
Food Pantry 
Thanks to everyone, the Food Pantry served 802 
people in 1997. 

You Will Never Be Sorry ... 
For thinking before acting. 

For hearing before judging. 

For forgiving your enemies. 

For bein~ candid an~ frank. 

For helping a fallen brother. 

For being honest in business. 

For thinking before speaking. 

Fpr being loyal to your church. 

For standing by your principals. 

For stopping your ears to gossip. 

For bridling a slanderous tongue. 

For' harboring only pure thoughts. 

For sympathizing with the afflicted. 

For being courteous and kind to all. 
Pulpit Helps 

January 
7 50's Plus Meeting 
10-11 Leadership Retreat With Jim Condon 
21 50's Plus Meeting 
25 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 

Calendar Items 
We are currently trying to put together a list for 
the calendar items in the bulletin for 1998. If 
you know of any scheduled events that need to 
be put in the bulletin, please give the list to Jack 
Evans or Mark Garner, or put it in one of their 
mailboxes. 

Contributions Attendance 

last Week $5047 Weds 0 

Avg YTD $5047 Sun Class 112 

Russia $380 Sun AM 191 

Avg YTD $380 S.un PM 50 

Youth Min. $442 

Avg YTD $417 YTD Total $1252 

Servi~es 

Sunday Bible S!_udy 
SiJnday Worship Service 
Sunday E.venfng: 

9:30 am 
10:30am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: WilbUL.Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
D~acomr: Brian Arnold, Tom Barohard~ Joe Barozzini, J.ohn BJ"-adley 
Steve C,awer, Lynn Chilnlpney, DarreU E~tep, J~ck Eva:i~~. Don tJJJJe~pie, 
to-µ Lawrence, 'Sam Leslie, JacR Mauersb'erg; :S-ei;yl McMasters, 

Wedhesday Evenlhg Mar~ Morris, Cbarlie ¥ates 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt ' 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Thoughts For A New Year 

"The God of Israel will be your reward." Isaiah 52: 12. 

Security from Yeste,rday. "God requireth that which is past." At 
the end of the year we turn with eagerness to all that God has for 
the future, and yet anxiety is apt to arise from remembering the 
yesterdays. Our present enjoyment of God's grace is apt to be 
checked by the memory of yesterday's sins and blinders. But 
God is t.he God of our yesterdays, and He al lows the memory of 
them in order to turn the past into a ministry of spiritual culture 
for'the Juture. God reminds us of the past lest we get into a shal
low security in the present. 

Security for Tomorrow. "For the Lord will go before you." This 
is a gracious revelation, that God will garrison wh~re we have 
failed to. He wil.I watch lest things trip us up again into like fail
ure, as they assuredly would do if He were not our reward. 
God's hand,.reaches back to the past and makes a clearing-house 
for conscience. · 

Cioo... ~~ ~-

Security for Today. "For ye shall not go out with haste." As we 
go forth into the coming year, let it not be in the haste of impetu
ous, unremembering delight, nor with the flight of impulsive 
thoughtlessness,· but with the patient power of knowing that the 
God of Israel wi 11 go before us. Our yesterdays present irrepara
ble things to us; iLis true that we have lost opportunities which 
wi 11 never return, but god can transform this destructive anxiety 
into a constructive thoughtfulness for the future. Let the past 
sleep, but let it sleep on the bosom of Christ. 

~- -~ "' ~ -
~ - ~ - ~ 

co Leave the Irreparable Past in the His hands, and step into the lrre-
~ sistible Future with Him. 
~ 

... 
~ Oswald Chambers from "My Utmost For His Highest" 
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SerPling 6od 

GOD OF THE LIVING 

"Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, 
not knowing.the scripture not the power of 
God. For in the resurrection they neither marry 
nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels 
of God in Heaven. But as touching the resur
rection of the dead, have ye not read that 
which was spoken unto you by god saying, I 
am the God of Abraham, Isaac and the God of 
Jacob? God is not the God' of the dead but of 
the living." (Matthew 22:29:32) Jesus spoke 
these words to a religious sect known as the 
Sadducees who did not believe in the resurrec
tion and who having proposed an illustration of 
one woman marrying each of seven brothers 
wondered whose wife she would be in the res
urrection. 

According to their supposed case, the first 
brother dies, and the second brother married 
his widow and so on until each of the seven 
brothers had married the same woman. Of 
course it was a supposed case, and would prob
ably rever happen, but if it did surely the Lord 
would be at a loss to show how they might get 
along when they met up in Heaven. Jesus 
quickly showed the error of such thought by 
saying that we are neither married nor given in 
marriage in heaven, but then he immediately 
'struck at the root of such a question, which was 
a disbelief in existence after death. 

1 It was their contention. that man existed in this 
life only. However they did believe the Old 
Testament and so did have some kind of a stan
dard to go by. To this Jesus appealed by a quo
tation from God to their great leader and law-
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giver, Moses. Now if they will believe their 
own law they must admit an existence after 
death. According to this God is not the God of 
the dead but of the living, but when talking to 
Moses many years after the death of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, God declares himself to be the 
God of these deceased Patriarchs. If God is not 
the God of the dead, but is the God of Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob, long after they have been 
laid in the tomb it proves that souls of Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob still live. Matthew re-
marked that this argument put those Sadducees 
to silence. It had been proven by their own ac-
cepted standar? that people do exist after physi-
cal death. 

' 

At physical death the Preacher of Ecclesiastes 
describes the mourners going about the streets 
and the cessation of human affairs, and con-
eludes by saying "Then shall the dust return to 
the earth as it was, and the spirit unto God who 
gave it." (Ecclesiastes 12:1-7) 

Knowing that we must live after death, and that 
we must give an account for the way we be-
have here it behooves 0;11 of us to live soberly, 
righteously, and Godly in the present world. 

Bill Tyner, The Gospel Vidette 

"Remember him - before the sil-
ver cord is severed, or the ·golden 
bowl is broken; before the pitcher 
is shattered at the spring, or the 

wheel broken at the well, and the 
dust returns to the gr:oitnd it came 

from, and the spirit returns to God 1 

who gave it." I 
Ecclesiastics 12:6-7 

MYSTERY BOOK WORD SEARCH #6 

In the diagram, the words, phrases, and names listed below are hidden. They could be forwards, backwards , up, 
down or diagonally in the diagram. All of the words in the list comes from a certain book of the Bible. As you find 
them, shade in the letters you use (some letters· will be used as 'part of more than one name). There will be 27 
unused letters, and they will spell out a verse from this week's mystery book. See if you know the book and can 
find the hidden verse in the book after you spell it out. Also see if you know wher_e all the items in the list can be 
found in this book. (All entries are from the NIV.) 

AFTER THAT TIME HANDS PEACE 
A LINEN BELT I AM ONLY A CHILD SEVENTY YEARS 
ARM IS BROKEN JEHOIAKIM SON OF AMON 
BABYLONIAN JOHAN AN STRESS 
BARUCH JOSIAH THE POTTER'S HOUSE 
BOILING POT . MAKER THESE .POOD FIGS 
BOWLS MANY KINGS THINK 

' CONCERNING EGYPT NATION TO NATION WITNESS 
FROM THE NORTH ' NEW COVENANT 

c N H T R 0 N E H T M 0 R F E 
0 E A s T A T J 0 s I A H s E 
NW N J E H 0 I A K I M . U R M 
c c D L I H c A y L N 0 M A I 
E 0 s N A N D A T T H H N E T 
R v K N A s T R E s s y E y T 
N E A R M I s B R 0 K E N y A 

-
I N T L E B N E N I L A c T H 
N A T I 0 N T 0 N A T I 0 N T 
G N R w E T F G L T 0 s s E R 
E T L c 0 A s R 0 y I A D v E 
G s A p M A K E R s B w A 1 E T 
y E E 0 N D L H c u R A B s ·F 
p H N T 0 p G N I L I 0 B 0 A 
T H E s E G 0 0 D F I G s 0 K 

The answer will be in !he bulletin next week. This will be the last puzzle for now, but they will 
return next year during the h~liday season. (Last week's hidden verse: He is coming with the 
clouds, REVELATION 1:7) 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
jelly, kleenex, coffee (small instant), pancake 
mix, pancake syrup. 

Directory Update 
We are in the process of updating the directory. 
Please check the information on the bulletin 
board in the hall by the office. If any of the infor
mation for your family is incorrect, please make 
those corrections. 

Youth Rally 
Registration for the teen rally, Upfift, ends Sun
day, January 11. The cost is $15 due Sunday, 
plus money for 3 meals. Chaperones will be Jim 
Stafa, Emily Thorne and Vicki Thomas. 
The teens will need 2-3 vans to go to Uplift in 
Huntington, WV. We will leave Friday after
noon, Jan. 16 and return Sunday afternoon, Jan. 
18. We will provide gas and a car in exchange. 
If you can offer a van, please contact Jim Stafa, 
Emily Thorne or Vicki Thomas. Thank you! 

Pictures 
' . 

We will begin taking members pictures for the 

Calendar 
. January 

21 SO's Plus Meeting 
25 ·so's Plus " Eat Out Sunday" 

Calendar Items 
We are currently trying to put together a list for 
the calendar items in the bulletin for 1998. If 
you know of any scheduled events that heed to 
be put in the bulletin, please give the list to Jack 
Evans or Mark Garner, or put it in one of their 
mailboxes. 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $6060 \'\'eds 126 
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board in the hall today. Everyone with last name 
beginning with A or B please come to room E-32 
after morning services. 

Sunday Nite Live 

AvgYTD 

Russia 

$5554 

$237 

Sun Class 126 

1 

'--.. EL ...._ ... 

Sun AM 212 I C"--.... " e 
Sunday Nite Live has been cancelled. Instead, 
middle and high school will have lunch and a 
video at the Morris' Sunday afternoon. Meet in 
the foyer with lunch money at 12:45 af~er service 

AvgYTD $309 :::i Sun PM 70 I .... S::: ~ 0 :s; 

Seniices 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sµnday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Youth Min. $175 
I I / , \\ 

AvgYTD $357 YTD Total $1427 

Elders~· Wilbur Allen,Yrank Chappell, Roy EStep, Gene .Ednce, Ray ThQme 
9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, TomBamhardt, Joe.Barozzlni, John Bradley, 

IO: 30 am , Steve Carver, Lynn Champne)'} Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don G illeSµie, 
5:30 pm Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, .Beryl McMasters 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church oJ Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, 011 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Bible Stands 
. . 

Century follows century - There it stands. 

Empires rise and fall and are forgotten - There it stands. 

Dynasty succeeds dynasty - There it stands. 

Kings are crowned and uncrowned - There it stands. 

. \ ' 

Atheists rail against it - There it stands. 

Agnostics smile cynically - There it stands. 

. . 
Profane prayerless punsters caricature it - There it stands. 

Unbelief abandons it - There it stands. 

Higher critics deny its claim to inspiration - There it stands. 

The tooth of time gnaws but makes no dent in it-There it stands 

Infidels predict its abandonment - There it stands. 

Modernism tried to explain it away - There it stands. 

A.Z. Conrad, Bulletin Digest 



Ser11ing 6od 

ABOVE ALL, TRY SOMETHING 

Did you hear about the now-bankrupt com
pany whose president replaced the 11 ln 11 and 
"Out" boxes on his desk with a single large 
ore labeled "Stuck"? 

The ability to make decisions is an essential 
quality of leadership. For cities and whole 
nations, in companies and families, for 
churcres and individuals - challenges must 
yield to good sense, discernment, and action. 
Otherwise something resembling dry rot of 
the soul stops things dead in their tracks. 

Indecision is usually based on insecurity. 
And much of that insecurity is rooted in the 
false belief that every decision has to be cor
rect. We call that stultifying spirit.perfection
ism. It is the enemy of decisiveness and 
progress. 

Decisions should not, of course, be made 
carelessly. Do your homework. Ask the hard 
questions. Put all your natural and acquired 
skills to work. And bathe all that effort in 
prayer from start to finish. At a certain point, 
however, you must - before some critical op
portunity passes by" - make the cal I and en
gage the gears. You must decide what needs 
to be done and get to the task. 

These are challenging times. Things move so 
fast that we seldom have the luxury of pro
longed deliberation with extensive counsel. 
So we have to train ourselves to weigh, de
cide, and take action. We have to be secure 
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enough to accept the risk of making imperfect 
choices. That entai ls a willingness to admit 
mistakes and make corrections along the 
way. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt summed up his attitude 
about making hard choices in a speech at 
Oglethorpe University in 1932 this way: 
"The country needs and, unless I mistake its 
temper, the country demands bold, persistent 

· experimentation. It is common sense to take 
a method and try it. If it fails, admit it frankly 
and try another. But above all, try some
thing." 

If your "Stuck" box is getting full, maybe it's 
time to realize that refusing to make a deci
sion is sometimes the worst decision of al I. 

· Rubel Shelly 

"For this very. reason, make every 
effort to add to your faith goodness; 
and to goodness, knowledge; and 
to knowledge~ self-control; and to 
selfcontrol, perseverance; and to 
perseverance, godliness; and to 

g~dliness, brotherly kindness; and 
to brotherly kindness, love. For if 
you possess these qualities in in
creasing measure, they will keep 

you from being·ineffective and un
productive in your knowledge of 

our Lord Jesus Christ." 
.2 Peter 1: 5-8 

61·owth In Jesus 

WILL THE REAL GOD PLEASE STAND UP? 

' Christianity Comp~red To 
Human-Made Religions 

Week One: Does It Make A Difference? 

Does it really make any difference whether a 
person is a Christian, a Hindu, or a Buddhist, 
as long as he or she lives a good life?' Does it 
really matter whether someone studies the 
Bible, the Koran, or the Tao Te Ching, as long 
as that person is sincere about applying what 
is taught? According to the Scriptures, the 
answer to these, and many similar questions, 
is Yes! Biblical Christianity leaves no room for 
the legitimacy of any other religion or philoso-' 
phy. Too many of today's Christians are em
barrassed by this, and wish either to apologize 
for it or to deny it. Instead, we should put our 
energies into understanding why Christianity 
is so different from human-made religions, and 
to use that. understanding to strengthen our 
own faith, while enlightening those around us 

' in a sensible and reasoned manner. 

In the next few weeks we shall be studying 
many of the world's major religions, detailing 
their histories and beliefs. As we proceed, we 
~an appreciate the difference between Chris
tianity and human-made religions. Christian
ity is not a religion, but rather is truth revealed 
by the living God. Human-made religions are 
·various attempts to combine a small portion of 
truth with enough utilitarian philosophy and, 
flesh-based ethics to make the combination 
more palatable for short-sighted and self-.. 
centered human beings who are either afraid 

.__._...__~---.--~_..L___....___.._J--._ - J 3 

of or resentful towards the true and living 
God. All Christians should have at least a 
b,asic overview of how the world's religions 
compare with Christianity, both to strengthen 
their own faith by seeing how clear it is that 
Christianity is of divine origin, and to be able 
better to respond to and help those around · us 

·who are searching for the truth. 

Most Americans wt"Jo become Christians gen
erally had only to choose betw'een different 
varieties of "Christianity", which are distin
guished by doctrinal and ethical beliefs, but 
which all agree on the same basic explanation 
of who God is and to at least some degree 
accept the Bible and its teachings. This has 
one drawback - if a person has never had to 
wrestle with choosing among Christianity, 

. Buddhism, Islam, and the rest, that person 
probably does not realize how much different 
Christianity is from the others, and 'how clearly 
the differences reveal the divine origins of the 
Scriptures' teachings, versus the fleshly origins 
of the teachings of the other religions. When 
we can make these comparisons, they 
strengthen our faith, and they have the addi
tional benefit of helping us also to distinguish 
genuine New Testament Christianity from· the 
numerous cheap denominational imitations, 
which can seem very close to the untrained 
eye. 

Understanding the special, divine nature of 
Christianity also is of great value in building 
our confidence in discussing God with unbe
lievers, and gives us what we need to help 
those who want to know the truth but are 
themselves confused by the many phony reli
gions cluttering up the spiritual landscape. 

-Mark Garner 



Family lnfor1nation 

Food Pantry Needs. 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
jelly, coffee (small instant), pancake mix, muffin 
mix, all paper products. 

Pictures 
We will be taking members pictures for the 
board in the hall today. Everyone with last name 
beginning with C or E please come td room E-32 
after morning services. 

Church Camp 
The date for OUR Camp is June 14-20. Please 
mark you calendars and plan on getting that 
week off from work. Your talents can be used. 
All positions need to be filled. The Lord can use 
you at camp no matter what talents he has given 
you. See Charlie or Delois Yates for more _info. 

The Real Super Bowl! 
Come and hear about the "Real Super Bo-.yl" 
tonight at 5:30. Speaker Charlie Yates. 

Single's 
The "Single's Eat In Potluck" is scheduled for 
February 1st at 1 pm in the annex. Sign-up sheet 
is posted on bulletin board by the office. We will 
have a special welcome for those who are new 
to our group. Child care will be provided on re
quest. All single's interested in helping plan our 
spring retreat, please come to the meeting Friday 
January 23, 7:30 pm at the Hipe's. 

11 

Calendar 
January 

18 
21 
23 
25 

50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Single's Retreat Meeting 7:30 At Hipe's 
Teen Core Group 

Calendar Items 
We are currently trying to put together a list for 
the calendar items in the bulletin for 1998. If 
you know of any scheduled events that need to 
be put in the bulletin, please give the list to Jack 
Evans or Mark Garner, or put it in one of their 
mailboxes. 

Thank You 
Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers 
and expressions of sympathy and the cookies. 

The family of Richard Seymour 
(Roy and Patty Champney) 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $5423 Weds 151 

Avg YTD $5510 Sun Class 126 

Russia $232 Sun AM 228 

Avg YTD $283 Sun PM 70 

Youth Min. $235 

AvgYTD $332 YTD Total $1662 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, TO-m Barnhardt, Joe Barozzinii John Braoley, 
Steye Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, 
Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (~14) 475-0161 
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Preach The word 

A young preacher once said to his father: "What shall I preach? 
If I preach on education, there sits a professor of education; if I 
preach on biology, there sits a professor of science." The wise 
father replied: "Preach the gospel; they don't know very much 
about that! 11 

For .the reason that "it pleased God by the foolishness of preach
ing to save them that believe" (1 Cor. 1 :21 ), the apostle Paul 
says: 

"I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to 
the wise, and to the unwise. So, as much as in me is, I am ready 
to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also. For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to 
the Greek. 11 (Rom. 1: 14, 17.) 

"But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let 
him be accursed." (Gal.1 :8.) 

I 

"Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine." (2 Tim. 4:2.) 

G.F. Raines 

"Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of 
season; correct, rebuke and encourage - with great 
patience and careful instruction. For the time will 
come when men will not put up with sound doc
trine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will 

gather around them a great number of teachers to 
say what their itching ears want to hear." , 

2 Timothy 4:2-3 



Se1·1ting 6od 

WILL THEY MAKE A GOOD DECISION? 

I ' 

Pastoral Search Committee Report: 

In our search for a suitable pastor, the following 
scratch sheet was developed for your perusal. 
Of the candidates investigated by the commit
tee, only one was found to have the necessary 
qualities. The list contains the names of the 
candidates and comments on each, should you 
be interested in investigating them further for 
future' pastoral placements. 

NOAH: He has 120 years of preaching experi
ence, but no converts. 

' \ 

MOSES: He stutters; and his former congrega
tion says he loses his temper over trivial things. 

ABRAHAM: He left and headed to Egypt dur
ing hard times. We heard that he got into trou
ble with the authorities and then tried to lie his 
way out. 

DAVID: He has an unacceptable moral charac
ter. He might have been considered for minis
ter of m.usic had he not 'fallen.' 

. . 
SOLOMON: He has a reputation for wisdom 
but fails to practice what he preaches. 

ELIJAH: He proved to be inconsistent, and is 
known to fold under pressure. 

HOSEA: His family life is in a shambles. Di
vorced, and remarried to a prostitute. 
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JEREMIAH: He is too emotional, an alarmist; 
some say a real 'pain in the neck.' 

AMOS: Comes from a farming background. 
Better off picking figs. 

JOHN: He says he is a Baptist but lacks tact 
and dresses like a hippie. Would not feel com~ 
fortable. at a church potluck supper. 

PETER: Has a bad temper, and was heard to 
have even denied Christ publicly. 

PAUL: We found him to lack tact. He is too 
harsh. His appearance is contemptible, and he 
preaches far too long. · 

TIMOTHY: He has potential, but is much too 
young for the position. 

JESU~: He tend to offend church memb~rs 
with his preaching, especially Bible scholars. 
He is also too controversial. He even offended 
the search committee with his pointed ques- · 
tions. 

JUDAS: He seemed to be very practical, coop
erative, good with money, cares for the poor, 
and dresses well. We all agreed that he is just 
the man we' are looking for to fill the vacancy - , 
as our Senior Pastor. 

Thank you for all you have done in assisting us 
with our pastoral search. 

Sincerely, 
The Pastoral Search Committee 

Author Unknown· 

61·owth In Jesus 

-Will THE REAL GOD PLEASE STAND Up? 

Christianity Compared To 
Human-Made Religions 

W~ek Two: Finding The Real Thing 

If we were to look at the teachings of each 
religion of the world, not knowing which was 
true, how could we tell which one(s) were 
created by human beings and which one(s) are 
really the way to God? Certainly, many per
sons have very illogical or self-serving ways of 
making this choice, such as assuming that 
w.hatever they were taught as children must be 
true, or simply selecting the one that teaches a 
lifestyle closest to their own preferred way of 
living. But we can do 'rriuch better than this. If 
we understand God's nature and character, as 
illustrated by his creation and his .actions, we 
will find it rather easy to distinguish truth from 
fabrication . 

We can tell from looking at the universe and 
events around us that, if there is a God who 
created it all, &/or who is lord of it all, that 

. God must be in a higher dimension than us. 
That is, he must be outside of time & space, 
ilot limited or restricted by any of the physical 
factors in our universe. Thus, any attempt to 
explain God that presents him as a physical 
being, no matter how strong, intelligent, or 
powerful, cannot be the truth. Religions that 
describe God as having primarily human char
acteristics, desires, or agendas, cannot be true 
- they are simply the result of humans creating 
God in their image. 

Likewise, the ultimate goal of any true expla
nation of God's will must lie outside the physi-
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cal universe. Many religions that do claim to 
worship an eternal God nevertheless contra
dict themselves by describing their "heaven" 
(or whatever the eternal goal is) ' as ~ mere 
physical or fleshly paradise or relief. All in all, 
most of the world's popular religions and 
philosophies make no real attempt to describe 
a God who lives outside of our physical di
mensions, and to remain consistent with this 
eternal, non-physical focus in describing 
God's plans and goals. The reason for this is 
simple - these are things humans cannot un
derstand., on their own. We can only grasp 
them at all if God explains them to us. So all 
human religions present goals and plans that 
are based on human experience, and are pop
ular because they promise humans what they 
want. Nevertheless, the "gods" of these r~li
gions are no more than cartoon super-heros, 
and they can be discarded by anyone who is 
truly seeking the living God. 

Another important aspect of a religion is 
whether its goal . '(salvation or paradise) as 
reachable via human effort, or as only attain
able through the deity himself. Human-made 
religions invariably present a standard of pe
havior or ritual that can be met on merit alone, 
with no significant element of grace. Given 
what we know of the. living God, even aside 
from the Bible, we know that he is so much 
greater than our universe that any standard of 
achievement based on human action or good
ness wo1.,1ld have no meaning to him. 

We shall later see many other differences 
between Christianity and those human at
tempts to describe God on their own terms. 
But these most basic differences al,ready differ
entiate Christianity from the pack. 

· ~ Mark Garner 



Fa1ni/y Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the fol lowing: 
pancake mix, paper towels, potatoes, canned 
fruit, hot chocolate. 

Pictures 
We will be taking members pictures for the 
board in the hall today. Everyone with last name 
beginning with F through J, please come to room 
E-32 after morning services. 

Singles 
Singles "Eat In Potluck" is scheduled for February 

Calendar 
January 

25 Teen Core Group 

February 

1 Single's "Eat ·In Potluck" 
4 50's Plus Meeting 
15 Teen Core Group 
15 Services At Willow Brook 
·15 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
18 50's Plus Meeting 
22 · Winterfest, Gatlinburg Tennessee 

1st at 1 pm in the annex. Sign-up sheet is posted 1------------------------1 
on the bulletin board by the office. We will have 
a special welcome for those who are new to our 
group. Child care will be provided on request. 
Please Come! 

Words Of Wisdom 
It takes a lot of courage to put things in God's 
hands. To give ourselves completely, our lives, 
our hopes, our plans! To follow where He leads 
us and make His will our own. But all it takes is 
foolishness to go the way alone. 

Calendar Items 
We are currently trying to put together a list for 
the calendar items in the bulletin for 1998. If 
you know of any scheduled events that need to 
be put in the bulletin, please give the list to jack 
Evans or Mark Garner, or put it in one of their 
mailboxes. 

Contributions 

last Week $5750 Avg YTD $5570 
Author Unknown t--------- --.....,..------1 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Russia $242 Avg YTD $273 

Youth Min. $166 Avg YTD $305 

Youth Min Total .... $1828 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Brian 'Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 
Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, 
Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom ·Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Saying Too Much 

They're leading a preacher, a drunkard and an engineer to the guillo
.tine. They ask the preacher if he wants to face up or down when he 
meets his fate. The preacher said that he would lik~ to face up so he 
would be looking toward Heaven when he died. They raised the blade 
of the guillotine and released it. It came speeding down and suddenly 
stopped, just inches from his neck. The authorities took this as Divine 
Intervention and released the preacher. 

Next, the drunkard came to the guillotine, and he also decided to die 
facing up, hoping he would be as fortunate as the preacher. So the 
blade of the guillotine was raised again, and released. It came speed
ing down and suddenly stopped just inches from his neck, so he was 
released as well. 

The engineer was next, and he too decided to die fac::ing up. They 
slowly raised the blade of the guillotine, when ·suddenly the engineer 
said, "Hey, I see what the problem is ... " 
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Another reminder that we need to leam when to keep our mouths shut. 
As much as we may be anxious to share with people just how .much 
we know, sometimes things are better left unsaid! Rarely will keeping 
quiet get us into trouble (though it can happen), but often do we.find 
ourselves getting into trouble by saying something that should have 
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. gone unsaid. 

One of my favorite proverbs is found in Proverbs 1 7:28: "Even a fool 
is counted wise when he holds his peace; when he shuts his lips, he is 
considered perceptive." (NKJV) 

Very similar to the more recent saying: "Better to be thought a fool 
than to open your mouth and remove all doubt." 

· ~ Lest you open your mouth today and say something you may later re-
~ gret, stop for a moment before you speak and make sure it's the wise 
&t>"' thing to do. 
~ ' Alan Smith, Boone, NC 
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Ser11ing 6od 

GOD OF THE OUTCASTS 

Have you ever noticed how God makes himself 
known to people? There is no consistency as to 
place or time. It happens on mountaintops, at 
temples, and in prison cells. He may speak by 
dream's, in visions, or through words. 

The most consistent thing about his revelations 
has to do with the people selected for them. 
They tend to be the most unlikely of choices for 
meeting God. Moses was a criminal fleeing 
Egyptian authorities. Amos was a farmer at 
work. Peter was a fisherman on the lake. Paul 
was on his yvay to put Christians in prison. 

Did ever so unlikely a group of people receive 
a divine revelation as when shepherds tending 
their flocks were called to the birthplace of the 
Son of God?· If you had been in charge of mak
i.ng the announcement, whom would you have 
invited? Kings? Clergy? Prominent citizens? 
Chances are that you would never have -
thought of shepherds to the exclusion of all oth
ers on the night of his birth. 

Shepherds who lived in the fields with their ani
mals smelled no better than the animals them
selves. As a group, they had a bad reputation. 
They were known for "confusing" sheep as they 
moved from one grassy spot to another. Shep
herds were considered so unreliable that they 
were not permitted to testify in Jewish law
courts. 

But God wanted shepherds nearest to his son 
on the night of his bi.rth. It was' as if their pres
ence was meant to signify that God would from 
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now on be nearest to the people others de
spised. He declared himself that night to be 
not only the Lord Almighty but also the God of 
the Outcasts. True to that image, the babe 
adored by shepherds grew up to be called 
Friend of Tax Collectors and Sinners. His crit
ics- called him that as an insult. I understand it 
as the basis for my1hope of eternal life. 

If you were charged with choosing a handful of 
people to see heaven come down to eatth, 
would you pick a group that included you? "It 
isn't likely," you say. "And neither would any
one else!" ' 

Look at what_ you've just done. You have 
placed yourself. in the very class of people to 
whom God has most consistently revealed him
self. You are the most likely of candidates on 
God's list. With all your hang-ups, problems, 
and quirks, God loves you. Even if you are 
thinking today that the world would be better 
off if you had never been born, you need to be 
aware that God comes to just such people as 
you. 

How do you describe God's tendency to seek 
out the most unlikely of people? Perhaps your 
word of choice is "strange." The one that 
comes to my mind is wonderful. 

Rubel Shelly 

''But God chose the foolish things 
of the world to shame the wise; 

God chase the weak things of the 
world to shame the strong" 

1Corinthians1:27 

61·owth In Jesus 

WILL THE REAL GOD PLEASE 'STAND UP? 

· Christianity Compared 
To Human-Made Religions . 

Week Three: Primal Religions 

Before we study the major world religions, it is 
worthwhile to look first at the more basic 
forms of religion that are the forerunne'rs of 
most human religions, and that are still prac
ticed by many humans in various forms. 
While they may seem crude and impossible to 
take seriously, they form the basis for most of 
the more complex false religions that humans 
have invented since. 

Religions that came before today's major reli
gions, &/or that are not based on a written 
literature (such as the Bible or Koran) are often 
called primal religions. Most of them fall in 
one of the following categories: Animism 
(belief in numerous "spirit beings"), ancestor 
worship, Pantheism (a plurality of personal 
gods with concentrated power), and Monothe
ism (found even in some "primitive" cultures, · 
although their concept of "God" may be very 
inaccurate). Naturally, within these broad 
categories, many variations of doctrine and 
practice exist. 

Believers in Animism see a world filled with 
various vague "spirits" that are usually associ
ated with particular objects, locations, and so 
forth. Animism includes Nature worship, such 
as the Druid religion of the ancient Celts, and 
many Native American tribal religions. Ani
mism often involves rituals of magic, healing 
(e.g. shamans), and the like. The Shinto reli-
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gion of Japan is an example of an animistic 
religion that has become an established 'na
tional religion. 

Other cultures have in one way or ·another 
worshiped their ancestors as a way of guaran
teeing their own future well-being. Often this 
involves, as is still widely practiced in China, 
making actual ·sacrifices of items such as 
money or food to one's ancestors, to provide 
for them, in. the hopes that later one's own 
descendants will do the same. A more un
usual example is voodoo religion, which arose 
as a combination of ancestor worship with 
some elements of Catholicism. 

Religions such as those of the ancient Greeks 
(or Romans) are Pantheistic. Their conception 
of a finite collection of powerful but physically 
limited gods is an example of a primal religion 
surviving even when its people'·s culture be
came much more advanced. It differs from 
Animism in that its "gods" are personal and 
well-defined, not ethereal spirits. Some other 
primal religions are basically monotheistic, 
but their "God" is also not much more than a 
powerful fleshly being. 

·All of these forms of religion can quickly be 
see'n to be attempts to make sense of a large 
and complicated world on human terms - that 
is, explaining everything in terms of familiar 
objects, personalities, and experiences - and 
none of them is a serious attempt to define the 
higher dimension where God lives. Only 
(Christian) monotheism does that. Nonethe
less, even these simple religions show that 
there is an almost universal acknowledgment 
that there is a r.eality outside of our physical 
existence, even if most humans rely on fleshly 
ways of dealing with it. - Mark Carner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix, pancake syrup, paper towels, 
canned fruit, coffee, muffin mix. 

Pictures 
We will be taking members pictures for the 
board in the hall today. Everyone with last name 
beginning with K through M, please come to 
room E-32 after morning services. 

Secret sisters 
Have you encouraged your Secret Sister lately? 
A quick note to uplift her spirits or a small gift to 
acknowledge a special day or occasion can -
niean so much. We all love to see.our name on 
our special table. 

Deacon's Meeting 
There will be a deacon's meeting and potluck for 
the deacons and their wives at the home of John 
and Lora Bradley on February 7th at 6:30 pm. 
Lora will be contacting everyone as to what to 
bring. 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Don and 
Tanya Milnor at the loss of their baby last Tues
day. Don and Tanya request that we pray for 
them to be focused on God and not to be dis
couraged and to be thankful in their situation. 

1 
4 
5 
6 

8 
15 
15 
15 
18 
19 
20-22 
22 
22 
28 

Calendar 
February 

Single's "Eat In Potluck" In The Annex 
50's Plus Meeting 
Bible Study At Orient 
Youth Group, Ice Skating At 
Easton Chiller, 7:00 pm 
Camp Workers Potluck After Services 
Teen Core Group· 
Services At Willow Brook 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Bible Study At Orient 
Winterfest, Gatlinburg Tennessee 
Sunday Worship At Orient 
Singles "Eat Out Sunday" 
Youth Group, Roller Blading And 
Skating At Outer Limits 

Contribution Statements 
The contribution statements for 1997 are avail
able in the office. 

Contributions 

last Week $5071 I Avg.YTD $5470 

Russia $282 I Avg YTD $275 

Youth Min. $216 AvgYTD $292 

Youth Min Total .... $2044 

Servfces 

Sunday, Bible Study 
Sunday Worshll:> Service 
Suhday Evening ' 
Wi!clnesday E~enlng· 

9:30 am 
-10:30 am 

5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: \Vilblir Allen, frank Ch1.1pp,ell, Ro¥ Estep, Gene Prince~ Ray,.Thome 
J)eacmµ: Briau Al'.11old, Tom 'Bamhardt, .Joe Barozzini, JoJm Bradley 
Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, DaitelfEstep, Jack Bva:n~, Dqn Gille~je 
l,.ou· Lawrence; Sam Leslie, Ja·ck Mattersberg, B_eryt Mc},1;ast~~~ 
Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Mi.ke~ Hipe'S, T<>m Bamh.ardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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You Can't Please Everyo_ne 

An old fable that has been passed down for generations tells 
about an elderly man who was traveling with a boy and a don
key. As they walked through a v,illage, the man was leading the 
donkey and the boy was walking behind. The townspeople said 
the old man was a fool for not riding, so to please them he 
climbed up on the animal's back. When they came to the next 
village, the people said the old man was cruel to let the child 
walk while he enjoyed the ride. So, to please them, he got off , 
and set the boy on the animal's back and continued on his 1way. 
In the third village, people accused the child of being lazy for 
making the old man walk, an·d the s~ggestion was made that they 
both ride. So the man climbed on and they set off again. In the 
fourth village the townspeople were indignant at the cruelty to 
the donkey because he w'as made to carry two people. The frus
trated man was last seen carrying the donkey down the road. 

You can't please everyone!· And it tan be very fn,.1strating to even 
try to do so because it's physically impossible. The truth of the 
matter is, even if we could please everyone, we shouldn't. In 
fact, try.ing to please others can distract from the One we should 
be pleasing, if-we're not careful. 

Though Paul was certainly mindful of the feelings of others, he 
wrote: 

"Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am 
·1 trying to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I 
would not be a servant of Christ." (Galatians 1: 10, N IV) 

Found lately that everyone isn't pleased with your decisions? 
Don't lose any sleep over it, as long as you're seeking to please 
the only ONE that really matters! · 

Alan Smith (Boone, ' NC) 



Ser11ing 6od 

BROKEN AND SPILLED OUT 

" ... There came a woman having an alabaster 
box of ointment of spikenard very precious: 
and she brake the box, and poured it on his 
head" (Mark 14:3)'. 

Did you ever wonder why this woman did not 
just open the lid and dot a little ointment on 
Jesus? Couldn't she have used some of it or 
Him and saved the rest? After all, this ointment 
was very costly. Spikenard was an ointment 
imported form 1.ndia. One whole jar of it 
would have cost the eq.uivalent of a common 
worker's annual income. This was more than a 
token gesture; this was a sacrificial offering. At 
this point, we should give a name to this 
woman. Her act of anointing Jesus is found in 
three of the four Gospels: Matthew, Mark and 
John. But only John tells us that she was Mary 
of Bethany, the sister of Martha and Lazarus. 
She showed up on the Gospel scene three 
times. And each time she was found at the feet 

· of Jesus (Luke 10:38-42; John 11 :31-32; John 
12: 1-8). Mary knew what real worship was all 
about, and she demonstrated that for us. 

Mary did not just use a portion of the ointment 
to anoint Jesus. She did not try to keep any of it 
for her own purposes; ·instead, she broke the 
box, and poured out all the ointment, eliminat
ing any possibility of its being saved for another 
occasion. So many want to worship the Lord 
with all kinds of reservations and restrictions. 
They make a great demonstration of their token 
gifts, but they keep the greater part of their lives 
for themselves. They may give to God an hour 
or two each week, but the rest belongs to them. 

They may ·give to God a small percentage of 
their income, but they retain ownP.rship of the 
rest: They may use some of their talents/gifts in 
god's service, but the greater part is expended 
in self-interest. Such people know nothing of 
the true worship and understand nothing about 
the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

Jesus uses broken vessels. Listen to His words 
in Matthew 21 :42,44: " .. .Did ye never read in 
the scriptures, The stone which the builders re
jected, the same is become the head of the cor
ner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous 
in our eyes? .. . And whosoever shall fall on this 
stone shall be broken: br.it on whomsoever it 
shall fall, it will grind him to powder." Those 
who fall into His service will be broken; those 
who do not will be crushed. Oh, then, let us 
fall on the Rock of Ages. Let us be broken that 
the precious contents of our lives might be 
spilled out in His service. 

A broken vessel can no longer retain its con
tents. It is powerless to withhold; therefore, it 

- freely spills out all that is within it. This is the 
purpose of the breaking. It is not so God can 
take pleasure in our pain. No! The pain is part 
of the process when we are broken, but it is not 
the purpose. The goal is the fragrance, the 
sweet aroma,that fills the air ... and the nostrils of 
God. 
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Before you complain that the price is too great, 
remember that Jesus held nothing back: He 
gave Himself for our sins with no reservations, 
no restrictions. On a cruel cross He was bro
ken and spilled out a·nd used up for us. So, 
"walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and 
hath given himself for us an offering and a sacri
fice to God for a sweet-smelling savor." (Eph. 
5:2). -Gene Strother in Pulpit Helps 

61·owth /11 Jesus 

Will THE REAL GOD PLEASE STAND UP?: 
Christianity Compared 

To Human-Made Religions 
Week Four: Hinduism 

We are now ready to proceed with a survey of 
some of the world's most widely known and 
practiced religions. As we do1 make sure to 
realize that many professed adherents of these 
religions do not really know very much about 
them! Think, for example, if a visitor from a 
country with no Christianity met an American 
who claimed to be a Christian, and formed an 
opinion of what Christianity taught based on 
what this random "Christian" believed. 
Chances are that it would not be very close to 
New Testament Christianity! Likewise, you 
may know a Hindu or a Buddhist or a Moslem 
- but it is not a good idea to base your under
standing of any of those religions based on 
what an acquaintance has told you!· Most 
adherents of these religions hold about as 
closely to the real thing as most so-called 
Christians do to the Bible. 

