
Family Information 

· Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of fhe following: 
paper towels, kleenex, toilet paper, paper gro
cery bags, shampoo, toothpaste. 

Special Thanks 
A special thanks to the Evans and Hunt families 
who brought a donation of food for the Food 
Pantry (a full grocery shopping cart). Instead of 
their usual "Family Gift Exchange", each person 
brought food and other items for the Food Pan
try. Great! 

Hospitalized 
Tonya Milnor is in University Hospital, room 
683 Doans Hall. She will be in the hospital until 
the b,aby is born. Her phone number is 293-
1087. Visits would be appreciated but please call 
first. 

Offering Envelopes 
The 1999 offering envelopes are on the table in 
the foyer. If you do not have envelopes and 
would like a set, please see Pam Estep. 

Prayers needed 
Please continue to pray for Gladys Abrams and 
also for Leon. The doctors she went to'see in 
New York were unable to treat her and they re
turned home Last Tuesday. 

Food Pantry 
The total number of people helped by the Food 
Pantry in 1998 is 1055! The largest number since 
we began in 1989. Thanks to all who helped in 
so many ways. To God be the Glory! 

Calenda1· 

January 
3 Consolidated Evening Worship 

All Groups Meet At The Building 
6 SO's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
16 Services At Franklin County Corrections 
17 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 SO's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
31 5th Sunday Fellowship Activity 
31 Services At Franklin County Corrections 

Weigh Down Workshop 
Do you ever feel in bondage to Food? If you 
have been searching for an answer to your out
of-control eating habits, or are struggling with 
overeating or other addictive behavior, the 
Weigh Down Workshop may be just for you. 
Orientation is Tuesday, January 5, 1999 at 7:00 
p.m. The first class is Tuesday, January 12, 1999 
at 7:00 p.m. 

Contributions 

Last Week $3559 I Avg YTD $3559 

Russia $180 IAvgYTD $180 

Youth Min. $100 I AvgYTD $100 

Youth Min Total I _.. $13329 

Services 
Sun·day Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
WQ.dndday Evening 

Elder.-.: WilbULAllen, Frank Chappell, Roy EStep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Deacons: ,t3rian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack ~vans~ Don Gillesp_ie, L<:J_u 
5:.JO pm Lawrence, Saqi Leslie, Jatj\ Mauersbe.(g, Beryl McMasters, 
.7:00 pm Mark Morri.S, Charlie Yates , 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Burden Bearers 
"Bear one another's burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ." 

Burdens come to all of us at one time or another, and when they come, 
we must bear them for ourselves. No one else can suffer for us, and no 
one else can carry the load for us. However, we can be supported in those 
difficult times by the prayers and understanding of loved ones and friends. 
It is when we are too proud to admit our need of others that we are in the 
greatest danger. ' 

Several years ago, it was my privilege to see the giant Redwood trees of 
California which tower as much as 300 feet above the ground. One might 
think that such giant trees would have very deep roots, but this is not the 
.case. The Redwoods have unusuaify shallow root systems that reach out 
in all directions. This enables them to drink in the greatest amount of sur
face moisture. It is most unusual to see any of these trees standing alone 
because the high winds would quickly uproot them; but growing in clus
ters as they do; their roots intertwine with the roots 'of other trees. The in
tertwining roots provide support for .al I of the trees against the storms. We 
can le~rn a valuable lesson from those trees. 

When Jesus entered the last critical hours of His ministry on this earth, He 
went to the Garden of Gethsemane. He knew that the Cross was in His 
immediate future, hut as He entered the garden, He looked for support 
from Peter, James and Jbhn. He wanted their prayerful compassion and 
encouragement in that trying time, but they disappointed Him. The sight 
of His sleeping disciples in those last crucial moments before His enemies 
came to seize Him must have made the isolation ·otGethsemane even 
more painful. 

If Jesus, the Son of God, wanted the support of His friends in His hour of 
crisis, how much more we need the support of one another when we have 
unusual burdens to bear or suffering to endure. It is not an indication of 
weakness to rely upon the help that others can provide. After all, we are 
the instruments of God on this earth to minister to the ne~ds of each other. 

Let's be willing to ask others to help us with the burdens we must bear, 
and let's be alert for opportunities to lend support to others who may be 
struggling with their own burdens. This reciprocal effort will strengthen 
the' Church as we work for mutual edification. 

Doyle Wells 



SerJ1ing God 

Honesty Commandment Nine _ 

"You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor." Exodus 20: 16 

"O Lord, who shall sojourn in thy tent? Who shall dwell on thy holy hill? He who walks blamelessly, 
and does what is right, and speaks truth from his heart; who does not slander with his tongue; and does 
no evil to his friend, nor takes up a reproach against his neighbor." Psalms 15:1~3 

"He who gives a right answer kisses the lips." Proverbs 24:26 

Tell the truth. Don't you believe this to be an important commandment? 
One of my all-time favorite Cary Grant movies, Ch~rade, contains ·the analogy of two Indian 

tribes, the Lying Blackfeet and the Truthful Whitefeet. You come up to an Indian (wearing moccasins) 
and ask him if he is a Truthful Whitefoot or a Lying Blackfoot. He, of course, tells you that he is a Truth-
ful Whitefoot. .. but which is he? • . 

This goes to show that when deception of any kind enters the scene, trust is shattered. God tells 
us not to "bear false witness." We are to tell things as they are with no falsehood. I know that in general 
day-to-day life most of us, as Christians, can handle being honest. A bold-faced lie would seem obvious 
to us. Unfortunately, though, more often it seems that we're tempted to "bend" the truth or mislead oth
ers. This is much subtler and easier for Satan to manipulate in our minds. Rationalization is often our 
unseen enemy. 

Truth, however, is our best friend. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. The ultimate truth is 
the reality of eternity and God's love. This truth will set us free, as Jesus tells us in Jqhn 8:32. God is our 
example of honesty and goodness, and, because of this, we can completely trust what His Word tells us. 
Truth in earthly terms is only a fraction of what eternal truth is. It begins with an honest and sincere 
heart, committed to God and His law. 

Honesty is at the very core of Jesus' message. Over and over again he reminds us that He is tell
ing us the truth. Without it, everything crumbles. He wants us to treat those around us with the same 
honesty that he pours out on us. If Satan is the father of lies, we need to be as honest as we can! He is a 
deceiver, and God wants us to have no part with him. · 

Let's practice being open and honest, not to mention loving to our neighbor. It's what we would 
want, isn't it? 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
*Remember how it felt the last time you "came clean" with something or really were honest with some
one. Didn't it feel like a breath of fresh air for the soul? 

Prayers: 
*Let's be loving and open with others, asking for God's help. 

- Linda Chivington 
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Growth In Jestis 

SMASHING OUR IDOLS: 
A Study of Idolatry Based On Isaiah 44 

Week One: The Concept of Idolatry 

Every human worships something. Since most ref
use to worship God, they have set up a large num
ber of idols, or false gods, to worship instead. Un
fortunately, many of these idols attract worship not 
only from pagans, but also from believers in the 
church of Jesus Christ. Just as the Old Testament 
Jews looked around at the idols being worshiped 
by their pagan neighbors, and found them attrac
tive, so today many Christians look around at the 
idols of unbelievers, and become ensnared in 
them, failing to realize their hideous and destruc
tive nature. 

We know that the Word of God condemns idola
try in the strongest possible terms, both in the Old 
and New Testaments. Most believers are further 
aware that God's definition of idolatry includes 
much more than the crass, blatant worship of 
graven images. Unfortunately, the definitions and 
conceptualizations that many believers have of 
idolatry are conveniently formulated so as to ex
clude most of the more insidious forms of idolatry 
practiced even by Christians. Too often we settle 
for a definition of idolatry that says something like, 
"an idol is anything you put ahead of God". This is 
usually assumed to mean that something is an idol 
ff a person places it above God on a list of priori
ties: giving it t_he best of one's time and energy, or 
selecting the idol instead of God if forced to 
choose. · Of course, anything that actually is put 
"ahead" of God in this way is an obvious idol. But 
this type of definition falls woefully short of being 
adequate for a serious disciple of Christ, because 

there are a great many iuols in humans' lives Lhal 
they do not actually put "ahead" of God in this ob
vious kind of way. 

Consider the struggles that the Old Testament Jews 
had with idolatry. Many of them (especially in the1 

Southern Kingdom of Judah) were at the same time 
diligently worshiping God, usually wiih much 
more outward zeal than they gave to the idols. For 
most of them, their idolatry was not intended to 
replace God, or even to come ahead of him. Their 
mistake was in looking to the idols to be there in 
case God could not meet all their needs or would 
not fulfill all their desires. They wanted to make 
sure they didn't "miss out on" an idol that might be 
able to help them. Many thus had great difficulty 
understanding why the prophets bitterly de
nounced their idols, because'they were quite sure 
that they did not put their idols "ahead" of God. 

I 

· in order more fully to understand idolatry as it actu
ally exists around us, we have to study more care
fully its basic characteristics. To oversimplify just a 
bit, an idol is anything that we expect to play a role 
in our lives that only God was meant to play: pro
viding a purpose to our lives, saving us from our 
sins and lostness, being a fit object of w~rship, and 
so forth. Next time, we shall study this idea fur
ther, by reflecting on Isaiah 44:9-23, one of the 
most pointed denunciations of idolatry in the Scrip
tures. 

- Mark W. Carner 

(Answer to final Hidden Verse puzzle: The Lord 
says, Let my people go, EXODUS 8: 1, 8:20) 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
paper towels, kleenex, toilet paper, paper gro
cery bags, shampoo, toothpaste. 

Secret Sisters 
There will be a Secret Sister get together on Jan. 
21, 7:30 pm at Chip Evans house. See Chip, 
Cindi Gillespie or Diana Morris for more infor-
mation. · 

Hospitalized 
Tonya Milnor is in University Hospital, roo~ 
683 Doans Hall. She will be in the hospital until 
the baby is born. Her phone number is 293-
1087. Visits and calls are limited at this time, 
please check with Don first. 

Offering Envelopes 
The 1999 offering envelopes are on the table in 
the foyer. If you do not have envelopes and 
would like a set, please see Pam Estep. 

Meals 
If you would I ike to help with meals for the 
Abrams's, please see Pam Estep. 

Teens 

Calendar 

January 
6 SO's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
16 Services At Franklin County Corrections 
17 SO's Plus ."Eat Out Sunday" 
20 SO's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
21 Secret Sisters Get Together 7:30 p.m. 

At Chip Evans House 
31 5th Sunday Fellowship Activity 
31 Services At Franklin County Corrections 

Leadership Meeting 
The Leadership Retreat follow-up meeting 
scheduled for 8: 15 last Wednesday has been 
rescheduled next Wednesday 1/13/99 - same 
place (E31 ), same time (8:15-9:00 p.m.). If you 
attended the December 5 meeting, come to 
next Wednesday's meeting prepared to share 
your new ideas for 1999. Among other things, 
we want to complete the scheduling and post
ing of this year's events on our 1999 calendar. 

All high school teens should meet with the' mid- I Contributions 
die school teens in Charlie Yates room today. If 
anyone has a van they would be willing to trade I Last Week $4066 I Avg YTD $3813 

for a car for the week-end ~f January 15-17 for Russia $155 Av YTD $168 
the teens to use to go Huntington, WV to a youth g 
rally, please contact Lloyd Snyder by Sunday. Youth Min. $435 Avg YTD $268 

Seniices 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Youth Min Total .... $13764 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Ge'ne· ~ince, ·Ray Thorne 
9~30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 

t0:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney;"Darrelt'Este_p, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris; Charlie Yates 

Eva11gelists: Mike Hipell,Torn Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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.The Unseen Through God's Eyes 
John tells us the story in Chapter 13 of his Gospel. 

It was just one day before Jesus would be nailed to a cross. One day 
before He would be stripped and whipped and mocked and spat upon. 
In less than a day worthless hooligans would earn their unholy bribes 
by telling vicious lies about our Lord in court, bumbling lies conceived 
by evil men as a flimsy pretext for sentencing the Son of God to death. 

/ 

As John Describes Jesu,s on the brink of the worst day in His life, the 
Apostle writes one of the- most astonishing lines in the Bible. He tells 
us that with our Lord fully aware of the mental anguish and then physi
cal pain which faced him only hours away, Jesus knew "that the Fath~r 
had given all things into his hands." 

What an amazing perspective for a man about to be tortured and mur
dered! 

With typical British understatement Leon Morris writes about this verse: 
"The.heavenly perspective is not that of .earth." 

That's for sure. If somebody was about to nail me to a cross, I might be 
screaming in fear and praying for help, but I seriously doubt that I 
would be overwhelmed with a consciousness of how much God was 
blessing and empowering me at that moment. 

Jesus obviously was able to see something in His circumstances that 
would have eluded me. 

"Man sees not as Cod see," Scripture reminds us. 

Jesus viewed the cross through the eyes of the Father., Beyond its terror 
and torment He_ saw God's love and strength. 

Maybe I'm missing something. Maybe I need to take a closer look at 
my own griefS. In my times of fear [lnd weakness and pain; God help 
me to see tokens of Your goodness and grace. 

' Gene Shelburne 



Se1·14ng God 

·coveting Commandment Ten 

"Do not desire another man's house; do not desire his wife, his slaves, his cattle, his donkeys, or anything 
else that he owns." Exodus 20: 1 7 

"There is great gain in godliness with contentment; for we brought nothing into the world; but if we have 
food and clothing, with these we shall be content. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into 
a snare, into many senseless and hurtful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of 
money is the root of all evils; it is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith ." 

I Timothy 6:6-1 Oa 

God calls us to be content, in all circumstances.· That's a tall order, at times! It's tough in today's 
society to see all the luxuries that a privileged few have and enjoy. Especially in the television age, we may 
easily get a distorted view of what we "should" have. In a conversation I had with missionary Yves Perriard, 
he told me he thought one of the most difficult things about living in this country is controlling yourself 
among al I the excesses. · 

\(Ve have all been given a purpose and position from God. We may not always appreciate where 
we are or what we're given, but God calls us to be content. It's easy to look around at our peers and feel 
cheated that they seem to have better things, more things, or have achieved success.more easily. Let me re
mind us all (myself included) that we need to remember our place in God's universe. He's in charge and 
we need to humbly accept what He's given us with a grateful heart. We are blessed to have life and breath
all the other things we need God promises to give us as well (Matthew 6:25-34) . 

Coveting is an act of selfishness. God wants us to focus our energy on His work. We should look 
at our needs (or so-called needs) last. He's taking care of them anyway. 

In literature throughout the ages, this lesson comes up again and again. The story Faust is a prime 
· example. He wants all these things that others have, but in the end it only leads to misery. When we try to 
place our desires first, we always end up on the bottom. -When it comes right down to it, our Savior had 
nothing in earthly terms; he was a simple carpenter, had fishermen friends, no real home and no great 
wealth ... yet he had peace. What right have we to wnine or demand more than the abundant life we've 
been given? Everything we have is a gift from God! 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
*When we find ourselves desiring what others have, let's see it as sin; we need to repent and see ourselves 
with perspective. 

Prayers: 
*Let's pray that we can be humble before God, praising Him for the success.of our neighbors, rather than 
resenting their good fortune. 

*Let's also thank God for all He's given (it really is an awful lot, especially if you consider the gift of eternal 
life ... )I 

- Linda Chivington 
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6/'owt/1 /11 Jesus 

SMASHING .OUR IDOLS: 
A Study of Idolatry Based On Isaiah 44 

Week Two: 
The Basic Characteristics of Idolatry 

Isaiah prophesied at a time of spiritual crisis. Dur
ing his early years, God's people were divided into 
two kingdoms, a Northern Kingdom (called Israel 
or Samaria) that blatantly worshiped idols, with lit
tle -pretense of worshiping God, and a Southern 
Kingdom (called Judah, where Isaiah himself lived) 
where outwardly there was a lot of zealous wor
ship of the living God, but which covered up ram
pant idolatry. Isaiah was alive when God handed 
over the Northern Kingdom to the pagan Assyri
ans. The Assyrians killed many of the Jews, de
stroyed their cities, stole their possessions, and ex
iled and enslaved the survivors .. Isaiah warned the 
Southern Kingdom that this would · someday -be 
their fate too, because their outward worship of 
God .was not enough to give them a secure rela
tionship with him, as long as they harbored and 
tolerated idols in their community. 

The last 27 chapters of Isaiah look ahead to the 
days when this sad discipline would come to pass, 
when the remainder of God's people, though se
cure and prosperous during most of Isaiah's career 
(with the exception of a small number of short-term 
crises) would be conquered, humiliated, and taken 
into captivity by the Babylonians. Isaiah knew 
well that God never sends discipline for its own 
sake, but rather imposes it in the hopes of spiritual 
growth. In particular, God did not only want his 
people to acknowledge that their idolatry was 
wrong, he very much wished them to understand 
why it was wrong and foolish. 

Of Lhc several passages in Isaiah that condemn 
idols, Isaiah 44:9-23 is one that fully explains how 
and why idols work. Isaiah presents a harshly deri
sive picture of an idolater creating an idol for him
self. The insensate idolater is portrayed as diligent 
and even clever, as far as achieving his intended 
purpose goes, but it is clear that he is deeply igno
rant and self-absorbed, to the point where he is in
capable of seeing the spiritual realities involved in 
idolatry. Take note, in particular, of these three 
salient features of idol worship. In the next few 
weeks, we shall examine each in more detail: 

1) Idols have no value other than what humans 
believe they have. The foolish idolater makes his 
"god" using lifeless materials that could just as eas
ily have been used to serve some other mundane 
purpose. Then he simply decides that this creation 
has special value, and bows down. to it. So too, 
most of the popular ' idols in our society 
(materialism, popularity, success, &c) are inher
ently worthless, with no value except what de
luded humans think they have. 

2) Worshiping idols is just another way of wor~ 
shiping self. Idols have always been popular be
cause they allow us to worship ourselves, while 
seeming to have a higher purpose in mind. In 
Isaiah, this idolater is worshiping himself through 
his workmanship: "I put all that effort into it, so it 
must be important". Other popular idols allow hu
mans to worship self in other w~ys. 

3) Once we have given idols significance, it is 
hard to realize them for what they are. This fool 
never sees the emptiness of his idol after he de
cides to worship it, and remains blinded by it for
ever. Most of the idols we see around us have this 
same blinding effect. 

- Mark W. Garner 
,. 

3 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
paper towels, kleenex, toilet paper; paper gro
cery bags, shampoo, toothpaste. 

Secret Sisfers 
The Secret Sisters of Northland will be meeting 
on Thursday January 21st, 7:30 p.m. at Chip 
Evans House. Please bring a snack and a drink to 
share and your final "Surprise" for your Secret 
Sister. See you there. 

.Hospitalized 
Tanya Milnor is in University Hospital, room 683 
Doan Hall . She will be in the hospital until the 
baby is born. Her phone number is 293-1087. 
Visits and calls are limited at this time, please 
check with Don first. 

Sympathy 
We would like to express our sympathy to Leon 
Abrams and family at the death of Gladys last 
Tuesday. The fu'neral was Saturday. 

"You make the gateways 
of the momfng a11d the evelling 

shout for joy." 

Psalm 65:8 

Calendar 

January 
17 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 SO's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
21 Secret Sisters Get Together 7:30 p.m. 

At Chip Evans House 
31 5th Sunday Fellowship Activity 
31 Services At Franklin County Corrections 

Men's Weigh Down Workshop 
A 12-week session of the Weigh Down Work
shop for men only will begin on Wednesday 
January 27 during the regular 7:00 p.m. Bible 
class hour. An orientation meeting giving de
tai Is of the content and cost of the program wi 11 

be held Wednesday January 2Q at.that same 7 
o'clock hour. If you desire to take the focus off 
food and put it on God, and at the same time 
lose some of that "flesh you've added over the 
last few weeks (or months, or years), come on -
the 20th and find out about the program. The 
room will be announced and/or posted in the· 
foyer before the orientation meeting. 

-Ray Thorne 

Contributions 

Last Week $7030 I Avg YTD $4885 

Russia $250 I Avg YTD $195 

Youth Min. $370 AvgYTD $302 

Youth Min Total .... $14134 

Seniices 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 

9:30 am. 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
b eacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley; 

W cdt1esday Evening 

Steve Carver, ~ynn Chjl!Dpney, DarrellEstep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie. Lou 
Lawrence, Sam Leslie, JackMauers.berg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
E vangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Three Trees 
Once there were three trees on a hill in a woods. They were discuss
ing their hopes and dreams when the first tree said "Someday I hope to 
be a treasure chest. I could be filled with gold, silver and precious 
gems. I could be decorated with intricate carving and everyone would 
see the beauty." 

The second tree said "Someday I will be a mighty ship. I will take 
kings and queens across the water and sail to the corne

1
rs of the world . 

Everyone will feel safe in me because of the strength of my hull." 

Finally the third tree said " I want to grow to be the tallest and straight
est tree in the forest. People will see me on top of the hill and look up 
o my branches, and think of the heavens and God and how close to 

them I am reaching. I will be the greatest tree of ~II time and people 
will always remember me .. " 

After a few years of praying that their dreams would come true, a group 
of woodsmen came upon the trees. When one came to the first tree 
he said, "This looks like a strong tree, I think I should be able to sell the 
wood to a carpenter" ·and he began cutting it down. The tree was 
happy because he knew that the carpenter would make him into a 
treasure chest. · 

At the second tree a woodsman said, "This looks like a strong tree, I 
should be able to sell it to the shipyard." The second tree was happy 
becaus·e he knew he was on his way to becoming a mighty ship. 

When the woodsmen came upon the third tree, the tree was frightened 
because he knew that if they cut him down his dreams would not 
come true. One of the woodsman said, "I don't need anything special 
from my tree so I'll take this one" and he cut it down. 

When the first tree arrived at the carpenters, he was made into a feed 
box for animals. He was then placed in a barn and filled w ith hay. 
This was not at all what he had prayed for. 

The second tree was cut and made into a small fishing boat. His 
dreams of being a mighty ship and c;arrying kings had come to an end. 
The third tree was cut into large pieces and left along in the dark. 

(Continued on page 2) 



The years went by, and the trees forgot about their dreams. Then one day, a man and woman 
came to the barn. She gave birth and they placed the baby in the hay in the feed box that was 
made form the first tree. The man wished that he could have made a crib for the baby, but this 
manger would have to do. The tree could feel the importance of this even and knew that it had 
held the greatest treasure of all time. 

Years later, a group of men got in the fishing boat made from the second tree. One of them was 
tired and went to sleep. While they were out on the water, a great ·storm arose and the tree didn't 
think it was strong enough to keep the men safe. The men woke the sleeping man, and he stood 
and said "peace" and the storm stopped. At this time, the tree knew that it had carried the king of 
kings in it's boat. 

· Finally, someone came and got the third tree. It was carried through the streets as the people 
mocked the man who was carrying it. When they came to a stop, the man was nailed to the tree 
and raised in the air to die at the top of a hill. When Sunday came, the tree came to realize that it 
was strong enough to stand at the top of the hill and be as close to God as was possible, because 
Jesus had been crucified on it. 

The moral of this story is that when things don't seem to be going your way, always know that 
. God has a plan for you. If.you place your trust in Him, He will give you great gifts. Each of the 

trees got what they wanted, just not in the way they had imagined. 

I 

We don't always know what God's plans are for us. We just know that His ways are not our 
ways, but His ways are alw~ys best. 

(An old story that a couple of our members shared with us to put in the bulletin) 

"For ~y thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 
ways," declares the LORD. "As the heavens are higher than the 

earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and 'f!lY thoughts than 
your thoughts. As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud 
and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the 

eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return 
to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the pur

pose for which I sent it." 
Isaiah 55:8-11 
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61'offllh In Jes11s 

SMASHING OUR IDOLS: 
A Study of Idolatry Based On Isaiah· 44 

Week Three: 
The Inherent Worthlessness of Idols 

In Isaiah's critical portrayal of an idolater in Isaiah 
44:9-23, one of the three major ·characteristics of 
idolatry that is illustrated is: Idols have no value 
other than what humans believe they have. An 
idol is inherently useless and has no genuine 
value, power, significance, or me9-ning, no matter 
how loudly ·or how persistently Its worshipers 
claim that it does. 

Isaiah describes a fool making an idol for himself. 
The lifeless materials he uses could just as easily 
have been used to make a chair, a table, or some 
other completely inert object. Or, he could have 
used them to build a fire, cook food, or to serve 
some other mundane purpose. But the idolater is 
not perceptive enough to realize that the very na
ture of such material precludes anything made 
from it having any spiritual power. Instead, this 
benighted oaf decides that his creation has special 
value, and bows down to it. He thinks that if he 
"just believes" hard enough, his idol 'will help him. 

Perhaps he will then persuade others that his idol 
has value, and they too will accept this, without 
seeing that it is a lifeless piece of junk. That is how 
specific idols came to be worshiped in Isaiah's day: 
some superficially clever creator would pass off his 
hunk of wood or metal as being important, and as 
having some kind of power. Our society does ex
actly the same things with its contemporary gods 
and idols - humans just decide (or accept someone 
else's foolish decision) that certain things have 

value. Then they think that if they believe it hard 
enoueh, it will romP trnP. 

For example, our society puts great stock in having 
a successful career. The idol of career is passed 
along from person to person, and from generation 
to generation. Worship services for this idol fea
ture such mindless chants as "You've got to get ' 
ahead", and "I have to do what I have to do", or 
the like. The worshipers do not like to acknowl
edge that most successful persons crave further ac
complishments even more, and are never satisfied, 
nor that no matter how much money someone 
makes, he or she almost always feels that happi
ness would come "if only I had a little more". 

There are of course individuals who have success 
and happiness, and there are 'individuals who are 
unsuccessful and unhap,py. But there are just as 
many happy persons with little worldly success, 
and highly successful persons who are deeply un
happy and miserable. There is no real correlation: 
having a great career does nothing for one's peace 
or security - or one's soul. Happiness and security 
depend entirely on other aspects of one's life. Eve
ryone knows this to be true, but few have· the cour
age oftheir convictions to act upon it. Too many 
persons, even believers, live in denial and keep 
thinking that it will work for them if they just try 
hard enough. 

This is just one example. Later, when we begin to 
examine specific idols around us, we shall see the 
various ways that contemporary idolaters have 
found to avoid admitting that their idols have no 
real value. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry needs: hot chocolate, paper 24 
towels, kleenex, toilet paper, paper grocery bags, I 31 
toothpaste, pancake mix, pancake syrup. 

·· ~ongratulations 31 

Don and lanya Milnor have a baby boy. James 
Christopher Milnor was born January 17. He 3 
weighs 2 lb. 10 3/4 oz and is 14 3/4 inches long. 4 
Tanya is room 741 Doan Hall. Her phone num- 6 
ber is 293-1108. · 18 

19-21 Northland Family Birthday Party 
Don't foiget'our family Birthday Party on January 21 
31. Also, check to make sure someone signed up 20 
in the lobby to provide a birthday cake for your 20 
birth month. Questions or suggestions? See Sam 24 
Leslie, Lynn Champney, or Will Biclkey. 27 

Calendar 

January 
Parents Of Teens Potluck 
5th Sunday Fellowship Activity-
Family Birthday Party In The Evenii:ig 
Services· At Franklin County Corrections 

February 
SO's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
Bible Study At Orient 6:00 p.m. 
Ladies 1st "Brunch Day" 10:00-12:00 
Bible Study At Orient 6:00 p.m. 
Winterfest "99" Gatlinburg Tenn 
50's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
Northland Building Work Day 
Services At Franklin County Corrections 
SO's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
Northland "Board Game Olympics" 

Weigh Down Workshop 
The start of the Weigh Down Workshop for men Please Note ! 
announced in Sunday's bulletin will be delayed Please leave the handicapped parking spaces 
two weeks since Ray will be out of town the next "Especially those close to the entrance," open 
two Wednesday nights. The orientation meeting during all services. We have some people who 
will be held February 3. are being deprived of this convenience. 

Parents of Teens Roy Estep for the Elders 

Remember the potluc~meeti~g this Sunday,_ Contributions 
January 24 after morning services. Please bring a 1------------.-------- --1 
dish and join us. Teens will be asked to watch Last Week $4919 Avg YTD, $4894 
the children in another room during the meeting. 1----------+---------1 
See one of the teen leaders for more information. Russia $225 Avg YTD $203 

Hospitalized Youth Min. $155 Avg YTD $265 
Mildred Thorne, Ray's mother, is in St. Ann's 
Hospital. She fell and broke her hip. I Youth Min Total I ...._ $14289 

Services 
unday Bjble Study 

•Sunday Wor$hlp Service 
unday Eveniog 

We'dneselay Evening 

Elders: Wilb1¥ Allen, Frank Chappe_ll, RQy Es~ep, Gene Prince/ Ray·TJ10me 
9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Torn Barnhardl Joe Barozz_i]fi, JQhn Br~d1ey, 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Dan;'ell Estep, Jack Evans, Dop_,Giijespre, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl Mcivlasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris,.Cbarlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Ripes,Tom Barnhardt " 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 

I 

c 
z 
<C· 
..J 

:c 
I-

0::: 

0 

""' .. C\I 

~ 
i::: 

~ 

Your Word So Truth 

·A businessman was interviewing applicants for the position of divi
sional manager. He devised a simple test to select the most suitable 
person for the job. He asked each applicant the question, "What is two 
and two?" 

The first inte ~viewee was a journalist. His answer was "twenty-two." 

The second applicant was an engineer. He pulled out a calculator and 
showed the answer to be between 3.999 and 4.001. 

The next person was a lawyer. He stated that in the case of Jenkins v. 
Commr. of Stamp Duties, ~o and two was proven to be four. 

The last applicant was an accountant. The businessman asked him, 
"How much is two and two?" 

The accountant got up from his chair, went over to the door, closed it 
then came back and sat down. He leaned across the desk and said in a 
low voice, "How much do you want it to be?" 

While we see numerous attempts to "bend the truth", "hedge the 
truth", or "fudge a bit", the truth is that truth can't be changed. Two 
plus two will always equal four no matter how many people say other
wise. The same can be said of any truth, including the truth of God's 
Word. No matter how many people disagree with what God has said, 
His truth will not be changed. 

"I see the treacherous, and am disgusted, because they do not keep 
Your word. Consider how I love Your precepts; Revive me, 0 LORD, 
according to Your lovingkindness. The entirety of Your word is truth, 
and every one of Your righteous judgments endures forever.~ (Psalm 
119:158-160) 

How comforting to know that we can live our lives founded whiat we 
can know to be truth! 

Alan Smith (Boone, NC) 



Serving God 

THE MODEL PRAYER 
AND WHY IT WAS GIVEN 

"More things are wrought by prayer than this 
world dreams of." Wrote Alfred Lord Ten
nyson. But if prayer is the most powerful force 
in the world, it is also no doubt the most ne
glected and the least understood. And perhaps 
no prayer is so universally known and re
peated, yet so little understood, as the one 
commonly known as "The Lord's Prayer." 

In the light of the intended purpose of this 
prayer, this lack of understanding seems ironic. 
Woodworth observes, "Clearly the object of the 
Lord's Prayer was not to teach prayer in the ab
stract, but rather to correct false notions regard
ing con:imunion with God." 

Let us look first at the circumstances under 
which it was given. As our Lord emerged from 
a night of.prayer, His waiting disciples saw 
how changed His countenance was. It radiated 
a glory that was not of this earth. One of them,
perhaps yearning for a touch of this radiant 
glory upon his own life and feeling keenly his 
lack of it, said to Him, "Lord, teach us to 
pray" (Luke 11: 1 ). 

This is the heart-cry of millions today, for the 
desire to pray is instinctive in man. Yet so of
ten even the true believer feels his inadequacy 
in this area. And of those who do pray, many 
have such a false view of prayer that it has be
come for them only "vain repetitions." Some 
almost seem to regard prayer as a form of 
"magic" incantations which, if repeated often 
enough an? fervently enoygh, will produce 

(hopefully) the effects they desire. 

In answer to the request, the Lord gave them a 
model prayer. We are to pray after this man
ner - not always with these words, but always 
in this method, always in this spirit, and always 
for some or all of the things summed up in 
these brief sentences. As brief as it is, when we 
explore it's true meanings we can begin to real
ize that it is the perfect response to that heart
cry of the race, "Teach us to pray." 

The late Dr. Adolph Saphir wrote: "It is a 
model prayer ... It is beautiful and symmetri
cal, like the most finished work of art. The 
words are plain and unadorned, yet majestic; 
and so transparent and appropriate that, once 
fixed in the memory, no other expressions ever 
mix themselves up with them ... Grave and 
solemn are the petitions, yet the serenity and 
tranquil confidence, the peace and joy which 
they breathe, prove attractive to every heart. 

The Prayer is short, that it may be quickly 
learned, easily remembered, and frequently 
used; but it contains all things pertaining to life 
and godliness. In its simplicity it seems 
adapted purposely for the weakness of the in
experienced and ignorant, and yet none can · 
say that he is familiar with the heights and 
depths which it reveals, and with the treasures 
of wisdom it contains. It is calm and suited to 
the even tenor of our daily life, and yet in times 
of trouble and conflict the church has felt its 
value and power more especially, has discov
ered ane~ that it anticipates every difficulty 
and danger, that it solves every problem, and 
comforts the disciples of Christ in every tribula
tion of the world. 

-Spires Zodhiates (abridged from Pulpit Helps) 
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Growth /11 Jesus 

SMASHING OUR IDOLS: 
A Study of Idolatry Based On Isaiah 44 

Week Four 
Idols are Merely Disguised Worship of Self 

I ' 

In Isaiah 44, the second vital point shown about 
idolatry is: Worshiping idols is just another way of 
worshiping self. A major reason why idols are 
popular is that they allow us to worship ourselves, 
while seeming to have a higher purpose. In Isaiah 
44, this is obvious: this idolatrous workman is liter
ally worshiping his own work. As primitive as this 
is, we still see exactly this type of idolatry of hu
man activity and agendas. Think of how often you 
have heard a person demand respect or attention 
for something they have done, because "I worked 
so hard on this". Most idolatrous self-worship is 
less obvious, but at least as bad. Most forms use 
some superficially noble slogan or rationalization 
to hide the fact that someone craves worship for 
themselves, but cannot admit it openly. 

Consider the man who worships his career, who 
hurts his family by neglecting them emotionally, 
and who does not devote himself to a ministry in 
the church. He can use the excuse that he is pur
suing an "important" goal that will eventually 
benefit everyone. He can claim ·that his actions 
will result in improved material conditions for his 
family (who probably would rather have his com
pany and spiritual leadership). He can claim that 
his diligent pursuit of promotions and better salary 
will someday put more money in the c_hurch's col
lection plate (when right now they are desperate 
for Bible teachers, evangelistic workers, and wor
ship leaders). But he is really just worshiping him
self and serving himself, and has created in his 

mind an idol that justifies what he wanted to do 
anyway. 

Or, consJ°der the person whose idol is his "rights", 
who is always resistant to doing anything for the 
church unless we can show him where the exact 
command is given, and who often goes out of his 
way to do things that he knows other Christians 
disapprove of. Such an individual likes to claim 
that he is upholding a "principle" of great impor
tance, and may recite clever slogans to promote his 
erroneous opinions. But in reality, such behavior 
is just extreme selfishness, thinly veiled by a pa
thetic idol. His real purpose is to rationalize a self
ish lifestyle wherein he can do as he pleases and 
avoid responsibility. 

Now if you have ever dealt with individuals such 
as the$e, you know that most humans react quite 
violently when their idols are threatened. And our 
main point this week explains why: it is because 
any criticism of their idols is perceived, in their 
hearts, as an attack on themselves. If you ever 
make a spiritual point to someone else, and he or 
she unexpectedly replies with an ungodly personal 
attack such as "your heart is bad", "you wouldn't 
understand anyway", "who are you to judge me", 
"you're just biased", "you don't care about me", 
"you think you're better than me", or some other 
similarly inappropriate statement, chances are very 
good that you have unknowingly stumbled across 
one of that person's idols. Even if you approach 
such a subject with reason and sensitivity, an idola
ter will still take it very personally. 

We must therefore learn better to identify our idols 
and to be more willing to smash them. Otherwise, 
we fall· prey to the worst of all features of idolatry, 
the spiritual blindness they produce. This will be 
our topic for next week. 

- Mark W. Carner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs· 
The Food Pantr¥ needs: pancake.mix, pancake syrup, 
jello, pudding mix, hand soap. 

Weigh Down Workshop 
The start of the Weigh Down Workshop for men an
nounced has been delayed. The orientation meeting 
will be held February 24. The 12 week series of 
classes will begin March 10th. 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Ray Thorne and 
family at the death of his mother, Mildred Thorne, last 
Tuesday. The funeral was Saturday. 

Meals 
If you would like to help with meals for Tanya and 
Don Milnor, please see Pam Estep. 

Congratulations 
Mike and Leisha Evans are the parents of a baby girl'. 
Rebecca Grace was born January 22. She weighed 9 
lbs. 9 oz. 

Hospitalized 
Al Coate is in Riverside Hospital, room 7258. 
Jane Haught, Paula Robbin's mother, broke her hip 
Sunday morning. She is in Bethesda Hospital, room 
420 in Zanesville. 

Teens 
Al I teens going to Winterfest - if you have not paid, 
the 2nd payment it is past due! Your 3rd payment is 
due February 8th. Payments can be sent to Spring 
Road or gi'ven to Diana Morris. 

Ladies Please Note ! 
Please plan to join us for a morning of praise and fel
lowship on Saturday, Feb 6th, 10 am-noon in the 
church annex. Please bring a brunch foo9 to share. 
See Lora Bradley or Chip Evans for more info. 

31 

31 
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6 
18 
19-21 
21 
20 
20 
24 
24 

27 
28 

Calendar 

January 
5th Sunday Fellowship Activity-
Family Birthday Party In The Evening 
S~rvices At Franklin County Corrections 

February 
SO's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
Bible Study At Orient 6:00 p.m. 
Ladies 1st "Brunch Day" 10:00-12:00 
Bible Study At Orient 6:00 p.m. 
Winterfest "99" Gatlinburg Tenn 
SO's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
Northland Building Work Day 
Services At Franklin County Corrections 
SO's Plus Meeting lrl' Room E:28 
Weigh Down Workshop Orientation 
7:00 p.m. 
Northland "Board Game Olympics" 
Camp Staff Meeting/Potluck 

Contributions 

Last Week $4143 AvgYTD $4743 

Russia $220 AvgYTD $206 

Youth Min. 
I 

$210 AvgYTD $254 

Youth Min Total I .... $, 1.4119 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service. 
Sunday Evening ·· 
Wednt:sdny Bvenirig 

E_lders: Wilbur Allell, Frank ChaQpell, Ro}! Estep. Gene Prince, Ray Tborn'e-
9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt., Joe Batozzini, John Bradley 

JO:jO am Steve CarVer,Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evan1;, Don Gillespie. Lou 
5:30 pm La'Wrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charl'ie-Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipe&,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Undaunted Radiance 
"Nay, in all these things, we are more than conquerors through Him 
that loved us." Romans 8:37 -

Paul is speaking of the things that might seem likely to separate or 
wedge in between the saint and the love of God; but the remarkable 
thing is that nothing can wedge in betweEi)n the love of God and the 
saint. These things can and do come in between the devotional exer
cises of the soul and God a:nd separate individual life from God,' but 
none of them is able to wedge in between the love of God and the soul 
of the saint. The bedrock of our Christian faith is the unmerited, fath
omless marvel of the love of God exhibited on the Cross of Calvary, a 
love we never can and never shall merit. Paul says this is the reason 

re are more than conquerors in all these things, super-:victors, with a 
joy we would not have but for the very things which look as if they are 
going to overwhelm us. 

The surf that distresses the ordinary swimmer produces in the su_rf-rider 
the super-joy of going clean through it. Apply that to our own circum
stances, these very things - tribulation, {listress, persecution, produce 
in us the super-joy; they are not things to fight. We are more than con
querors through Him in all these things, not in spite of them, but in the 
midst of them. The saint never knows the joy of the Lord in spite of 
tribulation, but becquse of it - "I am exceeding joyful in all our tribula- • 
tion," says Paul. 

.... 

Undaunted radiance is not built on anything passing, but on the love of 
God that nothing can alter. The experiences of life, terrible or monoto
nous, are impotent to touch the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. · 

Oswald Chambers 
(from "My Utmost For His Highest") 

"No, in q~ftbese things w~ are more that} 
conquerors through him who lo'Oed us. " 

Rom·ans 8·.~3 7 



Se1~11ing God 

MOTIVATION 

There's a swimming coach in Darwin, Au.stra
lia, who claims record-breaking results from a 
unique approach to motivating his young · 
swimmers. The technique he uses is spelled 
c-r-o-c-o-d-i-1-e. That's right. CNN reported re
cently that Mark Davies pushes his pupils to 
better lap times by letting a hungry crocodile 
chase them! 

Davies explains that he lets a swimmer dive 
into the pool first. Then he plops in a "croc" to 
give chase. One girl said the experience is 
"absolutely terrifying." In his defense, the 
coach says he checks the crocodile's speed in 
the water and is always sure the.swimmer has 
enough head start to keep it from catching up. 
(Wonder if he's ever had a kid get a.leg cramp 
in the water?) I think it's a crazy idea. 

But that sort of motivation isn't unique. It's 
used in business all the time. "You'll nieet 
your quota this month, or I'll fire you!" 

I understand that all of us are motivated by fear 
at times. We go to doctors because we suspect 
something is wrong. We make adjustments in 
design, production, and sales for fear of falling 

' behind and losing a competitive edge. The Bi
ble even tells us. about the eternal cor:ise
quences of unbelief as fair warning about life's 
seriousness. 

Coach Vince Lombardi is said to have given 
this motivational speech more than once to a 
team he was sending onto the field: "If you 
aren't fired with enthusiasm, you will be fired 

with enthusiasm." His players seemed to get 
the message on those days. 

The fact remains, however, that fear won't 
work as someone's primary motivation over the 
long haul. Hearing nothing but threats, people 
first get frustrated, then cynical, and finally in
different. Whether it's an employee, a daugh
ter, or a believer, healthy and positive out
comes are generated more consistently through 

J positive reinforcements and security in relation
ships than by anxiety and dread. 

Most parents 11a~e learned that a child made to 
feel secure enough to talk about tough subjects 
like drugs or premarital sex copes better with 
the pressures of today's youth culture than the 
one who is simply threatened about what will 
happen if he or she messes up. Most employ
ers, church leaders, or PTA chairpersons have 
caught on too. Keeping a clear vision of some 
positive goal worth achieving is far better moti-

. vation for workers, members, and volunteers 
than alarmism. 

Better to be known for loving your family de
votedly than to fear being found out for an af
fair. Better tp desire a reputation for integrity 
than to shudder at the thought of getting caught 
with your hand in the cookie jar. Better to cast 
a noble vision around which others can rally 
than to brow beat them into doing a job. Better 
in your spiritual life to love God with your 

, heart, soul, mind, and strength than to fear the 
eternal consequences of trying to defy him. 

Purer motives generate superior efforts and 
yield vastly sweeter fruits. 

Rubel Shelly & the Woodmont Hills Church 
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61·owth In Jes11s 

SMASHING OUR IDOLS· 
A Study of Idolatry Based On Isaiah 44 

~eek Five: Idols Produce Spfritual Blindness 

In lsa@h 44, we see at least three major features of 
idolatry, as God sees it. Idols lack any genuine 
value; idols are popular because they are a way of 
w0rshiping self; and the third major feature is this: 
Once we have given idols significance, it is diffi
cult to realize them for what they are. The fool 
that Isaiah describes cannot see the emptiness of 
his idol once he decides to worship it, and remains 
blinded by it forever. He has a chance to see this, 
but once he passes up that chance, he is going to 
find it ever more difficult to acknowledge his slav
ery to the inane and inert idol. Habitual idol wor
ship follows the same path as any other sin, only 
more inevitably. At the. beginning, the idolater is 
aware of the possible defects of the idol, and at 
times feels uncomfortable worshiping it. It takes 
some time before idolatry becomes a permanent 
habit. But as time goes by, the habit of worship 
becomes ingrained and unquestioned, to the point . 
w.here the vaguest suggestion that it may be wrong 
meets with the types of violent responses described 
earlier. 

The blindness caused by idols can strike the spiritu
ally strong and weak alike. The power of idolatry 
to deceive and enslave is effective over even the 
most knowledgeable and diligent persons. It is this 
power of idols that allows even the flimsiest and 
most useless idols to maintain a persistent presence 
in human society, gaining new converts in every 
generation. 

I : 

The challenge is clearly for us to learn how to iden
tify idols before they achieve this kind of grip. By 
doing so, we can avoid painful discussions with 
believers who care about us enough to endure our 
hostility when they .expose our idols. Further, we 
can save ourselves the agonizing task of readjust
ing our priorities and habits when we suddenly 
have to live without an idol that has taken root 
deep in our hearts. 

Recognizing idols can be done in either of two 
ways. Most of the idols that will tempt us are nei
ther new nor uncommon. In the weeks ahead, we 
shall take a closer look at some of today's most 
popular idols. If these, or any others that we do 
not _look at, are in your personal pantheon, you 
would be wise to make every effort to crush them 
at once before they grow stronger. The challenge 
is simply to admit that you are just as susceptible as 
anyone else to their appeal. Most Christians who 
fall prey to the most common idols (materialism, 
popularity, career success, and the other usual sus
pects) do so because they think they can "handle 
it" better than someone 'else. They take a few sips 
from the fountain of idolatry, thinking they are in 
control, but soon are shocked to find that it is the 
idol that controls them. 

The other way is to become familiar with the gen
eral characteristics of idolatry. All of us will some
times face idols beyond the common ones we 
shall describe. Any time that you find yourself 
looking to anything or anyone besides God for a 
purpose in your life, for a sense of lasting security, 
for a key to your identity, exercise great caution. 
These can be the early stages of idolatry. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix, hand soap,, carined juice, paper 
towels, kleenex, muffin mix. 

Teens 
To all teens, please bring your favorite kind of 
chocolate with you to teen group on Sunday 
evening, February 14th. Bri,ng at least enough , 
chocolate to share with 1 other person. More 
information later. 

Northland Building Work Day 
We are having a work day on Saturday, February 
20th. We will be doing some painting around 
the church building and we need a few good 
men and women. Whether you think you can 
paint or not, "You Are Hired." (no pay} 
We will furnish the paint and roller brushes. 
Please bring your brushes and rollers if you have 
any. We can do a lot in a short time if we have 
enough volunteers. Thanks, Darrell Estep. 

Think About It! 

Calendar 

February 
17 50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
18 Bible Study At Orient 6:00 p.m. 
19-21 Winterfest ".99" Gatlinburg Tenn 
21 ., 50's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
20 Northland Building Work Day 
20 Services At Franklin County Corrections 
24 Weigh Down Workshop Orientation 

7:00 p.m. 
27 Northland "Board Game Olympics" 
28 Camp Staff Meeting/Potluck 

' 

"Be kind and compassionate to one 
another; forgi11i,.,gLeach other, just 

as in Chr!st God forgave .you." 
Ephesians 4:32 

Contributions God will whisper His secrets to anyone who will I 
listen. ' , I Last Week $5581 I AvgYTD $4883 
The Church is the only fe!lowship in the world 
where the one requirement for membership is I Russia $154 I AvgYTD $197 
the unworthiness of the candidate. 

-Thought For The Week Ministry I Youth Min. $460 I Avg YTD. $288 

Servic.es 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sund11y .Evening 
w-oon:e"smi:y Evening 

Youth Min Total I ... $14579 

Eld~rs: Wilbur Allen, Frank Cbappe-11, .Roy.Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne 
9:30 am Deachns: Brian Arnold, Tom Banihardti Joe Bar6iziQ.i, John Bradley, 

10;30 am St~ve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack!Evans,Don Gillespie. Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam LesJie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMas~~rs , · 
7:QO pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: ?-4-ike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Advice From An Apostle 
America, as I look at you from afar, I wonder whether your moral and 
spiritual progress has been commensurate with your scientific progress. 
It seems to me that your moral progress lags behind your scientific 
progress. Your poet Thoreau used to talk about "improved means to an 
unimproved end." How often this is true. You have allowed the material, 
means by which you live to outdistance the spiritual ends for which 
you live. You have allowed your mentality to outrun your morality. You 
have allowed your civilization to outdistance your culture. Through your 
scientific genius you have made of the world a neighborhood, but through 
your moral and spiritual genius you have failed to make of it a brother
hood. So America, I would urge you to keep your moral advances abreast 
with your scientific advances. 

I am impelled to write you concerning the responsibilities laid upon you to 
live as Christians in the midst of an unchristian world. That is what I had to 
do. That is what every Christian has to do. But I understand that there are 
many Christians in America who give their ultimate allegiance to man
made systems and customs. They are afraid to be different. Their great con
cern is to be accepted socially. They live by some such principle as this: 
"everybody is doing it, so it must be alright." For so many of you Morality 
is merely group consensus. In your modern sociological lingo, the mores 
are accepted as the right ways. You have unconsciously come to believe 
that right is discovered by taking a sort of Gallup poll of the majority opin
ion. How many are giving their ultimate allegi~nce to this way. 

But American Christians, I must say to you as I said to the Roman Chris
tians years ago, "Be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind." Or, as I said to the Phillipian Christians, "Ye 
are a colony of heaven." ... You must never allow the transitory evanes
cent demands of man-made institutions to take precedence over the eter- · 
nal demands of the Almighty God. 

I understand that you have an econ9mic system in America known as 
Capitalism. Through this economic system you have been able to do won
ders .... you have built up the greatest system of production that history has 
ever known. All of this .is marvelous. But Americans, there is the danger 
that you will misuse your Capitalism. I still contend that money can be the 
root of all evil. It can cause one to. live a life of gross materialism. I am 
afraid that many among you are more concerned abou~ making a living 
than making a life .... 

_From "Paul's Letter to American Christians" by Martin Luther King, Jr. 



SerJ1ing God 

THE DEEPER LIFE 

"But Cod hath revealed them unto us by His 
Spirit; for the spirit searcheth all things, yea; 
the deep things of Cod" (I Cor. 2: 10). 

I am afraid that too many of us are satisfied 
, with very little of the gospel. It is time that we 
went on.to search out the deeper things of 
God, even as we are adjured to do in Hebrews 
6: 1 - 11Leaving behind the principals of the 
doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfec
tion ... " 

We need the comprehension of the Holy Spirit 
of God to unravel what Paul called the mystery 
of the gospel. The Holy Spirit of God is the key 
to understanding the deeper things of God, for 
it is He that searches the deep things of God. 
When we commune with God the Scripture 
becomes clearer. It speaks to my heart and 
tells me of the perfect will of God. How you 
and I need to know the wi II of God! We are so 
bombarded today to walk after the world, to act 
earthly and not spiritually. You and I will 
never be ultimately spiritual until we refuse to 
be pressed into the mold of our present culture. 
The early saints of God outlived and outdied 
their pagan contemporaries. 

"(That ye) may be able to comprehend with all 
saints what is the breadth, and length, and 
depth, and height; and know the love of Christ, 
which passeth,knowledge, that ye might be 
filled with all the fulness of Cod" (Eph. 3: 18, 
19). It is exciting to know that fullness. I think 
it is not being mystical to have that fullness. It 
is only as we realized the tremendous love of 

God and His perfect plan of salvation that we 
experience the deeper things of God. 

We may not be able to share with others such 
an intimate fellowship as we can with God. 
That experience is not for the world. It is solely 
between God and you. He will not share His 
glory with anyone. He does, however, share 
Himself with you: 11Christ in you the hope of 
glory" (Col. 1:27). · 

To experience Goq is a great adventure. Too 
many Christians of this day are tired of being 
stirred and yet unchanged. We so often fall 
into the devil's trap. We walk through dry 
places and find no rest. In the deeper walk 
with God, Christ is our rest and says, "Come 
unto me and I will give you rest." 

Daniel says, "He re~ealeth the deep and secret 
things: he knoweth what is in the darkness, 
and the light dwelleth with them" (Dan. 2:22). 
It is not a search for futility but 

1

the richness of 
the abundant life. There is much more than 
meets the eye to the gospel. So many read it 
but never transcend worldly trifles. 

Many churches today still await a closer walk 
with Christ. To be on the brink of something 
like this takes prayer and a thorough study of 
the blessed Book! While we wait, let Os be dili
gent and search out the areas of the spiritual 
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life that even the angels wanted to look into. 
Enoch walked with God. So can you. 

Ron McGhee (in "Revival America") 

"But God has revealed it to us ,by hls 
Spi.rit. The Spirit-searches all things, 

even the deep things of God." 
1 Corinthians 2: 10 

Growth In Jes11s 

SMASHING OUR IDOLS 
A Study of Idolatry Based On Isaiah 44 

Week Six: Common Idols - Materialism 

In the next few weeks, we shall identify and de
scribe some of the most popular idols that will 
threaten most of us at some point in our walk with 
God. Even if many of these do not threaten you at 
this time, it can still help you to keep in mind their 
true nature as idols. As we examine each one, we 
shall note how they exemplify each of the three 
rriain features of idolatry that we saw in Isaiah 44. 

Probably no idol is more popular and universal 
than that of materialism. It seems that hardly any
one. is happy with the material possessions that he 
or she already has. Humans all want as much as 
they can get, and they reserve the right to com
plain if they don't get their "fair share". But no 
niatter how earnestly humans chase after material 
possessions, and pretend that they have power to 
change lives, all material things offer at best a 
flimsy and·fleeting comfort, and will be burned in 
the great fire on judgment day. 

Note how the basic features of idolatry apply to 
materialism. First, money and physical objects 
have no eternal value. They are only valued by 
persons in this world, and are only valued highly 
by those whose perspective is poor. Second, hu
mans collect material things either to please or to 
glorify and worship themselves, to say "look how 
great I am, that I possess so many objects". And 
third, materialism is one of the most blinding forces 
known to humanity. "The love of money is the 
root of all kinds of evil" (1 Timothy 6:10). It is very 
difficult to escape. 

I 

The worship of materialism is an excellent exam-
ple of how the world does everything it can to re-

. inforce what it wants to believe. Endless time and 
energy is wasted trying not only to accumulate 
wealth, but to justify doing so. There is hardly a 
person alive who would openly claim to believe 
that money can buy happiness, but almost all hu
mans act as if they' believed it could. Everyone 
sees the endless examples of individuals who have 
great material wealth, but who cannot be happy or 
satisfied, and who, more importantly, have a very 
poor relationship with God. And yet everyone 
foolishly thinks "I can be the exception - I will be 
wealthy, spiritual & happy". 

Your attitude towards material things is one of the 
best ways of telling how much of your faith is 
really in the right place. Your decisions and atti
tudes about material goods - making major pur
chases, giving to the church, and giving to others -
both reveal and affect the kind of relationship you 
have with God. You're going to get very little help 
in fighting the greedy thoughts, the envy towards ' 
the rich, and the deceitful plotting that come with 
worshiping materialism. Even Christians will often 
be eager to supply you with rationalizations, be
cause they too are worshiping their material goods. 
But every believer must cry out to God for help to 
overcome all this - because "no one can serve two 
masters ... you cannot serve both God and 
money" (Matthew 7:24). Successfully resisting the 
temptation of materialism will strengthen your 
soul. - Mark W. Carner 
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"Eor the lOve of money is a root -0f all ' ' , 
. kinds of evil. Some people, eager for 

money, have wandered from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many griefs." 

1Timothy6:10 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix, pancake syrup, pudd ing, kleenex, 
paper towels, macaroni' and cheese, jello, hand 
soap. 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Elvah Don
ald at the death of her brother in Kansas City. 
Please keep them in your prayers as they have 
gone to Kansas City for the funeral. 

We also want to express our sympathy to Jack 
Dunkin and family at the death of his father, John 

17 
1'8 
19-21 
21 
20 
20 
24 

27 
28 

Calendar 

February 

50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
Bible Study At Orient 6:00 p.m. 
Winterfest "99" Gatlinburg Tenn 
50's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
Northland Building Work Day 
Services At Franklin County Corrections 
Weigh Down Workshop Orientation 
7:00 p.m. -
Northland "Board Game Olympics" 
Camp Staff Meeting/Potluck 

Dunkin. The funeral was Saturday in Colorado. 1-------------------1 

Potter Children's Home 
We thank God continually for those who make 
this ministry possible. The church is the first line 
of defense for children and families. You are in
vited to be a part of The 1999 Commodities Out
reach for Potter Children's Home. Your support 
will enable us to properly care for the needs of 
the children. Each family of the Northland con
gregation· has been asked to donate $3.00 worth 
of dryer sheets and $5 .00 cash. Pickup for these 
commodities will be March 29th. 

Needed 
There is a need for a twin size mattress. l.f you 
have one you would like to donate, see Karen 
Susenna 

Game Olympics 
Join us Saturday, February 27th at 7:30 p.m. in 
the annex for an evening of games. Sign up in 
the foyer to bring a game. Also remember to 
bring a snack to share. See Sam Leslie, Lynn 
Champney, or Will Bickley for additional infor
mation. 

Contributions 

Last Week $6680 I Avg YTD $5140 

Russia $325 I Avg YTD $216 

Youth Min. $250 I AvgYTD $283 

Youth Min Total · I .... $14829 

SeMtices 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 

unday "Evening 
W~dileilday Evening 

Elilers: W ilbur Allen, Erank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Baro.zzini, John Bradfey 

10:3o am Steve Carver1 Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep~ Jack Evans, Don Gillespie~ Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris. Charlie Yates 

Eva11gelists: Mike Hipes,Tom-Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ "4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 

c 
z 
<( 

...J 

:::c 
I-

0::: 

0 

z ....... 

~ 
.Q 

~ 
cc) 
Q) 

E 
-= ~ 

0) 
0) 
0) ..... 
~ ..... 

~ 
t? 

.Q 

at 

Dangerous Unselfishness 
Let us develop a kind of dangerous unselfishness. One day a man came 
to Jesus; and he wanted to raise' some questions about some vital mat
ters in life ... he wanted to trick Jesus, and show him that he knew a lit
tle more than Jesus knew, and through this, throw him off base. But Je
sus talked about a certain man, who fell among thieves. You remember 
that a Levite and a priest passed by on the other side. They didn't stop 
to help him. And finally a man of another race came by. He got down 
from his beast, decided not to be compassionate by proxy. But with 
him, administered first aid, and helped the man in need. Jesus ended 
up saying, this was the good man, because he had the capacity ... to be 
concerned about his brother. Now you know, we use our imagination 
a great deal to. try to determine why the priest and the Levite didn't 
stop. At times-we say they were busy going to church meetings-an ec
clesiastical gathering-and they had to get on down to Jerusalem so they 
wouldn't be late for their meeting. At other times we would speculate 
that there was a religious law that "One who was engaged in religious 
ceremonials was not to touch a human body twenty-four hours before 
the ceremony." ... 

