
Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Vegetable soup, dry milk (1 qt), crackers, cereal. 

Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers are needed for the coming year to 
serve at the Faith Mission Shelter for men. See 
Peg Williams or Vicki Cage for details. Further 
information is posted on the bulletin board. 

Offering Envelopes 
Please pick up your 2001 offering envelopes 
from the table in the foyer. If you do not have 
envelopes and would like them, see Pam 
Estep or Brian Arnold. 

Parents of Teens 
There will be a Parent's Meeting on Sunday, 
January 14th for all parents 'of teens at 1 :30 in 
the auditorium. 

Teens 
Reminder! Those who ordered tee shirts and 
those who want to order, need to give their 
money to Bobby. Tee shirts-$12.00, Long 
sleeve tee shirts -$15.00, Sweat shirt- $18.00. 

Mark Your Calendars: 
Winter Fest - February 16-18. 
Atwood Lake - March 9-11 . 
Tulsa Workshop - March 29-31. 

Calendar 
January 

3 50's Plus Meeting 
14 Youth Group Parent Meeting 

1 :30 p.m. In The Auditorium 
17 50's Plus Meeting 
21 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
25 High School bnly - Faith Mission Feed 

The Homeless 
26 "Teen Lock In" 
27 Teens Work Day In The Church Bldg. 

One Liners 
· Give God what's right - not what's left. 

"Pray" is a four-letter word you can say any-' 
where - except in public schools. 

He who kneels before Go.d can stand before 
anyone. 

A lot of kneeling will keep you in good'stand-
ing. 

Man's ways leads to a hopeless end - God's 
way leads to an endless hope. 

Contributions 
Last Week $6321 I Avg YTD "$6321 

Russia $192 I Avg YTD $192 

Youth Min. $325 I Avg YTD $325 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am 
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am 
Sunday Evening 5:30 Rm 

Elden: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, John Bradley, Lynrt Champney, 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, 
Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Wednesday Evening 7:00 pm 
Youth Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A 
Prayer 
for the 
Year 
Ahead 

"For this reason I kneel before the Father, 
from whom his whole family in heaven and earth 

derives its name. I pray that out of his glori<>us 
1 

riches he may strengthen you with power through 
his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may 

dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that 
you, being rooted and established in love, may 

have power, together with all the saints, to grasp 
how wide and long and high and deep is the love 

of ~hrist, and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure 
of all the fullness of God. Now to him who is able 

to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to his power that is at work 
within us, to him be glory in the church and in 

Christ Jesus thro1fghout all generations, for ever 
and ever! Amen. " 

Ephesians 3:14-21 



Se1·11ing 6od 

Training in Righteousness 
Pt 3-The Board of Education 

"He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is diligent to discipline him." 
Prov 13:24 

"Discipline your son while there is hope; do not set your heart on his destruction." Prov 19: 18 

• 
Here we go. These scriptures and many others go vehemently against the prevalent 

educational, psychological and parental philosophy of the day-that of "not stifling personal 
expression." If a parent claims to love their child too much to paddle him, he or she may not fully 
understand either: the authority of the Word, God's character, the nature of love or the child's 
needs. -

Regarding God's Word, we first need to address in our own hearts if we accept what God 
is teaching us. If, as parents, we cannot accept his scriptures, then perhaps we first need to 
overcome our own lack of submission to God before we can attempt to train our young ones to 
follow him, and in turn, follow us. We need to be fully in submission to Jesus Christ, just as we 
desire our child to fully be in submission to us. This is all for the greater good for ourselves and 
our children. "Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right..." 

God's character is so cloudy in the mi
1

nds of believers and unbelievers alike. I know I 
struggle to find balance at times between God's tenderness and justice. "There is a vague, 
undefined sense that God was once vengeful, but is now passive, tolerant and ecumenical- the 
Universal Father. God is stripped of His balanced personality and defined in a non-threatening 
way. Heaven is well-received; hell is suspect (To Train Up a Child, pg 38)." Our Father's 
character is loving in a way that puts our ultimate good ahea9 of the temporary happiness. He 
chastens us whom he loves, that we may share in his holiness. . 

As to the nature of love, it simply desires what is best for someone over its own needs. 
True love and sentiment aren't the same. Sentiment without submission to God's will can be a 
dangerous thing. God's love for us is a far superior example than anything any so-called child 
development "expert" has to teach us. "Thy rod and staff they comfort me ... " . · , 

As to the child's needs, they need God's love ~nd our love. We can effectively show them 
both when we train them in righteousness. , 

Thoughts and Challenges: The best for our children is not a matter of how much stuff we can 
possibly give them or how many classes or clubs they're in. Gifts and activities aren't wrongful, 
but let's make their godly training of utmost importance. It is the only thing that has eternal 
benefits for them, for their children, for their children ... 
Prayers: May we truly submit in all things to God's Word and wisdom, especially when it conflicts 
with what we've been taught. May we truly be sober and genuine about loving our children the 
way that God loves us. 

-Linda Chivington 
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6rowth In Jesus 

AT THE LORD'S COMMAND 
AN INTRODUCTION TO 
THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 

Week One: Thematic Introduction 

Except for a handfu I of its chapters, the book of 
Numbers is infrequently studied by Christians . 
In part, this is because much of it appears. at 
first glance to be rather dry reading: census 
tables, details of ceremonial procedures, travel 
itineraries involving obscure geographical 
references, and the like. And then, as we shall 
discuss below, the clearest lessons in the book 
are not d~signed ·to appeal to our fleshly 
natures. But, like very book of the Bible;' 
Numbers can meet important needs in pur 
relationship with God. 

Numbers is the fourth of the block of five 
books that open the Bible, written down by 
Moses and called by the Jews the "Torah", the 
Law. Besides containing extensive historical 
detail and important character studies, each of 
these books a!so describes a particularly 
important step in the developing relationship of 
God with his people Israel. To oversimplify 
just a bit, in Genesis God chooses his people, 
in Exodus God redeems his p~ople, in Leviticus 
God sanctifies his people, in Numbers God 
directs his people, and in Deuteronomy God 
teaches his people. In our study of Numbers, 
therefore, we are primarily looking for lessons 
about how God directs us, and about our 
response to that direction. In other words, the 
book of Numbers is largely concerned with 
obedience and disobedience. 

The concept of obedience to God is not usually 
popular with humans (in any era), but as 
Numbers demonstrates in several ways, it is 

vital to our spiritual health, regardless of what 
deluded rebels or pretentious pseudo
intellectuals have to say. None of us has the 
perspective, the judgment, or the wisdom to do 
a good job of running our own lives or of 
feeding our own souls. But God not only has 
all of these qualities in super-abundance, he 
also has a deep concern and compassion for 
us, and this ensures that he will a'lways lead us 
and guide us in the best possible path for our 
spiritual health. Numbers shows us repeatedly 
that disobeying God leads to pain, frustration, 
and death, but that obeying God leads to joy, 
peace, and life. 

A characteristic passage is Numbers 9:15-23, 
describing God's careful direction of the 
Israelites during their journeying in the desert. 
.God directed them through a cloud that 
appeared above the tabernacle, giving them a 
visible (yet not entirely tangible) sign of his 
presence and authority. At night, this cloud 
looked like fire, to be seen better. Whenever 
the cloud moved, the people would understand 
this as God's direction to proceed, and "at the 
Lord's command" they would set off and follow 
it. If the cloud did not move, even for a long 
time, they would "obey the Lord's order" and 
remain in the same place. This illustrates the 
bCl,sics of God's direction: he does send us 
direction that we can perceive, although not 
necessarily in a completely tangible form, and 
his direction is sometimes active (go there) and 
sometimes restrictive (stay here). We shall see 
these themes developed as we survey the book 
of Numbers. 

- Mark W. Garner 

' (Answer to the final holiday pui;zle from last 
week: The people worked with all their heart, 
Nehemiah 4:6.) 
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Food Pantry 
Please do not bring any more empty egg cartons. 
If you have any full ones, we can always use 
those! We still need powdered milk in one quart 
packages and saltine crackers 

Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers are needed for the coming year to 
serve at the Faith Mission Shelter for men. See 
Peg Williams or Vicki Cage for details. Further 
information is posted on the bulletin board .. 

Offering Envelopes 
Please pick up your 2001 offering envelopes 
from the table in the foyer. lf,you do not have 
envelopes and would like them, see Pam 
Estep or Brian Arnold. 

Parents of Teens 
There will be a Parent's Meeting today, Janu
ary 14th for al I 'parents .of teens at 1 :30 in the 
auditorium. 

Teens 
Reminder! Those who ordered tee shirts and 
those who want to order, need to give their 
money to Bobby. Tee shirts -$12.00, Long 
sleeve tee shirts -$15.00, Sweat shirt- $18.00: 

Mark Your Calendars: 
Winter Fest - February 16-18. 
Atwood lake - March 9-11 . 
Tulsa Workshop - March 29-31. 

January 
14 Youth Group Parent Meeting 

1 :30 p.m: In The Auditorium 
17 50's Plus Meeting 
21 50's Plus "Eat OutSunday" 
25 High School Only- Faith Mission Feed 

The Homeless 
26 "Teen Lock In" 
27 Teens Work Day In The Church Bldg. 

Elder Nominations - Now that the holidays are 
behind us, we want to continue the process of se
lecting and appointing one or two new elders, 
hopefully by the end of March. To that end, we 
are aski.ng individual members of the congrega
tion to submit the names of brothers in Christ 
whom they think are qualified and would make 
good elders for Northland. Elder Nomination 
Forms are available on one.ofthe small bulletin 
boards on the north side of the foyer. If you wish 
to make a nomin~tion, obtain a form, prayerfully 
review the scriptures listed at its bottom, and com
plete and sign the form. Return your completed 
form ~o one of the current elders no later than 
Sunday January 28, 2001. You may nominate 
more than one brother, but use a separate form for 
each nomination. The Elders 

' 

Contributions 
last Week $6796 AvgYTD $6559 

Russia · $215 AvgYTD $204 

Youth Min. $255 AvgYTD $290 

Services 
•. 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wil~ur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome' 
Deacons: Brian Am5>1d, Tom Barnhardt, Jo,hn Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Qillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersbe(g, 
Beryl.McMasters, Mark Mo~rris, Charlie Yates 
¥outh Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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We Need God 

rm here to tell you today that we need God. Modern man may 
know a great deal, but his knowledge does not elimi.nate God. 
And I tell you this moming that God is here to stay. A few theolo
gians are trying to say that God is dead. And I've been asking 
them about it because it disturbs me to know that God died and I 
didn't have' a chance to attend the funeral. They haven'( been able 
to tell me yet who the coroner was that pronounced him dead. 
They haven't been able to tell me yet where he's buried. 

You see, when I think about God, I know his name. He said 
omewhere, back in the Old Testament, "I want you to go out, 
oses, and tell them 'I Am' sent you:' He said, just to make it clear, 

let them know that"my last name is the same as my first, 'I Am that 
I Am.' Make that clear .. 'I Am." And God is the only being in the 
universe that can say"I Am' and put a period behind it. Each of us 
sitting here has to say"I am because of my parents; I am because of 
certain environmerrtal conditions; I am because of certain heredi
tary circumstances; I am because of God:' Bu.t God is the only b~
ing that can just say"I Am' and stop right there. '1 Am that I Am:' 
And he's here to stay. let nobody make us feel that we don't need 
God. 

As I come to my conclusion this morning, I want to say that we 
should search for him. We were made for God, and we will be 
restless until we find rest in him. And I say to you this morning 
that this is the personal, faith that has kept me going. rm not wor
ried about he future. 

, 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

(An excerpt from his sermon, 
"The Three Dimensions Of A Complete Life"') 

"My soul thirsts for God, for the licing God. 
When can I go and meet wi-th God?" 

Psalms 42:2 



Se1·1ting God 

Training in Righteousness 
Pt. 4 - Tying Heartstrings 

"Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the training and admonition 
of the Lord." Eph. 6:4 

The precious, unseen bonds of love, honor and trust in a family. are "strings" that keep us 
firmly tied together. These strengthen when we share solid, bonding experiences together. 
Sharing special talks, trips or events add to their number. These strings can be cut, though, and 
the effects quite damaging. 

What can do this damage? Perhaps selfishness, indifference, pride or reckless insensitivity 
could. Have you seen that blank, distant look in your child's eyes after a confrontation? I don't 
mean manipulative pouting, but genuine heartache. Perhaps you teased him recklessly about 
something on his heart or came down too hard on childish, but not sinful, behavior. I, know that 
I've done this. I've seen that look ahd it's heart-breaking. If you have older children who 
verbalize this pain, they may say that you "don't understand them" or "don't really care." These 
strings have been left untied .. , 

We must be aware of when these delicate strings break and make every effort to constantly 
tie new ones. If you sense a breach in the relationship, talk to the. child one'.on-one. Confess your 
failure to God and to your child and demonstrate your godly sorrow. What an example for them , 
in humility! Young children, especially, are quick to forgive when asked. Older children may be a 
little suspicious initially, so you must continue rebuilding to show your sincerity. You'll need to 
earn their confidence again. How tragic it would be to repeatedly. ignore these severed 'strings and 
lose so precious a thing as our child~s confidence and trust! 

Smile at your children. Look them in the eyes. Play and do things together. Listen. Stop 
and observe their Lego castles or English reports. Don't leave severed strings hanging. God didn't 
say, "Children., train up your parents." Since we are the grown-ups (whether we like to admit it or 
not!), the responsibility is on us to train and guide or children's hearts as best we can. 

Thoughts and challenges: 
Be humble and honest with yourself. "Parent, if you are having problems with your children, just 
know that you are not alone. They are also having problems with their parents. One party is 
going to have to adjust to help the other (To Train Up a Child, p.30)." Think down the road aways 
and the open hearts that God will need in our children as they grow up to be his servants. If we 
leave them embittered with us, we are running great risk with their willingness to obey their 
heavenly father. 

Prayers: 
May God grant us a gentle and perceptive heart to see when we've sinned or failed in our 
relationships with our family and the humility to do the right thing. 

-Linda Chivington 
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Growth In Jes11s 

AT THE LORO'S COMMAND 
AN INTRODUCTION 

TO THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 

Week Two: Overvie"'. & Outline of Numbers 

The book of Numbers opens with a census of 
Israel, taken by Moses, just over a year after 
God delivered his people out of Egypt. It is, in 
fact, from this census that the book gets its 
name. Then, in chapter · 26, another census is 
,taken, of a new generation, years later. 
Numbers spans . the period between these two 
generation of Israelites: the generation that left 
Egypt, which was prohibited from entering the 
Promised Land because of disobedience, and 
the next generation (their children), who after 
years of wandering were made ready to enter 
Canaan. The one generation had seen God's 
power displayed in miraculous ways, and had 
seen with their own eyes the fulfillment of their 
deepest hopes and needs, and yet their hearts 
were too hard and their eyes too blind to 
appreciate what God was doing. The second 
generation gr~w up in the desert, knowing the 
Exodus and the Passover through second-hand 
accounts, or through vague childhood 
memories - but this was the generation that God 
purged and brought into the Promised Land. 

' ' 

The book of Numbers tells. us why this came to 
pass, and it does so largely in terms of the main 
themes of obedience and disobedience. Here is 
a more detailed outline of Numbers: 

After the census (chapter 1 ), the people are 
given direction, according to ;tribes, on 
organization and worship responsibilities 
(chapters 2-4), and then a series of commands 
and rituals to prepare them for the Promised 
Land (5:1-10:10). They set out from Sinai for a 
triumphal procession towards the Promised 

Land (10: 11-36), but ominous signs arise, 
including complainin·g and personal rivalries 
(chapters 11-12). In a crucial series of events, 
the people send spies into Canaan, who, bring 
back their report (chapter 13), but the 
community is fearful, and will not go into the 
Promised Land as God commanded, so the 
Israelites are sentenced to· wander in the desert 
until the present generation of complainers and 
rebels has died out (chapter 14). Life must go 
on, and a new series of directives is given , 
(chapter 15), followed by an outbreak of open 
revolt against Moses and Aaron (chapters 16-
17). More laws are given about priesthood and 
cleansings (chapters 18-19). Then comes the 
final series of tumults that completed the 
purging of the old generation:· Miriam and 
Aaron die (20: 1, 20:22-29), another bitter 
confrontation between the people and Moses 
results in Moses being prohibited from entering 
the Promised Land (20:2-13), the Israelites have 
conflicts with several surrounding peoples 
(20:14-21, 21:1-4, 21:10-35), and yet ilnother 
outbreak of .complaining results in poisonous 
snakes striking down many of the people (21 :4-
9). Determined not to be conquered by the 
Israelites, the Moabites hire Balaam to curse and 
deceive Israel, with partial success, and a plague 
completes the purging of the old generation 
(chapters 22-25). After the second census 
(chapter 26), and instruction·s about inheritance 
(27:1-11), Joshua is appointed to succeed Moses 
(27:12-23). God then reviews for a new 
generation the laws about offerings, holy days, 
anc~ vows -(chapters 28-30). At God's command, 
vengeance is taken on the Midianites (chapter 
31). The two Transjordan tribes are allotted 
their land (chapter 32). The book closes with a 
review of the steps of Israel's journey (chapter 
33), the boundaries of their land .in Canaan 
(chapter 34), and further instructions about 
inheritances (c~apters 35-36). 

· - Mark W. Carner 

~ 



Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Vegetable soup, dry milk (1 qt), saltine crackers, 
coffee, cereal. 

NWOCYC 
Train a child on the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not turn from it: We 
will be training and encouraging our kids at 
summer camp again this year. Over 140 
campers and staff were at camp last year. 
Won't you join us this year, June J 0-16 at 
NWOCYC and help us train our children, 
counselors and other workers are needed. See 
Charlie Yates or Karen Susenna for info. 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Tina 
Marie Guilfoyle and Debbie Fisher at the 
death of their mother. The fun,eral was January 
13th in Cincinnati. 

Congratulations 
Kelly Butler was baptized Wednesday January 
10th. Her address is 3768 Fayette Dr. Colum
bus 43224. Phone 261-4881. · 
Chantelle Vanter was baptized Sunday January 
14th. 

Teens 
On Thursday, January 24th the teens will meet 
at the building at 6:30 p.m. to go to Faith Mis
sion. This is for high school students only. 
The lock-in on January 26th & 27th will begin 
at 8 p.m. This is for both Jr. High and High 
School students. The money fort-shirts must 
be turned in to Bobby by January 28th. 

Calendar 
January 

21 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
25 High School Only - Faith Mission Feed 

The Homeless 
26 "Teen Lock In" 
27 Teen~ Work Day In The Church Bldg. 

Elder Nominations - Now that the holidays are 
behind us, we want to continue the process of se
lecting and appointing one or two new elders, 
hopefully by the end of March. To that end, we 
are asking individual members of the congrega
tion to submit the names of brothers in Christ 
whom they think are qualified and would make 
good elders for Northland. Elder Nomination 
Forms are available on one of the small bulletin 
boards on the north side of th'e foyer. If you wish 
to make a nomination, obtain a form, prayerfully 
review the scriptures listed at its bottom, and com
plete and sign the form. Return your completed 
form to one of the current elders no later than 
Sunday January 28, 2001. You may nominate 
more than one brother, but use a separate form for 
each nomination. The Elders 

Contributions 
Last Week $4810 IAvgVTD $5976 

Russia $155 IAvgYTD $187 

Youth Min. $255 I Avg YTD $278 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 

-,. Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
1 .0:~0 am 
>:lOpm 
7:00 pm 

filders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Jqhn, Bmdiey, Lynn Champney, 
Darrell Estep1 J.ack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence; )ack Mauersberg 
J;3eryl McMasters, MarkMorris1 Charlie Yates 
Youlh Minister: }3obby Graham 
Evangelists: MikeBipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A Prayer For Protection 
(Based on 2 Kings 19:14) 

Dear Father, 

You are the only God, the only Truth, all-powerful. You are Love. 
Please hear our prayer. 

We are surrounded by people who long to destroy us. There are 
so many people who not only lack faith in You, they despise You 
and want to see You and Your People mocked and shamed. They 
are determined to be their own god and to have everything their 
wn way. They seem so sophisticated and powerful. They are 

ruthless. 

Father, do not let this evil touch us. Do not allow us to be lured 
into complacency, compromise or despondency. Keep us holy so 
that your holiness will be known to everyone. Keep us safe from 
harm and make our spirits sweet, so that everyone must acknowl
edge Your Power and Goodness. AMEN 

~ From The Wednesday Night Women's Prayer Class 
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Se1·iing 6od 

Training in Righteousness 
Pt 5- Applying the Rod 

"Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline drives it far from him.• Prov. 22: 15 
•Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you punish him with the rod, he will not die. Punish him 
with the rod and save his soul from death." Ptov. 23: 13-14 

Nobody enjoys this aspect of training, and yet, it's crucial to the development of your child. 
Boundaries ... Cause and effect. ... The "Rod." 

There are differing opinions on physical punishment, and a lot of parents would just as soon not 
physically punish their children, because of feeling that our culture will deem it as abuse. God's Word is 
superior to wordly philosophy. The rod is an effective tool when used properly, in order to train and not 
vent frustration. 

Perhaps you had a wooden ruler or paddle or a paint-stirring stick used on you when you were 
growing up. Even a small willow branch. These are good for simply causing a sting on the surface and 
not causing bruising or injury. When you were very young, you may have gotten a hand-smack when 
you reached for something you shouldn't have. Regardless which of these you use, it's a good idea not to 
use your hands to spank unless necessary. It's often a quick-tempered or personally offended parent who 
vents in this way. Not to mention the potential bruising or impact on the spine if your ire is up. 

An appointment with the rod should be as calm as possible. "A spanking is made effective not by 
its severity, but by its certainty. Spankings don't have to be as hard when they are calmly and consistently 
applied. Your calm dignity will set the stage to make it more effective (To Train Up a Child, p 46)." Pray 
that the child may learn godliness through this discipline and call him or her to you. It may be· a good 
idea to have a designated spot in your house where punishments are carried out. This allows more time 
for you to collect yourself before you begin. Don't drag a child to you! Part of the training is submission 
to your parental authority. 

Be composed and contr6lled. Administer the punishment slowly enough to make an impression 
on the child's heart. If a child senses a competitive or defensive posture in you, he may feel bullied by 
you, but he won't be led to honor you. What's your motivation? Training in godliness or reactive anger? 
In all things, remember how God disciplines us, firmly, but lovingly. Don't allow yourself to punish only 
after you've decided you've reached the point of intolerance. That's when Satan can easily tempt us to be 
overbearing or abusive with our children (God's children). Heaven forbid! Be quick to reward each' 
transgression with a negative result and you will find yourself able to discipline calmly and effectively. 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
I know that I have swatted or hand-spanked out of sheer anger before, as a knee-jerk reaction. Have you? 
I've seen a great improvement in my relations with my children since starting to apply calm, orderly 
discipline with prayer. 

Prayers: 
May God lead us to take the reins as parents and wisely shape our children's character in a godly 
direction. May God's grace cover us when we fail or IQ~e our tempers. Let's pray that God will daily 
enable us to see our children as His children and treat them accordingly. 

-Linda Chivington 
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61·owth In Jesus 
AT THE LORD'S COMMAND 

AN INTRODUCTION 
TO THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 

.. 
Week Three: The First Census (Numbers 1) 

As soon as the reader begins the book of 
Numbers, he or she is faced wHh a lengthy 
passage of apparently little motivational or 
practical usefulness: a description of the taking 
of a census, followed by the numerical results 
of that census. Even many Christians conclude 
that this type of material is not deserving of 
one's attention, and this and many similar 
passages of the Old Testament often remain 
unread in most believers' Bibles. But -we 
should always remind ourselves that any 
passage in the Bible was put there by the Holy 
Spii-it, w~o always has a good reason for 
everything that he does. The same is true of 
the many Old Testament genealogies, 
geographical details, detailed descriptions of 
rituals, and the like. 

Whenever we encounter such apparently 
"boring" passages, rather than ignoring them, 
we ought instead to ask ourselves, why did 
God include this in the Bible? What purpose 
.does it serve? What is he trying to teach? 
What spiritual principle is involved? There are 
many other genealogies, tables, and so forth, 
written during the same period, which are not 
included in the actual Bible - those passages 
that the Holy Spfrit placed in the inspired 
Scriptures were placed there because. they have 
a lasting significance to any generation of 
God's people. Asking the right questions can 
be akin to solving a mystery, and if we are 
willing to make the effort, we usually find not 

searching for God's purpose can develop 
spiritual perspective. As we proceed through 
Numbers, we shall encounter several of these 
types of passages, and shall point out some of 
the most significant purposes they serve. You 
will do yourself a favor if you do not stop there, 
and if you use these as· examples to help you 
get more out of' th~ rest of the Old Testament. 

Numbers 1 includes God's instruction to Moses 
to take a census, followed by a list of men who 
oversaw the census in their tribes, and a special 
explanation of the Levites' position. This 
material serves several purposes. First, they 
define. the dimensions of the Exodus, 
confirming the vast size of the community in 
the desert.· This testifies to God's power in 
bringing them out safely, and it also serves 
several practical purposes. For example, when 
the second census was taken years later, the 
community was almost exactly the same size, 
despite frequent plagues and other disasters, 
testifying to God's Providence tn caring for and 
maintaining such a large group for forty years. 
Also, the mentioning of specific names (done 
even more extensively in the second census) 
grounds the Exodus in history, by referring 
back to specific individuals who participated in 
the events described in the book, thus 
demonstrating that the events of Exodus, 
LeviNcus, and Numbers were not myths or 
legends, but that they happened to real hunian 
beings. Finally, the Jews' general practice of 
maintaining careful genealogi,cal records 
emphasized the continuity of God's promises, 
as they were fulfilled and passed along from 
one generation to the next. With these in 
mind, see if you can also think of additional 
reason.s why the Spirit included subjects like 
·this census in the holy Scriptures. 

- Mark W. Garner 
only that there are-reasans--tl'ler-e-if- we-leek-fei-------------------
them, we also find that the very process of 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Vegetable soup, dry milk (1 qt), saltine crackers, 
coffee, cereal. 

NWOCYC 
Train a child on the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not turn from it. We 
will be training and encouraging our kids at 
summer camp again this year. Over 140 
campers and staff were at camp last year. 
Won't you join us this year, June 10-16 at 
NWOCYC and help us train our children, 
counselors and other workers are needed. See 
Charlie Yates or Karen Susenna for info. 

Church Directory 
The new church directory has arrived. If your 
picture is included in the directory, you will 
receive a free directory. Stop by the table in 
the foyer after services or see Cindi Gillespie. 

Food For Thought 
The tnought that God is love is wonderful to 
contemplate. But to know Him as a loving Re
deemer through personal faith in His Son, Je
sus Christ, brings the joy of sins forgiven. 

The thought that God knows everything is 
mind-boggling. But to have the confidence 
that no detail of our live.s escapes His attention 
is to enjoy a peace that endures through every 
trial. 

7 
16-18 
18 
21 

Calendar 
February 

50's Plus Meeting 
Winterfest 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 

Elder Nominations - Now that the holidays are 
behind us, we want t9 con~inue the process of se
lecting and appointing one or two new elders, 
~opefully by the end of March. To that end, we 
are asking individual members of the congrega
tion to submit the names of brothers in Christ 
whom they think are qualified and would make 
good elders for Northland. Elder Nomination · 
Forms are available on one of the small bulletin 
boar:ds on the north side of the foyer. If you wish 
to make a nomination, obtain a form, prayerfully. 
review the scriptures listed at its bottom, and com
plete and sign the form. Return your completed 
form to one of the current elders no later than 
Sunday January 28, 2001. You may nominate 
more than one brother, but use a separate form for 
ea~h nomination. The Elders 

-
Contributions 

Last Week $5782 I Avg YTD $5927 

Russia $240 I Avg YTD $201 . 

-Verse of the Day Ministry I Youth Min. $390 AvgYTD $306 

Services 

Sunt;lay Bible Study 
Sun~ay Wo~hlp Service 
Sun~ay Evenlng 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, 
Beryl.McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Youth Ministu: Bobby Graham 
Evangelists: Mike Hipe!i, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 4 7 5-0161 
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The Glory That Excels 
'The Lord.hath sent me that thou. might receive thy sight.H Acts 9:17 

When Paul received his sight, he received spiritually an ,insight 
into the Person of Jesus Christ, and the whole of his subsequent 
life and preaching was nothing but Jesus Christ~1 determined not 
to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him cruci
fied!' No attraction was ever'allowed to hold the mind and soul of 
Paul save the face of Jesus Christ. 

We have to learn to maintain an unimpaired state of character up 
to the last notch revealed in the vision of Jesu.s Christ. 

he abiding characteristic of a spiritual man is the interpretation of 
the Lord Jesus Christ to himself, and the interpretation.to others of 
the purposes of God. The one concentrated passion of the life is 
Jesus Christ. Whenever you meet this note in a man, you feel he 
is a man after God's own heart. 

Never allow anything to deflect you from insight into Jesus Christ 
It is the test of whether you are spiritual or not. To be unspiritual 
means that other things have a growing fascination for you" 

// Since mine eyes have looked on Jesus, 
rve lost sight of al I beside, 
So enchained my spirit's vision, 
Gazing on the Crucified!' 

Oswald Chambers, 
From "My Utmost For His Highest' 

Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. 
Placing his hands on Saul, he said,· "Brother Saul, 

the Lord--jesus, who appeared to you on the road as 
you were 'coming here--has sent me so that you may 

see again and-be filled With the Holy Spirit .. " 
Acts 9:17 



Se1·14ng God 

Training in Righteousness 
Pt. 6- Roadblocks 

"Do not be Conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you r'nay prove 
what is the will of God, what is good and acceptabl~ and perfect." Rom 12:2 ' 

"Hear, 0 Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord, and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your might. And these words which I command you this day shall be 
upon your he~rt; and you shall teach them diligently to yq_ur children, and'shall talk of them when you sit in 
your house, and when you .walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise ... " Deut. 6:4-6 

Okay. So this train.ing· up our children thing is useful, but how realistic is it to implement this daily, 
hands-on, Bible-based training? We may say or think ... 

"I don't have time to do all this." I sincerely hope that this isn't your mindset. It's a terribly 
convenient excuse for us a lot of the time, though, isn't it? For minor things like organizing the closet or 
joining a health club, perhaps it's a reasonable excuse, but when it comes to training up our children? Time 
is so precious, and aren't our children more so? · 

"My household is far too chaotic." Maybe this is true, but godly training (teaching plus discipline) 
must happen in order to begin relieving the situation. God expressly tells us that bringing Him and His law 
into our family life is a 24-hour job description. Use every opportunity. Begin by pointing out when they 
are behaving in a Christlike way and commend them. Tell them what God has to say about modesty, about 
cheating on homework, about slugging their little sister. As they grow, this can blossom into deeper 
conversations and studying His Word together. Use God's Word as your standard, without using God to 
threaten or intimidate your kids into shaping up. Consistent, godly teaching will be a blessing on your 
chaotic house . 

"They'll catch faith and godliness from our example." Partially, yes. Partially, no. As Romans 
10:14 and following remind us ... "How can men call upon him in whom they have not believed? And how 
are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?" They need to be· taught. As a wise teacher of 
mine once told me, "Experience is a good teacher, but it often charges a high tuition." By filling up ollr 
children with the Word and godly parenting, we are helping to train them to avoid some of the sinful paths 
we have been down ourselves, without them having to endure it. It's sobering to think about the history of 
the Israelites and the roller-coaster nature of their faith. From one generation to another, th~y would see 
wondrous works and then their children would turn around and rush after idols. Obviously, there are no 
guarantees that if we train our children, they will be 100% faithful, but our job is to do our part and use 
every opportunity to share God with our fc~milies. 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
Make your children's souls a priority. They are the dearest people to us, and we ought to be praying for 
them, teaching them and directing them in God's paths to the best of our abilities. If we don't have time 
enough, then cut out the unnecessary. Even if your pursuits are godly, strive to find balance. Mission field 
#1 begins at home. Don't let the world raise your kids! We know who the ruler of this world is ... 
Prayers: . 
Pray that God would take our meager efforts and multiply them through His Spirit in our children's lives! 
Pray also simply for the salvation of their souls, and their children's .. 

-Linda Chivington 
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61'owlh In Jesus 

AT THE LORD'S COMMAND 
AN INTRODUCTION 

TO THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 

Week Four: The Tribes of lsrael'(Numbers 2-4) 

As we continue through Numbers, we find these 
next three chapters also filled with very detailed 
instructions. Chapter 2 outlines the way that God 
wanted the tribes to arrange themselves in the 
camp. Chapter 3 discusses the special identity 
and responsibility of the tribe of Levi, and 
describes the separate census taken of that tribe. 
Chapter 4 details the specific responsibilities of 
the different Levite families. Once again, these 
chapters have a message for Christians, and we 
should ask ourselves why these directives were 
preserved in Holy Scripture, and what· timeless 
truths the_ Holy Spirit saw in all of these now 
(seemingly) trivial details. If we consider them 
from the right perspective, there are a number of 
worthwhile lessons in these chapters, some rather 
obvious and some more subtle. 

One prominent theme is the emphasis on 
organizing the community in an orderly and 
responsible fashion. This aspect of God's 
character has never changed. Wh~n the 
Corinthians indulged themselves in a 
disorganized and flesh-pleasing form of 
"worship", they were reproved by the apostle 
Paul, for example: "God is not a disorder but a 
God of peace" and "Everything must be done in a 
fitting and orderly way" (1 Corinthians 14_:33, 
40). He also told them that.they were childish 
(verse 20). This is hardly an arbitrary attitude on 
God's part. His insistence that our service and 
worship be fitting, reverent, and disciplined is 
important for our own spiritual growth. God 
desires us to serve in ways that do not please our 
own flesh, but that both glorify him and edify 

others, as Paul also said, "everyone who 
prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, 
encouragement, and comfort" (verse 3) and "try 
to excel in gifts that build up the church" (verse 
12). Likewise, in Numbers, God's careful 
descriptio11 of the arrangement of the camp and 
of the various worship responsibilities was hardly 
done to oppress the Israelites with rules to stifle 
their spiritual fervor. Rather, ·by establishing 
orderly procedures, God taught them to restrain 
and discipline their flesh so that he could then 
have their hearts and souls. 

Another, perhaps less obvious, principle in these 
chapters is God's way of giving everyone among 
his people his or her own identity and 
responsibility. In the Israelite community in the 
desert, there were warriors anq priests, there 
were those who tended animals and t~ose with 
worship responsibilities. Within each family, 
young and old, husband and wife al I held 
important responsibilities, as indicated in many 
passages of the law. No one person was more 
important or less important to God than any 
other. Like the Israelites, the church of Jesus 
Christ 'is a small com'T'unity in the desert - in our 
case, a d~sert of sin, riiaterialism, and folly. God 
has given each believer his or her own ministry, 
and each ministry is important. In ancient Israel, 
a non-Levite had . no business complaining 
because he cou Id not be a priest, and a Levite 
was not expected to resent his extra 
responsibilities. So too, norie of us has any 
excuse to resent our role, whether because we 
wanted something easier, because we wanted 
something more prominent, or for any other 
reason. We must each learn to rejoice in the 
identity which has been defined for us by the 
Scriptures and by the Holy Spirit. 

- Mark W. Carner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
soup, dry milk (1 qt), coffee, cereal. 

Church Directory 
The new church directory has arrived. If your 
picture is included in the directory, you will 
receive a free directory. Directories may be 
picked up on Sunday. 

Contribution Statements 
The contribution statements for last year are 
available in the 9ffice. 

Thank You 
The prayers, hugs, cards, plants, phone calls 
and words of encouragement given since my 
mom's death have helped to soothe my bro
ken heart and have been greatly appreciated 
by my family and me. Thank you for reaching 
out to us. Cindy Grafton & Family 

Thank You 
A great big thank you to all who participated 
in the lock-in and work day. The teens were 
able to paint the two bathrooms and kitchen 
in the annex and the two bathrooms and 
Bobby's office here in the church building. 
This was poss-ible because of everyone who 
assisted, from those who made food to those 
who washed pews. 

Thank You 
Thank you for continued prayers for my mom, 
Frances. She is recovering well. She sends 
her love and thanks for all your prayers. 

Denise Allen 
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Calendar 
February 

50's Plus Meeting 
Winterfest 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 

Singles 
In an effort to rejuvenate and revitalize the sin
gles group, last Friday, February 2nd, in the an
nex, the first of a series of Friday night devo
tional/game nights took place. Please note that 
we encourage all singles and young adults, col
lege age or older to join us. Because of their 
lifestyle transition we also especially invite high 
school seniors to attend. And as always, there 
is an open invitation to all members of the con
gregation. Our current plan to is to meet each 
Friday evening in the annex for a devotional, 
then hold game nights or other offsite activities 
toge_ther immediately following. If there are 
any questions, please see Jim Stafa, Kerry 
Brown or Kevin Chivington for information. 
We look forward to having an exciting year. 

Contributions 
Last Week $5240 I Avg YTD $5790 

Russia $18Z I Avg YTD $197 

Youth Min. $245 I ~vg YTD $294 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Darrell.Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence,_ Jack Mauersberg, 
Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Youth Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes. Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Rediscovering Lost Values 
(Part One) 

There is something wrong with our world, something fundamen
tally and basically wrong. I don't think we have to look too far to 
see that. rm sure that most of you would agree with me in making 
that assertion. And when we stop to analyze the cause of our 
worlds ills, many things come to mind. 

We begin to wonder if it is due to the fact that we don't know 
ehough. But it can't be that. Because in terms of accumulated 
knowledge we know more today than men have known in any 

eriod of human history. We have the facts at our disposal. We 
now more about mathematics, about science, about social sci

ence, and philosophy than weve ever known i~ any period of the 
worlds history. So it can't be because we don't know enough. 

And then we wonder if it is due to the fact that our scientific gen
ius lags behind. That is, if we have not made enough progress sci
entifically. Well then, it can't be that. For our scientific progress 
over the past years has been amazing. Man throµgh· his scientific 
geni.us has been able to dwarf distance and place time in chains,_ 

~ so.that today ,ifs possible to eat breakfast in New York City and 
~ supper in London, England. Back in about 1753 it took a letter 
§ three days to go from New York City to Washington, and today 
~ yqu can go from her,e to China in less time than that. It can't be 
c:i' because man is stagnant in his scientific progress. ·Man's scientific 
-; genius has been amazing. 
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I think we have to look much deeper than that if we are to find the 
real cause of man's problems and the real cause of the worlds ills 
today. If we are to really find it I think we will have to look in the 
hearts and souls of men. 

Martin Luther, King, Jr. 
(Excerpt from a sermon preached in Detroit, Ml, ~ebruary 1954) 



Sert1ing God 
Training in Righteousness 

Pt. 7- ChJld's Work 

"A son who. gathers in summer is prudent, but a son who sleeps in harvest brings shame.• 
Prov 10:5 
"[A virtuous woman] looks well to the ways of her household, and does not eat the bread of idleness. 11 

Prov 31 :27 
"Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your.might. 11 fee 9: 10a 

My son loves to be my big helper. He enjoys handing me clean dishes from the dishwasher so I 
cal) put them away. I have unwittingly. fallen into a wonderful learning opportunity! Small children love 
to have a special responsibility all their own to "prove themselves" in. He n9w can identify what the 
different items we're putting away are and learning to work a little, at the 2-year old level. Before age 5 
is the best time to establish good life-long habits, and probably the time when bad habits start to root 
themselves, as well. 

· It's important to a child to have a sense of valu~ and contribution to the family. It's often hard to 
"sit on your hands" and let your daughter sweep the floor when she really wants to help.· Don't 
discourage her! What a noble goal (even if the results are less than gleaming). As she grows, you can 
show her more thoroughly how to get the job done. The time you invest now will bring you good 
returns; sacrifice a little time and cleanliness for the greater good down the road . If your child spills a 
drink, help him to do the cleaning. He needs to experience responsibility for his actions. (and besides, if 
children are consistently asked to help clean up, they are probably more likely to be careful!). 

Mothers, your task with your daughters is to help mold them into godly women- and potential 
· wives and mothers. What traits did you value in your own mother? What does your husband value in 
you? .Use those as a springboard. Proverbs 31 and Titus 2 are very good to study, as wel I. Fathers, your 
task with your sons is to mold them into godly men- and potential husbands and fathers. Most of the 
book of Proverbs is good for this! . ' 

When you're baking, let your child measure the flour and knead the dough. Of course, it's 
messier- but they'll learn a lot and enjoy the special time. So your b'read comes out looking like it was 
stepped on, so what? If you have a household repair to do, let your child set out your tools for you and 
even screw in a screw if they're old enough. It may take ten minutes and you'l,I still have to finish up 
the job, but they will have learned a skill and spent good time with you. It's far too easy to occupy the . · 
children with the TV or other things while we adults "get things done." Sheer entertainment is a healthy 
part of a child's day. Let's just not make it too much of their day. Getting things done is more important 
and €an be fun for them, too. 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
I know I have sometimes plunked the children in front of the TV while I've tried to accomplish a task. 
Occasionally, that's necessary. Let's be cr~ative, though, and really try ~o incorporate ,aur children's 
abilities and interests into the functioning of the household. They'll be better off for it. . 

Prayers: 
Let's pray that God will instill a godly work ethic more deeply in ourselves and enable us to help instill 
it in our children. · -Linda Chivington 
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61·owth In Jesus 

AT THE LORD'S COMMAND 
AN INTRODUCTION 

TO THE BOOK OF NUMB~RS 

Week Five: Purity (Numbers 5'"6) 

Purity, also referred to as cleanness, is one of the 
fundamental concepts in the Old Testament, an'd 
in the Levitical ministry. In Numbers 5-6, several 
aspects of purity are emphasized, which go along 
with the many similar teachings in Leviticus. 
Purity is just as vital in Christianity as it was in 
Israel, and Christians would do well to study the 
purity laws, and to ponder their meaning for the 
church. While we are not expected to follow the 
letter of most of these Levitical directives, we 
most certainly are going to be held to the same 
exacting spiritual standard of cleanness and 
purity. If anything, we have even less excuse for 
taking liberties with our bodies and thoughts than 
did the Israelites. The New Testament describes 
those who deliberately sin after becoming · 
Christians as "treating as an unholy thing the 
blood of the covenant", and "trampling the Son 
of God underfoot" (Hebrews 10:26). So, in our 
relief that we do not have to follow to the letter. 
the instructions in books such as Numbers, we 
'ought not to neglect to search these passages for 
the spiritual principles that still hold true. 

For example, Numbers 5 gives several 
instructions intended to stop individual impurity 
or uncleanness from affecting the whole camp. 
This same principle has important applications, 
sometimes with differing particulars, in New 
Testament Christianity. Verses 1-4 (an addendum 
to the more detailed instructions in Leviticus) 
indicate certain forms of physical uncleanness for 
which an individual must leave the camp, to 
protect the purity of all. Then, instructions are 
given for making restitution when one person has 

damaged the properly or animals of another (5:5-
10). The wrongdoer must repay the damage plus 
an extra 20% - not because God is extremely 
concerned with material goods, but to see that 
the wrongdoer demonstrates repentance, and that 
stealing and other sins should not" spread. 
Finally, there are the directions - seen by many 
modern readers as highly anachronistic - on 
dealing with the suspected infidelity of a spouse 
(5:11-31). Looking beyond the involved details 
of the procedure, we see God's concern for 
marital and sexual purity, a:nd his desire. that 
these be taken seriously by all, with the impure 
marked as guilty and dealt with firmly. 
Regardless of the pathetic rationalizations with 
which pagans convince themselves that sexual 
purity is .unimportant, God will never think this, 
and Christians ought also to appreciate how 
important this type of purity is to God. 

Chapter 6 goes on to consider the very specific 
case of Israelites who made Nazirite vows (6:1-
21 ), that is, vows of giving one's body to God for 
a designated period. Nazirites could not, for 
example, cut their hair or drink fermented 
beverages. The chapter covers these restrici:ion·s 
and also the sacrifices that must be made if for 
any reason the conditions of the. vow are 
involuntarily broken. This is an illustration of 
how seriously God expects us to take our vows. 
As Scripture says elsewhere, "When you make a 
vow, do not delay in fulfilling it. He has no 
pleasure in fools, fulfill your vow .... And do not 
protest ... 'my vow was a mistake"' (Ecclesiastes 
5:4,6). , And as Christians, we have vowed our 
body and soul to God - a vow not to be broken 
without severe consequences for our souls. But if 
we fulfill this vow to Christ, God promises 
blessing (6:22-27): God will bless us, keep us, 
shine his glory on us, and give us grace. 

- Mark W. Carner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
soup, dry milk (1 qt), coffee, cereal. 

Church Directory 
The new church directory has arrived. If your 
picture is included in the directory, you. will 
receive a free directory. Directories may be 
picked up on Sunday. 

Contribution Statements 
The contribution statements for last year are 
available in the office. 

New Address 
Aaron Barnhardt's new address is 927 Sharon 
Valley Rd. Apt. #203, Newark Ohio 43055. 
Phone Number: 740-366-4658. . 

Things You Will Never Regret! 
Showing kindness to an aged person. . · 
Destroying a letter written in.anger. 
Offering an apology that will save a friendship. 
Stopping a scandal that is ruining a reputation. 
Helping a boy or girl find themselves. 
Taking time to show ~onsideration to parents, 
friends, brothers, and sisters. 
Refraining from gossip when others around you 
delight in it. 
Refusing to do a thing which is wrong. 
Living according to your convictions. 
Accepting the judgment of God on questions. 
Trying to win a soul for Christ. ·. 
Faithfully attending all church services. 
PLAN TODAY TO MAKE THE ABOVE 
THOUGHTS YOUR RULE FOR LIVING A LIFE 
FlfEE OF REGRETS. AHW 
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16-18 
18 
21 
23 

Calendar 
February 

50's Plus Meeting 
Singles Friday Night Devo, 7:00 pm 
Winterfest 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Singles Friday Night Devo, 7:00 pm 

Singles 
In an effort to rejuvenate and revitalize the sin
gles group, on Friday, February 2nd at 7 p.m., 
in the annex, the first of a series of Friday night 
devotional/game nights took place. Please note 
that We encourage all singles and young adults, 
college age or older to join us. Because of their 
lifestyle transition we also especially invite high 
school seniors to attend. And as always, there 
is an open· invitation to all members of the con
gregation. Our current plan to is to meet each 
Friday evening at the annex for a devotional, 
then hold game nights or other offsite activities 
together immediately following. If there are 
any questions, please see Jim Stafa, Kerry 
Brown or Kevin Chivington for information. 
We look forward to having an exciting year. 

Contributions 
Last Week $5521 AvgyTo $5745 

Russia $122 AvgYTD $184 

Youth Min. $260 AvgYTD $288 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Seivice 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
·5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Torn Barnhardt, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, 
Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Youth Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Torn Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Rediscovering Lost Values 
(Part Two) 

The trouble isn't so much that we don't know enough, but it's as if 
we aren't good enough. The trouble isn't so much that our scien
tific genius lags behind, but our moral genius lags behind. The 
great problem facing· modern man is that the means by which we 
live have outdistanced the spiritual ends for which we live. So we 
find ourselves caught in a messed-up world. The problem is with 
man himself and man's soul. We haven't learned how to be just 
and honest and kind and true and loving. And that is the basis of 
our problem. The real problem is that through our scientifrc gen
us weve made of the world a neighborhood, but through our 

moral and spiritual genius weve failed to make of it a brother
hood. And the great danger facing us today is not so much the 
atomic bomb that was created by physical science. Not so much 
that atomic bomb that you can put in an airplane and drop on the 
heads of hundreds and thousands of pe·ople-as dangerous as that 
is. But the real danger confronting civi1ization today is that 
atomic bomb which lies in the hearts and souls of men, capable of 
exploding into the vilest of hate and into the most damaging self~ 
ishness-that's, the atomic bomb that weve got to fear today. 
Within the heart and the souls of men. That is the real basis of 
our problem. 

c::>"' My friends, all rm trying to say is that if we are to go forward t~ 
"; day, weve got to go back and rediscover some mighty precious 
e values that weve left behind. That's the only way that we would 
.g · be able to make of our world a better world, and to make of this 
S world what God wants it to be and the real purpose and meaning 

""" ~ 
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of it. The only way we can do it is to go back and rediscover 
some mighty precious values that weve left behind. 

Martin Luther King, Jro 
(excerpts from a sermon preached in 

Detroit, Michigan, February 1954) 



Ser11ing God 

Training in Righteousness 
Pt.8 - Trust Me 

"My son, keep sound wisdom and discretion; let them riot escape from your sight, and they will 
be life for your soul and adornment for your neck. Then you will walk on your way securely and 
your foot will not stumble ... when you lie down, your sleep will be sweet." Prov. 3: 21-24 

"Obey first, ask questions later." This has almost come to be our family motto. The 
perpetual "why" is often an unwelcome intruder in our lives. Our children have a God-given 
curiosity to explore and examin'e what goes on around them, but also a divine decree to obey 
their parents. Where's the balance? ' 

If a truck comes barreling down the road while my unsuspecting 2-year-old runs-toward 
the street, what happens when I shout," Stop!"? Does he stop? Does he merely slow down and 
ask "why?" as he tumbles near the street (or worse still, carry on full speed ahead in defiance)? 
What a horrifying sce'nario, but our training is sometimes directly related to their physical safety, 
as well as their spiritual safety. 

I believe we should expose our children to the dangers around them slowly, at their . 
maturity rate. Don't show and explain the knife drawer to an 18-month-old, for example. Maybe 
at 4 or 5, perhaps. It will depend on your own ch~d's level of understanding. We need to 
illuminate our children to such things as the medicine cabinet~ heights and falling, scissors and 
countless other dangers. Trusting them to handle these issues relies heavily on their obedience 
and trustworthiness. 

I know of a parent once who used to joke around with his adolescent son and tell in him 
(in detftil) of some of the ridiculous or dangerous pranks that he used to play on people when he 
was his son's age. This particular son wasn't trustworthy with the inf.ormation and would go out 
and re-create these same pranks, doing just as his father had done! This also shows that age by 
itself is not always a surefire determining factor in trust. 

We also need to be sensitive when our chi·ldren fail and do something unsafe. Was it 
childish negligence or was it lazy rebellion? The former should be granted patience and grace, 
while the latter needs further discipline. Obedience and frustworthiness are crucial in our 
training. Author Michael Pearl cites an incident in which this was "brought home" in his mind
the day he saw a brown recluse spider on his young daughter. He knew that a bite from one of 
these could cause permanent physical damage, so he simply told her to be still. She remained 
stone-still until he could effectively remove .the spider. This is awfully challenging, isn.' t it? 
May we respond to God with such a childlike faith! · 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
let's be consistent in training our children for their owl'I good and safety. 
Prayers: 
let's pray for God's grace when we, as parents, fail to train in a godly way. 
greater wisdom in the shaping of our children's hearts and behavior. 

2 

May he guide us into 
-Linda Chivington 

6rowt/1 In Jes11s 

AT THE LORD'S COMMAND 
AN INTRODUCTION TO 
THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 

Week Six 
The Tabernacle & the Levites (Numbers 7-8) 

To the Israelites in the desert, the tabernacle was 
significant for several reasons, and most of all 
because it was a visible reminder of God's 
presence. And within the Most Holy Place of the 
tabernacle, God ' actually made himself present. 
The ministry within the tabernacle was 
conducted by priests and other Levites, who were · 
set apart to make this their life's work. Numbers 
7 gives us an extended account of the dedication 
of the tabernac,le, and in the following chapter, 
after the final step ·of setting up the lamps (8: 1-4), 
the Levites are set apart, purified, and 
consecrated for' their ministry in the tabernacle 
(8:5-26). Once again, we shall firid that 
Christians need not follow these same literal 
procedvres, but that they nevertheless are 
indicative of important spiritual principles that are 
of great, timeless importance. 

Most of chapter ·7 . consists of an exhaustive 
description of the offerings brought by each tribe 
at the dedication of the tabernacle. In fact, verses 
12-83 consist essentially of the same exact 
description of these offerings, repeated twelve 
times (the tribe of Levi did not bring an offering, 
but - as was the usual procedure - each of the two 
half-tribes of Joseph brought a full offering, to 
keep the number at twelve), with only the names 
being different, sjnce each tribe brought an 
identical offering. At the end of the chapter, for 
emphasis, is given the total numbers of all the 
gold, objects, and sacrificial animals brought by 
the tribes. The sum of these offerings represented 
an enormous amount of weaJth, and the 

repetition in this chapter helps to emphasiLe the 
group and individual commitment to God. By 
destribing separately each tribe's offering, and 

. indicating the expense involved, God 
emphasizes the sacrifice and devotion that was 
called for on the part of each Israelite. This is a 
lesson we also strive to apply in the church. · Each 
family and each member in the church of Christ 
has a ministry and .a purpose, and if even one 
part does not do its work, the body is not at full 
health. New Testament Scriptures such as 1 
Corinthians 12:12-26 and Ephesians 4:7-16 
remind us of how important this is in Christi?nity. 

. .. 
In chapter 8, we see the Levites set apart and 
readied for their ministry. In the previous book of 
Leviticus, Aaron and his sons were purified and 
consecrated as priests, so the difference here is 
that now it is time for all of the Levites to be 
readied for ministry. Sacrifices, washing, and a 
formal presentation to God were all part of the 
procedure. Once again we see God's emphasis 
on both group and individual ministry and 
responsibility. Aaron was the high priest, and his 
sons the first priests, but in the ministry of the 
tabernacle every Levite had an important 
responsibility. From Aaron the high' priest, to the 
humblest Levite who was responsible only for the 
smallest detail of the tabernacle's contents, none 
was unimportant, and none could forego· his 
responsibilities without negative consequences to 
the community. Once again, we are reminded 
that in the church we too must learn to develop 
this awareness. No Christian is unimportant, and 
there is no believer for whom God has not 
prepared a ministry. It is our responsibility to 
seek to learn yod's will ~nd to allow him to use 
us in building up the body, in whichever way he 
has willed. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
soup, dry milk (1 qt), coffee, cereal. 

Thank You 
Thank you to all the youth group and leaders 
for the surprise birthday party, it was very en
joyable and touching. - Bobby Graham 

His Needs, Her Needs 
His Needs, Her Needs is an eight week interac
tive marriage enrichment class sponsored by 
the Genessee Avenue Church of Christ located 
at 1889 Genessee Avenue, Columbus Ohio. 