Hinduism is one of the world's oldest reli
gions, and also has given birth to a number of 
other religions that we shall study later. Hin
duism has developed over 'the years, but has 
ex~ted for .so long - it has existed in India for 
at least 5000 years - that its founder (if any) 
and origins are unknown. There are many 
different varieties of Hinduism now, but they 
share some basic beliefs that .have remained 
the same for many years. Hinduism teaches 
that life and the universe have no single begin
ning and no final end, but are part of an 
endless repeating cycle. Brahma is the Creator 
in Hinduism, and when needed he creates a 
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new world. The world is protected by Vishnu, 
the Preserver, but is eventually destroyed by 
Shiva, the Destroyer, only to have ' the cycle 
start up one more time. Together these three 
gods are Brahman, the World-Soul: 

Just as there is no real beginning or end to the 
universe, every creature, according to Hin
duism, is continually reincarnated. Much of 
Hindu teaching is based on the law of karma, 
which says that out of good must come good, 
and out of evil must c:ome evil. If your actions 
are not rewarded or punished immediately, 
then you can expect them to affect your next 
incarnation, so that your next life depends on 
how you lived this one. There is no escape 
from this cycle, but by living the best · life 
possible (usually considered to be a life of 
ascetic self~denial}, you can hope to at least 
avoid most of the pains and ills suffered by the 
average creature. 

Hindu society is of course known for its rigid 
caste system, wherein the status one holds 'at 
birth defines strict social and other limitations. 
Hinduism also has a collection of sacred writ
ings, including the Vedas (the best known 'is 
the Rig-Veda), the Upanishads, and the Ma
habharata (which includes the Bhagavad
_Gita), which · illustrate Hindu teachings 
through hymns and epic stories about Hindu 
figures. 

The basics of Hinduism thus do not attempt to 
seek a God in a different dimension, but rather 
attempt to make sense of this world through 
an all-inclusive moral system. Also, the Hindu 
view of life is not very positive. It is no 
surprise that at least two other major religions 
began from Hindus seeking a more po~itive 
view of the universe. - Mark Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix, pancake syrup, paper towels, 
canned fruit, coffee, muffin mix. 

Pictures 
We will be taking members pictures for the 
board in the hall today. Everyone with last name 
beginning with T through Y, please come to 
room E-32 after morning services. 

Secret sisters 
Have you encouraged your Secret Sister lately? 
A quick note to uplift her spirits or a small gift to 
acknowledge a special day or occasion can 
mean so much. We all love to see our name on 
our special table. 

Prayer Request 

8 
7 

15 
15 
15 
18 
19 
20-22 
22 
22 
28 

Calendar 
February 

Camp Workers Potluck After Services 
Deacon's Meeting 6:30 pm At John 
And Lora Bradley's Home 
Teen Core Group 
Services At Willow Brook 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting 
Bible Study At Orient 
Winterfest, Gatlinburg Tennessee 
Sunday Worship At Orient 
Singles "Eat Out Sunday" 
Youth Group, Roller Blading And 
Skating At Outer Limits 

Contribution Statements 
The contribution statements for 1997 are avail
able in the office. _ 

Leah Burnett was injured in a car accident Mon
day Night. Please pray for her recovery from in
juries (broken arm, neck lacerations and bruises). 
She is at home now if you would like to call he'r 1---------------------1 
or send her a card to brighten her day. 

Gamp Workers 
There will be a potluck for all camp workers to
day after morning services. Camp is just around 
the corner. See Charlie Yates for more informa
tion. 

last Week 

Russia 

Youth Min. 

Youth Min 

Contributions 

$5231 I AvgYTD. $5430 

$192 I Avg YTD $261 

'$841 I AvgYTD $361 

Total I ~ $2885 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening ,. 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: \Yilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 
Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, 
Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris, Charlie Yates , 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes,To_m Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The ·Story Of The Praying Hands 

For years people have admired the art masterpiece known as The 
Praying Hands. Behind this work of art is- a fascinating story of 
love and sacrifice. 

In the late fifteenth century two struggling young.art students, Al
brecht Durer and Franz Knigstein, worked as laborers to earn 
money for their art studies. But the Work was long and hard and 
it left them little time to study art. 

Finally they agreed to draw lots and let the loser support them 
both while the winner continued to study. Albrecht won, but he 
agreed to support Franz after achieving success so his friend 

I . 

could finish his studies. 

After becoming successful, Albrecht sought out Franz to keep his 
bargain. But he soon discovered the enormous sacrifice his 
friend had made. As Franz had worked at hard labor, his fingers 
had become twisted and stiff. His long, slender fingers and sen
sitive hands had been ruined for life. He could no longer man
qge the delicate brush strokes so necessary for executing fine 
paintings. But in spite of the price he had paid, Franz was not 
bitter. He was happy that his friend Albrecht had attained suc
cess. 

One day Albrecht saw his loyal friend kneeling, his rough hands 
entwined in silent prayer. Albrecht quickly sketched the hands, 
later using the rough sketch to create hi·s masterpiece known as 
The Praying Hands. · 

Pulpit Helps 

'1ust as you used to off er the parts of your 
body in slavery to impurity and to ever- , 

increasing wickedness, so now off er them in 
slavery to righteousness leading to holiness." 

Romans 6:19 



Ser11ing 6od 

THE SKELETONS IN OUR CLOSETS 

Several years back it was quite the rage. Every
one was tracing his or her family tree. Interest 

·has dropped off now, however, and I may 
know why. Too many of us were finding too 
many undesirable relatives. We found 
"skeletons" in our closets. 

I 

Jesus' family tree is traced not once but twice in 
the New Testament. And what a gen~alogy it 
is! Filled with notable figures such as Abraham 
and Jacob, David and Solomon, Hezekiah and 
Josiah. But there are other names that startle 
us --and the likes of which might cause some 
of us to call off the search for the identiti,es of 
our ancestors. Here are some cases in point. 

Rehoboam (Matthew 1 :7) was the foolish king 
so determined to begin his rule with a tough
guy image that he split the nation of Israel per
m.anently into two 'groups (cf. 1 Kings 12:1ff). 

Manasseh (Matthew 1:10) had this judgment 
passed on his SS-year reign over Judah: "He has 
don·e more evi I than the Amorites who pre
ceded him and has led Judah into sin with his 
idols" (2 Kings 21: 11 b). 

A bit unusual in the family tree of Jesus is the 
naming of four women, since Hebrew genealo
gies are typically traced through males. Almost 
bizarre, however, is that every one of the four is 
somehow "tainted" in the biblical story. 

Tamar (Matthew 1 :3), disguised as a prostitute, 
seduced_ her father-in-law into an incestuous 
liaison that led to the birth of twins fathered by 
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him (Genesis 38:6ff). 

Rahab (Matthew 1 :Sa) was a pagan woman 
who plied her trade as a· prostitute in Jericho 
before the Israelites arrived there and Yahweh 
destroyed it by a miracle Ooshua 2:1). 

Ruth '<Matthew 1 :Sb), a woman of noble char
acter, was nevertheless a Moabite (Ruth 1: 1-4). 
And the Moabites were among the people for
bidden to enter "the assembly of the Lord" for 
ten g~nerations at Deuteronomy 23:3. 

Finally, there is Bathsheba (Matthew 1 :6b), the 
woman who committed adultery with King 
David while her husband was away on military 
duty (2 Samuel 11 :1ff). 

Why tell the complete story? Why, include 
these names in Jesus' family tree? -He came to 
save us all, including those of us with tainted 
past, family stigma, or personal scandal hanging 
over our heads. The Christmas message gives 
hope to all of us. 

Jew and Gentile, male and female, distin
guished and reprobate - everyone needs a Sav
ior. In Jesus Christ there is grace greater than 
your circumstance. 

Rubel Shelly 

nBut because of his great love 
for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, made z4s alive with 

Christ even when we were dead 
in transgressions - it is by grace 

you have been saved." 
Ephesians 4:4-5 

Growth In Jesus 

• WILL THE REAL GOD PLEASE STAND UP? 

Christianity Compared 
To Human-Made Religions 

Week Five: The 6th Century BC
Birth of New Religions 

The 6th century BC saw the sudden develop
ment of several major religions. The ancient 
Hindu religion of India had two offshoots, · Bud
dhism and Jainism, that soon became major 
religions in · their own right. In China, the 
founders of both Confucianism and Taoism laid 
out the teachings and sayings that established 
those religions. Finally, in Persia, Zoroaster laid 
out the teachings of Zoroastrianism. 

Detailing all of the reasons why so many impor
tant religions began within such a · short time 
span would be beyond the scope of this study, 
but the basic reasons are clear, and help us in 
our attempts to determine whether these reli
gions have anything to offer a Christian believer. 
To oversimplify just a bit, these beliefs all origi
nated out of a feeling of dissatisfaction or dis
couragement with the more ancient religions 
(such as Hinduism). These older religions 
tended to present~ simplistic view of life, often 
explaining suffering, injustice, and other difficult 
questions with trite sayings that rationalized in
action, or even blamed suffering on the sufferers. 
These religions usually offered a most vague 
explanation ofwhat came after death, Hinduism 
and its reincarnation idea being the most con
crete. Often they were ci.lso rather negative in 
their view of existence. Their "sacred" writings 
tended to be obscure, and offered very little 
solace or encouragement, only fodder for the 

3 

arcane discussions of rligious professionals. For 
all of these and other reasons, the time came 
when many individuals interested_ in religion had 
the same idea of trying their hand at creating 
their own religion. 

We shall examine these specific religions in turn 
over the next few weeks, but first it is worth
while to stop and understand some of the gen
eral differences between the way that these' 
human-made religions began and the way that 
Christianity came into being. Christianity arose 
as the will of God, not of humans. There was no 
popular outcry at the time o.f Jesus' birth fa~ 
someone to offer themselves as a sacrifice for the 
sins of everyone else. There was an outcry for a 
"Messiah" to save the Jews from the Romans, but 
that is not what Jesus came to do. Even the 
discerning Jews, who knew their Scriptures well 
enough to know that the time was right for the 
Messiah, failed to understand what he came for. 
Only God knew the kind of Savior that the world 
needed, so Jesus' mission was God's idea, not 
humanity's. Christianity did not arise as a revolt 
against Judaism, or as the result of public de
mands, or as a church committee's determina
tion of how best to rewrite their doctrine for a 
new age. Nor did it originate (as did, for exam
ple, Confucianism) as a human attempt to (:reate 
an ideal earthly society. 

This sets Christianity apart from these other reli
gions, which were all created by acts of human , 
will. The main teachings of Christianity all 
reveal needs, priorities, and solutions that o'nly 
God could think of, and only God Mid meet. 
No human would ever have designed Christian
ity, and it stands out from the many religions that 
humans have invented both in its origins and its 
nature. 

- Mark Carner 



Family lnformatio11 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in -need of the following: 
pancake mix, pancake syrup, paper towels, 
canned fruit, coffee, muffin mix. 

Church· Library 
Please-stop and look at the bulletin board in the 
foyer. The list of books that need adopted is fi
nally completed. We hope that everyone.can 
help and adopt a book. There is a sheet at the 
bottom with instructions on how to purchase the 
book for the library. Thanks! 

News From Sue Barton 
Sue is doing much better with chemotherapy this 
time and feels great. She travels to Austin once a 
week to work for weight watchers and she is 
teaching the ladies bible class. Sue feels that 
Bailey is now 100% recovered from his il'lness 
and he is back,to work full time. 

IHI ......_ ~ 
ow sweet ~ 

are your words to mytasto, 
S'UJOel,qr than honey Jo my mouth. 

-Psalm 119:103 

' 

Calendar 
February 

15 Teen Core Group· 
15 Services At Willow Brook 
15 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
18 50's Plus Meeting 
19 Bible Study At Orient 
20-22 Winterfest, Gatlinburg Tennessee 
22 Sunday Worship At Orient 
22 Singles "Eat Out Sunday" 
28 Youth Group, Roller Blading And 

Skating At Outer Limits 

Contribution Statements 
The contribution statements for 1997 are avail
able in the office. 

Contributions 

Last Week $4884 Avg YTD $5352 

Russia $296 Avg YTD $266 

I Youth Min. $266 I Avg YTD $350 

1 Youth Min Total I ..... , 
$3151 

Sel"Vices 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, · 
Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, 
Lou L~wrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris, 'Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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There's A Bear Behind You! 

The park ranger was leading a group of hikers to a lookout tower 
in Yellowstone National Park. Along the way he pointed out 
some of the famous sites in the park. He was so intent on the 
stories he was telling, that he paid no attention when his two
way radio received a message. He turned it down. Later they 
stopped to look at some flowers and view some of the birds in 
nearby trees. Once again his radio distracted the ranger, so this 
ti me he turned it off. 

As the group neared the lookout tower they were met by a nearly 
breathless ranger who asked why the guide hadn't responded to 
the messages on his radio. From their viewpoint, high in the 
tower, some other rangers had observed a large grizzly bear · 
stalking the group. They had been trying desperktely to warn the 
hikers. 

Many times we are so involved in person'al activities and pursuits 
in this life, we don't pay attention to the voice of God trying to 
get through to us. Sometimes we turn down the volume. Some
time~ we don't pay attention. Sometimes we even turn Him off. 

If God is trying ,to get through to us, we can be sure it is for a 
good reason. 

Pulpit Helps 

'My sheep listen to my voice; I know 
them, and they follow me. I give them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish; 
no one can snatch them out of my hand." 

John 10:27-28 



Ser11ing 6od 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

I 

Two flies landed on a man's head. One said to the other, "There have been some mighty big 

changes made around here. Why, the last time we visited this place, there was just a foot path. 

Now, there is a whole landing strip." 

We, too, see change all around us and I write to you to "B" a part of that change. 

B - sure that you announce far and wide you intention of being in our power-packed, Christ

anointed services. 

• 
B - sure that you have invited a number of people to witness the power of God's love with you. 

B - friendly .and let the love and beauty of Je~us be seen in you. The joy of the Lord is our 

strength! 

B - sure you arrive early so that you can greet all new visitors and share in rich Christian 

fellowship . 

B - optimistic! This means a contagious healthfulness, happiness, hopefulness. 

B - worshipful! What a worship team we have to lead us. The blessings will be greater as you 

participate in the praise and worship service, all to God's glory. 

B - ready! God has great things in store for Northland, so "let everything that has breath praise 

the Lord." 

B - in God's house this Sunday! 

Don Gillespie 
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6rowth In Jesus 

WILL THE REAL GOD PLEASE STAND UP? 
Christianity Compared 

To Human-Made Religions 

Week Six: Buddhism & Jainism 

Both Buddhism and the lesser-known Jainism 
arose from Hinduism in the 6th century BC (see 
last week for more on that). Both were started by 
individuals of royal lineage and religious fami
lies. Bpth Buddha and Mahavira (the founder of 
Jainism) thought intently about the teachings of 
Hinduism, and concluded that there should be a 
better way. 

Prince Gautama Siddhartha lived from 563-483 
BC. Years of deep devotion to Hinduism led 
him to seek to make sense of the aspects that 
confused him. He found little hope in the 
seemingly endless cycle of reincarnations and 
recreations of the world, and was especially 
disturbed by the use of Hinduism to support 
India's rigid and socially oppressive caste sys
tem. He thus came to reject not only his royal 
position but also much of Hinduism, including 
its system of sacrifices and its Scriptures, the 
Vedas. He did not reject Hinduism entirely, but 
instead chose to build a new way based only on 
certain key elements of it. He built especially 
upon the I.aw of karma (from good must come 
good, and from evil must come evil), prominent 
in Hinduism, and the concept of Nirvana 
(nothingness), a less significant teaching of the 
Hindus. 

Siddhartha rejected all prayers and sacrifices, 
and also gods as creators of the world. He 
taught that the way to truth and lasting reward 
came solely through karma. Thus, one's fate and 
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identity are entirely self-determined, not ~efined 
by gods, priests, or anyone else. His new way 
in.volved simplifying and re-interpreting Hindu 
ethics and practices. His followers called him 
"The Enlightened One", which in their language 
is "Buddha". The religion of Buddhism is thus 
"Enlightenment". Buddha taught that the goal 
was to reach Nirvana, which is not a sensual 
heaven, but a complete release (nothingness) 
from the world's struggles and limitations. The 
world goes bn forever, but anyone can escape it 
forever through enlightened living, breaking out 
of the cycle of endless reincarnations. 

Meanwhile, Prince Nataputta Vardhamana 
(likely 556-484 BC, though quoted dates vary) 
was offering his 'own revision of Hinduism. He 
also taught that salvation car:ne from within one
self, but in a different way. Vardhamana came to 
be known as Mahavira ("The Great Hero"). He 
taught asceticism (self-denial), vegetarianism, 
and absolute non-violence (eyen in self-defense). 
After his death, .his followers. claimed he was one 
of a group of "Conquerors" Uains or Jinas) who 
formed the new religion. Today, while Bud
dhism has spread over large areas of the world, 
Jainism has 'only about 3 million adherents in 
India. 

Both of these faiths, though elaborately designed 
as a deeply considered response to perceived 
human needs, make the same fundamental de
parture from a true search for God. Both Buddha 
and Mahavira, in rejecting the crude versions of 
"God" that they had been taught, failed to look 
for the true God. Instead, they looked within 
themselves for salvation. So from the beginning, 
their faiths cold be no more than philosophies 
hoping to bring satisfaction, as no genuine God 
or relationship with him was held as a goal. 

- Mark Carner 
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Family Information Calendar Calendar 
February . 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 

20-22 Winterfest, Gatlinburg Tennessee 
pancake mix, pancake syrup, peanut butter, 

22 Sunday Worship At Orient 
coffee, dry beans. 

22 Singles "Eat Out Sunday." 

Help Needed 
28 Youth Group, Roller Blading And 

Skating At Oute~ Edge 6:30-9:00 
A Wednesday night teacher for group activity, 

' . 
grades 2nd-5th is needed to start in. March. See March , 
Gretchen Estep or Julia Steva if you can help. 

Hospitalized 
4 SO's Plus Meeting 
8 Picture Taking Resumes 

Hide Estep, Roy's mother, is in the hospital in 8 New Sunday Classes Start 
Charleston, WV undergoing tests and possibly 11 New Wednesday Classes Start 
surgery. Please keep her iri your prayers. 1 3-15 Teen Retreat At Atwood Lake 

15 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Coming Soon 15 Make-Up For Picture Taking 

"For Worse Or Possibly Better" A zany musical 18 SO's Plus Meeting 
comedy about a soul searching couple who after 21 "For Worse Or Possibly Better" 
many challenges with money, communications, A Musical Comedy About Marriage 
careers, a trip to Africa and an ever ringing 7:30 PM 
"telephone" .. discover a world of topsy turvey ' 
priorities and return to the roots of their Christian 
faith. An hour of colorful dialog and song to en-
lighten and entertain 'your heart. Saturday night, 

Contributions March 21st at 7:30 pm. 

Last Week $5520 Avg YTD $5373 
The Bible Reveals ... 

While the Bible reveals the wickedness in the Russia $230 Avg YTD $261 

heart of man, it also reveals the grace and mercy Youth Min. $151 Avg YTD $330 
in the heart of God. 

-The Fountain Youth Min Total ..... $3302 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 

9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Jolln Bradley, 
10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, 
5:30 pm Lou Lawrence, S~m Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

, Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Expectations 

Reaching the end of a job intervie~, the Human Resources Person 
asked the young MBA fresh out of MIT, "And what starting salary 
were you looking for?" The candidate responded, "In the neighbor
hood of $125,00 a year, depending on the benefits package." The HR 
person said, "Well, what would you say to a package of 5-weeks va
cation, 14 paid holidays, full medical and dental, company matching 
retirement fund to 50% salary, and a company car leased every two 
years - say a red Corvette?" The graduate sat up mouth agape and 
said, "Wow! Are you kidding?". And the HR person responded, 
"Certainly .... but you started it!" 

That's the trouble with a lot of young people today (I thought I would 
never be old enough to say that!)- they want to start at the top and 
work their way up from there. 

We as Christians are sometimes the same way. We want what's at 
' "the top" without going through what lies below .. For example, we 

want patience (and we want it right now!), but we don't want the tri
als that develop patience. We'd rather start at the top. J~es said, 

"My brothers and sisters, when you have many kinds of troubles, you 
should be full of joy, because you know that these troubles test your 
faith, and this will give you patience." (James 1 :2-3, NCV). 

Have you prayed for patience lately? Expect God to give it to you 
immediately. And, on top of that, you'll never have any problems in 
life at all. None! Everything will always go smoothly. You'll suffer 
no injustices, experience no heartaches, and never know what it 
means to fail. Am I kidding? Certainly .... but you started it! 

May the troubles you experience today lead you toward patience and 
maturity in the days to come (no kidding!). 

Alan Smith, Boone, NC 
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Family Fun 

.J.CUJw 
.. GIDEON. HAVE YOU SEEN, MY.GOOD FLEECE( 

SEE JUDGES 6:36-40. 
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6rowth /11 Jesus 
' 

Will THE REAL GOD PLEASE STAND UP? 

Christianity Compared To 
Human-Made Religions 

Week Seven: Confucianism 

The Chinese people and culture are among the 
world's oldest, and Chinese religions have roots 
going back thousands of years. The earliest 
Chinese religions were animistic or naturali~tic, 
worshiping various spirit beings, with , a vague 
idea of higher spirits above them. Over time, the 
Chinese also came to worship their ancestors, 
and offered sacrifices to them. In the 6th century 
BC, two famous teachers responded to China's 
religious practices in different ways. Confucius 
built on the traditional beliefs and turned thern 
into a systematic and methodical view of soci
ety, while Lao-tze (the founder of Taoism, which 
we'll study next wee~) created an entirely differ
ent vision of the truth. 

Ch'iu K'ung (probably 551-478 BC) was raised in 
poverty by his widowed mother, who encour
aged him from an early age to lead a life of 
serious study., He entered the civil service, 
where his reputation for vast knowledge of many 
subj'ects brought him into great demand. So 
many persons in his region used to come to his 
home to ask questions and hear hi.m lecture that 
he soon became known as K'ung-fu-tze, which 

· means K'ung the Philosopher. English speakers 
pronounc;:e his name as Confucius. Confucius 
held various . government positions throughout 
his life, and expounded his'teachings on social, 
ethical, political, and religious subjects. After his 
death, his grandson Keigh collected Confucius's 
teachings and writings to preseive them, and 
about a century later Mang-tze (Mang the 
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Philosopher, known in English as Mencius) orga
nized the spread of Confucius' teachings 
throughout China, establishing Confucianism as 
a dominant philosophical-religious force in the 
nation. 

Confucianism combines a heavy stress on basic 
virtues, such as courage, sincerity, truthfulness, 
and others, with a comprehensive statement of 
the deep importance of societal relationships, 
especially within the family. Confucius saw 
good morals as the way to solve all of society's 
problems, and missed no opportunity in his own 
career to put his teachings into practice. He 
taught his followers to devote careful study to 
the writings of the past, especially the "I ·Ching", 
or "Book of the Changes". One of Confucius' 
favorite themes was "filial piety", the responsibil
ity of the younger generation to the older. Ironi
cally, Confucius' own son Le was hard-headed 
and irresponsible, and refused to take an interest 
.in the many fields of learning to which Confu
cius devoted ~imself. 

Confucianism is not actually a "religion" in the 
same way as the others we are studying, but is 
usually classed as one because of its great influ
ence, both historically and today. A Confucian
ist can also be a Buddhist, Taoist, or ·even si 
denominational Christian. There is. obviously 
nothing in Confucius' teachings that attempts to 
seek a God in a world or dimension higher than 
ours, and in fact it firmly emphasizes the impor
tance of even the minor activities in this present 
world. Thus, wise and learned as Confucius may 
have been, his philosophy offers nothing to 
those who want to' seek the true and living God. 

- Mark Carner 
\ 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix, pancake syrup, peanut butter, 
coffee, dry beans. 

Calendar 
Y. • 

4 50's Plus Meeting 
8 ' Picture Taking Resumes 
8 New Sunday Classes Start 
11 New Wednesday Classes Start 
1 3-1 5 Teen Retreat At Atwood La~e 
15 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
15 Make-Up For Picture Taking 
18 50's Plus Meeting 
21 "For Worse Or Possibly Better" 

New Bible Classes Start Soon 
Spring Adult classes begin next Sunday, March 
8th and the following Wednesday, March 11th. 
There wi 11 be two classes at each ti me for you to 
choose from on Sundays, Frank Chappell will 
teach a study on Romans, covering the many im
portant topics in that book, and Mark Garner will 
teach a class on the Nature of God/Evidences for 
God, the first part of a two quarter expansion of 
the Christian Evidences class. On Wednesday, 
Mike Hipes will continue the "Hot Potato" class, 
covering many topics requested by the current 
class, and Steve Carver and Jack Dunkin will 
teach a class on "Spiritual Warfare" that they 

A Musical Comedy About Marriage 
7:30 PM 

' have developed with their' small group. 

Baby Sitter Needed 
Pat Stevens needs a babysitter for a few weeks 
beginning March 19th._ Contact Jodi Bridges for 
further information or call 258-3073. 

' Can The Lord Send You ? 
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
"Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?" 
And I said, "Here am I. Send me!" 

A bl« MualcAl Cot.tart 

I ,'~;f-· 
·~··"'= .- ;n ,___ ' .. . ~· ~ -
'· I ....... 

... , I ._ .. , ,.,_ . .. ' # , _ ~:, ., . . I 

f(Om Ill!< "111\lda ot Mfc:a- ""the 
-U1111s GI~

M>l'fl"K",. r..11 oh••~l 

Contributions 

Last Week $4604 I Avg YTD 

Russia $236 I Avg YTD 

Youth Min. $285 I Avg YTD 

Isaiah 6:7 •Youth Min Total .... 
$5288 

$259 

$326 

$3587 

Sel"\lices 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 
Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, 
Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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"Peter said unto Him, Lord, why cannot I follow Thee nov.v?" 
John 13:37 

There are times when you cannot understand why you cannot do 
what you want to do. When God brings the blank space, see 
that you do not fill it in, but wait. The blank space may come in 
order to teach you what sanctification means, or it may come af
ter sanctification to teach you what service means. Never run . 
before God's guidance. If there is the slightest doubt, then He is 
not guiding. Whenever there is doubt - don't. 

I 

In the beginning you may see clearly what God's will is - the 
severance of a friendship, the breaking off of a business relation
ship( something you feel distinctly before God is His will for you 
to do, never do it on the impulse of that feeling. If you do, you 
will end in making difficulties that will take years of time to put 
right. Wait for God's time to bring it round and He will do it 
without any heartbreak or disappointment. When it is a question 
of the providential will of God, wait for God to move .. 

Peter did not wait on God, he forecast in his mind where the test 
would come, and the test came where he did not expect it. "I 
will lay down my life for Thy sake." Peter's declaration was hon
est but ignorant. ·"Jesus answered him' ... The cock shall not 
crow, till .thou hast denied Me thrice." This was said with a 
deeper knowledge of Peter than Peter had of himself. He could, 
not follow Jesus because he did not know himself, of what he 
was capable. Natural devotion may be all very well to attract us 
to Jesus, to make us feel His fascination, but it will never make 
us disciples. Natural devotion will always deny Jesus some
where or other. 

Oswald Chambers 



Ser11ing 6od 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL AT NORTHLAND? 

Have you ever wondered why Northland doesn't 
have a Vacation Bible School??? Well, we do and 
it's a lot better than most VBS programs you are 
familiar with. It's an intensive, week long pro
gram, very highly rated and run by highly spiri
tual, loving people, your brothers and sisters at 
Northland. It's intensive and involves a high level 
of dedication by the church. The children learrJ 
and pray together many times a day. But at North
land we call our VBS program by a different 
name, we call it, CHURCH CAMP!!!!' 

Have you made plans for the summer yet? Are 
you looking for a way to serve God with your spe
cial talents and gifts?' Then please join us at North-: 
western Ohio Christian Youth Camp this year. 
Mark your, calendar now for June 14-20!!! This is · 
your chanc~ to serve God and your family at 
Northland while doing something rewarding and 
FUN. This summer activity program is endorsed 
and supported by the leaders at Northland. We 
are called to serve the Lord and be united in all 
things. How is your attitude feeling towards our 
camp?? Please be praying about it, we desperately 
need your help!!! As they say, "WWJD?" 

FYI, some facts about our camp: 

1. We use adult, Christian counselors only. 
Most of them are your brothers and sisters 
from Northland. 

2. The camp philosophy centers around inten
sive teaching of the word to all campers 
through lessons, singing, praying and fun and 
fellowship. Our goal is to plant the word in 
their hearts, love them, and show Christ to 
them by our example and by giving them our 
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time and care. The camp motto is, "Jesus 
first, others secon,d, self last." 

3. The camper to staff ratio is projected to be 
about 5/1 . 

4. Most of 01,.1r campers are repeat campers who 
have enjoyed our camp in past years: Some 
of our counselors were actually children 
campers themselves when they were young 
and .are now serving the camp as they were 
served in the past. 

5. Cost of camp is kept very low by th~ir fer
vent dedication of the board of NWOCYC 
and is only $70.00 for the week. This in
cludes 24 hour supervision of your child, . 
complete food service and nursing staff, life
guard and pool service, and class and crafts 
materials. 

The director for camp this year is Charlie Yates. 
Some returning and new staff will include: Beth 
Tignor, Delois Yates, Harry Grafton, Cindy 
Grafton, Lora Bradley, John Bradley, Mike Hipes, 
Margie Hipes, Jack Evans, Chip Evans, Wilbur 
Allen, Lloyd Snyder, Mike Evans, Leisha Evans, 
Greg Coleman, Desa Coleman, Vicki Thomas, 
Emily Thorne, Greg Hunt, Kathy Hunt, Brenda 
McGuire, Bryan McGuire,Frank Chappell, and 
Dana Morris as our lifeguard. How about you? 
Why not take some time off from your job, shop
ping, and running in the rat race. and come spend 
some time with the body of Christ in a spirit filled 
activity that is fun and much more rewarding then -
any worldly pleasure or activity you would other
wise do. Co~e spend time contemplating God 
and spreading the good news to children and oth
ers. Sure it takes time and effort on your part, but 
what worthwhile thing doesn't? Just 
remember-the rewards are not just temporal, they 
are eternal!!! Come on and join in the service of 
the Lord. · Show your support, love and dedication 
for the body of Christ. 
... OUR CHILDREN ARE WATCHING ... 

-Chip Evans 

Growth In Jes11s 

WILL THE REAL GOD PLEASE STAND UP?: 
Christianity Compared 

To Human-Made Religions 

Week Eight: Taoism 

Confucius was not the only renowned Chi
nese philosopher of his time. LaoTtze, the 
founder of Taoism, was born about 50 years 
before Confucius, and the two's teachings be
came popular around the same time. Lao-tze 
means "The Old Philosopher", which is what 
everyone called him. His real name was 
probably Li, but even in his own lifetime, little 
was known about his personal life. He was a 
greatly respected figure, but often deliberately 
hostile and intentionally elusive. Confucius 
and Lao-tze met on exactly one occasion in 
their lives. Confucius listened with great pa
tience to the older ·man, and told his own 
followers that Lao-tze's philosophy held much 
yvisdom. Lao-tze, on the other hand, ridiculed 
Confucius' teachings, especially his belief that 
we can change, others through our own 
virtues, and his faith in human teachers. 

\ 

Despite their many differences, Confucius and 
Lao-tze had similar motivations for developing 
their beliefs: Both were appalled at the incom
petence, disorder, and needless problems they 
observed in so many areas of human affairs. 
But, whereas Confucius thought he could 
change these timeless problems through the 
force of his reasoning power and good inten
tions, Lao-tze attempted instead to find a level 
bf significance to our existence that rejected 
the importance of most of the things that 
humans deem important. 
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Li, the future Lao-tze, was born sometime 
before 600 BC ' As a young man, he became 
the Keeper of the Imperial Library, and he 
remained so for many years. His vast knowl
edge and outspoken opinions won him the 
name . of "Tne Ol·d Philosopher'.'. Eventually 
he became ,so hostile to society's values and 
faults that-he withdrew completely. Before he 
left, he wrote ·down a short book containing 
his teachings called the Tao-Te-Ching. The 
word Tao translates roughly as "way" or 
"path", and the religion named for these. teach
ings is called Taoism. 

The Tao-Te-Ching begins. with the famous 
lines "The Way (Tao) that can be expressed is 
not the eternal Way. The name that can be 
defined is not the unchanging name." Lao
tze's teachings WE;!re obscure, ethereal, and 
naturalistic, rejecting not only conventional 
human standards of living, but also conven
tional standards of reasoning. Taoism is thus a 
mystical religfon that offers no certainties ex
cept uncertainty, proclaiming this as the way 
t~· avoid the futility of the fruitless ways that 
most humans spend their lives. 

Chuang-tze, a disciple of Lao-tzet popularized 
Taoism through his entertaining and prolific 
writings. As Taoism's popularity grew, many 
versions took on superstitious or ritualistic 
practices unrelated to its essence. Nonethe
less, most versions still· retain the naturalistic 
and elusiye character of the original Taoists. 
To a Christian, Taoism represents a good start 
gone wrong. lao-tze correctly perceived the 
emptiness of living for any purpose in this 
world, but because he looked for meaning to 
himself and natur~, and not to the living God, 
he could find nothing positive or definite to 
live for instead. -Mark Carner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is ,in need of the following: 
pancake mix, pancake syrup, peanut butter, 
coffee. 

Girl's Night_Out 
Girl's Night Out is scheduled for Monday, March 
30. The meeting place•has not been decided yet. 
Watch your bulletin for more information. 

Congratulations 
Jack and Chip Evans are pleased to announce 
that they have another grandchild, Andrew born 
Monday afternoon. The parents, Andy and 
Sherry are doing fine, and so is grandpa Jack. 

Welcome 
Elvah Donald placed membership. The address 
and phone number is: 4281 Olmsted Rd., New 
Albany, Ohio 43054, 855-4585 

Congratulations 
James Conkle was baptized last week. His ad-
dress and phone number is: 3448 Darbyshire 
Dr., Hilliard, Ohio 43026, 876-5658. 

Help needed 
The Food Pantry needs volunteers to sign a 
schedule (by the office door) if you can help pre-
pare orders for our Food Pantry clients on 
Wednesday Evenings beginning April 1st. 

I 

I 

I 

Calendar 

March 

8 Picture Taking Resumes 
8 New Sunday Classes Start 
11 New Wednesday Classes Start 
1 3-1 5 Teen Retreat At Atwood Lake 
15 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
15 Make-Up For Picture Taking 
18 50's Plus Meeting 
19 Bible Study At Orient 
21 "For Worse Or Possibly Better" 
30 Girl's Night Out 

Cards And Prayers Requested 
Hickle Estep is in Willowbrook room 120. 
Cards and prayers are requested at this time. 

Contributions 

Last Week $5901 Avg YTD $5349 

Russia $302 AvgYTD $263 

Youth Min. $512 Avg YTD $342 

Youth Min Total ~ 
I 

$4099 

Sel"\lices 

Sunday· Bible Study 
SunC!ay Wonhlp Service· 
Sunday EvenJng 
Wednesday E-venlng 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm_ 

Elilers: Wilbur .AJlen; Frank Chappell~ Rey Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
·Deacons:- Brian ArnbJCl, Tom 'Barnhardt, Joe Barazzini, John Sradley, 
Steve Carver. Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans; Don Gillespie, 
Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Becyl McMasters, 
Mark MOrris, .Cliadie Yates 
.erangelists: Mike I:iipes,Tom Ba(Ilbardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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After The Life Of Power 
THE AHERWARDS OF THE LIFE OF POWER 

"Whither t' go, thou canst not follow Me now; but thou shalt follow Me 
afterwards." John 13:36 

"And when He had spoken this, He saith unto him, Follow Me." Three 
years before, Jesus had said :... "Follow Me," and Peter had followed 
easily, the fascination of Jesus was upon him, he did not need the Holy 
Spirit to help him to do it. Then he came to the place where he denied 
Jesus, and his heart broke. Then he received the Holy Spirit, and now_ 
Jesus says again - "Follow Me." There is no figure in front now saving 
he Lord Jesus Christ. The first "Follow Me" had nothing mystical in it, 
itwas an external following; now it is a following in internal martyr
dom (cf. John 21: 18). 

Between these times Peter had denied Jesus with.oaths and curses, he 
had come to the end of himself and all his self-sufficiency, there was 
not one strand of himself he would ever rely upon again, and in his 
destitution he was in a fit condition to receive an impartation from the 
risen Lord. "He breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the 
Holy Ghost." No matter what changes Go.d has wrought in you, never 
rely upon them, build only on a Person, the Lord Jesus Christ, and on 
the Spirit He gives. 

All our vows and resolutions end in denial because we have no power 
to carry them out. When we have come. to the end of ourselves, not in 
imagination but really, we are able to receive the Holy Spirit. "Receive 
ye the Holy Ghost" - the idea is that of invasion. There is only one 
lodestar in the life now, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Oswald Chambers 

Simon Peter asked him, .r.1Eor:d, where .. 
ar.e you g<1ing?" Jesus replit:d, "Where 
.1 am going, yowcannot follaw, now, 

but you will foltQw later." 
John 13:36 



Se1·11i11g 6od 

CHARACTERISTICS OF 
THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 

(Part One) 

The difference between Christians and the 
rest of mankind is not a matter of national
ity, or language, or custol'!ls. Christians do 
not live apart in separate cities of thei ~ 
own, speak ~ny special dialect, nor practise 
any eccentric way of life. The cdoctrine 
they profess is not the invention of busy hu
man minds and brains, nor are they, like 
some, adherents of this or that school of 
human thought. They pass their lives in 
whatever township - Greek or foreign -
each man's lot has determined; and con
form to ordinary local usage in their cloth
ing, diet, and other habits. Nevertheless, 

·the organization of their community does 
exhibit some featu,res that are remarkable, 
and even surprising. For instance, though 

. they are residents at home in their own 
countries, their behaviour there is more I ike 
that of transients; they take their full pqrt as 
citizens, but they also submit to anything 
and everything as if they were aliens. For 
them, any foreign country is a motherland, 
and any motherland is a foreign country. 
Like other men, they marry and beget chil
dren, though they do not expose their in
fants. Any Christian is free to share his 
neighbour's table, but never his marriage
bed. Though destiny has placed them here 
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in the flesh, they do not live after the flesh; 
their days arc passed on the earth, but their 
citizenship is above in th~ heavens. They 
obey the prescribed laws, but in their own 
private I ives they transcend the laws. They 
shuw love to all men -·and all men perse
cute them. They are misunderstood, and 
condemned; yet by suffering death they are 
quickened into life. They are poor, yet 
making many rich; lacking all things, yet 
having all things in abundance. They are 
dishonoured, yet made glorious in their 
very dishonour; slandered, yet vindicated. 
They repay calumny with ble.ssings, and 
abuse with courtesy. For the good they do, 
they suffer stripes as evi I doers; and under 
the strokes they rejoice like men given new 
I ife. Jews assai I them as heretics, and 
Greeks harass them with persecutions; and 
yet of all their ill-wishers there is not one 
who can produce good grounds for his hos
tility. 