But I'm going to tell you what my imagination tells me. It's possible 
that these men were afraid. You see, the Jericho road is a dangerous 
road. I remember when Mrs. King and I were first in Jerusalem. We 
rented a car and drove from Jerusalem dbwn to Jericho . .. . It's a 
winding, meandering road. It's really conducive for ambushing. You 
start out in Jerusalem, which is about 1200 feet above sea level. 
And by the time you get down to Jericho, fifteen or twenty minutes 
later, you're about 2200 feet below sea level. ... In. the day of Jesus 
it came to be known as the "Bloody Pass." And you know, it's possible 
that the priest and the Levite looked over that man qn the ground and 
wondered if the robbers were still around. Or it's possible that they 
felt that the man on the ground was merely faking, in order to lure 
them there for quick and easy seizure. And so the first question that 
the Levite asked was, "If I stop to help this man, what will happen to 
me?" But then the Good Samaritan came by. And he reversed the ques
tion: 
"If I do not stop tb help this man, what will happen to him?". 

- Martin Luther King, Jr. 
from "The Three Dimensions of A Complete Life", April 1967 



Se1·11ing God 

WAKING UP TO ALLIGATORS 

A 77-year-old retiree in Palm Harbor, Florida, 
has a habit of sleepwalking. Last Monday he 
woke up to find his legs stuck in mud and his 
eyes staring into the faces of several alligators. 
A police officer who helped extricate him from 
his peril said he saw eight to ten of the danger
ous reptiles only a few feet from James Cur
rens - who fended off the alligators by poking 
at them with his cane. 

How did he get in such a predicament? He 
sleepwalked out his door, stumbled down an 
embankment, and didn't wake up until he was 
stuck in an alligator-infested pond. A neighbor 
heard him hollering for help and called police 
around 5 a.m. 

I've known a few people who were sleepwalk
ers. At camp and in the dorm, they would 
prowl around at night. They meant no harm. 
They were, after all, asleep. But they some
times did harm to themselves or others - espe
cially in unfamiliar settings. 

On the other hand, I've known quite a few 
people whose lives appeared to be exercises in 
sleepwalking. They simply weren't alert to 
their surroundings and opportunities. They 
were out of touch with their colleagues, family, 
and God. 

How many companies - ranging from slide
rule manufacturers to spring-and-jewel
movement watches to early entrants in the field 
of computer manufacturing - have fallen by the 
wayside because markets changed and they. 

were oblivious? Market research and sensitiv
ity to trends among consumers are necess;uy 
for survival in today's highly competitive mar
ketplace. A good product can make peop,le 
overconfident about the future and generate a 
sleepwalker's mind set. 

Husbands and wives begin to neglect one an
other. Their sleepwalking ends in a tragic di
vorce! Friends assume too much and commu
nicate too little. A precious relationship is ne
glected and dies! A redeemed soul whose 
spiritual life consists of nothing more than 
church attendance falls into moral disgrace. 
Sleepwalking again! 

When I read about James Currens stumbling 
into an alligator pond, I realized how like him 
all of us can be at times. We close our eyes to 
the obvious. We choose to ignore warning 
signs. We get out of touch because of our pre
occupation with trivial things. By the time we 
wake up and cry out for help, it's sometimes 
too late already. The alligators have us in their 
jaws and on their dinner menu! 

Instead of sleepwalking through life, it's better 
to heed this counsel: "Wake up, 0 sleeper, 
rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on 
you' Be very careful, then, how you live - not 
as wise but as unwise, making the most of 
every opportunity, because the days are 
evil" (Ephesians 5: 14-16). 

2 

Rubel Shelly & the Woodmont Hills Church . 

"So then, let us not be like others, 
who ate asleep, but let us. be 

alert and selfcontrolled." 
1 Thessalonians 5 :6 

61·owt/1 /11 Jes11s 

SMASHING OUR IDOLS 
A ~tudy of Idolatry Based On, Isaiah 44 

Week Seven: Common Idols - Popularity 

One of the basic human problems is insecurity. 
Insecure means unattached, not having a strong 
base of support. Only a perfect faith in God can 
make us completely secure. Since we never have 
a perfect faith, we will always have insecurities. 
But instead of looking to God for the solution of 
insecurities, many humans look to other things; 
and one of the most common things they look to is 
popularity, in all of its various and useless forms. 

How do our basic themes about idolatry apply 
here? First, being popular will do nothing to save 
our souls, get us closer to God, or anything else 
with eternal significance, so popularity has no 
value except what humans pretend it has. Then, 
seeking popularity is one of the more obvious 
ways of worshiping self, so again it is exactly what 
the Bible describes as an idol. And of course 
popularity is very addicting. Many persons will do 
anything, even committing criminal acts or grossly 
hur:niliating themselves, if it will make them even 
slightly more popular. 

Even in the church, there are those who worship 
what other humans th.ink about them. Even believ
ers often act, dress and talk in idiotic ways, solely 
to induce others to admire them. Even believers 
go to great lengths to make themselves "different" 
in superficial ways, because they don't know how 
to make more significant changes from the inside. 
Even believers do things for the wrong motivation, 
or without any understanding, just to impress oth
ers. Even when some good is thereby · accom-

plishi:>rl, it is still hrirmful to one's own relationship 
with God. 

A related problem, both in the world and in the 
church, is manipulation. Manipulation involves 
using emotions, or other indirect tactics, to try to 
get other persons to do or think as we wish them 
to. As believers in God, we should always be hon
est and respectful in dealing with one another, and 
should never use the threat of disapproval or dis
pleasure to get our way. 

Christians must firmly entrench in their minds that 
it is God and God alone who will judge the world 
and everyone in it. What other persons think 
about you is not going to have any effect on what 
God does with your soul. So instead of worrying 
about what you can do to make others like you or 
respect you, "find out what pleases the 
Lord" (Ephesians 5:10). And once you resolve to 
do this, two good things will happen. One, you 
will find this a lot easier than pleasing humans. 
We n~ver know what a human really wants, be
cause humans are never very honest or consistent. 
But we always know exactly what God wants, be
cause he has told us, and he does not go back on 
his Word. Second, you will find that if you genu
inely seek to please the Lord, your relationships 
with those other humans who have chosen to do 
the same will be much more meaningful than they 
would have been, had you had been trying to im
press or manipulate one another. 
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- Mark W. Carner 

" Find out what pleases the Lord" 
Ephesians 5:10 



Family Information 

food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Muffin mix, dry beans, potatoes, peanut butter. 

Potter Children's Home 
We thank God continually for those who make 
this ministry possible. The church is the first line 
of defense for children and families. You are in~ 
vited to be a part of The 1999 Commodities Out
reach for Potter Children's Home. Your support 
will enable us to properly care for the needs of 
the children. Each family of the Northland con
gregation has been asked to donate $3.00 worth 
of dryer sheets and $5.00 cash. Pickup for these 
commodities will be March 29th. 

Teens 
The Northland Teen Retreat is March 12-14. It 
will be at the Atwood Lake Resort, Friday even
ing through Sunday afternoon. The cost is 
$28.00 for 2 nights, 4 meals and snacks. Regis
tration will be in the foyer on Sunday February 
28 and March 7 only. The retreat is for North
land only and we encourage all of our teens to 
come! More details later. 

Sympathy I 

19-21 
21 
24 

27 
28 

Calendar 

February 

Winterfest "99" Gatlinburg Tenn. 
50's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
Weigh Down Workshop Orientation 
7:00 p.m. 
Northland "Board Game Olympics" 
Camp Staff Meeting/Potluck 

Game Olympics 
Join us Saturday, Febru~ry 27th at 7:30 p.m. in 
the annex for an evening of games. Sign up in 
the foyer to bring a game. Also remember to 
bring a snack to share. See Sam Leslie, Lynn 
Champney, or Will Bickley for additional infor
mation. 

Contributions 
We want to express our sympathy to Elvah Don- I Last Week 
aid at the death of her father. The funeral 

$4514 I AvgYTD $5062 

Wednesday in Oregon, OH. Russia $225 Avg YTD $217 

Surgery 
Billie Thorne will be having knee surgery on Fri-

Youth Min. $200 Avg YTD $273 

day. Please keep her in your prayers. I Youth Min Total I ~ $15029 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5;SO pm 
7:00pm 

Elders: Wi lbur Allen, ,Frarlk ChappeU,,_Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne 
Deacons:"Brian Amold,}fom Barnhardt, Joe Bar.ozziaj, John Bradley, 
Steve Carv.er, Lynn_ Champney, DarrelLBstep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, I:ou 
Lawrence, Safu Leslie, Jack Mauer-sberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Marl( Monis, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Mike E:ipes.Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH-43231 (614) 475-0161 
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c Loving Your Enemies 
(Part One) 

z ~- In the fifth chapter of the gospel as recorded by Saint Matthew, we read 
these very arresting words flowing from the lips of our Lord and Master: 
"Ye have heard that it has been said, Thou shall love thy neighbor, and 

<( hate thine enemy." But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them that despite-

_J -~ · 
fully use you; that ye may be the children of your Father which is in 
heaven." 

:::c: l~ ... Over the centuries, many persons have argued that this is an extremely 
difficult command. Many would go so far as to say that it just isn't possible 
to move out into the actual practice of this glorious command. They would 

I- -· ~~ . ,
1 

) go on to say that this is just additional proof that Jesus was an impractical 
· . idealist who never quite came down to earth .... But far from being an im-

practical idealist, Jesus has become the practical realist. The words of this 

et:: \ I'\~~~ text glitter in our eyes with a new urgency. Far from being the pious in-
junction of a utopian dreamer, this command is an absolute necessity for 
the survival of our civilization ... - - -

0 ~ ... 
How do you go about loving your enemies? I think the first thing is this: In 
order to love your enemies, you must begin by analyzing self ... Now, I am z '" - - . aware of the fact that some people will not like you, not because of some-( :-. &>1'\. co thing you have done to them, but they just won't like you. Some people 

~ aren't going to like the way you walk; some people aren't going to like the 
.c:i way you talk .... Some people aren't going to like you because your skin is § a little brighter than theirs, (or) because your skin is a little darker than :c: theirs. they're going to dislike you, not because of something that you've 
co"' done to them, but because of various jealous reactions and other reactions 
Cl) 

that are so prevalent in human nature. § - But after looking at these things and admitting these things, we must face ~ 
the fact that an individual might dislike us because of something that 
we've done ... something that we've done deep down in the past and 

. 0) we've forgotten about it; but it was that something that aroused the hate 
0) response within the individual. And this is what Jesus means when he 
0) 

said: " ... How is it that you see the splinter in your brother's eye and fail to ..... .. see the plank in your own eye?" So we begin to love our enemies and ..... 
~ love those persons that hate us whether in collective life or individ4al life 
~ by looking at ourselves .... 
C'a 

2 
A second thing that an individual must do in seeking to love his enemy is .c:i 

af (Continued on page 2) 



to discover the element of good in his enemy, 
and every time you begin to hate that person and 
think of hating that person, realize that there is 
some good there and look at those good points 
which will over-balance the bad points ... each of 
us is something of a schizophrenic personality. 
we're split up and divided against ourselves. And 
there is something of a civil war going on within 
all of our lives. There is a recalcitrant South of our 
soul revolting against the North of our soul. There 
is something within all of us that causes us to cry 
out with Ovid, the Latin poet, "I see and approve 
the better things of life, but the evil things I do." 
There is something within all of us that causes us 
to cry out with Plato that the human personality is 
like a charioteer with two headstrong horses, 
each wanting to go in different directions. There 
is something within each of us that causes us to 
cry out with Goethe, "There is enough stuff in me 
to make both a gentleman and a rogue." There is 
something within each of us that causes us to cry 
out with Apostle Paul, "I see and approve the bet
ter things of life, but the evil things I do.'1 

••• 

Another way that you love your enemy is this: 
When the opportunity presents itself for you to 
defeat your enemy, that is the time which you 
must not do it. There will come a time, in many 
instances, when the person who hates you most, 
the person who has misused you most, there will 
come a time when you will have an opportunity 
to defeat that person. that's the tim_e you must not 
do it. That is the meaning of love. In the final 
analysis, love is not this sentimental something 
that we talk about ... When you rise to the level 
of love, of its great beauty and power, you seek 
only to defeat evil systems. Individuals who hap
pen to be caught up in that system, you love, but 
you seek to defeat the system. 

The Greek language has three words for love, in
terestingly 'enough. It talks about love as eros. 
that's one word for love. Eros- is a sort of, aes-

thetic love. . .. And it's come to us to be a sort of 
romantic love, though it's a beautiful love. Every
body has experienced eras in all of its beauty 
when you find some individual that is attractive to 
you and that you pour out all of your like and 
your love on that individual. Then the Greek lan
guage talks about philia, and that's another type 
of love that's also beautiful. It is a sort of intimate 
affection between personal friends. And this is the 
type of love that you have for those persons that 
you're friendly with ... On this level, you like a 
person because that person likes you, because 
there's something about the person you love that 
is likeable to you . This is philia. 

The Greek language comes out with another 
word for love. It is the word agape. And agape is 
more than eros; agape is more than philia; agape 
is something of the understanding, creative, re
demptive goodwill for all men. It is a love that 
seeks nothing in return. It is an overflowing love; 
it's what theologians would call the love of God 
working in the lives of men. And when you rise 
to love on this level, you begin to love men, not 
because they are likeable, but because God loves 
them .... 

And this is what Jesus means, I think, in this very 
passage when he says, "Love your enemy." And 

• it's significant that he does not say, "Like your 
enemy." Like is a senffmental something, an af
fectionate something. There are a lot of people 
that I find it difficult to like. I don't like what 
they do to me. I don't like their attitudes .... But 
Jesus says love them. And love is greater than 
like. Love is understanding, redemptive goodwill 
for all men, so that you love everybody, because 
God loves them. 

2 

- Martin Luther King, Jr. 
(excerpts from a sermon preached in 

Montgomery, Alabama, November 1957.) 

61·owth In Jesus 

SMASHING OUR IDOLS 
A Study of Idolatry Based On Isaiah 44 

Week Eight: Common Idols - Success 

The idol of "Success" is a general one that includes 
personal accomplishments in areas such as career, 
education, sports, and the like. This idol is particu
larly popular today. There are many who worship 
it even over materialism and p opularity. Even in 
the church, there are many who make decisions 
first of all on the basis of how they can be most 
successful in this world, with spiritual considera
tions only secondary. 

This idol exemplifies the usual principles. First, 
one's career or personal achievements in this 
world are irrelevant to salvation or eternity, so they 
have only whatever value we· put on them. Next, 
when someone sacrifices other things in one's life 
to build a great career (or to accomplish other tem
porary goals), this is another obvious form of wor
shiping self. Finally, as with all idols, personal sue~ 
cess is highly addicting, and those worshiping it 
soon convince themselves that is a virtue, even a 
sacrificial one, rather than the ugly idol it really is. 
For examples of the power of this idol, see Ecclesi
astes 1-2 (Solomon) and Luke 9:23-26. 

Too many believers accept the world's mentality 
about "success", and its deceitful, insidious teach
ings about the need to be able to parade a list of 
personal achievements if you wish to have any 
value as a human being. Many put a veneer of 
false spirituality on this teaching, and are deceived 
into believing that they must be part of a "great 
church" (whatever that means). So they abando~ 
churches where they are needed, and attach them-

sP.lvP.s to others with flashier outward, temporary 
accompli'shments. Even worse, other believers sac
rifice spiritual growth to make themselves promi
nent in the world, rationalizing this with the decep
tive reasoning that they are glorifying God through 
their achievements. If we don't love God, what 
we accomplish in this world brings no pleasure to 
him. 

Perhaps you become a great engineer, a great re
searcher, or a great leader. Do you think God will 
consider it his lucky day to have you in heaven? 
Perhaps he's in desperate need of a first-rate engi
neer to adjust the stars' positions? Perhaps he 
needs a personal physician?_ Perhaps he's spent all 
eternity waiting for a terrific motivational speaker 
to get the angels ·excited about serving him? No, 
God does not need any of these things. 

We must even be careful in our attitude towards 
accomplishments within the church. Sometimes 
believers who accomplish a few things get excited 
for the wrong reasons, or start thinking that God is 
lucky to have them on his side, rather than the 
other way around. See, for example, Luke 10: 17-
20. Our faith should not be dependent on prog
ress or on exciting things happening around us. 
We must remember that Christianity is a long-term 
lifestyle, so getting too much self-confidence over 
today's victories can lead to tomorrow's spiritual 
crises. By all means, be thankful for the things 
God has done for you and the things God does 
through you, since "each one should take pride in 
his own work" (Galatians 6:4). But never let these 
things become your basis for security or signifi
cance, because that destroys the genuine spiritual 
joy you should get from them. Let God bless you, 
but don't decide how he should do ·so, and let 
God come first, not the blessings. 

- Mark W. Carner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix, pancake syrup, pudding, kleenex, pa
per towels, macaroni and cheese, jello, hand soap.· 

Teens 
The Northland Teen Retreat is March 12-14. It will be 
at the Atwood Lake Resort. The cost is $28.00 for 2 
nights, 4 meals and snacks. Registration will be in the 
foyer on Sunday February 28 and March 7 only. The 
retreat is for Northland only and we encourage all of 
our teens to come! Mote details later. 

Thanks 
I want to thank everyone for the cards and prayers. I 
will be back at church as soon'as I am well enough. 

-Clara Wei Is 

Baby Shower 
There will be a baby shower for Tanya Milnor and . 
baby James, Saturday March 13th at 2:00 p.m. at the 
home of Kristin Maynard. See the flyer on the bulletin 
board for more information. 

Men's Weigh Down Workshop 
A new 12 week Weigh Down Workshop for men is 
scheduled to begin Wednesday March 10th at 7:00 
p.m. Please see Ray Thorne as soon as possible if you 

· are interested in participating since we need 5 more 
students to meet the minimum class size" require
ments. There is a $103 fee for first time participants, · 
and a $55 fee for second timers. 

Ladies Bible Study 
Ladies~ don't forget the new women's support group/ 
bible study. We are meeting every other Monday at 
7:00 p.m. in the annex. Our next meeting will be 
March 1st. For more information see Norma Stafa, 
Karen Susenna, Susan Binkley, or Diana Morris. 

Cale11dar 

February 
28 Camp Staff Meeting/Potluck 

March 
1 Women's Bible Study In The Annex 
3 SO's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
4 Bible Study At Orient, 6:00 p.m. 
6 Vision Youth Rally In Reynoldsburg 
1 2-14 North land Teen Retreat 
13 Baby Shower For Tanya Milnor 
13 40th Birthday Part For Greg Hunt 
14 Worship Service At Orient 
15 Women's Bible Study In The Annex 
17 50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
18 Bib.le Study At Orient, 6:00 p.m. 
20 International Potluck 
21 SO's Pl us Eat Out Sunday 
26 COCS Grandparents Day 
29 Women's Bible Study In The Annex 

40th Birthday Party 
There will be a 40th birthday party for Greg 
Hunt on Saturday March 13th from 3:30-6:00 in 
the annex. Funny cards and photos would be 
appreciated. See Cindi Gillespie for More info. 

Contributions 

Last Week $5178 I Avg YTD $5074 

Russia $240 I Avg YTD $219 

Youth Min. $195 I Avg YTD $264 

Youth Min Total I __.. $15224 

Services 
~unday·"Blble ~udy 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: Wit.bur Allen, Krank Cl'tappell. Roy Estep, G¢n'e PJ;'ince, R11--y TI~ome 
9:30 am. Deac.ons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzin~ Jc:ihn Bradley, 

10:30 am Steve Carver, 'Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don GillespJe, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence,-Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, -
7:00 pm· Mark M~rris, Charlie Yates 

Ev1U1gelists: Mike Hipes,"Tom .Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161. 

c 
z 
<( 

..J 

:c 
I-

0::: ' 

0 

co"' 
Cl) 

e 
~ 
~ 

Cl) 
Cl) 
Cl) ,... 
co"' 
"' ~ -
ca 
2 
.Q 

If 

Loving Your Enemies 
(Part Two) 

It is not only necessary to know how to go about loving your enemies, 
but also to go down into the question of why we should love our ene
mies. I think the first reason that we should love our enemies, and I 
think this was at the very center of Jesus' thinking, is this: that hate for 
hate only i'ntensifies the existence of hate and evil in the universe. If I 
hit you and you hit me and I hit you back and you hit me back and go 
on, you see, that goes on ad infinitum. It just never ends. Somewhere 
somebody must have a little serlse, and that's the strong person.' The 
strong person is the person who can cut off the chain of hate, the chain 
of evil .... 

There's another reason why you should love your enemies, and that is 
because hate distorts the personality_ of the hater. We usually think of 
what hate does for tne individual hated or the individuals hated or the 
groups hated. But it is even more tragic, it is even more ruinous and 
injurious to the individual who hates. You just begin hating somebody, 
and you will begin to do irrational things. You can't see straight when 
you hate .... For the person who hates, the true becomes false and the 
false becomes true. - · 

Psychologists and psychiatrists are telling us today that the more we 
hate, the more yve develop guilt feelings and we begin to subcon
sciously repress or consciously suppress certain emotions, and they all 
stack up in our subconscious selves and make for tragic, neurotic re
sponses .... But long before modern psychology came into being, the 
world's greatest psychologist Who walked around the hills of Galilee 
told us to love. He tooked at men and said: "Love your enemies; don't 
hate anybody." ... 

Now there is a final reason I think that Jesus says, "Love your enemies." 
It is this: that love has within it a redemptive power. And there is a 
power there that eventually transforms individuals. that's why Jesus 
says, "Love your enemies." Because if you hate your enemies, you 
have no way to redeem and to transform your enemies. But if you love 
your enemies, you will discover that at the very root of love is the 
power of redemption .... 

We all remember the great president of these United States, Abraham 
(Continued on page 2) 



Lincoln. (When) Abraham Lincoln was elected 
president of the United States, the time (came) 
for him to choose a Secretary of War. He de
cided to 
choose a man by the name of Mr. Stanton. And 
his advisors said to him: "Mr. Lincoln, are you a 
fool? Do you know what Mr. Stanton has been 
saying about you? Do you know what he has 
done, tried to do to you? Did you read all of 
those derogatory statements that he made 
about you?" Abraham Lincoln stood before the 
advisors around him and said: "Oh yes, 
I know about it; I read about it; I've heard him 
myself. But after looking over the country, I 
find that he is the best man for the job." 

Mr. Stanton did become Secretary of War, and 
later, Abraham Lincoln was assassinated. And 
one of the greatest words or statements ever 
made about Abraham Lincoln was made about 
this man Stanton. And as Abraham Lincdln 
came to the end of his life, Stanton stood up 
and said: "Now he belongs to the ages." ... If 
Abraham Lincoln had hated Stanton, if Abra
ham Lincoln had answered everything Stanton 
said, Abraham Lincoln would have not trans
formed and redeemed Stanton. Stanton would 
have gone to his grave hating Lincoln, and Lin
coln would have gone to his grave hating 
Stanton. But through the power of love Abra
ham Lincoln was able to redeem Stanton. 

That's it. There is a power in love that our 
world has not discovered yet. Jesus discovered 
it centuries ago ... Not only did Jesus discover 
it, even great military leaders discover that. 
One day as Napoleon came toward the end of 
his career and looked back across the years,the 
great Napoleon that at a very eady age had all 

' . 
but conquered the world ... But that same Na-
poleon one day stood back and looked across 

the years, and said: "Alexander, Caesar, Char
lemagne, and I have built great empires. But . 
upon what did they depend? They depended 
upon force. But long ago Jesus started an em
pire that depended on love, and even to this 
day millions will die for him." 

' 
Yes, I can see Jesus walking around the hills 
and the valleys of Palestine. And I can see him 
looking out at the Roman Empire with all of her 
fascinating and intricate military machinery. . 
But in the midst of that, I can hear him saying: 
"I will not use this method. Neither will I hate 
the Roman. Empire." Because of the power and 
influence of the personality of this Christ, he 
was able to split history into a.d .. and b.c. Be
cause of his power, he was able to shake the 
hinges from the gates of the Roman Empire. 

. And all around the world this morning, we can 
hear the glad echo of heaven ring.It is an eter
nal reminder to a power-drunk generation that 
love is the only way .... 

So this morning, ... I'm ·foolish enough to be
lieve that through the power of this love some
where, men of the most recalcitrant oent will 

- be transformed. And then we will be in God's 
kingdom .... Oh God, help us in our lives and 
in all of our attitudes, to work out this control
ling force of love, this controlling power that 
can solve every problem that we confront in all 
areas .... Grant that all men will come together 
and discover that as we solve (all of) these 
problems, let us join together in a great fellow
ship of love and bow down at the feet of Jesus. 
Give us this strong determination. In the name 
and spirit of this Christ, we pray. Amen. 

2 

- Martin Luther King, Jr. 
(excerpts from a sermon preached in 

Montgomery, Alabama, November 1957.) 

Growth In Jesus 

SMASHING OUR IDOLS 
A Study of Idolatry Based On Isaiah 44 

Week Nine: Common Idols - Power 

The idol of Power is popular, but crude. Those 
who crave power or authority over their fellow hu
mans are making a clear statement of their own 
self-centeredness and egotism, and incidentally are 
admitting their lack of self-worth. Nonetheless, 
many persons long to be able to force others to 
think or ad as their own will dictates. Power does 
illustrate the basic features of idolatry. It has no 
genuine value, being useful solely to feed the ego 
of those who hold it. It is a shameless' and obvious 
way of worshiping self, and finally, it is an addict
ing and blinding force. As the old saying reminds 
us, "power corrupts (and absolute power corrupts 
absolutely)". 

Those who desire power generally rationalize it on 
the grounds that they will use· it to do good. This 
excuse is used, with apparent sincerity, by pagans 
and believers alike. Naturally, it would be easy to 
comment extensively on the pagans who desire 
power for their sinister and depraved purposes, but 
it is more important for Christians to repent of their 
own lust for power and authority. Christians who 
covet power, and think they would use it for good, 
should realize that God's own power is more than 
sufficient to accomplish his ends. The power that 
abides in God's Word, and in God's Spirit, is be
yond our imagination. A Christian should learn 
how to unleash this power, instead. of seeking 
authority for themselves. 

There is another temptation that power holds for 
believers: the common delusion in the church that 

it would be good if more believers were powerful 
leaders in the nation or in the world, so that they 
could use this power to enforce Christian princi
ples. Such a belief shows an atrocious lack of his-
torical knowledge and perspective. In almost 
every historical instance, from Emperor 
Constantine onwards, when political or military 
power has been combined with an overtly 
"Christian" agenda, the result has been disastrous 
for all who believe in genuine New Testament 
Christianity. On some rare occasions, such a com
bination has actually produced some social. good, 
but usually with little growth of the true church. 
More often, it has produced a corruption of Scrip
tural teachings and practices, and often has pro
duced violence and social divisions that have dis
credited Christianity in the public mind. 

It is indeed difficult to allow God's Word and 
God's Spirit to ad and to exert the power needed 
to bring change, but this is what we must learn to 
do. Most Christians understand their own lives 
only dimly, and should never think that they know 
what is best for anyone else, beyond what is 
clearly taught in Scripture. Naturally, it is an im
portant part of Christianity to become involved in_ 
one another's lives, to give and receive advice on 
our problems and decisions. Most of us are in
volved in such things, and should be involved in 
them. But we must not become so infatuated with 
our own opinions that we become unhappy when 
our advice is not taken. Remember that if you are 
wrong, there is no reason 'for others to accept your 
error, whereas if you are right, you are at best 
merely serving as a vessel for God to use. God has 
the only worthwhile power, insight, and wisdom. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry Needs 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix, hand soap, canned juice, paper 
towels, kleenex, muffin mix, syrup. 

Spring Bible Classes 
Spring Bible classes begin today and Wednes
day, March 10. On Sundays, the current ladies 
class will continue and there will be a new class 
on Leviticus taught by Mark Garner, open to all. 
On Wednesdays, Mike Hipes will continue the 
Hot Potatoes class, and Ray Thorne will lead the 
Men's Weigh-Down Workshop. 

Parents of Teens 
All parents of teens are encouraged to attend a 
brief meeting with the elders next Wednesday to 
discuss the upcoming visit of Bobby and Judy 
Graham and their children. Plans are being 
made for Bobby and Judy to work with our teen
agers this summer. We will meet in Room E31 
at 8:10 p.m. and finish promptly at 8:30. Please 
plan to attend. 

Singles Retreat 
There will be a lunch meeting today to plan 1the 
Single Retreat. Please join us at Schlotsky's Deli 
in Westerville at 1 pm. 

Teen Retreat 
The-1\1-orthland Teen Retreat is March 12-14 at 
Atwood Lake Resort cabins. Today is the last day 
for registration. See Vicki For more details. 

Baby Shower 
There will be a baby shower for Tanya Milnor 
March 13th at 2:00 pm. See board For more info. 

Calendar 
/ 

March 
10 Men's Weigh Down Workshop 7:00 pm 
12-14 Northland Teen Retreat 
13 Baby Shower For Tanya Milnor 
13 40th Birthday Party For Greg Hunt 
14 Worship Service At Orient 
15 Women's Bible Study In The Annex 
17 50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
18 Bible Study At Orient, 6:00 p.m. 
20 International Potluck 
20 Teen Rally At Spring Rd. 9am-1 pm 
21 50's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
26 COCS Grandparents Day 
29 Teen Group 
29 Women's Bible Study In The Annex 

New Address 
Beth Tignor has moved, Her new address is: 
Beth Tignor, C/O Carol Hayes, 

Last Week 

Russia 

Youth Min. 

Youth Min 

4100 Five Oaks Dr. #2{3 
Durham N.C. 277077 

Phone# 919-490-8675 

Contributions 

$5223 I Avg YTD 

$245 I Avg YTD 

$290 I Avg YTD 

Total I .... 

$5089 

$222 

$267 

$15514 

Services Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 

Sunday Bible-Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 
IQ·30 ruu Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5;~0 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Saved-From Embarrassment 
It was July 4, 1954, I Corps Artillery, Korea. The armistice had been signed 
the summer before. The I Corps Commander, a three star general, had 
scheduled his baseball team to play the Corps Arty's team. It may seem 
strange, but Corps Arty is much larger than Corps. Corps is strictly a tactical 
headquarters unit, it has very few men assigned or attached to it. Corps 
Arty, on the other hand, is much larger. At the time, we had perhaps 18 
battalions attached, each battalion consisting of from 600 to 800 men. The 
Corps Arty Commander, a two star general, took his baseball very seriously. 
He had a full-time team consisting mostly of professional players who were 
drafted by Uncle Sam. 

Corps was the visiting team. Three men up, three men out. Bottom of the 
first. Lots of hits and home runs. No outs. Corps ran out of pitchers. Their 
catcher, a sergeant, tried his arm at pitching. Score 0-18, still bottom of the 
first, still no outs. 

The sergeant left the mound and approached the Corps Arty Commanding 
General. He wiped the sweat from his face, stood at attention, saluted, and 
in a loud voice boomed, "Sir, request permission to call the game on ac
count of snow." 

The general stood up, returned the salute, and in an equally loud voice, 
"Permission granted." · 

I've been in similar situations, on the losing side of a terribly lop-sided 
game. It's embarrassing and humiliating! What strikes me about this story 
is the willingness of the general to take an action that would alleviate as 
much embarrassment as possible to the pitiful losing team. 

It seems to me that's what love does. In the story of Jesus and the woman 
taken in adultery Uohn 8: 1-11 ), there seems to be a distinct effort on the part 
of Jesus to draw attention away from the woman to relieve some of her em
barrassment (though he still held her accountable for her actions). 

That's a difficult thing to do, but one for which we must strive - to hold our 
friends accou ~table for their actions, while seeking to minimize their embar
rassment. I'm thankful for friends in my life who have done that for me. 
"And above all things have fervent love for one another, for 'love will cover 
a multitude of sins."' (I Peter 4:8). 

Alan Smith (Boone, NC) 
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STRESS MANAGEMENT 101 

I'm not very good at managing the stress that 
comes into my life. How about you? I wish I'd 
taken "Stress Managerpent 101 " when I was in 
college - but it probably would have given me 
too many hours that semester and stressed me 
out bit time! 

Donald Tubesing is a consultant who helps 
teach people techniques for coping with pres
sure and tension. One of his most helpful in
sights to me was this simple observation: 
*Stress is our response to a situation, not the 
situation itself.* That means it is within our 
power to minimize - if not eliminate - certain 
stresses by making a choice. No, I can't control 
my circumstances. But I can choose my reac
tion to them. 

Here is Tubesing's example: "If you get stuck 
in traffic, you can work yourself up and yell at 

' anyone who beeps his horn. Or you could 
view the time you're sitting there as the only 
uninterrupted 15 minutes you'll have all day." 
As my wife could tell you, that would be quite 
a stretch for me. I'm not able to do it yet. 

If stress is inevitable to tough situations, Jesus 
would have been the most stressed-out person 
who ever lived. Yet he was anything but a 
tense and grouchy nian. He didn't snap at peo
ple. There is no evidence that felt uptight, 
high-strung, and edgy. Nobody ever had a 
tougher job to do in a limited amount of time. 
Nobody ever had more depending on him. 

· Nobody ever had more inept helpers. But he 
never panicked. · ' 

The secret to Jesus' composure may well be 
found in Psalm 91'. It begins with an affirma
tion of faith: "I will say of the Lord, 'He is my 
refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I 
trust" (v.2). It closes with this promise from 
God to those who put their trust in him: 
"Because he loves me, I will rescue him;' I will 
protect him, for he acknowledges my name. 
He will call upon me, and I will answer him; I 
,will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him 
and honor him" (vs. 14-15). 

Psalm 91 was not written for the benefit of the 
one perfect Son of God alone. It is in the Bible 
to encourage *all* God's children - espedally 
those of us who are badly flawed in our faith 
and who tend to fret, fume, and fidget too 
much. 

My goal for the coming week is not to avoid 
tough situations and a pressure-packed work 
schedule. That's impossible, for I've already 
glanced ahead at my calendar of commitments! 
Instead, my more realistic and reachable goal is 
to tackle the week in' v'iew of God's promise to 
answer, protect, and rescue me from anything 
that could overwhelm my faith or remove his 
sustaining grace my life. 

2 

Rubel Shelly & The Woodmont Hills Church 

"I will say of the LORD, 
He is my refuge and my fortress, 

my God, i~ whom I trust." 
Psalm 91:2 

61·owth In Jesus 

SMASHING OUR IDOLS 
A Study of Idolatry Based On Isaiah 44 

Week Ten: Common Idols-Technology & 
Methodology 

We shall examine these two idols together, be
cause their appeal is so similar. They arB more 
subtle than the previous idols we have discussed. 
Those idols, (m.aterialism, popularity, &c) rely on 
force to be effective. That is, they win new wor
shipers through raw appeals to fear, guilt, ego, and 

' the like. But technology and methodology win 
their followers through the different means of in
toxication. Instead of promising what they cannot 
deliver, they deliver what they promise, but at the 
cost of slowly distracting us from more important 
matters. By promising and producing results, effi
ciency, and apparent control, they subtly cause hu
mans to rely on gadgets and programs instead of 
on God. 

Humans tend to think of their own times as un.ique 
and special. One consequence is that persons of 
every era tend to exaggerate the importance of 
anything new in their lifetimes. New technology is 
always hyped to an absurd degree, and is pro
moted as the way to a better, easier life. This is not 
new; every ~ge has done this. And every genera
tion has had just as many problems as the one be
fore; they are just different on the surface. Tech
nology always solves some old problems, and al
ways creates just as many new ones. A Christian 
ought to learn to step back and realize that techno
logical developments are remarkably trivial from 
God's viewpoint, and from the eternal perspective. 
Their never has been, and never will be, an inven
tion that saves souls more efficiently than God. 

Nor will their ever be. any technology that 'makes 
humans less sinful. All technology does is make 
some old sins less appealing, while creating oppor
tunities for reprobates to commit new ones. 

Christians should resist two equal and opposite fol-
1 ies. First, they should resist getting caught up in 
the perpetual hype abdut progress and advance
ment. The only progress that has any genuine 
meaning is that in bringing ourselves and others 
closer to God. This does not require any machin
ery or technology. Then, we must avoid the oppo
site tendency to moan and lament about how 
much better things were in the past. They were 
neither better nor worse, they were just different 
on the surface. Chances are very good that, when 
you were much younger, you had fewer responsi
bilities. It is also very likely that, as you have 
grown.older, you have gradually realized just how 
sinful humans are. When you were young, you 
did not see it as clearly. For these reasons, many 
Christians erroneously think of earlier days as a 
simpler time with less sin and more morality. This 
is a delusion, and one which we would do well to 
cure ourselves of. 

It should be clear that many of the same points ap
ply to methods, to ways of getting things done. A 
method or plan or agenda is never in itself the so
lution to any genuine problem. (They are indeed 
the solutions to many trivial problems.) The real 
needs that we have in our lives cannot be fulfilled 
by anything other than by accessing God's power, 
love and wisdom. Often, particular methods will 
assist us in our ministries. But if they succeed, it is 
not the methods that have the power, and if they 
fail, it is not the methodology that is at fault. 

- Mark W. Carner 
, -
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
hand soap, jelly, macaroni and cheese, rice, 
kleenex. 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Shirley Bur
nett at the death of her father. The funeral was 
last Wednesday in Florida. 

1 

Potters Children Home 
lf°you would like to donate to Potters Children's 
Home, the requested donation is $3 worth of 
dryer sh~ets and $~cash from each family. 
There is a box in the foyer for the dryer sheets. 
Cash can be put in the contribution marked for 

1
: Potters or given to Roy Estep. 

Hospitalized 
Linda Bickley's mother, Lorene DeLaBergne, is 
in the hospital in Harmon, TX following a heart 
attack. Please keep them in your prayers. 

Hola !· 
Bring an international dish ar:id drinks to share 
Saturday evening March 20th at 6:30 pm in the 
Annex. Cups, plates, napkins and plasticware 
will be provided. See Sam, Lynn, or Will for 
more info. Ciao! 

Calendar 

March 
12-14 Northland Teen Retreat 
14 Worship Service At Orient 
15 Women's Bible Study In The Annex 
17 50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
18 Bible Study At Orient, 6:00 p.m. 
20 International Potluck. 
20 Teen Rally At Spring Rd. 9am-1 pm 
21 50's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
26 COCS Grandparents Day 
29 Teen Group 
29 Women's Bible Study In The Annex 

c.o.c.s. 
The school will be selling Meijer and Kroger 
certificates beginning next week. They are 
available for $5 1 $10 and $20 and the store will 
donate 5% to the school. The certificates can 
be used for any purchase at Kroger or Meijer for 
the dollar amount purchased. Please consider 
purchasing the certificates from the school to do 
your shopping with. They will be available af
ter class on Wednesday evenings in the foyer 
beginning next week or call the school office. 

Contributions 

Teens Last Week ' $5435 Avg YTD $5121 

All teen mentoring groups are c.ancelle~ for Russia $283 Av YTD $227 Wednesday March 17th. We will meet 1n the g 
auditorium with Bobby Graham, our youth min- Youth Min. $540 Avg YTD $291 
ister candidate. Parents are welcome. Teen group 1--------.--+-----------1 
iscancelledfortonight,March.14th. YouthMin Total ......_ $16054 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worsl,lip Service 
Sunday Even in'g 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Alien, F rank Chappell, Roy E~tep, Gene :Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am 1Jeaco11s: Brian Arnold, Tom Ba~ardt, Joe Barozzin:i, Jotm Bradley,, ~ 

!0:30 am S_teve Carver, Lynn Q.ha'tlpney,Darrell~~tep, Jack Evan·s, Dop Gillespje, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam L~slie, Jack Mauersber&. Beryl McMaste(S, 
1:0'0 pm .Mark MQrris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Return To The Gospel 
Recently a minister in the Church of Christ was curious how often· 
other ministers preach on the life of Christ: the Gospel. He conducted 
a small survey and found the percentage very low. He concluded that 
maybe we spend so much time trying to figure out how to be a Chris
tian, that we forget to look at why we became Christians. In Revelation 
2:4 Christ tells the church in Ephesus, "You have forsaken your first 
love. 11 Is it possible they strayed too far away from the Gospel? To this 
same church Paul wrote, "There is one body and one Spirit - just as 
you were called to one hope when yqu were called - one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism; one God and Father of a.II, who is over all and 
through all and in all." (Ephesians 4:4-6) 

nderstanding how to live the Christian life is obviously very impor
tant. W~ did n~t become Christians just to ignore or reject the lifestyle 
of the Christian. We have been given the scriptures for a reason. The 
Epistles were written to churches that, of all things, were made up of 
sinners. Can you imagine worshipping next to a sinner? Try to imag
ine this, the person sitting next to you is worshipping with a sinner. 
Paul tells us, "There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the re
demption that came by Jesus Christ." (Romans 3:22-24) Did you notice 
he did not say, "We have all sinned, now this is what you need to do?" 
He also did not exclude himself. Instead, he refers the reader back to 
the cross. There is no formula here except that of grace. We cannot 
free ourselves, save ourselves, or sanctify ourselves. Only the blood of 
Christ can save us. i 

In what has become known as the Great Commission, Christ tells the, 
apostles to " ... go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach
ing them to obey everything I have commanded you." (Matthew 
28:19,20) the point is we need to return to the Gospel. If I had to 
choose between having the four Gospels or the entire Bible without the 
Gospels, I would have to choose the life of Christ. He is the reason I 
am saved. It is because of his sacrifice, I have grace. It is his blood that 
sanctified me so that I, a sinner, can worship the creator. Let us not for
sake our first love. 

Richard Burch 
Temple City, California 
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Se1·1ti11g God 

PROVE ANYTHING BY THE BIBLE 

The observation, "You can prove anything by 
the Bible,"is often with mindless abandon as
serted by those who reveal by such a statement · 
that their respect for the authority and validity 
of its teaching approaches zero. What is clearly 
proved by such an affirmation is that (a) those 
who so affirm are ignorant of, or have disre
garded the Books' owh claims of inerrancy; (b) 
they are aware that the Source they minimize 
does not support their views of matters relig
ious, and so (c) they would impeach the Book 
itself by questioning its integrity and reliability! 
(Isaiah 5:20; Proverbs 17:15). 

We do not think that those who so assert would 
be pleased were the accusation leveled against 
them, '~Anything can be proved by you!" The 
implication of such a statement, universally 
known to be characteristic only of liars, deceiv
ers, and hypocrites, would be bitterly resented 
and rejected: yet these people do not hesitate 
to imply that God, Christ, the Holy Spirit and 
the Scriptures are really unworthy of our re
spect and belief because they testify on all sides 
of all propositions! This sinful and perverse im
putation,is positively and palpably false and 
will be immediately repudiated by all thought
ful and discerning people. In defending the sa
cred writing against such a wicked charge, we 
are simply supporting the Scriptures' own 
claims of trustworthiness, 'reliability and credi
bility (Psalms 118:89; 2 Timothy 3:17-18). 

Equally objectionable is the thoughtless and 
oft-repeated statement, "People just, don't un
derstand the Bible alike!!' In this fashion do 

some seek to justify the endless conflicts and 
contradictions today shamefully existing in the 
religious world. The trust is, there is only one 
way to understand anything - the right way. 
People may misunderstand the teaching of the 
Scriptures a hundred different ways; there is 
really no end to perversions and misapprehen'
sions of Scripture; but, all who understand the 
Bible at all, understqnd it correctly; any 9ther 
view is not another "understanding," but' a mis
understanding of it. 

It is axiomatic that a proposition cannot be 
both true and false at the same time; all truth is 
harmonious and is never in conflict with itself. 
It follows, therefore, the Bible being true, only 
one conclusion may be properly and logically 
deduced from any affirmation on any given 
subject, and the opposite conclusion is neces
sarily false regardless of who holds it, or how 
long it may have been held. Moreover, no true 
friend of the Bible will want to assign a 
"meaning" to any word or statement therein 
which conflicts with the plain and obvious 
teaching of the Book elsewhere. 

Many matters are clearly ahd unmistakably 
taught in the Holy Scriptures. Among the most 
important is that while man, in his unregener
ate state is lost, Jesus died for him and thus 
made salvation available through his vicarious 
suffering and death on the cross. To appropri
ate this salvation, man must comply with the 
conditions the Redeemer himself announced 
(Mark 16: 15-16; Acts 2!3B) and I ive a godly, 
consecrated, Christian life until the Lord ca~ls 
him home to his ultimate and eternal rest (2 Pe
ter 1 :S-11; Revelation 22: 14). 

Guy N. Woods 
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61·owth In Jesus 

SMASHING OUR IDOLS 
A Study of Idolatry Based On Isaiah 44 

Week Eleven: Topple Your Idols 

There are many other idols besides those we have 
looked at in detail. Now that you understand their 
basic features, you will be able to identify and deal 
with many idols beyond the specific ones we have 
described. There a.re many idols that are variations 
of, or similar to, these basic ones. For example, 
rather than craving general popularity, many indi
viduals instead become idolatrous of specific per
sons or relationships. Likewise, many humans do 
not wish for lavish material goods, out simply for 
ease and comfort. There are many other examples 
which you can probably think of. 

But identifying idols is only the beginning. Our 
spiritual well-being depends on our ability to top
ple them, to crush them, to deny them even a 
small place in our hearts. Once we become aware 
of an idol, whether it has already entered our 
hearts or is merely a temptation, we must take ac
tion. Do not suppose that an idol will simply re
treat if you leave it alone. If you do not topple it, if 
you do not fight it, then one way or another, it will 
get you. 

The first thing to do in attacking an idol is to ex
pose it for what it is: a cruel, direct threat to your 
relationship with God, and to everything good that 
comes. from it. It is a deadly mistake to underesti
mate the sinister nature of idols. Even believers are 
drawn into idol worship because they find an idol 
attractive and seductive, because they see in it a 
sweet appeal to make their . lives more full and 
happy. Do not be deceived - an idol does not'care 

about you or your happiness. Every idol has a 
heart of glass, and cares only about ens1laving you. 
If it brings you short-term pleasure, it is only to con
fuse you, and to make your eventual misery that 
much more devastating. But God cares about you, 
and wants the best for you, anq any short-term 
pain that comes from serving him is only necessary 
to making you a better and more fulfilled soul. . 

Then, once you have resolved to oppose the idol(s) 
in your life,· make sure to let God's power defeat it, 

I 

not your own. If you try to go toe-to-toe with ' an 
idol on your own power, you will be crushed, and 
will wind up even more deeply under its control. 
Therefore, do not make the terrible mistake of try
ing to fight an idol with will-power alone. You 
must involve God: use his Word, his Spirit, and his 
people. Use prayer, the Scriptures, and your Chris
tian relationships. 

·Finally, do not give up when it seems diffic~lt. 
Idols would not be so widespread if they could 
easily be beaten. Knowledge, honesty, and humil
ity will not by themselves defeat an idol; you must 
also persevere, and be ready to endure both victo
ries and defeats. Do not become prideful in vic
tory, and do not surrender in defeat. When God 
strengthens you and allows you to crush a tempta
tion, just use what you have learned to get ready 
for the next challenge. Then, when the tide is 
high, and you feel about to drown from tempta
tion, hold on and call to God to deliver you from 
evil. He will. 

- Mark W Carner 

"Dear children., keep 
' 1 fr 'd' { II yourse,,iyes · om t 0 1 s. 

l]ohn 5:21 
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Family Information Calendar 

Food Pantry Needs March 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 21 50's Plus Eat Out Sunday 

COCS Grandparents Day 
Teen Group 

pancake mix, hand soap, canned juice, paper 26 
towels, kleenex, muffin mix, syrup. 29 

Potters Children Home 29 Women's Bible Study In The Annex 

If you would like to donate to Potters Children's April 
Home, the requested donation is $3 worth of 1 Bible Study At Orient 

·COCS Spring Break Starts 
50 's Plus Meeting 

dryer sheets and $5 cash from each family. 2 
There is a box in the foyer for the dryer sheets. 7 
Cash can be put in the contribution marked for 12 Women's Bibi~ Study 7:00 p.m. 

Bible Study At Orient Potters or given to Roy Estep. 15 

Cookies 
The COCS Brownie Troop has extra Girl Scout 
cookies for sale. Please see Caiti Morris or 
Adrienne Bradley if interested. 

Men's Softball Team 
If you are interested in being on the church soft
ball team this year, either full time or part time, 
see Phil Stafa! We play in a church only league, 
it's a great way to meet other Christians. Games 
will start in May, with one game a week, either 
Tuesdays or Thursdays. 

Thanks From Orient 
I want to thank you for all the small things you 
do for the men at Orient Correctional Institute. I 
have had great blessing from your group and 
want to thank you for your love in Jesus Christ. I 
have stood for Christ for many years and not be
cause I am here have I given up on Him. I hold 
on to the truth in my case and the forgiveness in 
my heart. Love in Christ, Walter Hendrix. 

Easter Lily's 
If you are interested in a Memorial Lily for 
Easter Sunday, April 4th. Please forward monies 
and names of those remembered by March 31, 
1999 to Toni Leslie. Each lily is $5.50. 

Special Guest 
Hillary Motsinger will be with us next Sunday 
as he travels to OVC to participate in their semi
nar. He will speak to us at the morning service 
and spend time encouraging the Prison Ministry 
workers in the afternoon. 

Contributions 

Last Week $3992 I Avg YTD $5027 

Russia $21 O I Avg YTD $226 

Youth Min. · $21 O I Avg YTD $285 

Youth Min Total I ..._ $16264 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:001llil 

Elders: Wilbur Aile~, Erank Chappell, Roy Est~p, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Bal'ozzini, John BtaQ.ley, 
Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie. Lou 
Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Holding A Grudge 

One day a visitor leaned on the old fence around a farm, while 
he watched an old farmer plowing with a mule. 

After a while, the visitor said, "I don't like to tell you how to run 
your business, but you would not have to work so hard if you 
would just say, "gee" and "haw" to that mule instead of just tug
ging on those lines." 

The old farmer stopped and pulled a big handkerchief from his 
pocket and wiped his face. Then he said, "Reckon you're right, 
but this animal kicked me five years ago and I ain't spoke to him 
since." 

Some of us hold a grudge for a long, long time. We can remem
ber distinctly the words that were spoken to us or the way we 
were mistreated and "we'll never forgive". Unfortunately, 
grudges don't hurt others nearly as much as they hurt us. But no 
matter how hard it may be, we'll tug on those reins until the day 
we die, rather than seek reconciliation. 

"Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put 
away from you, with all malice. And be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ for
gave you." (Ephesians 4:31-32). 

Are there any mules you're not talking to? 

Alan Smith (Boone, NC) 

('Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling 
an,d slander, alongwith every form ,of malice. Be 
kind and eompassionate to one another, forgi'Qing 

each other, just as in Christ God forgave you." 
Ephesians 4:31-32 



Ser11ing 6od 

"SOWING TO PLEASE THE SPIRIT" 

Galatians 6:7-9 Do not be deceived: God 
cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he 
sows. The one who sows to please his sin
ful nature, from that nature will reap de
struction; the one who sows to please the 
spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 
Let us not become weary in doing good, 
for at the proper time we will reap a har
vest if we do not give up. 

1. Do not become weary in doing good. 

Easy' to say, difficult to put in to practice. 
We al I I ive fairly hectic I ives, but one of Sa
tan's schemes is to keep us so worn out we 
do not have time to think of others or our 
relationship with God. How do we avoid 
being weary? Some things come to mind; 
remain in Him and He will remain in you. 
Uohn 14:4) W~ cannot do anything pleas
ing to God without a dynamic relationship 
with Him. We must remain in the Word 
and in .prayer in order not to become weary 
and to see fruit. We need the body and we 
need to have strong relationships. Small 
groups are a great place to start. 

2. Do not give up. 

I 
We need to keep the end in mind! We 
have an eternal home. All the troubles and 
difficulties of this day will disappear. We 
need to live above the troubles of today be-

cause victory has already been won. "We 
have this hope as an anc~or for the souls, 
firm and secure." (Heb. 6:19) "For every
one born of God overcomes the world. 
This is the victory that has overcome the 
world, even our faith." (1 John 5:4) When 
we have the end in mind, giving up never 
comes to mind. We know we have the vic
tory. 

3. Do good to all people, especially to 
those who belong to the family of believ
ers. 

We need to be there for each other. En
couraging, exhorting, calling one another 
higher, but also comforting each other in 
the valleys when we are in pain and in 
need of someone to listen and understand. 
We need e9th other and the world needs 
to see something special in the church for 
it to be attractive. The Church needs to be 
a light in the darkness and if the light is 
hard to see or very dim, we are not to 
blame the darkness, but ourselves. 

Sowing to please the spirit is vital for the 
church to groyv, for the church to bear fruit, 
and for the church to reproduce. Trying. to 
do it any other way will only result i'n fail
ure. 

Brian Arnold 

2 

6/'owlh In Jesus 

YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN 
A STUDY OF JOHN 3 

Week One: Thematic Introduction 

Everyone in the churches of Christ would agree 
wholeheartedly when Jesus tells Nicodemus that 
he "must be born again". We know that one of the 
major shortcomings of most religious groups is 
their failure (or refusal) to accept this teaching and 
its implications. But do we ourselves fully grasp 
what it means, and do we in the church accept the 
full implications for our lives, beliefs, and teach
ings? 

The third chapter of John's gospel is a detailed 
statement of the many fundamental implications of 
being a genuinely "born-again" believer. While 
we all know that a regenerated, resurrected life 
must begin with a believer's repentance, confes
sion, and baptism, the need for continual renewal 
and growth hardly ends with the conversion expe
rience. 

When a baby is in its mother's womb, it has no 
responsibility, no concerns, no challenges. But as 
soon as that child is born, he or she suddenly en
ters a new and unfamiliar world far larger and far 
different from the familiar pre-birth world. All of a 
sudden there is much to do, and many threats to 
one's well-being and even to one's existence. The 
comfortable feeling of the womb is gone forever, 
,and constant adjustment and learning are neces
sary to survive iri this new environment. 

So too, every reborn Christian must immediately 
begin to grow and to adapt to a new spiritual envi
ronment. It would be contradictory to- go through 
what Jesus describes as a re-birth, only to continue 

with the same attitudes and lifestyles we already 
had. In Romans 6, Paul describes it in the even 
stronger terms of death and resurrection, co~par
i ng the experience of conversion through baptism 
with dying, being buried, and then being resur
rected to live again. Surely, Paul teaches, no orie 
who went through such an experience could possi
bly return to his or her old perspectives, beliefs, 
and attitudes towar.ds I ife. 

Christian rebirth involves much more than an ac
ceptance of Scriptural salvation plus a few basic 
outward changes. It involves accepting a contin
ual challenge to everything we think about our
selves, other humans, the world around us, and 
God himself. For most humans, the process of 
changing perspectives preconceived beliefs ·is 
everi more painful arid threatening than making 
lifestyle adjustments. Changi~g what we think and 
believe brings out our deepest insecurities, which 
can produce fear, anxiety, and even anger. Just as 
a child emerging from the womb finds this new 
world in many ways to be terrifying and hostile, so 
too a reborn Christian must face many unpleasant 
truths and realities. 

And yet, how many of us would choose to leave 
this world and return to the womb? That woµld 
indeed provide security and .shelter, but it would 
also bring confinement, helplessness, lack of hu
man contact, and an inability to experience most 
of the things that make life worth,while. Once we 
have been part of a greater reality, we don't want 
to leave it. So too, Christians should not look 
longingly at their unfaithful past, when they had 
more apparent liberty to think and act as they 
chose. Now we are a part of an even g'reater real
ity, an even greater kingdom, which does bring 
greater challenges, but which also brings deeper 
satisfaction, contentment, and security when we 
accept its call. 

- Mark W. Carner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix, pancake syrup, canned juice, pa
per towels, kleenex, hot chocolate. 

Congratulations 
Caleb Grafton was Baptized March 3rd . 
Scott Hopkins was Baptized March 14th. 

Welcome 
Debra Fischer placed membership last Sunday 

Potters Children Home 
This is the last week for donations to Potter's 
Children's Home. The pick-up day is March 
29th. The requested donation is $3 of dryer 
sheets and $5 cash. See Roy Estep for more in
formation. 

Thank You 
Shirley Burnett and family wish to thank the 
Northland congregation for their thoughtful pray
ers, cards and flowers in the passing of her fa
ther. Please continue to pray for Shirley. 

Thank You 
Please accept our thanks for the flowers you sent 

21 
26 
29 
29 

1 
7 
10 
12 
15 
18 
21 
26 
29 

Calendar 

March 
50's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
COCS Grandparents Day · 
Teen Group 
Women's Bible Study In The Annex 

April 
Bible Study At Orient 
50's Plus Meeting 
Youth Rally In Woodsfield Ohio 
Women's Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 
Bible Study At Orient 
50's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
50's Plus Meeting 
Women's Bible Study In The Annex 
Bible Study At Orient 

Easter Lilies 
If you are interested in a Memorial Lily for 
Easter Sunday, April 4th. Please forward monies 
and names of those remembered by March 31, 
1999 to Toni Leslie. Each lily is $5.50. 

to the memorial services for John E. Dunkin. i---------------------1 
Ruth, Sharon, Jack & Sally Dunkin & families 

Youth 
There will be a youth rally in Woodsfield, Ohio 
on Saturday April 10th. It is a 2 1/2 hr trip each 
way, so we will leave early Saturday morning 
and return around 11 p.m. Please see a youth 
leader for more info. 

Last Week 

Russia . 

Youth Min. 

Youth Min 

Contributions 

$6840 Avg YTD $5166 

$320 AvgYTD $233 

$480 Avg YTD $300 

Total .... $16744 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen; Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Our Thinking VS. God's Promises 

"It's impossible" 
All things are possible (Luke 18:27) 

"I'm too tired" 
I will give you rest (Matthew 11 :28-30) 

"Nobody really loves me" 
I love you Uohn 3: 16 & John 13:34) 

"I can't goon" 
My grace is sufficient (II Corinthians 12:9 & Psalm 91:15) 

"I can't figure things out" 
I will direct your steps (Proverbs 3:5-6) 

"I can't do it" 
You can do all things (Philippians 4: 13) 

"I 'm not able" 
I am able (II Corinthians 9:8) 

"It's not worth it" 
It will be worth it (Romans 8:28) 

"I can ' t forgive myself" 
I forgive you (I John 1 :9 & Romans 8: 1) 

"I can't manage" 
I will supply all your needs (Philippians 4:19) 

"I'm afraid" 
I have not given you a spirit of fear (II Timothy 1 :7) 

"I'm always worried and frustrated" 
Cast all your cares on Me (I Peter 5:7) 

"I don't have enough faith" 
I've given everyone a measure of faith (Romans 12:3) 

"I'm not smart enough" 
I give you wisdom (I Corinthians 1 :30) 

"I feel all alone" 
I will never leave you or forsake you (Hebrews 13:5) 

(Kris Durr received this list from a friend, & has shared it with us) 



Serving 6od 

"THE HOUSE NOT MADE WITH 
HANDS, ETERNAL IN THE HEAVENS" 

Death is not an extinction, nor is it. the end 
of life. True, it is the end of this state of 
earthly existence; however, the separation 
of the spirit from the body does not mean 
the destruction of the spirit, but rather a 
sleep and an awakening in a better land. 

