicate the number from your family 
that will be attending the reception. Other in
formation on time and place is located in the 
foyer. 

Help Needed 
Northland will host the "Summer Youth Series" 
on Tuesday July 16th. Our activity will be a 
free carnival put on for the neighboring kids. 
We are asking for financial support to purchase 
tickets, prizes and food. A table will be set up 
on Sundays in the foyer, or see Vicki 'or Lloyd. 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Kris Durr 
and family at the death of his mother, Mary. 
The funeral was last Wednesday. 

Baptized 
Andrea Fischer was baptized last Sunday morn
ing. 

I• 
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Calendar 
July 

Summer Youth Series At Richland Road 
Church Of Christ 

16 Summer Youth Series At Northland 
17 50's Plus Meeting 
20 Men's Breakfast 8:00 In The Annex 
21 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
23 Summer Youth Series At NWOCYC 
30 Summer Youth Series At Alum Creek 

Church Of Christ 

Dear Northland family, once again .I want to 
praise God for showing his loving kindness 
through His people during the sad and difficult 
time of the passing of my mom, Barb. We are 
so encouraged by the outpouring of your love, 
which you have shown in so many ways in
cluding your prayers, cards, preparing of food 
and attending the visitations and funeral of my 
mom. This is a great encouragement and a wit
ness to my family that God provides. Please 
continue to pray for our family as we set about 
the task of taking care of my mother's estate-I 
ask your prayers for peace and unity of my fam
ily through theses times. Thank you, Kev.in. 

Contributions 
Last Week $5454 I Avg YTD $5737 

Russia $157 IAvgYTD $329 

Youth Min. $177 Avg YTD $231 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com' 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangel;;ts: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Wants Versus Needs 
My wife does most of the shopping in our family. With four chil
dren, at times, that can be quite a feat. As she walks up and 
down aisles, I ittle hands reach for toys, cereal boxes, and Poke-· 
mon cards. Appar.ently, my wife has heard more than her fair_ 
share of, "Mommy, I need ... " Consequently, she has tried hard to 
instill in our children, a difference between "wanting" something 
and "needing" something. How do I know? Because I will fre
quently be corrected by my five year old as he will say, "Daddy, 
you may want that, but you don't need it." 

My wife's done a good job. If you were to ask me right after be
·ng corrected by a five year old, I might say, "Too good of -a job." 
But I'm constantly amazed at how many glimpses of God one 
can see in their children if they just look and listen. I wonder 
how differently God would view my "want" list and my "need" 
list from how I would view them. 

A .. I want prosperity, but I may need poverty in order to seek 
God's wealth 
B .. I want good health, but I may need illness in order to long for 

~ heaven. 
~ C .. I want abundance, but I may need inadequacy in order to de

..Q pend more on God. 
§ D .. I want success, but I may need to experience failure in order 

:2:; to be humble before God. 
,..: E .. I want acceptance, but I may need rejection in order to better 
"""' Q) understand ~ow God must feel. 
e 
:::s -§ 

F .. I want security, but I may need to feel insecure in order to 
lean more heavily upon God. 
G .. I want power, but I may need weakness in order to rely upon 
God's power. 

~ Yes', my boy's right. There are probably a lot of.things I want that 
~ I really don't need. What about you? 

""' ~ 
:::s ...., 

Steve Higginbotham, 
Glasgow, Kentucky 



Sertting 6od 

A Drink Of Water 

And David said with longing, "Oh, that someone would give me a drink of the water from the we// of 
Bethlehem, which is by the gate!" - 2 Samuel 23: 15 

David was more homesick than thirsty. He was the greatest king that tne nation of Israel would ever know, 
with the exception· of His Greater Son. Now, the Philistines had captured his boyhood home of Bethlehem. 
As David looked across the valley, he remembered the joys of his youth. He was in the company of three 
of his old army captains when he thought of the cool, refreshing water from the well by the gate of 
Bethlehem. 

David said, "01"1 that I .had a drink -n-f-that--water--ri-gh-t-nowJ-"--'.fhe three soldiers covertly nodded at each 
other and had soon disappeared. David wants a drink from the old well? That's sufficient! The armies of the 
Philistines lie between them and the well. It would mean their lives if they were caught. But a short time 
later, they are on hands and knees slipping through enemy lines. They get the water and begin the 
dangerous return trip. Soon, they breathlessly appear before their king. "Here, our lord, is what you longed 
for, water from the well of Bethlehem!" 

What did David do? Did he greedily, or even gratefully, snatch the bottle and drink it down? No. To him it 
was not water from the well but the blood of brave men. Better that it be poured out as a votive offering to 
God. This he solemnly and reverently performed: 

Love gives freely and unselfishly. Love does not count the cost of the gift. Many would say that these men 
did not do a very sensible thing. That may be true, but man does not live by sense alone. We are hearts as 
well as heads. You couldn't have hired these men to sneak through the enemy lines for money. Where 
there is no sentiment and emotion, life is soon petrified. 

"Your wish is my command." That old saw was a reality with these men. David did not need to give them 
orders. In fact, he would never have ordered such a risky mission for such a self-centered purpose. He 
wished it and that was enough! 

He longed for it without any idea that such would be taken seriously. David's sigh went deeper than a 
drink of water. He said: "As the deer pants for the water brooks, so pants my soul for You, 0 GuJ. My ~uul 
thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come and appear before God?" (Psafm 42:1,2). Many thirst 
for the well that is by the gate of the New Jerusalem and know not what they thirst for. There are those who 
have hazarded and given their lives to keep the stream of living water moving into our time. Let us be 
servants of such faith. . · 

- Ken Green, from the Verse-A-Week Club 

2 

6rowth In Jes11s 

MY EYES HAVE SEEN THE KING 
A Study of Isaiah, Chapter Six 

Week Four 
''.Your Guilt is Taken Away" (Isaiah 6:6-7) 

Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live 
. coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. With it he touched my 
mouth and said, "See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin 
atoned for." (Isaiah 6:6-7) 

We have seen the conviction and awe that 
come acrgss Isaiah as soon as he grasps the 
holiness and majesty of God. And we know 
that, far from coming away from God with a 
negative or pessimistic feeling about himself, 
he came away with a great new source of 
confidence and security. He found a 
willingness to take God's message to his 
people, even if it would arouse opposition and 
persecution. One reason for this was that he 
had seen God's holiness. The other reason, 
recounted here in these verses, was that Isaiah 
experienced in a memorable fashion what it 
meant to have his sins atoned for. 

Seeing Isaiah's fear, as an unclean person in 
the presence of the holy God, a seraph flies to 
the prophet carrying a hot coal from the holy 
altar, and touches it to Isaiah's .mouth. He 
then declares to Isaiah that Isaiah' sin has been 
removed. This incident holds some important 
parallels for us. First, Isaiah had to realize and 
confess his sinfulness before he received 
grace. He also had to show a genuine trust in 
God. And then, when God shows grace, it is 
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both complete and immediate. Isaiah can to 
do nothing to earn atonement for his sins, lfot 
can only accept it gratefully. 

Many believers become . unnecessarily 
confused over the conditions under which a 
person receives God's grace. Some confuse 
the issue by labeling as "works" such faith 
responses as confession, repentance, and/or 
baptism. Such objections demonstrate a 
misunderstanding of "works" - these are 
conditions, but do not constitute salvation by 
works because they are not an attempt to earn 
anything on one's own merit. Otners go to an_ 
opposite extreme, and demand a repentant 
sinner to perform all manner of arbitrary, truly 
legalistic steps, in the guise of "repentance", 
before they will acknowledge that God has 
poured out his grace. 

It does riot need to be so complicated. God's 
grace is free and cannot be earned, and at the 
same time he does require a response to his 
offer of grace before he will pour it out. 
Isaiah's experience is a good illustration, 
although of course the details are not the same 
as they would be for someone today becoming 
a Christian. Besides openly confessing his 
uncleanness, Isaiah also had to show a real 
trust in God. Normally, having a live coal 
pressed against one's face would be both 
traumatic and· painful. Isaiah, though, did not 
flinch or uouul. And we, Loo, must not flinch 
or doubt in the face of God's promises. Like 
Isaiah, we simply need to recognize our own 
inherent sinfulness, and when God offers us 
grace, we need only accept it eagerly on the 
terms that it is offered. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

We can still use: coffee (small instant), pan
cake mix and syrup, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
plastic grocery bags. 

Hospitalized 
Barb Lindsay is in·Riverside Hospital room 
6206B. She is suffering from heart-related 
problems that are affecting other organs. Visits 
are OK; phone calls are not. Please continue 
to pray for her. 

Teens 
Northland will host the Summer Youth .Series 
this Tuesday, July 16th. The !:lCtivity will be a 
free carnival for the neighboring kids, hosted 
by all the area teens. We are asking for dona
tions to purchase carnival food, prizes and tick
ets. See Robbie, Lloyd or Vicki to donate. 

Your assistance and your attendance are 
appreciated! 

'Thank You 
My family and I would like to thank all of you 
who prayed for us, sent cards and flowers and 
even made the long trip to Piqua for my mother 
Mary's funeral this past week. Your unselfish 
a11d precious thoughts of love toward us were 
deeply appreciated. Surely we see Jesus in all 
of you. May God be praised and glorified. 

Kris Durr 

Calendar 
July 

16 
17 
20 
21 
23 
30 

Summer Youth Series At Northland 
SO's ·Plus Meetirig 
Men's Breakfast 8:00 In The Annex 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Summer Youth Series At NWOCYC 
Summer Youth Series At Alum Creek 
Church Of Christ 

August 
4 Deacons Meeting l):UO a.m. 
6 'Summer Youth Series At Spring Road 
7 SO's Plus Meeting 
1 7 Men's Breakfast 8:00 In The Annex 
18 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
21 SO's Plus Meeting 
30-1 Summit 2002 

Birth Date 
If you haven't seen your birth date listed on the 
monthly calendar, then we do not have it. To 
add your name or to check your birth date 
please see Jack Evans in the foyer after morning 
services Today. 

Contributions 
Last Week $44 14 I Avg YTD $5690 

Russia $ 1 0 2 I Avg YT D $32 f 

Youth Min. $1 90 I Avg YTD $230 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thorne, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Forced To Do Right 
An investment cotrnselor went out on her own. She was shrewd and 
diligent, so business kept coming in, and pretty soo~ she realized she 
needed an in-house counsel, so she began interviewing young lawyers. 

"As I'm sure you can understan<f!," she started off with one of the first 
applicants, "in a business like this, our personal integrity must be be
yond question." She leaned forward. "Mr . .Peterson, are you an honest 
lawyer?" 

"Honest?" replied the job prospect. "Let me tel~ you something about 
honesty. Why, I'm so honest that my tather lent me fifteen thousand 
dollars for my education and I paid back every penny the minute I tried 
my very first case." 

"Impressive ..... And what sort of case was that?" 

The lawyer squirmed in his seat and admitted, "He sued me for the 
money." 

Sometimes we do something good because it's the right thing to do. 
And sometimes we do the right thing simply because we have no 
choice. The difference will manifest itself in our lives at some point, 
though, when we do have a choice. 

.Q I see it happen al I the ti me with college students. Fm years, they at-
§ tended church with Mom and Dad. But as soon as they are on their 
~ own, making their own decisions, it becomes evident whether they at
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tended all those years because it was the 1·igh1 thi11g to do or because 
they were forced to go. 

What is your motivation? May we all seek to haw the attitude of 
David: 

"I rejoice at Your word as one who finds great treasure .... ! love Your 
law ..... My soul keeps your testimonies and I love them exceedingly ... .. 
Let Yorn hand become my he! p, for I have chosen You 1· precepts. I 
long for Your salvation, 0 Lord, and Your law is my delight." (Psalms 
119:162,163b,167, 173-1,74) 

Alan Smith 



CHOOSING TO FORGIVE 

Jesus had a great deal to say about forgiveness . It wasn't that he taught only about our need to be 
forgiven or about God's ability to forgive. He did that. But he also spoke about the importance of 
humans •learning to forgive each other. 

/ 

MY EYES HAVE SEEN THE KING 
A Study of Isaiah, Chapter Six 

Week Five 
"Here Am I, Send Me" (Isaiah 6:8) 

come not from outside, but' from our own 
fleshly nature. There is no need to feel guilt, or 
despair when we find this difficult, for it is 
simply a natural consequence of living . in a 
physical world while making a commitment to 
live a spiritual life. As Jesus said, we shall 
have trouble in this world, but '(Ne can 
overcome the world. ' 

When you are praying, and you remember that you are angry with another person about 
som.etbing, th~n .:orgive him," Jesus said. "If you do this, then your Father in reaven will also - ;,hen f . heard the voice of the .Lord saying;, There ~re many approaches th.at humans can 
forgive your sins (Mark 11 :25-26, New Century Version). In another place, he taught the same Whom ~hall I send? And who will go for us? take 1n recognition of this need, but 
tiili]_g_:_".Don't pick on people, jump on their faj lure§, criticize their faults~- unles.s, of course, you And I said, "Here am I. Send me!" (Isaiah 6:8) unfortunately most of them are of only s~ort-

' want the sµme treatmen:t. D~n 't -con~en:in tfio~e::wno-are 'd<;:>wn)-that bard,Ae~~~~~ ·boo~eFar:iS:. H@. __ . - .: _; ~ _ --~::.- -- __ ' -~- .. --=.~= - -'--· .• ~. ---.-- · ---~ •: ---::- - ---~-••. , •• _ ... ~ - ·- --~~ ~- teJ:m .ua~ at .Oiw In 4lartic:ular.,...., ,lL .wP , .. 
easy on people; you'll find life a lot easier" (Luke 6:37, The Message). . - - - Now·wccorne to ·th~ Eest-remer:n5ereCf verse c.©ns.tanll~ tt"Y. to SW rl1TlH:iH1 up l~!i!I. ,.,nq~.-;; 

from this chapter, and are' able to put ·it in enthusiasm from within ourselves, rather than 

Guess what? New research.confirms the teaching of Jesus about the value of forgiving pthers, 
refusing to nurse a grudge, and letting go of slights and wrongs. A study by Dr. Kathleen Lawler, a' 
psycho·logy professor at the University of Tennessee, affirms that people who refuse to forgive 
report more stress, more illness, and more visits to the doctor than people who show grace to 
others. · 

"Forgiveness is not just a religious concept but is something that we can and should strive toward," 
says another forgiveness r.esearcher, Dr. Carl Thoresen of Stanford University. "We al I have the 
capacity to forgive -- but [it) takes time because it is the most courageous act one can do." 

There are some appropriate cautions here: (1) Sor:ne behaviors are wrong, and it is mora)ly right to 
be offended by or angry about them. (2) It is not sinful to feel the negative emotions brought on by 
betrayal, violation, or injustice. (3) It takes some time to name a wrong, grieve it, and move toward 
forgiving it. (4) Forgiving doesn't mean forgetting an offense or reconciling with the offender. 

All this having been said, the truth remains that harboring anger, trying to get even, or otherwise 
nursing a grudge is toxic to the human spirit. It not only robs one of peace of niind but can even 
cause damaging physical effects. ' 

The researchers insist that forgiveness is a choi·ce to separate the offender from his or her deed and 
deciding to let go the negative feelings for that person. The mystery, says Lawler, is to find a 
motivation adequate to prompt forgiveness. 

Christians can draw on this one: "Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as 
God in Christ has forgiven yoU-" (Ephesians 4:32). . .. . 

- Rubel Shelly and the Woodmont Hills Church 

2 

context with the larger lessons that God has through a deeper apprecia ti on of God, this will 
already taught to Isaiah. The prophet has first quickly lead either to spiritual exhaustion or to 
been awed, then overwhelmed, and even ungodly pride.. Isaia h's response here shows 
frightened, by being in the presence of God. us not an example of human keal, but rather 
Then a seraph touched a coal from ·the holy an example of the powerful effects of living in 
altar to Isaiah's face, and declared his sins God's p'resence. Isaiah has only been before 
atoned for. It is after ,all this that God God for a short time, and already he is willing 
rhetorically asks for a volunteer to take back a to go wherever God sends him, without even 
message, knowing that ·now Isaiah would knowing what the job will involve. 
eagerly accept the commission. Isaiah's 
willing response comes not out of blind zeal, 
bt:Jt as an outgrowth of tile spiritual lessons he 
has learned. 

One of the basic features of Christian ministry 
is the need for motivation. Genuine service to 
God, and genuine worship of God, both will 
always involve many things that, although they 
are spiritually beneficial , will displease · our 
flesh. Accmdingly, as long as we live in this 
world we sh al I have a constant need to be 
motivated to make short-term sacrifices in· 
order to fulfill spiritual goals. Most persons 
who · have been Chri~tians for more than a 
short while know what a strugg le this can haat 
times. Anci some of our toughest struggles 

3 

Experiencing God's presence left Isaiah 
motivated for a lifr1time of, prophetic ministry, -
which required him to make many sacrifices 
and to take many risks . His example shows us 
the way that we, too can find the inspiration 
and the motivation to live the lives that God 
has called us to. A fo~us on God himself, and 
a determination to u11dersld1HJ dnu appreciat.e 
his glory, his power, and his wisdom, can have 
powerful effects on any believer. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
We can still use: coffee (small instant), pan

cake mix and syrup, toothpaste., toothbrushes. 

Thanks 
Many Thanks to all those who contributed to 
the success of the teens' carnival with their 

time, money and efforts. We were all blessed 
to be a part of it. Thank you to our teens who 
helped set up, tear down and run the carnival. 
May God bring fruit out of tnis good work. 
Jeffrey Tibbs will be playing in the All-Star City 

H.S. football game on Saturday July 27. The 
game will be at Upper Arlington H.S Please 
come and encourage Jeffrey and Francis., 

Family Fell()wship 
To promote more fellowship between families 
in the Northland family, we're going to make· 
available a way for all families who are inter~ 
ested to get together and to share time with one 
another. 1. Households ( a household can be 1 
person or a whole family) who want to partici- -, 

pate sign up between now and the end of the 
month in the foyer. 2. Starting in August, at the 
beginning of each month, each participating 
hous'ehold will be paired at randorn with an- . 
other-household and the list of \pairs will be 
posted on the board in the foyer. 3. During the 
month, each pair of households will get together 
for some activity~a meal , sports event, etc. 4. At 
lhe beginning of lhe next month, a new list with 
d~ffere nt pa irs will be posted and each pair gets 
together for some activity for that month. 

Calendar 

JUiy 
21 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 

23 Summer Youth Series At NWOCYC 
26 Teens Ice Cream And Movie Night 

At The Arnold's Home, 7-11 p.m .. 
28 Services At Willowbrook 2:00 p.m. 

30 Summer Youth Series At Alum Creek 
Church Of Christ 

August 
4 Deacons Meeting 8:00 a.m. 

6 Summer Youth Series At Spring Road 
7 SO's Plus Meeting 

1 7 Men's Breakfast 8:00 In The Annex 
18 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
21 50's Plus Meeting 
30-1 Summit 2002 

Teens 
There· will be an Ice Cream and Movie night Fri 
day July 26th from 7-11 p.m. at the Arnold's 

borne.' Bring your favorite topping! Ice cream 
will be provided. 1 

Contributions 
Last Week $6100 I Avg YTD $5704 

Russia $142 Avg YTD $315 

Youth Min. $215 Avg YTD $229 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thorne, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Dan-ell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Strange Peop.le ... . 
THE STRANGE PEOPLE WITHOUT SHOES 

The story is told of a man who traveled to a certain city on one cold morning. 
As he arrived at his hotel, he noticed that everyone there was barefooted, in
cluding all the clerks and guests.· In the coffee shop, He noticed a well-dressed 
fellow at a nearby table and asked, "Why aren't you wearing shoes? Don't 
you know about shoes?" 

"Of course, I know about. shoes," the patron replied. "rhen why don't you 
wear them?" the visitor asked. "Ah, that is the question," the patron returned. 
"Why don't I wear shoes?" 

After breakfast, the visitor walked out of the hotel and into the snow. Again, 
very person he saw was barefooted. Curious, he asked a passerby, "Why 

doesn't anyone here wear shoes? Don't you know that they protect the feet 
from the cold?" 

The passerby said, ''. Believe me, we all know about shoes. See that building? 
It's a shoe factory. We are so proud of the plant that we gather there every 
week to hear the man i11 charge tell .us now wonderful shoes are." ', 

"Then why don't you wear shoes?" the vis)tor persisted. "Ah, that is the ques
tion," the passerby rep\ ied. "Why don't we wear shoes?" 

When it comes to prayer, many Christians are like the strange people in that 
city. They know about prayer. They believe i.n prayer. They know how won
derful it is and what a blessing it can be. They frequently gather at the church 
to hear sermons about how wonderful prayer is. But if you ask them why they 
don't pray more, they would say, "Ah, fhat is the questions . Why don't I pray 1 ' 

more?" 

Prayer is an indescribable privilege. As you know, it is very diffi cult to speak 
with the mayor of your city, the governor of your state, congressmen, or presi
dent. What is amazing is that you can speak with the all-powerful , all-wise 
and all-loving Creator, God and Savior anytime, day or night, 24 hours. a day-: 
no appointment needed! 

I'll my study of God's Word and in my travels th roughout the world , I have be
come absolutely convinced that wherever people reall y pray according to bib
lical principles, God works in their lives and throu gh lhem in the lives of oth
ers in a special way. 

; 

Let us be praying Christians and not like those people w ithout shoes! 
Bill Bright 



Ser11ing 6od 
WEAR OUT OR RUST OUT 

Ponder the following statement: "People who take pains never to do a.ny more than they 
are paid for, never get paid for more than they do." To this rule there is no exception 
with respect to God's people. While you are not rendering services to the Lord and his 
church for ar;iy monetary gain, nevertheless, your gain is of spiritual nature. 

Many Christians today never put their souls and faith into action, never intermingling .. 
themselves in the busy streets of Christianity. Rather, they always reside at the suburbs 
and outskirts, where the a{;tivities are just about average and always the same. The wise 
man stated however, "Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might ... " If you 
posses great talents, diligent effort will improve them; if you have but moderate abilities, 
the same diligence will supply their deficiency and strengthen 'you for greater service in 
Christ. 

How tragic it is to observe that in the midst of most congregations runs a str,eam of apathy 
and spiritual lethargy! The water is the untapped talents and unused energies of many 
Christians. They prefer to not use them in the service of their Lord. 

"It is better to wear out in the service of Christ, than to rust out," were the words of a 
gospel minister. He is so right! For as long as there are people who are satisfieq with the 
status quo, and are always ready to line up either with the "averages" and the "let John 
do it''. attitude, the stream of apathy within the church will always be growing. While the 
few will be wearing out the many will be rusting out. There is no doubt that our Lord's. 
work wi 11 be done. Perhaps not as efficiently and speedily, but he wi 11 use others who 
are willing to do his bidding. What is doubtful is the genuineness of faith of so many of 
our spiritual relatives. Those who depend upon the collective achievements of their 
congregation for their individual crown will do well to realize that salvation is an 
individual matter and not a collective effort. The choice is yours to make, whether to 
wear out or rust out. 

2 

Mike Sinapiades 
via I he Reporter 

Growth In Jesus 

MY EYES HAVE SEEN THE KING 
A Study of Isaiah, Chapter Six 

, 

Week Six 
"Close Their Eyes" ~Isaiah 6:9-10) 

He said, "Co and tell this people: " 'Be ever 
hearing, but never understanding; be ever 
seeing, but never perceiving.' Make the heart 
of this people callousedi mai<o <thoil C'i:ir~ dLl.11 
and close their eyes. Otherwise the.y might .see 
with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand 
with their , hearts, and turn and be 
healed." (Isaiah 6:9-10) 

Isaiah's experience in God's presence, seeing 
God's glory and experiencing atonement for his 
sins, gave him a willingness to go wherever 
God sent, as he indicated in. his well
remenibered response to God, "Here am I, send 
me." Isaiah eagerly agreed to go wherever God 
sent him before he even learned what God had 
in mind. Now he does find out the message 
that God wanted him to proclaim, and it is 7 at 
least at first glance - a rather strange one. 

Rather than sending Isaiah to rmw:h a message 
of love or instruction or even ,repentance, God 
specifically tells Isaiah to go to the people and 
"make their ears dull", to "close their eyes". 
Now we know that God really does want his 
people to repent of their sins and to repair their 
relationship with him. Regardl ess of what they 
have done, he wants to have them restored if it 
is at all possible. So the commission to Isaiah is 
not a punitive one; God is not announcing that 
he does not love them any more. Rather, he 
knows the hardness of heart that afflicts his 
people1 and he rea lizes that . Isaiah's prea~hing 

3 

is far more likely to annoy them and harden 
them further t~an it is to produce chaqge. Note 
that in saying this, God does not deny them 
their free-will choice: ·he is not pre-destining 
them to reject what Isaiah says, nor will he 
force them to respond simply because it is what 
he or Isaiah wants . There is a large, and really 
rather obvious, difference between · God 
knowing how we will respond because of his 
intimate knowledge of our hearts, versus him 
pre-determining the way we will act, which he 
does not do because it would deprive us of our 
Q.Wn. gpility to choose whether or not to follow 
God. 

The relevance of Isaiah's commission to us lies 
largely in its ' a~knowledgment of reality. If 
Isaiah were to take a sugar-coated or falsified 
message ,to the people, he could have 
anticipated a mud;l more favorable response. 
But if he sticks to the truth, it is goi~g to be 
largely unpopular, and only a few are going to 
respond to it. In making this clear to Isaiah 
before he delivered his first prophetic lesson, 
God was implicitly tellin~ him not to change 
the message for the sake of getting a more 
positive or enthusiastic response. So it is with 
the gospel. There will be many persons - in 
any age - who will hear the gospel but who will 
be 'ever hearing, but never understanding' , and 
'ever seeing, but never perceiving'. This does 
not reflect on u,s at all, nor does it reflect on any 
deficiency in the message of salvation itself. It 
is wonderful when our teaching and preaching 
get a warm reception, and see others brought to 
God, but we should never alter the essentials of 
the message solely to cater to those whose eyes 
and hearts are closed. 

- Mark W. Carner 



Family Information 
Food Pantry 

We can still use: coffee (small instan~), pan
cake mix and syrup, toothpaste~ toothbrushes, 
jello. 