From the anonymous 
"Epistle to Diognetus," early 2"d Century 

. "They devoted themselves to 
the apostles' teaching and to 
the fellowship, to the break- . 
ing of bread and to prayer. 
Everyone was filled with 
awe, and many wonders 

' and miraculous signs were 
done by the apostles. " 

Acts 2:42 

6,.owth /11 Jesus 

Will THE REAL GOD PLEASE STAND UP? 
Christianity Compared 

To Human-Made Religions 
Week Nine: Zoroastrianism 

There is one other major religion that began in 
the 6th century BC. Zoroaster lived in ancient 
Persia (Iran); though the exact dates of his life 
are uncertain. The Persians originally had a 
naturalistic religion, with more "gods" added 
over time. By the time Zoroaster lived, ritual 
and superstitiori had led to organized religion 
in Persia consisting of numerous greedy 
"priests" and other leaders who used their 
"gods" to make money, by promising to per
suade their gods to act on behalf of those who 
paid them. For much of his life, Zoroaster 
humbly accepted the established gods, de
voted himself to doing good works, and won
dered about the origins of good and evil. 

But when the phoniness and hypocrisy of the 
organized religions became too clear, in de
spair he left his family and friends to withdraw 
to a mountain to think. He believed that good 
and evil were absolute and unchangeable, so 
he concluded that each must have one abso
lute source. He determined that there are only 
two divine powers, one the creator of every
thing good, Ahura Mazda, and the other the 
creator of everything evil, Angra Manyu. He 
then interpreted all of life as a battle between 
these two forces, seeing the goal of'Our lives as 
joining the side of the good force to help it 
win. He thus rejected most sacrifices and 
rituals, as being irrelevant to this reality. He 
taught extensively on ethics and morality, 
based on his view of the battle between good' 
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& evil. He wrote a book, the Scriptures of 
7ororistririnism, cr:illP.ci thP. AvP..c;ta. 
Zoroaster's approach to 'popularizing his reli
gion concentrated on winning over powerful 
or influential individuals, because he was con
vinced that the average person did not have 
enough education to appreciate his teachings. 
He did eventually win over his king through 
debate with the other wise men of the king
dom, and for a time 'Zoroastrianism experi
enced a widespread following. But in later 
generations, it was undermined by corrupt 
and superstitious practices. And after Al~xan
der the Great's invasion of Persia, the Greeks 
stamped out all Persian religions as far as 
possible (the Greeks' usual practice). 

Today, Zoroastrianism has very few adherents 
of its own. It's significance is found more in 
the external influence of Zoroaster's basic 
ideas. His dualistic concept of a divine source 
of good battling a divine source of evil has 
influenced many other religions and philoso
phies. When the Jews were in exile under 
Persian rule, some were influenced by 
Zoroaster's teachings. Many persons mistak
enly view Christianity as no more than aver
sion of Zoroaster's portrayal of a battle be
tween good & evil. Even in recent times, 
philosophers such as the German atheist Niet
zsche have been .influenced by him. 

Zoroaster was right in rejecting ritual and su
perstition, and in rejecting any petty or 
worldly ends as a basis for religion. But 
Christians should understand that his version 
of God is simplistic, and trivializes God's pur
poses. The living God is much more than a 
"good" cartoon super-hero battling an "evil" 
cartoon super-villain. 

-Mark Carner 



Family lnforination 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
canned fruit, pancake syrup, peanut butter, 
coffee. 

Help Still Needed! 
The Food Pantry needs volunteers to sign a 
schedule (by the office door) if you can help pre
pare orders for our Food Pantry clients on 
Wednesday Evenings beginning April 1st. 

Thanks 
Thank you to our family at Northland from the 
high school group. Thank you for giving prayers, 
money, vans, and all kinds of support for our re~ 
treat. You are a blessing to us! 

Think 
Of stepping on shore and finding it heaven! 

Of taking hold of a hand and finding it Gods! 

Of breathing new air and finding it celestial air! 

Of fee.ling invigorated and finding it immortality! 

Of passing from storm and tempest, to an 
unbroken calm; 

Of waking up and finding yourself home! 

Calendal' 

March 

1 3-1 5 Teen Retreat At Atwood Lake 
15 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
15 Make-Up For Picture Taking 
18 50's Plus Meeting 
19 Bible Study At Orient 
20 Single's Devotional, 7:30 pm 
21 "For Worse Or Possibly Better" 
22 Teen Core Group 
29 Single's "Eat-Out" At Don Pablo's 
30 Girl's Night Out 

Hickle Estep, Roy's mother, is back at Willow 
Brook. Her room number is 120. 

Contributions 

Last Week $5284 I Avg YTD $5343 

Russia $220 I Avg YTD $259 

Youth Min. $296 I Avg YTD $338 

-Faith in the Future 1 Youth Min Total I ..._ $4395 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
' s:3o pm 

7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 
Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, 
Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evmif!elists: Mike Hioes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Who Are You? 
The following story is told about a United Airlines gate agent in Denver, 
Colorado who was confronted with a passenger who probably deserved to 
fly as cargo: 

During the final days at Denver's old Stapleton airport, a crowded United 
flight was canceled. A single agent was rebooking a long line of inconve
nienced travelers. 

Suddenly and angry passenger pushed his way to the desk. He slapped his 
ticket down on the counter and said, "I HAVE to be on this flight and it has 
to be FIRST CLASS." 

The agent replied, "I'm sorry sir. I'll be happy to try to help you, but I've 
got to help these folks first, and I'm sure we'll be able to work something 
out." 

The passenger was unimpressed. He asked loudly, so that the passengers 
behind him could hear, "Do you have any idea who I am?" 

I 

Without hesitating, the gate agent smiled and grabbed her public address 
microphone. "May I have your attention please?" she began, her voice 
bellowing throughout the terminal. "We have a passenger here at the gate 
WHO DOES NOT KNOW WHO HE IS. If anyone can help him find his 
identity, please come to gate 17." 

The folks behind him in line began laughing hysterically. Although the 
flight was canceled and people were late, they were no longer angry at 
United. 

I grew up in a time when people spent a lot of time trying to "find them
selves" (though I never quite figured out exactly what they were looking 
for). Do we have any idea who we are? Those of us who are Christians 
are children of God. That doesn't make us "special", but it does give 
meaning to our lives. · 

"For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. For 
you did not receive the spirit of bondqge again to fear, but you received 
the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, 'Abba, Father.' The Spirit Him
self bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if chil
dren, then heirs - heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suf
fer with Him, that we may also be glorified together." (Romans 8:14-17). 
Do you have any idea who you are?- -Alan Smith 



Ser11ing 6od 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE CHRISTIAN 
COMMUNITY 

(Part Two) 

To put it briefly, the relation of Christians to the 
world is that of a soul to the body. As the soul 
is diffused through every part of the body, so 
are Christians through al I the cities of the 
world . The soul, too, inhabits the body, while 
at the same time forming no part of it; and 
Christians inhabit the world, but they are not 
part of the world. The soul, invisible herself, is 
iryimured within a visible body; so Christfans 
can be recognized in the world, but their Chris
tianity itself remains hidden from the eye. The 
flesh hates the soul, and wars against her with
out any provocation, because she is an obstacle 
to its own self-indulgence; and tbe world simi
larly hates the Christians without provocation, 
because they are opposed to its pleasures. Al I 
the same, the soul loves the flesh and all its 
members, despite their hatred for her; and 
Christians, too, love those who hate them. The 
soul, shut up inside the body, nevertheless 
holds the body together; and though they are 
confined within the world as ina dungeon, it is 
Christians who hold the world together. The 
soul, which is immortal, must dwell in a mortal 
tabernade; and Christians, as they sojourn for a 
while in the midst of corruptibility here, look 
for incorruptibility in the heavens. Finally, just 
as to be stinted of food and drink makes for the 
soul's improvement, so when Christians are ev
ery day subjected to ill-treatment, they increase 
the more in numbers. Such is the high post of 
duty in which God has placed them, and it is 
their moral duty not to shrink from it. 

2 

·THE SUPERNATURAL NATURE OF THE 
CHRISTIAN REVELATION 

For, as I said before, it is not an earthly discov
ery that has been entrusted to them. The thing 
they guard so jealously is no product of mortal 
thinking, and what has been committed to 
them is the stewardship of no human mysteries. 
The Almighty Himself, the Creator of the uni
verse, the God wh_om n·o eye can discern, has 
sent down His very own Truth from heaven, 
His own holy and incomprehensible Word, to 
plant it among men and ground it in their 
hearts. To this end He has not, as one might 
imagine, sent to mankind some servant of His, 
some angel or prince; it is none of the great 
ones of the earth, nor even one of the vice
gerents of heaven. It is no other than the uni
versal Artificer and Constructor Himsel~, by 
whose agency God made the heavens and set 
the seas their bounds; whose mystic word the . 
elements of creation submissively obey; by 
whom the sun is assigned the limits of his 
course by day, and at whose command by 
night the obedient moon unveils her beams, 
and each compliant star follows circling inher 
train. Ordainer, Disposer, and Ruler of all 
things is he; of heaven and all that heaven 
holds, 'of earth and all that is in earth, of sea 
and every creature therein; of fires, ether, and 
bottomless pit; of things above, and things be
low, and things in the midst. Such was the 
Messenger God sent to men. 

From "Epistle to Diognetus", early 2"d Century 

6rowth In Jes11s 

WILL THE REAL GOD PLEASE STAND UP? 

Christianity Compared 
To Human-Made Religions 

Week Ten: Islam - The Origins 

We now move ahead many centuries to the 
founding, in the 600's AD, of the next major 
human-made religion: Islam. We shall examine 
Islam more closely than the others, because of its 
enormous significance in the contemporary 
world, not just as a religion, but also as a politi
cal and cultural' force to be reckoned with. Is
lam's founder, Mohammed, may well be the 
most influential purely human individual (which 
does not include Jesus Christ!) in all of history. 

Like many ancient peoples, the early Arabs were 
nature-worshipers. But they also lived close to 
the Jews, and later to the early Christians, so they 
were aware of, and often influenced by, the 
monotheism of those faiths. Amongst the nu
merous Arab gods, they recognized one higher 
than the rest, called Allah-Taala. They did not, 
however, express r:nuch devotion to Allah-Taala, 
and in fact were known, by Mohammed's life
time, as a generally irreligious nation. They did 
honor and worship the memory of their ancestor 
Ishmael, the first son of Abraham (Genesis 16). 
Long before Islam began, the Arabs venerated 
Mecca as a sacred city, since it was said to have 
been built around the site of the sacred Well of 
Ishmael, which 'nourished Hagar and her son in 
the wilderness (Genesis 21: 19). 

Mohammed was born in AD 570 in Mecca. 
Both of his parents died before he was six years 
old, and he was taken in by an uncle. He 
learned the trade of camel-driving, and became 
highly valued by the rich merchants who em-
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ployed him, since he was highly skilled and 
deeply conscientious about his work. At the age 
of 25, he married one of his employers, Kadijah, 
a rich widow 1 5 years older than he, and for the 
first time was able to live an easy life. But as he 
enjoyed the good life, Mohammed became in
creasingly disturbed by the idolatry, drunken
ness, and gambling that were so pervasive in 
Arabia at the time. By the time he was 40, 
Mohammed felt strongly that his people needed 
a drastic change. 

During his years as a camel-driver, Mohammed 
had met many· Jews and Christians, and now 
wanted to know more about Judaism and Chris
tianity. Though he could not read, his wife had 
a Jewish cousin who would read the Old Testa
ment to him whenever he wished,. and he found° 
others to read the New Testament to him. He 
became increasingly influenced by Jesus' teach
ings, and began to think that the Arabians 
needed someone like Jesus. Soon afterwards, 
Mohammed claimed to have been visited by the 
angel Gabriel, who gave him the golden tablets 
calling him to begin the movement that eventu
ally became Islam. 

Thus, Islam had many of its roots in Christianity. 
But Mohammed's appreciation of Jesus had 
nothing to do with forgiveness of sins. Instead, 
Mohammed admired him as a tireless moral 
reformer, was thrilled by Jesus' denunciations of 
sin, and longed to see similar challenges issued 
to his own people. Thus Mohammed (like many 
Christians) missed the point of Jesus' coming - he 
came not to stamp out sins, but to get them 
forgiven. This, then, is the fundamental differ
ence between Islam and genuine Christianity. 

- Mark Garner 
, . 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake syrup, peanut butter, coffee, soup, 
potatoes, crackers. 

Thank You 
Students of C.O.C.S. (and the Girl Scout Brown
ies) have brought a wonderful collection of foods 
and paper goods we have requested. A special 
thank you to all. 

Help' Still Needed! 
The Food Pantry needs volunteers to sign a 
schedule (by the office door) if you can help pre
pare orders for our Food Pantry clients on 
Wednesday Evenings beginning April 1st. 

Youth Group 
Josh "Bubba" Frame, a student at David Lip
scomb, will be here this summer as a summer 
intern youth worker. 

Think About It 
A very fine Christian surprised everybody one 
day when he said "I don't put up with my ene-
mies, I kill them." "And how/do you kill them?" 
someone asked him. "I kill them with kindness." 
was his answer. 
Do you have this weapon? It is the mightiest 
weapon you can use when you must deal with, 
those who dislike you. , -Bulletin Inserts 
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Calendar 

March 

Teen Core Group 
Single's "Eat-Out" At Don Pablo's 
Girl's Night Out 

April 

50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Concert At Orient 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Bible Study At Orient 
Youth Group, Ice Skating At Easton 
Chiller, 7:00-9:00 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Worship Ser\tice At Orient, 9:00 am • 
Bible Study At Orient 

Contributions 

Last Week $6412 Avg YTD $5432 

Russia $268 Avg YTD $260 

Youth Min. $234 Avg YTD $331 

Youth Min Total ~ I $4629 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 
Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evl).tls, Don Gillespie, 
Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Alone With God 
HAVE YOU EVER BEEN ALONE WITH GOD? 

"When they were alone, He ~xpounded all things to His disciples." 
Mark 4:34 

Our Solitude with Him. Jesus does not take us alone and expound 
things to us all the time; He expounds things to us as we can under
stand them. Other lives are parables. God is making us spell out our 
own souls. It is slow work, so slow that it takes God all time and eter
nity to make a man and woman after His own purpose. The only way 
we can be of use to God is to let Him take us through the crooks and 
crannies of our own characters. It is astounding how ignorant we are 
'about ourselves! We do not know envy when we see it, or laziness, or 
pride. Jesus reveals to us' all that this body has been harbouring before 
His grace began to work . . How many of us have learned to look in 
with courage? 

We have to get rid of the idea that we understand ourselves, it is the 
last conceit to go. The only One Who understands us is God. The 
gr~atest curse in spiritual life is conceit. If we have ever had a glimpse 
of what we are like in the sight of God, we shall never say - "Oh, I am 
so unworthy," because we shall know we are, beyond the possibility of 
stating it. As long as we are not quite sure that we are unworthy, God 

. will keep narrowing us in until He gets us alone. Wherever there. is 
any element of pride or of conceit, Jesus cannot expound a thing,, He 
will take us through the disappointment of a wounded pride of intel
lect, through disappointment of heart. He will reveal inordinate affec
tion~ --things ove~ which we never thought He would have to get us 
alone. We listen to many things in classes, but they are not an exposi
tion to us yet. They will be when God gets us alone over them. 

Oswald Chambers 

''He did not say anything to them without us
ing a parable. But when he was alone with h.is 

own disdples, he explained everything." 
Mark 4:34 



Se1·14ng 6od 

A LITTLE CHILD CAN LEAD US 

When the publicschools of New Or+eans 
were integrat.ed under court order in 1960, 
four six-year-old black girls were selected 
to break the immoral barrier that had been 
built over generation to keep white and 
black children apart. Three were assigned 
to one school, and Ruby Bridges was sent 
alone to Frantz Elementary School. How 
was a little girl supposed to deal with such 
tension? 

She was escorted to and from school each 
day by federal marshals for her protection. 
She had to run the gauntlet of taunts, 
curses, and threats from adults as shear
rived and left each day. White parents took 
their children out of Frantz, and Ruby was 
the only child in Miss Hurley's first-grade 
class. 

Dr. Robert Coles is a child psychiatrist who 
studied Ruby's experience. He visited with 
Ruby an-d her family twice every week. He 
interviewed Miss Hurley abou~ her pupil. 
To his amazement, Ruby was sleeping 
soundly every night, eating well, and play
ing with neighborhood children as before. 
"You know, I don't understand this child," 
said her teacher. "She seems so happy. 
She comes here so cheerfully." 

One morning Miss Hurley was watching 
Ruby w.a lk toward the school. Suddenly 

the little girl stopped right in the middle of 
the screaming, jeering crowd. Facing all 
those angry people, her lips started moving. 
Miss Hurley though she was talking to 
them. She wondered what Ruby might be 
saying to people who seemed ready to kill 
her. The marshals tried to move her into 
the building. But she wouldn't bud9e until 
she finished what she was saying. · 

Miss Hurley asked her later what had hap
pened, and Ruby explained. "I wasn't talk
ing to those people," she said. I was pray
ing. I was praying for them." You see, ev
ery morning Ruby had stopped a few 
blocks from her school to pray for the peo
ple who hated her. That .morning she had 
forgotten until she was ~!ready on the side
walk in the middle of the angry adults. 

Here is what she prayed twice a day, be
fore and after school. "Please, God, try to 
forgive those people. Because even if they 
say those bad things, they don't know what 
they're doing. So you could forgive them, 
just like you did those folks a long time ago 

__ when they said terrible thi~~s about you." 
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Think you have some tough situations to 
face this week? Have to deal with some 
unpleasant people? Have to confront peo
ple who are unkind or unfair? I recom
mend you try Ruby's method and remem
ber that Jesus said of little children, "Of 
such is the kingdom of heaven." ' 

Rubel Shelly & the Woodmont Hills 
Church 

61·owth In Jes11s 
' WILL THE REAL ,GOD PLEASE STAND UP~ 

Christianity Compared 
To Human-Made Religions 

Week Eleven: 
Islam - Its Growth & Basic Teachings 

As Mohammed learned more about Christianity, 
it was Jesus' moral teachings that were most 
important to him. He longed for a reformer to 
come to Arabia and clean up the idolatry, drunk
enness, gambling, and other rampant sins that 
surrounded him. It was then that he claimed to 
have received a series of visits from the angel 
Gabriel, who gave him golden tablets 
(miraculously enabling the previously illiterate 
Mohammed to read them), and called him to 
preach to his people the message of submission 
to Allah, the only true God. His message be
came "There is no god but Allah, and Mo
hammed is the Proph~t of Allah". 

Mohammed's earliest efforts met with little suc
cess. Most of his first public preaching consisted 
of emotional reprimands of drunkards and gam
blers, which caused more amusement than re
pentance. Soon he began to rail against the rich 
merchants as well, which aroused greater antag
onism, but which also began to earn him a small 
group of fol lowers. Mohammed gradually devel
oped a comprehensive set of teachings which he 
got from various sources - some from Judaism 
and Chri'stianity, some from ancient Arab beliefs 
and practices, and many ideas and teachings that 
were purely his own. He called his new religion 
Islam, which means "submission". He chose the 
name because to him, all of life should be about 
submission to the will of Allah. He called those 
who followed him Moslems, which means "true 
believers". 

3 

For several years, Mohammed dealt with threats 
and attempts by the leaders of Mecca to suppress 
his teachings. Finally, in 622, he found it neces
sary to escape to the city of Medina with a group 
of his followers. Th,e Moslem calendar begins. 
with this trip; our year 622 is called "anno. 
hegira"; the year of the flight. After a few years 
of building and strengthening his following, he 
had enough force to return to Mecca in 630 and 
conquer it. Two years later, Mohammed died, 
and his successors compiled his teachings and 
revelations into a book called the Qur'an, or in 
English "Koran",· which means "the reading" or 
"the recital", which became the sacred book of 
Islam. Despite struggles over leadership, Islam 
spread rapidly (largely through military force) 
and has ever since been one of the world's most 
influential religions. 

Many of the major teachings of Islam are identi
cal to Christian teachings, or differ mainly in 
details. Both teach monotheism, a high standard 
of human morality, and an afterlife that depends 
on how one lives in this world. Islam also 
emphasizes prayer, fasts at specified times, and 
lays great emphasis on the city of Mecca, en
couraging all Moslems to make pilgrimages 
there. But the zealous Moslem's goal is to live a 
life good enough to merit Allah's reward, while 
the devoted Christian realizes no human life can 
ever merit reward from an eternal God. Of the 
religions that attempt justification by works, Is
lam is the one whose values are closest to 
Christianity. But Christianity is much more than 
morals or righteous deeds. Genuine Christians 
desire foremost an eternal relationship with the 
living God, not a reward for fleshly actions. 

- Mark Carner 



Family Information 

Directories 
The new directories are finally here! We have 
p.rinted enough for each family to have 1. If you 
would like another one for your work or office, 
please see Jack Evans Wednesday in the office. 

Thank -You 
Tom and I want to thank the girls mentoring 
groups from the bottom of our hearts for _coming 
to our home last month and cleaning it up so 
beautifully. It's encouraging to be remembered 
in such a practical way! Thanks Polly Barnhardt 

Hospitalized 
Trisha Estep is in Children's Hospital, room 4016 
recovering from surgery following a 'car accident 
Saturday night. Trisha is improving and for any
one who would like to visit, short visits are fine. 

Easter Lilies 
Again this Easter Sunday, the front of the church 
will be adorned with lilies in remembrance of 
loved ones who have gone ahead of us. The 
lilies are $5.50 each and they are yours to take 
home after the service. If you would like one 
please see Toni Leslie before March 29th with 
$5.50 per lily and the name of the person you 
would like to remember. 

Girl's Night Out 
Please join us tomorrow, March 30th, at 6:30 pm 
at Our Place Restaurant (Karl and 161 ). See Cindi 
Gillespie if you have any questions. 

Calenda1· 

March 
29 Single's "Eat-Out" At Don Pablo's 
30 Girl 1s Night Out-

. April 
1 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
2 Concert At Orient 
15 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
16 Bible Study At Orient 
17 Youth Group, Ice Skating At Easton 

Chiller, 7:00-9:00 
19 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 Secret Sisters Swap 
26 Worship Service At Orient, 9:00 am 
30 Bible Study At Orient 

Thank You 
Thank you so very much for the lovely floral 
tribute to Mabel Grandy and also for the deli
cious meal prepared for us the day of the fu
neral. It was such a help and deeply appreci
ated. Family of Mabel Grandy 

Contributions 

Last Week $4580 I AvgYTD $5367 

Russia $170 I AvgYTD $253 

Youth Min. $238 Avg YTD $324 

Youth Min Total ..... $4867 

-

Services 

Sunday Bible Sti.J.dY 
SutJday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Ev~nlng 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen;Franl:c Chappell, Roy Estep, Gen·e Prince, R:ay Thome 
Deacons: Tu"ian Arpold, Tom Barnhardt:, )'Oe Barozzin,i, Jolm Bradley, 
Steve·Can'.er, Lynu Champney, Darrell Este)?, Jack E,vans, Don Gillespie, 
Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauetsberg, Beryl McMa5ters, 
Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Just Don't Ask Me That Question 
ln'a terrible accident at a railroad crossing, a train smashed into a 
car and pushed it nearly for hundred yards down the track. 
Though no one was killed, the driver took the train company to 
court. 

At the trial, the engineer insisted that he had given the driver am
ple warning by waving his lantern back and forth for nearly a 
minute. He even stood and convincingly demonstrated how 
he'd done it. The court believed his story, and the suit was dis
missed. 

"Congratulations," the lawyer said to the engineer when it was 
over. "You did superbly under cross-examination." 

"Thanks," he said, "but he sure had me worried." 

"How's that?" the lawyer asked. 

"I was afraid he was going to ask if the lantern was lit!" 

In a similar-way, we often go through our lives afraid that some
one will ask us a particular question. "If someone asks me why I 
believe in God and not evolution, whatwill I say?" "What if 
someone asks me how I can possibly believe in the resurrec
tion?" "What do I say if someone asks me why I believe the Bible 
truly is the Word of God, or why I believe that it teaches this or 
that?" 

Instead of being detrimental as in the case of the engineer above, 
though, such questions provide us with an opportunity to share 
our faith. 

"But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to 
give a defense to everyone who asks you. a reason for the hope 
that is in you, with meekness and fear." (I Peter 3:15). 

-Alan Smith 



Fa1nilyFun 
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.. SAMSON? BURNING 6RAND57 YOU EXPECT ME TO 
BELlEVE A STORY LIKE THAT?' SEE JUDGES 15;1-5. 
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61·owth In Jesus 

WILL THE REAL GOD PLEASE STAND UP? 
Christianity Compared 

To Hilman-Made Religions 

Week Twelve: 
Judaism - Historical & Contemporary 

Most Christians who study the Old Testament 
have a good familiarity with the basics of histori
cal Judaism, so we will not trace here its origins 
and .basic teachings. The main question for us 
here is, since.we know that the Jewish religion 
did truly originate with God, what understand
ing should a Christian have of contemporary Ju
daism? It is noticeable that many Christians 
have a misunderstanding of the Scripture's 
teachings on this. 

There is no doubt to a believer that the Jewish 
people and religion were chosen and instituted 
by God. The ancient nation and people of Israel . 
were used in Old Testament times, not only to 
be the most visible expression of God in this 
world at that time, but as preparation for the 
coming of Jesus, thus preparation for the ulti
mate sacrifice for humanity's sins. They were 
an indispensable part of God's plans. They 
were also blessed above any other nation on 
earth, as possessors of the many spiritual bless
ings that Paul enumerates in Romans 9:4-5. 

The center of the historical Jewish religion was 
the sacrificial system. The regular and repeated. 
sacrifices of animals and other offerings.were on 
one hand a visible reminder of sins, impressing 
the need for forgiveness and for the shedding of 
blood upon the minds of God's people. This 
ministry was also a carefully conceived shadow ' 
of the sacrifice that Jesus brought. (The book of 
Hebrews deals at length with this.J When Jesus 
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completed his superior sacrificial ministry, most 
of the earliest Christians and leaders in the 
church of Christ were those Jews who under
stood this. They realized that Jesus was the ful
fillment of their law and their sacrificial system, 
.that the Messiah would come to provide forgive
ness of sins and not fulfill some earthly purpose, 
and that Judaism's purpose was complete when 
Jesus completed his mission on this planet. As 
Hebrews 8 particularly emphasizes, the old reli
gion was in reality obsolete even before Jesus 
came, as soon as God declared the impending 
establishment of a nw covenant. 

In AD 70, just a generation after the Christian 
church began, the city of Jerusalem was be
sieged and sacked by the Roman army. That 
marked the permanent end of the once crucial 
but now unneeded sacrificial ministry. Ever 
since, all forms of contemporary Judaism have 
been easily distinguished from the Judaism of 
the Old Testament by the lack of this most im
portant feature. God did this so that we can see 
the difference, and not become confused. Many 
Christians misinteq~ret verses such as Romans 
11, and think that it is possible for a believer in 
Judaism to be saved without accepting Christ, 
but the meaning of such verses is entirely differ
ent. 

Salvation is by grace alone, through faith in Je
sus Christ. Being born a Jew at one time had 
great value in forming a relationship with God. 
But now, being born in a Jewish family is of no 
more value for salvation than being born to a 
Catholic or Baptist or Church of Christ family. 
This very point, which most religious persons of 
Jesus' day failed to understand, causing them to 
see no need for Jesus, is still misunderstood by 
many Christians today. 

- Mark Gamer 



Fo,od Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
peanut butter, pancake syrup, coffee, toothpaste. 

50's Plus 
The 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" will be a ' 
pot luck in the annex this month. It is scheduled 
for April 19th. 

Thank You 
The accident was an untimely event in Trisha's 
and my life. It put a damper on many things, but 
her hospital room showed the love and concern 
from many people. It was overflowing with bal
loons, flowers, stuffed animals and beanie critters 
and cards. David and I would like to express our 
sincere and special thanks for all that was done 
and is being done - from those that gave us relief 
.time to the food that is being brought in. , Trisha· 
is doing very well and will be up and about in a 
couple of weeks. Thank you for all the prayers 
and concern. Gretchen, David, Trisha & Ryan 

\ I 

Basic Principles 
My basic principle is that you don't make deci
sions because they are easy; you don't make 
them because they are cheap; you don't make 
them because they're popular; you make them 
because they're right. 

-Theodore Hesburgh, C.S.C 

Calendar 

Apri 

15 50's Plus Meeting In .The Annex 
16 Bible Study At Orient 
17 Youth Group, Ice Skating At Easton 

Chiller, 7:00-9:00 
19 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 Secret Sisters Swap 
26 Worship Service At Orient, 9:00 am 
30 Bible Study At Orient 

Directories 
The new directories are finally here! We have 
printed eriough for each family to have 1. If you 
would like another one for your work or office, 
please see Jack Evans Wednesday in the office. 

Contributions 

Last Week $4759 I AvgYTD $5323 

Russia $203 I AvgYTD $249 

Youth Min. $304 I AvgYTD 
r 

$323 
1--~~~~~~~~1--~~~ --
Youth Min Total I ~ $5171 

Services 

Sunday Blble Smdy 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evenlng 

9;30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank ·Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne 
Deaco11s: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley 
Steve Carver, 1,ynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie 
Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters 
Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Eva111Je/ists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

I Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The· Initiative Against Depression 

"Arise and eat." 1 Kings 19:5. 

The angel did not give Elijah a vision, or explain the Scriptures to 
him, or do anything remarkable; he told Elijah to do the most or
dinary thing, viz., to get up and eat. If we were never depressed 
we should not be alive; it is the nature of a crystal never to be 
depressed. A human being is capable of depre~sion, otherwise 
there would be no capacity for exaltation. There arJ things that 
are calculated to depress, things that are of the nature of death; 
and in taking an estimate of yourself; always take into accoun't 
the capacity for depression. 

When the Spirit of God comes He does not give us visions, He 
tells us to do the most ordinary things conceivable. Depression 
is apt to turn us ·away from the ordinary commonplace things of 
God's creation, but whenever God comes, the inspiration is to 
do the most natural simple things - the things we would never 
have imagined God was in, and as w,e do them we find He is 
there. The inspir~tion which to us in this way is an initiative 
against depression; we have to do the next thing and do it in the 
inspiration of God. If we do a thing in order to overcome de
pression, we deepen the depression; but if the Spirit of God 
makes us feel intuitively that we must do the thing, and we.do it, 
the depression is gone. Immediately we arise and obey, we en
ter on a higher plane of life. 

Oswald Chambers 

"And as he lay and slept under a juniper 
tree, behold, then an angel to14ched him, 

and said unto him, Arise and eat. 1' 
1Kings19:5 



Serving6od 

"ON TEACHING" 

There is no credit in spending all your af
fection on the cream of your pupils. Try 
rather to bring the.more troublesome ones 
to order, by using gentleness. Nobody 
can heal every wound with the. same 
unguent; where there are acute spasms of 
pain, we have to apply soothing poultices. 
So in all circumstances be wise as the ser
pent, though always harmless as the dove. 
The very reasons you are given a body as 
well as a soul is to help you to gain the 
favour of this outward and visible world; 
though at the same time you mu~t also 
pray for insight into the invisible world as 
well, so that you may come short of noth
ing and the whole treasury of the Spirit 
may be yours. Critical times like ~hese 
need you, as the barque needs a helms
man or the storm-tossed mariner a haven, 
if men are ever to find their way to God. 
So be strict with yourself, like a good ath
lete of God. The prize, as'well you know, 
is immortality and eternal life. I am offer
ing myself, and these chains you cher- · 
ished so affectionately, as a humble sacri
fice on your behalf. 

You must not let yourself be upset by 
those who put forward their perverse 
teachings so plausibly. Stand your ground 
with firmness, like an anvil under the 
hammer. The mark of a true c~ampicin is 
to stand up to punishment and still come 
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off victorious. It is our duty, particularly 
when it is in God's cause, to accept trials 
of all kinds, if we ourselves are to be ac
cepted by Him. So redouble your efforts, 
and watch out for every opportunity; but 
also keep your eyes on Him who has no 
need of opportunities, being outside all 
time. 

I 

Whom no senses can reveal 

Was for us made manifest; 

Who no ache or pain can feel 

Was for us by pain opprest; 

Willing all thing to endure, 

Our salvation to procure. 

Ignatius of Antioch, from 
"Epistle to Polycarp", early 2nd century 

"And the Lord's servant must 
not quarrel; instead, he must be 
kind to everyone, able to teach, 
not resentful. Those who oppose 
him he mus.t gently instruct, in 
the hope that God will grant 

them repentance leading them 
to a knowledge of the truth." 

2 Timothy 2:24-25 

6rowth In Jesus 

Will THE REAL GOD PLEASE STAND UP? 
Christianity Compared · 

To Human-Made Religions 

Week Thirteen: 
Denominational Christianity - Catholicism 

A survey of human-made religion would not be 
complete without an evaluation of denomina
tional Christianity as compared to New Testa
ment Christianity. Many seekers of the truth un
fortunately form their opinion of Christianity not 
based on God's version, but on the counterfeits 
that humans have invented. The believer can 
be of great help to truth seekers, simply by tak
ing the time to understand the differences. 

Already in the first century, divisions racked the 
church of Jesus Christ. Several are detailed in 
the Bible itself. Christians in every age know 
the pain that such divisions cause, and long for 
an end to them. Thus we can understand, to 
some degree, some of the questionable deci
sions that our brothers and sisters soon began to 
make. They longed for stronger authorities to 
beat back controversies and divisions. They 
craved a lack of any disagreement amongst be
lievers, and longed for decisive authorities to 
decide all questions of doctrine and practice, so 
that they would not be troubled by conflicting 
points of view. 