Couples learn : 
How to build compatibility, How to maintain 
mutually fulfilling relationships, Why people 
commit to or abandon a relationship, How to 
identify and meet each other's most important 
needs, and Why most marriages don't survive 
perpetual Love busters. 

The cost of the class is $129.95 (The cost of 
course materials) and must be paid by March 5, 
2001. Space is limited. On site child care is 
available. Their certified farnily dynamics facili
tators, Robert and Dinessa Solomon would love 
to assist you in building and maintaining a 
committed, satisfying marriage. If you are inter
ested in attending the eight week course, 
please call today at 475-8508 between 10:00 
a.m. and 2:00 p.m. M-F. 

16-18 
18 
21 
23 

Calendar 
February 

Winterfest 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Singles Friday Night Devo 7:00 

Evangelistic Bible Study 
There will be an evangelistic Bible study start
ing at the Yates house on Sunday evenings at 6 
p.m. See Charlie or Delois for details.· 

Women's Conference 
This 'year's theme for the Women Of Faith Con
ference is "Boundless Love." It will take place 
April 27 & 28 at the Nationwid~ Arena. Seats 
are limited and registrations need to be turned 
in by Saturday, February 17th. Please see 
Tanya Roberts or Peg Williams. There is addi
tional information on the bulletin board. 

Contributions 
Last Week $5093 I Avg YTD $5652 

Russia -$172 Avg YTD $183 

Youth Min. $253 Avg YTD $283 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:JQam 
I0:3Qam 
S:JO pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
De(lcons: BrianAmold, Tom Barnhardt. John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
OarrelLEstep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, 
'Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Youth Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Rediscovering Lost. Values 
(Part Three) 

I want to deal with one or two of these mighty precious values that weve left 
behind, that if were to go forward and to make t~is a better world, we must re
discover. 

The first principle of value that we need to rediscover is this: that all reality 
hinges on moral foundations. In other words, that this is a moral universe, and 
that there are moral laws of the universe just as abiding as the physical laws. 
We never doubt that there are physical laws of the universe that we must obey. 
And so we just don't juinp out of airplanes or jump off of high buildings for the 
fun of it, because we unconsciously know that there is a law of gravitation, and 
if you disobey it you'll suffer the consequences. Even if we don't know it in its 
Newtonian formulation, we know it intuitively. 

ut rm not so sure if we know that there are moral laws just as abiding as the 
physical law. rm not so sure if we really believe that there is a law of love in 
this universe, and that if you disobey it youll suffer the consequences. We have 
adopted in the modern world a sort of a relativistic ethic. That is, we have ac-
cepted the attitude 'that right and wrong are merely relative. · 

Most people can't stand up for their convictions, because the majority of people 
might not be doing it. But rm here to say to you this morning that some things 
are right and some things are wrong. Eternally so, absolutely so. It's wrong to 
hate. It always has been wrong and it always will be wrong. It's wrong in 
America, it's wrong in Germany, it's wrong in Russia, it's wrong in China.· It's 
wrong to throw our lives away in riotous living. It's wrong in every age and it's 
wrong in every nation. Some things in this univehe are absolute. The God of 
the universe has made it so. And so long as we adopt this relative attitude to
ward right and wrong, were revolting against the very laws of God himself. 

c:;:,' \he other thing is that we have adopted a sort of pragmatic test for right and 
"""' wrong-whatever works is right. It's all right to disobey the Ten Command-E ments, but just don't disobey the eleventh, "Thou shall not get caught~ That's the 
:::i prevailing attitude in our culture. You know, a sort of attitude of the survival of 
Ci the slickest. Not the Darwinian survival of the fittest, but the survival of the 
S slickest-whoever can be the slickest is the one who (is) right. It's all right to lie, 

but lie with dignity. It's all right to steal and to rob and extort, but do it with a 
bit of finesse. 

"""' g 
C'I 

My friends, thc;it attitude is destroying the soul of our culture. The thing that we 
.. need in the world today is a group of men and women who will stand up for 
~ right and to be opposed to wrong, wherever it is. 

~ Martin Luther King, Jr. 
2 (excerpts from a sermon preached in Detroit, Michigan, February 1954) 
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Ser11ing 6od 

Training in Righteousness 
Pt.9- A Healthy Heart (1 of 2) 

"Keep your heart with all vigilance for from it flow the springs of life.• Prov 4:23 

"My son, keep your father's commandment, and forsake not your mother's teaching. Bind them 
upon your heart always; tie'them about your neck. .. When you lie down, they will watch over 
you; and when you awake, they will talk with you. For the commandment is a lamp and the 
teaching is a light, and the reproofs of discipline are the way of life.• Prov 6:20-23 

Do your children ever look at you with cold, misted eyes after being punished for wrong
doing? Do they seem fearful or anxious? If you were to see this behavior in a child you didn't 
know, perhaps you would think that there was some form of abuse going on. If you know that it 
isn't going on in your household, what other causes could you look for? · 

. Perhaps it is when a "lecture" begins that a child starts to withdraw. It may sometimes be 
the result of an oversensitive or burdening mother or father. Perhaps .every offense, big or small, is 
shadowed by an intense emotional seriousness that the child is confronted with. We've all met 
those parents- the ones to whom you want to say "Lighten up. It's just a spilled glass." Maybe 
other parents have thought the same thought about us ... 

· We should be careful not to overwork our children'.s emotions by excessively saying such 
things as "you hurt me so much when you did that" or "you know that God wants us t6 love one 
another and you disappointed him" and so on. Children, especially young ones, probably aren't 
prepared to bear such a heavy responsibility. Let's keep things simple 'and at their level. In her 
mind she may think, "Give me double the paddles, but don't look at me with that pitiful face." 
"Children can take the spanking and bounce back before you find a place to lay the switch. But 
your emotions can bury them under a pile ... don't take them to the judgment seat of Christ every 
time they act like kids (No Greater Joy, p 18)." 

I think many of us {if .brutally honest) woutd,probably confess to overburdening our 
children with things which are beyond their comprehension. Obviously, to the degree that they 
are morally "cognizant" we should address concerns of_ ~in to them, but let's be careful not to 
make mountains out of molehills. 

Thoughts and Challenges: . . 
Let's identify the difference between sneaking a cookie or bopping sister on the head with a bear 
and truly sinful things that need to be dealt with in our children's hearts. The most important . 
thing is that the lights burning in their souls are bright and true. 

~rayers: 
May we all continue to pray for God's wisdom- to receive insight into what's. a big deal and what 
isn't. May grace abound in our homes as Jesus would show us. 

-Linda Chivington . 
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Growth In Jesus 

AT THE LORD'S COMMAND 
AN INTRODUCTION TO 
THE BOOK OF NUMBERS • 

Week Seven 
God's Presence (Numbers 9:1-10:10) 

These verses will conclude the account of God's 
preparations of his people, and be.ginning in 
Numbers 10:11 they _will set out, for what was 
meant to be their entry into and settlement of the 
Promised Land. Above all else, this passage 
emphasizes the presence of God. An awareness 
of God's presence was as vital to the Israelites as 
it is to Christians today. When we live with the 
understanding that God is with us, in a real sense 
and not just in a metaphorical one, this 
strengthens our hearts and puts life into 6ur 
service to God. But those who lose the 
awareness of God's nearr;iess and his constant 
care will soon either fall into serving God only to 
gain glory or pleasure for themselves, or will 
become outright disobedient to God. 

As the Israelites began the second year of their 
independence, God called them to observe the 
Passover (9:1-14), just as they had done a year 
earlier. This time it was not because the angel of 
death was coming to strike down all unprotected 
firstborn, but as a reminder of their earlier 
deliverance and of spiritual reality in general. 
The Passover in Egypt called for real faith, the 
belief in the unseen, and as the Passover was 
established as a permanent Jewish custom, one 
purpose it served was to be a constant reminder 
of this: 

The following passage is a key one in Numbers. 
The cloud by which God guided his people 
(9:15-23) was a constant reminder of both God's 
presence and God's authority. B'( directly 

leading his people through the cloud (which· al 
night looked like fire), God made sure that the 
Israelites always remembered that he was with 
them, that he knew 'what to do, and knew where 
they should go. At the ' same time, h~ 
emphatically reminded them that he was in 
control, and that they had only one good option, 
that of following where he led them. It is always 
important to remember that these two sides of 
God go together. It is unhealthy to know only 
God's authority and not his love - to understand 
Christianity (or to teach it to others) as only a s'et 
of rules and commands. And it is equally 
unhealthy to see only God's care and protection 
of us, without giving him the glory, respect, and 
obedience that are rightfully his. God's nature 
cannot be separated and divided to please the 
whims of our flesh . 

The establishment of the trumpets as a signal to 
assemb1e (10:1-10) are also a reminder of similar 
principles. First, like the cloud in the· previous 
chapter, this instilled in the people the instinct to 
respond to God's presence and God's word, in 
this case by assembling. Then also, instituting .a 
clear and memorable signal for the people to 
assemble impressed upon them that there was 
something significant to those occasions on 
which God's people assembled together. 
Christians would do well to re-learn this lesson. 
While it is true and· good Jo remember that, in 
some sense, much of what we do in our daily 
lives can genuinely be considered "worship", it is 
also true, and important, to remember that in 
biblical Christian_ity (as opposed, perhaps, to 
some man-made imitations of the truth) there are 
special reasons and important purposes for 
Christian worship assemblies, and that these are 
indeed special occasions to God. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
soup, dry milk (1 qt), coffee. 

Items Needed 
The senior class of tree of life Christian school 
will be going on their senior trip to the Domini
can Republic March 9-15. Part of their time will 
be spent doing mission work at an orphanage. 
They are collecting school suppl'ies, personal 
hygiene items, and new or gently used chil:.. 
dren's and baby clothes to take with them for 
the orphanage. A I ist of items needed wi 11 be 
posted on the bulll';!tin board. They are also in 
need of old suitcases that do not need to be re
turned. If you have an old suitcase or items to 
donate see Lindsey Estep or leave them in the 
church office by March 4th. 

Baby Shower_ 
There will be a baby shower for Jason & Jackie 
McDaniel on Sunday, March 4th after church at 
Margie Hipes-home. Jackie is registered at the 
Baby Superstore. 

His Needs, Her Needs 
An eight week interactive, marriage enrichment 
class will be held at the Genessee Avenue 
Church of Christ on Tuesday evenings from 7 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. from March 20th thru May 8. 
The cost of the~class is $129.95 and must be 
paid by March 5. For more information call 
475-8506. 

2 
2-4 
4 
7 
7 
9 
11 
16 
16-18 
18 
21 
23 
26-30 
29-31 

Calendar 
March 

Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
Youth Rally At Reynoldsburg 
Services At Wi I lowbrook 
New Wednesday Adult Classes Begj.n 
50's Plus Meeting 
Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m: In The Annex 
New Sunday Adult' Classes Begin ~ 
Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
High School Retreat · 
SO'S· Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
COCS Spring Break' 
International Soul Winning Workshop 
At Tulsa Oklahoma 

Evangelistic Bible Study 
There will be an evangelistic Bible study start
ing at the Yates house on Sunday evenings at 6 
p.m. See Charlie or Delois for details.· ·-

Women's Conference 
The theme is "Boundless Love." It will take 
place April 27 & 28 at the Nationwide Arena. 
Seats are limited and registrations need to be 
turned in by Saturday, February 17th. 

Contributions 
Last Week $5186 I Avg YTD $5594 

Russia $175 I Avg YTD $182 

Youth Min. $355 I Avg YTD $292 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worshlp..,Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Ev~nlng 

9:30 arn 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frarik Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome· 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, John Bradley~ Lynn Champney, 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don diUespie. Lou Lawrence~ Jack Mauersbera, 
Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Youth Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Rediscorering Lost Values 
, (part F-Our) 

Our world hinges on moral foundations. God has made the universe to be 
based on a moral law. So long as man disobeys it he is revolting against God. 
Ifs not enough to know the intricaties of zoology and biology, 'ifs not enough to 

' know all about our philosophical and mathematical disciplines, but weve got to 
know the simple disciplines of being honest and loving and just with all hu
manity. If we don't learn it, we will destroy ourselves by the misuse of our own 
powers. 

This universe justifies the biblical writer in saying''You will reap what you sow'! 
It hinges on moral foundations. If we are to make of this a better world, weve 
got to go back and rediscover that precious value that wf!ve left behind. 

And then there is a second principle that weve got to go back and rediscover. 
eve got to go back and rediscover the principle that there is a God behind the 

rocess. Well, this you say: 'Why is it that you raise that as' a point in your ser-
mon, in a church? The mere fact that we are here, and the mere fact that we 
sing and pray, and come to ch,urch-we believe in God'! Well, we must remem
ber that ifs possible to affirm the existence of God with your lips and deny his 
existenc;e with your lif~. The most dangerous type of atheism is not theoretical 
atheism but practical atheism. And the world, ·even the church, is filled up with 
people who, pray lip service to God and not life service. 

That is the thing, that has happened in America. We have unconsciously left 
God behind. We didn't grow up and say, "Now, goodbye God, were going to 
leave you now'! We just became so involved in getting our big bank accounts 
that we unconsciously forgot about God. We became so involved in getting 
our nice luxurious cars, that it became ·IJluch more convenient to ride out to the 
beach on Sunday afternoon than to come to church· that morning. We became 
so involved and fascinated by the intricacies of television that we found it a lit
tle more convenient to stay at home than to come to church.· 

And that is the danger confronting us, my fr1ends: that' in a nation as ours 
where we stress mass production, where we have so many conveniences and 
luxuries and all of that, there is the danger that we will forget about God. Auto
mobiles and s·ubways, televisions and radios, dollars and cents can never be 
substitutes for God. For long before any of these came into existence, we 
needed God. And long after they will have passed away, we will still need 
God. , 

~ .. And I say to you this morning in conclusion that rm not going to·put my ulti-
~ mate faith in gadgets and contrivances. As a young man with most of rny life 
~ ahead of me, I decided early to give my life to something eternal and absolute. 
ca Not to these little gods that are here today and gone tomorrow, but to God who e is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 

Martin Luther King, Jr 
(excerpts from a sermon preached in petroit, Michigan, February 1954 
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Ser11ing God 

Training in Righteousness 
Pt 10- A Healthy Heart (2 of 2) 

"If I speak in the tongues of men and angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal .... iove is patient and kind ... it does not rejoice in the wrong, but rejoices in the right." 
I Cor 13: asstd · 

"My kids frustrate me so much. Their heart isn't into their work and they constantly 
antagonize and harass one another. I get frustrated and spank them, but it doesn't seem to help." 
Attitude problem alert! Only be forewarned; the problem may be yours. 

Are you a disapproving, frustrated parent? Discontented parents often raise discontented 
children. Our attitudes are highly contagious, and our children can more easily fall into a bad 
attitude that-be taught to have a good one. Perhaps you have a subconscious resentment of the 
time and effort that your children "demand" of you. They will see through that above and beyond 
your actions or words. Often, we express our displeasure over our children's foolish behavior and 
we scowl to bring about shame and repentance. We think that their hearts crave our approval so 
much that they will do anything to see us smile. It doesn't usually work, does it? It works much 
to the opposite. 

Children living under "condemnation" are not going to get motivated to do good works 
any more than we were when we weren't living under God's grace. Being condemned won't 
bring about the desire for change. Wife, if every time you looked at your husband he sighed and 
complained about what a lousy wife you are, would you be inspired to make any improvement? 
Of course not! Chances are you would withdraw, unless you are particularly feisty and just fight 
back instead, giving him further fuel for his fire. Our children need for our homes to be an 
atmosphere of forgiveness and acceptance (just as our Heavenly Father longs to shower peace 
and blessings and us!). Let's be approachable and merciful, not holding grudges or harboring bad 
attitudes. As Anne in Anne of Green Cables tells us, "Tomorrow is always fresh with no mistakes 
in it." If we had a bad day with our kids, let's pray with them and allow God to cleanse it away. 
Start with a hopeful tomorrow, not dwelling on missed expectations or resentments. 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
Relax. Enjoy the trip of parenting. If our children can't meet our high standards, then "lower the 
bar" until they can reach them. This is not referring to God's Law, just the everyday muddy feet 
and dirty laundry-type rules. 
Prayers: 
Let's pray that we can continue to strive for healthy balance in our children's teaching, as well as 
praying that God would expose anything in our hearts which needs to change. If we are sour 
toward o'ur family, we should repent and pray that God would enable us to enjoy them and love 
them fully. May God help us to truly live the "golden rule" and be merciful, that we may receive 
mercy. After all, the~e are His children, first and foremost! May we treat them as such ... (ouch!). 

-Linda Chivington 
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6rowtl1 /11 Jesus 

AT THE LORD'S COMMAND 
AN INTRODUCTION 

TO THE BOOK OF ~UMBERS 

Week Eight 
Leaving Sinai (Numbers 10:11~36) 

With the preparations completed, the Israelites 
now left Mount Sinai and set out for what was 
to have been their final approach into the 
Promised Land. Numbers 10 describes for us 
God's command to leave, the arrangement and 
marching - plan for the camp, Moses' 
exhortation to his brother-in-law, asking him to 
come with the Israelites, and the position of the 
ark at the front of the procession. All of these 
details may seem atJirst to be minor, but when 
considered carefully they provide useful 
lessons for today's believers. 

Just as we were told in chapter 9, the initiative 
to set out from Sinai came "at the Lord's 
command" (verse 13).' The .camp moved 
according to a plan, with the people arranged 
by divisions and then by tribes. One division 
acted as a rearguard (verse 25), that is, it was 
on alert and ready to defend the rest of the 
people should there be a surprise attack. The 
entire arrangement had already been outlined 
in chapter· 2, and was now being put into 
practice. This illustrates two principles for us: 
first, that once again the people followed God's 
commands closely, first learning his teachings 
and then applying them; and second, that God 

, had arranged the people in the best way for 
their mutual progress and protection. Notice in 
particular the need for God's people to protect 
each other. We also have enemies (though 
not, perhaps, military ones) waiting to attack 

us, and we are much stronger when we stand 
together. 

As they began, Moses decided to persuade his 
brother-in-law Hobab to come along (verses 
29-32). Moses knew that the desert-dwelling 
Mldianite would be a valuable scout and 
assistant, and eventually persuaded him to 
come (verse 33, and see also Judges 1 :16). As 
a good leader should be, Moses was always 
aware of any resource that God had· provided 
him. And he knew that the valuable skills and 
abilities that every human possesses are always 
best used in serving God. 

The procession was led by the ark itself (verses 
33-36), the visible sign of God's presence. 
More than a mere symbol, it was a visible 
reminder of the need to rely on God and to 
obey him. This awareness was reinforced by 
Moses' proclamations, quoted in verses 35-36, 
which he repeated each time the ark set out or 
was brought to rest. God used the ark 
throughout Israel's history to remind them of 
his presence, and at various times, whenever 
the people forgot the solemnity and self-control 
appropriate for hahdling such an object, God 
would send a drastic reminder. We also must 
remember always to show the proper respect 
for God's presence. While we do not have a 
physical object on which to focus our 
attention, we have the Spirit living in us and 
among us. Through him, we have an even 
more personal and vital manifestation of God's 
presence, and we shall do well if we live and 
worship accordingly. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Tea bags, dry milk (1 qt), coffee. 

_ Baby Shower 
There will be a baby shower for Jackie 
McDaniel after services at Margie Hipes home. 

Items Needed 
The senior class of tree of life Christian. school 
will be going on their senior trip to the Domini
can Republic Marth 9-15. Partoftheirtimewill 
be spent doing mission work at an orphanage. 
They are collecting school supplies, personal 
hygiene items, and new or gently used chi 1-
dren 'sand baby clothes to take with them for 
the orphanage. A list of items needed will be 
posted on the bulletin board. They are also in 
need of old suitcases that do not nee9 to be re
turned. If you have an old suitcase or items to . 
donate see Lindsey Estep or leave them in the 
church office Today. 

His Needs, Her Needs 
An eight week interactive, marriage enrichment 
class will be held at the Genessee Avenue 
Church of Christ on Tuesday evenings from 7 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. from March 20th thru May 8. 
The cost of the class is $129.95 and must be 
paid by March 5. For more information call 
475-8506. 

Congratulations 
Ken Cornwell was baptized Sunday morning. 

Calendar 
March 

2-4 Youth Rally At Reynoldsburg 
4 Services At Willowbrook 
7 New Wednesday Adult Classes Begin 
7 50's Plus Meeting , 
9 Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
11 New Sunday Adult Classes Begin 
16 Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
16-18 High School Retreat , 
18 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
21 50's Plus Meeting 
23 Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
26-30 COCS Spring Break 
29-31 International Soul Winning Workshop 

At Tulsa Oklahoma 

Evangelistic Bible Study 
There will be an evangelistic Bible study start
ing at the Yates house on Sunday evenings at 
6 p.m. See Charlie or Delois Yates for details. 

Women's Conference 
The theme is "Boundless Love." It will take 
place April 27 & 28 at the Nationwide Arena. 
Seats. are limited and registrations need to be 
turned in by Saturday, February 17th. 

Contributions 
last Week $5900 I Avg YTD $5628 

Russia $205 I Avg YTD $184 

Youth Min. $265 I Avg YTD $289 

Seivices 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

' 9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, 
Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Youth Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A Prayer Of Con[ ession 

(Based on Nehemiah 1 :4-11) 

LORD, 

You are faithful to us at all times: You keep Your promises to those 

who love and' obey You. You listen with open ears and an open heart 

to all who come before You. You are eager to forgive the sins of Your 
. 

hildren and I come before You confessing my disobedience and that 

of Your body here at Northland. We all fall short of Your will for our 

lives, but by Y oui steadfastness we will stand. Hear our prayers and 

lift us up to stand on the high place. Give us victqry over Satan and 

O> his schemes. Be mindful of our weakness and give us strength. Our 
.... 
~ hope is in You LORD and Your power to deliver us again. AMEN 

~ From the Wednesday Women's Prayer Clas 
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. 
Then I said: "O LORD, God of heaven, the 

great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant 
of love wi,th those who love him and obey his 
commands, let your ear be attentive and your 
eyes open to hear the prayer your servant is 
pra-yi,ng before you day and night for your 

servants, the people of Israel." 
Nehemiah 1:5-6a 



Serfling 6od 

Training in Righteousness 
Pt 11- Reality Check 

"Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.• Eph. 6: 1 . 

"Do all things without murmurings and disputing; That you may be blameless and harmless, the 
sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom you 
shine as lights in the world." Php 2: 14 

"I don't speak Whine-ese," I tell my children when they.begin the slumped-shoulder, woe
is-me routine. "Sulking, pouting, whining, complaining, begging and the like should become an 
eradicated disease (To Train Up a Child, p83)." I know in our house this dreaded disease crops up 
from time to time-sometimes there's a full-blown epidemic! 

It's easy for us, as parents, to foster a child's emotional manipulation of us. If we are 
constantly alarmed and overly sympathetic over every stumble and paper cut, it may very well 
begin programming a child to "hurt" for attention.· That's a pretty sure way to instill in a child a 
sense of suffering out of proportion with her loving, happy life. 

It's not hard to become an overprotective parent- I'll bet most of us have been one at one 
time or another. However, if we become completely entangled in. every minor dispute and 
criticize our children's peers, babysitters and teachers (especially in front of the children), we are 
quite possibly going to give our children the false impression that all problems lie in someone 
else's lap or that people are generally out to get them. 

Unfortunately, children will have to learn at some point that things don't always go as 
they'd like. As difficult as it can be, we ought not jump to our child's defense every time another 
tot takes his toy or knocks over his block castle. Life isn't always fair, as we know, and our young 
ones can adjust to reasonable doses of it. Obviously, if there is serious wrongdoing, we should 
patiently search out the facts and then intervene when necessary. 

Does it seem unrealistic or overbearing that we can work tqgether to eliminate the pouty
lip syndrome? When a child juts out the lip of rebellion or the whine of disobedience, here's an 
instant training opportunity! Give the antibiotic of swift, sure discipline and help wipe out the 
disease before· it spreads-(and within the household it can spread like the plague!). Compliance is 
a reasonable expectation from our children. God expects us to comply \Vith his laws and we 
ought to require a healthy attitude of obedience from our children, as well. They'll be "healthier," 

-happier servants of God for it. · 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
Don't allow the highly contagious whine habit to contaminate your household! Give the carrier a 
healthy dose of training and discipline. 

, Prayers: 
Pray that we will whole-heartily obey God, especially when we don't feel like it. May it be an 
example to our children of what submission and peace are all about. -Linda Chivington 
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Growth In Jesus 

AT THE LORD'S COMMAND 
AN INTRODUCJION 

TO THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 

Week Nine: Danger Signs (Numbers 11-12) 

The Israelites set off confidently and obediently 
on their way to the Promised Land, but it did not 
take long for problems to arise. Several problems 
soon arose, and although God resolved them, 
they r~vealed an ominous undercurrent of 
faithlessness. When we see the disastrous 
occurrences of chapters 14-15, and then look 
back at the outbreaks of grumbling, selfishness, 
and divisiveness in chapters 11-12, it is easy to 
see the· connection. These events give us a 
sobering wa·rning that even apparently minor 
spiritual disorders can be the prelude to a 
disaster. 

life in Egypt (11 :4-15). In their self-centered folly, 
they forgot their former misery and slavery. Their 
memories were distorted by short-term hardships. 
Further, they lost their gratitude for the manna 
which God miraculously provided them in the 

· desert, and began to despise it. They wanted 
something different - not because their bodies 
needed it, but merely to satisfy fleshly desires. In 
his compassion, God provided them quail, so 
that they could eat meat (11 :16-32). At the same 
time, though, he disciplined them for their 
faithlessness (11 :33-35). In just the same way, 
Christians can look bac~ longingly at the sinful 
practk:es that they had to "sacrifice", and can 
downplay or demean the wondrous blessings that 
God gives his people. The experience of these 
thankless Israelites is a powerful reminder for us 
not to indulge in such lunacy. 

An even more disturbing development occurred 
when Aaron and Miriam decided to oppose their 
brother Moses (chapter 12), apparently feeling 
that God was unjust in arbitrarily giving Moses 

The_ first difficulty was an outbreak of simple the most visible ,Position of leadership. In his 
complaining about the difficulties of traveling humility, Moses said little, and allowed God to 
through the desert (11 :1-3). God's punishment - answer them and punish them. Miriam's 
fire consumed some outskirts of the camp - may punishment was particularly . harsh, as she 
seem unduly harsh, but God knew that it was became leprous and was forced outside the camp 
only the beginning of serious problems, to be for seven days. Squabbling and competing over 
stopped at once if possible. At this time, _ leadership and authority is selfish, worldly, 
complaining was the worst possible sin in which .ungodly, ignorant, and unnecessary. Leave it to 
the people could have indulged. For God's plan the pagans. There is not a person on earth who 
to succeed, for him to bring the Israelites into the has a genuine claim to any authority over any 
Promised Land, it was vital that they be thankful, other being, aside from that which God has 
that they be aware of their blessings, and that ordained, and which should thus be received 
they be looking ahead to what was coming, with · the utmost humility. That even such 
rather than looking backwards at their status in eminent persons as Aaron and Miriam had so 
Egypt. Unfortunately, despite God's discipline, badly lost sight of the purpose of their journey 
they thought more and more about what they was a sign of coming disaster. We must learn to 
had left behind, and grew even less appreciative head off similar danger signs in the church as 
for the deliverance God· had given them. soon as they occur. 

The complaining grew worse, with the people 
openly expressing a ~reference for their way of 

3 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Tea bags, pancake syrup, pancake mix, pow

·dered milk (1 Qt. Packages). 

-His Needs, Her Needs 
An eight week interactive, marriage enrichment 
class will be held at the Genessee Avenue 
Church of Christ on Tuesday evenings from 7 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. from March 20th thru May 8. 
The cost of the class is $129.95 and must be 
paid ·by March 5. For more information call 
475-8506. 

What I Won't Do For My· Friends 
1. I won't steal for my friends 
2. I won't cheat for my friends 
3. I won't act dumb for my friends 
4. I won't do drugs for my friends 
5. I won't disrupt the class for my friends. 
6. I won't disrespect, laugh at or ridicule 

others for my friends. 
7. I won't intentionally fail for my friends. 
8. I won't behave irresponsibly for my friends. 
9. I won't knowingly hurt others for my friends. 
10. I won't destroy my life or anyone else's for 

my friends. 

Anyone who would ask me to do any of these 
things, is not my friend! 

-Selected 

Calendar 
March 

11 New Sunday Adult Classes Begin 
16 Singles Deva, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
16-18 High School Retreat 
18 SO's Plus "Eat but Sunday" 
21 SO's Plus Meeting-
23 Singles Deva, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
26-30 COCS Spring Break 
30 · Singles Deva, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
29-31 International Soul Winning Worksh6p 

At Tulsa Oklahoma 

Congratulations 
Steve Brister was baptized Monday, March 5th. 

Women's Conference 
The theme is "Boundless Love." It will take 
place April 27 & 28 at the Nationwide Arena. 
Seats are limited and registrations need to be . 
turned in by Saturday, February 17th. 

Contributions 
Last Week $5804 I Avg YTD $5645 

Russia $290 I Avg YTD $195 

Youth Min. $170 I Avg YTD $277 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elden: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, 
Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Youth Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 . 
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Sometimes God Whispers 

An old preacher spoke something in reply to a questic:>n from a 

young man, something so hushed it was indistinguishable. The 

young man stepped across the room. 'What did you say?' he 

asked. The preacher repeated himself, but again in a tone as soft 

as a whisper. So the young man moved closer until he was lean

ing on the preacher's chair. 

'Sorry;' he said. "I still didn't hear you:' With their heads bent to

gether, the old preacher spoke once more. "Cjod sometimes whis

pers;' he said, "so we will move closer to hear him:' 

We all want God's voice to thunder through the air with the an

swer to our problem. But often God's voice is the still, small 

~ voice:the gentle whisper. 
~ 

.Q 

§ Perhaps there's a reason. Nothing draws human focus quite like a 
:ii!::: 
c:::i' whisper. God's whisper means I must stop my ranting and move ..... . 
Cl) close to Him, until my head is bent together with His. And then, 

~ 
~ 

..... 

~ 
....... 
...... 
.c:: 
~ 
~ 

as I listen, I will find my answer. Better still, I find myself closer 

to God. 

John Fernandez 

(Florence, Oregon) 



Se1·aing 6od 

Training in Righteousness 
Pt 12- Looking Ahead 

"Tell it to your children, and let your children tell it to their children, and their children to the next 
generation. 11 Joel 1 :3 

11 
• •• you will receive the gift o f the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children ... and for 

all whom the Lord our Cod w ill call. 11 Acts 2:38b-39 

11
/ - have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth. 11 Ill John 4 

Well, all this training business is certainly a lot of work! Is there really a light at the end of 
this tunnel? Is it all worth it? 

I would imagine those with grown children would give you an emphatic "yes" to these 
qu~stions. As som'eone still flailing around in the tunnel, I would imagine them to be right. After 
all, our children are the future of the church and our world. 

It is a sobering thing to read through the history of the Israelite people and see how quickly 
the children of a particular generation would turn their backs on God, a God that was revered by 
their parents, God would work wondrous deeds and their parents wouldn't keep these deeds 
fresh on their children's hearts. Often -times, the transition from one generation to the next 
brought rebellion. How heavy-hearted we can be when we read such things. If we don't make 
every effort to train our children in the fear and wisdom of the Lord, we are playing a very 
dangerous game. 

I will be the first to tell you that we can riot make the decision for our children. · At some 
point, they will decide what path they will take in life. They will be adults with their own free 
wills. We can, however, prepare their hearts and minds to receive God's truth and see His 
promises fulfilled. Deut 6:4-8 reminds' us, among other things, to teach our children day and night 
the laws of the Lord. The ultimate decision is theirs alone, but let's give them the best foundation 
we can, on which they can rely as they grow. 

Thoughts and Challenges: . 
There is no greater joy for us, as Christian parents, then to feel confident that are children are 
folio.wing God's truth. 

Prayers: 
Pray that we will be disciplined ourselves to be the examples and teachers that we should be and 
for God's infinite grace when we fail, for "love covers a multitude of sins." If our children are 
young, pray for their path·to conform to God's. If they are faithful as adults, praise God! If they 
are struggling, be urgen_t in prayer and fasting to entreat God's intervention in their lives. 

-Linda Chivington 
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Growth In Jesus 

AT THE LORD'S COMMAND 
AN INTRODUCTION 

TO THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 

Week Ten 
Exploring the Promised Land (Numbers 13) 

It is greatly to God's credit that he wishes· us to 
know both sides of the situation, and does not 
cover up any part of the truth. ,His love and 
truthfulness are more powerful than his desire to 
see his own will done. Just as the Israelites had 
the choice to reject God's inheritance, many 
would-be Christians turn back when they see 
what it will cost therp. In both cases, God is hurt 
and disappointed, but he will not take away our 
free-will, nor will he lie or manipulate us in order 
to make us do as he wishes. Though the Israelites have proven less than 

abundantly thankful to God, in his compassion 
he is now ready to lead them into the Promised On hearing the report in all its truth, the people 
Land. In Numbers 13, they are told to send a had a decision to make (verses 26-33). The. land 
small grouR to explore the land, to bring back a seemed to be even more desirabl_e than God had 
report to the community, which in turn will led them to believe, but it also seemed more 
prepare them for what they would need to do difficult to take than they had expected. 
when they entered. One leader from each tribe Christians are faced with t~is same type of 
made the expedition, and they were to report on decision every day. We must constantly decide 
the land itself and also on its inhabitants. As we whether spiritual goals are worthy of fleshly 
already know, the scouts will bring back a mixed sacrifice. In most of these cases, when we 
report, which will lead ultimately to the people analyze the problem from a legal or 
deciding not to go into Canaan. - philosophical viewpoint, the decision is 

We should first consider the wisdom of God's 
plan in having them send scouts ahead of them 
(verses 1-25). God always wishes his people to 
be aware of what they face when they make the 
decision to follow him. While no human can 
ever or should ever know everything that will 
happel] in the future course of his or her life, God 
still communicated to us clearly the benefits and 
the kinds of challenges that lie ahead for anyone 
who chooses to follow him. Just as the explorers 
found a land overflowing with natural beauty and 
bounty, the Christian life is filled with spiritual 
blessings. Just as the scouts found a formidable
looking people already inhabiting the land, and 
who would thus need to be defeated before the 
Israelites could claim their inheritance, so too as 
Christians we must face the aggressive claims on 
our I ives made by the world and by Satan 
himself. We must overcome them if we wish to 
enjoy the s~iritual feast God has prepared for us. 

extremely difficult to make. What we must thus 
remember is to seek and follow God's will. His 
will overrides all question of what .might be more 
beneficial for us, of what would be easiest for us, 
of what makes rational sense, or any other such 
consideration. When Caleb said "we should go 
up and take possession of the land, for we can 
certainly do it" (verse 30), he was by no means 
making an evaluation based 'on a careful analysis 
of strategic and tactical concerns, but was making 
a simple observation that, because God had told 
them to do it, this automatically meant that it 
could, and should, be done. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Tea bags, jelly, pancake mix, pancake syrup 
powdered milk (1 Qt Packages). 

His Needs, Her Needs 
An eight week interactive, marriage enrichme·nt 
class will be held at the Genessee Avenue 
Church of Christ on Tuesday evenings from 7 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. from March 20th thru May 8. 
The cost of the class is $129.95 and must be 
paid by March 5. For more information call 
475-8506. 

Congratulations 
Kevin and Linda Chivington are the proud 
parents of a baby girl. Emma Sophia was born 

·March 11th and weighed 7 lbs. 5 oz. 

Nursery 
We are still in need of nursery helpers for 
Wednesday evening and Sunday at 9:30. 
There is someone in the nursery during Sunday 
worship service for those who need it. Please 
see ~ike Evans if you can help. 

Teens 
The High School Retreat is March 16-18. As a 
result of the retreat, there will be NO Sunday 
evening classes for Jr. High or High School this 
Sunday. High School teens will return to the 
church building by 4:30 on Sunday. Parents, 
please be at the building by 4:30 to pick them 
up. Thank you for everyone's support of this 
activity. Please pray for our safety and that 
God will touch many hearts during this week
end. 

Calendar 
March 

16-18' High School Retreat 
18 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
21 50's Plus Meeting 
23 Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
26-30 COCS Spring Break 
30 Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
29-31 International Soul Winning Workshop 

At Tulsa Oklahoma 

Thank You 
Thank you so much for your care and concern 
during my recent surgery and recovery. All of 
the cards, visits, meals, calls and flowers were 
more encouraging than you'll ever kriow. I am 
especially thankful for your prayers, which I be
lieve made a huge difference. God has truly 
blessed us with our Northland family. 

Diana Morris & Family 

Contributions 
Last Week $5676 IAvgYTD $5648 

Russia $907 I AvgYTD $260 

Youth Min. $410 I AvgYTD $289 
I 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

..E.Jders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappelt. Roy E~ep, Gene Prince, Ray Theme 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, fobn iradley, Lynn Champney, 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gille~pie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, 
Beryl McMaster$, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Youth Minister: Bobby Grahan1 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, l'om Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Gentle Instructions 

"The Lorcfs servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to every
one, able to teach, not resentful. Those who oppose him he must gen
tly instruct in the hope that God will grant them-repentance leading to 
a knowledge of the truth. 2 Timothy 2:24-25 

The feelings and impulses of the flesh, the excitements and rivalries of 
controversy, the desire to expose error, and to make it appear unwor
thy-all have a tendency to lead us to forget that the Lord demands 
courteous consideration in our treatment of others. He demands that 
we give the same consideration to the mistakes and faults of others that 
we would like to receive and expect of them for our mistakes and 
faults. It does not mean that we should overlook their mistakes or let 
he faults go unreproved; but he demands that we should treat them 
indly and to respect their feelings in correcting them. Wisdom de-

mands. this as well as the fundamental spirit of the Christian religion. 
Especially we should treat every man's religious feelings and practices 
with the respect and courtesy we would like to have shown us. This 

, does not involve any compromise of truth or righteousness or any 
winking at errors. Every man wishes, if he holds error, to be delivered 
from it. We desire it if we are true and honest. To treat them as we 
would be treated demands that we should show that we also desire to 
be freed from error. We should do this as far as we are able. But we · 
regard our religion as sacred; we believe it true and holy. Others re
gard theirs in the same way. Our duty is to treat them in trying to cor
rect what they regard as error. None of us have room for boasting of 
our knowledge. We should be modest, and whi.le striving to correct · 
and teach others, we should do it in meekness and forbearance for 
those most confident in their knowledge and practice are most liable to 
err. So, instead of denouncing others with harsh words, let us seek to 
teach them in meekness. 

' David Lipscomb, 
From "Commentary on the Second Epistle to TimothY' 

"And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead, he 
must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful . 

Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in 
the hope that God wiJl grant them repentance leading 

them to a knowledge of the truth. " 
2 Timothy 2:24-25 



Se1·11ing God 

A GOD WHO KNOWS US 

' A small town prosecuting attorney called his first witness to the stand in a trial-a 
grandmotherly, elderly woman. He approached her and asked," Mrs. Jones, do you know 
me?' She responded, "Why, yes, I do know you Mr. Williams. rve known you since you 
were a young boy. And frankly, you've been a big disappointment to me. You lie, you 
cheat on your wife, you manipulate people and talk about them behind their backs. You 
think you're a rising big shot when you haven't the brains to realize you ne\o'.er will amount 
to anything more than a two-bit paper pusher. Yes, I know you:' 

The lawyer was stunned. Not knowing what else to do, he pointed across the room and 
asked, ;'Mrs. Williams, do you know the defense attorney?' She again replied, "Why, yes I 
do. rve know Mr. Bradley since he was ayoungster, too. I used to baby-sit him for his 
parents. And he, too, has been a real disappointment to me. He's lazy, bigoted, he has·a 
drinking problem. The man. can't build a normal relationship with anyone and his law 
practice is one of the shoddiest in the entire state. Yes, I know him:' 

' 

At this point, the judge rapped the courtroom to sUence and called both:counselors to the 
bench. In a very quiet voice,· he said with menace, "If either of you asks her if she knows 
me, you'll be 'in jail. for contempt within 5 minutesf' 

It's rather frightening, isn't it, to think.of someone knowing (and sharing) everything there is 
to know about us! In the book of Revelation, seven letters are sent from Jesus Christ to 
seven churches in Asia Minor. Each of the letters begins with the same words: 

'1 know your works:'. (Rev. 2:2) 

It is a sobering thought to know that as we stand before the great Judge, there is one who 
knows all about us. May that knowledge serve to motivate Lis to live righteous lives. 

'for God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether good 
or evil:' (Eccl. 12:14). 
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Alan Smith 
(Boone, NC) 

Growth /11 Jesus 

AT THE LORl;>'S COMMAND 
AN INTRODUCTION 

TO THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 

Week Eleven: The Great Rebellion 
& its Aftermath (Numbers 14-15) 

Upon hearing the report of the scouts, the people 
were faced with a difficult decision - and they 
made the wrong choice, with fearful 
consequences for years to come. This kind of 
crossroads· arises every so often, both in the 
ministries of congregations and in the individual 
lives of believers. The Israelites had to choose 
whether to pursue the path that God had clearly. 
indicated, and thus accept the risk involved, or to 
follow an ·apparently safer path, but one contrary 
to God's will. Here in Numbers 14,' the situation 
also did not allow for an indefinite postponement 
of a decision, but called for the people quickly to 
choose. For this was not a case in which they 
needed time to seek and determine God's will. 
For on this occasion, God had clearly and 
unambiguously told them that it was time to take 
possession of their inheritance. 

Their decision was indeed soon · made, but 
wrongly. The vast majority of the Israelites 
voiced · a strong preference for overthrowing 
Moses, choosing new leaders, and returning to 
slavery in Egypt (14:1-10). Their false sense of 
security in a place and condition that was 

,unpleasant, but familiar, proved stronger to them 
than God's promise of future blessing and 
protection. As the fleshly do in any age, these 
short-sighted and small-minded Israelites ~ould 
not distinguish true security from false security, 
God's promises from worldly desires, or true 
leadership from irresponsible rabble-rousing. As 
the lazy and cowardly do in any age, they fled 
from responsibility and rationalized it ' to 

themselves. Hearing their ridiculous reasons for 
rejecting the Promised Land, it is easy to see why 
God was so · angry with them - he nearly 
destroyed them all except for a faithful few 
(14:11-25) - but it is also easy to see the same 
weak excuses and worldly perspectives that are at 
times present even among God's own people. 

Although God did not destroy them, their 
punishment was severe. For forty years they 
would wander aimlessly in the ~esert, until every 
adulrwho had ignorantly clamored for a return to 
Egypt had died. Then the Promised Land would 
be inherited by a' new generation (14:26-38). 1 

Further, · even though the near-unanimous 
opinion of the community was in favor of 
rejecting God's will, they soon found that, to 
continue to survive, they must after all live in 
obedience, without even receiving the· blessings 
they had so rashly rejected. For when they tried 
to take the Promised Land after all, on their own 
terms, they were dealt a humiliating defeat 
(14:39-45). And Numbers 15 shows us that, far 
from escaping the challenge of living as· God 
commanded, their only choice was to continue 
to live in submission to . his will. After the 
rebellion, God gave rlew regulations · on 
supplementary offerings (15:1-21), sin offerings . 

. .(15:22-31 ), the Sabbath Day (15:32-36), and 
garments (15:37-41 ). God is not being harsh, but 
rather illustrating that when humans insist on 
acting in an immature fashion, refusing to follow 
his will unless there is absolutely no choice, then 
it is necessary for God to treat them accordingly. 
And even as he gave them these additional 
regulations, the full fruits of which they 
themselves would never taste, he was thinking of 
a new, more obedient generation (see, for 
example, verses 2 and 18), to whom he would 
give the blessings he now found it necessary to 
defer. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Tea bags, jelly, pancake mix, pa'ncake syrup 
toilet paper. 

Congratulations 
Kevin and Linda Chivington are the proud 
parents of a baby girl. Emma Sophia was born 
March 11th and weighed 7 lbs. 5 oz. 

Nursery 
We are still in need of nursery helpers for 
Wednesday evening. 

· Special Contribution 
Last week we announced our plans for a spe
cial contribution on Sun.day April· 8. Some of 
the money collected over our normal weekly 
budget of $6300 will be used to retire a back
log of bills brought 'about in part by unusually 
high heating costs this past winter. Another 
portion of the money will be used to cover 
some immediate expenses associated with our 
Russian work and to' bring the Perriards back to 
the United States for a short but necessary visit 
later this year. Our goal is to collect 3 times 
our weekly budget on the 5th. Please pray and 
plan for this event. A current financial state
ment for the church is available in the foyer. 

The Elders 

26-30 
,30 
29-31 

1 
4 
15 
18 
21 
27-28 

27-28 
29 

Calendar 
March 

COCS Spring Break 
Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
lnternatlonal Soul Winning Workshop 
At Tulsa Oklahoma 

April 
Daylight Savings Time Begins 
50's Plus Meeting 
50's Plus "E<lt Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Buildings And Grounds'Work Day 
Women's Conference at Nationwide 
Arena 
Withamsville Youth Rally 
Area Wide Evening Worship 

Daylight Savings Time
Don't forget to set you clocks ahead 1 hour 
next Saturday before you go to bed. 

Contributions 
Last Week $4869 I AvgYTO $5~83 

Russia $176 Avg YTD $253 

Youth Min. $310 AvgYTD $29.1 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Seivice 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am. 
1'0:30 am 
5:30 p~ 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, 
Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauer~berg, 
Bery.I McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Youth Miliister: Bobby Graham . 
Evattgeiists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Are You Sure ... ?. 
ARE YOU SURE WE ARE GOING IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION? 

My six-year old daughter has a keen sense of direction. One day 
while driving I decid~d to take a different route than how we nor-· 
mal ly go. Fr6m the back of the van I hear"Mom, are you sure you 
are going the right way? I don't think you are going the right way. 
You should have kept going down the other road. Mom, are you 
lost?' With a chuckle I replied, "No honey, I know where were go: 
ing. Just trust me. I know what rm doing:' Quickly God whispers 
in my ear'~ust trust me. I know where were going. I know what 
rm doing:' 

o many times we have an idea of the destination God is taking 
us. We even have mapped out the best route to go. While riding 
along, all of a sudden God turns the corner. We start thinking 
'Whoa!!! Hold it! This isn't the way to get there. What is He do
ing? Hes got to be lost. We _can't get-th.ere from here. What is 
He doing?' Hes in the driver seat saying, "Just trust me. I know 
vyhere w~re going. I know what rm doing:' 

letting go of the driver seat to let God take control is t'ike my fa
ther letting someone else drive. Even though·he had driven all 
night and couldn't keep his eyes open, he would not give that seat 
up. And if he did, we wished he hadn't because he spent the 
whole time critiquing the driver. When God takes over in our 
lives, he doesn't·do things exactly how we think it should be 
done, nor the same way we would do. The reason for this is sim-
ply, He knows the final out come. ' 

_Let's take .a look at Joseph. He had some dreams that his famfly 
will be bowing down to him. · His father give him a r.obe that in 
those times represented royalty; He could have thought, ''Yeah, 

.,. this is it. We are on the right road. Pretty soon, they'll all be 
g bowing,down to me:' Then what happens? Watch out! Sharp 
C'I turn. Now he is in a pit and being sold as a slave. "Now wait a -
~... minute! This is not going to get us there, lord? I think y'ou took 
.c: a wrong turn:' Next we see Joseph-in Potiphar's house. Gen. 
t:? . 39:2-Now the Lord was w(th Joseph and he prospered. Hes still 
~ · · (Continued on page 2) 



a slave, but Gen 39:4-Potiphar put him in charge of his household and he entrusted to his 
care everything he owned. So once again Joseph could have thought that maybe God 
was getti'ng back on track, just a little. But then what happens? Another sharp turn, now 
he is in a dungeon. Once again he could have thought, 'We are definitely going the 
wrong way. God, are you lost?' 

By now Joseph has bElen taken way out of the way as far as he can tell. But Gen. 39:21-
The Lord was with him. The warden puts this young Hebrew boy in charge of all the pris
oners. Gen. 39:23-The Lord was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did .. 
Once again, another opportunity came. He interprets some dreams for some fellow pris
oners that came true. He even asked the Cupbearer to remember him. He was trying to 
map out how he would get out. Maybe it would only take a week at the most. OH NO, 
another turn. The cupbearer forgot him for two whole years! rr:n sure Joseph thought, "Ifs 
hopeless, rm never getting out of here. So much for those dreams I had so many years 
ago:' Then out of the blue, Pharaoh has a dream. Joseph gets a chance to interpret one of 
his dreams. Then hes second in command of all Egypt. FinalJy .his family went to Egypt 
and that dream he_had so many years ago came true. 

God was leading Joseph the whole time. He knew right where Joseph needed to be to 
save his nation from the famine that was coming. He wanted his man in a certain position 
and He knew the best way to get him there. ''The Lord was with him:' He never left him. 
The Bible doesn't say that Joseph thought those doubts and questions. However, we see 
that by the time he meets Pharaoh he is now broken. Gen. 41 :16-'1 cannot do if, Joseph 
replied to Pharaoh, ''but God.will give Pharaoh the answer he desires:' Humbly he gives 
God the credit. And then patiently he waits to see if the Lord wanted him to help Pharaoh 
accomplish the great task before him. Unlike so many of us who would jump up and say, 
'1 can do it! rll help you organize this:' ' 

So.when God takes a turn that we don't think is quite right. Sit back enjoy the view. Soak 
in all the things you can learn along the way. ~t11 be the ride of your life! 

Patrkia Black 
(Seth & Patricia Black are former members of our congregation) 
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Growth In Jes11s 

AT THE LORD'S COMMAND 
AN INTRODUCTION 

TO THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 

Week Twelve: More Rebellion (Numbers 16-17) 

The great rebellion described in Numbers 14 was 
not, unfortunately, the end of the turmoil in the 
Israelite camp. A new series of open rebellions 
broke out not long afterwards, and only after God 
brutally and drastically punished the offenders 
did the community return to order. For, once ·the 
act and attitude of rebellion becomes accepted in 
a body of God's people, the disease of dissension 
is difficult to cure. Incidents such as Numbers 14 
are rarely isolated. 

Numbers 16 describes how an influential Levhe 
named Korah, two prominent Reubenites named 
Dathan and Abiram, and large group of other 
well-known persons aroused a wave of 
di~sension (16:1~ 14). Using a line always 
popular with rabbl~rousers, they accused Moses 
of lording it over the people, and attempted to 
shift the blame onto Moses for the community's 
own silly refusal to enter the Promised Land. 
They insolently refused even to talk to Moses, 
and matters could only be settled by means of a 
dramatic public confrontation (16:15-35). God 
caused the earth to open and swallow up the 
ringleaders and most of their families, and then 
consumed with fire the 250 community leaders 
who came to · lend support to the rebels. 
Afterward, although Moses showed respect to the 
holy things the rebels had used, there was further 
grumbling among the ignorant populace, 
blaming Moses for the deaths that clearly came 
from God (16:36-41 ). Once again, Moses' own 
pleading saved the · people from complete 
destruction, but God still sent a plague that killed ' 
many of them (16:42-50). God then used 

Aaron's rod to give a miraculous proof that Aaron 
and Moses did indeed speak for him, unlike the 
rebels (17:1-10). Only then did the people 
recover an awareness of the power that they were 
so freely challenging (17: 11 ). 

The urge to rebel lives in every human heart, and 
humans can feel a thrill of excitement, even self
righteousness, when they revolt or attack 
authority. And indeed, in worldly settings, 
resistance to misused human authority can 
sometimes be appropriate, if done in a godly 
way. But Christians must guard themselves most 
carefully against the fleshly tendency to view 
situations that we simply dislike as justifications 
for rebellion. The great majority of church 
divisions, revolts, and factions occur over matters 
that, while of great emotional importance to 
humans, are utterly trivial to God. Hard-headed, 
strong-willed believers might gain emotional 
satisfaction from jutting . out their jaws and 
creating controversy regarding their personal 
agendas, but they look foolish to the godly, and 
they do far more harm to innocent bystanders, 
who simply want to ~ worship God, than ever 
could be justified by the issues involved. 

Moses and Aaron were far from perfect, and 
leaders in the church today are even less so. But 
they are all the same anointed of God, who freely 
and deliberately uses the most frail of humans. 
The· New Testament reminds ,us to have an 
attitude of submissiveness towards our leaders -
significantly, not because they are infallible, or 
even because they are less fallible than their 
followers, but because to do otherwise "would be 
of no advantage to you" (Hebrews 13: 17). At 

, least, that is, if we consi,der the body of Jesus 
Christ more important than our own desires. 

- Mark W. Gwf)er 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Toilet paper, pancake mix, pancake syrup, 
beef stew, muffin mix, cake mix. 

Congratulations 
Jan-Marie Arendash had a baby boy, Silas Ben
jamin on March 27. He was 5 weeks early and 
weighed 6 lbs 8 oz. He seems to be mostly ok. 
Praise God! See Mary Ellen Gale for more de
tails. 

Easter Lilies · 
Cindi Gillespie will be taking orders again this 
year for Easter Lilies. She will have a price by 
Sunday. The deadline for ordering is April 8. 

Special Contribution 
Last week we announced our plans for a spe
cial contribution on Sunday April 8. Some of 
the money collected over our normal weekly 
budget of $6300 will be used to retire a back
log of bills brought about in part by unusually 
high heating costs this past winter. Another 
portion of the money will be used to cover 
some immediate expenses associated with our 
Russian work and to bring the Perriards back to 
the United States for a short but necessary visit 
later this year. Our goal is to collect 3 times 
our weekly budget on the 3th. Please pray and 
plan for this event. A current financial state
me,nt for the church is available in the foyer. 

The Elders 

Calendar 
April 

1 Daylight Savings Time Begins 
4 50's Plus Meeting 
7 Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
8 "Special Contribution Day" 
14 Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
15 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
1.8 50's Plus Meeting 
21 Buildings And Grounds Work Day 
21 Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
27-28 Women's Conference at Nationwide 

Arena 
27-28 Withamsville Youth Rally 
28 Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
29 Area Wide Evening Worship · 

Thank You 
Thank you to everyone for all the cards, gifts 
and delicious food! Little Emma is being born 
into a very warm and loving church family. We 
love you all 

- The Chivington~ 

P.S. To all who brought us food, your dishes are 
in the foyer. 