2002 Graduates, Their Parents, 
And The Elders And Their Wives 

We want to have a time together where we can 
wish our graduates God's blessings and to en
courage them as they begin a new chapter in 
their lives. We would like all of you to join to
gether this evening at 7:30 p:m. at Logan's 
Roadhouse at Easton for this time of reflections 
and encouragement. This will be dutch treat, 
except for the graduates, who will have their 
meals paid for. 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Tom 
Barnhardt and family at the death of his 
brother, Jim Barnhardt. The funeral will be 
Friday in Warsaw, NC. Cards may be sent to 
Joann Barnhardt, 300 Fox Ridge Rd., Warsaw, 
NC 28398. 

We also want to express our sympathy to Fran
ces Tibbs at the death of her brother-in-law. 
The viewing will be Friday from 10-11 a.m. at 
the C. D. White Funeral Home on Mt. Vernon 
Ave. The funeral will be Friday at 11 a.m. 

Calendar 
July 

28 Services At Willowbrook 2:00 p.m. 
30 Summer Youth Series At Alum Creek 

Church O(Christ 

August 
4 Deacons Meeting 8:00 a:.m. 
6 Summer Youth Series At Spring Road 
7 50's Plus Meeting 
17 Men's Breakfast 8:00 In The Annex 
18 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
21 50's Plus Meeting 
30-1 Summit 2002 

Thank You 
The Thornes want to thank everyone who 
prayed for Billie's sister. Her brain surgery was 
successful. They believe they got all the tumor, 
which was benign. It was growing into the op~ 
tic nerve and would have caused blindness. 
But now her sight will not be further impaired. 

Contributions 
Last Week $5459 I Avg YTD $5696 

Russia $207 I Avg YTD $311 

Youth Min. $200 AvgYTD $228 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm · 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thorne; Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacon$: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 .(614) 475-0161 
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If I Had My Child ... 
IF I HAD MY CHILD TO RAISE AGAIN 

I'd finger paint more and point fingers less. 

I'd do less correcting and more connecting. 

I'd take my eyes off my watch and watch with my eyes. 

I'd take more hikes and fly more kites. 

'd stop playing serious and more seriously play. 

I'd run through more fields and gaze at more stars. 

I'd do more hugging and less tugging. 

I'd be firm less often and affirm much more. 

I'd build self-esteem first and the house later. 
Q 
C") 

~ I'd teach less about the love of power and more about the power 
.Q 

e 
~ of love. 

~ Dianna Loomans 
E - Via Fairview, TN 

.a 
~ 

"But Jesus called the children to him and 
said, "Let the little children come to me, 

~ and do not hinder them, for the kingdom 
~ of God belongs to such as these." , 
ca"' · Luke 18:16 

"' ~ 
::i -, 



Serving 6od 

FLEE SEXUAL IMMORALITY 

John invited his mother over for dinner. During the course of the meal, his mother couldn't help 
but notice how attractive John's roommate was. She had long been suspicious of a relationship 
between John and his roommate, and this only made her more curious. 

\ 

Over the course of the evening, while watching the two interact, she started to wonder if there 
was more between John and his roommate than met the eye. Reading his mom's thoughts, John 
volunteered, "I know what you must be thinking, but I assure you Julie and I are just roommates." 

About a week later, Julie came lo John saying, "Ever since your mother came to dinner I've beeFJ 
unable to locate the gravy ladle. You don't suppose she took it, do you?" 

John said, "Well, I doubt it, but I'll write her an email just to be sure." 

So he sat and wrote: "Dear Mother: I'm not saying that you 'did' take the gravy ladle from my 
house, I'm not saying that you 'did not' take the gravy ladle. But the fact remains that one has 
been missing ever since you were here for dinner." 

Several hours later, John received the following email from his mother: "Dear Son: I'm not 
saying that you 'do' sleep with Julie, and I'm not saying that you 'do not' sleep with Julie. But the 
fact remains that if she was sleeping in her own bed, she would have found the gravy ladle by 
now! Love Mom!" 

Though if is not a very popular stance in our society, Goa's Word still calls us to a life of sexual 
purity. The apostle Paul has some strong words in I Cbrinthians regarding sexual sin. He offers 
the following as one of our motivations for a pure life: 

"F i e~ sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits 
sexual immorality sins against his own body. Or do you not know that-your body is the temple 
of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? For you 
were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's." (I 
Cor. 6: 18-20) 

May you live this day mindful of the "temple" God intends for you to be. 

2 

Alan Smith 
(Boone Church of Christ, Boone, NC) 
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61·owth In Jesus 

MY EYES HAVE SEEN THE KING 
A Study of Isaiah, Chapter Six 

Week Seven 
"For How long, 0 lord?" (Isaiah 6:11-12) 

Then I said, "For how long, 0 Lord?" And he 
answered: "Until the cities lie ruined and 
without inhabitant, until the houses are left 
deserted and 'the fields ruined and ravaged, 
until the Lord has sent everyone far away and 
the land i.s utterly forsaken." (Isaiah 6: 11-12) 

Isaiah had eagerly responded to God's 'call for 
a messenger, only to be given the rather 
austere commission to preach to an audience 
that was 'ever hearing, but never 
understanding', and 'ever seeing, but never 
perceiving'. The prophet thus quite naturally 
wants to know whether this condition will 
always be the case, or whether he can look 
forward to a time when his message will be 
received more positively. When we look at 
the world around us and see the ways that so 
many humans reject and even attack the 
gospel, while accepting and often praising 
folly and sin, we can underst~nd how Isaiah 
felt, and we can sympathize with the pi"oph.et's 
hope for a better time. God's answer tO Isaiah 
has a specific historical application, ahd also 
contains some general lessons of importance 
to us. ' 

In Isaiah's own lifetime, God's people had for 
many years wavered .in their allegiance to him, 
turning to God only when they were in 
desperate need, and the rest of · the ti me 
indulging in sin, flirting with idolatry, and 
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worshipping the living God only as a ritual or 
habit. God knew that this futile way of life 
could not be allowed to go on forever, and he 
had planned to discipline his people by . -
allowing -them to be invaded and conquered 
by foreign armies. During Isaiah's prophetic 
career, -this would happen to · half of God's 
people, when the Northern Kingdom was 
conquered by the Assyrians in 722 BC. God 
would then give the rest of his people sev~ral 
more chances before they too would be 
defeated and carried into captivity by the 
Baby.lonians ; in- 586--BC- _this,-then; is_ the_ , __ 
historical fu lfi 11 ment of what God says to. Isaiah _ 
in verses 11-12. Isaiah and other prophets 
would continue- to preach, and to give the 
people as many changes as possible, but God 
also knew that permanent repentance was 
unlikely. 

Looking in more general terms at God's 
response to Isaiah here, we see that he was 
making some general points as well. For 
Isaiah, who could have no way of knowing for 
himself what the future would hold, or 
whether his message would be accepted, the 
question to ask was not about how lorig it 
would take. Rather, his responsibility was to 
go where God sent him, and to proclaim the 
message that God gave him, regardless of what 
the short-term response might be. This 
principle is a valuable one for Christians as 
well. - Like Isaiah, we are going to encounter a 
lot of hard hearts and hard heads, and we have 
only a limited ability to change such persons. 
But we can always remain faithful to our 
calling, and we can always teach and live as 
God wills us to. 

- Mark W. Gamer 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
We can still use: coffee (small instant), pan

cake mix and syrup, toothpaste, toothbrnshes, 
jello. 

Thank You 
Dear family, thanks for the cards, the calls, the 
food and all the acts of kindness toward my 
family as we mourn the loss of my brother in 
law. Much appreciation, the Tibbs and- Brown 
family. 

Words Of Wisdom · 
Money never made a man happy yet nor will it. 
There is nothing in its nature to produce happi
ness. The more a man has, the more he wants. 
"Better is little with the fear of the Lord, than 
great treasure, and trouble therewith. n 

-Benjamin Franklin 

How often we look upon God as our last and 
feeblest--,resource. We go to Him because w~ 
have nowhere else to go. And then we learn 
that the storms of life have driven us not upon 
the rocks, but into the desired haven. 

-George MacDonald 

Those that blame God for the bad times are 
likely to be those who do not thank Him for the 
good times. 

-Wayne Nix 

Calendar 

August 
4 Deacons Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
6 Summer Youth Series At Spring Road 
7 50's Plus Meeting 
17 Men's Breakfast 8:00 In The Annex 
18 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" · 
21 50's Plus Meeting 
30-1 Summit 2002 

Thank You 
Dear Brothers and Sisters at Northland, Thank 

you so much for all the prayers, thoughtful 
words, notes, food, etc. it has been an encour
agement to my family. Please continue to pray 
that our family has a complete healing and that 
our family will bring glory to our Father. Judy, 
Bobby Jr. and Kristina Graham. 

Contributions 
last Week $4850 AvgYTD $5669 

Russia $155 AvgYTD $306 

Youth Min. $150 AvgYTD $226 

· Seivlces 
Sunday Sl~le Study 9:30 am 

10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Ten Reasons Why ... 
TEN REASONS WHY I'll NEVER WASH 

1. My parents always forced me to wash when I was littl.e. 
2. People who wash are hypocrites and think that they're cleaner 

than everyone else. 
3. There are so many different brands of soap, I'd never know 

which one to use. 
, 4. I used to wash, but it was the same thing every time and I got 

bored with it, so I quit washing. 
5. None of my friends wash. 
6. Washing is a scam that is perpetuated on people by soap com

panies who are just trying to make money. 
7. I'm sti~I young. When I get older and need it more, I'll start 

washing. 
8. I'm so busy I can't find the time to wash. 
9. I know some people who are regular washers, and they once 

hurt my feelings, so I'm not going to wash anymore. 
10. It's not like j've totally quit washing, I still wash on special oc

casions like Christmas and Easter. 

Now, would you like to hear ten threadbare excuses why some 
people don't go to church? 
1. See #1 above. 
2. See #2 above . 
3. See #3 above. 
4 .. See #4 above. 
5. See #5 above . 
6. See #6 above . 
7. See #7 above. 
8. See #8 above. 
9. · See #9 above. 
10. See #10 above. 

• 
Friends, remember: "Keeping clean between the ears is more im-, 
portant than keeping clean behind the ears." 

Steve Higginbotham 
Glasgow (Kentucky) Church of Christ 



Ser11ing 6od 
HOPE ENABLES US TO BEAR THE BURDENS OF TODAY 

Hope is a powerful force in a per~on's life. Hope means the expectation of a favorable outcome. The New Testament 
word for hope is even more emphatic, implying confident expectation or anticipation: something that we know will 
happen, even though it is not happening at the moment. 

In counseling, one of the .most helpful things we can do is to give a~other person a reason to h'ope. Most people in 
emotional distress wan.t relief. Hope brings relief. Panic-type thinking leads to impatience and poor judgment. To be 
anchored in hope is to be positioned to make better judgments. 

Christian psychologist William Backus believes that misbeliefs trigger many different types of hurtful behavior and 
wrong thinking; If, for example, we struggle with 9ur Q'h'.n sense of worth, we may tell ourselves when we fail at 
something, "I failed. I am no good." A more biblical approach would be to train ourselves to choose to think the truth, 
When we fail, we could then say, "I failed but I am not a failure. I will learn from this. I will grow. I know God loves 
me.• If we need to repent, we should repent, but we must remember that at the core of what repentance means is a 
change_ of mind, a turn-around in our thinking and therefore in our behavior. 

Sometimes we need to change our circumstances. Sometimes we need to adjust to our circumstances. 
Sometimes God uses the circumstances to change us. ' · 

Everyone likely has some things in their lives they would like to change. The key is what we tell ourselves about those 
things. Sometimes our best approach may not be insisting on change but accepting what we cannot change. Someone 
once said, "You can11ot create the waves, but you can learn to ride the surf.• 

What we think is vitally important. Christian faith is a thinking faith and the great battle that is constantly being waged 
is about how we think. When we think with hope, we bring stability to a crisis; encouragement to a difficulty; 
motivation for coping; energy to adjust, or change and patience to accept. Too often people who are hurting or stressed 
simply want relief or change and they want it now! Patience is missing; yet Paul writes in Romans 5:3-5 that 
perseverance leads to proven character and proven character leads to hope and hope does not disappoint. Hope is not 
seeing what is there but having confidence in what is coming. ' . 

In Romans 8: 18-25, Paul reminds us that the sufferings of this present time cannot compare with the glory that is 
coming. The confidence that God is in control, loves His people, and has something better waiting for them can move 
us from hopeless·ness to triumphant thinking. Romans 8:25 says, "If we hope for what we do not see; with 
perseverance we wait eagerly for it. w When we hope with Spirit-empowered thoughts, we grow in patience. We 
patiently endure difficulties with a perspective that enables us to continue to live healthy Christian lives instead of 
being in bondage to troubles that can cripple us emotionally. · 

R.C. Sproul said, "Impatience is a sin that affects us in both obvious and not-scrobvious ways. Some of the most 
serious distortions of Christian truth are a direct result of people's impatience." Impatience triggers bad choices, 
whereas hope creates the attitude for good responses. If we hope, we. will pers'evere in challenging times. 

A Christian is saved by grace through faith. We walk by faith. Our salvation is not by hope or through hope, but it is 
characterized by hope. Scripture shows us that our salvation is past, present, and future. It is that future aspect of our 
journey through life where we hope for what we do not see. We also hope in the present, where we struggle with the 
pains and realities of a sin-cursed world. Hope is the assurance that even in hurtful times, the future is bright with 
God's blessings. God is good all the time. Hope believes that and uses It to make a positive difference in the ·life of 
God's child. -James Rudy Gray 
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Growth In Jes11s 

MY EYES HAVE SEEN THE KING 
A Study of Isaiah, Chapter Six 

Week Eight 
"The Holy Seed Will Be the Stump" 

(Isaiah 6:13) 

"And though a tenth remains in the land, it 
will again be laid waste. But as the terebinth 
and oak leave stumps when they a.rf:! <.:ul 
down, so the holy seed w/// be the stump in 
the land." (Isaiah 6: 13) 

Isaiah's awe-inspiring experience in God'.s 
presence, and his eager determination to go 
where God would send him, were followed by 
his receipt of a somber commission. God had 
warned the prophet that his message would 
encounter closed eyes, closed ears, and closed 
minds, but that Isaiah should simply continue 
to teach and preach for as long as the need 
was there. But before God finishes with the 
prophet, he gives him a large ray of hope, 
something for Isaiah to remember whenever 
he looked ahead to the future of God's people. 
This verse also suggests one of Isaiah's key 
themes, that of the remnant. 

God had prophesied, through Isaiah and 
others, that if his people did not pull 
themselves out of their lengthy spiral into 
increasing idolatry and decreasing devotion to 
the living God, they would be delivered over 
'to their enemies for discipline. In Isaiah's own 
lifetime, this happened to· half ~f God's 
people, when the Assyrians invaded and 
destroyed the Northern Kingdom of Israel. 
Eventually the time would also come when the 
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rest of God's people would be conquered and 
enslaved by the Babylonians. And yet God 
also gave them the assurance, here and 
throughout Isaiah, that this severe discipline 
would not be ' the end for his people, 
regardless of how final it might seem to be at 
the time. God's presence would remain,' an'd 
his hand would be with his people, just as a ' 
stump remains when a tree· is cut' down. But 
unlike a natural stump, this time God will give 
his people new life and make them once again 
great. Ezekiel described a similar image in his 
vision of the valley of dry bom~s (Ezekiel 37). 
Isaiah himself often refers to this idea as the 
remnant. 

As Romans .11 :5 reminds us, "so too, at the 
present time there remains a remnant chosen 
by grace". It is a simple, but vital, lesson for us 
to · remember that God is never without 
devoted followers. No matter what things 
seem like in the short run, God always has 
preserved a remnant for himself. And if we are 
among God's people, we are never alone, and 
are never merely part of a small group of 
believers in a particular time and place. We 
are part of the eternal church, in fellowship 
with. the rnany godly men and women through -
the ages who have given themselves to God, 
and someday we shall join them all in our 
Father's house. If we follow Jesus, we are 
never without hope for this life, and we have 
ever greater hope for the next. 

- Mark W. Carner 
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What Matters At The End 
- My theory is that most people spend most of their time sweating over things 

that won't really matter when all is said and done. 

~ ... 
.E 
~ 

You've probably heard the one about the up-and-coming entrepreneur who 
was opening the door of his sleek new Jaguar when a truck roared by, hit it, 
and ripped it off its hinges. The police arrived at the scene quickly and 
found the man jumping up and down in the street. He was shrieking to 
anyone who would listen about the horrible damage done to his precious 
automobile. 

"You wheeler-dealers are all so materialistic!" began the investigating offi
cer, shaking his head in bewilderment. "You make me sick." 

'What's your problem?" the driver snapped. 

"You're so worried about your precious Jag," said the cop, "that you appear 
not to have noticed that your left arm was ripped off!" 

"Oh, no!" bellowed the guy as he looked down at the stump where his arm 
had been a few minutes before. "Where's my Rolex?" 

When one of us gets where my frjend is who was told this week that he 
likely has less than six months to live, he or she will focus intensely on the 
things that really matter in life. There will be far less concern about the 
newest electronic gadget, a bigger house, liposuction, a luxury car, or some 
other inconsequential indulgence. In fact, I doubt that a one of those items 
will come to mind at all. 

~ When your time on Planet Earth is about to end and you are reflecting on 
""". how your one-time trip through life has worked out, you'll think about and 
E reach for the people who are most important to you. And you will think 
::i about what happens after you have taken your last breath. These are the -~ really important things - as opposed to burning yourself put at the office, 

neglecting your family and friends, and pushing spiritual concerns to the 
fringe of your life. 

g Being responsible and working hard are good things. And there is nothing 
C\I wrong with enjoying the fruits of honest labor. Yet the Bible cautions us to 
~ remember that we came into the world without a company, portfolio, or 
""" fortune - and will leave it the same way. So the smart thing is to ·major in .... 
~ what w.ill matter _at the end and not to fritter away your life with what can-
t:I> not go into eternity. 
::i 
q: - Rubel Shelly and the Woodmont Hills Church 
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Se1•J1ing 6od 

A Modest Lady 
Part 1 - Introduction 

"Modesty is not only an ornament, but also a guard to virtue." - Joseph Addison 

"Modesty is the conscience of the body." - Balzac 

"A discerning man keeps wisdom in view, but a fool's eyes wander to the end of the earth." 
Proverbs 17:24 -

In the spirit of the present elnphasis on mqdesty among the youth of the congregation here at 
Nnrthlanrl, I woi1lrl likP-tn Pnr:rniragA all of 1l's (youth or not) to delve a little deeper into the matter, in· 
hopes of solving th~ recurrent problem. 

The elders and youth leadership have established a dress code in light of the immodesty some of 
our young ladies have been exhibiting, specifically at church functions. Their parents have received copies 
of this code. In a culture which bares all, these young women are bombarded with worldly magazines, TV, 
music and friends which are relentlessly enticing them to be "cool" and fashionable. To state the obvious, 
the current styles are, well, revealing to say the least. The designers have left very little to the imagination 
with shorts and skirts ever higher, shirts cut ever lower and bellies out proudly on display. Tragically, the 
Church has been taken in to what the evil one is selling our youth. 

What would have been inconceivable to wear in years past to school, let alone to a church 
function is before our eyes on a weekly basis. Our youth either don't see it or simply choose to ignore it. 
And why?, They, too, have been taken in. These skin-baring styles are what they see around them 
wherever they go. Most young people (and some older ones, too, I believe) desperately want to fit in with 
the world's thinking and behavior to validate themselves-they generally aren't too interested in standing 
out in Jesus' name as a voice of reason and righteousness. 

In the coming weeks, we'll look at some other facets of the underlying causes of the immodesty 
epidemic within the church, and hopefully, seek ways to begin to rectify it. 

Thoughts and Challenges: , 
Read up on this issue; Proverbs is a good· place to start. If you find these articles useful, please share them 
with a young lady in your life. 

Prayers: 
Let's pray that God would open our minds and hearts to what He has in mind for us and for our children in 
the way bf modest behavior. 

NORTHLAND YOUTH DRESS CODE: 
Not allowed: spaghetti straps, low-cut tops (no cleavage), very tight-fitting clothes (tops or bottoms); shorts 
or skirts that go higher than the tip of your middle finger as your arm hangs down at your side, and any 
outfits which expose your mid-section. 

-Linda Chivington 
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6rowth In Jesus 

SIGHT AND BLINDNESS 
A STUDY OF JOHN 9 

lesson One 
Introduction & Overview (John 9:1) 

As he went along, he saw a man blind from 
birth. (John 9: 1) 

The gospels provide us with dozens of 
interesting and instructive examples of whnt 
happens when a person comes fac~to-face 
with Jesus. During the course of his ministry, 
Jesus had personal contact with all kinds of 
individuals, from governors and religious 
rulers to widows and beggars; he met rich and 
poor, Jew and Gentile, old and young, healthy 
and sick; he met soldiers, prostitutes, 
fishermen, tax collectors, Pharisees, slaves, 
thieves, and every other kind of person 
imaginable. Yet no one who ever met Jesus, 
who saw and heard him firsthand, ever walked 
away unaffe~ted. Whether they were seeking 
the truth or trying to hide from the truth, 
whether they turned to follow Jesus or whether 
they opposed him and- his message, whether 
their response lastea a lifetime or . was 
forgotten later on, everyone who had any real 
interaction with him saw at once that who he 
was and what he came for called for a 
response. 

The account of the blind man in the ninth 
chapter of John shows both sides of the effect 
that meeting Jesus can have. It is a story 'of a 
humble o~tcast whose meeting with Jesus led 
to healing, faith, strength, and a new life. But 
it is also a story of a group of respected and 

influential religious leaders who, as a result of 
the blind man's encounter with Jesus, are 
exposed as ignorant, insecure bullies. As was 
said in Luke 2:34-35, Jesus was "destined to 
cause the falling and rising of many in 
Israel .;' .. so that the thoughts· of many hearts 
will be revealed". So too today, anyone who 
looks past the conventional stereotypes of 
Jesus Christ, and who looks openly at the 
Savior as he actually reveals himself through 
God's Word, will be compelled to respond 
one way or another. The story of the blind 
man and his developing faith will provide us 
with a 11.:;pf11I -rinrl P-nc.ouraging example to 
follow in our own lives. 

The events of the story are fairly simple, but 
they illustrate some important spiritual themes. 
Jesus must first correct his disciples' 
misconceptions regarding the reasons for 
misfortunes in others' lives (verses 1-5), and 
then asks the blind man to carry out a simple 
faith response, after which he is healed (verses 
6-7). The sudden change confuses those who 
knew the blind man, so they question him as 
to what has happened (verses 8-12), and 
eventually bring him before the Pharisees, who 
debate what has occurred (verses 13-1 7). The 

- Pharisees soon try to intimidate the man and 
his family into denying what has happened 
(verses 18-29), but the man stands up to them 
(verses 30-34). Jesus meets the man once 
more, calls him to have faith in the Son of 
Man, and then teaches some lessons about 
sight and blindness (verses 35-41 ). Through it 
all, there is a running theme comparirg light, 
sight, and faith on the one hand, with 
darkness, spiritual blindness, and hardness of 
heart on the other hand. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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· Respect For Our Elders 

When Ty Cobb was 70, a reporter asked him, "What do you think 
you'd hit if you were playing these days?" 

Cobb, who was a life-time .367 hitter, said, "About .290, maybe .300." 

The reporter said, "That's because of the travel, the night games, the 
artificial turf, and all the new pitches like the slider, right?" 

"No;'' said' Cobb, "it's because· I'm 70." 

Whether we are looking forward to it or not, we're all getting older. 
ruth is, old age frightens most of us. I think Jonathan Swift was right 

when he said, "Every man desires to live long, but no man wants to be 
old." 

Old age should be something looked upon with honor and respect. 
The Jews were commanded, "You shall rise before the gray headed and 
honor the presence of an old man ... " (Lev. 19:32). 

But we live in a society where youth is glorified, so age is something 
you cover up or deny. The talents and skills of the elders, acquired 

~ over a lifetime, are often ignored. Perhaps, a sense of not feeling of 
:S· value to others leads to questions of value in the sight of God. 

..Q 
E 
;i Even David expressed his fear when he prayed to God, "Do not cast 

me off in the time of old age; Do not forsake me when my strength 
;:"' fails." (Psa. 71 :9). · 
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Fortunately, we know that God will not forsake us then (or at any other 
time!). Though we may not be able to do at 70 what we could do at 
40, there is much to be offered (both to God and others) in the "golden 
years". May God help us to appreciate and respect those who are our 
elders. 

Alan Smith 
Boone Church of Christ 



Ser11ing God 

A Modest Lady 
Part 2 Insecurity 

"The blush is nature's alarm at the approach of sin, and her testimony to the dignity of virtue." 
-T. Fuller 

"For a man's ways are in full view of the Lord, and he examines all his paths. 11 Proverbs 5:21 

"Like a gold ring in a pig's snout is a beautiful woman who shows no discretion. 11 Proverbs 11:22 

You've all been there, sitting in class, wearing what went "out" last year because you didn't 
have anything new to wear, praying that no one woul.d notice you. Your attention is grabbed by the 
little clique of girls across the room, giggling, whisperingl making smart remarks ... and .right then and 
there you vow th<1t you will get something cooler and hipper to wear so 'you'll make those girls stop 
and take notice. 

Does it sound familiar? Ugh! I know it does to me. What a sickening feeling to be the object 
of ridicule. We want to stick out in a good way~to turn the head of every guy we see, and impress 
the girls, while we're at it. Why do we ladies so often think this way? 

Ladies, especially young ones in the classroom setting, can be so terribly insecure and 
awkward. The goal is usually to get lots of "positive attention" or to simply blend into the crowd so as 
to avoid any "negative attention." "Compliment me or ignore me-just don'tridicule me." The 
young ladies going through this are not alone, though they may feel that way. 

What can we adults do to help these younger ladies? We need to reassure them (often) that 
they are valued by us, and most of all, by God their Father. Valued for their hearts, their dreams ... 
themselves. 1 

Inner value is something that's not always intrinsically grasped. It has to be cultivated and nurtured. 
For every positive comment we make as to how well our young ladies look outwardly, let's make 5 
comments as to their inner beauty and worth. Their peers will do a fine job of overemphasizing their 
looks-we need to cult.ivate the hearts and consciences of our youth and.help to beautify them from 
the inside·out. 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
Look at these scriptures with your daughter or another young lady you're close to. Talk about what 
Jesus did for her, ana that a huge part ofour loving him in return is obedience. Talk about what great 
value she has in His eyes. It should make her day! 