These and similar desires led the gradual forma
tion of a strengthening chain of authority, first by 
the practice of selecting one man as the leader 
of a local congregation (rather than a group of 
elders). Soofl this led to the leaders ("bishops") 
of the larger churches in a given region asserting 
authority over the smaller congregations. By the 

~~~~~~----
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year AD 300, the bishops of Rome and a hand
ful of other large cities were recognized .as the 
main authorities over all of the Christian 
churches. Then, early in the 4th century, the 
process accelerated irrevocably with the acces
sion of Constantine, a Christian, to the throne of 
the Roman Empire. From then on, every em
peror of Rome but one was a Christian, until the 
western empire finally fell over 150 years later. 
Thus, for many years the most powerful human 
in the world was a Christian, leading quickly to 
the authority of fhe church and that of the em
pire becoming closely intertwined, and complet
ing the transition of the church of the apostles to 
the medieval Roma Catholic Church. 

There are other false teachings and unscriptural 
practices that the Catholic Church indulges in. 
You could probably enumerate several without 
stopping to think. But all of them stem from the 
unbiblical and ill-advised authority. structure. It 
pre-dates all other major departures from Scrip
ture, and made the acceptance of these other 
errors far simpler. It put the fallible human lead
ers in a position where they could not resist the 
temptation to use their authority wrongly. It led 
quickly to believers putting their faith in the hu
man leaders, and seeing no reason to seek God 
on their own. 

The tragedy of the demise of the apostolic 
church is a powerful reminder to stick to the real 
priorities of Christianity- seeking God himself, 
accepting his grace personally, and building 
eternal relationships with him. Sacrificing these 
to achieve short-term goals may resu It in an .out
wardly impressive edifice, but it will be a struc
ture built on a weak foundation of human au
thority and agendas, instead of a fortress built on 
the imperishable Word and Spirit of God. 

- Mark Carner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry needs the following: Canned 

Fruit; Spaghetti-O's; Coffee; Peanut Butter. 

IT'S NOT EASY 

To Apologize ... To Begin Over 
To Admit Error. .. To Keep Trying 

To Take Advice ... To Be Unselfish 
To Be Charitable ... To Face A Sneer 

To Avoid Mistakes ... To Be Considerate 
To Endure Success ... To Profit By Mistakes 

To Keep Out of A Rut... 
To Forgive and Forget 
To Think and Then Act 

To Make to Best of Little 
To Subdue an Unruly Temper 
To Recognize the Silver Lining 
To Shoulder A Deserved Blame 
BUT IT IS ALWAYS PAYS ...... . 

-Author Unknown 

Pray Needs 

Please keep Ed Reel, (a former member of Northland), 
in your prayers. He has recently been diagnosed with 
manic-depression and is on medication. 

MEN'S BREAKFAST 

Please come and join some awsome fellowship on 
Saturday Mornings at 8:00 a.m. at "Our Place". 

15 
16 
17 

19 
20 
26 
30 

Calendar 

April 

5D's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Bible Study At Orient 
Youth Group, Ice Skating At Easton 
Chiller, 7:00-9:00 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Secret Sisters Swap 
Worship Service At Orient, 9:00 am 
Bible Study At Orient 

Directories 
The new directories are finally here! We have 
printed enough for each family to have 1. If you 
would like another one for your work or office, 
please see Jack Evans Wednesday in the office. 

Contributions 

Last Week $485Ll AvgYTD $5292 

1 
Russia $313 AvgYTD $244 

Youth Min. $238 
I 

Avg YTD $318 

I Youth Min Total ..... $5409 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sllnday Ev~nlng 
Wednesday Ey~nlng 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Ii'rankChappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Bamhardt,.Joe Barozzini,,John Bradley, 
Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, DaITeU Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gi llespie, 
Lou La~rence, Sam L~slie, Jack Maue~sberg, Beryl McM.asters, 
M~rk Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Mary 

Morning is jl!st another word for burden when your heart is breaki~g. The 
sun broke with hues, but Mary's eyes were dimmed with tears. The events 
of the last hours played like a mournful song over and over in her soul. 
She struggled to make her aching .arms reach for. kindling to start the morn
ing fire and prayed that its heat would blanket her shivering spirit. 

Dread and duty made passes across her mind as she gathered spices and 
fragrant oils to anoint the lifeless form of the Giver oflife. Her steps to the 
tomb were certainly slow and heavy. 

We don't know much about the journey but we do know about its end. We 
know that resurrection power changed a benediction into a glorious invoca
tion. We do know that Christ rose with such force that a giant boulder 
across His tomb rolled from its place and crushed the demonic dreams of a 
Roman government. Love that only moments before was bound to an
other's cross, now burst forth from another's grave. 

John the Apostle records a tender moment from the hallowed history of the 
resurrection (John 20: 1-18). A single word pierces the awkward silence of 
a Lord's Day Visit to the garden tomb. "Mary." Mary of Magdala heard 
the Savior speak her name. 

She was among the few who ministered to Jesus temporally during His 
earthly pilgrimage. Evil hearts have conjured an immoral relationship out 
of sacrilege to the sinless Lamb of God. Having been delivered from seven 
demons by the authority of the Galiliean, she was there as a freed slave 
paying her loving respects to her benefactor. 

"Mary." It was such a personal word in that impersonal setting. It was as 
if Jesus was saying, "I know who you are. I am not someone far removed, 
as you first thought. I am alive, not dead. I am here with you, not gone 
away." 

The resurrection of the Lord Je~us c'i1rist is a personal work to ali of us. 
Easter is a calendar date marking the wonderful moment when the miracle 
of life over death walked from the pages of antiquity onto the pavements of 
our life. 

(Continued on page 2) 



· (Continued from page I) 

As a hundred hearts rejoice over the voice of a survivor buried beneath the rubble of an earthquake
decimated building, our hearts rejoice to hear Christ's resurrect.ion voice. The seeming rubble of His • 
earthly plans could not keep Him buried. The scribes and Pharisees of His time would have shud
dered to hear the songwriter, "He speaks, and the sound of His voice is so sweet that the birds hush 
their singing; and the melody that He gave fo me within my heart is ringing." 

"Mary." That was surely a purposeful word. The Scripture says she came to the tomb while it was 
still dark but the stone was "already taken away. " Heaven had prepared a miracle for her misery 
even before she arrived on the scene. The resurrection is a veritable banquet prepared and set before 
every seeking heart, thirsting and hungering for righteousness. 

During' the Persian Gulf war a family received the dreaded knock at the door. An officer notified· 
them that their son was killed in action. But days later, their grief turned to jubilation when they 
learned the message was in error. Soon a plane touched down and their son, very much alive, de
scended the steps to the joyous celebration of his family. 

He spoke Mary's name that day. He speaks ours on this day. 

Jesus was killed in action. There's no doubt about it. "Christ died for our sins ... andwas buried" (1 
Cor. 15:3,4). But all of our grief turned to jubilation on the day when the devil's chief device was for
ever demolished . He spoke Mary's name that day. He speaks ours on this day: "I am the resurrection 
and the life. He that believes on Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live. " 

Jerry Brecheisen 

"Then the disciples went back to their homes, but Mary stood-outside the tomb crying. 
As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated 
where Jesus' body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. They asked her, 
"Woman, why are you crying?" "They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I 
don't know where they have put him." At this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. "Woman," he said, "why 
areyou crying? Who is it you are looking for?" Thinking he was the gardener, she 
said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will 
get him." Jesus said to her, ''Mary." She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, 
"Rabboni!" (which means Teacher). Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have not 
yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am returning 
to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God."' Mary Magdalene went to 
the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lordi" And she told them that he had 
said these things to her." 

John 20:10-18 
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6rowth In Jesus 

WILL THE REAL GOD PLEASE STAND UP? 
Christianity Compared 

To Human-Made Religions 

Week Fourteen: 
Denominational Christianity·- Protestantism 

' 

Ever since the Roman Catholic Church became 
entrenched as the main body of "Christianity" 
under the later Roman emperors, its erroneous 
priorities and practices have been evident to 
many believers who wished not to have religion, 
but to have a relationship with God. Thus there 
have been many attempts since then to rid the 
church of everything ungodly and unbiblical, in 
order to return to the New Testament church. 
We are grievously ill-informed if we think that 
the men and women who, in the 1 BOO's, began 
the fellowship that became the Churches of 
Christ were the first to think of this idea. They 
were far more successful, but many others had 
tried. 

Most early attempts ended in early defeat. In the 
Early Middle Ages, the Roman Church was so 
powerful that all who questioned its teachings 
met an unpleasant fate. The persecutions by the 
pagan Romans were minor compared to those 
which the medieval Roman church inflicted on 
all who disagreed with it. But as the Middle 
Ages wore on, it became harder for the Roman 
Church to hide all of its shortcomings, and it 
could no longer suppress restorers completely. 
Many now were able to start smaller churches 
that survived, sometimes for many years. -

Eventually the time was ripe for a major breakup 
of the Roman Catholic monolith. In the 1500's, 
several movements began, which we .know to
day as "Protestants". The major groups were 
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Martin Luther's German Reformation, The Swiss 
Reformation led by John Calvin and others, the 
English Reformation effected by King Henry VIII, 
and the collection of small movements known as 
the Anabaptists. Many of today's traditional 
Protestant denominations stem from these move
ments, and now bear little resemblance to the 
ideals of those who started them. They all began 
with the goal of returning to New Testament 
Christianity; but soon made bad choices - seek
ing political power, short-term numerical gain, 
or other worldly goals instead of continuing to 
seek God and his truth . Soon other groups arose 
from within these new denominations, rebelling 
against the groups that themselves had opposed 
Roman Catholicism. These new groups gener
ally followed the familiar pattern of a good start, 
soon followed by major mistakes. Instead of 
returning to New Testament Christianity, they 
merely formed new human-made denomina
tions, such as the Baptists, Methodists, and oth
ers. 

These groups all made two basic mistakes. Like 
the Catholics, they gave in to the temptation to 
bui,ld a church hierarchy, making it far easier for 
bad decisions ' and false doctrines to become 
entrenched . Then, at some point they were 
convinced that they had "arrived", that they 
knew God as well as they needed to, and all that 
remained was to persuade others of their beliefs. 

Genuine c;hristianity revolves around seeking 
the living God, and celebrating the grace he has 
given us. Those believers who seek to grow 
ever closer to God, and ever more appreciative 
of his grace and love, will never need a human 
authority structure, or artificial motivation, to 
live a life of .faith and service. Those who have 
found the living God himself, and who seek to 
know him ever better, have found something 
much greater and more powerful than human 
religion . -Mark Carner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food .Pantry is in need of the following: 
peanut butter, canned fruit, coffee, toothpaste, 
shampoo. 

Secret Sisters 
Secret Sisters get together is tomorrow (Monday 
April 20th) at Chip Evans' Home at 6654 Sharon 
Woods Blvd. at 7:00 p.m. Bring a snack and 
drink to share and a gift for your Secret Sister. 
New Secret Sister assignments will be made at 
this get together. See you there. 

What We Need 
What we lack and sorely need, 
For want of which we bleed and bleed, 
Is men of more Godly breed; 
Honest men in highest places; 
Men with single hands and faces; 
Men whose nobler thought outpaces 
Thought of self and power and wealth; 
Men whose axes need no grinding; 
Men who are not always minding 
First their own concerns and binding 
Their souls' eyes to larger things; 
Men of wise and Godly vision; 
Men of wise and quick decisions; 
Men who shrink not from derisidn; 
Men whose souls have wings. 

-Author Unknown 

Calendar 

April 

19 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 Secret Sisters Swap 
26 Worship Service At Orient, 9:00 am 
30 Bible Study At Orient 

Thank You 
For the cards, prayers and visits during my re
cent surgery and recovery. 

Roy Estep 

Hospitalized 
Helen Williams is in Riverside Hospital, room 
6212. Cards or short visits would be appreci
ated. 

Contributions 

Last Week $4457 I Avg YTD $5240 

Russia $183 I Avg YTD $240 

Youth Min. $232 Avg YTD $313 

Youth Min Total ..... $5641 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00·pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 
Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, 
Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Initiative Against Despair 

"Rise, let us be going. " Matthew ·26:46. 

The disciples went to sleep when they should have kept awake, and 
when they realized what they had done it produced despair. The 
sense of the irreparable is apt to make us despair, and we say - "It is 
all up now, it is no use trying any more." If we imagine that this kind 
of despair is exceptional, we are mistaken, it is a very ordinary hu
man experience. Whenever we realize that we have not done that 
which we had a magnificent opportunity of doing, then we are apt to 
sink into despair; and Jesus Christ comes and says - "Sleep on now, 

at opportunity is lost for every, you cannot alter it, but arise and go 
to the next thing." Let the past sleep, but let it sleep on the bosom of 
Christ, and go out into the irresistible future with Him . 

There are experiences like this in each of our lives. We are in de
spair, the despair that comes from actualities, and we cannot lift our
selves out of it. The disciples in this instance had done a downright 
unforgivable ~hing; they had gone to sleep instead of watching with 
Jesus, but Hy came with a spiritual initiative against their despair and 
said - "Arise and do the next thing." If we are inspired of God, what 
is the next thing? To trust Him absolutely and to pray on the ground 
of His Redemption. 

Never let the sense of failure corrupt your new action. 
Oswald Chambers 

"Then he returned to the disciples and said 
to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting?· 
Look,. the hour is near, and the Son of Man 
is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, 

let us go! Here comes my betrayer!" 
Matthew 26:46 



Sert1i11g 6od 

SUNDAY'S TRUTH IN MONDAY'S WORLD 

Charles led pray~r at his church last Sunday. 
Several people commented on how mean
ingful it had been for them. ·He has been a 
deacon for several years. For the past seven 
months, he has been having an affair with a 
woman at his office. 

Marie taught her Sunday School class of ju
nior high girls that same day. Later in th~ 
week, she will depos[t an insurance settle
ment of just over $13 ,000 for a phony neck 
injury she claimed after a minor traffic acci- · 
dent several months ago. 

Stories like these can be multiplied. They 
reveal a frightening "spiritual schizophre
nia" that perm~ts people to sing, pray, and 
teach on world-view on Sunday and live a 
contradictory one for the balance of the 
week. Religion is a neat compartment of 
I ife reserved for Sunday. Money and rela
tionships, profession·a1 I ife and business 
ethics, integrity and virtue-these have 
,nothing to do with church. . 
Could the probl~m be just that simple? 
Maybe "church" is only a place for too 
many of us. Perhaps we don't understand 
that church on Sunday is simply Christians 
in assembly. What really makes people · 
Christians is not their willingness to gather 
but the surrender of their attitudes, thinking, 
and behavior to Jesus. 
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Christians are subject to temptation. We 
still mess up. Our lives have their share of 
pressure and stress. We sin. But we don't 
excuse our failures. And we certainly don't 
consciously set out to do things we know 
are against God's will. "We know that any
one born of God does not continue to sin" 
(1 John 5:18a). 

The faith that cal Is us together for prayer 
and communion matters on the other six 
days of the week - or it is bogus. One who 
is a citizen of the kingdom of God has 
pledged to surrender all of life - not just and 
hour on Sunday - to the will of God. 

A survey by the Barna Research Group 
found that only 32 percent of the members 
of mainline denominations believed their 
faith had anything to do with life "outside of 
church." Doesn't that scare you a bit? 
Make you angry? Make you sad? 

If we are not Christ's in the office, on the 
golf course, among friends, with our fami
lies, and in every other setting of ordinary 
life, we will not magically become his by 
sitting on a church pew. 

Sunday's talk must be Mpnday's walk. Oth
erwise it is the sort of irreverent make
believ£ that justifies the world's harshest 
censure of Christians. 

Rubel Shelly & the Woodmont Hills Church 

6rowth In Jes11s 

SURPRISE WITNESSES TO SPIRITUAL REALITY 

Week One: Introduction 

Christians know that the realm where God lives 
, transcends our physical world. It may be impos

sible for many of us to conceptualize where God 
lives, and we n:iay call it "heaven" or. "spiritual 
reality" or something else, but in any case we 
know that the Scriptures tell us about a world 
that we will see when this .earth and its entire 
universe are destroyed by God. What we may 
not realize is that much more besides the Bible 
testifies to the truth of spiritual reality. God has 
left evidence for us in almost every area of 
human existence. There are very few worth
while fields of study that do not, if looked at 
properly, point us to the living God. 

For example, physicists today talk about the 6 
extra dimensions that they know exist, but which 
we cannot see in our universe. They are talking 
about spiritual reality, although they don't real
ize it. The Greek philosopher Plato used to talk 
about "the world of forms", where physical ob
jects take a back seat to deeper and lasting ideas. 
He too was trying to describe God's spiritual 
realm. In these and many other areas, learned 

, and insightful humans have been witnesses to 
God without realizing it. 

In the next few weeks, we will take a look at just 
a few of these areas, with the hope of thus 
appreciating how many ways it is possible to see 
that there is a reality far greater than the universe 
we perceive with our present senses. It will also 
help us to get over the irrational fear that mariy 
believers have of science, philosophy, and the 
like. · To be sure, the men and women who 
collect knowledge in such fields generally have 
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no intention whatsoever of finding God, but that 
I 

only makes it all the more satisfying to us when 
we find that their efforts can point us to the living 
God after all. 

B~fore preceding with some specific topics, it is 
important to take note of some vital points: 

The best evidences for God are the "big ques
tions" .. Time after time, we shall see that humans 
have painstakingly pieced together explanations 
of many fine details, but cannot do more than 
speculate or guess when it comes to the funda
mental, basic, "big questions". For example, 
astronomers have, through the Big Bang Theory, 
pieced·together a description of the formation of 
the universe, tested and verified by many experi
mental models, all the way back to the first 
fractio~ of a second after it came into being. 
They can describe the materials that started the 
Big Bang, down to minor details of their compo
sition. But they have no answer at all to the 
biggest and most important question, which is, 
where did the material come from? 

A corollary of this is that we do best, in studying 
human fields of knowledge, to look primarily at 
the broad picture, instead of getting bogged 
down in minor technicalities. Too often, Chris
tians because entangled in debates with unbe
lievers over minor details, for which, very often, 
the atheists can come up with 'perfectiy plausible 
scenarios. It is only by looking at the broad 
picture, the big questions, that Christian wisdom 
is shown to be unmistakably supreme. 

- Mark Carner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
peanut butter, canned fruit, coffee, toothpaste, 
shampoo. 

Graduates 
We will soon be honoring our high school and 
college graduates. If you know of a graduate, 
please see Ray Thorne, Diana Morris, or Vicki 
Thomas and provide them with the information. 

. NWOCYC Help Needed 
All teens and adults are invited to come help us 
clean up the Northwestern Ohio Christian C;;i.mp. 
We will leave Columbus on Friday evening, May 
1st and return by Saturday evening, May 2nd. 
We need many hands to help u~ get the grounds 
ready for camp season. Sign-up on the bulletin 
board or see Charlie or Vicki if you can help! 

Face Lift 
Help!! The "Beautification Committee" is asking 
for help with it's upcoming project of giving 
Northland a "Face Lift." We are requesting dona
tions of any large pictures, paint, sofa or wicker 
settee.s chairs, or arrangements, that you no 
longer need. Anyone interested in donating any 
of these items, please see Delois Yates or Chip 
Evans. Thank you. 

Bookstore 
The Ohio Valley College Bookstore will be pur
chasing Jim Robbins inventory. If you have been 
waiting to purchase somethi.ng, now is the time. 
The last day he will be open is May 3rd. 

26 
30 

1-2 
3 
6 
9 
10 
17 
17 
18 

20 
20 
29-31 
31 

Calendar 
April 

Worship Service At Orient, 9:00 am 
Bible Study At Orient 

May 
NWOCYC Camp Clean-Up 
High School Core Group 
SO's Plus Meeting .In The Annex 
Mother - Daughter Tea 
Mothers Day 
High School Core Group 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Summer Intern For Teens, 
Bubba Frame Arrives 
Open House For Bubba 
SO's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Singles Retreat, Friendly Hills Camp 
High School ,Core Group 

Contributions 

last Week $6002 AvgYTD $5284 

Russia $147 AvgYTD $235 

Youth Min. $1031 Avg YTD $351 

Youth Min Total ..... $6672 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study· 
St!od~Y Wo~hlp Seryh;e 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 ~!11 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur .Alle1i, Frank Chappell; Ro'y Estep, Gene Pripce, Ray Thome 
Deaco11s: Brian Anrold, Tom 'Barnhardt, Joe Barbzziili, John Bradley, 
Stev~ Carver,'Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie 
Lou Lawrence, Sam Les_lie, Jack Mauersberm Beryl McMasters, 
Mark M'orris, Charlie Yiates 
Eva11geiists: M*-eHlpes,tom Bamhardt 

Northland Church of·Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columb~s. OH 43231 (~14) 475-0161 
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The Initiative Against . 
"Arise, shine." Isaiah 60: 1. 

We have to take the first step as though there were no God. It is 
no use to wait for God to help us, He will not; but immediately 
we arise we find He is there. Whenever God inspires, the initia
tive is a moral one. We must do the thing and not lie like a log . 
If we will arise and shine, drudgery becomes divinely transfig
ured. 

Drudgery is one of the finest touchstones of character there is. 
Drudgery is work that is very far removed from anything to do 
with the ideal - the utterly mean grubby things; and when we 
come in contact with them we know instantly whether or not we 
are spiritually real. Read John 13. We see there the Incarnate 
God doing the most desperate piece of drudgery, washing fisher
men's feet, and He says - "If I then, your Lord and Master, have 

.washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one another's feet." It 
requires the inspiration of God to go through drudgery with the 
light of God upon it. Some people do a certain thing and the 
way in which they do it hallows that thing for ever afterwards. It 
may be the most commonplace thing, but after we have seen 
them do it, it becomes different. When the Lord does a thing 
through us, ~e always transfigures it. Our Lord took on Him our 
human flesh and transfigured_it, and it has become for every saint 
the temple of the Holy Ghost. . 

Oswald Chambers 

''Arise, shine, for your light has, 
come, and, fh,c glory of the.LOjUJ. 

rises upon. you. '' 
Isaiah 60:1 



Serving 6od 

FAITH, LOVE & ACTION 

Given a thorough-going faith and love for 

Jesus Christ, there is nothing in all this 

that will not be obvious to you; for life be

gins and ends with those two qualities. 

Faith is the beginning, and love is the 

end; and the union of the two together-is 

God. All that makes for a soul's perfec

tion follows in their train, for nobody who 

professes faith will commit sin, and no

body who possesses love can feel hatred. 

As the tree is known by its fruits, so they 

who claim to belong to Christ are known 

by their actions; for this work of ours does 

not consist in just making professions, but 

in a faith that is both .practical and lasting. 

Indeed, it is better to keep quiet and be, 

than to make fluent professions and not 

be. No doubt it is a fine thing to instruct 

others, but only if the speaker practices 

what he preaches. One such Teacher 

there is: He who spake the word, and it 
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was done (Psalm 33:9); and what He 

achieved even by His silences was well 

worthy of the Father. A man who has 

truly mastered the utterances of Jesus will 

also be able to apprehend His silence, 

and thus reach full spiritual maturity, so 

that his own words have the force of ac

tions and his silences the significance of 

speech. Nothing is hidden from the Lord; 

even our most secret thoughts are ever 

present to Him. Whatever we do, then, 

let it be done as though He Himself were 

dwelling within us, we being as it were 

His temples and He within us as their 

God. For in fact, that is literally the case; 

and in proportion as we rightly love Him, 

so it will become clear to our eye~. 

Ignatius of Antioch from 

"Epistle To Ephesus", early 2nd Century 

"For he sp9ke, and it came to 
be; he commanded, and it 

stood firm. " 
Psalm33:9 

6rowth In Jesus 

SURPRISE WITNESSES 
TO SPIRITUAL REALITY 

Week Two: Philosophy -The Classic Debate 

Many philosophers have considered the ques
tion of whether there is a reality beyond our 
physical world and universe. The debate was 
begun in earnest by two Greeks who are consid
ered, from a worldly viewpoint, as among the 
world's greatest thinkers. The classic debate 
begun by Plato and Aristotle has been joined by 
many philosophers since then, who without real
izing it have helped clarify how we might find 
God through an examination of our thoughts and 
moral standards. 

When Plato was a young man, he was a student 
of Socrates, who revolutjonized much of philos
ophy. Before Socrates, most philosophers taught 
either practical wisdom, designed to show how 
wisdom could be of personal benefit, or they 
engaged ih hypothetical speculations on esoteric 
matters of irrelevance. Socrates transformed 
philosophy by denouncing this moral neutrality, 
and by calling for philosophy to examine the 
more important questions of right and wrong, 
illusion and reality, and other topics that could 
develop minds more focused on values and truth 
than on benefit or cleverness. Socrates' teach
ings aroused great antagonism amongst influen
tial Athenians, and he was condemned to death 
in 399 BC. 

Plato began his own career by publishing ac
counts of Socrates' teachings and life, since 
Socrates himself had refused to write or publish. 
In doing so, Plato began to think about his 
teacher's beliefs and their implications. Seeing 
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Sucrales' willingness to die for his values and 
morality, and also seeing the violent response 
these provoked in his enemies, Plato began to 
realize that the concept of values (or morality) 
was much deeper than a list of what to do or not 
do. He soon concluded that the very concept of 
morality has no meaning if we are merely physi
cal beings in a physical world. He believed, 
correctly, that there can be no real right and 
wrong unless there is a higher reality than our 
physical world. Plato then began to see many 
oth_er similar indications of a higher realm, 
which he called the "world of forms". By this, he 
meant a realm where things take on their full . 
reality, greater than the physical. 

But it was Plato's own student, Aristotle, who 
took up the other side of the debate. Aristotle 
claimed that, since our minds form the only way 
we could perceive any kind of reality, there then 
can be no reality apart from that which we can 
logically prove or deduce. Aristotle is the father 
of modern logic systems, which do not allow for 
either faith or doubt, only dead certainty one 
way or the other. And so the debate was begun: 
spiritual reality versus the absolute importance 
of the physical world. 

Plato's point is the more powerful. Pure logic 
cannot prove right and wrong, good and evil, 
beautiful and ugly, or any number of other con
cepts vital to human thought. We must either 
explain where such concepts come from, or 
deny that they have any real meaning. To claim 
meaning for such perceptions does involve a 
degree of faith, but it is more than reasonable, 
and is, as Plato explained long ago, a powerful 
indication that there is more to us and to our c 

existence than the merely physical. 

- Mark Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: I 3 
canned fruit, muffin mix, spaghetti O 's. 6 

Graduates 
We will soon be honoring our high school and 
college graduates. If you know of a graduate, 
please see Ray Thorne, Diana Morris, or Vicki 
Thomas and provide them with the information. 

9 
10 
10 
14 
17 
17 
18 

New Address 
Terry and Brenda Moore's new address is 4508 I ;~ 
42nd St., Lubbock Tx 79414. The phone number 

28 
is 806-792-9585. 

Bookstore 
The Ohio Valley College Bookstore will be pur
chasing Jim Robbins inventory. If you have been 
waiting to purchase something, now is the time. 
Today is the last day he ,will be open. 

A .Prayer 
Thanks be to thee, 0 Lord Jesus Christ, for all the 
benefits which thou has given us, for all the 
pains and insults which thou has borne for us. 0 
most merciful Redeemer, friend, and brother, · 
may we know thee more clearly, love thee more 
dearly, and follow thee more nearly, for thine 
own sake. 

-Richard of Chichester (1197-1253) 

29-31 
31 

Calendar 

May 
High School Core Group 
SO's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Mother - Daughter Tea 
Mothers Day 
Services At Orient 
Bible Study At Orient 
High School Core Group 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Summer Intern For Teens, 
Bubba Frame Arrives 
Open House For Bubba 
SO's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Bible Study At Orient 
Singles Retreat, Friendly Hills Camp 
High School Core Group , 

Sel'\lices 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 ani 
5:30 pm 
7:00 .pm 

Elllers: Wilbur Allen, Prank Chapj)eH, Roy Este_p, Gene-Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt; Joe Barozzini, John Bradley 
Steve Carver, ly..nn Champn_~y, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie 
Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie; iackMauer$berg, Beryl McMasters 
Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Eyaugelists: Mike Hipes·,Tom Barn.hardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Initiative Against Day-Dreaming 

"Arise, let us go hence." John 14:31. 

Dreaming about a thing in order to do it properly is right; but 
dreaming about it when we should be doing it is wrong. After 
Our Lord had said those wonderful thin_gs to His disciples, we 
might have expected that He would tell them to go away and 
meditate over them all; but Our Lord never allowed "wool
gathering." When we are getting into contact with God in order 
to find out what He wants, dreaming is right; but when we are 
inclined to spend our time in dreaming over what we have been 
old to do, it is a bad thing and God's blessing is never on it. 

God's initiative is always in the nature of a stab against this kind 
of dreaming, the stab that bids us "neither sit nor stand but go." 

If we are quietly waiting before God and He has said - "Come ye 
yourselves apart," then that is meditation before God in order to 
get at the line He wants; but always beware of giving over to 
mere dreaming when once God has spoken. Leave Him to be 
the source of all your dreams and joys and delights, and go out 
and obey what He has said. If you are in love, you do not sit 
down and dream about the one you love all the time, you go and 
do something for him; and that is what Jesus Christ expects us to 
do. Dreaming after God has spoken is an indication that we do 
not trust Him. 

Oswald Chambers 

"But the world must learn that I love the Fa
ther and that l do exactly what my Father 

has comanded me. Come now; let us leave." 
John 14:31 



Ser11ing 6od 

PEOPLE ARE SIGNrFICANT 

The following story was sent to me by 
Leilani Johns. The original source is un
known: 

"During my second month of nursing 
school, our professor gave us a pop quiz. 
I was a conscientious student and had 
breezed through the questions, until I 
read the last one: 'What is the first name 
of. the woman who .cleans the school?" 
Surely this was some kind of joke. I had 
seen the cleaning woman several times. 
She was tall, dark-haired and in her 50s, 
but how would I know her name? 

"I handed in my paper, leaving the last 
question blank~ Before class ended, one 
student asked if the last question would 
count toward our quiz grade. 'Absolutely,' 
said the professor. 'In your careers you 
will meet many people. All are signifi
cant. They deserve your attention and 
care, even if all you -do is smile and say 
hello.' 

"I've never forgotten that lesson. I also 
learned her name was Dorothy." 

When you look at the life of Jesus, one of 
the things that stands out is the value Je
sus placed on people. He didn't just see 
everybody as a mass of humanity; he 
made an effort to know people on an indi-
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vidual basis. And as he came to know 
them, he acknowledged and met their 
needs. 

The story of Zacchaeus is typical of so 
many of Jesu.s' encounters: "Now behold, 
there was a man named Zacchaeus who 
was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. 
And he sought to see who Jesus was, but 
could not because of the crowd, for he 
was of short stature. So he ran ahead and 
climbed up into a sycamore tree to see 
Him, for He was going to pass that way. 
And when Jesus carne to the place, He 
looked up and saw him, and said to him, 
'Zacchaeus; make haste and come down, 
for today I must stay at your house,"' 
(Luke 19:2-4). 

People deserve our attention and care, 
even those people who may seem to be 
"insignificant". By the way, do you know 
the name of the person who cleans your 
school or workplace? If not, I encourage 
you to find out. 

-Alan Smith 

"He wanted to see who Jesus 
was, but being a short man 
he could not, because of the 
crowd. So he ran ahead and 
climbed a syca.more-fig tree 
to see him, since Jesus was 

coming that way" 
Luke 19:3-4 

61·owth In Jesus 

SURPRISE WITNESSES TO SPIRITUAL REALITY 
Week Three: 

Astronomy - The Birt~ of the Universe 

Tq those who study the stars and other celestial 
objects, there is no question more fundamental 
than that of how our universe began. Even many 
non-scientists are now familiar with the basics of 
the Big Bang Theory, which is generally used by 
astronomers to explain the birth of the universe. 
Unlike the silly theory of "evolution", the impor
tant aspects of the Big Bang have proven to be 
substantially reliable in many experiments and 
observations. Now the Scriptures, of course, 
teach us that God brought the universe into 
existen.ce by his creative will. So are these 
beliefs in conflict? 

Astronomy is one of the oldest sciences, and 
over the years astronomers have developed an 
impressive array of methods to measure and 
describe objects and events that lie at immense 
distances from our planet. They can analyze 
chemical compositions, measure velocities, and 
plot movement of stars and other objects that it 
would be impossible ever to observe in person. 
They have also developed a reasonably compre
hensive picture of our universe. 

Contrary to sometimes popular belief, as
tronomers know that the universe is not infinite. 
Their observations show that there is a maxi
mum (though of course very large) distance be
tween any objects in the universe. On the other 
hand, they have demonstrated that the universe 
is expanding. That is, the objects in the universe 
are all moving farther apart, and in particular are 
moving awai from a common center point. 
These facts led them to consider whether .this 
was a clue to the universe's beginning. The 
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resulting theory is called the "Big Bang" because 
the conclusion was that the universe was formed 
by a sudden burst of material, which appeared 
from somewhere outside what we call our uni
verse, and then exploded into many pieces, 
which became the various bodies of our uni
verse. 

Using numerous methods, astronomers have 
succeeded in formulating a detailed description 
of what was in this original material, the changes 
that have occurred over time, and even the 
process by which the materiql filled our uni
verse, down to a tiny fraction of the first second 
of this universe's existence. But here's where 
they run up against an insurmountable obstacle! 
Where did the material come from? By defini
tion, it had to come from outside our universe. 
What these astronomers have done for us is to 
prove that there is a highEtr level of reality than 
the physical - we know that this is God. 

Christians should not be afraid of this theory - in 
fact they should rejoice. Whether the scientists 
have gotten the details of the process right is not 
the issue. What is remarkable is that all their 
evidence points to two facts of great importance, 
and with which the Scriptures are in complete 
agreement. First, that our physical universe is 
neither infinite nor eternal. As the Bible tells us, 
this universe is temporary. Then, the scientific 
evidence itself indicates that this universe could 
never have come into being unless the creative 
initiative came from somewhere completely out
side of it. Again, we know that this initiative 
came from the living God. 

- Mark Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 110 
canned fruit, muffin mix, spaghetti O's. 10 

Graduates 
We will soon be honoring our high school and 
college graduates. If you know of a graduate, 
please see.Ray Thorne, Diana Morris, or Vicki 
Thomas and provide them with the information. 

14 
17 
17 
17 
17 

18 

New Address 
Terry and Brenda Moore's new address is 4508 I ~~ 
42nd St., Lubbock Tx 79414. The phone number 

28 
is 806-792-9585. 

Deacons Meeting 
The next scheduled Deacons meeting is next 
Sunday May 17th at 8:00 a.m. room E:42. 

Camp Staff 
There will be a cookout at Charlie Yates home 
after services next Sunday for al I camp staff. See 
Charlie for more information.· 

Kind Words ... 

29-31 
31 

Calenda1· 

May 
Mothers Day 
Services At Orient 
Bible Study At Orient 
High School Core Group 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m. E:42 
Camp Staff Cookout At Charlie Yates 
Home After Services 
Summer Intern For Teens, 
Bubba Frame Arrives 
Open House For Bubba 
Sb's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Bible Study At Orient 
Singles Retreat, Friendly Hills Camp 
High School Core Group 

Contributions 

Kind words are jeWels that live in the heart and 
soul and remain as blessed memeries year after 
year, long after they have been spoken 

last Week $6325 I Avg YTD -$5355 

Sel"\lices 

Sunday Bible Stµdy 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Russia $247 I Avg YTD $234 

Youth Min. $486 AvgYTD 

Youth Min Total ..... 
Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Braatey, 
Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, 
Lou l.awrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Ideal Mother, Who Can Find Her 

Mother. The mere word evokes a multitude of emotions. 

Of course, there is no such thing as a perfect mother. Often our memo
ries are selective. We usually want to remember only the best things 
about out mother - her gentle guidance, her loving touch, her heart
warming smile. We tend to forget the harsh scoldings we may have 
received in front of our friends, the spankings for things that weren't 
our fault. 

Mother-love is blind, and it works both ways. Mothers1unconditionally 
love their children. No matter how "bad" a son or daughter acts, deep 
own a mother will always love her child. And conversely, a child ide

alizes his or her mother. Young children think their mother can do 
nothing wrong. Often a teenager will "cover" for ,an abusive or alco
holic mother. 

While we will never be or have perfect mothers, there is an ideal we 
can aspire to. She is the "wife of noble character11 from Proverbs 31. 
Here we have the Creator's guidelines - the Owner's manual, if you 
will - for becomfng noble wives and mothers. If ever there is a manda
tory class to take before becoming mothers, Proverbs 31: 10-31 should 
be required reading. Among the qualities found in these verses are 
generosity, industriousness, strength, and dignity. She is hardworking, 
wise and noble. 

In an age of "mother-bashing" and "mother-blaming," it is inspiring to 
read that the noble woman of Proverbs 31 has children who "arise and 
call her blessed11 (vs.28). Both her children and her husband praise 
her. The important thing in striving to become the best mother we can 
be is to remember that "a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised" 
(v.30). 

Rita Bertolas, The Christian Courier 



Ser11ing God 

REJECTION LETTER 

Dear Ms. Ezell: 

Thank you for your letter of April 17. After careful consideration I regret to inform you 
' ' 

that I am unable to accept your refusal to offer me employment with your firm. This year 
!'have been particularly fortunate in' receiving an unusually large number of rejection let
ters. With such a varied and promising field of candidates it is impossible for me to ac
cept all refusals. 

Despite your company's outstanding qualifications and previous experience in rejecting 
applicants, I find that your rejection does not meet with my needs at this time. Therefore, 
I will initiate employment with your firm immediately following graduation. I look for
ward to seeing you then. 

Best of luck in rejecting future candidates. 

Sincerely, 
Matt Taylor 

That's certainly a unique way of handling rejection (no, I don't recommend it to you se
niors graduating in May). But how do you handle rejection? We live .in a world that re
jects our belief in a Creator, our commitment to Jesus Christ, our morality. 

The rejection might be overwhelming if'it were no for the assurance that those of us who 
are "in Christ" have been "made accepted in the Beloved." (Ephesians 1 :6). 

"If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and 
of God rests upon you." (I Peter4:14). 

Rejection doesn't have. to be the end of the world, and it won't be if we I ive with the as
surance that God has accepted us. 

Alan Smith, Boone, NC 
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Growth In Jesus 

SURPRISE WITNESSES TO SPIRITUAL REALITY 

Week Four: 
Anthropology - What is a Human? 

Anthropology is the name for the academic 
study of humans as physieal and cultural beings. 
It attempts to chronicle the historical develop
ment of humans (as opposed to other living 
creatures), and to describe the variety of human 
societies. Whether or not they realize it, anthro
pologists are studying the beings that God made 
in his own image. So their studies, looked at 
from the proper perspective, should be of value 
to those who are seeking God. 

Physical anthropologists are closely associated 