Contributions 
Last Week $4971 I Avg YTD $5536 

Russia $235 I Avg YTD $251 

Youth Min. $190 AvgYTD $283 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Gene Prince, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, 
Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, 
Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris · 
Youth Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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God, Speak To Me! 
The man whisper,ed, "C.Od, speak to me' 

And, a meadowlark sang. 

But, the man did not hear. 

So the man yelled, "Goo; speak to mer' 

And, the thunder rolled across the sky. 
, . 
But, the man did not listen. 

hen man looked around and said, "God let me see you:' 

And, a star shined brightly. 

But, the man did not notice. 

And, the man shouted, "God show me a miracler' 

And, a life was born. 

But, the man did not know. 

So, the man cried out in despair, ''Touch me God, and let 

me know you are herer' 

Whereupon, God reached down and touched the man. 

But, the man brushed the butterfly away and walked on. 

Don't miss out on, a blessing because it isn't packaged 

"""' as you expect. 
Q 
Q 
C'\I 
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Thomas Levesque 



Ser11ing 6od 

PURE HEART 

"The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a 
sincere faith:' I Timothy 1 :5 

The purpose and 'end of God's law is that man may be led to do God's will out of a pure heart and 
with a good conscience and faith unfeigned. It takes all three of these conditions to make service 
acceptable to God. Men harden their hearts and sear their consciences by doing what their 
consciences condemn. A man who thus violates and corrupts his conscience cannot do 
acceptable services to God. While the good conscience my lead men to violate the will of God, 
run counter to his teaching, it cannot serve God without it is kept pure. There is no more 
dangerous condition in which a man can place himself than to habitually do what he knows to be 
wrong or refuse to do what he knows to be right. 

Of the same nature is the expression "whatsoever is not of faith is sin:' (Rom. 14:23) This Scripture 
is usually applied in a sense differing from the meaning of the apostle. Its use is not one hurtful in 
its nature, .or out of harmony with the Scriptures, and it grows out of the true mean,ing of the- , 
apostle in this text. The meaning clearly is that of doing a tliing as an act of worship, in reference 
to which we have doubts, we condemn ourselves. That is, we cannot violate conscience; if it has 
doubts, they .mu

1
st be respected. The convictions of our hearts must be honored. 

God accepts nothing as worship that is not done heartily with full faith. The inference is clear that 
one who habitually violates his convictions of right soon loses all sense of right, hardens his heart, 
and makes his reformation impossible. The old philosopher who averred his ability to move the 
world, if he only had a fulcrum on which to rest his lever, expressed a universal, necess~ry truth. 
In the material world the lightest particle of matter cannot be moved without a fulcrum on which 
to rest the lever that moves it. It is equally true in morals. No movement of our moral sense or 
action can take place without a moral fulcrum on which to rest the lever of truth which moves it. 
That fulcrum is the sense of right in human nature. If it is destroyed, there is no starting point to 
correct man's moral and spiritual errors. Hence, Paul found mercy because he did liis evil in 
ignorant unbelief; his conscience was good, pure, active; his sense of right was keen and sensitive. 
There iS always hope of such men; God has respect for them. But when a man trifles with .his 
convictions,. does violence to his conscience, holds the truth in unrighteousness-that i~, does not 
practice what he knows to be right, especially if he practices what he knows to be wrong-he 
corrupts his own moral nature, destroys his sense of right, and cuts off all possibility of his turning. 
In many evil »'ays is this protesting against wrong, yet encouraging the wrong, manifested. 

David Upscomb, from"Commentary On The First Epistle To TimothY' 
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61·owth In Jesus 

AT THE LORD'S COMMAND 
AN INTRODUCTION 

TO THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 

Week Thirteen: Life & Obedience Go On 
(Numbers 18-19) 

Because of their rebellion, the generation of the 
Exodus lived aimlessly in the wilderness for 
nearly forty years, without permanent homes, 
without hope for itself. Once they had rejected 
God's offer of the Promised Land, that generation 
had only one reason for existence: to prepare the 
way for a subsequent generation to enjoy the 
blessings . they had foolishly refused for 
themselves. Only after every adult had died who 
had rebelled against. Moses, Aaron, Joshua, and 

· Caleb would the community at last be allowed to 
enter Canaan. We do not know what those 
Israelites thought as .they lived out their nearly 
meaningless lives. We do not 'know whether 
they lived in sullen acceptance of the inevitable, 
or whether they drew solace from knowing that 
their children and grandchildren would at least 
benefit from their misfortunes. We do know that 
God never ceased to work and to prepare for the 
future. In these two chapters, we see a very few 
of the ways that God worked during the long 
years of waiting, to nurture his people spiritually. 

There were no doubt many commands and 
events from the long stay in the wilderness that 
are not recorded for us. The commands we, find 
in Numbers 18 and 19 are all designed to 
sharpen the Israelites' awareness of their identity 
as a chosen, sanctified people, and of the 
important aspects of their relationship with their 
God. The Levitical priesthood was a crucial part 
_of all this, and chapter 18 re-emphasizes some of 
the vital principles first established in Leviticus. 
God speaks to Aaron, driving home the 

responsibility that he and his descendants have 
for protecting the holiness of the sanctuary and 
other sacred things (18: 1-7). The intricate rituals 
of the priesthood were no empty ceremonies, but 
were important in teaching the people the 
distinction between holy and common, clean and 
unclean (Leviticus 10:10). This is . again 
emphasized in the directions· for offerings (18:8-
32), as God carefully details which portions of 
sacrifices belong to him, and which are for the 
priests, who had no land or other means of 
support except the offerings. Likewise, Christians 
must learn to distinguish "Yhat belongs to God 
from what is of this world (see Matthew 22:21). 
Next, the Lord gave numerous commands about 
cleansing to Moses and Aaron (19: 1-22). Th'e 
many, many laws about cleanness and 
uncleanness were by no means arbitrary, nor 
were they (as modern commentators often think) 
based on good hygiene alone. While often of 
value in themselves, they also had the deeper 
purpose of developing in the Israelites a constant 
awareness of the need to be "clean", the need to 
pull themselves out of the tainted, sinful world, if 
they wished God to use and bless them. 

Commands like these were heard and obeyed 
year after year by the Israelites as they wandered 
in the desert. Earlier, they had decided not to 
obey God, but they found that they could never 
really escape being subject to his will. We also 
have the same choice - if we refuse to fulfill the 
plans God has for us, if we shrink back from the 
challenge, he will still use us to prepare the way 
for someone else. We shall be part of his plans, 
willingly or unwillingly. We ought to be willing 
servants, and thus enjoy his blessings as well as 
providing them for others. 

- Mark W. Carne; 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food P~ntry is in need of the following: 
Tea bags, jelly, pancake mix, pancake syrup. 
powdered milk (1 Qt. Packages), beef stew. 

Easter Lilies 
Cindi Gillespie will be taking orders again this 
year for Easter Lilies. She will have a price by 
Sunday. The deadline for ordering is April 8. 

Special Contribution 
Today is our special contribution day. Some of 
the money collected over our normal weekly 
budget of $6300 will be used to retire a back
log of bills brought about in part by unusually 
high heating costs this past winter. Another por
tion of the money will be used to cover some 
immediate expenses associated wi~h our Rus
sian work and to bring the Perriards back to the 
United States for a short but necessary visit 
later this year. Our goal is to collect 3 times our 
weekly budget today. Please pray and plan for 
this event. A current financial statement for the 
church is available in the foyer. 

The Elders 

Annual Church Banquet 
Please mark your calendars for our annual 
"Church Banquet" to be held at Monaco's next 
door, Sunday May 20th at 6:00 p.m. More 
detailsJo follow. 

14 
15 
18 
21 
21 
27-28 

27-28 
28 
29 

Calendar 
April 

Singles Deva, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Buildings And Grounds Work Day 
Singles Deva, 7:00 p;m. In The Annex 
Women's Conference at Nationwide 
Arena 
Withamsville Youth Rally. 
Singles Devo, 7:00 p.'m. In The Annex 
Area Wide Evenfng Worship 

Thank You 
My special thanks to all my brothers & sisters at 
Northland for your prayers, calls, cards and vis
its while I was in the hospital and recovering at 
home. Our God is an awesome God and in 
pain and suffering He brings forth His greatest 
harvest. · Roger Hornbaker 

Contributions 
Last Week $5967 I Avg YTD . $5567 

Russia $330 !Avg YTD $257 

Youth Min. $155 AvgYTD $274 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5_:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, T@m Barnhard~ Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Ripes, Gene Pr.ince, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, DarrelLEstep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Bezyl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Youth Minister: Bobby GraJmm 
E vangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cieveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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His Agony And Our Fellmvship 
I 

"Then cometh Jesus wit them unto a place called Gethsemane, and saith 
unto the disciples, .. tarry ye here, and watch with Me." Matthew 
26:36,38 

We can never fathom the agony in Gethsemane, but at least we need 
not misunderstand it. It is the agony of God and Man in one, face to 
face with sin. We know nothing about Gethsemane in personal experi
ence. Gethsemane and Calvary stand for someth ing unique; they are 
the gateway into Life for us. 

It was not the death on the cross that Jesus feared in Gethsemane; He 
stated most emphatically that He came on purpose to die. In Geth
semane He feared lest He might not get through as Son of Man. He 

·ould get through as Son of God-Satan could not touch Him there; but 
atan's onslaught was that He would get through as an isolate9 Figure 

only; and that would mean that He could by no Savior. Read the re
cord of the agony in the light of the temptation: "Then the devil leaveth 
Him for a season:' In Gethsemane .Satan came back and was again 
overthrown. Satan's final onslaught against our Lord as Son of Man is in 
Gethsemane. , 

The agony in Gethsemane is the agony of the Son of God in fulfilling 
His destiny as the Savior of the world. The veil is drawn aside to reveal 
all it cost Him to make it possible for us to become sons of God. His 
agony is the basis of the simplicity of our salvation. The cross of Christ 
is a triumph for the Son of Man. It was not only a sign that Our Lord 
had triumphed, but that He had triumphed to save the human race. 
Every human being can get through into lhe presence of God now be
cause of what the Son of Man went through. 

Oswald Chambers 
From"My Utmost For His Highesf 

Then Jesu$ went wi,th his disciples to a place called 
Gethsemane, and he said to them, "Sit here while I 

go over ther~and pray." ... Then he said to them, 
"My soul is overwhelmed Wi.th sorrow to the point of 

_·death. Stay here and keep watch wi,th me .. " 
Matthew 26:36, 38 



Ser11ing 6od 

CALV ARV LOVE 

A little book, If, by Amy Carmichael, recently caught my attention and stopped me in my tracks. 
So uncomfortable was I after one or two brief readings that I set the book aside, hoping fo forget 
the impact it had made on my conscience. Rather than asking the Lord to show me what was 
hindering my obedience1 I was actually willing to block that ·book right out of my mind! 

The following excerpts illustrate the power of Miss Carmichael's message: 

'1f I can enjoy a joke at the expense of another, if I can in any way slight'another in conversation, 
or even in though, then I know nothing of Calvary love:' 

Or try this one: 

'1f I take offense easily, if I am content to continue in cool unfriendliness, though friendship be 
possible, then I know nothing of Calvary love:' 

Do you understand why I thought I could just leave that book safely tucked away? I didn't like 
some of th~ things I was having to face. 

Then my mother came within a few minutes of death quite unexpectedly, and I discovered that 
love-the love I have for her, the love she has for me, the love we have for the Lord and the love 
He has for us-is absolutely all that matters. Everything else fades in.to absolute insignificance. It 
was at that point that I was finally willing to be honest enough with myself to compare my brand 
of love with Calvary love. 

Read on if you want to take stock of yourself: 

'1f I do not give a friend 'the benefit of the doubt,' but put the worst construction instead of the best 
on what is said or done, then I know. nothing of Calvary love:' 

'1f I wonder why something trying is .allowed and press fpr prayer that it may be removed; if I 
cannot go on in peace under any mystery, then I know nothing of Calvary love." 

Loving with Calvary love means discovering a deeper level of loving that has little to do with 
emotions. This kind of sacrificial, unselfish love was modeled on Calvary. Calvary love puts other 
first and loves even when it is undeserved and uninvited! "God demonstrates His own love for us 
in this; While we were still sinners, Christ died for uS' (Rom. 5:8). 

2 

Jan Silvious 
From''The Five Minute Devotionar' 

61·owth In Jesus 

AT THE LORD'S COMMAND 
AN INTRODUCTION 

TO THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 

Week Fourteen 
The Sad End 'of An Era (Numbers 20) 

In Numbers 20, . we pick up the story of the 
Israelites as the long years of living . in the 
wilderness are ending. · There are few details 
about those forty years, but now that it is nearly 
time for the new generation to enter the Promised 
Land, the final steps for their preparation are 
'recounted carefully. In the latter portions of 
Numbers, there is excitement and hope in 
knowing that the time has come for everything to 
be fulfilled. But there are also severe growing 
pains. The last of the old generation needed to 
be purged, the new generation had to undergo 
additional training_ and discipline, and, saddest of 
all, God determined that Moses, Aaron, and 
Miriam - the three pill'ars of strength on whom 
Israel had leaned all these years - would not be 
able to enter the Promised Land with their 
people. This becomes clear even as God begins 
the final tumultuous preparations for the new 
generation to enter Canaan. 

First, Miriam dies peacefully '(20:1). But then 
there is turmoil, as the community again begins 
to complain and quarrel (20:2-13). Faced with a 
scarcity of water, the Israelites once again 
reproached Moses and Aaron, and by implication 
reproached God, for taking them away from their 
"secure" position in Egypt. (The recurrence of 
this bizarre longing for Egypt strongly suggests 
that the complaints are being led by the few 
remaining Jews from the older generation.) God 
directs Moses and Aaron to a rock, which is 
ready to give forth Water as soon as they speak to 
it. · But the two brothers, burdened by the 

accumulated strain of combatting rebellion and 
grumbling for four decades, are not able to 
maintain their spiritual composure. They 
become angry, reproach the Israelites bitterly, 
and strike the rock contrary to God's instructions. 
(In Exodus 17, God had told them actually to 
strike a rock to produce water, but here he told 
them to speak only.) 'water comes forth, and the 
grumbling is quieted, but in the aftermath of the 
incident, God tell.s Moses and Aaron that because 
of it they will not be able to enter the Promised 
Land with the nation. Aaron dies soon afterwards 

I 

(20:22-29) and is succeeded as high priest by his 
son Eleazar. Moses led Israel until just before 
they entered Canaan, and was allowed to see the 
land from a hilltop before he died (Deuteronomy 
34). 

The exact reason why Moses was prohibited by 
God from entering Canaan is the subject of 
frequent but fruitless debate. In verse 12, God 
says that Moses and Aaron "did not honor me as 
holy in the sight of the Israelites"; Psalm 106:32-
33 adds that "rash words came from Moses' lips". 
Moses himself discusses the incident in several 
passages in Deuteronomy {Deuteronomy 1 :34-
38, 3:21-28, 4:21-24, 32:48-52, and 34:.1-12), but 
these likewise do not give an explanation of how, 
specifically, Moses "did not honor God as holy". 
But in fact, further speculation is useless and 
counter-productive. Let it be enough to know 
that all of us, whether a newly baptized Christian 
or a man who has spent forty years leading God's 
people, must at all times honor God as holy~ 
And regardless of the details, God had 
determined that it was time for a new era. God 
had already chosen and prepared Joshua, Caleb, 
and others to accept the responsibilities of 
spiritual leadership for the next stage in Israel's 
history. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Tea bags, jelly, pancake mix, pancake syrup 
paper sacks, powdered milk (1 Qt. Packages). 

Mexico Mission Trip 
The fundraiser at Fuddrucker's will be May 6th. 
The entire church is invited to eat lunch at Fud
drucker's to help support the teen's Mexico 
Mission Trip. 20% of the amount spent will go 
to support the teens. 

The Fear Of The Lord 
What does it mean to fear-the Lord? 

It is continual awareness that I am in the pres
ence of a holy, just, and almighty God, and that 
every thought, word, action, and deed is open 
before Him and is being judged by Him. If we 
know that all our secret thoughts, words, and 
actions would be displayed publicly so that 
everyone could watch them and evaluate them, 
it would make a profound difference in the way 
we live. We are usually very concerned over 
what man thinks; how much more should we 
be concerned about God's evaluation of our 
thoughts, words, actions, attitudes, and mo
tives. 

"The eyes of the Lord are in every place, be-
holding the evil and the good" (Proverbs 15:3) 

Author unknown 
(Pulpit Helps) 

Calendar 
April 

15 SO's Plus "Eat'Out Sunday" 
18 SO's Plus Meeting 
21 Buildings And Grounds Work Day 
20 Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
27-28 Women's Conference at Nationwide 

Arena 
27-28 Withamsville Youth Rally 
27 Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
29 Area Wide Evening Worship · 

NWOCYC 
May 4th and 5th will be work days at the camp 
for both teens and adults. See Bobby for more 
information. 

Hospitalized 
Kelly Butler had surgery on Monday. If you can 
help with meals, see Pam Estep. 