When a Christian dies, we must remember 
that what we bury is "only the body of our 
loved one, for the spirit haws gone to be 
with the Lord. 

One day in his eightieth year, John Quincy 
Adams was tottering down a Boston street. 
He was approached by a friend who asked, 
"And how is John Quincy Adams today?" 

The former president of the United States 
replied graciously, "Thank you, John 
Quincy Adams is well, sir, quite well; and I 
thank you. But the house in which he lives 
at present is becoming dilapidated. It is 
tottering upon its foundations. Time and 
the seasons have nearly destroyed it. Its 
roof is pretty well worn out, its walls are 
much shattered, and it trembles with every 
wind. The old tenement is becoming al
most uninhabitable, and I think John 
Quincy Adams will have to move out of it 
soon; but he himself is quite well, sir quite 
well." With this, the venerable statesman, 
leaning heavily upon his cane, moved 

slowly down the street. 

John Quincy Adams expressed the same 
assurance which has been given to every 
Christian. He knew that if the earthly 
house of this tabernacle were dissolved, 
we have a building· of God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in ·the heavens 
(2 Cor. 5: 1 ). 

Before He made His departure from the 
earth, after He had completed the work He 
had come to do, Jesus said to His follow
ers, Let not your heart be troubled. Be
lieve in God, believe also in me. In my Fa
ther's house are many mansions. I go to 
prepare a place for you .. ~·that where I am, 
there ye may be also (Jn. 14:1 f). 

Many Christians who have reached ad
vanced age could say with John Quincy 
Adams, "I am quite well, but the house in 
which I live is becoming dilapidated." 
With the promise of God before them, they 
look forward to the place Jesus has pre
pared where they may be with Him eter
nally. 

May we all be encouraged to live in such a 
way that when this earthly house becomes 
dilapidated, we can anticipate moving out 
of it into ,the house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. 

Doyle Wei Is via Lake Charles, LA 
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YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN 
A STUDY OF JOHN 3 

Week Two: The Need For A New Perspective 
(John 3:1-3) 

Nicodemus was a good man in many respects, a 
Pharisee, but much more honest and sincere 
than most. He realizes that Jesus is doing and 
saying some important things, and he makes a 
special effort personally to seek out Jesus. He 
seems not to know quite what he wants, but sim
ply tells Jesus that he knows that Jesus must 
come from God to be able to do the miracles he· 
has seen. · 

Jesus' famous reply is almost a non sequitur: i.n
stead of responding to Nicodemus's statement, 
Jesus simply says that if Nicodemus, or any other 
person, wishes to see the kingdom of God, then 
"he must be born again". It is important to grasp 
the significance of what Jesus is saying to him. 
Jesus never ignored anything that a true seeker 
said, no matter how nonsensical or ignorant, and 
he does not ignore Nicodemus's opening state
ment here, but rather responds directly to it. 

Consider Nicodemus's view of spiritual matters. 
His entire perspective on Jesus is this: I saw Jesus 
do miracles; Only God can do miracles; There
fore God must be with this Jesus. This is a per
fect syllogism, of which Aristotle himself would 
approve, and is of course correct as far (!S it goes. 
But Nicodemus is not able to take things any far
ther than that. Like most of the Pharisees, he re
q4ces everything to something he has dealt with 
before, either a .simple chain of logic or a well
established rule of thumb, or in this case, both. 
Thus he is not able to grasp the deeper signifi-

cance of who Jesus was, and why he had come. 
He knows that God is with Jesus, but is uncertain 
what, if any, implications this may have. Jesus' 
reply, therefore, is directed straight at this limited 
mentality that Nicodemus has, and is a call for 
this good-hearted Pharisee to look beyond the 
familiar, and see everything· in a new way. Rea
son is just as valuable in Christianity as in any 
other area, but Christians must learn to reason 
from a fresh perspective. 

We would do well to accept Jesus' full challenge 
ourselves. Like this Pharisee, most believers go 
as far as assenting to some fundamental proposi
tions about who Jesus was, and about how to 
have our sins forgiven, then perhaps make a few 
lifestyle changes, but fail to develop a new per
spective suitable for their regenerated lives. The 
ways that most Christians look at themselves, 
their lives, the church, other persons, and God 
himself, are all too often little different from the 
ways that benighted unbelievers view them. 

For example, even many New Testament Chris
tians still view _God as a basically anthropomor
phic being, an old man in the sky or some such 
silly thing, because they do not want to make the 
effort to think in spiritual terms. Likewise, too 
many believers evaluate the church and its con
gregations by worldly standards, making it a 
numbers game, or demanding entertainment, or 
turning it into· a social club. In these and many 
other such areas, we must go beyond the familiar 
and comfortable, to see things from God's view
point. That is a necessary part of being spiritu
ally reborn. Jesus will next begin to explain how 
this is done. 

- Mark W. Carner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix, pancake syrup, paper towels, 
kleenex. 

Clothing needed 
David Lee Perkins is being paroled from Orient 
and is in need of some basic clothing to get 
started. Please see Will Bickley for needs and 
sizes. 

Girl's Night Out 
There will be.a Girl's Night Out on Thursday, 
April 22. More details will be coming over the 
next few weeks. 

c.o.c.s. 
The school will be selling Meijer and Kroger cer
tificates beginning this week. They are available 
for $5, $10 and $20 and the store will donate 
5 % to the school. The certificates can be used 
for any purchase at Kroger or Meijer. Please 
consider purchasing the certificates from the 
school to do your shopping with. They will pe 
available after class ort Wednesday evenings in 
the foyer or call the schoo.1 office at 475-0335. 

1 
7 
10 
12 
15 
18 
21 
22 
26 
29 

Calendar 

Aprii 
Bible Study At Orient 
50's Plus Meeting 
Youth Rally In Woodsfield Ohio 
Women's Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 
Bible Study At Orient 
50's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
50's Plus Meeting 
Girl's Night Out 
Women's Bible Study In The Annex 
Bible Study At Orient 

Needed 

A lady with several small children came to the 
food pantry this past Wednesday - they have no 
refrigerator. If you or someone you know has a 
refrigerator that we could give to this family, 
please see Cindi Gillespie. , 

Contributions 

Last Week $4930 Avg YTD $5149 

Russia $230 AvgYTD $233 

Youth Min. $658 AvgYTD $325 

Youth Min Total .... $17402 

Services Elders: Wilbur:Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne 

Sunday Sible Stuqy 
Sunday Wo~hip s·ervice 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Toi:n Barnhardt. Joe Barozz.in.i, John Bradley, 
10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champoey, DarreJl EStep, JackEvans, Don Gillespie: Lau 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jaok Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters 
7:0Q pm Mark Moms,' Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ ' 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 

c 
z 
<i: 
...J 

::c 
I-

0:: 

0 

z 

Honorable Parents 

"Honor your father and your mother" (Eph. 6:2) 

It is true that God has commanded children to "honor" their parents. But, no 
one can teach you children to honor you! That's the parents' responsibility! . 
There are no perfect parents, but parents can be honorable! The ideal situa
tion is honorable parents and honoring children. How can parents gain their 
children's honor? Let me suggest five ways: 

· 1. First, love them. , 
Love gives what they need, not what they want. Give them your affection. 
Children need hugs! The tender touch of loving parents gives confidence and 
a sense of security. Love them by believing in them, dreaming, hoping, and 

raising them. Love them by listening and prayer. 

2. Second, lift them. 
Build them up! "Fathers, provoke not your children to anger; Jest they be dis
couraged" (Col. 3:21). Like a plant needs water, children need encourage
ment 

3. Third, limit them. 

~ · \ ~~/ J ~ 

....... ' ~ ~ 
It takes firm restrictions to set children free. So, you liberate them by limiting 
them. Eli failed to do this and p(!id dearly for his neglect (1 Sam. 3:13). Chi I~ 
dren will push to see iftheir parents will move. Every child needs discipline 
to give them a sense of security. But, always keep in mind that limits must be 
drawn with love. Sadly, our society is being deceived' into thinking that there 
are no limits. Parents, don't be afraid to say with firmness - "There are certain 
TV programs you will not watch; there are certain movies you won't see; there 
are places you won 't go; and there are things you won't do with my approval!" 
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4. Laugh with them. 
Lighten up! Learn to laugh! Fortunate is the family where joy and laughter is 
heard. Humans are the only creatures in God's creation who can laugh, weep 
and blush! Laughter is like sunshine in the house. 

5. Lead them. 
Don't just tell them what is right, show them! Show the meaning of character 
by demonstrating it. Train them by going before! Demonstrate contentment, · 

~ courage, courtesy, fairness, honesty, friendliness, self-control, generosity, grati-
C) tude and thrift. And by all means, lead them to the Lord. 
~ .. . 
~ The bottom line is: be honorable parents by believing, obeying and honoring 
l: God in your life!. 
Q. Clarence Deloach 
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Sel't1ing 6od 

. REVELATION AND ROCKS 

I had a gentleman tell me at a lectureship one time 
that petrified wood petrified him . I asked him what 
he meant, and he said that he could not explain the 
existence of many natural phenomena. I started to 
try to explain to him how science believes the wood 
was replaced by quartz and he said, "No, 1· mean 
that these logs out in this desert don't m.ake sense to 
me." 

I appreciated his candor and told him I thought his 
problem was very common. People struggle with 
dinosaur bones, fossil remains of ancient primates, 
and sometimes with the lack of fossil remains. 
Whether it is a religious fundamentalist or an atheis
tic evolutionist who is looking at the fossil, there is a 
problem with bias. Both of these extremists struggle 
with the same defect. They have formulated a per
sonal view of the history of life upon the earth, they 
have invested heavily in that personal view (in many 
ways - financially, morally, religiously, and philo
sophically). They are so locked into that view that 
when a fossil shows up that does not fit their view 
they either ignore it, claim it to be a mutant, or deny 
its existence as a real specimen. 

Examples of this process abound on all sides. There 
have been religious fundamentalists in the past who 
have denied the existence of dinosaurs, claimed hu
man remains and dinosaur bones exist together, 
claimed marine fossils or footprints existed in .vol
canic rocks, and denied the validity of fossils not 
easily, identifiable. In the same way there have been 
militant atheistic evolutionists who have denied the 
complexity of early forms of life, faked fossils, mis
represented the strata in which fossils were found, 
and denied the ease with which fossils can be classi
fied. 

I 
The evolution/creatton controversy has catalyzed 
this process on both sides. I recently had a man ask 

me whether I felt we should filter science through 
the Bible or filter the Bible through science. The 
question is really more of an ac;cusation than it is a 
search for answers. If you filter the Bible through 
science you interpret scripture in terms of what sci
ence believes at the moment. This ·is a dangerous 
thing to do because science changes. Some ideas of 
science looked at as fool ish in today's world were 
considered to be unquestionable 100 years ago. If 
you modify your understandings of the Bible to fit 
the current scientific theory you will almost cer
tainly make errors in your understanding of the Bi
ble. 

This is also true if you filter science through the Bi
ble. There are two major problems when one tries 
to do this. The first is that you may misunderstand 
the Bible and thus wrongly interpret science. The 
second is that very little of the Bible is written for 
the purpose of revealing scientific fact. Interpreting 
science by using a book of poetry or history would 
clearly cause you to misunderstand the science. 
The Bible contains books of poetry as well as books 
of history. 

It is our contention that the philosophy that Jesus 
expressed when He said "render unto Caesar the 
things that are Caesar's and unto God the things that 
are God's," is the correct way to function. There is 
no need to filter anything through anything else . In 
those cases where science and the Bible do happen 

· to address a common question, let each of them 
make their point. It is our contention that if this is 
done, they will eventually agree on the question at 
hand. The lesson of history has been that if there is 
a confl ict between science and the Bible there has 
either been bad science or bad theology or both. 
And there has been a lot of both. 
If God created and made everything there is, and if 
He then told us about it is His word, there is no way 
the two can conflict. 

John Clayton, from "Does God Exist?" 
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61·owth In Jestis 

YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN 
A STUDY OF JOHN 3 

not see or touch the wind, but we see its effects; 
and we know It is there. LikewisP., for the spiri
tually reborn, the source of life and power can
not be seen or descr.ibed in earthly terms, but its 
effects will be plain. Truly reborn believers 
must give up the literal-minded focus that we 

Week Three: Spiritual Rebirth (John 3:4-8) 

Nicodemus hears Jesus' call to be reborn, but 
cannot understand it He cannot think spiritu
ally, only literally, so the idea of being "born 
again" suggests only one thing - climbing back 
into the womb and coming back out. Now, 
even most pagans would realize that "born 
again" is figurative language, referring to a 
change in attitude or lifestyle. But this 
"religious" Pharisee is blinded by his fleshly 
thought patterns. Therefore Jesus repeats his 
call, explaining that this rebirth is not a physical 
rebirth, but a birth of water and Spirit. Anyone 
born of flesh has received a fleshly life to live. 
But anyone born of the Spirit will instead begin 
a spiritual life. 

' learn from worldly influences, and must instead 
come to grips with the unseen (and unseeable) 
world of the Spirit and his power. They must 
learn to rely on the Spirit, and not on tangible 
things. 

We know that being "born of water" refers to 
baptism. Some religious leaders, unable to ac
cept that they are not, already "right with God", 
try to weasel out of the necessity of baptism for 
salvation, despite the cl.ear teaching of the Scrip
tures. They essentially place their reliance on 
their own good deeds, instead of on God's 
authority. In our fellowship, we each were 
humble enough to admit the need to start our 
lives over, beginning with repentance and bap
tism. But, having been humble with the call to 
be born of water, we are too often prideful and ' 
resistant to the call to be born of the Spirit. We 
too often wish to escape from the frightening im-
plications of genuine spiritual rebirth. · 

Jesus compares the Spirit to the.wind. W e can-

Because certain denominations distort the con
cept of the Spirit's power, teaching and practic
ing absurdities whose frivolous and self-centered 
nature is opposed to the profound and God
centered message of Christianity, we in the 
church too often go to an opposite extreme. No 
amount of denominational silliness excuses our 
reducing the role of the Spirit today to sitting in
ertly inside,believers, in some vague, undefined 
way. Nor is it much better to reduce the Spirit 
to a handyman who does no more than fix our 
problems and help us with evangelistic tactics. 

The Spirit's greatest role is, as Jesus reveals in 
John 16, to guide us into all truth, and to reveal 
the things of God to us. He may fulfill smaller 
goals in our lives, but his real purpose is to pull 
us out of our worldly perspectives, so that we 
can live on a spiritual level that fills us with joy, 
peace, and purpose. He wants to release us 
from our fleshly literal-mindedness, and from 
the materialism and aggression that fuel so many 
beings in our society, so that we live instead by 
truth, righteousness, and spirituality: This proc
ess may be disorienting and even frightening at 
first, but it ultimately leads to the joyful and ful
filling, knowledge of a greater reality. 

- Mark W. Carner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
panc;ake mix, pancake syrup, paper towels, 
kleenex. 

To All Northland Members 
Please start making contact with your neighbors 
and friends to inv.ite them to attend our Bring 
Your Neighbor Day at Northland scheduled for 
Sunday, April 18, 1999 beginning at 10:30 a.m. 
This day will be celebrated with a special evan
gelistic sermon presented by our minister, Mike 
Hipes. There ,will be no 9:30 classes. How-
ever ... we will have our junior worship classes for 
nursery up through fifth grade. 
Immediately following, there will be a potluck 
lunch for all members and visitors in the annex. 
Plates, napkins, silverware, etc. will be furnished. 
After lunch our Praise and Worship Team will be 
presenting a concert in which all will be invited 
to sing with them. Our activities will conclude 
at 3 p.m. The regular evening services will be 
omitted. The Elders 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to the family 
of Eunice Gaskalla. The funeral was Thursday. 

Baptized 
Dion Hope was Baptized last Sunday. Praise the 
Lord! 

I 

Calendar 

April 
12 Women's Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 
15 Bible Study At Orient 
18 Bring Your Neighbor Day 
21 50's Plus Meeting. 

· 22 Girl's Night Out 
26 Women's Bible Study In The Annex 
29 Bible Study At Orient 

Teens 
The teen group is postponed from this Sunday, 

I ' 
April 11th until next Sunday, April 18. We will 

. leave from the building shortly after the potluck 
and will be outdoors, weather permitting .. Lo
cation to be announced. The devotional will 
focus on the physical suffering of Jesus. It will 
be a great time to bring your friends! 

Contributions 

I Last Week $3968 Avg YTD $5071 

Russia $160 AvgYTD $228 

Youth Min. $242 AvgYTD $320 

Youth Min Total ~ $17644 

Seniic;es 

iunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 

unday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur AUen,-Fnnk Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne 
9:30 am Deacons:.Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley 

W Cdnesday Evening 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Chwnpney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jae!k Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters 
7;00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Eva11gellsts: Mike Hipes,Tom Bambardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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What Is Repentance? 

11/n those days came john the Baptist. .. saying, Repent ye, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matthew 3: 1,2) 

The cry of all widening civilization has been "repent." Do not , 
be startled with the word, as if it were a church term and a Bible 
'-"ord only; it is a word you cannot do without in the history of 
secular civilization. Do not sneer at the preacher when he says, 
"repent," as if he had picked up a fanatical word and were using 
it for fanatical purposes. 

What is the meaning of this word, as used in this connection? 
The meaning of it is, change your purpose, alter your mind, turn 
around, do an about-face, you are on the wrong road, return! It 
is the utterance of men who haye a n_ew proposition to make in 
pOlitics, in commerce, in engineering, in all the ways and proc
esses of advancing life. He who corrects the thinking of his age, 
~aving verified his own conclusions in privacy, comes forth and 
says to his era, "Repent, you are wrong, change your mind, alter 
your standpoint." When the word is taken up into the religious 
sphere, and invested with its vital meanings, it still continues' the 
first signification, and enhances that signification with other 
meanings deeper and grander still. When a man repents of his 
sin, he knows the bitterness of inward sorrow, his heart weeps 
blood, his soul is afflicted with grievous distress on account of 
sin. Then the repentance expresses itself in an outward change 
of standing, attitude, and relationship, coming up out of an in
ward conviction wrought through infinite pain, and by ministries 
for which there are no words. 

Joseph Parker 
The Inner Life of Christ 

"In those days John the Baptist came, 
preaching in the Desert of Judea and saying, 
Repent, for the kingdpm of heaven is near." 

Matthew 3:1*2 



Ser11ing 6od 

TIMING IS EVERYTHING. 
. 

Charlie Boswell was blinded during World War 
. II while rescuing his friend from a tank that was 

under fire. He was a great athlete before his 
accident and in a testimony to his talent and 
determination he decided to try a brand new 
sport, a sport he never imagined playing, even 
with his eyesight. .. golf! 

Through determination and a deep love for the 
game he became the ·National Blind Golf 
Champion! He won that honor 13 times. One 
of his heroes was the great golfer Ben Hogan, 
so it truly was an honor for Charlie to win the 
Ben Hogan Award in 1958. 

Upon meeting Ben Hogan,· Charlie was aw
estruck and stated that he had one wish and it 
was to have one round of golf with the great 
Ben Hogan. 

Mr. Hogan agreed that playing a round to
gether would be an honor for him as well, as 
he had heard about all of Charlie's accomplish
ments and truly admired his skills. 

"Would you like to play for money, Mr. Ho
gan?" blurted out Charlie. 

"I can't play you for money, it wouldn't be 
fair!" said Mr. Hogan. 

"Aw, come on, Mr. Hogan ... $1,000 per hole!" 

"I can't, what would people think of me, taking 
advantage of you and your circumstance," re
plied the sighted golfer. 

-

"Chicken, Mr. Hogan?" 

"Okay," blurted a frustrated Hogan, "but I am 
going to play my best!" 

"I wouldn't expect anything else," said the con
fident Boswell. 

"You're on Mr. Boswell, you name the time 
and the place!" 

. A very self-assured Boswell responded: "10 
o'clock ... tonight!" 

Timing is everything! As Solomon said, "To 
everything there is a season, a time for every 
purpose under heaven." (Eccl. 3:1). But the 
problem for me has always been doing or say
ing something at the right time. So often, I'll 
leave a conversation and hours later be think
ing, "That's what I should have said!", but it's 
too late, the time has passed. 

Solomon also said, "A man has joy by the an
swer of his mouth, and a word spoken in due 

· season, how good it is!" (Prov. 15:23), or as the 
NCV translates it, "People enjoy giving good 
advice. Saying the right word at the right time 
is so pleasing." 

' Father, may the words I speak today be "the 
right words at the right time" both to be of help 
to others and to be a glory to You. In Jesus' 
name, amen. 

Have a great day (and a great weekend)! 

Alan Smith (Boone, NC) 
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61·owth /11 Jes11s 

YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN 
A STUDY OF JOHN 3 

Week Four: Understanding Through Humility 
(John 3:9-15) 

Despite Jesus' explanation of spiritual rebirth, Ni
codemus is now thoroughly baffled. He has 
never before thought of things in such spiritual 
terms. His usual methods of discussion - the 
Pharisaic emphasis on human authority, legal 
precedent, proof texts, contrived arguments, and 
the like - are useless in evaluating or responding 
to what Jesus has said. Since he can neither dis
pute nor comprehend what Jesus is saying, he 
simply says, "How can this be?" Jesus respect
fully reproves him for being a leader of God's 
people and yet understanding so little about 
God. 

Further, Jesus says, he has only been · talking 
about the basics. If Nicodemus cannot grasp the 
simple concept that he needs to be spiritually re
born, that he needs to cast off the Pharisaic mind
set that has been instilled in him, then he won't 
ever be able to understand anything truly spiri
tual. He is stuck at the very beginning, and no 
amount of teaching by Jesus will penetrate his 
heart and mind until and unless he first makes 
this basic adjustment in his thinking. But making 
this change does not take knowledge, or skill, or 

· even spirituality- it takes humility. 

Nicodemus struggles with what Jesus. is saying 
because he can't bring himself yet to acknowl- , 
edge that he needs to make such a basic change, 
that he needs to "start over" in such an important 
way. He must accept that all the years of careful 
law-keeping, conscientious study, and diligent 

righteousness are no substitute for the humble 
willingness to turn our lives over to God and his 
Spirit. Nicodemus was a good man in many re
spects, but he was led by human doctrines and 
human behavior standards. Jesus was telling him 
that it was time to be led instead by the Spirit. 

Many believers are like Nicodemus. They do 
their best to conform to outward "Christian" stan
dards, and they loyally repeat and agree with the 
things they hear taught in the church. But they 
never experience a true rebirth, they do not feel 
the Spirit's power in their lives, they find them
selves still drawn to worldly things, and worst of 
all, they treat the church as if it were a business, 
a political organization, or some other fleshly in
stitution - all because they have not "been trans
formed by the renewing of their minds" (Romans 
12:2). They are led by human definitions of re
ligion, instead of being led by God, his Word, 
and his Spirit. 

What makes this worse is that too many Chris
tians think that spiritual malaise can be cured by 
artificial ·means, such as new methodology, inno
vative doctrines, or guilt-motivation tactics. 
These work only for a short time, if at all. The 
real need is to develop a less fleshly and more 

• spiritual perspective, and to allow it to affect our 
lives. Most Christians would draw great spiritual 
benefit from re-evaluating their perspectives on 
their worship habits, use of the Scriptures, prayer 
lives, and the like. This does not mean adopting 
eccentric or radical practices in these areas, but 
rather allowing a more spiritual perspective to 
give new meaning to aspects of our relationship 
with God that too often become routine~ We'll 
look at some of these next time. 

~ Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 118 
pancake mix, tea bags, canned juice, kleenex. 21 

Please Mark Your Calendars Now! 
Mark your calendars now, and plan on attending 
the "Northland Congregational Banquet" on May 
21st, 7:00 p.m. at Monaco's. More details later. 

Thank You 
The beautiful planter was very comforting on the 
passing of my husband, Leon Turner, Sr. Thank 

22 
26 
29 

5 
9 
10 

13 you for your kindness and your prayers. , 
Evelyn Turner (Elvah Donald's mother) I 16 

16 
19 Thank You 

Your prayers, messages of sympathy and the 
beautiful planter for my family at the passing of 

21 
24 

my mother, Chrestine were greatly appreciated. 27 
There is an empty space in our hearts, but I 29 
know heaven is a little brighter with her passing. 30 

Eva Smith 

Parents Of Teens I 
Please come to the "Parents Potluck/Meeting" on 

Calendar 

April 
Bring Your Neighbor Day 
50's Plus Meeting 
Girl's Night Out 
Women's Bible Study 'in The Annex 
Bible Study At Orient 

May 
50's Plus Meeting 
Mother's Day 
Women's Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. 
In The Annex 
Bible Study At Orient 
50's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
Services At Willowbrook 
50's Plus Meeting 
Congregational Banquet 
Women's Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. 
In The Annex 
Bible Study At Orient 
COCS Kindergarden Graduation 
5th Sunday, Prayer Meeting 5:30 ,, 

Contributions 

Sunday April 25th. We will share plans for the I Last.Week $5326 I Avg YTD $5087 
spring and summer and welcome comments 
from all. Bring a dish or 2 to share. We will pro- I Russia $222 I Avg YTD $228 

vide drinks, paperware and childcare for Youth Min. $258 Avg YTD $316 
younger children. 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Youth Min Total .... $17902 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 

1.0:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:oo -pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Toll} Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 

c 
z 
c( 

_J 

:::c 
.... . 

0::: 

0 

~ 
.Q 

~ 
co"" 
Q) 

~ 
~ 

0) 
0) 
0) 
~ 

cO 
~ 

:";::: 

a 
'i::( 

Welcome Friends And Neighbors 

-
J.ClAv 

.. -

..... 
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"AS A MATTER OF FACT, THAT FELLOW JESUS DID 
COME 6Y HERE." SEE MAU 1:16-20. 

For More Information About 
The Northland Church Of Christ, See Pages 2 & 3 . 



Ser11ing 6od 

THANK YOU NOTE 

Yves and Anna Perriard are missionaries in Russia, whom Northland is supporting. From 
time to time, they visit with us so that we may mutually encourage one another. rhey 
wrote us this note after one of their visits. 

"For what' is our hope, our' joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the pres~nce of 
our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? Indeed, you are our glory and joy." (1 
Thess. 2: 19-20) 

We wish everyone at Northland could feel what we feel when we think of the Northland 
church: we are very proud of it, and we would like the whole w~rld to know about it! 

Where do you find a church with so much diversity and yet still so strongly uhified? 
Where do you find a' church with so much faith and Gourage to risk doing so many new 
things? Where do you' find a church with such great singing? with such a welcome? with' 
members so w'illing to evangelize? Indeed, the last two months we spent among you 
have deepened what we feel toward you: you are our glory and joy. · · 

Anna and myself are very grateful for al I of you who have opened your hearts, your 
homes and your wallets for us. We have been really touched by your generosity and 
your interest toward the Russian w.ork. We come back to Russia with the conviction that 
you will keep on supporting us through your help and your prayers, because we have 
seen your love for us and the Lord. 

You will be daily in our prayers, so that many more people in Columbus. will come to 
know the fantastic God of such a glorious churth like Northland! 
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We love you, 
Yves and Anna Perriard 

61·owth In Jesus 

INTRODUCING THE 
NORTHLAND CHURCH OF CHRIST 

We call ourselves the Northland Church of Christ 
because we are a church that is of Christ in every 
respect. We belong to Christ and worship him as 
our Lord and our Savior. 'Jesus is our Lord (our 
Master, our King) because he came as God in the 
flesh; he came from heaven with al I authority to 
teach, encourage and command. He is our Savior 
because he offered himself - his own body - as a 
sacrifice for the sins· we commit, and because he 
did this, we have the hope of heaven. In our con~ 
gregation, we accept that Jesus is meant to be both 
Lord and Savior to us. Thus our faith is not based 
only on commands and teachings, nor is it based 
solely on emotions and feelings. We believe that a 
-healthy relationship with .God the Father involves 
believing in Jesus as both Lord and Savior, and 
then acting on those beliefs. 

Here are a few of the many ways that we put these 
basic principles into practice: 

(i) We accept the Scriptures, the Bible, as the in
spired Word of Cod. (2 Timothy 3:15-16) The Bi
ble is riot a book written by human decision, but 
rather is a djrect, personal communication from 
God. As such it is important that every bel.iever 
study the Scriptures to get to know God , (and 
God's will) ." We encourage each member to study 
the Bible at home, as well as 'following 'along with 
the Scriptures being read or preached in our as
semblies. 

(ii) We seek to worship Cod and Jesus in spirit and 
in truth. U.ohn 4:23-24) We see the simple patterns. 
of worship in the New Testament as vital and dy-

namic ways of building our relationship with God 
through Jesus. Our Bible lessons, singing and 
prayer 'together are important, and each- of , us 
strives to participate from the heart. We also prac
tice the simple rites of the New Testament' church, 
such as the Lord's Supper and baptism, exactly as 
they are presented in the Bible. We do not view 
these as empty rituals, but as actions to which Jesus 
gave powerful significance. 

(iii) We make every effort to help each other to live 
lives worthy of the gospel of Jesus. (Colossians 
1 :10) Jesus told us not only to believe the right 
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things but to practice what we preach. Thus we 
get involved in one another's lives so that we may, 
as Paul says in Colossians 1 :28, "present everyone 
mature (i.e. complete, perfect) in Christ". 

(iv) We seek to present the gospel to those around 
us. (Mark 16: 15) The gospel of Jesus Christ meets 
the deepest needs that people have, Having expe
rienced the joy and security found in . Jesus, we 
consider that it would be most inappropriate not to 
share these with others. So in our ministry, we 
equip one another to teach Jesus to those in our 
families, work places and neighborhoods. 

We invite you to get to know us better- just let any 
of our members know if you have questions about 
our congregation . . If they can't answer your ques
tion, they'll find someone who can. We are 
pleased to have you as our guests, and we hope 
you will return often. May you always "grow in 
the -grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 3: 18). 

-Mark W. Carner 

(Note: The bulletin series on John, chapter 3, will 
resume next week.) 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix, canned juice, hand soap. 

Please Mark Your Calendars Now! 
Mark your calendars now, and plan on attending 

26 
29 

the "Northland Congregational Banquet" on May 5 
21st, 7:00 p.m. at Monaco's. More' details later. 9 

Parents Of Teens 1 o 
Please come to the "Parents Potluck/Meeting" on 
Sunday April 25th. We will share plans for the 
spring and summer and welcome comments 
from all. Bring a dish or 2 to share. We will pro
vide drinks, paperware and childcare for 
younger children. 

Women's Conference 

13 
16 
16 
19 
21 
24 

There is an upcoming women!s conference 
27 

called "Outrageous Joy." It will be held June 18-1
29 

19th in Cleveland's Gund Arena. If we can get a 
group of 10 women, it will cost $45 each; other

30 

wise it will be $55 each. This conference has 
been compared to the women's version of Prom-
ise Keepers. Some of the speakers include Luci 
Swindoll, Sheila Walsh & Barbara Johnson. 
Please contact Tanya Roberts if interested in at
tending by April 26th. 

Calendar 

April 
Women's Bible Study In The Annex 
Bible Study At Orient 

May 
50's Plus Meeting 
Mother's Day 
Women's Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. 
In The Annex 
Bible Study At Orient 
50's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
Services At Willowbrook 
50's Plus Meeting 
Congregational Banquet 
Women's Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. 
In The Annex 
Bible Study At Orient 
COCS Kindergarden Graduation 
5th Sunday, Prayer Meeting 5:30 

Contributions 

Hospitalized Last Week $5473 AvgYTD $5109 
Mary Barbour is in Riverside Hospital. Please 
keep her in your prayers. 
Ivy Maynard, David and Mike's mother, is in 
Riverside Hospital. She is undergoing tests and 
observation. Please p~ay for her. 

Russia 

Youth Min. 

Youth Min 

$250 Avg YTD $229 

$265 AvgYTD $313 

Total .... $18167 

Services Elders: Will~ur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evenitrg 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30.am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 
J 0:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie., Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00'pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 ·(614) 475-0161 
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Freely You Have Received ... 

Two bodies of water are connected in Palestine. One river feeds them 
both. 

The Sea of Galilee in the north is alive with activity. People are drawn 
to it for its pleasure, commerce and beauty. Water flows in from the 
north and water tlows out toward the south . 

The Dead Sea in the south is as its name implies ... dead. It is not a 
place of beauty, pleasure, or even typical aquatic commerce. Water 
flows in from the north. Nothing flows out. 

oth seas feed from the same river source. The results are not the 
same. One sea takes, and then it gives freely. It offers its I ife-giving 
properties to others, yet it continues to I ive and to prosper. The other 
sea takes, but it does not give. It withholds its life-giving properties 
form others, and in return, it dies. 

People and churches are much like these two bodies of water. God 
freely feeds them all, yet the response to His gift is as varied as these 
two seas. Some receive freely, give freely from what they receive, and 
continue to grow and prosper. Others received freely, but give nothing 
in return to others. And they slowly die. 

The principle is unavoidable. It is in our giving to bless others that we 
grow "rich" and prosperous. It is in our giving to bless others that we 
multiply the joy of our own living. Do a sil.ent survey among the peo
ple you know. Is it the givers or the keepers that enjoy their life and 
that you enjoy being around? 

Jesus said: " ... whoever wants to become great among you must be 
your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For 
even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many" (Mark 10:43-45 NIV). 

"Freely you have received, freely give" (Matt. 10:8). 
Mike McAlister 

The Lamp 



Serving 6od 

LEARNED CONTENTME~T 
We are living in perilous times of discontent, anxiety, 
confusion, disturbance and despair. We seem to · 
have lot our mooring, and find little in which to an
chor our lives. We need to look to a source of secu
rity that will bring our lives into proper balance. 

The Apostle Paul spent much of his time. and effort in 
teaching fndividuals and congregations the Christian 
grace of contentment. He knew that it could be 
learned, and wrote to the Philippians that he hac;1 
"learned in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be 
content" (Phil. 4:11). Paul pointed out to young 
Timothy that; "godliness with contentment is great 
gain" (1 Tim. 6:6). He seems to stress that content
ment is a state of being, and a state of mind. 

In the latter years of Paul's life he represented the 
highest degree ·of conten.tment within himself, and in 
his relations with others. He sought to impress 
young Christians and congregations with the impor
tance of being content... He reduced fear and abol
ished anxiety because of his faith. "I can do all 
things through Christ which strengtheneth me" (Phil. 
4:13). 

The aged and experienced Paul reached a high level 
of spiritual maturfty, which he desired to see incul
cated in the lives of the less mature of his day. The 
need for such maturity is no less important to us. We 
who are older and more experienced should set ex
amples of studied and learned contentment. The 
younger and inexperienced should seek to find en
couragement in the lives of those who have learned 
contentment. 

The writer is in.the eighth decade of his life, and in 
the sixth decade of preaching the gospel. So with 
many of his peers he has learned the cardinal princi.
ple of contentment. He has spent his years trying to 
render service through the church, education and 
government instead of manufacturing and marketing 

commodities. The emoluments from these services 
have been great, but most of them have faded except, 
"the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me and give him
self for me" (Gal. 2:20). Though the financial gains 
have been little more than food, clothing and shelter 
there is great contentment to be shared with a faithful 
bride of fifty-seven years. All the honors, awards, 
and accolades received at the hands of associates 
pale into insignificance when compared with the 
contentment that comes with knowing "he hath said, 
I will never leave thee nor forsake thee" ~Heb. 13:5). 

Some who have gone "from rags to riches" receive 
the Horatio-Alger award. When we went to the Wal
dorf-Astoria Hotel in New York City in 1971 to re
ceive the award, we found ourselves in company 
with nine multi-millionaire recipients. We said to the 
assembly, "I am the only one of you who is still in 
rags."We quickly added that our riches consist in our 
investment in the Kingdom of God, and the lives of 
young men and women. 

Contentment not only represents a state of being, and 
. frame of mind toward the riches of this world, but 
· also toward the whole counsel of God. We must 
learn that the only lasting contentment is in submis
sion to the authority of Jesus Christ, and to the limita
tions of the apostles doctrine, to the God 'given pur
pose for preaching the gospel, ... and to the mandate 
of the Bible to "live godly in Ch-rist Jesus." If we 
have so done, when the time of our departure comes, 
we can rejoice with the contented apostle to the 
Gentiles that: "there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
shall give me in that day and not to me only but unto 
all them that love his appearing" (1 Tim. 4:8). Peace 
of mind and contentment come through being recon
ciled to God through his only begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ the Lord (Rom. 5:10; Phil. 4:6). 

2 

"Whatever my lot, 
Thou has taught 

Me to say 
It is well with my, soul." 

Adron Daron, Lexington, KY 

61·owth In Jes11s 

YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN 
A STUDY OF JOHN 3 

Week Five: The Reborn Perspective on 
Christian Life Oohn 3:9-15) 

Jesus called Nicodemus to change his perspective, 
to get away from the literal-minded, fleshly per- · 
spective of human-made religion. His years of re
ligious service, his harq-earned reputation in the 
,community, and his knowledge of Scriptural and 
legal details did not substitute for true spiritual re
birth~ As discussed last week, Nicodemus is like 
many believers today, who cling to a worldly' per
spective on their lives and their worship of God. 
Now, we shall examine some of the ways the spiri
tually reborn perspective applies in practice. Note 
that the same principles could and should be 
equally applied in many other important areas be
sides those below . 

It is important to have a spiritual perspective in our 
worship togethe~. True New Testament worship is 
based on a few simple and unadorned actions, 
whose meaning does not c:ome from human clev
erness, talent, or technology, but from the Spirit's 
presence, and from knowing the God we are wor
shipping. Therefore, if we find w<;mhipping to
gether unfulfilling, it is usually inappropriate to cri
tique our outward ways of doing things. It instead 
calls for a more spiritu~I perspective, whether as 
individuals or as a congregation.. Some would find 
worship much more satisfying if they would give 
up their inhibitions, allowing the Spirit to lead 
them into worshipping God from the heart. Oth
ers ' would be more·edified if they stopped looking 
for carnal entertainment, and focused instead on 
allowing the simple truths we celebrate . in our 
worship to penetrate their minds and hearts. And 

we all would b~nefit from being more conscious of 
the real reasons we worship God together. 

Many Christians also have fleshly ways of using 
and interpreting Scripture, influenced by denomi
national practices · or American culture, using it 
solely to defend what that they already believe. 
Their beliefs become frozen at a time when they 
still have much to learn, and their understanding of 
Scripture is limited to usiog proof-texts, often out 
of context, to express frustration with anyone who 
is not "orthodox". There are even believers who 
are proud of "interpreting the Bible literally", not 
realizing that this fundamentalist approach is a 
modern denominational attitude,· nqt the under
standing or practice of the apostolic churches of 
Christ. We would find it more spiritually reward
ing, and ·more evangelistically effective, to re
evaluate our c~nventional methodology of using 
the Bible, which has not yet returned to the way 
the Scriptures were used in the New Testament 
church that we seek to restore. The apostolic 
church viewed Scripture primarily as a living and 
active force to produce spiritual growth, and a 
deeper appreciation and knowledge of God, not as 
a collection of isolated factoids with which to bat
tle their opponents. 

As important as these two areas are, it is even 
more important to adopt a spiritually reborn per
spective on prayer. To a believer, prayer can ei~ 
ther be a mysterious and largely meaningless rit
ual, or it tan be a vital lifeline to God that brings 
joy and security. The difference has nothing what
soever to do with using fancy religious-sounding 
words, with a cleverly designed prayer routine, or 
with having ambitious goals to pray about. What 
matters is that you have the spiritual perspective: a 
prayer is a way of communicating-directly to our 
Creator and Father, assisted by his Holy Spirit, and 

. receiving his earnest.and joyful attention. 

- Mark W. Gamer 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix, diapers(large), baby food, kleenex. 

Please Mark Your Calendars Now! 
Mark your calendars now, and plan on attending 

5 
9 
10 

Cale11dar 

May 
SO's Plus Meeting 
Mother's Day 
Women's Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. 
In The Annex 

13 the "Northland Congregational Banquet" on May 
21st, 7:00 p.m. at Monaco's. More details later. I 16 

Bible Study At Orient 
SO's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
Services At Willowbrook · Camp 

A camp clean-up is organized for Friday eve and 
Saturday, May 7th and 8th. Pizza on Friday and 
2 meals on Saturday are provided free to those 
who come to work! Bring your sleeping bag and 
any cleaning supplies you can. A group of teens 
will go up on Friday evening, but all adults are 
invited to participate too. "Charlies week" is the 
first week of camp season. It is in our best inter-
est to help get the camp grounds in shape! Con-
tact Robin Weier at Spring Rd .. with any ques-
tions. -Vicki 

Congratulations 
Debra Manion, Mike and Margie Hipes foster 
daughter, was baptized April 21st. 

Hospitalized 
Mary Barbour is in Riverside Hospital, room 
8204 being treated for pancreatitis. 
Mary Ellen Gale is in Riverside Hospital. She 
had surgery Wednesday. 
Ginny Barnhardt, Tom's sister, is in Riverside. 
Warren Coate's father, Warren, Sr., is in Mt. 
Carmel' East, room 308. · 
Please pray for these people and their families. 

16 
19 
21 
24 

27 
29 
30 

SO's Plus Meeting , 
Congregational Banquet 
Women's Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. 
In The Annex 
Bible Study At Orient 
COCS Kindergarden Graduation 
5th Sunday, Prayer Meeting 5:30 

See The Difference ! 
Bring Your Neighbor Day Attendance - 315 
Average Sunday Attendance - 215 
It was great seeing all the visitors on "Bring . 
Your Neighbor Day". Invite a friend next 
Sunday and. lets see how high we can go! 

Contributions 

Last Week $560l AvgYTD $5137 

Russia $350 AvgYTD $236 

Youth Min. $690 . AvgYTD $334 

Youth Min Total .... $18857 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

<.>:30 am 
l0:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 
Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris, C,:harlie Yates 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 4 75-0161 
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Computer Problems 

My computer has a problem. It computes okay. It even does 
tricks. It can underline, print in bold type, and it can spell. Yep, 
it knows how to spell 120,000 words. That's more words than I 
know. It "beeps" at me whenever. I misspell a word. If I type 
"wurds" or any other word it doesn't know, it beeps at me. 

But the sad fact is, my computer doesn't know "Jesus." Every 
time I type "Jesus" it beeps at me. My computer knows all the 
presidents up to Reagan. It knows "AIDS," and it knows 
"cocaine." But it doesn't know Jesus. 

What bothers me is that someone programmed my computer's 
silicon memory, but he/she didn't think "Jesus" was important, so 
He wasn't included. 

"Jesus" was left out of my computer's dictionary because Jesus 
has been left out of modern I ife! I can teach my computer new 
words. I have taught it "Collin," my son's name, and "ID/ 
FORUM." And although I don't like to be "beeped" at, I've de
cided not to teach my computer "Jesus;" So, every time I type 
His name, .I'll get beeped, and it will remind me why I.do what I 
do. Sometimes on a tired Monday, I will hear Satan whisper, 
"Why do you work so hard?" {By the way, my computer knows 
"Satan.") but every time my computer beeps at "Jesus" I remem
ber why we're here and why you and I work so hard. We all 
work hard because we know that a computer without "Jesus" is 
not big deal, but a world without Jesus is terminal. Lives without 
Jesus are meaningless; marriages without Jesus are coming apart. 
America without Jesus is dying. So, I'll continue to be beeped at 
by my computer. I've decided that my computer won't know 
"Jesus" until .the world knows Jesus. 

Jon H. Allen 
Via San Antonio, TX 



Ser11ing 6od 

FINDING WHAT YOU EXPECT 

There are infinite modern varieties of an old 
story about a knight traveling to a great city. As 
he neared its gates, he asked an old man seated 
beside the road, "·What are the people like in 
the city ahead?" 

"What were they like in your own city?" the 
man replied. 

"They were a terrible lot," the knight declared. 
"Mean, untrustworthy, detestable in every re-

. spect - there was not a man or woman in that 
ter-rible place I could trust." . 
"Aha!" said the old man. "You will find them 
the same in the city before you." 

No mo,re ·had the first knight ridden off than an
other stopped to inquire of the same old man 
about the people he would find in the city be
fore him. Again, the old man replied by asking 
about the people the knight had known in his 
city of origin. The knight received the question 
with a sign and wistful look. 

"They were fine people all," he proclaimed. 
"They were so honest and hardworking, so self
less and kindhearted that I was sad beyond 
·words to leave." · 

"And just such people as you have described 
will you find in_the city that lies ahead of you," 
said the wise man who sat just outside its gates. 

. 
You and I know why this story has survived. It 
tells a fundamental truth about human nature. 

One tends to find in his new city or new com
pany, new friends or new employer, new 
church or new mate the same thing he saw in 
the one just left. 

If anyone applies for a job in your wo·rkplace 
and spends the interview time telling you how 
sorry his last boss was or how unhappy she is in 
her present situation, try tp find someone else to 
hire. Even if that person goes out of his way to 
flatter you or to say wonderful things about your 
cornpany, you can count on getting the very 
same reviews for yourself and your firm within 
six months. 

Preachers who have any sense at all hope the 
family that left the church three blocks away be
cause they didn't like the preacher go to any 
church in-town besides their own! .Whatever 
they didn't like there, they'll soon come to hate 
here. 

It isn't always the case that one finds only what 
he or she expects in other places, events, and 
,people. We are sometimes "pleasantly sur-

. prised" and humble enough to admit the unan
ticipated good things we discover. 

Yet the rule of thumb holds true: Your expecta
tions of others generally dictate what you find in 
them. So be careful what you go looking to see 
in others this week. 
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Rubel Shelly & the Woodmont Hills Church . . 
"Love is patient, love is kind. It does 
not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
pro1'd. It is not rude, it is not self
seeking, it is not easily angered, it 

keeps nQ record of wrongs." 
1Corinthian·s13:4-5 

6rowth In Jesus 

YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN 
A STUDY OF JOHN 3 

Week Six: 
For God, So Loved the World (John 3:16) 

This, the Bible's most frequently quoted verse, 
assures us of the love that God has for the per
sons he has created. And this is indeed an en
couraging and most re-assuring thought. But, as 
happens with so many Scriptures, if the verse is 
taken out of context, the true meaning is lost. 
The· popular conception of this verse is of a God 
who · practices unrestricted and unconditional 
forgiveness, a very popular thought, but one that 
offers false comfort, because it is not consistent 
with God's true nature. There are two mistakes 
that are usually made in the way that humans 
use this verse. 

First, humans project their own definition of 
"love", as a mushy, unreasoning sentiment, onto 
God, failing to realize that love, to God, is not 
this sort of thing at all. God's love is a. well
conceived decision, followed up by carefully 
considered actions that express that love. God's 
expressions of love are not arbitrary or spontane
ous, as are our own poor attempts to love one 
another. God's .expressions of love stem rather 
from hjs deep understanding of our true needs. 
And our most basic; n~ed is to have a genuine, 
spiritual relationship wi~h our Creator. 

The second mistake is to remove the verse from 
its context in the passage as a .whole. Reading 
on, as we shall do in following weeks, immedi
ately balances the picture "by showing that the 
other side of God's deep love is his righteous 

judgment. No view of God is accurate unless 
both aspects are considered. Although Scripture 
constantly emphasizes this balanced under
standing of God, humans persist in wishing to 
deal only with one side of his nature, because 
they find it too difficult to resolve these two very 
different qualities. Besides this, it is also impor
tant to connect John 3:16 with the first part of 

· John 3. The first word of the verse is "For", and 
that means that God's act of love is connected 
with what has just been stated previously, that 
is, the call to spiritual rebirth that we have been 
examining. John 3:16 is not an isolated state
ment meant to stand on its own. For that rea
son, it is erroneous and improper to use it either 
as a "plan of salvation" or as a complete descrip
tion of God's character. 

.The decision for God lovingly 'to send his Son 
into-the world in o~der to save it must be under
stood in light of Jesus' call to spiritual rebirth. 
God knows that our greatest needs have nothing 
to do with this physi'cal world, but rather are 
spiritual in nature. We need to be in fellowship 
with him, we need to 'see ourselves as eternal 
souls instead of as physical bodies, we. need to 
release our minds from the p~ison of fleshly and 
literal thinking. He sent his Son into the world 
for these and related reasons, to give us a 
chance to experience a spiritual rebirth that 
would save us. (ram ·this fleshly world, and give 
us new life forever in his spiritual kingdom. 
God sent his Son into our physical world, not to 
make it better or to make us feel more comfort
able in it, but to ~all us out of it. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: I 9 
pancake mix, kleenex, macaroni and cheese, 10 
baby food, large diapers, hand soap. 

13 
16 

Please Mark Your Calendars Now! 16 
Mark your calendars now, and plan on attending 19 
the "Northland Congregational Banquet" on May .21 
21st, 7:00 p.m. at Monaco's. More de~ails later. 24 

May 
Mother's Day 
Women's Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. 
In The Annex 
Bible Study At Orient 
SO's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
Services At Willowbrook 
SO's Plus Meeting 
Congregational Banquet 
Women's Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. 
In The Annex · 

27 Bible Study At Orient 

Teens 129 COCS Kindergarten Graduation 

1 
. · 30 5th Sunda Pra er Meetin 5:30 

The teen group will have lunch together on Sun- y, y g 
day, May 16, then will go to the worship service 
at Willow Brook. Please bring money for 1.unch. 

Playground Mulch 
Mulch will be delivered this Friday morning, 
May 7, for both playgrounds. If you can help 
spread the mulch, please be here at 8:30. a.m. on 
Friday morning. Contact Billie Thorne for more 
information. 

Every valley shall be.filled in, every moun
tain and hill made low. The<crooked roads 

shall become straight, the roi,gh"wa,ys smooth. 
Luke3:5 

Contributions 

Graduating? 
, last Week $5865 I AvgYTD $5175 

If you know of a member who is graduating this I Russia $217 I AvgYTD $235 

year, please give their name to Diana Morris or I Youth Min. $224 I Avg.YTD $328 
Vicki Thomas.' 

Ser\llces 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Youth Min Total I .... $19081 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene.,Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 run Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMa_sters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Work Of A Godly Mother 
Godly fathers and mothers both contribute immeasurably to the physi
cal, emotional arid spiritual welfare of their children. The following is 
offered to reflect just a few of the many contributions of godly mother
hood. 

We begin by hassling her almost from the point of conception. We 
cause her body chemistry to change and she gets sick in ways she has 
never been sick before. She carries us f or nine months inside her 
body. While in there, we kick and push and shove to make room for 
ourselves among all her organs. Then she goes through the pain of 
childbirth to bring us into this world. 

er real work begins. Now it is middle-of-the-night feedings, runny 
noses, smelly diapers, and baby food smeared every place we can 
reach. All the while she is trying to teach us how to behave with some 
semblance of discipline. ' ' . 

She suffers through all of our rebellious challenges. She suffers through 
our disobedience, immaturity, inexperience, naivete, "know-it-all
ness," ingratitude, laziness and more. 

She loses countless hours of sleep worrying about our health, or tem
perature, our grades, our music, our friends, our values, our recreation, 
our attitudes, and our feelings about ourselves. When we crawled, she 
worried that we'd find something to choke on. She puts everything she 
has into us. She invests her time, her money, her energy, her very life, 
trying to give us what we· will need to survive life's difficulties. Some
how she survives us! 

How do you thank someone like that? What can you give her to show 
that you appreciate all of the sac(ifices she has made for you through 
the years? 

Flowers, cards, candy, and other gifts are all very nice. But if you really 
want to satisfy a godly mother, if you really want to make her feel that 
her efforts have not been in vain, then live a godly life. Your godliness' 
will give your mother the assurance that she will always have what has 
always been her most cherished possession ... YOU! 

Marty Kessler 
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SEED SOWERS, NOT SOIL INSPECTORS 

In Luke 8, Jesus taught the parable of the sower. 
There are many valuable lessons we can learn 
from this great parable. In this parable, there are 
four types of soil. Each type of soil responded to 
the seed in different ways. Only one type - the 
good soil _,received the seed completely to 
grow. Certainly this parable shows the different 
attitudes toward the gospel. There are those 
who hear the gospel, but are unwilling to re
spond. There are those who hear the gospel, 
but are unwilling to accept it completely. There 

soi I before we attempt to plant the seed, as if we . 
are worthy to do such. We have no right to in
fer who is worthy to hear the gospel, and who is 
not. All sin! Therefore, all need the saving mes
sage of the gospel (Romans 3:23) 

Notice the example of Jesus. On one occasion, 
the Pharisees caught)esus eating with publicans 
and sinners. They questioned his disciples 
about the matter. Jesus overheard them and 
said, "They that be whole need not a physician, 
but they that are sick. But go ye and learn what 
that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacri
fice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance (Matt. 9: 12-13) 

are those who hear the gospel, but are unwilling Jesus, knowing that Peter was a brash, impulsive 
to remove sin from their lives. There are those · fellow, could have bypassed him as an apostle. 
who hear the gospel and are willing to submit to Knowing that John was a "son of thunder," he 
it. It is the seed that shows the condition of could have avoided him (Mark 3:17). Knowing 
each soil. that Paul was a murderer of Christians, he could 

The sower di9 not fail. The sower fulfilled hi~ 
job by sowing the seed, which is the word of 
God (Luke 8:11). · Success in preaching does not 
come from quantity of fruit.. It comes from qual
ity of seed. As long as we preach the complete 
word of God, we are a success. The seed did 
not fail either. God's word is perfect. David 
said , in Psa,lms 19:9: "The law of the Lord is per
fect, converting the soul: the testimony of the 
Lord is sure, making wise the simple." The seed 
is powerful (Romans 1: 16),. It is able to pierce 

· the soul and discern the heart· (Hebrews 4: 12). 
The seed did not fail. 

Therefore, if the sower did not fail, and the seed 
did not fail, then we must conclude it was the 
soil that failed. However, this did not stop the 
sower from sowing the seed. The sower's job 
was to sow the seed, not to inspect the soil. 
Many of us at times want to ·stop and inspect the 

have refrained from choosing him. Knowing 
that Matthew was a publican and Simon was a 
zealot, he could have averted one of these prac
tical enemies (Luke 6: 16). Regard less, he 
molded Peter into a solid apostle, redirected 
Paul into a dedicated evangelist, fashioned John 
into an apostle of love, anC:l taught balance and 
impartiality to all of his apostles, especially Mat
thew and Simon. Let us realize that we are seed 
sowers, not soil inspectors, preaching the gospel 
to al I who are lost. 

2 

Sam Willcut (Adamsville, AL) 

. "This is the meaning of the par
able: The seed is the word of God." 

Luke 8:11 

61·owth In Jesus 

YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN 
A STUDY OF JOHN 3 

Week Seven: 
The Choice and its Consequences 

(John 3:17-21) 

God has sent his Son into our physical world to 
call us out of it and into his spiritual kingdom. 
We therefore must make a choice; and one with 
important consequences. God gives us the op
portunity for spiritual rebirth, then allows us to 
choose whether we wish to accept it. God nei
ther predetermines which of us shall be saved, 
as some false religions erroneously believe, nor 
does force us or manipulate us to make the deci
sion he wishes. Although he knows very well 
what is best for us, far better than we ~ver will, 
he gracio'usly allows us to choose. But with the 
ability to choose comes the ·responsib,ility of 
shouldering the consequences of that choice. 

There are a great many reasons why many hu
mans choose never to accept the offer of spiri
tual rebirth, more than we could list here. But 
these verses imply that all the possible reasons 
really come down to one basic problem, in one 
form or another: the refusal to be brought into 
the light, where we and our sin can be revealed 
for what they are. We are all spiritually ill, and 
fatally so, because of our sin, and we can only 
get well if we allow our condition to be exam
ined openly. Most .humans refuse to do this, 
even if it · means new life. Because they do not 
wish to accept the humbling and correction that 
come from it, they foolishly choose darkness 

·and spiritual death. ' 

.. 

The outward reasons certainly vary. One person 
may claim, "I've been a Christian all my life, so I 
don't need to be reborn". Another may refuse 
to acknowledge having done anything "bad 
enough" to need forgiveness. Others are not yet 
ready to give up the sinful pleasures they enjoy, 
because they do not truly accept their actions as 
wrong. Still others may rely on re.ligious rituals, 
family traditions, a good reputation, or any num
ber of other things. All such excuses indicate 
the same problem: a refusal openly and honestly 
to admit the deep-rooted sinfulness in every hu
man, and the absolute inability that humal')s 
have to be righteous aside from God,' s grace. 
No one who cannot openly admit these two 
facts has truly accepted or believed in Jesus, be
cause these were at the heart of his message and 
mission. This is true even for those who per
form righteous acts, make lifestyle changes, or 
have participated in some church membership 
ritual. 

Even as out\'Vardly righteous humans argue 
against their need to be reborn spiritually, the 
very pride, self-righteousness, and self
centeredness they display testify against them. 
The stakes involved are simply too high for any
one to take pride in his or her own righteous
ness, for anyone to worry about "what everyone 
will say" If he or she suddenly acknowledges a 
need for spiritual rebirth, or for anyone to post
pone this acknowledgment for the sake of cher
ishing their sins or idleness a little longer. The 
risks and rewards are clearly set out: eternal sal
vation or eternal punishment. To most humans, 
even most religious humans, these concepts are 
just slogans or games. But to God they are real
ity, and ' these rea.lities call us to discard every 
trace of our pride, self-centeredness, and lazi
ness, to embrace spiritual rebirth . 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix, kleenex, mac and cheese, baby 
food, large diapers, hand soap1 paper towels. 

Teens 
The teen group will have lunch together today 
after morning services, then will go to the wor
ship service at Willow Bro0k. Please bring \ 
money for lunch-. 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Paula Troy 
at the death of her father. The funeral was Mon
day. 

Tornado Victims 
Devastating tornadoes tore through parts of Kan
sas and Oklahoma last week. The elders are sure 
that many of you would like to help, and we 
have checked with several churches in the Okla
homa City area. The Central Church of Christ in 
Moore, OK, is coordinating relief efforts there. 
That congregation itself has 5 families who lost 
everything. When you prepare your contribu
tion for this Sunday, please keep those brothers 

Calendar 

May 
16 SO's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
16 Services At Willowbrook 
19 50's Plus Meeting 
21 Congregational Banquet 
24 Women's Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. 

In The Annex 
27 Bible Study At Orient 
29 COCS Kindergarten Graduation 
30 5th Sunday, Prayer Meeting 5:30 

Teachers Needed 
Anyone interested in teaching or helping in Cra
dle Roll, 2-3 year olds or 4 year olds-K classes 
Summer Quarter please contact jenny Coate or 
Cheryl Muir. Teenagers and pre-teens are wel
come as helpers with parental approval. People 
willing to be substitutes are also needed. 