with "evolution", because they have constructed 
a hypothetical (unproven) series of creatures that 
supposedly form a gradual progression from 
apes to modern humans. You have probably 
even seen the diagrams they use: a progression 
from left to right, with a monkey on the far left, 
followed by larger and more erect apes, then 
towards the middle ? very primitive cave man, 
then mor~ cave men, put less brutish, until 
finally on the far right we see a distinguished
looking, obviously modern human. 

Now, these· diagram's incorporate several of the 
basic flaws of the theory of "evolution", which 
we shall deal with later. But the theory as 
applied to humanity has an even deeper failing 
than these basic ones. It can.not answer, what 
specifically is a human, and where' do humans 
begin in tKis alleged progression? In fact, the 
theory rests on the belief that there is no such 
cutoff point. For it to be true, there must be such 
a thing as being partly human, partly ape, so that 
the gradual progression has validity. If there was 
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a sudden jump, the theory falls apart. 

Now, anthropologists are surely correct in sug
gesfing _that from a physical or zoological per
spective there is no drastic difference between 
humans and some of the larger primates. But, 
does anyone really believe it is that hard ·to tell ' 
an ap~ from a human? Take the smartest ape in 
the world - one of the lab apes we hear so much 
about, who can draw, recognize printed words, 
&c - and put it next to the most ignorant, primi
tive, filthy h\jman. Would there really be any 
difficulty telling which waswhich? 

No doubt, it is hard to explain logically why the 
difference is obvious. That is because a human 
is not defined by physical or biological charac
teristics. Humans are the part of God's creation 
that were made in his image, r:iot meaning in a 
physical sense, but in a spiritual sense. Humans, 
like God, have individual wills and personalities, 
which are revealed in so many aspects of their 
behavior that it is hardly possible to select one or 
two specific things that differentiate them from 
apes. Humans surely do not rise to God's 
standard in these areas. But they are still like 
God in having a spiritual side (even if expressed 
negatively) that is more important than the physi
cal. 

All the scientific theories of how humans arose 
cannot even give a solid, consistent definition of 
how humans differ from apes. Not .only does 
this point out their flaws, it is also a valuable 
indication that the Bible's definition is the cor
rect one - humans differ from other animals in 
having been made in God's image. 

- Mark Carner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
spaghetti O's, beef stew, crackers, paper towels. 

Prayers Requested , 
The following "Dear Ladies" of Northland (some 
Golden Agers, some. not) deserve our concern. 
Could you send a card, make a phone call, or 
remember them in prayer: 

Ruth Rogers - confined to her home with severe 
back pain. She wil! be having hip replacement. 

Louise Burns - Recovering at home from bron
chitis and pneumonia. 

\, 

Helen Williams - confined to her home with 
sE'.vere heart problem. 

Mary Barbour - recovering from recent pneu
monia 

Roy Estep's mother who lives with the Estep's -
underwent cataract surgery May 13th. 

17 
17 
17 
17 

18 

20 
20 
28 

I 
29-31 
31 

Calendar 

May 

High School Core Group 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m. E:42 
Camp Staff Cookout At Charlie Yates 
Home After Services 
Summer Intern For Teens, 
Bubba Frame Arrives 
Open House For Bubba 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Bible Study At Orient 
Singles Retreat, Friendly Hills Camp 
High School Core Group 

'Those who drink of the 
water that I will give them 

will never be thirsty" 
John 4:14 

- -

Contributions 
Karen Chavis - recovering from recent gall blad- --------
der surgery. 

Sen'ices 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Last Week $6188 Avg YTD $5396 

Russia $152 Avg YTD $230 

Youth Min. ,$236 Avg YTD $343 

Youth Min Total ..... $7555 

E lders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Cl:iappeJl, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Torn Barn11ardt, Joe B arozzini, John Bradley, 

l0:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Esrep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie. Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
.7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Noah's Wife 
I am thoroughly convinced that the list of great men within the pages of his
tory, both secular and spiritual, would be far shorter if it were not for the. great 
women who stood with them! One of the monumental injustices of history, 
however, is the almost total lack of recognition and respect afforded these 
dedicated wives and mothers. ·· 

Noah, for example, is repeatedly praised in Scripture as a devoted man of 
God. But standing in his shadow was a nameless woman about whom noth
ing is ever said. She is mentioned on three or four occasions, and always sim
ply as "Noah's wife." Even the animals got more pres~. 

But consider for a moment the marvelous qualities this godly woman must 
have possessed. She had to have bee~ extremely patient, understanding, and 
upportive to stand by a husband who for decades was mocked and ridiculed 

by others for building a huge ark in the middle of dry land. How her friends 
must have whispered in the marketplace behind her back; how they must have 
jeered as Noah began loading the animals into the massive structure. 

For a century she endwed persecution and scorn not of her own doing, but 
which came because of her love for a man who. had chosen to listen to the call 
of his God, and who refused to be swayed by the world about him. How easy 
it would have been to collapse under the strain, or to submit to the inevitable 
pressures of "concerned neighbors" to "leave that lunatic." But she remained 
loyal and faithful to her husband, as he did to his' God. She believed in Noah, 
while all others belittled him. 

Without a doubt, there were times when Noah's wife became discouraged, 
maybe even depressed. Perhaps she felt the pangs of loneliness as Noah de
voted more and more of his time to the building of the ark. If she did, though, 
we know that she never allowed those feelings to triumph over her, or to un
dermine her relationship with, and support of, her husband. She stayed right 
by his side, decade after decade, and together they shared in the salvation be-· 
stqwed by God on the day He rained judgment upon the wicked earth. 

The years of commitment and personal sacrifice, so that a cause greater than 
herself could be furthered through the work of her husband, had paid off. She 
also had the joy of seeing her three sons and their wives share in the salvation 
extended by God. The faithfulness of her sons and t~eir wives may even be 
partly attributable to the god,ly influence of th is nameless woman upon them . 

"-"' Yes, Noah got the credit - but one has to wonder if the account might not 
,... have been written much differently had Noah's wife been less noble!! 

i Al Maxey 



Ser11ing God 

BEING MISUNDERSTOOD 

The following are ads from a real-life 
newspaper (so I've been told) which ap
peared four days in a row - the last three 
hopelessly trying to correct the first day's 
mistake. 

MONDAY: For sale: R.D. Jones has one 
sewing machine for sale. Phone 948-0?'07 
after 7 p.m. and ask for Mrs. Kelly who 
lives with him cheap. 

TUESDAY: Notice: We regret having 
erred in R.D. Jones' ad yesterday. It 
should have read "One sewing machine 
for sale c;:heap. Phone 948-0707 and ask 
for Mrs. Kelly, who lives with him after 7 
p.m." -

WEDNESDAY: Notice: R.D. Jones has 
informed us that he has received several 
annoying telephone calls because of the 
error we made in the classified ad yester
day. The ad stands correct as follows: 
"For sale - R.D. Jones had one sewing 
machine for sale. Cheap~ Phone 948-0707 
after 7 p.m. and ask for Mrs. Kelly who 
loves with him." 

THURSDAY: Notice: I, R.D. Jones, have 
no sewing machihe for sale. I smashed it. 
Don't call 948-0707 as I have had the 
phone disconnected. I have not been car
rying on with Mrs. Kelly" Until yesterday 
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she was my housekeeper but she quit! 

It's so frustrating when we're misunder
stood. It's even more frustrating when 
people purposefully twist what we're try
ing to say. The early Christians struggled 
with th.is very problem. When they talked 
about the connection of the Lord's Supper 
with the body and blood of Christ, they 
were called cannibals. When they talkeq 
about their "love feasts", others accused 
them of having orgies. That doesn't seem 
fair, but Jesus said to expect it. 

I 

"Blessed are those who are per~ecuted for. 
righteousness' sake, for theirs is the king
dom of heaven. Blessed are you when 
they revile and persecute you, and say al I 
kinds of evil against you falsely for My 
sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, 
for great is your reward in heaven, for so 
they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you." (Matthew 5: 10-12). 

Rejoice? That's tough, But we can do it 
with the confidence that we're in pretty 
good company (the prophets, the apostles 
and Jesus Christ himself) and that a great 
reward awaits us for continuing to live 
righteously no matter what others say 
about us. 

Have a great day! 
Alan Smith 

Growth In Jesus 

, SURPRISE WITNESSES 
' 
TO SPIRITUAL REALITY 

Week Five: Physics - The Unseen Di_mensions 

Ever since Albert Einstein's discoveries early 
in this century, physicists have realized that 
there may be a reality outside of our universe, 
and probably greater than it. From Einstein's 
Theory of Relativity to the contemporary The
ory of Strings, the evidence of higher dimen
sions, outside of the four we experience, has 
surfaced in every serious attempt to describe 
physical reality. ' 

Einstein's discovery of the subtle and amazing 
relationships between time and space was a 
shock to the scientific world. For centuries, 
scientists had assumed that the entire physical 
universe could be described by the1same set 
of straightforward physical laws that worked 
in everyday situations for studying such quan
tities as velocity, energy, ,mass, force, and so 
forth. Einstein analyzed the evidence more 
carefully, and proved (both mathematically 
and experimentally) that when /dealing with 
large masses and dista11ces, or motion at very 
high speeds, these laws do not hold. For ex
ample, Einstein discovered that time does not 
flow at the same rate for every object in the 
universe. He proved that if an object or indi- 1 

vidual moves extremely fast, it experiences 
the passing of time much more slowly. 

Since then, physicists have striven to describe 
the universe in a way consistent with the ob
served data and phenomena. There have 
been many additional indications strongly 
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suggesting that the physical universe is not all 
of reality. You may already be familiar with 
the laws of thermodyn-amics, which indicate 
(to oversimplify just a bit) that without a 
source of outside energy, natural processes 
must eventua,lly· tend towards disorder and 
decay. The field known as quantum physics 
has explored many unusual properties of mat
ter that indicate the necessity of "antimatter", 
not visible in our physical world, to allow the 
matter we see to hold together. 

Naturally we cannot describe these and other 
discoveries in detail here. Bu~ we can appre
ciate the significance of the best theories that 
scientists have developed to explain the na
ture of matter. Mathematical and expe-rimen- . 
tal studies have shown that', in order for our 
time & space to function as they do, they must 
be part of a much larger reality consisting of 
1 O dimensions. In other words, it is not possi
ble for this universe even to exist unless it is 
part of a much greater reality! The currently 
popular theory of "Strings" is the best attempt 
so far, from a scientific viewpoint, to explain 
where this universe links with the hidden di
mensions. "Strings" refers to a theoretical 
form of matter (strongly suggested by many 
experiments, and likely associated with "black 
holes") that provides for the transfer of matter 
from the dimensions we cannot see to the 
ones we know from everyday experience. 

As Christians, we know of course that our uni
verse only exists because God not only cre
ated it, but sustains it. It is fascinating to real
ize that today's best scientific thinking says 
the same thing, only in different terms. 

- Mark Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
spaghetti O's, beef stew, crackers, paper towels, 
peanut butter, kleenex. 

Orient 
The volunteer sheets for Orient Correctio~al In
stitute that were passed out need to be back to 
Lynn Champney by May 27th. 

Singles 
This Sunday the singles will be meeting for fun, 
food and folder stuffing. We will be getting take 
out after service and then meeting back at the 
building to stuff the folders and pray. Please join 
us if you can. See David Leslie if you have any 
questions. 

Men's Bible Study 
The men's Saturday morning Bible class and 
breakfast will be cancelled for May 30 and will 
resume June 6th at 8 a.m. in the annex. A conti
nental breakfast will be served at that time. Plan 
to be a part of this spiritual morning with other 
brothers. 

Calendar 

May 
28 Bible Study At Orient 
29-31 Singles Retreat, Friendly Hills Camp 
31 High School Core Group 

June 
3 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
7 New Adult Classes Begin 
7 Services At Willow Brook, 2pm 
11 Bible Study At Orient 
14-20 NWOCYC Week 
17 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
21 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
25 Bible Study At Orient 

1--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~----1 

Help Needed 
Jim and Paula Robbins need your help remov
ing some carpet. We'll start working on this at 
10 a.m. on Saturday, May 30. Lunch will be 
provided. Give us a call at 267-0406 if you 
plan to come, 

Contributions 

Last Week 
H 

•t 1· d · $5835 I Avg YTD $5417 
osp1 a 1ze 

Louise Linden (a former member at Northland) is Russia $255 Avg YTD $231 

in Riverside Hospital following a heart attack. . 
1 

She was to have angioplasty last Wednesday. Youth Mm. $181 Avg YTD $336 

Youth Min Total ... $7736 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 

.... ...... •· .. 

c 
Jz \ 
<( 

..J 

:I: ' 

I-

~ 

0 

....... 
...... ? 7 cu 

' E 
-= ~ 

co 
0) 
0) ,.... 
~ .. 
~ 

~ 

The Creation 
By his account of the creation of the world of which we have spoken 
Moses teaches us among many other things five that are fairest and best of 
all. 

Firstly that the Deity is and has been from eternity. This with a view to 
atheists, some of whom have hesitated and have been of two minds about 
His eternal existence, while the bolder sort have carried their audacity to 
the point of declaring that the Deity does not exist at all, but that it is a 
mere assertion of men obscuring the truth with myth and fiction. 

Secondly, that God is one. This with a view to the propounders of poly
theism, who do not blush to transfer from earth to heaven mob-rule, that 
worst of evil polities. 

Thirdly, as I have said already, that the world came into being. This be
cause of those who think that it is without beginning and eternal, who thus 
assign to God no superiority at all. 

Fourthly, that the world too is one as well as its Maker, who made His 
work like Himself in its uniqueness, who used up for the creation of the 
whole all the material that exists; for it would not have been a whole had it 
not been formed and ·consisted of parts that were wholes. For there are 
those who suppose that there are more worlds than one, while some think 
that they'are infinite in number. Such men are themselves in very deed 
infinitely lacking in knowledge of things which it is right good to know. 

. 
_ Fifthly, that God also exercises forethought on the world's behalf. For that 
the Maker should care for the thing made is required by the laws and ordi
nances of Nature, and it is in accordance with these that parents take 
thought beforehand for children. 

He that has begun by learning these things with his understanding rather 
than with his hearing, and has stamped on his soul impressions of truths so 
marvellous and priceless, both that God is and is from eternity, and that 
He that really is is One, and that He has made the world and has made it 
one world, unique as Himself is unique, and that He ever exercises fore
thought for His creation, will lead a life of bliss and blessedness, because 
he has a character moulded by the truths that piety and holiness enforce. 

Philo of Alexandria (1 '1 Century AD) 
From "On The Creation" 



Se1·11ing God 

ONE CHILD'S NOTION OF HEAVEN 

Art Linkletter was interviewed by a Nashville 
radio station last week. He was asked to re
call some of his favorite memories of the 
popular interviews with children he used 'to 
do OI") 

1
his television show so many years ago. 

"You look sad," Linkletter rememl;>ers saying 
to one child. "Is anything the matter?" "My 
dog died," came the reply. "Well, you will 
see him again in heaven!" offered the televi
sion host - trying to comfort the girl with 
some questionable theology. Looking puz
zled, she asked, "What does God want with a 
dead dog?" 

Then Linkletter said he asked this of one little 
boy: "What two things would you want to 
take to heaven with you?" There was a pause, 
and a thoughtful child said, "I'd take my Mom 
and Dad. Maybe there they would have· time 
to spend with me." 

God bless the single parents who are doing a 
I 

solid job of parenting and beating the odds. , 
Nothing I say here should be taken as a deni
gration of their efforts. But "the odds" say life 
will be much harder for children not reared 
by two parents. For example, almG>st 70% of 
juveniles and young adults serving long-term 
prison sentences did not live with both par
ents while growing up. 

The fact is that some children who have two 
parents are like the little boy Art Linkletter in
terviewed. Their moms and dads are so busy 

2 

with careers, hobbies, or even "church work" 
that they have no meaningful time for their 
children. So someone else steps in to shape 
their characters and chart the direction of their 
lives. 

A prestigious professional journal, Child Wel
fare, ran an article in 1960 forma social 
worker who said that "day care CQn offer 
something valuable to children because they 
are separated from their parents." During the 
turbulent '60s and in ~heir aftermath, a num
ber of actions by the state (e.g., abortion on 
demand without parental consent, school
based condom distribution) have told children 
that parents can't be trusted and may not have 
their best interests at heart. · 

The tide is turning now. Studies by public 
and private groups uniformly attest two-parent 
families with the freedom to decide what is in 
the best interest of their own children to be 
the safest and best places for child-rearing. 
God was right al I along! , 

Recommit yourself today to making the life of 
your child or grandchild stable, strong, and 
spiritual. Begin with the pledge to be a faith
ful wife or husband, a good father or mother. 
Don't force your child to dream and hope for 
what he or she cannot have with you today -
your attention. 

No "caregiver" will ever be as effective as a 
loving mother and father. 

Rubel Shelly & the Wood~ont Hills Church 

Growth In Jes11s 

SURPRISE WITNESSES TO SPIRITUAL REALITY 

Week Six: The Origins of Life 

Although there are several other areas we could 
fruitfully examine for signs of a higher dimen
sion, there are none which are of more popular 
interest than the biological discussion of bow 
life began. The still popular "Theory of Evolu
tion" has ruled the debate for over a century, but 
its very claims and teachings, now shown to be 
filled with scientific misunderstanding and logi
cal flaws, show how difficult it is to account for 

1 life unless there is a designer behind it. In these 
articles, we will qnly have space for a superficial 
summary of the main points a Christian' should 
know, and any believer who wants to be able 
fully to respond to the evolutionists ought to do 
a reasonable amount of study first. 

In discussing the origin of life, it is particularly 
important to keep the "big picture" viewpoint. 
Often Christians get trapped into debating a par
ticular detail of nature. Though unlikely, it is 
certainly possible that almost any specific fea
ture of a plant or animal could have arisen by 
random chance, given the right starting point. 
On the other hand, it is not just unlikely, but im
possible, for evolution to explain the. "big pic
ture". The main question is, whether there· is a 
planned design behind all of nature, or whether 
it could have all arisen from random chance. 
Charles Darwin formulated his theory after ·car
rying out detailed studies of particular families 
of animals. His original study was on a group of 
similar finches that all lived in· the same chain of 
islands. His studies indicated that the various 
kinds of birds lived primarily in areas where 
their particular characteristics (for example, the 
shape and size of their bill) were particularly fa-
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vorable in terms of getting food and other f1mr
tions. He then observed (correctly) that if . a 
mixed group of birds lived in an area where one 
particular kind had an advantage, then as time 
passed, that kind would become more popu
lous, and the others less so. He called this proc
ess ·"Natural Selection". By itself it is sound sci
entifically, while contradicting nothing in the 
Bible. 

But then Darwin became so convinced of the 
power of natural selection that he began to 
imagine what would happen if it proceeded 
much farther than in any known example. He 
combined this thought with the possibility of ge
netic mutations, that is, the occasional event 
wherein an organism is born with some charac
teristic(s) drastically different from its parents. 
He then proposed that the many different spe
cies of plants and animals could all have come 
from a common source of life, which through 
successive genetic mutations, combined with 
natural selection, could eventually have pro
duced a wide variety of life forms. 

Darwin made several predictions that he said 
would prove his theory. In particular, he pre
dicted that future fossil findings would find 
abundant examples of extinct "missing links", 
which he predicted would be transitional forms 
clearly not members of any class of current or
gan isms. This and his many other predictions 
have all proven wrong; which under the stan-

. dard use of the scientific method shou Id cause 
his theory to be rejected. In addition, there are 
several other fundamental weaknesses of his 
theory, which we shall discuss next time. 

- Mark Carner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
Peanut butter, beef stew, jelly, muffin mix, tooth
paste, shampoo. 

Baptized 
Lynnice Davis was baptized last Sunday. 

,. 

A Ti me For Every Purpose 
. Take-time for work-

It is the price of success. 
, Take time to think -

It is the source of power. 
Take time to play -

It is the secret of youth 
Take ti me to read -

It is the fo.untain of wisdom 
Take time to be friendly -
It is the road to happinEJ.;s. 

Take time to dre9-m -
It is hitching your wagon to a star 
Take time to love and be loved -

It is the privilege of God. 
Take time to look around -

It is too short a day to be selfish 
Take time to laugh -

It is the music of the soul. 

Calendar 

May 
31 High School Core Group 
31 Teen Car Wash 2 -4 p.m. 

June 
3 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
7 New Adult Classes Begin 
7 Services At Willow Brook, 2 .p.m. 
11 Bible Study At Orient 
14-20 NWOCYC Week 
17 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
21 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
25 Bible Study At Orient 

Car Wash 
The teens will be washing cars today at the 
Hµntington Bank on the corner of Shrock and 
State Street in Westerville, from 2-4 p.m. Dona
tions will be used to benefit Trisha Estep and 
her helper dog. Please bring your dirty cars and 
help out! 

Contributions 

Last Week $3754 I Avg YTD $5342 

Russia $172 I Avg YTD $229 

- Irish Prayer I Youth Min. $146 Avg YTD $328 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Youth Min Total ..... $7882 

Elders: Wi'lbur Arlen, Frank Chappell, .Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:3,o am Deaco11s: Brian Amold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Jolu1 Bradley, 

10:30 run Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Dar;rell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 

c 
z 
<( 

...J 

:::c 
I-

n! 

0 

...,- ? 7 ~--
' e .2 
~ 

co 
0) 
0) ,... 

"' ,... 
CW) 

~ 
~ 

And God Said ... No 

I asked God to take away my pride. And God said "No". 

He said it was not for him to take away, but for me to give up. 

I asked God to make my handicapped child whole. And God 

said "No". 

He said her spirit was whole, her body was only temporary: 

I asked God to grant me patience. And God said "No" . 

He said patience is a by-product of tribulations. It isn't granted, 

it is earned. 

I asked God to give my happiness. And God said "No". 

He said he gives me blessings, happiness·is up ·to me. 
,; 

.. 1' . 

I asked God to spare me pain. And God said ·"No". 

He said suffering draws you apart from worldiy cares and brings 

you closer to me. 

I asked God to make my spirit grow. And God said "No". 

He said I must grow on· my own. But he will prune me to make 

me fruitful. 

I asked for all things that I might enjoy life. And God said "No". 

He said I will give you life, that you may enjoy all things. 

I asked God to help me L9VE others, as much as he loves me. 

And God said, Ah, finally you have the idea. 

Author Unknown 



Ser11ing 6od 

GOD'S BREATH OF LIFE 

The question might be asked, why God 
deemed the earthly and body-loving mind 
worthy of divine breath at all, but not th~ 
mind which had been created after the 
original, and after His own image; in the 
second place, what "breathed in·,, mean; 
thirdly, why the breathing is "into the 
face"; fourthly, why, though he shows his 
knowledge of the word 'spirit' when he 
says "and the Spirit of God was borne 
above the water" (Gen. i.2), he now says 
"breath" not "spirit." In answer to the first 
query, one thing to be said is that God 
loves to give, ~md so bestows good things 
on all, even those who are not perfect, at 
the same time encouraging them to a ze~I 
for virtue and a participation in it, by dis
playing His own overflowing wealth, and 
how there is abundance even for those 
who wi 11 derive no great benefit from it. 
This characteristic He shows very clearly 
in other instances also. For when He 
rains upon the sea, and causes springs to 
gush forth in the depths of the desert, and 
waters the poor and rough and barren 
soil, pouring on it rivers with.their over
flowings, what else does He prove save 
the exceeding greatness of His own 
wealth and goodness? This is the reason 
for which He created no soul barren of 
virtue, even if the exercise of it be to 
some impossible. 

"Breathed into," we note, is equivalent to 
"inspired" or "be-souled" the soul less; for 
God forbid that we should be infected 
with such monstrous folly as to think that 
God employs for inbreathing organs such 
as mou,th or nostrils; for God is not only , 
not in the form of man, but belongs to no 
class or kind. Yet the expression clearly 
brings out something that accords with 
nature. For it implies of necessity three 
things, that which inbreathes, that which 
receives, that which is inbreathed: that 
which inbreathes is 

1
God, that which re

ceives is the mind, that which is in
breathed is the spirit or breath. What, 
then, do we infer from these p~emises? A 
union of the three comes about, as God 
projects the power that proceeds from 
Himself through the mediant breath till it 
reaches the subject. And for what pur
pose save that we may obtain a concep
tion. of Him? For how could the soul have 
conceived of God, had· He not breathed 
into it and mightily laid hold of it? For the 
mind of man would never have ventured 
to soar so high as to grasp the nature of 
God, had ~ot God Himself drawn it up to 
Himself, so far as it was possibl~ that the 

·mind of man should be drawn up, and 
stamped it with the impress of the powers 1 

that are within the scope of its under
standing. 

2 

Philo of Alexandria (1st Century AD) 
From his commentary on Genesis 

6rowth In Jesus 

SURPRISE WITNESSES TO SPIRITUAL REALITY 

Week Seven 
The Origins of Life (Continued) 

Besides evolution's failed predictions, as discussed 
last time, there are several fundamental scientific 
flaws in the theory that can be useful to keep in 
mind. Most of them stem from the fact that Dar
win lived before the complexities of cells, and of 
the genetic mech.anism itself, were completely un
derstood. To finish our study, we shall only briefly 
enumerate a few of these most telling faults of 
"evolution". 

The crucial mechanism that Darwin's theory rests 
on is genetic mutation. There are verified exam
ples wherein an organism can be born, due to a 
genetic accident, with characteristics radically dif
ferent from its parent organisms. Darwin sug
gested that sometimes the resulting mutation could 
be 'somehow useful to that animal, and that then 
the mutant might pass on the characteristic to its 
own offspring, who eventually would form a new 
species. But there are two fatal flaws with relying 
on genetic mutation as a vehicle for development 
of new species. 

First, almost all genetic mutations that actually oc
cur on earth (as opposed to those that oceur in evo
lution ists' imaginations) are highly destructive, usu
ally fatal, to the mutant. Instances to the contrary 
are ver)t rare. Evolutionists like to reference lab 
experiments that have produced mutations that 
were not destructive (generally not beneficial ei
ther). But of course, all such experiments were di
rected or designed, and thus have no relevance to 
evolution. Second, even if an animal were some
how to develop a truly beneficial mutation, it 
would most likely not be able to pass it on. Ani-
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mals rarely are willing to mate with another of their 
species that has even superficial deformities, and 
certainly not with an individual with an obvious 
mutation. 

Many other fatal flaws of.evolution have been ex
posed with discoveries about living cells and the 
genetic mechanism. The theory of evolution as
sumes that various structures of living things, such 
as organs, limbs, and skin coverings, are discrete 
units, and are programmed as such In the genetic 
code. But this is not the truth; instead, such struc
tures are irreducibly complex systems based on a 
large array of information programmed .into indi
vidual cells, all of which would have to be 
changed simultaneously to producy a new func
tional structure. It is thus not possible for even the 
most drastic mutation to produce a structure or 
change that is not already amongst the possibilities 
stored in the genetic code. For example, humans 
are occasionally born with extra fingers or toes, or 
even a small tail, because the genetic program
ming exists for these structures. But it is not possi
ble for a human ever to be born with scales or gills. 
So evolutionary scenarios such as reptiles turning 
into mammals, and the like, are not possible. 

Space does not permit detailed description of such 
other problems as homology, (which Darwin 
viewed as the main evidence for evolution, but 
now seen as a crucial weakness), or of the fossil 
evidence that challenges many of Darwin's as
sumptions. But even this short study should sug
gest that the. design of an intelligent Creator is a 
much better explanation for life than the crackpot 
theory of evolution. · 

- Mark Garner 



Family Information Calendar 

Food Pantry Needs June 
The Food Pantry is in need of the followin'g: 
Dish washing liqu'id, beef stew, jelly, m.uffin mix, 17 
toothpaste, shampoo. 7 

New Adult Classes Begin 
Services At Willow Brook, 2 p.m. 
Bible Study At Orient 
NWOCYCWeek Child Care Needed 

11 
14-20 
17 David and Kristen Maynard, are _looking for some

one to baby-sit from approx. 3 p.m. to 5:30 or 6 I 21 
p.m. Monday through Friday. If you are inter 25 

50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Bible Study At Orient 

ested or know someone who might be inter-
ested, please call them at 523-1794. 

Potter Children's Home 
The mission of Potter Children's Home is to be 
used as a tool in the hands of supporting 
churches of Christ and individual Christians to 
deliver God's justice and mercy to children and ' 
families in need. We are asking each family of 
the congregation to give a total of $8.00 toward 
this program. $5.00 cash for perishable items 
arid $3.00 worth of non perishable items. 

··Think About It ! 

Willow Brook Annual Golf Scramble 
Willow Brook would like to invite the members 
of our congregation to participate in their 11th 
Annual Golf Scram,ble. Net proceeds will bene
fit the needy residents at their nursing home. 
The golf scramble will be held on Saturday, July 
25th at Willow Run Golf Course. The starting 
tin:ie will be 12:25 pm with lunch and supper 
provided. See the bulletin board in the foyer for 
more information and a copy of the registration 
form. 

The only permanent pain and harm that cari • • 
come to me from the offenses committed against Contributions 
me is the irreparable injury I do myself by hatred Last Week' $5148 Avg YTD 
of those who wrong me! 

$5333 

Sel'\lices 

Sunday Bible Study 
unday Worship Service 
unday Even ing 

Wednesday Evening 

Harry Rimmer Russia $205 Avg YTD $228 
Sword of the' Lord 1--------------------1 

Youth Min. $236 Avg YTD $325 

Youth Min Total I ...._ $8118 

Elder.s: Wilbur Allen, Frankph,appell, Roy Estep, Gene P.r:,ince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Deaco11s: .. Brian Amo Id, l'om Barnba.rdt; Joe Barozzin.i, John Bradley 

JO::lQ am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, DarreUEstep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm. Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters ' 
7:00 pu'I Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

~va11gefi!J·ts: MikeHipes, Tom Barnhardt. 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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What Are You Reading, Old Man 
A century ago, an old man was traveling alone in France 

by train. A much younger ma·n, who was sitting, next to him, 

watched as the older man reached into his traveling case, took 

out a Bible and began to read. After a while, the younger man 

decided to strike up a conversation. "What are you reading?" he 

asked. "I am reading from the 61h chapter of Mark in the New 

:f estament.1' "What does it say?" the young man asked. "It is the 

story of the
1 

miracle df the loaves and fishes. This gospel writer 

tells us about the vast crowd that had followed Jesus because of 

the signs He was performing for the sick. Jesus then pre~ched to 

' the crowd until it was dark and they were hungry. With only 5 

barley loaves and a couple of dried ·fish, Jesus fed the entire 

crowd of 5,000. When the people had finished eating, the lefto

vers filled 12 baskets." A little scornful, the young man asked, 
11 ~0 you really believe that?" "Yes, I do," came the reply, to 

which the younger man answered, "I can see that you have been 

brainwashed by ancient superstitions. That could never have 

happened to·me. You see, I am a scientist. Everything that hap

pens in this world can ultimately be accounted for scientifically. 

The story you have read defies the laws of science and therefore · 

is sheer fantasy. Give me facts, provable facts. As a man of sci

ence, I can have no faith in miracles. But I cannot expect you to 

understand that." At this point, the train began to slow down. 

"Here is my station," said the yolJng man as he rose from his 

seat. "It was nice talking to you, Mr., I'm sorry I didn't get your 

name." Where upon, the old man handed him his calling card 

bearing the name, Louis Pasteur, one .of the world's greatest sci

entists! 

~ , Joe Orvelo, Sterling Heights, Ml 

~ 



Ser11ing God 

A LIVING GOD 

A defendant was on trial for murder. 
There was strong evidence indicating 
gu i It, but there was .no corpse. In the de
fense's closing statement the lawyer, 
knowing that his client would probably be 
convicted, resorted to a trick: "Ladies and 
gentlemen of the jury, I have a surprise for 
you all," the lawyer said as he looked at 
his watch. "Within one minute, the per
son presumed dead in ,this case will walk 
into this courtroom." 

He looked toward the courtroom door. 
The jurors, somewhat stunned, all looked 
on eagerly. A minute passed. Nothing 
happened. 

Finally the lawyer said, "Actually, I made 
up the previous .statement. But you al I 
looked on with anticipation. I therefore 
put it to you that there is reasonable doubt 
in this case as to whether anyone was 
killed and insist that you return a verdict 
of not guilty." 

The jury, clearly confused, retired to de
liberate. A few minutes later, the jury re
turned and pronounced a verdict of guilty. 

"But how?" inquired the lawyer. "You 
must have had some doubts; I saw all of 
you stare at the door." 
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The jury foreman replied: "Oh, we did 
look but Y?Ur client didn't." 

Oops! It was evident from the way he 
acted that the defendant didn't really be
lieve the victim was still alive. Let me ask 
you a question: As the world looks at our 
I ives, is it evident to them that we believe 
in a living God? · 

Oh, I know we've made the case, we've 
argued the evidence, we've proclaimed 
the truth that "Our God, He is Alive!" But 
the world may be looking not so much at 
the evidence we present, as our de
meanor, to see if it matches what we say 
we believe. 

"For to this end we both labor and suffer 
reproach, because we trust in the living 
God, who is the Savior of all men, espe
cially of those who believe. These things 
command and teach. Let none despise 
your youth, but be an example to the be
lievers in word, in conduct, in love, in 
spirit, in faith, in purity." (I Timothy 4:10-
12) 

May it be evident to the people around us 
by the way we ,act that we serve a LIVING 
God! . 

Alan Smith (Boone, NC) 

61·owth In Jes11s 

GOD INTENDED IT FOR GOOD 
Lessons From the Life of Joseph 
Week One: Introduction & Themes 

The life of Joseph, which occupies most of the 
last 14 chapters of Genesis, is interesting and sig
nificant in showing how God at work on several 
different levels. God dealt with Joseph person
ally in ways that teach several important lessons, 
God used Joseph in ways that were of vital 
benefit to those around him, and God also used 
the whole situation as part of his long-term plan 
for his people, with consequences that would be 
felt hundreds of years in the future. Thus, in 
studying Joseph, we are able to learn important 
and useful lessons on all of these levels. But 
more than that, we are privileged to see how 
God works, in weaving together his specific 
plans for individuals and groups in ways that ac
complish several purposes simultaneously. 

You are likely familiar with the general story of 
Joseph. As a young man, God used dreams to 
reveal that his future held greatness. His jealous 
brothers sold him to slave-traqers, and he 
wound up in Egypt After giving loyal and effec
tive service to his master, he was falsely accused 
of a crime, and put in prison. There he made 
the best of the situation, becomir;ig known as a 
trustworthy servant of the warden. He also dis
tinguished himself by correctly interpreting the 
dream of a prominent prisoners, who then failed 
to follow through on h

1

is promises to help Joseph 
get out of jail. Finally, his God-given wisdom 
and insight make him useful to the Pharaoh, 
who puts him in a position where he can experi
ence the promises God gave him, save many 
Egyptians and others from starvation, and reunite 

3 

his family in Egypt. 

Beyond the many specific lessons that we shall 
study over the following few weeks, there are 
some important general themes in this account 
that are important to remember: 

·/ 

Cod works on his time-scale, not ours. 
Throughout this account, and of course. in other 
narratives in the Bible, and in most events in hu- · 
mans'. lives today, we see humans acting s1rictly 
to accomplish short-term goals and to satisfy self
ish, immediate desires. God consistently re
mains faithful to his own purpose, which often 
causes confusion or frustration amongst even 
believers, if they have the short-term perspective 
and fail to realize that God's perspective is supe
rior to their own. 

Cod is in absolute control. Any time that it 
seems as if God is not acting or controlling 
events around us, this is solely due to our lack of 
perception, not to any genuine lack of control 
on God's part. God has shown in the Scriptures 
and elsewhere that he can act in an.y circum
stance and on any level. God is in control of 
individuals, churches, communities, and na
tions. 

None of us has an isolated or independent life. 
Episodes such as.Joseph's life emphasize unmis- , 
takably that all of our lives are intertwined, and 
illustrate the wisdom of the New Testament im
age of the church as an interdependent body of 
many parts. We should never see events in the 
church, or in oyr personal lives, as haying mean
ing only to ourselves. 

- Mark Carner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the fol lowing: 
Dish washing liquid, beef stew, jelly, muffin mix, 
toothpaste, shampoo, canned juice. 

Calendar 

June 

14-20 NWOCYC Week 
17 
21 

Middle And High School, Please Note I 25 
1) The Sunday evening teen class in the park is 
cancelled for this evening. 

50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 

1Bible Study At Orient 

2) The teen group (middle and high school) will 
be camping Friday night, June 26th at Mohican 
State Park. We will canoe on Saturday, eat din-
ner there and return in the evening. The cost for 
the trip is $20.00 which includes campsite, ca
noe trip, and; meals. Please see Bubba to sign 
up, fill out your medical release form (this is not 
an option, the forms must be filled out and 
signed by your parent if you are going), and pay. 
3) Tuesday June 30th, Northland will host the 
Summer Youth ,Series. From 7-9 pm we will have 
200-300 teens from around central Ohio here. In 
keeping with tradition, we will serve ice cream 
sundaes. We rely on the generosity of our family 
here to help provide the funds, toppings, and 
drinks. A table will be set up after services to col-
lect donations, or please see one of the youth 
leaders if you can help!! 

New Address 
Effective June 29th, Paul and Julia Lennous new 
address will be: 8905 #D Schick Road, Austin 
Texas, 78729 

Potter Children's Home 
The mission of Potter Children's Home is to be 
used as a tool in the hands of supporting 
churches .of Christ and individual Christians to . 
deliver God's justice and mercy to children and 
families in need. We are asking each family of 
the congregation to give a total of $8.00 toward 
this program. $5 .00 cash for perishable items 
and $3 .00 worth of non perishable items 

--

Contributions 

Last Week $5591 I AvgYTD
1 

$5344 

Russia $254 I Avg YTD $229 

Youth Min. $222 I Avg YTD $321 

Youth Min Total I ..... $8341 

Services Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 

- Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 
10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates ' 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 4 7 5-()161 
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The Relinquished Life 
' 

11
/ am crucified with Christ. 11 Galatians 2:20 

No one is ever united with Jesus Christ until he is willing to relinquish 
not sin only, but his whole way of looking at things. To be born from 
above of the Spirit of God means that we must let go before we lay 
hold, and in the first stages it is the relinquishing of all pretence. What 

·Our Lord wants us to present to Him is not goodness, nor honesty, nor 
endeavour, but real solid sin; that is all He can take from us. And what 

, does He give in exchange for our sin? Real solid righteousness. But 
we must relinquish all pretence of being anything, all claim of being 
worthy of God's consideration. 

Then the Spirit of God will show us what further there is to relinquish. 
There will have to be the relinquishing of my claim to my right to my
self in every phase. Am I willing to relinquish my hold on all I possess, 
my hold on my affections, and on everything, and to be identified with 
the death of Jesus Christ? 

There is always a sharp painful disillusionment to go through before we 
do relinquish. When a man really sees himself as the Lord sees him, it 
is not the abominable sins of the flesh that shock him, but the awful na
ture of the pride of his own heart against Jesus Christ. When he sees 
himself in the light of the Lord, the shame and the horror and the des
perate conviction come home. 

If you are up against the question of relinquishing, go through the cri
sis, relinquish all, and God will make you fit for all that He requires of 