Contributions 
Last Week $24555 AvgYTD $6833 

Russia $669 AvgYTD $284 

Youth Min. $555 AvgYTD $293 

Services 
Sunday Blble Study . 9:3Q.am 
Sunday Worship Servtce t'0-:-30-am 
Sunday Evening "" ~ ~"' 5:30 pin 
Wednesday .Ev.enlng 7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur AUeq, Tom Barnhardt, Frarik Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes~ Gene Prince, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deaco~: Brian Amt>ld, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Dai;rell Estep, Jae~ 
~~~. Don ·Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl ¥cMasters, 
Mark-Morris · 
Youllt Minis tu: l;lobby Graham 
E11anee/lsts: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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His Resurrection, Destiny 
'Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to 
enter into His glory?' Luke 24:26 

Our Lord's Cross is the gateway into His life: His Resur
rection means that He has power now to convey His life 
to me. When I am born again from above, I receive 
from the Risen Lord His very life. · 

Our Lord's Resurrection destiny is to bring"many son-s 
unto glory:' The fulfilling of His destiny gives Him .the 
ight to make us sons and daughters of God. We are 

never in the relationship to God that the Son of God is 
in; but we are brought by the Son into the relatron of 
sonship. When Our Lord rose from the dead, He rose 
to an absolutely new life, to a life He did not live before 
He was incarnate. He rose to a life that had never been 
before; and His resurrection means for us that we are· 
raised to his risen life, not to our old life. One day we 

~ shall have a body like unto His glorious body, but we 
~ can know now the efficacy of His resurrection and walk 
E in newness of life. "I would know Him in the power of 
i His resurrection:' 
Q"' 

; '~Thou hast given Him power over all-flesh, that He 
§ should give eternal life to as many as Thou hast given 
~ ~im:' "Ho_ly Spirif is the-ex_perimental name for Eternal 

Life working in human beings here and now. The Holy 
Spirit is the Deity in proceeding power Who applies the 

~ Atonement to our experience. Thank God it is glori-
~ pusly and majestically true that the Holy Ghost can 
1t>"' work in us the very nature of Jesus if we will obey Him. 
:: Oswald Chambers ·-a. From"My Utmost For His Highesf 
q; 



Ser11ing 6od 

FEAR NOT 

I am unaware ~f the original source of the following story: 

As a sergeant in a parachute regiment I took part in several night time exercises. Once, I 
was seated next to a Lieutenant fresh froni Jump School. 

He was quiet, sad, and looked a bit pale so I struck up a conversation. 'Scared, 
Lieutenant?', I asked. 

He replied,"No, just a bit apprehensive:' 

I asked, 'What's the difference?' 

He replied, ''That means rm scared with a university education:' 

H really doesn't matter what word you prefer to use; weve all been there at some point. 
Afraid of what might happen. Afraid of what might not happen. Afraid of what the future 
holds. 

Jesus lets us know that the remedy for"feaf is"faith:' Lister.i again to this familiar Bible story: 

'Now when He got into a boat, His disciples followed Him. And suddenly a great tempest 
arose on the sea, so that the boat was cov~red with the waves. But He was asleep. Then 
his disdples came to Him and awoke Him, saying, 'Lord, save us! · We are perishingr But 
He said to them, Why are you fearful, 0 you of little faith?' Then Me arose and rebuked 
the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm:' (Matt. 8:23-26) 

There was a calm not only in the wind and the waves, but also in the hearts of the 
apostles. Fear will drive out faith, but faith will drive out fear. Whatever it is that 
frightens you today, may you find a"great calni'in knowing that your S~vior is near. 

2 

Alan Smith 
(Boone, NC) 

61·owth In Jesus 

AT THE LORD'S COMMAND 
AN INTRODUCTION 

TO THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 
Week Fifteen: Encounters With 

Surrounding Peoples (Numbers 20-21) 

Even as their accustomed leaders began to pass 
from the scene, the Israelites had to deal with a 
series of encounters with some of the pagan 
nations living near their future homeland. Some 
of these ended peacefully, while ·others resulted 
in war. To the younger Israelites, who had lived 
most or all of their lives in isolation in the desert, 
the matter of dealing with other nations was a 
new one. The only fighting or confrontation they 
had seen had been within their own camp. But,· 
since this was the generation God had purposed 
to take into Canaan, they needed to learn how to 
deal with nations other than their own. This first 
series of encounters helped them to learn how to 
'fight, helped them to develop qn awareness of 
God's presence in fighting for them, and above 
all it taught them to discern when to fight and 
when to make peace. 

There is nearly a war with Edom (the descendants 
of Jacob's brother Esau), when the suspicious 
Edomites inhospitably refuse Moses' request to 
·move through their land (20: 14-21 ). Edom was 
ready for war, but Moses knew that Edom was 
not part of the land God had given to Israel, and 
he led the people in a different direction instead 
of fighting. But the next encounter did not end 
peaceably. Shortly after Aaron died (see last 
week), the Canaanite king of Arad tried to 
ambush and attack the Israelites (21 :1-3). This 
time Israel faced a nation whose land had been 
given to them, and they destroyed Arad after 
asking God for help. Next, after a purging plague 
of venomous snakes (to be discussed next time), 
the Israelites came to Moab (21: 10-20). The 

Moabites were desce11t..la11ls uf Abraham's 
nephew Lot, and were an unbelieving nation, but 
their land had been given to them by God (see, 
for example, Deuteronomy 2:9). Therefore, 
while moving past Moab, Moses makes sure that 
the passage is a peaceful one. But then come 
two fierce and . bloody conflicts: first with the 
Amorites of king Sihon (21:21-31) and then .with, 
Bashan and their king, Og (21 :32-35). God tells 
Moses that he has given both nations and their 
kings over to Israel, and God's people capture 
and destroy them both, taking their land. 

Note the variety of lessons that these incidents 
taught the generation of young Israelites. Most 
obviously, it helped transform them from a 
solitary, nomadic people of the desert into a 
nation of effective fighters. The battles to come 
would be much more difficult, since the 
kingdoms in Canaan were large and stronger than 
those they faced on the way. Therefore these. 
early battles developed habits and awareness that 
they would need later. Further, beyond the 
military and other practical lessons, it taught the 
people to rely on God. It was hard enough to 
learn to trust that God would meet their needs in 
the desert, and .it would be an even bigger 
challenge to trust God in the midst of deadly 
battle. Only by actually exposfng them to tbese 
battles could they develop this measure of faith. 
Finally, and perhaps most importantly, they 
learned when to fight and when to walk away 
from fighting. They learned to take only what 
God gave them, and to fight only when God told 
them to. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Tea bags, jelly, pancake mix, pancake syrup 
paper sacks, powdered milk (1 Qt. Packages). 

Mexico Mission· Trip 
The fundraiser at Fuddrucker's will be May 6th. 
The entire church is invitee! to eat lunch at Fud
drucker's to help support the teen's Mexico 
Mission Trip. 20% of the amount spent will go 
to support the teens. 

Deacon's Meeting 
Th.e will, be a deacons meeti~g Syn April 29 at 
8:00 a.m. before classes at the building. See 
Brian Arnold with any questions. 

Northland ~anquet 
Please make plans to attend our annual family 
banquet at Monaco's Palace May 20 at 6:00. 
Sign up will begin April 29 after Sunday a.m. 
services. If you have some talent you would 
like to share s'ee Don Milnor or Lama Bradley. 

Reynoldsburg Church 
Teen Get-together 

This Sunday April 22 from 3:00 - 8:00 pm; Ser
vices to start at 7:00. See Lloyd or Vickie for 
details and transportation. 

27-28 

27-28 
27 
29 

2 
4 
4-5 
6 

11 
13 
16 
18 
20 
20 

22-25 
25 
?n-2R 

Calendar 
April 

Women's Conference at Nationwide 
Arena 
Withamsville Youth Rally , 
Singles Oevo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
Area Wide Evening Worship 

May 
SO's Plus Meeting 
Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
NWOCYC Teen And Adult Work Days 
Mexico Mission Trip Fundraiser 
At Fuddrucker's 
Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
Mother's Day 
SO's Plus Meeting 
Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Northland Banquet At Monaco'.s 
Palace, 6:00 p.m. 
COCS 4th-6th Grade To Fort Hill 
Singles Devo, 7:0d p.m. In The Annex 
Tree Haven Encamoment 

NWOCYC 
May 4th and 5th will be work days at the camp 
for both teens and adults. See Bobby for more 
information. 

Contributions 
LaSt Week $S~05 I Avg VTD $6769 

Russia $205 I Avg VTD $279 

Youth Min. $375 Avg VTD $298 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sun.~a)' Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
i0:30am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Ripes, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
MarkMords 
Yo11th Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evangelists: Mike lfipes. Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Sifted But Secure 
I 

II 

For, lo, I will command, and I will sift the house of Israel among· all 
nations, like as corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the least grain 
fall upon the eartH' ( Amos 9:9); 

Every sifting comes by divine command and permission. Satan must 
ask leave before he can lay a finger upon Job. Nay, more, in some 
sense' our siftings are directly the work of heaven, for the text says, "I 
will sift the house of Israel:' 

Satan, like a drudge, may hold the sieve, hoping to destroy the 
grain;· but the overruling hand of the Master is a~complishing the pu
ity of the grain by the very process which the ~nemy intended to be 
esttuctive. Precious, but much· sifted corn of the Lord's floor, be 

comforted by· the blessed fact that the Lord directs both flail and 
sieve to His own glory, and to your eternal profit. 

The Lord Jesus will surely u"se the fact which is in his hand, and will 
divide the precious from the vile. All are not Israel that are of Israel; 
the heap on the barn floor is not clean gr~in, and hence the wiri- · 
nowing process must be. performed. In the sieve true weightalone 
has power. Husks and chaff, being devoid of substance, must fly be
fore the wind and.only solid corn will remain. 

.Q Observe the complete safety of the Lord's wheat; even the least grai.n 
§ has a promise of preservation. God Himself sifts, and therefore it is 
:Z: stern and terrible work; He sifts thell,l in all places,"among all nq
Q"' tions'; He sifts them in the most effectual manner, "like as corn is 

~ si~ed in~ sieve'; a~d .vet for ~II this, not the smallest, lightest, .or . 
E most shriveled gram 1s permitted to fall to the ground. Every ind1-

_a vidu.al believer is precious in the sight of the Lord. A shepherd 
§ would not lose one sheep, nor a jeweler one diamond, nor a mother 

one child, nor a man one limb of his body-nor will the Lord lose 
one of His redeemed people. However I ittle we may be, if we are 

...., the Lord's, we may rejoice that we are preserved in Christ Jesus. 
Q . 
Q 
N 

C\i 
"' ::;:: a. 
q: 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon 



Se1·i4ng God 
TO: Jesus, Son of Joseph 

Woodcrafter's Carpenter Shop 
Nazareth 25922 

FROM: Jordan Management Consultants 
· Jerusalem 26544 · 

I 
De.ar Sir: 

Thank you for submitting the res'unies of the 12 men you have picked for managerial positions in 
your new organization. All of them have now taken our battery of tests .. and we have not only run 
the results ~hrough our computer, but also arranged personal interviews for each of them with our 
psychologist and vocational aptitude consultant. 

It is the staff opinion that most of your nominees are lac.king in background, education and 
vocational aptitude for the type of enterprise you. are undertaking. They do not have the team 
concept. We would recommend that you continue your search for persons of experience in 
managerial ability and prove.n capacity. · 

Simon Peter is emotionally unstable and given to fits of temper. Andrew has absolutely no 
qualities of leadership. The two brothers, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, place personal 
interest above company loyalty. Thomas demonstrates a questioning attitude that would tend to 
undermine morale. We feel that it is our duty to tell you that Matthew has been black-listed by 
the Greater Jerusalem Better Business Bureau. James, the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus 
definitely have radical leanings, and they both registered a high score on the manic-depressive 
scale. 

One of the candidates, however, shows great potential. He is a man of ability and 
resourcefulness, meets people well, has a keen business mind and has ~ontacts in high places. He 
is highly motivated, ambitious and responsible. We recommend Judas Iscariot as your comptroller 
and right-hand man. All of the other profiles are self-explanatory. · 

We wish you every success in ·your new venture. 

"So frotit ·now on we regard no one from a worldly 
point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in 

this way, we do so no longer. " 
2 Corinthian.s 5:16. 
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Growth In Jesus 

AT THE LORD'S COMMAND 
AN INTRODUCTION 

TO·THE BOOK OF NUMBERS ' 

Week Sixteen: Final Cleansing Begins 
(Numbers 21:4-9) · 

Numbers 20 and 21 describe the beginning of 
the final preparations for the Israelites' entry 
into Canaan. After a lengthy period of 
inactivity, there were several ways in which 
God acted quickly to complete the preparation 
of a new generation. In the past two weeks, 
we have discussed the change of leadership, as 
God prepared Joshua and others to succeed 
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, and we have 
looked at the initial series of encounters with 
foreign nations that prepared the people for the 
many such confrontations that they would have 
in Canaan. There was· also a third major goal 
that needed to be met before God could allow 
his people to receive their inheritance: the 
purging of the old generat.ion had to be 
completed. Most of them had died in the 38 
years of aimless wandering, but there were still 
some left that needed to be purged in order to 
fulfill God's vow that none qf them would 
enter the Promised Land. This was necessary 
both to fulfill God's word, and also to prevent 
them from dragging down the new generation 
with their ingratitude, lack of perspective, and 
constant complaining. God did not love them 
any less than the younger generation. He had 
offered them the same blessings, and they 
declined them of their own free will. God still 
loved them, but since he could not bless them 
as he had wished to, he made sure that they 
did not drag down the new generation as well. 

The final process of · µurging began with an 
incident that culminated in the well-known 
bronze snake. A new series of complaints and 
impatience, directed at both Moses and God, 
triggered an outbreak of poisonous snakes that 
caused many deaths. Realizing their sin, the 
people turned once again to Moses. As so 
often happened, when they were disciplined 
they suddenly remembered him as their 
deliverer on so many prior occasions. Through 
Moses, God directed them to make a snake of 
bronze, which when placed on a pole would 
provide healing for those Israelites who looked 
at it. lhus was the plague of sna~es headed 
off, but more purging would come later. 

Once ~gain, we see the danger posed by the 
poison of complaining and rebellion, which 
this time is punished - in an especially 
appropriate way. And we see that the time 
does come when God must remove bad 
influences from among his people. In the 
church, our insecurity over the possibility of 
anyone leaving our congregation sometimes 
blinds us to the positive value of the pruning 
that God does. Notice that, while Moses did 
not try to force the complainers to leave the 
camp, neither does he go out of his way to 
placate them.. In the same way, we ought 
never deliberately to provoke others into 
leaving, but neither should their voluntary 
departure cause us to question our own beliefs 
or standing with God. God must frequently 
prune the vine, to keep it healthy, and our part, 
as Jesus said, is simply to remain in the vine 
ourselves. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix, kleenex, toilet paper, paper 
sacks. 

Mexico Mission Trip 
The fundraiser at Fuddrucker's will be May 6th. 
The entire church is invited to eat lunch at Fud
drucker's to help support the teen's Mexico 
Mission Trip. 20% of the amount. spent will go 
to support the teens. 

Northland Banquet 
Please make plans to ~ttend our annual family 
banquet at Monaco's Palace May 20 at 6:00. 
Sign up will begin April 29 after Sunday a.m. 
services. If you have some talent you would 
like to share see Don Milnor or Laura Bradley. 

Directories 

29 
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4 
4-5 
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11 
13, 
16 
18 
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20 

22-25 
25 
26-28 

Calendar 
April 

Area Wide Evening Worship 

May 
SO's Plus Meeting 
Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
NWOCYC Teen And Adult Work Days 
Mexico Mission Trip Fundraiser 
At Fuddrucker's 
Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
Mother's Day 
SO's Plus Meeting 
Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Northland Banquet At Monaco's 
Palace, 6:QO p.m. 
COCS 4th-6th Grade To Fort Hill 
Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
Tree Haven Encampment 
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The non-pictorial directories are available for 
pick up. Also, extra pictorial directories for 
$5.00 are available. See Jack or Cindi at the ta
ble in the foyer after services this morning. 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Yvonne 
Hopkins at the death of her grandmother. The 
funeral was Friday. Please keep the family in 
your prayers. 

...... 
NWOCYC ~~1· ~ ..... 

May 4th and 5th will be work days at the camp ~ 
!or both ~eens and adults. See Bobby for more · . S 
information. :o-...._ ""- ::i 

:c: 
Area Wide Singing Fellowship 

It's not too late to bring some finger food for 
the fellowship after the Area Wide Singing this 
evening. See Lynn Champney or Will Bickley if 
you can bring food or want to help. 

Contributions ~;>, g' 
Last Week $5762 I Avg YTD $6709 k . ~ e 

Se1Vices 

Sunday Bible Swdy 
Sunday Worship Service 
Suilda'y Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:10 am 
5:30"pm 
7:00 pm 

Russia $222 I Avg YTD $276 I ' . /~ ~ ~ 
Youth Min. $245 I Avg YTD $295 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Gene Prince, Ray Thooie, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Youth Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes. Tom Barnhardt 

oi' 
C'f 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cl~veland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (61~) 475-0161 l 

Paradoxes In The Life Of Moses 

Moses was the child of a slave and the son of a queen. 

He was born in a hut and lived in palace. 

He inherited. poverty, but enjoyed unlimited wealth. 

He was the leader of armies, but the keeper of the flock . 

He was the mightiest of warriors and the meekest of men. 

He was educated in the court and dwelt in the desert. 

e was fitted for city and wandered in the wilderness. 

He was backward in speech, but he talked with God. 

He had the rod of a shepherd, but the power of God. 

He was a fugit~ve from Pharaoh and am ambassador for God. 

He was the giver of the Law, but the forerunner of grace. 

He died alone on Mount Nebo and appeared with Christ on the Mount 
of Transfiguration. 

Yet Moses was no different from other men. He had gifts and poten
tials and faults like all of us. But he was a man of faith-a man who 
believed God. 

The Revival Evangelist 
(Akron, Ohio) 

"By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to 
be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. He 

chose to be mistreated along wi,th the people of God 
rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short 

time. He regarded disgrace for the sake of Chri:st as 
of greater val.ue than the treasures of Egypt, because 

he was looking ahead to his reward. " 
Hebrews.11:24-26 



Ser11ing God 
WHEN IT IS BETTER TO FORGET 

A new item reveals that researchers now believe that it is healthier to forget. They say that it is 
good to forget the trivial things of life so as not to overlo~d' the brain. That makes me feel 
better. I thought my forgetfulness was a problem, now I find it's a virtue. N.B. Hardeman once 
said, "Proper equipment in life demands .a good rp.emory, likewise the ability to forget." We 
sometimes forget those things ·we should remember, and treasure those things which need to be 
forgotten. 

' 
1. WE SHOULD FORGET PAST INfilRIES. If one sins against l,lS ~d repents, we are 

obligated to forgive him (Luke 17:3). There is no good to be accomplished by continually 
dwelling on past injuries. If we carry an accumulation of past sins remembered, is that 
really forgiveness? If forgiving we must also forget (Heb. 8: 12). 

1. WE SHOULD FORGET PAST FAILURES. Paul would not dwell on his past. He had to 
forget it and press on to new heights. He had to forget his opposition to the church (Acts 
26:9-11). He had to forget the fact that he once made havoc of the church and was 
personally involved in the persecution of many Christians (Acts 8:1-3). We cannot afford to 
live in the past, dragging ourselves do'wn by mistakes that we have made. Our past failures 
should help us see what we were and what, by God's gra.ce, we can become. 

1. WE SHOULD FORGET PAST ACHIEVEMENTS. This is so that we will not become 
' ' 

satisfied with what we once were, or what we now are. When we stop to applaud our past 
accomplishnients, we are at a standstill for the present and likely to die in our steps. It is 
possible for one to hug his attainments and never go beyond what he has. In the work of the 
Lord's church I have heard people boast, "We used to do this, and we used to do that," in 
response to which I am inclined to say, "That's fine, but what are you doing now, and more 
importantly, what do you intend to do in the future for the cause of Christ by your 
involvement and participation?" The Lord's chtµ"ch, cannot grow on what we used to do, no 
matter how great the accomplishments. Others have paved the way for us by their 
steadfastness and tireless service to Christ, but we cannot camp on it. today and say our work 
is done. Fonner blessings will not suffice for the future. We, like Paul, must press on! 

2 

Dennis Guilledge 
In "The Lord's Way" 

·. 

Growth In Jestis 

AT THE LORD'S COMMAND 
AN INTRODUCTION 

TO THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 

Week Seventeen 
Moab's Fear (Numbers 22:1-20) 

As the Israelites began their final approach to 
the Promised Land, many of the peoples in and 

being even more afraid .of hitn than he was of 
them. Because , he had at least overcome his 
fear to the extent of going where he was 
ordered, he won an easy victory. So too, we 
are told to "resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you" Uames 4:7). Sometimes all it takes is 
a refusal to give in to sin or fear, and the battle 
is suddenly won. At other times, we must 
stand and fight a determined opponent, but in 
that case too, fear only makes defeat more 
likely. 

around Canaan began to dread their coming. Kihg Balak's dealings with the mercenary but 
Their fear was so great that Balak, the king of clever Balaam are spread out over the next few 
Moab, decided that mere military preparations chapters of Numbers. Balaam is an interesting 
were not enough. The king sent for Balaam · character - knowledgeable but self-interested, 
(22:1-8), a self-styled pr9phet who was spiritually aware and yet inconsistent in his 
apparently known for his readiness to produce faithfulness to the truth. In reading over this 
prophecies on demand as long as the price was account, it is not · always clear whether God 
right, and the king asks this prophet-for-hire to approved or disapproved of each of Salaam's 
curse the Israelites. This arrangement would actions. Eventually, Balaam was destroyed by 
soon lead to tumultuous consequences for all his faithlessness, but, he also showed great 
involved, but here in this immediate passage reluctance at times to fulfill the ungodly 
there are some more subtle lessons worth expectations that Balak had of him. Balaam is 
noticing. a go.od case study for us, because we so often 

The fear in Moab, and other peoples in the area 
is very interesting, in light of the lsraeli~es' own 
terror, years before, when told by God to enter 
the land and take it. In our fear and insecurit}', 
we often forget that our spiritual opponents 
have even more reason to fear, since they do 
not have the living God on their side. General 
Ulysses S. Grant recounted in his memoirs an 
incident early in his career that prepared him 
for countless victories later. Having been 
ordered to capture a particular Confederate 
fort, Grant advanced his men much more 
slowly than necessary, because he was afraid 
of the coming 'clash with the enemy. But when 
he reached the fort, there were no defenders 
there -'they had heard of his advance and fled, 

find ourselves in the situation de.scribed here 
(verses 9-20): his self-interest conflicted with 
God's will. Although Balaam several times 
resisted temptation (chapters 23-24), he was 
ultimately destroyed (Numbers 31). While part 
of him was a,lways aware of the truth, he still 
found Balak's worldly enticements tempting, 
and could never rid himself of the desire to act 
for worldly profit. 

We shall continue with the account of Balaam 
next week. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Powdered milk (1 qt. Packages), macaroni and 
cheese, paper s~cks. 

Mexico Mission Trip 
The fundraiser at Fuddrucker's is today, May 
6th. The entire church is invited to eat lunch at 
Fuddrucker's to help support the teen/s Mexico 
Mission Trip. 20% of the amount spent will go 
to support the teens. 

Northland Banquet 
Please make plans to attend our' annual family 
banquet at Monaco's Palace May 20 at 6:00 .. ' 
Sign up will begin after Sunday a.m. services. If 

·you have some talent you would like to share · 
see Don Milnor or Laura Bradley. 

Directori,es 
The non-pictorial directories are available for , 
pick up. Also, extra pictorial directories for 
$5.00 are available. See Jack or Cindi at the ta
ble in the foyer after services this morning. 

Welcome 
Tim and Betsy Mauter placed membership. 

Calendar 
May 

6 Mexico Mission Trip Fundraiser 
At Fuddrucker's 

11 Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
13 Mother's Day 
16 50's Plus Meeting 
18 Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
20 50'5 Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 Northland Banquet At Monaco's 

Palace, 6:00 p.m. 
22-25 COCS 4th-6th Grade To Fort Hill 
25 Singles Devo,· 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
26-28 Tree Haven Encampment 

I 

Help Needed 
Starting May 20th I will begin a part-time job· 
which will become my summer job. I will have 
to work on Wednesday evening from 7 p.m. to 
11 p.m. Debbie has to work evenings-and 
some day hours so sh'e typically is sleeping dur
ing Wednesday service. The children, Jane, ' 
Andrea and Joey, would like to come to service. 
If anyone coulo pick them up and drop them off 
it would be very helpful. If. you can help, 
please call 261-1659: 

TinaMarie Guilfoyle 

Contributions 
Last Week $4654 I Avg YTD - $6895 

Russia $245 I Avg YTD $274 

Youth Min. $265 AvgYTD $293 

Services 
Sunday Bible Swdy 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday ,Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:J0am 
10:30 am 
S:.JO pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur AlleQ, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, RoyEstep, 
Mike Ripes, Gene Prince, Ray TI1ome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, JackMauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
f outh Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evangelists: Mike Hjpes. Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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God 's--Kitchen 

Teenage Grandson: "Grandma, nothing is working in my lifer 

Grandma: "How do you mean?' 

Grandson: "You know! At school, at home, my friends, my girl
friend, you knowr' 

Grandma: 'Would you like some of the cake rm making?' 

Grandson: "Surer' 

randma: "Here, have a cup of cooking oil:' 

Grandson: "Yuck! I cant drink thatr' 

Grandma: "How about a couple of raw eggs?' 

Gra~dson: "Gross, Grandmar' 

Grandma: 'Would you like a cube of margarine? Or some flour? 
Or maybe baking soda?' . 

Grandson: "Come on Grams, you are making me sick! I want 
some caker' 

Grandma: "Thafs right, these ingredients seem bad by then:iselves. 
But when you put them together in the right w.ay and slowly bake 
them in an oven, they make a great caker' 

This is how God works in our lives. We often wonder why He 
lets us experience hard times; taken by themselves they seem dif-
ficult. But God knows what He is doing. When all the ingredi

._ ents are together and allowed to bake in His time, they always 
Q work for our good! 
~ 'Sermon-I I I ustrati ons-Each-Week' 
co .. 
~ 

~ 



Ser11ing God 

HOW LAZY CAN YOU GET? 

The story is told of a man who told his doctor that he wasn't able to do all the things 
around the house that he used to do. When the examination was complete, he said, 
'Now, Doc, I can take it. Tell me in plain English what is wrong with me:' 

Well, in plain English;' the doctor replied, ''you're just lazy:' 

'Okay;' said the man. "Now give me the medical term so I can tell my wife:' 

Speaking of laziness, I am reminded of some of the humorous images painted by Solomon 
in 'the book of Proverbs: 

'The lazy man says, 'There is a lion in the road! A fierce lion is in the streets!' As a door 
turns on its hinges, so does the lazy man on his bed. The lazy man buries his hand in the 
bowl; it wearies him to bring it back to his mouth:' (Proverbs 26:13-15) 

Imagine a man so lazy that he can't even lift his fork to his mouth to eat. Now that's lazy! 
But, while Solomon uses humor, he is trying to make a serious point. Laziness is a terrible 
sin. ' ' 

. 
Oh, I know, I know, if you were to make a list of the ten worst sins, you probably wouldn't 
include laziness. But think about it for a moment. Think about something good that you 
intended to do recently-make a visit, send a card, invite someone over for dinner. Now 
think about why you didn't get it done. Is there a chance you said, "I just didn't get around 
to if? That may be the'tnedical terni', but you know what it is in"plain Ehglish:' 

Take a little extra effort (yes, it will take effort!) to do something good today that you know 
needs to be done. No excuses, no laziness, just do it. 

Alan Smith 
(Boone, NC) 

~ ' 

"The sluggard says, "Ther:e is a lion .in the road., a fierce lion 
roaming the street__$!" As a door t11rns on its binges, so a 

sluggard turns on ·l]is bed. The sluggard bitries his han.d in 
the dish; he is to.o lazy to bring it back. to his mouth. 

~ Proverbs 26:13-15 

6rowt/1 /11 Jesus 
AT THE LORD'S COMMAND 

AN INTRODUCTION 
TO THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 

Week Eighteen 
Balaam & His Donkey (Numbers 22:2141)' 

After Balaam received an offer from the king of 
Moab, who wanted the prophet to curse the 
Israelites, Balaam faced a decision. He was 
essentially a prophet-for-hire, willing to proclaim 
a favorable message as long as he was rewarded 
for it, and so he would have liked to cash in on 
the Moabite king's fear of the Israelites. At the 
same time, he really could hear God, and God 
spoke to Balaam several times with a clear 
message. In the famous story of Balaam and his 
donkey, we see Balaam's headstrong desire to 
serve himself collide with God's desire to 
communicate the truth' to the wayward prophet. 
The story is thus, in a sense, a parallel for the 
struggle between our soul, which longs for God, 
and our flesh, which longs to please itself. 

(Note: although the Numbers narratives are often 
unclear as to exa~ly what Balaam's priorities and 
motives were, and while they show that he 
sometimes did tne right thing, Balaam is strongly 
and un'equivocally condemned in New 
Testament books such as 2 Peter and Jude for his 
greed and his selfish motivation.) 

As Balaam sets out, God uses his donkey, a 
humble beast of burden, to convict the prophet of 
his error. When God's angel blocks Balaam's 

·path, the donkey goes off the road and into a 
field, only to be beaten by her impatient master 
(22:2·1-23). Soon afterwards, when the angel 
again blocks the road at a narrow passageway, 
the donkey presses to the side to avoid the angel, 
only to receive another beating (22:24-25). 

When the angel blocks the way for a third time, 
the animal simply sits down, receives a third 
beating, and then opens its mouth to reprove 
Balaam (22:26-28). Balaam not only is so 
determined to go his own way that he has 

· allowed an animal to have greater powers of 
perception than him, but he is also so consumed 
by insensate passion that, rather than being 
astounded that an animal has spoken to him, he 
simply pours out more rage (verse 29), only to be 

· at last persuaded by reason from the donkey, and 
then from the angel (22:30-35), . Balaam is finally 
sent on his way after having been severely 
humbled (22:3,6-41 ). 

Like Balaam, we often set out on a stubborn, 
prideful course, thinking that we know how to 
run our own lives better than God does. As God 
did for Balaam, he will send us numerous patient 
reminders and hints that we are going the wrong 
way. But like Balaam, we so often become 
aggravated and frustrated with God's 
communications, rather than being grateful for 
them. .we must learnt to accept hardships and 
discipline for their valuable spiritual nourishment 
(see, for example, Hebrews 12:4-13). There may 
even be other persons in our lives who, like this 
donkey, must bear with our impatience and our 
slowness to learn. We ought to learn to open our 
eyes voluntarily, and to develop a spiritual 
perspective on our lives before a crisis comes. 
Such a decision would have saved Balaam a 
great deal of frustration and confusion, and 
making such a decision in our lives will make it 
much easier for God to communicate with us. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry -

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Jelly, powdered Milk (1 qt pkg.), paper sacks. 

Northland Banquet 
Please make plans to attend our annual family 
banquet at Monaco's Palace May 20 at 6:00. 
Sign up will be after Sunday a.m. services. If 
you have some talent you would like to share 
see Don Milnor or Laura Bradley. 

Directories 
The non-pictorial directories are now available, 
they are free. Also, extra pictorial directories for 
$5.00 are available. See Jack or Cindi at the ta
ble in the foyer after services this morning. 

Mexico Mission Trip 
For those of you who mis'sed a great time last 
Sunday at Fuddruckers, you have another 
chance to join in on the food and fun. We have 
scheduled another fundraiser on Sunday June 
3rd. The entire church is invited to eat lunch at 
Fuddrucker's to help support the teen's Mexico 
Mission Trip. 20% of the amount spent will go 
to support the teens. 

Words For Thought 
Forbidden fruits create many jams. 
Give Satan an inch and he'll be a ruler. 
He who angers you controls you. 
Exercise daily - walk with the Lord. 

13 
16 
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20 
20 

22-25 
25' 
26-28 
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Calendar 
May 

Mother's Day 
50's Plus' Meeting 
Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Northland Banquet At Monaco's 
Palace, 6:00 p.m. 
COCS 4th-6th Grade To Fort Hill 
Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
Tree Haven Encampment 

June 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
COCS Kindergarten Graduation 
Graduation Recognition -
Mexico Mission Trip Fundraiser 
At Fuddruckers , 
COCS 6th Grade Graduation 
50's Plus Meeting 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
Services At Willow Brook 
Charlie's Camp Week At NWOCYC 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. · 
Fathers Day 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
Garage Sale Fundraiser For Mexico 

Contributions 
Last Week $5063 !Avg YTD $6514 

Russia $160 IAvgYTD $268 

Youth Min. $180 IAvgYTD $287 

Se1Vlces 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Gene Prince, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Youth Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evangelist~: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A Mother's Faith 

'1 call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which 
dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I 
am persuaded that in thee also." (2 Tim. 1 :5). 

Lois and Eunice are not irrelevancies in the story of Timothy. 
What they were had much to do with what he was, or they 
would not have been named with this honor. As one missionary 
put it, "To make a sound Christian of a Hindu you have got to con
vert his grandmother:' 

owhere will we find a more wonderful exa~ple of such femi
ine spiritual aristocracy than in the life of Abraham Lincoln. 

When he was a baby his mother said that she would rather have 
him learn to read the Bible than to have him own a farm. While 
the boy was still young, in forlorn poverty that mother died and 
was buried without religious servkes at her grave. Afterwards 
came a step-mother-a most understanding woman. She also de
sired that Abraham learn to read, and to read the Bible. He did. 

So the two women of the backwoods had ambition for the boy 
and gave him guidance. Who knows how much they contributed 
to what he became? It may be that some of us who wish we had 
greater opportunity fail to recognize those we have in the nurtur
ing of faith in our children. 

Pulpit Helps 

"I httUe been reminded of your sincere faith, 
which first lived in your grandmother Lois 

and in your mother Eunice and, I am 
persuaded, now lives in you also. n 

2 Timothy 1:5 



Ser11ing God 

FOR THE NEXT TRAVELER 

There's no such thfng as aN~lf-made person: Everyone who achieves something worthwhile stands on 
the shoulders of those who have come before. He learned hard work and principled behavior from a 
father, Scout leader, or teacher. She had a professor in college, a mentor at the company, or an 
advocate when nobody else,believed in her. rll bet you are naming some of yours as you read this. 

Now i(s time to give back. There is.someone in your world who needs a teacher, guide, and role 
model. Maybe i(s your child. It could be your brother's little girl. It might be a teenager whose father 
died or walked away. Perhaps it is the new person at work. It could well be someone watching you 
without your awar.eness of it 

I read the story of a man who found a note written by Desert Pete. It was in a tin can tied to an old 
pump handle on a remote desert trail. 

Dear Friend, 
. . 

This pump is all right as of June 1932. I put a new sucker washer in it and it should last for at least five 
years. But the washer dries out and the pump has to be primed. So under the white rock to the north 
rve buried a bottle of water, out of the sun and corked up. 

There's enough water in the bottle to prime the pump, but not if you take a drink first. Pour about one~ 
fourth of the water and let it soak the leather washer. Then pour in the rest medium fast and pump like 
crazy. You'll get water. 

This well has never run dry. Have some faith. Then, when you've pumped all the water you need, fill 
the bottle and put it back where you found it for the next feller who travels this path. 

..'.Desert Pete 

Like the next person who found the note, we need to be reminded to leave things in good order for 
those who will come after us. And that means paying attention to the instructiqns God left for us about 
integrity and effort. It means having faith that they'll produce a good result for us, that God will never 
fail us. Then we I.eave something for those who are going to be coming down the path after we're 
gone. 

If you are grateful for what you were bequeathed as an American or in your family, at work on in the 
Body of Christ, be unselfish enough to remember that others are yet to come after you. Leave 
something they can use to prime the pump. · 

Rubel Shelly & the Woodmont Hills Church 
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Growth In Jes11s 

AT THE LORD'S COMMAND 
AN INTRODUCTION 

TO THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 

Week Nineteen 
Balaam's Oracles (Numbers 23-24) 

After God used a donkey and an angel to 
humble him, Balaam set out to meet with the 
Moabite king Balak. Because the king feared 
that God's people might take over his land, he 
wanted to hire the prophet to pronounce 
curses on the Israelites. The king offers a 
sacrifice, only to hear Balaam bless Israel 
instead of cursing-it (23:1-12). Angered, the 
king tries again to buy the message he wants to 
hear, but again Balaam pronounces an oracle 
of blessing given to him by God (23:13-26). 
The king tries a third time, with the same 
results (23:27-24:14), and then gives up in 

, frustration. That does not stop Balaam from 
pronouncing yet a fourth oracle about Israel's 
strength and coming victory (24:15-19), along 
with some added messages about surrounding 
nations (24:20-25). · 

The king found that no amount of money or 
sacrifice could change the truth. And Balaam, 
even though (as discussed earlier) eager to turn 
prophecy into profit, found that he could not 
suppress the t~uths that God had revealed to 
him, even if it did not serve his own selfish 
good. For even the most hardened persons 
know in their hearts that the truth cannot be 
changed. Humans may rail against the truth, 
they may invent bizarre rationalizations or 
seemingly sophisticated theories to deny the 
truth, they may openly resist and rebel against 
the truth. But no one can change the truth of 

God and his Word - not with anger, not with 
money, not with phony logic, not even with 
good deeds or "sincerity". And deep inside us, 
we all know that - which is why those humans 
who try so hard to resist or deny the truth often 
end up being miserable. And those who are 
not openly miserable live their lives in constant 
insecurity, feeling a need to over-react with 
surges of emotion whenever someone tries, 
however gently, to point out the truth to them. 

Further, Salaam's experience warns us that it is 
not enough to submit to the truth grudgingly, to 
go along with it in spite of ourselv.es while 
secretly hoping that Goa or the truth will 
change. That is what Balaam did many times 
in the Numbers narratives about hi'm, and 
while he did end up doing the right thing at 
times because of it, in the end he was 
destroyed. Numbers 31 :8 tells us that he was 
killed at God's command, along with other 
enemies of the truth, and in the New 
Testament he is a·lways used as an illustration 
of deception and of sinful, selfish greed. 
Because he knew the truth, but never really 
rejoiced in it or appreciated it, he could never 
overcome his sinful nature. 

We must learn ~o rejoice in God's truth, and to 
help one another to do the same. There are 
many, many things in the Scriptures that our 
flesh does not like and will not like. God 
expects this, and does not condemn us for it. 
But he tioes expect us to rise above our flesh, 
through the wisdom of his Word and the 
p~wer of his Spirit. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Jelly, jello, paper bags. 

Northland Banquet 
The Northland Banquet is this Evening at Monaco's 
Palace at 6:00 p.m. There will be no evening ser-
vices. 

Open House 
Come help us celebrate JD's graduation on June 8 
from 6:30-10 p.m. at 800 Tradewind Dr. For direc
tions & info call 898-9556. Be prepared to write 
your favorite memory of JD and to have your wish 
for him video taped! 

Open House 
You are invited to a graduation open house for 
Lindsey Estep on June 3rd from 2-5 p.m. at 4112 
Stockade Place. For directions call 475-3010. 

Teens 
We will have our last Fuddruckers Fundraiser for 
Mexico on June 3rd right after church. We encour
age everyone to turn out and help support our teens 
and fellowship with one another. 
Our garage sale is scheduled for June 23. If you 
have anything you would like to donate please give 
it to Bobby. Our Summer Youth Series date is set for 
July 31. We encourage all teens to participate in 
this as well as in all other Summer Youth Series ac-
tivities. 

Thank you 
Doug Estep wishes to thank the congregation for 
their prayers. He has survived his bypass heart sur
gery and is recovering satisfactorily. 

Deacons 
Please note that the meeting scheduled for the end 
of this month has changed to June 3rd at 8:00 a.m. 
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Calendar 
May 

Northland Banquet At Monaco's 
Palace, 6:00 p.m. 
COCS 4th-6th Grade To Fort Hill 
Singles Devo, 7:00 p.m. In The Annex 
Tree Haven Encampment 

June 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
COCS Kindergarten Graduation 
Deacon's Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
Graduation Recognition 
Mexico Mission Trip Fundrais·er 
At Fuddruckers 
COCS 6th Grade Graduation 
50's Plus Meeting 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
Services At Willow Brook 
Charlie's Camp Week At NWOCYC 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
Fathers Day 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
Garage Sale Fundraiser For Mexico 
Evening VBS For Elementary Students 
and Adults 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 

Contributions 
Last Week $6957 I Avg YTD $6537 

Russia $247 I Avg YTD . $267 

Youth Min. $580 AvgYTD $302 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Gene prince, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Youth Minister: Bobby Graham • 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Return Good For Evil 

'But if you enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give 
him a drink; for in so d~ing you will heap burning coals upon his 
head:' Romans 12:20 

A Christian lady owned twp prize chickens that got out of their 
run and busied themselves in the garden of an ill-tempered 
neighbor. The man caught the hens, wrung their necks, and 
threw them back over the fence. Naturally, the woman was up
set, but she didn't get angry and rush over and scream at him. 

nstead, she took the birds, dressed them out, and prepared two 
hicken pies. Then she delivered one of the freshly lJaked pies to 

the man who had killed her hens. She apologized for not being 
more careful about keeping her chickens in her own yard. 

Her children, expecting an angry scene, hid behind a bush to see 
the man's face and hear what he'd say. But he was speechless! 
That chicken pie and apology filled him with a burning sense of 
shame. 

But she wasn't trying to get even. Her motive in returning good 
for evil was to show her neighbor true Christian love, and maybe 
even bring about a change of heart. 

Arthur Unknown 
Verse A Week Club 

"On the contrary: "If your enemy is 
hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give 

hin;i some~hing to drink. In doing this, 
you wi.ll heap burning coals on his head." 

Romans 12:20 



Ser11ing 6od 

THANK GOD FOR HIS MER(:Y! 

The word"merql' is a wonderful word in scripture. It is the word eleos. Mercy is not the same as grace. 
Grace is Gods transforming power in our lives and deals with our sin. But mercy is the ability that God 
gives, either directly or through another, to help us bear up under the consequences of our sin. That is why 
we are not told to show grace but we are told to show mercy. In fact, the mercy that will be shown to us 
one day will be according to the mercy we have been willing in Gods power to show to others. Tucked 
away in the little book of James are these potent words: ''So speak and so act, as those whoaJe to be judged 
by the law of liberty. For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over 
judgmen('(w. 2:12, 13). ~ 

When one is living by the"law of liberty;'this means, in my understanding, living by the"law of hearing;' as 
found in James 1 :25. Under the"law of liberty; when one hears the Word h_e must immediately respond to it 
in obedience, and in so doing is set free from himself. He is liberated from the power of his flesh. When. 
that takes place, then the Spirit produces in him a compassionate heart which motivates the mercy that is 
desperately needed in this world. Mercy is not some human emotion worked up. and then displayed so we 
can take credit for it; it is a fruit of God working in a"doer of the Word' who has learned to live by the law of 
liberty. 

We all desperately need this mercy. We all make stupid choices and they all have their consequences. We 
are all guilty and therefore we all are in need of the ability to bear up under the consequences of our sin. A 
person who shows mercy to others is a person who lives in the mercy that God is showing him. In Matthew 
5:7 it says, "Blessed are the merciful for they shall receive mercy:' The word"blessed' is makarios. It means 
'fully, inwardly satisfied," not just''happy; as some translate it. Matthew is saying that those who are fully, 
inwardly satisfied with Christ are those who are the ones showing others mercy. The implication is that they 
themselves are daily living in the mercies that God is bestowing upon them. Literally the verse should read 

· 'Blessed, the merciful for they. shall receive mercy:' 

. . 
When I think of Gods mercy that I do not deserve, and the people He has led into my life to help me bear 
up under the consequences of my sin, how can I be anything but merciful to others when I witness their 
suffering around me? I love the verse in 2 Car. 1 :3 "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of m~rcies and god of all comfort.H He is the well of all comfort. Unless yolfve drunk from that 
well, then you have no idea of what rm talking about. 

You see, there are some in the Body of Christ that seem so insensitive to the consequences of another's sin. 
They are so judgmental and opinionated when it comes to those who do not make wise choices. 1 May I just 
suggest to that dear proud brother that his day is coming. No one has arrived, and when we do fail and are 
under the difficult pain of the consequences of wrong choices, it is then that we will cry out for Gods 
mercies. It is then that we will praise Him for the. kind brother who comes alongside us and doesn't judge 
us, because he has been there, but simply loves us and helps us in our time of need. Oh, the mercies of 
God! They are fresh every day! And oh, how wonderful are those believers that allow God to work in them 
and through them that help us bear up under the consequences of our sin. Open our eyes, Lord, that we 
might see others who are desperate in their need! 

Wayne Barber 
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61·owth In Jesus 

AT THE LORD'S COMMAND· 
AN INTRODUCTION 

TO THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 

Week Twenty 
Seduced By the World (Numbers 25) 

The king of Moab tried time after time to 
persuade the prophet Balaam to curse Israel, 
and thus to relieve Moab of the fear that the 
Israelites would take their land. His attempts 
failed, but all the while there was a much 
simpler, and more devastatingly effective, 
means of combating the people of God. The 
Moabites turned to a most basic, but highly 
effective, method of turning others away from 
God: fleshly desire. The women of Moab lured 
the men of Israel into sexual immorality, 
causing them to commit grievous sins against 
God and against their Israelite sisters. And yet 
there was an even more insidious effect than the 
immorality itself: through their infatuation with 
these pagan women, the men of Israel were 
quickly led into worship of the Moabites' idols 
(25:1-3). God burned with anger against his 
people for their foolish and unnecessary 
betrayal of him (25:4-5), ~nd it was only after 
bloodshed and deadly plague that God's people 
were cleansed of their sin (25:6-17). This 
disturbing episode should warn us on at least 
two different levels. · 

Most obviously, this incident is a graphic 
illustration of the lethal power of sexual desire. 
It is one of Satan's crudest, but most effective, 
weapons against those whom he hates. 
Physical desire causes humans to lose all sense 
of justice, love, consideration, responsibility, 
and self-respect. If indulged, it destroys our 
judgment, negates our wisdom, and quickly 

ruin.s reputations and relationships - most 
devastatingly, our relatio11ship with God. While 
it is true that some extremist believers over
react, and advocate an unnecessary degree of 
physical self-denial, this does not in the least 
justify any self-indulgence or rationalization 
when it comes to the Scriptural commands to 
curb our physical desires. And while our 
bodies are indeed a gift from God, they must, 
like all earthly blessings, be used responsibly 
and with restraint. Ab.using God's gifts is both 
foolish and ·ungrateful. Put simply, any human 
to whom physical pleasure is a higher priority 
than spiritual· growth is no better than an 
animal - and such a person is, in fact, less 
spiritual than an animal, because animals learn 
to mate only in season and only as God 
designed them to do. 

But even beyond the specific sins committed by 
Israel in this sordid episode, we see how 
quickly we can b.e led astray by the world, and 
in particular when we try too hard to be friends 
with the world. "Anyone who chooses to be a 
friend of the world. becomes an enemy of 
God" Uames 4:4). The moment we begin to 
care more about the world's opinions than we 
care about the world's needs, we become slaves 
to the world's perspectives. Our calling is not 
to make the world like us, or to see what we 
can get from the world, but to reflect God's light 
and love to the world, so that some of them 
might come out of the darkness and be saved. 
When we allow the world to seduce us, when 
we.adopt their values Gut of insecurity or desire, 
we do a grave disservice not only to ourselves 
but also to them. 

- Mark W. Carner 
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Family lnforn1ation 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry i,s in need of the following: 
Jelly, jello, paper bags. 

Open House 
Come help us celebrate JD's graduation on 
June 8 from 6:30-10 p.m. at 800 Tradewind Dr. 
Fo~ directions & info call 898-9556 . 

Open House 
You are invited to a graduation open house for 
lindsey Estep on June 3rd from 2-5 p.m. at 
4112 Stockade Place. For directions call 475-
3010. 

Open House 
You are invited to a graduation open house for 
Emily Gale on June 9th from 2-8 p.m. at The 
Gale's home 4985 'Headley Rd, Radnor Oh. ' 
Feel free to stop by on your way to NWOCYC 

Open House 
You are invited to a graduation open house for 
Justin Gillespie on June 9th from 1-5 p.m. at 
2129 Case Rd. Please RSVP at 262-9099. 

' . 
Teens 

We will have our last Fuddruckers Fundraiser' 
for Mexico on June 3rd right after church. We 
encourage 'everyone to turn out and help sup
port our teens and fellowship with one another . 

. Our Summer Youth Series date is set for July 
31. We encourage all teens to participate. 

Deacons 
Please note that the meeting scheduled for 'the 
end of this month has changed to June 3rd at 
8:00 a.m. 
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Calendar 
May 

Tree Haven Encampment 

June 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
COCS Kindergarten Graduation 
Deacon's Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
Graduation Recognition 
Mexico Mission Trip Fundraiser 
At Fuddruckers 
COCS 6th Grade Graduation 
50's Plus Meeting 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
Services At Willow Brook 
Charlie's Camp Week At NWOCYC 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
Fathers Day 
50's Prus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Singles Deva 7:00 p.m. 
Garage Sale Fundraiser For Mexico 
Evening VBS For Elementary Students 
and Adults 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 

Contributions 
Last Week $5520 IAvgYTD $6488 

Russia $209 IAvgYTD $264 

Youth Min. $495 IAvgYTD $311 

Services 
. Sunday Blble Stt.dy 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elden: Wilbll.r Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Fi"ank Ghappel~ Roy Estep, 
Mike Ripes, Gene Prince, Ray Thome1 Charlie Yates -
Deacons: ·Brian Arnold, John. Bra-dfoy, Lynn.Champney,, Darrell Estep, Jack 
:Evans, Don' Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg~ Beryl McMasters, 
MarlC Morris · 
Youth Minister: Bob'by Graham 
Evanl!elists: Mike flipes_. Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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We Are The Church 
I • 

'Summer is here at last:' Does that sound familiar? The most exciting 
part of every, school year for me was the last day of school. Not having 
to go to school for three months was certainly more satisfying than sit
ting in class all day and then having to go home and do homework. I 
even know one kid that when school let out for the summer, his family 
would also take a break from attending worship. 

With my family, it was a little different. Actually, it was very different. 
No matter where we were on vacation, Sunday morning we went to 
worship services. If the drive to the local congregation were much 
more than thirty or forty minutes, we would have a family devotidnaL 
Of course us kids ( there were four of us) thought this was going a bit 

eyond the call of duty, but my parents insisted. 

Why diq they make,us go to church all the time? It would be several 
yE;!ars before r really understood. As I grew older, I came to realize my 
faith could not be dependent.on my parents. At sonie point in time, 
they finally had to let go and let me face life and God on my own. But 
it did not just happen over night. All those years of taking me to 
church and other related functions .would eventually have a significant 
impact. I may not have urderstood all the lessons on morals, values 
and living a Christian life at that time, but when I was finally on my 
own, it was these things I held on to. Over time, I would grow to un
derstand the meaning of the lessons until finally, I realized that we did 
not go to church out of fear of being struck by lightning, but that when 
we have,a right relationship with the Lord, worshiping him is a natural 
part of being a Christian. 

When going to"churclf is an obligation we think we have to fulfill we 
completely miss the meaning of worship. In fact, we should not say we 
are going to church. We are the church. How can we go to ourselves? 
We come together to worship our savior, nqt satisfy a duty. No, you 
will not be struck dead if you miss worship, but isn't there a parallel be
tween our commitment to the Lord and our commitment to worship? 
Maybe what we- need to work on is not 8Ql!!g to"diurcli' but our rela-

..,.. tionship with the church. 
Q Richard Burch 

Temple City, California ~ 
...: 
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TAKE UP YOUR CROSS EACH DAY 

The cross is not only"once and for all;' because we need morning by morning to ·wake up venturing toward . 
Jesus. · 

The genius of the cross is that it presses us into a closer relationship with Jesus. The cross is terrifying at 
times; it can be full of pain. As He tore apart His life for us; at times we will have our lives torn apart for the 
gospel cross. Yet the conclusion of all the hurt is to being us into such absorbing communion with Jesus 
that we have no other primary focus. 

The trifles of life get in the way of simplicity. Daily debris tends to crowd Jesus out. It does not take much 
of the cares of this world-whether of pleasure or of pain-to detour our attention away from our Lord. Very 
little confusion can send us on paths that were never meant for our sours good. 

Therefore, Jesus directs His own to clutch the cross anew with each new dawn. It is a kind gesture on His 
part. He does not want us to lose our ways; therefore, He sets the schedule. He orders the agenda. As you 
wake up to new hours, they may hold suffering; they may be laden with surprises; or thy may be weighted 
with much monotony. In any case, you do not want to miss our on what Jesus has to say to you in the 
suffering, the surprise, or the boredom. He is always there as mentor. You may miss His teaching if you are 
caught up wholly in the experience. Each day is meant to deal out its own maturing. And that can only be 
done when you take anew your cross, venturing closer and closer to Jes\,.ls afresh. Grow more mature as you 
increase in yoke-companionship. Never tire of Him, though you begin to tire of"religiorl' and its 
programmed niceties.· 

Jesus is waiting. The cross is waiting at each morning's gate. Then take it and come alive in Jesus-anew. 

See that your walk with Jesus is simple. If you must slow down to walk simply, then slow down. If you 
· must analyze your worship component to rid yourself of needless impedimenta, then see to it. If you must 
clip short some of your running about for church work in order to get closer to Jesus, take it to task in the 
morning. Jesus said, "Consider the lilies of the field~ Consider the nub of their being. They are simply there 
for the plain enjoyment of the Creator God who formed them. Are you simply there for the enjoyment of 
your Creator God who redeemed you? The cross is not pleasant to contemplate. Our flesh will wonder if it 
is not too cruel. Indeed, the Place of the Skull witnessed extreme cruelty. Therefore, when we, too, carry 
the cross, it will at times slash us through and through. At such"out season~ in our lives, we may be tempted 
to forfeit the Calvary journey. · 

It is then that the disciple must most precisely discern the spirits. If they would destroy your loyalty to the 
cross, they are of hell. 'Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?' "Though He slay me, yet I will trust 
Him:' 

Do you sense being blocked in on every side, with hardly space to breathe? Every disciple has been there, 
every cross-bearer has been there. It is a time for holding on. Eventually, the demons will cower, and you 
will come into the resurrections presence, tested and strengthened. It has to be, for it is His will. 
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J Grant Swank, Jr. 
From Pulpit Helps 

6rowth /11 Jes11s 

AT THE LORD'S COMMAND 
• AN INTRODUCTION 

TO THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 

Week Twenty-One 
The Second Census (Numbers 26) 

After a series of tumultuous events, we come 
once more to a section of Numbers containing 
detailed information that seems at first glance 
to have little spiritual importance. Chapter 26 
contains the second census of the Israelite 
community taken by Moses, "as the Lord 
commanded" (verse 4). In style and content, it 
is similar to, and in some respects more 
detailed than, the first census described in· 
chapters 1 (for the 11 tribes) and 3 (for the 
Levites). Earlier, we remarked on three specific 
reasons why the Holy Spirit recorded the 
details of these censuses, to be read by 
believers over 3000 years later. We shall 
review these points, since they are important 
not only in their own right but in helping us to 
see that no portion of inspired Scripture is 
without spiritual importance. We shall also 
make some additional comments on the 
second census. 

There are at least three_ major reasons why 
these census records are preserved in such · 
detail in the Bible. First, they demonstrate the 
size of the community that God led through the 
desert. The vast size gives us an idea of the 
power of God, and also of his patience in 
meeting their needs amidst so much grumbling. 
Then, the naming of specific families and their 
heads reminds us that the events of the Old 
Testament were real happenings involving real 
humans. These are historical records, and 
events in these lives so many centuries ago ~till 
have spiritual relevance. This not only can 

strengthen our faith, by reminding us of the 
truth and reliability of the Scriptures, it also can 
remind us of the far-reaching impact that 
human lives and ministries can have when God 
is allowed to lead and reign. Finally, these 
records show us that God's promises were 
passed on to, and fulfilled for, each successive 
generation of his people. God's promises to 
Abraham were inherited by Isaac, then by 
Jacob, then by Jacob's children, and so on 
through each new generation. And in Christ 
we also inherit these very same promises, 
which are fulfilled for us through Jesus in a 
deeper and more powerful way, just as God 
promised Abraham so long ago, "all peoples .on 
earth will be blessed through you" (Genesis 
12:3). 

This last point is especially important in view of 
the Israelites' rebellion, and God's decision to 
prohibit the Exod'us generation from entering 
the Promised Land. He had to wait for all the 
adults of that generation (except for Joshua and 
Caleb) to die. As we have seen, on several 
occasions hundreds or thousands 'died in a 
variety of calamities. And yet, not only did the 
second census show that the new generation 
was the same size as the old one, it also 
showed that each tribe and each clan still 1·eft a 
healthy posterity to enjoy the Promised Land 
and to inherit all of God's promises. Even the 
rebel Korah, we are assured, had surviving 
descendants (verses 10-11 ). This is a_ great 
testimony to God's tremendous power, in 
caring and providing for such a large 
community through so many upheavals, and it 
also testifies to his great love and devotion to 
his people, in remaining faithful to them no 
matter what happened. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry , 
The Food Pantry is' in need of the following: 
Jelly, jello, paper bags, pancake mix, syrup. 

Open House 
You are invited to a graduation open house for 
Lindsey Estep today from 2-5 p.m. at 4112 
Stockade Place. · 

Come help us celebrate JD's graduation on 
June 8 from 6:30-1 o p.m. at 800 Tradewihd Dr. 

You are invited to a graduation ope·n house for 
Emily Gale on June 9th from 2-8 p.m. at the 
Gale's horn~ 4985 Headley Rd., Radnor, OH. 
Feel free to stop by on your way to NWOCYC. 

You are invited to a graduation open house for 
Justin Gillespie on June 9th frc;>m 1-5 p.m. at 
2129 Case Rd. Please RSVP at 262-9099. 

· Teens 
On Sunday, June 3rd we have several things 
happening: 1) Graduation Recognition right 
after services. 2) Fuddruckers Fundraiser right 
after Graduation Recognition. 3) Lindsey 
Estep's graduation party. 

-Teachers Needed , 
We are in desperate need of teachers for next 
quarter and volunteers to ~ub while teachers 
are at camp. Please see Mike Evans if you can 
help. 
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Calendar 

June 
Summer Quarter Bible Classes Begin 
Graduation Recognition 
Mexico Mission Trip Fundraiser 
At Fuddruckers 
COCS 6th Grade Graduation 
50's Plus Meeting 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
Services' At Willow Brook 
Charlie's Camp Week At NWOCYC 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
Fathers Day · 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
Garage Sale Fundraiser For Mexico . 
Evening VBS For Students and Adults 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 

Thank You 
We would like to thank our Northland'family 
for the notes of encouragement, all your 
prayers, cards, visits and food that have been 
given in our ,behalf during our recent confine
ment and surgeries. You have truly been a 
blessing in our lives. 

Gerald and Leona Hopkins 

Contributions 
~st Week $4692 I Avg YTD $6407 

Russia $187 I Avg YTD $261 

Youth Min. $397 AvgYTD $315 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evenl.ng 
Wednesday Evening 

9;30 am 
10:30 am 
s:Jo pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wjlbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt. frank Chappell, R.oy Estep, 
Mike Ripes, Gene Prince, Ray Thome, Charlie '(ates 
De11cons: Brian Arnold, Jahn Bradley, Lynn Chantpney, DarrellEstep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou.Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl Mc.Masters, 
Mark Morris 
YQulh Minister: .Bobby Graham 
Ev11n2eJlsts: Mike Hioes. Tom Barnhardt 

. Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Fadng The Future 
'Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor dismayed, for the 
Lord your God is with you wherever you gd' Uoshua1 :9). 

In the frrst chapter of Joshua, we find God meeting His young serv'ant at 
a point of crisis with a message of encouragement and challenge. Joshua 
was ·called to face the ~uture with: 

1 ) The Purpose of God. "Moses My servant. is. dead. Now therefore, 
arise, go over this JordarfOoshua 1 :2). Moses was dead, and Joshua 
was called to assume the immense responsibility.of leading the peo
ple into Canaan. Have y_ou and I discove~ed that divine p·urpose for 
our lives? Until we do, we will never realize true fulfillment in our 
lives. 

The Promise of God. "Every place that the sole of your foot will tread 
upon I have given yoli'Ooshua 1 :3). Gocfs promises never fail, and 
Joshua rested his entire faith upon them. He not only believed,Gocfs· 
promises, but he was ready to pos'sess the promised possessions! 
Paul reminds us that"al/ the promises of God in (Christ) are Yes, and 
in Him Amen, to the glory of God through u5'(2 Cor. 1 :20). 

/ 

3) The Power of God. 11No man shall be able to stand before you all the 
days of your life; as I was with Moses, so ., will be with yoli' Ooshua 
1 :5). The overthrow of Jericho was the first test that Joshua had to 
face upon entering the land of Canaan. Humanly speaking, they did 
not stand a chance against the fully-armed city, yet it was leveled. 
We can know this same power in our own Christian experience to
day. 

a"' 4) The Presenc~ of God. "The Lord your God is with you wherever you 
""" gd'Ooshua 1 :9). That presence mediated to Joshua is the same E presence mediated to us in Christ through the Word of God and by 
::, the Sprit of God. Let us face each day as Joshua did: with Gocfs 
o purpose, promise, power, and presence. 
:s 

..... 
C) 
C) 
C'I 
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Lord of power and of grace 
All my weakness, please replace

As Your plan I now pursue, 
Resting on Your promise true; 

I shall reach the"Promised Land," 
Led by Your almighty Hand. Amen. 

Stephen F. Olford 
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THE VALUE OF SERMONS 

The following began with a letter to the editor of"The British Weekly:' 

'Dear 'Sir: 