Guest Speaker 
Everett Confer, the Development Director at 
Willow Brook, will be speaking here Sunday 
morning, May 23. His topic will be "The 
Church and Aging". 

and sisters in mind. Those of you who use the • • 
Weekly Offering envelopes may add the amount Contributions 1 

you want to go to Oklahoma to your regular Last Week $5085 Avg YTD $5170 
check and indicate the additional amount as ' · · 
"Tornado" on the outside of the envelope. Russia $165 Avg YTD $231 
Those not using the Weekly Offering envelopes . 
should· write a separate check and mark I.Youth Mm. $225 · I Avg YTD $323 

"Tornado" in the memo area. 1 Youth Min Total I _... $19306 

Seniices 
Sunday Bible. Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm · Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes,To~ Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Acceptable Defects? 

The following "true story" speaks a lot about the quality of Japa
nese products and their quality standards. Supposedly, they're 
still laughing about this at IBM, 

It seems the computer giant decided to have some parts manu
factured in Japan as a trial project. In the specifications, they set 
out that they wi 11 accept three defective parts per 10,000. 

When the delivery came in there was an accompanying letter: 
"We, Japanese people, had a hard tirpe understanding North 

merican business practices. But the three defective parts per 
10,000 have been separately manufactured and have been in
cluded in the consignment. Hope this pleases you." 

I wonder, how many defects are we willing to accept in our spiri
tual lives? "Yes, I know there's some greed and gossip and lust, 
but three defects per ten thousand is still acceptable!" Is our goal 
as Christians to get our "defects" down to an "acceptable" level, 
or is our goal to get rid of them all? I know, I know, we'll never 
achieve that level of perfection in this life. But what is our goal? 
How much sin are we willing to tolerate before it becomes 
"unacceptable"? 

"What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace 
may abound? Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live 
any longer in it?" (Rom. 6: 1-2) 

"My little children, these things I write to you that you may not" 
sin." (I John 2:1a). 

That's our goal! May you be satisfied in your spiritual life with 
nothing less than striving to follow the perfect example of Jesus 
Christ himself. 

Alan Smith (Boone, NC) 
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l'VE FOUND YOUR PATIENCE! 

Joe Torre told the following story in the Yan
kee dugout during his team's incredible 1998 
season tha,t ended with a World Series tri
umph. His 2 Yi-year-old daughter, Andrea 
Rae, was not having her best.day. So her 
mother, Ali Torre, told her, "Andrea, I've lost 
my patience with you." Things didn't get any 
better, so she repeated herself for emphasis. 
"Andrea, I've lost my patience with you!" 

About five minutes later, according to Joe, An
drea proudly walked over to her mother and 
announced, "Mommy, I've found your pa
tience." 

When I read that story in The New York 
Times, it caused me to think about my own 
search for patience. Maybe it's like yours in 
some way. Time was that I thought it would 
be wonderful to have more free time - per
haps time to be quiet in the mountains or to 
ponder sunset after sunset on a tranquil beach. 
The accumulation of those quiet, unstressed 
moments could teach me the tranquil virtue of 
patience. 

But th.at's a monumental IT)istake! Patience 
doesn't come from stress-free days and quiet 
nights. It comes from facing down trouble, 
heartache, and frustration in the midst of a 
stressful, noisy environment. Patience is 
standing your ground over time.-- when that 
ground is quaking under your feet. It is your 
willingness to take the long-term view of life 
and to wait for God to bring a holy result from 

an unpromising start. 

It was the late William Saroyan who said, 
"Good peopl_e are good because they've come 
to wisdom through failure." 'He must have 
be~n thinking of patience when he said that. 

Patience is what allows a mother to wait for 
her troubled child to mature, rather than giv
ing up on him because of his latest embarrass
ing washout. It is the virtue that enables 
someone to hold on in a less-than-happy mar
riage until time, counsel, and growth heal a 
flawed relationship. It is the moral trait that 
gets a company's executives and newest em
ployees through a challenging time in a tough 
market. 

Today's disappointment need not be taken as 
the final word either on you or on your proj
ect. If you learn something and apply it in a 
positive way, a desirable outcome is still pos
sible in a tomorrow that cannot yet be 
grasped. When you belreve in something or 
someone, investing a bit more of that faith 
over time cannot be dismissed as a pointless 
strategy. /1 A patient man has great understand
ing, but a quick-tempered man, displays 
folly" (Proverbs 14:29). "I waited patiently 
for the Lord; he turned to me and heard my 
cry" (Psalm 40:1 ). 

Andrea was right! Her mommy's patience had 
been "found" in the midst of the crisis that was 
testing it. And in case yours is missing, it's in 
the very same place. 

Rubershelly & the Woodmont Hills Church 

2. 

6rowth In Jes11s 

YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN 
A STUDY OF JOHN 3 

Week Eight: Living in the Light (John 3:19-21) 

' 
God calls us to come out of darkness into the 
light, by being reborn of water and of the Spirit. 
Unfortunately, most humans choose to remain 
in the darkness. As believers, we have accepted 
our need to be reborn ,of water, but must also 
ensure that a worldly p~rspective does not pre
vent us from a continuing spiritual regeneration. 
Neither physical birth hor spiritual birth is an 
end; both are beginnings. The text suggests at 
least three reasons why humans avoid the light. 
Many choose darkness simply because they love 
sin and enjoy darkness (v. 19). Others fear be
ing exposed, so shame and guilt prevent them 

have done something wrong. But we can have 
a different problem, in that shame and guilt can 
become so overpowering that we hide from the 
light of Jesus and other Christians. This keeps us 
enslaved to sir), and also causes deterioration in 
·Christian relationships. We must learn how to 
help each other to deal appropriately with guilt. 
We must not deepen the burden through guilt 
motivation. or self-righteous denunciations, nor 
may we go to the other extreme and completely 
excuse the_ sins of others, being more concerned 
about remaining friends than we are with their 
spiritual well-being. We must learn instead' to 
develop in each other the godly form of sorrow 
that Paul described to the Corinthians, which 
enables us to channel our gui1t both actively and 
constructively. Godly sorrow avoids the ridicu
lous wallowing in pa·st sins that too many Chris
tians practice, and instead looks ahead with re
newed 'zeal. 

from coming into the light (v. 20). Finally, com- Finally,- just as the light exposes our sinfulness 
ing into the light requires giving God genuihe for what it is, it also reveals our righteousness for 
credit for what we do, and thus we must defeat what it is, by showing everyone around us that 
our pride (y. 21 ). ' our spiritual growth and good deeds are a result 

The most basic reason why so many humans re
main in darkness is a love of sin, and believers 
are by no means immune to this. Every Chris
tian must realize that the believer's flesh is still 
weak, and still has its desires. We must accept 
discipline, correction, and whatever else is nec
essary to keep from allowing our. flesh to regain 
control over our lives. To dci this, we have to 
acknowledge any sinful craving or urge as a piti
ful whim more appropriate for a lost soul who 
has nothing higher to live for. We must stop 
making excuses for indulging sin, and must also 
stop making excuses for each other. 

Most of the time, Christians know when they 

of God living in us, not of our own innate right
eousness. This can displease our flesh· even 
more than the first two probl~ms, and has spiri
tually derailed many Christians. Some believers 
are addicted to false humility, feeling obliged to 
deny or dispute the encouragement that is of
fered them by others who want to build them 
up. Others begin to see themselves as spiritu
ally superior, and begin to show an impatient or 
judgmental attitude towards those who have not 
accomplished as much. The Christian who cor
rectly understands the source of spiritual growth 
will neither play false humility games nor make 
evaluations and comparisons of other Christians. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix, kleenex, paper towels, baby food, 
large diapers, spaghetti (no sauce). 

Teens 
The teens will be going to the home of Frances 
Tibbs' father in Hocking Hills. The group will 
leave from the church building on ·Sunday, May 
30 at 4 p.m. We plan to return to Columbus by 
11 p.m. and we will take home any teens who 
do not stay overnight in Hocking Hills. Frances 
and p9ssibly 1 other adult will serve as the adult 
chaperones for those·staying overnight. Please 
be aware: 

1. Those staying overnight must make their 
own arrangements for transportation home; 

2. They must also provide a written note from 
parents giving permission to stay over; 

3. Also, any teens planning to drive or go in a 
car driven by another teen must also provide 
written permission from parents. 
For any questions about this activity, please see a 
teen leader. 

Parents of Teens 
You are reminded to pick up your teens at the 
park on Sunday evenings by 7-7:15 p.m. Please 
do not rely on the teen leaders to provide rides 
home unless previously confirmed with the teen 
leader. 
EXCEPTION: This Sunday evening, May 23, we 
will "hang out" at the park until 8:30 p.m. 

Calenda1· 

May ' 
24 Women's Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. 

In The Annex 
27 Bible Study At Orient 
29 COCS Kindergarten Graduation 
30 5th Sunday, Prayer Meeting 5:30 

June 
2 50's Plus Meeting 
4 Last Day Of COCS S.chool 
4 COCS 6th Grade Graduation 
6 Children's Classes Promotion Day 
6 New Adult Bible Classes Begin 
14-19 Church Camp 
16 50's Plus Meeting 
20 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 Worship Services At Orient 
24 Bible Study At Orient 
26 Picnic In The Park . 

Prayers Needed 
Kim Bachman had surgery last Monday and is 
resting at home. Please pray for a speedy 
recovery. 

Contributions 

Last Week . $4662 I Avg YTD $5146 

Russia $272 I· Avg YTD $233 

Youth Min. . $223 I Avg YTD. $318 

Youth Min Total I ....._ $19529 

~Seniices 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship SetVice 
-Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: WlJbur Allen, Frank Chap_p"ell, Roy Bitep, Gene P..rince, Ray Thorne 

9:30 am Deacvns: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, J<>e Barozzini, John Bradley, 
10:30 run Steve Carver, Lynn Chat:l)Pney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gi.llespie, L<!J:I 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm M"af"'kMorris, Charlie Yates 

Eva11gelists: M ike-Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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/ Can .Trust 

I cannot see why trials come, 

And sorrows follow thick and fa.st; 

I can not fathom His designs, 

Nor why my pleasures cannot last, 

Nor why my hopes so soon are dust, 

But, I can trust. 

When darkest clouds my sky o'er hang, 

And sadness seems to fill the land, 

I calmly trust His promise sweet, 

And cling to his ne'er failing hand, 

And, in life's darkest hour, I'll just 

Look up and trust. 

I know my life with Him is safe, 

And all things still must work for good 

To those who love and serve our God, 

And lean on Him as children should, 

Though hopes decay and turn to dust, 

I still will trust. 

Daniel Webster Davis (1862-1913) 



Ser11ing 6od 

WHY MARRIAGES FAIL 
AND HOW THEY CAN SUCCEED 

Marriage is perhaps the most significant challenge we 
face as we build and maintain relationships. About 
90 percent of us will be married at least once during 
our lifetime. Marriage is still popular in our so-called 
post-modern culture. However, the marriage failure 
rate is about 50 percent, if we only consider divorce. 
When we add the unhappy and unfulfilling marriages 
many find themselves in, the failure rate increases. 

Why do we fail at marriage? John Gattman, a psy
chologist and professor in the Department of Psychol
ogy at the University of Washington in Seattle, wrote 
a book in 1994, Why Marriages Succeed Or Fail ... 
And How You can Make Yours Last. His findings 
have caught the attention of many in the field of mar
riage and family counseling. 

Dr. Gottman's research is based on over 20 years of , 
study with more then 2,000 married couples. He 
claims he can predict with 94 percent accuracy · 
whether a marriage w,ill succeed or fail. If four key 
elements are present in a marriage, he contends, the 
marriage is in a serious position to faiJ. He calls 
ther.n the "four horsemen of the apocalypse.;' 

1. Criticism is the least dangerous of the four but a 
powerful enemy of the marriage relationship. 
It involves blaming, making personal attacks, accusa
tions and chronic negativity. 

2: Contempt is a more serious problem and involves 
the intention to insult and psychologically abuse your 
partner. Respect has been replaced ~ith disdain. 

3. Defensiveness is an effort to protect yourself and 
prevent an attack by your spouse. Excuse making, 
denying responsibility, cross-complaining, whining 
and repeating yourself are just a few of the symptoms 
of defensiveness. 

4. Stonewalling is the most serious of the four and 
communicates disapproval by creating emotional dis
tance. Most stonewalling in a marriage (85 percent) 
is done .by men. 

One of the most basic and debilitating relationship ' 
problems we have is self-centeredness. Christians are 
reminded throughout the New Testamentto be sure 
the center of our lives is securely fixed in Christ and -
anchored with the principles of His truth. The power 
of God working in our lives releases us to changes. It 
allows us to connect with others in positive and 
healthy ways. Philippians 2:3, 4, when obeyed by 
husband and wife, will create remarkable change in a 
struggling relationship, "Do nothing from selfishness 
or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each 
of you regard one _another as more important then 
himself, do not merely look out for your own per
sonal interests, but also for the interests of others." 
The most important and significant other person in 
your world is your mate! 

There are certainly practical issues and real problems 
that must be worked through in a troubled relation
ship. A couple can change. They can work through 
the difficulties in the power of God and with adher
ence to His truth. As Gattman has noted, it is not the 
fact that couples argue and fight that is important, but 
how they disagree. When a husband and wife both 
agree to relate to each other on the basis-of esteem
ing and valuing the other, a rather amazing transfor
mation begins to take place. 

We are indeed creatures of habit: The four keys 
Gattman mentions are ways of thinking and behaving 
that become habituated in a person's life. Habits can 
change. In fact, in less then two months, new habits 
can begin to replace old ones. The four measure of a 

·failing marriage are not fixed realities that can never 
change. They are brutally honest indications that un-
less there is change, the marriage will likely fail. 

Can two Christians in a troubled marriage change? 
Yes. The key is Philippians 4:13, "/can do all things 
through Him who strengthens me." 

James Rudy Gray 
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6rowth In Jesus 

YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN 
A STUDY OF JOHN 3 

, Week Nine 
He Must Become Greater O~hn 3:22-30) 

John (the Baptizer) had a large following for a 
time. He heralded Jesus' coming and prepared it 
through his baptismal ministry, even baptizing 
Jesus himself. But when Jesus appeared, John's 
own importance dwindled. Many of his follow
ers began following Jesus instead. Some of 
John's disciples had a _misguided concern over 
John "losing" his following. In reply, John de
scribes an attitude that is also important for all 
who are spiritually reborn. 

John understood that his very position contained 
a paradox. The more clearly and emphatically 
that John did what he was called to do, wh'ich 
was to announce the Messiah, the more he 
showed that his own ministry was temporary and 
secondary. If John had wanted to protect , his 
own "following", he could have done so simply 
by downplaying who Jesus was. But John under
stood and accepted what he was called to do, 
and knew all along that he would have to fade 
into the background when Jesus came. John il
lustrates the ideal of the previous verse (3:21), in 
showing that everything he did came from and 
centered around Jes.us. 

John avoic;led a snare that stops many Christians 
from growing spiritually. Self-centeredness is 
one of the basic struggles for any child as it grow 
up, and the desire for attention, praise, and glory 
becomes a temptation in a new form when we 
are born again as Christians. 

Children may be innocent in many respects, but 
they are also immature and self-centered, and 
crave attention. Most of us were fortunate to 
have a childhood in which most of our needs 
were met for us, and in which we had little seri
ous responsibility. As a result, most of us were 
free to fantasize about the great things we would 
do and have when we grew up. But at some 
point, we all reach childhood's end: our fantasies 
merge with harsh realities. We then have the 
choice of persisting in childishness, demanding 
that our needs be met and refusing to see things 
from any other perspective, . or of maturing and 
realizing that each of us is but one person in a 
world of persons with their own needs and prob
lems. 

So too, Christians have a spiritual childhood. 
When we were first baptized, we were spiritually 
fed in many ways, and experienced both atten
tion and excitement' as we met new friends and 
participated in new activities. But there is also a 
spi.ritual childhood's end, when these things 
cease to be new and novel. Many Christians ref
use to accept that their "young Christian" feeling 

'was never meant to be permanent, and thus are 
constantly critical of their congregation and of 
other Christians, who seem no longer to provide 
as much excitement and encouragement. Such 
believers have allowed their vision to be ob
scured by clouds of self-centeredness_ and fleshly 
thinking. We are here for too short a time to 
view Christianity primarily as a way to get self
gratification. Mature believers know that their 
spiritual childhood is a temporary stage, and that 
they must learn as soon as possible to be fulfilled 
by focusing all of the attention on God through 
Jesus, being confident that their own deepest 
needs will ultimately be met by God himself. 

-Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix, kleenex, paper towels, baby food, 
large diapers, spaghetti (no sauce). 

30. 

2 
5th Grade Classes 4 

June 6th will be the last day for the 5th graders to 4 
attend Jr. Worship and the learning Center. On 6 
June 9th the boys will meet in room 7 with 6 
teachers Harry Grafton and Jeff McVicker. The 14-19 
location and teachers for the girls Class will be 16 
announced later. On June 13th both boys and 20 
girls will meet in room 31 with teacher Charlie 
Yates. 

Teachers Needed 

20 
24 
26 
26 

Calendar 
May 

5th Sunday, Prayer Meeting 5:30 

June 
SO's Plus Meeting 
last Day Of COCS School 
COCS 6th Grade Graduation 
Children's Classes Promotion Day 
New Adult Bible Classes Begin 
Church Camp 
SO's Plus Meeting 

,SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Worship Services At Orient 
Bible Study At Orient 
Picnic In The Park 
Jack ~nd Chip Evans Vow Renewal 
Ceremony At Spring Road 

Help Needed 

Anyone interested in teaching or helping in Cra
dle Roll, 2-3 year olds or 4 year olds-K classes, 
Summer Quarter please contact,J enny Coate or 
Cheryl Muir. Teenagers and pre-teens are wel
come as helpers with parental approval. People 
willing to be substitutes are also needed. 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Connie Wil
liams and family. Connie was a.member at 
Northland and now lives in Kentucky. Her son, 
Brian was killed in a car accident Tuesday. 

We have 3 children in need of sponsorship to 
attend Charlie's week at camp. If you are inter
ested in helping support financially, please see , 
Charlie Yates or Vicki Thomas. 

Thank You 

Contributions 

Ladies Bible Study I Last Week $4180 I Avg YTD $5102 
The next meeting of the Monday ladies Bible 
Study will be June 14th. We will not meet at the I Russia $227 I Avg YTD $233 

annexonJune7th.}hemeetingswillcon.tinue YouthMin. $194 Av YTD. $312 
every other Monday starting the 14th. Please ad- g 
just your c~lendars. , YoµJh Min Total ...._ $19723 

Services 
Sun:day,Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday E\iening 
W'em1eSday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur AUen, Frank Chappell, ij.oy Estep, Gene Prince; Ray Thorn.e 
9:l0 am Deacons: Briru~ Arnold,_ Tom Barnhardh Jo.e BC;lrozzio i, John Br~d.Jey, 

10;3'6 am 'Steve Carvei:, Lynn Chruppney, Darrell Estep,Jack Evans, Uon Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence; Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Ber}'l McMasters, 
7100 pm Marl{ Moms, Cliarlie Yates · 

Eva11gellsts: Mike Bipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 

c 
z 
<( 

..J 

:::c 
I-

~ 

o"' 
CW) 
. ::.,, 

:! 

rom 
A young man who was working in a department store was told by his 
employer one day that he would be required to work on Sunday. The 
hours that were a~signed to him would have kept him from attending 
the worship of the church. 

The young man informed his employer that he could not continue to 
work under those circumstances, because worship was too important 
for him to miss. The employer told him that he would have to leave 
and find work elsewhere. 

A few days later, the young man answered an advertisement in the lo
cal newspaper, and he applied for a job at a bank which was in need of 

teller, When the bank president checked the young man's previous 
employers, he contacted the empioyer who had recently fired him. He 
asked about his record as an employee. The bank president asked, 
"Would you recommend him as an employee for this bank?" 

The store manager replied without hesitation, "Yes, I will be glad to 
recommend him. He will make you a good employee ... ! just fired him 
a few days ago." 

"You fired him?" the bank president exclaimed. "Why would you rec
ommend to me a man whom you have just recently dismissed?" 

The store manager explained the circumstances under which he had . . 
released the man; and added, "I know he will make you a good em-
ployee in the bank. If he will not steal the lord's time, he certainly will 
not steal the bank's money." 

There are many ways that people may "rob God" (Mal. 3:8). Did you 
ever realize that.when you intentionally miss any of the serv.ices of the 
church, you are stealing from the Lord who said that we are not to for
sake the assembly? 

. I 

Many are stealing from the lord on Sunday and Wednesday evenings. 
How much have you stolen from Him? 

Don't you think it's time for you to be honest .with your lord? Don't 
you think it's time to quit stealing from the lord? 

Doyle Wells (lake Charles, LA) 



Se1·14ng 6od 

ABSTINENCE 
I was holding a notice from my 13-year-old son's 
school announcing a meeting to preview the new 
course in sexuality. Parents could exar:nine the cur
riculum and take part in an actual lesson presented 
exactly as it would be given to the students. When 
I arrived at the school, I was surprised to discover 
only about a dozen parents there. As we waited for 
the presentation, I thumbed through page after page 
of instructions in the prevention of pregnancy or 
disease. I found abstinence mentioned only in 
passing. When the teacher arrived with the school 
nurse, she asked if there were any questions. I 
asked why abstinence did not play a noticeable part 
in the material. 

What happened next was shocking. There was a 
great peal of laughter, and someone suggested that 
if I thought abstinence had any merit, I should go 
back to burying my head in the sand. The teacher 
and the nurse said nothing as I drowned in a sea of 
embarrassment. My mind had gone blank, and I 
could think of nothing to say. The teacher ex
plained to me that the job of the school was to 
"teach facts," and the home was responsible for 
moral training. I sat in silence for the next 20 min
utes as the course was explained. The other parents 
seemed to give their unqualified support tO the ma
terials. 

"Donuts, at the back," announced the teacher dur
ing the break. "I'd like you to put on the name tags 
we have prepared - they're right by the donuts·
and mingle with the other parents." 

Everyone moved to the back of the room. As I 
watched them affixing their nametags and shaking 
hands, I sat deep in thought. I was ashamed that I 
had not been able to convince them to include a 
serious discussion of abstinence in the materials. I 
uttered a silent prayer for guidance. My thoughts 

were interrupted by the nurse's hand on my shoul
der. "Won't you join the others, Mr. Layton?" The 
nurse smiled sweetly at me. "The donuts are 
good." "Thankyou, no," I replied. "Well, then, 
how about a name tag? I'm su're the others would 
like to meet you." "Somehow I doubt that," I re
plied. "Won't you please join them?" she coaxed. 
Then I heard a still, small voice whisper, "Don't 
go." The instruction was unmistakable. "Don't 
go!" "I'll just wait here," I said. 

When the class was called back to orqer, the 
teacher looked around the long table and thanked 
everyone for putting on nametags. She ignored me. 
Then she said, "Now we're going to give you the 
same lesson we'll be giving your children. Every
one please peel off your nametags." I watched in 
silence as the tags came off. "Now, then, on the 
back of one qf the tags, I drew a tiny flower. Who 
has it, please?" The gentleman across from me held 
it up. "Here it is!" "All right," she said. "The 
flower represents disease. Do you recall with 
whom you shook hands?" He pointed to a couple 
of people. "Very good," she replied. "The hand
shake in this case represents intimacy. So the two 
people you had contact with now have the dis
ease." · There was laughter and joking among the 
parents. The teacher continued, "And whom did 
the two of you shake hands with?" The point was 
well taken, and she explained how this lesson 
would show students how quickly disease is 
spread. "Since we all shook hands, we all have the 
disease." 

It was then I heard the still, small voice again. 
"Speak now," it said, "but be humble." .I noted 
wryly the latter admonition, then rose from my 
chair. I apologized for any upset I might have 
caused earlier, congratulated the teacher on an ex-

/ 

cellent lesson that would impress the youth, and 
concluded by saying I had only one small point I 
wished to make. "Not all of us were infected," I 
said. "Or.ie of us ... abstained." 

2 

From "Does God Exist?" 
(Who received it as an anonymous submission) 

6rowth In Jesus 

YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN 
A STUDY OF JOHN 3 

Week Ten: He Is Above All (John 3:31-36) 
I 

Besides calling us to choose spiritual rebirth, 
these verses underline the difference between 
our fleshly, earthly perspective and God's spiri-

. tual, heavenly perspective. We are from below, 
while he is above all. We know very little about 
anything truly important, while God knows and 
understands everything about us and about our 
world. We have nothing in ourselves to guide 
us into all truth, or to enable us to transcend this \ 
world, but from God comes the Spirit of truth, 
who teaches us all things. A. true spiritual re
birth requires that our perspective n

1
eeds to be 

replaced by God's. The process may be slow, 
and may be at times unpleasant. God is neither 
impatient nor unforgiving towards our weak
nesses, and will give us time. But he does call 
us to humble ourselves, and to learn to think 
and act on a more spiritual level. 

Viewed from God's perspective, it makes no 
sense for us to cling to our old ways of thinking. 
But to us, much of the ·time it is God's perspec
tive that makes no sense. Many believers invent 
rationalizations for not attempting to understand 
it. The excuse may be, "we couldn't understand 
it anyway", "God doesn't want us to understand, 
he just wants obedience", '~if we take time trying 
to understand, we'll never get anything done", 
or some other such thing. These types of state
ments are erroneous, but we often retreat to 
them out of fear, inadequacy, or simple laziness. 
Jesus said, "I no longer call you servants, be
cause a servant does not know his master's busi-

ness. Instead, I have called you friends, for eve
rything that I learned from my Father I have 
made known to you." Oohn 15: 15) If God had 
wanted perfectly obedient servants only, he 
could easily have had them by creating us differ
ently. Thus, while God does desire outward 
obedience, it is not the most important thing he · 
wants from us. 

Seeking God is not like studying such earthly 
topics as mathematics, science, and the like. 
Pursuing most fields of human knowledge de
pends a great deal on our own mental abilities 
and effort. Furi:~er, most "knowledgeable" hu
mans settle for accumulating facts that they feel 
they can use to benefit themselves in some way, 
rather than searching for an understanding that 
transcends their fleshly interests. This is why so 
much (though not all) of the ·type of knowledge 
that is prized by the world is useless, or worse, 
from God's viewpoint. James told us there are 
two kinds of wisdom: earthly wisdom, acquired 
for self-centered purposes and usually with a 
short-term value at best, and wisdom that comes 
from above, which leads to humility, love, and 
other spiritual qualities. We are all familiar with 
God's statement through Isaiah that " ... As the · 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts 
than your thoughts" (Is. 55:8-9). But this famous 
declaration is not .at all saying that we cannot 
understand his ways - just the opposite, it is. an 
earnest appeal to discard our own ways of think
ing, and to seel< eagerly to understand things 
from God's viewpoint. In John 3, Jesus Christ 
calls us to do the same. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix, kleenex, paper towels, canned 
green beans, spaghetti (no sauce). 

6 
6 
14-19 

Calendar 

June 
Children's Classes Promotion Qay 
New Adult Bible Classes Begin 
Church Camp 

Sth Grade Classes 16 

June 6th will be the last day for the 5th graders to I 20 
attend Jr. Worship and the Learning Center. On 20 

SO's Plus Meeting 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Worship Services At Orient 
Bible Study At Orient 
Picnic In The Park 

June 9th the boys will meet in room 7 with 
teachers Harry Graf~on and Jeff McVicker. The 
location and teachers for the girls class will be 
announced later. On June 13th both boys and 
girls will meet in room 31 with teacher Charlie' 
Yates. 

Teens 
Teens are reminded of our welcome party for 
Bobby Graham and his family. Mentoring groups 

24 
26 
26 Jack And Chip Evans Vow Renewal 

Cer.emony, At Spring Road 

Prayers Needed 
Earnestine Bright (Mother of Jeanie Cash) is in 
Scenic Hills Nursing Home in Gallapolis, 
recovering from a broken hip. 

are cancelled for Wednesday June 9th and we , 11----------------------i 
will meet in the annex. Please bring your favorite 
food (enough to share) and ~ear something that 
expresses "Who you are." Parents, please en
courage your teen to participate. 

Ladies Bible Study 
The next meeting of the Monday Ladies Bible· 
Study will beJune 14th. We will not meet at the 
annex on June 7th. The meetings will cont,inue 
every other Monday starting the 14th. Please ad
just your calendars. 

Camp , 
We still need spiritually mature men and women 
to be church camp counselors. If you can help, 
please see Charlie Yates. 

Help Needed 
We' have 3 children in need of sponsorship to 
attend Charlie's week at camp. If you are inter
ested in helping support financially, please see 
Charlie Yates or Vicki Thomas. 

Thank You 

Contributions 

Last Week $6283 Avg YTD $5154 

Russia $300 AvgYTD $236 

Youth Min. $625 AvgYTD $326 

Youth Min Total _.. $20348 

Senrces 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack ~vans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7;00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom _Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Abandonment 

"Then Peter began to say unto Him, Lo, we have left all, and 
have followed Thee ... " Mark 10:28 

Our Lord, replies in effect, that abandonment is for himself, and 
not for what the disciples themselves will get from it. Beware of 
an abandonment which has the commercial spirit in it - "I am 
going to give myself to God because I want to be delivered from 
sin, because I want to be made holy." All that is the result of be
ing right with God~ but that .spirit is not of the essential nature of 
Christianity. Abandonment is not for anything at all. We have 
got so commercialized that we only go to God for something 
from Him, and not for Himself. It is like saying, "No, Lord, I 
don't want Thee, I want myself; but I want myself clean and 
filled with the Holy Ghost; I want to be put in Thy showroom 
and be able to say - 'This is what God has done for me."' If we 
only give up something to God because we want more back, 
there ,is nothing of the Holy Spirit in our abandonment; it is mis
erable commercial self-interest. That we gain heaven, that we 
are delivered from sin, that we are made useful to God - these 
things never enter as considerations into real abandonment, 
which is a personal sovereign preference for Jesus Christ Himself. 

e 
~· When we come up against the barriers of natural relationship, 

where is Jesus Christ? Most of us desert Him - "Yes, Lord, I did 
co"' ·hear Thy call; but. my mother is in the road, my wife, my self-E interest, and I can go no further." "Then," Jesus says, "you can-
:, not be My disciple." ...... 
~ 
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The test of abandonment is always over the neck of natural devo
tion. Go over it, and God's own abandonment will embrace all 
those you had to hurt in abandoning. Beware of stopping short 
of abandonment to God. Most of us know abandonment in vi
sion only. 

Oswald Chambers, from "My Utmost For His Highest" 



SerP1ing 6od 

WHEN YOU'VE REALLY MESSED UP 

You don't have to start a project with bad 
intentions for it to go wrong. Quite the con
trary. The noblest of motives can lead to a 
monumental embarrassment. 

A group called The Bureau for, At-Risk Youth 
of Plarnview was concerned to communi
cate a clear anti-drug message to young peo
ple. So it printed thousands and thousands 
of pencils bearing the following slogan: 
"Too Cool to Do Drugs." Good idea, right? 
As you might have guessed, howeve'r, there 
is more to the story. 

A ten-year-old student at Ticonderoga (New 
-York) Elementary School caught something 
the adults had misseq. When the pencils 
are sharpened a few ti mes, the message 
turned into "Cool to Do Drugs." Sharpen it 
another time or two, and the slogan be
comes an ~mphatic "Do Drugs." Nobody 
intended for that to happen! There were 
lots of red faces. 

I 

"We're actually a little embarrassed that we 
didn't notice.that sooner," said a .company 
spokes~oman. Kodi Mosier, the student 
who spotted the gaffe, was .asked how he . 
thought it could happen. "I_ guess they did
n't sharpen their pencils," was his insightful 
response. 

So the group that printed the pencils apolo-

gized and recalled the pencils. Now they 
are having a new batch manufactured -
with the .same message being printed in the 
opposite direction. Reading now from · 
eraser to tip· instead of the opposite direc
tion, "Too Cool to Do Drugs" will simply 
become "Too Cool to Do" and finally "Too 
Cool" as the pencils are sharpened. That's 
an improvement. 

We can all say, "Been there; done that." 
Right? We rlleant well - but blew it. It was 
a bright idea for company morale or produc
tivity. It was a surprise party or special gift 
for- a family member. It was a comment in 
Sunday School class. Then the whole world 
seemed to stand on its head because of the 
way things backfired. 

Embarrassment is best handled by a simple, 
straightforward acknowledgment. Getting 
defensive only digs your hold deeper. 
Looking for someone else to blame just 
makes you look worse. The right thing to 
dQ is to step up, take responsibility, and 
apologize. There is something marvelously 
disarming to an angry client or offended 
friend when you say, "I'm really very sorry 
about that, and I apologize. I hope you will 
forgive me." 

Some solutions are so simple that we rou
tinely overlook the~. 

Rubel Shelly & the Woodmont Hills Church 
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61·owth In Jesus 

COME, LET US REASON TOGETHER 
A Study of Isaiah, Chapter One 

Week One: Introduction and Outline 

Isaiah is most usually known as the Messianic 
Prophet, because of hi~ well-known prophecies 
about Jesus Christ. But his Messianic visions 
were part of an ~ven larger message. Besides 
predicting what God would do in the future, he 
explained \Vhat God had done in the past, and 
what God was doing in Isaiah's own lifetime. 
He showed how God's plans fit together as part 
of a grand design, pulling everything together in 
the coming Messiah: And he also issued numer.: 
ous stirring challenges to God's people not to 
miss or ignore the call that God was giving 
them. 

I 

The first chapter of Isaiah lays out manY. of the 
book's basic themes. It presents a convicting 
series of.images emphasizing the pervasive and 
destructiv.e power of sin, and the inability of hu- . 
mans to escape sin through their own power or 
wisdom. The chapter thus makes a compelling 
case that every human desperately needs to turn 
to God\l:o ask his forgivenes~. Without this un
derstanding as a foundation, the rest of Isaiah's 

. message loses its forcefulness. · 

The gospel of Jesus Christ loses its power to con
vict unless its hearers have an awareness of sin. 
This is why ·so many persons claim to be Chris
tians, yet fail to live out biblical Christianity in 
even elementary ways. They disassociate their 
own true nature from the teachings of Scripture, 
and the story of Jesus thus becomes, to their 
ears, a bland tale_ of a vague but loving God 

sending his Son simply to remind us that he 
likes us. The true gospel is not a mere reminder 
of God's concern, but'rather is a convincing and 
moving call to return to God. But it can only 
persuade a person who is aware of his or her 
sinfulness, and who thus is ready poth to re
spond to God's call, and to appreciate and value 
the opportunity. 

This explains how Isaiah begins. Isaiah needed 
to wake up his original hearers, who had lost 
their spiritual awareness and focus, so that they 
could see their need for God. Isaiah also 
wanted future generations to see this need, and 
thus he discusses human sinfulness in a timeless 
fashion, showing it to be a problem in any age. 

The first chapter of Isaiah can be outlined as fol
lows: After giving the historical s'etting (1 :1), 1 

Isaiah indicates the fundamental problem in 
most human hearts - they do not know their 
God and Creator (1 :2-4). Attempting to run our 
own lives leads to misery, frustration, and deso
lation (1 :5-9), and also means we cannot please 
God, even through religious activity (1:10-17). 
God pleads with his people to listen to reason, 
and to acknowledge how much better off they 
would be if they allowed him to take control 
(1:18-20). He then makes a contrast: on the one 
hand, of the further worthlessness and squalor to 
which his people will descend if they do not 
turn back to him, and on the other, the cleans
ing and renewed life they shall have if they lis
ten to him (1:21-31). We shall conclude our 
study with the beginning of the next chapter, 
which contains the first of Isaiah's well-known 
Messianic prophecies, an idealized vision of 
Gad-centered I ife. (2: 1-4). 

- Mark W. Garner 
' 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 14-19 
kleenex, paper towels, baby food, large diapers, 15 
spaghetti (no sauce), shampoo, green beans. • 16 

20 

Thank You 20 
Thank you for the lovely dish garden and the 22 
abundance of cards and prayers for Ginny. In 24 · 
Christian Love, Eleanor Barnhardt 26 

Hospitalized 29 

Wilbur Allen will enter St. Ann's Hospital on 
Monday, June 14 for surgery. The surgery is 
scheduled for 9 a.m. He will be in the hospital 3 I 6 
to 5 days. Please keep him in your prayers. 7 

8 

Calendar 

June 
Church Camp 
Summer Youth Series At Spring Road 
SO's Plus Meeting 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Worship Services At Orient 
Summer Youth Series At Marysville 
Bible Study At Orient 
Jack And Chip Evans Vow Renewal 
Ceremony At Spring Road 
Summer Youth Series At Pataskala 

July 
Summer youth Series At Northland 
SO's Plus Meeting 
Bible Study At Orient 

Summer Youth Series 13 Summer Youth Series At Reynoldsburg 

The first Summer Youth Series is this Tuesday at 18 SO'S Plus Eat Out Sunday 
the Spring Road building at 7:00 p.m. Teens 20 Summer Youth Series At Lancaster 
please go directly to the Spring Road Building. 21 S?'s Plus Meeting 
The following Tuesday, 6/22, the Summer Youth 22 Bible Study At Orient 
Series will be at the Marysville High School. . 24 Ice Cream Social 
Please meet at the Northland Building by 6:oo p. 27 Summer Youth Series At Heath 

m. to go together. Parents may pick up teens at 
Contributions our building by 9:45-10:00 p.m. -Vicki 

Last Week 
Willowbrook Annual Golf Scramble · 

$5566 I Avg YTD $5171 

Mark you calendars today for Willow Brook's I Russia $425 I Avg YTD $244 

12th Annual "Roy and Eunice Rodgers Golf Youth Min. $250 Av YTD $323 
Scramble" on Saturday, July 24, 1999. See Bulle- g 
tin board for more info and to sign up. Youth Min Total _.... $20598 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 'am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 

t&3_0 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Abandonment Of God 
"God so loved the world that He gave ... " John 3:16 

Salvation is not merely deliverance from sin, nor the experience 
of personal holiness; the salvation of God is deliverance out of 
self entirely into union with Himself. My experiential knowledge 
of salvation will be along the line of deliverance from sin and of 
personal holiness; but salvation means that the Spirit of God has 
brought me into touch with God's personality, and I am thrilled 
with something infinitely greater than myself, I am caught up into 
the abandonment of Cod. 

To say that we are called to preach holiness or sanctification, is 
to get into a side eddy. We are called to proclaim Jesus Christ. 
The fact that He saves from sin and makes us holy is part of the 
effect of the wonderful abandonment of God. 

Abandonment never produces the consciousness of its own ef
fort, because the whole life Is taken up with the One to Whom 
we abandon. Beware of talking about abandonment if you know 
nothing about it, and you will never know anything about it until 
you have realized that John 3:16 means that God gave Himself 
absolutely. In our abandonment we give ourselves over to God 
just as God gave Himself for us, without any calculation. The 
consequence of abandonment never enters into our outlook be
cause our lifo is taken up with Him. 

Oswald Chambers, from "My Utmost For His Highest" 

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 

perish but have eternal life. For God did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 

save the world through him. 
John 3:16-17 



Love in Action 
A Fruit of the Spirit Part One 

"Do not wonder, brethren, that the world hates you. We know that we have passed out of 
death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not'/ove abides in death .... By this 
we know love, that he laid down his life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the 
brethren ... little children, let us not Jove in word or speech but in deed and truth." I Jn 3: 13-18 

"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God, and he who loves is born of Cod and 
knows Cod. He who does not love does not know Cod, for Cod is love. In this the Jove of 
God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only son into the world, so that we 
might live through him. And this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent 
his son to be the expiation for our sins. Beloved if Cod so. loved us, we also ought to love one 
another." I Jn 4: 7-11 

The three most difficult words for a lot of people to say ... I love you. Though saying it 
shouldn't be as hard as we make it out to be, it also shouldn't be tossed around lightly. Love 
in its very nature demands action. 

We are told to love our neighbors as ourselves- not a small task. But, as Jesus points 
· out in Luke 6:32,"lf you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners 
love those who love them." It is generally not difficult for loving thoughts and actions to flow 
around other Christians; we feel comradery and warmth in our spiritual family. To love the 
person who broke into your house, abused you, or drove drunk and killed your best friend, 
well, that's a different story. 

Theworld would have us acknowledge that enemies are for the hating. And, unfortu
nately, for most of us, that seems to make complete sense, unless you start looking at people 
with God's perspective ... The burglar needed money, but more importantly, needed to feel 
God's acceptance and love. The abusive "friend of the family" was taking out his internal tur
moil on you, but his real turmoil is overcoming his godlessness and searching for purpose. 
The drunk driver was taking refuge in liquor and spun out of control, which represents his 
own life. 

Sometimes it's frightening how easily we, who have God's Spirit in us: can fall into ha
tred or bitterness. I'm not going to tell you to "let a smile be your umbrella," but let's remem
ber that God will enable us to love the unlovable, if we let him. 

Prayers: Let us pray that we can open our hearts to those beyond our circle of friends and 
pray for those who persecute us Uesus said so!). 

-Linda Chivington 
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Growth In Jesus 

COME, LET US REASON TOGETHER 
A Study of Isaiah, Chapter One 

Week Two: Historical Setting (Isaiah 1 :1) 

Isaiah's prophetic career took place under four 
kings of Judah: Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Heze
kiah. He most likely died early in the reign of 
Hezekiah's, successor, the wicked Manasseh. 
These -years saw both prosperity and deprivation, 
victory and defeat, idolatry and spiritual renewal. 
Isaiah's message is therefore not one limited to 
one set of circumstances, or to his own era. It is a 
message of timeless importance, and can fruitfully 
be studied by believers in any age. 

Isaiah began his ministry in Judah (the Southern 
Kingdom) in the last year of King Uzziah (6: 1 ). 
Uzziah (also called Azariah) was one of the better 
kings in Judah's history. Most of his long reign of 
52 years was a time of prosperity and peace, so 
God's people were generally pleased. But though 
personally faithful, Uzziah had little zeal, and al
lowed the infamous high places to continue undis
turbed. These_ high places were sites of unauthor
ized sacrifice, and God condemned them, because 
he had established his Presence in the temple, and 
because he desired his people to worship him as 
he commanded, not in ways they invent~d. Uz
ziah's feeble acceptance of improper worship 
showed also in his most crucial mistake. Late in 
his reign, he entered the temple to offer incense, 
though he was not a priest. God struck him with 
leprosy, and he had to live the rest of his life in se
clusion, with the kingdom administered by his son 
Jotham. 

Jotham was similar to his father, faithful in most 
respects, but not willing to tackle Judah's· spiritual 
problems. Instead, he sought to build up the king-

dom outwardly. He undertook several major 
building projects, and worked to strengthen 
Judah's defenses. He was very successful by po
litical and economic standards, but did nothing to 
deal with the spiritual malaise that by this time 
was growing serious. 

Judah's spiritual weakness turned to outward de
cline under Jotham's son, the idolatrous and 
wicked King Ahaz, with whom Isaiah had a series 
of confrontations. Ahaz was hated by all of 
Judah's neighbors, and at one point, faced with a . 
threatening alliance of them, he made the mistake 
of turning to the feared Assyrian Empire, promising 
obedience in return for protection. Isaiah warned 
him that his policies would lead to serious prob
lems, and that he should instead have trusted God 
to protect him. 

Ahaz's son Hezekiah was one of a very few kings 
of Judah who made serious efforts towards spiritual 
renewal. Hezekiah destroyed many idols, includ
ing some his own father had made. Hezekiah also 
pulled Judah away from the ungodly alliance with 
Assyria, although this led to serious peril. The 
Assyrians first conquered the Northern Kingdom, 
and then attacked Judah. Isaiah encouraged Heze
kiah to stand firm and trust in God, who then mi
raculously defeated the Assyrians. Like every hu
man, Hezekiah had his faults, but overall he was a 
gift from God to his people, protecting them in a 
time of spiritual and physical peril. 

Isaiah's lifetime was a microcosm of Judah's his
tory, which saw repeating cycles of spiritual decay, 
interrupted by an occasional reformer king, fol
lowed by kings who were good but weak, giving 
the nation outward peace only, until a truly evil 
king led the people into real peril, when th.eir faith 
would seriously be tested. This pattern stresses the 
importance of Isaiah's timeless message, both for 
his own hearers and for believers today. 

- Mark W. Carner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix, kleenex, paper towels, baby food, 
large diapers, spaghetti (no sauce),bar soap. 

Summer Youth Series -
Tuesday, 6/22, the Summer-Youth Series will be 
at the Marysville High School. Please meet at the 
Northland Building by 6:00 p.m. to go together. 
Parents may pick up teens at our building by 
9:45-10:00 p.m. -Vicki 

Anniversary Party 
There will be a 50th Anniversary Party for Gene 
and Maude Prince on July 3rd from 1-4 pm at 
Willow Brook Christian Village. See Janet and 
Larry Harris for more information. An invitation 
is on the bulletin board. 

For Safety's Sake ... 
=> Do Not ride in automobiles: they cause 20% 

of al I fatal accidents. 
=> Do Not stay home: 17% of all accidents do 

occur in the home. 
=> Do Not walk on the streets or sidewalks: 

14% of al I accidents happen to pedestrians. 
=> Do Not travel by air, rail, or water: 16% of 

all accidents h~ppen on these. 
=> Only .001 % of all deaths occur in worship 

services in a church building, and these are 

I 

Calendar 

June 
20 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 Worship Services At Orient 
22 Summer Youth Series At Marysville 
24 Bible Study At Orient 
26 Jack And Chip Evans Vow Renewal 

Ceremony At Spring Road 
29 Summer Youth Series At Pataskala 

July 
6 Summer youth Series At Northland 
7 50's Plus Meeting 
8 Bible Study At Orient 
13 Summer Youth Series At Reynoldsburg 
18 50'S Plus Eat Out Sunday 
20 Summer Youth Series At Lancaster 
21 50's Plus Meeting 
22 Bible Study At Orient 
24 Ice Cream Social 
27 Summer Youth Series At Heath 

+ Interested in supporting the Human Race? ·"" 
Please see Peg Williams for details. 

Contributions 

last Week $3696 AvgYTD $5112 

Russia $165 AvgYTD $241 
related to previous physical disorders. Go to . . 
worship often! IT COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE! I Youth Mm. $235 I AvgYTD $319 

Senlces 
Sunde~ Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

, ?:~O run 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Youth Min Total I ..... $20833 

E(der.$: Wilbur AUen. .Frank Qhappeil, Roy 'Bst~p ... Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deflcons: Brian Arnold, 'Tom Bamhatdt, Jo~ BarQZzini, John Bradley, 
Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack£ vans,' Don Gillespie, Lou 
Lllwierice, Sam Leslie, JaclfMauersbe1'g1 Beryl MCMasters, 
Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Eva11geli,\'ts:.Mlke1lipes~1'om Barnhar:dt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 

c 
z 
<( 

..J' 

:c 
I-

It \~ o\s 
·~ z ~~ ~ 
I ) ~ 

I 
co"' 
Cl) 

e .a 
~ 

0) 
0) 
0) ..... 
c:::r 
C'\I 
Cl) 

~ 

Three Godly Fathers 
Both in the Scriptures and in our own experience, it is easy to see the ways that 
a father influences his children. A young man or woman's beliefs, habits, val
ues, and personality can all be affected, either positively or negatively, by the 
influence of a father. Let us take a look at just three of the many examples in 
Scripture that can help us better to appreciate the role of a godly father. 

Abraham, the father of many nations, also had his own immediate family. 
Abraham understood clearly that his son Isaac was a gift from God, not a right 
or an accomplishment. Thus, Abraham raised Isaac with the first priority of 
obeying-God. Abraham's own life served as a powerful example to Isaac. 
Abraham passed the test when God asked him to sacrifice Isaac (Genesis 22), 
confident that because Isaac belonged to God, God would take care of him. 
Abraham saw to it that Isaac's wife was chosen to be a suitable spiritual com
panion to him (Genesis 24). In all things, Abraham raised his son to commit all 
of his life to God. 

John the Baptist's father Zechariah did not expect his son to bring him glory or 
attention, because he knew that God had his own special plans for John. In 
Zechariah's inspired song (Luke 1 :67-79), he expresses both an understanding 
and an appreciation that John has not.just been born to satisfy Zechariah and 
Elizabeth's longings, but was born because God has a plan for him. Zechariah 
is a fine example to parents today, who often get so caught ·up in their plans for 
their children that they do not realize that God may have other, and better, 
plans for them. What a fine example Zechariah must have been to John - a 
father who joyfully served God and who allowed God to reign in his son's life. 

Jesus' own father Joseph is usually overshadowed by the other characters in 
the gospel story, in keeping with his humble character. This can cause us to 
overlook Joseph's strengths as a father. He was a man who quietly took care of 
the family God gave him. When his wife became mysteriously pregnant, and 
before the situation was explained to him, he sought the most compassionate 
way to deal with her, instead of being concerned with his own wounded pride 
and reputation. When his family was endangered by Herod's rage, he will
ingly relocated to a foreign country to protect them. In all things, he quietly 
accepted the full degree of responsibility involved in the unique family situa
tion God had given him. 

If your own father has been a spiritual example and teacher to you, make sure 
to let him know by living a godly life that shows you have learned what he 
taught you. 

- Mark Garner 



Love in Action-A Fruit of the Spirit Part Two 

"If anyone says, "I love Cod," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother 
whom he has seen cannot love Cod whom he has not seen. And this commandment we have from him, 
that he who loves Cod should love his brother also." I Jn 4:20-21 

" ... / say to you that every one who is angry with his brother shall be liable to the council, and whoever 
says, 'You fool!' shall be liable to the hell of fire. So if you are offering your gift at the altar, and there 
remember that ,your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first 
be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift." Mt 5:23-24 

"If your brother sins against you, go and_ tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to 
you, you have gained your brother.' Then Peter came up and said to him, 'Lord, how often shall my 
brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?' Jest,Js said to him, 'I do not say to 
you seven times, but seventy times seven."' Mt 18:21-22 

"Don't tell me to change." Bitter is the fiery eye that must win over another. 
"Don't talk to me anymore." Why are you shutting me out? 
"I can't forgive you." Piercing to my heart are these empty and hopeless words. 
"I hate you." What more can I say? 
How can I heal when these words I• hear Come not from the world, where People strike out at each other 
and strive for the wind, but from My sister? 

Beloved, I must tell you that this facet of loving each other weighs very heavily on my heart. 
There is bitterness among us. Hatred, derision, scorn and ridicule. This should not be!! 

We are not the church God is calling us to be. Sisters are fighting with sisters and brothers with 
brothers, to our shame. The first fruit of the Spirit is love, a deep and ongoing expression of God. We 
are told that love is patient, kind, not jealous or boastful, not arrogant or' rude ... not irritable or resentful. .. 
it endures all things. Some of us are having a lot of struggles with these scriptures. The parable of 
the indebted servants in Matthew 18 shows the callousness of the fir:st servant, who, after being forgiven 
his debts, holds the second servant accountable, putting him in jail. .. "then his lord summoned him and 
said to him,'you wicked servant!. .. should you not have had mercy on him, as I had mercy on you?' and 
in anger the lord delivered him to the jailers till he should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly father 
will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart." This is_the word of God, 
family. There is no other standard that we need. 

Let us please look at our hearts and ask God to help us purge out the filth and bitterness, which 
is unacceptable and unbecoming to the children of God. 

Thoughts and Challenges: Keep Satan out of our hearts and learn to recognize when he is trying to lead 
us into bitterness. If there is someone with whom you have a conflict, do your best to resolve it. Don't 
bury it and pretend everything is okay. · 
Prayers: Let us pray that we can be open to the cutting words of God, in all instances. If there is some
one we need to make amends with, let's pray for God to give us the courage to set it right. 

-Linda Chivington 
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Growth In Jes11s 

COME, LET US REASON TOGETHER 
A Study of Isaiah, Chapter One 

Week Three 
The Ox Knows His Master (Isaiah 1:2-4) 

After Isaiah has given us the historical setting for 
his prophecies, he immediately describes the 
root problem that God called him to deal with. 
While there were many other spiritual and civil 
disorders that Isaiah would address throughout 
his book, at the heart of everything else was that 
God's people .did not know him as they should 
have. Isaiah wants to impress upon them what 
it really means to know God, and why it is so 
important. 

He contrasts God's people to domesticated ;rni
mals (v. 2-3), showing God's people that they 
have missed something that even these animals 
know. The donkey, the ox, and other tamed 
creatures are aware of their_ masters. They know 
who shelters them, and where their food comes 
from. Though not blessed with the powerful 
brains that humans have, these animals realize 
that they belong to their masters who care for 
them. This is a simple but powerful lesson, and 
no one who misses it can claim truly to know 
God., 

There is no shortage of rhetoric amongst the re-
1 igious about "knowing God", and having a 
"relationship with God" . . But most of it is over
complicated, self-serving, or both. And most of 
the time, God's people miss the most basic of 
points, in their desire to theryiselves retain con
trol of their lives. Genuinely knowing God, and 
building a real relationship with him, must start 

with the acknowledgment of the most simple of 
all aspects involved, which is that he is all
powerful and in control of our universe, and we 
are not. Without a genuine and humble admis
sion of this, no amount of religious activity, no 
matter how dramatic or sacrificial, can please 
God. 

When Isaiah describes God's people (in verse 4) 
as "a sinful nation ... loaded with guilt", and says 
they have "forsaken the Lord" and "spurned the 
Holy One of Israel", he means it, but not in the 
way that many would understand these words. 
By no means did Judah overtly declare that they 
had left God, and at no time did they cease per
forming a wide range of religious activities. 
They would have disagreed most strongly with 
any suggestion that they were not "right with 
God". But in their hearts, they had stopped 
viewing God as their Creator, their Lord. They 
were smug in the feeling that they had "arrived" 
spiritually and economically. They did not truly 
feel a need for God, and worshipped him only 
so that they could feel good about themselves, 
and could look religious on the outside. 

Too often, God's people today have this same
"disastrous spiritual disorder. We can become so 
caught up in religious activity 'that we lose our 
humble dependence on God. When we spend 
time doing "religious" acts that will be seen, but 
neglect our personal times with God, when we 
begin to put our security in clever programs or 
strong leaders, when we feel in our hearts that 
we deserve credit or recognition for our sacri
fices and 'righteous deeds, we fall under the . 
same condemnation that Isaiah makes here. 
This is a dangerous path that leads to spiritual 
death. Isaiah's call is for us to wake up and put 
our faith back where it belongs, entirely in God. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix, large diapers, bar soap. 

Teen Info 
1.) Northland hosts the "Summer Youth Series" 
on July 6. We will serve ice cream afterwards to 
about 300 people. If you can donate money or 
toppings, please join us that evening. 

2.) While Bobby Graham is,here, all teens (6th 
grade and up) will meet together for class, both 
on Wednesdays and Sunday mornings. 

3.) Please see Vicki Thomas if you have not re
ceived you money left over from camp. 

4.) All teen mentors, and anyone interested in 
the -mentoring program, please meet in the audi
torium during class on Wednesday June 30th: 
We would like to meet to communicate and help 
support this important part of the Teen Ministry. 

The Bible In 50 Words 
"God made, Eve bit, Noah arked, Jacob fooled, I 

29 

6 
7 
8 
13 
18 

' 
20 
21 
22 
24 
27 

Calendar 

, June 
Summer Youth Series At Pataskala 

July 
Summer youth Series At Northland 
SO's Plus Meeting 
Bible Study At Orient 
Summer Youth Series At Reynoldsburg 
SO'S Plus Eat Out Sunday 
Summer Youth Series At_Lancaster 
SO's Plus Meeting 
Bible Study At Orient 
Ice Cream Social 
Summer Youth Series At Heath 

Picnic At The Park 
Picnic at the Park every Thursday evening at 
Sharon Woods Park, Apple Ridge area , 
beginning at 5:30. Bring your own picnic and 
enjoy the fellowship. Cancelled if it rains. For 
more information see Polly or Mary Kay 

Contributions 
bush talked; Moses balked, ~haraoh plagued, I Last Week $4426 I Avg YTD $5085 people walked, sea divided, Promise landed, 
Saul freaked, David peeked, prophets warned, Russia $190 I AvgYTD $239 
Jesus born, ~od walked, love talked, anger crud-
fled, hope died, Love rose, Spirit flamed, Word Youth Min. $220 I AvgYTD $316 
spread, God remained." -Author Unknown , 

Youth Min Total I ..._ $21053 

Services Elders; Wilbur Allen, Fr"!1k Ch~pell, ·Rny.Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 

Sunday Bible Study 
S\u1day W ors!}fp Service 
Sunday Evc;Ung 
Wednesday Evepifig 

9::lO·am Deacons: Bdan.Aru.oJd, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Jolm Bradley, 
t 0:30' am ~teve Carve.r, (,ynn Cbampne:Y,, DarreU ~tep, Jack Evans, Don Gill~pje, Lolil 
5:.30 pm Lawrence, Sam LesHe, Jack Maut)rsl;>etg, BerylMcM~st~rs, 
7:00 P}V · Mark Moms, Cbai:lie ,Yates 

'Eva11gelists: Mike Ripes, TomcBamhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A . God Of Trutli 
It seems that these four preachers had a series of theological arguments, and 
three were always in agreement against the fourth. One day, the odd preacher 
out, after the usual "3 to 1, majority rules" statement that signified that he had 
lost again, decided to appeal to a higher authority. 

\ 
"Oh, God!" he cried. "I know in my heart that I am right and they are wrong! 
'Please give me a sign to prove it to them!" 

It was a beautiful, sunny day. As soon as the preacher finished his prayer, a 
storm cloud moved across the sky above the four. It rumbled once and dis
solved. "A sign from God! See, I'm right, I knew it!" But the other three dis
agreed, pointing out that storm clouds form on hot days. 

o the preacher prayed again: "Oh, God, I need a bigger sign to show that I 
am right and they are wrong. So please, God, a bigger sign!" This time four 
storm clouds appeared, rushed toward each other to form one big cloud, and a 
bolt of lightning slammed into a tree on a nearby hill. "I told you I was right!" 
cried the preacher, but his friends insisted that nothing had happened that 
could not be explained by natural causes. 

The preacher was getting ready to ask for a very big sign, but just as he said, 
"Oh God ... ," the sky turned pjtch black, the earth sl;iook, and a deep, booming 
voice said, "HEEEEEEEE'S RlllllllGHTI" , 

The preacher put his hands on his hips, tur,ned to the other three, and said, 
"Well?""So," shrugged one of the other preachers, "now it's 3 to 2." · 

It's a serious problem. The problem of putting God's words on an equal level 
with' man's· words. But spiritual truth is not determined by taking a vote. In 
fact, even if 1,000 people agree with us, it makes no difference unless we 
agree with God. 

As Jesus prayed in the garden of Gethsemane, "Sanctify them by Your truth. 
Your word is truth." Uohn 17:17) 
That's why Paul was. so determined that the Thessalonians know the source of 
his teaching . 