you. 

Oswald Chambers 

"I have been crucified with Christ and I 
no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The 

life I live in the body, I live by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave 

himself for me." 
Galatians 2:20 



Ser11ing 6od 

IF GOD HAD VOICE MAIL 

Most of us take for granted that voice mail is. a 
necessary part of modern life. Like it or not, it 
is in such ge'neral use that nobody can escape 
sitting through recorded messages and having 
to choose among pr~determined menu.op
tions. 

Maybe you've already seen the piece c:irculat
ing on the Internet that imagines God has in
stalled voice mail. In case you haven't come 
across it yet. .. 

Imagine praying and hearing this: "Thank you 
for calling My Father's House. Please select 
one of the fol lowing options: 

Press 1 for thanksgiving 
Press 2 for requests 
Press 3 for complaints 
Press 4 for all other inquiries." 

What if God used the familiar line we've all 
heard when trying to get through to a com
pany or office at peak-traffic times? "All the 
angels are helping other customers right now. 

· Please stay on the line, and you call will be 
answered in the order it was received. Have 
a nice day! If you would like to hear King 
David sing one of his favorite Psalms while· 
you are on hold, press 23 fol lowed by the 
pound sign." 

And here are some messages we'll never 
hear ... "Our office is closed for the week~nd. 
Please call again Monday after 9 a.m.'; "Ou'r 

computers show that you have already called 
twice today.' Please hang up and try again to
.morrow." 

There's a perfectly serious point to this de
lightfully fanciful thought. Our God has high
traffic capabilities for handling our frequent 
requests. As trivial as some of them are, he is 
a.lways available. As panicked as we are in 
some situations, he never puts us "on hold" 
about being heard. As sinful as we have 
been, there is never a busy signal or circuit 
overload in heaven. God really is as close as 
a whispered (or screamed) prayer. 

Your prayer doesn't have to be articulate. It 
doesn't have to fit someone's prescribed for
mula. It simply has to be from your heart, 
bonest and sincere. 

Eight .centuries before Jesus was born, God's 
prophet called his covenant people to repen
tance and holiness with this promise: "Then 
you will call, and the Lord will answer; you 
will cry for help, and he will say: Here am 
I" (Isa. 58:9). 

.While you're holding for someone or waiting 
.. to leave a voice mail message later this week, 

. breathe a little prayer during that interval. Just 
say: "God, I'm thankful you are always 
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there - and so available." He'll know what 
you mean. 

Rubel Shelly & the Woodmont Hills Church 

Growth In Jesus 

GOD INTENDED IT FOR GOOD: 
Lessons From the Life of Joseph 

Week Two· 
Let God Do The Dreaming (Genesis 37:1-11) 

Joseph has a privileged position at home, but 
trouble is coming his way because of it. Not 
only is he his father's favorite child (which Jacob 
made no effort to conceal), he is prone to critique 
his older brothers in front of his father. Matters 
reach a crisis when Joseph has two dreams that 
very obviously foretell how he would rule over 
the other members of his family. 

One of the significant questions about Joseph is 
why God would make Joseph go through so 
much before putting him where he planned to 

, put him' all along. Joseph endured 13 misery
filled years between his dreams of glory and the 
day that Pharaoh raised him up from a prisoner 
to be the ruler of Egypt. (And it was several more 
years before the details of the dreams were ful
filled.) In these years, Joseph suffered many in
justices and hardships, and must constantly hav~ 
wondered when the trials would · end. Why 
would God cause him to go through this? Part of 
the answer lies in God's full purpose, but part 
also lies in Joseph himself. 

Joseph is naturally, and rightly, excited about the 
dreams God gave him. It is a privilege to be used 
by God even in a small way. But he used poor 
judgment in the way he presented his dreams to 
his family, and especially to his brothers. There 
is no modesty or humility in his approach, and it 
is no surpris~ that his brothers are not excited for 
him, but instead are filled with resentment. 
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While they are certainly to be censured for their 
poor attitudes, Joseph also should have realiz~d 
that no,thing constructive could have come of 
what he did. His self-centered and idle celebra
tion contrasts with the much. more mature joy 
that he would show later when he realized the 
full nature and importance of God's plans. At 
this time, the future was just a dream to Joseph, 
and he had no idea what it would cost to fulfil his 
dreams. 

Too often, we are more concerned with makihg 
known the things God has done through us than 
we are with helping and encouraging others to 
serve God effectively. Even worse, we feel com
pel led to talk about our future deeds instead of 
quietly devoting ourselves to the things God has 
called 1,1s to do in the present. It is not 
"encouragement" to dwell on what we have ac
complished in front of those who are frustrated in 
thei.r efforts to serve God, and it is not "faith" to 
expend time talking about what God is going to 
do through us when there is work to be done. 

Like Joseph, we 'can be blind to the fault of idle 
dreaming in ourselves, but God must deal with it. 
Observe how Jacob, a man who knew a thing or 
two about having God deal with his youthful sins 
in order to make him usable, responded to his 
son's boasting. After a brief comment, he let it 
go, and "kept the matter in mind". Jacob knew 
that. God would fulfill Joseph's dreams, but he 
also knew that God would deal with Joseph, and 
would make him more humble. So, whether we 
see pride in others, or suspect it in ourselves, we 
ought to pray for God to work, which is the most 
effective way we can help. Beyond a doubt, 
God will deal with this in any believer for whom 
he has plans. -

- Mark Carner 



Calendar 

Food Pantry Needs June 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 21 
Dish washing liquid, beef stew, jelly, muffin mix, 25 
toothpaste, canned juice, and shampoo. 30 

50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Bible Study At Orient 
Summer Youth Series 7-9 pm 

Middle And High School, P.lease Note 
1) The teen group (middle and high school) will 
be camping Friday night, June 26th at Mohican 
State Park. We will canoe on Saturday, eat din
ner there and return in the evening. The cost for 
the trip is $20.00. which includes campsite, ca
noe trip, and, meals. See Bubba to sign up, fill 
out your medical release form (not optional, the 
forms must be filled out and signed by your par
ent if you are going), and pay. 
2) Tuesday June 30th, Northland Will host the 
Summer Youth Series from 7-9 pm. We will 
serve ice cream sundaes, and rely on the gener
osity of our family here to help provide the 
funds, toppings, and drinks. A table will be set 
up after services to collect donations, or see one . 
of the vouth leaders if you can help!! 

July 
1 50's Plus Me~ting In The Annex 
9 Bible Study At Orient . 
12 Services At Orient 
15 50's Plus M~etiing In The Annex 
19 50's Plus ".Eat Out Sunday" 
23 Bible Study At Orient 

Potter Children's Home 
The mission of Potter Children's Home is to be 
used as a tool in the hands of supporting 

· churches of Christ and individual Christians to 
deliver God's justice and mercy to children and 
families in need. We are asking each family of 
the congregation to give a total of $8.00 toward 
this program. $5.00 cash for perishable items 
and $3.00 worth of non perishable items. 

Youth Min 

Services Elaers: Wilbur AUen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Ge.oe Prince, Ray Thome 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worshi p Service 

unday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Toin Barnhardt, J6e Barozzinl, John Bradley, 
(0:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, DarreU Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Vates 

Eva11ge/ists: Mike Bipes,Tqm Barnhardt ~ 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 

c 
z 
<( 

_J 

:c 

.....:
Q) 

~ 
~ 

.. 
"""' C'I 
Q) 
c: 
~ 

What Should A Father Do? 

Fathers are a strange lot. They get up early and leave the house; they 
don't come home until the close of day. 

I sensed early on in life that daddy was important. He didn't stay at 
home as mother did, but he seemed in control of the family. There 
was no question in my mind that you did what daddy said . Mother 
taught it; Dad enforced it. 

Later, when I became a father, I began to sehse the awesome responsi
bility of providing for one's family. There was housing to be secured, 
food for the table, and clothing for the body. But that was only the be
ginning. Something much larger was at stake - the eternal welfare of 
every member of the family. Being the "head" of the house was no 
matterto be taken lightly. Thankfully, I found a handbook for fathers -
the same one my father used - the Bible. I wasn't perfect, but the Book 
was. I still recommend that Book for every man trying to raise a family. 
It wili' give you insights at every turn in the road. 

For example, take the statement of the apostle Paul: "For you know 
how, like a father with his children, we exhorted each one of you and 
encourage you and charged you to lead a life worthy of God, who calls 
you into his own kingdom and glory" (1Thessaloni,ans2:11-12). 

In these verses three verbs are connected with the role of the father: ex
horted, encourage, and charged. Children need to be exhorted to a life 
of right' conduct. They need to be encouraged in their pursuit of that 
goal. And they need the authoritative charge of their father (God hose 
Abraham because He knew that Abraham would "charge his children 
and his household after him, to ke~p the way of the Lord by doing 
righteousness and justice" (Genesis 18: 19). 

There is no job more important .for any father than that of teaching his 
children "tb lead a life worthy of God." 

John Gipson 



Ser11ing God 

PEARLS 

The cheerful girl with bouncy golden curls was 
almost five. Waiting with her mother at the 
checkout stand, she saw them: a circle of 
glistening white pearls in a pink foil box. "Oh 
please, Mommy. Can I 'have them? Please, 
Mommy, please!" Quickly the mother checked 
the back of the little foil box and then looked 
back into the pleading blue eyes of her little 
girl's upturned face. "A dollar ninety-five. 
That's almost $2.00. If you really want them, I'll 
think of some extra chores for you and in no 
time you can save enough money to buy them 
for yourself. Your birthday's only a week away 
and you might get another crisp dollar bill from 
Grandma." 

As soon as Jenny got home, she emptied her 
penny bank and counted out 17 pennies. · 
After dinner, she did more than her-share of 
chores, and she went to the neighbor and asked 
Mrs. McJames if she could pick dandelions for 
ten c~nts. On he~ birthday Grandma did give 
her another new dollar bill; and, at last, she had 
enough money to buy the necklace. 

Jenny loved h'er pearls. They made her feel 
dressed up and grown up. She wore them eve-· 
rywhere-bible class, preschool, even to bed. 
The only time she took them off was when she 
went swimming or had a bubble bath. Mother 
said if they got wet, they might turn her neck 
green. Jenny had a very loving daddy, and 
every night when she was ready for bed he 
would stop whatever he was doing and come 
upstairs to read her a story. One night when he 
finished the story, he asked Jenny, "Do you love 
me?" 
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"Oh yes, Daddy. You know that I love you." 
"Then give me your pearls." "Oh, Daddy, not 
my pearls. But you can have Princess, the white 
horse from my collection. The one with the 
pink tail. Remember, Daddy? The one you 
gave me. She's my favorite." "That's okay, 
Honey. Daddy loves you. Good night." And 
he brushed her cheek with a kiss. ' 

About a week later, after story time, Jenny's 
daddy asked again, "Do you love me?" 
"Daddy, yo

1
u know I love you." "Then give me 

your pearls." "Oh, Daddy, not my pearl.s. But 
ydu can have my baby doll. The brand new one 
I got for my birthday. She js so beautiful, and 
you can have the yellow blanket that matches 
her sleeper." "That's okay. Sleep well. God 
bless you, little one. Daddy loves you." 

And, as always, he brushed her cheek with a 
gentle kiss. A few nights later when her daddy 
came in, Jenny was sitting on her bed with her 
legs crossed indian-style. As he came close, he 
noticed her chin was trembling and one silent 
tear rolled down her cheek. "What is it, Jenny? 
What's the matter?" Jenny didn't say anything 
but lifted her little hand up to her daddy. And 
when she opened it, there was her I ittle pearl 
necklace. With a little quiver, she finally said, 
"Here, Daddy. It's for you." With tears gather
ing in his own eyes, Jenny's kind daddy reached 
out with one hand ta-take the dime-store.neck
lace and with the other hand he reached into his 
pocket and pulled out a blue velvet case with a 
strand of genuine pearls and gave them to 
Jenny. He had had them all the time. He was 
just waiting for her to give up the dime-store 
stuff so he could give her a genuine treasure. 

So like our heavenly Father . . 
What are you hanging on to? 

Author Unknown: Shared with us by Ray Thorne 

Growth In Jesus 

GOD INTENDED IT FOR GOOD 
Lessons From the Life of Joseph 

' 

Week Three: The D.estructive Power of Envy 
(Genesis 37:12-36) 

After hearing Joseph boast about his dreams, his 
10 older brothers can no longer contain their 
hatred for him, and hatch a plot to (they think) 
get rid of him forever. This is a sa~ story, and 
eyen if we are able to sympathize with the 
brothers' frustration with their more favored 
younger brother, it is not possible to excuse the 
hateful way that they treat him.. Whether Jo
seph's boastfulness was deliberate or simply ill
advised, he had done no actual harm to his 
brothers in any physical or tangible way. Their 
motivation was thus purely envy, a simple re
sentment of the apparent favored position JO-

' seph had, and of his greater self-confidence. 

Envy is a sin that we do not often attack or even 
discuss, and yet it is one of the most common 
problems that hinders Chri.stians in their relation
ships w(th each other and with God. Even 
when envy does not lead to such a spectacular 
display of ugliness as it did in Joseph's brothers, 
it erodes the love, appreciation, and concern 
that we ought to have for one another. · When 
we envy another person, whether a family mem
ber, another believer, or anyone else, we cannot 
truly love that person, because in our hearts we 
desire what is rightfully theirs. This is why the 
command against coveting is in the 10 .com
mandments, along with commands that on the 
surface seem more important. 
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There are many things we can envy in another -
material things, talents and abilities, postion or 
authority, popularity and personality. There are 
at least two basic points to remember that can 
help us keep from being covetous of those who 
have these things that we desire. First, it is im
portant to realize that none of these things have 
the value that we often attach to them. Then, it 
is important to recognize and appreciate the 
things God has given us, so that we realize how 
unreasonable it is to envy someone else. 

The things we envy in others are always superfi
cial or temporary blessings, that will at best dis
appear on the Day of Judgment; if not long be
fore. If we find ourselves struggling with envy 
towards those who have what we desire in this 
world, it indic;ates a lack of proper perspective. 
These things are temporary blessings that God 
gives us, to be appreciated but not over
emphasized. When we see others whom God 
has blessed, we should rejoice for them. We 
should realize that we ourselves have enormous 
blessings in Christ· that do not compare to the 1 
earthly things we lack (Romans 8:18). 

Further, the real blessings we have are not lim
ited. If someone else has forgiveness of sins, a 
honie in heaven,, and eternal life, that does not 
make it harder for me to have them. It makes no 
sense to be envious of these things, because we 
can all have them in equal and unlimited 
amounts. Like the workers in the vineyard (Matt 
20:1-16), we all receive the same amount, and 
there is no cal I for us to be envious because of 
our Master's generosity. 

- Mark Garner 

•' 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
muffin mix, canned fruit, tea, crackers. 

Middle And High School, Please Note 
Tuesday June 30th, Northland will host the Sum-: 
mer Youth Series from 7-9 pm. We will serve ice 
cream sundaes, and rely on the generosity of our 
family here to help provide the funds, toppings, 
and drinks. A table will be set up after services 
to collect donations, or see one of the youth 
leaders if you can help!! · 

Ladies Retreat 
The 2nd Annual Ohio State Ladies Retreat hosted 
by the Glass City Church of Christ will be Octo
ber 16-18 in Toledo. More information is on the 
bulletin board or contract Elvah Donald at 855-
4585 or 899-0094. 

Hospitalized 
Louise Burns husband, Bill1 is in Riverside Hospi
tal, room 8258. Please keep_ him in your pray
ers. 

Words For Thought 
Genuine Christians do not want to go to heaven 
alone. 
God promises a safe landing but not a calm 
passage. 

Calendar 

June 
30 Summer Youth Series 7-9 pm 

July 
1 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
9 Bible Study At Orient 
12 Services At Orient 
15 50's Plus Meetiing In The Annex 
19 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
23 Bible Study At Orient 

Potter Children's Home 
The mission of Potter Children's Home is to be 
used as a tool in the hands of supporting 
churches of Christ and individual Christians to 
deliver God's justice and mercy to children and 
families in need. We are asking each family of 
the congregation to give a total of $8.00 toward 
this program. $5.00 cash for perishable items 
and $3.00 worth of non perishable items. 

Contributions 

last Week $5008 AvgYTD $5311 

Russia ,$255 AvgYTD $230 

I Youth Min. $191 I Avg YTD '$309 

-Bulgarian proverb I Youth Min Total I ..... $8648 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service' 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9-:30. am. Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 
10:30 ·~ Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Rich Family In Our Church 
I'll never forget Easter 1946. I was 14, my little sister Ocy, 12, and my 
older sister Darlene, 16. We lived at home with our mother, and the four of 
us knew what it was to do without many things. 

My dad had died five years before, leaving Mom with seven school kids to 
raise and no money. By 1946 my older sisters were married, and my broth
ers had left home. 

A month before Easter, the minister of our church announced that a special 
offering would be taken to help a poor family. He asked everyone to save 
and give sacrificially: When we 'got home, we talked about what we could 
do. We decided to buy 50 pounds of potatoes·and live on them for a 
month. This would allow us to save $20 of our grocery money for the offer
ing. When we thought that if we kept our electric lights turned out as much 
as possible and didn't listen to the radio, we'd save money on that month's 
electric bill. Darlene got as many house and yard cleaning jobs as possible, 
and both of us baby sat for.everyone we could. For 15 cents, we could buy 
enough cotton loops to make three pot holders to sel I for $1. We made $20 
on pot holders. 

That month was one of the best of our lives. Every day we counted the 
money to see how much we had saved. At night we'd sit in the dark and 
talk about how the poor family was going to enjoy having the money the 
church would give them. We had about 80 people in church, so we figured 
that whatever amount of money we had to give, the offering would surely 
be 20 times that much. After all, every Sunday: the minister reminded eve
ryone to save for the sacrificial offering. 

The day before Easter, Ocy and I walked to the grocery store and got the 
manger to give us three crisp $20 bills and one $10 bill for all our change. 
We ran all the way home to show Mom and Darlene. We had never had so 
much money before. That night we were so excited we could hardly sleep. 
We didn't care that we wouldn't have new clothes for Easter; we had $70 
for the sacrificial offering. We could hardly wait to get to Church! 

On Sunday morning, rain was pouring. We didn't own an umbrella, and 
the church was over a mile from our home, but it didn't seem to matter how 
wet we got. Darlene had cardboard in her shoes to fill the holes. The card
board came apart, and her feet got wet. But we sat in church proudly. I 
heard some teenagers talking about the Smith girls having on their old 
dresses. I looked at them in their new clothes, and I felt so rich. 

(Continued on page 2) 



When the sacrificial offering was taken, we were sitting on the second row from the front. Mom put in 
the $10 birl, and each of us girls put in a $20. As we walked home from church, we sang all the way. 
At lunch Mom had a surprise for us. She had bought a dozen eggs, and we had boiled Easter eggs with 
our fried potatoes! Late that afternoon the minister drove up in his car. Mom went to the door, talked 
with him for a moment, and then came back with an envelope in her hand. We asked what it was, but 
she didn't say a word. She opened the envelope and out fell a bunch of money. There were three 

·crisp $20 bills, one $10 and seventeen $1 bills. Mom put the money back in the envelope. We didn't 
talk, just sat and stared at the floor. We had gone from feeling like millionaires to feeling like poor · 
white trash. · 

We kids had had such a happy life that we felt sorry for anyone who didn't have our mom and dad for 
parents and a house full of brothers and sisters and other kids visiting constantly. We thought it was 
fun to share silverware and see whether we got the fork or the spoon that night. We had two knives 
which we passed around to whoever needed them. 

I knew we didn't have a lot of things that other people had, but I'd never thought we were poor. That 
Easter Day I found out we were. The minister had brought us the money for the poor family, so we 
must be poor. I didn't like being poor. I looked at my dress and worn-out shoes and felt so ashamed 
that I didn't want to go back to church. Everyone there probably already knew we were poor. 

We sat in silence for a long time. Then it got dark, and we went to bed. All that week, we girls went 
to school and came home, and no one talked much. Finally on Saturday, Mom asked us what we 
wanted to do with the money. What did poor people do with money? We didn't know. We'd never 
know we were poor. We didn't want to go to church on Sunday, but Mom said we had to. Although it 
was a sunny day, we didn't talk on the way. Mom started to sing, but no one joined in and she only 
sang one verse. 

At church we had a missionary speaker. He talked about how churches in Africa made buildings out o( 
sun-dried bricks, but they needed money to buy roofs. He said $100 would put a roof on a church. 
The minister said, "Can't we all sacrifice to help these poor people?" 

We looked at each other and smiled for the first time in a week. Mom reached into her purse and 
pulled out the envelope. She passed it to Darlene. Darlene gave it to me, and I handed it to Ocy. Ocy 
put it in the offering. When the offering was counted, the minister announced that it was a little over 
$100 .. The missionary was excited. He hadn't expected such a large offering from our small church. 
He said, "You much have some rich people in this church." Suddenly it struck us! We had given $87 
of that "little over $100." yve were the rich family in the church! ·Hadn't the missionary said so? From 
that day on I've never been poor again. I've always remembered how rich I am because I have Jesus. 

"And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into. the treasury, and He saw also a certain poor 
widow putting in two mites. So He said, 'Truly I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than 
all; for all these out of their abundance have put in offerings for God, but she out of her poverty put in 
al I the I ivel ihood that she had."' (Luke 21: 1-4). 

-Edie Ogan 
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61·owth In Jesus 

GOD INTENDED IT FOR GOOD 
Lessons From the Life of Joseph 

Week Four 
A Family Ready For Egypt (Genesis 38) 

Many who read through the book of Genesis 
wonder why the account in Genesis is inserted 
between chapter 37 and 39, seemingly inter
rupting the narrative of Joseph. Others wonder 
why such a sordid tale is in the Bible at all. Both 
questions are answered in the same way, in that 
the account of Judah and his children illustrates 
the need for what God is about to do, in sending 
his· people to Egypt, where they will be disci
plined and refined. 

The Bible is always honest about the ·humans 
whose lives it describes. The Scriptures do not 
present a storybook picture of flawless heros 
who have no visible faults. Instead, God's peo
ple are shown to commit grievous mistakes, and 
on occasion to display all the worst human emo
tions and motivations. This contrasts sharply 
with the idealized portrayal of God's people as a 
kingdom of saints. This tension between hu
mans as God wants them to be, and humans as 
they actually are, is one of the key topics ad
dressed in the Bible. God understands that his 
people will never be perfect, since of course he 
created us with the, capacity to err, but at the 
same time, he desires very much that we fight 
against that tendency. Further, God does not 
merely sit back and watch to see what we will 
do - instead, he actively supplies help and direc
tion to those whom he loves. Part of his care is 
expressed through discipline. · 

God had chosen Jacob's family to be the seed of 
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a great nation. But Jacob and his sons were 
filled with violence, lust, envy, and many other 
sins. Why then did he choose them? Did he 
just choose a random sinful family to show that 
anyone could serve God? Not at all. Jacob, for 
all his faults, always was conscious of God and 
always knew that God was his master. He val
ued the things of God and knew .their impor
tance. Someone like that is useful to God de
spite being filled with sin and rebellion, because 
God can teach and discipline, to eliminate these 
obstacles to knowing him. On the other hand, 
Jacob's brother Esau, while a more desirable 
friend in many respects, never had any apprecia
tion for the things of God, and traded away 
things of great value for temporary benefits. 

God sees the potential in individuals (and in 
congregations). When individual believers or 
groups of believers undergo discipline, it is be
cause God wants to. purify and strengthen their 
lives and hearts, so that they can seek and serve 
him for the right reasons. He had great plans for 
Jacob's family, but they needed much discipline 
before they would be ready. Likewise, God has 
plans for you and I, and we must patiently un
dergo discipline, for as long as he feels is neces
sary, before we shall be able to participate in the 
fulfillment of his plans for us. 

- Mark Carner 

"No discipline seems pleasant 4t 
the time, h11t painfotl~ LaJ~r on, 

however, it,produc.es a harvest of 
righteousness and peace for those_ 
. who ha·ve been trained by it." 

Hebrews 12:11 



Family Information Calendar 
Food Pantry Needs 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 9 
Ju1y 

Bible Study At Orient 
Services At Orient canned fruit, canned juice, tea, crackers. 12 

15 

Thanks 19 

50's Plus Meetiing In The Annex 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 

Thanks to God for our wonderful family at North- 23 
land and for a great evening hosting the Summer 
Youth Series! The entire teen group helped make 

Bible Study At Orient 

our skit a success. Many thanks to everyone who 
came and helped provide the refreshments and 
the clean-up. What a blessing to have so many 
caring, supportive brothers and sisters. 

Words Of Wisdom 
Qut of the will of God there is no such thing as 
success; in the will of God there cannot be 
failure · 

Two ways to be rich; In the abundance of your 
possessions or in the scarcity of your wants. 

Many a man's idea of charity is to give unto 
others the advice he won't take himself. 

To practice patience is bitter; but it's fruit is 
sweet. 

He enjoys much who is thankful for a. Uttle. 
A thankful heart speaks more eloquently' t6 God, 
than the most persuasive tongue. 

Potter Children's Home 
The mission of Potter Children's Home is to be 
used as a tool in the hands of supporting 
churches of Christ and individual Christians to 
deliver God's justice and mercy to children and 
families in need .. We are asking each family of 
the congregation to give a total of $8.00 toward 
this program. $5.00 cash for perishable items 
and $3.00 worth of non perishable items. The 
deadline is July 26th. 

Contributions 

Last Week $4481 I Avg YTD $5280 

Russia $230 I Avg YTD $230 

Youth Min. $172 I Avg YTD $304 

I 

I 

-Bu I leti n Inserts t------------1~------------1 
I 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Youth Min Total ...... $8820 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
:30 nm Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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I Believe 

I believe the will of God prevails; 

Without Him all human reliance is vain; 

Without the assistance of that Divine Being I cannot succeed; 

With that assistance I cannot fail. 

I believe I am a humble instrument 

in the hands of our Heavenly Father. 

I desire itnat all my works and acts may be according to His will; 

And that it may be so, I give thanks to the Almighty and seek His aid. 

I believe in praise to Almighty God, 

. the beneficent Creator and Ruler of the Universe . 

Abraham Lincoln 

"I believe the will of God prevails" 



Ser11ing 6od 

TUNING IN TO GOD 

Back when the telegraph was the fast~st 
method of long-distance communication, a 
young man applied for a job as a Morse Code 
operator. Answering an ad in the newspaper, 
he went to the office address that was listed. 
When he arrived, he entered a large, busy of
fice filled with noise and clatter,1ncluding the 
sound of the telegraph in the background. A 
sign on the recepti~nist's counter instructed 
job applicants to fill out a form and wait until 
they were summoned to enter the inner of-· 
flee. 

The young man filled out his form and sat 
down with the seven other applicants in the 
waiting area. After a few minutes, the young 
man stood up, cros~ed the room to the door 
of the ·inner office, and walked right in . Natu
rally the other applicants perked up, wonder
ing what was going on. They muttered 
among themselves that they hadn't heard any 
summons yet. They assumed that the young 
man who went into the office made a mistake 
and would be disqualified. 

Within a few minutes, however, the employer 
escorted the young man out of the office and 
said to tbe other applicants, "Gentlemen, 
thank you very much for coming, but the job . 
has just been filled." 

The other applicants began grumbling to each 
other, and one spoke up saying, "Wait a min
ute, I don't understand. He was the last to 
co~e in, and we never even got a chance to 

be interviewed. Yet he got the job. That's not 
fair!" 

The employer said, "I'm sorry, but all the time 
1 you've been sitting here, the telegraph has 

been ticking out the following message in 
Morse Code: 'If you understand this message, 
then come right in. The job is yours.' None 
of you heard it or understood it. This young 
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man did. The job is his." · 

We live in a world where not many folks hear 
what God has to say. Some people are mak
ing no attempt to listen, but many are just dis
tracted by the noise and commotion of the 
world around us. There is so much going on 
in and around our lives that competes for our 
attention. But, if we are to truly hear God 
amidst all the clutter, we must refuse to be 
distracted and focus our attention on God. and 
His Word. 

"I will hear what God the LORD will speak, 
for He will speak peace to His people and to 
His saints; but let them not turn back to 
folly." (Psalm 85:8) ' 

Father, amidst the hustle and bustle of this 
day, may my ears and my heart truly be open 
to Your word. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

· Alan Smith, (Boone, NC) 

"I will listen to what God the 
LORD will say; he promises 

peace to his people, his saints -
but let them not return to folly." 

Psalm 85:8 

Growth In Jesus 

GOD.INTENDED IT FOR GOOD 
Lessons From the. Life of Joseph 

Week Five 
The Lord Was With Joseph (Genesis 39:1-6) 

Joseph has gone through a nightmarish experi
ence that would have ruined most persons' 
lives. The mistreatment by his own brothers was 
followed by enslavement in a strange land. In
stead of realizing his dreams of glory, he is 
plunged to the depths of humiliation and injus
tice. Joseph faces now a crucial decision that 
will determine the course of his l'ife. Should he 
give in to an understandable resentment and an
ger, or should he work hard and make the best 
of his riew situation? 

Joseph chooses the latter, arid because of it, God 
was with him and made sure that he found favor 
in his master's eyes, giving him a period of grace 
and success: God certainly intended to do this 
very thing, but he would not have done so if Jo
seph had not done his part. Joseph would not 
have found favor in Potiphar's eyes if he had not 
been trustworthy and dependable. Despite the 
injustice of his situation, Joseph worked so hard, 
and made his master so confident in him, that 
Potiphar paid ·no attention at all to his affairs 
with Joseph in charge. 

Reading about the life of Joseph in its entirety, it 
can be easy to gloss over Joseph's situation here. 
Putting together his earlier dreams with the ful
fillment we know will occur, it is easy to say that 
Joseph had compelling reasons to be faithful, 
and that it was not difficult for him to be positive 
and serve Potiphar well. It is easy to say how 

\ 
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' 
much harder it is for us when we are unjustly 
treated, because we have no such as~urance of 
eventual triumph. But to take this attitude 
misses at least two important points. 

God has also promised us great blessings and 
eventual triumph - and on a level far exceeding 
what Josep~ was promised. Promises such as 
forgiveness of. sins, a home in heaven, and eter
nal life are of much greater value than earthly 
glory and power; If we feel that what Joseph 
was promised was greater than what we have 
been promised, we reveal a lack of perspective 
on God and his plans. The promises that God 
has made to us are of eternal value, and cost 
more than anything we could afford, whereas 
Joseph's promises were of temporary value, and 
are often obtained solely by human effort. If we 
want to have a genuine relationship with God, 
we must put his promises in proper perspective, 
and show them the appreciation they deserve. 

I 

Further, Joseph had indeed received some dra
matic assurances that he was to be blessed, but 
we have received more. Joseph had some 
dreams, which he interpreted correctly as evi
dence of God's promises, but which still 1were 
intangible, and which came with no immediate 
deposit to assure their eventual fulfillment. But 
our promises are based on the Son of God, who 
lived among us in the flesh, shed real blood on a 
cross, and rose physically from the dead. And 
he gave us his Spirit to live in us as "a deposit 
guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemp
tion of those who are God's posses- , 
sion" (Ephesians 1: 14). We have been given 
greater promises and greater evidence for those 
promises, and thus have at least as many reasons 
as Joseph did to keep a positive attitude in times 
of difficulty. 

- Mark Carner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The food Pantry is in need of the following: 
canned juice, paper towels, jelly, ramen noodles, 
kleenex. 

12 
15 
19 
23 

Calendar 

July 
Services At Orient 
SO's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Bible Study At Orient Hospitalized 

Louise Burns husband, Bill, is in Riverside Hospi- I 25 
tal, room 8210. He had surgery last Thursday. 

Services At Franklin County Corrections 
370 S. Front, 8:00-9:00 & 9: 15-10: 15 

Ruth Rogers is in Whetstone Convalescent Cen-
ter recovering from hip surgery. Please keep 
them both in your prayers. 

Congratulations 
David and Kristen Maynard have a baby boy. 
Benjamin Payne was born July 2nd and weighed 
8 lbs. 9 ozs. and was 21 1/2 inches long. 
Jim and Paula Robbins have a baby girl. _ 
Gwendolyn Mae was born July 2nd and weighed 
8 lbs. 3 ozs. and was 20 1/2 inches long. 

There are a few days that meals are still needed 
for the Robbins and Maynards. If you can help, 
see Pam Estep after class tonight. 

2nd Annual Ladies Retreat 
The deadline for registration and $15 registration 
fee for the 2nd Annual Ohio State Ladies Retreat 
is July 12. See Elvah Donald for more informa
tion. 

Housing Needed 
Peg Williams is in need of help with housing for 
4 nights from July 10-14. Her son, Charles, and 
his wife and son will be here during that time. If 
you can help, see Peg. 

July Potluck And Singing 
Make your plans now for food and Northland 
family fellowship at our Potluck and Singing on 
Saturday, July 25th at 6:00 p.m. Food and sing
ing in the great outdoors! Watch the bulletin 
and the Activity Board for more information. 

--
Contributions 

Last Week $6211 I Avg YTD $5313 

Russia $175 I Avg YTD $228 

Youth Min. $221 Avg YTD ' $301 

Youth Min Total .... $9041 

Services Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, G~ne Prince, Ray Thorne 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 
10:30 Elfll Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Le1)lie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 1)m Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 

c 
z 
<( 

...J 

:c 
I-

0:: 

0 

z 

' y- ··~ 

/) \ 

,..., .. 
(I) 

e .a 
~ 

co 
C') 
C') 
~ 

'"" .. 
~ 

~ 
~ 

Going Home 
Ernie just wanted to go home. 

Nobody knows why Ernie abandoned his family in the first place. Chris . 
and Jennifer Trevino were cruising down a Texas highway at 60 miles-per~ 
hour, out in some of the most barren territory on earth, when Ernie bailed 
out of the family truck without anybody knowing he was gone. 

Did the black-and-white tomcat lean the wrong way on a corner some
where out there in the desert 600 miles west of his Victoria home? Possi
bly. Did he instinctively lunge at a passing insect _without realizing that he 
would come down beyond the bed of the Trevino's moving truck? It's 
anybody's guess. 

By the time Ernie's owners missed him, they were many miles down the 
road. "We ought to go back and look for him," they said, but it was dark 
by then, and they didn't know where to start looking, anyway. 

Imagine their astonishment when a week later the errant Ernie showed up 
at their Victoria home all bloody and scratched and footsore. Just how 
Ernie navigated that far through unfamiliar terrain, only God knows. 
Ernie's worn claws and the sores on his feet convinced his veterinarian that 
the plucky c11t had covered lots of rough real estate. Like everybody else 
who heard of Ernie's trek, the vet was amazed that a cat could cover so 
much distance in so short a time. "But," he said, "I wouldn't put anything 
past cats." With so many questions unanswered, one thing is clear. Ernie 
wanted to go home. 

So do we. 

And not just home to some particular plot on the planet, but home to the 
One who made us and gave us life. In our sinfulness, all of us - even the 
worst of us - are homesick for heaven. Like the prodigal son in Jesus' fa
mous story, we can't stay away long until we yearn for the Father's house. 
God made us so that we keep reaching out, groping for Him, as the Apos
tle Paul told the Athenians, and we are never content until we have found 
Him. 

"Thou hast made us for Thyself," St. Augustine confessed, "and the heart of 
man is restless until it finds its rest in Thee." 

Al I of us want to go home. 
-Gene Shelburne 
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FOOLED BY FALSE ADVERTISING 

A well-paid, recently-promoted young execu
tive dreamed h,e died and stood at the Pearly 
Gates. Peter asks: "Do you want to go to 
heaven or to hell?" 

"Let me know my options," he says. "Show 
me hell.'1 Up pops a giant screen with a 
video playing. Girls in bikinis and well-built 
guys are playing volleyball on the beach. 
Coolers are iced down with beer. ·Everybody 
is wearing brand-name clothes and driving a 
BMW. 

Then he asks for a glimpse of heaven, only to 
notice that the video is still running. It pans 
upward and shows a park filled with old peo
ple sitting on benches feeding the birds and 
playing checkers - with angels singing in the 
background. 

"Uh, very nice," the guy mutters, "but I think I 
prefer hell." 

Immediately he is plunged into molten lava! 
In 'agonizing pain, he hollers at Peter. "Hey, 
where's the beach and the babes? What 
about the beer and the cars?" 

"Sorry," he says. "What you saw was the 
demo tape sent up by Satan." 

I 

Talk about false advertising! But that seems to 
be the devil's specialty. He would like you to 
believe that cutting corners is just good busi
ness. That fudging on quality is "standard op-

erating procedure" for everyone. That prom
ises with no intention of keeping them are all 
right - if they help make a sale. 

On Satan's demo, "studs" and "bimbos" are 
the people who know how to turn boredom 
into fun. Booze is a "social lubricant," and 
pot and pills are "recreational." Both holiness 
and heaven are spelled b-o-r-i-n-g. 

Come to think of it, the story of the young 
man at heaven's gates only compresses the 
time factor from ' 70 years to a few minutes. 

· Everything else about it is real. ' The conspir
acy of our time has been to convince young 
and old alike that "the good life" is defined by 
things shallow or evil and that anything con
nected to God is dull and tiresome. What a 
bunch of suckers we've been! People who 
fall, for the demo tape from hell begin to pay 
dearly even in this life. 
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Be smarter this week than to fall for a lie with 
a ribbon tied around it. 

Rubel She'lly & The Woodmont Hills Church 

"For everything in_ the world -
the cravings of sinful man, the 
lust of his eyes and the boasting 
of what he has and does -- comes 
not from the Father but from the 
world. The world and its desires 

pass away, but_the man who does 
the will of God lipes forever.''. 

, 1John.2:16-17 

61·owth /11 Jes11s 

GOD INTENDED IT FOR GOOD 
Lessons From the Life of Joseph 

Week Six: How To Say No (Genesis 39:7-20) 

After a period of blessing and peace, Joseph is 
confronted with a situation both tempting and 
dangerous. The wife of his master develops an 
unhealthy and adulterous desire for Joseph, and 
will not be satisfied until she has either induced 
him to commit adultery, or has destroyed him 
for his inconvenient purity. Joseph is faced with 
an unpleasant choice, and one similar to many 
choices God's believers face in any age. Many 
of the basic outward temptations - such as sex, 
drugs, drunkenness, and many others - involve 
this same basic choice between doing some
_thing we know to be wrong, versus paying un
pleasant consequences in the ways that others 
treat us or view us. 

Many humans, even many Christians, bemoan 
how hard it is to say no to temptation. There are 
so many rationalizations available that we often 
have two or three ready. At times, humans even 
feel self-pity for being exposed to temptation, 
and consider themselves to be doubly worthy of 
sympathy if they are then criticized for giving in. 
But no matter how earnestly humans may assist 
each other in such rationalrzations, God sees it 
differently, and numerous men & women of 
character in the Scriptures, such as Joseph, have 
shown us the way to deal with temptations more 
firmly. 

One perspective that is vital in dealing with 
temptation is to realize that sins are not c.ommit
tP.d against an arbitrary and inanimate standard 
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of rules, but rather are offenses committed 
'against the living God. Joseph, David, and 
many other Biblical characters saw that the 
worst consequence of sin was in its effects on 
one's relationship with God. Joseph naturally 
did not want to sin · against his master. Potiphar 
either, but what horrified him the most was that 
he would be sinning against God. 

Next, Joseph held human opinion to be of little 
value compared to God's decisions about right 
and wrong. Joseph cared little what Potiphar or 
his wife thought about him. To Joseph, it was 
more important to do the right thing, and for 
God and himself to know that he had done the 
right thing, than to fight for C!Pproval from other 
humans.. What shame that Christians so rarely 
adopt tbis perspective! When we crave the ap
proval of other humans, even of other Christians, 