I notice that ministers seem to set a great deal of importance on their sermons and spend a 
great deal of time in preparing. them. I have been attending services quite regularly for the 
past thirty years and during that time, if I estimate correctly, I have listened to no less than 
3,000 sermons, but, to my consternation, I discover I cannot remember a single one of 
them. I wonder if a minister's time might be more profitably spent on something else? 

' Sincerely.''. 

That letter triggered an avalanche of angry responses for weeks. Sermons were castigated 
and defended by lay and clergy, but eventually a single letter dosed the debate: 

'Dear Sir: 

I have been married for 30 years, during that time I have eaten 32,580 meals-m9stly of 
my wife's cooking. Suddenly, I have discovered that I cannot remember the menu of a 
single meal. And yet, I have received nourishment from every single one of them. I have 
the distir:ict impression that without them, I would have starved to death long ago. 

Sincerely.''. 

There is a great deal of wisdom in that letter. I have heard countless sermons over my 
lifetime-many were memorable, many were not. The truth is, I can't even remem.ber 
everyt~ing that I have preached myself! But I know that many of the sermons which I 
heard have made an impact in my life, and I pray that the sermons I deliver do the same 
for others. 

'~d my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, 
but in demonstration of the Spirit ·and of power, that your faith should not be in the 
wisdom of men but in the power of God:' (1 Cor. 2:4-5) .. 
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Alan Smith 
(Boone, NC) 

Growth In Jesus 

AT THE LORD'S COMMAND 
AN INTRODUCTION 

TO THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 

Week Twenty-Two 
Planning For the Future (Numbers 2n 

The second census in Numbers 26 is a dividing 
point in the book. To this point, we have seen 
God carry the old, dying generation along as 
he patiently laid the groundwor.k for the future. 
There were many tumultuous events and crises, 
many of which caused God's people to fail 
miserably in their faith. But now the time has 
come for God to try once again to bring his 
people into Canaan, and most of the remaining 
chapters of Numbers describe events that are 
more peaceful and forward-looking. Problems 
do arise, but are dealt with quickly and 
victoriously. Here in chapter 27, we see two 
decisions holding great significance for the 
future. 

The first decision, and by far the less familiar 
one to today's readers, concerned inheritance 
laws for women, based on a case involving the 
daughters of a man named Zelophehad (27:1-
11 ). The problem was a simple one: their 
father had died with no male heir, and his 
inheritance stood to be lost forever to his 
descendants. It is important to acknowledge 
the faith of these five women: in the desert 
there was no land to inherit anyway! The only 
importance of their father's inheritance rested 
on the understood fact that, when the Promised 
Land was taken, each tribe, clan, and family 
would receive a share. These women regarded 
the taking of Canaan as a certainty, and thus 

1 
did not wait. until it actually occurred before 
putting forth their claim. In this respect, they 
were probably unlike their father, who was part 

of the older generation that died in the desert. 
Now, as we mentioned last time, the 
preservation of each family line was important 
to God, because it demonstrated his absolute 
faithfulness to his promises. And so, through 
Moses, God decides that in situations such as 
Zelophehad's, female descendants should 
inherit his land, to keep it in his. family. This 
dealt with the question for the time, although a· 
new aspect of the situation arose later, one 
which we shall see and discuss in Numbers 36. 

The las,t part of the chapter is much more 
familiar ground for us. With Moses preparing 
to pass away from this earth, the faithful and 
courageous Joshua was named to lead the 
Israelites after Moses' departure (27: 12-23). 
Mdses himself, knowing that he would not be 
permitted to enter Canaan, asked God to 
provide leadership, "so the Lord's people will 
not be like sheep without a shepherd" (verse 
17). The humble Moses, though crushingly 
disappointed that he could not go into the 
Promised Land himself, still was concerned 
foremost with the welfare of God's people. 
And so Joshua, who for so many years had 
been a beacon of strength and faith amidst the 
darkness of complaining and rebellion, was 
presented to the community and commissioned 
by Eleazar, who himself was Aaron's son and 
successor. The attitudes of both Moses and 
Joshua are worthy of emulation. One humbly 
accepted it when the time had come for him to 
leave and another to take over his 
responsibilities; the other served faithfully for 
many years before the time came at last for him 
to take the lead in calling the people to follow 
God's will. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Jelly, jello, paper bags, pancake mix, syrup. 

Teens 
The garage sale for the Mexico Mission team is 
scheduled for Saturday, June 23rd at the Gra-
ham's house. · 

Singles 
T~e singles luncheon for the month of June has 
been canceled as it is on the same day as Fa
ther's Day. Friday, June 29th we plan to ar
range for a devotional in concert with a .cook
out at a local park. More information on this 
will be provided in the coming weeks. 

Promise Keepers 
Sunday; June 17th after morning worship we 
will have a short meeting for all mefl and male 
teens who wanno go to Promise Keepers. This 

, year it will be held on July 13, 14 in Columbus 
at Nationwide Arena and will include a golf 
outing for those interested. Any questions, 
please contact Don Gi llespie. 

Thank You 
Thank you very much for your thoughts and 

· prayers. We really appreciate you thoughts i.n 
my time of illness: Things are going fine for 

. now but please keep praying for me and my 
family. 

Doug Estep's Family 

10 
10-16 
15 
17 
17 
20. 
22 
23 
29. 

1 
4 
6 
13 
15 
15-21 
18 
20 
27 
29 

Calendar 

June 
Services At Willow Brook 
Charlie's Camp Week At NWOCYC 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
Fathers Day 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting. 
-Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
Garage Sale Fundraiser For Mexico 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 

July 
Bring Your Neighbor Day Potluck 
50's Plus Meeting 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Teen Week At NWOCYC 
50's Plus Meeting 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m~ 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
Area Wide Evening Worship 

Please Note 
The note the Evening VBS has been cancelled. 

Contributions 
Last Week $6980 I Avg YID $6431 

Russia $274 IAvgYTD $261 

Youth Min. $447 I Avg YTD $321 

Services 
Sunday Blble Swcfy 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wedn~y Eveplng 

9:30am· 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur All~ Tom Bamhardt, Frankpbappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Ripe; Gene Prince, Ray Tho.rpe-, Charlie Yates 
Deacons::Srian Arnold, Jdhn Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence. Jack Mau.ersberg, Beryl McMasten;., 
MarkMorW.s 
Youth Minister,: Bobby Graham 
Evatfgeiists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Why Are ~ Not Told Plainly 

'He charged them' that they should tell no man what things they 
hadseen, till the Son. of man were risen from the dead.n Mark 9:9 

Say nothing until the Son of man is risen in you-until the life of 
the risen Christ so dominates you that1 you understand what the 
historic Christ taught. When you get to the right state on the in
side, the word which Jesus has spoken· is so plain that you are 
amazed you did not see it before: You could not understand it. 
before, you were not in the place in disposition where it could be 
borne. 

I 

ur Lord does not hide these things; they are unbearable until 
we get into a fit condition of spiritual life. "I have yet many things 
to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now:' There must be 
communion with His risen life before a particular word can be 
borne by us. Do we know anything about the impartation of the 
risen life of Jesus? The evidence that we do is that His word is 
becoming interpretable to us. God cannot reveal anything to us 
if we have not His Spiri~. An obst.inate outlook will effectually 

C"> hinder God from revealing anything to us. If we have made up 
C'\I our minds about a doctrine, the light of God will com~ no more 
~ to us on that line, we cannot get it. This obtuse stage will end 
~ immediately His resurrection life has its way with us. 

~ "Tell no man ... "-so many do tell what they saw on the mount of 
g' transfiguration. They have had the vision and they testify to it, 
a> but the life does not tally with it, the Son of man is not yet risen 
§ in them: I wonder when He is going to be formed in you and in 

0 me? 
:> 

.... 
C) 
C) 
('\! 

C) .. .., 
Q) 

~ 

Oswald Chambers 
Frdm"My Utmost For His Highesf 
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TREASURES RECOGNIZED TOO LA TE 

According to a Court of Appeals panel, Martha Nelson's estate was a"victim of its own folly:' The 
result of the ruling is that her heirs are not entitled to reclaim two paintings that were sold at 
auction to a couple in Tucson, Arizona, back in 1996. The couple paid $60 for the pieces and 
later sold them through Christie's auction house in New York for $1,072,000! 

When Ms. Nelson died, her family put the two paintings on sale for a tiny fraction of their worth. 
They were unaware that'Magnolia Blossoms' and"Oierokee Roses' were valuable 19th-century 
works from noted artist Martin Johnsoh Heade. When the boondoggle was discovered, they 
brought suit to overturn the sale by arguing it was based, on a mistake about the paintings' value. 

A judicial panel ruled the estate representatives"had ample opportunity to discover what it was 
selling and failed to do so;' acting to reclaim them only after learning their true worth later. In 
effect, the court said: Sorry! You could have known, and you should have known. Ifs too 1~.te 
now to recoup your gaffe. 

Does it sound familiar to you? Esau did not trust God to honor the covenant promises he was due 
to inherit from Abraham and Isaac. Ravenous with hunger, he swore to sell his birthright to Jacob 
for a single meal. "Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil stew. He ate and drank, and 
then got up and left. So Esau despised his birthright' (Genesis 25:34). He wasn't the last to be so 
foolish. 

A teenager forfeits his or her chastity in the context of an immature relationship driven by lust; 
orily later does that person realize how valuable an element of innocence and self-respect has 
been thrown away. A young single person or couple just starting out straps itself with impulsive 
and unwise debt; then comes the bill in.terms of both dollars and stress. A lie, an affair, abuse of 
one's body-we often don't see what valuable things we are trading for trifles. · 

As the court told Ms. Nelson's heirs, however, it is the possessors' duty to discern the value of 
things in their control. It is too late to call off a bad transaction after the fact. Esau"could bring 
about no change' in his situation, "though he sought the (previously abandoned) blessing with 
tears' (Hebrews 12: 17). 

Be very wise and discerning about the valuable things God has entrusted to you. There is little 
hope of reclaiming life's most valuable things after they have been traded for scraps. Treating 
treasures like trash will come back to haunt you. 

Rubel Shelly & the Woodmont Hills Church 
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Growth In Jes11s 

AT THE LORD'S COMMAND 
AN INTRODUCTION 

TO THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 

Week Twenty-Three: Offerings & Holy Days 
(Numbers 28-29) 

Beginning with the second census (Numbers 
26), the era of waiting and purging had ended, 
and final preparations for entering the Promised 
Land began. In chapter 27 (last week), God 
directed the community on dealing with an 
important question regarding the handling of 
their future inheritances, and he also appointed 
in their presence a successor to Moses. In the 

· next two chapters, God teaches through Moses 
a series of lessons on offerings and holy days, 
two fundamental aspects of worship in the 
Levitical system. Though these offerings and 
holy days were already well established, it was 
necessary for the new generation fully to 
understand their purpose, and to learn faithfully 
to observe them. We have discussed these 
topics at great length in earlier studies on 
Leviticus and Deuteronomy, so we shall not 
cover these chapters in detail, but rather shall 
take note of some of the overall lessons and 
implications in these chapters. 

The system of regular offerings that the ancient 
Jews practiced served a number of purposes, but 
most of all it was a constant reminder that 
everything they had came from the hand of 
God. God had. no need of the animals and 
grain. that they burnea on the altar, but he knew 
it was a vital part of their relationship with him 
to make these sacrifices, to show that they could 
give back to him things that could have been 
useful to themselves. The daily offerings 
performed each morning and evening by the 
priests (28: 1-8) also provided a constant 
reminder of God's presence. Jt was a simple 

habit but a powerful r~minder, and we also 
would do well to remind ourselves of God's 
presence on a regular basis. The Sabbath 
offerings (28:9-10) and the first of the month 
offerings (28: 11-1 5) also reminded the people of 
God's leadership and of his care for them over 

' time. 

The holy days that are described next each had 
a particular purpose, and as a whole they also 
gave the people a constant reminder of the 
ongoing cycle of their lives and of the history of 
God's people. By celebrating the same holidays 
in the same way each year, they were reminded 
that they were part of something greater than 
themselves, and even greater than the entire 
nation as they knew it in their lifetimes. The 
Passover (28: 16-25) was a particularly important 
memorial, recalling the way that God scourged 
the Egyptians but rescued his own people. Later 
generations could find in the Passover 
celebration their own connection with the 
historical event and with the important 
principles about God that it taught. The 
Passover was fol lowed by the Feast of Weeks 
(28:26-31 ), celebrating God's provision of the 
harvest. The fal I cycle of holidays began with 
the Feast of Trumpets (29:1-6) and the Day of 
Atonement (29:7-11). These had a solemn tone 
meant to focus the people's awareness on the 
contrast between their weakness and sin and 
God's power, perfection, and grace. The Feast 
of Tabernacles (29: 12-40) was meant to remind 
the people of their humble wanderi11g in the 
desert, contrasted with their coming blessing in 
the Promised Land. Notice how Numbers 
describes in almost repetitive detail the exact 
.sacrifices to be made each day. This holiday 
(and the others) not only taught the people 
important spiritual prindples, it also nurtured in 
them an obedient faith. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Jelly, jello, paper bags, pancake mix, syrup. 

Teens 
The garage sale for the Mexico Mission team is 
scheduled for Saturday, June 23rd at the Gra
ham's house. 

Singles 
Friday, June 29th we plan to arrange for a de
votional in concert with a cookout at a local 
park. More information on this will be pro
vided in the coming weeks. 

Promise Keepers 
Today after morning worship we will have a 
short meeting for all men and male teens who 
want to go to Promise Keepers. This year it 
will be held on July 13, 14 in Columbus at Na
tionwide Arena and will include a golf outing 
for those interested. Any questions, please 
contact Oon Gill.espie. 

Congratulations 
Jason Baldwin was baptized last Sunday. 

Reassuring Truth 
The thought that God never changes is areas-
suring truth. But to commit ourselves to the 
care of this never-changing One is to know the 
stability of His faithfulness. 

-Verse of the Day Ministry 

Calendar 
June 

1 7 Fathers Day 
17 50's l?lus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 50's Plus Meeting 
22 Singles Deva 7:00 p.m. 
23 · Garage Sale Fundraiser For Mexico 
29 Singles Deva 7:00 p.m. 

July 
1 Bring Your Neighbor Day Potluck 
4 50's Plus Meeting 
6 Singles Deva 7:00 p.m. 
13 Singles Deva 7:00 p.m. 
15 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
15-21 Yeen Week At NWOCYC 
18 50's Plus Meeting 
20 Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
27 Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
29 Area Wide Evening Worship 

Help Needed 
I need help moving on June 23rd. Anyone who 
can help please let me know. I can be reached 
at 476-5493 or 378-0017. Tammy Chatfield 

Contributions I 

last Week $3735 Avg YTD $6319 
• 

Russia $217 AvgYTD $260 

Youth Min. $362. Avg YTD $322 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Seivice 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Gene Prince, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Youth Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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What Maf es A Father? 
A father is a person who is forced to endure childbirth without an anes
thetic. He growls when he feels good and laughs very loud when he is 
scared half-to-death. 

A father never feels entirely worthy of the worship in a child's eyes. He 
is never quite the hero his daughter thinks. Never quite the man his 
son believes him to be. And this worries him sometimes. (So he works 
too hard to try to smooth the rough places in the road of those of his · 
own who will follow him.) 

A father is a person who goes to war sometimes, and would run the 
other way except that war is part of his only important job in his life, 
(which is making the world better for his child than it has been for 

im). 

Fathers grow older faster than people, because they, in other wars, 
have to stand at the train station and wave goodbye to the uniform that 
climbs on board. 

And, while mothers cry where it shows,· fathers stand and beam, out
side-and die inside. 

Fathers are men who give daughters away to other men who aren't 
nearly good enough, so that they can have children that are smarter 
than anybody's. 

Fathers fight dragons almost daily. They hurry away from the breakfast 
table, off to the arena which is sometimes called an office or a work
shop. There, with callused hands, they tackle the dragon with three 
heads; Weariness, Works, and Monotony. And they never quite win 
the Fight, but they never give up. 

Knights in shining armor; fathers in shiny trousers. There's little differ
ence as they march away each workday. 

I don't know wbere a father goes when he dies, but rve an idea that, af
ter a good rest, wherever it is, he won't just sit on a cloud and wait for 
the son he adores or the girl he's loved and the children she bore. He'll 
be busy there too repairing the stars, oiling the gates, improving the 

~.. streets, smoothing the way. 

Cl) 

~ 
Pulpit Helps 
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STILL HE WALKED 
He could hear the crowds screaming"crucify, crucify.' .. 
He could hear the hatred in their voices, · 
These were His chosen people. He loved them, 
And they were going to crucify him. 
He was beaten, bleeding, and weakened His heart was broken, 
But still he walked. 

He, could see the crowd as H~ came from the palace. 
He knew each of the faces so well. 
He had created them .. 
He knew every smile, laugh, and shed tear, 
But now they were contorted with rage and anger.his heart broke, 
But still He walked . 

Was He scared? You and I would have been, 
so His humanness would have mandated that He was. 
He felt alone. 
His disciples had left, denied and even betrayed Him. 
He searched the crowd for a loving face and He saw very few. 
Then he turned His eyes to the only One that mattered 
And he knew that He would never be alone. · 
He looked back at the crowd, 
At'the people who were spitting at Him, throwing rocks at him, and mocking him 
And He knew that because of Him, they would never be alone. 
So for them, He walked. 

The sounds of the hammer striking the spikes echoed through the crowd. 
The sounds of His cries echoed even louder, 
The cheers of the crowd, as His hand and feet 
Were nailed to the cross, intensified with each blow. 
Loudest of all was the still small voice inside His heart that whispered 
1 am with you, my Son; 
And God's heart broke. 
He had let His Son walk. 

When I forget how much my God loves me, 
I remember His walk. ' 
When ~ wonder if I can be forgiven, ' 
I remember His walk. 
When I need reminded of how to live like Christ, 
I think of His walk. 
And to show him how much I love him, 
I wake up each morning, turn my eyes to Him, 
And I walk. Carrie Mccutcheon (LaGrange, Kentucky) 
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6rowth In Jesus 

AT THE LORD'S COMMAND 
AN INTRODUCTION 

TO THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 

Week Twenty-Four: Vows (Numbers 30) 

Numbers 30 and other Old Testament 
passages describe at length God's teachings 
about vows. To many contemporary 
believers, the concept of a "vow" seems old
fashioned. And yet, it is quite common for 
both Christians and unbelievers to make vows 
to God, especially when in danger. God has 
been prom,ised a lot of things in moments of 
human fear, and most of those promises have 
been quickly retracted as soon as the fear 
passed. The Scriptures tell us to take seriously 
our vows to God, both as they affect us and as 
they affect others. And beyond the specific 
promises that we often make to God, it is 
important for Christians to remember the 
more comprehensive vows they made when 
responding to the gospel. These are lifelong 
vows that we must honor always. 

Moses here re-iterates what is also said in 
other Scriptures: "When a man makes a vow 
to the Lord ... he must not break his word but 
must' do everything he said" (30:1-2). All 
promises are easy to make but harder to fulfill, 
yet God wants us to learn to take our 
promises seriously. He himself has made 
some extraordinary promises, both to 
individuals · and to humanity as a whole, and 
he has yet to break any of them. God's Word ·. 
can always be trusted, and he wishes us to 
become a people whose word can also be 
trusted. We all know how frustrating it is 

when other persons commit to something or 
promise something, only to back out later. 
The more we trusted their word, the worse it 
is for us in dealing with the consequences. 
We ought never to do that to each other, and 
much less ought we do it to God. 

And yet, God does know how easy it is for us 
rashly to promise him something, and much 
of this chapter deals with how to · handle 
certain specific instances ·of . this (30:3-16). 
Moses describes the ·choices available to a 
father whose daughter has rashly vowed 
something, and how a husband should 
handle a careless vow made by a ,young wife. 
Note that, even in allowing some flexibility in 
such situations, God expects someone to take 
responsibility. The father or husband is 
allowed to take responsibility either for 
fulfilling or canceling the vow, but if he does 
nothing, God w,ill not consider anyone 
released from the vow. 

More important than any vows applying to 
· certain circumstances are the vows we made 
to God when we became Christians. We 
vowed our lives, bodies, hearts, souls, 
strength, and minds to God for the rest of;our 
existence. "Or don't you know that all of us 
who were baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? We were therefore 
buried with him through baptism into death 
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead through the glory of the Father, we too 
may live a new life" (Romans .6:3-4). Our old 
selves have died, and our new lives belong to 
God. We ought always to honor God with all 
that we have vowed to him. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
_ Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Jelly, jello, paper bags, pancake mix, syrup. 

Ladies Bible Class 
All women are invited to join us for the 
Wednesday evening ladies Bible class 
"Becoming A Vessel God Can Use." The class 
is being taught by a variety of sisters in the con
gregation. 

Teachers 
We are in DESPERATE need for teachers 

during worship on Sundays for the 2-3 year old 
class and on Wednesday in the 4-5 year old 
class. Please see Mike Evans if you wou'ld like 
to serve the precious little ones. 

Bridal Shower 

Cale11dar 
June . 

29 Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 

July 
4 50's Plus Meeting 
6 Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
13 Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
15 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
15-21 Teen Week At NWOCYC 
18 50's Plus Meeting 
20 Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
27 Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
29 Area Wide Evening Worship 

Baptized · 
Congratulations, Sonia Thompson was 
baptized on Monday, June -11th. 

Cancelled 
There will be a bridal shower for Rachel Carver 
on Saturday, July 14th at 2:30 p.m. at the home 
of Billie Thorne. Rach.el is registered at Target 
and Bed, Bath and Beyond. See Billie Thorne 
or Stephanie Carver for more information. 

The "Bring Your Neighbor Day" originally 
scheduled for July 1st, has been cancelled 
until further notice. 

New Address 
Tammy Chatfield has moved, her new address 
is: 5703 Ironwood Ct. Apt D, Columbus Ohio, 
43229. last Week 

Russia 

Youth Min. 

Contributions 
$4730 IAvgYTD 

$177 I Avg YTD 

$527 I Avg YTD 

Services Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne, Charlie Yates . 

$6256 

$256 

$322 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Youth Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columb~s. OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Truth Be Fancy Woras 

The Smiths were proud of their family tradition. Their ancestors had 
come to America on the Mayflower. Their relatives included senators 
and Wal I Street wizards. ' 

They decided to compile a family history, a legacy for their children 
a'nd grandchildren, and hired a fine author. Only one problem arose -
how to handle the two black sheep of the family - George, who was 
executed in the electric chair for murder and Sam, who was hanged for 
rustling cattle. 

The author assured them he could handle the story tactfully. 

hen the book appeared, it said that great-grandfather Sam died, 
"taking part in a public function when the platform gave way." 

As for great-uncle George, he "occupied a chair of applied electronics 
at an important government institution, was attached to his position by 
the strongest of ties, and his death came as a great shock." 

I wish I could blame it all on "political correctness", but it's a problem 
It> that goes back hundreds (and thousands) of years. We want people to · 
C\I think well of us (or our relatives), so we paint a pretty picture of words, 
~ or we hide behind a beautiful hand-crafted mask. But when you get 
~ behind the pretty words and the image we have erected, there's only 
:::i one thing that God wants to know - what's in the heart? There's the 

:C:: reality. 
cS 
""'" CD "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like white-
E washed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are 
~ full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness. Even so you also out- . 
:::s; wardly appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy 

and lawlessness." (Matthew 23:27-28). 

""'" May your focus this day not be on creating an image so that others will 
g think well of you, but on cleansing your heart so that God will think 
"' well of you. 
~ .. 
"' CD 

~ 

Alan Smith 
(Boone, NC) 



Serving God 
PRACTICE THE "REPLACEMENT PRINCIPLE" 

Here is one of the most unusual illustrations that Jesus ever gave: "When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes 
through arid places seeking 'rest and does not find it. Then it says, I will return to the house I left. When it arrives, it 
finds the house swept cfean and put in order. Then it goes and takes seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and 
they go in and live there. And the final condition of that man is worse than the first"' (Luke 11 :24-26). 

It almost sounds like it is an exercise in futilitY to get rid of evil spirits. The enemy certainly will not give up"trying to 
control your mind, and when he sees you are serious about cleaning out the wrong thoughts, he will redouble his efforts 
to come back and occupy your renewed mind with even more evil thoughts. But when he returns and finds your mind 
is occupied and filled with the right kind of thoughts, he is prevented from moving in again. This is known as the. 
•replacement principle."' 

• It is not enough to know that a particular thought pattern is wrong; you must also make a fast decision to replace it 
with a thought pattern that is right. 

• You can replace .thoughts. A great many of your untrue thoughts are fearful thoughts; worrying and wondering 
about what might happen, what tragedy could descend upon you, or what could go wrong. Quote Psalm 27:1,3 
when· those thoughts enter your mind: "The Lord is my light and my salvation - whom shall/ fear?"' Or read 
Matthew 10:28-31, Is. 35:33-4, or Hebrews 12:3. 

., You can replace ignoble thoughts. Thoughts that criticize and judge others are never noble. Keep reminding 
yourself that the critical things that come out of you mouth begin in your mind. If you stop the thinking, you'll stop 
the words. Often the thing you criticize others for is an area in which you frequently fail yourself. Read Romans 
14: 10-1 3 and Matthew 7: 1-2. 

., You can replace impure thoughts. Impure and immoral thinking is so commonplace in society that all of us need to 
be cautious in this area. Think about the second coming of Jesus Christ. "We know that when He appears, we 
shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. Everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is 
pure."' (1 John 3:2,3). 

• You can replace unlovely thoughts. When you start to feel sorry for yourself and organize a pity party, your 
thoughts are immediately in the unlovely category. Thankfulness is a sure cure for self-pity. ·start reciting all you 
have to be thankful for. Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus 
(1 Thess. 5:18). 

• You can replace thoughts that are not admirable. "Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather 
think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you"' (Rom. 12:3). 
Let Jesus be your example of humility, servanthood, thinking the best of people, and always focusing or:i our Father 
in heaven. Read Philippians 2:5-8, and 1 Corinthians 4:7. 

• A moment of decision: it's not easy to replace wrong thoughts. The, moment of abandoning the wrong though and 
forcing yourself to think correctly is a moment of struggle in most minds. And sometimes it's necessary to replace 
wrong thoughts every minute or two. But don't let that discourage you. Keep applying this principle. Just keep 
replacing. You're changing habits that are ingrained, and you're in a warfare with your enemy. So don't give up; 
just replace the wrong thought with the right thought as many times as necessary. 

Mary Whelchel 
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Growth In Jesus 

AT THE LORD'S COMMAND 
AN INTRODUCTION 

TO THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 

Week Twenty-Five 
War Against Midian (Numbers 31) 

When God promised Canaan to Israel as their 
Promised Land, he also gave them the 
responsibility for defeating the pagan peoples 
living in and around Canaan, both as part of 
taking the land and as a necessary part of 
keeping themselves pure. T~e Midianites lived 
not far from Canaan, and were a source of 
significant dis~raction and temptation. They 
were deeply involved in the infamous incidents 
described in Numbers 25, when sexu~I 
immorality and temptation almost destroyed the 
Israelites. The time has now come for Israel to 
defeat them once and for all. These occasional 
destructions of enemy nations sometimes 
confuse or even dismay readers of the Bible, 
and yet they were an important part of God's 
plans. For Christians, we should not expect to 
find literal parallels to our experiences, but 
rather should adopt similar attitudes in the more 
spiritual forms of war that we must fight against 
sin and Satan, which play out in our lives .in a 
less spectacular fashion, but one just as 
important. 

After God gave his instructions through Moses 
(31 : 1-2), the. people gathered an army that went 
to battle against Midian, destroying their kings, 
their army, and Israel's old adversary .Balaam, 
the prophet-for-hire so popular among Israel's 
pagan neighbors (3 l :3-8). The rest of the 
Midianites and their goods we~e captured (31 :9-

12). Moses relayed God's drastic instructions 
on what was to be destroyed and what could be 
saved (31 :13-24), after which the lawful portion 
of the spoils was divided appropriately (31 :25,. 
54). Although we ·are often startled_ at the 
ferocity with which God asked his people to 
treat certain pagan nations, he knew that there 
was no other acceptable way. Most of these 
unbelieving peoples were blatant idolaters, who 
reveled in all forms of immorality and who 
celebrated brutality. . Even their so-called 
religious practices included abominations like 
human sacrifice, ritualized immorality, drunken 
orgies, blasphemous chanting, and the like 
(note that not all of these apply specifically to 
the Midianites). Not only had these peoples 
rejected a_ny chance qf mercy, they also formed 
a formidable spiritual threat to the young nation 
of Israel. Years later, the surviving portions of 
these nations (left alive by Israel, contrary to 
God's instructions) Were the main source of 
Israel's apostasy and eventual downfall, proving 
God's wisdom in asking that they be destroyed 
before they had the chance to do any harm . 

Fro.m a 'Christian perspective, even more 
important than · understanding God's reasons 
behind his commands to Israel is our 
understanding of the threat posed to us by 
godless influences. While we certainly should 
not take up the sword, we must have the same 
type of uncompromising attitude, ·being resistant 
to the most seductive of worldly attractions, in 
order both to escape spiritual death ourselves 
and to be able to help those unbelievers who 
do want to escape the darkness of this world. 

- Mark W. Carner 
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Family Information 
' Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Jelly, jello, paper bags, pancake mix, syrup. 

Ladies Bible Class 
All women are invited to join us for the 
Wednesday evening ladies Bible class 
"Becoming A Vessel God Can Use." The class 
is being taught by a variety of sisters in the con
gregation. 

Bridal Shower 
There will be a bridal shower for Rachel Carver 
on Sat~rday, July 14th at 2:30 p.m. at the home 
of Bill-ie Thorne. Rachel is registered at Target 
and Bed, Bath and Beyond. See Billie Thorne 
or Stephanie Carver for more information. 

Teens 
The teens going to Mexico wish to thank every
one who contributed to the garage sale Satur
day. We rai.sed $365 for the Mexico Mission 
Te.am. 

· Food For Thought 
The world is divided into people who do things 
and people who get the credit. Try, if you can, 
to belong to the first class. There is far less 
competition. 

- Pulpit Helps 

4 
6 
13 
15 
15-21 
18 
20 
27 
29 

Calendar 
Ju1y 

50's Plus Meeting 
Singles Deva 7:00 p.m. 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Teen Week At NWOCYC 
50's Plus Meeting . 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
Singles Deva 7:00 p.m. 
Area Wide Evening Worship 

God's Car Wash 
The Church praise team was putting on a car 
wash to raise money to pay their expenses for a 
special trip. They made a very large sign, "Car 
Wash For Praise Team Trip", and on the given 
Saturday business was very good. But by 2 
o'clock the skies clouded and the rain poured 
and their were hardly any customers. Finally 
one of the girl washers had an idea. She printed 
up an even bigger poster which said, "We 
Wash (then an arrow pointing upward) God 

. rinses. Business boomed! 

Contributions 
Last Week $4717 IAvgYTD $6196 

Russia $190 IAvgYTD $254 

Youth Min. $290 IAvgYTD $329 

Services 
s·unday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Youth Minister: Bobby Graham 
E vanJ?e/ists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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I'd Like To Introduce You ... 
l'D LIKE TO INTRODUCE YOU TO MY FRIEND 

I h~ve a good friend named Elizabeth (I don't think she'll mind 

me using her name). I met her about six years ago and we've 

been good friends ever since. Let me tell you a little about Eliza

beth. First of all, she doesn't drink alcohol or abuse her body 

with tobacco, and she:s never taken d.rugs. In all the time I've 

known her, I've never heard her tell a dirty joke, swear, gossip 

bout someone, or tell a lie. Many people would' call my friend 

a "good Christian." And yet, I've been describing my.dog, Eliza

beth. 

Friends, we need to learn that being a Christian involves more 

than merely refraining from evil. Being a. Christian involves an 

active pursuit of doing that which is good. And furthermore, re

gardless of how "good" one may be, one is not a Christian until 

he comes to Christ and obeys the gospel. 

Just remember, there's a world of difference between my dog, 

c:::i' Elizabeth and a good Christian! 
..... 
Cl) 

~ 
~ 

.. ..... 
~ 
~ 

Steve Higginbotham 

"Whoever of you loves life and desires to see 
many good days, keep your tongue from evi,l 

and your lips from ·speaking lies. Turn from evi,l 
and do good; seek peace and pursue it." 

Psalm 34:12m14 



Servi11g 6od 

CITIES WITHOUT WALLS 

"I 'wish it hadn't happened," she sobbed. "But I'd just had it. I lost my temper and said some pretty terrible 
things. I hope we can get past it and make things like they used to be. I should have had more self
control." , 

Those could b~ the words of a wife about a situation at home. They could just as easily be spoken about a 
relationship in the office or with a client. It doesn't take much imagination to,hear them being said about 
something that took pla~e during Sunday School last week. 

Self-control is in practically every list of virtues in the New Testament, but it is contrary to the sp.irit of our 
time. Citizens want lower taxes but not any loss of subsidies or services; thus the spectacle of a "what's-in
it-for-me" attitude dominates the political scene. We lament the bre~.kdown of the family and its terrible 
consequences for children; yet a philandering husband and father expects us to understand that he "couldn't 
help it" that he fell in love with someone new. 

The Bible says: "Like a city whose walls are broken down is a man who lacks self-control" (Proverbs 25:28) . 
Ancient cities like Babylon or Jerusalem were protected from their enemies by fortified walls. One whose 
walls were broken down were places irwiting attack and plunder. In the same way, human beings without 
self-control are in constant danger of being ruined and humiliated by the blind pursuit of egocentric, self~ 
indulgent, and forbidden desires. 

While each of us may have particular areas of vulnerability Slelch as food or alcohol, the "big three" where 
we must all keep some safeguards in place are money, sex, and power. 

I 

Advertisers work overtime to make you think you can't do without their products, and easy credit means 
you don't have to wait to buy them. Three loans and four maxed-out credit cards later, the young couple 
decides they need some help with money management. No~ they need God's help to discipline their greed. 

Lust can make an otherwise astute, sensible, and good man take leave of his senses and devastate the lives 
of everyone who once mattered to him. Pride and ego have taken over a part of his life that was once under 
God's sovereignty. · 

The devastating temptation for others is power. Authority goes to their heads and makes them insufferable. 
Power becomes control, and control translates into bellowing and bullying. They antagonize and alienate 
everyone. 

Ancient cities needed walls. You and I need a healthy dose of self-control. 

Rubel Shelly & the Woodmont Hills Church 
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61·owth In Jesus 

AT THE LORD'S COMMAND 
' 

AN INTRODUCTION 
TO THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 

Week Twenty-Six 
The First Allotments of Land (Numbers 32) 

By this time, the Israelites had conquered a 
considerable number of enemies and a 
considerable amount of land. This land would 
now be given to some of the tribes as their 
inheritance, but since it was not part of the actual 
Promised Land of · Canaan, it caused a severe· 
misunderstanding at first.- The matter was 
resolved when the tribes desiring the Transjordan 
territory agreed first to help the others complete 
the conquest of Canaan itself. The incident thus 
became a positive and instructtve example of a 
people working together to obey God and enjoy 
his blessings. · 

The tribes of Reuben and Gad saw that the lands 
east of the Jordan, recently won in battle, would 
be ideal for their livestock, and requested it as 
.their inheritance (32:1-5; they would be joined 
later by many members of Manasseh). Moses at 
first misunderstands, and is· angry with them, 
thinking that they want to weasel out of the job of 
conquering Canaan along with the' other tribes 
(32:6-15). But they are ready to leave their 
women, children, and animals behind, with their 
fighting men joining in the battle for Canaan 
(32:16-19). Moses agrees to this, spelling out 
specific conditions and warning them of the 
consequences of breaking their promise (32:20- , 
30). The Transjordan tribes then accept their 
land, build fortifications, and make preparations 
in anticipation of leaving it behind while they 
fulfill their responsibilities to the nation (32:31-2). 

I 

Moses' initial reaction of suspicion ,and anger was 
understandable, _in view of all the selfish and 
short-sighted behavior that he ·had observed for 
so many years. And yet, he was wrong in his 
distrust of them. So too, we ought to try not to be 
distrustful of our brothers and sisters in the Lord, 
even if we are conscious of all the mistakes our 
fellow believers have made over the years. 
Because other Christians may struggle to fulfill 
their responsibilities; because in some area of 
ministry they may not measure up to our own 
accomplishments, because they have habits or · 
perspectives somewhat different from our own, 
none of this means that they are slackers trying to 
abuse God's grace, nor does it necessarily 
warrant criticizing them or withholding 
encouragement or approval from them. While 
there are indeed som'e who abuse the grace of 
God and turn it in to a license for immorality (as 
Jude said), there are many more honest and 
sincere Christians who simply must fight every 
moment against their flesh in order to enjoy the 
smallest ·spiritual growth. We ought to trust that 
each of our brothers and sisters is with us, and is 
ready to fight by our side, until and unless they 
give us a clear reason not to think so. 

This incident is also a call to us to work together 
even when not all of us have something to gain. 
The Reubenites and the Gadites went to war with 
their brothers, and many of them fell in Canaan 
fighting for something of no direct interest to 
themselves. And we ought to be ready to 
participate in ministries in the church even when 

· we do not stand to gain recognition, advantage, 
or other benefit for ourselves, simply because we 
see . the way that God wants to use those 
ministries to bless others who ought to be dear to 
us. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Jelly, jello, paper bags, pancake mix, syrup. 

Ladies Bible Class 
A,11 women are invited to join us for the 
Wednesday evening ladies Bible class 
"Becoming A Vessel God Can Use." 

Bridal Shower 
There will be a bridal shower for Rachel Carver' 
on Saturday, July 14th at 2:30 p.m. at the home 
of Billie Thorne. Rachel_is registered at Target 
and Bed, Bath and Beyond. 

Conversation Changes 
An ungodly farmer was known for his filthy 
language. Parents always kept their children 
from him. However, he was invited to church, 
and accepted Christ! There was a great change 
in his lang~age. He remarked, "I've changed so 
much that even my horses don't understand 
me." When Christ comes into the heart, there's 
often a definite change in one's vocabulary. 
The language becomes pleasing to God. No 
longer is vile and filthy language used. Others 
do not fell uneasy being around such a person. 
The Bible speaks of being in Christ. When we. 
are in Him and He is in us, we are different. 
We do not change ourselves; He changes us! 

-Croft M. Pentz (Waynesboro, Pa) 

13 
14 
15 
15-21 
18 
20 
27 
29 
29 

Calendar 
July 

Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
Bridal Shower For R;achel Carver 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Teen Week At NWOCYC 
50's Plus Meeting 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
Deacons Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
Area Wide Evening Worship 

New Address 

Peg Williams has moved, her new address is: 
1562 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, 43211. · 

Contributions 
last Week $7445 IAvgYTD $6243 

Russia $212 I AvgYTD $252 

Youth Min. $1207 IAvgYTD $362 

Services 
Sunday Jllble StudY 
Stm~ay Worship Seivtce 
Sunday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbu~ Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy. Estep, 
Mike 1-1.ipes, Gene Prince,_ Ray Thome, Charlie Yafos 

· We<!n,esday Evening 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champn·ey, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, BeryJ M6Masters, 
Mark Morris 
Youth Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evangelists: Mike :Hipes,_ Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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You Are Inmted! 

Fiesta Dinner 
July 22, 2001 

Following Morning Services . 
I 

Bring Your Favorite Mexican Dish ! 

Support our Youth Group and their Mission Trip. 



Ser11ing 6od 

STYROFOAM PEANUTS 

Let's just imagine for a minute that you are at home. You are hungry. You search the house and find 
NO food. You check the refrigerator ... nothing. You check EVERY cabinet in the kitchen ... nothing. 
You are so hungry that you go into the garage and check the freezer ... still nothing. 

A box in the garage catches your eye. It's a large shiny box. Inside the box are styrofoam peanuts. 
The kind that are used for shipping. You consider eating them, but decide not to. But your stomach 
insists that you need foodl So you decide to go for it. · 

You eat a couple of the styrofoam peanuts. You realize that they taste sweet. In fact you really like 
them. So you continue to eat more peanuts. But finally you are full. You sit back and enjoy the 
feeling of satisfaction. · 

At that moment, your best friend comes to y9ur house, with your favori~e meal. .. Lasagna! He just 
made it for you, hot and fresh I And boy, does it smell good! But you are so full from the styrofoam 
peanuts that you can't eat the lasagna. Your friend is hurt because he worked hard making it for you. 
Wh,at's worse is later that night, you end up really sick from eating the styrofoam peanuts! 

Here is the explanation of the parable. The hunger represents legitimate God-created needs 
(c~.ccept~nce, approval, affirmation, admiration, affection, appreciation, attention, etc.). The se~rching 
represents desire. We desire tb fill the need. The box represents temptation, Tel!lp_tation is always 
packaged nice. The styrofoam peanuts represents sin. (Adultery, gluttony, hatred, lying, pornography, 
cheating, gossip, lust, etc.) Sin is also anything less than what God has intended to fulfill your need. 

Sin does, however, give a feeling of immediate satisfaction. But just like the peanuts, sin offers nothing 
that you truly need. And when the unfulfilled need returns, we need more to bring us to the same 
point we were before. The best friend represents God. And the lasagna represents true fulfillment of 
your needs. The sickness later represents death, which is the only thing that sin brings. 

So what are you eating? 

"When tempted, no one should say, 'God is tempting me.' For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor 
does he tempt anyone; but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and 
enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives 
birth to death" - James 1: 13-1 S. 
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Ted Cashion 
(!\Joke A Day Ministries) 

Growth /11 Jesus 

AT THE LORD'S COMMAND 
AN INTRODUCTION 

TO THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 

Week Twenty-Seven 
Geography Lessons (Numbers 33-34) 

These next two chapters of Numbers are another 
example of the kind of Old Testament passage 

- whose importance is so often denigrated by those 
with short attention spans and a lack of 

, appreciation for the past. Chapter 33 consists . 
almost entirely of a list of places where the 
Israelites stopped on their way from Egypt to 
Canaan, while chapter 34 has another geography 
lesson plus a list of tribal leaders. While neither 
seems at first to offer gripping reading, these 
details not only continue the practice of verifying 
the factuality of these events, but when considered 
carefully, they also teach us some important 
spiritual lessons. 

Most of chapter 33 consists of a simple list of the 
stages in the Israelites' journey from Egypt to 
Canaan (33:1-49). Many of the locations are not 
mentioned anywhere else, in the Bible or 
elsewhere. And yet, even beyond the usual 
purposes that these· geographical and genealogical 
details serve in the Old Testament, this list teaches 
at least two important lessons. Most basically, it 
shows the practical fulfillment of the way that God 
led the ,people (see, for example, in Numbers 
9:15-23) to show them where they were to go. 
God's guidance and· direction took them places 
they had never seen. Even the recording of the list 
itself was done "at the Lord's command" (verse 2). 
There is also an even more interesting aspect of 
this itinerary. There is great detail in the stages of 
the first two years of their -journey, before the 

rebellion that led to God's decision to bar the first 
generation from the Promised Land. And there is 
again much detail on the last·few months, when 
the new generation made the final preparations for 
and ·approach to. Canaan. But for the 38-year 
period that they spent aimlessly in the desert, there 
is nothing at all! This period would be between 
verses 36 and 37 in the itinerary; during this time 
the people either stayed very close to Kadesh or, 
as many researchers think, journeyed in a cycle·of 
short trips, ending up back at Kadesh periodically. 
There is a spiritual lesson in this omission of detail: 
because of their stubborn, self-willed 
disobedience, their lives had truly become 
without hope or real purpose, with nothing 
edifying enough to be worth recording. It is a 
warning to those today who are tempted to reject 
the direction God has given them, thinking that 
they can accomplish just as much by their own 
methods. 

Since the time was near for the allocation of land 
in Canaan, Moses gives instructions on taking it 
and dividing it up (33:50-56); and then God 
delineates the exact boundaries - of their 
inheritance (34: 1-12). Moses then gives some 
additional instructions on the division, and· 
appoints specific leaders of each tribe for the 
purpose of carrying them out (34:13-29). Notice 
how specific God is in describing what he is 
giving them. God is just as specific with us, in 
enumerating the spiritual blessings we have in 
Christ Jesus, which are so much more glorious, 
valuable, and useful than being given a physical· 
piece of land. And just as God asked Israel to 
share the land and divide it in an orderly and fair 
way, so also he wants us to share these spiritual 
blessings with each other and with those around 
us. This should be so much easier for Christians, 
since God's grace and love, unlike land, are 
available in unlimited supply. 

- Mark W. Carner 

3 



Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Jelly, jello, paper bags, pancake .mix, p-nut but
ter 

Thank You 
Bill's Aunt Mattie in South Dakota had a heart 
bypass on July 3rd. Thank you for all of your 
prayers,' she is doing great. She is going to a 
nursing home for 2 weeks and at that point we 
figure she will be running the.place. · 

-Karen, Bill a~d Ashli 

A Christians Last Words 
"My faith has never been stronger, my hope 
has never been calmer, my life never purer. I 
love all. I hate none. My hope for some lifts my 
soul into the realm of the sublime. I am willing 
to die today, I am willing to tell the old, old 
story of Jesus and His love. My friends are 
dearer to me, association with them is sweeter 
to me, my sympathy for suffering souls is. 
stronger, my love is truer for all the pure, the 
true, the beautiful, the good and sublime, for 
the bud, the blossom, the babe, and on up.to 
Him from whom all blessings flow, and who is 
tenderer and sweeter than ever before. I sleep 
soundly, dream sweetly and rejoice evermore. 
0, it is delightful to love and be loved, and to 
do whatsoever duty demands. My vanity is all 
gone. What people say does not bother me." 

-John Martin, Sesser, IL 

Calendar 
July 

15 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" . 
15-21 Teen Week At NWOCYC 
18 50's Rius Meeting 
20 , Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. · 
22 Fiesta Dinner After Morning Services 
27 Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. ' 
29 Area Wide Evening Worship 
29 Bridal Shower For Kristen Barozzini 

August 
50's Plus Meeting 
Teens In Mexico 
50's Plus Meeting 

1 
4-,11 
15 
18 
19 

Buildings And Grounds Workday 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 

Bridal Shower 
All ladies are invited to a bridal shower for 
Kristen Barozzini .on Sunday, July 29 at 3~30 
pm at the home of Lora Bradley. Kristen is regis
tered at Target and Bed, Bath and Beyond. If 
you have questions contact Polly Barnhardt or 
Lora Bradley: 

-

Contributions 
Last Week $4486 I Avg YTD $6180 

Russia $271 I Avg YTD $253 

Youth Min. $307 I Avg YTD $360 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell. Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Gene Prince, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans. Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Youlh Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evangelist$: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Clhrist 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The S~crets Of.~ 
THE SECRETS OF THE "TEDDY BEAR LADY" . 

Most of the people at Chicago's Children's Hospital did not know her 
name. They just knew her as the sweet elderly lady in the vivid red suit 
who wanted to make sure that every sick child had a teddy bear to hug 
and caress. She kept bringing the stuffed animals, purchased with her 
own money, to give to ailing children. That is why she was simply 
called the "Teddy Bear Lady." 

Her name was· Gladys Holm, a retired secretary for an insurance com
pany,_who lived alone in a tiny apartment in Evanston. It wasn't that she 
could afford no better dwellrng place, although no one except her attor

ey and stockbroker kn,ew she was quite wealthy. 

When she died at age 86, she had a portfolio worth over $18 million. 
She had never marrie.d and had no heirs. Her w.ill simply directed that 
the bulk of her estate .be given to the ChHdren's M~morial Hospital. Her 
gift was to go to medical research so that new metho~s of treating sick or 
disabled children might be developed. 

The hospital authorities were absolutely shocked by the news. No one 
had the slightest idea that the tall, happy woman delivering the teddy 
bears to ailing children had such wealth. As they began to piece to
gether more of her life's story, they discovered something else. They 
learned that the teddy bears were really a ruse; She gave away teddy 
bears to learn more about the financial resources of the families of the 
children. When she learned that parents did not have insurance or 
enough to cover medical expenses, she very quietly had taken care of 
their bills~ 

CD . 

§ One wonders if Gladys Holm was simply putting into. practice what the 
~ One known as the Great Physician had recommended: 

"""' Q 

~ .,, .. 
"""' 
~ 
~ 

"So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets ... 
When you give ... do not let your left hand know what your right hand is 
doing, so that your giving may be in secret. .. n (Matt. 6:2-4). 

At the hospital's memorial service for Gladys, someone had put a teddy 
bear on every chair. 

John Fernandez 
(The Arizona Republic) 



Ser11i11g God 

IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD 

I r.emember hearing about a congregation who had invited a famous preacher to preach for them 
one Sunday. As it turned out, however, he couldn't go and he sent his brother to speak in his 
place. As word got around the congregation, several people started to leave. The fill-in preacher 
then stood up and made this announcement: "Those of you who came to hear my brother speak 
may leave at this time; those of you who came to worship God may stay on." 

There is another story that is told of a tourist in Washington, D.C., who telephoned the minister of 
a church where the president often attended. The tourist wanted to know if the president was 
expected to worship there that Sunday. The minister said, "That I don't know for certain, but I can 
tell you that we are expecting God to be here, and we hope his presence will attract a sizeahle 
crowd." 

Can you deny that you would be impressed, even a bit awed, by the presence of the president of 
the United States in your congregation? Sometimes we forget that as we gather, we are in the 
presence of the Almighty God. We are privileged to have an audience with the King of all 
creation. We can enter his palace, kneel at his throne, speak our humble praise and receive his 
divine blessing. 

You see, it's always tempting for us to judge the quality of worship by the beauty of the setting or 
the impressiveness of what we see and hear. At Mt. Sinai, the Israelites approached God in a 
scene that was tangible and terrifying to the senses. They could see the glory of God. They could 
hear the power of God. ' 

But our worship is different. "For you have not come to the mountain that may be touched and 
that burned with fire, and to blackness and darkness and tempest, and the sound of a 
trumpet. .. " (Heb. 12:18-19a). · · 

Our worship may not always look impressive, but we need to be careful that we never forget that 
we are still in the presence of God. "You have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living 
God .. . " (Heb. 12:22a). 

What that means is that Christians are on "holy ground" in the weekly worship assembly. The 
bricks and mortar, pulpit and pews are not sacred. But wherever God the Father and Jesus Christ 
the Son are present, we need to respond to that presence by figuratively taking off our shoes in 
reverent, worshipful praise. 

2 

Alan Smith 
(Boone, NC) 

Growth In Jesus 

AT THE LORD'S COMMAND .. 
AN INTRODUCTION 

TO THE BOOK OF NUMBERS 

Week Twenty-Eight 
Some Last Preparations (Numbers 35-36) 

The book of Numbers ends with a series of 
detailed instructions on how to handle a variety 
of certain kinds of legal situations that will arise 
when the people take possession of · the 
Promised Land. At first it may seem like an odd 
collection with which to end the book, until we 
recall that Numbers is followed immediately by 
Deuteronomy, with its detailed review of the 
principles of the law. So, here in Numbers 35-
36, it is mostly a question of tying up some 
loose ends in the arrangements God has made 
for the people to receive and divide up their 
inheritance. 

Unlike the other tribes, the Levites would 
receive no allotment of land in Canaan, because 
their ministry would be ' needed in .the midst of 
all the other tribes. So instead, God directed 
that towns be reserved for them from within the 

- territory of each tribe (35:1-5; see also Joshua 21 
for how these instructions were fulfilled). Some 
of these town~ were to be designated as cities of 
refuge (35 :6-8). This was to protect those 
persons who, without ill intent, had killed 
someone and f~ared vengeance from the dead 
person's family - by law, such persons would be 
protected in these specific cities (35:9-15) . 
Since this protection could easily be- abused, 
God spells out a detailed set of criteria to use in 
handling refuge status (35:16-34). Finally, 
another question of inheritance procedure is 
raised by Zelophehad's daughters, whom we 

have seen before in Numbers 27. The earlier 
decision concerning their case had enabled 
women like these five to receive their 
inheritance in the absence of other male heirs, 
but that decision also raised new questions, and 
now God gives instructions on how to prevent a 
woman's inheritance from passing to a different 
tribe when she marries (36: 1-13). 

All of these directives have spiritual parallels in 
the New Covenant. The Levites were the priests 
under the Old Covenant, while every Christian 
is a priest under the New. And as God provided 
for the Levites's physical needs, so also he 
provides for our needs, both spiritual and 
physical. Then, just as God was concerned for 
the safety of those who committed unintentional 
harm, so too we are given an unlimited measure 
of grace to cover our sins, and in return are 
asked to forgive those who hurt us, even to the 
degree of Jesus saying on the cross "forgive 
them, for they know not what they are doing". 
Finally, just as God took steps to preserve the 
inheritance of Zelophehad's daughters, so we 
can be certain that he will keep -our· eternal 
inhe.ritance safe; none of us will miss out. 

When these kinds of situations arose in the Old 
Covenant, God generally provided detailed 
instructions on how to handle them. But in the 
New Covenant, faith comes more to the 
forefront. There are many important situations 
that arise in the Christian life and ministry for 
which no exact parallel is found in Scripture. 
But we can always know that God has the 
wisdom to guide us, and has the love to tell us: 
We only need to have the prayerful faith to seek 
him, and the readiness to do as he commands, 
and we can be sure of living in his loving care 
always. 

- Mark W. Carner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Jelly, jello, paper bags, pancake mix, crackers, 
spaghetti sauce. 

Hesta Dinner 
There will be a Fiesta Dinner Today after morn
ing services. Support our youth group and their 
mission trip, bring your favorite Mexican dish 
to share. 

Anyway 
People are often unreasonable, illogical and 
self centered; Forgive them anyway. 
If you are kind, people may accuse you of self
ish, ulterior motives; Be kind anyway. 
If yoli are successful, you will win some false 
friends and true enemies; Succeed anyway. 
If you are honest and frank, they may cheat 
you; Be forthright anyway. 
When you spent years building, they may de
stroy overnight; Build anyway. 
If you find serenity and happiness, they may be 
jealous and scorn; Be joyous anyway. 
The good you do today, they often will forget 
tomorrow; Do good anyway. 
Give the world your best you have, and it will 
never be enough; Give the ~orld the best 
you've got anyway. 
You see, in the final analysis, it is between you 
and your God; And it is He who will bless you 
anyway. -Selected 

Calendar 
JUiy 

22 
27 

'29 
29 

Fiesta Dinner After Morning Services 
Singles Devo 7:00 p.m. 
Area Wide Evening Worship 
Bridal Shower For Kristen Barozzini 

August 
1 50's Plus Meeting 
4-11 Teens In Mexico 
15 50's Plus Meeting 
18 Buildings And Grounds Workday 
19 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
25 Women's Program, Proverbs 31 Series 

Bridal Shower 
All ladies are invited to a bridal shower for 
Kristen Barozzini on Sunday, July 29 at 3:30 
pm at the home of Lora Bradley. Kristen is regis
tered at Target and Bed, Bath and Beyond. If 
you have questions contact Polly Barnhardt or 
Lora Bradley. 

Contributions 
Last Week $6822 I Avg YTD $6202 

Russia $247 I Avg YTD $253 

Youth Min. $440 I Avg YTD $362 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Gene Prince, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Youth Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes. Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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How's Your Eyesight 

"The lamp of the body is the eye." (Matt. 6:22). 

Thoughts: The life of fellowship with God is flooded with light (1 John 
1 :7); the life of darkness is one of sin. The light or darkness in your life 
is determined by the eye. The eye is the faculty which determines the 
entrance or withholding of light. Only when light is received can the 
eye become the lamp of the body. Psalm 119: 130 reminds us, "The 
entrance of Your words gives light." Someone .has said, "Light received 
brings light; light rejected brings night." How important, therefore, to 
guard and rightfully sue our spiritual eyes. Our text speaks of: . 

1) The Open Eye: "lf ... your eye is good" (v. 22). The good eye is 
the one focused on Jesus, the Source of light. There is the 
thought· also of "soundness of sight" (RV). The open eye is not 
defective, but is sensitive to all foreign bodies. The slightest 
contact with defilement calls for cleansing and adjustment. 

2) The Closed Eye: "lf.. .the light that is in you is darkness, how 
great is that darkness!" (v. 23). To people who deliberately 
closed their eyes to the truth, the Lord Jesus had to say, "If you 
were blind, you would have no sin; but now you sa·y, 'We see.' 
Therefore your sin remains" Oohn 9:41 ). Ho~ true the saying is 
that "none are so blind as those who will not see." It is a fearful 
thing to close the eye to truth and light. 

3) The Diseased Eye: "If your eye is bad (diseased), your whole 
body will be full of darknessN (v. 23). The eye becomes dis~ 
eased if and when it is not continually cleansed and guarded 
fro'm harmful bodies. The symptoms of a diseased eye are dis
torted vision, double vision, or complete blindness. May the 
Lord keep our spiritual eyes ever focused on Him, ever sensi
tive to sin, ever open to truth. ·Only then shall our individual 
I ives be fu 11 of I ight. 

Stephen F. Olford 



Ser11ing God 

ROCK-SOLi D APOLOGY 

"I took this piece from the Acropolis a long time ago," said the note. "I am very sorry . .Please return it 
where it belongs." 

The note of apology was unsigned, and its author's identity remains a mystery. It was received at the Greek 
consulate in Houston earlier this year - along with a small piece of marble. The episode was announced by 
the Greek Ministry of Culture in Athens last month. The ministry said the rock would be entrusted to the 
archaeological service to determine the area of the ancient Acropolis to Which it should be restored. 

' . 

Stories like this one may become rare. It is conscience that causes people to write apology notes and to 
return purloined items. And conscience is not being cultivated by this generation. It is considered a 
liability rather than a moral virtue. 

Conscience is an internal monitor of behavior. It functions much as a blinking red light on your car's 
instrument panel. When your engine overheats or the oil needs changing, sensors warn you. When you· 
tell a lie or break a promise, the inner discomfort you feel is a warning against the corruption of your 
character. · 

The tricky thing about conscience is this: *Refusing to heed its warnings dulls its sensitivity and even_tually 
disables it altogether.* The Bible calls this process "hard.ening the heart." · And a hard heart is the ruin of 
virtue. 

- Pornography is *not* free speech. Obscene speech is *not* one's right of personal expression. Lyin'g is 
*not* acceptable so long as you are not caught. And it is *not* all right to turn a blind eye to racism, child 
abuse, poverty, and other fqrms of insult to the image of God ~hat attaches to every hum·an being. 

The best way to keep your conscience intact is to pay attention to it. The workplac_e is still under God's 
sovereignty and requires integrity. People in your family are to be treated with dignity and respect. When 
you conscience tells you a moral boundary has been crossed, it is doing you a favor - uncomfortable as the 
feeling is - by inviting you back into spiritually safe ground. 

11While I keep silence, my body wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night your 
hand was heavy upon me ... Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity; I said "I 
will confess my transgressions to the Lord,' and you forgave the guilt of my sin" (Psa_lm 32:3-5). 

Just in case your conscience calls today, determine now not to hang up. 

Rubel Shelly & the Woodmont Hi.I ls Church 
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Growth In Jesus 

WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE 
LESSONS FROM 1 JOHN 

Week One: Introduction (1 John 1:1-4) 

11That which was from the beginning, which we 
h.ave heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we have looked at and our hands have 
touched-this we proclaim concerning the Word 
of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and 
testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal 
life, which was with the Father. and has appeared 
to us. We proclaim to you what we have seen 
and heard, so that you also may have fellowship 
with us. And our fellowship is with the Father 

, and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to 
make our joy complete." (1 John 1: 1-4) 

In these first few verses, John establishes the main 
ideas of his epistl~. In verse 1, reminiscent of 
John 1: 1, John stresses that the Word was living 
"at the beginning". He also emphasizes the 
tangible evic;lence for the Word of Life, Jesus. The 
verse seems almost repetitive in its laborious 
assertion that Jesus actually could be seen, heard; 
and touched. Believers may not at first see the 
reason for such deliberate emphasis, since we do 
not doubt 'that Je_sus really walked the earth in 
human form. But in John's lifetime, many false 
teachers denied this, teaching that Jesus was 
simply a "good .teacher", or was a spirit who only 
appeared to be human. Even today, there are 
more persons who want to explain away Jesus 
than there -are persons who want to believe in 
him. Some want to deny his divinity, some want 
to deny his humanity. But John, and the rest of 
the Bible, ' remind us that to be a Christian, one 
must accept and believe in both. 

Verse 2 connects the life Jesus lived on earth with 
the. promise of eternal life, establishing an 