Prayers: , 
Let's pray that our youth would begin to see their value as bei_ng a separate issue from how they 
conform to "fashion." They (and we) need to gain discernment in what gives glory to God. 

-Linda Chivington 

2 

6rowtl1 In Jes11s 

SIGHT AND BLINDNESS 
A STUDY OF JOHN 9 

Lesson Tw~ · 

Assigning Blame Vs. Seeing Opportunities 
(John 9:2-5) 

His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, 
this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?" "Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned," said Jesus, "but 'this happened so that 
the work of God might be displayed in his life. 
As long as it is day, we must do the work of 
him '-rho sent me. Night is coming, when no 
one can work. While I am in the world, I am 
the light of the world.• (John 9:2-5) 

Upon meeting this man whose misfortune it 
was to have been blind all of his life, the 
disciples of Jesus have a natural and common 
reaction. They want to know whether he 
might somehow be at fault, or whether 
perhaps he was paying the price for some 
offense committed by his parents. It is always 
a struggle for a person with any sensitivity or 
compassion to see the many terrible 
misfortunes that are suffered every day by 
those around us. Such things raise questions 
in our minds about the .fairness of the world, 
and about the fairness of God himself. Our 
human logic hopes to find a particular reason 
for the forms of suffering that we see, because 
to think otherwise makes us afraid. And yet, 
Jesus here tells his disciples that this approach 
is the wrong one. 

In saying, "this happened so that the work of 
God ·might be displayed in his life", Jesus.is by 

no means suggesting that God deliberately 
afflicted this man. Nor is he saying that we 
should be hardened or indifferent to the 
reasons why humans suffer. But he is saying 
that there is something more impqrtant and 
more constructive than speculating or trying to 
deduce what may have led to the forms of 
human suffering that we see around .us. There 
was little to be gained by the disciples' idle 
and speculative question: even if they knew 
whose 'fault' the blindness was, it would not 
enable the man to see, nor wqul~ it mak~ hjs 
blindness less of a burden to him. So too, it is 
often irresistible to our flesh to assign blame 

· for human pain - whether through punishment, 
revenge, lecture~, legal action, or som~ other 
means - but is usually not the most 
constructive way to respond to the hurts in our 

. lives and others' lives. 

3 

Therefore Jesus tells his disciples to view the 
man's blindness as a chance to display the 
glory and compassion of God. Jesus himself 
was only in the world for a short time, and in 
that time he wanted to spread as much light as 
possible. His role as the light of the world is 
illustrated literally as well as figuratively in this 
encounter with the blind man. He will not 
only open the man's eyes, but will open his 
heart and mind to the truth as well. So we too 
are only in this world for a' short time. We 
ought also to avoid pointless ·debates and 
should instead apply ourselves to those things 
that can help reveal God's light, truth, and 
love to a world full of sorrow and fear. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

·· .Food Pantry 
We can stiH use: Jelly, pancake mix and syrup, 

toothpaste, •tOOthbmshes. 

Marriage Retreat 
This years Marriage Retreat is coming up 
quickly. The dates are October 11th thru the 
13th. We will be meeting at the Atwood Lake 
resort in Delray Ohio. ' 
If you can help,with chi Id care October 11th 
thru the 13th for those going to the retreat, 
please sign-up on the list posted on the bulletin 
board. Thank you. 

Bridal Shower 
The ladies are invited to a bridal shower for 
Kim Bachman on Sunday, September 9 at 2:30 
p.in. in the annex. Kim is registered at Target 
and Bed, Bath and Beyond. Please bring a 

., . copy of your favorite recipe. See Leisha Evans, 
Brenda Allen or Barb Lindsay for more infor£Tia
tion. 

\ Family Fellowship 
The Family Fellowship pairings for August and 
September are posted' in the foyer. If you have
n't signed up yet for the Family-by-Family Fel
lowship, there is also a sign up sheet in the 
foyer. 

Teachers Needed 
We need teachers for pre-k classes during 
Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 
and 11: 15. Please see Mike Evans if you can 
help. The quarter begins in September. 

30-1 
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Calendar 

August 
Summit 2002 

· ; September 
Area wide Worship At Summit 
Labor Day 
SO's Plus Meeting 
Fall Bible Classes Begin 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Men's Breakfast 8:00 a.m. In The Annex 
Services At Franklin CouritY 
Correction Center 
Area Wide Evening Worship 

Teens 
Please plan for Summit weekend, beginning Fri
day evening, August 30 thru Sunday morning, 
September 1. Summit will be held at the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel (next to the convention center 
downtown). The cost for registration is $15. 
There will be many excellent speakers and 
classes for everyone. Please make your plans to 
attend this great spiritual feast, and be revived 
for the coming school year! 

Contributions 
Last Week $5690 , I Avg YTD $5642 

Russia $192 !Avg YTD $292 

Youth Min. $150 IAvgYTD $224 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am 
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

. Sunday Evening 5:30 pm 
· Wednesday Evening ' 7:00 pm 

nQrthlandchurchofchrist,com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

. Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Nothing To Gi,ve Thanks 

"What did you forget to say?" I called out. 

"Oh, thank you!" It sounded all too robotic. 

Do parents have the right to deman~ a thank you from their chil

dren? 

Why is it so hard to say "thank you"·? 

"I forgot." - I am thankful but I don't say it often enough. 

Or, "Why?" - I did it all my way. 

r, "What do I have to give thanks for?" - I have less than every

one else; nothing is going right. I cannot think of anything to be 

thankful for! 

On one occasion, Jesus healed .ten lepers: 01Je of them, when he 

saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. He 

threw himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him - and he was a Sa-

~ maritan. Jesus asked, "Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the 

~ other nine? Was no one fo1Jnd to return and g)ve praise to God 

§ except this foreigner?" Then he said to him "Rise and go; your 

~ faith has made you well." Luke 17:15-19 (NIV) 
"' ..... ..... 

Q) 

E: The nine did not come back to say thank you to Jesus; what pos
:::s 
§ sible reasons were there? Did they forget? Did they think they 

deserved to be healed? Or was there nothing to be thankful for? 

8 
C'\I 

Would I be the grateful person who returned to say tha.nk you? 

It)' Do I have a habit of expressing my appreciation to people and 

C'\I especially to God? -~ 
g> 

Dr. Jeff Lee 

q: 



SerJ1ing 6od 

A Modest Lady 
Part 3 Parents Who Yield 

uBeauty is not caused. It is." -E. Dickinson 
uThe wise woman builds her house, but with her own hands the foolish one tears hers down." 
Proverbs 14:1 

Once upon a time, in a clothing store not far away, this conversation could be overheard ... 

DAUGHTER: "What do you think about these, Mom?" 
MOTHER: "Aren't those jeans a little tight? I can tell that you have two dimes and a quarter in your back 
pocket." 
DAUGHTER: They're not that bad. Besides, see how well they fit? I just can't find jeans that fit me right 
in the hips." . . 
MOTHER: "Aren't they a little low-cut? Your shirt isn't going to reach nearly that far." 
DAUGHTER: "Mom, look. I'll stand right here. See? It comes pretty close." 
MOTHER: "What if you turn or move around .. :and I sure hope you don't have to bend over to pick up 
something you dropped. Your shirt will come right up, and there you'll be, in all your glory." 
DAUGHTER: "I'll be careful, Mom. Aren't they cool? Let's buy them." 
MOTHER: "No, I don't think so. They're awfully expensive. Besides, I don't think your dad would like 
you wearing them." 
DAUGHTER: "But, Mom! I need jeans. We've been all over the mall and these are the ones that fit me 
the best. You promised that we'd buy jeans today. Let's get these." 
MOTHER: "Well, I don't know ... " 
DAUGHTER: "Fine! I'll just have NO jeans that fit. You know the dark ones I have are a year old, and the 
other 4 pairs are out of style, and-" 
MOTHER: "Fine! Just get them! I'm tired of arguing about it. Let's go. 11 

Have you seen this? Have you been one of these individuals? So much to look at in one short 
scenario. The sassiness, the manipulation, the caving. The mom knew at the beginning that those jeans 
weren't appropriate for an ambassador of Christ to parade around in. She tried to gently steer her daughter 
away. The daughter stamped her foot, and the mother crumbled, in the name of "keeping peace." 
Mothers, you and your husbands have the last words in your home. If you don't, then you need to. Seek 
counsel from an older couple who's successfully endured this testing and get advice. Your kids, like it or 
not, are depending on you to be their counsel and protection, and ultimately, their authority. 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
Do not cave when it comes to righteousness and virtue. When looking at an outfit with your daughter, ask 
yourself whether it exploits your daughter's body or it is fitting to wear for an ambas$ador of Christ. 

Prayers: 
Wisdom and strength of conviction when dealing with unpopular decisions. 

-Linda Chivin~on 
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Growth In Jesus 

SIGHT AND BLINDNESS 
A STUDY OF JOHN 9 

Lesson Three 
The Fruit of A Simple Act of Faith (John 9:6-n 

Having said this, he spit on the ground, made 
some mud with the saliva, and put it on the 
man's eyes. "Go,• he told him, "wash in the 
Pool of Siloam• (this word means Sent). So the 
ma.n went and was~cd, and came home seeing. 
(John 9:6-7) 

Having dispensed with his disciples' natural but 
misguided question as to who was responsible 
for the man's blindness, Jesus turns his attention 
to the man's needs, putting into practice his own 
statement in verse 5, "we must do the work of 
him who sent me", and fulfilling in both a literal 
and figurative way his subsequent statement that 
"I am the light of the world". For the blind man's 
part, he finds that a simple act of faith and 
obedience leads to blessings he would never 
have thought possible, when he receives his 
sight after a lifetime of darkness. 

Jesus had the power, of course, to cure the man 
without delay,. and at first glance it may seem 
curious that Jesus made the healing so 
complicated. And yet his way of dealing with it 

, teaches some practical points and illustrates a 
number of spiritual themes. There is no single 
reason why Jesus approached the situation in this 
way; rather, like so many of the things that Jesus 
did, it accomplished a number of things at once. 
It teaches a practical lesson about faith and 
obedience, illustrates spiritual themes about light 
and darkness ,(or sight and blindness)~ and, not 
least, it will set into action a chain of further 
events that will illustrate several more important 

principles. 

Unlike Jesus' disciples, the blind man is less 
concerned with whose fault his blindness ·is than 
with getting it cured, and he resp.ands at once to 
the instructions Jesus .gives him. He does n()t 
question Jesus' actions or commands, nor does 
he make any claim that he deserves to be cured 
without conditions. This is because he realizes 
and accepts his need, and is willing to respond 
humbly to the one who has the power to heal 
him. Later, the blind man will develop a m.ore 
substantial faith, but we see from this that to be 
healed, he neerlerl only a faith strong enough to 
lead him to simple obedience. So too, we do 
not have to understand everything about God in 
order to receive his great blessings of grace and 
salvatio.n; we need only respond to the gospel as 
he has called us to do. Through faith, 
repentance, and baptism, we leave a lifetime of 
spiritual darkness and receive spiritual sight. 
This does not mean that these simple actions 
constitute "works salvation", any more than the 
blind man's washing earned him his sight. In 
both cases, healing is brought about through 
God's power and by God's grace, after he sees a 
demonstration of basic faith. And once we can 
see spiritually, it will lead us to further 
understanding of God's Word and will as we 
grow in him. 

Nor is it a coincidence that Jesus actually 
touches his eyes, emphasizing the connection 
between light and sight, and then sends him to a 
pool whose name means "sent". For Jesus has 
called this man not only to receive his sight but, 
as we shall soon see, to be a witness to the truth, 
and to grow in his faith in the Son of Man. His 
experience is parallel in several important 
respects to the healing and grace that we receive 

·through the gospel. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

, --. ,food Pantry 
We need:·Jelly, p<H)c:;ake mix, syrup, toothpaste, 

toothbrushes, apple sauce, p-n ut butter. 

Evening Services 
There will be no evening service this· Sunday, Sep
tember 1. If you're staying in town this weekend, 
be sure to take advantage of all the opportunities to 
learn about God and praise His name at Summit 
2002. 

New Small Group 
The Arnolds and Pings are beginning a new small 
group. that will meet every two weeks on Friday eve
ning at 7:00 p.m. This study will rotate quarterly 
among members to reach out to as many neighbor
hoods as possible. Plans are to begin on September 
13th. If you would like to join see Brian or Paul. 

SYATP 
The countdown for "See You At The Pole" has be
gun! Please plan to be praying at a school flag pole 
near you 7:00 a.m. Wednesday September 18th. 
Details coming soon. 

Bridal Shower 
The ladies are invited to a bridal shower for Kim 
Bachman on Sunday, September 8 at 2:30 p.m. in 
the annex. Kim is registered at Target and Bed, Bath 
and Beyond. Please bring a copy of your favorite 
recipe. See Leisha Evans, Brenda Allen or Barb 
Lindsay for more info. 

Family Fellowship 
An updated list of. pairings for the Family Fellowship 
activities for August-September is posted on the bul
letin board in the foyer. It's not too late to partici
pate-there is still a signup sheet posted on the 
same bulletin board. 
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Calendar 

September 
Area wide Worship At Summit 
Labor Day 
50~s Plus Meeting 
Fall Bible Classes Begin 
Bridal Shower For Kim Bachman, 2:30 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
See You At The Pole 
Men's Breakfast 8:00 a.m. In The Annex 
Northland Family Picnic, 5-10 p.m. 
At Blendon Woods Hickory Grove 
Services At Franklin County 
Correction Center 
Area Wide Evening Worship 

Calendar Events 
Mark you calendars for these upcoming events: 
Northland Family Picnic, Saturday September 
21st, Blendon Woods Metro Park, Hickory 
Grove Shelter Area, 5-10 p.m. 
Northland Family Banquet, Sunday evening, 
November 10th at 6:00 p.m. 

Contributions 
last Week $5166 I Avg YTD $5628 

Russia $222 I Avg YTD $290 

Youth Min. $210 IAvgYTD $224 

Services 
Sunday 'Bible Swdy 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrlsf.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence; 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Do What Is Right Anyway 

People are often unreasonable, 
Illogical, and self-centered; 

Love them anyway. 

If you are kind, 
People may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives; 

Be-kind anyway. 

If you are successful, 
You will win some false friends and some true enemies; 

Succeed anyway. 

If you are honest and frank, 
People may cheat you; 

Be honest and frank anyway. 

What you spend years building, 
Someone could destroy overnight; 

Build anyway. 

If you find serenity and happiness, 
They may be jealous; 

Be happy anyway. 

The good you do today, 
People will often forget tomorrow; 

Do good anyway . 

Give the world the best you have, 
And it may never be enough; 

Give the world the best you've got anyway. 

You see, in the final analysis, 
It is between you and God; 

It never was between you and them anyway. 

- Kent Keith (adapted) 



SerJ1i11g God 

A Modest Lady 
Pt 4 Leaving the Gates Unlocked 

"There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death." Proverbs 14:12 

Last week, we talked about parents who cave and allow their young ladies to wear · 
immodest clothes in the name of fashion or simply to keep the peace. There are other cautions we 
should heed in the way of protecting our daughters. One of them is in what reading material we 
allow into our homes ... 

Fashion magazines. Personally, I'd like fo burn every fashion magazine I see. All they 
generally do is. tell your daughter in no uncertain terms how dreadfully inferior she is. She needs 
to lose weight, buy expensive, often immodest, clothes, watch 11cool" TV shows and of course~ 
catch herself a young man (not to mention the lurid sex advice-completely inappropriate for 
young ladies and on the front cover of nearly all of them in the checkout line). By allowing this 
pretty trash into our homes, we are "buying" what they're selling-whether we would come out 
and say it or not. We are encouraging her inner insecurities and fears. We are encouraging her 
mind to focus largely on her body. 

"It all seems so harmless, though. Clothes are fun! My favorite actress is on the cover. 
Isn't she gorgeous? It's what the kids like, you know. They're so into the makeup and hair 
thing .... " My sisters, please remember that Satan uses things that appear to be pretty and harmless 
to destroy. He's subtle that way. It may not be blatant to you or your girls, but that satisfies him 
all the more. He can successfully clutter your mind with thoughts that aren't in agreement with 
what God wants your focus on. 

The concept of fashion itself isn't evil, but the inordinate focus of time and attention on it 
isn't going to produce godly character. We need to be encouraging our young ladies to be 
students of the Word. Daily. God's glory is what we're supposed to be living for. Not making a 
fashion statement, not being cool at the expense of godliness. Nowhere in scripture does God's 
Word encourage us to spend lots of time and energy on our fashion. Nowhere in God's Word 
does i.t say," Fix your eyes on the mirror." Let's begin to protect our daughters by being the 
example they need for us to be, and saying no to ungodliness in all of its forms. 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
If we see our daughters spending more time lo'oking at fashion magazines than reading God's Word or 
other edifying books, consider the possible long-term effects of those choices. Would you rather hear 
someone compliment your daughter's outer beauty or her gpdly heart? What's the eternal importance of 
our "fashion" except that we are to glorify God with our bodies? 

Prayers: 
Wisdom to be gate-keepers in our homes. We speak volumes to our kids about our standards, sometimes 
without ever saying a word. 

-Linda Chivington 
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Growth In Jesus 

SIGHT AND BLINDNESS 
A STUDY OF JOHN 9 

Lesson Four 
A Confusing Change (John 9:8-9~ 

His neighbors and those who had formerly 
seen him begging asked, "Isn't this the same 
man who used to sit and beg?" Some claimed 
that he was. Others said, "No, he only looks 
like him." But he himself insisted, ''./ am the, 
man.• (John 9:8-9) 

After doing as Jesus instructed him, the blind 
man received his sight after a lifetime of 
darkness, but the story does not end with this 
outcome, joyful though it is. The healed man 
soon finds out that others have difficulty in · 
accepting his miraculous healing for what it 
was, a gift by the grace of God. He begins to 
find himself in some perplexing situations that 
will test his patience, but that will also help 
him to grow in his faith. 

It starts when his neighbors see the change that 
had come over him. Some cannot even accept 
that it is the same blind beggar whom they had 
seen for so lpng. Even his own testimony is 
not ' sufficient to persuade them, so confused 
are they by such a sudden and unexplainable 
difference. In one sense, you cannot fault 
them: for as long as they can remember, they 
have seen 'this man begging from passers-by, 
helpless because of his blindness. He was no 
doubt a familiar figure, almost part of the 
scenery. To them this sudden change is just as 
surprising as the sudden appearance or 
disappearance of a building in a familiar 

neighborhood. And yet thts also shows how 
easily we can become insensitive to the lives 
that are being lived around us. The most 
important thing to them should have been the 
healing and joy that this man experienced, and 
yet all they can see is an unsettling mystery. If 
they had stopped to consider what it meant to 
this man - to have received his sight, their 
conversation and their focus would have been 
much different. So too, we must frequently 
remind ourselves to view everyone around us 
as an individual created by God, with his or ', 
her own hurts, fears, and dreams. We must 
learn to "rejoice with those who rejoice, and 
mourn with those who mourn" (Romans 
12: 15). 

On a spiritual level, it is also not at ·all 
uncommon for the changes in a Christian's life 
to be unsettling to unbelievers who see him or 
her becoming more like Jesus in obvious ways. 

·The worldly mind finds all kinds of reasons 
why it needs to make no changes, and thus the 
worldly find it confusing and disturbing 
whenever someone ·else makes a free-will 
choice to be submissive to God. We should 
not be surprised when our godly lives elicit 
scorn . or ridicule from the worldly, because 
this simply indicates how deeply they are 
threatened by our faith. For whenever a 
believer in Christ makes changes in his or her 
life in order to please God, this refutes the 
pretensions and rationalizations of the worldly. 
We must, then, encourage one another in our 
struggle to overcome the deeds of the sinful 
nature, for we shall get no help from the 
world. One of the best ways in which we can 
help our brothers and sisters in Christ to 
continue to walk with God is to offer one 
another our encouragement and our prayers. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

-Food .Pantry 
We need: Jelly, pancake mix, syrup, apple 
sauce,:P"nut butter, -soup, Jello. 

SYATP 
The countdown for "See You At The Pole" has 
begun! Please plan to be praying at a school 
flag pole near you 7:00 a.m. Wednesday Sep
tember 18th. Details coming soon. 

Brida'I Shower 
The ladies are invited to a bridal shower for 
Kim Bachman Today, September 8 at 2:30 p.m. 
in the annex. Kim is registered at Target and 
Bed, Bath and Beyond. Please bring a copy of 
your favorite recipe. See Leisha Evans, Brenda 
All~n or B~rb Lindsay for more info. 

Special Service 
The elders are planning a special "memorial" 
service for Wednesday, September 11 to reflect 
on the events of just a year ago. All adult and 
children's classes will be dismissed, and we 
will all meet in the auditorium at 7 p.m. on the 
11th. If you have something (a picture, a 
poem, a song, etc.) that you'd like fo contrib
ute, please see Mike Hipes who is coordinating 
the evening's activities. 

Hospitalized 
Barb Lindsay is in Grant Hospital, room 806B. 
Please continue to pray for her. 
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Calendar 

September 
Fall Bible Classes Begin 
Bridal Sl:iower For Kim Sachman, 2:30 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
SO's Plus Meeting 
See You At The Pole 
Men's Breakfast 8:00 a.m. In The Annex 
Northland Family Picnic, 5-10 p.m. 
At Blendon Wo09s Hickory Grove 
Services At Franklin County 
Correction Center 
Area Wide Evening Worship 

Thanks 
Special thanks to all who pitched in to help 
with childcare at Summit. We had good people 
giving good care. You all are a blessing to us! 
Marion Teen Retreat is September 1 ~-15th at 
NWOCYC. Cost is $20.00 which includes 
meals. We must know TODAY if you pan to go. 
Please see Lloyd of Vicki if you are going. 

Contributions 
Last Week $4054 I Avg YTD $5585 

Russia $72 I AvgYTD $284 

Youth Min. $45 IAvgYTD $21~ 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappel~ Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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'No Recollection 
The great British automaker Rolls Royce takes great pride in the reliabil
-ity of their hand-crafted automobiles. An obviously wealthy owner of 
a Rolls took it to Europe on an extended trip . While traveling in France 
the car had some mechanical problem. He called the Rolls Royce fac
tory and asked that they send out a mechanic straightaway to fix the 
problem. 

The company responded in royal fashion. They put a mechanic on a 
private jet with all of the necessary tools and flew him over to France to 
make the repairs. The owner was so wealthy that he wasn't at all con
cerned about the cost, and he would not spare any expense to assure 

. I 

that his beloved Rolls Royce was .proper!~ repaired. 

However, after several months he realized he had not received a bill. 
He directed his secretary to contact the Rolls Royce factory to inquire 
about the bill. He received a prompt reply from the Rolls Royce com
pany. With typical British aplomb, it said simply, "We have no recol
lection or record of ,any Rolls Royce having ev,er had a breakdown or 
being in need of repair anywhere in France." · 

That reminds me of how God treats us when he forgives us of sin. 
Sometimes we have a harder time forgiving ourselves than does God. 
We sometim.es feel weighed down with the burden of guilt long after 
God has removed the burden of sin. We need to follow God's 'instruc
tions to find forgiveness, then trust that God has kept his promise to for
give. Take comfort from these words: 

"As far as the east is from the west, so .far hath he removed our trans
gressions from us." (Psalm. 103: 12) 

"For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their 
iniquities will I remember no more." (Heb. 8:12) 

Praise be to the God who "forgets" when He forgives! 

- Alan Smith 



Ser11ing 6od 
FREEDOM THROUGH ACCEPTANCE 

Nonce you accept the blow, the disappointment, you're free ... " 

Freedom is extremely important to me. Yet I have discovered how easily I can become a prisoner in my 
mind and heart when I try to hold out for something I want, but probably will never have. We become a 
prisoner to disappointmeht when we hold unrealistic expectations for a relationship, for example. We 
become a prisoner to bitterness when we harbor feelings of revenge toward someone who has inflicted 
pain. We restrict freedom when we refuse to accept the realities of life. You cannot make someone love 
you. You cannot make your child bright or talented if he has only average ability. You cannot make your 
mate understanding if he or she is emotionally on another level. Try as we may, we cannot force the 
people or circumstances of our world to live up to our expectations. And the sooner we decide to Haccept 
it and move on," the happier we will be. 

The Apostle Paul understood this principle when he wrote; "One thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and 
straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 3:13-14). 

Paul had to accept the fact that he would never live as the Hebrew of the Hebrews he had been groomed 
to be. He had to accept the fact that he was guilty of persecuting Christians, a fact that he acknowledged 
and hated. But to continue beating himself would only have made him a prisoner to himself. To recognize 
that God has another agenda is to accept the freedom of hope and life beyond disappointment: 

I 

As Arthur Gordon writes: uJust as acceptance has its rewards, so nonacceptance has its penalties. We 
knew a couple once who had three children. The oldest was a girl, sweet-tempered but very slow. It was 
clear there was a degree of mental retardation, but the parents could not bring themselves to accept it. 
They tried to pretend that the child had normal abilities. They put her in schools where she could not keep 
up. They begged for performance she could not give. They tried to rearrange the world to fit her . 
limitation, meanwhile neglecting the emotional needs of their other children. They meant well; they 
thought they were doing the right thing. But their refusal to accept their child as she really was made life a 
burden for all of them." Acceptance is not apathy. Apathy overtakes us when we lose the will to change 
what can be changed. Acceptance is realizing that there are things that only God can change, and we 
leave it to His wisdom and will as to whether or not He will change them. 

There is a wonderful freedom in really believing God when He says, "Cast all of your care on me .. . I care 
for you." As long as you understand that your expectations are held carefully in the hand of one who cares 
for you with an everlasting love, then you can accept your limitations, the failings of your loved ones, and 
the disappointment of frustrated plans. 

Remember, "Once you have accepted the blow; you're free" - free to go on to new endeavors that may 
turn out better than you ever dreamed possible. That's my prayer today for you. 
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Jan Silvious 
From The 5-Minute Devotional 

61·owth In Jesus 

SIGHT AND BLINDNESS 
A STUDY OF JOHN 9 

Lesson Five 
The Uses & 'Limitations of Logic 

Oohn 9: 10-12) 

"How then were your eyes opened?" they 
demanded. He replied, "The man they call Jesus 
made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told 
me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and 
washed, and then I could see.• "Where is this 
man?" they asked him. "I don't know,• he said. 
(John 9: 10-12) 

Having been miraculously healed of his 
blindness, the former beggar finds his neighbors 
more interested in debating about his identity 
than in rejoicing with him over his gift of sight. 
Now, the onlookers move from skepticism to 
interrogation, trying to determine some details 
that might help them reason out what has 
happened. Their approach to the situation is 
quite typical of the ways that most humans try to 
approach spiritual matters. They use what 
humans usually consider to be logic, but cannot 
arrive at a satisfactory conclusion, because they 
are not willing to accept some important spiritual 
premises. The apparent "contradictions" that 
skeptics find lie not with God or Christianity, but 
with the faulty', fleshly forms of logic to which 
they are accustomed. 