we open the door to much unconstructive and 
fruitless behavior, and in addition we cause our
selves constantly to burn up time & energy in 
every situation, figuring out what would win ap
proval from humans, instead of simply following 
what God has told i.Js to do. · 

Finally, Joseph even considered punishment, 
unjust as it was, as preferable to sinning against 
God. Just think of all the possible rationaliza
tions and other options available in his situation, 
and you will realize how strongly committed 
Joseph was to doing the right thing, regardless of 
how anyone else would perceive it. One irony 
is that everyone thinks he has attempted to com
mit the very sin he refused to commit. Evi
dently, he cares little for this either, because he 
realizes that God knows he has done the right 
thing. 

- Mark Garner 



Family Information Calendar 

Food Pantry Needs Ju1y 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 19 
canned juice, paper towels, jelly, ramen noodles, 23 
kleenex. 25 

SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Bible Study At Orient 
Services At Franklin County Corrections 
3 70 S. Front, 8:00-9:00 & 9: 15-10: 1 5 
July Potluck And Singing 6:00 p.m. 
Baby Shower For Benjamin and Kristen 
Maynard, 2:00 p.m. 

Deacons Meeting I 25 
Deacons please note, there will be a Deacons 26 
and Wives meeting On Saturday, August 1st, at 
Jack and Chip Evans home, 6:30 p.m. 

July Potluck and Singing 
Keep in mind our Potluck and Outdoor Singing 
on Saturday, July 25th at 6:00 p.m. behind the 
annex. Everyone bring a covered dish or two, 
drinks, lawn chairs, or blankets - singing will be 
provided! In case •of rain, we will meet in the an
nex. If you would like to help set up for the fes
tivities, please see Lynn Champney, Sam Leslie, 
or Will Bickley. See you there!! 

Hospitalized 
Louise Burns husband, Bill, is in Riverside Hospi
tal, room 8210. 
Ruth Rogers is in Whetstone Convalescent Cen
ter recovering from hip surgery. 

Baby Shower 
There will be a shower for Benjamin Payne and 
Krist.en Maynard on Sunday, July 26 at 2 p.m. 
See the bulletin board for details. 

Potter Children's Home 
The mission of Potter Children's Home is to be 
used as a tool in the hands of supporting 
churches of Christ and individual Christians to 
deliver God's justice and mercy to children and 
famiHes in need. We are asking each family of 
the congregation to give a total of $8.00 toward 
this program. $5.00 c,:ash for perishable items 
and $3.00 worth of non perishable items. The 
deadline is July 26th. 

Contributions 

Last Week $4682 Avg YTD $5292 

Russia $269 I Avg YTD $229 

Youth Min. $231 Avg YTD $299 

Youth Min Total ..... $9272 

Sentices 
unday Bible Study 
unday WorShip Serv.ic 

,,unday Evening 
Wednesday f:;vening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30_pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhiµ-dt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Resigning To God 

As due by many title I resign 

Myself to Thee, 0 God: first I was made 

By Thee, and for Thee, and when I was decayed, 

Thy blood bought that, the which before was Thine; 

~ am thy son, made with Thyself to shine; 

Thy servant, whose pains Thou hast still repaid; 

Thy sheep, Thine image, and till I betrayed 

Myself, a temple of Thy Spirit divine. 

Why doth the devi I then usurp on me? 

Why doth he steal, nay ravish that's Thy right? 

Except Thou rise and for Thine own work fight, 

Oh, I shall soon despair, when I do see 
, 

That Thou lovest mankind well, yet wilt not choose me, 

And Satan hates me, yet is loth to lose me. 
I 

John Donne 
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I SAW GOD TODAY 

I saw God today. Where did I see him, you ask? 
I saw him in the face of a small child whose 
smile and laughter reminded me·of the happi
ness and joy that come.from trusting a God who 
loves us. 

I 

I saw God today. Where did I see him, you ask? 
I saw him in the golden leaves -of autumn which 
fall each year and blos.som each spring. I heard 
him in the rustling of the grass and in the song 
of a robin redbreast. 

I saw God today. Where did I see him, you ask? 
I saw him in the person of a teacher who loved 
his students. I saw him struggling to teach so 
that the student could have a better life. I saw 
him toil on in his labors, underpaid and often 
unappreciated. 

I saw God today. Where did I see him, you ask? 
I saw him in the compassion of a doctor who 
was working with God to heal a patient. I saw 
him as with his skills and knowledge he helped 
relieve some of the suffering of a broken human-
ity. . 

I saw God today. Where did I see him, you ask? 
I saw him in the love of a father who was 
sweaty and tired from a hard day's work. I saw 
him work so that his family could have a house 
where they could make a home. I saw him 
work so that his children could get a good edu
cation. I saw him work so that the woman he 
loved could have a few of life's luxuries. 

I saw God today. 1Where did I see him, you ask? 
I saw him in the person of a minister who wept 
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with a family at the loss of a loved one, who 
joyed with a young couple at the birth of their 
first child, and who prayed for love which he 
could pas.son to those with whom he came into 
contact. 

I saw God today. Where did I see him, you ask? 
I saw him in a public official who was elected to 
office by the people. I saw him as he tried to do 
his best in a society which often accepts and fos
ters crookedness. I saw him as he struggled to 
make a decision, knowing that whateyer deci
sion he made would help some and hurt others, 
would be praised by some and condemned by 
others. 

I saw God today. Where did I see him, you ask? 
I saw him in an ex-convict who was trying to 
make a new start in life. I saw him as his past 
life followed him everywhere he went. I saw 
him as he tried to start over and no one was in
terested in giving him the chance. 

I saw God today. Where did I see hjm, you as.k? 
I saw him in a person-any person, every person
who reached out his hand to help another. I 
saw him as people ovyrcame the difference of 
race, creed, education, status, in order that they 
could help another. 

I saw God today. Where did I see him, you ask? 
I saw him in the symbol of a cross. It reminded 
me of his great love for us. He loved us so 
much that he sent his only Son into our, wodd to 
save us. His Son died for us even when we 
w~ren't worth dying for. I saw him on the cross, 
and I heard his prayer of forgiveness for those of 
us who put him there. 

So you see, i saw God today. You can see Him, 
too, my friend, if you will only look for Him. 

Thought For The Week Ministry 

Growth In Jesus 

GOD INTENDED IT FOR GOOD 
Lessons From the Life of Joseph 

. Week Seven 
Back To School (Genesis 39:21-23) 

Once more Joseph finds himself a victim of a . . 

horrible injustice, and once again he must start 
his life over again. Again he makes the decision 
to make the best of his new situation, and soon 
he is again experiencing God's abundant bless
ings. On a basic level, we are beginning to see 
how God demanded patience and humility from 
Joseph before h~ was ready to raise him to the 
position he had ultimately intended for him .. But 
there are also some other lessons in this. 

God's plan for Joseph was eventually to raise 
him up to become, for all practical purposes, the 
ruler of Egypt. But God knew that it was not a 
good idea to put him in this position right away. 
Joseph had to mature in his character, and he 
had to learn from experience how to handle the 
role that God planned for him. Each time that 
Joseph was forced into a new situation, it was an 
·opportunity for him not only to grow in his pa

tience, perseveranc~, and humility, but also to 
nurture and develop the ·abilities that God prcr 
vided him with, that he eventually would use on 
a much larger scale, to the benefit of many. 

In the prison, Joseph uses and develops his abil
ity to organize and administer activities and per
sonnel in the prison, just as earlier he had mas
tered the affairs of Potiphar's household. Once 
more, God is with him because of his faith and 
diligence. Once more, his superior (in this case, 
the prison warden) is so confident in Joseph's 
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ability and reliability that he quickly turns over 
the administration of the prisqn to Joseph. Jcr 
seph was faithful with little, and God would . 
soon entrust him with much. We too must real
ize that if we want God to entrust us with 
weighty responsibilities, we must first show him 
we can be trusted with small ones. 

Do we want God to use us to teach and lead 
others? Then show him we can be trustworthy 
by leading in small ways that only he may ap
preciate, and by teaching individuals who may 
have only their thanks to offer us in return. A 
shepherd must feed the sheep, not just order 
them about. Do we want God to use us to lead 
many other believers to obey the gospel? l\hen 
show him we are .able to take care of the believ
ers we already know. It is hardly reasonable to 
expect God to provide numerical growth if we 
want it for our own excitement or satisfaction, 
instead of being prepared to care for and love 
those whom he brings to us. 

• I 

God's plan for our lives, as individuals and as a 
congregation, is long-term. God has things in 
mind for us that will bring ·great joy to anyone 
who genuinely is seeking him. But with his 
plans comes the obligation to learn and grow, 
not on our timetable, and not in a. manner excit
ing or pleasing to us, but in a manner that suits 
the plans he has and that only he understands 
fully. 

- Mark Carner 

"The w4rden paid no atter.ition to 
4n')'thing under Joseph's care, because 
the LORD was with Joseph and gave· 

him success in whatever he did. " 
Genesis 39:23 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
paper products, fruit, macaroni and cheese, pan
cake mix. 

Baby Shower 
There will be a shower for Benjamin Payne and 
Kristen Maynard on Sunday, July 26 at 2 p.m. 
See the bulletin board for details. 

There will be a baby shower for Margie McCarty 
on August 2 at 2 p.m. at the home of Angela 
Stafa. For more information cal I Angela at 4 71-
3165. 

Congratulations 
Bill Burns, Louise's husband, was baptized last 
Tuesday afternoon. 

Church Signs 
Every read Church signs? Here are a few and the 
city and state they were found. 

-In spite of inflation, the wages of sin are still the 
same. (Fort Royal, Virginia) 

-If God didn't forgive sinners, Heaven would be 
empty. (Mulvane, Kansas) 

-God doesn't need call-waiting to receive your 
message. (Portland, Oregon) 

Calendar 

Ju1y 
26 Baby Shower For Benjamin and Kristen 

Maynard, 2:00 p.m. 

August 
2 Worship Service At Orient 1 :30 p.m. 
2 Baby Shower For Margie McCarty 

2:00 p.m. See Angela Stafa For Details 
5 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
6 Bible Study At Orient 
16 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
19 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
20 Bible Study At Orient 
30 Services At Franklin County Corrections 

3 70 S. Front, 8:00-9:00 & 9: 15-10: 1 5 

Potter Children's Home 
We are asking each family of the congregation 
to give a total of $8.00 toward this program. 
$5.00 cash for perishable items ·and $3.00 
worth of non perishable items. The deadline is 
Today!! 

Contributions 

Last Week $5086 I AvgYTD $5285 

Russia $180 I AvgYTD $228 

Youth Min. $186 AvgYTD $296 

Youth Min Total .... $9458 

Sel'\lices 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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"/ will very gladly spend and be spent for you;" 2 Cor. 12: 15. 

When the Spiri_t of God has shed abroad the love of God in our 
hearts, we begin deliberately to identify ourselves with Jesus 
Christ's interests in, other people, and Jesus Christ is interested in 
every kind of man there is. We have no right in Christian work · 
to be guided by our affinities; this is one of the biggest tests of 
our relationship to Jesus Christ. The delight of sacrifice is that I 
lay down my life for my Friend, not fling it away, but deliberately 
lay my life out for Him and His interests in other people, not for 

cause. Paul spent himself for one purpose only - that he might 
win men to Jesus Cllrist. Paul attracted to Jesus all the time, 
never to himself. "I am made all things to all men, that I might 
by all means save some." When a man says he must develop a 
holy life alone with God, he is of no more use to.his fellow men: 
he puts himself on a pedestal, away from the common run of 
men. Paul became a sacramental personality; wherever he went, 
Jesus Christ helped Himself to his life .. Many of us are after our 
own ends, and Jesus Christ cannot help Himself to our lives. If 
we are abandoned to Jesus, we have_ no ends of our own to 
serve. Paul said he knew how to b~''a "door-mat" without resent
ing it, because the mainspring of his'' life was devotion to Jesus. 
We are apt to be devoted, not to Jesus Christ, but to the things 
which emancipate us spiritually. That was not Paul's motive. "I 
could wish myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren" -
wild, extravagant - is iH When a man is in love it is not an exag
geration to talk in that way, and Paul is in love with Jesus Christ. 

Oswald Chambers 

"So I will very gladly spend for you every
thing I have and expend myself as well. If 

I love you more, will you love me less?" 
2 Corinthians 12:15 



Serving God 

THE PRICE OF A CLEAR CONSCIENCE 

Henry Snowden pulled in to the drive-up win
dow at the Burger King in Deltona, Florida, 
Friday before last. He ·ordered, paid for his 
meal, and eased away from the window. 
When he finally pulled over to eat, he got the 
shock of his life. 

There was nothing wrong with his burger and 
fries. His drink was cold and good. But the 
clerk working at the window had shoved two · 
bags out the window at the-31-year-old man. 
Snowden discovered $4, 170 in the second 
bag. And you thought it was another fast-food 
franchise that dispensed "happy meals," didn't 
you! What happened was a mistake by a 
store employee and a challenge to Henry 
Snowden's character. 

The particular Burger King in question puts its 
day's receipts in one of the same bags it uses 
for food' orders. The idea is to have an incon
spicuous burger bag rather than an inviting 
bank deposit bag sitting there in case of a rob
bery attempt. But the clerk working the win
dow that fateful day mistakenly reached over 
and picked up both Snowden's bag and the 
deposit bag a store manager had just plopped 
down. 

What was the response when Snowden 
opened the second bag and found all the 
money? He knew that taking it back to the 
restaurant would be the right thing to do. 
"But I've got to admit I· was-definitely 
tempted!" he said. So he returned the money 
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Saturday morning. "I'm glad I was able to do 
the right thing," he said. "And I feel better 
than I've ever felt." A good conscience wil~ 
do that for a person! 

You've been told a lot recently about the im
portance of self-esteem. Most of it's true. 
People with a healthy self-image are more 
confident and competent in a:ll areas of life. 
The real question is this: How can we best 
foster self-esteem? One popular approach ahs 
been to lower grading standards so everyone ,
gets As and Bs, to affirm all lifestyles as -
equally acceptable, and to reward incompe
tence as well as skill. 

Authentic;: self-esteem conies from being true 
to you convictions about right and wrong. 
You are made in the image of God. You feel 
good when you bear the divine image with 
dignity and terrible when you sully it with dis-
honor. ' 

You'll have your own version of Henry Snow
den's challenge this week. Someone is going 
to provoke you. You'll have the chance to 
cover yourself by telling a lie. A customer 
will need a different product than the one you 
sell. Maybe you'll just be given a liVle extra 
change at the register or want to avoid some 
unpleasant topic of conversation with a family 
member. 

Is $4, 170 too high a price for a clear con
science? Ask anyone who doesn't have one, 
and he'll tell you Henry Snowden got a bar~ 
gain. 

Rubel Shelly & the Woodmont Hills Church 

Growth /11 Jesus 

GOD INTENDED IT FOR GOOD 
Lessons From the Life of Joseph 

Week Eight: Does It Not Belong To God? 
(Genesis 40:1-22) 

Once again, Joseph has made the best of a bad 
situation. His talent and sense of responsibility 
persuade the prison warden to entrust him with 
many of the prisoners and their affairs._ When 
Pharaoh sends two of his highest servants to 
prison, this provides the opportunity that eventu
ally leads to Joseph's rele_ase. The specific 
means that God uses is ironic: Joseph interprets 
the dreams that these officials have. It was Jo
seph 's own dreams that got him into trouble, 
and now it is the Egyptians' dreams that lead to 
his victory. Yet he had to be prepared, and had 
to take advantage of the opportunity that God 
gave him. · 

One thing Joseph had learned was to allow God 
to both reveal and plan the future. When the 
officials tell him their dreams, he is solely con
cerned with telling them the truth. Joseph tells 
the cupbearer (or butler) something that pleases 
him, but he must tell the baker something that 
he did not want.to hear.- It seems likely that part 
of the reason why he made such a memorable 
impression on the cupbearer was that he cor
rectly interpreted both dreams, not just the one 
favorable to the dreamer. 

Once qgain, it is important to notice why Joseph 
was able to take advantage of this situation, 
which eventually led to an end of the frustration 
and injustice that he had experienced for so 
many years. He had no way of knowing that 
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interpreting these dreams would finally be the · 
way to victory and freedom, but he felt com
pel led to interpret them anyway. He initiated 
with the two officials and asked them to tell him 
their dreams, because he knew that 
"interpretations belong to God" (verse 8). It 
would have been easy for him to quit trying to 
help others by this point in his life, but if he had, 
not only would he have missed this opportunity, 
God would not have been able to use him in his 
plans. Fortunately, it now comes naturally to 
Joseph to think of God first, others second, and 
himself last. Thus he does not hesitate to help 
the two men. · 

After so many years of uncertainty and disrupted 
plans, Joseph has learned many l'essons, but 
none greater than knowing that God is in con
trol. When he hears that these two persons have 
had mysterious dreams, to Joseph it is the ·most 
obvious thing in the world to ask God to tell 
them whether there is any significance to them. 
Joseph has long ago stopped focusing on himself 
and his abilities, and has learned to give God the 
attention, the praise, and the responsibility. Be
cause his perspective has changed, he tells the 
two men what their dreams meant, not with an 
insecure hope of himself being proven correct, 
but with a simple confidence that God has given 
them a good answer. 

- Mark ·earner 

"We both had dream$," they an
swered, "but there is no one to 
interpret them." Then Joseph 

said to them, 11Do :·not j,nterpre
tations belong to God? Tell me 

your-dreams." 
Genesis 40 :8 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
paper products, canned fruit, macaroni and 
cheese,, pancake mix, beef stew. 

. Baby Shower 
There will be a baby shower for Margie McCarty 
on today at 2 p.m. at the home of Angela Stafa. 
For more information call Angela at 471-3165. 

Congratulations 
Doug Snyder was baptized July 21 . 
Emily Arnold was baptized July 26. 
Albert Crothers was baptized last week at camp. 

Dishes 
There are several dishes in the annex from the 
pot luck last Saturday. If you left dishes, please 
pick them up tonight. 

Hospitalized 
Bill Burns is in Riverside Hospital following sur-

Calendar 

August 
2 Worship Service At Orient 1 :30 p.m. 
2 Baby Shower For Margie McCarty 

2:00 p.m. See Angela Stafa For Details 
5 50's Ph..1s Meeting In The Annex 
6 Bible Study At Orient · 
16 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
19 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
20 Bible Study At Orient 
30 Services At Franklin County Corrections 

3 70 S. Front, 8:00-9:00 & 9: 15-10: 1 5 

gery. Please remember him with cards and visits.

1 

I 
Phyllis Harp is in Rhodes Hall, room 1112. She • • 
had surgery on Monday for a tumor. The surgery Contributions 
was successful, but they still do not know about Last Week · $3900 Avg YTD $5240 
her hearing. She may be able to have visitors, but 1---------- ---------1 
if you plan to visit call 690-6008 before you go. Russia $205 Avg YTD $227 
You can als0 get an updated message on her 
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condition at that number. \ . Yout Mm. 166. . Avg YTD 292 

Services 

i11nday Bible Study 
S~mday WQr;;hip Servi.oe 
SUnday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Youth Min Total .... $9624 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy B~tep, Qene Prface, Ray Thome 
9.:30. am peac01,s: Brian Amo!d, Tom B~raliardt, Joe Barozzin ~ JQhQ Bradley, 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn C_hampney, DarrellEstep, Jack Ev~s, Don Gillespie; Lot• 
5:~0 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Ja~k Ma:uersberg, Beryl ~foMa_stelis, 
7:00 pm Mark Merrjs, Charlie )'ates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Best Tool 

One of my, late uncles was regarded by many -as the best carpen
ter in the country. Before his death, I asked him, "Which is your 
best tool?" Expecting him to point to a costly power saw or drill, 
I was surprised as he picked up a simple square saying, "This is 
the best tool; it makes all the others work." 

Let us not overlook our best tool; The simple gospel (Romans 
1: 16). In this verse, Paul gives four reasons why the gospel is our 
most effective weapon. 

ifi rst, it is Power. The original word is similar to our word for dy
namite. 

Second, it is of God. Though Rome with her imperial power was 
great, the power of God was greater. However sincere the mo
tive, any alteration or substitution of that power only weakens it. 

Third, it is unto salvation. In addition to being a past event and 
a future hope, salvation is a present reality. It can turn hate into 
love, despair into hope, and defeat into triumph. 

Fourth, it is for everyone. The saving power of the life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ is for all!! 

-Dowell Flatt 

'"Tam not ashamed of the gospel, because 
it is the power of God for the salvation of 
everyone who believes: first for the Jew, · 

then for the ,Gentile.;, 
Romans 1:16 



Se1·ii11g 6od 

RUSHING TO JUDGMENT 

A big city lawyer was called in on a case 
between a farmer and a large railro~d 
company. The farmer noticed that his 
prize cow was missing from the field 
through which the railroad passed. He 
filed suit against the railroad company for 
the value of the cow. The case was to be 
tried before the justice of the peace in the 
back room of the general store. The attor
ney immediately cornered the farmer and 
tried to get him to settle out of court. 

The lawyer did his best selling job, and 
the farmer finally agreed to take half of 
what he was claiming to settle the case. 
After the farmer signed the release and 
took the check, the young lawyer couldn't 
help but gloat a little over his success. He 
said to the farmer, "You know, I hate to 
tell you this but I put one over on you in 
there. I couldn't have won the case. The 
engineer was asleep and the fireman was 
in the caboose when the train wen·t 
through your farm this morning. I didn't 
have one witness to put on the stand." 

The old farmer replied, "Well, I'll tell you, 
young feller, I was a little worried about 
winning that case myself when the cow 
came home this morning!" 

One vital piece of information would 

have changed everything. But how often 
have we, like that lawyer, made the mis
take of making a decision before gather
ing all the necessary facts? After hearing 
only one side of a matter or only part of 
the evidence, we rush to make a judg
.ment, and then act on it. Solomon had 
this to say: 

"He who answers a matter before he hears 
it, it is folly and shame to him." (Proverbs 
18:13). 

Next time you find yourself in a disagree
ment, make sure you really "hear" the 
matter before you "answer" it. It may 
keep you from looking foolish. 

Alan Smith (Boone, NC) 

"He who answers before ,., 
listening -- that is his 
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folly and his shame." 
Proverbs 18:13 

"The first to present his 
case seems right, till an

other comes forward and 
questions ·him." 

Proverbs 18:17 

61·owth In Jesus 

GOD INTENDED IT FOR GOOD 
lessons From the' Life of Joseph 

Week Nine 
One More Wait (Genesis 40:23-41:1) 

~ 

It is easy to overlook these two verses, coming 
between two important scenes, Joseph's interest-

' ing encounter with the two Palace officials, and 
his dramatic hearing before Pharaoh. The first 
meeting caused the second, but we must take 
note that it was not for two full years that Phar
aoh's cupbearer remembered to fulfill his prom
ise to Joseph. After so many previous disap
pointments, Joseph once again is forced into an 
agonizing period of waiting. And, though this 
time it is more minor, he is once again the vic
tim of an injustice. Why did God make Joseph 
go through two more years of waiting, after Jo
seph has already endured so much and learned 
so much? At least two reasons c ome to mind, 
one external to Joseph, and one internal. 

The external reason is that it simply was not time 
yet. All of Joseph's life, all the talents God gave · 
him, and all of the lessons God taught him, were 
designed for a specific role that was about to be
come reality. Suppose the cupbearer had imme
diately told Pharaoh about Joseph - the news 
would not have interested Pharaoh at all. And 
even if Joseph had been released two years 
early, everything would not have been ready -
he still would have had two more years of wait
ing, and of finding something else to occupy his 
time. Sometimes we simply must wait for some
thing until God has everything ready, and no 
amount of impatienrP or rlP.<lcling will make that 
time come any earlier. 
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The internal reason is perhaps the most impor
tant. With a man like Joseph, who is highly tal
ented and perceptive, it is especially important 
for God to make sure that he understands and 
acknowledges God's grace in his life. It is al
ways a danger when God uses someone of great 
ability, because no human finds it easy to give 
genuine credit to God. All of us are skilled at 
pretending to do so, by saying the right phrases 
that we have memorized, but we all struggle 
where it is most important, in the heart. The 
more positive fleshly ·qualities one has, the 
harder it is to be humble - but likewise, the more 
important it is: 

God led Joseph down such a difficult road, in 
large part, to make sure that Joseph realized how 
little control he could have over his own life, 
and. how deeply he was dependent on God to 
make his life worthwhile. In this last ·stage, it 
was vital for Joseph to realize that, even though 
once again he had risen to the occasion by inter
preting the servants' dreams, that did not require 
God to release him immediately. JoseP,h never 
forgot his dependence on God, and despite hav
ing unimaginable power, authority, and praise 
for the rest of his long life, he would never lose 
focus and would never forget that God had put 
him where he was, and that God could remove 
him at anytime. 

- Mark Carner 

"The chief cupbearer, however, 
did not remember Joseph; he 

forgot him. When two full years 
had passed; Pharaoh had a 

d " ream ... 
Genesis 40:23;.41:1 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 16 
canned fruit, macaroni and cneese, pancake mix 19 
spaghetti sauce, spaghetti, jelly. 20 

Congratulations 
Brian Barozzini was baptized July 31. 

Potluck 

30 

30 
31 

The congregation is invited to a potluck dinner 
on August 16 after morning worship. We will be 2 
honoring Bubba for the work and love he has 3 
poured into our teefl ministry. Please bring 1-2 6 
dishes and join us. Drinks, plates, etc. will be 13 
provided. 16 

17 
20 Secret Sisters 

Secret Sisters get together will be Monday August· 
27 

31st at Chip Evans' home at 6654 Sharon Woods 
Blvd. At 7:00 p.m. Bring a snack and drink to 
share and a gift for y6ur Secret Sister. New Secret 
Sister assignments will be made at this get to-
gether. 

Calendar Items 

Calendar 
August 

50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plu,s Meeting In The Annex 
Bible Study At Orient 
Services At Franklin County Corrections 
3 70 S. Front, 8:00-9:00 & 9: 15-10: 15 
Last Summer Adult Classes 
Secret Sister Swap 

September 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Bible Study At Orient 
Special Adult Class 
Autumn Adult Classes Begin 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Bible Study At Orient 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Worship Service At Orient 1 :30 P·n:1· 

Contributions 

If you know of any scheduled events that need to 
be put into the bulletin, please give the list to 
Jack Evans or Mark Garner, or put it in one of 
their mailboxes. 

Last Week $7128 AvgYTD $5299 

Services 

Sunday Bible Sfudy 
1JJ1dJiy W9rship Seryice 

)Un(!ay Even,i f)g ~ 

Wed!1esday Evening 

Russia $302 Avg YTD $239 

Youth Min.' $296 AvgYTD $292 

Youth Min Total ~ $9920 

Elders: WjJbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 

9:39 am DeaC<ms: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Baiozt.ini, JOhlt Bradley 
10:30 am Steve Caryer, Lynn Champ,ney1 Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Oill~~_]ie. Lou 
5:30· pm Lawrence, Sam L_esLie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Th.e World Needs Men 

... who cannot be bought; 

... whose word is their bond; 

... who put character above wealth; 

... who are larger than their vocations; 

... who do not hesitate to take chances; 

... who.will not lose their identity in a crowd; 

.,.who will be as honest in small things as in great things; 

... who will make no compromise with wrong; 

... whose ambitions are not confined to their own selfish 

desires; 

... who will not say they do it "because everybody else 

does it;" 

... who are true to their friends through good report and 

. evil report, in adversity as well as in prosperity; 

. .. who do not believe that shrewdness and cunning are 

the best qua I ities for winning success; 

... who are not ashamed to stand for the truth when it is 

unpopular; 

... who can say "no" with emphasis, although the rest of 

the world says "yes." 

God, make me this kind of man. 

-Leonard Wagner 



Family Fun 
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"ESAU DOESN'T SEEM TO HAVE MUCH TASTE FOR 
POTTAGE ANYMORE." SEE GENESIS 25:29-~4. 
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61·owth In Jes11s 

GOD INTENDED IT FOR GOOD 
Lessons From the Life of Joseph 

Week Ten 
It All Becomes Clear (Genesis 41:1-57) 

It i.s now time for everything to start fitting to
gether for Joseph. Pharaoh's mysterious and dis
turbing dreams, his wise men's inability to inter
pret them, and his cupbearer's sudden memory 
of having _ met someone who can interpret 
dreams, all come together to set the stage for Jo
seph to arrive and give God's interpretation of 
the dreams. The situation foretold in the dreams 
further provides an opportunity for Joseph, as 
Pharaoh appoints him on the spot to be the sec
ond highest authority in Egypt. 

The dreams foretell an. unusual period for Egypt
seven years of unprecedented prosperity, fol
lowed by seven years of excruciating famine 
and scarcity. This will be a situation calling for 
the utmost wisdom, skill, and restraint on the 
part of Egypt's leaders. Through the dreams and 
the situation, it all comes together for Joseph. 
Not only is he the only one who is able to pro
vide God's interpretation, he is the one person 
who will have the qualities neede~:ho manage 
Egypt's economy successfully. Besides the 
many specific points we have already · made 
about Joseph's life to this point, there are two 
important general points to observe before mov
ing on. 

First, notice how well everything suddenly fits 
together in Joseph's life. Everything that did not 
make sense before suddenly does. Because Jo
seph needed extra humility to fulfill this pur-
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pose, God made him endure an otherwise inex
plicable series of disappointments and humilia
tions. Because he needed to be a masterful and 
impartial administrator, God made him show 
that he cou Id do that when no glory or authority 
was involved. Because Joseph would need to 
seek answers that only God could provide, God 
gave him opportunities to develop that ability, 
and to show that he could do so without becom
ing proud. These, and severctl other features of 
Joseph's life, all make sense now. 

Then, notice how God weaves together his 
plans for one person with the needs of many. 
God's use of Joseph was not a blessing to Joseph 
alone, but to the many thousands of persons, in. 
Egypt and elsewhere, who would have food to 
eat during the famine because of Joseph's insight 
and management. Further, as will be shown 
soon, these events were also a key part of God's 
plans for his chosen people, Jacob's family. 
God's perspective is so much deeper and wiser 
than ours that he is able to work on many differ
ent levels at once. Often when we fail to appre
ciate and understand about God's plans, and 
when we are frustrated or disappointed with 
God, this is exactly what we have forgotten. 
Rarely does God deal with a situation al I on its 
own, detached from other and broader events. 
God ties things together and works on different 
levels at the same time, as part of fulfilling his ~ 

plan to bring all things together under Christ. 
- Mark Garner 

"You shall be in charge of my pal
, ·ace, and all my people are to sub

mit 'to your orders. Only with re
spect to the throne will I be greater 

than.you.'" · 
Genesis 41 :40 



Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 16 
canned fruit, pancake mix spaghetti sauce, spa- 16 
ghetti, jelly. 19 

20 
CONGRATULATIONS 30 

Emily Gale was baptized August 7. On this day 
the Angles rejoice and sing praises to God for I 31 
His glorious grace. 

Potluck 2 
Today we will be honoring Bubba for the work 3 
and love he has poured into our teen ministry. 13 
Please join us to thank him 

1 
16 
17 
20 

4 Secret Sisters 
. , Secret Sist~rs get together will be Monday August I ~~ 

·•i 31st at Chip Evans' home at 6654 Sharon Woods 
Blvd. At 7:00 p.m. Bring a snack and drink to 
share, a gift for your Secret Sister and receive a 
new Secret Sister. 

Bible Class Change 
Summer classes will be extended by one week, 
through September 6. Autumn classes will begin 

Calendar 

August 
Potluck Dinne'r 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Bible Study At Orient 
Services At Franklin County Corrections 
3 70 S. Front, 8:00-9:00 & 9: 15-10: 15 
Secret Sister Swap 

September 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Bible Stu~y At Orient 
Autumn Adult Classes Begin · 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
B·ible Study At Orient 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Worship Service At Orient 1 :30 p.m . 
Worship Service At Willow Brook 

Contributions 

September 13. Last Week $3900 Avg YTD $5257 

Child Care Russia $262 Avg YTD $230 

Contact Karen Brown at 475-0335 for open posi- Youth Min. $169 Avg YTD $288 
tions in the Child Care Center as a teacher or a 
sub at C.O.C.S. 

Sen:ices 
Sunc!_ay Bible Study 
Smiday Wor.sbip Service 

unday Evening 
Wednesday Ev.ening 

I Youth Min Total I ~ $10,089 ' 

Elder$: Wilbur AUen_, Frank Chapp·eu, Roy.Estep, Gene_Erince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Deaco11s: Bri<iJJ Arnold., Tom Barnhardt Joe Baro~inl, Jo~ B·radley, 

10:36 ami St~ve <$a:rver, Lynn Cham,pney, DarreU Estep, Jack Evan:s, Doli Gillespie, 1.ou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, JackMauersberg, Ben'LMcMasters, 
7:QO plI_l Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes.Tom .Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
' 
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My .Wonderful Bible 
' 

Sinners hate it and saints love it. 
It promotes everything good and denounces every evil. 

It denounces everything that would cause human sorrow. 
Where the Bible is, there are hospitals, doctors, and al I 
human mercies. 

The\more this book is given away, the greater its.sale. 
It is loved by those in every age in life. 
It attracts the simplest minds and confounds the deepest 
thinkers. 

It is loved by doctors, lawyers, merchants, bankers of 
every kind; whereas the libraries pertaining to their own 
kind of work are not attractive to those outside that line of 
service. 

It is always up to date and meets today's needs. 
It is so complete in its coverage of all human conditions 
that no one has ever written a chapter to add anything 'to 
it. 

It has survived the ignorance of its friends and the hatred 
of its enemies. 

It has remained on the battlefields of life to preach the 
funerals of those who opposed it. 

It is the only revelation- of what lies beyond th.e bomb. 
Its statements are so true it invites the criticism of histori 
ans, archaeologists, scientists, and investigators of every 
kind. 

Its statements are accurate concerning chemistry, astron 
omy, geology, mathematics, botany, anatomy, and all 
other arts and science. 

· The Bible Digest 



Family Fun 

THE WAY WE LOOK AT THINGS 

A young dad and his six-year-old son were 
carrying on a cher.ished springtime ritual. The 
father was teaching his little boy to play base
ball. 

They were spending time practically every af
'ternoon' in the back yard. Most of the tossing 
was still being done with tennis balls. The 
son ha:dn't quite caught on to· the use of his 
glove, and the father was smart enough to 
want any missed balls to be minimally pain
ful. All hittin_g was done with a plastic bat 
and waffle ball. 

Bobby's dad eventually began teaching him 
how to hold the bat in his right hand, toss the 
ball into the air with his left, and practice his 
swing by himself. It was awkward at first, But 
he worked hard and was catching on. Thurs
day afternoon of last week, he couldn't wait 
for his dad to come up ,the d~iveway. 

"Watch me!" he shouted, as his dad drove up 
and got out of the car. He tossed the bal I into 
the air, took a wild swing, and missed. "Strike 
one," called his dad. "But you've still got two 
good swings to go. Let me see you smack that 
ball!" 

Bobby'hitched his pants and picked up the 
ball. He stared hard at it. The ball went up. 
He swung hard. But he missed again - and 
almost lost his balance. "You can do it," 
coached his father. "That's only your second 
strike. Bear down!" 
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This time Bobby planted his feet. He posi
tion.ed his bat just so. The ball went up for a 
third time, and his swing was wide and 
strong. But the ball fell to the ground. The 
swing was so fierce, though, that Bobby tum
bled to the ground himself. "That's strike 
three," he said as his dad rushed over to help 
him up. 

The father's real concern was not with getting 
Bobby back on his feet. It was to keep his son ' 
from being discourage and giving up. While 
he was trying to think of something to say, he 
saw a huge grin break out on his boy's face. 
"Are you ~all right, Slugger?" he asked. 
"Don't you worry about striking out now. 
Even the guys who play in the big leagues do 
that sometimes. So ... " 

But Bobby interrupted him. With that big 
smile still dominating his face, he shouted, 
"Dad, did 'you see that? I didn't know I was· 
that good a pitcher!" 

Did you miss a sale or lose an account? Learn 
something from it that will help you with the 
n~xt customer. Did you handle a situation 
poorly at home last night? Think of better 
ways you could have dealt with it, for there 
will be similar incidents again. Did you vio
late your principles and do something of 
which you are ashamed? You can't undo the 
past, but your failure can teach you humility 
and put you on guard for the future. 

The worst thing in life is not striking out. It is 
thinking that one strikeout means the ·game is 
over for you. Thank God for forgiveness, 
fresh starts, and flashes of insight! 

Rubel Shelly & The Woodmont Hills Church 

61·owth In Jesus 

GOD INTENDED IT FOR GOO'D 
Lessons From the Life of Joseph 

Week Eleven 
Some Familiar Faces (Genesis 42:1-7) 

. 
The story of Joseph's life has finally reached its 
major turning point, but at the same time it is 
not nearly over. Just as the reader is thinking 
about how much Joseph's life has changed, 
and how well things worked out for him, we 
ar,e reminded that there is some unfinished 
business in Joseph's life. His brothers, the ten 
brothers who sold him into slavery and began 
the tumultuous period of his life, show up in 
Egypt, hungry and desperate for the food that 
is only available there. Until now it has been 
Joseph that has been learning,· undergoing dis
cipline without always understanding what 
the goal was. Now it is his brothers' turn, and 
Joseph will be in the position of watching 
them struggle through some difficult lessons. 

By this time Joseph's brothers have moved on 
with their lives. They no doubt feel they have 
"gotten away with" the way they treated Jo
seph. It seems as if their father will never find 
out about their murderous deceit, and as if 
they never will have to answer for it. T0 an 
outside observer, who has seen Joseph go 
through years of agony, it may even seem un
fair that these brothers have gone so long with
out paying fo~ their sin. But what is about to 
happen shows that there is no such thing as 
"getting away with it" forever. 

In the chapters ahead, Joseph's brethers will 
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go through many things, which we shall look 
at next time. They will experience the full 
consequences of their sin, and ultimately will 
receive and experience God's grace as well. 
The question then becomes, just as we won
der why God m.ade Joseph go through so . 
many years of agony, why did God wait so 
long to .deal with these sinful brothers? It is 
irnportant to understand that God's patience 
applies just as much to punishing sin as it does 
to rewarding the righteous. 

In our daily lives, we see many individuals 
whose actions deserve punishment. Our soci
ety manages to dispense justice only to a small 
fraction of the worst of these.offenders, leaving 
us to wonder if the rest of them wil I ever "pay" 
for their sin. The closer we come to God, the 
more acutely aware we are of sin and injus
tice, but at the same time the more we are ex
pected patiently to endure· such things, in the 
hopes that God's grace prevails. The· Parable 
of the Weeds (Matthew 13:24-30) tells us that 
God is never in a hurry to judge, because he 
would prefer to show grace. Each of us ought 
to be thankful that God allowed us to live long 
enough to come to our senses and be saved, 
and to allow God to work in his own time and 
way to deal with other sinners who seem un
wi 11 ing to repent. 

- Mark W. Garner 

"Now Joseph w~s the governor of ~he 
land> the one who sold grain to all its peo· 
ple. So when Joseph's brothers arrived, 
the bowed down to him wi.th their faces 

-to the gro1md. " 
Genesis 42:6 



Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
.canned frui~, pancake mix spaghetti sauce, spa
ghetti, jelly. 

Secret Sisters 

30 

31 

Secret·Sisters get together will be Monday August 2 
31st at Chip Evans' home at 6654 Sharon Woods 3 
Blvd. at 7:00 p.m. Bring a snack and drink to 13 
share, a gift for your Secret Sister and receive a 16 
new Secret Sister. 17 

20 

Bible Class Change 27 
Summer classes will be extended by one week, 27 
through September' 6. Autumn classes will begin 
September 13. 

Child Care 
Contact Kar-en Brown at 475-0335 for open posi
tions in the Child Care Center as a teacher or a 
sub at C.O.C.S. 

Prayers Needed , 
On Monday the 24th, Bill Burns Will undergo ad
ditional amputation on his foot. This "New" 

August 
Servfces At Franklin County Corrections 
370 S. Front; 8:00-9:00 &. 9: 15-10: 15 
Secret Sister Swap 

September 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Bible Study At Orient 
Autum~ Adult Classes Begin 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Bible Study At Orient 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" -
Worship Service At Orient 1 :30 p.m. 
Worship Service At Willow Brook 

\ . 
Contributions 

brother in the faith deserves our continuing pray- I Last Week $5052 Avg YTD $5251 
ers, as does his wife Louise. 

Russia $222 $230 

Sem~es 

Sunday Bib leSi:udy 
Sunday Wohbip Servree 

unday E:vening
Wedn~.sday livening 

Avg YTD 

Youth Min. $180 AvgYTD $285 

Youth Min Total ... $10,269 
-: 

Elders: Wilbur Allen~ Frank Cnappell, Roy. E8tep, O_ene~cince, ~Y Thome 
-9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold~ TomBamhardt,)oeB~ozzini; John Bradley: ~-
l0:30 am Steve Carver,-Lynn Cl1l;lmpney,;DarreU-E§tep, ~ac_kEvan:s1 Don Gillespie,1.ou 