"For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you re
ceived the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the 
word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively 
works in you who believe." (I Thess. 2:13). Father, in the confusion of so 
many voices telling us what is right and what is wrong, may we look to your 
word for truth. Thank you for being a God of truth, one in whom we can 
place our utmost confidence. In Jesus' name, Amen. -Alan Smith (Boone, NC) 



Joy in Affliction- A Fruit of the Spirit 
I 

"But let all who take refuge in thee rejoice, let them ever sing for joy; and do thou defend them, 
that those who love thy name may exult in thee. For thou dost bless the righteous, 0 Lord; thou 
dost cover him with favor as with a shield." Ps 5:11-12 ' 

"In a severe test of affliction, [the Macedonian's] abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have 
overflowed in a wealth of liberality on their part." II Car 8:2 

"So ybu have sorrow now, but I will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will 
take your joy from you ... truly, truly I say to you, if you ask anything of the Father, he will give it to 
you in my name. Until now you have asked nothing in my name; ask, and y,ou will, receive, that 
your joy may be full." John 16:22-24 

"Rejoice in the Lord always and again I say rejoice." Paul can say this in the depths of 
prison. How? He had a hope of heaven and a knowledge of the impermanence of this world. 

This world is often "uncomfortable" to us, especially as Christians, but pales in comparison 
to the difficulties facing the young church! Stonings, dismemberment, torchings, lion-feedings, cru
cifixions ... it's mind-boggling to conceive of the terrors they faced. And yet- again he says "rejoice!" 

One of the first spiritual "fruits" that is discussed in Galatiarls 5:22 is joy. Not momentary 
happiness, glee or fi.Jn. Joy. The ability to love God and know that he' is who he says he is. The 
ability to see beyond this life and be confident of our eternal home in heaven. The ability to face a 
prison guard with a song of praise. -

Joy and praise seem to hand-in-hand quite often in scripture. Why do you think that is? 
Probably because our joy as Christians comes from the knowledge and security of knowing the 
Creator of us all. If we are communing with God, our joy and praise would be a natural side-effect. 

Let us imagine for a moment that we are now entering heaven. No thoughts of "what am I' 
going to do now that 've lo~t my job?" or "I just can't face another day" will enter our minds. The 
cares are erased. Joy. Being with the Father. Days upon days to praise him. Makes all of these 
"light and momentary troubl'es" fade away. Let us dwell on that which is eternal, good, and perfect. 
Then, we can have true joy! · 

Thoughts and Challenges: Let's do our best not to grumble and complain (Biblical) and see our 
lives with an eternal persp~ctive. Joy should be the framework ~fa Christian's life. 

Prayers: May we ask God to increase our joy and clarify our concept of it. Pray for someone you 
know who isn't experiencing joy in his or life: .. and what can we do to help this person? 

-Linda Chivington 
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6rowth /11 Jesus 

COME, LET US REASON TOGETHER 
A Study of Isaiah, Chapter One 

Week Four 
Self-Will & Spiritual Desolation (Isaiah 1 :5-9) 

Isaiah's most basic concern is that God's people 
return to knowing him as their Creator, Master, 
and Lord. They have lost their humble depend
ence on God, and so have suffered in several 
ways. They know in their hearts that things are 
not right, but are u_nable to discern, and unwill
ing to admit, that their own stubborn self-will is 
the problem. 

In these verses, Isaiah describes those who fol
low their own hardened self-will, who reject 
God's gentle call to depend on him, and who 
are convinced that they know what is best for 
themselves. Isaiah describes these persons as 
living a life with no soundness, no joy, no secu
rity, no hope. Nothing "works" for them, noth
ing relieves their pain. Isaiah is not promoting 
the mistaken view that God gives immediate, 
fleshly repayment of every right and wrong. 
God does not need to ruin our careers, homes, 
and health to prevent disobedience, and ·he 
does not need to give us crass material things to 
show us that he cares, either. Rather, Isaiah is 
dealing with what happens inside us, and in our 
relationship with God, in the truest sense of the 
term. • 

Fo~ example, Isaiah describes the self-willed 1as if 
they were physically beaten_ up: "why ... seek 
further beatings?", "the whole head is sick, and 
the whole heart faint", "Bruises and sores and 
bleeding wounds ... " (verses 5-6). This does not 

mean that God will send goons or muggers to 
beat up anyone who disobeys him! Rather, the 
key theme here is unsoundness: unsoundness of 
mind, heart, and body. When we live a life of 
self-will, our mind is focused on the wrong 
things, our heart cherishes the wrong things, and 
our body does the wrong things. All function in 
an unsound fashion that is alien to the way God 
created them to, act. What is "natural" to think 
or do, from the perspective of this world, can be 
completely unwholesome, and even ·seriously 
injurious, to our souls. This is why many per
sons who "have it all" from a worldly viewpoint 
are so miserable inside. They sacrificed their 
true selves for the sake of rubbish that cannot 
satisfy, and despite their outward aggression and 
arrogance, their mind is sorrowful, their heart 
weakened and broken, and their bodies weary 
from pretending to be successful. 

Isaiah also characterizes the nation as a whole in 
terms such as "your country is desolate, your cit
ies burned with fire", "overthrown by strangers" 
an~ "like a city under siege" (verses 8-9). He 
says that if God had not granted them a few sur
vivors (the remnant - a key concept in Isaiah), 
they would be no different from the smoking ru-' 
ins of Sodom and Gomorrah. Now, these 
events did happen literally later in Judah's his
tory, but not in Isaiah's lifetime. (Isaiah saw the 
Northern Kingdom. conquered by _Assyria in 722 
BC, but Judah did not fall until well over a cen
tury later.) These images mean rather that the 
nation has lost its way, and is spiritually deso
late: God's presence is unwelcome, and the 
few left who truly seek him see the rest as a dev
astated wasteland. It is to avoid this fate that 
Isaiah calls us,. urging us to return to humility 
and meekness, and to allow God to reign in our 
lives and ministries. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix, kleenex, paper towels, baby food, 
large diapers, spaghetti' (no sauce),bar soap. 

Children Learn What They Live 
* If children live with criticism, they learn to 

condemn. 
* If children live with hostility, they learn to 

fight. 
* If children live with ridicule, they learn to 

feel shy: 
* If children live with shame, they learn to feel 

guilty. 
* If children live with encouragement, they 

learn confidence. 
* If children live with tolerance, the learn pa

tience. 
* If children live with praise, they learn appre

ciation. 
* If children live with acceptance, they learn to 

love. 
* If children live with approval, they learn to 

like themselves. 
* If children live with honesty, they learn truth

fulness. 
* If children live with security, they learn to 

have faith in themselves and in those about 
them. 

* If children live with friendliness, they learn 
the world is a nice place in which to live. 

By Dorothy Law Nolte 

Calendar 

JUiy 
6 Summer youth Series At Northland 
7 SO's Plus Meeting 
8 Bible Study At Orient 
13 Summer Youth Series At Reynoldsburg 
11 Elders/Deacon's Meeting 8:00 am 

at Building 
18 SO'S Plus Eat Out Sunday 
20 Summer Youth Series At Lancaster 
21 SO's Plus Meeting 
22 Bible Study At Orient · 
24 Ice Cream Social 
27 Summer Youth Series At Heath 

Reminder 
There will be a Eider's/Deacon's meeting on 
July 11 at 8:00 am prior to morning bible class. 

=> Everyone is a minister; everyone has a 
ministry! 

Contributions 

Last Week $5117 AvgYTD $5087 

Russia $232 AvgYTD $238 

Youth Min. $611 Avg YTD $326 

Youth Min Total .... $21664 

Services 
Sun<Jliy Bible Study 

unday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

£Ider;~: Wilbur Allen, Frank Cnapp¢U, Rey Estep, <1ene Erince, Ray Thorn·e 
9:30 ru'nc Deacons: Brian Am.old, Tom Barnhardt Joe Barozzini, Jolin Brndley 

10:30 am Steve Carver', Lynn· Cham_pney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, bon Gillespie. l;oti 
5;30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMastersj 
7:00 pm M"arlcMorcis, <;_ha.die Yat~s -

Evangelists.~ Mike H ip.es,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH,43231 (614) 475-0161 
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"Christ-Esteem " 
BUILDING OUR CHILDREN'S "CHRIST-ESTEEM" 

In light of the horrific events that took place.at Columbine High School 
in Littleton, Colorado, there has been much talk about how and why 
such a thing could happen. A good portion of the discussion has been 
over what was wrong in these·2 kids' lives that would cause them to do 
such a thing. The overwhelming popular opinion seems to be that 
these kids were lacking good self-esteem or self-worth. We have heard 
those who are. supposed to "know" pleading with parents and teachers 
and school counselors to help build self-esteem in their children and 
students. 

It appears to me that instead of building self-esteem in our children, we 
should be building "Christ-Esteem" in them. We are doing a disservice 
to our children if we tell them that they are important because they can 
throw father, run faster, score higher, look prettier, make better grades, 
or in general "do" something better than the next person. This is a dis
service for two reasons. First, there will always be someone who can 
throw father, run faster, etc. than they can. When that happens, what 
happens to their self-estee111? Second, those things just do not matter in 
the long run. 

We should be teaching our children and our society that worth and im
portance come from God, not from ourselves. We are created in the 
image of God, and that makes us important. God sent His Son to die 
on the cross for us. That reveals our importance. He has given us the 
privilege of sharing that message with others. That means we are im
portant. These things can never be taken from us. These are the im
portant truths that can build esteem in our children. 

It is true that we need always to encourage our children in those areas 
that are beneficial and wholesome, but let's make sure that they know 
it is in God and what He has done for us that we truly find lasting es-
teem and worth. · 

From The Family Bulletin, Daingerfield, Texas 



Patience, Patience- A Fruit of the Spirit 

"Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and He will act. He will bring forth your vindication as 
the light, and your right as the noonday ... Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for him ... • 
Ps 37:5-7 . 

"The seed is the word of God ... . as for (those) ih the good soil, they are those. who, hearing the word, 
hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bring forth fruit with patience.• Lk 8: 11 b, 15 

"And we exhort you, brethren, admonish the idlers, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be pa
tient with them all.• I Thess 5: 14 

. I don't know about you, but this particular fruit doesn't always want to grow in me. Why do 
we struggle so much with this? I believe that it starts in infancy. "I want it and I want it NOW!" Fortu
nately, most of us, as adults, don't express our impatience in that way anymore (I hope!). But we still 
have maturing to do. We need to develop our patience in God, with others and with ourselves. 

"Wait for your birthday; it's only a few months away." Do you rem.ember hearing that as a 
child? There was always a new Lego set or an E-Z Bake Oven you wanted, and birthdays were an eter
nity away. God meets our needs (and often our wants) in his own time, not in ours. May we rest as
sured, however, that he does meet them. He promises that. 

We also need to exhibit patience (often termed "longsuffering") with our brot.hers and sisters in 
Christ. May we fully understand God's patience with us and use that as our gauge in our own relation
ships. When we see others fall into the same sin repeatedly or see their spiritual weaknesses, we can 
be quick to judge ... "They aren't really serious about repenting or they'd have stopped struggling with it 
by now" or "Why can't they just snap out of it?" we may say. Some of us, as brothers and sisters in the 
Lord's body, are weaker in the faith, but desire to be stronger. We are to encourage, exhort and train, 
not judge. May Matthew chapter 7 be our guide. " ... by your standard of measure it will be measured 
to you ... first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take tlie speck out of 
your brother's eye." 

As for myself, I sometimes get impatient with my own spiritual growth and have to be re
minded that spiritual age often seems to correlate to a physical age. For example, I was baptized 10 
years ago, and spiritually speaking, I feel like a 10-year-old. God has taught me many basic lessons, 
but so many lie ahead of me. I encourage us all to keep at it, fighting the good fight of the faith! As 
Paul tells the Philippians, "I am confident that he who began a good work in you will perfect it until 
the day of Christ Jesus." 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
Let's trust God to fulfill his promises in his time. He is the very author of patience. 

Prayers: 
Let's pray that we learn to distinguish between our wants and our needs and cultivate godly patience in 
our lives. 

- Linda Chivington 
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6,.owth /11 Jesus 

COME, LET US REASON TOGETHER 
A Study of Isaiah, Chapter One 

Week Five: 
Meaningless Offerings (Isaiah 1:10-17) 

To God, the saddest and most frustrating aspect 
of his people's failure to know him is that the 
very acts of service he asked for become mean-
ingless when done for the wrong reasons. No 
sacrifice, no offering, no worship assembly, no 
vow, no financial contribution, no evangelism 
outreach, no action of obedience, has any 
meaning to God if it is not done in faith and hu
mility. This lesson was commonly missed by 
God's people in Judah in Isaiah's day, and it is 
commonly missed by God's , people in the 
church today. · 

Isaiah addresses a people who have deluded 
themselves into thinking that they are spiritually 
sound as long as they continue zealously to per
form the outward actions required by God. Like 
many in the church today, they found it more 
comfortable to evaluate themselves by arbitrary 
external standards than to look into their hearts 
and ask if they humbly had submitted - them
selves to God, to ask if they really knew their 
God. So they continued to make their offerings 
and sacrifices, to convene for assemblies and 
festivals, as Isaiah describes in these verses (see 
especially v. 11-14). They even performed fre
quent prayers (v. 15), and no doubt were also 
expertly saying all the right things to look good 
outwardly. But God was frustrated, wearied, 
and disgusted with all of these things: "What are 
they to me?", "who has asked this of you?", "I 
can not bear ... ", "Your ... festivals and your ap-

pointed feasts my soul hates", "I will hide my 
· eyes from, you". Now, God himself asked them 
to do these things, so his point is not at all that 
they are doing the wrong things. Rather it is that 
these things become not only meaningless, but 
perverse and twisted, when done by those who 
do not know God, who have no genuine close
ness to him or relationship with him. They may 
deceive humans, but not God. 

We also must cure ourselves of the delusion that 
God · is satisfied with outward obedience even 
when our hearts are not in it. We must stop set
ti ing for the simplistic solution of dealing with 
deep-rooted spiritual problems by prescribing 
outward actions alone. We must also realize 
that none of our actions is ever genuinely right
eous, that there is nothing we can do that God 
could not have done better himself. The rea
sons he asks to perform outward actions flow 
from what he wants in our hearts, not the other 
way around . As Isaiah says elsewhere (64:6), 
"all our righteous acts are like filthy rags". That 
is, by themselves, any action we perform is truly 
worthless, no matter how much courage, zeal, 
or knowledge it takes. Anything we do can only 
take on any real meaning, can only be suitable 
for a holy purpose, can only be pleasing to God, 
if done with the humility and faith that come 
from knowing the living God. 

3 

-
- Mark W. Garner 

''Fort desire mercy, not sacrifice, 
and acknowledgment of Go.d 
rather than burnt offerings." 

Hosea 6:6 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix, kleenex, paper towels, baby food, 
large diapers, spaghetti (no sauce),bar soap. 

Wedding Invitation 
You are invited to the wedding of Yvonne 
Vanzant and Scott Hopkins on Saturday, August 
7, 1999 at 1 p.m. The invitation and a sign-up 
sheet for the reception are on the bulletin board. 

Summer Ice Cream Social 
The Northland family Summer Ice Cream Social 
will be Saturday, July 24 at 7 p.m. in the annex. 
We plan· to have a sing-along with musical ac
companiment by various members of the family. 
Sign up sheets for ice cream, toppings, cookies 
and pop are on the bulletin board. See Sam 
Leslie, Lynn Champney, or Will Bickley for more 
information. 

Thank You 
Thank you to everyone who helped rnake our 
Summer Youth Series meeting a fun success! 
Thanks to all who donated money, time, sports 
jackets, talent, etc. It's a blessing to work with 
this loving, giving Body! The Teen Ministry 

=> God is like Coca-Cola: He's the Real Thing! 

Calendar 

Ju1y 
13 Summer Youth Series At Reynoldsburg 
18 SO'S Plus Eat Out Sunday 
20 Summer Youth Series At Lancaster 
21 SO's Plus Meeting 
22 Bible Study At Orient 
24 Ice Cream Social 
27 Summer Youth Series At Heath 

Food for Thought 

"And this is my prayer: that your love may 
abound more and more in knowledge and 
depth of insight, so that you may be able to 
discern what is best and may be pure and 
blameless until the day of Christ, filled with the 
fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus 
Christ-to the glory and praise of God." 
[Phi I ippians 1 :9-11] 

Contributions 

last Week $6058 I Avg YTD $5121 

Russia $320 I Avg YTD $241 

Youth Min. $370 I Avg YTD $328 

Youth Min, Total I .... $22034 

Sel'\lices 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 'am 
5;30 P.ffi 
7:00pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 
Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt,Bobhy Graham 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Tolerating Mistakes 

A building contractor was being paid by the week for a job that 
was likely to stretch over several months. He approached the 
owner of the property and held up the check he'd been given. 
"This is two hundred dollars less than we agreed on," he said. 

"I know," the owner said, "But last week I overpaid you two hun
dred dollars, and you never complained." 

The contractor said, "Well, I don't mind an occasional mistake. 
But when it gets to be a habit, I feel I have to call it to your atten
tion." 

Before chuckling too much, do you recall the last time a cashier 
charged you too little for an item? Were you as quick to point it 
out to him or her as you were when you were overcharged? Isn't 
it funny how we are willing at times to tolerate mistakes by oth
ers as long as we benefit rather than suffer? 

That's why our standard of right and wrong must be determined 
by God's word and not by our own feelings. As impartial as we 
may try to be, we are too easily swayed by that little voice inside 
that says, "If it doesn't hurt me, then it must be OK." 

"For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My 
ways,' says the LORD. 'For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts 
than your thoughts."' (Isaiah 55:8-9). 

Alan Smith (Boone, NC) 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways my ways," declares the LORD. 
"As the heavens are higher than the earth, so 
are my ways higher than your ways and my 

thoughts than your thoughts." 
Isaiah 55:8-9 



Growing in Kindness- A Fruit of the Spirit 

"Thus says the Lord of hosts, Render true judgement, show kindness and mercy each to his brothe~." 
Zech 7:9 

" ... He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by them you might be
come partakers in the divine nature .... Now for this very reaSOJ? also, applying all diligence, in your 
faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge; and in your knowledge, self
control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness; and in your godli
ness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. For if these qualities· are yours and are 
increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." II Pet 1 :4-8 

"What do we live for, if it is not to make life less difficult for each other?".-George Eliot. God's 
Spirit produces kindness in us if we allow it, and by nature kindness seeks the good of others above 
ourselves. It's a trait which, when exhibited, truly makes life "less difficult." It's a sort of glue that 
holds us together. Whether shown among the boQy of Christ or extended to the world, we as -nu mans 
need it desperately. 

"·I expect to pass through life but once. If, therefore, there be any kindness I can show, or any 
good thing I can do to any fe!lowbeing, let me do it now, and not defer or neglect it, as I shall not pass 
this way again" -William Penn. The days are short and the good that needs to be done is' ongoing and 
multiplying. Let's act on those little nudges of God's Spirit to entourage and edify those around us. 

, We sometimes call our good deeds ''.random" acts of kindness, but often God has set the stage for us. 
God's word tells us that He has prepared good works for us to do in advance. When we see coinci
dences, let's look for His hand in our lives. 

I am reminded of some of the stories we shared at the Act of Kindness dinner. Paying a 
stranger's toll at the booth, or giving a cold drink to someone on a hot day. Taking care of the sick, the 
elderly, looking after orphans and widows ... there is an infinite number of kindnesses we can show. 
Whether it's to a brother in the church or an "estranged" brother who hasn't been reconciled yet to his 
Father, we are to treat him as Christ treated us. We should have a kind heart toward all of our fellow 
humans; after all, that's what family is all about! 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
Post the Zechariah 7:9 scripture somewhere you may need to be especially reminded of God's instruc
tion (in the car, in your kids' room) and meditate on its application to you. May we repent when we 
fail in this area of our spiritual lives. After all, the.Pharisees were "righteous," but not kind. 

I 

Prayers: 
Think of someone in particular that you have difficulty in showing kindness toward and pray that God 
will open your heart to him or her. Thank God for those people who have let Him use them and · 
shown you kindness in your life, whether big or small. 

-Linda Chivington 
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6rowth In Jesus 

COME, LET US REASON TOGETHER 
A Study of Isaiah, Chapter One 

Week Six: Isaiah's Theme (Isaiah 1:18-20) 

Now that Isaiah has laid out the basics of his 
- ,message, he delivers what in many ways is the 

theme verse of the book. In his well-known 
statement, "Come now, let us reason together, 
says ·the Lord, Though your sins are like scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow", several impor
tant points are combined. First, God appeals to 
his people to use the minds he gave them, and 
not simply to follow their appetites and emo
tions. Second, he identifies their real need, 
which is having their sins forgiven, not engaging 
in more religious activity. Finally, he implies (as 
is emphasized throughout Isaiah) that forgive
ness for sin must come as a result of God's 
grace, not from their own righteousness. 

God has always appealed to our minds as well 
as our hearts. A healthy relationship wit~ God 
will make good use of both reason and emotion. 
Unfortunately, we all know examples of so
called scholars and academics whose benighted 
perspective drains Christianity of any real 
power, and who use their knowledge to draw 
attention to their own cleverness rather than to 
God's glory. As a result, many Christians be
come suspicious of learning and knowledge. 
But this makes it impossible to see an important 
side of our relationship with God. Instead of er
roneo'usly saying "Christianity doesn't have to 
make sense", we ought instead to realize that 
Christianity is the only thing, in this world of 
phoniness and deceit, that does make perfect 
sense. To appreciate this requires not only us-

~-;~:~~(;~-~:-.,l~.'·-~:· 1::·:- .:,:;"~·I :;•T.T---- ~~,~· -.-.1~:·~: 

ing our own minds, it also involves ignoring the 
silly and counter-productive ways that learning 
has so often been used to distort the truth. 

In these verses, God also focuses attention di
rectly on the real need in our lives. Everything 
else in one's relationship· with God depends on 
what has been done about sin. God is. holy, arid 
cannot have any fellowship with the sinful and 
unclean. In Isaiah's lifetime, the Levitical system 
of sacrifice provided an ongoing but temporary 
atonement for sins, so that God's people could 
live in his presence. In Christianity, we of 
course have the more lasting blood of Jesus to 
cleanse us from sin, so that we can live in God's 
presence, and so that his Spirit can live in us. 
We must constantly remind ourselves of the im
portance of grace, and realize that all else in 
Christianity flows from this. 

In particular, we must realize that grace is truly 
grace, that is, we can do nothing to earn it. All 
of our actions, zealous and virtuous though they 
_may be, do not buy forgiveness. Our debt for 
sin is just too great to be repaid this way, and 
we must avoid the temptation to try. All that 
this costs us is our pride. God will make our 
sins white as snow, Jesus Christ paid the blood 
price we owed on the cross, and the Holy Spirit 
lives with us to provide the strength and wisdom. 
t_hat outweigh our weakness and ignorance . 

. Giving up our claims of righteousness, and our 
attempts to be the center of attention, is a small 
price to 'pay for the blessings we 'receive in re
turn. 

' 
- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix, kleenex, paper towels, baby food, 
large diapers, spaghetti (no sauce), bar soap. 

Wedding 
You are invited to the wedding of Yvonne 
Vanzant and Scott Hopkins on Saturday, August 
7, 1999 at 1 p.m. The invitation and a sign-up 
sheet for the reception are on the bulletin board. 

Summer Ice Cream Social 
The Northland family Summer Ice Cream Social 
will be Saturday, July 24 at 7 p.m. in the annex. 
We plan to have a sing-along with musical ac
companiment by various members of the family. 
Sign u'p sheets for i~e cream, toppings, cookies 
and pop are on the bulletin board. See Sam Les
lie, Lynn Champney or Will Bickley for more in
formation. 

Thank You 
We want to thank everyone who put forth a lot 
of effort to come and be with us on our 50th 
Wedding Anniversary. It was a great day. We 
enjoyed it very much. Thanks again for coming. 

Gene & Maude Prince 

Thank You 
We would like to tharik everyone who attended 
and helped with our 25th Wedding Anniversary 
vow renewal ceremony. Everyone helped make 
it a special day for us and our family. Thanks!! 

Jack and Chip Evans 

Calendar 

Ju1y 
SO'S Plus Eat Out Sunday 18 

20 
21 
22 
24 
27 

Summer Youth Series At Lancaster 
SO's Plus Meeting 
Bible Study At Orient 
Ice Cream Social 
Summer Youth Series At Heath 

' 

Bridal Shower 
There will be a bridal shower honoring Yvonne 
Vanzant and Scott Hopkins Sunday July 25th in 
the annex following evening services. Men can 
come to support the groom. Hostesses are Ur
sela Champney, Betty Chappell, Toni Leslie, 
and Cheryl Muir. Yvonne is registered at Laza
rus 

Contributions 

Last Week $4915 l _Avg YTD $511 4 

Russia $'184 I AvgYTD $239 

Youth Min. $160 I Avg YTD $322 

Youth Min Total I ... $22194 

Services 

uriday Bible Study 
-Sunday Wor~hip Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Eld~rs: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 

9:30 llQ'l- })eacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, J6e -Bar0zzmi, John 'Bradley, 
l.0:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Chamg_ney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie; Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence_, Samleslie, Jack Mauer,sberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7 :001>~1 Mark Morris, Q_Q.arlie Yates --

Evangelists: Mlke Hipes-;Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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How God Uses Problems 
But now, 0 LORD, Thou art our Father, We are the clay and Thou our potter; 
And all of us are the work of Thy hand. Isaiah 64:8 

The problems you face will either defeat you or develop you, depending on 
how you respond to them. Unfortunately most people fail to see how God 
wants to use problems for good in their lives. They react foolishly and resent 
their problems rather than pausing to consider what benefit they might bring. 
Here are five ways God wants to use the problems in your life: 

1. qod uses problems to DIRECT you. Sometimes God must light a fire under 
you to get you moving. Problems often point us in a new direction and 
motivate us to change. Is God trying to get your attention? "Sometimes it 
takes a painful situation to make us change our ways." Proverbs 20:30 
(GN) 
God uses problems to INSPECT you. People are I ike tea bags ... if you want 
to know what's inside them, just drop them into hot water! Has God ever 
tested your faith with a problem? What do problems reveal about you? 
"When you have many kinds of troubles, you should be full of joy, because 
you know that these troubles test your faith, and this wjll give you pa
tience." James 1 :2-3 (NCV) 

3. God uses problems to CORRECT you. Some lessons we learn only through 
pain and failure. It's likely that as a child your parents told you not to 
touch a hot stove. But you probably learned by being burned. Sometimes 
we only learn the value of something ... health, money, a relationship ... by 
losing it. " ... It was the best thing that could have happened' to me, for it 
taught me to pay attention to your laws." Psalm 119:71-72 (LB) 

4. God uses probl«;!ms to PROTECT you. A problem can be a blessing in dis 
guise if it prevents you from being harmed by something more serious. 
Last year a friend was fired for refusing to do something unethical that his 
boss had asked him to do. His unemployment was a problem but it saved 
him from being convicted and sent to prison a year later when manage 
ment's actions were eventually discovered. You intended to harm me, but 
God intended it for good ... " Genesis 50:20 (NIV) , 

5. God uses problems to PERFECT you. Problems, when responded to car 
rectl y,, are character builders. God is far more intere_sted-in your character 
than your comfort. Your relationship to God and your character are the 
only two things you're going to take with you into eternity. "We can re 
joice when we run into problems ... they help us learn to be patient. And 
patience develops strength of character in us and helps us trust God more 
each time we use it until finally our hope and faith are strong and steady." 
Romans 5:3-4 (LB) 

Here's the point: God is at work in your life-- even when you do not recog
nize it or understand it. But it's much easier and profitable when you cooper-
ate with Him! Verse A Week Club 



Faithfulness of our Fathers- A Fruit of the Spirit 

"/ will look with favor on the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with me; he who walks in the way 
that is blameless shall minister to me." Ps 101 :6 
"For it will be as when a man going on a journey called his servants and entrusted them with his property; 
to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, each according to his ability. Then he went 
away. He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them; and he made five talents 
more ... and he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing his five talents more, saying, 
'Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.' His master said to him, 'Well 
done, good ahd faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the 
joy of your master." Mt 25: 14-21 · 

Hebrews chapter 11 is often called the "roll call of the faithful." Name after name of great men 
from the past who lived by faith are listed here. Men who remained devoted.to God in very difficult circum
stances. Take Noah, for example. He spent years building that boat when all those around him ridiculed 
him and made it so very hard to believe.' He took God at his word, and trusted him, becoming an "heir of 
righteousness which comes by faith." We are to imitate the disciples of the past who put their trust in the 
Lord. · 

Along with being faithful with our hearts before God, we are also to be faithful with what we've 
been given. A faithful heart is willing to assist God in building his kingdom. We've been entrusted with all 
that we have- our abilities, our resources, our gifts. Now, these faithful works are not our salvation, 'as 
Ephesians chapter 2 tells us, "For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own do
ing, it is the gift if God- not because of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, cre
ated in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them." We as 
Christians have been saved from a terrible fate, therefore we should naturally desire to be thankful and faith
ful with our hearts and abilities. 

My children are too young to watch over themselves yet (although my 4-year-old is convinced that 
she's an adult!), but if you have teenagers, maybe this example would ring true to you. Say your boss told 
you that you had to go to Philadelphia on business. It's urgent, and you need to pack up and leave in a few 
hours. You can't get hold of anyone to check in on sixteen-year-old "Mark," but you have a talk with him, 
letting him know what you expect of him in the day or two that you'll be gone. You tell him about the laun
dry, the house keys, the mail. .. and then you board your plane. What is the feeling in your stomach right 
now? Peace? Confidence? Hopefully so. Hopefully we don't feel worried that as soon as we're out the 
door, the partying begins. The questionable friends coming over, doing questionable things. 

God is our Father. He entrusts us with the care of this place until he comes back. May he leave it 
with us with some confidence. Just like "Mark" might not do the laundry to perfection or may forget to 
check the mail, we fail at'times. God wants our hearts to be wanting to please him in all we do, and he 
knows that we fail sometimes (okay, a lot of the time). Let's keep getting back up and remain faithful to him 
who is faithful with us! 
Thoughts and Challenges: 
I have heard somewhere the expression that a strong faith in a weak bridge will still get you wet, but even a 
weak faith in a strong bridge will get you safely across. 
Prayers: 
Let's pray that God's Spirit will enable us to increase our faithfulness; trusting God more and being more 
trustworthy in return. May we desire to become increasingly more trustworthy to our heavenly Father, so 
that the abilities and responsibilities that we've been given would be put to God's good uses. 

-Linda Chivington 
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Growth /11 Jesus 

COME, LET US REASON TOGETHER 
A Study of Isaiah, Chapter One 

Week Seven 
I Will Purge Away Your Dross (Isaiah 1:21-31) 

Isaiah has established that a reasonable believer 
will live by grace, and will realize and accept 
that this implies a complete dependence on 
God, and an inability to stand by one's own vir
tue or morality. Isaiah now goes on to detail 
God's means for keeping his people under his 
care. His ways offer great blessings, but call for 
discipline as well. 

Even we believers must realize that there is 
much in our lives that should not be there. Be
ing a Christian means we allow God to purify us 
and cleanse us, to prepare us for the holy calling 
and purpose he wills for us. This what Isaiah 
says in verses 21-26. Likening God's people to. 
a precious metal that has become mingled with 
worthless dross, he calls us to acknowledge our 
need for cleansing. Such discipline is not pl.eas
ant in itself, but it brings a renewed closeness 
with God and other spiritual benefits. 

Isaiah also warns the stubborn and self-willed, in 
verses 27-31. The faithful and humble shall be 
redeemed, but rebels and the selfish shall be 
crushed, not because God is, vindictive, but be
cause of their own inability to find lasting mean
ing in their lives apart from God. It is a bad idea 
to live our lives on the run from God, trying to 
escape his hand of discipline. His discipline is a 
show of love, and those who try to escape it are 
misguided. We should not cling to our money, 
our material things, our time, our careers, and 

the- like, as if they were .truly our own posses
sions. Our flesh wants to do this, and wants to 
be in control. We want the world to adapt itself 
to our whims; we want God himself to say, 
"have any career you want, any possession you 
crave, any colour you like". We must resist this 
perspective, because it lea.ds not to happiness, 
,but to eventual misery and frustration. 

Thinking that we are capable of running our 
own lives is the spiritual equivalent of braih 
damage. It ignores all of the most significant 
principles, promises, and themes in the Bible. 
Not only can God alone both sense and fulfill 
our deepest needs, we also depend on him for 
the basics of life, more completely than we ever 
acknowledge. We could not even breathe or 
eat or walk if God had not given us those ca
pacities. Further, our fleshly and mortal nature 
hinders us from valuing things properly. We are 
attracted to things with short-term value, and are 
obsessed with matters whose spiritual priority is 
quite low. For all these reasons, we must allow 
God's wisdom, direction, and discipline to 
eclipse our own attitudes and perspectives. 

Further, God is not an authoritarian ruler who 
wants mindless obedience, or who enforces dis
cipline for its own sake. His discipline is for a 
higher purpose . He does not call to us, "Do 
whatever I say and don't ask questions''., but 
rather, "Speak to me, tell me your struggles, hus
trations, and confusion, so that I can help you to 
understand." He offers us the chance to be puri
fied in mind, body, and heart, so that we can 
I ive as he meant us to I ive. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: I 25 
kleenex, large diapers, jelly, jello, pudding.. 27 

, Wedding 
You are invited to the wedding of Yvonne 4 
Vanzant and Scott Hopkins on Saturday, August 5 
7, 1999 at 1 p.m. The invitation and a-sign-up 15 
sheet for the reception are on the bulletin board. 18 

19 

Calendar 

Ju1y 
Yvonne Vanzant Bridal Shower 
Summer Youth Series At Heath 

August 
SO's Plus Meeting 
Bible Study At Orient 
SO'S Plus Eat Out Sunday 
SO's Plus Meeting 
Bible Study At Orient 
Service's At Willowbrook Helper Needed 29 

A helper who can teach on occasion is needed 29 5th Sunday Singing And Potluck 

for the 4 year olds through kinde~garten class on 
Sunday mornings at 9:30. Please see Jenny Coate 
or Cheryl Muir. 

A Short Prayer 
Thou that has given so much to me give one 
thing more, a grateful heart. Not thankful when it 
pleases me, as if thy blessings had spare days; 
but such a heart whose very pule may be thy 
praise. George Herbert (1593-1633) 

Think About It! 

Bridal Shower 
There will be a bridal shower honoring Yvonne 
Vanzant and Scott Hopkins Today in the annex 
following evening services. Men can come to 
support the groom. Hostesses are Ursela 

·Champney, Betty Chappell, Toni Leslie, and 
Cheryl Muir. Yvonne is registered at Lazarus 
and Target. 

Contributions 
Christ is the subject matter of the Bible; our good 1-------------
is its design; the glory of God its end. Last Week $6730 Avg YTD $5168 
People are more ready to shrink from sinners ' 

Russia $245 $240 than they are from sin. AvgYTD 

Sin is man's declaration of independence of Youth Min. $267 Avg YTD $320 
God. 

Sel"\lit::es 

_uJiday Bjble Study 
Siu;lday Wotsliip Service 
Sunday Evening 
·Wednesday Ecven ing 

-Pulpit Helps Youth Min Total ~ $22461 

Eldtcrs: Wilbur Allen, Frank ChappeU, Roy Estep, 6_ene Prin'ce, Ray Thome 

9:30 !Un Deacons: Brian Arno la, T61n Barnhard~ Joe Ba:rozzini, John Bradley; 
10:3,0 am steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Barrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie. LOU 

5:30 pm Lawrenc~ 'Sam Leslie, Jack'Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters 
7:00 _pm M8.rk Mo_¢s, Chl!l'-1µ: Yatej 

Eva11gelists: Mile~ Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-016~ 
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Christ Defeated Death 
Michelangelo became frustrated with his fellow artists, and on one occa
sion he said with frustration in his voice, "Why do you keep filling gal
lery after gallery with endless pictures on the one theme of Christ in 
weakness, Christ on the cross, and most of all, Christ hanging dead? 
Why do you concentrate on the passing episode as if it were the last 
work, as if the curtain dropped down there on disaster and defeat? That 
dreadful scene lasted only a few hours, but to the unending eternity 
Christ is alive; Christ rules and reigns and triumphs!" 

. 
Michelangelo was right. Even though the cross is vitally important be-' 
cause of the redemption Jesus accomplished for us there, we must not 

mphasize His death to the exclusion of His resurrection victory. We 
ould think of Him now in His glorified state in heaven. 

On June 18, 1815, the Battle of Waterloo was fought. The French under 
the command of Napoleon were fighting the Allies under the command 
of Wellington. The people of England depended on a system of signals 
to find out how the battle was going. One of the signal stations was on 
the tower of Winchester Cathedral. 

Late in the day it flashed the signal: "W-E-L-L-1-N-G-T-O-N-D-E-F-E-A
T-E-D-." At that moment, one of those sudden English fog-clouds made 
it impossible to read the message. The news of defeat quickly spread 
throughout the city. , The whole countryside was gloomy when they 
heard the news that their country had lost the war. Then the fog lifted, 
and the rest of the message could be read. The message had two more 
words, W-E-L-L-l-N-G-T-0-N-D-E-F-E·A-T-E-D-T-H-E-E-N-E-M-Y!" It 

co"' took just a few minutes for the good news to spread. Sadness was 
....,,- > d 1' Cb turned into joy as the message of defeat was changed to victory! e 

-= ~ 
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So it was when Jesus was laid in the tomb. Hopes faded, even in the 
hearts of Jesus' more loyal friends. After the frightful crucifixion, the fog 
of disappointment and misunderstanding had shrouded the hearts of Je
sus' friends. They had read only part of the Divine message: "Christ 
Defeated." · 

Early on_ Sunday morning the fog lifted, and the rest of the message 
changed sadness to joy: "Christ Defeated Death!" 

Doyle Wells (Lake Charles, LA) 
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The Portrait of Goodness- A Fruit of the Spirit 

"He who see.ks good will finds good will, but evil comes to him who searches for it" Prov. 11 :27 
"Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.• Rom 12:9 

"Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is n'oble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is admirable- if anything is excellent or praiseworthy- think about such things." Php 
4:8 

God make my life ·a little light Within the world to glow; 
A tiny flame that burneth bright Wherever I may go. 

God make my life a little flower That giveth joy to all, 
Content to bloom in native bower Although its place be small . 

God make my life a little staff Whereon the weak may rest, 
That so what health and strength I have May serve my neighbors best. 

-M. Bentham Edwardsthat 

61·0,vth In Jesus 

COME, LET US REASON TOGETHER 
A Study of Isaiah, Chapter One 

Week Eight 
The Mountain of the Lord (Isaiah 2:1-4) 

By readir:ig these first few verses _of chapter 2, 
we can better see the ultimate goal of what God 
was doing through Isaiah's prophetic ministry. 
Isaiah's call for change and growth (in the first 
chapter) most certainly disturbed many of his 
.listeners. And while that in itself is never area

about through God. The world's leaders, diplo
mats, scientists, professors, and thP. likP. con
sume their lives in a constant search for ways to 
bring about lasting peace, for means to get us to 
be more concerned about each other, for meth
ods that will make this world a safer and more 
compassionate place. Yet despite their best ef
forts, nothing ever improves, beyond a few tech~ 
nological advances that gloss over the deeper 
problems of humanity, but which do not come· 
close to fixing them. Their humanistic approach 
fails because they rule out in .advance the only 
source of lasting peace, security, and love, 
which is God. 

son for God to feel .obliged to change his tone, And Isaiah is telling us the same thing! Even we 
. . he does want his people to see the end results of b 1· b · kt d "t Though no one lrS good but God alone we are promised that a fruit of the Spirit is goodness . . . e 1evers can e qu1c o o 1 our own way, to 

. . ' . . . · his designs. We shall now get a glimpse of the I d h" 1· d h · There 1s great beauty in a good heart. "No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good . . . assume or s 1p over our own 1ves, an t en to 
fruit. Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do ,not pick figs from thornbushes, or grapes plans God had m mind for his people. express disappointment or outrage when we do 
from briers. The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man . , 

11 
• 

11 
• not experience the joy and satisfaction we 

brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart ... (Luke 6:71-3-45)" ' Th~ im~ge of the Mountain of the Lor.d .. in longed for {see Proverbs 19:3). Isaiah is telling 
The Portrait of Dorian Gray. Do you remember that movie? The main character "sold his Isaiah. 2 is a well-k~own ~nd popular des~nption us that we can have the deepest joy, peace, and 

soul" to remain youthful. In exchange for his good appearance, his portrait would age in his place. . of an ideal worl? fill~d with peace, security, and contentrrient available to our mortal kind - but 
Not only did it age, but as his character became more evil and warped, his portrait did as well; eventu- love. It has _given hope and encour~~ement that we can only have it by giving ourselves 
ally, his portrait was a grotesque and frightening thing, while he was mysteriously young and vibrant · ~ven to unbelie;.ers. Fo~ example, the sw~rds over to God so that he can give these things to 
on the outside. All of his friends aged and wondered what was keeping him so go9d-looking. His into. plows~ar~s · statu~ in. front of the United us. We can only be part of his plan if we do it 
heart, however, had lost its goodness, destroying the image in tbe..painting Nations Building was inspired by verse 4. In- together. through lesus' church. through which 

Fortunately, for us as Christians, our "portrait" is spotless through the blood of Christ. We may deed, many of Isaiah's prophetic · images God wants to show his glory to the world. That 
age and cha~ge on the outside, but our soul's perfect image won't change! If.we remain in Christ's (~noth~r famous one 

11

is _11 :6-9, "~he . wo.lf will is why Isaiah has so carefully developed the 
love, God will always see us as good and clean in Jesus' blood, though we fall into sin at times. live with the lamb ... ) evoke an inst1nct1ve re- themes we studied in the first chapter. God 
"Therefore we qo not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being sponse of hope from persons of all nations and knows that our nature is to try to attain our gbals 
re~ew~d day b.y day(~ C~r 4:16). We are to strive to be like God in His goodness and purity. Let's let religions .. That is because these promises to_uch by hui:nan effort and knowledge, and he knows 
this fruit grow 1n our lives. on the things we need most deeply, the things that approach is doomed to failure. God does 

o~r ~ouls d~sire more than an_y !leshly or materi- not want us to fail! God wants us to give our
al1s~1c blessing. Whether Ch~1st1an~, Jews, or ~n- selves over to him, so that he cah give us life the 
believers, humans long for a life of lasting way it was meant to be. 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
Let's look at the influences around us. What's preventing us from doing the good we should? Are we 
hanging around those who would shun us or harass us for doing and being good? Flee from those who 
would erode your good character. 
Prayers: 
May we repent of those things which hinder us from displaying God's goodness, and pray for those 
who have never experienced it in their lives. -Linda Chivington 

2 

peace, with mutual acceptance and an end to 
the things that cause the senseless divisions, 
strife, and envy that fill this world. 

But here is the point: this ideal can only come 

- Mark-W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
kleenex, small diapers, jelly, saltine crackers. 

Wedding 
You are in.vited to the wedding of Yvonne 
Vanzant a'nd Scott Hopkins on Saturday, August 
7, 1999 at-1 p.m. The invitation and a sign-up 
sheet for the reception are on the bulletin board. 

Helper Needed 
A helper who can teach on occasion is needed 
for the 4 year olds through kindergarten class on 
Sunday mornings at 9:30. Please see Je'nny Coate 
or Cheryl Muir. 

·Baptized 
Kristine Graham was baptized Friday, July 23rd 
At North Western Ohio Christian Youth ~amp. 

Single'_s B.B.Q. 
There will be a Single's B.B.Q. on Saturday 
August 14th from 5-9 p.m at 1982 Melrose Ave. 
(Brenda, Kim, and Tammy's Place). Please bring 
a side dish or drink. See Brenda Lee Allen for 
more info or call 233-1319. 

Potluck And Singing 
Mark your calendars for the Northland Family 
Potluck and Singing on Sunday August 29th. 

Calendar 

August 
3 Summer Youth Series At Southwestern 
4 SO's Plus Meettng 
5 Bible Study At Orient 
14 Single's B.B.Q., 5-9 p.m. 
15 SO'S Plus Eat Out Sunday 
18 SO's Plus Meeting 
19 Bible Study At Orient 
29 Service's At Willowbrook , 
29 5th Sunday Singing And Potluck 

Words Of Wisdom 
For the sake of each of us He laid down his life
worth no less than the universe. He demands of 
us in return our lives for the sake of each other. 

-Clement of Alexandria 

Should we feel at times disheartened and dis
couraged, a simple movement of heart toward 
God will renew our powers. Whatever He may 
demand of us. He will give .us at the moment 
the strength and the courage that we need. 

-Francois de la Moth Fenelon 

Contributions 
Last Week $4949 I Avg YTD $5161 

Russia $210 AvgYTD $239 

Youth Min. $720 AvgYTD $333 

Se.rvices Elders: Wilbur Alle:r;i. Frank Chappell, Roy .Estep, Gene Pnnce,:ll~ Thome 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
SlJ.nday Evening 
Wednes~fay EVening 

9:3<J'am De-qcons: Bri@.Cl Aqiold, Tom s ·arnhardt, Joe Barozzini, J0hn Bradtey, 
10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell.EStep, Jack Evans, Don Gilles_p i~, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Maue.l'Sberg, Beryl McM:aste.rs, Mafk Morris 
1:00 p in Charlie Yates · 

Eva11gelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475.0161 
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The Largest Fee 
A young widow lived in a small town with her five year old son who had 
been blind since his birth. After months and years of saving money, the 
mother went to an eastern city to have her son examined; and after a 
thorough examination of her son, she was told that surgery could give 
him eyesight. 

The mother explained that she could not pay the usual fee for such an 
operation, and the surgeon said that the boy's eyesight must have first 
priority. 

The operation was scheduled. Following the successful surgery and 
any days of waiting to remove the bandages, a smile of delight came 
pan the boy's face as he saw his mother for the first time. "Mother, you 
re more beautiful than I ever dreamed you would be!" he exclaimed . 

The day fihally came for
1

the boy to leave -the hospital and return to his 
own hometown, but he wanted to give something to the doctor who had 
performed the surgery. The only thing he had in his possession was a 
small teddy bear that had lost its stuffing: The well-used bear had been 
the boys companion since infancy. One of the bear's arms was missing, 
one leg had lost all of its stuffing, an eye was gone; but the bear was still 
the dearest possession the boy had. He presented that teddy bear to the 
surgeon. 

When they arrived at their home, there was a large package awaiting 
them. Inside the pac[<age was the biggest and best teddy bear that 
money could buy; but in the surgeon's office, carefully placed under 
glassr is a little brown, battered teddy bear with one arm, a limp leg, and 

'one eye. There is a card in front of the bear with these words: "The larg
est single fee I ever received for professional services." 

Are we as thankful for our spiritual sight? Would we give to the Great 
Physician our most precious possession? 

God gave up the best that heaven could offer that we might see Him as 
the God who loves us and craves our love in return. ' Without His gift of 
love, we would not be able to see the light of salvation. 

1i; Your most precious possession is your own life. Will you give it to Him 
6, in gratitude for what He has done for you? 
:::i 
q: -Doyle Wells 



The Jewel of Gentleness- A Fruit of the Spirit 

"A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh w0rd stirs up anger." Prov 15: 1 

"Let not yours be the outward adorning, ... but let it be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable 
jewel of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious." I Pet 3:3-4 

"Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in he<ut, and you will find rest for your souls." Mt 11 :28- 30 

In my first year or so of married life, my husband and I had our share of arguments (does that sound 
familiar?) I was making strange food combinations, he didn't put the lid down-you know those arguments. 
l 'call them the "toothpaste tube" arguments (although that one never came up!).- Well, that year taught me a 
whole lot about gentleness. I didn't like it. It was a nice concept, but it frustrated me that when I was just 
warming up for the argument, Kevin would respond to me gently, trying to diffuse the situation. How dare 
he be so sweet? I wanted to stay angry about this injustice for at least a few hours. I couldn't do it! I would 
event"ually settle' down because the fuel for my fire had burned out. It took some time for us to get out of the 
habit of petty arguments, but with his good example and our commitment to God and each other, we've 
been on a very peaceful path ever since. I say this to glorify God's working in our lives. 

If there was ever anyone who, in worldly terms, had every right to be forceful and assertive, it w11s 
Jesus Christ. He was verbally harassed, persecuted, beaten, and mocked, and, of course, eventually led to a 
cross. And all of this endured by the Son of God. One who had the heavens and earth under his feet. One 
who at any moment, could have brought himself down with a trumpet's blast and obliterated the entire area 
with fire from heaven. And yet, we hear his sweet words-"Father, forgive them ... " 

True g~ntleness grows from a .spirit secure in God's hand. Jesus shows his gentle spirit time and 
again, and usually under horrifying circumstances. Shortly before his arrest, he showed his gentleness by 

· washing the feet of his dear friends, even though soon they would betray, deny and abandon him. He told 
them of his Father's love and promises. As recorded in John chapter 14: "In my Father's house are many 
rooms; if it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And when I go and pre
pare a place for you, I will come again and take you to myself, that where I am you may be also .... Peace I 
leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be trou
bled, neither let them be afraid .. " 

In Proverbs we are told that "a gentle tongue is the tree of life." Jesus is gentle amidst the mocking 
of the Pharisees, the accusations, the ignorant remarks. He was secure in his Father. He knew that these 
people were the ones he'd come to save. May we as disciples, seek the good of others above ourselves, as 
well, and may we truly know the value of a gentle heart. 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
If the 'Savior of the world can allow such injustice and opression happen to him, let's strive for humility to 
accept his gentle, quiet spirit the next time 'we're cut off in traffic (Ouch!!) The next time you find yourself in . . 
an argument, think to yourself "how cari I be a peacemaker?" The one who wins an argument is the one 
who behaves in a godly manner. 

Prayers: 
Let's pray for our hearts to understand and appreciate the gentle and lowly spirit of our God, exhibiting that 
in our own lives. -Linda Chivington 
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Growth /11 Jes11s 

THE HOLY & THE COMMON, 
THE UNCLEAN & THE CLEAN 

LESSONS FROM LEVITICUS 

Week One: Theme & Purpose.of Leviticus 

Leviticus is one of the books of the Bible least read 
by Christians. On the surface, the matters it dis
cusses have no apparent message or relevance for 
Christians. Yet, 'in Old Testament times, it used to 
be the first book that Jewish children were taught 
to study. That was beq:tuse Leviticus deals directly 
with all of the major issues in a believer's covenant . 
relationship with God. The root topics in Leviticus 
are still important to believers today, and it takes 
only the proper perspective to appreciate the 
book's significance. 

Leviticus is the third of the five "Books of the Law". 
The unit of these five books lays the groundwork 
for the rest of the Old Testament by detailing the 
origins, foundations, and purpose of the nation of 
lsrael. Looked at in this way, and oversimplifying 
just a bit, we can describe the respective main top
,ics of these books as follows: in Genesis, God 
chooses his people; in Exodus, God redeems his 
people; in Leviticus, God sanctifies his people; in 
Numbers, God directs his people; in Deuteron
omy, God teaches his people. 

The bulk of the book consists of detailing the Le
vitical laws arid instructions God gave to Moses. 
All the material in Leviticus is written as a straight
forward narrative; that is, there· is no poetic, figura
tive, or prophetic writing, so it very easy to inter
pret. The main challenge in studying Leviticus is 
to understand the importance that it has to the 

church of Christ. 

The theme verse of the book is Leviticus 10: 10, 
wherein Moses defines for Aaron and his sons their 
mission as priests: "You must distinguish between 
the holy and the common, between the unclean 
and the clean". The Levitical priests needed to 
have a thorough understanding of cleanness and 
holiness, both in theory and in practice. Further, 
they were entrusted with teaching these concepts, 
and all their implications, to the community of 
God's people. The book of Hebrews teaches us 
that we Christians are priests under the new cove
nant, with Jesus Christ as our high priest. So we . 
also must have a good understanding of cleanness 
and holiness, as they apply in our lives, and in ~he 
lives of those around us. The details of the Leviti
cal ministry 'differ greatly from the details of ours, 
but Leviticus still has mucn to teach Lis. 

The overall purpose of Leviticus is echoed in 
verses such as 11 :44-45, 19:2, and 20:26: "Be 
holy, for I the Lord your God am holy." The word 
"holy" appears more times in the book of Leviticus 
than in any other book of the Bible. Leviticus calls 
God's people to be holy, and also teaches them 
how to do it. In the literal instructions to the Jews 
under the bid Covenant, God teaches them how 
to sanctify themselves and maintain a communal 
and perso'nal relationship with him. In the spiritual 
themes that are developed and emphasized, he 
also leaves for Christians a challenge, for us to 
value holiness and to understand how to.attain it. 
In Leviticus, we learn that holiness can only come 
about through sanctification, and that this is not 
attainable without a proper response to God's call. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
kleenex, jello, saltine crackers pancake mix, 
soup, dry beans, toothbrushes, toothpaste. 

Single's B.B.Q. 
There will be a Single's B.B.Q. on Saturday 
August 14th from 5-9 p.m. at 1982 Melrose Ave. 
(Brenda, Kim, and Tammy's Place). Please bring 
a side dish or drink. See Brenda Lee Allen for 
more info or call 233-1319. , 

Potluck And Singing 
Mark your calendars for the Northland Family 
Potluck and Singing on Sunday August 29th. 

Secret Sisters 
The Secret Sisters get together will be tomorrow, 
Monday August 9th at Chip Evans' Home at 7:00 
p.m. The address is 6654 Sharon Woods Blvd. 
Please bring a snack and a drink to share. Any 
questions see Diana, Cindi, or Chip. 

Thank You 
Jack and Michelle Eva11s (son and daughter in 
law of Jack and Chip Evans) would like to thank 
the congregation for their generosity of clothes 
and money to help them get back on their feet 
after their apartment fire. 

Calendar 

August 
14 Single's B.B.Q., 5-9 p.m. 
15 SO'S Plus Eat Out Sunday 
18 50's Plus Meeting 
19 Bible Study At Orient 
29 Service's At Willowbrook 
29 5th Sunday Singing And Potluck 

Think About It 
To return evil for good is devilish; to return 
good for good is human; to return good for evil 
is Godlike. 

Men do not reject the' Bible because it contra
dicts itself, but because it contradicts them. 

Go slow in thinking harsh thoughts of the Beth
lehem innkeeper. Do YOU have room for Jesus 
in YOUR heart and home? 

-Pulpit Helps 

Christ is more of an artist than the artists; He 
works in the living spirit and the living flesh; He 
makes men and women instead of statues. 

-Vincent Van Gogh 

Contributions 
Last Week $4904 I Avg YTD $5153 

Russia $210 I Avg YTD $238 

Youth Min. $290 Avg YTD $332 

Se_r\'ice_s Elder:~: Wilbur Allen, Erank Chappell, Roy Es~ep, Gene Prince,. Ray Thome 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Set'Vice 
Sunday Bvcning 
Wednestlay Evening , 

9:30 ain Deacons': Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, ~ohn. Bradley 
10:30. ~ Steve: Carver, Lynn Gbampney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans; Don Gillespie, Lou 
s :30 pm Lawrenc.e, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMastei:s, Mark Morris, 
7:00 pm Charlie Yates 

Ev011ge/isfs: Mike Hipe~, Tqm Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Astronomer Affirms Faith 

An astronomer whose specialty involves a belt of planetoids orbit
ing somewhere beyond Neptune says that his scientific work is 
reasonable only because he believes in Go_d. Guy Consolmagno 
earned B.A. and M.A. degrees from MIT and a doctorate from the 
University of Arizona, then taught at Harvard before returning to 
MIT for three years of postdoctoral studies in astronomy. 

Consolmagno sees a direct link between faith in the Creator and 
his own profession of studying the heavens. "Only when you ac
ept the God who created the world and said it was good, only 
en do you have the confidence to do science," he told Richard 

Vara for a copyrighted story in The Houston Chronicle. "To be a 
scientist, you have to assume the universe makes sense, that there 
is truth and (you are) capable of un_derstanding it. If you don't as
sume those three things, there is no point in being a scientist." 

Consolmagno says that religious faith is alive and well among 
practicing astronomers, and that three-quarters of the astronomers 
he knows believe in God. He warned, however, that well
meaning religious people can accidentally promote atheism by 
trying to link biblical teaching to' specific scientific theories. The 
Bible talks about the Creator, he noted, not the scientific details of 
creation. And scientific theory constantly changes, but God does 
not. Consolmagno has also studied theology, as it happens. He 

Q) is a Jesuit Brother and has worked in the Vatican Observatory in 
E Italy. 
~\ 

0 Edward Fudge 
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"The he_a.ven_s declare th-e glory of God; the 
skies proclaim the work of his hands. " 

Psalms 19:1 



Control over Self- A Fruit of the Spirit 

"A man without self-control is like a city .broken into and left without walls." P_rov 25:28 

"Do you not know that in a race all th'e runners compete, but only one receives the prize? So run that 
you may obtain it. Every athlete exercises self-control in all things ... / pommel my body and subdue it, 
lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified." I Cor 9:24-27 

"If you don't like it, turn the other way. I did what's right for me in my situation. You're so 
closed-minded." The old scapegoat lines seem to sum up the notion of non-accountability in an age of 
self-indulgence and recklessness. Why is it that we, as a society, have lost control? 

In Robert H. Bork's book Slouching Towards Gomorrah, he observes,"bored, affluent.people in 
a society that no longer possesses 'the disciplinary tools of shame and stigma will indulge the most primi
tive human emotions. Sex, violence, and domination . .'." I think you would agree that this world is spin
ning deeper and deeper into its self-constructed pit. All that is sadistic, perverse and obscene is paraded 
in front of us daily by all sorts of media. I can't even bring myself to describe to you what Bork goes on 
to mention in his book regarding various websites he's seen, and the sickening examples of the mutila
tion of the hwman body and spirit. It is clearly Satan's work. 

We, as the Lord's body, must reflect a self-control unknown to this world. The very term "self
control" implies that our selves need some controlling, which is not the world's philosophy. Our flesh 
pulls us one way- the way of temporary gratification, while God's Spirit pulls us toward himself, remind
ing us of the calling we've received. With God, we can say no to the sin which enslaves, and not allow 
ourselves to be polluted again by Satan's corruption. The temporary thrill or whatever it is that tempts us 
to lose all of our spiritual inhibitions is hollow, at best. At worst, it'.s an avenue toward hell. ·This 
world of ours is clearly headed in a frighteriing direction-- away from God at incredible speed. Moral 
reason and rationality have lost their place in this world, in which we are to live as strangers and aliens. 
Our hearts must remain intact, not returning to our old, shameful ways. The life we have in Christ is so 
abun_dantly rich; why should we look to Satan for our happiness? Let us rejoice in our God, who has 
called us to a life of self-control rather than self-destruction! 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
"Lord, to whom shall we go?" Peter asked Jesus. We must exhibit control over our fleshly nature; there 
is no other alternative for a disciple of Christ Jesus. A life devoid of control leads us where none of us 
wants to be. 
We are to be in the world, preaching and teaching, but not of it. If a "little voice" inside of you is coax
ing you to do something Y<?U know is sin, listen to the louder voice of God's Spirit in your conscience, 
reminding you that to succumb to it would be wrong! 