In this case, the neighbors are baffled as to what 
happened because they can only admit a limited 
number of possibilities. Some could not accept 
the possibility that a blind man could gain his 
sight, so they· looked for evidence that this was 
simply not the same man. Others thought that, if 
he did gain his sight somehow, the explanation 

would have to lie somewhere in the sequence of 
events and instructions that led up to the change. 
So they question the man closely, in an attempt 
to figure out what the secret was, never seeing 
that the power was found not in the actions or 
words involved, but in the man - or rather, · the 

1 Son of Man - who initiated it all. Becau.se they 
Were fixated on the physical process, they did 
not and could not see the light. If only they had 
stopped to consider that such a change could 
only come from the living God, they might have 
seen much more clearly. 
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This simple incident illustrates why spiritual facts 
and truths are so hard for us to understand. 
Logic and knowledge are both very ,useful - after 
all, our brains are a gift from God - but they also 
have limitations, and especially so when it 
comes to the search for God. God provides us 
with a great deal of factual information, but it is 
designed to produce faith in God, not faith in our 
own reasoning. The many testimonies that he 
has left us were not meant to be analyzed into 
the ground,-but were meant to inspire us to look 
upwards. There are many otherwise reasonable 
questions that cannot be answered properly 
unless we adjust our spiritual eyesight and take 
into account the majesty, immortality, and 
omnipresence of God. When we do not do this, 
we become like the blind man's neighbors, 
sifting through minute detail but missing the 
amazing facts that are right in front of us. 
Therefore, the truly wise mind does process 
logicafly the facts that God has revealed to us, 
but then realizes the higher, spiritual truths to 
which these facts point us. The discerning mind 
then takes these spiritual truths into account 
whenever attempting to reason through the 
difficult questions that seem, by human 
standards, to be unanswerable. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
We need: Jelly; pancake mix, syrup, apple 
sauce, p-nut butter, soup, jel.lo. 

SYATP 
The countdown for "See You At The Pole" has 
begun! Please plan to be praying at a school 
flag pole near you 7:00 a.m. Wednesday Sep
tember 18th. Details coming soon. 

Northland Family Picnic 
Remember to plan for the Northland Fam'ily 
Picnic on Saturday, September 21st, at the 
Blendon Woods Metro Park, Hickory Grove 
Area. All the Northland family will be there, 
and we have invited the Gennessee Road con
gregation to share with us this fellowship. 
Please bring a dish for two families and remem
ber to sign up in the foyer to bring hotdogs·or 
hamburger b1,ms. The picnic will begin at 5:00 
p.m. and last until 10 p.m. Games for all ages 
wi 11 be provided. 

New Small Group 
The Arnolds and Pings are beginhi'ng a new 
small group that will meet every two weeks on 
Friday evening at ·7:00 p.m. This study w'ill ro
tate quarterly among members to reach out to 
as many neighborhoods as possible. Plans are 
to begin on September 13th. If you would like 
to Join see Brian or Paul. . 

Mark Your Calendars 
Northland Family Banquet, Sunday evening, 
November 10th at 6.:00 p.m. 
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Calendar 

S~ptemb.er 
SO's Plus "·Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
See You At The Pole 
Men's Breakfast 8:00 a.m. In The Annex 
Northland Family Picnic, 5-1 O p.m. 
At Blendon Woods Hickory Grove 
Services At Franklin County 
Correction Center 
Area Wide Evening Worship 

Food Pantry 
The Northland food pantry is in need of a fax 
machine. If you know of or have one you don't 
need or use, please see Jack Mauersberg or , 
Lynn Champney. 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Warren 
Coate and family at the death of his mother, 
Helen. The funeral was Monday. 

Men's Breakfast 
All men, young and old, of the congregation are, 
reminded of the next men's breakfast in the an-1 
nex on Saturday September 21st, at 8:00 a.m. , 
Bring breakfast type food to share. 

Contributions 
Last Week $7309 IAvgYTD $5631 

Russia $227 I Avg YTD $282 

Youth Min. $375 I Avg YTD $223 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30am 
IO:JO am 
5:30 Pm 
7:00 ptn 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Br:ian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chiyington, Darrell Estep, Jack}!;vans; MjkeEvans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl MoMasters, Mark Morris 
Evang~ists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Nortldand Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The. Wolves Inside 
No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached 
to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize. 1 Corinthians 
9:27 

The Holy Spirit's teaching of "self-control" in the life of the Apostle 
Paul can be further illustrated in the following story: 

An old grandfather counseled his grandson who was angry at a friend 
who had done him an injustice. 

"Let me tell you a story. I too, at times have felt a great hate for those 
who have taken so much with no sorrow for what they do; but hate 

ears you down and does not hurt your enemy. It is like taking a poi-
son and wishing your enemy would die. I have struggled with these 
feelings many times." 

He continu~d, "It is as if there are two wolves inside me; one is good 
and does no harm. He lives in harmony with all those around him and 
does not take offense when ho offense was intended. He will only fight 
when it is right to so, and in the right way. But...the other wolf ... ah! 

"The littlest thing will send him into a fit of.anger. He fights everyone, 
all of the time, for no reason. He cannot think because his anger and 
hate are so great. It is helpless anger, for his anger will change nothing. 

e ;i "Sometimes it is hard to live with these two wolves inside me, for both 
~ of them try to dominate my spirit." 
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The boy looked intently into his grandfather's eyes and asked, "Which 
one wins Grandfather?" 

The grandfather smiled and quietly said, "The one I feed!" 

Brethren, let's make certain that we "feed" (spiritually speaking) the 
"right" wolf within each of us. 

- Mike Riley, Verse A Week Club 



Ser11ing 6od 

THAT YOU MAY GAIN CHRIST 

There lived a man who had been living for things that seemed to be very commendable: a righteous life, 
obedience to a very demanding religious law, and the defense of the religion of his fathers. But one day, Saul of 
Tarsus (whose name was later changed to Paul) met Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and on that day his values 
changed (see Acts 9:1-31). When Saul evaluated · his life, he discovered that apart from Jesus Christ, everythin_g 
he lived for was only rubbish. He wrote: "But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 
Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ" (Philippians 3:7-8). 

The fqllowing are three ways in which 11 ga,ining Christ" changed his life: 

By gaining Christ, we have the forgiveness of our past. Paul said that he was able to "forget those things which 
are behind" (Philippians 3:13). Paul had a sordid past for which he needed and received forgiveness when he 
obeyed the Gospel. When we gain Christ, we also receive forgiveness for the sins of our past! We gain Christ 
by accepting His offer of salvation on His terms. When a person obeys the Gospel through faith (Acts 16:30), 
repentance (Acts 17:30-31 ), confession (Romans 10:9-10), and baptism for the forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38), his 
or her past is forgiven. One who has gained Christ may "forget those things which are behind" (Philippians 
3:13). 

By gaining Christ, we have purpose for the present. "I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus 
has also laid hold of me .. . I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus" (Philippians 3:12, 14). 11 1 press" - carries the idea of intense endeavor. Every day, Paul focused on and 
worked toward his goal. Toward what goal was Paul pressing with s~ch spiritual determination? 

11The prize of the high (upward) calling of God in Christ Jesus"' (Philippians 3: 14). Paul knew that when he 
reached the goal that he would receive the reward. Even so every faithful believer will be crowned when Jesus 
Christ returns. ' 

By gaining Christ, we have hope for the future. Forgetting those things which were behind him, Paul kept 
"reaching forward to those things which are ahead" (Philippians 3:13). "Reaching forward" literally means 
"stretching as in a race. /1 The phrase describes the OJle with eyes for nothing but the goal. It describes the man 
who is giving his all to reach the finish line. Those who do not have Christ are controlled by the past, but the 
one who has gained Christ looks with anticipation toward the future. 

By gaining Christ, Paul gained far more than he lost. .. 

Once he understood the value of this relationship with Christ, he willingly let go of that which he could NOT 
keep - in order to gain that which he could NEVER lose. No wonder he had joy! His life no longer depended 
on the "things"' of the world but on the eternal values found in Christ. 

What are YOU seeking to gain in your life? 
My prayer for you is that among all your ~uccesses and attainm~nts, you will gain Christ, for this is TRULY gain. 
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David A. Sargent 
Church of Christ at Creekwood (Mobile, Alabama) 

Growth In Jesus 

SIGHT AND BLINDNESS 
A STUDY OF JOHN 9 

Lesson Six 
Here Come the Pharisees (John 9:13-15) 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had 
been blind. Now the day on which Jesus had 
made the mud and opened the man's eyes was a 
Sabbath. Therefore the Pharisees also asked him 
how he had received his sight. "He put mud on 
my eyes,• the man replied, "and I washed, and 
now I see.• (John 9: 13-15) 

When the neighbors could not come to a 
satisfactory conclusion as to how the blind man 
had received his sight, they decided to bring him 
.to the Pharisees, the traditional arbiters of what 
was right and wrong, to let them sort it out. The 
Pharisees were always more than happy to make 
themselves judges over any matter in their 
community, and so they eagerly begin to 
question the cured man. In addition, they 
viewed themselves as the enforcers of the many 
Sabbath-day regulations, and since the healing 
had taken place on a Sabbath, this gave them an 
additional interest. And yet, despite being the 
most "religious" members of the community, 
they too miss the most important aspects .of the 
healing. Like the man's neighbors, they have 
the!r own closed, limited forms of logic that keep 
them from seeing the greater truths. 

The Pharisees start by asking exactly the same 
questions of the healed man, calling for the 
details of what Jesus did. Yet their reasons for 
asking are slightly different. Whereas the man's 
neighbors and acquaintances were trying to 
deduce or calculate how the sight-giving process 
had worked, the Pharisees were instead trying to 

determine whether it had been done in a way 
that did not violate their rules or their 
understanding of the law. They were blind in a 
different way than were the man's neighbors, 
and in many respects their blindness was more 
dangerous. Whereas the neighbors simply failed 
to look for the living ·God, and sought to explain 
th in gs in comfortable, tangible terms, the 
Pharisees were actually judging God, by 
comparing what Jesus had done to the rules they 
themselves had made. It is bad to miss or ignore 
God, but much worse to sit in judgment on him. 

Yet before condemning the Pharisees, let us 
think carefully about how easy it is to do just 
that. We can read the gospels and approve of 
everything Jesus did, because we know it is right. 
But when .it comes to our own lives and times, 
we suddenly find it more difficult to place an 
absolute confidence in Jesus and in God. When 
we do not get what we wanted from God, it can 
be all. too easy to complain about the ways that 
God is acting in, our lives. When we find that 
the world does not approve of the things that 
God's Word teaches, we can sometimes be 
drawn into their way of thinking as they sit in 
judgment on God's Word, deciding what is 
socially acceptable and what is not "relevant" to 
the "modern world". Likewise, we can question 
why things happen they way they do ih the 
world, suggesting that we could improve on 
God's methods of dealing with the world's 
problems. All such forms of behavior are 

, dangerous and presumptuous. We lack the 
· knowledge and perspedive even to begin to pass 
judgment on such matters, and it is a great act of 
folly to consider that we, or anyone around us, 
might know better than God. Let us instead trust 
in his will and Word, knowing that he is loving 
and compassionate, all-seeing and all-knowing. 
He knows what is best for each of us, far better 
than we ourselves can ever know. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

:food Pantry 
We·need: Jelly1.pancake mix·, syrup, apple 
sauce~ P"nut butter, ,soup, jello. 

New Small Group 
The Arnolds and Pings are beginning a new 
smal I group that wi 11 meet every two weeks on 
Friday evening at 7:00 p.m. This study will ro
tate quarterly among members to reach out to 

- as many neighborhoods as possible. If you 
would like to join see Brian or Paul. 

Mark Your Calendars 
Northland Family Banquet, Sunday evening, 
November 10th at 6:00 p;m. 

Help Needed 
For singles and any marrieds who are NOT go
ing to the Marriage Retreat-we need your help 
to provide childcare for those going to the re
treat. If you can· help any time during October 
11-13, please sign-up on the list posted on the 
bulletin board. Thank you! 

A Prayer For Strength 
Lord, Be Thou within me, to strengthen me; 
Without me, to keep me; Above me, t9 ,protect 
me; Beneath me, to' uphold me; Before me, to 
direct·me; Behind me, to keep me from stray
ing; Round about me, to defend me. Blessed be 
Thou, 0 Lord, our Father, forever and ever. 

-Lancelot Andrewes (1555-1626) 
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Calendar 

September 
Services At Franklin .County 
Correction Ceriter 
Area Wide Evening Worship 
Services At Franklin County 

I 

October 
50's Plus Meeting 
Deacon's Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
Marriage Retreat · 
SO's Plus Meeting 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Daylight Savings Time Ends 

Food Pantry 
The Northland food pantry is in need of a fax 
machine. If you know of or have one you don't 
need or use, please see Jack Mauersberg or 
Lynn Champney. 

Contributions 
Last Week $5901 AvgYTD $5638 

Russia $152 AvgYTD $279 

Youth Min. $205 AvgYTD $272 

Services 
Sunday Plble Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

· 7:00 pm 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Empty Chair 
Pray without ceasing. (1 Thessalonians 5:17) 

A man's daughter had asked the local minister to come and pray with her father. 
When the minister arrived, he found the man lying in bed with his head propped up on 
two pillows. An empty chair sat beside his bed. 

The minister assumed that the old fellow had been informed of his visit._ •1 guess you 
were expecting me,• he said. 

•No, who are you?" said the fath,er. 

The minister told him his name and then remarked, •1 see the empty chair; I figured 
you knew I was going to show up.• 

•oh yeah, the chair," said the bedrid~en man. •would you mind closing the door?" 

Puzzled, the minister shut the door. •1 have never told anyone this, not even my 
daughter,• said the man. •But all of my life I have never known how to pray. At 
church I used to hear the pastor talk about prayer, but it went right over my head.• 

•1 abahdoned any attempt at prayer," the old man continued, •until one day four years 
ago my best friend said to me, "Johnny, prayer is just a simple matter of having a con
versation with Jesus. Here is what I suggest:• 

"Sit down in a chair; place an empty chair in front of you, and in faith see Jesus on the 
chair. It's not spooky because he promised, 'I'll be with you always.' Then just speak 
to him in the same way you're doing with me right now.• 

•so, I tried it and I've liked it so much that I do it a couple of hours every day. I'm 
careful though. If my daughter saw me talking to an empty chair, she'd either: have a 
nervous breakdown or send me off to the funny farm.• 

,...... The minister was deeply moved by the story and encouraged the old man to continue 
,.... on the journey. Then he prayed with him and returned to the church. Two nights later e the daughter'called to tell the minister that her daddy had died that afternoon. 

::i ;g "Did he die in peace?" he asked. 
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"Yes, when I left the house about two o'clock, he called me over to his bedside, told 
me he loved me and kissed me on the cheek. When I got back from 'the store an hour 
later, I found him gone. 

But there was something strange about his death. Apparently, just before Daddy died, 
he leaned over and rested his hand on the chair beside the bed. What do you make of 
that?" 

The minister just smiled and wiped a tear from his eye. 
Verse A Week Club 



Ser11ing God 

LIVE SOBERLY 

Denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly and righteously and godly in this 
present world. (Titus 2: 12) 

To live soberly is to discharge the duty one owes to himself. He is not to give way to appetites, 
passions, and lusts, but to so live that by a moderate use of his faculties he will develop them to 
the highest point of strength and activity. He must do his duty to himself before he can do his 
duty to others. He' who does not live soberly cannot live righteously. He cannot do his duty to 
his fellow man until he discharges those he owes to himself. A drunken man cannot do his duty 
to his wife, to his children, to his neighbors, to his God; but the man who properly controls 
himself can discharge his duty to all others. · 

To live righteously is faithfully to discharge our duty to our fellow men in all the relations of life. 

To live godly is to discharge our duties to God. The obligation and duties we owe in these 
several relations interweave into and overlap each other. They depend upon each other, yet they 
are distinct and cover man's whole duty. 

In the physical world God has ordained that men shall live by food and exercise. The soul takes 
food in approaching God in worship, which consists in the earnest and devout study of God's 

·word, in prayer, songs of praise to God, and in continuing "stedfastly in the apostles' teaching 
and fellowship, in the breaking of brad and the prayers." (Acts 2:42.) This food gives no strength 
without it is assimilated to the wants of the spiritual works which consists in restraining our 
appetites and passions within proper bounds, in acting kindly toward all men, in showing 
kindness to those in need, and in actively carrying the word of life to all in darkness. The doing 
of this spiritual labor in turn gives appetite for earnest and true worship and enables the soul to 
appreciate its benefits. The best preparation the child ever receives for profitable attendance on 
the Lord's-day service is attained through fidelity in discharging the duties they owe to their 
fellow men and to God through the week. It enables them to live soberly, righteously, and godly. 
As in this world, so in the spiritual world, food gives strengtH to labor, labor gives appetite for 
food, and assimilates the food received to the nourishment and growth of'the spiritual body. 
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Dayid Lipscomb 
From "Commentary On The Epistle To Titus" 

L·~_."7-'-.=:9"·¥"'· .. ~r,s·~~·~~ 

61·owth In Jesus 

SIGHT AND BLINDNESS 
A STUDY OF JOHN 9 

Lesson Seven 
Is It From God? (j'ohn 9:16) 

Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from 
God, for he does not keep the Sabbath ." _But 
others asked, "How can a sinner do such 
miraculous signs?" So they were divided. (John 
9:16) 

After zealously questioning the blind man about 
- his healing, and also applying their rules about 
the Sabbath, the Pharisees feel that they can now 
draw their conclusions about the matter. Most of 
them are not even interested in the healing itself, 
because they are too fixated on their own rules 
and habits. They are completely pre-occupied 
with whether or not the things that Jesus and the 
blind man had done were in accordance with the 
rules they had established. They are asking 
themselves a worthwhile question, but using the 
wrong ·criteria in their search for an answer. 

The implied question of whether the healing 
came from God is in itself a legitimate question,. 
In any era, counterfeit 'miracles' can deceive the 
unwary, and there are always those who claim to 
speak for God in telling us what to think or do. 
Everyone who seeks God must determine how we 
can know when God is speaking, realizing that 
God's ways of communicating with us are not 
those we usually use with one another. We 
certainly want to avoid the mistake of thinking 
that God is sayirg something to us, when we are 
really just hearing what we want to •hear, or rather 
what our flesh wants to hear. Then too, God's 
means of communicating are not the crass, 
obvious ways that the world uses to impress its 
messages and values on our minds, and so if we 
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are not attentive, we can miss what he truly is 
saying. 

Y~t, listening to God does not have to be obscure 
or mysterious. For he has given us in his Word 
everything we need to know his will for us. The 
Scriptures leave unanswered some questions that 
our flesh considers to be important, but they 
anticipate and address all of the key points that 
we need to understand in order to know, serve, 
and worship God. If the Pharisees here had 
compared what Jesus was doing to the Scriptures, 
they would have a much easier time coming to 
the right conclusion. Their Scriptures (our Old 
Testament) foretold in detail Jesus' coming, 
ministry, and purpose, so that discerning believers 
were able to see in him the fulfillment of all the 
promises made to God's people over the years. 
But instead, the Pharisees evaluated Jesus' actions 
and teachings not by God's Word, but by their 
own rules and practices. 

We sometimes make this same mistake ourselves. 
When, we want to know whether something 
comes from God - whether a teaching, an 
opportu.nity, an idea, or anything else - the first 
question to ask is always whether it is in harmony 
with God's Word. Too often, humans instead 
consider whether something is pleasing 'or 
entertaining or popular - this leads at best to 
confusion, and at worst to rationalizations for 
whatever the flesh wants to believe. To b~ sure, 
even when we keep ourselves firmly grounded in 
the teachings of Scripture, there will be many 
questions that are difficult for us. But this is 
simply because we are weak in our natural selves, 
and because we have a limited, mortal 
perspective on spiritual matters. Nevertheless, 
there is no question of importance that is not 
easier to understand and answer if we remind 
ourselves always to look at it first and foremost 
through God's truth, not our own standards. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
We need: Jelly, pancake mix, syrup, apple 

sauce, p-nut butter, soup, jello, rice. 

New Small Group 
The Arnolds and Pings are beginning a new 
small group that will meet every two weeks on 
Friday evening at 7:00 p.m. This study will 
rotate quarterly among members to reach out 
to as many neighborhoods as possible. If you 
would like to,join see Brian or Paul. 

Mark Your Calendars 
Northland Family Banquet, Sunday evening, 
November 1 Oth at 6:00 p.m. 

Help Needed 
For singles and any marrieds who are NOT go
ing to the Marriage Retreat-we need your help 
to provide childcare for those going to the re
treat. If you can help any time during October 
11-13, please sign-up on the list posted on the 
bulletin board. Thank you! 

Thank You 
We thank you for the flowers and we thank all 
the peopl~ from. the Northland C~urch of Chr.ist 
that came to the visitation of my mother and 
we thank those that came to the funeral as well 
and we thank all the people that came to 
church afterward for a meal. With love from 
our family. Warren Coate 
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Calendar 

September· 
Area Wide Evening Worship 

October 
SO's Plus Meeting 
Deacon's Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
Marriage . Retreat 
SO's Plus Meeting 
SO'S Plus "Eat' Out Sunday" 
Daylight Savir.igs Time Ends 

, Wedding 
Shannon and Kim cordially invite you to come 
to their wedding on Saturday, October 5th, 
2002 at 2:30 p.m. A sign-up sheet and 
invitation are on the bulletin board in the foyer. 

Contributions 
Last Week $5917 I Avg YTD $5645 

Russia $152 IAvgYTD $276 

Youth Mih. - $189 I Avg YTD $222 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom B~dt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandcfJurchofohrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, DarreJI Estep, Jac'k Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrenc~, 
John Lindsay, Jack Maueisberg, Beryl M.cMasters, MarkMorris 
Evangelists.~ Mike l::lipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland.Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Know Where You're Going 
Th~ following quotations are being posted under the title, "Why 'Sports Scholar
ship' is an Oxymoronn: 

"You guys pair up in groups of three, then line up in a circle." 
-Bill Peterson, Florida State football coach 

"You guys line up alphabetically by height." 
-Bill Peterson, Florida State football coach 

"I'm going to graduate on time, no matter how long it takes." 
-Senior basketball player, University of Pittsburgh 

My favorite spprts quotations, though, come from Yogi Berra: 

Nobody goes to that restaurant any more - it's too crowded~" 

"If people don't want to come out to the ball park, nobody's going to stop 
them/ 

Someone asked Yogi what ·time it was; he said, 11You mean now?'" 

Yogi was asked his philosophy of .life: "When you get, to a fork in the rqad, take 
iV 

"I don't want to make the wrong mistake." 
I 

"You can see a lot by watching.,,. 

"If you don't know where you're going, you'll end up somewhere else." 

;:"' ~ There's actually a lot of truth in some of those statements. Spiritually speaking, 
CD if we don't know where we're going, we truly will end up somewhere else! It's 
§ important to have a goal, and to keep our eyes set on that goal. If we just spend 
Ci our lives drifting spiritually "hoping" that we'll end up where we want to be, 
:S we're just deceiving ourselves. Notice the determination .in Paul's voice: 

~ 
.. Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, for
getting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things 
which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God 

o; in Christ Jesus. Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this 
C'liil mind .. -." (Philippians 3:1J-15) 

I 
.! 
i 

CIJ 

Where are you going.spiritually? If you don't know, you're likely to end up 
somewhere else! 

Alan Smith 



Ser11ing 6od 

LIVING IN GOD'S FULLNESS 

There is something that strikes me about Nehemiah that is so critical to living the NChrist life." It was a simple 
prayer he offered to God at a critical Lime that so caught my eye. It wasn't a long prayer and it wasn't full of 
eloquent words. But, oh, the lesson that is in this prayer. 

'As the book opens, Nehemiah is with the Jewish exiles in Babylon, now controlled by the Medes and the Persians. 
An earlier king, Darius, had given permission in 536 BC to Zerubbabel to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the 
Temple. Ezra returned to Jerusalem in 458 BC, leading a second group of returnees. Now, in 445 BC, Nehemiah 
hears a very sorrowful word about conditions in Jerusalem: "The remnant there in the province who survived the 
captivity are in great distress and reproach, and the wall of Jerusalem is broken d-own and its gates are burned with 
fire" (1 :3). It was this terrible news that utterly broke Nehemiah's heart. He went into a Lime of fasting and prayer, 
and during this time he became solely focused upon Jerusalem. When a believer, through prayer, becomes single
minded ... When he becomes a man of "one thing," a passion focused upon what God has put there, then you can 
depend upon it: something will come of it. 

When God has burdened you to do something, it is the wait for the opportunity that sometimes can be very 
frustrating. Well, the chance will come to fulfill the burden God places within your heart, if. God has placed it 
there. In the meantime, as we wait, we become the man God wants for the hour. The opportunity to do 
something about the needs of the city of Jerusalem would come to Nehemiah. It came in an unexpected way: 
Nehemiah was the king's cup-bearer, and he had always fulfilled his office with a cheerful countenance. But one 
day his sadness overmastered him, and the king noticed it. "Why is your face sad though you are not sick? This is 
nothing but sadness of hea~" (2:2), the king said. Little did Nehemiah know that the genuine concern he had in his 
heart which had effected his countenance, was the very thing that God was using to create an opportunity for him. 

It came with an unexpected emotion: NThen I was very much afraid." Perhaps this was because Persian kings had 
long had a rule against mourning in their presence. (See Esther 4;1,2) Or perhaps it was simply because he did not 
know how the king would react t6 his burden. Isn't it interesting how we are burdened to do something abo_ut that 
which the Lord has put before us, and then when the opportunity comes, suddenly we are afraid. 