important link between the physical and the 
spiritual. John had to face .many false teachers 
who considered that flesh and spirit were 
completely incompatible. But as Christians, we 
must live for a time in this physical 'world with 
physical, fleshly bodies, despite being . (in our 
inner selves) spiritual beings destined for a 
different, spiritual home. As long as we live in 
this world, we need both to discipline our bodies 
and nurture 'our spirits. 

Next, John reminds us of the importance of 
fellowship. This means much more than simply 
talking with one another or working together. 
That level of "fellowship" leads only to a fragile 
and temporary alliance - whereas God desires 
that we develop an unbreakable bond with our 
brothers and sisters in the Lord. The true 
meaning of "fellowship" means having a common 
ground, a basis for oneness. Truly we do have 
this in Christ, provided that we "make every effort 
to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 
peace." (Ephesians 4:3) John says that it is only 
through knowing, accepting, and believing the 
full truth about Christ that we can have any real -
fellowship. 

John caps his introduction with a personal 
comment about joy (verse 4). Although we have 
not yet discussed the reasons why John was 
motivated to write this epistle, it should be clear 
from his opening remarks that he is concerned 
about things that disturb the unity and fellowship 
of believers. His 'perspective is such that he can 
only rejoice if this fellowship is present - he 
cannot be content with a superficial peace that 
glosses over the lack of any common 
understanding and belief. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in 'need of the following: 
Jelly, jello, paper bags, pancake mix, p-nut but-
ter 

Summer Youth Series 
Northland hosts the Summer Youth Series on 
Tuesday, July 31 at 7 p.m. Please join us that 
evening for a devot[onal and fellowship. We 
will serve ice cream sundaes that evening and 
are looking for volunteer "scoopers". If you 
can help host and serve ice cream, please see 
Vicki Thomas. 

Food Fellowship 
A food fellowship is planned on August 5th af
ter Sunday morning service in honor of George 
Wooster. George will be moving to live with 
his son in North Carolina. Both he and Jane 
have served many people in the Central Ohjo 
area for the past 50 years. We want to take this 
Qpportunity to say thank you, goodbye and to 
show our love for him. Please bring a dish of 

.· food or a dessert, and a beverage to share. . 

. , ~· 50th Anniversary 
You are invited to a 50th Anniversary Celebra
tion for Jack and Vivian Gaskalla on August 4 
from 2-4 p.m. at Spring Road Church of Christ. 
Please omit gifts. 

New Address 
Chris Bagent's new address is: 762 Timber 
Way Drive, Worthington, 43085. 
Phone number: 985-3001 

. 
29 
29 
31 

1 
4 

4-11 
5 

'15 
18 
19 
25 

Calendar 
July 

Area Wide Evening Worship 
-Bridal Shower For Kristen Barozzini 
Summer Youth Series At Northland 

August 
SO's Plus Meeting 
50th Anniversary Celebration For 
Jack And Vivian Gaskalla 
Teens In Mexico 
Food Fellowship For George Wooster 
After Morning Services 
SO's Plus Meeting 
Buildings And Grounds Workday 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Women's Program, Proverbs 31 Series 

Bridal Shower 
All ladies are invited to a bridal shower for 
Kristen Barozzini foday, at 3:30 pm at the 
home of Lora Brci.dley. Kristen is registered at· 
Target and Bed, Bath.and Beyond. Any ques
tions· contact Polly Barnhardt or Lora Bradley. 
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Contributions '~). ~ .. 
Last Week $4656 I Avg YTD $6151 - i . ,1'. e 
Russia $185 I Avg YTD $250 I / ~ \" . ~ 
·Youth Min. $256 I Avg YTD $359 1 1 

- \ • :S 

Services Elders: Wii_bur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappe l~ Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Gene Prince, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 

"All That I Am Is Due To God" 
"Salvation is of the Lord" Uonah 2:9) 

Salvati9n is the work of God. It is He alone who-quickens the soul 
"dead in trespasses and sins," and it is He also who maintains the soul 
in its spiritual life. He is both "Alpha and Omega." · 

"Salvation is of the Lord. 11 If I am prayerful, God makes me prayerful; if 
I have graces, they are God's gifts to me; if I hold on in a consistent life, 
it is because He upholds me with His hand. I do nothing whatever to
wards my own preservation, except what God Himself first does in me . 

Whatever I have, all my goodness is of the Lord alone. Wherein I sin, 
hat is my own; but wherein I act rightly, that is of God, wholly and 

<:ompletely. If I have repulsed a spiritual enemy, the Lord's strength 
nerved my arm. 

Do I live before men a consecrated life? It is _not I, but Christ who li
veth in me. Am I sanctified? I did not cleanse myself: God's Holy 
Spirit sanctifies me. Am I weaned from the world? I am weaned by 
God's chastisements sanctified to my good. 

Do I grow in knowledge? The great Instructor teaches me. All my jew
els were fashioned by heavenly art. I find in God all that I want; but I 
find in myself nothing but sin and misery. 

"He only is my rock and rnY salvation.H Do I feed on the Word? That 
Word would be no food for me unless the Lord made it food for my 
soul, and helped me· to feed upon it. Do I live on the manna which 
comes down from heaven? What is that manna but Jesus Christ himself 
incarnate, whose body.and whose blood' I eat and drink? Am I continu
ally receiving fresh increase of strength? Where do I gatber my might? 
'My help cometh from heaven's hills: without Jesus I can do nothing~ 

As a branch cannot bring forth fruit except it abide in the vine, no more 
can I, except I abide in him. What Jonah learned in the great deep, let 
me learn this morning in my closet: NSalvation is of the Lord. 11 Sunday Bible Study 

Sunday Worship Serilce 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm Mark Morris - of · Charles Haddon Spurgeon 

C'I Youtlt Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Clev~land Ave. Columb~s, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Ser11ing 6od 

Practic"al Wisdom from Proverbs 
Pt 1 Humility 

NDo not claim honor in the presence of the king, and do not stand in the place of great men; for it is 
better that it be said to you, 'Come up here,' than that you should be put lower in the presence of the 
prince." Prov. 25:6-7 

uwhen someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person more 
distinguished than you may have been invited .. . so the host will say to you, 'Give this man your seat.' 
Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important place. But when you are invited, take the 
lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, 'Friend, move up to a better place.' 
Then you will be honored in the presence of your fellow guests. " Luke 14: 7-11 

Solomon was one of the most renowned and honored rulers in the history of the Jewish 
people. Perhaps it was because of his supreme wisdom, but then again, perhaps it .was the character 

' trait which prompted him to ask God for this wisdom-humility .. 
I'm sure you and I have dealt with (or have been) one of those people for whom the sun rises 

and sets-one to whom the world seems to be ever-indebted. It may be in a seemingly small thing, 
· like wanting to be first in the drive-thru, and of course, you never get your food fast enough. Don't 

they know you have important places to go? Maybe it's a bitter heart toward your co-worker who got 
that raise or promotion instead of you, when, of course, you are more talented and capable than he is. 
Sound familiar? 

We hav'e a tendency to think of ourselves "more highly than we ought." We often forget that, 
in the rl)idst of extreme emotional and physical turmoil, the Lord and Savior of the world humbled 
himself in a most amazing way-washing his dear friends' dirty, smelly feet. At a time when he would 
have been well within his rights to be self-consumed, he gave completely of himself. What better and 
clearer example of true humility has ever been set? 

Momentary happiness may come about through feeding our egos and self-importance, but true 
and lasting joy can only come from emptying·ourselves as Jesus did and taking on the very nature of a 
servant. We are not, as humans, on varying levels of importance to Christ. He love~ us all, from the 
billionaire to the bum. The next time you find yourself comparing yourself with someone of a lower 
mental, financial or social standing, please remember that our Savior was a radical, homeless 
carpenter. 

Thoughts and Challenges: Remember the emperor in The Emperor's New Clothes? May we not be 
caught without our "humility" on. 

Prayers: May God expose any arrogance in our hearts, no matter how painful it may be. May He help 
us to humble ourselves tirelessly as Christ did, not making excuses for self-involvement. 

-Linda Chivington 
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6rowth In Jesus 

WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE 
LESSONS FROM 1 JOHN 

Week Two: Some Background to 1 John 

We shall now step back from the text to 
consider John's goals in writing. The Apostle 
John is a key figure in the New Testament, and 
was a legendary figure in the church for many 
years . He probably wrote 1 John in the BO's or 
90's, or perhaps slightly earlier. This means that 
it was written after the church had been around 
for more than_ an entire generation. John wrote 
to a church that had matured and established 

'itself, but also to a church that had, over time,· 
begun to experience the difficulties that come 
with growth and age. 

By this time, misunderstandings and false 
teachings had become widespread. These 

• problems were just as common, and just as 
painful, for the earliest Christians as they are for 
us today. John probably had one particular 
concern. In any era, Christians have difficulty 
with the fact that we are physical beings but. 
have a spiritual identity. The nature of the Holy 
Spirit and the Godhead are also the source of 
many difficulties, even for earnest believers. By 
the late first century, many popular were saying 
that flesh and spirit were simply irreconcilable. 
One implication was that Jesus himself could 
not have been both God's Son and also a real 
hutnan being with a body of flesh. John thus 
stresses (as in 1:1).that Jesus truly was both. 
There were two alternate practical implications 
to this error - if true, then 'we must either live an 
ascetic lifestyle, fighting every desire of our 
flesh, · or we can simply say that our flesh 
cannot ever be purified, and accordingly we 

have an excuse for anything it does, as long as 
we have the right beliefs. John wanted to 
combat ' these two errors, which later acquired 
the name of Gnosticism. . The very thought of 
separating our earthly existence from our 
spiritual identity was a fallacy to John, so he 
wanted carefully to remind us who we are as 
Christians. 

Understanding that the best way to help 
honestly confused believers was to give them 
something true and positive, John's antidote is 
summed up in the key verse that says "we are iJi 
Him who is true, even in his Son, Jesus 
Christ" (1 John 5:20). John uses identity and 
truth, not speculation, controversy, or 
falsehood : He does not want to join the false 
teachers in pontificating on things he does not 
understand, but rather he wants to stress, over 
and over again, a few basic truths that can 
sustain us in times of confusion or doubt. 

There are several important recurring themes to 
remember in 1 John. The most important idea 
in 1 John is the simple word "IN". John wants 
us to know what it means to be "in" God, and to 
have God "in" us - a simple, but challenging, 
idea. Light and darkness are also key concepts. 
These words are used several times in the letter. 
John tells us that one is either living in the light 
or living in the darkness: there is no other 
possibility. Sin and forgiveness are also 
important themes, and finally, 1 John is most 
frequently remembered . for its prominent 
mention of love and of the Spirit. Most of the 
references to love (there are over 25 in the 
book) come later in the epistle, after the other 
themes have been established . All of these 
concepts are tied in closely with John's concern 
about being in God and having God in us. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Jelly, jello, paper bags, pancake mix, p-nut but-
ter,· spaghetti sauce, soup. · ~ 

Food Fellowship 
A food fellowship is planned today after Sun
day morning service in honor of George Woos
ter. George will be moving to live with his son 
in North Carolina. Both he and Jane have 
served many people in th.e Central Ohio area 
for the past 50 years. We want.to take this op
port1;Jnity to say thank you, goodbye and to 
show our love for him. Please bring a dish of 
food or a dessert, and a beverage to share. 

Teen Lock-in 
The youth leaders ar~ looking for adults to help 
transport and chaperone for a teen lock-in in 
Wooster on Friday evening August 10 until Sat
urday morning August 11. Please see Vicki or 
the teen bulletin board for details. 

I 

Room Needed 
John Eichman, a young man who is a member 
of the church in Point Pleasant, WV, is looking 
for a room he can rent with Christians. If you 
can help, see Jim or Paula Robbins. 

Calendar 
August 

4-11 Teens In Mexico 
' 

5 Food Fellowship For George Wooster 
After Morning Services 

15 50's Plus Meeting 
18 Buildings And Grounds Workday 
19 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
25 ·women's Program, Proverbs 31 Series 

September 
1..:2 Summit 2001 
2 Area Wide Worsrip At Summit 
5 50's Plus Meeting 
9 . Fall Bible Classes Begin 
16 50's Plus "Eat-Out Sunday" · 
16 , Services At Wi I lowbrook 
19 50's Plus Meeting 
30 . Area Wide Evening Worship 

Proverbs 31 Series 
Please join us for the Women's Program, 
Proverbs 31 series, Saturday August 25th at 
8:00 a.m. at Northland. Our keynote speaker 
will be Paula Robbins. See Charlie or Delois 
Yates for more details. 

Contributions · 
Last.Week $5336 I Avg YTD $6124 

Russia $179 IAvgYTD $248 

Youth Min. $264 I Avg YTD $356 

Services 
Sunday Bible Stady 9:30 am 
Sunday Worship Serylce 10:30 am 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, · 
Mike Hipes, Gene Prince, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

Sunday Evening 5:30 pm 
Wednesday Evening 7:00 pm 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters 
Mark Morris 
Y~uth Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evange/ir;;ts: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt. 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 'Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 

c 
z 
<( 

..J 

:c 
1--

a:: 
0 

Chosen To Cheer 

Marie Curling once related a story that gave her cause to reflect 

whenever she was not thrilled with her lot iri life. It wa~ the story ' 

of a little boy named Jamie Scott. Although a elite and friendly 

kid he was nothing remarkable except perhaps in his enthusiasm 

and optimistic outlook in life. She wrote: "Jamie was trying out 

for a part in his school play. His mother told me that he'd set his 

heart on being in it, though she feared he would not be chosen. 

On th~ day the parts were awarded, I went with her to collect 

im after school. Jamie rushed up to her, eyes shining with pride 
' 

and excitement. "Guess what, Mum," he shouted, and then said 

those words that remain a lesson to me: "I've been chosen.to 

clap.and cheer!" 

Sometimes that's all that we can do. Perhaps our talents are lim- , 

ited or our energy at low ebb. No one said the Christian life 
...... ! \ • 

~ would be ea~y or that we would always do. great th_ings to further 
Q) the work of our Lord and His church. But encouraging others 

can be an important gift and without it, those that are destined to J .. do great things might stop jµst before their greatest moment. 
Q ' 
"""' Selected 
Q) 

e 
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(From Temple ,City, California) 

"Your Jove ha.s given me great joy and en
couragement, because you, brother, btnJe 

refreshed the hearts of the saints." 
Philemon 7 . 



Se1·1ting 6od 

Practical Wisdom from Proverbs 
Part 2 Healing Words 

/ 

NReck/ess words pierce like a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing." Prov. 12:18 

NThe tongue that brings healing is a tree of life." Prov. 15:42a 

NThe things that come out of the mouth come from the heart." Matt. 15: 1 Ba 

Who do you think of when you hear the. word "wise"? A grandfather or grandmother ... 
perhaps a dear lifelong friend? Who is it that knows just the right thing to say when you're 
confused or hurting? 

I know that I'd like to be dne of those pe0ple. Without the Holy Spirit as my counselor, 
though, the advice or healing words that I would give people would be downright scary! We 
need to start with the obvious, and fill up first of all on God's Word. Where else can true wisdom 
·be found? If we meditate on godly wisdom and iet it fill us up, we'll have healing words 
overflowing from our hearts. 

Further godly wisdom instructs us to be "quick to listen, slow to speak." I'm sure you've 
heard that that's the reason why we have two ears but only one mouth! Makes ~ense, doesn't it? 
How many times have I said something recklessly and deeply regretted it later? I'm sure you 
have, too. If we take a little time to weigh things out with the Word, hopefully some of these 
careless words can be avoided and stopped before they do any damage. ' 

.,,. Christ is our example of perfect wisdom. Although we fall dreadfully short, we are to 
make every attempt to be like Christ. He liste.ned-really listened and used life-giving words 
everywhere he went. His words were sometimes soft and pleasant; sometimes, they weren't. 
Sometimes he would have to say things that didn 't merely soothe our itching ears, but rather call 
us higher. The end result is his desire to see us transformed more and more into his likeness, 
healing and making us whole. 

Whether by guidance or simply encouragement, let's have the mindset of Christ, using our 
tongue for his glory! 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
It's so very easy to make that snap comment or snide remark .that we'll regret later. Take your 
time and pray for God to enable you to control yourself when you have the temptation to fly off 
the handle. Remember, we will all have to be accountable to God for our careless word~. 
Prayers: 
May God help us to see people from His 'perspective. May we be forgiven for our reckless words 
and be truly slow to speak, filling the hearts of those around us with the refreshment of Christ. · 

-Linda Chivington 
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Growth In Jes11s 

WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE 
LESSONS FROM 1 JOHN 

Week Three: Light or Darkness (1 John 1:5-7) 

This is the me~sage we have heard from him and 
declare to you: God is light; in him there is no 
darkness at all. If we claim to .have fellowship 
with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do 
not live by the truth. But if we walk in the light, 
as he is in the light, we haw~ fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus, his. Son, pu'rifies 
us from all sin. (1 John 1 :5-7) 

In. these verses, John connects the key themes 'of 
light and darkness with his all-important "in" 
idea. Light and darkness are realities, not abstract 
concepts, and we are always living in one or the 
other. Nor are they arbitrary concepts, but are 
intimately connected with God's own nature. 

That God is "light" (verse 5) connotes many 
things: God's perfection, his righteousness, his 
truth, his sinlessness: God himself is light, and he 
also provid~s "light" by revealing .what is in our 
own lives and heart~ . There is no darkness at all 
in God, nothing negative in his own nature or 
character, and no darkness in his vision . Nothing 
can hide or be hidden from God. Therefore God 
must oppose sin. God's definition of what 
constitutes sin, and his attitude towards it, are 
necessary consequences of who he is. So God 
cannot have fellowship with the darkness (verse 
6), since "fellowship" means having a common 
ground:, a firm basis for relationship and unity. It 
is an inherent contradiction for a person to act 
self-indulgently or irresponsibly and yet claim a 
relationship with God. No matter how popular it 
may be to believe such a thing, it cannot be true. 
Anyone who wants to know God must "walk in 
the light". 

When we do walk in the light, we enjoy 
fellowship and purity (verse 7). The phrase 
"walking 'in the light" is quite suggestive. To walk 
means to progress, to continue, and the reference 
to "light" directs us to God's own qualities · and 
nature. If we live a life of righteousness, avoiding 
sin and embracing truth, we are walking in the 
light When we do so, we build fellowship with 
one another and with God, because God and his 
truth form a basis for true and lasting fellbwship. 
John also mentions the purification through Jesus 
that comes from walking in ·the light. Only 
through Christ can we mortal, fleshly, sinful 
humans connect with God and his perfection. 
Jesus is the source of our relationship with God, 
the atonement for our sin, and much more. 

This indicates two essential facts about sin. First, 
sin is not arbitrary. God does not define sin 
based on whims or personal preference~, but by 
his own nature. It is a hindrance to 
!Jnderstanding ' God when humans view his 
commands as an arbitrary display of authority. 
There is always an important and spiritual reason 
for anything God tells us to do or not to do, even 
when we may be unable to understand what this 
reason may be in a given instance. Second, sin is 
not, and can never be, impersonal. It is a 
delusi.on when humans think that they can sin 
without doing any harm. Sin damages our 
relationship with God; and further, those who 
live in darkness automatically exclude themselves 
from fellowship with those in the light. Humans 
cannot live in sin without damagin'g their 
relationships with others ,and undermining any · 
grounds for real fellowship. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
jelly, jell-a, paper bags, pancake mix, peanut 
butter. 

Proverbs 31 S~ries 
Please join us for the Women's Program, 
Proverbs 31 series, Saturday August 25th at 
8:00 a.m. at Northland. Our keynote speaker 
will be Paula Robbins. See Charlie or Delois 
Yates for more details. 

Attitude 
Is more important than the past, 

than education, 
than money, 

than circumstance, 
than what other people think or do. 

It is more important than appearance, gifted
ness, or ski II. 

It will make or break a company, a church, a 
home. 

The remarkable thing is, we have a choice 
every day regarding the attitude we will em

brace for that day. 
We cannot change the fact that people will act 
in a certain way. We cannot change the inevi

table. 
The only thing we can do is play on the one 

string we have, and that is our attitude. 

Calendar 
August 

SO's Plus Meeting 
SO's Plus "'Eat Out Sunday" 

15 
19 
25 Women's Program, Proverbs 31 Series 

September 
1-2 Summit 2001 
2 Area Wide Worship At Summit 
5 SO's Plus Meeting 
9 Fall Bible Classes Begin 
16 SO's Plus "Eat-Out Sunday" 
16 Services At Willowbrook 
19 SO's Plus Meeting 
30 Area Wide Evening Worship 

Thoughts 

The big jobs of tomorrow are for the man 
who is doing today's small jobs as best as 
he can. 

Compassion is difficult to give a way be
cause it keeps coming back. 

Contributions 
Last Week $6532 I Avg YTD $6137 

Russia $343 I Avg YTD $251 

Via Placerville, CA Bulletin Digest I Youth Min. $337 Avg YTD $355 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening -

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Youth Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Letter From Prison 

The following is a letter from a woman who was recently baptized at 
the Ohio Reformatory for Women, in Marysville. 

To The ladies of Northland Church Of Christ: 

I wanted t take a moment to say thank you to the ladies for the lovely 
cards and the words of encouragement. I'd write each one of you indi
vidually, but the lack of envelopes prevents me from doing so. So I 
hope you don't mind that I include all of you in one letter mailing it to 
the church. 

ach card, each letter, each word of encouragement and prayer only 
confirms-the fact that I did the right thing. 

Years ago when someone I care about very much tried to get me to do 
this - I came close - but didn't. I now realize if I had, it would've been 
ail for the wrong reasons. I'd had been doing it for hirn. But now -
now it is different. I have spent the last three years studying the Bible 
and trying to follow _the Lord's words. And it just felt so right. This 
ti me, it was done because I can feel His love for. me . . 

I know I will have struggles ahead of me. But I also know that I can do 
all things through Christ who strengthens me. And if I feel or sense Sa
tan's viciousness, all I need do is say - Away with you, Satan! And our 
precious Lord will be right there by my side - protecting me. That, I 
find to be totally awesome! 

I know those two lines are scriptures that I read. I just don't remember 
where. 

Once again ladies-_ Thanks for your support in prayer. And I'm more 
than glad to be a member of the family! 

Kitty Witte 

~.. If you would like to write to Kitty, see Betty Chappell or Norma Stafa 
u; for her address. 

~ 
q: 



SerJ1ing 6od 

Practical Wisdom from Proverbs 
Pt 3 Skin Deep 

NLike a gold ring in. a pig's snout is a beautiful woman who shows no discretion. N Prov. 11 :22 
NCharm is deceptive and beauty is fleeting, but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised." 
Prov. 31:30 

You young ladies out there-this one's for you. 

My idea of beauty has changed a lot since I was young. Back when I was pretty young, I 
guess I figured that the most beautiful people were probably Farrah Faw<;:ett and anyone who wore 
Calvin Klein or Gloria Vanderbilt jeans (you Gen Xers out there know what I mean!) A lot of my 
peers would have agreed. And that many people can't be wrong, can they? 

Please don't allow your main focus in life to be a slave to the mirror-to look beautiful or 
fashionable, That means absolutely nothing in the scheme of eternity. We all get older 
eventually, and we 30-year-olds don't fit in those 18-year-old Clothes anymore. Our security must 
be in our identity in Christ, not in who the world makes us out to be (and not in some 
outrageously overpriced clothing designed to a1?Peal to our insecurities). 

. For young worn.en of God, it is inappropriate to wear ultra-tight, immodest or downright 
enticing clothes. That simply is leading men to lust after you ·to boost your own ego. Plain and 
simple. You aren't treating your body with the respect that you should. After all, you belong to 
Christ. Some things should be shared solely with your future husband, not with everyone in sight. 
Treat your body with modesty and dignity-God requires it. 

When you get dressed in the morning, think about, "Would I be comfortable walking up 
to Jesus wearing this?" He's always with ypu, you know. Allow him to transform your heart and 
you'll find out the answer. Even though you may be young, "set an example for the believers in 
speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity (I Tim 4:12)." A woman who fears the Lord and 
respects herself is truly to be praised. 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
Please don't even pick up a fashion magazine. There is nothing in there designed for your 
spiritual edification. Even if it seems harmless to you, Satan uses all sorts of captivating traps to 
bring us to ruin. By the way, if you have a question whether or not an outfit is appropriate, ask 
your brother, your dad or your grandfather! 

Prayers: 
If you have a problem with immodesty, confess it to God. He'll help you to see things from his 
perspective if you ask hini to, and he'll fill you up with inner beauty and self-worth ... in him. 

-Linda Chivington 
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Growth In Jesus 

WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE 
LESSONS FROM 1 JOHN 

Week Four: Sin· & Forgiveness (1 John 1:8-10) 

If we claim ·to be without sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will 
forgive us our sins and purify us from at/ 
unrighteousness. If we claim we have not 
sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his 
word has no place in our lives. (1 John 1:8-10) 

Since only those who "walk in the light" can 
have fellowship with God, it is important to 
understand exactly what that means. John tells 
us that it does not mean complete sinlessness, 
but rather has to do with our attitude towards 
the sin in our lives. Unlike God, every human 
is imperfect, and is prone to sin. It is vital to 
our relationship with God that we are honest 
about our.weakness and imperfection. 

John first states that we canno.t ever claim to be 
without sin (verse 8). For any human to claim 
to be perfect or sinless is simply an act of self
dec;eption. Unbelievers and some who daim 
to be believers can both deceive themselves 
into thinking that it is possible for them to be so 
righteous that they . can avoid sin for an 
indefinite period, but John refutes any such 
attempt. Such self-deception contains a 
distorted and unrealistic view of oneself, and 
inevitably leads to a distorted view of God. It 
has the further consequence of driving us away 
from the light of truth, and dravying us into the 
darkness of rationalization, lies, and further 
self-deceit. 

But there is anulher alternative (verse 9). There 
is no reason why we should not simply confess 
our sins! · There is no downside of confession, 
other than a loss of pride. Confession brings 
both· forgi.veness and purification. Indeed, it is 
an important part of God's own nature that he, 
wants to forgive: His desire to have fellowship 
with us is greater than his desire to punish sin -
he waits only- for us to make it possible for him 
.to forgive us by accepting his offer of grace 
through Christ. Note that John is not really 
dealing with confession as a verbal statement, 
but as part of our self·awareness and our 
attitude towards ourselves and our lives. It is of , 
course beneficial at times openly to 
acknowledge our sins to others, but what is 
really essential is to have ' the · right attitude. 
(And it is entirely possible, of course, to confess 
verbally but not in one's heart truly to regret or 
admit wrong-doing.) . 

John gives one more brief warning (verse 10). 
Besides its other consequences, denying our 
sinfulness is an implicit statement that God is 
lying to us when he says \'all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God, and are justified 
freely by his grace through the redemption that 
came by. Christ Jesus" (Romans 3:23-24). God 
tells us the truth, and the truth is that we sin. In 
saying this, John wants his readers to avoid this 
error, but more importantly, he is trying to 
strengthen them against the false teachers who 
were proclaiming their own sinlessness. There 
are persons who like tb present themselves as 
especially strong and immune· to sin, and they 
can be very intimidating to the average 
believer. It is good for us to remember that not 
only are we ourselves saved only by grace, but ' 
so is everyone else. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
jelly, jell-o, paper bags, pancake mix, peanut 
butter, macaroni and cheese, soup. 

Proverbs 31 Series 
Please join us for the Women's Program, 
Proverbs 31 series, Saturday August 25th at 
8:00 a.m. at Northland. Our keynote speaker 
will be Paula Robbins. See Charlie or Delois 
Yates for ·more details. 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Frank 
Chappell and family at the death of his mother, 
Alice Chappell. The funeral was last Wednes
day in Houston, Texas. 

Who I Am! 
I am the salt of the earth (Matthew 5:13) 
I am the light of the world (Matthew 5:14) 
I am the child of God Uohn 1: 12) 
I am Christ's Friend Uohn 15: 15) 
I am enslaved to God (Romans 6:22) 
I am a new Creation (2 Corinthians 5: 17) 
I am a prisoner of Christ (Ephesians 3: 1, 4: 1) 
I am righteous and holy (Ephesians 4:24) 
I am an enemy of the devil (1 Peter 5:8) 
I am not the great "I am" (exodus 3:14, John 
8:24, 28, 58), but by the grace of God, I am 
what I am (1 Corinthians 15:10) -Selected 

Calendar 
August 

19 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
25 Women's Program, Proverbs 31 Series 

September 

1-2 Summit 2001 
2 Area Wide Worship At Summit 
5 SO's Plus Meeting 
9 Fall Bible Classes Begin 
16 SO's Plus "Eat-Out Sunday" 
16 Services At Willow Brook 
19 SO's Plus Meeting 
30 Area Wide Evening Worship 

' 

Refrigerators Needed 
The church is in need of 2 refrigerators, one 
for communion preparation and one to be 
used in the annex for potlucks, teens, etc. If 
you can help in any way, see Lynn Champ
ney. 

Contributions 
Last Week $4803 I Avg YTD $6097 

Russia $169 IAvgYTD $249 

Youth Min. $232 , I Avg YTD $351 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell; Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Gene Prince, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauer:sberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Youth Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evaneelists: Mike Hioe's, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Do We Try To Manage God? 
Peter, the soon-to-be apostle, was a natural-born leader and he exercised 
this gift among the little group of disciples which followed Jesus of Naz
areth. And on at least one occasion Peter tried to manage his Lord. 

The account is in Mark 8:31-33, on the occasion of Jesus' opening His 
mind to His followers about His real mission to planet earth: that He must 
die, and afterward rise again. The Savior's words obviously troubled the 
group, but it was their leader, Peter, who took it upon himself to "talk 
sense" to Jesus. 

See the scene: Peter has led his Lord aside and is talking with unusual ani
mation, even for him. We don't know what Peter's arguments were: per

aps he reasoned with Jesus that folks - even His little flock - want to fol
ow a winner, not a loser. 

But notice the rest of the disciples: they are straining to hear what is being 
said. We could even suppose that they have put Peter up to this confronta
tion . In any event, they are vitally interested in the outcome . 

And our Lord was well aware of the dynamics of this situation. Our text 
(v. 33) says: "But when He had turned around and looked at His disciples, 
He rebuked Peter ... " 

When Jesus Christ rebuked Peter, He was not speaking to Peter as a soli
tary individual, but as a member and leader of a group; and Jesus' words 
were intended for the onlookers every bit as much as for Peter: "Get be
hind Me, Satan! For you are not mindful of the things of God, but the 
things of men." 

The lesson is recorded for us and for all time: Don't try to manage God! 

Yet we are constantly tempted to do exactly that. Whenever we follow the 
teachings of men - even leaders we revere - in preference to the teachings 
of God, we are trying to manage God. When we "adapt" the Bible and its 
principles to make them more palatable, we are attempting to harness God 
to our wagon. ~ 

Q 
Q 
C"iiil .. May our Savior's words always remind us, on every such occasion, that to 
~ seek to manage God is to stand in Satan's stead. -~ 
g> Ted Kyle, In "Pulpit Helps" 
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Ser11ing 6od 

Practical Wisdom from Proverbs 
Pt 4 Giving Back· 

uHonor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops, then your barns will be 
filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine." Proverbs 3:9-10 

uBring me the whole tithe into the storehouse ... 'Test me in this,' says the Lord Almighty, 'and 
see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven ... '" Malachi 3:10 

Gideon had the idea. Abraham had the idea. Christ completely embodied the idea
Giving completely to God. 

As for Gideon, he gave up his security at God's requ~st. When you begin with a huge 
army and then see it dwindle down to 300, that's trusting in the lord! It wasn't a monetary gift, 
but it was a gift of his heart and his trust completely to God, and God returned victory to him. As 
for Abraham, the gift was to be something so terribly dear-his promised son. Even though 
Abraham was told by God that his descendants would come through the seed line of Isaac, how 
torturous it must have been to be committed to give him up on the altar if required ·by God. He 
was prepared to give his son, and God made him the father of a great nation. As for Christ, the 
gift was obvious-everything: food, home, security, dignity, health and eventually his own life. 
There is nothing that can compare with his love and ultimate sacrifice, and God seated him at his 
right hand. , 

As for us in our day and time, our giving back to God may consist of money, some time, a 
little comfort. How sad it is that we struggle so fiercely .against giving even our money back to 
God! God wants our hearts above all else, and the giving of money, time and comfort will follow. 
We need to give to God as much as we can, and he needs to be the priority in our giving. When 
we make that household budget, do we set aside something for the Lord first? Don't give him 
leftovers-he can see through that. Give him your heart and tithing will be a natural response. 
Have you gotten paid? Give some back to God. Do you have 24 hours in a day? Tithe and give 
some of it back to God. Test him. He's proven over and over that he will gladly "throw open the 
floodgates of heaven!" 

Thoughts and Challenges: Let's willingly and eagerly give God out of what we've been giVen
never in a stingy way. God doesn't give that way and neither should we. He loves to give to his 
children. · 

Prayers: May we let go of the things that we treasure that we are hesitant to share with God (our 
money, our time ... ). May we give our hearts fully to th.e Lord and give of our physical gifts 
without hesitation. 

-Linda Chivington 
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Growth In Jesus 

WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE 
LESSONS FROM 1 JOHN 

, Week Five: Ideal & Reality (1 John 2:1-2) 

My dear children, I write this to you so that you 
will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have 
one who speaks to the Father in our defense
}esus Christ, the Righteous One. . He is the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for 
ours but also for the sins of the whole world. (1 

John 2:1-2) 

To "walk in the light" we do not have to be 
completely sinless and perfect, nor must we 
make up for our sins by our own sacrifice or 
meritorious service. These two short verses 
summarize some powerful realities - realities 
that to the fleshly mind seem to be in conflict. 
God wants very much for us to avoid sin, but 
knowing our perpetual weakness, he has 
already provided for forgiveness when we do 
sin. 

John spells out very suceinctly the ideal and the 
reality (verse 1). The ideal is clear: "so that you 
will not sin". God hates sin, has always hated it, 
and always will hate it. There is. never a time 
we can please him by sinning, and never a time 
we won't please him by avoiding sin. It is not 
possible for him to have any other response. 
B1:1t there is also a reality, which God 
understands and accepts even better than we 
do. He knows how weak and fleshly we can 
be, and he knows how often we are going to 
sin. God has therefore. already provided 
forgiveness through the blood of Christ, for 
those who walk in the light. Trying to attain 
forgiveness by our own merit would be an 

inherent contradiction. 

The fleshly mind cannot reconcile God's hatred 
of sin and God's acceptance of sinful humans 
into fellowship with him. And it sees an 
impossibility in using grace to motivate huma~s 
not to sin. In John's lifetime, the Gnostics over
simplified the. issues involved, and created a 
false religion. In our own era, there are also 
false teachers who formulate extremist teachings 
because they cannot understand how to 
reconcile these points. But Jesus Christ is the 
synthesis, the resolution, the mediator of this 
conflict, as well as the bridge over the chasm 
between flesh and spirit. Any attempt to explain 
these concepts without focusing on the blood of 
God's Son will fail, but anyone who grasps who 
Jesus is and what he did can see more clearly 
God's truth in many other areas as well. 

John also tells us that Jesus was a universal 
sacrifice (verse 2). Jesus did not automatically 
provide grace to everyone in the world whether 
they believe or not, but rather God's grace 
through Jesus is powerful enough to extend al I 
over the world, and to permeate the whole life 
of any person. There is no one who cannot be 
sayed if he or she is willing to walk in the light. 
We so often downplay the power of grace, 
because we foolishly think that boldly preaching 
grace will encourage slackness and unrighteous 
behavior. But Scripture tells us otherwi~e, for as 
Paul says to Titus, "the grace of God that brings 
salvation has appeared to all men. It teaches us 
to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly 
passions, and.to live self-controlled, upright and 
godly lives in this present age" (Titus 2:11-12). 

.Preaching and living grace in all its power is the 
best way to help ourselves and others learn to 
walk in the light. 

- Mark W. Gamer 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
jelly, jell-o, paper bags, pancake mix, peanut 
butter, macaroni and cheese, soup. 

Jail Ministry . 
The Jail Ministry group will be meeting at the 
Frankl.in County Correction Center, 370 S. 
Front Street, on Sunday September 2nd. Ser
vices are 8:00 a.m. un.til 9:00 a.m. and 9:15 a. 
m. until 10:15 a.m. Forfurther information see 
Roy Estep. 

Who I Am! 
I am part of the true vine, a channel of Christ's 
life Uohn 15:16) 
I am chosen and appointed by Christ to bear 
His fruit Uohn 15:16) 
I am a slave of righteousness (Romans 6: 18) 
I am hidden with Christ in God (Col. 3:3) 
I am a citizen of heaven, seated in heaven right 
now (Phil. 3:20; Eph. 2:6) 
I am a holy partaker of a heavenly calling 
(Heb. 3:1) 
I am a partaker of Christ: I share in His life 
(Heb.3:14) 
I am chosen of Go~, holy and dearly loved (Col 
3:12;1Thess. 1:4) , 
I am a child of God and I will resemble Christ 
when He returns (! Joh.n 3: 12) 

-Selected 
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Calendar 
September 

Summit 2001 
Area Wide Worship At Summit 
Jail Ministry At Franklin County 
Correction Center 
50's Plus Meeting 
Fall Bible Classes Begin 
SO's Plus "Eat-Out Sunday" 
Services At Willow Brook 
50's Plus Meeting · 
Area Wide Evening Worship 

Refrigerators Needed 
The church is in need of 2 refrigerators, one 
for communion preparation and one to be 
used in the annex for potlucks, teens, etc. If 
you can help in any way, see Lynn 
Champney. 

Contributions 
Last Week $4680 I Avg YTD . $6055 

Russia $294 I Avg YTD $250 

Youth Min. $189 Avg YTD $347 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Wbrshlp Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Gene Prince, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie~ Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Youth Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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What Is That Supposed To Be? 

A tiny but dignified old lady was among a group looking at an art 
exhibition in a newly opened gallery. Suddenly one contempo
rary painting caught her eye. 

"What on earth," she inqu!red of the artist standing nearby, "is 
that?" 

He smiled condescendingly. "That, my dear lady, is supposed to 
be a mother and her child." 

Well, then," snapped the little old lady, "why isn't it?" 

I've seen some of that "modern art", so I can relate. But it makes 
me stop and wonder: Does the same thing ever happen spiritu
ally in my life? I'm "supposed" to be a Christian, a child of God, 
a person whose life dedicated to serving God. ' 

Peter reminds me: "You ought to live holy and godly lives." 
(2 Peter 3: 11 f 

But is there anyone who looks at my life and says, "I know what 
he's supposed to be, so why isn't he?" 

c:;:," 11 Father1 please forgive me for those times I have let you down, 
-; those times I have not set an example of hol.iness that_ You intend 
E for me to. Pl·ease strengtf-len me to my desire to live in such a 
~ way that others around me will have no doubt that You come 
::S first in my life." 

..... 
Q 
() 
C"I 

co" 
C"I -~ 
g> 
<( 

Alan Smith 
(Boone, NC) 



Sert1ing 6od 

Practicar Wisdom from Proverbs 
Pt 5 House Building 

"The wise woman builds her house, but with her own hands the foolish one tears hers down. H 

Proverbs 14:1 

"[The virtuous wom~n's] husband has full confidence in.her and lacks nothing of value. She brings him 
good, not harm, all the days of his life/' Proverbs 31:11-12 · 

Over the years, I'm sure you've known someone in a family where the father left or broke up the 
family. Tragically, women are doing this just as often these days. How deplorable! There are many ways 
to destroy a home and there are also many ways to build it up. How can we, as women, build up our 
homes? 

One way is by consistently making our family's needs a priqrity over our wants and desires. 
There's a time and a place for our godly wants and desires, but they must take a back seat to what our 
husbands and children need from us ... time, love and devotion. Mom needs to be there for that broken 
heart or broken arm. If your child needs help or advice, give it. If they need training or discipline, give it. 
Look after the way·s of your household. 

We also build by studying the Word with and praying with our children. By strengthening our 
children from within, they are more capable of handling the storms from without. Our homes must be built 
on the foundation of Jesus Christ. 

What can tear our ~ouses down? Scathing, critical words, a quick temper, laziness, lack of self
discipline and a lack of spirituality. You can get the kids dressed and fed and help them with their 
multiplication problems, but if you are not spiritually minded and set poor examples in your behavior, what 
are you really doing for them in the long run? If a foundation is weakened, a house will surely collapse, and 
if God isn't the foundation, how great will its destruction be! Would you like to see your young children 
one day raising their children the way you are raising them right now? How about your children's children? 

A foundation isn't to dwell in-it's the beginning of what needs to be built. Think into the future
don't just try to hang on day by day ... God has so much more designed for us! We need to trust in the Lord 
and ask him for wisdom and guidance. As wise women, our building needs to be in the Lord's hands, or . . 

, surely our building is in vain. 

Thoughts and Challenges: · 
Do the right thing! Never even entertain thoughts of "greener pastures." Do not let worldly thoughts and 
actions weaken or destroy your household. No marriage begins with the desire to see it fail. No new · 
parents start off determined to lead their children astray or break their hearts. Be on guard; Satan is · 
s~heming to destroy a godly enterprise-the family. 

Prayers: 
May God forgive us when we set an ungodly example in our homes. May he also strengthen us to pour our 
lives in to His work and our families' spiritual growth. 

-Linda Chivington 
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Growth /11 Jesus 

WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE 
LESSONS FROM 1 JOHN 

Week Six: Obedience & Love (1 John 2:3-6) 

We know that we have come to know him if we 
obey his commands. The man who says, "I know 
him," but does not do what he commands is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him. But if anyone 
obeys his word, Cod's love is truly made 
complete in him. This .is how we know we are in 
him: Whoever claims to live in him must waik as 
Jesus did. (1 John 2:3-6) 

John now discusses several aspects of "walking in 
the light", that is, components of our relationship 
with God. These are, in one sense, a test of 
whether someone has fellowship with God. 
Second, they describe what goes into knowing 
God, and how these things fit together. The first 
aspect is the most basic, that of obedience (2 :3-6). 
Then there · is love (2: 7-11 )', then (after a 
digression in verses 12-14), being' separate from 
the world (2: 15-17) and believing in Jesus as the 
Christ (2: 18-29). 

John llnks knowing God and obeying his 
commands (verse 3). To have a relationship with 
God, in any meaningful sense, we must 
understand who he is, and must be conscious at 
all times of his omnipotence and omniscience. 
To know God, and then to take his commands 
lightly, is a contradiction. John says this in a 
positive sense: he is writing to believers who are 
troubled and tormented by overbearing false 
teachers pretending io have superior knowledge. 
John says simply that those who live a life of 
basic (hot sinless) obedrence are the ones who 
know God. 

The next verse deals with those who teach the 

flesh-pleasing doctrine that a believer can uo 
anything, as long as he or she believes the right 
things. This lie leads astray those believers who 
are looking for excuses, and it throws sincere 
believers into confusion, wondering if their 
sacrifices and perseverance were worthwhile after 
all. John re-assures us that indeed a life of 
obedience is important if we wish to live by the 
truth. 

John also. links obedience with love (verse Sa). 
From a fleshly perspective, love and obedience 
seem opposed. But. our obedience allows God's 
love to "be made complete": when we obey God, 
we are truly able to love one another ·and to 
experience God's love for us. Disobedience is a 
barrier to these, because our self-will, if 
unrestrained, seeks only to please the flesh. Only 

. when we accept God's wisdom and authority 
unconditionally can we truly love others, because 
only then are we able to perceive their deepest 
needs, and only then can we have the spiritual 
insight needed to meet those needs. Without 
knowing God, the best we can do for other 
humans is to give them very temporary relief from 
their problems. · 

John sums up in verses Sb-6, again advocating the 
perspective of embracing God and the things he 
teaches us. To "walk as Jesus did" is an all
encompassing call to love, obey, and trust. John 
wants to encourage and strengthen his audience 
by saying this. He is not trying to convict them 
that they are not in Jesus, but instead he means to 
re-assure them that this is tlie right way to follow 
Jesus. They do not need to learn the weird, 
teachings of the proto-Gnostics or any other 
select group, but rather they simply need to 
commit themselves to walking as Jesus did. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
jelly, jel 1-o, paper and plastic bags, pancake 
mix, macaroni and cheese, coffee. 

Sunday Services 
Due to the Summit weekend there will be no 
evening services this Sunday. There will be 
Sunday morning class and worship.' 

Bridal Shower 
There will be a bridal shower for Michelle 
McDaniel on Sunday, September 16 at 3 p.m. 
in the annex. Michelle is registered at Target 
and Lazarus. See Rachel Carver for more info. 

Thank You 
Several weeks ago I requested prayers about 
my job. After much personal prayer God has 
led me to accept the third grade teaching posi
tion at COCS. Thank you-for your prayers. 

Kristen Maynard 

Thank You 
I am here today as a person who has a new ap
preciation for life and especially what it means 
to be a part of God's family. The prayers, the 
e-mails, the visits to the hospital and our home, 
the phone calls, and the cards and notes have 
all been so encouraging! Thank you all so 
much for all of your love! Getting to go home 
would be nice, but being here with all of you is 
a wonderful blessing. 

Mark Morris 
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September 

Summit 2001 
Area Wide Worship At Summit 
Jail Ministry At Franklin County 
Corr~ction Center 
50's Plus Meeting 
Fall Bible Classes Begin 
50's Plus "Eat-Out Sunday" 
Services At Willow Brook 
Bridal Shower For Michelle McDaniel 
3:00 p.m. In the Annex 
50's Plus Meeting 
Area Wide Evening Worship 

Refrigerators Needed 
The church is in need of 2 refrigerators, one 
for communion preparation and one to be 
used in the annex for potlucks, teens, etc. If 
you can help in any way, see Lynn 
Champney. 

Contributions 
Last Week $7500 I Avg YTD $6096 

Russia $235 I Avg YTD $250 

·· Youth Min. $224 ; I Avg YTD $343 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes; Gene Prince, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Youth Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evangelists: M ike Hioes. Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Collision Of God A nd Sin 

"Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree. H 1 Peter 
2:24. 

The Cross of Jesus is the revelation of God's judgment on sin. Never 
tolerate the idea of martyrdom about the Cross of Jesus Christ. The 
Cross was a superb triumph in which the foundations of hell were 
shaken.' There is nothing more certain in Time or Eternity than what 
Jesus Christ did on the Cross: He switched the whole of the human 
race back 'into a right relationship with God. He made Redemption the 
basis of human life, that is, He made a way for· every son of mar;i to get 
into communion with God. 

he Cross did not happen to Jesus: He came on purpose for it. He is 
"the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world." The whole mean
ing of the Incarnation is the Cross. Beware of separating Cod manifest 
in the flesh from the Son becoming sin. The Incarnation was for the 
purpose of Redemption. God became incarnate for the purpose of put
ting away sin; not for the purpose of Self-realization. The Cross is the 
center of Time and of Eternity, the answer to the enigmas of both. . 

The Cross is not the cross of a man but the Cross of God, and the Cross 
of God can never be realized in human experience. The Cross is the 
exhibition of the nature of God, the gateway whereby any individual of 
the human race can enter into union with God. When we get to the 
Cross, we do not go through it; we abide in the life to which the Cross 

c:i' is the gateway. 
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The center of salvation is the Cross of Jesus, and the reason it is so easy 
to obtain salvation is because it cost God so much. The Cross is the 
point where God and sinful man merge with a crash and the way to life 
is opened - but the crash is on the heart of God. 

Oswald Chambers _ 
From "My Utmost For His Highest" 

"He himself bore our sins in his' body-on the tree, so 
that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; 

by his wounds you hrrue been healed." 
· 1Peter 2:24 



Ser11ing 6od 

Practical Wisdom from Proverbs 
Part 6 Integrity 

NThe man of integrity walks securely, but he who takes crooked paths will be found out." 
-Prov.' 10:9 ' 
NA/J a man's ways seem right to him, -but the Lord weighs the heart. To do what is right and just 
is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice." -Prov. 21 :2 

Once upon a time, a few hundred years before Christ; there was an arrogant, conniving 
man named Haman (you remember, King Xerxes' trusted right-hand man?): Well, he was in such 
a position of authority that it was ordered that he be bowed down to. One righteous man, 
Mordecai, refused to do it. This unknown Jew had the gall to follow his conscience. Haman, in 
his rage, prepared the gallows specifically for ·Mordecai and had designs on executing all the Jews. 
Well, to make a long story short, through Mordecai's cousin Esther, Haman is exposed and 
hanged from the very gallows that he'd intended for Mordecai. Mordecai is then placed in royal 
robes and given second-in-command status. Justice is served. 

Don't we all, deep ·down, long to see the "good guy" win out and the "bad guy" receive 
his punishment? There are countless literary examples of good triumphing over what appeared 
good, but is in fact, evil. I think most of us crave that sense of justice. · 

Remember Cain and Abel? _Both offer sacrifices to the Lord which probably appear 
acceptable before God on the outside ... yet God delights in Abel's sacrifice and not in Cain's. Was 
it his heart? Was he holding back or giving begrudgingly? We don't know. All we know is that 
Abel's heart was pure and that God delighted in him-this was more pleasing than his sacrifice 
was. Cain was exposed very quickly for the bitterness and evil and his heart. 

Above all things, God desires our hearts to be pure. That's the reason he sent his son-if 
we weren't able to be purified through the cross, none of us would have the chance to be in His 
presence. He created us, wants fellowship with us, lives for us, died for us, was raised for us ... in 
short, he adores us. 1f-I told my children that I no longer loved them, but I would continue to 
serve them by cooking for them, washing their clothes and helping them with their reading, how 
well do you think that would be received? What if I to1d them I did love them and let them 
completely fend for themselves? Our hearts come first, then the actions very naturally follow. 

Thoughts and Challenges: Praise God for His patience and grace! Remember, there is One who 
kno~s our hearts better than we do ourselves. May we desire to walk in straight paths always and 
give our hearts fully to the Lord. 
Prayers: May God forgive us when we live in hypocrisy, trying to appear "righteous" but secretly 
not desiring God's presence in our hearts. Don't fill your life with good deeds for good deeds' 
sake. Make the love of God your aim. 

-Linda Chivington 
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Growth In Jesus 

WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE 
LESSONS FROM 1 JOHN 

Week Seven: Love 
An Old Command Made New (1 John 2:7-11) 

Dear friends, I am not writing you a new 
command but an old one, which you have had 
since the beginning. This old command is the 
message you have heard. Yet I am writing you 
a new command; its truth is seen in him and 
you, because the darkness is passing and the 
true light is already shining. Anyone who 
claims to be in the light but hates his brother is 
still in the darkness. Whoever loves his brother 
lives in the light, and there is nothing in him to 
make him stumble. But whoever hates his 
brother is in the darkness and walks around in 
the darkness; he does not know where he is 
going, because the darkness has blinded him. 
(1 John 2:7-11) 

John now presents a second component of 
one's relationship with God: the moral test of 
love. The importance of love is always 
obvious,_ but because of our constant tendency 
towards selfishness, God must frequently re
iterate it. In fact, this, is an "old" command 
(verse 7). The need to love one another is 
fundamental to any kind of relationship with 
God, because of God's own unchanging nature 
and will. Since God loves every person just as 
much as he loves us, there is no such thing as 
following God or knowing God without taking 
into account how our lives affect those around 
us. And it is not possible to be a Christian in 
isolation, without human relationships. We 
cannot ever meet all the needs around us, but it 
is both possible and important to strive to love 

as p~rt of our relationship with Gutl. 

This "old" truth takes on new significance in 
Christ (verse 8). Just as Jesus fulfilled the law, 
brought the Spirit, and replaced a ministry of 
animal sacrifices with a more perfect sacrifice 
that brought unlimited grace, he also brought a 
new significance to the meaning of love. Jesus 
showed God's love more completely than did 
Moses or Abraham, and he showed us also 
how to love each other in a way that 
transcends anything possible under law alone. 

There is also a link between hate and darkness, 
just as there is between love and light (verses 9-
10). John always presents the Christian life as 
an integrated whole: we either live in the light, 
know God, obey God, and love our brothers 
and sisters, or we · I ive in the darkness, 
implicitly call God a liar, deceive ourselves, 
and hate our brothers and sisters. A genuine 
Christian is complete and consistent in his or 
her beliefs, claims, and actions.· Those who 
present Christianity in some other way are 
simply wrong. Those of us who are pursuing 
this ideal, no matter how fallibly we attempt to 
practice it, are the ones who are walking in the 
light. 

Light and darkness affect the direction of our 
lives (verse 11). Just as physical light enables 
us to see clearly and to avoid injury as we walk 
around, so too do living in the light and living 
in love ensure that we won't stumble so often 
over the obstacles that Satan and the world so 
often put in our path. But hate causes 
blindness, and those who walk in ,it can never 
see anything clearly. The)( have a distorted 
view of themselves, of God, of their lives, and 
of others. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
jelly, jell-a, paper and plastic bags, pancake 
mix, macaroni and cheese, coffee. 

Bridal Shower 
There will be a bridal shower for Michelle 
McDaniel on Sunday, September 16 at 3 p.m. 
in the annex. Michelle is registered at Target 
and Lazarus. See Rachel Carver for more info. 

See You At The Pole 
"See You At The Pole" is Wednesday Septem

, ber 19th at 7:00 A.M. A prayer session for stu
dents and adults at the flag pole outside of all 

. public middle and high schools across the na
tion. If possible, please plan to join one of 
these prayer sessions and pray fqr our schools. 

Good To Hear From You 
The professor of a graduate-school class of . 
gifted students included a huge amount of ma
terial on the midterm exam. Tension in the 
room built, people were sighing and gasping 
aloud as they realized how much material they 
had covered and were expected to recal I. The 
following week the professor tossed the graded 
papers on her desk and announced, "Class, af
ter I left .here last week, the Lord spoke to me." 
He said, "Gee, thanks, professor. I haven't 
heard from some of these people in years!" 

-Selected 
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16 
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Calendar 
September 

Fall Bible Classes Begin 
SO's Plus "Eat-Out Sunday" 
Services At Willow Brook 

16 Bridal Shower For Michelle McDaniel 
3:00 p.m. In the Annex 

19 
30 

SO's Plus Meeting 
Area Wide Evening Worship 

Refrigerators Needed 
The church is in need of 2 refrigerators, one 
for communion preparation and one to be 
used in the annex for potlucks, teens,. etc. If 
you can help in any way, see Lynn 
Champney. 

Contributions 
Last Week $2694 I Avg YTD $6002 

Russia $120 I Avg YTD $246 

Youth Min. $136 I Avg YTD $337 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Seivice 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Gene Prince, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters; 
Mark Morris 
Youth Minister: Bobby Graham 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes; Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Quietly I Enter 

Quietly I enter the closet 

Quietly I close the door. 

Outside are the futilities, 

The doubts and useless struggles; 

Forgotten are the little things 

That too long have shackled my mind 

And held me prisoner. 

Now unhurried and free · 
I 

I contemplate Jesus, 

His mercy and His love. 

Patiently I wait. 

Lo, out of the shadows 

Comes His presence. 

Silently we visit, 

From His wounded hand 

I receive His balm 

And His comfort. 

I rest. 

The door to the world is opened! 

Eagerly I pass, 

No longer futile, 

Nor fearful, 

Nor yet alon:g. 

No longer I, 

But, WE! 

P.M. Snider 



Ser11ing God 

Practical Wisdom from Proverbs 
Part 7 Life Lessons 

"He who heeds discipline shows the way to life, but whoever ignores correction leads others astray. H 

Proverbs 10:17 

"Do not be wise in your.own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil. My son, do not despise the Lord's 
discipline ... the Lord disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in." Proverbs. 3:7 

Children. I worked at a daycare center many years ago and saw these truths to be 11self-evident" 
on a daily basis. One specific day I recall working with my dear friend Dea_rina (Brown), and we were 
transporting 2- and 3-year-olds from one building to another by way of a red rope. They were holding 
onto it (but it was probably better tied around them). All of the children were to grab the rope and hold 
on as we walked through the parking lot. One poorly trained young man decided to make a break for it 
and run toward the road! Of course, we called out for him, but instead of him returning, the rest of the · 
class decided to blindly follow his lead. We then had to frantically catch, tackle and retrieve these 
wayward youngsters to protect them from the busy street: ' 

When the children were safely.inside, we had them put their heads down on the table. It was 3 . 
or 4:00 in the afternoon, so we turned the I ights off, as well.' After some of the parents got wind of the 
incident, rather than appropriately training their children, they accused us of potentially making their little 
angels afraid of the dark. Talk about missing the point! These parents despised our discipline much in the 
same way we tend to despise God's. 

As children of God, we can be very similar to these rebellious children. We may know full well 
what's expected of us, as .the children did, and yet entertain our own "wisdom," which leads us astray, 
and perhaps to death. As children of God, we may be like the parents, unwilling to accept the 
discipline's merit or accusing God of wrongful motives. "No discipline is pleasant at the time, but 
painful. Later on, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it 
(Heb. 12:11 )." We felt it necessary to discipline these children because they were in our care. How 
much more will our Father discipline us, His children in whom he delights? May we pay attention when 
He does. 

Thoughts and Challenges: . 
Is there something right now in which God is disciplining you? Praise God-He loves you. ·"My son, do 
not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you ... we have all had 
human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to 
the Father of our spirits and live!" Hebrews 12:5b-9 

Prayers: _ 
May we ask for wisdom and strength in the midst of God's training. Read and meditate on James i :5~8 
before praying. 

-Linda Chivington 
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Growth In Jesus 

WE ARE IN HIM_ WHO IS TRUE 
LESSONS FROM 1 JOHN 

Week Eight: "I Write to You" 
A Basis For Relationship (1 John 2: 12-14) 

I w«ite to you, dear children, beqwse your sins 
have been forgiven on account of his name. 
I write co you, fathers, because you have known 
him who is from the beginning. 
I_ write to you, young men, because you have 
overcome the evil one. 
I write to you, d,ear children, because you have 
known the Father. 
I write to you, fathers, becaus

1

e you have known 
him who is from the beginning. 
I write to you, young men, because you are , 
strong, and the word of God lives in you, and 
you have overcome the evil one. (1 John 2: 12-
14) 

This passage is something of a digression from 
John's discussion of light, obedience, love, and 
other components of our relationship with God. 
In these verses, he simply re-emphasizes some of 
the important things that motivated him to write 
his epistle. Every Christian has received some 
great spiritual blessings, and _has won important 
spiritual victories. These give us a basis for an 
eternal relationship with God, and for lasting 
relationships with each other. 

John addresses three groups, telling each why he 
is writing to them: "dear children", "fathers", and 
"young men". These are best understood in a 
spiritual sense, rather than as referring literally to 
physical age or status. "Children"· can obviously 
apply to Christians in a general sense, although it 
also could refer to very new Christians. "Fathers" 
refers to the spiritually mature, . particularly those 
with spiritual responsibiliti~s. ''Young men", 

likewise, n1usl µruuably refers to spiritual growth, 
not physical age. John writes like this as a way of 
stressing the spiritual relationship tha~ we have 
with God and with each other. Our spiritual 
identity is so much more important than any of 
·the criteria that the world would use to d~fine 
who we are. 

There are several things we have in common as a 
basis for fellowship, which John wants to 
preserve and strengthen. Most basically, 
Christians have had their sins forgiven. Any two 
persons who have shared in this, and who 
understand it, are able to rejoice in this great 
news - and it is always exciting to share any good 
news with someone who .can appreciate_ it. John 
also mentions twice that we have known "him 
who is from the beginning"·. That is, we are 
bound together by a common knowledge of God 
and a common relationship ·with him. This is a 
m_uch stronger ,bond than merely having human 
friends or relatives in common, because other 
humans were not "from the beginning"; they are 
not eternal and are not immortal. We also share 
in overcoming the evil one; only Christians can 
ever have any lasting relief from the unending 
assaults of Sa!an on human souls, lives, minds, 
and hearts. Not only is this a wonderful 
individual blessing, it also provides common 
ground for understanding and ministry. And the 
Word of God lives in each of us. We have all 
made a home in our hearts for the Spirit of God, 
and have . committed ourselves to a life of 
devotion and submission to God's Word and will. 
While we shall sti,11 have different perspectives at 
times, the list of important truths that we see the 
same way is much more important. These kinds 
of bonds - and others you might think of on your 
own - are a much stronger basis for our 
relationships than any worldly or fleshly 
connection we can have with other persons. 

- Mark W. Gamer 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
jelly, paper and plastic bags, pancake mix and 
syrup, macaroni and cheese, coffee. 

Bridal Shower 
There will be a bridal shower for Michelle 
McDaniel today, Sunday, September 16 at 
3 p.m. in the annex. See Rachel Carver for 
more info. 

See You At The Pole 
"See You At The Pole" is Wednesday Septem
ber 19th at 7:00 A.M. A prayer session for stu
dents and adults at the flag pole outside of all 
public middle and high schools across the na
tion. If possible, please plan to join one of 
these prayer sessions and pray for our schools. 

Congratulations 
Jane Fischer was baptized last Sunday morning. 

Jesus Left 
His purse to Judas 
His clothes to the soldiers 
His body to Joseph of Arimathea 
His mother to John 
His peace to His disciples 
His supper to His followers 
His Gospel to the world 
His presence with God's children 
And a crown for me 
"Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness ... " 2 Timothy 4:8. 

-Crossville Church of Christ (Tenn.) 

16 
16 
16 

19 
30 

Calendar 
September 

SO's Plus "Eat-Out Sunday" 
Services At Willow Brook 