Prayers: 
May God deliver us from evil and may we pray to stand firm in the calling of our Father. Let us spread 
this wonderful salvation to a corrupt and dying world. We are the only ones who can bring about godly 
change in others' lives. Let's also pray for our country and our leaders, that they may see the need to re
turn to God and be willing to take unpopular stands on behalf of what is right and true in God's eyes. 

-Linda Chivington 
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61·owt/1 /11 Jes11s 

lHE HOLY & THE COMMON 
THE UNCLEAN &'THE CLEAN 

LESSONS FROM LEVITICUS 

Week Two: The Key Concepts of Leviticus 

Making sense of Leviticus_is surprisingly easy once 
we understand the basic concepts, and have a gen
eral idea of its contents and structure. The book's 
organization and teachings center around the four 
basic concepts: holy, common, clean, and un
clean. If you. understand these four concepts, you 
can make sense of almost anything in the book of 
Leviticus, and can also understand many ~her les
sons taught later in the Scriptures. There are two 
basic distinctions: first, anything in our world is ei
ther holy or common. Then, in turn, all common 
things are either clean or unclean. Clean is the 
normal state of most things in this world. It is inter
mediate between the desirable condition of holy, 
and the undesirable one of unclean. 

The definitions of these words are straightforward, 
yet important. There are several synonyms for 
.clean: pure, complete, whole, perfect, hormal. 
Cleanness is essentially an absence: it refers to the 
lack of uncleanness or impurity. Unclean thus 
means that a thing is impure, incomplete, polluted, 
abnormal or unfit. It should be a temporary state, 
although there are some objects and animals that 
are by nature always unclean. Something clean 
can become unclean by being polluted, and some
thing unclean can be cle;msed. (In Leviticus, the 
latter is done through sacrifice and/or ritual). Le
viticus contains numerous examples of each. 

" 

Holy can be defined in a couple of different ways. 
Holy things are those which have been given to 
God and thus belong to God alone. Equivalently, 
something holy is no ·longer part of this world. 
Synonyms for holy include sanctified; consecrated, 
and set apart. F,or example, the Levitical priests, 
once sanctified for service, were holy. They were 
given to God and belonged to him · alone, and 
were in their essential nature and identity . no 
longer part of this world. They were eligible to do 
only the work of the ministry as God directed, not 
secular work, and did not inherit a share of the 
Promised Land, as did the other 11 tribes. The 
priests had to strive constantly to make this identity 
a reality on their lives. Likewise, when we are bap
tized into Christ, we are sanctified and taken out of 
this world. Our identity and purpose should no 
longer be defined in worldly terms. In both cases, 
God creates holiness through sanctifying what 
once was common, but also in both cases it is an 
ongoing process to make this holiness a reality. 
Note also that the holy can be profaned, and thus 
become common. 

Leviticus teaches us how to become and then re
main clean, so that we are able to be made holy, 
and teaches us how then to become holy, that is, 
to embrace and grow into the holiness God gives 
us. Many believers in Christ, as were many Jews in 
Moses' day, are content with being "clean", and 
thus miss the blessings of the holiness that God of
fers us. Clean objects and persons are suitable and 
useful for daily life, but are still part of this world, 
and serve purposes in it. But holiness i.s the ulti
mate goal, and cleanness is a necessary but not suf-
ficient condition. · 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family lnfo1mation 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
kleenex, jello, saltine crackers pancake mix, 
Tea, soup, dry beans, toothbrushes, toothpaste. 

Potluck And Singing 
Mark your calendars for the Northland Family 
Potluck and Singing on Sunday August 29th. 

Marriage Retreat 
Please sign up by Sunday August 29th if you are 
planning on coming to the marriage retreat at At
wood Lake Resort on October 15-17th. We need 
to reserve the correct number of cabins and 
campsites by that date. P.lease see Lynn Champ
ney or Brian Arnold i.n the foyelafter services 
and sign up. 

Youth Minister 
Bobby Graha,m and his family have accepted our 
job offer as Youth Minister at Northland and will 
be joining us full time May 20th. They will be
here during their spring break in March to look 
for a place to live. 

15 
18 
19 
29 
29 

Cale11dar 

August 
SO'S Plus Eat Out Sunday 
SO's Plus Meeting 
Bible Study At Orient 
Service's At Willowbrook 
5th Sunday Singing And Potluck 

To Our Northland Family 
We would like to thank everyone who was so 
willing to help with arrangements for the wed
ding and reception for Scott and Yvonne. The 
teens who helped clear the annex for the day 
(and then put it back again), the ladies who 
helped serve the food, the people who loaned 
the coolers, those who helped move things 
back and forth on the pulpit, setting risers for 
the steps, picking up and putting down carpet, 
placing the sign at the front of the building and 
to Mike Hipes for such a beautiful, personal, 
and heart felt ceremony. God bless you all. 

The Hopkins family 

I 

Words Of Wisdom · Contributions 
The heaviest thing a person can carry is a last Week $5727 Avg YTD $5127 • 
grudge. . . 
You are young only once, but you can be 1mma- Russia $375 Avg YTD $242 
ture indefinitely. . . . $33 1 

- Pulpit Helps I Youth Min. Avg YTD $306 

Servic~-~ 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 

uiiday Evening 
Wednesday Evenil)g 

9:30am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
.7:00 pm 

Elders: W ilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy E.step, GeneJ>rince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Brian Amold, Tom.Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Br~dJey, 
Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
Lawrence, S_ain Leslie, J~ck fytau-ei:sberg, Beryl McMa'sters, Mark Morris, 
Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tdm Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Been Stoppe¢ By A .Brick Lately 
/ 

About ten years ago,. a young and very successful executive 
named Josh was traveling through a Chicago neighborhood. He 
was going a bit too fast in his sleek Jaguar XKE, which was only 
two months old. He slowed down when he thought he saw 
something which he thought might be a child, but as he passed, 
no child darted out. lnstead

1
a brick sailed out and smashed into 

the Jag's shiny black side. Brakes slammed on, gears ground into 
reverse, and tires spun the Jaguar back to the spot where the brick 
had come from. Josh jumped ouf of the car, grabbed the kid and 

ushed him against the parked car. He shouted, "What was that 
ibout? Who are you? What do you think you are doing, throw-

ing a brick into my new car?" . 

The boy said, "Please, mister, I'm sorry! I didn't know what else 
to do! I threw the brick because no one else would stop!" Tears 
ran down his cheeks as he pointed around the parked car .. "It's 
my brother, mister! He rolled off the curb and fell out of his 
wheelchair, and I can't lift him up." Sobbing, the boy asked, 
"Would you please help me by getting him back into his wheel
chair? He's hurt and. he's too heavy for me." 

The young executive was moved beyond words. He tried desper
ately to swallow the lump in his throat. He lifted the young man 
back into the wheelchair, took his handkerchief and wiped the 
scrapes and cuts. He watched as the younger brother pushed him 
toward their house. 

It seemed like a very long walk back to his sleek, new, black, SKE, 
with the new dent in the side. Josh never did fix the dent in the 
door of his new Jaguar. He kept it to remind him not to go 
through life so fast that someone has to throw a brick at him to get 
his attention. After all; some bricks are harder than others! 

Via The Highland Herald, Kingsland, Texas 



Ser11i111f 6od 

THE PRAYER OF HEZEKIAH 

Hezekiah is one of the few God-fearing kings to rule 
in the latter years of the Kingdom of Judah. So unlike 
his father Ahaz, who closed up the Temple, built pa
gan altars, and even, sacrificed one of his own sons 
on one of them, Hezekiah reopened the Tempie and 
ordered its cleansing by the priests. His faithfulness 
resulted in a revival among the people. The prayer of 
Hezekiah in 2 Kings 19:14ff, during a great national 
crisis, speaks powerfully to me. Surrounded by the 
Assyrians, Jerusalem and the Children of Israel were 
intimidated physically and disheartened spiritually
for the Assyrian leaders boasted that the gods of all 
the nations they had conquered were helpless before 
them. Through the prophet Isaiah, God told Heze
kiah that Sennacherib would be called away because 
of a military threat from another direction. And be
fore long this happened. But Sennacherib sent Heze
·kiah a letter, which basically said: "Don't think 
you're off the hook. I'll be back!" 

First, Hezekiah presented Sennacherib'.s rebuke be
fore God. "Incline Thine ear, 0 Lord, and hear; · 
open Thine eyes, 0 Lord, and see; and listen to the 

· words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to reproach 
the living God" (19:16 NAS). Hezekiah is saying, 
"God, this isn't about us; it's about You. They have 
reproached Your very name." Studying this, I 
thought: Don't we live in a land that has reproached 
the very name of God? The world stands in our face 
and spurns the very name of our God! What do we 

· do? From Hezekiah we learn it is not about us, but 
it's about or God. 

Secondly, Hezekiah proclaimed that the gods of 
Sennacherib's victims were powerless. Truly, 0 
Lord, the kings of Assyria have devastated the nations 
and thefr lands and have cast' their gods into the fire, 
for they were not god~ but_ the work of men's hands, 
wood and stone. So they have destroyed them. 
The gods in which those nations trusted for protec-

tion were created objects, not the Creator. They had 
no power. Oh, how similar to today! No wonder 
we are being defeated on every front: the gods of 
America are powerless. Education, success, money ... 
these cannot protect us! The Columbine High School 
in Littleton, Colorado, was supposed to be a model 
school. Yet we have created .a school system without 
prayer, without God, without standards. 

Finally, Hezekiah prayed for deliverance from Sen
nacherib's evil grasp: "And now, 0 Lord our God, I 
pray, deliver us from his hand ... 11 He was admitting 
that unless God saved them, they were lost. That re
alization must be confessed before deliverance can 
happen. In the year following the revolution in .Ro
mania, I was privileged to present a Romanian Bible 
to 18 members of the Romanian Parliament. There 
was a crowd outside demonstrating. I was able to 
tell those Parliament members that they were power
less in the grasp of evil all around them. There was 
no wisdom to meet all the anger that was outside . . 
The only way they would find "deliverance" from the 
gods of this world was in God and in His Word. 

Now the reason why Hezekiah's prayer is so impor
tant to understand; "Deliver us from his hand that all 
the kingdoms 'of the earth may know that Thou 
alone, 0 Lord, art God." Oh, God, save us; but 
why? So that they would know that You alone are 
God. Hezekiah wanted more than anything that the 
Name of God be protected above all things. Oh, that 
we would live and pray this way! 

And the result of Hezekiah's prayer? "Then it hap
pened that night that the angel of the Lord went out, 
and struck 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians; and 
when men rose early in the morning, behold, all of 
them were dead" (v.35). Sennacherib went home 
defeated. There, two of his sons assassinated him. 
We must daily depend upon the Lord though we are 
surrounded by evil on every side! Let us cry out to' 
Him to deliver us so the world will know He is God. 
It's not about us, it's about Him ... Our God and our 
Savior. 

Wayne Barber 
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61·owth /11 Jesus 

THE HOLY & THE COMMON 
THE UNCLEAN & THE CLEAN 

LESSONS FROM LEVITICUS 
Week Three: Outline of Leviticus 

Besides the four key concepts, there are three other 
important themes in Leviticus: God's presence, 
sacrifice, and the covenant relationship. God's 
presence is the greatest reward offered to the holy. 
Sacrifice is essential for any believer in any age, an 
important part of appreciating and understanding 
our relationship with God. Finally, God wants all 
of his people to understand that our relationship 
with him is a covenant relationship. This means 
that the conditions, rewards, and costs of a, rela
tionship with God are all clearly spelled out, and 
must not be made up as ,we go. With these ideas 
and the four basic Levitical concepts in mind, we 
now shall look at a simple outline of Leviticus. 
There are four basic sections of the book: Sacrifice 
(chapters 1-7), Priesthood (8-10), Clean & Unclean 
(11-16), and Holiness (17-27). 

Chapters 1-7: Sacrifices as a Way to God These 
chapters cover the details involved in properly of
fering the various basic Levitical sacrifices, such as 
burnt offerings, grain offerings, peace offerings, and 
others. They describe sacrifices made by members 
of the community, and also the sacrifices that the 
priests needed to make for themselves. These sac
rifices are often used or implied in New Testament 
teachings of our relationship with God. Studying 
these sacrifices helps us to understand other impor
tant concepts such as sin, guilt, atonement, and fel
lowship. 

Chapters 8-10: The Priesthood as a Way to God 
These chapters detail the beginnings of the Leviti
cal priesthood, including the procedures used to 
sanctify Aaron and his sons, and the first sacrifices 
they offered. Chapter 10 also shows the sad conse
quences of misusing the priesthood. All these 
events are of significance to Christians, who are 
priests of a new order. Further, the great charge in 
10: 10 is applicable to us in deeper ways than it 
was to the Levites. 

Chapters 11-16: Cleanness & Uncleanness These 
chapters show how to distinguish the clean from 
the unclean, and how to cleanse the unclean. 
They cover clean and unclean foods, mildew, skin 
diseases, childbirth, and other topics that are not at 
first sight "spiritual". These passages help draw at
tention to the absolute dependence we have on 
God to rescue our bodies from disease, unclean
ness, decay, and death. The climax to this section 
comes in chapter 16, with the description of the 
Day of Atonement, the cleansing of the tabernacle 
and the entire nation from sins. This day is, of 
course, a foreshadowing of the work of Jesus 
Christ. 

Chapters 17-27: Practical Holiness The book ends 
with al) extended collection of instructions related 
to practical holiness, ranging from moral behavior 
to criminal punishment, from religious festivals to 
sabbatical years. The concluding chapters also in
dicate some important conditions of the blessings 
God provides. Some of_these still have some prac
tical application many years later, b'ut all of them 
still call attention to the way that God is present in 
every area of our lives. God considers every area 
of our life, every second of every day, to be signifi~ 
cant in our relationship with him. No matter how 
far our' thoughts are from God, he is close by, and 
he is thinking of us. 

.:. Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
kleenex, jello, saltine crackers, pancake mix, 
Tea, soup, dry beans, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
Jelly. 

Special Contribution Day ! 
Start planningfor Northland's Special Contribu
tion Day, Sunday September 19th. Our goal is to 
raise 3 times our normal contribution for the pur
pose of a new roof on the annex, carpeting in 
the foyer and hallway, and some other 
miscellaneous items. This will also give our 
members an opportunity catch up on their 
normal contribution. - The Elders 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Lou 
Lawrence and family at the death of his sister. 

Larry Best, an elder at Fishinger and Kenny died 
last week. Please keep these families in your 
prayers. 

Calendar 

August 
28 / 5th Sunday Singing And Potluck 
29 Service's At Willowbrook 

September 
1 SO's Plus Meeting -
2 Bible Study At Orient 
3-5 Summit "99" 
5 Area Wide Worship At Summit "99" 
12 Fall Bible Classes Begin 
15 SO's Plus Meeting 
16 Bible Study At Orient 
19 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
19 Special Contribution 
26 Worship Service At Orient 
26 Bring Your Neighbor Day 
30 Bible Study ,AJ: Orient 

Youth Minister 
Bobby Graham and his family have accepted 
our job offer as Youth Minister at Northland and 
will be joining us full time May, 20th. They will 
be here during their spring break in March to 
look for a place to live. 

$5139 

$239 

1uu.;1 Min. $326 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 ·am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 

, 

10:30 ar'n Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don-Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm .Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, 
7:00 pm Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

~orthland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Walldng On Water 
' 

Josh had heard a family rumor that his father, his grandfather and 
even his great-grandfather, all "walked on water" on their 21st birth
day. Well, today was his 21st birthday and he figured if they could 
do it, so could he. 

So, off he went in a boat .with his friend Jake. When he got out in the 
middle of the lake, he got up and stepped out of the boat ... and 
nearly drowned! · 

The next day, Josh asked his grandmother why he wasn't given the 
same gift as the others in his family. His grandmother told him that 

is father, grandfather and great-grandfather had all been born in 
ebruary ... not in. August as he was. 

Uesus, of course, didn't have the benefit of ice when he walked on 
water) 

"So when (the disciples) had rowed about three or four miles, they 
saw Jesus walking on the sea and drawing near the boat; .and they 
were afraid. But He said to them, "It is I; do not be afraid,'" Uohn 
6:19-20). 

Like so·man'y of Jesus' miracles, this one shows us his·absolute con
trol over nature. At times, when it seems that al I is hopeless and no 
one has the ability to help in my life, I need to be re.minded of the 
one who has such great power. Though the thought of such power 
might be a bit frightening, in the end it provides comfort. 

"Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all 
that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us ... " (Eph . 
3:20). 

May that power be a strength to you this day. 
Alan Smith 

But he said to them, "It .is I; don't be afraid." 
John 6:20 



Serving6od 

I BELIEVE IN YOUNG PEOPLE 

I believe in young people because they are the 
future leaders. They will be our government 
leaders (city and nations). They are our future 
leaders in the church: elders, deacons, teachers 
and preachers. They are our future scientist, 
doctors, engineers, etc. that will determine the 
destiny of tomorrow. I truly believe they will 
give their best toward making the future b~tter 
than today:. 

' I believe in young people because they are 
growing. As the Lord's example (Luke 2) they 
are growing in body, mind and soul; in the sight 
of their f~llow travelers in this life as well as in 
the sight of Almighty God. They have not, and 
hopefully, will not stop in the process of grow
ing in Jesus Christ: knowledge as well as the de
velopment of talents. 

I believe in young people because even th'ough 
they make mistakes, they are determined to live 
right in the sight of God. And they demonstrate 
that desire so strongly. When they have fallen 
short in the sight of God and their fellow work~ 
ers, they CQnfess their sins - to receive forgive
ness. They have a heart that is able to be 
touched (pricked) Acts 2:37. 

I believe in young people because they are loyal 
and' true. When someone in their group of 
friends and co-workers needs help, they are 
there. If they are sorrowing, strength is pro
vided; when they .are happy, that happiness is 
shared. If someone is attacking one of their fam
ily members (brothers or sisters in Christ) they 
quickly come to their defense. They endeavor 

to "do unto others" as we find taught in Mat
thew 7:12. 

I believe in young people because they are so 
enthusiastic, so fu 11 of I ife and energetic. They 
truly can "move mountains" when their power 
and potential is harnessed. In the Lord's work, 
they have the potential of doing, great things, if 
properly guided in that way. 

I believe in young people because of the love 
they show one for the other. They are not afraid 
to say "I care about you" or "I love you." They 
are willing to share a gentle touch or hug in 
greeting one another, or in parting company. 
Such action .is similar to the kis() (Romans 16:16) 
of the first century. We should not so act "for 
show" but when sincerely conveyed to a mem
ber of the family, it is good. The church is to be 
a dose-knit body. We are to be known by the 
world for our love for one another. Young peo
ple show their love. 

I believe in young people because they are 
teachable. They, like Apollos (Acts 18:24) are 
willing to be shown the way of the Lord. They 
will listen to opinions and t~oughts of others, 
and when it is right will change. They desire to 
go to heaven, and by the grace of God, they are 
determined to make it their final home. 

Let us follow such characteristics of the young 
people. 

2 

Paul Sain 

"Don't let anyone look down on you 
because you are young, but set an ex-. 
ample for the bdievers in speech, in 
life, in love, in faith and in purity." 

1 Timothy 4:12 

6rowth In Jes11s 

THE HOLY & THE COMMON 
THE UNCLEAN & THE CLEAN 

LESSONS FROM LEVITICUS 

WeekFour: The Sacrifices - Introduction 

Each of the basic sacrifices described in Leviticus 1-
7 had a particular importance in the relationship 
between God and his people. Each of them also 
helps us to understand some aspect of our own re
lationship with God. After we briefly take note of 
the tabernacle, which was the physical location of 
the Levitical ministry, we shall take a look at the 
specific sacrifices. 

The discussion df sacrifice in Leviticus assumes a 
basic familiarity with the tabernacle that had been 
designed by G9d an.d built by the people in Exo
dus. You can read a detailed account in Exodus 
25-31, in which God gives instructions for how the 
tabernacle is to be built, and Exodus 35-40, which 
describe how the Israelites made it, as com
manded. For our purposes, it is necessary only to 
make note of its most important features. 

. 
The tabernacle was a large rectangular structure 
covered with a tent, and the whole complex was 
called the Tent of Meeting. (These two terms are 
often used interchangeably.) Not far outside the 
tabernacle was a bronze altar of sacrifice, o~ which 
the Levitical sacrifices were offered by the priests. 
Nearby was an ash pit whe~e certain of the re
mains of the sacrifices were placed. Between the 
Tent of Meeting and the altar of sacrifice was a 
bronze basin (or laver) where the priests washed 
their hands and feet before en'tering the tabernacle. 
There was an enclosed area, the courtyard, sur-

rounding the tabernacle and these other objects; 
There was also a different ash heap, completely 
outside the entire camp, where ~ertain other· re
mains were taken. 

Only the priests were able to enter any portion of 
the tabernacle itself, as the inside of it was holy. 
The first room iri the tabernacle was the Holy 
Place, which all the priests were able to enter. The 
Holy Place contained a lampstand (menorah), a 
table holding consecrated bread ("shewbread"), 
and an altar of incense. The Most Holy Place was 
the inner sanctuary of the tabernacle, and could 
only be entered by the high priest, and then only 
under vei-y specific conditions. A special veil or 
curtain separated the Most Holy Place from the 
Holy Place. The Most Holy Place contained the 
important ark of the covenant. The lid of the ark 
was made of pure gold and was called the atone
ment cover or mercy seat. At the ends of the cover 
were two cherubin;i made of' hammered gold. 

Leviticus 1-7 details the five basic sacrifices offered 
in the Levitical ministry. The common Burnt Offer
ing provided the basic, ongoing atonement for sin. 
The Grain Offering, usually offered as a supple
ment to a Burnt pr other offering, was an extra ex
pression of devotion and tribute to God. The Fel
lowship Offering, usually given entirely of one's 
freewill, was a celebration of fellowship with God 
and his people. The Sin Offering was required for 
purification after certain specific types of sin. The 
Guilt Offering was required as part of the repara
tion process when a sin was committed against the . 
holy sanctuary or against God's holy name. Next, 
we shall tp.ke a look at some of these sacrifices. 

- Mark W. Carner 
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Family Information 

, Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
kleenex, jello, saltine crackers, pancake mix, 
Tea, soup, dry beans, toothbrushes, toothpaste; 
Jelly, bar soap, green ,beans, canned fruit. 

Special Contribution Day ! 
Start planning for Northland's Special Contribu
tion Day,- Sunday September 19th. Our goal is to 
raise 3 times our normal contribution for the pur
p·ose of a new roof on the annex, carpeting in
the foyer and hal I way, and some other 
miscellaneous items. This will also give our 
members an opportunity catch up on their 
normal contribution. - The Elders 

Marriage Retreat 
Sign up Today if you are planning on coming to 
the marriage retreat at Atwood Lake Resort on 
October 15-17th. We need to reserve the correct 
number of cabins and campsites. Please see -
Lynn Champney or Brian Arnold and sign up . . . 

Summit · 
Registration workers are needed for "Summit" on 
Labor Day weekend.· If you are able to work, a 
shift at the registration desk on Friday evening,,. 
September 3rd or Satwday, September 4th, 
please see Diana Morris. ' 

Singles Retreat 
There.will be a singles retreat September W, 11 · 
and 12 at Fort Hi II Camp. More tnformation 
later. If interested, see Kim Bachman. : 

Calenda1· 

August 
29 Service's At Willowbrook 

1 
September 

50's Plus Meeting 
Bible Study At Orient 
Summit "99" 

2 
3-5 
5 
12 

Area Wide Worship At Summit "99" 
Fall Bible Classes Begin 

~*5 

16 
19 
19 
26 
26 
30 

50's Plus Meeting 
Bible Study At Orient 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Special Contribution Day 
Worship Service At Orient 
Bring Your Neighbor Day 
Bible Study At Orient 

Teens 
The teens will go to lunch together today, then 
go to Willowbrook for our worship service. 

Thank You 
Thank you to the teens and to the Yates for 

. helping COCS get ready for school. Thanks also 
.to Billie Thorne for feeding all these helpers. 

Contributions 
Last Week $5103 . I AvgYTD $5138 

Russia $277 I Avg YTD $240 

Youth Min. $260 I Avg YTD $324 

Servi~es 

Smi.day Bible Study 
Sunday Worship' Service 
Sunday Evening 
WedneSday "Eveni;ng 

9:30 -run 
J0:3o am 

5:30pm 
7:00 pi.n 

Elders: WLlburA1len, FrnnkGhappell, .Roy Estep, G~ne Prinqe, Ray Thome 
D~acons: .Brian Arnold, Toro Ba.n\hardt, JoeBa{(li.zibi, John Bradley, 
Steve Carver, Lynp Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
Lawrence, S~ Lesli~, lack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, 
Charlie Yates - "" r -

Evangelists: Mike HJpes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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. By What Authority 
When He was come into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came unto him as He was teaching, and said, NBy what authority 
doest thou these things? And who gave thee this authority?" Jesus an
swered and said unto them, "/also will ask you one thing, which if ye tell 
me, I in like wise will tell you by what authority I do these things. The 
baptism of John, whence was it? From heaven, or of men?" Mat. 21 :23-25 

The question of authority is important in the secular, but is especially im
portant in the spiritual or religious realm. The answer of Jesus shows that 
there are only two possible sources of authority in the spiritual realm
heaven or earth, God or man. Unless there is agreement on the proper 
authority for all of our religious teaching and practice, there can never be 
e unity'among us that God desires; and to accept any authority besides 
od will not bring His favor. ' 

During His ministry on earth, Jesus claimed all authority in heaven and on 
e~rth (Mt. 28: 18). Even Moses, the great lawgiver of the Old Testament, , 
cannot be looked to for authority today; nor can we look to the prophets, 
regardless of their greatness. The will of Christ is supreme. In the presence 
of Moses and Elijah, God said for men to hear Jesus (Mt. 17:1-5). In Peter's 
sermon in Acts 3, he revealed Moses' prophecy which had declared the 
coming 1of Christ; and even Moses realized that the will of Christ was to be 
superior to Mosaic law. In referring to Jesus, Moses said, Him shall ye hear 
in all things ... (Acts 3:22). The writer of Hebrews declared that God has 
spoken to us through Hi~ son (Heb. 1 :2). In all things Christ has preemi
nence (Col. 1: 18). He is our only religious authority now. 

The apostles taught the doctrine of Christ, and the warning is Whosoever 
goeth onward and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ hath not God (2 Jn. 
9). Furthermore, even if an angel from heaven were to teach us a different 
doctrine, the Scripture says, Let him be accursed. (Gal. 1 :8-9) 

The Scriptures are inspired by God (2 Tim. 3: 16), thus they are authorita
tive. They contain all that pertains to life and godliness (2 Pet. 1 :3). 

In every religious practice we contemplate, we would do well to ask the 
question., By what authority? Then determine that we will act only on the 
authority of heaven revealed in the Bible. 

Doyle Wells 
Lake Charles, LA 
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Se1·11i11g God 

THE 
BIBLE 

CONTAINS 
3,566,480 letters 

810,697 words, 31, 175 verses, 
1, 189 chapters, and 66 books. 

The longest chapter is the 1991h Psalm. 
The shortest and middle chapter is ' 
the 1171h Psalm.· The middle verse 

is the 8th of the 1181h Psalm. The middle verse 
contains 50 letters. The longest name is 

in the eighth chapter of Isaiah. The word "and" 
occurs 46,672 times throughout the entire Bible; while 

the word " lord" appears 1,855 times. The 37th 
chapter of Isaiah and the 191h chapter of the second 

Book of Kings are alike. The longest verse in the 
Bible is the 91h verse of the 81h chapter of Esther 

and the shortest verse is the 351h of the 11 th chapter 
of John. With the exception of the letter J, the alphabet 

is found in Ezra 7:21. The name of God is 
not mentioned in the book of Esther. 

The model prayer is the 17th chapter of John. 
The Lord wants each church member 
to be an attender, not an absenter; a 

pill<!r, .not a sl~eper; a wing, not 
~ w.eight; a goer., nqt a gadder; 
' aJooster, not} knocker; 
a true soldier, not a slacker. 

THE BIBLE 
~ CONTAINS 

HISTORY 
ROMANCE 

JUSTICE 
SALVATION 
HOLINESS 

KNOWLEDGE 
WISDOM. 

ANDLOVL 
THIS IS THE TREE OF LIFE. 

I TRUST YOU WILL HIDE YOURSELF IN 
· ITS BRANCHES AND BRtNC FORTH FRUIT. 

.2 

61·owth In Jesus 

THE HOLY & THE COMMON 
THE UNCLEAN & THE CLEAN 

LESSONS FROM LEVITICUS 

Week Five: Burnt Offerings & Crain Offerings 
(Leviticus 1-2) 

The burnt offering (Leviticus 1) was the most com
mon of the Levitical sacrifices. The priests offered 
one each morning and each evening, and burnt 
offerings were also frequently offered by individu
als from the Israelite community. The name in He
brew means "ascending", because the entire sacri
fice became smoke that rose up to the heavens. 
The animal given for the burnt offering could be a 
bull, goat, sheep, dove or pigeon. The text does 
not explain how the choice was made, but i'n gen
eral it depended on the means of the worshiper. 
Only domesticated animals were sacrificed, not 
a~imals hunted for the occasion. Thus they were a 
true sacrifice, with some allowance made for what 
a person could afford. The worshiper had to kill 
his own animal, to emphasize his involvement and 
responsibility. The blood of the animal was 
'splashed on the altar, and all of the rest of it was 
burned on the altar (note: for a bird, both proce
dures were different). In some Bible versions, this 
sacrifice is thus called the "Whole Offering". 

Verse 4 tells us the purpose ·of the burnt offering -
"to make atonement for him". As we shall see 
soon, H~ere were other sacrifices prescribed for spe
cific offenses. The burnt offering therefore .is not so 
much to request atonement for a particular sin, as 
to ask for atonement for being a sinner, or for sin in 
a general sense. It asked God to overlook the fact 
that the worshiper was a sinner, and to grant him 
favor in spite of it. Burnt offerings were prescribed 

in a variety of situations in which the .need was to 
ask for atonement and divine favor. Verses 9, 13, 
and 17 tell us that the sacrifi~e "has a pleasing 
aroma" to the Lord. This should not at all be inter
preted in the literal sense that God likes the smell 
of burnin,g animals. Rather, it refers to the'Pleasure 
God gets from having his people seek him and 
honor him, by following his will, and above all 
from having his relationship with them protected 
and maintained. · 

The grain (or cereal) offering (Leviticus 2) was gen
erts ll ¥ effere6 immedilltel·; 8Rer, a As eeAAeeteEI 
with, another sacrifice. The name in Hebrew 
means "tribute" or "gift", implying that the recipient 
is greater than the sacrificer. Thus the Grain Offer
ing is an additional expression of devotion to God, 
usually on occasions when other sacrifices were 
necessary. (Note that many general points apply to 
most or all of the sacrifices, so in looking at the dif
ferent kinds we shall note only those features that 
are distinctive.) 

This offering differed from all of the others in that it 
involved not animals, but grain, in the form of 
cakes prepared ·in a certain way. The offerings 
could not contain yeast, and generally contained 
oil or incense. Only a portion of the grain sacrifice 
was consumed on the altar (the memorial portion), 
while the rest could be eaten by the priests. In fact, 
besides the burnt offering (see above), all of the ba
sic sacrifices provided some food for the .priests (an 
exception was when a priest offered a sin offering . 
for himself). In the Levitical . system, the tribe of 
Levi did not have land or some of the other eco
nomic benefits given to the other 11 tribes, so God 
enabled them to receive much of their support 
through the exercise of their priestly duties. 

- Mark W. Gamer 
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:, Family/nforma~io_'!__ 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
kleenex, jello, saltine crackers, pancake mix, 
Tea, soup, dry beans, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
Jelly, bar soap, green beans, canned fruit. 

Special Contribution Day ! 
Start planning for Northland's Special Contribu
tion Day, Sunday September 19th. Our goal is to. 
raise 3 times our normal contribution for the pur
pose of a new roof on the annex, carpeting in 
the foyer and hallway, and some other 
miscellaneous items. This will also give our 
members an opportunity catch up on their 
normal contribution. - The Elders 

Singles Retreat 
There will be a singles retreat September 10, 11 
and 12 at Fort Hill Camp. More information 
later. If interested, see Kim Bachman. 

Words Of Wisdom 
The Good Samaritan doesn't wait for the media 
to arrive before he does his thing. 

There's a difference between charity and giving 
away what you no longer want. 

What you do for self will be soon forgotten, but · 

Calendar 

· Septemb~r 
5 Area Wide Worship At Summit "99" 
12 Fall Bible Classes Begin 
15 ·50'sPlusMeeting 
16 Bible Study At Orient 
19 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
19 Special Contribution Day 
26 Worship Service At Orient 
26, Bring Your Neighbor Day 
30 Bible Study At Orient 

Mission Report 
Be sure to read the insert inside the bulletin for 
information from Yves Perriard in Russia. 

Contributions 
Last Week $6545 I Avg YTD $5177 

what you do for others will be long remembered. Russia $284 Avg YTD $242 

Services 

Sunday Bibi!! Study 
Sunday W:otihlp Servtce 
§un.~ay Ey\?Jling 
Wednesday• Evening 

-Pulpit Helps . 
Youth Mm. $435 Avg YTD $327 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 

10-:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, ;Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, 
7:00 pm Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Vision By Personal Purity 

"Blessed are the 'pure in heart; for they shall see Cod." Matt. 5:8 

Purity is not innocence, it is much more. Purity is the outcome of 
sustained spiritual sympathy with God. We have to grow in pu
rity. The life with God may be right and the inner purity remain 
unsullied, and yet every now and again the bloom on the outside 
may be sullied. God does not shield us from this possibility, be
cause in this way we realize the necessity of maintaining the vi
sion by personal purity. If the spiritual bloom of our life with God 
· getting impaired in the tiniest degree, we must leave off every

ing and get it put right. Remember that vision depends on char- . 
acter - the pure .in heart see God. 

God makes us pure by His sovereign grace, but we have some
thing to look after, this bodily life by which we come in contact 
with other people and with other points of view, it is these that 
are apt to sully. Not only must the inner sanctuary be kept right 
with God, but the outer courts as well are to be brought into per
fect accord with the purity God gives us by His grace. The spiri
tual understanding is blurred immediately the outer court is sul-

~ lied. If we are going to retain personal contact with the Lord Jesus 
e Christ, it will mean there are some things we must scorn to do or 

~ ... ii...l ~ to think, some legitimate things we must scorn to touch : 
co"' 

....., a p E A practical way of keeping personal purity unsullied in relation to 
'- ..::! other people is to say to yourself - That man, that woman, perfect 
~ in Christ Jesus,/ That friend, that relative, perfect in Christ Jesus! 
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Oswald Chamber 
From "My Utmost For His Highest" 

"Blessed are the pure in heart, for· 
they will see God." 

Matthew 5:8 



SerJ1ing God 

"THE BIBLE SAYS" 

Christians in America can no longer evangelize 
using only the Bible if they hope to reach peo
ple living in a postmodern nation, according to 
an evangelism professor at Southwestem Baptist 
Theological Sef!linary. 

"If you go to someone's house and you knock 
on their door anp you try to share with them the 
gospel and the only presentation you know is 
six Scriptures from the Bible and they say, 'I 
don't believe the Bible,' then what?" asked 
Frank Harber. 

The days of what he called "lazy evangelism," 
when Christians could present the gospel with 
the Bible and no supporting evidence, are gone, 
said Harber. "The time for apologetics ·and 
evangelism to come together is now," he said, 
noting the .early church combined the two in its 
first-century preaching of the life, death and 'res
urrection of Jesus Christ. 

"Could the average Christian today prove that 
, Jesus Christ actually lived, the historicity of 

Christ, or.that He died on a cross, or that He 
rose again from the dead?" Harber asked, assert
ing that these questions must be addressed. 

"We've made the assumption, in the past that Je
sus is true because that Bible is true. But actu
ally the Bible is true because Jesus is true," he 
said. "And when you convince somebody that 
Jesus is true, they're not going to have any trou
ble accepting the Bible. 

"I believe today tha~ as we go out into the 

modern generation we're going to have to be 
more equipped than ever before to tell people 
why Christianity is true," he added. 

Examining Romans 1, Harber said God has re
vealed himself to humanity and that Christians 
can use three principles drawn from ·the text to 
help people looking for God to find him. 

The first is for people to lodk up. 

"Romans 1 :18-20 said, 'God is dearly seen.' If 
you want to know if there's a God, simply look 
through a telescope," Harber said, adping that 
people who do not believe God created the uni
verse must come up with an alternative explana
tion. 

. One of the most popular explanations is the Big 
Bang Theory, which, according to Harber, is 
only acceptable if the bang was orchestrated by 

:A 

a big God. ' 

"If you have .a big bang without a big God, what 
do you have? An explosion," he said. L "And 
what do explosions create? They create destruc
tion." 

"The universe is a marvel of orderliness; and 
when you look out at this incredible cosmos, 
what you see is not the remnants of an explo
sion but the results of a gigantic God." 

Harber cited the 11,500-degree average tem
perature of the sun - which if it varied by just 
50 degrees would make the earth uninhabitable, 
as one of the "millions of miraculous coinci
dences" that had to take place to make life on 
earth possible. · 

Matt Sanders 

61·owth In Jesus 

THE HOLY & THE COMMON 
THE UNCLEAN & THE CLEAN 

LESSONS FROM LEVITICUS 

Week Six: Fellowship Offerings, 
Sin Offerings, & Guilt Offerings 

(Leviticus 3-7) 

reparation) offering refers to misdeeds that call for 
making amends, while tne sin offering was primarily 
made only to purify (make clean again) the sinner. 
The sin offering, the more common of the two, was 
required for certain types of sins done out of igno
rance or neglect. The guilt offering was required for 
certain more serious sins that defiled something holy, 
and it was part of a more complete discipline of the 
sinner, usually including restitution with extra for the 
holy articles involved. The sacrificial procedures 
wer.e somewhat more involved than in earlier offer-

The fellowsh-ip offering (Leviticus 3) has differing ings. For t~e sin offering, the animal to be offered 
names in different Bible versions. The term in He- was determined by the offender's standing in the 
brew is the root for "shalom", usually translated communi.~. .The more prominent the sinner, the 
"peace":-So in some versions, ic iscalletl the Peace--more RUnf1cat1on__needed for...t'1e filo,_~nd thus a more 
Offering. But the root has an even broader meaning, valuable animal needed to be sacrificed. 

combining peace, fellowship, and a sense of commu
nity well-being. So it can also be called the "offering 
of well-being" . 

The fellowship offering has several important and dis
tinctive features. Alone of the five basic sacrifices, it 
generally was offered as an act of free-will, .instead of 
at an appointed occasion or in obedience to a law. It 
was also the only sacrifice partially eaten by the sacri-. 
ficer, and not by the priests alone. . After sacrificing 
part of the animal, the worshiper and priests enjoyed 
a meal together with the rest of the meat. It was thus 
primarily a celebration, not an act of tribute or suppli
cation as the others were. · It celebrated and pro
claimed the fellowship and community of God's peo
ple, and expressed gratitude for the accompanying 
blessings. In some circumstances, a fellowship offer
ing was also made when someone was released from 
avow. 

The sin offering and the guilt offering (Leviticus 4:1-
6:7), like the burnt offering, were necessitated by sin. 
Unlike the regular_burnt offering, they were made in 
response to specific sins of certain types._ The He
brew term for the sin (or purification) offering simply 
means "sin''. The word for the guilt (or trespass, or 

This first section of Leviticus concludes. (Leviticus 6:8-
7:38) with further instructions for the priests, who had 
additional responsibilities. Besides reviewing the ba
sics of sacrifice, some important new themes are 
mentioned. For example, in 6:8-13 we see one of the 
best known features of the Levitical ministry. Besides 
making a burnt offering each morning and evening, 
the priests had to make certain that the fire on the al
tar never went out. This was symbolic of perpetual 
worship to God, and the perpetual consecration of 
the people. 

I 

Another significant command (7:15-18) indicates 
when sacrificed meat may be eaten. It was not per
missible to hoard or store up the sacrificial food, and 
there were set time limits, within which it had to be 
eaten. God gave similar commands concerning the 
manna in the desert. When God provides, he ex
pects us to reciprocate with faith and trust. Hoarding 
what God has provided demonstrates a lack of faith 
in his ability to provide in the future. 

Next, we shall look at Jesus Christ's sacrifice, the 
I 

foundation of the New Covenant. 

- Mark W. Gamer 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
kleenex, jello, tea, soup, dry beans, bar soap. 

Special Contribution Day ! 

15 
' 15 
16 
17-19 
19 
19 
26 

Start planning for Northland's Special Contribu
tion Day, Sunday September 19th. Our goal is to 
raise 3 times our normal contribution for the pur-
pose of a new roof on the annex, carpeting in 26 
the foyer and hallway, and some other 30 

Calendar 

September 
50's Plus Meeting 
"S.Y.A.T.P" Day, 7:00 a.m. 
Bible Study At Orient 
Singles Retreat 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Special Contribution Day 
Worship Service At Orient 
Bring Your Neighbor Day 
Bible Study At Orient 

miscellaneous items. This will also give our . • 
members an opportunity catch up on their Marriage Retreat 
normal contribution.. - The Elders Please see Brian Arnold or Lynn Champney 

Bridal Shower 
There will be an upcoming bridal shower for 
Ann Leslie. See Dawn Steele for date and time or 
call her at 901-2728 for more information. Ann -
is registered at Kohls and Target. 

Parents of Teens 
Please turn in an/sports or activity schedules for 
your son or daughter to one of the teen leaders. 

Singles's Retreat 
The. Singles Retreat has been rescheduled for 
September 17th-19th. The cost is $20.00, see 

about payment for the Marriage Retreat at 
Atwood Lake Resort if yo~ signed up. They 
would like all money to be in by Sunday 
October 3rd. The retreat is October 15-17th. 

~, 
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Contributions 
Kim Bachman for further information. I Last Week $5072 I Avg YTD $5174 

Services 

S.unday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
~ug_d!!J ~vening 
Wednesday Evening 

Russia $190 I A\lg'YTD $240 

Youth Min. $530 AvgYTD $333 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Erarik Chappell, Roy Estep. Gene PrinceJ Ray "fborne 
9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt; Joe Baroziini, John Bradley, 

l 0:30 am Steve Ca.rVer, L-ynn Champney, DarrelJ Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gille~ie; Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Maik Morris, 
7:00 pm Charlie Yates · 

Eva11gelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Vision By Personal Character 

11Come up hither, and I will shew thee t.hings." Rev. 4:1 

An elevated mood can only come out of an elevated habit of 
personal character. If in the externals of your life you live up to the 
highest you know, God will co~tinually say - "Friend, go up higher." 
The golden rule in temptation is - Go higher. When you get higher up, 
you face other temptations and characteristics. Satan uses the strategy of 
ele.vation in temptation, and God does the same, but the effect is differ
ent. When the devil puts you into' an elevated place, he makes you 
screw your idea of holiness beyond what flesh and blood could ever 

ear, it is a spiritual acrobatic performance, you are just poised and dare 
t move; but when God elevates you by His grace into the heavenly 

places, instead .of finding a pinnacle to cling to, you find a great table
land where it is -easy to move. 

Compare this week in your spiritual history with the same week 
last year and see how God has called you up higher. We have all been 
brought to see from a higher standpoint. Never let God give you one 
point of truth which you do not instantly live up to. Always work it out, 
keep in the light of it. 

._ Growth 'in grace is measured not by the fact that you have not 
,! gone back, but that you have an insight into where you are spirit\Jally; 
E you have heard God say, "Come up higher," not to you personally, but 
~ to the insight of your character. 

co"' 
G> "Shall I hide form Abraham that thing which I do?" God has to 

~ 2 a, § hide from us what He does until by personal character we get to the 
;g place where He can reveal it. 

~ 
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Oswald Chambers, from "My Utmost For His Highest" 
,, 

After this I looked, and thete before me was a door st~nding 
open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard spea~ing 'tO 
me like a trumpet sairJ,, "Come 'IP here, 4nd I will show y.ou 

what must t{:lke place after this." 
Revelation 4: 1 
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THE BIBLE SAYS 
(Part Two) 

The second principle for people searching for 
God is to look around, Harber said. "Look 
around at the world of nature. Look at the 
eleven million species on this planet. Look at a 
microscope and see a microscopic world that 
boggles the human mind." 

"God is not hiding. He is clearly seen. Can't 
you see Him in creation? Nature is preaching 
thousands of sermons every day. Can't you see, 
when you are aware of the sonar of a porpoise, 
the radar of a bat, the wings of a bird - (that) na
ture is preaching about the clearly-seen God?" · 

Naturalistic evolution, or evolution from species 
to species, is the leading popular alternative to 
supernatural creation, but Harber noted it's a 
theory many scientists are moving away from. 
Citing the book Darwin's Black Box written by 
biochemist Michael Behe, Harber said the 
author demonstrated that Charles Darwin's the
ory of evolution is impossible. 

"Darwin assumed that everything that is com
plex evolved·from the basic building qlock of 
the cell," Harber said, adding Darwin underesti
mated the complexity of the cell, or the "black 
box" as it was known in Darwin's day. Modern 
science has shown that the cell consists of 
"irreducible complexities," Harber said. If any 
of these complexities, or cornplex structures, are 
removed, the cell cannot survive, which means 
that "a cell- could never have evolved from any
thing simpler than itself, rendering naturalistic 
evolution impossible," he said. 

Comparing DNA to computer programming 
code, only much more complex, Harber said, 
"The greater the program, the greater the pro
grammer." 

The fossil record, Harber said, is not a record of 
evolution but a record of extinction. 

"We're really not looking for a missing link; 
we're actually looking for a missing chain," he 
said. "Millions of species suddenly appeared in 
the Cambrian layer and we don't know where 
they came from." 

The final principle is for people to look inside, 
Harber said. 

' There are no true atheists, he said, because Ro
mans makes it clear that everyone knows God 
exists. Atheists, he said, are those who have 
suppressed the truth. "We really don't have to 
convince anybody that there's a God," he said. 
"Really deep down inside they know. They've 
simply suppressed the truth." 
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.In a world ofgrowing relativism, Christians need 
to act on the fact that people want more truth, 
not less truth, Harber said. 

"Are we really answering the questions that 
secular people ask today? If you learn the right 
answers, I believe you will see the right re
sponse." 

Matt Sanders 

"The heaven$ declare the glory 
of God; the skies proclaim the 

work of his hanas." 
Psalms 19:1 

Growth In Jes11s 

THE HOLY & THE COMMON 
THE UNCLEAN & THE CLEAN 

LESSONS FROM LEVITICUS 

Week Seven: Jesus Fulfills the Levitical Sacrifices 
(based on Leviticus 1-7) 

Eac~ Levitical sacrifice met a particular need in the 
Israelites' relationship with God. Jesus fulfilled all 
of these needs completely and permanently, and 
his sacrificial ministry thus replaced the Levitical 
ministry. This is one of the historical demonstra
tions of the truth of Christianity. Before Christ, the 
sacrificial ministry was the heart of Judaism, provid
ing the atonement that God's people needed as 
they awaited the Messiah. Not long after Jesus per
formed his once-for-all sacrifice, the Romans in
vaded Jerusalem and destroyed it, including the 
temple (in AD 70). After that, the Levitical ministry 
was permanently discontinued. The most loyal and 
f,aithful of the Jewish people through the centuries 
have continued to hold to the special days, the die
tary laws, and many others, but the sacrificial sys
tem has never been revived. God willed this, so 
that there would be no mistaking that the Messianic 
sacrifice had truly been offered, and that no further 
Levitical sacrifice was needed. We shall now note 
just some of the ways that Jesus' onc~for-all sacri
fice of himself fulfills and replaces the Levitical min
istry. 

The burnt offering prqvided atonement for sinful
ness, in a general sense. Burnt offerings, also kept 
the perpetual fire burning on the altar of sacrifice. 
The parallels with Jesus are obvious and significant. 
Jesus was the perfect sacrifice for sin, bringing for
giveness for all of our sins. His sacrifice is not lim
ited to pre-Christian sins, or to those sins that we 
specifically list or co~fess. And it was once-for-all, a 

sacrifice with perpetual power, kept alive in the 
hearts of Christians, as Paul said, "We always carry 
around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the 
life ·of Jesus may also be revealed ·in our body." (2 
Corinthians 4: 10) 

I 

The grain (cereal) offering was made with other sac-
rifices, as an extra act of devotion and tribute to 
God. Likewise, Jesus' ministry contained many 
"extras" beyond the cross. He poured out his life . 
serving, teaching, and loving. His most vital sacri
fice was on the cross, but he lived a life of continual 
sacrifice and ministry. Next, the fellowship. (peace) 
offering was unique in proviqing food not only for 
the priests, but also for the sacrificer, who shared a 
fellowship meal with the priests after the sacrifice 
was made. The obvious parallel is the Lord's Sup
per service. Each week, we symbolically consume 
the body and blood of the sacrificial lamb, in what 
is essentially a fellowship meal, celebrating the fel
lowship of believers. 

Finally, sin and guilt offerings were made for certain 
sins requiring atonement and purification beyond 
that provided by the basic burnt offerings. Even 
Christians can commit sins that are particularly · 
damaging to our relationship with God. Jesus pro
vides forgiveness for these, as he does for our sins 
in a general sense. And just as the guilt offering 
was part of a larger process of discipline and restitu
tion, other actions may be needed to make a situa
tion right. 

. These are merely some basic observations. He
brews contains many comparisons between Jesus' 
sacrificial ministry and the Levitical sacrifices, and is 
a good source for further study. Much of Hebrews 
is based on the premise that anyone who truly un
derstands the Levitical ministry gains a greater ap-
preciation for1Jesus. · 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family lnfor111ation 

Food Pantry Needs 
. The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 

kleenex, jello, tea, soup, dry beans, bar soap, 
paper towels, kleenex. 

Special Contribution Day ! 
Today is Northland's Special Contribution Day, 

I 

our goal is to raise 3 times our normal contribu-
tion for the purpose of a new roof on the annex, 
carpeting in. the foyer and hallway, and some 
other miscellaneous items. This will also give our 
members an opportunity catch up on their 
normal contribution: - The Elders 

Parents of Teens 
Please turn in any sports or activity schedules for 
your son or daughter to one of the teen leaders. 
This Sunday evening, the teens will go to a dif
ferent park, Blendon Woods, for a cookout and a 
special lesson on the cross. Parents, please pick 
up teens at the building by about 8:30 p.m. 
Teens, please bring $3 for food. 

Bridal Shower· 
There will be a bridal shower for Ann Leslie on 
Sept. 26 at 7 p.m. Ann is registered at Kohls and 
Target. See Dawn Steele for more information. 

Wedding 
Mr. And Mrs. Samuel Leslie request the honor of 
your presence at the wedding of their daughter 
Ann Marie to Douglas M. Short, on October 
9, 1999 at· 3:30 p.m. at the Worthington Christian 
Church. Reception to follow. If you plan on at
tending, please sign up on the bulletin board. 

Cale11dar 

September 
19 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
19 Special Contribution Day 
26 Worship Service At Orient 
26 Ann Leslie Bridal Shdwer 7:00 p.m. 
30 Bible Study At Orient 

Prayer Request 
Please pray for healing for Emily Gale, she has 
damage on her left eye retina .. 

Bring Your Neighbor Day 
Bring your neighbor day has been changed to 
Sunday October 3rd. Please Plan on attending 
and bringing your neighbor. A list of food items 
needed will be available soon. 

Directory Update 
If you are a member, please check the bulletin 
board by the office and make any necessary 
changes to your family information. Don't for
g~t your E-mail address. 

Contributions 
Last Week $4983 I Avg YTD $5169 

Russia $295 I Avg YTD $242 

Youth Min. $280' I Avg YTD $331 

Senii'Ces Elders: Wilbur Atle,n, Frank Ch~ppetl,)loy.!;Esfop, Gene Pi:ince, ~y Thorne 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 arn Deacons: Brian.Arnold, Tom Barnhardt. foe Batozzini, Jdhn Bradley 
l0:30 ~ Steve•Carver, Lynn Chan:ymey, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don <i3iJlesFie, l.ou 
5:-30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, JackMauersberg, Bery1 MtiMasters, Mark M~rris, 
7:00 pm Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 

c 
z 
<C 
..J 

:c 
.... 
0:: 

o · 

"Sweet Revenge" 

Junior had just received his brand new driver's license. To cele
brate, the whole family trooped out to the driveway an.d climbed 
into the car for his inaugural drive. Dad immediately headed to 
the back seat, directly be.hind the newly minted driver. 

"I'll bet you're back there to get a change of scenery after all those 
months of sitting in the front passenger seat teaching me how to 
drive," said the beaming boy to his ol' man. · 

"Nope," came dad's reply, "I'm gonna sit here and kick the back 
f your seat as your drive, just like you've been doing to me for 

sixteen years!" 
.... 

' 
We relish the opportunity to "get back" at someone who has done 
us wrong. As Christians, we are aware, however, that such an at
titude is wrong. We are familiar with the passage in Romans 12 
where we are told "Do not avenge yourselves." Perhaps you may 
have always believed that to be one of the "new commands" in 
the .New Testament. But, vengeance has never been pleasing to 
the Lord. Listen to the words from Solomon: 

"Do not rejoice when your enemy falls, and do not let your heart 
be glad when he stumbles ... Do not say, 'I w ill do to him just as 

co" · he has done to me; I will render to the man according to his · 
~ work."' (Proverbs 24:17,29). 
~ 
~ Though we often say that "revenge is sweet," the truth is that it _ 

ends up leaving a bitter taste in the mouth. May Cod give us the 
strength to resist the temptation to pay back all those who have 

0) 

~ wronged us. .... 
O)" .... 
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Alan Srnith 
Boone, NC 
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A WOMAN'S PERSPECTIVE 

... Though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for thou are 
with me ... Psalms 23. 

A few weeks ago we received a letter from an 88 
year old Christian friend in Sea~cy. At the end of 
her letter she stated, "Well, as the saying goes, 
'Life goes on'. We are all going down the valley 
one by one. But isn't it wonderful we know 
where we are going? Most of us do not fear 
death, we just fear dying. I think we'll soon 
haye more friends on the other side than on this 
one ... " 

As she said, "fearing the dying" is probably in all 
of us. We are human hence have the fear. Even 
Jesus dreaded the dying and ask God, if possible, 
that hour might pass by him. Luke 22:42. 

Jesus assumed a human form so He could die 
and save those who follow Him, from dying. 
That this was difficult to him is shown by his cry
ing out "My God, My God, why have you for
saken me?" God's reaction was the splitting of 
the ground from the hill, through the city into the 
temple and tearing the curtain from top to bot
tom. In this action Jesus destroyed "him who 
holds the power of death - that is, the devil" ... 
and that he might make atonement for the sins of 
the people. "But thanks be to God: He gives us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." I Cor
inthians 15:56 

... "This grace was given to us, in Christ before 
the beginning of time, but it has now been re
vealed through the appearing of our Savior, 
Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has 

brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel." II Timothy 9: 10. So we know that we 
need to go to the gospel to find the means to ob
tain life and immortality. And the gospel is avail
able to millions of people, world wide. 

There are several places in the gospel which 
command us to be baptized. Matthew 28:8-20; 
Mark 16:13-18; Acts 2:38, and a number of 
scriptures that tell us the results of baptism. Ro
mans 6:3 tells us " ... don't you know that all of us 
who were baptized into Christ were baptized 
into his death? We were therefore buried with 
him through baptism into ·death in order that, 
just as Clirist was raised from the dead, through 
the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 
life." Colossians 2: 12; Romans 6:8-1 O; Hebrews 
2: 14. Read Colossians 1 :3-23; noting that in 
verses 18, 22 and verse 23, "if you continue in 
your faith, established and firm, not moved from 
the hope held out in the gospel," we wi 11 be rec
onciled to God by Christ. 

Our baptism is just the first step, we must be 
faithful. Of course, we all make mistakes but we 
have assurance and forgiveness if we recognize 
and repent of these mistakes. 

·Jesus said he would never desert us, nor forsake 
us, Hebrews 13:5, so we need not fear dying -
he will be with us through it. As the Psalmist 
said " .. . I will fear no evil for though art with 

2 

me ... " and he was speaking of dying when he 
said it. 

Jesus didn't have anyone to go through dying 
with him - we do, so we shouldn't fear it. 

-Ruth Dunkin 

Uack Dunkin shared this article with us. It was 
written by his mother, shortly after Jack's father 
passed away earlier this year.) 

6rowth In Jes11s 

THE HOLY & THE COMMON 
THE UNCLEAN & THE CLEAN 

LESSONS FROM LEVITICUS 

Week Eight 
The Levitical Priesthood (Leviticus 8-9) 

We now begin the second portion of Leviticus, de
scribing the Levitical priesthood, which began with 
Aaron and his sons. The somewhat involved rituals 
in chapter 8, to consecrate the priests, are designed 
around the concepts of cleanness and holiness: 
Aaron and his sons must first be made clean, and 
then can be made holy (consecrated). The rituals are 
especially complex in -readying the high priest, 
Aaron, for ministry. 

Even if Aaron had not made the golden calf, or made 
the other specific mistakes in his past, he would still 
have been unclean, and in need of atonement, as 
would any other human whom God may have cho
sen. So the first step of the ceremony was to wash 
Aaron and his sons with water, to cleanse them (Lev. 
8:1-6). Once made clean, they could wear the gar
ments of the priesthood (8:7-9). The high priest's 
main garment was the ephod, a two-piece blue robe, 
fastened to a breastplate with gold chains. The 
breastplate contained two devices (probably stones) 
called the Urim and Thummim, used for making de
cisions. Aaron's sons were given garments less or
nate than Aaron's (see verse 13). These garments are 
described more fully in Exodus. 

Next, Moses consecrated with sacred oil the taberna
cle and everything in it, and then consecrated Aaron, 
to set him apart for the priesthood. But the ceremony 
does not end there. The "next step illustrates two im
portant concepts: first, the incompatibility of God and 
sin, that is, of the holy and the unclean; second, the 

inability of the Levitical sacrifices to bring permanent 
forgiveness. Though Aaron and his sons have com
mitted no noticeable sims since being anointed and 
sanctified, they are still sinners, in perpetual need of 
atonement. They were consecrated once for all in 
terms of their purpose, but were in constant need of 
cleansing and sanctification as persons. Not only 
that, but these fallible persons are now allowed in the 
holy tabernacle. Immediate sacrifices are therefore 
necessary. 

Thus Moses, acting once more in his temporary role 
as priest, offers first a purification (sin) offering (v. 14-
17), then a standard burnt offering (8: 18-21 ), and fi
nally a special fellowship offering called the 
"ordination offering" (v. 22-29). Then the priests were 
once again consecrated, this time with not only the 
anointing oil, but with blood (v. 30). Moses then 
gives some final instructions to the priests to complete 
their ordination (v. 31-36). In particular, they must 
properly consume and dispose of the sacrifices. 