It came with an unexpected question: "What would you requesW We don't know the full story, but the king 
evidently liked Nehemiah. God's people always have a character about them that can melt even the hearts of 
kings. The king now offers Nehemiah the opportunity to tell him of his burden. God is creating the opportunity. 
But, notice an expected response: Before Nehemiah ever responded to the king, between question and answer, he 
had to pray. NThen the king said to me, 'What would you request?' So I prayed to the God of heaven" (2:4). He 
was afraid. He was in the presence of the king. His emotions obviously were running high. But he had to pray. 

His prayer was quick, it was silent. But more than anything, it showed his absolute confidence in God. When 
faced with the biggest opportunity of his life, Nehemiah by simple reflex went to prayer. 

Is prayer your reflex when you are faced with the opportunity to do what your heart has been burdened to do? If it 
is then you won 't have to worry about #missing• God. We must live this way moment by moment, surrendered to 
whatever Christ wants in our lives or we will miss-the _blessing of living in His fullness. 

· Wayne Barber 

2 

Growth In Jesus 

SIGHT AND BLINDNESS 
A STUDY OF JOHN 9 

Lesson Eight · 
What Have You To Say? (John 9:17-19) 

Finally they turned again to the blind man, 
"What have you to say about him? It was your 
eyes he opened." The man repli~d, "He is a 
prophet." The Jews still did not believe that 
he had been blind and had received his sight 
until they sent for the man's parents. "ls this 
your son?" they asked. "Is this the one you say 
was born blind? How is it that now he can 
see?" (John 9: 17-20) 

The Pharise~s could not agree amongst 
themselves about what Jesus had done in 
healing the blind man. This was in large part 
because their own preconceptions led them 
into inconsistent and contradictory reasoning. 
So, they now turn the focus elsewhere, putting 
the responsibility of judgment first back onto 
the cured man and then onto his parents. This 
is an obvious, and indeed a standard, trick of 
those who cannot deal with the implications of 
the truth. Rather than admit their confusion or 
discard their preconceptions, they put others 
in the position of having to make a decision. ' 
They can thus use someone else's opinion 
either as support for what they want to believe, 
or else as an object of attack, depending on 
tbe response. 

The healed man had already twice described 
how Jesus had cured him of blindness, so 
rather than go over the same ground, the 
Pharisees ask him for an opinion about Jesus' 

identity. The former blind man, who gains in 
strength throughout this entire episode, 
indicates clearly that he believes Jesus to be a 
prophet. When this does not help the 
Pharisees' case, they turn instead to his 
parent~. They will of course be able to verify 
his past blindness (see verse 20), but they have 
no way of knowing why or how he can see 
now. They are being put on the spot solely 
because of the Pharisees' own frustration in 
dealing with Jesus. 

It is natural· and sometimes useful for us to 
·want to know the opinions of other persons. 
But as believers in Christ, we must never allow 
human opinion to become a major part of our 
thinking. The perspectives, pe(ceptions, and 
beliefs of humans can be of some use in 
seeking the truth, but they should never carry 
the weight of God's own Word and will. As 
John said, "we accept man's testimony, but 
God's testimony is greater" (1 John 5:9). All 
human thoughts and opinions are prone to 
error, while only God is flawless in what he 
says and teaches; "let God be true, and every 
man a liar" (Romans 3:4). Furthermore, we 
should not use the fact of others' errors as an 
excuse for not seeking God's truth with 
diligence ourselves. God has himself given us 
everything we need to know and to obey the 
truth of the gospel. Those around us can 
occasionally be of valuable assi'stance to us in 

·our search for God, but only because they can 
sometimes point us back on the right path 
when we have wandered from it. While · we 
are on earth, all of us are only seekers of God's 
truth, equally subject to weakness. Let us 
never forget that it is God's testimony that 
should always determine our conclusions and 
decisions. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
We need: Jelly, pancake mix, syrup, apple 
sauce, p-nut butter, soup, jello, canned corn, 
baby food. 

Please Note !! 
The Northland Family Banquet date has 
changed to, Sunday evening, November 17th 

· at 6:00 p.m. 
Bring Your Neighbor Day, November 3rd. 

Help Needed 
For singles and any marrieds who are NOT go
ing to the Marriage Retreat-we need your help 
to provide childcare for those going to the re
treat. If you can help any time during October 
11-13, please sign-up on the list posted on the 
bulletin board. Thank you! 

Boys Bragging 
Three boys in a school yard were bragging 
about their dads ... 

The first boy said "My dad scribbles a 
few words on a piece of paper; he calls it a 
poem, and he gets $50.00" 

The second boy says "That's nothing. 
My dad scribbles a few words on a piece of pa
per; he calls it a song, and he gets $100.00." 

The third boy says, "I got you both 
beat. My dad scribbles a few words on a piece 
of paper; he calls it a sermon, and it takes eight 
people to collect all the money!" -

As Posted in Andy Chapp, The Funnies 
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Calendar 

October 
Deacon's Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
Marriage Retreat 
50's Plus Meeting 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Daylight Savings.Time Ends 

Quotable Quotes 
"I can forgive, but cannot forget" is only an
other way of saying, "I will not forgive." 

Henry Ward Beecher 
"To live in prayer together is to walk in love to-
gether." Margaret Moore Jacobs 
"Unless there is within us that which is above 
us, we shall soon yield to that which is about 
us." Spiros Zodhiates 
"The only things that are improved by breaking 
are the hearts of sinners." 
Our business is to forge through the waters of 
affliction (Is. 43 :2). God's business is to keep 
the waters from overflowing us 

Banner of Truth 
"The thing which makes a church or assembly 
to be noteworthy and exemplary is its focus 
upon eternity." Dan Powers 

Contributions 
last Week $4562 I Avg YTD $5618 

Russia $137 I Avg YTD $272 

Youth Min. $195 IAvgYTD $221 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday-Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep; 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Sign Out Front 

"Woe to the world because of its stumbling blocks! For it is inevita
ble that stumbling blocks come; but woe to that man . through 
whom the stumbling block comes!" (Matthew 18: 7) 

When I was about 8 years old my family drove from Tolar, Texas to 
Anchorage, Alaska. My dad was in the army and we would be living 
in Ft. Richardson. One day on the trip, in the middle of the morn
ing, my mom and dad really wanted a cup of coffee. Wherever we 
were, somewhere up north, the cafes, stores and restaurants were 
few and far between. Finally we stopped at a place with a sign out 
ront and mom and dad walked in, sat at the counter and told the 
ady there that they would like a cup of coffee. The lady kindly 

poured them each a cup of coffee but also politely told them that 
this was her home, not a cafe. The sign 1 out front wasn't hers. But 
they enjoyed a nice visit over a cup of coffee anyway. Talking 
about that embarrassed my mother for the rest of her life. 

What happens when the sign out front doesn't accurately represent 
what's inside? None of us live flawless lives, either before or after 
becoming a Christian. But the Bible makes clear that a child of God 

~ is to live a life that is noticeably different from th_at of the world_. If 
~ we dare take the name "Christian" we'd better be careful to be what 
~ the name says we are - followers of Christ. This affects how we treat 
:::i the poor (James 2:1-7), live our lives at home (1Timothy5:14; Titus 

<:_ 2:5), live our lives at work (1 Timothy 6:1) and just live our lives in 
~ general (Titus 2:6-8). 
Q) 

~ 
~ 

Someone has said, "You may be the only Bible some people ever 
read." Unbelievers need to know more of God than they can every 
hope to see in your life or in mine. But may we be living such lives 
that they open the door for the gospel and give the message credibil

C'f ity. When you wear the name "Christian", does the sign out front ac
e;:, 
c;:, curately represent what's really there? 
C'f 
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.! .s 
CJ 
0 

- Brad Fry, Verse A Week Club 



Se1·iing 6od 

JOIN THE PARADE 

Second Corinthians, a book I have both studied and taught, is one of my favorites because of the personal 
insight the Apostle Paul gives us into his own feelings and struggl.es. 

In this letter, he is writing to a group of people who have been led astray by false teachers. They have 
questioned Paul's authority and motives and have caused him no small amount of anguish, yet he 
continues to love them deeply. In fact, at one point, he writes, "The less that I be loved, the more that I 
love." What a sad, sad commentary from a man who knew the Lord intimately and loved his brothers and 
sisters in Christ. 

We also glimpse another aspect of Paul's nature, one that we don't see anywhere else in the Bible -
depression. "Now when I went to Troas .to preach the gospel of Christ and found that the Lord had 
opened a door for me, I still had no peace of mind, because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I said 
good-by to them and went to Macedonia. But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal 
procession in Christ and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of Him" (2 Cor. 
2:12-14). 

Paul was not only a man who preached the truth but also lived by it. He demonstrates to the Corinthians 
the way to deal with that panicky feeling. While he confesses that he is too upset to stay in Troas, he gives 
thanks to God and moves on to Macedonia. 

In his letter to the Philippians, Paul writes, "Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice/ ... The 
Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus ... Whatever you have learned or received or heard 
from me, or seen in me - put into practice. And the God of peace will be with you" (4:4-7,9). 

Paul's three-fold plan for overcoming depression and panic is as effective for believers in modern~day 
America as it was for first-century Christians in Corinth and Philippi. When you are discouraged, when 
things haven't worked out and you don't know what to do next, even when you can't locate someone you 
love, peace is possible if you: 

1. Rejoice! Be thankful that God is in control. 
2. Confess your feelings, holding nothing back' from Him. 
3. Take action. Do something constructive. 

You may not know what is going on, but God does. He is in control and will not concede His position. 
Join the parade - the "triumphal procession in Christ." We can celebrate because Jesus has triumphed! 
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Jan Silvious 
From The 5-Minute Devotional 

Growth In Jesus 

SIGHT AND BLINDNESS 
A STUDY OF JOHN 9 

Lesson Nine: Control Through Fear -
A Worldly Tactic Oohn 9:20-23) 

"We know he is our son,• the parents answered, 
"and we know he was born blind. But how he 
can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don't 
know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for 
himself.• His parents said this because they were 
afraid of the Jews, for already the Jews had 
decided that anyone who acknowledged that 
Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the 
synagogue. That was why his parents said, "He 
is of age; ask him.• (John 9:20-'23) 

When questioned by the Pharisees, the former 
blind man had stuck to his story and told nothing 
but the truth. When the Pharisees' could not 
come to a consensus as to what had happened, 
they decided next to interrogate the man's 
parents, thinking that they perhaps would supply 
a fact that could be used as part of a definitive 
judgment. When the parents arrive, they prove 
to be too afraid of the Pharisees' power to take 
any definite stand. While they ·do not prove 
helpful, we can certainly feel some sympathy for 
their position, and at worst they are no different 
from the many millions of humans in any era 
who cannot bring themselves to do what they 
know they should do, solely because they afraid 
of what others will think. 

The Pharisees' use of fear as a control tactic is 
reprehensible, but far from being a quaint feature 
of the ancient world, it is a common tactic found 
in any age. The Phar:isees knew that their 
position gave them power over tbe rest of the 
community, since they could have anyone they 
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disliked ejected from the synagogue. They could 
thus use this power whenever they wished, to 
frighten or intimidate someone into agreeing with 
them or into doing as the Pharisees desired. 
Humans in any era love to have some kind of 
power over others, and when they do, they 
frequently use it in selfish and often destructive 
ways. Whether it is as crude as using a weapon, 
or as subtle as manipulating emotions, it is 
ungodly behavior which Christians should not 
use. 

We want to see others come to obey God, but for 
the right reasons. If we need to appeal ,to their 
fear, it must be their fear of God that makes them 
act, not their fear of us or of our opinions or of 
somefhing we will do. If we need to appeal to 
their desire for happiness or gain, we must help 
them see the spiritual and eternal blessings that 
God offers them, rather than promising them 
worldly treasure in exchange for living as God 
calls them to. This means that we ourselves must 
learn to purify our hearts, our minds, and our 
motives. This is what the Pharisees would not 
do. They were actually right about many things, 
but even when they were right, they would often 
intimidate others into doing the right thing for 
reasons that, from a spiritual perspective, were 
inappropriate. 

We can avoid their mistake if we truly trust God 
and · believe that his Spirit has the power to 
change lives. If we believe this, we relieve 
ourselves of the responsibility of bringing about 
change by our own will and effort. We then will 
not have to be like the Pharisees, who did not 
have any real faith in God, and who thus felt that 
they could only change others through 
intimidation, fear, and guilt. We can instead 
point others towards a wise; loving, and gracious 
God, who has much more powerful means of 
enabling weak humans to walk as he has called 
them to. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
We need: Jelly, pancake mix, syrup, apple 
sauce, p-nut butter, soup, jello, canned corn, 
baby food. 

Please Note !! 
The Northland Family Banquet date has 
changed to, Sunday evening, November 17th 
at 6:00 p.m. 
Bring Your Neighbor Day, November 3rd. · 

Teens 
The teens will be having a bonfire at the Gale's 
on Saturday, October 19th beginning at 4 p.m. 
and ending at 9 p.m. We will have games, 
food and a devotional around the bonfire. 

The teens will be going to "Youth Cruise" at 
Church In The Falls (Cuyahoga Falls) on Satur
day October 26th. This is a one day event and 
costs $10, which includes a light breakfast and 
lunch. Patrick Mead will be speaking and Lost
n-Found will perform. 

God Is In Charge 
God is able to let you rise from bed every 
morning of the week with that blessed thought 
directly or indirectly; "I am in God's charge. 
My God is working out my life for me." 
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Calendar 

October 
Deacon's Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
Marriage Retreat -
50's Plus Meeting 
Teens, Bonfire At The Gales 4-9 p.m. 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Teens "Youth Cruise" In Cuyahoga Falls 
Daylight Savings Time Ends 

Words To Ponder 
We are spared the agony of our Lord's cross but 
are asked to take up our own. 
Getting me into hot water is often God's way of 
keeping me clean. 
You are not tempted because you are evil; you 
are tempted because you are human. 
Every cemetery has its percentage of misers 
who figured if they couldn't take it with them, 
they weren't going. 
Teach me to listen, Lord, when you speak in 
whispers. 
Jesus, like any good fisherman, first catches His 
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fish; then he cleans them. I 

-Bulletin Inserts 
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Contributions 
Last Week $5754 I Avg YTD $5622 

Russia $177 IAvgYTD $270 

Youth Min. $320 I Avg YTD $223 

.Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John :Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Well Done! 

I don't know of many words that inspire us and cause us to aspire 
to greater things than the two words, "Well done." All of us long 
to hear words of acceptance, and when they are spoken, we 
cherish those words. 

When I was in sixth grade, I received a test back from one of my 
teachers. At the top of it was my grade, but next to the grade 
were the words, "Super! Steve, you did a great job!" I'm now 
forty years old and I still have that test paper folded up in a 
drawer. Why? Because of the encouragement and praise it of- ' 
'ered. I doubt if Mr. Glass ever thought that such a brief com-
ment ·could mean so much, but it did. 

And here's the point. How long does it take you to say the 
words, "Well done," or "Great job," or "Super?" Not long at all 
does it. While it may take only a second to speak such words, 
those same words may be cherished for a lifetime. Friends, let's 
not get lazy. With so little effort we can accomplish so much. 

; "Pursue the things that make for peace and whereby we might 
~ edify one another" (Romans 14:19). 
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"Let us there[ ore make every effort 
to do what leads to peace and to 

mutual edification. " 
Romans 14:19 



SerJ1ing 6od 

THE LAST DAY OF YOUR LIFE 

The following quotes are reported to come from an actual newspaper contest where entrants ages 4 to 15 were asked 
to imitate "!Jeep Thoughts by. Jack Handey": 

Give me the strength to change the things I can, the grace to accept the things I cannot, and a great big bag of 
money, -Age 13 ' · 

It sure would be nice if we got a day off for ~he president's birthday, like they do for the queen's. Of course, then we 
would have a lot of peqple voting for a candidate born on July 3 or December 26, just for the long weekends. -Age 8 

For centuries, people thought the moon was made of green cheese. Then the astronauts found that the moon is really a 
big hard rock. That's what happens to cheese when you leave it out. -Age 6 

As you make your way through this hectic world of ours, set aside a few minutes each day. At the end of the year, 
you'll have a couple of days saved up. -Age 7 · 

Often, when I am reading a good book, I stop and thank my teacher. That is, I used to, until she. got an unlisted 
number. -Age 15 

The only stupid question is the one that is never asked, except maybe "Don't you think it is about time you audited my 
return?" or "Isn't it morally wrong to give me a warning when, in fact, I was speeding?" -Age 15 

If we could just get everyone to close their eyes and visualize world peace for an hour, imagine how serene and quiet 
it would be until the looting started. -Age 15 

I believe you should live each day as if it is your last, which is why I don't have any clean laundry because, come on, 
who wants to wash clothes on the last day of their life? -Age 15 

Who can argue with that last statement? But it raises an interesting question . . If you knew (with full certainty) that this 
would be your last day on this earth, how would you live it? Would you spend the day in Bible study and prayer? 
Talking with people a.bout Christ? Relaxing with your family? Or would you spend it washing clothes, cleaning the 
house, going to work and doing all the "mundane" things that you do every day? 

We are told to "watch" at all times, knowing that the second coming of Christ will be as unexpected as a "thief in the 
night" (I Thess 5:1-6). It could be within the next few hours! And since r.10ne of us are promised a certain number of 
years, this may well be our last day of life on this earth. So how should that affect the way we live? 

If we really believed that, it would cause us to rearrange our priorities. It would cause us to ask ourselves, "Is what I am 
doing important from an eternal viewpoint?" Mundane tasks such as washing our clothes remain necessary, but we all 
find ourselves spending much of our time doing things that seem to be important at the moment (from an earthly 
perspective), but which have no eternal significance. 

"Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober ...... For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to 
obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together 
with Him. Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are doing." (1 Thess. 5:6,9-11) 

-Alan Smith, . White House (Tennessee) Church of Chr(st 
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6rowth In Jesus 

SIGHT AND BLINDNESS 
A STUDY OF JOHN 9 

Lesson Ten 
One Thing I Know (John 9:24-25) 

A second time they summoned the man who 
had been' blind. "Give glory to God,• they said. 
"We know this man is a sinner.• He replied, 
"Whether he is a sinner or not, I don't know. 
One thing I do know. I was blind but now I 
see!" (John 9:24-25) 

With the blind man's parents proving too 
frightened either to offer any usable testimony 
or to offer any support for their son, the 
Pharisees decide to try again with the healed 
man. In this exchange, one of the key themes 
of this chapter is brought' out. This uneducated 
beggar holQs fast . to the truth with increasing 
confidence, even in the face of badgering, 
threats, and intimidation, and even when he is 
alone in speaking the truth. His encounter with 
Jesus has not only left him able to see 
physically; but w~ begin to notice now that he 
has developed spiritual sight as well. On the 
qther hand, his questioners are considered 
pillars of the community, but they become 
increasingly petty and desperate. Not able to 
get the answers they want, they will soon 
choose simply to ignore the facts entirely, thus 
making themselves spiritually blind by their 
hardness. 

While this group of Pharisees was at one point 
divided amongst themselves as to whether Jesus 
had acted correctly or not, from here on in they 
seem . to act in unison, without any dissent. 
Feeling frustration at the unaccustomed lack of 
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cooperation from their witness, they begin_ to 
hound him by asking the same questions 
repeatedly, hoping that. he will yield to 
numbers and intimidation. More and more, 
they begin to look not like up.right servants of 
God, but rather like small-minded busybodies 
without humility or self-control. Their 
seemingly imposing outward image of 
godliness began to crumble, simply because an 
insignificant in.dividual declined to tell them 
what they wanted to hear. So too, in the pagan 
world around us there are a lot of persons and 
groups who put forth the irnage of strength, but 
who can only maintain it by intimidating or 
manipulating others into acknowledging their 
self-assumed status. If we, who are believers in 
the eternal God, are simply willing to point out 
that the world's standards of truth and behavior 
are hopelessly · wrong, we can often expose 
their weakness and bring to light the 
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bankruptcy of worldly wisdom and worldly 
perspectives, far more easily than we might 
have expected. ' 

But this means we must maintain our beliefs in 
the proper way, as this man does here. He 
shows no actual disrespect for the Pharisees, 
but simply and calmly speaks the truth, giving 
them a chance to hear and believe. That they 
saw him as troublesome and uncooperative was 
due to their own weakness and sin, not due to 
any mistake that the blind man himself had 
made. If the world becomes an.gry or frustrated 
with us, in itself this does not mean 'that we 
have done anything wrong. If we have made 
our best answer to speak "with gentleness and 
respect, keeping a clear conscience" (1 Peter 
3:15~16), we can then stand firm in our 
understanding of the truth, and can resist the 
world's attempts to bully us or to sway us with 
emotion. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information Calendar 

Food Pantry October 
We need: pancake mix, syrup, apple sauce, 20 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 

sugarless jello and pudding, baby food, 26 Teens "Youth Cruise" In Cuyahoga Falls 
cereal (hot and cold). 27 Daylight Savings Time Ends 

Please Note !! November 
Bring Your Neighbor Day, November 3rd. 3 Bring Your Neighbor Day 

6 SO's Plus Meeting 
Northland Family Banquet - The banquet is 9 Leadership Meeting 
scheduled for November 17th at 5:30 p.m. I 10 Services At Willow Brook 

Please mark your calendars and make plans to 17 Northland Family Banquet (5:30 p.m.) 

attend. 17 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 SO's Plus Meeting 

Help Needed-we need teens or adults to help 22-23 Belpre Youth Rally 

with child care during the "Northland Family 24 Harvest Sunday 

Banquet." If you can help, please contact Brian 27 No P.M . Classes (Devo In Auditorium) 

Arnold as soon as possible. 28 Thanksgiving 

Talent Needed-If you would like to be a part I 

of the entertainment at the "Northland Family 
Banquet" this year, please see Lora Bradley or 
Don Milnor. 

Teens 
The teens will be going to "Youth Cruise" at 
Church In The Falls (Cuyahoga Falls) on Satur-
day October 26th. This is a one day event and ' 
costs $10, which includes a light breakfast and Contributions 
lunch. Patrick Mead will be speaking and Lost- Last Week $4084 AvgYTD $5585 
n-Found will perform. 

Russia $157 Avg YTD $267 

Youth Min. $195 AvgYTD $223 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chiv~gton, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Mak·e Time 

Make time to think - it is the source of power. 

Make time to play - it is the key to freedom and relaxation. 

Make time to work - it is the price of success. 

Make time to read - it is the gateway to knowledge. 

Make time to help and enjoy friends - it is the road to happiness. 

Make time to love--: if you don't, it will fade away. 

ake time to dream - it is the hitching your wagon to a star. 

Make time to laugh - it is the music of the soul. 

Make time to pray - it will lighten life's load. 
' 

Make time to worship - it washes the dust of the earth from our eyes. 

Make time to be alone with God - it is life's only lasting investment. 

,f 

Austin Avenue Church of Christ Newsletter 

"Be still, and know that I am God; I 
wUl be exalted among the nations, I 

wi.ll be exalted in the earth." 
Psalm 46:10 



Ser11ing 6od 
WILL A MAN ROB GOD? 

In Malachi 3:8 an interesting question is asked, "Will a man rob God?" Throughout the Bible God is portrayed as 
needing nothing. Even our worship and service to Him are for aur own good and the good of others. As far as 
God Himself, He can get along just fine, even'without out obedience to Him. Then what is the importance of the 
question? Can man really rob God? If we can rob Him, does our robbing affect Him in any way? The answer to 
those questions is yes. According to the verse in Malachi, we can rob God in our giving, but I have some other 
observations as to how our robbing God can affect his dealing with us. · 

1. We can rob God of the opportunity of blessing us. The fact that God loves to bless His children is well 
established in both the Old and New Testaments. In Deuteronomy 28, there is instruction that one is 
blessed for obeying God and cursed for disobeying Him. I am convinced that the Bible teaches that 
Christians enjoy blessings that others do not. Even though the rain falls on the just and the unjust 
(Matthew 5:45), there are other blessings that only Christians can receive. (Ephesians 1 :3). 

2. We can rob God of the opportunity to help us grow spiritually. I Peter 2:2 tells us to desire to grow. 2 
Corinthians 9:8 teaches that God is able to make us abound in every good work. However, if one 
deprives God of the commitment of his heart, then God is unable to make him grow in Christ. We must 
all learn to obey him in such a way as not to rob God of the opportunity to help us grow spiritually. 

3. We can rob God of the opportunity of using our good example. Matthew 5: 13-14 teaches us that we 
are the light and the salt of t,he earth. If we hide our light, then the world cannot see and cannot glorify 
God. The apostle Paul explained the Gospel had been put in earthen vessels, meaning in us. (2 
Corinthians 4:7) Therefore, every child of God must live in such a way as to reflect the light of Christ or 
rob God of the opportunity of using us to His glory. 

4. We can rob God of the opportunity of multiplying our efforts. In Matthew 28: 18-20 Jesus told His 
disciples how to make more disciples. It is our duty to preach the Gospel to every creature in the entire 
world. 

If each Christian would convert one person each year, the world would soon be converted. If we rob 
God of our dedicated lives, then he cannot multiply our efforts. It is tragic that there will be souls lost for 
eternity because God's children robbed Him of their time, wor~, and money in saving souls. 

5. We can rob God of the opportunity to make us good stewards of His treasure He has entrusted in our 
hands. In 2 Corinthians 9:6-9 the Bible teaches that if a Christian gives of his money as he should, God 
can make that grace abound meaning, as verse 11 states, NYou will be made rich in every way so that 
you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to 
God." The Bible teaches much on the subject of money, and the Christian will do well to learn what 
God expects him to do with his money and receive the blessing of God in this area of Christian living. 
For one to doles is to rob God of the opportunity to bless his stewardship. 

CONCLUSION: Perhaps by looking at these observations, we can better appreciate the question God asked 
in Malachi 3:8, NWill a man rob God?w and know some things we can do so God will not have this charge 
against us. Arvil Hill 
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6rowth In Jesus 

SIGHT AND BLINDNESS 
A STUDY OF JOHN 9 

Lesson Eleven 
Hearing It All Again (John 9:26-27) 

Then they asked him, "What did he do to you? 
How did he open your eyes?" He answered, 
"/ have told you already and you did not 
listen. Why do you want to hear· it again? Do 
you want to become his disciples, too?" (John 
9:26-27) 

The Pharisees are having a tough time. What 
they probably had hoped would be a simple 
case of Sabbath-breaking, a case which would 
have allowed them to exert their authority and 
to feed their 'sense of self-importance, has 
turned into a real test of their patience and 
perspective. This formerly blind man will not 
deviate from his statement that Jesus has 
opened his eyes. And while no one is coming 
to his defense, neither can they find any 
witnesses or evidence that might refute his 
inconvenient claim. So, with no real weapons 
avai I able to them, they go back to the 
beginning and question him all over again, 
hoping desperately that somehow he can be 
tripped up or can be persuaded to change his 
story. 