Bridal Shower For Michelle McDaniel 
3:00 p.m. In the Annex 
SO's Plus Meeting 
Area Wide Evening Worship 

. Refrigerators Needed 
The church is in need of 2 refrigerators, one 
for communion preparation and one to be 
used in the annex for potlucks, teens, etc. If 
you can help in any way, see Lynn 
Champney. 

Contributions 
last Week $6205 I Avg YTD $6007 

Russia $327 Avg.YTD $248 

Youth Min. $446 Avg YTD $340 

Setvices 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship' Service 

. Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Ban)llardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
¥ike Hipes, Gene Prince, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Hold Onto What You Have 

Little Johnny's kindergarten class was on a field trip to their local 
police station where they saw pictures, tacked to a bulletin 
board, of the 10 most wanted men. 

One of the youngsters pointed to a picture and asked if it really 
was the photo of a wanted person. 

"Yes," said the policeman. "The detectives want him very 
badly." 

·o little Johnny asked, "Why didn't you keep him when you took 
is picture?" 

We need to hold onto what we have. That's one of the themes of 
the book of Hebrews, as a number of Christians were considering 
giving up their faith in Christ to go back into Judaism. To them, 
the Hebrew writer says: 

"Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed 
through the heavens, Jesus the Son ofGod, let us hold fast our 
confession." (Hebrews 4:14). 

:C: "Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for 
~ He who promised is faithful." (Hebrews 10:23). 
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Feel like quitting? Don't! Feel like it's not worth all the trouble? 
It is! Whatever you do, don't ever let go of something so valu
able as your faith in Christ. 

Alan Smith 
Boone Church of Christ (North Carolina) 



Practical Wisdom from Proverbs 
Pt 8 Working for the lord 

Ser11ing 6od 

"As vinegar to the teeth and smoke to the eyes, so is a sluggard to those who send him. H 

Proverbs 10:26 

"Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
th~nks to God the Father through Him." Colossians. 3:17 

Several weeks ago, Greg and Lori Orall (former members or Northland) were in town for a 
visit and were staying at our house. If you know Greg, you know how much he adores coffee 
(Starbucks is usually one of the highlights of his visits). He generally wakes at the crack of dawn 
and makes a pot of coffee, which he did this particular morning, as usual. After he'd carefully put 
in the right number of drops of caramel flavoring and the correct measurement of white gleaming 
crystals, he geared up to take a drink of his steamy concoction. "Ugh!" re cried, spitting the 
coffee into the sink. "Linda must have put vinegar in this bottle of flavoring!" Of course, after 
further investigation, he determined that the white crystals he added weren't grains of sugar, but 
sea salt! 

To God, we must be like that bitter coffee sometimes. What we deliver to the Lord must 
fall dreadfully short of His expectations. He carefully trains us and equips us through His Word 
and prepares us for service of all kinds. When we drag our feet or refuse to serve in things he's 
already laid out for us to do, we become that vinegar, that "s:moke in the eyes." 

Instead, we ought to approach God's opportunities for us with a receptive, diligent heart. 
know there is some work that I've been called to do that I'd have-gladly replaced with a glass of 
vinegar; however, we need to be prepared in all things. If it is scrubbing the kitchen floor or 
changing diapers, do it to the glory of God. If it is serving the body or talking to the lost, do it to 
the glory of God. "Whatever your task, work heartily, as if working for the Lord, and not men 
(Col. 3:23)." Jesus sets us a perfect (and challenging) example of diligen.ce and willingness. If he 
was willing to go to the cross for his Father, we should be willing to endure whatever work God 
has planned for us. We have eternity to r.est! 

Thoughts and Challenges: · 
Whether we're mending a torn seam or leading a mission.trip, let's always keep working for the 
Lord-not to earn God's love and salvation, but because we've already been freely given them. 
Prayers: . 
If you're prone to be lazy or make up excuses for not doing what God places before you, repent. 
It's never too late to make a change. Pray that God would cleanse your heart of laziness and 
make plain the work that He desires for you. May He enable you to see. your time and energy as 
His, and not your own. -Linda Chivington 
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6rowth In Jes11s 

WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE, 
LESSONS FROM 1 JOHN 

Week Nine 
Do Not love the World (1 John 2:15-17) 

Do nbt love the world or anything in the world. 
If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him. For everything in the world-the 
cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and 
the boasting of what he has and does-comes not 
from the Father buLfrom the world. The world 
and its desires pass a.way, but the man who does 
the will of God lives forever. (1 John 2: 15-17) 

This could be called the "identity test" o_f our 
fellowship with God. John re-assures us that, if 
we are indeed living for God and ~ot for this 
world, then we have made the right choice. 
There is a sharp distinction between light and 
darkness, and we cannot love the wor,ld and still 
have the love of God within us (verse 15). 
When we· choose to become friends with the 
world we make ourselves _enemies of God 
Uames 4:4). A genuine believer does not look to 
the things of this world for hope or meaning, 
because "where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also" (Matthew 6:21). 

John describes the things "of the world" (verse 
16) as empty, typified by craving and boasting. 
Anything not done out of faith cannot pro"vide 

- lasting satisfaction. We are created in God's 
image, so how could anything of this · world be 
more satfsfying than God? Worldly desires are 
agonizing and frustrating when unfulfilled, but 
. even worse, they are usually disappointing when 
fulfilled. Unbelievers boast about what they 
have and do, because inside they know that 
their possessions and achievements have no 

lasting value. They must desperately attempt to 
convince others and themselves tl:iat what they 
have sought is of value after all. "Everything in 
the · world", then, refers not so much to the 
~orld's objects or inhabitants as to this worldly 
perspective. Cravings, boasting, envy, and all 
that goes with hankering after earthly treasure, 
come from the world and not from God. 
Whether we are from God or. from the world 
depend_s not on how much we have in this 
world, but rather on our attitude towards it. 
Those who .gratefully receive whatever God 
gives them are from -.God. But those who feel a 
need for more, a need to boast about what they 
have already, a need to compete with others to 
get as much as they can - they are from the 
world. 

The world and its desires are all temporary 
(verse 1 7). Even its positive things will not last, 
so it is foolish to place undue hope, security, or 
confidence in them. No earthly blessing can 
ever provide lasting peace or security. Even if 
we deceive ourselves into thinking that this 
world can satisfy us, our spirits· within us still 
know better, and long for God. The only 
permanence .in our existence is found in 
knowing God and in living in the light. 

Recognize and resist the lure of the world, as its 
traps are not always obvious. False teachers, 
filled with worldly desires and ambitions, can 
use Christianity itself as a vehicle to fulfill 
worldly cravings. But in warning us of the 
emptiness of the world, John also re-assures 
those -of us who follow God. We have left 
behind nothing of real value in this war.Id, and 
we should continue to walk in the light, 
regardless of the activities of those who prefer to 
remain in the darkness . 

- Mark w. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
jelly, paper and plastic bags, pancake mix and 
syrup, macaroni and cheese, coffee. 

B_ridal Shower 
There will be a bridal shower for Emily Thorne 
on Sunday, September 30 at 2:30 p.m: at the 
home of Margie Hipes. Emily is registered at 
Bed, Bath & Beyond and at Target. 

Congratulations 
Kalee Barnhardt was baptized last Sunday. 

Wedding 
Ray and Billie Thorne cordially invite you to 
attend the wedding of their daughter Emily to 
Sean Smith on October 20, 2001 at 11 :00 a.m. 
at the Spring Road Church of Christ in Wester
ville. If you plan to attend both the wedding 
and the brunch that fol lows, please add your 
name by Sunday September 30 to the sign-up 
sheet posted on the bulletin board so that we 
can provide an accurate count to the caterer. If 
you r~ceived a written invitation, please return 
the response card promptly, and you need not 
place your name on the sign-up sheet. 

Marrieds Retreat . 
The Marrieds Retreat wi 11 be October J 2th thru 
the 14th at Atwood Lake. Please sign up after 
morning service or see Mary Kay Barozzini. 

29 

30 

3 
5-7 
12-14 
17 
21 
28 

Calendar 
· September 

Parking Lot "Sealing Day" 
See Charlie Yates For More Info 
Area Wide Evening Worship 

October 
· 50's Plus Meeting 
Fall Fest 
Marrieds Retreat 
50's Plus Meeting 
50's Plus "Eat-Out Sunday" 
Daylight Saving Time Ends 

In Honor of Yves and Anna 
Since the Periard family will be returning to 
Russia in just a few days, we will honor them 
this evening with a sandwich and dessert fel
lowship after evening worship. During the 
P.M. worship Yves will present an update on 
the work in Russia and share with us the 
Periard's tentative plans for the future. To allow 
the entire congregation to participate, this Sun
day evening's off-site small groups and teen ac
tivities-are cancelled. 

Contributions 
last Week $4229 I Avg YTD $5960 

Russia $248 I Avg YTD $248 

Youth Min. $204 I Avg YTD $237 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Ser\llce 
Sundiy Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ge_pe Prince, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
J)eacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney; Daqell Estep, Jack 
Evan_s, Qon·Gillespie, Lou .L,awrence, Jack Mauersberg, ~eryl McMasters1 

Mar.k Moqis . 
Evang~ists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

- Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Watch And Pray 

"While men slept. .. " (Matt. 13:25). 

The hour of darkness is the hour of danger. This is why the New Testa
ment abounds in warnings concerning "sleeping" when we should be 
"watching" (See Rom. 13:11; 1 Cor. 15:34; 1 Thess. 5:6). Why is there 
so much teaching on the danger of sleeping when we should be watch-
ing? Here are three answers: · 

When We Sleep the-Devil Spoils Our Testimony: "While men slept, 
(the) enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat" (v. 25). The 
Christian church is so mixed today. You look for the world and you 
ind it in the church; you look for the church and you find it in the 
orld! Why is this? Because Christians are sleeping. 

When We Sleep the Devil Robs Our Time: "While the bridegroom ... 
delayed, they all slumbered and slept" (Matt. 25:5). Instead of prepar
ing for the bridegroom's return, these vir'gins were sleeping. Conse
quently, when the bridal party arrived, the young women were not 
ready - and it was too late to get ready. The door ~as shut, the wed
ding went on, but those who slumbered and slept were left outside. 

When We Sleep the Devil Plans Our Temptations: "And Uesus) came 
and found (the disciples) asleep" (Matt. 26:43). He had to say to them, 
"Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation" (26:41 ). These disci
ples were unable to face temptation and consequently deserted or de

~.. nied their Lord in His hour of need. What a challenge this is to watch
Cll fulness and vigilance, day by day and moment by moment! e . 
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We must watch and pray, 
If we'd win the day; 
When we have His ear, 
We have naught to fear. Amen. 

Stephen F. Olford 



Serving 6od 

Practical Wisdom from Proverbs 
Pt 9 Moderation 

N ••• give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food that is needful for me, lest I be full, and 
deny thee, and say, 'Who is the Lord?' or les.t I be poor, and steal, and profane the naine of my God.~ 
Proverbs 10:26 

"All things should be done in moderation." We're all familiar with the phrase. There's a lot of 
logic in this simple statement. Many examples, of course, seem to be common knowledge; too much 
water can make you drown, while too little water can dehydrate. you . . Too much sleep.fosters laziness, 
while too little sleep can make you dazed and drowsy (just ask parents with small children!). 

Supreme wealth and dire poverty can both be distractions, in different ways. Obviously, as the 
writer states, too many riches may lead you into the false impression that you're doing it all on your 
own. You don't look to God to supply all your needs. After all, you're earning plenty of money and 
doing quite well for yourself. And oh! There are people out there who are in terrible financial straits? 
Really? Well, they simply must be lazy or incompetent. You'don't have the time or inclination to be 
bothered with giving and doing the Lord's work. ·. 

If you're completely destitute for very long periods of time, you could very well lose faith, 
being utterly consumed with catching up. God doesn't seem to have gotten tl;ie message that you're 
scraping again to try and make ends meet-and they aren't meeting, not even close. Why is God 
letting this happen? He must not hear you when you're praying to Him. · 

We can think these things in our ups and dowr;is.· God may grant you an abundance of 
physical blessings or a severe lack of them, but in either' case there is an accompanying responsibility. 
If we are financially successful, we are expected to give generously to the needs of the saints. If we are 
poor and lacking our needs, we are expected to go to our church family for assistance. ' 

· " ... / have /earned, in whatever state I am, to be content. .. in any and all circumstances I have 
/earned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and want. I can do all things in him who 
strengthens me (Phil 4: 11 b-13). H 

Thoughts and Challenges:· 
I think it is our collective longing to have "enough." If that's where you are, rejoice! If you have 
abundance, rejoice! You can be used to give to the glory of God. If you are poor, rejoice! God 
promises to supply all our needs. 

Prayers: 
Like Solomon, I too pray that I might have "enoagh," However, may we pray that God shows us 
opportunities to give when we're doing well and a strengthened resolve and faith when we aren't. 

-Linda Chivington 
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6rowth In Jesus 

WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE 
. LESSONS FROM 1 JOHN 

Week Ten: Truth Vs. Lies (1 John 2:18-23) 

Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you 
have heard that the antichrist is coming, even 
now many ant(christs have come. This is how 
we know it is the last hour. They went out 
from us, but they did not really belong to us. 
For if they had belonged to us, they would 
have remained with us; but their going showed 
that none of them belonged to us. But you 
have an anointing from _the Holy One, and all 
of you know the truth. I do not write to you 
because you do· not know the truth, but 
because you do know it and because no lie 
comes from 'the truth. Who is the liar? It is the 
man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a 
man is the antichrist-he denies the Father and 
the Son. No one who denies the Son has the 
Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the 
Father also. (1 John 2: 18-23) 

The final essential in knowing God is the call to 
"not be led astray". Light exposes falsehood, 
but there always will be those who invent their 
own teachings and thus return to darkness 
(verses 18-19). The "last hour" is a reference to 
the post-resurrection era, in which God's plan 
of salvation has been completely revealed, and 
in which at any time Jesus may return to initiate 
final judgment. There are several references to 
"the last days" in the New Testament (Acts 
2:17, 2 Timothy 3:1, Hebrews 1 :2, James 5:3, 2 
Peter 3:3), that share this same basic meaning. 

John calls false teachers "antichrists". Christ 
means "anointed one", and anointing, in turn, 

literally means pouring or rubbing with oil, as 
in ceremonial appointments. In a broader 
sense, it refers to any formal designation. Jesus 
"the Christ" was chosen by the Father for the 
ministry of reconciliation. An antrchrist, then, 
is a negative of the chosen one. All five Bible 
references to "antichrist(s)" are in 1 or 2 John, 
and .refer simply to false teachers. The popular 
image of "antichrjst" as an evil super-villain has 
no solid biblical support, and comes from 
confusing that term with the "beast(s)" in 
Revelation. 

"Antichrist" seems a strong term for a teacher of 
error, but this is exactly John's point. The 
world sees the Hitlers and the Lenins as its 
"antichrists", but those who teach falsehoods 
about God (verses 22-23) do much greater 
damage, since they destroy not only lives, but 
souls. Falsehood is Satan's most lethal weapon 
(see John 8:44). Perhaps the most common 
cause of false teaching is simply that the truth 
gets "old", and those with worldly minds feel ' 
an urge to "run ahead" (2 John . 1 :9). Indulging 
this urge for something different carries the 
danger of losing both the Father and the Son. 

Our defenses are not powerful by earthly 
standards, but they give believers security, 
confidence, . and joy (verses 20-21 ). Our 
anointing, the Spirit, stands in contrast with 
these "anti-anointed" liars. The Scriptures 
describe the Spirit as a counselor, <;1. deposit, a 
guarantee, and much more. Along with our 
anointing is our -awareness of the truth. We are 
able not only to know the important basic 
truths about Christianity, but also to know the 
source of truth, so that we can avoid being 
"blown here and there by every wind of 
teaching" (Ephesians 4: 14). 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
jelly, paper bags, tea, pancake mix and .syrup, 
macaroni and cheese, coffee, canned juice. 

Bridal Shower 
There will be a bridal shower for Emily Thorne 
today at 2:30 p.m. at the home of Mike and 
Margie Hipes. Emily is registered at Lazarus, 
Bed, Bath & Beyond and at Target. 

Wedding 
Ray and Billie Thorne cordially invite you to 
attend the wedding of their daughter Emily to 
Sean Smith on October 20, 2001 at 11 :00 a.m. 
at the Spring Road Church of Christ in Wester
ville. If you plan to attend both the wedding 
and the brunch that follows, please add your 
name by Sunday September 30 to the sign-up 
sheerposted on the bulletin board so that we 
can provide an accurate count to the caterer. If 
you received a written invitation, please return 
the response card promptly, and you need not 
place your name on the sign-up sheet. 

Congratulations 
Amanda Evans and Evan Arnold were baptized 
last Sunday. 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Lora Brad
ley and family at the death of her mother, Fran 
Pavlik. The funeral was last Wednesday. 

Calendar 
September 

30 Area Wide Evening Worship 

October 
3 50's Plus Meeting 
5-7 Fall Fest 
12-14 Marrieds Retreat 
17 . 50's Plus Meeting 
21 50's Plus "Eat-Out Sunday" 
28 Daylight Saving Time Ends 

Area Wide Worship 
The area.wide worship will be Sunday, Septem
ber 30th at 6 p.m. at the Genessee Ave. Church 
of Christ. 

Deacons Meeting 
Tpere will be a Deacons Meeting on Sunday 
October 7th at 8:00 a.rn. 

Contributions 
Last Week $4983 I Avg YTD $5935 

Russia $41 7 I Avg YTD $252 

Youth Min. $345 Avg YTD $337 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Gene Prince, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Dem Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMast~rs, 
Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Talking Flame 

God had much to say to Moses the day he stood before the burning bush. 
He had a divine plan for His people. They had been in Egypt for four hun

, dred and thirty years and now it was time for them to be delivered out of 
the hirnds of the Egyptians. 

Most of us have heard many sermons and lessons taken from this third 
chapter of Exodus, in which we see the calling of a great leader, the man 
Moses. 

Although this story of the burning bush happened many years ago, God is 
still speaking.through this bush today. There are still many-lessons in this 
ta lking flame th~t we as God's servants need to hear. In this passage is di
ection, assurance, and encouragement. And whether you are a minister, a 

Sunday school teacher or a missionary, we all need what this beautiful pas-
sage has to offer. 

Not only did God call Moses into a great work, He also gave him the as
surance of His divine presence. "Certainly I will be with thee" (v. 12), He 
assured Moses. The Lord wanted Moses to be successful. He wanted to 
accomplish His will and purpose in his life. In order for Moses to do the . 
will of God successfully, he had to have God with him. 

Many times in the Bible God gave individuals the assurance of His pres
ence. Why? Because that is the only way they could be effective. He told 
Jeremiah,"/ am with thee" Uer. 1 :8). He told Joshua, "As I was with 
Moses, so I will be with thee" Uudg. 6: 16). What comfort! What power! 

, 
What about us? We who are in the ministry of Jesus Christ certainly need 
God's presence in order for us to do His work effectively. He is the only 
one who can touch the hearts of those to whom we minister. We can't do 
anything without His power and mercy. It doesn't matter if we are in the 
pulpit, or sharing His Word one on one at the bus stop; we need Him to 
be with us. He is the only one who can reach down into a human heart 
and cause that person to make a decision to follow Christ. 

c;::;· So, if you have been to the burning bush, don't forget the words of the 
~ Savior when He said, "Certainly I will be with thee." 
~ Kevin Gordon 
e 
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Sertting 6od 

Practical Wisdom from Proverbs 
Pt 10 Futility of Wickedness 

urhe memory of the righteous will be a blessing, but the name of the wicked will rot." -Proverbs. 10:7 

uwhen a wicked man dies, his hope perishes; all he expected from his power comes to nothing." 
-Pro verbs 11: 7 

Tuesday, September 11, 2001. We will not soon forget where we were- whafwe were doing. Our 
innocence plundered; our hearts frozen. My 6-yr-old daughter told me, "This is a day that I'll be telling my 
children about." Undoubtedly so. 

Osama Bin Laden is now a household name in America. Once relatively unknown to the country 
at large, now a large portion of the world knows his name and says it through gritted teeth and restrained 
fury. Among the righteous, his name surely will "rot'" as well as those who followed his lead. His desire 
for" Allah" is his tragic motivation, along with his smooth hatred of Americans. Bin Laden is, at the 
moment, an extremely wanted man, and however he receives penalty for his crimes (whether only through 
heavenly justice or through earthly justice as well), his soul will bear a monumental burden of guilt. 
Repentance is his only defense. 

Todd Beamer was an ordinary, young married man on a business trip. His realization that his 
airplane flight was turning into not only a suicide mission but a terrorist weapon led him to call an operator, 
telling her of the situation; he told her that some of the passengers were trying to thwart the. hijackers' 
efforts, and he prayed. He prayed the Lord's prayer with the telephone operator. He knew that he was in 
dire need of the Lord's help more than ever before. After summoning the courage and leaning completely 
on the Lord, he told the others involved in the takeover, "Let's roll!" Th.ere were scuffling sounds, screams .. . 
then nothing. 

Todd Beamer sacrificed his own life to spare others-strangers. Some people who were in 
Washington D.C. (the believed target) have called his widow and thanked her personally for her husband's 
selfless act which may have spared their lives. His life was a blessing. His death-a gift. His memory-to be 
honored. NGreater love has no one than t_his, that he lay down his life for his friends Uohn 15:13)." As my 
children grow, I'll tell them more about what happened this day, but not focusing on the heinous acts of a 
few evil men, but rather the righteous, godly acts of a few good men. 

Father, 
We despair at the power and presence of evil in our world, and yet 
We praise you for the power of good in the world, knowing it is the good that prevails. 
We ask you scores of agonizing, unanswered questions, and 
We simply bury our heads in yoLJr comforting embrace. 
We bristle at hatred, violence and all cold-hearted wickedness, and yet 
We praise you for giving us a will of our own. 
We fumble for direction in a dark and lost world, and 
We praise you that you are the Way. ' 

2 

-Linda Chivington 

61·owth /11 Jesus 

WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE 
LESSONS FROM 1 JOHN 

Week Eleven: Remain in Him (1 John 2:24-29) 

See that what you have heard from the 
beginning remains in you. If it does, you also 
will remain in the Son and in the Father. Anc! 
this 'is what he promised us-even eternal life. I 
am writing these things to ,you about those 
who are trying to lead you astray. As for you, 
the anointing you received from him remains 
in you, and you do not need anyone to teach 
you. But as his anointing teaches you about all 
things and as that anointing is real, not 
counterfeit-just as it has taught you, remain in 
him. And now, dear children, continue in hifl), 
so that when he appears we may be confident 
and unashamed before him at his coming. If 
you know that he is righteous, you know that 
everyone who does what is right has been born 
of him. (1 John 2:24-29) 

The call to "remain in him" is a challenge but 
also an encouragement. John assures his 
audience that they simply need to remain in 
God, and that they do not have to please those 
who teach extraneous philosophies and 
innovafo1e doctrines, since no human teaching 
can prevent us from remaining in God and in 
the truth. 

To connect our commitment and God's 
promise (verses 24-25), John returns to the key 
concept of "In". What ~e heard remains in our 
minds, in our hearts, in our lives. Then we 
shall remain in Jesus and in God, with God 
living in us as well. All of these "In" concepts 
fit together - they are either all true or all false. 

If we remain in the Lruth, we remain in Jesus, 
and thus in God, and in turn God lives in us. 
But if one element is' removed, the rest also 
falls apart. There is also the promise of eternal 
life. For a Christian to be confident and joyful, 
and to live as God calls us to, this -promise 
must be real and believable. Earlier (1 :2), John 
linked Jesus' life on earth with our hope of 
eternal life, as physical, mortal beings who will 
be made spiritual and immortal. Here he adds 
that, because we are in God and he is in us in 
this world, we can thus know that eternal life is 
indeed waiting for us. The presence of the 
living Spirit of God is a guarantee of what is to 
come (2 Corinthians 1 :22, 5:5). 

The anointing of the Spirit also will remain in 
us and will teach us (verses 26-27). On several 
occasions, Jesus assured his followers that the 
Spirit would come to make a home within 
them, to teach them and to convict the world. 
If we have the Spirit, there is no need to listen 
to false human teachers, no matter how 
intricate their philosophy or how pleasing their 
words and teachings. Our call is not to search 
for additional sources of truth, but rather to 
remain in the one source of truth. 

John then re-iterates the call to continue in him 
(verses 28-29). Remaining in God leads. to 
confidence, security, and hope, while 
following humans brings intimidation, 
insecurity, and uncertainty. .Only God's bwn 
righteousness, not any human virtue, 
guarantees that walking in his light will lead ·to 
a fruitful life. Those who walk in the light can 
know that they are born of him and that they 
share in the fruit that comes from such a 
privileged birth. 

- Mark W. Carner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
jelly, paper bags, tea, panca~e mix and syrup, 
macaroni and cheese, coffee, canned juice. 

Congratulc,ttions 
Caiti Morris was baptized last Sunday. 

. COCS Yard Sale 
COCS wiU be having a yard sale in the parking 
lot on Saturday, October 13th from 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m. If anyone has items they would.like to 
donate they may be dropped off at the annex 
on October 12th after 4 p.m. Please call Lynn . 
Mitchell at 337-8714 with any questions. 

High. School Students 
Hank Bingham from Harding University will be 
here on Tuesday evening, October 16th at 7 p. 
m. to talk with any high school students and 
their parents who would like information on 
Harding University. 

_Wedding 
You are invited to attend the wedding of 
Serena Diane Campbell and Robin Lee Weir on 
Saturday, the 27th of October, 1 :30 p.m. at the 

' . 

Worthington Christian Church. Sign up sheet is 
·on the bulletin board in the foyer. 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Denise 
Allen at the death of her mother. 

5-7 
12-14 
13 

Calendar 
October 

Fall Fest 
Marrieds Retreat 
COCS Garage Sale 

16 
17 

Speaker From Harding University 7 pm 
50's Plus Meeting 

21 
28 

50's Plus "Eat-Out Sunday" 
Daylight Saving Time Ends 

New Address 
Deborah Fischer and Tina Marie Guilfoyle have 
a new address: 2836.Calumet St. Columbus. 

Thank You 
The love of God has been seen and felt by our 
family through kindness shown and sentiments 
expressed by the body at NQrthland. Thank 
you for your cards, flowers, prayers, food and 
so much more. Your love has lifted our spirits 
and warmed our hearts! Thanks and praise to 
God for all of you! John, Lora, & Adrienne 
& the family of Frances Pavlik 

Contributions 
Last Week $4831 I Avg YTD $5908 

Russia - $192 I Avg YTD $251 

Youth Min~ $192 I Avg YTD 333 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
_7:00 Pin 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Es_tep, 
Mike Hipes, Ge~e Prince, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, fohn Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep; Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom 'Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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This World Is Not Your Home 
"In the world ye shall have tribulation" Uohn 16:33). 

Are you asking the reason of this, believer? Look upward to your heav
enly Father, and behold Him pure and holy. Do you know that you are 
one day to be like Him? Will you easily be conformed to His image? 
Will you not req'uire much refining in the furnace of affliction to be pu
rified? Will it be an easy thing to get rid of your corruptions, and make 
you perfect even as your Father which-is in heaven is perfect? 

Next, Christian, turn your eye d~wnward. Do you know what foes you 
have beneath your feet? You were once a servant of Satan, an~ no king 
will willingly lose his subjects. 

o you think that Satan will let you alone? No, he will be always after . 
you, for he "goeth about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may de
vour." Expect trouble, therefore, Christian, when you look beneath. 

Then look around yourself. Where are you? You are in an enemy's 
country, a stranger and a sojourner. The world is not your friend. If it 
is, ten you are not God's friend, for he who is the friend of the world is 
the enemy of God. 

Be assured that you shall find foes everywhere. When you sleep, think 
that you are resting on the battlefield;. when you walk, suspect an am
bush in every hedge. As mosquitoes are said to bite strangers more 

• than natives, so will the trials of earth be sharpest to you. 

ci' -
""" Lastly, look within your own heart and observe what is there. Sin and 
E self are still within. Ah! If you had no devil to tempt you, no enemies 
,a to fight you, and no world to ensnare you, you would still find in your
~ self evil enough to trouble you sorely, for "the heart is deceitful above 

· all things, and desperately wicked. 11 

""" Expect trouble then, but do not despond on account of it, for God is 
~ with you to help and to strengthen you. He has said, "/will be with 
C\I thee in·trouble; I will deliver thee and honor thee. 11 
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From Morning and Evening, 
By Charles Haddon Spurgeon 



SerJ1ing God 

Practical Wisdom from Proverbs 
Pt 11 Pain and Grief 

NThe .heart knows its own bitterness, and no stranger shares its joy." -Prcwerbs 14:10 

Nfor [the lord] knows the secrets of the heart." -Psalm 44:21 b 

The hopelessness of a father who has just lost his son in a car accident,. the despair of an 
expectant wife who's told that her husband has six months to live, the exhilaration of your 
wedding day, the overflowing joy of your baby being born beautiful and healthy ... these sorts of 
events are common to the human experience. We all have moments of trageqy and triumph, yet 
our life's portrait is different than the portrait of the person standing next to us. 

There are many people whq have lost and lost terribly in the tragedies of late. Thousands 
of lives were cut off from their predicted route. I don't doubt that there will be several support 
groups of varying kinds taking shape as we deal with the results of Septemb.er.11 th. And why not? 
People desperately want to connect on some level with someone, somewhere who can identify 
with what they're going through; as the old adage states, "misery loves company." I am confident 
that some degree of comfort arises from such groups, but amidst this global tragedy, there are 
thousands of individual tragedies. · 

As well as people intend when you 've just ·experienced a tragedy, they cannot completely 
know what your thoughts are. Say you've just lost a spouse- no. one can see into your heart or 
brain to read the thoughts that bombar~ you ... the funny quirks, the habits that always drove you 
crazy which now drive you to tears to think about, the dreams you shared, the devotion in his or 
her eyes. So many things that no one else can identify with. 

No one else, that is, except God! Let's never forget that we have a heavenly father who 
created us and intimately knows our thoughts and feelings. His Holy Spirit lives inside of us (and 
you can't get closer than that!). He doesn't want us to suffer alone. Jesus is always there, waiting 
to take our hands. He "knows the secrets of our hearts," whether they're joyous or they're 
miserable. "Cast your burden on the Lord, and he will sustain you (Psalm 55:22)." 

Thoughts and Challenges:. 
Let's not put even very helpful earthly therapy or support groups above the need for our heavenly 
father's love and he!lling. 

, Prayers: 
May we completely trust God-in all of our lives. Let's pray that He is the first one we go to in 
good times and bad to tell him what's going on-not that he doesn't already know what's in our 
hearts, but because we need to lean on him as our Savior. 

-Linda Chivington 
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Growth In Jesus 

WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE 
LESSONS FROM 1 JOHN 

Week Twelve 
Now We Are c ·hildren of God (1 John 3:1-3) 

How great is the love the Father has lavished 
on us, that we should be called children of 
Cod! And that is what we are! The reason the 
world does not know us is that it did not know 
him. Dear friends, now we are children of 
God, and what we will be has not yet been 
made known. But we knovv that when he 
appears,· we shall be like him, for we shall see 
him as he is. Everyone who has this hope in 
him purifies himself, just as he is pure. (1 John 
3: 1-3) 

Christians acquire a new identity as children of 
God. This new identity conyinces us of God's 
great love, gives us a new and lasting hope, 
and gives us reasons to live as God has called 
us to. God shows great love in calling us his 
(verse 1 ). God's love motivated both the 
creation and the redemption. The world has 
many different ways of identifying us, but these 
are all of minor importance compared to the 
fact that we have been born of God. God's 
love ,also gives us confidence. The ways that 
the world defines us usually create insecurity, 
tension, resentment, or competition. God's 
definition of who we are relieves our 
insecurity, and helps us to rise above the 
world. We need no longer respond to the 
world's demeaning attitudes, ' because they 
simply don't know who we are. The 
perspective of the worldly makes it impossible 
for them to appreciate our values and priorities. 
It is enough . for us to know that "the Lord 

knows those who are his" (2 Timothy 2:19, 
Numbers 16:5), even if the world ignores us or 
hates us. Let us also not despise them, but 
rather let us pray and strfve for the time when 
more of them also will walk in the light. 

Our new identity also gives us hope (verse 2). 
Although limited in this world by our fleshly 

· natures, · so that we can reflect Jesus only in 
small ways, we can still shine brightly in a 
world filled with darkness. This gives us the 
hope of one day being made even more fully 
like him. We cannot be sure what exactly this 
means, nor doe~ the apostle invite us to 
speculate on the matter, but we know that, by 
definition, to be like God is someth.ing to await 
with eagerness and joy. · 

This hope has a practical effect (verse 3). It 
motivates us to be pure, since purity is one of 
God's most positive qualities. Purity can only 
be appreciated by experiencing it. The flesh 
will never itself desire purity, because the flesh 
must make sacrifices for us to become more 
pure. But when we can overcome temptations, 
even in small ways, we are able to see how it 
benefits our spirits and souls. Christians are to 
"regard no one from a worldly point of 
view" (2 Corinthians 5:16). The more that we 
understand the implications of this spiritual 
identity, the more that we can see everyone for 
who they really are. Knowing that we are 
God's gives us a defense against insecurity, 
anxiety, and isolation. It also helps us to see 
our brothers and sisters in Christ as fellow 
spiritual beings, also living in an earthly tent. 
And it helps us to look past the folly and evil in 
the lives of unbelievers, to see the souls within 
them that longs to become children of God. 

- Mark W. Carner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
jelly~ paper bags, tea, pancake mix and syrup, 
mac~roni and cheese, coffee, canned juice. 

High School Students 
Hank Bingham from Harding University will be 
here on Tuesday evening, October 16th at 7 p. 
m. to talk with any high school students and 
their parents who would like information on 
Harding University. 

Wedding 
You are invited to attend the wedding of 
Serena Diane Campbell and Robin Lee Weir on 
Saturday, the 27th of October, 1 :30 p.m. at the 
Worthington Christian Church. Sign up sheet is 
on the bulletin board in the foyer. 

Congratulations 
Adrienne Bradley was baptized last Sunday 
morning. 

Hospitalized 
Gene Prince is in St. Ann's Hospital in critical 
condition. 
Ann Wright, Billie Thorne's mother, is in St 
Ann's Hospital. 

-

Calendar 

October 
12-14 Marrieds Retreat 
13 COCS Garage Sale 
16 Speaker From Harding University 7 pm 
17' 50's Plus Meeting 
21 50's Plus "Eat-Out Sunday" 
28 Daylight Saving Time Ends 

Bridal Shower 
There will be a bridal shower for Jeanie Cash at 
7 p.m. on Monday, October 15. The shower 
will be held at Friday's Restaurant on Clevelana 
Ave. near 270. For gift ideas please see Polly 
Barnhardt, Mary Kay Barozzini or Lora Bradley. 

New Address 
Aaron Barnhardt's new address is: 
93 West 9th, Columbus, 43201 
Phone: 614-424-9012. 

Contributions 
Last Week $5354 IAvgYTD 

Russia $327 . AvgYTD 

Youth Min. $547 AvgYTD 

$5894 

$253 

$339 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 aro 
10:30 a~n 
5:30 PITI 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chapp.ell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipe~. Gene Prince, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: .Brian.·Amold, John Bradlex,, Lynn Champney, O~ell Estep, Jack 
'Evans; Don Gillespie, Lou Lawience, Jack Mauersbei:g, ~eiyl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom ~amhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Circus Is In Town! 
A man once stated that one of the greatest disappointments of his 
childhood was when he saw a tent going up. · He thought it was a 
circus, but upon investigation he discovered it was a revival . 
meeting. He further stated that one of the greatest disappoint
ments of his adult life came when he saw several Christians put
ting up a tent. He thought it was a revival service, but upon fur
ther investigation discovered it was little more than a circus . 

Have you noticed hqw reverence has given way to merriment, 
fear has given way to familiarity, congregational singing has 

iven way to special performances, Bible teaching has given way 
"drama, and preaching the gospel has given way to after dinner 

speeches. Nearly anything that brings applause, draws a crowd, 
and increases the contribution has been "baptized" and thus 
sanctioned by some churches today. 

However, is there not a sanctity and sacredness to worship that 
cannot be sacrificed on the altar of entertainment? I for one, be
lieve there is. The circus has come to town! But this is one cir
cus I don't plan to attend. 

" ... If then I am the Father, Where is My honor? And if I am a 
Master, Where is My reverence? Says the LORD of 
hosts ... " (Malachi 1 :6). 

Steve Higginbotham 
(Glasgow, Kentucky) 

"A son honors his father, (lnd a servant his master. 
If I am a father, where is the honor due me? If I am 

a master, where is the respect due me?" says the · 
LORDAlmighty. "It is you, 0 priests, who show 
contempt for my name." But you ask, ''How h(,tC)e 

we shown contempt for your name?" 
Malachi 1:6 



Ser11ing God 

Practical Wisdom from Proverbs 
Part 11 Firm Foundation 

''He who fears the Lord has a secure fortress, and for his children it will be a refuge. 11 

Proverbs 14:26 . · 

NTherefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man 
who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and 
beat against that house; yet it did not falt because it had its foundation on the rock. 11 

Matthew 7:24-25 

For several years, we as Americans have felt rather isolated and safe here in the States. There 
haven't been any attacks on our own soil for quite some time; Pearl Harbor was a long time ago and 
those in my generation have learned about it only through the older generations. After all, our 
homeland is a refuge-impermeable... Well, as of recently, our fortress and refuge has shown its 
vulnerability. Two of our very symbols of power and wealth in our nation have been eith~r crippled 
or destroyed. For those of us who don't remember the Pearl Harbor attack, it's been disillusioning to 
say the least. "O Lord how many are my foes! How many rise up against mer Psalms 3:1 

May God be praised that He offers us something so much more stable and secure in Him! 
We can know that He is the same yesterday, today and t.omorrow. He'll always be our refuge in 
times of trouble. Circumstances cannot distract Him from us, our own behavior won't pull Him from 
us, and Satan himself cannot triumph over the Lord and His might. " ... neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be.able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord." Romans 8:39 

Although it's disheartening to see our children's fear and disillusionment at the prospects of 
war and terrorism, we can know and teach them by our example that we trust wholly on the Lord. 

' ' 

My son, Max, kept bursting into song on September 11th. He kept singing these words, "Jesus, you're 
my firm foundation. I know I can stand secure. :." Sometimes, they teach us a thing or two! At the 
tender age of two, he knows from whom his help comes. May we and our children trust completely 
in the Lord, especially when these types of trials threaten us. "But let all who take refuge in you be 
gladi let them ever sing for joy. Spread your protection over them, that those who love your name 
may rejoice in you." Psalms 5:11 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
/ 

Let's live the truth of God's sovereign, loving existence! He is our fortress always. 
Prayers: 
May we rely on God our Father in all things, whether we're at war or not. Obey Christ when he tells 
us to pray for our enemies, whether you feel like it or not. May God to strengthen us in our faith, 
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whether we feel like having ou~ faith tested or not. 
-Linda Chivington 

2 

61·owth /11 Jesus 

WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE 
LESSONS FROM 1 JOHN 

Week Thirteen: No One Who Lives in Him 
Keeps On Sinning (1 John 3:4-6) 

Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is 
lawlessness. But you know that he appeared so 
that he might take away our sins. And in him is 
no sin. No one who lives in him keeps on 
sinning. No one who continues to sin has either 
seen him or known him. (1 John 3:4-6) 

These verses are often misunderstood, and 
sometimes trouble Christians as they struggle 
against sin in their lives. When we look at them 
in light of John's goals in this epistle, we see that 
he is by no means calling us to catalog. all of the 
sins in our lives as an evaluation of whether we 
are in Christ or not. He is, instead, explaining an 
important implication of our identity as God's 
children. 

John first clarifies the nature of sin (verse 4): there 
is no way to sin witho.ut becoming a lawbreaker. 
Whatever else he says, -whatever assurances he 
gives us about grace, none of this changes the 
ugly nature of sin. Sin is a powerful force that 
pulls us away from God. Fortunately, there are 
even stronger forces that pull us back to him. 
Indeed, God's entire plan for hi.s world hinged on 
forgiveness (verse 5). The main goal of Jesus' 
earthly life was his sacrificial ministry of grace, 
the offering of himself on the cross. Forgiveness 
of sins is the cornerstone on which all else in our 
relationship with God depends, and could only 
have come by Jesus, God's son. . Only of Jesus 
could it be said that "in him is no sin". 

This has an important implication (verse 6). John 
has repeate~ly said that when anyone sees God 

or knows God or lives in God, that person does 
not "continue to sin". John refutes those false 
teachers who preach that Christians can indulge 
their bodily desires because the flesh is of no 
importance to God. Those who believe such 
folly - then or now - have no fellowship with 
God; and indeed have never seen him. But John 
also makes a point important for genuine 
Christians. We cannot separate our beliefs from 
our actions, any more than we can love God·and 
hate our brothers. The expressions, "continues to 
sin" and "keeps on sinning", are deliberately 
chosen to clarify that what he is talking about ·is a 
continuing disregard for what God says is right 
and wrong. John has said earlier that God has 
already provided for grace when we do sin. 
While many persons indulge in fruitless analysis 
as to precisely what it means to "continue to sin" 
or to "sin continu~lly", there are no arbitrary 
"cutoffs" or foolproof criteria. We simply cannot 
approach the sin question from a legal (crime and 

. punishment) viewpoint and then expect to draw 
closer to God. John instead gives us an entirely 
new motivation for avoiding sin, and he wants us 
to set aside questions of how much we can get 
away with, and think instead about how (;od's 
love and hope can transform our lives. 

John is also offering a form of re-assurance to 
those sincere Christians who struggle every day 
against their flesh, and who are confused by the 
rampant sin around them that apparently goes 
unpunished. John assures us that it is worthwhile 
to resist worldly temptations, because in 'so doing 
we are nourishing our souls and strengthening 
our relationship with God, which is of greater 
value than anything in this world. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
jelly, paper bags, tea, pancake mix and syrup, 
macaroni and cheese, coffee, canned juice. 

Wedding. 
You are invited to attend the wedding of 
Serena Diane Campbell and Robin Lee Weir on 
Saturday, the 27th of October, 1 :30 p.m. at the 
Worthington Christian Church. Sign up sheet is 
on the bulletin board in the foyer. 

Teen Parents 
There will be a meeting for all parents of teens 
and for the teeri leaders TODAY at 1 :00 p.m. in 
the annex. You may choose to bring your lunch 
or wait to eat until after the meeting. We will 
try to keep the meeting to under 1 hr. 

Teens And College Age Ministry 
The teens and college ministry are invited to a 
bonfire at the Gales' home on Sunday October 
28th. Meet. at the building at 3: 15 if you ne~d a 
ride. We will return between 8:30 and 9:00. If 
you can, bring $3.00 for food. 

Sympathy ' 
We want to express our sympathy to Billie 
Thorne at the death of her mother. 

Calendar 
October 

21 Teen Parent Meeting 1:00 p.m .. 
In The Annex 

21 50's Plus "Eat-Out Sunday" 
28 Daylight Saving Time Ends 
28 Bonfire At The Gales' 

Nov~mber 
7 50's Plus Meeting 
16-18 Belpre Youth Rally 
18 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
18 Harvest Sunday 
21 50's Plus Meeting 
21 No PM Classes-Deva In Auditorium 

Congratulations 
Kasey Duncan was baptized !ast Sunday. 

Contributions 
Last Week $5665 I Avg YTD $5889 

Russia $285 I Avg YTD $254 

Youth Min. $109 AvgYTD $333 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Servtce 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elden-: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Ripes, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John ~radley, Lynn Cham.pn~y. Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg; Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Will Of God 

For such is God, Our God forever and ever; He will guide us un
til death. Psalm 48:14 

The will of God will never take you, 
Where the grace of God cannot keep you, 
Where the arms of God cannot support you, 
Where the riches of God cannot 'supply your·needs, 
Where the power of God cannot endow you. 

he will of God will never take you, 
here the Spirit of God cannot work through you, 

Where the wisdom of God cannot teach you, 
Where the army of God cannot protect you, 
Where the hands of God cannot mold you. 

The will of God will never take you, 
Where the love of God cannot enfold you, 

C'f Where the mercies of God cannot sustain you, 
~ Where the peace of God cannot calm your fears, 
~ Where the authority of God cannot.overrule for you. 

~ The will of God will never take you, 
c:i" Where the comfort of God cannot dry your tears, """ .. 
Cl> Where the Word of God cannot feed you, 
§ Where the miracles of God cannot be done for you, 
~ Where the omnipresence of God cannot find you. 

Everything happens for a purpose. We may not see the wisdom 
""" of it all now, but trust and believe in the Lord that everything is 
g for the best. 
C'f 
....... 
C'f ... 
Cl) 
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Verse A Week Club 



Ser11ing 6od 

GOD'S PATTERN FOR PARENTS 

Not long ago I watched a moving scene 
between a mother and daughter as we sat at my 
dining room table. We a~ults were engrossed 
in our own conversation, and the little girl's plea 
for her mother's attention seemed almost like an 
intrusion. With unruffled patience, the woman 
drew the child close to her and began to draw 
pictures to distract her. 

I watched them together and thought back to 
the days when my own children were small. As 
a young mother, I had prided myself on their 
good behavior with only a glance from me. But, 
in looking back, I could see that I cared too 
much for other people's opinions of my children 
and of me as a parent. Unfortunately, 
appearances were often more important to me 
than my relationship with my children. 

As I have come to know the Lord better over the 
past eighteen years, I have observed some 
'qualities that He, as a parent, demonstrates 
toward His_ children in achievihg both 
obedience and relationship with us: 

1. God never ceases expressing His 
unconditional love and commitment, even 
when His children are disobedient. He 
repeatedly says in many ways, I have loved you 
with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with 
loving-kindness" Oer. 31 :3). 

2. God is lavish in His goodness. He "spoils" 
His children with good things even when .they 
don't deserve it. "The LORD is gracious and 
compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love. 
The LORD is good to all; He .has compassion on 

all He has made" (Ps. 145:8,9). 

Once, when . one of my children was being 
disciplined, he had a tough time believing that 
my parental restrictions were made in love. Ir) 
fact, he was so angry that it was impossible to. 
convince him that we were punishing him only 
because we did love him. Finally, I bought him 
a small gift and put it in his room along with a 
note that told him again how much We loved 
him. With that gesture, we were able to build a 
bridge and restore our relationship. The gift 
was a reminder that despite the fact he was 
being disciplined, he was still very loved. 

3. God is unashamed· of His devotion to His 
children. "The Lord your God ... will take great 
delight in you, He will quiet you with His love, 
He will rejoice over you with singing" (Zeph. 
3:17). 

Throughout Scripture, God's superior parenting -
is clearly demonstrated. He gives and gives 
and He loves and loves. He seems literally to 
enjoy His children. He "delights" in us. He 
loves us. He "rejoices over" us! And when the 
very nature of His character demands our 
corrections, He is moved by the feelings of our 
weakness, and hovers close by to offer refuge 
to His repentant children. 

For those of us who at one time may have been 
too harshly demanding with our own children, 
God is a Redeemer. He promises that He will 
take the mistakes we made in youthful 

· ignorance and cause them to work for good. 
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And that's good news! 

Jan Silvious 
(From the 5-Minute Devotional) 

6rowth In Jes11s 

WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE 
LESSONS FROM 1 JOHN 

Week Fourteen 
Whose Children Are We? (1 John 3:7-10) 

Dear children, do not let , anyone lead you 
astray. He who does what is right is righteous, 
just as he is righteous. He who does what is 
sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been 
sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son 
of God appeared was to destroy the devil's 
work. No one who is born of God will continue 
to sin, because God's seed remains in him; he 
cannot go on sinning, because he has been 
born of God. This is how we know who the 
children of God are and who the children of the 
devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right 
is 'not a child of God; nor is anyone who does 
not love his brother. (1 John J: 7-10) 

John now emphasizes the difference between 
those who are children of God and those who 
are not. 'He also makes it clear that there are 
only two possibilities! This passage is almost 
repetitive in driving home the distinction 
between those who live in sin and those who 
do not, because it is so important for us to think 
about who we are as God's children in a sinful 
world. John first speaks of those who do what is 
right (verse 7). In saying this, John is re-assures 
his readers that, if they have accepted the basic 
truths of Christianity and are livil"\g them to the 
best of their ability, then they do belong to God, 
and God considers them righteous. 

This is contrasted with those .who willfully live 
in sin (verse 8). The devil's very nature is to sin, 
hate, and lie. The devil is thus the spiritual 

father of those who live as he does, just as God 
is the spiritual father of those who want to be 
more like him. Note that John is not 
establishing checklist criteria that determine to 
whom anyone belongs, but rather is calling us 
to see how our spiritual identity and 
relationships are closely connected with the 
way that we live our lives, and vice versa. John 
knows, from obseivation and experience, how 
discouraging it is to see the works of the devil 
and his children. He thus assures us that Jesus 
came to destroy the devil's work. The blood of 
Christ contradicts the devil's claim that God 
does not care about humanity . The blood of 
Christ also gives believers a permanent escape 
from a lifestyle dominated by sinful desire, self
centeredness, and hopelessness. Jesus thus 
destroys the devil's most potent weapons. 

John then emphasizes a previous point, and sets 
it in its spiritual context (verse 9). The best 
reasons for Christians to avoid sin come from' 
who we are, from who God is, and from the 
relationship we have with him. S.in is a matter 
of light or darkness, relationship or separation. 
This kind of perspective on sin will, in the long 
run, help us much more than it does to 
conceive of sin as a matter of legal guilt and 
punishment. ' 

John then summarizes these points and 
introduces his next topic, love (verse 10). Note 
that he discusses the children and their fathers 
in terms of their relationship first, not what they 
do first. Our relationship with God leads us to 
want to live as he asks us to - we do not earn a 
relationship with God because we do good 
things. The ungodly sin because they are the 
devil's children - the devil does not select them 
because they. are ungodly. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family lnfo1mation 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
jelly, paper bags, tea, pancake mix and syrup, 
macaroni and cheese, coffee. 

Teens And College Age Ministry 
The teens and college ministry are invited to a 
bonfire at the Gales' Today, Sunaay October 
28th from 4-8 p.m. Meet at the building at 3:15 
if you need a ride. Dress warmly, all activities 
are outside! We will return between 8:30 and 
9:00. Drivers are needed, if you can help drive, 
see Vicki Thomas. Bring $3.00 for food. 

Sympathy 
We want to expres~ our sympathy to Jeannie 
Cash at the death of her mother, Lillian Bright. 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to the fam
ily of Gene Prince. Gene passed away 
Wednesday evening. 

Appreciation 
October is Appreciation Month for our preach
ers and elders. Please take a minute to write a 
note to one or more of Northlands leaders, and 
express your gratitude. You may drop your 
notes in the gift wrapped box in the foyer. 
Thank you, our leaders will "appreciate it" too. 

28 
28 

7 
16-18 
18 
18 
21 

Calendar 
October 

Daylight Saving Time Ends 
Bonfire At The Gales' 

November 
50's Plus Meeting 
Belpre Youth Rally 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Harvest Sunday 
50's Plus Meeting 

21 No PM Classes-Devo In Auditorium 

Congratulations 
Shawn Smith was baptized October 10. Kasey 
Dunkin was baptized October 14. Ibraham & 
Hennie Kargbo were baptized October 21. 

Contributions 
Last Week $4632 I Avg YTD $5859 

Russia $165 I Avg YTD $251 

Youth Min. $205 I Avg YTD $330 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 P'1l 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Rarnbardt, Frank Cbappell;'Roy Estep 
Mike Hipes, Gene Prine~., Ray Thome, Charlie Ya~es 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn C~ampney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespje, Lou Law:rence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-01'61 
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Heavenly So.uls 

Since man's mind is never at rest, his body is frail and he is to

tally without resources, the life he leads on earth is harsher than 

that of the beasts. Had nature set exactly the same term to this 

life as she has to the other creatures, no animal would be more 

miserable.than man. But man by his worship of God comes 

closer to God than all other mortal things, and .God is the author 

.f happiness. So it is utterly impossible that man should be the 

most unhappy of all. However, only after the death of the body 

can man become any happier. It seems therefore to follow of ne

cessity that once our souls leave this prison, some other light 

awaits them. Our human minds, "immured in darkness and a 

sightless dungeon," may look in vain for that light, and we are, of-

~ ten driven to doubt our own divine provenance. But I pray that 

~ 
~ 
~ 

as heavenly souls longing with desire for our heavenly home we 

may cast off the bonds of our terrestrial chains; cast them off as 

g' swiftly as possible, so that, uplifted and with God as our guide, 
Cb 

~ 
~ 
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we may fly unhindered to our ethereal abode, where we will 

straightway look with joy on the excellence of our own human 

nature. 

Marsilio Ficino (1433-1499) 

From "Concerning The Immortality of Souls" 



Ser11i11g God 

YOUR SON IS HERE 

'And when did we see You a stranger, and 
invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? 
'And when did we see you sick, or in 
prison, and come to You?' "And the King 
will answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to 
you, to the extent that you did it to one of 
these brothers of Mine, even the least of 
them, you did it to Me.' Matthew 25:38-40 

A nurse took the tired, anxious serviceman 
to the bedside. "Your son is here," she said 
to the old man. She had to repeat the words 
several times, before the patient's eyes 
opened. Heavily sedated because of the 
pain of his heart attack, he dimly saw the 
young man in the Marine Corps uniforl'!l, 
standing outside the oxygen tent. He 
reached out his hand. 

The Marine wrapped his toughened fingers 
around the old man's limp ones, squeezing 
a message of love and encouragement. The 
nurse brought in a chair so that the Marine 
could sit alongside the bed. Nights are long 
in hospitals, but all through the night the 
young Marine sat there in the poorly lighted 
ward, holding the old man's hand and 
offering him words of love and strength . . 

Whenever the nurse came into the ward, 
the Marine was oblivious· of her and of the 
night noises of the hospital - the clanking of 
the oxygen tank, the laughter of the night 
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staff members exchanging greetings, the 
cries .and moans of the other patients. Now 
and then she heard him say a few gentle 
words. The dying man said nothing, only 
held tightly to his sons all through the 
night. 

Along towards dawn, the old man died. 

The Marine placed the lifeless hand he had 
been holding; and went to tell the nurse. 
While she did what she had to do, he 
waited. Finally, she returned. She started 
to offer words of sympathy, but the Marine 
interrupted her. 1'Who was that man?" he 
asked. 

The nurse was startled, ·"He was your 
father," she answered. 

''No, he wasn't," the Marine replied. "I 
never saw him before in my life." 

"Then why didn't you say something when 
I took you to him?" sne asked. 

He quietly replied, "I knew right away, 
there had been a mistake, but I also knew 
he needed his son and his son just wasn't 
here. When I realized that he was too sick 
to tell whether or not I was his son, I knew 
how much he needed me. I stayed.''. 

Verse A Week Club 

61·owt/1 In Jes11s 

WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE 
THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN 

Week Fifteen 
Love Or Hate (1 John 3:11-15) 

This is the message you heard from the 
beginning: We should love one another. Do 
not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one 
and murdered his brother. And why did he 
murder him? Because his own actions were 
evil and his brother's were righteous. Do not 
be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates 
you. We know that we have passed from 
death to life, because we love our brothers. 
Anyone who does .not love remains in death. 
Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, 
and you know that no murderer has eternal life 
in him. (1John3:11-15) 

Love and hate are each parts of a whole. Love 
is part of a healthy and complete relationship 
with God, while hate is a natural result of 
belonging to the evil one. John tells us that we 
must choose whether to love or hate (verses 
11-12). As he did earlier (2:7), the apostle 
rem'inds us that the command to love has 
always been part of any relationship with God, 
and those who follow him must always learn to 
love. Those who choose to hate belong to the 
evil one. Cain is a perfect example of this latter 
choice, a bad example but also an instructive 
one. Resentful that God approved of Abel's 
offerings but not his own (Genesis 4:1-7), Cain 
chose the easy path of hating Abel rather than 
the more difficult path of changing himself. 
Now, Cain did n.ot even have a real reason to 
hate Abel, whereas some instances of hatred 
begin with a genuine offense. But in both 

cases, there is still a choice. Hating is always 
the easy way for our flesh,, and never leads to 
anything good for our hearts or souls. No 
matter what excuse we may think we have for 
hating someone, hate can only cultivate a 
relationship with the source of all hatred: the 
devil. 

There is also another important reality (verse 
13). Love is not a magic trick - loving others 
does not automatically ensure that they will 
love us back. There will be many who hate or 
mistreat us, regardless of how we act. Consider 
how Jesus himself, who loved with perfect 
love, was treated by the persons he came to 
serve and save. As John said earlier (3:1), since 

· the world does not know God, it will never 
know or understand those who live for God. 
Jesus also repeatedly warned his disciples 
about the ways that the world would resist and 
oppose them. We cannot change this or 
prevent it, even with love itself. But we can be 
aware of it, so that when it happens we do not 
descend into doubt and gloom. 

Love or hate is a matter of spiritual life or 
spiritual death (verses 14-15). Love is an 
inherent part of rebirth through the blood of 
Christ. In dying to the world, in being reborn 
and resurrected into a new life, we also die to 
the chains of hate that bind the world. Those 
who still live in and for this world, who do not 
have the Spirit, who have not experienced 
cleansing ~hrough the blood of Christ, cannot 
avoid hating those who hurt them, because 
they are still in death. John deliberately uses 
exaggerated language to describe them 
("murderer", as Jesus also implicitly called 
those who hate in Matthew 5:21-22), in order 
to emphasize the importance of rejecting· hate 
and living in love. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
jelly, paper bags, tea, pancake mix and syrup, 
macaroni and cheese, coffee. 

New Address 
-Sean and Emily Smith and Austin, Kaileigh &. 
Patrick, 2831 Continental, Reynoldsburg, OH 
43068. ,The phone number is 861-5718. 

Teens 
The Belpre Youth Rally is quickly approaching. 
It is November 16-18, but you must register 
TODAY, Sunday, November 4. The cost is $14 
if registering today. 

Thank You 
For all your expressions of love and sympathy 
we say thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts. We were truly touched and it made our 
pain a little easier to bear. 

The Eugene Prin_ce Family 

Bridal Shower 
The Northland ladies are invited to a bridal 
shower for Dana Morris. The brunch will be at 
11 a.m. on Saturday, November 10th at the 
home, of Billie Thorne. Dana is r~gistered at 
Target. Maps to the Thornes are available in 
the foyer. 

7 
16-18 
18 
18 

Calendar 
November 

50's Plus Meeting 
Belpre Youth Rally 
50's'Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Harvest Sunday 
50's Plus Meeting .21 

21 No PM Classes-Deva In Auditorium 

The Pumpkin 
A lady after ,reE:ently being saved, was asked by 
a co-worker what it was like to be a Christian. 
She replied "It's like being a pumpkin: God 
picks you from the patch, brings you in, and 
washes all the dirt off you that you may have 
gotten from the other pumpkins. Then He cuts 
the top off and scoops out al I the yucky stuff. 
He then removes the seeds of doubt, hate, 
greed and so on. Then He carves for you a new 
smiling face and His light inside you to shine 
for all the world to see." 

-Selected 

Contributions 
Last Week $4158 I Avg YTD $5821 

Russia $344 I Avg YTD $254 

Youth Min. $137 AvgYTD $326 

Services 
S~nday Bible Srudy 
Sunday Woflhlp Service 
Sunday Evening 

9:30am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur A!1en, Tom ~ardt.-Frank Chappell. Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, G~ne Prliice~ Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

' . 

Wednesday Evening 

Deacons: ~.riin.=Amold, John Bradley, Lynn Cbamp_ney, Darrell'Estep1 Jac)j: ,, 
Evans, Don ·ome,spie, I,.ou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl t--fc~asters, 
Mark Morris 
Evangel'ists: Mike Bipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 45-81 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Helpless But Not Hopeless 

"Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on 
wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not 
be faint" (Isaiah 40:31 ). 

"I feel like I'm l,iving at the bottom of a well," she sighs, sinking deeper into 
the therapist's couch. "I can't even decide simple things like which cereal 
to eat. Nobody understands how bad it is. They want me to just get over it. 
But it's not that easy. Will I ever get my life back?" , 

Depression. It's more than just a cast of the blues. We drag out of bed to a 
gloomy world. Daily living is a huge effort. Out "inbox" fills up but we're 
too exhausted to handle it. Hiding out seems like the easiest way to cope. 

espair can steal anyone's life. Even the strongest believers are not im
mune: The great prophet Elijah once felt so bad that he wanted to die. 

Sometimes depression has physical causes.' Many times the issues are spiri
tual and emotional. Could there be something in your life that God wants 
to heal? Perhaps the situation has been out of order for a long time. Often 
we must go through darkness to reach the light on the other side. 

' You may feel helpless right now, but you are never without hope. God's 
compassion is greater than you can ever imagine. Jesus knew sorrow and 
pain intimately. So why hide yourself from God? You may feel separated 
from Him. But He has ne~er so wanted to be near to you as He does at this 
moment. 

g' Professional t~eatment is important, but do these things too:-

~ 
~ 

.... 
~ 
...; 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 

Confide in godly advisors. Let them guide you. 
Examine your life. Are there areas that God wants you to change? 
Persevere with faith. Prayer, Scripture, and worship can work wonders. 

Remember you are not alone. Through faith can the comfort of Christ, you 
will find hope. Now is the time to take hold of God's strong arm very 
tightly. Do it even if you don't feel like it. He won't let you down. 