The priests may now offer sacrifices. The basic prin
ciple of their ministry is that the priests must sacrifice 
first for themselves, and then for the people (9:1-7). 
For himself, Aaron offers a sin offering and a burnt 
offering (v. 8-14). Moses had offered the same sacri
fices on Aaron's behalf in the ordination ceremony, 
but cleansing through animal sacrifice is only tempo
rary. The sin offering purifies the altar from Aaron' 
sinfulness, and the burnt offering continues his own 
state of atonement. Then Aaron makes four offerings 
for the people (v. 15-21). The frequency of the sacri
fices emphasizes that they are not necessarily for 
known sins, but for the general sinfulness of humans. 
The chapter concludes with a reminder of the center 
of the whole system of worship: God's presence. The 
glory of the Lord appears, and fire comes from his 
presence to consume the sacrifices. The people re
spond with joy and adoration, as God's people al
ways will when they worship him appropriately. 

- Mark W. Carner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
kleenex, jello, tea, soup, dry beans, bar soap, 
paper towels, kleenex. 

Bring Your Neighbor Day 
Bring your neighbor day has been changed to 
Sunday Ocfober 3rd; Please Plan on attending 
and bringing your neighbor. A list of food items 
needed will be available soon. 

26 
26 
30 

3 
6 
14 
15-17 

Bridal Shower 17 

There will be a bridal shower for Ann Leslie this 20 
evening at 7 p.m. in the annex. Ann is registered 28 
at Kohls and Target. See Dawn Steele or call her 31 
at 901-2728 for more information. 

Flood Relief 
The Alkire Road Church of Christ will be collect-

Calendar 

September 
Worship Service At Orient 
Bring Your Neighbor Day 
Bible Study At Orient 

October 
Bring Your Neighbor Day 
50's Plus Meeting 
Bible Study At Orient 
Marriage Retreat At Atwood Lake Resort 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Bible Study At Orient 

1 Prayer Meeting 

ing items to send to the Williamston, NC area.· 
Donations can be dropped of at Alkire Road 
starting tomorrow from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. The first 
truck will leave on Tuesday morning. The fol
lowing is a list of the items that are needed: 
canned food, baby food, diapers, personal hy
giene items, pillows, blankets, sheets and bottled 
water. 

Mariage Retreat 
Please'see Brian Arnold or Lynn Champney 
ab.out payment for the Marriage Retreat at 
Atwood Lake Resort if you signed up. They 
would like all money to be in by next Sunday. 

-lhank You 

Directory Update 
If you are a member, please check the bulletin • • 
board by the office and make any necessary Contnbut10ns 

' changes to your family jnformation. Don't forget . last Week $14058 Avg YTD $5397 
. . I 

. 

your E-mail address. R . $ A YTD $ uss1a 341 vg 244 

Senices 
Sunday Bible Study 
Si.md,ay Worship Service 
Sun.day Ev~lling 
Wedn~day Evenin$ 

9:30 run 
10:30 am 
5:30,pm 
7:60 pm 

Youth Min. $290 AvgYTD $330 

Elder'l': Wilbur AJ1en, Erank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome· 
Deaco11s: :Brian Arnold, Tom BarTihardt, Joe BarozZini, John Bradley, 
Steve Carver, Ly.nn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Ja.c~ Mauersberg., BC;JryJ M'cfyfasters, Mar.k Morri~ •. 
Charlie Yates 
Eyangelis.ts: Mike:flipes, Tom Barnhardt 

, 
Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A Flame Or An Ember? · 
But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 
Remember therefore from where you have fallen, and repent and do 
the deeds you did at first; or else I qm coming to you, and will re
move your lampstand out of its place-unless you repent." 
Revelation 2:4-5 

Fyodor Dostoevsky was 25 when his novel, Poor Folk, captu.red the 
hearts of Russia. His fame went to his head, though. He drank heav
ily and partied wildly. He criticized the Czarist regime. Because of 
his criticism, he was arrested and sentenced to death by firing squad. 

I . 

ne December morning, he was led to the wall of the prison court-
ard and blindfolded. He fully expected to die.· But ir:istead of the 

crack of a rifle, he heard footsteps hurrying into the prison yard and 
then the announcement was made that the Czar had commuted his 
sentence to ten years of hard labor. 

In prison, Dostoevsky Ws allowed only a New Testament to read. 
There he discovered Christ, and his heart was changed. Yet when he 
was re.leased from prison, his church attendance was sporadic, and 
he never grew as a Christian. His vices took over his life and he died 
penniless and wasted. He left prison with ~is flame lit for Christ but 
died with nothing more than smoldering embers. 

Dostoevsky is not unique. Many people get lost on the journey from 
Christian birth to heaven. We lose that first love for Christ. While 
not everyone falls to Dostoevsky's depths, many allow their flame to 
flicker. 

If your flame is flickering, there is a reason. Not enough oxygen, too 
much moisture, not enough combustible 'material. Christ told the 
Ephesians their flame went out because they had forsaken their first 
love. It was their fault. They had abandoned it. 

ell 
~ Putting Christ first is a chbice, a deliberate step, an act of will. Have 
,8 you extinguished your flame for Christ? Or is it strong and.bright? 
~ · The Verse A Week Club -~ 
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BLIND WATCHMAKER 
IS REALLY BLIND GUNMAN 

Richard Dawkins, a current "big name" in 
evolution circles, posits a "blind watch
maker" as a godless cosmos of chance in 
which the appearance of design in life oc
curred quite by accident, through the slow 
accumulation of positive mutations in 
genes. 

But Dawkins has no real-life examples to 
substantiate his theory, and in fact the truth 
is just the opposite: instead of a "blind 
watchmaker" creating evolutionary ad
vances, what actually happens is analogous 
to a "blind gunman," a destroyer who 
shoots his deadly "bullets" randomly into 

·beautifully-designed models of living mo
lecular machinery. Instead of life getting 
progressively better with the passage of gen-
erations, I ife grows worse. · 

Dawkins, who denies· the existence of God 
as Creator, borrowed the concept of a 
"watchmaker" from an older (1805) God
honoring book by William Paley. Paley 
said that life is a very complex invention, 
and where there is a complex invention, 
like a watch, there must be a watchmaker. 
Dawkins substitutes chance for intelligence, 
and insists that evolution is a blind creative 
force which works through mutations. 

What is the more scientifically sound view? 

What are mutations, anyway? 

Mutations are permanent random changes 
in cellular DNA. They change the sequence 
of the DNA bases. The bases are like letters 
in a chemical language. Their exact se
quence specifies the amino acid sequence 
in proteins. The structure and function of 
biological proteins, in turn, is determined 
by their amino acid sequence. 

Mutations have been classified as deletions 
(loss of DNA bases), insertions (gain of DNA 
bases), and missense or nonsense mutations 
(substitution of a DNA base). If the muta
tions affect germ eel Is (female ova and male 
sper'matozoa), they will be passed to all the 
cells of the offspring and ·affect future gen
erations. Such mutations are the cause of 
most inherited diseases. 
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Mutations also occur in other populations of 
body cells and will accumulate throughout 
a lifetime, without being passed to the off
spring. These .are called "somatic muta
tions," and are important in the genesis of 
cancers and other degenerative disease pro
cesses. 

.Next we'll consider some examples of how 
mutations work their biochemicaJ havoc. 

David A. Demick, M.D. 
· (Hastings, Nebraska), 

Growth In Jesus 

THE HOLY & THE'COMMON 
THE UNCLEAN & THE CLEAN 

LESSONS FROM LEVITICUS 

Week Nine: Responsibilities of the Priesthood 
(Leviticus 1 O) · 

Leviticus 9 ends with the offering of the first Levitical 
sacrifices. The "glory of the Lord" appears, fire comes 
out from the Lord and consumes the offerings on the 
altar, and the Israelites fall down in heartfelt rever
ence, a picture of agreeable and fulfilling worship. It 
would be pleasant, but misleading, for the Holy Spirit 
to leave us only with an illustration of that side of the 
priesthood. Almost irrimediately afterwards, a reck
less and ignorant action by two of the new priests 
prompts God to demonstrate another important side 
to the Levitical system. 

Aaron's two oldest sons, Nadab & Abihu, take it upon 
themselves to make an "unauthorized" offering to 

, God (10: 1 ). The details of exactly what was unac
ceptable are not given, but there is no reason for idle 
speculation_ .. It is enough to recall that God was dE?
tailed in the directions he gave for sacrifice, leaving 
no room for innovation. Further, the elaborate ordi
nation ceremonies stressed the serious nature of the 
priests' calling, emphasizing that it was not to be 
taken lightly. The folly of Nadab and Abihu was fail
ing to appreciate the importance of their responsibili
ties. Perhaps they were overly curious, or perhaps 
they were merely "having a good time" with the 
priesthood. For whatever reason, they acted in a 
wholly inappropriate way. 

Punishment is immediate and drastic. Fire comes· out 
from the Lord again, but this time it consumes the 
priests instead of the sacrifices (10:2). This fire is not' 
an exciting affirmation of God's acceptance, but 

rather a somber illustration of God's holiness. Moses' 
response (10:3), while seeming at first to be cold
hearted, is true and appropriate. When he says, 
"Among those'who approach me, I will show myself 
holy; in the sight of all the people, I will be honored", 
he is describing exactly what happened. No one can 
approach God's holiness with anything other than the 
utmost honor and respect. Nadab and Abihu had 
been consecrated to minister in God's tabernacle, but 
they appreciated neither the honor nor the responsi
bility of being holy. When they approached God's 
altar with an improper attitude and an unacceptable 
sacrifice, there was· no other option for God but to cut 
them off from him and from his people. 

Moses gives further instructions to Aaron and his sur
viving · sons as to how they are to handle this ioss 
(10:4;7), allowing only the most humble of burial pro
cedures, and forbidding the priests to observe the · 
usual mourning procedures for their dead. They had. 
been irrevocably consecrated to God's ·servke, and 
were not to profane themselves by such actions as 
tearing their clothes or making their hair unkempt 
(the usual Jewish expressions of mourning). Nonethe
less, God and Moses show that there can be some 
allowance for Aaron's grief (10: 12-15). Aaron had 
not eaten the sin offering goat as he was supposed to. 
He has no explanation other than his grief, which 
Moses accepts. Aaron had done nothing inherently 
inappropriate with it, but in his grief had solemnly 
burned his portion as an extra offering, instead of tak
ing some for himself. 

It is with this backdrop that Moses gives his thematic 
charge to the priests (10:8-11 ). They are to be sober
minded always, and their mission is: "You must learn 
to distinguish between the holy and the common, the 
unclean and the clean." They are also to instruct the 
Israelites in these matters. The importance of these 
responsibilities ·was amplified by what had just hap
pened. · 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information Calendar 

Join Us For Dinner I October 

After worship, please be our guest for a meal in 
our fellowship hall followed by a concert by the 
Northland Praise Team. 

Flood Relief 
The Alkire Road Church of Christ will be collect
ing items to send to the Williamston, NC area. 
Donations can be left in the foyer and will be 
taken to Alkire Road. The following is a list of 
the items that are needed: canned food, baby 
food, diapers, personal hygiene items, pillows, 
blankets, sheets and bottled water. 

Teens 
This Sunday, October 3, the teens and their 
neighbors are invited to Sharon Woods Park for 
games and snacks. We will leave from the build
ing at 2:30 p.m. and parents should still pick up 
at the park by 7 p.m. Teens, please bring $2 for 
snacks. 

3 Bring Your Neighbor Day 
6 50's Plus Meeting 
15-17 Marriage Retreat At Atwood Lake Resort 
17 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 50's Plus Meeting 
31 Prayer Meeting 

Mariage Retreat 
Please see Brian Arnold or Lynn Champney 
about payment for the Marriage Retreat at 
Atwood Lake Resort if you signed up. They 
would like all money to be in Today. 

-Thank You 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
kleenex, jello, tea, soup, dry beans, bar soap. 

Contributions 
Last Week $6342 I Avg YTD $5421 

Russia $240 I Avg YTD $244 

Youth Min. $720 I Avg YTD $340 

Services Elders: Wiibur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, J6hn Bradley, 
10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:3Q pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, 
7:00 pm Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Ser11ing 6od 

WHY I FOLLOW JESUS 

"Always be prepared to give account for the 
hope that you have" 

Jesus is the best person I could ever hope to 
follow, for so many reasons that it's hard to 
begin. Okay, maybe it isn't so hard after all ... 

One thing about Jesus that makes me want to 
follow him is his incredible wisdom. I can 
feebly try tq guess my way through life, but he 
knows every detail of what's best for me. If I 
go to him humbly in prayer, he will always 
show me the right way to go. "Your will be 
done" has come up more in my prayers lately 
than ever before. Even when Jesus struggled 
in the garden of Gethsemane, he put his fa.,. 
ther's will above his wants and desires, know- . 
ing his father's will was perfect and right. We 
need to humble ourselves before the Lord, fol
lowing him and trusting in his wisdom. 

Another reason staying with Jesus makes so 
much sense tb me is the fulfillment it brings . . 
"Lord, to whom shal I we go?" Peter asked, 
"You have the words of eternal life. We be-, . 
lieve and know that you are the Holy One of 
God" Oohn 6:68-69). Jes.us offers us hope and 
a future. The world is full only of lies and 
e1T1pty promises. Just look around at the 
world: selfish, lazy, greedy, and epicurean. 
"Live for today, and get what you can qut of 
I ife, no matter what the consequences may 
be." That's the message we're being· sent. 
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Following Jesus has given me the chance to 
serve people, forgive others, do good works, 
live simply, and expect a future in heaven! I 
have seen . so much emptiness 'on the fa~es 
around me on the job, on the road, in the 
stores. It just convicts me so much of the dire 
need for us who profess the name of Jesus 
Christ to take up our crosses and share this 
news. We are the only ones who will do it! 
God has left it in our hands. 

One final reason that I strive to follow Jesus is 
simply that he loves me. Let me say that 
again - he loves me! I see his cross, his ago
nizing, his humiliation ... it's al.I his way of 
saying, "You're worth it! there's nothing I 
wouldn't do for you, my sweet sister. See? I 
want us to be together forever!" How can you 
disregard a love like that? Why Jesus would 
consider me,worth dying for is a true mystery 
to me. All I know is that he did, and because 
of it, all I need to do is love him in return. I 
want to show him in any way I can that I love 
him back. This to me means talking with him, 
doing the things he'd want IT!e to do ... the 
things you'd do for anyone you loved. "As 
my father loved me, so have I loved you. 
Now remain in my love." Uohn 15:9) 

These are just a few of the many reasons I fol
low Jesus. I truly hope that you'll think about 
this question yourself, and, as I quoted in the 
beginning, always be prepared to give ac
count for the hope that you have. 

- Linda Chivington 

6rotvlh In Jesus 

WELCOME.TO THE NORTHLAND 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

We are glad that you came to worship God with 
us today! On the first two pages of our bulletin, 
two of our members have shared with you some 
of the things that Jesus means to them. We'd also 
like for you to know a little more about us. We 
call ourselves the Northland Church of Christ 
because we are a church that is of Christ in 
every respect. We belong to Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and our Savior. Jesus is our Lord because 
he came from heaven with al I authority to teach, 
encourage and command. He is also our Savior, 
because he offered his own body as a sacrifice 
for our sins, to give us the hope of heaven. Our 
faith is not based only on commands and teach
ings, nor is it based solely ·on emotions and feel
ings. We believe that a healthy relationship with 
G~d the Father involves believing in Jesus as 
both Lord and Savior, and then acting on those 
beliefs. 

Here are a few of the many ways that we put 
these basic principles into practice: 

(i) We accept the Scriptures, · the Bible, as the in
spired Word of God. (2 Timothy 3:15 .. 16) The 
Bible is not a book written by human will , but 
rather is a direct, personal communication from · 
God. So it is important that every believer study 
the Scriptures to get to know God and his will. 
We encourage each member to study the Bible 
at home, as well as following along with the 
Scriptures as they are read and taught in our as
semblies. 

(ii) We seek to worship God and Jesus in spirit 
and in truth. Oohn 4:23-24) T.he simple patterns 
of worship in the New Testament are vital and 
dynamic ways of building our relationship with 
God through Jesus. Our Bible lessons, singing, . . 

and prayer together are important, and each of 
us strives to participate from the heart. We also 
practice the simple rites of the New Testament 
church, such as the Lord's Supper and baptism, 
exactly as they are presented in the Bible. We 
do not view these as empty rituals, but as actions 
to which Jesus gave powerful significance. 

(iii) We make every effort to help each other to 
live lives worthy of the gospel of Jesus. 
(Colossians .· 1 :10) Jesus told us not only to be
lieve the right things, but to practice what we 
preach. Thus we are involved in one another's 
lives so that we may, as Paul says in Colossians 
1 :28, "present everyone mature (i.e. complete, 
perfect) in Christ". 

(iv) We seek to present the gospel to those 
around us. (Mark 16: 1 5) The gospel of Jesus 
Christ meets humanity's ,deepest needs. Having 
experienced the joy and security found in Jesus, 
we consider it a privilege to share these with oth
ers. So in our ministry, we equip one another to 
teach Jesus to those in our families, work places 
and neighborhoods. 

We invite you to get to know us better - just let 
any of our members know if you have questions 
about our congregation. If they can't answer # 

your question, they'll find someone who can. , 
We hope you will return often. May you always 
"grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 3: 18). 

-Mark W. Gatw~r 
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Family Information Calendar 

Food Pantry Needs October 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 115-17 
kleenex, tea, soup, pancake mix, laundry soap. - 1 7 

Marriage Retreat At Atwood Lake Resort 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 

20 

Help Wanted I 31 

50's Plus Meeting 
Joint Worship At Reynoldsburg 

The Food Pantry is in need of a few people to 
train to help package and distribute food to our 
clients on Wednesday nights. See Lynn 3 

November 
50's Plus Meeting 

Champney or Jack Mauersberg if we can use 1 7 50's Plus Meeting 
your talents. Thanks 21 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 

Secret Sisters 
Secret Sisters, don't forget to leave a gift or note 
of encouragement for your Secret Sister this 
month. We will be having a Secret Sister Meet
ing in a few weeks so you can reveal who you 
are to your Secret Sister. Meeting date to be an
nounced. 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Paul 
Lennous at the death of his sister. The funeral 
was last Wednesday 

Thank You. 
The Elders wish to express their deep apprecia
tion to all those who worked so hard to make 
Bring Your Neighbor Day a great success 

The Elders 

21 ' Harvest Sunday/Thanksgiving Baskets 

Please Note 
Our goal on this page is to give you the infor
mation you need to take full advantage of the 
resources and activities at Northland. To do this 
we need your help! Please give information on 
activities to Jack Evans or Mark Garner, at least 
two weeks (if possible) before the activity is to 
occur. Do not assume that we will get the infor
mation just because the Elders or evangelists 
know about your activity. 

Contributions 
Last Week $5641 I Avg YTD $5426 

Russia $ 1 9 5 I Avg YT D $243 

Youth Min. _$211 AvgYTD $337 

Services Elders: Wilbur Allen, Fr'ank. Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30. ~ Deacons: Brian Anrold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 
10:30 am Steve Carver, ( ynn ~hampney, DarrellEstep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, BerylMcMas~rs, Mark Mon:is, 
7:00 pm Charlie Yates · 

Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 4 7 5-0161 
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The Well-Ordered Life 
"Direct my steps by your word, and let no iniquity have dominion over 
me" (Ps. 119: 133, see verses 129-136). 

King David spells out in this prayer two important factors in a well
ordered I ife: 

1. It is a life guided by God~ "Direct my steps by your Word." There 
is a Person that we must trust. When David breathed out this prayer 
he was not breathing Into a vacuum; on the contrary, he was ad
dressing a PERSON - even God Himself. Jeremiah the prophet 
learned this secret when he cried, "You are the guide of my 
youth" (3:4). To know a well-ordered life we must trust someone 
who has traveled the path of life before us. That person is Jesus (see 
John· 14:6). There is also a pathway that we must tread. "Direct my 
steps by your word." In this same psalm David reminds us that 
God's Word is "a lamp to (our) feet and a light to our path" (v.105; . 
see also Prov. 6:23). The lamp shows us where we are; the light 
shows us where we go. What a comfort to know that God h<1s a 
pathway for every Christian to tread (see Eph. 2: 10). 

2. It is a life guarded by God. "Let no iniquity have dominion over 
me." The greatest hindrance to a well-ordered life is sin. But there 
is an answer to this problem. God, in Christ by His cross and resur
rection, has provided freedom from the penalty of sin, the power of 
sin, and, one day, the very presence of sin! We can say with the 
Apostle Paul, "Sin shall not have dominion over (me) for (we) are 
not under law but under grace" (Rom. 6: 14). 

One of the paradoxes of our modern day is the striking contrast between 
the computerized age in which we live and the disorganized way in 
which we behave. We are relentlessly strict in our mathematics, but re
markably slack in our morals! God never intended us to live this way. 
There is a well-ordered life for eyeryone! 

Order my steps to walk your way, 
Jesus, my Lord, I humbly pray; 
Guard me from self and sin each day, 
So that I w i ll not go astray. 

Stephen F. Olford 



Se1·iing 6od 

BLIND WATCHMAKER 
IS REALLY BLIND GUNMAN 

(Part Two) · 

Now let's consider some examples of how mutations 
work their biochemical havoc: 

In the cardiovascular system, it is known that high 
blood cholesterol is associate with heart disease. Re
cently, a genetic defect causing hereditary high blood 
cholesterol has been discovered, and is known as 
"familial hypercholesterolemia." This disorder has 
been traced to mutation of a gene coding a cell mem
brane protein of 772 amino acids. This protein is an
chored in the membranes of all body cells, and al
lows them to capture and take in "packages" of cho
lesterol that are manufactured in the liver. At least 
350 different mutations of the gene encoding the 
cholesterol receptor protein have been described. 
These are located at different points on the gene, and 
produce varying degrees of functional impairment. 
All of their effects are harmful, however; no good ef
fects have been shown. 

For a second example, consider a common genetic 
disease. Cystic fibrosis (CF) cripples children and 
leads to early death. It produces damage mainly to 
the lungs, but also to the liver and pancreas. Its ef
fects are due to mutations affecting a key gene. This 
gene codes for a membrane protein of 1480 amino 
acids that regulate chloride transport across the cell 
membrane. It is called the CFTR (Cystic Fibrosis 
Transmembrane Conductance Regulator) gene. 

Early research on this gene showed a distinctive mu
tation, delta-F508, occurring in most cases of CF. 
This mutation is a deletion of three bases, resulting in 
loss of just one amino acid at position 508 on the 
peptide chain. In addition to this mutation, over 200 
other mutations of this gene have been described so 
far. Just a few of these are associated with the more _ 
severe forms of CF, which lead to early death from 
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lung infections. Other mutations lead. to lesser 
disease states. 

Many more examples like these could. be given. A 
recent book of medical genetics listed some 4,500 
genetic diseases, many of which in turn are caused 
by multiple mutations. Thus, the variety of described 
human mutations runs into the tens of thousands, 
with more to be discovered. It has been estimated 
that each person carries at least five to ten harmful 
gene copies, which may produce serious disease if 
paired with a similar harmful gene. This is probably 
a low estimate. Also, the human mutation burden is 
not static; it increases slightly with every g'eneration. 

With all these documented harmful mutations, what 
of positive effects? Evolutionists point to a handful of 
harmful mutations that have a lesser positive side
effect, like the sickle cell mutation of the hemoglo
bin gene; (This mutation clearly impairs the functiqn 
of the otherwise marvelously well-designed hemoglo
bin molecule.) Even cancerous cellular degeneration 
has,been viewed as a Darwinian form of mutation! 
But malignant cells can hardly be considered to be 
an improvement. They are "fitter" only in their ca
pacity for uncontrolled spread - but even this is just 
an exaggerated use of already existing cellular ma
chinery. They show no gain of information. 

The truth is that no mutation which actually improves 
the function of any genetically coded protein has 
ever been found. Thus, what we see scientifically is 
degeneration, not evolution, just as the Bible pre
dicts. 

The "blind watchmaker" is an illusion. Worse than 
that, it is 'the equivalent of an idol - an invention of 
the human imagination, to which superhuman pow
ers are falsely ascribed. Like all the works of Satan, it 
can give us nothing but death. Only the creative and 
regenerating work of Christ, as shown in His creation 
of all things, His miraculous healings, and His resur~ 
rection from the.dead, offers humanity true hope for 
the future. 

• David A. Demick, M.D.(Hastings, Nebraska) 
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Growth In Jes11s 

THE HOLY & THE COMMON 
THE UNCLEAN & THE CLEAN 

LESSONS FROM LEVITICUS · 

Week Ten: Jesus-The New Covenant High Priest 
(based on Lev. 8-10) 

We now temporarily leave the Leviticus text, to study 
the roles of high priest and priest in the New Cove
nant. Numerous references from . the book of He
brews indicate that Jesus Christ himself is our high 
priest, and several Scriptures describe Christians as a , 
priesthood. We shall first take a survey of some se
lected Hebrews references to Jesus as a high priest, to 
see how our understanding of the Levitical ministry 
can help us better to appreciate Jesus' sacrificial min
istry. Hebrews points out both similarities and differ
ences between the two priesthoods. 

Hebrews 2:14-17 and 4:14-16 establish Jesus' hu
manity as a powerful asset in his high priesthood. 
Jesus was both Son of· God and Son of Man, divine 
and human, possessing all the best characteristics of 
both. "He too shared in their h~manity" (2:14), and 
thus "we do ·not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one 
who was tempted in every way, just as we are, yet 
was without sin" (4:15). Jesus spent most of his 
earthly existence in quiet obscurity, and then, instead 
of becoming an all-conquering worldly hero, he en
dured every kind of trial and temptation during his 
short public ministry. 

Hebrews 5:1-10 discusses Jesus' role as a high priest, 
describing several important ways in which Jesus was 
similar to those priests. First, the high priest repre
sents humans before God, through offerings and sac
rifices (5:1). Jesus did this too, in a more direct way 
and with a more permanent sacrifice. Because Jesus . 

was subject to temptation, he was able to understa11d 
our struggles and to show us compassion (5:2). But 
(5:3), Jesus had no need to sacrifice for himself, be
cause he was sinless, unlike the Levitical high priests-. 
Finally, the priests were called by God. Jesus himself 
became a high priest only because God declared him 
to be one (5:4-6). ' 

Hebrews 6:20-8:4 uses the figure of Melchizedek as 
an Old Testament. shadow of Jesus, to contrast Jesus 
with the Levitical priests, and to demonstrate his su
periority over them. Little that is factual is known 
about Melchizedek, other than his meeting with 
Abraham in Genesis 14. His family, gen.ealogy, date 
of birth, and age at death are all ·unknown. Thus he is 
an appropriate shadow for Jesus, who was not' con
ceived of human parents, whose true genealogy was 
not human, and who always has lived and always 
will live. This contrasts sharply with the Levitical 
high priests, for whom family and genealogy was an 
important part of their role, and whose deaths always 
necessitated a replacement. 

There are a number of important implications to this, 
as outlined in the, rest of the passage. The most im
portant of these implications is discussed in 7: 18-28. 
Unlike the Levitical high priests, Jesus lives forever. 
Those high priests were only of use to the people for 
the short span of their lives between appointment and 
death, but Jesus, who raised from the dead, will al
ways live to minister to his people. The passage de
tails the many benefits that believers in Jesus receive' 
because of having an immortal high priest. He is able 
to save us completely, and to give us permanent for~ 
giveness and redemption, not temporary atonement 
that must soon be repeated. And he himself is perfect 
and holy, living in heaven with his Father forever. 

These and other Hebrews references emphasize· the 
. confidence tnat believers can have because of who 
their high priest is. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
kleenex, tea, soup, pancake mix, laundry soap. 

Help Wanted 
The Food Pantry is in need of a few people to 
train to help package and distribute food to .our 
clients on Wednesday nights. See Lynn 
Champney or jack Mauersberg if we can use 
your talents. Thanks 

Secret Sisters 
Secret Sisters, don't forget to leave a gift or note 
of encouragement for your Secret Sister this 
month. There will be a Secret Sister Meeting on 
Tuesday November 9th at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Church building in room E42. Food and drinks 
will be provided . If you need any further infor
mation, please contact Jennifer Cvelbar or Linda 
Chivington. 

Going On To Maturity Devotional 
For anyone interested in attending a "Going On 
To Maturity" devotional which will be held bi-
weekly, the initial meeting will be held at the 

Calendar 

October 
23 "Going On To Maturity" Devotional At 

The Bradley's 7:00 p.m. 
31 Joint Worship At Reynoldsburg 

November 
3 · 50's Plus Meeting 
5-6 Old Fashioned Country Bazaar At 

Willow Brook, 10:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
9 Secret Sister Meeting, E-42 7:00 p.m. 
17 50's Plus Meeting 
21 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
21' Harvest Sunday!Thanksgiving Baskets 

Great Ideas 
If you have a suggestion or ideas for the North
land Bulletin, please present them to Mark . 
Garner or leave a note in his box in the copier 
room. We would especially like more articles 
from the Northland members. 

Bradley's beginning Saturday, October 23rd., at 
7:00 p.m. Child care will be provided. The meet- Contributions • 
ings will last 1 hour. Any questions, please con- Last Week $4270 Avg YTD $5399 
tact Tom Barnhardt at 890-7721 or e-mail Tom at 1 

tbarnha171@aol.com. Russia $195 Avg YTD $242 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Youth Min. $200 Avg YTD $334 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, 
7:00 pm Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Showing Through 

Stan Buck tells the story about a little girl who, on the way home 
from church, turned to her mother and said, "Mommy, the 
preacher's sermon this morning confused me." 

The mother said, "Oh! Why is that?" 

The girl replied, "Well, he said that God is bigger than we are. Is 
that true?" 

"Yes, that's true," the mother replied. 

?'He also said that God lives within us. Is that true, too?" 

Again the mother replied, "Yes." 

"Well," said the girl, "if God is bigger than us and he lives in us, 
wouldn't he show through?" 

I like that little girl's way of putting it. If God lives in us, then 
~ there's no way of keeping Him from "showing through". That's 
a the essence of Christian living - living i,n such a way that people 
~ around will see God in our lives. 
~ ' 
~ . 

00.. "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 
Cl) works and glorify your Father in heaven." (Matthew 5:16) . e 
~ 
~ 
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A simple question as you start this day: Is God "showing through" 
in your life? 

Alan Smith 
(Boone, NC) 

"In the same way, let your light shine before 
men, that they may see your good deeds and 

praise your Father in heaven." 
Matthew 5:16 
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NEED SOME HELP? 

My calendar for this week looks pretty in
timidating. Appointments, projects, presen
tations, and deadlines are scattered across it. 
And experience says that some of the most 
challenging things I'll face aren't on my ap
pointment book. They wi 11 come in the 
form of unexpected crises. Your expecta
tions are probably similar. 

Since neither of us has the option of erasing 
our calendars or swapping the week's plan 
for a mountain retreat, what's the best strat
egy for the week? My plan is to approach it 
positively. I have no desire to run from re
sponsibi I ity or to trade serious effort for pro
crastination and idleness. Here's a thought 
that helps me, and perhaps it wi 11 have 
some meaning for you as well. 

A boy and his father were hiking a familiar 
path and enjoying their time together. As 
they negotiated a sharp turn in one of the 
narrower sections of thefr route, they came 
across a bjg rock that had turned loose, tum
bled down the hillside, and come ~o rest 
dead center of their trail. Either it would 
have to be moved or they were blocked and 
would have to turn around and go home. 

"Do you think I can move it?" asked the 
child. 

"If you use all the strength you have," 

replied the father, "I'm sure you can." 

So the little boy looked at the big stone, 
chose an angle of attack, and began pushing _ 
with all his might. He strained and grunted. 
Because- it was a warm day, it wasn't long 
until he broke a sweat. Summoning all the 
strength he had, he pushed and pushed. 
But the heavy rock refused to·yield. 

With frustration obvious both on his face 
and in his voice, he turned to his dad and 
said, "You were wrong. I just can't do it." 

SquC\tting beside him so he could look his 
son square in the face, the boy's father 
smiled and said, "No, son. You just haven't 
used all your strength yet. I'm right here 
-with you, and you haven't asked me to 
help!" Soon the path was clear. The two of 
them proceeded on what had appeared to 
the child to be a closed path. 

2 

Sometimes we can help each other with ob
stacles and heavy loads. Pride keeps some 
of us from asking another's aid. Then, when 
'the barrier is sti II too great, we frequently 
forget that we haven't used all our strength 
until we have asked for the help of a loving 
Father who is standing nearby. "Give all 
your worries to him, because he cares for 
you" (1 Peter 5:7, New Century Version). 

Suddenly my week ahead doesn't look 
nearly so forbidding. How about you? 

Rubel Shelly & the Woodmont Hills Church 

6rowth /11 Jesus 

THE HOLY & THE COMMOM 
THE UNCLEAN & THE CLEAN 

LESSONS FROM LEVITICUS 

Week Eleven: Christians - Priests of the New 
Covenant (based on Lev. 8-10) 

As Jesus is the high priest, Christians are the priests 
of the New Covenant. Several Scriptures identify 
Christians as a priesthood - 1 Peter 2:5 and 2:9; 
Revelation 1 :6, 5: 10, and 20:6. (See also Romans 
15: 16.) We shall now recall the basrc points from 
Leviticus 8-10, to examine how they are parallelled 
in Christianity. 

Leviticus 8 describes the ordination ceremony of 
the priests. The ceremony included cleansing, 
new garments, anointing, and consecration with 
blood. It is not difficult to see the close parallels 
with Scriptural conversion through baptism. Both 
ceremonies cleanse, using water as the symbolic 
physical agent. Both involve new garments, since 
baptized believers are immediately "clothed with 
Christ" (Galatians 3:27). Though we do not re
ceive new physical garments, our way of living, 
acting and .speaking should reveal us to the world 
as new creatiQns. Christians also receive an 
anointing, that is, of the Holy Spirit, consecrating 
us, giving us a holy identity and a holy purpose in 
life, as we are declared no longer to belong to this 
world (e.g. 2 Cor. 1 :21; 1 John 2:20, 2:27). 

Leviticus 9 shows us the first of many sacrifices of
fered by the Levitical priests. So too, we as believ
ers are also to live a life of continual sacrifice. 
Those priests offered sacrifices first for themselves, 
and then for the people. .Their own sinfulness 
needed first to be atoned for with cleansing sacri-

fices before they could be of use to the people, as 
mediators between them and God. There are ob
vious ·parallels in Christianity, since we know how 
easily uncleanness of any type can impair our use
fulness in ministering to others. 

Finally, Leviticus 10 points out the serious respon
sibilities of the priesthood, whiC:h we New priests 
must also remember. We must not offer the 
equivalent of "unauthorized fire"; that is, we must 
avoid serving God in a manner that is frivolous or 
that is dishonoring to him. And, just as the priests 
were not to mourn Nadab and Abihu when they 
were struck down, Jesus tells us to "Let the dead 
bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the 
kingdom of God" (Luke 9:60). Jesus was not, of 
course, instituting a literal prohibition of mourning, 
but rather a perspective, of not looking backwards 
with regret, but of looking ahead to further God's 
plans. -

The great charge to the priests in Leviticus 10:10, 
our theme verse, is clearly just as important for 
Christians, who must learn what it means to be 
cleansed by the blood of Christ, and then must 
learn to grasp their identity as a holy people. And 
just as the priests were not to keep their knowledge 
to themselves, but were called to instruct the Israel
ites, Christians are called to use what they have 
learned to minister to others, both believers and 
unbelievers. Christians must minister "in season 
and out of season", just as Aaron had to continue 
his ministry even after the deaths of his sons. Still, 
as Hebrews teaches, Jesus knows what i.t is like to 
suffer and struggle. So, just as Moses made some 
allowance for Aaron's grief, Jesus understands that 
there will be times when we fail to live up to the 
priestly ideal, despite our best intentions. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
Our personal needs are met for now-A special 
thanks to our members who have brought items 
we need and have listed in the bulletin. A very 
special thanks to students and parents from 
COCS who now bring needed items every week. 
These really help fill pantry shelves now. Items 

. that we can sti 11 use are: hot chocolate packets, 
kleenex, toothbrushes and toothpaste, shampoo. 

Teen Info 
Next Wednesday, October 27th, a trip is 
planned to Hellstop for teens in 8th grade and 
up. We ";Viii leave from the building about 6 p.m. 
and hopefully return around 9 p.m. Rides home 
can be arranged. Entrance fee is $5.00. Please 
tell Vicki Thomas or Karen Susenna if you plan 
to go so we will wait on you to arrive. Some 

' mentor groups wi 11 sti 11 be avai I able for those 
who choose no to go. 
Perrysburg Youth Rally is Saturday October 
30th. We will leave from the church building by 
7:00 a.m. and return around 10:00 p.m. There is 
no registration fee and lunch is provided. Please 
bring breakfast food and money for dinner. 
Please tell Lloyd Snyder or Karen Susenna if you 
plan to go. 
Belpre Youth Rally is November 12th and 13th. 
Please see Lloyd Snyder by October 31st to reg
ister and for more info. 

Calendar 
October 

31 Joint Worship At Reynoldsburg 

November 
3 50's Plus Meeting 
5-6 Old Fashioned Country Bazaar At 

Willow Brook, 10:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
9 Secret Sister Meeting, E-42 7:00 p.m . 
17 50's Plus Meeting 
21 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
21' Harvest Sunday!Thanksgiving Baskets 

Secret Sisters 
Secret Sisters, don't forget to leave a gift or note 
of encouragement for your Secret Sister this 
month. There will be a Secret Sister Meeting on 
Tuesday November 9th at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Church building in room E42. Food and drinks 
will be provided. If you need any further infor
mation, please contact Jennifer or Linda. 

Shut ins 
Please remember and pray for the following 
members (cards would be appreciated): 
Al Coate, Helen Williams, Jane Wooster. 

-
Contributions 

Last Week $4623 Avg YTD $5381 

Russia $480 Avg YTD $247 

Youth Min. $260 AvgYTD $332 

Seniices 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9.:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, 
7:00 pm Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 
I 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Religion Or Relationship 

There are many religions in the world today. They all promise a 
way to God, or to their version of God, but only Christianity offers 
people a relationship with the true and living God. 

Under the Old Testament, Israel had religion. God longed for a 
relationship with the people, but they didn't understand. Oh yes, 
there were exceptions like King David, but for the most part they 
just didn't get it. They thought all God wanted was for them to 
follow all the rules, obey all the rules, and be God's servant. And 
yes, God wanted them to obey, but He wanted more. He wanted . 

relationship with them. 

Jesus came to show us not only that god wanted a relationship, 
but to make that relationship possible. He prayed, "Now this is 
eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Je
sus Christ, whom you have sent" Uohn 17:3 N IV), but He also 
said "/am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me" Uohn 14:6). 

Do you want eternal life? Do you want a better relationship with 
your husband or wife? Do you want to raise your children to love 
and honor God, and thereby be better people? Do you want the 
joy that comes only from the throne of God? Then (through Jesus) 
come to the Father, and enjoy a special relationship with Him as 
Father to child and as child to Father. He will never forsake you, 
nor leave you lonely. He will love you, forgive you, aid you in 
this life, and in the end, take you home forever. 

' I 

Bill Drive 
(The'Aloha Spirit) 

Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth 
and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through me." 
John 14:6 
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HOW SHOULD WE ASK OF GOD? 
(Part One) 

"But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. 
For h~ that wavereth is like a wave of the 
sea driving with the wind and 
tossed" Uames 1 :6). 

There is a great difference between the 
availability of something and our personal 
appropriation of it. This appropriation will 
depend on how we ask for it. Haven't you 
experience this in your daily life? My little 
girl may come to me, asking for something. 
Sometimes I give her that for which she asks 
and at other times I refuse. A great deal de
pends on how she asks. Thus James tells us 
that it is not enough to ask God for wisdom; 
it is necessary to learn how to ask of_ Him. 

In James 1 :6 we are told to ask in faith. 
When we ask according to God's will and 
we do not receive, we should not come to 
the conclusion that god is slack in His 
promises. The fault is ours, the Word of 
God tel Is us. It is because we have not 
asked in faith. ' 

When you believe God, you believe that He 
is absolute and that He is able to do that 
which may not be within the range of your 
experience or reasoning. To ask in faith is 
to expect God to do in you life the super
natural; of which He, and only He, is capa-, 
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ble. You ask for wisdom, you ask for the in
dwelling of the Holy spirit, which will make 
you a peculiar man, a peculiar woman, in 
the sense of being "set apart" i~ this world 
of conformity. You cannot foresee what 
you will be.like, how you will be able to act 
in the midst of trials and tribulations, but 
God wants you to believe that you will be 
able to be different from what you now are 
and to act differently. 

You wi 11 be Ii ke that I ittle boy who came to 
the preacher and asked him to have the 
folks in the prayer meeting pray that the 
Lord might cause his sister to read the Bible. 
The preacher made the request known, but 
as soon as someone began to pray about it, 
little Johnny got up and left. ·Everyone 
thought him very rude, and the next day the 
preacher scolded him for it. But Johnny 
said, "Sir, I wanted to go and see my sister 
read the Bible for the first time." That is the 
kind of faith that we should have as we ask 
God to intervene in our lives. It is no use 
praying for something without expecting its 
real iza.tion after you have prayed for it. 

Spiros Zodhiates 

"But when he asks, he must 
believe and not doubt, 

because he who doubts is like 
a wave of the sea, blown, and 

tos'sed by the wind. " 
fames 1:6 

Growth In Jesus 

THE HOLY & THE COMMON 
THE UNCLEAN & THE CLEAN 

LESSONS FROM LEVITICUS 

Week Twelve 
The laws of Cleanness - Introduction 

(Lev. 11-15) 

The third major section of Leviticus, chapters 11-
16, covers cleanness and uncleanness. We shall 
first survey the general laws in chapters 11-15, to 
see how they help us to understand cleanness and 
uncleanness. Before studying the specific laws of 

1 cleanness, we need to develop a general perspec
tive on what t~ey are for, and on how to look at 
them. The best way to start is to compare some of 
them with examples of the laws of holiness later in 
the book. 

Browsing through Leviticus 11-15, we see laws on 
the types of animals that may or may not be eaten 
(clean and unclean, respectively), purification rites 
after childbirth, regulations on skin diseases and 
mildew, and directives on cleansing after various 
bodily functions. Moving then to Leviticus 17-22, 
the general laws of holiness, we see matters dis
cussed relating to blood and sacrificial animals, 
sexual relations, family relations, idolatry, qualifica
tions for the priesthood, and similar topics. 

It seems clear, at least on the surface, that the laws 
of holiness deal with more "important", and usu
ally more "spiritual" matters, and so there is a fairly 
obvious difference in emphasis between these two 
sets of laws. It also is easier for most believers to 
see the need for the types of laws in the holiness 
section. These simple observations remind us that 
cleanness is a more basic goal than holiness. On 

the other hand, it is something of a paradox that 
the seemingly more mundane cleanness laws are 
often harder to follow to the letter than the holiness 
laws. Most of the holiness laws are easily obeyed 
by anyone who is making a serious effort to live a 
godly life. But the deanness laws touch on matters 
that are so routine, so common in our lives, that it 
actually takes more effort consciously to deal with 
them according to the laws. 

This illustrates a the difference in purpose between 
these two sets of laws. The general concept of .ho-
1 i ness is that we belong to God, have a special pur
pose, have been set apart from the world, and no 
longer belong to this world. The holiness laws are 
merely natural consequences of these principles, in 
that they describe the life that must be lived by a 
person who has accepted and embraced holiness 
with all its implications. 

The cleanness laws, on the other hand, have a dif
ferent purpose. As noted, they cover areas of our 
lives that seemingly have less "spiritual" impor
tance. But to God, everything in our lives has spiri
tual implications. And before we can ever truly 
appreciate or understand holiness, we need to see 
that the prerequisite, cleanness, requires us to give 
over all of our lives so that every aspect of us can 
be purified and made perfect. To the Jews of 
Moses' day, that meant that they needed to accept 
the call to allow God to be involved in what they 
ate, in cleaning their · homes and clothing, and 
other such mundane actions. To Christians today, 
it means we cannot deny God the authority to 
clean up and perfect any area of our lives, in what
ever fashion he wills. 

I 

- Mark W. Gamer 

3 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
hot chocolate packets, kleenex, toothbrushes 
and toothpaste, shampoo. 

Teen Info 
Belpre Youth Rally is November 12th and 13th. 
Please see Lloyd Snyder today to register. 

Meijer Receipts 
COCS is collecting Meijer receipts dated be
tween 10/22/99 and 12/31/99. Meijer will do
nate a percentage of the total collected to the 
school. There will be an envelope on the bulle
tin board to put the receipts in. Thanks for your 
help. 

Think About It ! 
The cause of the weakness of your Christian life 
is that you want to work it out partly, and to let 
God help you. And that cannot be. You must 
come to be utterly helpless, to let God work, and 
God will work gloriously. Andrew Murray 

China VS America 
The Wall Street journal, August 16, 1999, had an 
interesting quote of a Chinese paleontologist 
who claimed that his fossil finds were inconsis
tent with Darwinism. "In China we can criticize 
Darwin but not the government. In America you 
can criticize the government, but not Darwin." 

Calendar 
October 

31 Joint Worship At Reynoldsburg 

November 
3 50's Plus Meeting 
5-6 Old Fashioned Country Bazaar At 

Willow Brook, 10:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
6 "Going On To Maturity" Devotional 

at Bradley's 7:00 p.m. 
9 Secret Sister Meeting, E-42 7:00 p.m. 
17 50's Plus Meeting 
21 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
21' Harvest Sunday!Thanksgiving Baskets 

Secret Sisters 
Secret Sisters, don't forget to leave a gift or note 
of encouragement for your Secret Sister this 
month. There will be a Secret Sister Meeting on 
Tuesday November 9th at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Church building in room E42. Food and drinks 
will be provided. 

Shut ins 
Please remember and pray for the following 
members (cards would be appreciated): 
Al Coate, Helen Williams, Jane Wooster. 

Contributions 
Last Week $4986 I Avg YTD $5372 

Russia $285 I Avg YTD $248 

Youth Min. $260 I Avg YTD $330 

Services Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 
/ 

10:30,am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, 
7:00 pm Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Chri~t 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Friendship ·Wit~ God 
I 

... "Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do?" 
Genesis 18: 1 7 

Its Delights. This chapter brings out the delight of real friendship 
with God as compared with occasional feelings of His presence in 
prayer. To be so much in contact with God that you never need 
to ask Him to show you His will, is to be nearing the final stage of 
your discipline in the life of faith. When you are rightly related to 
God, it is a li.fe of freedom and liberty and delight, you are God's 
will, and all your common-sense decisions are His will for you 
mless He checks. You decide things in perfect delightful friend-

ship with God, knowing that if your decisions are wrong He will 
always check; when He checks, stop at once. 

' 

Its Difficulties. Why did Abraham stop praying when he did? He 
was not intimate enough yet to go boldly on until God granted his 
desire, there was something yet to be desired in his relationship to 
Cod. Whenever we stop short in prayer and say - "Well, I don'.t 

~ know; perhaps it is not God's will," there is still another stage to 
~ go. We are not so intimately acquainted with God as Jesus was, .... 
~ and as He wants us to be - "That they may be one even as 1we are 
E one." Think of the last thing you prayed about - were you de-
:i voted to your desire or to God? Determined to get some gift of 
co"' the Spirit or to get at God? "Your Heavenly Father knoweth what 
cu things ye have need of before ye ask Him." The point of asking is 
§ that you may get to know God better. "Delight thyself also in the 
~ Lord; and He shall give thee the desires of thine heart." Keep 

praying in order to get a perfect understanding of God Himself. 
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Oswald Chambers, from "My Utmost For His Highest" 

And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham 
, believed God, and it was credited to him as 
. righteousness," and he was called God's friend. 

fames 2:23 
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. HOW SHOULD WE ASK OF GOD1 
(Part Two) 

"But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. 
For he that wavereth is like a wave of the 
sea driving with the wind and tossed" 
Uames 1 :6). 

A Caution Flag ! 
There is, however, a great dar:iger here lest 
we think that we shall get from God what
ever we ask. This is just like demanding 
that God's will conform to ours. That is not 
what this verse teaches. It must be taken in 
context with the previous verses which 
speak of the trials and testings of life. They 
are unavoidable. What the Christian needs 

' is God's wisdom to understand His purpose 
in placing him amidst these continuous tri
als. It is that wisdom that God wi II never 
refuse. So don't be surprised when you ask 
God for many things that you think you 
need, if you don't get them. If you are 
given the patience, the maturity, and the 
wisdom to use your adverse circumstance, 
God has answered your prayer. And the 
thing that you should not doubt for a single 
moment is that God will give you these. 

That word meden before the word diakri
nomenos, "wavering," is translated 
"nothing" in the King James Version. It is an 
adjective, meaning "not a single one, not a 
singe thing." What does this refer to? Is 
god to give man anything he asks for? Woe 
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unto that father who acts in such a fashion. 
He ought to give primarily those things 
which he knows will contribute to the ma
turity of his child. I believe that what James 
wants to tell us here is that we should not 
doubt that God will give us any of the 
things which he already spoke of as we face . 
the trials and tribulations of life. 

Go back to the previous verses and you wi 11 
see these things to which he has reference. 
They are joy, patience, perfection, matur
ity, and wisdom. It is these things which 
God will not deprive us of, not a single one 
of them. You see, God is more interested in 
the state of the heart and mind than in the 
little details of life, such as money, the inci
dents of our daily walk, and the petty re
quests we make of Him. It is the totality of 
these that results in the aforementioned 
Christian virtues that make up the all
rounded, Christ-like, Spirit-filled personali
ties into which God wants to shape us. Oh, 
how much happier we will feel if we only 
understand the vyay in which God deals 
with us. There will be complete peace and 
tranquility within us, instead of grumbling 
and complaining. 

Spiros Zodhiates 

"Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything, 
by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your 

requests to God. " 
Philippians 4:6 

6rowth In Jesus 

THE HOLY & THE COMMON 
THE UNCLEAN & THE CLEAN 

LESSONS FROM LEVITICUS 

Week Thirteen 
The laws of Cleanness - General Perspective 

(levitkus 11-15) 

Though the details of the laws of cleanness in Le
viticus 11-15 do not apply to Christians, they serve 
an important purpose, as they did for the Jews of 
Moses' day, by reminding us that every area of our 
lives belongs to God, and has implications in our 
relationship with him. The commands themselves 
are self-explanatory, and God meant for the an
cient Jews to follow them exactly as written, 
though of course he hoped they would also dis
cern the purpose behind them. As Christians, get
ting the full meaning out of these laws requires de
veloping a general perspective on them. There are 
two common, but erroneous, perspectives on the 
cleanness laws that are held by many Bible read
ers. Ironically, they are exact opposites. 

Some see the laws as an expression of God's arbi
trary authority, nothing but a test of faith, with God 
wanting them to be obeyed for no other reason. 
This perspective is mistaken because the Bible tells 
us that God reaches out for oneness with us, com
municating with us. God knows that our thoughts 
are far below his, and calls us to give up our per
spectives so that we can accept his, not blindly but 
with appreciation. Others are led astray by our hu
man or cultural perspective, thinking that behind 
each law is a unique reason why following it will 
be of practical benefit in our earthly lives. We of
ten put too much emphasis on clear-cut, short-term 
results. For example, we often view education as a 

means to make more money, rather than a way to 
improve our minds and character for their own 
sake. We often view friends as resources to meet 
our needs, rather than blessings to be appreciated 
for their own sake. And we too often view God's 
laws with the expectation that each one must pro
vide a specific, practical benefit. This perspective 
is wrong because God's primary concern is our 
spiritual needs, not physical ones, rio matter how 
much of our own attention is riveted on the pres
ent world. 

Now, there are several legitimate secondary pur
poses of the c;leanness laws. One of them is in
deed literal cleanliness, health and hygiene. God's 
laws never contradict sound principles of personal 
health, and often his laws (in both Testaments) lead 
to healthier and better lives. The Levitical clean
ness laws also distanced God's people from the 
neighboring pagans. Every human culture has a 
characteristic set of rituals, laws, lifestyle practices, 
and other features. By implementing his own set 
of _ such things, Goq made sure that his people 
would be distinc~ and separate from those who 
worshiped false gods. 

But these are not the main purpose of the clean
ness laws, or of God's commands in general. 
These laws taught God's people to live in a clean 
(pure, complete) fashion, and they also provided 
constant reminders of the importance of cleanness, 
far beyond personal health or hygiene. Finally, we 
should always remember that all laws of cleanness 
are of importance mainly because cleanness is a 
necessary preparation for holiness. The goal of 
cleanness is not in itself the ·end, but God wants his 
people to understand that it is a necessary condi
tion before he can lead us towards the greater goal 
of holiness. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information Calendar 
Food Pantry Needs November 

Th~ Food Pantry is in need of the following: 9 Secret Sister Meeting, E-42 7:00 p.m: 
50's Plus Meeting kleenex, saltine crackers, rice, jello, pancake 17 

mix. 20 "Going On To Maturity" Devotional 
at ~radley's 7:00 p.m. 

Teen Info 121 
Belpre Youth Rally is November 12th and 13th. 21' 

50's Plus "Eat o'ut Sunday" 
Harvest Sunday/Thanksgiving Baskets 

Please see Lloyd Snyder today to register. 

Meijer Receipts 
COCS is collecting Meijer receipts dated be
tween 10/22/99 and 12/31/99. Meijer will do
nate a percentage of the total collected to the 
school. There will be an envelope on the bulle
tin board to put the receipts in. Thanks for your 
help. 

Harvest Sunday 
Sunday, November 21, will be Northland's 
Harvest SuRday. Check the bulletin board in the 
foyer for sign up list and watch for further infor
mation. 

Thank You 
We want to praise God in thankfulness for com
pletely healing Emily's left eye even better than it 
was before. Thank you brother's and sisters for 
your prayers for her. The Gale Family 

Thank You -
I want to thank all the people that raked my 

Secret Sisters 
Secret Sisters, don't forget tq leave a gift or note 
of encouragement for your Secret Sister this 
month. There will be a Secret Sister Meeting on 
Tuesday November 9th at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Church building in room E42. Food and drinks 
wi II be provided. 

Shut ins 
Please remember and pray for the following 
members (cards would be appreciated): 
Al Coate, Helen Williams, Jane Wooster. 

Contributions 
Last Week $5181 I Avg YTD $5368 

leaves Sunday, October 24th. I greatly appreciate I Russia $237 I Avg YTD $248 
it. -Louise Burns 

Seniices 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Youth Min. $685 I Avg YTD $338 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 

1'0:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, 
7:00'pm Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Feet Oj'Judas 
Christ washed the feet of Judas! 
The dark and evil passions of his soul, 
His secret plot, and sordidness complete, 
His hate, his purposing, Christ knew the whole, 
And still in love he stooped and washed his feet. 

Christ washed the feet of Judas! 
Yet all his lurking sin was bare to him, 
His bargain with the priest and more than this, 
In Olivet beneath the moonlight dim, 
Aforehand knew and felt his treacherous kiss. 

hrist washed the feet of Judas! 
And so ineffable his love 'twas meet, 
That pity fill his great forgiving heart, 
And tenderly to wash the traitor's feet, 
Who in his Lord had basely sold his part. 

Christ washed the feet of Judas! 
And thus a girded servant, self-abased, 

~ Taught that no wrong this side the gate of heaven 
~ ' 

~ Was e'er too great to wholly be effaced, 
E And though unasked, in spirit be forgiven. 

~ 
co" And so if we have ever felt the wrong 
E Of trampled rights, of caste, it matters not, 
::, Whate'er the soul has felt or suffered long, -~ Oh heart! This one thing should not be forgot, 

0) 
0) 
0) ..... 

Christ washed the feet of Judas! 
George Marion McClel Ian 
(1860-1934) 

,...:- "But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray 
~ 

I 

~ J :7 ,, for those who persecute you." 
~ r· • · • ~ Matthew 5:44 
> 
~ 



SerP1ing God 

HOW SHOULD WE ASK OF GOD? 
(Part Three) 

"But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. 
For he that wavereth is like a wave of the 
sea driving with the wind and tossed" 
(James 1 :6). 

Mean What You Pray For 
The battles that are fought in the minds and 
hearts of men are the greatest of all battles. 
The word diakrinomenos, translated 
"wavering or doubting," is in the middle 
voice and would designate a battle of the 
mind, a battle with your own self. You 
want the wisdom of God, but at the same 
time you prefer to do as it seems reasonable 

' to you. Could I say it is a battle between 
your reason, your logic, and that divine 

, guidance which comes from without, di
rectly from God? This can be a terrible 
thing. I advise you to take the wisdom of 
Cod at all times. Depend on the Holy Spirit 
instead of your own judgment of things. In 
a word, you are told really to mean what 
you pray for. If this doubt exists,· then, 
James says, you are like a wave, a wave that 
is tossed by the wind and driven at its pleas
ure. Remember what I told you the word 
diakrinomenos meant? It meant the battle 
of the mind, the battle of heart, the undecid
edness as to whether you are going to take 
your own wisdom or the wisdom of God as 
you face the circumstances of life. Doubt
ing brings instability, and instability is in the 

nature, of the wave. The wave ~annot stand 
still as the wind blows upon it. You cannot 
h9ve divine poise as the.wind of trials and 
temptations blows upon you unless you 

, have stability of mind and heart. 
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The world translated "tossed" is the word 
rhipizomeno, and it comes from the wo,rd 
rhipis, which means "bellows." Bellows are 
used primarily for blowing up or fanning the 
fire. James, it seems to me, wants to tell us 
that unless we come to God with 
definiteness and singleness of purpose of 
heart and mind, every little difficulty of life 
will be like a bellows fanning the fire within 
us and (:ausing us to be in constant turmoil. 
What an unhappy mind is that which is like 
this wave, at the mercy of the wind. 

The believer is always joyful, but who ever 
saw a joyful supposer? This is exactly the. 
message which Jesus wants to give to you 
and to me. 

Let me like a 1ittle sparrow 
Trust Him where I cannot see, 
In the sunshine or the shadow, 
Singing, He will care for me. 

Spiros Zodhiates 

"Yo-u. may ask me for anything 
in my name, and I will do it." 

John .1fl.: 14 

Growth In Jesus 

THE HOLY & THE COMMON 
/ ' 

THE UNCLEAN &. THE CLEAN 
LESSONS FROM LEVITICUS 

Week Fourteen: Survey of the laws of Cleanness 
(Lev. 11-12) 

Our primary goal in studying the cleanness laws is 
to see how each fulfills the primary purpose of the 
laws of cleanness, so at times we will omit discus
sion of oth~r interesting aspects of them. There is 
an excellent commentary by Gordon Wenham 
that is recommended for further study. 