This behavior of the ·Pharisees is so mu.ch like 
the ways that the war.Id usually treats those 
who sincerely want to follow Christ. They can 1 

listen to the same basic and important facts · 
over and over again, without paying any 
attention to anything that they do not wish to 
hear. Indeed, many unbelievers will only 
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listen to believers speak about the gospel if it is 
in the hope or expectation of trying to catch us 
in an inconsistency, or if they plan to ridicule 
what we say, or if they simply hope that by 
badgering us they can force us to back down 
from our stated beliefs. Just I ike the Pharisees 
here, they usually have no intention of being 
open-minded enough actually to listen to the 
truth. But this must not intimidate us, because 
Jesus warned us about the hardness of mind· 
and heart that we would encounter, and he _ 
also exhorted us to proclaim the .truth anyway. 

Not only so, but we must also be on our guard 
so that we do not fall into the same bad habit , 
of the Pharisees. They had become certain 
that they had nothing more to learn, and so if 
anyone ever disagreed with them, they 
automatically made the assumption that the 
other party was wrong, and often they 
assumed that the other party was not even 
from God. This dangerous attitude caused 
them to fail to recognize the Son of God, even 
when he walked among them day after day. 
That generation received the extraordinary 
blessing of having their Christ, their Messiah, 
living physically in their midst, but because he ' 
did not follow all of their rules, they couldn't 
see who he was. We also have been given ' 
-abundant evidence of God's presence, God's 
love, and God's will. Let us not make him 
repeat him.self over and over again without 
listening. Let us pay attention the first time 
that we hear his voice, so that we may live in 
humble and joyful obedience to him. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Fa1ni/y Information 

Food Pantry 
We need: pancake-mix, syrup, apple sauce, 

sugarless jello and pudding, baby food, 
cereal {hot and cold). 

Parking Lot Resealed 
One half of the parking lot will be resealed 
next Wednesday {October 30th) in the morn
ing. The sealant requires 48 hours to dry. The 
second half of the parking lot will be resealed 
next Friday. Please be aware of this and be 
careful where you park next Wednesday when 
you come for services. Remember there is park
ing available behind the annex. 

Bring Your Neighbor Day 
Plans are underway for another "Bring Your 
Neighbor Day" here at Northland! In addition 
to all your neighbors, friends, relatives, co
workers, please plan to bring: a main dish and 
a dessert or side dish to share. Thank you for all 
your help! 

College Address 
Emily Arnold 
Harding University 
Box 14018 
Searcy Arizona, 72149 

Please Note !! 
Northland Family Banquet - The banquet is 
scheduled for November 17th at 5:30 p.m. 
Please mark your calendars and make plans to 
attend. 

Calendar 

October 
27 Daylight Savings Time Ends 

November 
3 Bring Your Neighbor Day 
6 50's Plus Meeting 
9 Leadership Meeting 
10 Services At Willow Brook 
17 Northland Family Banquet (5:30 p.m.) 
17 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 50's Plus Meeting 
22-23 Belpre Youth Rally 
24 Harvest Sunday 
27 No P.M. Classes {Devo In Auditorium) 
28 Thanksgiving 

New Cards 
Please note that we have 3 -different cards in the 
back of each pew. EncotJrage your children to 
only use the "Scribble Cards" to do their artistic 
work. Use the "Prayer Request" cards for 
prayers and any change of personal informa
tion, and of course the "Guest Registration" 
cards are for our honored "Guests." 

Contributions 
Last Week $5429 I Avg YTD $5581 

Russia $187 I Avg YTD $265 

Youth Min. $125 Avg YTD $220 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark.Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Chu,rch of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Standing By God's Grace 
A pastor was traveling on a bus down a bumpy road. Seated next 
to him was a college student who noticed that the minister was 
reading his Bible. The minister asked, "Are you spiritually ready 
for the temptations you will face in college?" 

"I don't have a problem with temptation," the young man told 
the minister. "I have strong willpower." The minister took a pen
cil from his pocket and said, "I can make this pencil stand up on · 
the cqver of this Bible even though the bus ride is bumpy." 

The young man said, "I'll believe it when I see it. I don't think 
ou can do it." 

"Look, I'm doing it," he replied as the young man watched. 

"Yeah, but you didn't tell me you would hold the pencil up with 
your hand." 

"I didn't have to tell you," the pastor remarked. "Have you ever 
seen a pencil stand up on its qwn without someone holding it? 

~ The minister then let go of the pencil, which instantly fell over. 
~ "The only reason you stand," he continued, "is because God is 
~ holding you up with His hand." 
:::s 

~ If God were to remove His hand of protecting grace, we would 
..... immediately fall into sin. Humility is depending completely on 
E God, realizing that He upholds us by His grace (see. Rom. 5:2) . 
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Kent Crockett, from Making Today Count for Eternity 

"For it is by grace you .. htnJe been saved, 
through faith--and this not from your

selves, it is the gift of God-- not by 
works, so that no one can boast." 

Ephesians 2:8-9 



Se1·14ng 6od 

TODA y -15 NOT YESTERDAY! 

Yesterday great grandmother knew how to wash clothes proper. It began the night before 
by filling the wash boiler. Then, first thing in the morning, she started the fire under it 
·while she was preparing breakfast. When the water was hot she started filling a washtub. 
The boiler was refilled, and to this was added one-half gallon of water taken from the 
back of the stove in which one cake of soap had been dissolved while she was cooking 
breakfast. She saw to it that the fire was rebuilt and kept hot while she washed the 
clothes on a rub-board. Of course, she knew to keep, the white' clothes separate from the 
colored clothes being washed. She used a punching stick to remove clothes from the hot 
water into the clear rinse water. She would rinse well, wring out, and then put them 
through water, to which a little bluing (which could also be used to treat ant bites) had 
been added. Following additional wringing, the clothes were ready to hang outside on 
the line (regardless of the wind, or the cold). THAT WAS YESTERDAY. 

' 

Today is not yesterday. We all know that. Times change (along with our ways of dqing 
things). But truth? Truth remains constant. That's why Jesus is the same yesterday, 
today, and forever. He saved men in the first century, and he saves me today. Their 
Savior is my Savior. He who was worthy of their trust and sacrifice is worthy of mine. 
He who sustained and strengthened them will _do no less for me. 

Immediately following the_ st<:Itement that "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 
and forever," an admonition is given to be loyal to this changeless Christ. Men tend to 
look for that which is new and different, but the Bible says, "Do not be led away by 
diverse and strange teachings" (Hebrews 13:9). Instead of being thus carried away, "it is 
well that the heart be strengthened by grace" which God has bestowed in the gospel. 

The changeless Christ has a changeless message! My responsibility and yours, is to 
"Contend for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints." 

John Gibson, Little Rock, AR 
·. 
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61·owth In Jesus 

SIGHT AND BLINDNESS 
A STUDY OF JOHN 9 

Lesson Twelve 
Choosing Whom to Follow (John 9:28-30) 

Then they hurled insults at him and said, "You 
are this fellow's disciple! We are disciples of 
Moses! We know that God spoke to Moses, but 
as for this fellow, .we don't even know where he 
comes from.• The man answered, "Now that is 
remarkable! You don't know where he comes 
from, yet he opened my eyes.• (John 9:28-30) 

The baffled and frustrated Pharisees have 
exhausted all of their means of persuasion except 
for open attack. Though repeatedly questioned, 
the former blind man never varied from his belief 
in 'Jesus' power to heal, and he never changed 
his story to make his listeners happy. In his 
previous response, he had openly wondered why 
they wanted him to repeat himself over and over 
again, and with a touch of humor he had asked 
them whether they wished to join him as Jesus' 
disciples. Lacking any sense of humor, the 
Pharisees angrily attack him, and also state their 
allegiance as disciples to Moses. It's no 
reflection on Moses - who would surely have 
disowned their blasphemous attitudes towards 
him - but rather is an example of how much 
easier it is to worship something other than God, 
even in the name of God. 

In these verses, we see again the rising and 
falling that Jesus brings about in the lives of those 
who meet him. Even as the blind man continues 
to stand firm in what he knows to be true, and 
places his faith ever m.ore firmly in Jesus, the 
Pharisees become increasingly controlled by 
their anger and insecurity. 1.n their frustration, 

3 

they make a revealing statement, in asserting that 
they are Moses' disciples rather than Christ's. 
They were not, of course, any kind of disciples 
that the humble and godly Moses would have 
wanted to have - Moses was simply a convenient 
slogan or label that they used to justify 
themselves. , If they had. understood Moses, they 
would have accepted Jesus, but their view of 
Moses was restricted to the laws he received 
from God, to the enforcement of those laws, and 
to the endless additional rules that they 
themselves had added in his name. They may 
well have not consciously realized their 
problem, but rather, because they never admitted 
their need to listen or learn, they had become 
hardened and stubborn without ever realizing it. 
The blind man, on the other hand, did not have 
nearly the knowledge that they did, but he made 
better use of what he did know, because he 
made an honest, diligent effort to think about 
what he knew and to draw the right conclusions 
from it. 

Certainly, not everyone in the blind man's 
position would have been strengthened, as he 
was. There is nothing inherently valuable about 
not knowing very much. And there are plenty of 
other persons like him in the Bible who had just 
the same kind of encounter with Jesus, but who 
never allowed that encounter to move their 
hearts and minds to the degree that this man did. 
What is special about him is not his weakness or 
his simplicity or the fact that he was give,n a· 
miracle. What .is special about him is that he 
took note of what God did, and then gave his 
allegiance to God, based on the best knowledge 
available to him. He allowed God to teach him 
rather than relying on human wisdom or human 
authorities. We can and should follow his 
example in this way. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
We need: pancake mix, syrup, apple sauce, 
sugarless jello and pudding, baby food, 
cereal (hot and cold). 

Please· Note!! 
Northland Family Banquet-The banquet is 
scheduled for November 17th at 5:30 p.m. 
Please mark your calendars and make plans to 
attend. 

Please Note 
There was an error in Emily Arnolds address 
Last week, here is her correct address: 
Harding University 
Box 14018 
Searcy Arkansas, 72149 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Wilbur 

Allen and family at the death of his brother, 
Robert Allen. The funeral will be Monday in 
Pennsylvania. 

Hospitalized 
Ruth Nelson had surgery last Tuesday. She is 
in Riverside Hospital, room 7015. She requests 
no visits while she is in the hospital as she will 
be having therapy. Visits would be welcome 
one~ she gets home. 

Congratulations 
Corneshea and Antwon Fudge were baptized 
last Sunday. 

Calendar 

November 
3 Bring Your Neighbor Day 
6 50's Plus Meeting 
9 Leadership Meeting 
10 Services At Willow Brook 
17 , Northland Family Banquet (5:30 p.m.) 
17 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 50's Plus Meettng 
22-23 Belpre Youth Rally 
24 Harvest Sunday 
27 No P.M. Classes (Devo In Auditorium) 
28 Thanksgiving 

New Cards 
Please note that we have 3 different cards in. the 
back of each pew. Encourage your children to' 
only use the "Scribble Cards" to do their artistic 
work. Use the "Prayer Request" cards for 
prayers and any change of personal informa
tion, and of course the "Guest Registration" 
cards are for our honored "Guests." 

Contributions 
Last Week $4408 I Avg YTD $5555 

Russia $132 IAvgYTD $262 

Youth Min. $175 AvgYTD $219 

~ Services Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, . 

Sunday Bible Study 9:30 'am 
Sunday Worship Service t:O:JO am 
Sunday Evening- 5:30 pm 
Wednesday Evening 7:00 pm 

norfhl<1ndchurchofchrist.com 

Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold,, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chlvington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsa¥, Jack MauerSberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Welcome Friends And Neighbors ! 
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May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so that you may abound 

in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Romans 15:13 



Ser11ing God 

CHRIST-CENTERED SELF-ESTEEM 

Self-esteem is a huge concept in the counseling world and the church. Some Christians decry it as sinful, while 
others hold it up as the ultimate spiritual standard. How should we judge? 

Self-esteem has to do with how we value ourselves. Should Christians value themselves? A secular writer, Alice 
Walker, said: MWe all become more beautiful as we are loved, and if you have self-love, then you are always 
beautiful." Most Christians would reject that statement outright. The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 12:3: "For 
through the grace given tome I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to 
think but to think so as to have sound judgment, as Cod has al/o(ted each a measure of faith." T.he teaching 
here seems to indicate that an honest, Christ-centered self-esteem is right ~nd healthy. 

The concept of Christ-esteem has been introdµced by several different Christian writer and counselors. For 
some, anything with the word Nself" in it cannot be a good thing for the followers of Jesus since we are to die to 
self. However, in Galatians 5:23, Paul cites self-control as part of the fruit of the Spirit. 

We all have certain feelings and thoughts about ourselves. Are they accurate? Are they honest? Are they 
complementary to or in contradiction to the Word of God? 

Everyone engages in self-talk. Is it truthful or false? Is it negative or positive? Does the truth of God's Word 
influence it or is our self-talk influenced more by our perceptions, experiences, and opinions of others? 

I pulled out a folder recently from a workshop on self-esteem I had attended. The first page was a list of things 
people iri my small group observed about me. As I remember it, everything had to be positive and affirming. As 
I read those words, I found myself feeling better. 

It is so easy in a negative world to see and feel what is wrong with the world and with us. As Christians, we also 
need to see what is good and right. If we are justified by faith and saved by grace, then we have a standing 
before God that is the basis for real and constant, holy, and truthful self-esteem. God has forgiven us totally so 
we are free to love and serve Him. God loves us perfectly so we can deal with the ups and downs and rejections 
we will encounter along life's way. God has accepted us forever into His family through the new birth in Jesus 
Christ. Now we can allow that position to influence our thinking and build confidence in our place in God's 
family. 

The new self-psychology and many of the hybrids that have sprung from that line of thinking begin and end with 
man. Chris~-centered self-esteem begins with Christ, and through that relationship touches every area of our 
lives. There are times and days we will all feel down, blue, hurt, even unworthy. It is at those precise times that 
we find the source of real self-esteem: our relationship with Christ. 

Self-esteem is important. How we feel and think about ourselves is critical. If we belong to Christ, we must 
remember that we are His children and that is extremely significant. When our position in Christ is our anchor 
and His Word is our source for living, we can experience Christ-centered self-esteem. 

From that position of healthy self-esteem, we tan also more freely love God and others. 
James Rudy Gray 
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6rowth In Jesus 

SIGHT AND BLINDNESS 
A STUDY OF JOHN 9 

Lesson Thirteen: End of the Confrontation 
(John 9:31-34) 

"We know that Cod does not listen to sinners. 
He listens to the godly man who does his will. 
Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a 
man born blind. If this man were not from 
Cod, he could do nothing.• To this they 
replied, "You were steeped in sin at birth; how 
dare you lecture us!" And they threw him out. 
(John 9:31-34) 

Finally, the Pharisees have had enough of this 
beggar who refuses to acknowledge that they 
are the final authorities on all truth. The former 
blind man tries one more time to explain why 
he so confidently believes in Jesus, but they will 
not hear him ou.t any longer. Instead of rational 
discussion, they resort to the crude threat that 
they had been keeping in reserve all along, and 
they throw him out of the synagogue, a fate very 
unpleasant to any Jew at the time. There was, 
of course, very little possibility from the 
beginning that they would ever really listen to 
what he had to say, and they always knew that, 
if he simply refused to conform, they could 
punish him severely. But there was s.till an 
important process of judgment being played 
ciut, and this final development does indeed 
close the case, but not in the way that the 
Pharisees would have thought. 

In the closing exchange between the blind man 
and the Pharisees, it becomes even clearer 
where each of them stands with God. The 
beggar reasons through what has happened to 
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him, and what he knows about God's character, 
and comes to the correct conclusion that Jesus, 
who had healed him, was from God. The 
Pharisees have no logical or theological rebuttal 
to this, but they refuse to accept it all the same. 
Therefore their final words are filled with hate, 
rage, and bitterness, and their final action is to 
impose on the man the harshest punishment 
available to them. 

Of course., this beggar had many things to learn 
about God, and it would be a mistake to take 
his comments out of their context and make 
them say more about God than they really do. 
But we must not let this distract us from his 
example of godly perspective and faith. He has 
no preconceptions, no positions to defend, no 
authority to protect, no hidden agendas to 
pursue. Thus he is able to conduct the entire 
discussion in humilitt, confidence, and 
patience, despite being the target of tactics 
designed to intimidate him and confuse him. 
The Pharisees, on the other hand, gradually 
became controlled by their own emotions, 
because they were never willing to open their 
minds and hearts to God's truth. 

Whenever we find ourselves becoming agitated, 
restless, and frustrated, in the way that the 
Pharisees are here, it is important that we try to 
catch ourselves and think about what we might 
be missing. The frustrated, antagonistic attitude 
of these Pharisees is invariably a warning that 
we have wandered from the perspective that 
God wants us to have. If we can stop ourselves 
before giving in to outright anger and hostility 
the way that the Pharisees did, it is then not too 
difficult, fortunately, for God to put us back on 
track. Once again, a simple beggar provides us 
a far better example to follow than do all the 
supposed leaders of the community. 

- Mark W. Carner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
We ne~:7,pancake mix, syrup, apple sauce, 

sugarless:jello and pudding, baby food, 
cereal (hot and cold), tea, dried beans. 

Please Note !! 
Northland,Family Banquet- The banquet is 
scheduled for November 17th at 5:30 p.m. 
Please mark your calendars and make plans to 
-attend. 

New Directory 
We are working on a new directory for North
land. Please stop by the desk in the foyer to up
date 1) Your family information, 2) Your home 
address, pnone number, 3) You and your 
spouse (if applicable) e-mail address (optional). 
If you have any questions, please see Jack or 
Chip Evans. 

Hospitalized 
Ruth N~lson is in Riverside Hospital, room 
6005. She requests no visits while she is in the 
hospital as she will be having therapy. Visits 
would be welcome once she gets home. 

Sympathy 
Veronica Smith, the 10 year old daughter of Re
,gina ~!Ir.nan Smith and granddaughter of Uleta 
Allman (former members at Northland) died 
Monday. The funeral was Friday. 

Calendar 

November 
10 Servkes At Willow Brook 
17 Northland Family Banquet (5:30 p.m.) 
17 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 50's Plus Meeting 
22-23 Belpre Youth Rally 
24 HaFVest Sunday 
27 No P.M. Classes (Devo In Auditorium) 
28 Thanksgiving 

New Cards 
Please note that we have 3 different cards in the 
back of each pew. Encourage your children to 
only use the "Scribble Cards" to do their artistic 
work. Use the "Prayer Request" cards for 
prayers and any change of personal informa
tion, al'1d of course the "Guest Registration" 
cards are for our honored "Guests." 

Contributions 
Last Week: $3809 I Avg YTD $5516 

Russia $185 I Avg YTD $261 

Youth Min. $190 I Avg YTD $219 

Servj_ces 
Sunday!'lb1e Stildy 
Sunday1Worshlp Sei:vlce 
Sqi:iday .Ev~lng. 
Wednesday Evening 

Elden: Wilbur Allen, To~ Barnhardt, Frank ChappeU, ,Roy ;Estep, 

9:30 am 
'10i30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00pm 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Mike Jiipes, ,Ray Thome, Chai;l.ie 'late$ · -
Deacons: Brian Arnold, WiU Bickle>:, John Bradley, Lynn Cbampney, 
Kevin Chivingtort, Darrell Estep, Jac~E'.;ans, Mike ~vans, Lou Lawrence, 
John l,;indsay, JackMaue~sberg, Beryl ~~Masters; Mark Morris 
Eiiangdlsts: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

l\lorthland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 ___________ ..;..,.,......;_---..J 
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The Worry- mtrt 

u ..• do not worry about your life ... For your heavenly Father knows that 
you need all these things." (Matt. 6:25,32) . 

Our Lord speaks here of that which so often spoils our lives: over
anxiety and concern. 

1. We Need to See the Cause of Worry: u ... do not worry about 
your life, what you will eat or what you will drink nor ... what 
you will put on ... do not worry about tomorrown (vv.25,34). 
The usual causes of worry are natural - food, clothes, health, 
and the future. Like a flood they overwhelm us and we forget 
that God knows our circumstances better than we do. So He 
says, "Don't worry." Rather, NSeek first the kingdom of God 
and ... all these things shall be added to you" (v.33). 

2. 

But the Lord Jesus proceeds with searching words about spiri
tual causes of worry. They are summed up in that phrase, "O 
ye of little faith" (v. 30). The lack of trust in the God of provi
dence, omniscience, and beneficence shows blatant unbelief. 
How unworthy, therefore, to worry! Furthermore, the God of 
power gives strength and enabling for every day. So often we 
are defeated five minutes after we awake in t he morning, in
stead of appropriating our resources for the day . 

We Need to Seek the Cure to Worry: useek first the kingdom 
of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be 
added to you. n (v.33). Any area in our lives over which God is 
not reigning is enemy ground; anci,where God {s dethroned and 
self is enthroned, faith goes out and fear, fretting, and friction 
come in. Jesus says, "Let God's reign and righteousness possess 
you and worry will be expelled." Study carefully Philippians 
4:8,9. 

110 What peace we often forfeit, 
0 what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry, 
Everything to God in prayer!" 

Stephen F. Olford, from "Pulpit Helps" 

Uoseph M. Scriven) 



Ser11ing 6od 
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HOW RUMORS GET STARTED 

The story is told of a colonel who issued the following statement to his executive secretary: 
"Tomorrow evening at approximately 2000 hours Haley's Comet will be visible in this area, an event 
that occurs only once every 75 years. Have the men fall out in fatigues, and I will explain this rare 
phenomenon to them. In case of rain, we will not be able to see anything, so assemble the men in 
the theater and I will show them films of it." 

The executive secretary passecfthe order on to ·the company commander: "By order of the Colonel, 
tomorrow at 2000 hours, Haley's Comet will appear above' the battalion ar.ea. If it rains, fall the men 
out in fatigues, then march to the theater where the rare phenomenon will take place, something 
which happens only once every 75 years." 

The company commander passed the order on to the lieutenant: "By order of the Colonel in fatigues 
at 2000 hours tomorrow evening, the phenomenal Haley's Comet will appear in the theater. In case 
of rain in the battalion area, the Colonel will give another order, something which happens once 
every 75 years." 

I 

The lieutenant told the sergeant: "Tomorrow at 2000 hours, the Colonel in fatigues will appear in the 
theater with the phenomenal Haley's Comet, something that happens every 75 years. If it rains, the 
Colonel will order the comet into the battalion area." 

The sergeant gave the following order to the squad: "When it rains tomorrow at 2000 hours, the 
phenomenal 75-year-old General Haley, accompanied by the Colonel, will drive his Comet through 
the battalion area theater in fatigues." 

Unfortunately, many rumors get started in much the same way. What begins as an innocent statement 
can quickly transform into an ugly lie after being passed along by several "well-meaning" people. 
That's why the scriptures ,warn so strongly about the sin of gossip. 

..,,_ 

"Without wood, a fire will go Otir; anef without g~ssip, quarreling will stop. Just as charccial and wood 
keep a fire going, a quarrelsome person keeps an argument going. The words of a gossip are like tasty 
bits of food; people like to gobble them up." (Proverbs 26:20-22, NCV) 

Father, please forgive me of those fi'mes when I have been so eager to "gobble up" negative 
information about others. May I not be so quick to listen to gossip.' Keep me from the siri of 
spreading gossip, even in the name of "good intentions." In Jesus' name, amen. 

--··~~·~-~- --·-~"- ·--· ~ :.__~ • - I I.~ I '.5, .!''_' Y, ir,:_ .:. , , -i....:: -~· ~ 2 

- Alan Smith. 
White House Church of Christ 

White House, Tennessee 

61·owth /11 Jes11s 

SIGHT AND BLINDNESS 
A STUDY Of·JOHN'9 

Lesson Fourteen 
The Birth & Growth of Belief 

(John 9:35-38) 

Jesus 'heard that they had thrown him out, and 
when he found him, he said, noo you believe 
in the Son of Man?" "Who is he, sir?" the man 
asked. "Tell me so that I may believe in him." 
Jesus said, "You have now se_en him; in fact, 
he is the one speaking with you. n Then the 
man said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped 
him. (John 9:35-38) · 

The beggar's confrontation with the Pharisees 
is over. In their eyes, they had won, because 
they had beaten down what they saw as an 
impertinent challenge to their spiritual 
authority. But the former blind man was the 
spiritual winner, because he held up against 
the worst that they could offer, without 
wavering in what he believed. Now that it is 
al I done with, Jesus seeks out the man who 
had stood up for Jesus' name with such 
determination. Jesus gives him now a blessing 
even greater than that of physic~ht, in that 
he helps the man's newborn fafth to·~grow. 

It is worth noting that this man's encounter 
with Jesus did not end when his sight was 
restored. Many of the persons whom· Jesus 
healed were excited about .the blessing from 
God, and probably most of them were thankful 
to some extent. But only a few of them were 

·moved to seek out Jesus and God more 
closely, when they realized where their 

healing had come from. Jesus knew that there 
was something different in this man, and went 
back to him to teach him more. The man 
humbly admits that he does not know who 
lesus js -or who the Son of Man m~ght be, but 
he humbly and eagerly accepts what Jesus tells 
him. He had already demonstrated that he 
would stick closely to whatever he truly 
believed, and now in a few moments he 
progresses even further in his faith, ,- ~iving 
Jesus his trust and his worship. 

This man understood that there was something 
more important than physical healing, and so 
his interest in Jesus did not end with his eyes 
being physically opened. So too, we can 
progress a great deal in our faith when we 
receive God's blessings, if we remember this 
same lesson. When we receive a blessing 
from God, we ought to step back as this man 
did, and consider the ways that God's 
blessings reveal and display his love, his 
power, his wisdom, and his grace. Now, God 
is going to give us blessing after blessing, 
regardless of whether we fully appreciate tl.iem 
or not. After all, even to outright unbelievers 
he gives many good things, because he cares 
even about those who oppose him. But if we 
can adopt this blind man 's perspective, then 
God's blessings · can multiply even more, 
becau_s~ . we can draw from them . spl,ritual 

· insight in addition to the value of'the b~~in gs 
themselves. There were many blind, lame, or 
ill persons whose lives were blessed for a short 
while after encountering Jesus, but those who 
gained the greatest blessings from him-were 
those who understood that there was much 
more to his ministry than physical healing:· 

- Mark W._ Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
We need: pancake mix, syrup, apple sauce, 

sugarless jello and pudding, cereal (hot and 
cold), tea, dried beans, toothpaste, tooth 
brushes, bisquick. 