Calvin & Lisa Wulf 



Sert1ing 6od 

ASTOUNDING HONESTY 

As an armored truck passed by the Los 
Angeles bus stop where he was sitting alone 
last Monday night, Asce_nsion Franco 
Gonzales saw a clear plastic bag tumble · 
onto the street. The vehicle kept going. 
The guards inside it were totally unaware 
that part of their load had fallen out. 

Mr. Gonzales went over and saw bundles of 
$20 bills. The 22-year-old man actually 
feared for his life - afraid that someone 
would see him with the clear bag and kill 
him for its contents! So he began walking 
with it and looking through trash cans for 
. something opaque enough t? cover it. 

With the money concealed in a sack, he 
took a taxi home. He told eight of'his 
friends what.had happened, and they tried 
to help him decide what to do. Gonzales, 
after all, is not a wealthy man. He makes 
$1,300 a month washing dishes - and sends 
$800 of that amount to his family in 
Mexico. He is an undocumented immigrant 
in the Uni_te.d States whose money has been 
used by his family to do such things as pay 
for an indoor toilet and for a cousin's 
funeral. 

In the meanwhile, the armored truck 
company had discovered that some money 
was missing - a total of $203,000, all in 
cash. Police began a fruitless search. The 
possibility of an inside job at the company 
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was being discussed. And nobody had any 
clues that would have. reasonably led to Mr. 
Gonzales. 

"Are you going to keep it?" asked his 
friends. "Or are you going to return it?" 
Gonzales wrestled with the question. On 
Tuesday morning, a TV news show 
broadcast a story about the missing money. 
This is the part of the report that Gonzales 
remembers most vividly": "The announcer 
asked whether there was anyone in Los 
Angeles who was honest enough to hand in 
so much money." 

Around 11 :00 a.m. that day, he called the 
police. Officers came quickly and counted 
the cash. It was all still there. "I am 
surpri-sed and pleased," said a detective . 
What' a sad commentary that such honesty 
astounds us. 

Question: What would you have done? 
More important question: What do you do 
with company postage,. office long 
distance, petty cash, or other items at your 
disposal each day? The real test of honesty 
is in the little things of life. 

Good character isn't created in moments of 
crisis or novel opportunity, just revealed. 
And honesty, like all the virtues, is a habit 
learned through practice. 

Rubel Shelly & the Wo~dmont Hills 
Church 

Growth In Jes11s 

WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE 
THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN 

Week Sixteen: Love in Practice (1 John 3:16-20) 

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ 
laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay 
down our lives for ou'r brothers. If anyone has 
material possessions and sees his brother in 
need but has no pity on him, how can the love 
of God be in him? Dear children, let us not 
love with words or tongue but with actions and 
in truth. This then is how we know that we 
belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts 
at rest in his presence whenever our hearts 
condemn us. For God is greater than our hearts, 
and he knows everything. (1John3:16-20) 

Jesus himself is the perfect example 9f practical 
love (verse 16). He loved us in his heart, and 
also showed it with his actions. His self
sacrifice on the cross was not just a dramatic 
gesture, but was a very practical sacrifice that 
met our most important needs. He did the only 
thing that could have given us the complete 
forgiveness and cleansing that we heeded. Most 
of us will never have to "lay down our lives", 
but we can develop a greater awareness of the 
needs around us. 

To love in truth we must love with actions 
(verses 17-18). It is an important start for us to 
be more sacrificial with our money and other 
physical resources. We also should learn to 
take note of the less tangible needs around us -
especially in our contemporary American 
society, in which so ·many persons have an 
abundance of material wealth, but have such 
emptiness in their souls and spirits. Some need 

teaching, some need . encouragement - or 
understanding, and some simply need someone 
to tell them the truth, even if at first it is not 
welcomed. . While Jesus did. meet many 
physical needs, the most important aspects of 
his ministry centered on m~eting spiritual needs. 

We can thus "set our hearts at rest" (verses 19-
20). We all want to "know that we belong to 
the truth", and often feel that "our hearts 
condemn us". Now, we do not set our hearts at 
rest solely by performing outward actions. Such 
a plan is doomed to failure, because it is not 
possible for a person to act in perfect love for 
any length of time, and because action alone 
can never satisfy the longing in our souls. John 
is talking about a change of perspective, 
accepting without reservation or objection the. 
life of love to which we have been called, and 
irrevocably giving up our "right" to hate, envy, 
and resent other persons. This is only possible 

· if we belong to the truth, and it does set our 
hearts at rest when w.e make this commitment. 
There is still room for weakness, since .John 
already reminded us . (2:1~2) that any mistakes 
from sheer weakness have already been seen to 
by God. 

God is greater than our hearts - not only does he 
know everything in. our hearts, so that he can 
never be fooled by outward actions, he is also 
"greater than our hearts" in that his capacity for 
grace and love far exceeds the power of our 
own hearts and minds to condemn or torment 
ourselves. Our flesh and our consdence have 
the ability to tell us we are sinful failure~, but 
God's more powerful grace can sweep away 
these accusations and can overpower our own 
insecurities, inadequacies, and anxieties. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
jelly, paper bags, tea, pancake mix and syrup, 
macaroni and cheese, coffee. 

Harvest Sunday 
N'orthland's Harvest Sunday will be on Sunday, 
November the 18th. Beginning this Sunday, 
the 11th, shopping baskets will be set up in the 
foyer to collect your non-perishable food items. 
If you would like to help with Harvest Sunday, 
or if you have any questions, please see Lynn 
Champney or Will Bickley. 

Teens 
Today, November 11, the teen group will again 
attempt the bonfire at the Gale's. Meet at the 
building at 3:15 p.m. for rides, or be at the 
Gale's at 4:00 p.m. While it is light, we will do 
games, and then have our bonfire, eat and have 
discussion/devo time around the bonfire. 

Prayers Needed 
Jack and Joan Mauersb~rg ask for prayers for 
their daughter, Analisa Trares, who is confined 
to bed rest at home until delivery of their baby 
on December 17th. She has pregnancy induced 
hypertension, and may have the scheduled c
section moved up if bed rest does not correct 
the high blood pressure. 

Calendar 
November 

16-18 Belpre Youth Rally 
18 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
18 Harvest Sunday 
21 50's Plus Meeting 
21 No PM Classes-Deva In Auditorium 

Thank You 
Dear Northland Family, thank you for the food, ! 

flowers, cards, prayers, and visits during our 
mother's final illness and following her death. 
We have special gratitude for those of you who 
personally befriended Ann and made her feel sol 
welcomed in Columbus. Thanks again to you 
all. 

The Family of Ann Wright 

- Thank You 
Thanks for the prayers, flowers, and cards in the 
loss of my mother. -

Jean Cash Harrison & Stephanie 

Contributions 
Last Week $6591 I Avg YTD $5838 

Russia $282 I Avg YTD $254 

Youth Min. $242 I Avg YTD $342 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Sel'Vlce 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Even,ng 

9:30 am 
1.0:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Gene Prince, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
1Jeacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans,. Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Remember Lot's Wife 

' A preacher was growing tired of the craning necks in his congre- . 

gation every time his sermon went a minute or two longer than 

normal. You see, there was a clock on the back wall of the audi

torium. As a not-so-subtle reminder to the preacher, several 

members were in the habit of turning around and looking at the 

clock when they felt he ought to bring his lesson to a conclusion. 

ithout speaking a word, the preacher brought this practice to 

an end. You see, before the next worship service, he hung a sign 

directly under the dock. The sign simply read, "Remember Lot's 

Wife." 

~- Friends, do you view your weekly worship service as simply 
~ 

I 
"doing time?" Is your worship more controlled by the clock than 

your heart? If it helps, the next time you're tempted to look back 

~.. at the clock, "remember Lot's wife." 
Cl> 

~ 
~ 

,.._ 

~ 
...: 
""'" 
~ 

~ 
~ 
~ 

Steve Higginbotham 

(Glasgow, Kentucky) 

''Yet a time is coming and has now come 
when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth; for they are the 

ldnd ofworshipers the Father seeks." 
john 4:23 



SerJ1i11g 6od 

SEARCH FOR AN HONEST MAN 

The game was played in Wellington, 
Florida. In it; a seven-year-old first 
baseman, Tanner Munsey, fielded a ground 
ball and tried to tag a runner going from first 
to second base. 

The umpire; Laura Benson, called the 
runner out, but young Tanner im,mediately 
ran to her side and said, "Ma'am, I didn't tag 
the runner." Umpire Benson reversed 
herself, sent the runner to second hase, and 
Tanner's coach gave him the game ball for 
his honesty. 

Two weeks later, Laura Benson was again 
the umpire and Tanner was playing 
shortstop when a similar play occurred.· The 
time Benson ruled that Tanner had missed 
the tag on a runner going to third base, and 
she called the runner safe. Tanner looked at 
Benson and without saying a word, tossed· 
the ball to the catcher and returned to his 
position. 

Benson sensed something was wrong. "Did 
you tag the runner?" She asked Tanner. 

His reply: "Yes." 

Benson then called the runner out. The 
opposing coaches protested until she 
explained what had happened two weeks 
earlier. "If a kid is that honest," she said, "I 
have to give it to him." 
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It may be that no Christian characteristic 
has suffered more in our society than 
honesty. It's lacking in the workplace, it's 
lacking in many of our marriages, it's 
lacking in our government, and sometimes 
it's even lacking in our churches. Like 
Diogenes of ancient Greece, we sometimes 
feel the urge to take our lantern and begin 
our search for an honest man. 

Jhere is something about Christians that 
should stand out like a neon sign on a dark 
night. Jesus wants his people to be known 
as a people of truth. We should establish a 
reputation, like Tanner, for speaking the 
truth even when it would benefit us to do 
otherwise. Then, and only then, will those 
around us. trust what we way without 
hesitation, without wondering whether we 
really mean what we say or not. 

"Therefore, putting away lying, each one 
speak truth with his neighbor, for we are 
members of one another." (Ephesians 4:25). 

May God help you to·be that person of 
truth that Diogenes was looking for (and 
God still is, too). 

Alan Smith 
Boone Church of Christ 

Boone, NC 

61·owth In Jesus 

WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE · 
THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN 

Week Seventeen: 
Confidence Before God (1 John 3:21-24) 

Dear friends, if our h~arts do not condemn us, 
we have confidence before God and receive 
from him anything we ask, because we obey his 
commands and do what pleases him. And this 
is his command: to believe in the name of his 
Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he 
commanded us. Those who .obey his 
commands live in him, and he in them. And this 
is how we know that he lives in us: We know it 
by the Spirit he gave us. (1 John 3:21-14) 

Being freed from self-condemnation is 
connected with other important aspects of our 
fellowship with God (verses 21-22). For a great 
many of us, the toughest obstacle that stands in 
the way of having confidence before God is our 
own self-condemnation. If we can remove this 
obstacle, it will have a great practical benefit in 
our communication with him. Setting our hearts 
at rest clears away a great impediment when we 
pray to God, both when asking him for 
something and when simply expressing· our 
feelings and thqughts to him. 

Note first that this is not some kin.d of magical 
way to make sure that we can always get what 
we want. No human ever gets "anything we 
ask" of God in any literal sense1 because even 
the most spiritual soul still sometimes asks for 
things that are inappropriate, or are not 
spiritually beneficial, or that God does want to 
give us, but not yet. John is saying something 
different, and something that, from a godly 
perspective, is even better. Those who clear 

their cons.ciences through a life of love, and who 
thus live a lite of obedience pleasing to God, 
will _see the fruits of this in their personal 
interactions with God. They will find it much 
easier to ask God for blessihgs, will make it 
easier for ·God to grant those blessings, and will 
be quicker to understand wh,en God does need 
to act differently than they asked him to. 

So also, when John says "we obey his 
commands and do what pleases him", he is not 
making a rule, but describing a relationship. 
That is, he is not saying that if we want our 
prayers answered, we have to obey first. Rather, 
he is describing a relationship with God based 
on love, on understanding, and therefore on 
perfect obedience. This then leads to good fruit 
in our 'prayers and other aspects of our 
relati<:mship with Goa. If we misunderstand this, 
and think that his blessings are always 
contingent on what we do for him, we then 
misunderstand many other important principles: 

John then· reminds us that belief, love, and 
obedience, as God sees them, are . inherently 
linked (verse 23). By "obedience", he does not 
mean a lifeless adher~nce to a list of regulations, 
but a life of willing submission to God, based on 
a belief in the truth of the gospel and on an 
appreciation of our fellowship with God. Johri 
repeatedly emphasizes the link between these 
things because he knows how difficult it is for us 
to have a godly understanding of concepts such 
as obedience. John also connects these 
concepts with his recurring "in" idea (verse 24). 
Besides the other frui~s he has detailed, John tells 
us that the obedient can be confident that they 
live in God, and that he lives in them. This also 
leads up to a new topic, the Spirit. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
paper bags, tea, pancake mix and syrup, maca
roni and cheese, coffee, cereal. 
Please note: The Food Pantry will be closed 
Wednesday November 22nd. 

Harvest Sunday 
Northland's Harvest Stmday is today, Novem
ber 18th. Shopping baskets are set up in the 
foyer to collect your nc;m-perishable food items. 
If you would like to help with Harvest Sunday,· 
or if you have any questions, please see Lynn 
Champney or Will Bickley. 

A Big Thank You! 
A Big Thank You to the Gales for providing 
their home for the teen/college bonfire. To 
Robbie McVicker for planning, serving and 
cleaning up at the bonfire. To the Gillespies 
and the Evans for providing and cooking great 
food for the teens all summer long. To the 
Dun kins and Maynards for lending their vans, 
to Jack and Sally for lending themselves for the 
Belpre Youth Rally. We love and appreciate all 
of you, and so many others, for your love and 
support of the teen ministry. We praise God for 
a great family at Northland! 

The Teens and Teen Leaders 

Northland's Web Site: northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Calendar 
November 

18 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
18 Harvest Sunday 
21 50's Plus Meeting 
21 No PM Classes-Deva In Auditorium 

December 
1 Leadership Planning Meeting 
2 Services At Franklin County Correction 
2 Winter Bible Classes Begin 
5 50's Plus Meeting 
8 Women's Cookie Exchange 
15 Senior Luncheon 
16 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
16 Teen's Christmas Party 
19 50's Plus Meeting 
23 No Bible Classes 

10:30 Worship-No Junior Worship 
30 Services At Willowbrook 

Northland Web site 
Visit www.northlandchurchofchrist.com. Great 
things are planned for it's future. E-mail the as
sistant webmaster, Charlie at baldbeliever@cs. 
com with any comments. Also we offer free e
mail Bible studies for your friends and families 
at www.undisputedtruth.com. 

Contributions 
Last Week $7275 I Avg YTD $5869 

Russia $240 I Avg YTD $254 

Youth Min. $349 AvgYTD $32 

Services 
Sunday Blble Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evenhlg 
Wednesday Ev~nlng 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Gene Prince, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northlan~ Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Taking My Picture 

"But the salvation of the righteous if from the LORD; He is their 
strength in time of trouble." Psalm 37:39 

A little girl walked to and from school daily. Though the weather 
that morning was questionable and clouds were forming, she 
made her daily trek to the elementary ·school . 

As the afternoon progressed, the winds whipped up, along with 
the thunder and lightning. The mother of the little girl felt con
cerned that her daughter would ,be frightened as she walked 

ome from school and she herself feared that the electrical storm 
ight harm her child. 

Following the roar of thunder, lightning, like a flaming sword, 
would cut through the sky. Full of concern, the mother quickly 
got into her car and drove along the route to her child's school. 
As she did so, she saw her little ~irl walki,ng along, but at each· 
flash of lightning, the child would stop, look up and smile. An
other and another were to follow quickly and with each the little 
girl would look at the streak of light and smile. 

When the mother's car drew up beside the child she lowered the 
window and called to her, "What are you doing? Why do you 
keep stopping?" 

The child answered, "I am trying to look pretty, ~od keeps taking 
my picture." 

May God bless you today as you face the storms that come your 
way. 

And don't forget to SMILE! 

Verse A Week Club 



Se1·11ing 6od 

PREPARING AHEAD 

A traveler became lost in the desert region 
of Algeria. Realizing his only chance for 
survival was to find civilization, he began 
walking. Time passed, and he became 
thirsty. More time passed, and he began 
feeling faint. Reduced to crawling, he was 
on the verge of passing out when he spied a 
tent about 500 yards in front of him. Barely 
conscious, he reached the tent and called 
out, "Water ... " 

A Bedouin appeared in the tent door and 
replied sympathetically, "I am sorry, sir, but 
I have no water. However, would you like 
to buy a tie?" With this, he brandished a 
collection of exquisite silken ties. 

"You fool," gasped .the man. "I'm dying! 
need water!" 

"Well, sir," replied the Bedouin, "If you 
really need water, there is a tent about a 
mile south of here where you can get 
some." 

Without knowing how, the man summoned 
sufficient strength to drag his parched body 
the distance to the second tent'. With his 
last ounce of strength he tugged at the door 
of the tent and collapsed. 

Another Bedouin, dressed in a costly 
tuxedo, appeared at the door and inquired, 
"May I help you sir?" · 
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"Water ... " was the feeble reply. 

"Oh sir" replied the Bedouin "I'm sorry I I I I 

but you can't come in here without a tie!" 

There are times in our lives that seem to 
serve little purpose, but they prepare us for 
something that lies ahead. I am reminded 
of the story Jesus told in Matthew 25 about 
the wise and foolish virgins. The only 
difference between the two was that the 
wise virgins had made prior preparation. 

The point of that parable is to stress the 
need to p~epa're our I ives for the day when 
Jesus returns. "Watch therefore, for you 
know neither the day nor the hour in which 
the Son of Man is coming." (Matthew 
25:13). 

If we want eternal life later, then now is the 
time to start making preparation. 

Alan Smith 
Boone Church of Christ 

Boone, NC 

"Therefore keep watch, 
because you do not know the 

day or the hour.,, 
Mauhew 25:13 

Growth /11 Jes11s 

WE ARE IN HIM WHO IS TRUE 
THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN 

Week Eighteen 
Do Not Believe Every Spirit (1 John 4:1-3) 

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test 
the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
because many false prophets have gone out into 
the world. This is how you can recognize the 
Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that 
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 
but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus 
is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, 
which you have heard is coming and even now is 
already in the world. (1 John 4:1-3) 

The apostle here injects a note of reality. A 
Christian cannot be universally trusting and loyal 
towards everyone who claims to .speak for God. 
We must develop a spiritual awarene.ss that 
enables us to distinguish between the truth and 
the numerous man-made imitations of the truth 
(verse 1 ). John's references here to "spirits" refer 
simply to individual persons who claim, whether 
truthfully or untruthfully, to be speaking in the 
name of God. (This is fairly obvious from the 
context, and it ·was also the unanimous 
understanding of early Christian commentators.) 
John uses this particular description of human 
teachers to point out the nature and source of 
their teachings. Behind every human teaching, 
whether true or false, is a spiritual impetus. 
Christians speak the truth because God revealed 

. it to them and told them to speak it through the· 
Holy Spirit. Unbelievers teach lies because the 

- devil, their spiritual father, put falsehood in their 
• minds, and encouraged them to promote these 

lies. There are .many of these false "spirits", who 
have gone out into the world and are teaching 
their lies to a gullible audience that is eager to 

hear whatever will "tickle their ears". Therefore, 
we simply cannot be blindly accepting of every 
teaching we hear, even if it accords with our own 
desires and p~econceptions. 

.There is, fortunately, a way to recognize the Spirit 
of God (verse 2). John is not saying, of course, 
that the only thing necessary to prove that a 
teacher is from God is for that person to say 
verbally that Jesus has come in the flesh. It is 
necessary both to believe this as an ~ctual, 
historical truth, and also to believe ir:i it as a 
spiritual truth with practical implications. Both 
those who do not want to admit the full truth 
about Jesus, and those who claim to believe but 
who prove otherwise by their lives, are not from 
God. Those· who believe that God's Son took 
human form and died for our sins, and who have 
accepted his call to walk in the light, are from 
God and in God. 

John again uses the strong term 
"antichrist" (which we have discussed earlier) to 
describe fals~ teachers (verse 3). He thus reminds 
us of the tru~ nature of the false teachers who 
plague the church in any age, and cautions us 
that these "antichrists" are not merely a threat in 
the distant future, but are indeed a present reality. 

. The real, spiritual danger that they pose, in their 
ability to lure others away from God through 
insidious false teachings, is much more serious 
than any physical danger that would come from a 
mythical, cartoonish super-villain "antichrist" 
trying to rule the world. 

- Mark W. Garner 

(Note: For the next few weeks, we shall have 
some puzzles on this page, as we often do during 

_ the ho_li.da.ys, _.The J_ LQhn _se_ries _ w.ill rew.me ... lo _ 
January.) 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
paper bags, tea, pancake mix and syrup, maca
roni and cheese, coffee, cereal. 

New Address 
George Wooster, 1811 Liberty St., Durham, 
NC 27703. 
Tanya Roberts, 21-74 Hanby Sq. S., Columbus, 
OH 43229 phone 523-3197. 

Wedding 
On Friday, December 7th at 7:00 p.m. you are 
invited to witness the marriage of Dana Morris 
to Colin King at the Spring Road Church of 
Christ. A dinner reception will follow at the 
Everal Homestead Barn, 60 N. Cleveland Ave. 
in Westerville. If you plan to attend the recep
tion, please sign the sheet on the bulletin board 
in the foyer hall»'ay by November 30th. 

Thank You 
Lori and I can not thank you enough in the 

way you displayed your love to us while Abbey 
was at Children's Hospital. To Lori and I, God 
was glorified. Even though we moved six years 
ago we felt so much love coming from you. 
We did not expect everything you did but you 
didn't hesitate at all. God's love prevails. 

, Greg & ~ori Orall 

, Thank You 
Thanks to all those who have helped with 
money, time, prayers and physical energy to 
facilitate our move. TinaMarie and Debbie 

Calendar 
December 

1 Leadership Planning Meeting 
2 Services At Franklin County Correction 
2 Winter Bible Classes Begin 
5 50's Plus Meeting 
8 Women's Cookie Exchange 
15 Senior Luncheon 
16 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
16 Teen's Christmas Party 
19 50's Plus Meeting 
23 No Bible Classes 

10:30 Worship-No Junior Worship 
30 Services At Willowbrook 

Northland Web site 
Visit www.northlandchurchofchrist.com. Great 
things are planned for it's future. E-mail the as
sistant webmaster, Charlie at baldbeliever@cs. 
com with any comments. Also we offer free e
mail Bible studies for your friends and families 
at www.undisputedtruth.com. 

Contributions 
Last Week $4245 I Avg YTD $5835 

Russia $212 AvgYTD $253 

Youth Min. $107 AvgYTD $320 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Servtce 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5!30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, Johll Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Eva11gelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Thanksgidng Proclamation 
LINCOLN'S THANKSGIVING PROCLAMATION 

Whereas, the Senate of the United States, devoutly recognizing the su
preme authority and just government of the Almighty God in all the af
fairs of men and of nations, has by a resolution requested the president 
to designate and set apart a day for national prayer and thanksgiving. 

And whereas, it is the duty of nations as well as of men to own their 
dependence upon the overruling power of God: to confess their sins 
and transgressions in humble sorrow, yet with assured hope that genu
ine repentance will lead to mercy and pardon; and to recognize the 
sublime truth, announced in the Holy Scriptures and proven by all his-
ory, that those nations only ~re blessed whose God is. the Lord: -

And insomuch as we know that by His divine law nations, like indi
viduals~ are subjected to pupishments and chastisements in this world, 
may we not justly fear that the awful calamity of civil war which now 
desolates the land may be but a punishment inflicted upon us for our 
presumptuous sins, to the needful end of our national reformation as a 
whole people? We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of 
Heaven. We have been preserved, these m'any years, in peace' and 
prosperity. We have grown in numbers, wealth, and power as no other 
nation has ever grown; but we have forgotten God. We have forgotten 
the gracious hand which preserved use in peace, and multiplied and 
enriched and strengthened us; and we have vainly imagined, in the de
ceitfulness of our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by 
some superior wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with.unbro
ken success, we have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of 
redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God who 
made us: 

It behooves us then, to humble ourselves before the offended Power, to 
confess our national sins, and to pray for clemency and forgiveness: 

All this being doing in sincerity and truth, let us then rest humbly in the 
hope authorized by the divine teachings, that the united cry of the na
tion' will be heard on high, and answered with blessings no less than 
the pardon of our national sins, and the restoration pf our now divided 
and suffering country to its former happy condition of unity and peace. 

· Abraham Lincoln 



Serfling God 

CHRIST AND THE CHURCH 

It is not uncommon today to hear people devaluate 
the church. Some say in effect, "Christ, yes; the 
church, no." While some profess they love Jesus, 
desiring even to follow Him, they have little use for 
"the church." 

The Scriptures, however, are clear: One cannot' have 
the church without Christ, and one cannot have 
Christ without the church. 

The churth was God's idea, God's plan. It is not 
man-made. In fact, observe the close relationship 
between Christ and the church. Christ is the head of 
the church (Ephesians. 5:22-23a); He is the complete 

. voice of authority. Christ is the Founder of the 
church. Christ said to Peter, "On this rock (the 
confession that Jesus Christ is the So,n of God), I will 
build My i:hurch,"and the gates of Hades shall not 
prevail against it" (Matthew 16:18). Christ is the . 
foundation- of the church. No building or institution 
can be stronger than the foundation on which it rests. 
And for the church, "no other foundation can anyone 
lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ" (1 
Corinthians 3:11 ). Christ is the Savior of the body, 
which is the church: "For the husband is head of the 
'Wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is 
the Savior of the body" (Ephesians 5:23). 

Indeed, as has often been noted by some in an 
attempt to minimize the church; "the church doesn't 
save anyone." However Christ saves the church! 

In.fact, the church is composed of the saved (Acts 
2:47). Ch.rist loved the church and gave himself for it 
(Ephesians 5:25). We usually judge the value of 
something by the price we pay for it. For what price 
was the church purchased? Christ purchased the 
church with His own blood (Acts 20:28). 

2 

One cannot separate Christ from His church. 

A low estimation of the church may be due to a lack 
of understanding of what the church truly is, as 
taught in the Bible. There is -also a misconception of 
what the church is all about. 

One of the most simplistic, yet one of the most 
beautiful images of th~ church in Scripture is that of 
the family of God. As such, the church is designed 
to be a place of loving encouragement (1 
Thessalonians 5:·11; Hebrews 3:13) to those who are 
seeking to follow Christ. Also, it is God's desire for 
His family, the church, to grow an'd grow. God ' 
wants His family to share the good news about Jesus 
Christ, as Jesus instructed His disciples: "Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age. 
Amen" (Matthew 28:19~20 NKJV). 

How does one become a member of God's family, 
the church? 

To those who were convicted of their sin and 
believed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
Peter said, "Repent, and let every one of you be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38). "Then those who gladly 
received his word were baptized; and that day about 
three thousand souls were added to them" (Acts 
2:41 ). "And the Lord added to the church daily 
those who were being saved" (Acts 2:47). 

Only the Lord can add one to His church when one 
obeys the Gospel as Peter and the apostles 
pr~sented it. 

Has the Lord added you to His church? 
God bless you. 

David A. Sargent 
Church of Christ at Creekwood 

Mobile, Alabama 

BIBLE TRIVIA PUZZLE #1 

This puzzle consists of a Bible trivia question, with several clues to help you al')swer it. To solve, 
the puzzle, first answer as many of the clues as you can. Then, write the first letter of each clue 
answer in the space provided. These letters, when unscrambled, form the answer to the triv.ia 
question. Note: the clue answers themselves do not necessarily have any connection with the 
trivia answer~ it is only their first letters that are important 

Trivia Question: Which book of the Old Testament is titled "These Are The Names" in the 
Hebrew Bible? 

Clues: 

(i) What city was Saul of Tarsus tr~veli.ng towards when he met Jesus? (8 letters) 

(ii) Paul stayed in this city for three days on his way to Rome (hint: there is a city of the same 
name in the state· of New York). (8 letters) 

(iii) Who was Bathsheba's first husband? (5 letters) 

(iv) What prophet was taken up to heaven in a fiery chariot? (6 letters) 

(v) According the book of Hebrews, when God made his promise to Abraham, he confirmed it 
with an . . . . (4 letters) 

(vi) By what name does history usually know Esther's husband, King Ahasuerus? (6 letters) 

Trivia Answer: 

Write down the first letter of the answer to each clue here: 

Now unscramble the letters to find the answer to the question. The answer will appear in next 
week's bulletin. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
paper bags, tea, pancake mix and syrup, maca
roni and cheese, coffee, cereal soup. 

Parents of Teens 
There will be a parent/teen leaders meeting on 
Wednesday, December 5 from 7-8 p.m. (during 
class time) in the annex. Parents, please make 
every effort to attend. 

Winter Quarter Adult Bible Classes 

Winter Quarter Adult Su~day Classes 

Blessed Assurance 
R. Estep & J. Bradley E32 

Spiritual Maturity (Akan Language) 
John Appiah · E30 

New Members 
Ray Thorne E31 

Romans (Young Adults) 
Kevin, Scott & Doug E42 

Winter Quarter Adult Wednesday Classes 

Does God Exist1 
Mike Hipes E32 

Traveling Light (Women Only) 
Billie Thorne, etc. E42 

2 
2 
5 
8 
15 
16 
1,6 
19 
23 

30 

Calendar 
December 

Services At Franklin County Correction 
Winter Bible Classes Begin 
50's Plus Meeting 
Women's Cookie Exchange 
Senior Luncheon 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Teen's Christmas Party 
50's Plus Meeting 
No Bible Classes 
10:30 Worship-No Junior Worship 
Services At Willo'wbrook 

New Christian Celebration 
The will be a "New Christiari Celebration" pot
luck, on December 16th for all new Christians 
in 2001, right after am services. See Chari ie 
Yates for more details. 

Contributions 
Last Week $4663 I Avg YTD $5810 

Russia $292 AvgYTD $254 

Youth Min. $222 AvgYTD $318 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Alfon, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris · 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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God Is Watching 
A young boy was told that the eye of God is always watching us. He thought a 
moment and then he said, "I'd like to know what kind of watching it is. Tim 
Brown watches me in school so he can tell Teacher if I whisper and get me bad 
marks. But Father watches me in a different way. When I am on the beach, he 
keeps watch so I won't get in too deep. I like that kind of watching!" 

What kind of watching do you believe God is doing in your life? Do you feel that 
He is waiting for you to make a mistake so He can straighten you but? 0 do you 
believe He. is watching to protect you from harm, to keep you from ge,tting into a 
situation that is over your head?. The perspective you have of God will affect the 
way you live in every other area of your life. 

Think about it: 

Do you dress modestly to serve as a protection from lustful looks or be
cause you seek God's approval? 

Do you avoid certain kinds of entertainment because God has shown you 
that keepi~g your mind clean is for your protection? Or do you stay away 
because He doesn't want His children associating with sinners? 

Unless you can relax in the presence of God, you will always feel as if He is 
checking up on you. 

In 2 Chronicles 16:9, we read: "For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the 
earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him." 

Does that statement sound as if God is looking for someone to punish o~ harass? 
No, of course not! God Himself is saying, •1 want to support you. I want to keep 
you out ,of the deep parts of the ocean of life where you will find yourself in over 
your head. I want to rescue you from drowning." 

If you will notice again God's dealings with the people He used to bring about His 
purposes, you will see that He didn't hover over them, waiting to catch them in 
some foul deed. Consider Abraham, the friend of. God, and David, the man after 
God's own heart - men who lived as men on this earth, but who, in all their hu
manity, kne-.v that God was in control. 

These fathers of our faith made mistakes. They wandered into deep waters. But 
God pulled them out and gave them another chance to become the leaders He 
intended them to be. 

God loves you and longs to find in you a heart that is completely His ... so He can 
fully support you. If you will trust Him, I believe you will begin to experienc~ the 
joy of knowing that He is watching you through the eyes of a loving Friend. 

Jan Silvious, From The 5-Minute Devotional 



Serving God 

COULD YOU AFFORD IT? 
" 

Suppose God charged us for the rain 
Or put a price on a songbird's strain 

Of music, the dawn, mist on the plain. 
How much would autumn· landscapes cost 

Or a window etched with winter's frost 
And the rainbow's glory so quickly lost? 

Suppose that people had to pay 
To see the sunset's crimson play 

·And the magic stars of the Milky Way. 
Suppose it was fifty cents a night 

To watch the pale moon's silvery light 
Or watch a gull in graceful flight. 

· H·ow much, I wonder, would it be worth 
To smell the good, brown, fragrant earth 

In spring? The miracle of birth -
How much do you think would people pay 

For a baby's 'laugh at the close of day? 
Suppose God charged us for them, I say! 

Suppose we paid to look at the hills, 
For rippling mountain rills 

Or the mating song of the whippoorwills 
Or curving the bre~kers of the sea, 
For grace and beauty and majesty; 

And all these things He gives us FREE 

From "The Lo'rd's Way" 

2 

BIBLE TRIVIA PUZZLE #2 

This puzzle consists of a Bible trivia question, with several clues to help you answer it. To solve 
the puzzle, fi~st answer as many of the clues as you can. Then, write the first letter of each clue 
answer in the space provided. These letters, when unscrambled, form the answer · to the trivia 
question. Note: the clue answers themselves do not necessarily have any connection with the 
trivia answer - it is only their first letters that are important. 

Trivia Question: What New Testament city had been. destroyed by the Romans, in 146 BC, and was 
rebuilt one hundred years later at the command of Julius Caesar? 

Clues: 

(i) In Leviticus, what is the opposite of "common"? (4 letters) 

(ii) Which is the shortest book in the Old Testament? (7 letters) 

(iii) This important biblical name means "Anointed One" . (6 letters) 

(iv) Paul wr<;>te two of his epistles to this young man . . (7 letters) 

(v) One of the birds that Noah released from the ark to see whether the rains had dried up. (5 
letters) 

(vi) Who prophesied, "The virgin will be with child, and will give birth to a son"? (6 letters) 

(vii) He was cured of leprosy afte·r obeying Elisha's instructions. (6 letters) 

Trivia Answer: 

Write down the first letter of the answer to each clue here: 

Now unscramble the letters to find the answer to the question . . The answer will appear in next 
week's bulletin. 

(~ast week's answers - Clue answers: (i) Damascus, (ii) Syracuse, (iii) Uriah, (iv) Elijah, (v) Oath, (vi) 
Xerxes. Trivia answer: EXODUS. The name in Hebrew is different, coming from the opening 
words of the book.) 

- Mark W. Carner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
paper bags, tea, pancake mix and syrup, coffee. 

Congratulations - Dorothy Gallagher was bap
tized Sunqay. 

Potluck -There will be a potluck on December 16 
after morning worship. 

Thank You - I want to thank everyone for your 
prayers for my mother. The biopsy couldn't have 
gone better. When they did the cat-scan to see 
where to put the needle, all they could find was 
some inflammation. God has truly answered our 
prayers. Deanna Brown 
Thank You - Our family wishes to praise and 
thank God for the arrival of Grace Alana. We thank 
the body for your many prayers over the past year 
·for her. She will be making her first visit to church 
on December 19th. We look forward to sharing her 
with you. The Cvelbars · 
·cocs Holiday Gift Shop - cocs will be hav
ing their Holiday Gift Shop again for the students to 
do their Christmas shopping. If your child does not 
attend '.COCS butwo'lr1d I ike to shop, ,the gift, shop 
will be open after class on Wednesday evening1 De
cember 12th in room E-44. 
COCS Christmas Concert-You are invited to 
a special performance of Charles Dickens' "A Christ
mas Carol" presented by COCS 3rd-7th grades on 
Friday, December 14th at 10:30 and Tuesday, De
cember 18th at 7:30 p.m. in the auditorium. 

15 

16 
16 
19 
23 

26 
30 
30 

Calendar 
December 

Senior Luncheon, 1 :00 p.m. 
At The Chappel ls Home 
Potluck, New Christian Celebration 
Teen's Christmas Party 

' 50's Plus Meeting 
No Bible Classes 
.10:30 Worship-No Junior Worship 
No Mid-Week Bible Classes 
Services At Willowbrook 
Area-Wide Evening Worship 
At Northland 

New Christian Celebration 
The will be a "New Christian Celebration" pot
luck, on December 16th for all new Christians 
in 2001, right after a.m. services. See Charlie 
Yates for more details. 

Help Needed 
I will be moving on Sunday December 16th 
starting at 1 :30 p.m. Please meet at 3453 Oak
lawn and directions will be provided to the new 
house at 2120 Lilacwood. Please RSVP to my
self or Kevin Chivington so food and drink can 
be provided. Kerry Brown 

Contributions 
Last Week $5676 I Avg YTD $5807 

Russia $180 AvgYTD $252 

Youth Min. $342 Avg YTD $318 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Beware Of The Smooth Places 
Hin my prosperity I said I shall never be moved" (Ps. 30:6). 

HM6ab settled on his lees, he hath not been emptied from vessel .to ves
sel." Give a man wealth; let his ships bring home continually rich 
freights; let the winds and waves appear to be his servants to bear his 
vessels across the bosom of the mighty deep; let his lands yield abun
dantly: let the weather be propitious to his crops; let uninterrupted suc
cess attend him; let him stand among men as a successful merchant; let 
him enjoy continued health; allow him with braced nerve and brilliant 
eye to march through the world, and live happily - and the natural 
consequence of such an easy state to any man, let him be the best 
Christian who ever breathed, will be presumption. Even David said, ·Ht 
hall never be moved," and we are not bett~r than David, nor half so 
ood. -

Brother, beware of the smooth places of the way; if you are treading 
them, or if the way be rough, thank God for it. If God should always 
rock us in the cradle of prosperity; if we were always dandled on the 
knees of fortune; if there were not a few clouds in the sky; if we had 
not some bitter drops in the wine of this life, we should become intoxi
cated with pleasure, we should dream "we stand." But we would be 
like the man asleep upon the mast: each moment we should be in jeop
ardy. 

We bless God, then, for our afflictions; we thank him for our changes; 
we extol His name for losses of property; for we feel that He had not 
chastened us thus, we might have become too secure. Continued 
worldly prosperity is a fiery trial. 

Afflictions, though they seem severe, are often sent in mercy. 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
From Morning and Evening 

cewben I felt secure, I said, I wUl never 
be shaken. " 

Psalm 30:6 



Ser11ing 6od 
LIVING IN THE LIGHT OF HIS COMING 

The tension between living for today and looking for tomorrow is one of the realities of the Christian life. We 
often find ourselves caught between the here-and-now and he hereafter. On the one hand, we need to be ready 
for Jesus to come at any moment. On the other hand, we have God-given responsibilities to fulfill in this world 
in the meantime. · 

Preparing for Christ's ·return is something each 'one of us must do for ourselves. No one else can get our hearts 
ready to meet God. You and I must do that for ourselves. Jesus, in view of His second coming, urges us to keep 
watching (Matt. 24:42), be ready (Matt. 24:44), and keep serving (Matt. 24:46). He left specific instructions 
about what we ought to be doing while we await His coming. 

1. Witness for Him everywhere you go. Our Lord taught His disciples to be His witnesses everywhere -
even to the farthest ends of the earth (Acts 1 :8) . 

2. "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel" (Mark 16: 15). This command emphasizes the 
evangelistic and missionary nature of the ministry of the church during the present era. We are to take 
the gospel to the whole world. 

3. "Repentance and remission of sins should be preached .. . among all nations," our Lord declared in Luke 
24:47. Calling men and women to repent and believe the gospel is.the twofold nature of the 
evangelistic enterprise. 

4. "Teach all nations, baptizing them," Jesus said in Matthew 28:19. Making converts and discipling them 
in their walk with God is a major emphasis of the church's m!ssion. 

5. Build the church, in every generation. Jesus told His disciples that He would build His church with 
such power that "the gates of hell shall not prevail against it" (Matt. 16:18). Jesus pictured the church 
being on the march until He calls her home. · 

6. "Occupy till I come," Jesus said in the parable of the talents (Luke 19:13). In this parable, the servants 
were to Nput this money to work" until their master returned. We are to be busy about the Master's 
business until He returns. • 

7. Remain faithful until He returns. Our Lord concluded His prophetic message in the Olivet Discourse by 
reminding His disciples to continue in faithful and wise service even though He might be gone a long 
time (Matt. 24:45; 25:14-21). 

In the meantime, we can live with our eyes on the skies, watching for Christ to come, and with our feet on the 
eilrth, working for Him until He comes. This balance of expectation (that Jesus could come at any moment) and 
participation (serving Him faithfully until He comes) is what the Christian life is really all about. Living in the 
light of His coming keeps us focused on what is really important in life. It also keeps our attention on the 
balance between our present responsibilities and our future expectations. . 

Edward Hindson 
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BIBLE TRIVIA PUZZLE #3 

This puzzle consists of a Bible trivia question, with several clues to help you answer it. To solve 
the puzzle, first answer as many of the clues as you can. Then, write the first letter of each clue 
answer in the space provided. These letters, when unscrambled, form the answer to 'the trivia 
question. Note: the clue answers themselves do not necessarily have any connection with the 
trivia answer - it is only their first letters that are important. 

Trivia Question: What prominent Roman official, mentioned in the book of Acts, was the brother 
of the famous Roman writer and philosopher Seneca? 

Clues: 

(i) Who was the emperor of Rome when Jesus was born? (8 letters) 

(ii) This word, used often by Christians, means "good news". (6 letters) 

(iii) Who was Abraham's first son? (7 letters) 

. I 

(iv) This Old Testament nation was known for its cedar trees (hint: this nation still exists today). (7. 
letters) ' 

(v) Paul praised this friend because "he often refreshed me, and was not· ashamed of my chains". 
(11 letters) 

... 
(vi) Who was Noah's father? (6 letters) 

Trivia Answer: 

Write down t,he first letter of the answer to each clue here: 

Now unscramble the letters to find the answer to the question. The answer will appear in next 
week's bulletin. · 

(Last week's answers - Clue answers: (i) Holy, (ii) Obadiah, (iii) Christ, (iv) Timothy, (v) Raven, (vi) 
Isaiah, (vii) Naaman. Trivia answer: CORINTH.) 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
paper bags, tea, pancake mix and syrup, maca
roni and cheese, coffee, cereal soup. 

' . 
New Christian Celebration 

T~e will be a "New Christian Celebration" pot
luck, TODAY afte·r services for all new Chris
tians in 2001, right after am services. Everyone 
is invited. Please bring a main dish and a side 
dish to share. See Charlie Yates for more info. 

COCS Christmas Concert 
You are invited to a special performance of 
Charles Dickens' "A Christmas Carol" pre
sented by COCS 3rd-7th grades on Tuesday, 
December 18th at 7:30 p.m. in the auditorium. 

A Slow Death 
Take a leaf from a branch, and lay it down and 
watch. Slowly, the color fades and the leaf 
curls up and dies. Take a hot ember out of a 
fire and lay it down, and watch. Soon, the red 
hot glows dim and the ember becomes cool to 
the touch and the fire dies. Take a fish out of 
water, and lay it down and watch. The fish will 
flip and flop, but soon it quits struggling and 
dies. Take a Christian away from the assembly, 
and watch him. Soon he quits praying and it 
doesn't take long until he begins criticizing 
people who are attempting to live Godly lives. 
finally, he finds himself opposing Christianity 
and he dies. Give it some thought. 

-Steve Higginbotham 

Calendar 
December 

16 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
16 Teen' s Christmas Party 
16 Potluck, New Christian Celebration 
19 50's Plus Meeting 
23 No Bible Classes 

10:30 Worship-No Junior Worship 
26 No Mid Week Bible Classes 
30 Services At Willowbrook 
30 Area-Wide Evening Worship 

At Northland 

Help Needed 
I will be moving TODAY starting at 1 :30 p.m. 
Please meet at 3453 Oaklawn and directions 
wi 11 be provided to the new house at 2120 
Lilacwood. Please RSVP to myself or Kevin 
Chivington so food and drink can be provided. 

Kerry Brown 

Contributions 
Last Week $4723 I Avg YTD $5786 

Russia $299 I Avg YTD $253 

YouthMin. $197 IAvgYTD $316 

. Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

·9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elden: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, ~y Thome, Charlie Yates , 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John BtadJey, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Toni Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Oh, Giver Of Every Good ••• 
OH, GIVER OF EVERY GOOD AND PERFECT GIFT 

Oh, giver of every good and perfect gift, 

We pause to give thee praise 

For all the joys and blessings 

That have followed all our days. 

For our families and our loved ones 

And for all the joy they bring, 

And for our food and clothing 

And, our God, for everything 

That has been done throughout the ages 

To make our lives so bright and fair, 

And for all the things we cannot count 

That show your love and care. 

Oh, Father, may we ever know 

From whom all blessing flow 

And ne'er take Thee for granted 

In our living here below. 

May we never be ungrateful 

Or forget your kingly hand 

That has shielded us from evil 

In this blessed freedom's land. 

And may our soul's rejoicing 

In Thy goodness ever be 

As our hearts are filled with praises 

And with gratitude to Thee. 

Owen Cosgrove 



Ser11ing God 

I THOUGHT HE WAS TALKING TO YOU 

At the height of a political corruption trial, the prosecuting attorney attacked a witness. 
"Isn't it true," he bellowed, "that you accepted five thousand dollars to compromise this 
case?" The witness stared out the window, as though he hadn't heard the question. 

"Isn't it true that you accepted five thousand dollars to compromise this ·case?" the lawyer 
repeated. The witness still did not respo~d. 

Finally, the judge leaned over and said, "Sir, please answer the question." 

"Oh," the startled witness said, "I thought he was talking to you." 

I seem to have the same trouble when I'm preaching. Everybody thinks I'm talking to 
everyone else! It's easy to listen to a sermon thinking, "Boy, I sure hope brother so-and
so is listening to this one!" (I know, I've done it myself). It is crucial, though, that we 
listen to all messages that come from the word of God with the thought, "What does this -
have to say to me?" because only when I make personal application can I learn and 
grow. 

"Why do you look at the speck in your brother's eye, but do not consider the plank in 
your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me remove the speck from your 
eye'; a-nd look, a plank is in your own eye? Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your 
own eye, and then you will se clearly to remove the speck from your brother's 
eye." (Matthew 7:3-5). 

It's an important lesson. I'm sure you can think of someone who really needs to hear it! 
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"Alan Smith 
Boone Church of Christ 

Boone, NC 

BIBLE TRIVIA PUZZLE #4 

This puzzle consists of a Bible trivia question, with several clues to help you answer it. To solve 
the puzzle, first answer as many of the clues as you can. Then, write the first letter of each .clue 
answer in the space provided. These letters, when unscrambled,_ form the answer to the trivia 
question. Note: the clue answers themselves do not necessarily have any connection with the 
trivia answer - it is only their first letters that are important. 

Trivia Question: What New Testament city was founded by and named after the father of 
Alexander the Great? 

Clues: 

(i) Who was Jacob's ninth son? (8 letters) 

(ii) What book contains the longest chapter in the Bible? (6 letters) 

(iii) She was Timothy's grandmother. (4 letters) 

(iv) What kind of cloth did Lydia sell? (6 letters) 

(v) In the Bible, this kind of offering is often symbolic of prayer. (7 letters) 

(vi) One of Noah's sons. (3 letters) 

(vii) God made us in his .... (5 letters) 

(viii) The island where the Romans exiled the apostle John. (6 letters) 

Trivia Answer: 

Write down the first letter of the answer to each clue here: 

Now unscramble the' letters to find the answer to the question. The answer will appear· in next 
week's bulletin. ' 

(Last week's answers - Clue answers: (i) Augustus, (ii) Gospel, (iii) Ishmael, (iv) Lebanon, (v) 
Onesiphorus, (vi) Lamech. Trivia answer: GALLIO, the Roman proconsul mentioned in Acts 
18: 12-17.) - Mark W. Garner · 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Crackers (saltines), snacks, cookies. 

Year-End Schedule 
Please be aware of the following changes in 

our normal weekly schedule as we close out 
2001: 
Sunday December 23 
No 9:30 a.m. Bible Classes 
10:30 a.m. Worship but no junior worships 
No potluck after morning services 
(contrary to an earli~r announcement) 
No 5:30 p.m. worship at building 
On the 23rd the Hipes' small group is meeting 
at Willowbrook Christian Home at 6:30 p.m. to 
deliver some home-baked cookies and visit 
with the residents there. Others are welcome 
to attend. If you'd like to bake some cookies 
and/or join the group there on Sunday evening, 
please let Mike or Margie know. 
Wednesday December_ 26 
No mid-week 7:00 p.m. Bible classes 
Sunday December 30 
9:30 a.m. Regular Sunday morning 
schedule 
2:00 p.m. Worship at Willowbrook 
6:00 p.m. Area-Wide! Worship hosted by 
Northland with sandwich and dessert 
fellowship to follow. 

23 

26 
30 
30 

2 
16 
18-19 
20 
26 

Calendar 

December 
No Bible Classes 
10'30 Worship-No Junior Worship 
No Mid Week Bible Classes 
Services AtWillowbrook 
Area-Wide Evening Worship 
At Northland 

January 
50's Plus 
50's Plus 
Teen· Lock-In 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Women's Brunch 

Teens 
The teen Christmas party and gag gift exchange 

· will be Sunday evening at the home of the 
McVickers. 

Congratulations 
Ben Harris was baptized December 8th. 

Contributions 
last Week $5234 I Avg YTD $5775 

Russia $90 AvgYTD $250 

Youth Min. $99 AvgYTD $312 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:JO am 
10:30 am 
S:JO pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Will>ur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chap~ll, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 

northlandchurchofchrist.com 

Deacons: Brian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Cbampney, Darrell Est~, Jack 
Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou Lawrence; Jack Mauersberg1 Beryl· McMasters 
Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A Man Was Born 
I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know 
what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheri
tance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward 
us who believe. Ephesians 1 :18-19 

Almost two thous.and years ago there was a Man born contrary to the laws of 
life. This Man lived in poverty and was reared in obscurity. He did not travel 
extensively. Only once did He cross the boundary of the country in which He 
lived; that was during His childhood exile. 

He possessed neither wealth nor influence. His relatives were inconspicuous, 
and had neither training nor formal education. In infancy He startled a king; 
in childhood He puzzled doctors; in manhood He ruled the course of nature, 
.walked upon the billows as if pavement, and hushed the sea to sleep. 

He healed the multitudes without medicine and made no charge for Hisser
vice. 

He never wrote a book, and yet all the libraries of the country could not hold 
the books that have been written about him . 

He never wrote a song,and yet He has furnished the theme for more than all 
the songwriters combined.- He never founded a college, but all the schools 
put together cannot boast of having as many students. 

~ He never practiced medicine, and yet He has healed more broken hearts than 
E al I the doctors far and near. 
:::s 
~ Every seventh day the wheels of commerce cease their turning and multitudes 
..-. wend their way to worshiping assemblies to pay homage and respect to Him. 

~ 
~ 

,_, 

~ 
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The names of the past proud statesman of Greece and Rome have come and 
gone. The names of past scientists, philosophers, and theologians have come 
and gone; but the name of the Man abounds more and more. Though time 
ahs spread two thousand years between the people of this generation and the 
scene of His crucifixion, yet He still lives. 

Herod could not destroy Him, and the grave could not hold Him. 

~ He stands in heavenly glory, proclaimed of God, as the. living, personal Christ, 
~ our Lord and Saviour. 
e I Verse A Week Club 

~ 



Se1·11ing God 

A WORTHWHILE READ 

James Bracy wrote his wife a love letter, and she.received it a f~w days ago. Nothing unusual 
about that, you say? What if I add the fact that it was written 46 years ago? As you might expect, 
there's more to this story .. ~ 

When Mr. Bracy was stationed in California with the Army in 1955, he wrote Sallie Bracy at her 
parents' home in Virginia. He put the ten-required six cents of postage on his letter and dropped 
it off at the post office. And that's where his letter stayed until it was found just last month ' by a 
construction crew in the process of dismantling the old building. It apparently fell between two 
walls in the mailroom and lay there undiscovered for all these years. 

Was Mrs. Bracy disinterested because,so much time had passed? Hardly! If anything, she said, it 
means more to her now than when he wrote it so long ago. Would that more of us felt that way 
about heaven's "love letter" to us. 

During National Bible Week in 1998, Jay Leno did one of his occasional on-the-street interviews. 
"Can you name one of the Ten Commandments?" he asked. "God helps those who help 
themselves?" offered someone. "Freedom of speech?" guessed another. 

"Name one of the apostles," Leno challenged his audience. They couldn't come up with even 
one. Then he asked if they could name the Beatles, and with one voice they shouted, "George, 
Paul, John, and Ringo!" Recent surveys indicate that this sort of biblical illiteracy isn't 
,uncommon in America. One survey has 12% saying Noah was married to Joan of Arc. Another. 
revealed that only 42% of those quizzed could identify who preached the Sermon on the Mount. 

Is it because the Bible is such an ancient document? Is it because we have a mistaken notion of 
what we'd find there? Are we just too busy? 

' 
Sallie Bracy cherishes her husband's four-page letter from 46 years ago. It is more precious than 
any other in her scrapbook bec,ause of the unl,lsyal and circuitous route by which it reached her.· 
I feel something similar to that about my Bible. Yes, it was first written a long time ago. But it 
has survived all these centuries against the determined efforts of many to destroy it. Then, when I 
finally pick it -up to read, I discover it tells a love story that involves you and me. · . 

If time with 1-(oly Scripture isn't.part of your routine, may I suggest you begin with the Gospel of 
John? I think you'll be thrilled by what you find there. 

Rubel Shelly & The Woodmont Hills Church 
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BIBLE TRIVIA PUZZLE #5 

This puzzle consists of a Bible trivia question, with several clues to help you answer it. To solve 
the puzzle, first answer as many of the clues as you can. Then, write the first letter of each clue 
answer in the space provided. These letters, when unscrambled, form the answer to the trivia 
question. Note: the clue answers themselves do not necessarily have any connection with the 
trivia answer - it is only their first letters that are important. 

' 

Trivia Question: What group got its name from the Hebrew verb that means "to separate"? 

Clues: 

(i) Priscilla's husband. (6 letters) 

(ii) What name is given to the Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament? (10 letters) 
I 

(iii) This is often used in poetry and prophecy as a symbol of strength. (4 letters) 

(iv) What name means "God with us"? (8 letters) 

(v) What b<;>ok contains the shortest chapter in the Bible? (6 letters) 

(vi) She helped the Jews capture Jericho. (5 letters) 

(vii) What City had the temple of Artemis (also called Diana)? (7 letters) 

(viii) The first king of Israel. (4 letters) 

(ix) What prophet did God say he was appointing as a watchman over Israel? (7 letters) 

Trivia Answer: 

Write down the first letter of the answer to each clue here: 

, \ 
~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ 

Now unscramble the letters to find the answer to the question. The answer will appear in next 
week's bulletin. , 

(Last week's answers - Clue answers: (i) lssachar, (ii) Psalms (chapter 119), (iii) Lois, (iv) Purple, (v) 
Incense, (vi) Ham, (vii) Image, (viii) Patmos. Trivia answer: PHILIPPI, named after King-Philip II of 
Macedon.) - Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
paper bags, tea, pancake mix and syrup, maca
roni and cheese, coffee, cereal soup. 

Your,Name, What Is It? 
The Indians used to give their children names 
they had earned. For example, some girl would 
be Laughing Water, Sunshine, or •Timid One. 
An Indian boy might be Running Feet, Wise 
Owl, or Great Hawk. Suppose God gave each 

·of his children a name that was earned and de
served to wear. There WO!.!ld be Helping Hand, 
Faithful Teacher, Generous Giver, Faithful Fol
lower, or Dependable Disciple. There also 
would be Unreliable, Luke Warm, Stingy 
Giver, Sporadic, Worshiper, or Nasty Nit-' 
Picker. QUESTION: 

WHAT WOULD YOUR NAME BE? 
-Selected 

Paradox Of Our Time 

Calendar 

December 
30 Services At Willowbrook 
30 Area-Wide Evening Worship 

At Northland 

January 
2 50's' Plus 
16 50's Plus 
18-19 Teen Lock-In 
20 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
26 Women's Bruhch 

Time Is 
Too slow for those_ who wait, 
To swift for those whp fear, , 

To long for those who grieve, 
To short for those who rejoice, 

But for t~ose who love God, 
TIME IS ETERNITY 

The paradox of our time in history is that we 
have taller buildings, but shorter tempers; 
wider freeways, but narrower points of view. 
·we spend rnore money, but have less quality . 
things to show for it; we buy more things,- but 
enjoy less. We have bigger houses but smaller 
families; more conveniences, but less time; we 
have more degrees, Hut less common sense; 
more knowledge, but impaired judgment; more· 
experts and more medicine, but less well-

-Via Findley Bulletin 

Contributions 
Last Week $4551 I Avg YTD $5751 

Russia $344 I Avg YTD $252 
ness. -Selected 

'Youth Min. $176 I Avg YTD $309 

Services 
Sunday Bible Swdy 
Sunday Worship Seivlce 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

northlandchurchofchrist.c~m 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Tom Barnhardt, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, 
Mike Hipes, Ray Thome, Charlie Yates 
Deacons: B rian Arnold, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack 
Evans, Don GiUesp ie, Lou Lawrence, Jack Mauersber:g, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes. Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Happy The Stor_m That ••• 

HAP~Y THE STORfyt THAT DRIVES US TO JESUS 

"Qn mine arm shall they trust" (Isaiah 51 :5). 

In 'seasons of severe trial, the Christian has nothing on earth that he 
can trust, and is therefore compelled to cast himself on his God alone. 
When his vessel is on its beam-ends, and no human deliverance can 
avail, he must simply and entirely trust himself to the providence and 
care of God. 

Happy the storm that wrecks a man on such a rock as this! 0 blessed 
hurricane that drives the soul to God and God alone! There is no get
ting at our God sometimes because of the multitude of our friends; 
but when a man is so poor, so friendless, so helpless that he has no-
where else to turn, he flies into his Father's arms, and is blessedly 
clasped therein! When he is burdened,with troubles so pressing and 
so peculiar, that he cannot tell them. to any ~ut his God, he may be 
thankful for them; for he will le~rn more of his Lord then than at any 
other time. 

"' Oh, tempest-tossed believer, it is a happy trouble that drives you to 
~ your Father! Now that you have only-your God to trust to, see that 
1: you put your full confidence in Him. Do not dishonor ydur Lord and 
e master by unworthy doubts and fears; but be strong in faith, giving 
:i! gloiyto God. Show the world that your God is worth ten thousand 
c:>"' worlds to you. . 
~ 

~ 
~ 

~ 

~ 
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' 
Be strong and very courageous, and the Lord your God shall certainly, 
as surely as He built the heavens and the earth, glorify Himself in your 
weakness, and magnify His might in the midst of your distress. The 
grandeur of the arch of heaven would be spoiled if the sky were sup- , 
ported by a single visible colL1mn, and your faith would lose its glory 
if it rested on anything discernible by the carnal eye. May the Holy 
Spirit give you rest in Jesus this day and month. 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
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Se1·11ing God 

·· THE POWER OF UNITY 

l Corinthians l :10: nNow lbe'seech_.y0u, b rettlrenA by_ the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all 
speak the same thing, and that there be no divis"ioils ~mong you; but that ye be perfectly' joined 
together in the same mind and in the. same judgment.~ 

There is power in unity. Christ said so, the apostles said so and our owri common sense will testify to 
this fact. Where there is no unity or unity is threatened, the work of God is hindered and inhibited. 

A tower, no matter how well the plans are laid, will not be built if contractors cannot commul'licate 
the same language - as our friends at Babel quickly discovered. A house, Christ said, divided 
amongst itself cannot stand. 

.By the same principle, a local assembly cannot weather the storms of today's culture and society if it 
does not stand together in unity. When the world becomes caught up in a climate of political 
correctness, the church should stand as a lighthouse - boldly and unashamedly proclaiming, 
adhering, and exemplifying the absolutes. The old landmarks the fathers of our faith have left as 
legacies. 

"That ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you. n 

This exhortation from the Apostle of Grace would be labeled sadly, as cultic by some today, yet God 
saw fit to include it in the Holy Scriptures. ·· . 

"But that ye be perfectly joined. n 

As living ston.es with Christ as pur Cornerstone, we must purpose to be p~rfectly joined together in the 
war that rages around us. It is not popular to be a Christian today. It is certainly not an easy thing to 
take up our crosses, deny ourselves, and ~hoose humility over the need to "be right." Yet is what we 
must do in our churches if we seek to please God and honor His commands. Honoring His 
commands, after all, is how He said we love Him. 

"In the same mind and in the same judgment. H 

Nothing is more threatening to the enemy's schemes than when a body of believers, however small it 
may be, bands together in the light of absolute truth, chooses humility and preferring one another. 
Nothing is more of a testimony to this sin-sick and politically-correct infested society we have become 
than when we. love one another. Believers of Jesus, let us come together and stand in truth that we 
may have the strength of an army:--- the army of the Lord of Hosts. 

Rachel Tamilio 
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BIBLE TRIVIA PUZZLE #6 

This puzzle consists of a Bible trivia question, with several clues to help you answer it. To solve 
the puzzle, first answer as many of the clues as you can . Then, write the first letter of each clue 
answer in the space provided. These letters, when unscrambled, form the answer. to the trivia 
question. Note: the clue answers themselves do not necessarily have any connection with the 
trivia answer:.. it is only their first letters that are important. 

Trivia Question: This city is important in the New Testament, and in the 1st century it was also the 
third largest city in the Roman Empire, after Rome itself and Alexandria. ·What city is it? 

Clues: 

(i) What was Shadrach's original (Hebrew) name? (8 letters) 

(ii) "By cal.ling this covenant new, he has made the first one .... " (8 letters) 

(iii) Jezebel's husband. (4 letters) 

(iv) Where Jesus turned the water into wine. (4 letters) 

(v) Paul left his cloak in this city. (5 letters) 

(vi) What was the capital city of the Assyrian Empire? (7 letters) 

(vii) The name of.Cornelius's cohort (or regiment). (7 letters) 

Trivia Answer: 

Write.down the first letter of the answer to each clue here: 

Now unscramble the letters to find the answer to the question . The answer will appear in next 
week's bulletin. ' 

This is the last of our holiday puzzles, The series on 1 John will resume next week on this page. 

(Last week's answers - Clue answers: (i) Aquila, (ii) Septuagint, (iii) Horn, (iv) Immanuel, (v) Psalms 
(chapter 117), (vi) Rahab, (vii) Ephesus, (viii) Saul, (ix) Ezekiel. Trivia answer: PHARISEES - they 
began with the goal of keeping themselves separated from worldly influences.) 

- Mark W. Garner 
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