Leviticus 11 classifies animals as clean or unclean 
for eating. Many commentators impulsively con
clude that the list merely represents what could or 
could not then be eaten safely. While the dietary 
laws certainly are of some practical benefit, that is 

· not their main purpose. For example, nowhere in 
Scripture is there a similar classification of plants or 
mushrooms, although it is at least as easy to be. 
come ill from eating unknown plants or mush~ 
rooms as from eating animals. And even today 
there are risks with meats on the "clean" list. There 
are as many incidents of disease or food poisoning 
from eating beef or poultry as there are from eating 
pork or other "unclean" animals. 

Leviticus 11 arranges the animals by general 
classes, such as field animals, sea animals, and 
birds. The lists cover all the animals commonly 
known to the Jews at the time, although some can-, 
not be identified definitively. For most classes, 
there are one or two simple criteria for which 
members are clean. For example, animals of the 
field can be eaten if and only if they have split 

, hooves and chew their cud. There are also miscel
laneous matters discussed, such as what to do if an 

uncl~an animal touches a household article. 
While avoiding health risks is not the main rea~on, 
it is still a useful consequence of the laws. Many 
truly bad food animals are excluded, and most of 
the ones included posed fewer risks than the ones 
excluded. The list also set a standard higher than 
that of other con.temporary peoples. But the main 
purpose goes beyond any· such details. The pri
mary impact was to cause God's people to realize 
that food was not an unspiritual or purely fleshly 
part of life, but an area that belonged to God, and 
in which it was important to be clean, perfect, and 
whole. The format of the laws emphasized this by 
their use of principles of regularity to define clean
ness. 

Levitic~s 12 discusses purification for a woman 
who has just gone through childbirth. Again, the 
purely practical or medical concerns involved are 
secondary to a spiritual purpose. Through a 
straightforward process of purification (a period of 
uncleanness followed by a purification offering), 
God shows that childbirth was not merely of physi
cal importance, but belonged to him. The designa
tion of the mother as "unclean" is not a moral judg
ment. God himself commanded humans to be 
fruitful and multiply, and the Jews always consid
ered bearing children as a blessing. Rather, it con
nects directly to the definition of · uncleanness: 
though not innately wrong or sinful in any way, 
childbirth is not a normal, everyday function, and 
mother is thus temporarily but literally unclean, or 
abnormal, God uses the purification procedure to 
focus the attention of his people on cleanness. 

There are also other interesting details in both of 
these chapters that we do not have room to pur

, sue. But we can learn and remember the main les
son, which is that every area of our lives, no matter 
how apparently mundane, belongs to God. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry Needs 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
kleenex, jello, baby food, paper towels. 

Meijer Receipts 
COCS is collecting Meijer receipts dated be
tween 10/22/99 and 12/31/99. Meijer will do
nate a percentage of the total collected to the 
school. There will be an envelope on the bulle
tin board to put the receipts in. Thanks for your 
help. 

Harvest Sunday 
On Sunday morning, November 21st, remember 
to bring donations for our Harvest Sunday. Sign 
up sheets with suggestions are in the foyer. At 
the evening service, we will prepare and deliver 
harvest baskets. See Sam Leslie, Lynn Champ
ney, or Will Bickley for further information. 

Thank You 
On behalf of the Debbie Morrison family I want 
to thank all the members who have so gener
ously donated furniture and household items. 
May your generosity be returned to you tenfold! 
I have been greatly encouraged by the love and 
support from out congregation! Nancy Maynard 

Think About It ! 

Calendar 
November 

17 SO's Plus Meeting 
20 "Going On To Maturity" Devotional 

at Bradley's 7:00 p.m. 
21 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
21 ' Harvest Sunday/Thanksgiving Baskets 

Northland Websites 
Several people are in the process of creating 
Northland related websites. If you are involved 
in one of these projects and would like us to' 
print info on your web page in the bulletin, give 
the information to Jack Evans or Mark Garner 
and we will print it at a later date. 

Shut ins 
Please remember and pray for the following 
members (cards would be appreciated): 
Al Coate, Helen Williams, Jane Wooster. 

Contributions 
Last Week $5239 Avg YTD $5365 

None of us ever desired anything more ardently R . 
than God desires to bring men to a knowledge of ussia $192 Avg YTD $247 

Himself. 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

-Johannes Tauler I Youth Min. $225 I Avg YTD $338 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, 
7:_00 pm Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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1m1nate n em ies 

Former Boston Red Sox third basel)'lan Wade Boggs used to hate 
going to Yankee Stadium. Not because of the Yankees, but be-
cause of a fan. ' 

The guy had a seat close to the field and when the Red Sox were 
in town he would torment Boggs by shouting obscenities and in
sults. 

One day Boggs decided he'd had enough. He walked directly 
over to the man and said, "Hey fella, are you the guy who's al
ways yelling at me?" The man said, "Yeah, it's me. What are you 
going to do about it?" 

Wade took a new baseball out 'of his pocket, autographed it, 
tossed it to the man, and went back to the field to continue his 
pre-game routine. The man never yelled at Boggs again; in fact, 
he became one of Wade's biggest fans at Yankee Stadium. 

You may find yourself in Wade's shoes someday. For no discerni
ble reason, someone may decide not to like you. Our natural in
clination is to fight back. But there is a better way to eliminate 
enemies once and for all. 

co"' On this ,subject, the Apostle Paul said, "Do not repay anyone evil e for evil ... if it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace 
~ with everyone" (Rom. 12: 17-18) 
~ · Don Chisholm 

0) 
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"Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to 
do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 

If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live 
at peace with everyone." 

Romans 12:17-18 



Ser11ing 6od 
HE WHO ALONE CREATES NEW THINGS 

The word "new" is not a strange word. in God's vo
cabulary. He is the God who does new things. In 
the New Testament, the word new can be translated 
from two different Greek words. The first word is the 
word "neos." It simply refers to another, or new but, 
not qualitatively new. Example: "And no one puts 
new wine into old wineskins; otherwise the new 
wine will burst the skins, and it will be spilled, out, 
and the skins will be ruined" (Luke 5:37). New 
wine, but still wine. But, the second word is much 
more meaningful in describing how God does "new 
things." It is the word "kainos." This is the word that 
means qualitatively new ... never before seen. If I buy 
another car, it is new, but its still a car; that's neos. 
But, if I buy a spaceship, then that's qualitatively 
brand new. Never seen or experienced before. This 
is what god does. He takes us into that which we 
have never seen or experienced before. 

This word "kainos," qualitatively brand new, is the 
word used to describe the "new covenant" we as be
lievers have with God through Christ: "/ii the same 
way He took the cup also, after supper; saying, "This 
cup is the new covenant in My blood ... " (1 Car. 
11 :25). It is the word used to describe the new crea
tion we have become in Christ Jesus: "Therefore if 
any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the. old 
things passed away; behold, new things have 
come" (2 Cor. 5:17). It is the quality given to the 
"new heaven and the new earth" which are totally 
incomparable to what we have now, making them 
qualitatively new: "And I saw a new heaven and a 
new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 
passed away, and there is no longer any sea" (Rev. 
21 :1 ). 

God is the only one »'ho can cause these qualita
tively brand new spiritual things. I love what God 
told Israel in Isaiah 43:18, 19: He told them that He 
wo11lrl rlo a "nP.w thing." "Do nnt <:al/ to mind the 

. former things, Or ponder things of the past. Behold, 
I will do something new ... I will even make a road
way in the wildernes's, Rivers in the desert." The 
word "new" in the Septuagint is the word "kainos" -
qualitatively brand new. "Behold I will do a qualita
tively new thing." God told them that He would 
transcend their past and that He would transform 
their present. Only God can do that. God is the God 
of new things. The word "growth" in Scripture car
ries with it the idea of entering into that which is 
qualitatively brand new. When I was growing up at 
home, my mother used to measure me against the 
frame of our basement door. She would make a 
mark on the door to signify that I had entered into a 
new dimension of height. There were marks going 
all the way up the door all the way until I reached 
my height of six feet seven inches. 
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Each mark was significant of entering into something 
new. Well, it's the same witli the Christian life as we 
allow Christ to do in and through us what we our
selves cannot do. In 1 Corinthians 3:6 (I planted, 
Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth"), 
"was causing" is in the imperfect tense. That indi
cates continuous a~tion in the past. Paul was telling 
them that at one time they were growing in Christ. 
But, in 1 Corinthians 3:7 (So then neither the one 
who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but 
God who causes the growth"), Paul uses the present 
tense. God is always causing the growth. When a 
believer attaches himself to Christ and lives surren
dered to Him, he cannot help but grow. God is the 
God of all growth. 

Are you walking into the "new things" that god has 
for you in your Christian life? Are you growing in 
your relationship to Him? There is such a freshness 
to our lives when we live surrendered to Christ. 
There is no boredom, no futile searches for meaning; 
life is meaningful and the joy that God gives to us is 
overwhelming even when circumstances devastate 
us. I encourage you to simply yield to Christ in your 
daily life. Surrender your will to His arid strap your 
seatbelt on for the adventure of entering into the new 
things He has for you. -Wayne RrirhP.r 

6rowth /11 Jestis 

THE HOLY & THE COMMON 
THE UNCLEAN & THE CLEAN 

LESSONS FROM LEVITICUS 
Week Fifteen 

Survey of the Laws of Cleanness (Lev. 13-15) 

Leviticus 13-14 deals with skin diseases, mildew, 
and similar contaminations. These are all dealt 
with as esser]tially the same situation. In fact, the 
words translated "leprosy" or "skin disease", 
"mildew" or "mark", are all the same word in He
brew. To God, they are essentially the same prob
lem, with similar procedures for dealing with them. 
The emphasis is on how the contamination causes 
an irregularity, an abnormali~, an impurity. 

Unlike the "µndeanness" attached to childbirth, 
which was guaranteed to expire, the uncleanness 
from these contaminations cannot always be re
moved. ~o the procedures are more complex than 
the ones called for in chapter 12. Great care is 
taken to monitor and evaluate the situation. If the 
contamination does not leave, it may lead to per
manent uncleanness. To some, this raises ques
tions of the hardships suffered by persons that 
seem to be blameless. Many Bible students are 
familiar with the nightmarish fate of the perma
nently unclean, excluded from the community and 
faced with a life of misery. While considerations 
of public health may explain the severity of these 
laws to some degree, it is again not the only or 
even the foremost reason for the laws. 
These laws are all natural consequences of the 
meaning of clean and unclean, and the overall pur
pose, as we have seen before, is to show that areas 
of our lives whose spiritual importance is not obvi
ous do have spiritual implications. It is also impor
tant to realize that God simply declared that those 

unclean must be isolated from the camp for the 
duration of the uncleanness. He did not institute 
or command the extremes of complete isolation, 
neglect, and insensitivity that became the standard 
practice later. Human fear and insecurity led to 
those. 

Finally, Leviticus 15 discusses uncleanness from a 
variety of bodily functions. They are handled in a 
manner similar to childbirth. The uncleanness is 
temporary, requiring only a waiting period and 
sometimes sacrifices. Again, they show that to 
God, the way our bodies function is not of physical 
importance only, but is part of our relationship 
with him. Calling some of our bodily functions 
unclean is not an arbitrary decision of God, but a 
consequence of their nature. Thus it is inappropri
ate to take lightly the way our bodies function, ig
noring the spiritual implications. Our bodies are 
not our own, any more than anything else really 
belongs to us. 

The concept of cleanness is just as important for 
Christians. Christian growth likewise involves 
cleanness as a necessary foundation for holiness. 
As Hebrews 10: 14 says, Jesus' sacrifice "has made 
perfect forever those who are being made holy"; 
We are perfect, clean, and pure as a result of the 
blood of Christ, so we need do nothing more to 
atone for our sins; we merely. must be diligent in 
preserving this purity. But grasping our holiness, 
and fulfilling our Christian identity and purpose, is 
an ongoing process. Many Christians erroneously 
view cleanness as the highest goal of their lives. 
Cleaning up our lives is not the ultimate goal or 
purpose, any more than the burnt offerings were 
the highest goal for the Israelites. We must learn to 
live clean lives, but not as the goal of our faith. In
stead, a clean life is a necessary step in growing 
into holiness by accepting our new identity and 
purpose. - Mark W. Carner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry Needs 

The Food Pantry will be closed November 24th. 
By December 1st we will need: macaroni and 
cheese, jelly, 1 lb packages of spaghetti, canned 
beef stew. 

Harvest Sunday 
At the evening service, we will prepare and de
liver harvest baskets. See Sam Leslie, Lynn 
Champney, or Will Bickley for more info. 

Northland Websites 
Several people are in the process of creating 
Northland related websites. If you are involved 
in one of these projects and would like us to 
print info on your web page in the bulletin, give 
the information to Jack Evans or Mark Garner 
and we will print it at a later date. 

Prayers Appreciated 
Wilbur Allen had surgery last Thursday. Please 
continue to pray for him and a speedy recovery. 

Thank You 
Mike and Nancy Maynard's friend, Debbie in 
Huntington, WV was really shocked by the great 
outpouring of feeling and concern by the people 
here. She couldn't thank him enough for every-
thing that was sent to them. · 

Library 
The church library will be open every Wednes
day evening from 8-8:45 p.m. and the 1st Sun
day evening of every month from 6:30-7:00 p.m. 
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Calendar 
November 

50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Harvest Sunday/Thanksgiving Baskets 
Thanksgiving Devotional 

December 
50's Plus Meeting 
Leadership Retreat 
Winter Bible Classes Begin 
Women's Cookie Exchange 
50's Plus Xmas Lunch 
Services At Willow Brook 
50's Plus Meeting 
Caroling And Chili Potluck 
Roy And Waneta Estep 
50th Anniversary In The Annex 
50's Plus Eat Out Sunday 

Shut ins 
Please remember and pray for the following 
members (cards would be appreciated): 
Al Coate, Helen Williams, Jane Wooster. 

t--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--1 

Contributions 
Last Week $6321 I Avg YTD $5385 

Russia $575 I Avg YTD $254 

Youth Min. $320 I Avg YTD $335 

Services-

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, li'ran!C ChapQell, Roy Estep, Gene 'Prince, Ray Thome 
9~30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom 'Bainhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Gha;m.pney,Tiarrell Estep, JackEvans, Dou Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMaster~, Mark Morris 
7:00 pm Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614)•475-0161 
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Giving ways 
"Giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ 11 (Eph. 5:20). 

When Paul dictated these words, he was chained to soldiers. In spite of 
these adverse conditions and circumstances, Paul could give thanks for 
everything! 

1. The Standard of Thanksgiving. "Giving thanks always for all things 
to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 11 (v. 20). Chris
tian 'thanksgiving is not natural to us. It is something that comes to us 
through the grace of God. The standard of Christian thanksgiving is 
God exalting, for He is the Object of our praise; it is Christ revealing, for 
He is the Channel of praise; and it is church embracing, for we are the 
I 

agents of praise. 

2. The Substance of Thanksgiving. "Speaking to one another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs . ... Giving thanks" (vv. 19, 20). Thanks
giving is not an empty exercise; it is something profitable, for it includes 
and implies "teaching and admonishing" (see Col. 3:16). Thankful 
Christians cannot be silenced, for they must speak the truth of God at 
every opportunity. 

..... 
~ 3. The Secr~t of Thanksgiving. "Be filled with the Spirit" (v. 18). Until 
~ we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, at conversion, we do not have the 
E capacity to praise God; but we need the continuing fullness of the Spirit 
~ to overflow in praise. As we open up our beings to the Spirit's infilling, 
co" our lives show our thankfulness, and our lips share our thankfulness - at 
C1l all times and for all things. There is no greater argument for authentic 
§ Christianity than a thankful Christian. Are you, am I, always thankful? -§ 
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Thank you, Lord, for saving me -
By your grace so rich and free; 
Thank you, Lord, for filling me -
With your love and liberty. 
Amen. 

Stephen F. Olford 



Se1·1ing 6od 
SHARING IS ALWAYS PROOF 

OF GRATITUDE 

On Thanksgiving Day, 1999, we Americans can 
still give thanks for the same precious possessions 
that our Pilgrim ancestors valued so highly in 
1621 - religious and political liberty and, for most 
of us, freedom from want. 

W,e live in a land where material needs are more 
beautifully meet than in almost any other. And that 
gives Americans a special obligation toward the 
poor in our midst; at holidays and all year long. 

Thanksgiving modestly reminds us of how.much we 
owe to forces prior to and outside ourselves; and 
how much all of us, regardless of station, are in the 
hands of Providence. Its singular glory is that it is, 
at once, the most universal and the most demo
cratic of holidays .. 

If you are an average American, you are tremen
dously blessed! But are you thankful? Or do you 
take your blessings for granted and assume you will 
always have them? 

Husbands take wives for granted, take their neat 
11,ouses, their clean beds, their wholesome and tasty 
meals - they take it all.for granted. And wives take 
sober, hard-working, clean-living husbands for 
granted. And children take their kind and generous 
parents for granted, until they are left alone with the 
two grayes and memories. 

It is not only wrong, it is cruelly wrong. Secular, as 
well as sacred, writers are unanimous in pointing to 
ingratitude as the basest sin. The genius of Shake
speare branded ingratitude as the worst of all vices: 
"I hate ingratitude more in man than lying, vain
ness, babbling, drunkenness, or taint of vice." 
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On the first Thanksgiving Day, the Pilgrims held a 
prayer meeting to thank God. They also invited 
their poor Indian neighbors to share their turkey 
and pumpkin 'pie with them. Sharing is always 
proof of gratitude. 

Thanksgiving Day commemorates the harvest 
reaped by the Plymouth Colony in 1621. Thanks
giving Day is peculiarly an American institution. It 
is older than the Declaration of Independence. 

At this Thanksgiving season we should not only feel 
and express our thanks, individually and collec
tively, for the bast acres of golden harvest stretched 
out across this great and blessed land of ours; we 
should even more feel and express .our thanks for 
the rich harvest of grace and mercy that stretches 
clear back to·our infant cribs. 

Many years ago, as the story is told, a devout king 
was disturbed by the ingratitude of his royal court: 
He prepared a large banquet for them. When the ' 
king and his royal guests were seated, by pre
arrangement, a beggar shuffled into the hall, sat 
down at the king's table, and gorged himself with 
food. Without saying a word, he then left the 
room. 

The guests were furious. They asked permission to 
seize the tramp and tear him limb from limb for his 
ingratitude. 

The king replied: "That beggar has done only once 
to an earthly king what each of you does three 
times a day to God. You sit here at the table and 
eat until you are satisfied. Then you walk away 
without recognizing God, or expressing one word 
of thanks to Him." 

Let us thank God for His blessings.' He provides all 
things and supplies our daily needs . .Let us this day, 
and every day, heed the counsel of His words: "Be 
ye thankful. 0 

_ 

Morris Clialfa11L 

61·owth In Jestis 

THE HOLY & THE COMMON 
THE UNCLEAN' & THE CLEAN 

LESSONS FROM LEVITICUS. 

Week Sixteen 
The Day of Atonement - beginning (Leviticus 16) 

Leviticus 16 completes the section on cleanness 
and uncleanness by describing the ceremonies that 
took place on the Day of Atonement. The Day is 
central to understanding Leviticus, and teaches sev
eral concepts also vital to Christians. The first few 
verses outline the preparations, · and remind us of 
why the procedures are needed. God refers indi
rectly (v. 1-2) to the deaths of Nadab and Abihu 
(described in Leviticus 10), emphasizing his holi
ness, and the great care that must be taken when 
coming into the Most Holy Place, where his pres
ence dwells. Aaron must only go in when it is 
time for him to cleanse it. The purpose of the Day 
of Atonement, stated in verses 16 and 19, is to 
cleanse the Most Holy Place, and the rest of the 
tabernacle and the altar, from the accumulated un
cleanness of the priests and the community. The 
regular sacrifices were primarily focused around 
keeping the people themselves in a state of atone
ment. The tabernacle itself must also be cleansed, 
since God maintains his presence there. 

In Aaron's preparations (v. 3-5), he must first ready 
sacrifices for himself, so that he can atone for his 
own sin. He must also wash himself before he can 
put on the garments of the high priesthood. Then, 
he must prepare three animals (two goats and a 
ram) to offer on behalf of the community. These 
preparations illustrate the basic principles of the 
priesthood that we have seen before in chapters 8 
am.l 9. 

Next, there is a short summary of the Day (verses 
6-10), presenting the overall picture, and then 
verses 11-18 spell out step-by-step what is to hap
pen, and why. Aaron begins by offering his bull as 
a sin offering, then he can offer the sacrifices for 
the people. On this special Day, there is a new 
feature. There are two goats ready to offer as a sin 
offering for the people, but only one will actually 
be offered as a sacrifice. Lots will be drawn to de;
termine which goat gets sacrificed, and the other 
will be sent into the desert as a "scapegoat". There 
will be other details added in the following verses. 
The overview stresses that the central events of the 
Day are the two sin offerings and the scapegoat, 
which take away the stains on the tabernacle made 
by the imperfect, unclean humans who minister in 
it and live nearby it. 

Since Aaron's own sin offering (v. 11-14) has a spe
dal purpose, there are some special actions that 
must be taken. To purify the place where God's 
presence resides amongst the Israelites, the Most 
Holy Place must itself be entered. After offering his 
bull, Aaron must take some blood and sprinkle it 
seven times on the atonement cover in . the Most 
Holy Place. Since it is his own uncleanness that is 
being atoned for first, he is in danger of death 
when in God's presence. Therefore he is told to 
prepare a censer filled with incense, to take with 
him, so that the smoke from the incense will shield 
him and his uncleanness. The interesting parallel 
is that incense is often . a parallel with Christian 
prayer. What the incense does for Aaron, prayer in 
a sense does for us. Our prayers to God, when of
fered in faith and humility, give him something to 
"see" that blocks out our sinfulness and unclean
ness. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information Calendar 
Food Pantry Needs 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
macaroni and cheese, jelly, 1 lb packages of spa-14 
ghetti, canned beef stew. 5 

December 
50's Plus Meeting 
Leadership Retreat 
Winter Bible Classes Begin 
Women's Cookie Exchange 
50's Plus Xmas Lunch 
Services At Willow Brook 
50's Plus Meeting 

Northland Websites 
Several people are in the process of creating 
Northland related websites. If you are involved 
in one of these projects and would like us to 
print info on your web page in the bulletin, give 
the information to Jack Evans or Mark Garner 
and we will print it at a later date. 

Library 
The church library will be open every Wednes-
day evening from 8-8:45 p.m. and the 1st Sun
day evening of every ·month from 6:30-7:00 p.m. 

Progressive Dinner 
For those interested in having a progressive din
ner on Saturday, December 11, please sign up to 
host or prepare food. It will be an evening of 

11 
11 
12 
15 
18 
19 

19 

Caroling And Chili Potluck 
Roy And Waneta Estep 
50th Anniversary In The Annex 
50's Plus Eat Out Sunday 

Wilbur Allen is out of the hospital and is staying 
at his daughter's home. The tests done on Mon
day indicated everything was fine and no fur
ther surgery was needed. He has asked that 
there be no visits at this-time, he is very weak 
and needs his rest. 

good food, fellowship and fun! There is a sign up 1-----------------
sheet in the foyer. If you have questions, contact 
Mary Kay Barozzini. 

Work Day 
We are starting a number of projects for fixing up 
the building. The weekend of December 17 & 
18 we will paint the hallways off the foyer. 
Please sign up if you can help for a couple of 

Shut ins 
Please remember and pray for the following 
members (cards would be appreciated): 
Al Coate, Helen Williams, Jane Wooster. 

Cootributions 
hours. We'd like to have our building looking its Last Week $4708 Avg YTD $5371 
best before our joint fellowship. . $ $ 

Russia 245 Avg YTD 253 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Youth Min. $232 I Avg YTD $333 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9 ~;10 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 

10:30,run Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, 
7:00 pm. Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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5 Senses Of The Bible 

When I smell the Bible, I smell the smoke from the fire from 
heaven that burnt the water soaked meat, wood, stone, and mote. 
I smell the fish and bread that fed the five thousand. I smell the 
tomb of the I ive. 
I don't smell paper. 

I 

When I see the Bible I see the parting of the Red Sea, a man walk
ing on. water. I see the empty tomb. 
I don't see paper. 

When I hear the Bible I hear a giant man falling to the ground, 
men rejoicing to have their sight restored. I hear the seal being 
broken and the stone rolling back. 
I don't hear paper turning. 

When I talk about the Bible I talk about the smoke from the fire 
from heaven that burnt water soaked meat, wood stone and mote. 
I talk about the fish and bread that fed the five thousand and the 

co tomb of the live. Also the parting sea, a maA walking on water 
~ and the empty tomb. I tell about a giant man falling to the 
~ ground, men rejoicing for their sight being restored and the seal 
e breaking and the stone rolling back. 
::i :c: I d?n't talk about paper. 

co"' 
~ But greatest of all, when I feel the Bible I feel the earthquake, joy 

.::! that the savior has risen. When I feel the Bible I feel the holy 
~ spirit and not paper. 

I feel LOVE. 
~ -Kim Gale 
0) 
~ 

~.. "Every word of God is flawless; he is a 
·~ shield to those who take refuge in him." 
~ Proverbs 30:5 
~ 

~ 



Sert1ing 6od 

HOSPITALITY 

"Forget not to show hospitality unto strangers: for 
thereby some have entertained angels un
awares:" (Heb. 13:2). 

Our English word "hospitality" is translated from a 
word meaning "friendly to strangers; or love of 
strangers." It is used four times in the New Testa
ment and each time describes the Christian's attitude 
toward and treatment of others. Elders in-the church 
are commanded to show hospitality (1 Tim. 3:2, Titus 
1 :8). The Christians are told to be hospitable. (Rom. 
12:13, 1 Pet. 4:9). 

In the early church, the Chri,stians had all things in 
common. "Those who had possessions sold them 
and brought the proceeds and laid them at the apos
tles' feet. Distribution was made to each as he had 
need" (Acts 4). A report to the Roman Emperor 
Hadrian, between 117 A.O. and 138. A.O. described 
the Christians of the first century: "They rescue the 
orphan from him who does him violence. He who 
has gives ungrudgingly to him that has not. If they 
see a stranger, they take him into their dwellings and 
rejoice over him as over a real brother, for they do 
not cal I each other brother after the flesh, but after 
the spirit of God. If one among them is poor and 
needy, and they do not have food tq spare, they fast 
two or three days that they may supply him with nec
essary food." 

Abraham and Sarah in the Old Testament showed 
hospitality to strangers. They took them into their 
home, and showed them honor and respect. They 
made them feel wanted by providing water that their 
feet might be washed. They prepared food to nour
ish their bodies, then Abraham went with them a part 
of the way to send ther:n on their journey. Abraham 
and Sarah had no idea that they were entertaining 

• angels, but were blessed greatly (Gen. 18). 

Mary, Martha and Lazarus had the privilege of show
ing hospitality to Jesus (Luke 10). Mary was content 
to sit at the feet of Jesus and learn from him. Martha 
was distracted with much serving and complairied 
because her sister did not help her. She was sa,id to 
be "anxious and troubled about many things." What 
a great blessing it must have been to be able to have 
Jesus come into their home and visit with them. 

Christians today are almost never called upon to take 
strangers into their homes. Our society is such that 
there just isn't that kind of a need today. There are 
times, however, when one might be called upon to 
invite another Christian into his home. 1his often 
happens in times of illness. A Christian is staying in a 
strange city because a family member is there in the 
hospital. It is not at all unusual for Christians living 
in that city to provide accommodations. This is 
greatly appreciated, and often lifetime bonds are 
formed because of this kindness. 

1 Some people think that hospitality is the inviting of 
your friends to your home often. Others think that 
hospitality is the art of hosting lavish parties. It might 
be quite a boost to the ego of some in the church to 
become "the hostess with the mostest" but in the Bi
ble, hospitality was always shown by fulfilling some 
need. It was not merely a social activity. 

2 

The wives of church leaders must be willing to assist 
their husbands in obeying the command to show 
hospitality. There is nothing more beautiful than a 
faithful wife who loves her husband, takes pride in 
her home, and is willing to invite others if there is a 
need. Women of our generation have many mo~ern 
conveniences thaLwere not enjoyed by our mothers 
and grandmothers. Those of us fortunate enough to 
have Christian mothers and grandmothers can tell of 
many occasions when they showed kindness and 
hospitality to others. We should remember them, 
and follow the good examples that they have set for 
us. All of us can improve ourselves in this area if we 
will just make an extra effort. What does hospitality 
mean to you? 

Geneva Brown Smith, Gospel Truths 

Growth In Jes11s 

THE HOLY & THE COMMON 
THE UNCLEAN & THE CLEAN 

LESSONS FROM LEVITICUS 

Week Seventeen: 
Day of Atonement - conclusion (Leviticus 16) 

Aaron next offers the goat chosen by lot as a sin 
offering (v. 15-19), sprinkling the atonement cover 
and the altar with its blood. Aaron's own unclean
ness has been removed, so he does not now need 
the incense and smoke to shield himself from 
God's presence. The tabernacle has then been 
cleansed, ridding it of all the people's uncleanness. 
,But there is another step in the atonement process. 
Sin causes separation and isolation from God, and 
that price must be paid, by-the "scapegoat" (v. 20-
22). Aaron places his hands on the goat chosen by 
lot for this role, transferring the burden of the pea
-pie's sins onto the goat. A man takes the goat 
away, releasing it to wander in a solitary place (or 
"a region that is cut off"). The sacrificed goat paid 
part of the price for the community's sin, by dying 

· and shedding its blood.' The scapegoat suffers 
separation and isolation, which are also conse
quences of uncleanness and sin. 

The final steps (v. 23-34) also emphasize clean
ness. ;\aron removes his special garments and 
bathes, then offers the normal b,urnt offerings, indi
cating that the Levitical ministry can now r.esume 
regular operations. The man who led away the 
scapegoat cleanses himself, since he became un
clean from the goat's load of transferred sin. The 
remnants of the sin offerings are removed and 
burned. Then the Day of Atonement was finally 
completed, and no doubt remained in the minds of 
the people for some time to come. 

Though Christians do not perform these rituals, the 
lessons of the Day of Atonement are still important. 
Besides the significant parallels already noted be
tween the Levitical sacrifices and the sacrifice of 
Christ, the Day of Atonement gives us two vivid 
lessons. First, no Jew could observe the ceremo
nies on this Day without taking home a lasting im
pression of the uncleanness caused by sin. The 
lengthy steps of the atonement ceremonies were 
an emphatic' indication of sin's filthiness and 
power to pollute. No particularly infamous or dis
gusting sin necessitated the sacrifices and the 
scapegoat, just daily sins such as selfishness and 
ungratefulness. As with the cross, God made the 
atonement ceremonies a powerful sight. Jesus' 
sacrifice was also not made in a remote place, or in 
an antiseptic, painless manner. ,It was as graphic as 
possible, to make clear the full measure of sin's 
filthiness, and the full measure of human guilt. 
May we never allow ourselves to be de-sensitized 
to the' price Jesus paid. 

Second, the goal of the Day was to cleanse the tab
ernacle and its furnishings, so that God would con
tinue . to dwell there. The consequences of him 
withdrawing his presence were not made explicit, 
but it was certain that they woul,d be disastrous. So 
too, Christians must learn to view this as the real 
motivation to keep our lives clean. More impor
tant than any consequence of sin, more serious 
than our example, more significant than any em
barrassment or penalty, is the fact that sin repels 
God from us. The more uncleanness that we toler
ate in our lives, the more difficult it is to see God, 
to hear his voice, and to feel close to him. Chris
tians have many reasons to avoid sin, but this is the 
most important. - Mark W. Garner 
(Note: beginning next week, our traditional holi
day puzzles will appear on this page. The Leviti-

1cus series will resume in January.) 

' 
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Family Information Calendar 

-

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

December 
5 Winter Bible Classes Begin 
11 50 's Plus Xmas Lunch 
12 SeNices At Willow Brook 
15 50's Plus Meeting 
17-18 Work Day 
19 Roy And Waneta Estep 

50th Anniversary In The Annex 
19 50's Plus Eat Out Sunday 

Thank You 
Phyllis Harp and I would like to thank: Phil 
Thorne, Dion Hope, Ben lngland, Ryan Estep, 
Don Milnor, Emily Thorne, and Justin Gillespie 
for their cheerful help in our move. We are 
grateful for the loving seNice of our brothers 
and sisters. -Vicki Thomas 

50th Wedding Anniversary 
The children of Mr. And Mrs. Roy R. Estep in
vite you to a 50th Wedding Anniversary Cele
bration Sunday, December 19, 1999 - 2:00 un
til 4:00 p.m. at the Northland Church of Christ. 

Youth Min. $150 Avg YTD 

£ /tiers: WilburAllen, Fran!_( Chappell, ~oy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 

10:30 am Steve Carver, L-ynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack EvaLlS, Don Gillespie, Lou, 
5:30.pm Lawrenc.e, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, 
7:00 ·pm Charl ie Yates 

Eva11ge/ists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleverand Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A Prayer.For Freedom 
I told God I wa_s angry. I thought He'd be surprised. 

I thought I'd kept hosti lity quite cleverly disguised. 

I told the Lord I hated Him, I told Him that I hurt. 

I told Him that He isn 't fair, He's treated me like dirt. 

I told God I was angry, but I'm the one surprised. 

"What I've known all along," He said, "you 've finally realized . 

At last you have admitted what's really in your heart. 

Dishonesty, not anger, was keeping us apart. 

Even when you hate Me I don't stop loving you. 

Before you can receive that love, you must confess what's true. 

~ In telling Me the anger you genuinely feel, 

! 
E It loses power over you, permitting you to heal." 

~ 
co" I told God I was angry and He's forgiven me . 
• Q.I 

§ The truth that I was angry has finally set me free. -~ 
0) 

~ .... ..., ... 
~ 

.Q 

~ 
Cl) 

Q 

Jessica Shaver, from "Virtue" 

'
1My flesh and my heart may fail, but 

God is the strength of my heart and my 
portion forever." 

Psalm 73:26 



Ser11ing 6od 

As I Ponder .... 

As I Ponder about the universe - the creation of this great planet we live on - this planet called 
earth ... 

I wonder how anyone could claim that at one time there was nothing - then "Bang" we were here! 

I wonder how a big "Bang" could accidentally create the four different seasons, as we know them -
Spring, Summer, Fall, and Winter. 

I wonder how a big "Bang" could create an energy source (the sun), so large (865,000 miles 
across - 109 times that of the earth) so hot (10,000 degrees on the surface-:- several million degrees 
at the core), and so far away (92,958,350 miles). And yet it still provides us with warmth for our 
bodies and in the summer, can cause our skin to tan, or if we stay out in the sun to long-to cause 
our skin to burn (ouch!). · 

I wonder how a big "Bang" could cause rain. Rain which nourishes us and causes plants to grow. 
Rain which turns into white fluffy snow that kids of all ages enjoy, and snowmen are made from. 
The same snow that puts a blanket of white on the ground and trees which is beautiful beyond . 
description. 

I wonder how a big "Bang" could cause the leaves of trees to change color in the fall-from green to 
yellow, orange, red, then brown. · 

I wonder how a big "Bang" could cause all the different animals (crawling animals, walking animals, 
flying animals, and swimming animals) to come about. How some of these animals are good for 
companionship, some are for protection, and how some are here for our nourishment. 

I wonder how one person - Charles Darwin - could consider that his theory of evolution could 
even minutely be possible, and how people could be so gullible to consider his theory as a 
possibility. 

But, I don't wonder how great, how glorious, how powerful, how forgiving, and how loving my 
God is. And I don't wonder how great it will be, to someday be in heaven with my God. 

11 For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities-his eternal power and divine nature
have been clearly seen, being understood from wfiat has been made, so that men are without · 
excuse." Romans 7 :20 · -Jack Evans 
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HIDDEN VERSE WORD SEARCH #1 
I 

In the diagram, the words , phrases, and names listed below are hidden. They could be forwards, backwards, up 
down or diagonally in the diagram. All of the words in the list comes from a certain book of the Bible. As you fin 
them, shade in the letters you use (some letters will be used as part of more than one name). There will be 30 unuse 
letters, and they will spell out a verse from this week's mystery book. See if you know the book and can find th 
hidden verse in the book after you spell it out. Also see if you know where all the items in the list can be found .in thi 
book. (All entries are from the NIV.) 

ABOVE LISTEN THE ROAR OF A LION 
BEAUTY NOBLE CHARACTER THE WISE IN HEART 
COALS PARTIALITY 

. 
TONGUE 

EAT ITS FRUIT RESPECTED TRAIN 
ENEMIES RETURN TREE OF LIFE . 
FITTING SLEEP TRUSTWORTHY MAN 
GIVE HIM - SLUGGARD TURNING YOUR EAR 
GOTO THE ANT TEACHINGS - - - .r· .. 

WITH PEACE 
HOPE 

R T R E E 0 F L I F E D 0 ' T 

A E E N E M I E s N 0 T R R 

E A T I T s F R u I T A D u 

R c u c T R A I N E E s p s 

u H R E A G I s E H w T s T 

0 I N H s R N M N I E l. L w 
y N y ·T I ·L A - I T _ R A p u 0 

G G L T N A E H T 0 T 0 G R · 

• 
N s 0 R "E s p E c T E D G T 

I R D s I E 0 v p E I. D A H 

N I .s w A v H I c I L F R y 

R p E c T 0 N G u E L B D M 

u H E I N B E A u T y E 0 A 

T H E R • 0 A R 0 F A L I 6 N 

· The answer, and a new puzzle, will be in the bulletin next week. - Mark W. Gamer 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry Needs 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
1 lb packages of spaghetti, rice, noodles, saltine 
crackers. 

Work Day 

12 
15 
16 
19 

Calendar 
December 

Services At Willow Brook 
SO's Plus Meeting 
COCS Christmas Concert 
Roy And Waneta Estep . 

We are starting a number of projects for fixing up 
the building. The weekend of December 17 & j_19-----------------1 
18 we will paint the hallways off the foyer. 
Please sign up if you can help for a couple of 
hours. We'd like to have our building looking 

SOth Anniversary In The Annex 
SO's Plus Eat Out Sunday 

50th Wedding Anniversary 

its best before our joint fellowship. 
The children of Mr. And Mrs. Roy R. Estep in
vite you to a SOth Wedding Anniversary Cele
bration on Sunday, December 19, 1999, 2:00 -
4:00 p.m. in the Church annex. 

Semces 
Sunday Bible Study. 
Sunday Worship. Service 
Sunday Eveliing 
Wedn~~d;iy E"~en i ng 

Teens 

Prayers Requested 
Marvin Senter had surgery to open a blocked 
artery in his leg last Friday. 

Shut ins 
Please remember and pray for the following 
members (cards would be appreciated): 
Al Coate, Helen Williams, Jane Wooster. 

Contributions 

1uuLi1 Min. 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, F_rank C1!.#PI>ell, .Roy Es.tep, Gene Prince~ ~Y~ Thome 
9:30 am [)eacons: Bri~o Arnold, Tom Efambardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney~ Darrell Estep, Jack Ev.ans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawreoce, Sam Leslie, Jack_ Mauersberg, Ber)ll McMasters, ,Mark M~>rris, 
7:00 pm Charlie Yates 

Eva11gelisls: Mike firipes, Tom Barnhard 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 I 
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Friends 
Mark was walking home from school one day when he noticed the 
boy ahead of him had tripped and dropped all of the books he was 
carrying, along with two sweaters, a baseball bat, a glove and a small 
CD player. Mark knelt down and helped the boy pick up the scat
tered articles. Since they were going the same way, he helped to 
carry part of the burden. As. they walked, Mark discovered the boy's 
name was Bill, that he loved video games, baseball and history, and 
that he was having lots of trouble with his other subjects, and that he 
had just broken up with his girlfriend. They arrived at Bill's home 
first and Mark was invited in for a coke and to watch some television . 
The afternoon passed pleasantly with a few laughs and some shared 
small talk, then Mark went home. They continued to see each other 
around school, had lunch together, then. both graduated from junior 
high school. They ended up in the same high school where they had 
brief contacts over the years. Finally the long-awaited senior year 
came and, three weeks before graduation, Bill asked Mark if they 
could talk. Bill reminded him of the day years ago when they had 
first met. "Did you ever wonder why I was carrying so many things 
home that day?" asked Bill. "You see, I cleaned out my locker be
cause I didn't want to leave a mess for anyone else. I had stored 

a away some of my mothers sleeping pills and I was going home to 
~ commit suicide. But after we spent some time together talking and 
~ laughing, I realized that if I had killed myself, I would have missed 
E that time and so many others that might follow. So you see, Mark, 
i when you picked up those books that day, you did a lot more, you 
oo"' saved my life." 
Q) 

e 
-= ~ 

There's a blessing called Friendship. You don't know how it hap
pens or when it gets started, but you know the special lift it always 
brings and you realize that friendship is one of God's most precious 
gifts. Friends are a very rare jewel, indeed. Friends make us smile 

~ and encourage us to succeed .. Friends lend an ear, and share a word 
~ of praise, and they always have their heart open to us. 

Coli' 
~ 

~ 
.Q 

~ 
0 
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Via The H igh land Herald 
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WHAT DO YOU HEAR1 

A Native American and his friend were in down
town New York City, walking near Times 
Square in Manhattan. It was during the noon 
lunch hour and the streets were filled with peo
ple. Cars were honking their horns, taxicabs 
were squealing a~ound corners, sirens were 
wailing, and the sound of the city were almost 
deafening. Suddenly, the Native American said, 
11 I hear a cricket." 

His friend said, "What? You must be crazy. 
You couldn't possibly hear a cricket in all of this 
noise!" 

"No, I'm sure of it," the Native American said, "I 
heard a cricket." 

"That's crazy/ said the friend. 

The Native American listened carefully for a mo
ment, and then walked across the street to a big 
cement planter where some shrubs were grow
ing. He looked into the bushes, beneath the 
branches, and sure enough, he located a smal I 
cricket. His friend was utterly amazed. 

"That's incredible," said his friend. "You must 
have super-human ears!" 

"No," said the Native American. "My ears are 
no different from yours. It all depends on what 
you're listening for." 

"But that can't be!" said the friend. "I could 
never hear a cricket in this noise." 

"Yes, it's true," came the reply. "It depends on 
what is really important to you. Here, let me 
show you." 

He reached into his pocket, pulled out a few 
coins, and discreetly dropped them on the side
walk. And then, with the noise of the crowded 
street still blaring in their ears, they noticed 
every head within twenty feet turn and look to 
see if the money that tinkled on the pavement 
was theirs. 

"See what I mean?" asked the Native American. 
"It all depends on what's important to you." 

What's important to you? What do you listen 
· for? Are there times that you fail to listen to God 

or see what God is doing in your life because 
you are focused on other things that are more 
important to you? 
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Jesus, said, "For the hearts of this people have 
grown dull. Their ears are hard of hearing, and 
their eyes they have closed, lest they should see 
with their eyes, and hear with their ears, lest they 
should understand with their hearts and turn, so 
that I should heal them. But blessed are your 
eyes for they see, and your ears for they 
hear." (Matt.13:15-16). 

Father, amidst of the distractions of the world all 
around us, may our ears always be open to your 
voice, and our eyes open to your glory. In Je
sus' name, Amen. 

Alan Smith (Boone, NC) 

"But blessed are your eyes 
because they see, and your ears 

because they hear. " 
Matthew :::13:16 

HIDDEN VERSE WORD SEARCH #2 
In the diagram, the words, phrases, and names listed below are hidden. They could be forwards, backwards, up, 
down or diagonally in the diagram. All of the words in the list comes from a certain book of the Bible. As you find 
them, shade in the letters you use (some letters will be used as part of more than one name). Thete will be 34 
unused letters, and they will spell out a verse from this week's mystery book. See if you know the book .and can find 
the hidden verse in the book after you spell it out. Also see if you know where all the items in the list can be found 
in this book. (All entries are from the NIV.) 

ALTAR 
ANOINTED 
BECAUSE I AM HOLY 
BREAD 
BURNT OFFERINGS 
CEDAR 
CHAMELEON 
EPHOD 
EVENING 

FEASTS . 
GARMENTS 
HONORED 
INCENSE 
NADAB . 
OBEY MY COMMANDS 
ON THE EIGHTH DAY 
PLACE 
PRESENCE 

REDEEM 
SABBATH 
SACRED ASSEMBLY 
THENAME 
THE TENT 
UNCLEAN 
WEEKS 
WHICH HE CAN 
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R H C E I S T H E T E N T C 

A D N A R A E S Y M A E A R 

DTP . AU 0 SA AM V 0 GE 

E N L E E S N N M E M E A D 

C ~ A M E L E 0 N N F T R A 

N A C E H H C I H W W I M S 

E L E L T Y N N A D A B E S 

S T L B M G I T U M E P N E 

E . A M Y S K E E W A H D T M 

R R E D E E M D E 0 F 0 S B 

P B 0 R B R E A D Y 0 U L L 

0 N T H E E I G H, T H D A Y 

The answer, and a new puzzle, will be in the bulletin next week. (Last week's hidden verse: Do not despise the Lord's 
discipline, PROVERBS 3: 11) - Mark W. Gamer 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the fol lowing: 
Kleenex, paper towels, pancf ke syrup, bar soap. 

Teens 
1. Secret Santa money is due Today. Please give 
money to any teen leader this morning. Parents, 
please encourage your teens to consider sacrific
ing for this wonderful service. 2. The teen Christ
mas party is this evening, December 19, around 
7:30 p.m. at Lindsey Estep's house. Please bring 
a gag gift to exchange. Food donations for the 
party would be appreciated. 

Prayers Requested 
The Champney's request prayers for Dayon 
Lesley, he had 2 skin graft operations. As of last 
Wednesday he was continuing to improve daily. 

Sympathy 
We want to express our·sympathy to Elvah Don
ald at the death of her mother. The funeral was 
Saturday, December 11th in Toledo. Please 
keep her and her family in your prayers. 

50th Wedding Anniversary 
The children of Mr. And Mrs. Roy R. ·Estep 
invite you to a 50th Wedding Anniversary 
Celebration Today, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. in the 
Church annex. 

-

Calendar 
December 

19 Roy And Want Estep 
50th Anniversary In The Annex 

19 50's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
26 No A.M. Bible Classes, Short 

Communion Service Instead of P.M. 
Worship 

January 
2 No A.M. Bible Classes, P.M. 

Worship ·Resumes. 
5 50's Plus Meeting 
16 50's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
19 50's Plus Meeting 

Shut Ins 
Please remember and pray for the fol lowing 
members (cards would be appreciated): 
Al Coate, Helen Williams, Jane Wooster. 

Contributions 
Last Week $4658 Avg YTD $5346 

$230 I AvgYTD $254 ~a 
Youth Min. $810 I Avg YTD $340 

Sen'ices Elders,· Wi lbur Allep, Frank Chappell,Jloy Estep, Gene P__ci\lce,Ray Thome 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
CSunday Evening 
Wednesday Even,ing 

9:30 am b~ac01ts:l31ia11 ArnoJq, Toni Bambardt, Jot! Barozzini, Jeho Bradley, 
10:3b am Steve CaN.er, Lynn Champney, DruTell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, JackMauersberg, Beryl MeMilsters, MarkMorris, 
7;00 pm Charlie Yates 

Eva11gellsts: Mike l-Upes. Torn Barnhardt 

NorthlamlChurch of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Decreasing Into His Purpose 
"He must increase, but I must decrease." Uohn 3:30) 

If you become a necessity to a soul, you are out of God's order. 
As a worker, your great responsibility is to be a friend of the 
Bridegroom. When once you see a soul in sight of the claims of 
Jesus Christ, you know thatyour influence has been in the right 
direction, and instead of putting out a hand to prevent the throes, 
pray that they grow ten times stronger until there is no power on 
earth or in hell that can hold that soul away from Jesus Christ. 
Over and over again, we become amateur providences, we come 
in and prevent God; and say - "This and that must not be." In
stead of proving friends of the Bridegroom, we put our sympathy 
in the way, and the soul will one day say - "That once was a 
thief, ' he stole my affections from Jesus, and I lost my vision of 
Him." 

Beware of rejoicing with a soul in the wrong thing, but see that 
you do rejoice in the right thing. "The friend of the Bridegroom 
... rejoiceth greatly because of the Bridegroom's voice: this my joy 

,.... therefore is fulfilled. He must increase, but I must decrease." 
~ This is spoken with joy and not with sadness - at last they are to 
~ see the Bridegroom! And John says this is his joy. It is the abso
§ lute ~ffacement of the worker, he is never thought of again. 

:it 
co"' Watch for all you are worth until you hear the Bridegroom's voice 
~ in the life of another. Never mind what havoc it brings, what up

,.= sets, what crumblings of health, rejoice with divine hilarity when 
~ once His voice is heard. You may often see Jesus Christ wreck a 
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life before He saves it. (Cf. Matt. 10:34) 
Oswald Chambers 

From "My Utmost For His Highest" 

"He must become greater; 
I rrtust become less. " 

, John 3:30 



SerJ1ing God 

THIRSTING FOR THE LIVING GOD 

No chapter in the Bible exceeds Psalm 42 in the 
direct approach to spiritual fervor. What a 'rich 
blessing this section is to the one who delights 
in things divine. (Psalms 119:97) .. We learn 
how to acquire a healthy countenance and 
maintain it in matters that are 'everlasting. The 
Psalmist favors us, inspired by the Holy Spirit (2 
Peter 1 :21 ), with the basic ingredients of a life 
filled with purpose and dedication. A gospel 
song that bolsters the teaching of this chapter 
dramatically tells us: 

0 sometimes how long seems the day 
And sometimes how weary my feet; 
But toiling in life's dusty way~ 
The Rock's blessed shadow, how sweet! 

When our soul longs for the living God as a 
wild animal pants for the brook's refreshing wa
ter we will ardently seek the fountain of Truth. 
Jesus taught in Matthew 5:6 that those who hun
ger and thirst after righteousness would be filled! 
Ultimately we feed upon the bread of I ife and 
drink water that quenches our thirst forever 
Uohn 6:68; Rev. 7: 1 7). 

Sadly, many of us long for the wrong things. 
We strive after mundane delights and have no 
desire for things divine. We rush heartily to
ward wealth, fame and secular glory and often 
give God the dregs - and that without zest or 
purpose. The folk in Malachi's day gave God 
the scraps and counted their duty before the 
Creator as weariness (Malachi 1: 13). Their hori
zons needed changing; their concepts were 
faulty. Their emphasis, like so many'folk in our 

2 

day, was backwards. They desire the wrong 
things. William Blake, in 1800 was absolutely 
correct in saying: "Man's desires are limited by 
his perceptions: none -can desire what he has 
not perceived.'.' 

In Psalms 42 we learn that spiritual people look 
beyond physical sustenance to a closer walk 
with God. More vibrant by far than a cool drink 
of water on a hot day is that sweet relief a mo-
ment with the Master brings to the Christian in 
times of anguish. One of the great Gospel songs 
says it perfectly: 

I 

In my weakness I turn to the fount, 
From the Rock that was smitten for me; 
And I drink, and I joyfully count 
All my trials a blessing to be. 

The Psalmist, partaking of the divine nature, has 
abundant joy and praise within while the world 
seeks in vain for an anchor. The loving kind-
ness of the Almighty shelters us in the haven of 
rest as we offer songs of praise to his holy name. 
We live in hope (Titus 1 :2) and die in peace 
(Revelation 14: 13) as we put our trust in the 
One we have not seen (1 Peter 1 :7-8) but the 
one who "ruleth by his power forever" (Psalm 
66:7) 

Those who do not have a thirst for things divine 
rob themselves of the best in this world and the 
one to come (Mark 10:30). "Only one Life 
T'will soon be past, Only what is done for Christ 
will last!" 

Johnny Ramsey 
From "The Lord's Way" 

HIDDEN VERSE WORD SEARCH #3 

In the diagram, the words, phrases, and names listed below are hidden. They could be forwards, backwards, up, 
down or diagonally in the diagram. All of the words in the list comes from a ~ertain book of the Bible. As you find 
them, shade in the letters you use (some letters will be used as part of more than one name). There will be 24 
unused letters, and they will spell out a verse from this week's mystery book. See if you. know th,e, book. ancl can find 
the hidden verse in the book after you spell it out. Also see if you lmow where all lhe items in the list can be found 
in this book. (All entries are from the NIV.) 

ALL THINGS KNOW FULLY RAISED 
APOSTLES LIGHT SPIRIT 
BECAUSE OF HIM LOVE IS KIND STUMBLING 
FOOLS FOR CHRIST MANY PARTS THE BODY 
FOR IT IS WRIITEN MIRROR THIRSTY 
GIFTS MY BLOOD THIS FOUNPATION 
GOD'S FIELD NO MORE BOASTING WOE TOME 
GOSPEL OF CHRIST PUT UP WITH YOURS 
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The answer, and a new puzzle, will be in the bulletin next week. (Last week's hidden verse: On tlif.s day, a!oneinent will 
, be madeforyou., LEVITICUS 16:30) - Mark W. Garner 
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Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Kleenex, pancake syrup, 1 lb spaghetti. 

Thank You 
We would like to thank everyone who joined us 
in the celebration of our 50th Wedding Anniver
sary. The cards and gifts were lovely. We are 

-

Calendar 
-----

26 
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December 
No A.M. Bible Classes, Short 
Communion Service Instead of P.M. 
Worship 

, January 
No A.M. Bible Classes, P.M. 
Worship Resumes. 

very appreciative of your warmth and caring. I 5 
Roy & Waneta Estep 8 

50's Plus Meeting 
"Going On To Maturity" Devotional 
Huntington Youth Rally 

Jesus Left ... 
His purse to Judas; 
His clothes to the soldiers; 
His body to Joseph of Arimathea; 
His mother to John; 
His peace to His Disciples; 
His supper to His followers; 
His gospel to the world; 
His presence - with God's children.· 

14-15 
16 
19 
22 
30 

50's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
50's Plus Meeting 
"Going On To Maturity" Devotional 
Joint Worship At Northland In Evening 

-"The Lord's Way" Shut Ins 
Think About This Please remember and pray for the following 

An infinite God can give all of Himself to each of members (cards would be appreciated): 
His children. He does not distribute Himself that Al Coate, Helen Williams, Jane Wooster. 

each may have a part, but to each one He gives 

Contributions 
all of Himself as fully as if th.ere 'w~re no others. 

-Russel I Payson 
If we are going to have answers for the twentieth 

r--~~~~~~~~,--~~~~~~~----i 

Last Week $5651 ·$5352 
century world, we must not only have a God 
who exists, but we must have a God who has Russia $380 

Avg YTD 

AvgYTD $256 
spoken! -Francis A. Schaeffer 

Youth Min. $215 AvgYTD $338 

Servi_ces 

uoday Bible Study 
Sw1day Wors(1ip Servioo
Suoday Evening 
Wedn~sday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Ftank Chappell, R9y Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 run Deacot1s: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnha,rdt, Joe Barozzini., John Bradley, 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack.Evans, .Dori Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters1 Mark Morris, 
7:.00 pm Charlie Yafes · 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes. Tom .Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Invasion O]Planet 
Did you know that after the first moon-walk there were skeptics who claimed 
the whole thir;igs was a hoax? Whether they were convinced after subsequent 
moon explorations I don't know. When such individuals make up their minds 
that a certain thing can't happen, they stubbornly refuse to believe the evidence 
that it has actually taken place. However, no rational educated person today 
doubts the accomplishments of the space exploration program. 

Nevertheless there are many who doubt that the earth was invaded by God on' 
that first Christmas Day. If finite man is able to step on the moon today, don't 
you think that an omnipotent and eternal God could step down to earth from 
His dwelling place in heaven? Of course He could. But why did He? 
The Bible tells us that god became man so that He might save man. 

A Chinese convert to Christianity gave an account of his salvation something 
like this: 111 was in a very deep well. I was sinking deeper and deeper and 
couldn't find any way out. As I looked upward I saw a face peering down at 
me. A voice said, 'My child, I am Confucius, the father of your country. Had 
you obeyed my teaching, you would never have landed where you are now.' 
He waved his hand and left, saying, 'If you ever manageio get out of this well, 
be careful to follow my teaching.' 

"Then came Buddha, and looking down into the well he shouted, 'My child, 
you have to quit the condition in which you find yourself. Rest down there 
where you are. Fold your arms and begin to think. You will find nirvana, the 
peace which all of us desire.'I called back and said, Father Buddha, if you 
could help me get out of here I would be so thankful. But in this horrible place 
how can I rest?' But Buddha did not get me out of the well .. He left me in de
spair. "But there came another Man over to the well, a Man full of goodness 
and interest. And on His face there were marks of great sorrow and suffering. 

co.. He wasted no time in offering me words of comfort from up above, but came 
~ down where I was anp pulled me out of that terrible clay in which I was wal
~ lowing, and lifted me up to the surface. He took off my dirty clothes and 
~ dressed me in clean new clothes. Then He invited me to follow Him, saying'/ 

will never /eave you or forsake you.' That Man was Christ. And that is why I 
became a Christian. Christ was the only one who descended to the depths 
where I was. He saved. me and has never ceased .to have followship with me 
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and be my Companion." 

That is exactly what Christ did for you and me. To show how intimate His rela
tionship with men would be, He entered the womb of the Virgin Mary, was 
born as we were, and subjected Himself to all the physical needs of humanity. 
And just as He entered into Mary and became her Savior, so God in Christ will 
enter into men's hearts today who are willing to receive Him. 

-Spiros Zodhiates 
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~ERE JU5TWA5N1'. ROOM FOR THAT COUPLE 
FROM, NAZARETH. A HUNDRED YEARS FROM NOW. 
·WHAT DIFFERENCE WILL IT MAKET 5EE Lu~E 2:7. 
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HIDDEN VERSE WORD SEARCH #4 

In the diagram, the words, phrases, and names listed below are hidden. They could be forwards, backwards, up, 
down or diagonally in the diagram. All of the words in the list comes from a certain book of the Bible. As you find 
them, shade in the letters you use (some letters will be used as part of more than one name). There will be 24 
unused letters, and they will spell out a verse from this week's mystery book. See if you know the book and can find 
the hidden verse in the book aflt:r yuu spell it out. Also sec if you know where nll the items in lb.ti list can be found 
in this book. (All entries are from the NIV.) 

CITIES 
CRUCIFY 
CRYING OUT 
CYRENE 
DISCIPLES 
FROM THE EAST 
HAS BEEN SAID 
HE WILL BE CALLED 

JOHN THE BAPTIST 
JOSEPH 
JUST SAY THE WORD 
MANY PEOPLE 
MOUNTAIN 
PETER 
PHARISEES 
PILATE 

REGION 
TEACHERS 
THE COMING WRATH 
THE MORNING 
THEY WILL SEE GOD 
TRUTH 
YOUR EYES 
ZEALOT 
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TA S E S 0 C . V R W NEEL 

N A S T M E N H I U R S A I 
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0 U H ~ Y F I C U R C Y T E 
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The answer, and a new puzzle, will be in the hulletin next week. 
(Last week's hidden verse: But we have the mind of Christ, 1CORINTHIANS2:16) 
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- Mark W Gamer 