New Directory· 
We are working on a new· directory for North
land. Please stop by the desk in the foyer to up
date 1) Your family information, 2) Your home 
address, phone number, 3) You and your 
spouse (if applicable) e-mail address (optional). 
If you have any questions, please see Jack or 
Chip Evans. 

Parent Meeting 
There will be a meeting for all parents of teens 
on November 20th from 7-8 p.m. in the annex.' 
Please come. 

Harvest Sunday 
Harvest Sunday will be November 24th. Every
one is encouraged to bring non-perishable food 
items for Harvest food Baskets. Suggestions are: 
canned goods, cookies, canned meats, pota
toes/onions, candy, crackers, nuts, pastries, 
fruit and canned fruit juices. If you would like 
to contribute toward grocery gift certificates to 
go with the baskets, please see either Lynn 
Champney or Will Bickley. 

17 
17 
20 
20 
22-23 
24 
27 
28 

Calendar 

November 
Northland Family Banquet (5:30 p.m.) 
50's Plus NEat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Teen Parents Meeting, 7-8 in the Annex 
Belpre Youth Rally 
Harvest Sunday 
No P.M. Classes (Devo In Auditorium) 
Thanksgiving 

Help Needed 
Trisha Estep has been attending horse therapy at Serendip
ity Stable" for several months. The stables, which are 
owned and run by Michele Davis to assist and help kids 
and adults with special needs, was hit by one of the torna
dos on Sunday. The house is a total loss, the barn was 
destroyed and 2 of her 10 horses were killed. 7 of the 
horses are in fair condition and 1 is in serious condition. 
There is enough insurance to cover the entire cost of re
building the house and half of the barn. A trust fund as 
been set up at Banc One for anyone who wishes to do
nate. The money will be used to rebuild the barn and pay 
the ever-growing vet bills. Michele would li.ke to try to 
salvage as much as she can of what is left of the barn, but 
she needs help in doing this. She needs people who can 
pull, stack and sort plywood and beams. If you would like 
to help see Dayid or Gretchen Estep. Please remember 
Michele·and her daughter, Ashley in your prayers 

Contributions 
Last Week $6446 I Avg YTD $5516 

Russia $184 I Avg YTD $259 

Youth Min. $335 AvgYTD $22.1. 

Services Elden: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Ripes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates ' Sunday Bible Study 

Sunday .Worship Service 
S\.lhdaY Evening 
Wednesday Even.Ing 

'9:30am 
IO:JO am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

northlandchurohofchrist.com 

Deactms: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John· Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangf!/4~: 'Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Sidewalk Supe'YV'isor 

Earlier this year, the steeple on our church building was struck by . 

l~ghtning, requiring it to be removed. Two days ago, a crane 

came and several workers worked high.off the ground to prepare 

for the removal of the steeple. I found the whole thing rather fas

cinating. (My wife said it must be a "guy thing"). At one point in 

the day, one of my elders came by and told me that my new title 

would be "sidewalk supervisor." I guess he had a point. After 

all, I did stand there with my head up to the sky so long that I got 

sunburn. 

But now, here's the point. I stood there for most of the day just 

watching other people work. I didn't help any. I don't suppose I 

got in the way either. All I did was just watch others work. Do 

you think there are any "sidewalk supervisors" in the church to

day? As fa~ as work is concerned, they'll stand back and watch 

~ others do it, but they, themselves, won't get involved. Friends, ... 
,! just "staying out of the way" is not a sufficient standard for a 

§ Christian. We have work to do (John 9:4). If the truth be told, 

~ would "Sidewalk Supervisor" be a fitting title for you·? Give it ..... . 
Q) some thought. 

§ -Steve Higginbotham 
Q 
S Glasgow, Kentucky 

~ 
~ 
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'~s long as it is day, we must do the 
work of him who sent me. Night is com
ing when no one can work. Whi.le I am in 

the world, I am the light of the world. " 
john 9:4-5 



Ser11i11g God 

LATE FOR THE SERMON 

The steps of a man are established by the LORD; And He delights in his way. (Psalm 37:23) 

I used to be the chairman of the CBMC of St. Paul Minnesota, and one noon luncheon, we had 
an outstanding speaker, \Yho is a very familiar radio voice. He shared in his presentation, that he 
had been at a church in a small town to preach one Sunday morning. The medium sized church 
was packed to capacity. 

lust before he was about to get up and speak, a person who was terribly deformed came into the 
church, making all kinds of noise just opening the door, and squeezing himself · in next to 
someone who slid down on their pew in the back so he could get room to sit next to them. 

The speaker said, "I was really irritated with him. He totally ruined my concentration, and I was 
surely going to speak to the pastor about him after the service, and tell him that he should tell this 
rude person to at least be on time. 

"After the service was over, I was shaking hands with people who came up front to thank me. 

"When they had all gone, the pastor came up to me, and lsaid, 'That man with the disability,. 
what's the deal with him?' I was ready to really give him a hatchet job. 

"The pastor said, 'Oh Bill. He is probably my favorite man in the entire church. In spite of his 
disability, he sells'papers for a meager living, and yet he is one of the best members I have. He is 
like a roving bulletin board for us. Everyone in town knows him arid loves him. He is the reason 
the church was so. packed for you today. He moves slow, but would not give up handing out -
flyers that announced you were here, such a prominent speaker, that he got here late himself, but 
at least he arrived to hear you preach.' 

This man said that this was a pivotal point in his ministry. It really touched me also. 
' 

It wasn't more than a week or so later, that I was in an accident while delivering an organ that I 
had sold, which has put me in a wheelchair for life. God brought the story of Bill back to me, 
time and time_again,·as welLas_other way_Loi_preparing me for changes that I never had thougb.U 
would ever have to face, as I pondered how I could b'e effective for God, after becoming a 
paraplegic, 
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- Dale Lundgren 
Verse A Week Club 

Growth In Jes11s 

SIGHT AND BLINDNESS 
A STUDY OF JOHN 9 

Lesson Fifteen 
Judgment in Progress Oohn 9:39) 

Jesus said, "For judgment I have come into this 
world, so that the blind will see and those who 
see will become blind.• (John 9:39) 

In the account of the blind man's healing and 
his confrontation with the Pharisees, Jesus 
appears only at the beginning and at the end. 
And yet Jesus' simple comment in this verse 
gives a perfect summary of all that we have just 
seen happen. Jesus came to give sight to the 
blind, not only to the physically blind who 
were fortunate enough to meet him, but even 
more to the spiritually blind who knew that 
there was something they had been missing. 
On the other hand, to those like the Pharisees 
who trusted in themselves, thinking that they . 
saw and knew everything already without 
God's help, the light that Jesus brought into the 
world brought blindness instead of sight, 
because in their hardness they deliberately 
retreated into the darkness so that they would 
not have to admit the truth. 

Jesus' call is for those who know their weakness 
and blindness, for those who know that they 
need healing and sight. On our own, we are all 
weak and blind; there is not a person on earth 
who can stand on his or her own righteousness 
and wisdom. There is no difference amongst 
any of us in tryis respect - the only difference ' 
lies in those who admit this versus those who 
deny it. If we admit our need for God's mercy 
and grace, and understand that only through 
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Jesus can we have light and life, then Jesus 
brings to our lives a spiritual illumination that is 
on a par with the physical light that he. brought 
into this blind man's world. But to those who 
think that they know their own way, to those 
who think they know better than God, to those 
who think they are righteous enough on their 
own to be able to stand before the Lord of the 
universe, Jesus' call is instead an annoyance 
and a threat, Which they reject and sometimes 
even attack. 

The world is· filled with persons in darkness 
who think that they do not need God, and that 
they do not need to listen to his Word. 
Because they believe this, it is important to 
them also to convince others that it is possible 
to live without God, and therefore the world 
and its institutions wage a constant campaign 
designed to promote fleshly values and to 
undermine spiritual principles. Although they 
are lost and blind, ~heir messages and methods 
are popular, because this is what the flesh 
wants to hear. "They are from the world, and 
therefore speak from the yiewpoint of the 
world, and the world listens to them" (1 John 
4:5). The world is also full of mutual 
admiration societies that tell us how brilliant 
and wonderful all of their products and ideas 
are. If we are to build and maintain a 
commitment to God's truth, we must learn to 
see through all of this phony, fleshly "wisdom". 

Living in the light will never be popular, and it 
will· never be easy. But it is the only way to see 
the truth and to live by the truth. Hie greatest 
rewards that it brings are not the rewards of the 
world,-but are rather mach-greater rewards. -

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
We need: pancake mix, syrup, apple sauce, 

sugarless jello and pudding, cereal (hot and 
cold), tea, dried beans. 

Deacons 
Mark your calendars for the annual Xmas party 
at the Arnolds, Saturday December 7th at 6:30 
pm. Bring a gag gift and your favorite dish to 
share. See Brian for more details. 

Harvest Sunday 
Harvest Sunday is today. Everyone is encour
aged to bring nonperishable food items for Har
vest Food Baskets. Suggestions are: canned 
goods, cookies, canned meats, potatoes/onions, 
candy, crackers, nuts, pastries,· fruit, and 
canned fruit juices. Collection carts will be set 
up in the foyer. If you would like to contribute 
toward grocery gift certificates to go with the 
baskets, please see either Lynn Champney or 
Will Bickley. 

Cookie Exchange 
The ladies cookie exchange is Saturday, De
cember 7th from 10 a.m. to 12 noon in the an
nex .. Come help bring "Holiday Cookie Cheer" 
to others. Detailed flyers are on the bulletin 
board. 

Car Needed 
Bobby Graham is returning home for Christmas 
break and needs a car to travel around in from 
Dec. 19th to Jan. 1st. If you can help in any 
way, see Judy Graham. 

Calendar 

November 
24 . Harvest Sunday 
27 No P.M. Classes (Devo In Auditorium) 
28 Thanksgiving 

December· 
1 Winter Classes Begin (Children Only) 
4 New Wednesday Adult Classes Begin 
4 50's Plus Meeting 
7 Cookie Exchange, 10 am-12 pm In The 

Annex 
7 Deacons Xmas Party At The Arnolds 

6:30 pm 
8 New Sunday Adult Classes Begin 
11 COCS Nutcracker Program For Senior 

Citizens, 10 am 
12 COCS Xmas Musical, The Nutcracker 
14 50's Plus Xmas Luncheon, 1 pm At The 

Chappels 
15 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
18 50's Plus Meeting 
22 No Bible Classes, 10:30 Worship, 

No Junior Worship 
25 No Mid-Week Classes 

Contributions 
Last Week $5065 I Avg YTD $5526 

Russia $242 I Avg YTD $259 

Youth Min. $205 I Avg YTD '$221 

Services 
Sunday Bible Swdy 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:QO pm 

Elden: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
J~hn Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Grace Of Gratitude . 
-

NNow one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a 
loud voice glorified God, and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him 
thanks ... " (Luke. 17: 15, 16). 

I 

There is no story in the Gospels that so poignantly sets in contrast base in-
gratitude over true gratefulness. The lepers had come to Jesus with a des
perate need and longing. He had cured them, but nine of them never 
came back to give Him thanks. Among the lessons the Holy Spirit would 
teach us from this incident are three that relate particularly to this theme of 
the grace of gratitude - especially at this thanksgiving sea~on. 

[ he Rareness of Christian Gratitude. NSo Jesus answered and said, 'Were 
here not ten cleansed? But where are the nine?" (v.17). Nine out of ten 

were more ready to pray than to praise; and how true this is today! In
variably, we come to God like these lepers, more ready to get than to give. 
How easy it is, even in our private prayers and public testimonies, to boast 
and brag about our salvation, forgetting all the time that we owe every
thing to our wonderful Lord: Yes, the grace of gratitude is rare. 

The Reality of Christian Gratitude. NNow one of them, when he saw that 
he was healed, returned ... " (v.15). When true gratitude masters a believ
ing soul, it expresses itself by genuine thoughtfulness and thoroughness. 

~ This leper #returned and with a loud voice glorified God, and fell down on 
~ his face at His feet, giving Him thanks . .,, 
.Q 

§ The Reward of Christian Gratitude. NWere there not any found who re
~ turned to give glory to God except this foreigner?' And He said to him, 
;: 'Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well" (vv. 18, 19). God al
E ways rewards a thankful heart. Not only did this Samaritan leper receive 
::i • an outward cleansing, but he was blessed with an inner cleansing as well. 
;g There is no meritorious reward for giving thanks, but there is always a glo-

rified Lordi 

~ 
..; 
('I ... 
~ 
~ 
~ 

Make the grace of gratitude, 
' Mold my daily attitude: 
This, dear Lord, is my request, 
Only thus my heart can rest. 

Stephen Olford 
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FORGETFULNESS AT THANKSGIVING 

Does prayerful thanks season all your food and brighten all the atmosphere about you? It surely will if you 
are a Christian in deed and in truth, and not in name only. There are some people who are never content no 
matter with what blessings they are surrounded; while others are happy even In adverse circumstances. It is 
the condition of the heart, and not the outward circumstance, that causes people to be happily thankful or 
wretchedly ungrateful. 

The thankful person is the exception rather than the rule. Let us be that exception! We can be the lone 
Samaritan who returned to Jesus and gave thanks. Jesus experienced this when He traveled the border 
between Galilee and Samaria. He encountered a group of men that were bound together by the common 
misfortune of leprosy. One of the men was a Samaritan, a man whose life had been scarred by racial 
prejudice and the stigma of being born rnto a mongrel race. Jesus healed all ten men, but the Samaritan was 
the only one who took the time to give thanks for being given another chance. The other nine never came 
back to give thanks or identify themselves with the One who was responsible for their healing. It appears the 
nine hurried off, clutching their blessings, never to cast back even a thought to the Giver. Jesus said, u ... Were 
there not ten cleansed? But ~here are the nine?n (Luke 17:17). What a tragic example of ingratitude! 

The spirit of unthankfulness, Paul told Timothy, would characterize men " .. . in the last days (when) perilous 
times shall comen (2 Tim. 3:1). How noticeable is this mark today! If no rain appears for a time, or too 
much seems to come, how distressed and faultfinding some people are. But when rain is given them from 
heaven and they are blessed with fruitful seasons, how very seldom will they recognize these favors as a 
witness of God's goodness. Paul speaks of God as " .. .filling our hearts with food and gladnessn (Acts 14:17). 
But all too often we are daily loaded with God's benefits, yet our hearts are not filled with thankfulness. 

I 

In one of John We~ley's sermons, he tells of the king of France who was lost while fox hunting in the dense 
forest. Intent on following the fox, the king out rode his servants and became separated from the members of 
the royal hunting party. For many hours he wandered through the forest, weary and hungry, until he came to 
a little cottage. He asked for something to eat. He was hospitably treated by the poor family, and given the 
best they had to offer: a simple meal of bread and cheese. Soon the other members of the hunting party, who 
had been seeking the king in vain, rode up and saw their sovereign at this humble home. When the king saw 
them at the door, he immediately cried out "Where have I been all my lifetime? I never before tasted such 
good food in my life." One of the men in the hunting party replied, "Sire, you never had so good sauce 
before; for you were never hungry." 

John Wesley said after giving this illustration: "Now it is true; hunger is a good sauce. But there is one better 
still; that is thankfulness. Surely that is the most agreeable food which is seasoned with this. And why should 
not yours be such at every meal?" 

Nothing is so rewarding to a loving heart as to pour itself out in thanks to Jesus. Thankfulness knits us to 
Jesus in such a way as to make us more like him. So let us continue "Giving thanks always for all 
things ... " (Eph. 5:20) 

Lewis Brevard, in Evangelical Advocate 
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61·owth /11 Jesus 

SIGHT AND BLINDNESS 
A STUDY OF JOHN 9 

lesson Sixteen 
Blindness, Guilt, & Responsibility 

· Oohn 9:40-41) 

Some Pharisees who were with him heard him 
say this and asked, "What? Are we blind too?" 
Jesus said, "If you were blind, you would not 
be guilty of sin;. but now that you claim you 
can see, your guilt remains. (John 9:40-41) 

The action is over, and the Pharisees have 
gotten their way· by ejecting the former blind 
man from their synagogue. Yet they cannot let 
the matter go, and here we see that some of 
them are still hanging around to see what Jesus 
and the blind man have to say to each other. 
As they listen to Jesus explain that he came to 
help the blind see, and to make blind those 
who think they can see on their own, these 
Pharisees cannot resist another comment. 
Jesus responds to their comment with an 
important point about the responsibility for sin. 

Jesus condemned the Pharisees here and on 
many other occasions, not because they made 
more mistakes than anyone else, but because 
of their attitude towards sin and forgiveness. 
These verses make much the same point that 
Jesus expressed elsewhere in the parable of the 
Pharisee and the tax collector going to the 
temple to pray (Luke 18:9-14). If sin were a 
·system of counting up· points for the number 
and severity of the sins one had committed, 
then the Pharisee would"probably be in much 
better standing before . God than the tax 

f : .... ·t 1 ~~~Rli'jii!rrr~.q·, .. l 3 

collector. But sin is not a matter of 
accumulating points, and there is no relative 
standing. The only thing that counts before 
God is whether we have been forgiven of all of 
our sins, or whether there is unforgiven sin 
that will prevent us from having fellowship 
with the sinless and perfect Creator of the 
Universe. Therefore the tax collector who 
humbly begs for mercy will be closer to God 
than the Pharisee who thinks that he is better 
than the "sinners" around him. 

This point is central to our relationship with 
God, and to our understanding of God. We 
must know and accept that there is no way to 
earn forgiveness on our own, and that only by 
admitting our spiritual blindness can we live in 
God's grace and mercy. Ironically, it is those 
who can accept this who do the best in the 
struggle against sin, because the Pharisees and 
those who think like them commit a great 
multitude of sins of which they are unaware. 
It is not only Pharisees who stumble at this, but 
rather this is a basic struggle for all of us. Yet 
when we can get past the fleshly tendency to 
think in terms of human standards, and can 
accept that we are saved by grace alone 
through faith, we are brought out of the 
darkness and . into the light. Our fleshly 
blindness is replaced by spiritual eyesight. 
Like the blind man in this chapter, we can then 
begin to see Jesus for who he really is, and our 
faith can be built upon a new and strong 
foundation. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
We need: pancake mix, syrup, apple sauce, 

sugarless jello and pudding, cereal (hot and 
cold), tea, dried beans. 

Deacons 
Mark your calendars for the annual Christmas 
party at the Arnolds, Saturday December 7th at 
6:30 pm. Bring a gag gift and your favorite dish 
to share. See Brian for more details. 

Cookie Exchange 
The ladies cookie exchange is Saturday, 
December 7th from 1 O a.m. to 12 noon in the · 
annex. Come help bring "Holiday Cookie 
Cheer" to others. Detailed flyers are on the 
bulletin board. 

Prison Pen Pals 
From those in prison enrolled in the World Bi
ble Study Course, we have several requests for 
Christian pen pals. If you are interested in this 
ministry and in becom_ing such a pen pal, 
please see Betty Chappell or will Bickley. 

COCS Holiday Gift Shop 
COCS Holiday Gift Shop will be December 17-
19. If your children do not attend COCS and 
would like to shop, the gift shop will be open 
after class on Wednesday evening, December 
18th: For more information see Be~ Chappell 
or Pam Estep 

Calendar 

December 
1 Winter Classes Begin (Children Only) 
4 New Wednesday Adult Cla.sses Begin 
4 50's Plus Meeting 
7 Cookie Exchange, 10 am-12 pm In The 

Annex 
7 Deacons Christmas Party At The 

Arnolds 6:30 pm 
8 New Sunday Adult Classes Begin 
11 COCS Nutcracker Program For Senior 

Citizens, 1 0 am 
12 COCS Musical, The Nutcracker 
14 50's Plus Christmas Luncheon, 1 pm At 
The Chappels 
15 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
18 50's Plus Meeting 
22 No Bible Classes, 10:30 Worship, 

No Junior Worship 
25 No Mid-Week Classes 

Contributions 
Last Week $5959 I Avg YTD $5535 

Russia $142 AvgYTD $256 

Youth Min. $185 AvgYTD $220 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Honking Or Helping? 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not 
in vain in the Lord. 1 Corinthians 15:58 

A woman driver was having difficulties getting her automobile 
started after it had stalled in traffic. The gentleman (?) in the car 
behind her insisted on expressing his impatience with her by 
blowing his horn every few seconds. Finally, the lady worn out 
by his thoughtlessness, stepped out of her automobile, walked 
back to the honker's car and said, "I'm having some difficulty in 
etting my car started. If you'll go and see if you can start it, I'll 

honk your horn for you". 

A lot of folks in the church do more "honking" than "helping"! 
There are more "talkers" than "workers", and more "criticism" 
than "labor". The ones who do the most "honking" generally do 
the "least working". They may have never preached a sermon, 
taught a Bible cla,Ss, led a song service, or served as an elder, 
deacon, or personal worker, but they do know "how it should be 

~ done". They are like the chronic objector who was asked for his 
~ suggestion on a project being discussed in a business meeting. 
~ He said, "You go ahead and make the plans and I'll tell you 
~ what's wrong with them!" It is much easier to criticize than to do 
~ the work. .. 
Q) 

~ 
~ 

Almost everyone is in favor of going to heaven, but too many are 
hoping they will live long enough to see an easing of the en
trance requirements. What the church needs is more members 
willing to work for the Lord. We need to get busy doing and liv

~ ing His wilL 
C) 

·~ 

~ 
- Verse A Week Club (Adapted) 

i 
Q) 
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MARRIAGE THAT WORKS IS WORK 

Recently my wife and I celebrated our 251h wedding anniversary. We have been blessed with three 
daughters, ages 22, 20, and 16. Many things have changed and we are indeed older and sometimes feel 
even older than we are. Looking back over the years, I am amazed at how poorly I have done things 
sometimes in our relationship. I am equally amazed at God's grace that has brought help and comfort to us. 

In our culture today, marriage has been in trouble for many years. In fact, even some writers in the secular 
media have referred to us in America as the divorce culture. An even more embarrassing fact to 
evangelical Christians is that we have a slightly higher .divorce rate than the culture as a whole. 

I 

However, in those places where covenant marriage has been practiced, we are beginning to see a 
significant difference: falling divorce rates. The encouraging feature of covenant marriage is that the 
couple thinks in terms of their covenant and staying together rather than looking for a way out. 

Why do marriages fall apart? We nqrmally think it's because one of the partners has committed adultery or 
something of that magnitude, but according to Paul Amato and Alan Booth in A Generation at Risk, "more 
than 60 percent of marriages break apart because of creeping loneliness and boredom, or tiny unresolved 
resentments that coalesce into percolating volcanoes." 

It has now been pointed out in different pieces of research that when we are first married, we have a high 
level of marital satisfaction, but as time goes on, that satisfaction decreases and even turns into 
dissatisfaction'. Every relationship starts out with infatuation. If the two people involved do not mature 
through the stage into real love (commitment), trouble will likely be the predictable outcome. 

Marriage works. One set of writers has presented the case that married people are happier, healthier, and 
better off financially. Marriage is a God-designed organism, but marriage that works is also hard work. 
Romance soon fades into the routine of real-life scenarios, dislikes, conflicts, and painful realities. 
Romance can develop, change, and mature as the marriage matures. But that requires faith that trusts God, 
believes and obeys His word, and is committed to honoring and valuing the other person. Marriage works 
when husbands and wives work under the guidance and wisdom of God Himself. 

In 25 years of marriage, my wife and I have witnessed many couples near our age whose marriages were 
broken. White divorce is not the unpardonable sin, it is certainly a pain that will be felt not only in the 
couples' lives but also in the lives of their children. 

Marriage is good because it is from God. Marriage works because of His design and our commitment to 
work at the relationship and develop the needed skills. I know my wife and I have been blessed beyond 
our efforts in our marriage. However, I also believe that is the way of grace in God's kingdom. Jesus said, 
"/came that they may have life, and have it abundantly" Oohn 10:10). That truth is also realized in the 
marriage relationship throughout the seasons of change, conflict, difficulty, and joys. 

James Rudy Gray 
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BIBLE TRIVIA PUZZLE #1 

This puzzle consists of a Bible trivia question, with several clues to help you answer it. To 
solve the puzzle, first answer as many of the clues as you can. Then, write the first letter 
of each clue answer in the space provided. These letters, when unscrambled, form the 
answer to the trivia question. Note: the due answers themselves do not necessarily have 
any connection wit~ the trivia answer - it is only their first letters that are important. 

Trivia Question: Which book of the Bible uses the word "love" the most times? 

Clues: 

(i) How many chapters are there in the book of Micah? (5 letters) 

(ii) Peter said that the devil was a roaring ...... (4 letters) 

(iii) Brother of Moses, and Israel's high priest. (5 letters) 

' (iv) Who brought Nathanael to Jesus? (6 letters) 

(v) He watch~s the sheep. (8 letters) 

(vi) Jesus said that he wanted ... .. , not sacrifice. (5 letters) 

Trivia Answer: 

Write down the first letter of the answer to each clue here: ------------

Now unscramble the letters to find the answer to the question. The answer, and a new 
puzzle, will appear in next week's bulletin. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
We need: pancake mix, syrup, apple sauce, 
pudding, cereal (hot and cold), tea, dried 
beans. 

Prison Pen Pals 
From those in prison enrolled in the World Bi
ble Study Course, we have several requests for 
Christian pen pals. If you are interested in this 
ministry and in becoming such a' pen pal, 
please see Betty Chappell or will Bickley. 
· Thank You 
For the lovely flower, for the prayers and every
thing that you did, we thank you so very much. 
Keep us in your prayers. 

The Allen Family 

New Adult Bible Classes 
Beginning Wednesday, 12/4/02 

The Holy Spirit - Frank Chappell - E32 
Men's Discipleship - Mike Hipes - E33 
Women's Discipleship -Margie Hipes-E30 
Colossians & Philemon (ladies only) -

Billie Thorne, etc. - E42 

Beginning Sunday, 12/8/02 
I Thessalonians - Ray Thorne, etc. - E42 
Marriage - Barnhardts & Barozzinis -E32 
Matthew (young adults) - Kevin 

Chivington, etc. - E33 
Spiritual Maturity (Akan language) - John 

Appiah- E30 

Calendar 

December 
8 New Sunday Adult Classes Begin 
11 COC.S ,Nutcracker Program For Senior 

Citizens, 10 am 
12 COCS Christmas Musical, 

The Nutcracker 
14 50's Plus Christmas Luncheqn; 

1 pm At The Chappels 
15 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
18 50's Plus Meeting 
22 ' No Bible Classes, 10:30 Worship, 

No Junior Worship 
25 No Mid-Week Classes 

-

Letters Wanted ! 
Jeremiah Cornwell would like some letters and 
cards of encouragement from the congregation. 
His address is: 
Fr. Jeremiah E. Cornwell 
U.S.S. Comstock LSD 45 
FPO AP 96662-1733 

Thanks, The Cornwell 
Ken, Debby, Brianna, Kiera, Desiree! 

Contributions 
Last Week $4869 I Avg YTD $5522 

Russia $172 I Avg YTD $254 

Youth Min. $143 I Avg YTD $2J9 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evenfng. 
Wednesday Evening 

Elden: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, . 
9:30 am 

10:30,alJl 
s:Jo pm 
7:00_pm 

northlandchurchofchrislcom· 

Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates _ 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 

c 
z 
<( 

..J 

:::c 
I-

0::: 

0 

~ ..... 
CD e 
-= ~ 

~ 
ca 

1 
C.) 

~ 

Bible Classes Can Be Destructive 

As shocking as this statement is, we must admit its truthfulness. 
Consider the following: 

1. Bible classes can destroy ignorance. If this doesn't occ·ur, 
we ourselves are in danger of being destroyed as were the 
people of old (Hos. 4:6). Study together can eliminate this 
malady. -

2. Bible classes can destroy loneliness. Some of the strong
est and most long lasting friendships are developed when 
Christian people meet together to study God's will. 

3. Bible classes can destroy lethargy. When members are 
motivated by the Word of God and encouraged by active 
Christian tea~hers, the lukewarm spirit is driven away. 

If you want your ignorance, loneliness, and lethargy destroyed, 
then attend Bible class every Wednesday night and Sunday 
morning! 

From The Lord's W~y 

"These commandments that I give you 
today are to be upon your hearts. 

Impress them on your children. Talk 
about them when you sit at home aq.d 

when you walk along the road, when you 
He do'liJn and when you get up.,, 

Deuteronomy 6:6-7 
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HAGGLING WITH GOD 

One day a gentleman walked into one of Ben Franklin's book stores. As one of the clerks went to 
assist him, the gentleman asked the· clerk the price of the book he wished to purchase. The 
young clerk looked at the price posted on the book and said, "That book is one dollar, sir." 

The gentleman began to haggle with the clerk over the price. The clerk assured him that the 
correct price for the book was one dollar and no lower. As the man realized that his efforts to 
haggle with the clerk were going nowhere, he insisted on speaking with Ben Franklin directly. 

/ . 
Franklin stopped his work, walked out to the 'storefront and the gentleman asked, "What is the 
price of this book?" 

Franklin answered, "One dol,ar and a quarter." 

The gentleman was confused and replied, "Your clerk just said it was a dollar." 

Franklin looked at the book again and answered, "Yes, it was a dollar. But now you're wasting 
myJime." 

Chances are you have haggl.ed over the price of something. Maybe you've haggled over the 
price of a new (or used) car. Maybe you've·gone to yard. sales or flea markets and hagg.led over 
some treasure you discovered. In some countries, you are expected to haggle over much of what 
you buy in the stores. 

So, I wonder if you,'ve ever haggled with God. I wonder if you've ever thought that God's 
expectations are too high, and you've tried to get-God to lower his "price." I'm reminded of the 
rich young ruler who had a conversation with Jesus about what he must do to inherit eternal life 
(Luke 18:23). Though he had done much, jesus said that one more thing was required: "You still 
lack one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow Me." (Luke 18:22). The response of the young man is sad. He turned 
and walked away, "for he was very rich." 

What strikes me about that passage is that there is no room for haggling with Jesus. When this 
young man Walked away, Jesus didn't go running after him and say, "No, wait, maybe I was 
as~ing a hit too much. Let's renegotiate." No, Jesus demands our all. All that we have. All that · 
we are. He will not settle for any less. The price is not negotiable, so don't waste God's time 
trying to haggle with Him. 

-Alan Smith 
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. BIBLE TRIVIA PUZZLE #2 

This puzzle cof'!sists of a Bible trivia question, with severalclues to help you answer it. To solve 
the p'uzzle, first answer as inany of the clues as you can. Then, write the first letter of each clue 
answer in the space provided. These letters, when unscrambled, form the answer to the trivia 
question. Note: the clue answers themselves do not necessarily have any connection with the 
trivia answer - it is only their first letters that are important. 

Trivia Question: What language was most commonly spoken by the Jews during the lifetime of 
Jesus Christ? 

Clues~ 

(i) The region ·where Paul's hometown of Tarsus was located. (7 letters) 

(ii) God made man in his ..... . (5 letters) 

(iii) Resident of Jericho who helped the Israelite spies. (5 letters) 

(iv)· Ruth came from this country. (4 letters) 

(v) The second son of Adam and Eve. (4 letters) 

' . 
(vi) What was Abraham's name before God changed it to Abraham? (5 letters) 

(vii) Priscilla's husband. (6 letters) 

I 

Trivia Answer: 

Write down the first letter of the answer to each .du~ here: 

Now unscramble the letters to find the answer to the question. The answer, and a new puzzle, 
will appear in next week's b~lletin. 

(Last week's answers - Clue answers: (i) Seven, (ii) Lion, (iii) Aaron, (iv) Philip, M ~hepherd, 
(vi) M~rcy. Trivia answer: PSALMS.) 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

We need: pancake mix, syrup, apple sauce, 
pudding, cereal (hot and cold), tea, dried 
beans. 

COCS Holiday Gift Shop 
COCS Holiday Gift Shop will be December 
17-19. lfyourchildren do not attend COCS and 
would like to shop, the gift shop will be open 
after class on Wednesday evening, December 
18th. For more information see Betty Chappell 
or Pam Estep. 

Sympathy 
We war.it to express our sympathy to Paul Ping 
and family at the death of his father. 

Welcome 
Roan and Denise Rickard and their children, 
Natalie, Amanda and Daniel, placed member
ship Sunday. Their address is 260 Bertram 
Drive, Gahanna, OH 43230. 
Phone - 337-0933 

Words Of Wisdom 
"Every effort looking to improvement in meth
ods of Bible study and instruction should ... be 
most earnestly supported. The Sunday school 
workers are entitled to the hearty support of all 
well-wishers to the nation" 

-President Theodore Roosevelt, 
October 1902 

Calendar 

December 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 

15 
18 
22 No Bible Classes, 10:30 Worship, 

No Junior.Worship 
25 
29 

No Mid-Week Classes 
Area Wide Evening Worship At 
Reynoldsburg 

Letters Wanted ! 
Jeremiah Cornwell would like some letters and 
cards of encouragement from the congregation. 
His address is: 
Fr. Jeremiah E. Cornwell 
U.S.S. Comstock LSD 45 
FPO AP 96662-1733 

Thanks, The Cornwells 
Ken, Debby, Brianna, Kiera, Desiree 

Contributions 
last Week $5257 I Avg YTD $5516 

Russia $237 IAvg YTD $254 

Youth Min. $270 I Avg YTD $220 
-

S.ervlces 
Sunday Bible Scudy 
Sunday Worsl)lp Service 
Sunday Evening · 

1Wednesday EyenJng 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 Prn 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur AJ!en, tom Barnhardt, Fnuik Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons; Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Ly,nn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, JackEyans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark .Morris 
Eyangellsu: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Kindness 

A little word of kindness spoken, 

A motion, or a tear, 

Has often healed the heart that's broken 

And made a friend sincere. 

A word, a look, has crushed to earth 

Full many a budding flower, 

Which, had a smile but owned its birth, 

Would bless life's darkest hour. 

Then deem it not an idle thing 

A pleasant word to speak; 

The face you wear, the thought you bring, 

A heart may heal or break. 

John Greenleaf Whittier 
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JUSTICE, MERCY AND GRACE 

The following definitions can be helpful in understanding and appreciating some key Bible terms as they 
relate to salvation in Christ. 

Justice - when you get what you deserve. The Bible teaches that "all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God" (Romans 3:23) and the wages of sin - what we deserve - is death (Romans 6:23). God is a 
just God (Psalm 89:14) ... His work is perfect; For all His ways are justice, A God of truth and without 
injustice; (Deuteronomy 32:4) And because of His justice, God cannot be indifferent to sin. 

God could strike us dead immediately after we sin and still remain just. But then, no one could be saved. 
God, however, is also a God of mercy ... 

.... 
Mercy- when you do not get what you deserve. W. E. Vine defines mercy as "the outward manifestation 
of pity; it assu·mes need on the part of him who receives it, and resources adequate to meet the n~ed on the 
part of him who shows it." Mercy is God's attitude toward those who are in distress. A mother once 
visited Napoleon on behalf of her condemned son. The emperor told her the young man had committed 
the same offense twice, and justice demanded the death penalty. "But Sire," she pleaded, "I don't ask for 
justice - only for mercy." "He doesn't deserve it," said Napoleon. "No, he doesn't," she admitted, "but it 
would not be MERCY if he deserved it." Napoleon granted her request. It is God's desire to extend mercy 
to those who deserve justice for their sin. He also desires to impart His grace ... 

Grace - when you get what you did not deserve. Grace is something unearned and undeserved. The 
Apostle Paul wrote that if it is a cas·~ of earning something, the reward is not a matter of gra<;e, but of debt 
(Romans 4:4). God manifests His grace through His offer of forgiveness for the sins that we have 
committed. It is by His grace that one is saved from sin. "For by grace you have been saved through faith, 
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

God's gift of salvation by His grace must be accepted on His terms. Note again the passage above: "For 
by grace you have been saved through faith" (Ephesians 2:8). As we search the Scriptures we find that the 
kind of faith that God is seeking from us is an "active" faith. A splendid example of the kind .of faith that 
God desires is found in Acts 2. To those hearers who believed in Jesus and were convicted of their sin of 
crucifying the Son of God, Peter instructed them to put their faith into action: "Repent and let every one of 
you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38). What was their response? "Then those who gladly received his word (faith) were 
baptized (fa it~ in action); and that day about three thousand souls were added 

1
to them" (Acts 2:41 ). God 

saved by His grace those who responded to the saving message of Jesus Christ with an obedient faith. 

God extends His mercy and saves us by His grace when, in faith, we obey the conditions of acceptance. 

Will you trust and obey Him? 
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David S. Sargent 
Church of Christ at Creekwood (Mobile, Alabama) 
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· BIBLE TRIVIA PUZZLE #3 

This puzzle consists of a Bible trivia question, with several clues to help you answer it. To solve the 
puzzle, first answer as many of the clues as you can. Then, write the first letter of each clue answer in the 
space provided. These letters, when unscrambled, form the answer to the trivia question. Note: the clue 
answers themselves do not necessarily have any connection with the trivia answer - it is only their first 
letters that are important. 

Trivia Question: What group in the New Testament got their name from a priest who lived in the days of 
David and Solomon? 

Clues: 

(i) Where was Titus when Paul wrote his epistle to him? (5 letters) 

(ii) What Noah built. (3 letters) ' 

(iii) This church had the reputation of being alive, but it was dead. (6 letters) 

(iv) The day on which circumcision was performed (6 letters) 

(v) Eve was deceived by it. (7 letters) 

(vi) What king of Judah was stricken with leprosy? ·(6 letters) 

(vii) Jacob's fifth son. (3 letters) 

(viii) Lazarus is raised in chapter ..... of the gospel of John. (6 letters) 

(ix) Prophetess who led Israel to victory over Sisera's Army. (7 letters) 

Trivia Answer: (Write down the first letter of the answer to each clue below) 

Now unscramble the letters to find the answer to the question. The answer, and a new puzzle, will appear 
in next week's bulletin. 

(last week's answers - Clue answers: (i) Cilicia, (ii) Image, (iii) Rahab, (iv) Moab, (v) Abel, (vi) Abram, (vii) 
Aquila. Trivia answer: ARAMAIC, a language similar to Hebrew [see, for example, Acts 21 :40-22:2]. 
Classical Hebrew had become strictly a scholar's language by the time of Jesus.) 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Northland Food Pantry will be closed for 
the next two weeks, December 25th and Jar:iu
ary 1st. The Food Pantry will reopen on January 
8th 2003. Thank you for all the support in the 
year 2002 and we welcome your continuing 
support next year. The Food Pantry Staff 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Judy Gra
ham and family at the death of her mother. 

What I Have Learned 
I've Learned-That you cannot make someone 
love you. All you can do is be someone who 
can be loved. The rest is up to them. 
I've Learned-That people do9't care how much 
I know until they know how much I care. 
I've Learned-That it takes years to build up 
trust, and only seconds to destroy it. 
I've Le~rned-That it's not what you have in 
your life but who you have in your life that 
counts. 
I've Learned-That you can get by on charm for 
about fifteen minutes. After that, you'd better 
know something. 
I've Learned-that when men stop believing in 
God, they will start believing in anything. 
I've Learned-That you should always leave 
loved ones with loving words. It may be the 
last time you see them. 

22 

25 
29 

1 
5 

8 
15 
19 
29 

Calendar 

December 
No Bible Classes, 10:30 Worship, 
No Junior Worship 
No Mid-Week Classes Or Meeting 
Area Wide Evening Worship At 
Reynoldsburg 

January 
No Mid Week Classes Or Meeting , 
All groups Meet At The Building At 
5:30 p.m. Food Following Services 

SO's Plus Meeting 
SO's Plus Meeting 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
SO's Plus (Willowbrook Village) 

... 

Contributions 
Last Week $6387 I Avg YTD $5533 

Russia $187 IAvgYTD $253 

-Verse A Week Club I Youth Min. $135 AvgYTD $218 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10~30 am 
S:JO pm 
7:00 pm 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Ripes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Peace On Earth 

"Peace I let.We wi.th you; my peace I give 
you. I do not give to you as the world 

gives. Do not -let your hearts be troubled 
and do not be afraid." 

John 14:27 



Serving6od 
PERFECT PEACE 

"You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. 
Trust in the Lord forever, for in YAH, the Lord, is everlasting strength 11 (Is. 26:3,4). 

There is a close connection between the opening verses of Isaiah 26 and the words of our text. In 
his song of victory Isaiah describes a strong city with salvation for its walls and ,bulwarks and 
open gates for those whose lives are characterized by righteousness and truth. The prophet then 
goes on to speak of the security and serenity of those who live within this city of God. So we 
have: 

The Source of Perfect Peace. "You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
You, because he trusts in You ... for in YAH, the Lord, is everlasting strength" (vv.3,4). The source 
of this wonderful peace is the Lord Jehovah. He is spoken of in these matchless verses as the 
"everlasting strength" or literally, the "rock of ages." How comforting to know that in a world 
where everything seems to be shaking and shifting, the Christian can stay his mind upon the Rock 
of Ages. 

The Scope of Perfect Peace. "You will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on 
You 11 (v. 3). The scholars tell us that this should more accurately read, "You will keep him in 
'peace, peace' whose mind is stayed on You." The peace which God offers His own people is 
not intermittent or occasional, but rather like a glorious river, ever-flowing in its unbroken 
fullness to the believing heart (see. Phil. 4:7). 

The Secret of Perfect Peace. "You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
You ... Trust in the Lord forever 11 (vv. 3,4). T_he word for "mind" here means "thought or 
imagination." It is within the area of our thoughts and imaginations that unrest, turmoil, and fear 
begin; but to stay our minds, in simple trust, upon Jehovah is to know perfect peace. 

"Stayed upon Jehovah, 
Hearts are fully blest; 
Finding, as he promised, 
Perfect peace and rest." 

(Francis R. Havergal) 

2 

Stephen F. Olford 
in Pulpit Helps 

Family Fun 
BIBLE TRIVIA PUZZLE #4 

This puzzle consists of a Bible trivia question, with several clues to help you answer it. To solve the 
puzzle, first answer as many of the clues as you can. Then, write the first letter of each clue answer in the 
space provided. These letters, when unscrambled, form th~ answer to the trivia question. Note: the clue 
answers themselves do not necessarily have any connection with the trivia answer - it is only their first 
letters that are important. 

Trivia Question: In John 10, Jesus went to the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem. By what name is this feast 
better known today? 

Clues: 

(i) Jesus' .. ... is not of this world . (7 letters) 

(ii) Nehemiah's father. (8 letters) 

I 

(iii) & (iv) What two sons of Aaron died for offering unauthorized fire? (both 5 letters) 

(v) Who was king of Judea when Jesus was born? (5 letters) 

(vi) Jesus appointed twelve .. ... . (8 letters) 

(vii) Abraham set out from here to go to Canaan. (2 letters) 

(viii) Every ... .. will bow before God. (4 letters) 

Trivia Answer: 

Write down the first letter of the answer to each clue here: 

Now unscramble the letters tq find the answer to the question. The ahswer, and a new puzzle, will appear 
in next week's bulletin. 

(Last week's answers - Clue answers: (i) Crete, (ii) Ark, (iii) Sardis, (iv) Eighth, (v) Serpent, (vi) Uzziah 
(sometimes called Azariah), (vii) Dan, (vjii) Eleven, (ix) Deborah. Trivia answer: SADDUCEES, usually 
considered to have been named after the priest Zadok.) 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Northland Food Pantry will be closed for 
the next two weeks, December 25th and Janu
ary 1st. The Food Pantry will reopen on January 
8th 2003. Thank you for all the support in the 
year 2002 and we welcome your continuing 
support next year. The Food Pantry Staff 

Sooooo, You Don't Need Godn? 
One day a group of scientists got together 

and dedded that man had come a long way 
and no longer needed God. So they picked one 
scientist to go and tell him that they were done 
with Him. , 

The scientist walked up to God and said 
"God, we've decided that we no longer need 
you. We're to the point that we can clone peo
ple and do many miraculous things, so why 
don't you just go on and get lost." 

God listened very patiently and kindly to 
the man. After the scientist was done talking, 
God said, "Very well, how about this? Let's say 
we have a man-making contest." To which the 
scientist r~plied, "Okay, great!" 

But God added, "Now we're going to do 
this just like I did in the old days with Adam." 

The scientist said, "Sure no problem" and 
bent down and grabbed himself a handful of 
dirt. 

God looked at him and said, "No, no, no. 
You go get your own dirt!" 

-Pulpit Helps 

Calendar 

December 
29 Area Wide Evening Worship At 

Reynoldsburg 

January 
1 No Mid Week Classes Or Meeting 
5 .All groups Meet At The Building At 

5:30 p.m. Food Following Services 
8 SO's Plus Meeting , 
15 50's Plus Meeting 
19 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
29 50's Plus (Willowprook Village) 

Religious Faith 
It is religious faiths that instill human values in 
people's minds now. I've become increasingly 
convinced that now that we have no work col
lectives or party organizations, such as those of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, or 
educators at places of work, nothing but relig
ion can make human values known to the peo
ple. 

Last Week 

Russia 

Youth Min. 

Vladimir Putin 
President of Russia 

August 2002 

Contributions 
$5365 I Avg YTD $5530 

$227 AvgYTD $252 

$325 Avg YTD $220 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 l:>m 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Ro~ Estep 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.<:om 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Will Bickley, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Kevin Chivington, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Mike Evans, Lou Lawrence, 
John Lindsay, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Thoughts for A N ew Year 

"Go forward" (Ex. 14: 15) 

Here is a message from the Lord as we face the opportunities, possibili
ties, and even difficulties of a new year. Like the children of Israel, we 
stand on the threshold of a new beginning. Our hearts may tremble 
within us, but His message to us is reassuring: "Do not be afraid. 
Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord" (v. 13). The words "stand 
still" do not contradict the command to "go forward." On the contrary, 
this is a divine exhortation to look before leaping. The Lord never calls 
us to walk blindly. His directive to us is "This is the way, walk in 
it" (Is. 30:21 ). Because He is "the light of the world" we have His as
urance of "the light of life" Uohn 8: 12) on our daily pathway. There

fore, we can "go forward." 

In the Power of the Lord: "The Lord will fight for youN (v. 14). How 
wonderful to know that even though we are in a fight against the 
world, the flesh, and the devil, hallelujah, "He who is in (us) is greater 
than he who is in the world" (1 John 4:4). Hallelujah! 

In the Peace of the Lord: "You shall hold your peace" (v. 14). As 
Christians, we can never proceed victoriously if we are panic-stricken. 

~ But blessed be His name, we can know "the peace of God, which sur
~ passes all understanding, (which) will guard (our) hearts and minds 
~ through Christ ]esusH (Phil 4:7). 
~ 

~ In the Path of the Lord: "So the children of Israel went into the midst 
.., of the sea on the dry ground" (v. 22). How comforting to know that 
E God has a path for each of us to follow. Indeed, the Bible assures us. 

..::! that "we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
§. which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them" (Eph. 

·S 
~ 
o,'" 
~ 

i 
~ 

2:10). Only as we walk in the path of His choosing can we fulfill the 
purpose He has planned for our lives. So the word to us, as we look 
into th~ immediate future of 2002, is "go forward. N 

Stephen F. Olford, in "Pulpit Helps" 



SerJ1ing 6od 
THE JESUS TEST: FOURFOLD REALITY 

The unique' evidences of the Old Testament come to a mind-boggling climax in the New Testament's revelation about 
Jesus. Recorded in Luke 24:44 is Jesus' claim that He is the theme of the Old Testament, that He gives testimony to its 
historical reality, that He is the proof of its prophetic fulfillment, and that He is the personification of its holiness: NThis 
is what I told you while I was still with you. Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, 
the Prophets and the Psalms." In short, Jesus and the Old Testament stand or fall together. 

Many religions include some personage who originates, personifies, or to some degree represents the quality of its 
message. For example, the names of Buddha, Confucius, Mohammed, Joseph Smith, and Mary Baker Eddy identify 
specific religions or cults. While none of these religions ventures to risk being judged by the total quality of character 
and conduct of the associated personality, neither can any escape some degree of judgment on the personification test. 
But the New Testament rests its claim for validity upon the person, character, work, promises, claim's, death, 
resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ. No other religious writing, philosophy, or literature has ever conceived 
anything that compares with the New Testament revelation of the Word become flesh. Jesus told Philip, " ... anyone 
who has seen me has seen the Father" Uohn 14:9). 

What the Old Testament could express about the holiness of God only in' words, the New Testament portrays in the 
person of Jesus: The New Testament reveals Jesus as a human being having the holy character of Almighty God -
serving humanity in a ministry of perfect righteousness and redemptive love. The New Testament declares that Jesus 
demonstrated in His sinless life, His sacrificial death, and His triumphant resurrection the wondrous revelation that the 
holy God loves sinful man and offers free redemption to undeserving humanity - received by simply repehting of sin 
and trusting in Jesus as divine Savior. · 

In all of human history the Bible doctrine of redemption is unique. No other secular or sacred literature has conceived 
of God's gracious and redemptive holiness as portrayed in the Old Testament, and as exemplified in the New 
Testament by Jesus' life, death, and resurrection. The New Testament portrays Jesus as the Godman, the one and only 
sufficient Mediator between the holy God and unholy man - the perfect Image of God, the perfect Example of holy 
manhood, and the perfect Redeemer of lost mankind. , 

The validity of this presentation of Jesus, therefore, becomes the supreme test for the validity of the Bible. If the 
personification of Jesus stands, the Bible stands; if the personification of Jesus crumbles, the validity of the Bible 
crumbles. The Bible's validity, therefore, hangs upon the validity of four facts in the New Testament portrayal of Jesus: 

Fact One: The New Testament is the record of the life and influence of a person named Jesus who actually lived on 
earth as a historical figure. 

Fact Two: The New Testament is the record of a person named Jesus who personified in His life, death, resurrection, 
and ascension the perfection of the Son of God. 

1 Fact Three: The New Testament is the record of a person named Jesus who accepted worship as Deity from His 
contemporaries. . 

Fact Four: The New Testament is the record of a person named Jesus who claimed to be Deity as the Son of God. 

Other religions and cults may refuse, reject, or fail the personification test. Not so with the Bible. The written Word 
and the Living Word must agree. The validity of the Bible depends on the Validity of Jesus' historical and actual 
personification of God in character, conduct, and redemptive death, burial, resurrection, and ascension. 

Robert G. Witty, author of "The Bible: Fact or Fiction?" 
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Fa111ily F11n 

BIBLE TRIVIA PUZZLE #5 

This puzzle consists of a Bible trivia question, with sev~ral clues to help you answer it. To solve the 
puzzle, first answer as many of the clues as you can. Then, write the first letter of each clue answer in the 
space provided. These letters, when unscrambled, form the answer to the trivia question. Note: the clue 
answers themselves do not necessarily have any connection with the trivia answer - it is only their first 
letters that are important. . 

Trivia Question: What book of the Bible uses the word "holy" the most times? 

Clues: 

(i) The town where Jesus met the Samaritan woman. ·(6 letters) 

(ii) Number of chapters in the book of Haggai. (3 letters) 

(iii) Jacob's ninth son. (8 letters) 

(iv) What Queen of Persia did Esther replace? (6 letters) 

(v) Elijah's successor in the prophetic ministry. (6 letters) 

(vi) She was from Thyatira, but became a Christian in Philippi. (5 letters) 

(vii) What island did Paul visit on his first missionary journey? (6 letters) 

(viii) In the Old Testament, the opposite of clean. (7 letters) 

(ix) "What is ..... with men is possible with God." (10 letters) 

Trivia Answer: 

Write down the first letter of the answer to each clue here: 

Now unscramble the letters-to find the answer to the question. The answer will appear in next week's 
bulletin. This is the last of our holiday puzzles. A new series on will begin next week on this page. 

(last week's answers - Clue answers: (i) Kingdom, (ii) Hacaliah, (iii) & (iv) Nadab and Abihu (in either 
order), (v) Herod (Herod 'the Great'), (vi) Apostles, (vii) Ur, (viii) Knee. Trivia answer: HANUKKAH, called 
the Feast of Dedication or the Feast of lights. It can also be spelled Hanukah or Chanukah. .It 
commemorates the rededication of the temple in 164 BC.) 

- Mark W. Gamer 
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