5:30 pm l.i~wren<;e, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauetsberg, -~~ryl McM~rsters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yate$ 

Era11gelisfs: Mike Hi_pes,Tom Barnhardt 

j- Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cl~veland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Good King 

Once upon a time, a long time ago, in a land far, far away, there 
' lived a Good King. He lived in a beautiful castle and he

1 

ruled 
over many, many people. 

Now, some of the people were very good people who, most 
of the time, did go9d and kind things to each other. Sometimes 
they did do bad things, but they were still good at heart and the 
Good King loved them. · 

The rest of the people were very bad people and always did 
ery bad and nasty things to each other. But the Good King, 

who was like a father to everyone, loved those people too. 

The bad people, no matter how nice the Good King was to 
them, hated the Good king and decided to build their own king
dom and have their own King. So, ,because he loved them, the 
Good King let them do as'they pleased. 

I 

So now there were two kingdoms and two kings, the Good 
Kingdom and the Bad Kingdom, and the Good King and the-Bad 
King. 

One day the Bad King decided 'he had heard ehough of the 
Good King and his good and kind ways. He sent two Spies to 
the Good Kingdom to kill the Good King. 

The Bad Spies were the Bad Kings very best spies. They 
looked and they acted like Good People. All the Good Peqple 
thought they were Good People, well, a/most, all. ' 

,They did not fool the Good King. But, knowing this, he hired 
them to work at the castle. 

(Continued 'on page 2) 



The Bad Spies were very glad. Now they could kill the Good King just as the Bad 
King wanted 

The Bad Spies served the Good King very well. One night, while they thought the 
Good King was asleep, the Bad Spies snuck into his bedroom to kill him. But the Good 
King had fooled them and they were captured instead. They were locked up and the 
Good King sentenced them to death for that was the law. 

Before the sentence was carried out the Good King went to see the B~d Spies. "I 
have decided to show you mercy. You shall not die," he said. 

The First Spy bowed his head and cried, "Thank you, Thank you! PIE:lase forgive me. 
I am sorry for what I have done." The Good King smiled and said, "I do forgive you. 
From this day forward you shall be a citizen of this Kingdom." 

But the Second Spy looked at the Good King hatefully and said, " I would rather die 
tha,n be pardoned by you!" Sadly, the Good King looked at him and said, "Then you 
will die in the morning. For the payment for your evil i~ death." 

Bu~ during the night, the Second Spy escaped and told the Bad King what the First 
Spy had done. The Bad King was very angry. He went to the Good King and said, "The 
First Spy is a traitor and according to our laws he must die. If you do not give him to me 
I will destroy your Kingdom to get him back." 

"I will not hand him over to you," the Good King replied. "I will go in-his place." So 
the Good King left his people and died at the hands of the Bad King. . 

To this day that is what the people of the Good Kingdom tell their children when they 
ask about the Good King. So they will remember that all Good Kings die for their,sub
jects. Good or Bad. 

Jennifer Cvelbar 
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6rowth In Jesus 

GOD INTENDED IT FORCOOD 
Lessons From the Life of JosephWeek Twelve: 

The Method to Joseph's Madness 
(Genesis 43:8-44:34) 

Joseph's brothers are desperate as they reappear 
in Genesis 43. Because of the famine, they 

, need to find food at all costs and under any con
ditions. In Egypt, the only place where abun
dant food is available, they meet but do not rec
ognize their brother Joseph, whom they have 
cruelly mistreated so many years before. Joseph 
takes the opportunity to teach them some valu
able lessons, and God uses the situation to bring 
them needed discipline. We do not have'space 
to go over al I of the complex stages of the inter
play between Joseph and his · hungry, oblivious 
relatives. There are two important themes of pri
mary importance in these chapters. The first of 
these, the general principle that God will teach 
us the lessons we need to learn, whether now or 
later, was examined last week. It is the second 
theme that we will examine now. 

There were several lessons that Joseph's brothers 
learned in the course of their lengthy 
bargaining with Joseph: But the most important 
is one on which Joseph was uniquely qualified 
to instruct them. Many of Joseph's commands 
and machinations seem, at first, to have little 
purpose except for orneriness or spite, but in fact 
they serve a valuable purpose: they call the 
brothers better to appreciate their family and its 
unity, both for its own sake and as a part of 
God's plans. Not only their barbaric treatment 
of Joseph, but other incidents Oudah & Tamar in 
chapter 38, the treatment of the Shechemites in 
chapter 34, and especially their cruel deceit of 
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their' father in 38:31-35) show that until now 
these men have viewed other persons, even in 
their own family, as mere objects to be used as 
may fit short-term expediency or selfish emo
tional satisfaction. They have no appreciation of 
what it means to be a family, much less a family 
with a purpose in God's plan. 

Joseph's seemingly odd behavior forces them to 
re-evaluate their perspective, step-by-step. Reu
ben,. weak-minded but less brutish than the rest, 
realizes at once (42:22) that in some sense, 
which he can dimly grasp, their present difficul-· 
ties are a consequence of mistreating Joseph. By 
imprisoning Simeon, Joseph forces them to feel 
their father's anguish, and they begin to feel a 
compassion for him that was missing before. 
Joseph slips their money back in their bags to 
increase their anxiety, which becomes impor
tant when they are forced to return for more 
food. Their fears about returning (chapter 43) 
produce a fatnily discussion filled with concern; 
in a c;:onstructive sense, as the family members 
are gradually being forced to see how important 
they are in each others' lives. Fin,ally, Joseph 
masterfully uses the position of Benjamin, his 
father's favorite. When Joseph was the favorite, 
his brothers cruelly abused him for it, but t~is 
new situation causes them to become fiercely 
protective of Benjamin instead, a dramatic 
change. 

Throughout Joseph's deali_ngs with his brothers, 
valuable lessons about their family are taught, 

• forcing these selfish, often savage men to de
velop a new appreciation for their family that 
will be essential if they are to have any part in 
God's plans for them. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix, jelly, fruit, toilet tissue. 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Lou Law
rence at the death of his brother, Glen Lawrence. 
The funeral was last Tuesday. 

Hospitalized 
Bill Burns is in Riverside Hospital. He had sur
gery last Monday. 

Mark Your Calendars 
Mark your calendars for the "Congregational 
Banquet" at Monaco's. It will be held Friday 
October 16th. Keep looking in the bulletin for 
further details. 

Si~gles 
There will be a Singles Retreat at the Fort Hill 
Camp on September 11-13. It is co-directed by 
Bill Hopkins and Robin Weier. Please see the. 
bulletin board for registration and information. 

' .Zt justice roll down 
~ like waters, 

~<;1F'~~ and righteousness like 
:~~· an evernowing stream. 

·Amos 5:24 

Calenda1· 

August 
31 Secret Sister Swap 

September 
2 50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
3 Bible Study At Orient 
11-13 Singles Retreatat Fort Hill Camp 
13 Autumn Adult Classes Begin 
16 50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
1 7 · Bible Study At Orient 
20 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
27 Worship Service At Orient 1 :30 p.m. 
27 Worship Service At Willow Brook 

.Couch Available 

If anyone is in need of a living room couch that 
is also a hidabed as well, please contact Joy 
Yoakum. 

Contributions 

Last Week $5672 AvgYTD $5263 

Russia $204 Avg YTD $229 

Youth Min. $805 AvgYTD $299 

Youth Min Total ..... $11,074 

Services El</t!rs: Wilbur Allen,.Erahk CbappeJI, Roy EStep,.Gene 'Pr,in..ae,. Ray Thome 

Svnday Bib,le Stu~y 
Sunday Worsl;tip Serv.icc 

unday Evening 
Weanesaay Evening 

9-30 run l)eaco11s: Brian Arnotd, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzitli, John Br~ley, 
1 o;ao 81~ Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lb)..L 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie,.Jack: Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters. 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Eva11gelists_: :Mil,ce Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Trouble Tree 

The carpenter I hired to help me restore an old farmhouse had 
just finished a rough first day on· the job. A flat tire made him 
lose an hour of work, his electric saw quit, and now his ancient 
pickup truck refused to start. While I drove him home, he sat in 
a stony silence. Upon arriving, he invited me in to meet his fam
ily. 

As ~e walked toward the front door, he paused briefly at a small 
tree, touching the tips of the branches with both hands. When 
opening the door he underwent an amazing transformation. His 
~anned face was wreathed in smiles and he hugged his two small 
children and gave his wife a kiss. Afterwards he walked me to 
the car. We passed the tree ,and my curiosity got the better of 
me. I asked him about what I had .. seen him do earlier. 

"Oh that's my trouble tree" he replied .. "I know I can't help hav
ing troubles on the job, but one thing for sure, troubles don't be
long in the house with my wife and children. So I just hang 
them· up on the tree every night when I come home. Theh in the 
morning I pick them up again." "funny thing is," he smiled, 
"When I come out in the morning to pick them up, there ain't 
nearly as many as I remembered hangir:ig up the night before." 

How wonderful that those of us wno are Christians have some
thing far greater than a tree on which to lay our worries. The 
question is, do we take advantage of what God has offered us? 
Are we willing to give our troubles to our heavenly Father each 
evening knowing that in the morning the load will be lighter? 

"Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, 
that He may e)\alt you in due time, casting call your care upon 
Him, for He cares for you." (I Peter 5:6-7) 

Alan Smith 



Family Fun 

EXHORTATION TO ENDURANCE 
(Part One) 

Cultivate quietness in word, quietness' in 
deed, likewise in speech and gait; and 
avoid impetuous eagerness. For then the 
mind will remain steady, and will not be 
agitated by your eagerness and so become 
weak and of narrow discernment and see 
darkly; nor will it be worsted by gluttony, 
worsted by boiling rage, worsted by the 
other passions, lying a ready prey to 
them. For the mind, seated on high on a 
quiet throne looking intently towards 
God; must control the passions. By no 
means be swept away by temper in bursts 
of anger, nor be sluggish in speaking, nor 
all nervousness in movement; so that your 
quietness may be adorned by good pro
portion and your bearing may appear 
something divine and sacred. Guard also 
against the signs of arrogance, a haughty 
bearing, a lofty head, a dainty and high
treading footstep. 

Let your speech be gentle towards those 
you meet, and your greetings kind; be 
modest towards women, and let your 
glance be turned to the ground. Be 
thoughtful in all your talk, and give back a 
useful answer, adapting the utterance to 
the hearers need, just so loud that it may 
be distinctly audible, neither escaping the 
ears of the company by reason of feeble
ness nor going to excess with too much 
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noise. Take· care never to speak what you 
have not weighed and pondered before
hand; nor interject your own words on the 
spur of the moment and in the midst of 
another's; for you must listen and con- · 
verse in turn, with set times for speech 
and for silence. Learn gladly, and teach 
ungrudgingly; never hide wisdom from 
others by reason of a grudging spirit, nor 
through fal.se modesty stand aloof from 
instruction. Submit to elders just as to fa
thers. Honour God's servants. Be first to 
practise wisdom and virtue. Qo not wran
gle with you.r friends, nor mock at them 
and play the buffoon. Firmly renounce 
falsehood, guile and insolence. Endure in 
silence, as a gentle and high-minded man, 
the arrogant .and insolent. 

Clement of Alexandria (AD 1 50-220) 

"But in your hearts set apart Christ 
as Lord. Always be prepared to 
give an answer to everyone who 

asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have. But do this · 

with gentleness and respect, keep
ing a clear conscience, so that those 
who speak maliciously against your 

good behavior in Christ may be 
ashamed of their slander. " 

1Peter3:15-16 

Growth /11 Jesus 

-COD INTENDED IT FOR GOOD 
Lessons From the Life of Joseph 

Week Thirteen: Everything Made Right 
(Genesis 45:1-15) 

Now we see the dramatic scene wherein Jo
seph reveals himself to his brothers. Just as 
Joseph years before had one moment in 
which many things made sense, so now things 
wi 11 suddenly become clear to the brothers. 
But, whereas Joseph's moment of truth was an 
outpouring of God's blessing and grace as a 
reward for his years of faithfulness and perse
verance, the brothers will feel God's grace as 
well, but in a different way. 

These men have been through some experi
ences that have forced them to re-evaluate 
many of their attitudes towards . their family 
and themselves. Now, they are suddenly con
fronted with the man whom they had badly 
mistreated so many years before - and he is a 
most powerful official, with authority over 
whether they will live or die. Their 1shock and 
surprise are combined with uncertainty and 
fear over what will happen next. But Joseph ' 
quickly relieves their anxieties. His course of 
action since their sudden appearance in Egypt 
has now convinced him that they have grown 
in their attitudes, and he puts them to no fur
ther testing. 

Not only does he not punish them, he does 
not even harshly correct or criticize them for 
any of their actions. · He explains that Cod 
chose to use their actions as part of great plans 
for himself, their family, and the world. In 
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verse 8, Joseph essentially absolves them of 
any further guilt, and goes on to explain the 
many ways God has been acting to make the 
situation a positive one. Obviously the broth
ers had no such good intentions when they 
sold their brolher, but God is able to use the 
worst of human actions. The' brothers are re
leased from guilt not, of course, because they 
made the situation right themselves, but be
cause of God's grace. (This is one good exam
ple to refute those false teachers who suggest 
erroneously that "the God of the Old Testa
ment" is different from "the God of Jesus" be
cause he does not show grace.) The brothers 
were able to receive God's grace because by 
this time in their lives they had repented of 
their bad actions, and regretted what they had 
done to their brother. 

Joseph then displays an attitude reminiscent, 
in some respects, of the father of the lost son 
in Luke 15. He loads them up with gifts and 
good wishes, and invites them to all come, 
along with Jacob .himself, to join him in Egypt 
where their lives will be much easier. Jo
seph's attitude shows why he has been given 
the high position God put him in. To him, 
there is now no thought of personal interest, 
gain, or glory, just an eager desire to see 
God's plans fulfilled and to see his family fi
nally get clear of the troubles that had im
paired their lives for so many years. 

- Mark W. Carner 

''Joseph said to his brothers, I am 
Joseph! Is my father still living?'" 

· Genesis 4 5 :3 



How Does Russia's Fu_tureLook? 

It is virtually impossible to predict anything about a near future, except that there will not be 
no fast relief ! But on the long term I have my opinion about .... 

3 possible scenario : 
1. Yelsin prevents chaos by allowing capable men to slowly take control of the situation and bring 
more stability. The incredible patience of Russians helps turning the tide. 
2. Chaos, corruption and instability increase, without remedy. More and more regions act inde
pendently from Moscow. Some are even ready for civil war .. 
3. A kind of red and black dictature is installed to take total control of everything. It is a compro
mise between the demands of a rich minority with the mafia, and the aspirations of a poor majority 
with the communist. But strict control is imposed to all. 
As surprising as it may be, all 3 scenario are possible. It is virtually impossible to see which trend will 
dominate. As Russians say about about their own nation: "No one can understand Russia, one can 
only believe in her ! " 
One thing we do know for sure is that the Lord has the very best plan for His church. In fact it is in 
times of transition or crisis that individuals are looking up to their Creator. Such times are not neces
sarily bad in themselves. Since the crashing of the economy in the last few weeks the attendance at the 
worship service has never been so high : Last Sunday they had almost 70 people showing up ! 
So the church has some glorious times coming ahead ! 
Let us only pray that such times will not turn to the second or third scenario. My understanding of 
1 Tim. 2: 1-3 is that there is some connection between conversions and peaceful and quite lives. 
Take seriously to heart the priority of praying for the leaders of Russia. 
Your prayers can change the destiny of this nation: 
We do not know what the future looks like, but we know who holds it. 

The Voronez/1 Church Jn Figures 

- Grown from 5 members to over 50 in less than 2 years. Will have 60 to 70 by the end of 1998 
- Lost only 2 members 

Member Age Groups : 
- 30 % under 35 
- 55 % between 35 and 60 
- 15 % over 60 

- presently preparing 3 elders to be appointed by the end of 1999. 
- 3 full time Russian evangelists 

For more information contact local missionary, Yves Perriard -- E-mail address: 

Yves@choch2.vrn.ru 

VoRonezh Ch·u1RGh o~ ChRisc 
VISA RECEIVED ! PERRIARDS TO GO BACK SEPTEMBER THE 8th 

Our dear brothers and sisters, 
Ever since we were kicked out of Russia by the end of June, we prayed that we would be able to 

see again our dear Russian brothers and sisters. Yves applied for a student's visa with the hope that he 
would be accepted under those conditions. Finally, after much waiting and doubts, Yves received his 
visa to reenter Russia ! 

As we prepare ourselves to go back there, our hearts are filled with both deep concerns and 
hope. Deep concerns because the economical and political future of Russia looks very gloomy. It is a 
time of deep insecurity for all, rich and poor alike. But at the same time ..... 

"We are confident that 
power in ways we have 
If the beginning was so 1 

end he?" 

God will reveal His 
never seen before. 
glorious, what will the 

WHAT WILL YVES DO IF HE CANNOT PREACH AND TEACH PUBLICLY? 
Yves will be "forced" to study part time Russian language and litterature at the University of 

Voronezh while focusing most of his remaining time on training the leadership of the Voronezh 
Church. Much can and needs to be done in that area. In fact, equiping the evangelists and rising up the 
potential eldership is my top priority. I will take the evangelists into a intensive studying of the entire 
New Testament that will cover the whole year, and I will have individual and collective studies and 
character shaping with the potential elders. I seriously believe that within 2 years we should be able to 
appoint elders. 

Anna, on her side, will be very busy teaching the women and taking care of our very "dynamic" 
two year old boy! 



How Can You Help Concretely ? 

CHURCH BUILDING 

At the present stage the church meets in a rented movie theater. That place, like every other 
public place, belongs to the State. Since the local authorities refuse to register us as a church, 
which means we are not legal officially, we do not have the right to meet in a State owned 
building. That is according to the law. Now, in practice, the director of the theater allows us to 
stay there because she gets from us a monthly rent which she badly needs. In Russia, money 
speaks always louder than the law. In other words, eyes are closed so far. 

Now, ifthe Russian Orthodox Church starts pressurizing the State about closing down their 
buildings to all other other religious groups, then we will have nowhere to go. As I said ear
lier, all the big meeting places in Russia belong to the State. 

Such a possibility is not to be excluded. We know for sure that the Orthodox Church would 
love this, because they hate us. This is very possible since the State is trying to please the Or
thodox Church so that it will look better in the eyes of many patriotic Russians. (For a Rus
sian, the only legitimate and true church for Russia is the Russian Orthodox Church. All oth
ers churches are of "foreign" origin ). 

What this means is that it would be smart to already find a place to meet before we are on the 
street. For about $50,000 to $70,000 we could find or build a really decent place that would 
allow us to meet for worship and Bible studies. I do not think that the local authorities would 
or could really stop us from meeting in that place, unless some brutal and radical changes 
takes place. If that is the case, than we are talking about open persecution similar to Stalin 
time. I don't see this happening. 
If you hear of any individual or church that would be interested in contributing to our need, 
then please get in touch with : 

Jimmie Eaton, elder of the Red Bank Church of Christ, at : 
423-875-4064 (Home) or 423-875-4816 (Work) 

or you can E-mail him at : 
Rbchoch@aol.com 

POOR CHRISTIANS 

With the mounting economical difficulties that Russia will face in the near future, many Rus
sian poors will have really hard times. Up to now the government hardly had the money to pay 
doctors, teachers or even the army ! The hospitals are surviving with any humanitarian help 
that can come in, so you can imagine how much is left for the poors and the sick ! The retired 
people are getting a meager pension that leaves them just the bare minimum to survive. 
So far, we have been able to very effectively help some of our members by buying them food 
and/or medicine. The reason is because we have the following policy : 

1. Our help is strictly limited to our Christians. If we do make exceptions to that rule, it is 
never a big financial help and it is done with great caution 

=> This way we won't waist our money with people who want to use us. 
2. The members have to make their needs known directly to the Russian leaders and not 
to me. I never give any help directly myself. 

=> This way, we can make sure that the needs are very serious, because Russians will 
not easily admit their problems to another Russian, ( but they will very easily do so 
with foreigners, even to the point of fooling them ! ) 

=>This way, it creates an emotional dependency toward the local leadership, instead 
of toward me, a foreigner. 

3. We regularly consult between us as leaders to make sure that the needs are really needed, 
and how we will help. 

=> This way, the leaders Can grow in wisdom and teamwork. 

With the above policy, we can really make sure that your money is wisely used. We will give 
you a detailed account every month on how the money was used specifically. 
Because that money is used as a separate budget on a separate account, please make sure that 
your money orders or checks have the specific mention : " For the Russian POORS ". 
Please, DO NOT write "Russian work" so it will not be confused with the money that goes for 
the full time preachers and missionaries . This way we will help only with the money that is 
sent, not more, and not less. Thank you for sharing in this ministry of compassion ! 

Please send your money to : 

Northland Church of Christ 
4581 Cleveland A venue 

Columbus OH 43231 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food ,Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix:, muffin mix, powdered milk (1-qt 
packets), pap,er towels, toilet tissue. , , 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Tom Bam
harqt at the death of his sister, Trudie Whitney. 
The funeral was August .29th. 
i 

Marriage Seminar 
There will be a marriage seminar with Joe Beam 
on September 18 & 19 at Grand Central Church 
of Christ in Vienna, WV. The deadline for regis
tration is September 10. Registration forms and 
more information is on the bulletin board. 

Evening Services 
Due to Summit 98 at the Aladdin Temple, There 
will be no services at the building this evening, 
instead there will be an area wide joint worship 
service at the Aladdin Temple at 3:30. 

Think About It 
He whose goal is to please his audience usually 
fails God, and he who pleases God cannot 
please all his audience. 
Spiros Zodhiates . 

I 

11-13 
13 
16 
17 
18-19 

20 
27 
27 

Calendar 

September 
Singles Retreat at Fort Hill Camp 
Autumn Adult Classes Begin 
50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
Bible Study At Orient 
Marriage Seminar With Joe Beam At 
Grand Central Church In Vienna WV 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Worship Ser-Vice At Orient 1 :30 p.m. 
Worship Service At Willow Brook 

October 
1 Bible Study At Orient 
7 50's Plus MeE;!ting In Room E:28 
15 Bible Study At Orient 
16 ' Congregational Banquet At Monaco's 
18 · 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
21 50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
25 Worship Service At Orient 1 :30 p.m. 
29 ' Bible Study At Orient 

Contributions 

last Week $3903 Avg YTD $5225 

Russia $167 Avg YTD $228 

Youth Min. $445 Avg YTD $303 

Youth Min Total ... $8339 

' Services 
Sunday Bible Study 

unday Worship Service 
Su11day Evening 
Wednesday Bvening 

E lders: Wilbur Atlen, Frank ChappeU, Roy Estep, Gene erince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Baro.zzini, Jobn Bradley, 

10:30 a:m Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans,Do.n Gillespi~. Lou 
5:30 pm J,,awrem:.~~ Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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You Choose 

Long ago, two boys plotted to outdo an old man who was noted 
. ' 

for his great wisdom. They.caught a small bird that could be 

concealed in the hand and approached the old man 'with a ques

tion, "What do I have in my hand?" "Why, you have a bird, for I 
' ' 

see one of his feathers!" "Yes, but is he dead or alive?" (They 

had conspired to make certain he was wrong, f<;>r if he said 

"dead," they would release the bird to fly away. If he said 

"alive," they would crush him an~ present him dead.) The old 

'man answered, "As you will it, boys." 

"As you will it."" How true this is of so many things in life. Will 

the church grow or die? As you will it. Will your neighbors hear 

the gospel or go before God unprepared? As you will it., Will 

the works budgeted for the year be done or go undone for lack of 

finances? As you' will it. Will the church be friendly or colq? As 

you will it. Will our Bible School grow or languish? As you will 

it. Will our' visitation increase or want? As you will it. Will your 
' . 

marriage succeed or fail? As you will it. 

This is not to leave God out of the picture. It simply illustrates 

our role of responsibility for what takes place in our lives. We 

need to quit blaming others and rationalizing our failures. It's 

God's will that we live faithful to Him to the best of our ability. 
I 

But what you choose to do is up to you. 

~ John Denny, Millington Messenger 

-e .s 
~ 



Ser11ing 6od 

EXHORTATION TO ENDURANCE 
· (Part Two) 

Let everything you do be done for God, both deeds and words; and refer all that is yours 
to Christ; and constantly turn your soul to God; and lean your thought on the power of 
Christ, as if in some harbour by the divine light of the Saviour it were resting from all 
talk and action. And often by day communicate your thoughts to men, but most of all 
to God at night as well as by day; for let not much sleep prevail to keep you from your 
prayers and hymns to God, since long sleep is a rival of death. Show yourself always a 
partner of Christ who makes the divine ray shine from heaven; let Christ be to you con
tinual and unceasing joy. 

. 
Relax not the tension of your soul with feasting and indulgence in drink, but consider 
what is needful to be enough for the body. And do not hasten early to meals before the 
time for dinner comes; but let your dinner be bread, and let earth's grasses and the ripe 
fruits of trees be set before you; and go to your meal with composure, showing no sign 
of raging glutt.ony. Be not a flesh-eater nor a lover of wine, when no sickness leads you 
to this as a cure. But in place of the pleasures that are in these, choose the joys that are 
in divine words and hymns, joys supplied to you by wisdom from God; and let heavenly 
meditation ever lead you upward to heaven. 

Clement of Alexandria (AD 150-200) 
(Also titled"To The Newly Baptized") 

~'Do not be deceived: God cannot be 'mocked. A man reaps what he 
sows. The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature 
will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the 
Spirit will reap eternal life. Let us not become weary in doing go_od, 
for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, espe
cially to those who belong to the family of believers." 

Galatians 6:7-10 
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Growth /11 Jesus 

GOD INTENDED IT FOR GOOD 
lessons From the life of Joseph 

Week Fourteen 
Attending A Family Reunion 

(Genesis 46:1-47:31) 

Now the entire family is reunited, with Jacob 
himself being persuaded to go to Egypt. Jacob is 
even received and honored by Pharaoh himself. 
Naturally, there are many experiences, both 
good and bad, awaiting Jacob's descendants in 
the years ahead, but for this generation, every
thing has come together at last. The questions 
are answered, the anxieties are relieved, and the 
grieving is over. The Genesis narrative records 
at length the many joyful aspects of their reun
ion, so that we-may share in their joy and hope 
as they feel God's grace and blessing poured out 
to them. 

In the midst of the reunion scenes, the narrative 
pauses (46:8-27) to record a list of exactly what 
members of Jacob's family went to Egypt. Thi~ is 
one of many such genealogical lists in the Old 
Testament, ranging from shorter lists, such as this 
one, to the lengthy portions of Chronicles that 
contain this type of material. Such genealogies 
are often skipped by cursory Bible readers, and 
are on occasion even derided by the types of 
persons who "speak abusively against whatever 
they do not understand" Oude 10). But there is 
no part of the Bible that does not have an_ impor
tant spiritual purpose. It is just a question of ap
plying ourselves to understand why the Holy 
Spirit included material that, at first sight, ap
pears not to benefit us. 

3 

Like most genealogies, the list in this chapter 
proves to us that these events happened to real, 
living human beings. To Moses' 9riginal read
ers, and to readers throughout the history of Is
rael, the list allowed each of them to find their 
own human ancestors, to think about their jour-

. ney of faith, and to link themselves with the 
meaning and lessons behind events that hap
pened before their lifetimes. For today's non
Jewish believers, even though the families in
volved are not our own, such records are still 
important. 

By taking care to write down not just, the names 
of those involved in important events such as 
these, but also details such as genealogies for 
historical verification, the Holy Spirit gives us 
one proof that these things really happened. Bi
ble narratives do not happen to legendary or 
mythical figures, made up by later-day religious 
leaders to make a convenient point. They oc
curred to real men and women with the same 
weaknesses, desires, and needs as we have. 
Neither did they involve faceless, nameless 
groups with no connection to our own experi- 1 

ence. The individuals described in the Bible are 
fathers, daughters, uncles, grandmothers, all 
with a past, a present, and a future. These seem
ingly insignificant details in the Bible are impor
tant in reminding us how easily these things 
could have happened to you or me, and thus 
how much you and I have to learn from reading 
about them. 

- Mark W. Garner, 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
powdered milk (1-qt packages), paper towels, 
canned fruit. 

' 
Autumn Classes 

For Autumn quarter, on Sunday mornings all 
adults will meet in the auditorium for a class on 
Daniel. On Wednesdays, Mike will continue the 
John class for Autumn. 

Marriage Seminar 
There will be a marriage seminar with Joe Beam 
on September 18 & 19 at Grand Central Church 
of Christ in Vienna, WV. Registration forms and 

. more information is on the bulletin board. 

.. Sympathy 
",Bessie Norton, formally of Columbus, died last 
weekend in Winterhaven, FL. The viewing will 
be Tuesday, Sept. 15 from 12-1 p.m. with the 
funeral at 1. p.m. at the Cotner Funeral Home, 
7369 E. Main St., Reynoldsburg. ' 

Thank You 
Thanks to every one for all the prayers, visits and, 
cards during my stay in Riverside Hospital, 
Whetstone Rehab Center and also at my home. I 
really am grateful to have a wonderful church 
family. Love· to all in Christ, Ruth Rogers. 
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Calendar 
September 

Singles Retreat at Fort Hill Camp . 
Autumn Adult Classes Begin 
50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
Bible Study At Orient 
Marriage Seminar With Joe Beam At 
Grand Central Church In Vienna WV 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Weigh Down Workshop Orientation 
Meeting, 7:00 p.m. Room e:28 
Worship Service At Orient 1 :30 p.m. 
Worship Service At Willow Brook 

October 
Bible Study At Orient 
50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
Bible Study At Orient · 
Congregational Banquet At Monaco's 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
Worship Service At Orient 1 :30 p.m. 
Bible Study At Orient · 

I 

Contributions 

Last Week $5200 Avg YTD $5224 
I 

Russia $191 Avg YTD $227 

Youth Min. $100 Avg YTD $298 

Youth Min Total ... $8439 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 

unday Wo.rSllip ervice 
Sunday HvenJng 
Wedn~day Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chap_pell Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold Tom Barnhardt Joe Barozzini John Bradley 

I 0:30 run. S~eve Carver Lynn Champney, :Oarrell.Estep Jack, Evans, Don Gillespie Lou 
5:30 pm, Lawrence, Saui Le~ile, Jack Mauersberg, :Beryl McMasters, ' 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Gharlie Yate~ 

E va11gell t. : Mike :F-Upes, Tom Bamhardr 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 4 7 5-0161 
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Prayer Can Lower Blood Pressure 
PRAYER, SERVICES CAN LOWER BLOOD PRESSURE 

Attending religious services lowers blood pressure more than tuning 
~nto relig!ous TV or radio, a new study says. People who attend a relig
ious service once a week and prayed or studied the Bible once a day 
were 40% less likely to have high blood pressure than those who don't 
go to church every week and prayed and studied the Bible less: 

"If they relied on TV or radio, it wasn't as beneficial, " says David B. 
Larson of the National Institute for Healthcare Research and an author 
of the study in Tuesday's International Journal of Psychiatry in Medi-
cine. "It shows church attendance is better for your health .. '~ · 

T.he link between religious activity and blood pressure was strongest 
among blacks and people 65 to 74. Previous studies showed other 
health benefits from prayer. A 1988 study found that patients who 
were prayed for needed fewer antibiotics and had fewer complications. 
Last year, researchers found monthly church visits improved mental 
health of the elderly. And researchers fou'nd earlier this year that adults 
who attended church at least once a week were less likely to have high 
levels of interleukin-6, an immune-system protein associated with age-
related diseases. · ' 

The new findings, part of a National Institutes of Health initiative came 
from followiflg 2,391 •people 65 or older for six years. Study authors 
say the findings could be limited to the area studied and overwhelm-

. I 

ingly Protestant area of North Carolina. More than half of the study 
subjects attended church at least once a week and prayed at least once 
a day. Most, 75%, tuned into religious TV or radio at least once a 
week. 

They say more research is needed to understand the links, but going to 
services is healthy. "There are two parts to religion . One is personal 
and one is social," Larsori says. "There is something to the social part 
that is very important, and you don't get that sitting on your cou~h." 

Robert Davis, USA TODAY (8/11/98) 



Servi11g 6od 

EXHORTATION TO ENDURANCE 
(Part Three) 

And give up the many anxious cares about the body by taking comfort in hopes towards God; 
because for you He will provide all necessary things in sufficiency, food to support life, cover
ing for the body, and protection against winter cold. For to your King belongs the whole earth 
and all that is produced from it; and God treats_ the bodily parts of His servants with exceeding 
care, as if they were His like His own shrines and temples. On this account do not dread se
vere diseases, nor the approach of old age, which must be expected in time; for even disease 
will come to an end, when with whole-hearted purpose we do His commandments. 

Knowing this, make you soui strong even in face of diseases; be of good courage, like a man 
in the arena, bravest to submit to his toils with strength unmoved. Be not utterly crushed in 
soul by grief, whether disease lies heavily upon you, or any other hardship befalls, but nobly 
confront toils with your understanding, even in the midst of your struggles rendering thanks to 
God; since His thoughts are wiser than men's, and such as it is not easy nor possible for men 
to find out. Pity those who are in distress, and ask for men the help that comes from God; for 
God will grant grace to His friend when he asks, and will provide succour for those in distress, 
wishing to make His power known to men, in the hope that, when they have come to full 
knowledge, they may return to God and may enjoy eternal blessedness when th~ Son of god 
shall appear and restore good things to His own. 

Clement of Alexandria (AD 150-220) 

"Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made 
perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took 

hold of me. Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of 
it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward 
what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize f<Jr which 

God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus." 
Philippians 3:12-14 

Growth In Jesus 
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GOD INTENDED IT FOR GOOD 
Lessons From the Life of Joseph 

Week Fifteen: Blessings For The Future 
(Genesis 48:1-49:33) 

Joseph's father Jacob has experienced a joy and 
satisfaction he never expected, in being reunited 
with Joseph and in seeing his family itself united. 
Now his purpose is fulfilled, and his time is 
done. Before he dies, he looks to the future and 
offers a series of blessings, first on Joseph's two 
sons who were born in Egypt, and then on his 
other .11 sons who came with him from Canaan. 
Jacob himself has learned and ,experienced a 
great deal in his time, and he knows well the 
ways that life can change, sometimes for the bet
ter, and sometimes for the worse. He wants to 
pass along what he can, before it is time to 
leave. 

First (chapter 48), Jacob has a final meeting with 
his favorhe son Joseph, and with Joseph's two 
sons Ephraim and Manasseh. Jacob gives them 
a special privilege by claiming the two as his 
own sons, thus entitling them to a greater por
tion in the future of God's people. The later 
books of the Old Testament show us one way in 
which 'this proved true, in that the two's descen
dants were considered two whole tribes, giving 
Joseph's descendants a double share of the 
Promised Land. But Jacob presents one twist 
that Joseph is not entirely happy about. He of
fers Ephraim the blessing due to the first born, by 
placing his right hand on Ephraim instead of on 
his older brother. Naturally, this is reminiscent 
in a way of Jacqb's own displacement of his 
older brother Esau, and again it proved true his-

3 

torically. Thus, throughout the entire meeting 
between Jacob and Joseph, we are reminded of 
both the blessings Joseph has received for his 
faithfulness, and of the cycle of life and history 
that is being played out in God's people, with 
many of the same themes being repeated in one 
generation after another. 

Next (chapter 49), Jacob calls for his own sons, 
and offers each of them a blessing, or a proph
ecy, before he dies. Each prophecy takes the 
form of Jacob's description of both his sons and 
of the tribes that will descend from them. 
Though they were his own sons, Jacob was well 
aware of their true character, and does not de
lude himself into thinking they are better than 
they are. Several of his "blessings" are critical 
indeed! A full explanation of the references in 
these verses would take more space than is 
available here, but many commentaries on· 
Genesis will give you good expositions of them. 
For our purposes, it is significant to notice how 
Jacob provides an· objective view of the future, 
not making empty promises of easy prosperity, 
not giving undeserved praise, not providing 
grounds for pride or self-centeredness, but doing 
his best to pass along to his sons an honest view 
of themselves and of the challenges that lie 
ahead. 

1 

Jacob's words are relevant now both for physical 
parents who need to fight the urge to deny the 
shortcomings in their descendants, and for all 
those who labor in God's kingdom to pass along 
what they have learned about God to future gen
erations. Jacob is actually doing both, and he 
knows that it is the most genuine form of love to 
tel I the truth about the past, the present, and the 
future. 

- Mark W. Carner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake.mix, muffin mix, powdered milk (1-qt 
packets), paper towels, canned fruit, peanut but
ter, jelly. 

Weigh Down Workshop 
The Orientation Meeting for the next session of 
the Weigh Down· Workshop will be held Sept. 
22 at 7 p.m.-lf you are inter~stea in learning · 
more about the program, please come to this 
meeting. Please see Cheryl Muir or Leona Hop
kins if you want to be a part of this program and 
are unaqle to come to the meeting. 

Thank You 
A special thanks to all of you who have sent 
cards, made phone calls and have endeavored to 
encourage Polly and myself in the loss of my 
sister. May God bless you all abundantly. . 
Hebrews 6: 10 God is not unjust; he will not for
get your work and the love you have shown him 
as you have helped his people and continue to 
help them. Tom Barnh.ardt 

_ Secret Sisters 
If you would like to participate in the Secret Sis
ter program but have not filled out a form yet, 
please fill one out today and give it to Cindi 
Gillespie. 

Calendar 

September 
20 50's f>lus "Eat Out Sunday" · 
22 Weigh Down Workshop Orieqtation 

Meeting, 7:00 p.m. Room E:28 
27 Worship Service At Orient '1 :30 p.m. 
27 Worship Service At Willow Brook 

October 
1 Bible Study At Orient 
7 50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28. 
11 Consolidated Evening Worship 

(All Small Groups At Building) 
15 Bible Study At Orient 
16 Congregational Banquet At Monaco's 
18 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
21 50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
25 Worship Service At Orient 1 :30 p.m. 
29 Bible Study At Orient 

New Small Group 
Doug and Jennifer Cvelbar are starting a new 
small group. If you are interested, a sign-up 
sheet is posted ori the bulletin board. 

Contributions 

Last Week $5766 I AvgYTD $5238 

Russia $260 I AvgYTD . $227 

Youth Min. $320 I, AvgYTD $298 

Youth Min Total I .... $8759 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 

unday Evening 
Wednesday .Evening 

e tders: Wilbur .Aflen, Frank Chappell, l foycstep, Genel?tince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Deacfms: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini. John B~dley, 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gille&pie~ Lou 
5:30 pm L'awrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersber,g, BerylMcMastei:s, 
7:00Jlm ~ark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike R ipes.Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 4.75-0161 
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Grizzly Bears And Skunks 

Few creatures in all of God's vast creation inspire the awe, and even . 
fear, that is generated by the mighty grizzly bear. This huge carnivore, 
with its longs, razor-sharp claws, can rise to~ towering height of 9 feet 
and may weigh as much as 1500 pounds! . It has a fiercely aggressive 
nature, and will rarely to.lerate the presence of other creatures ... 
especially man. Many men have paid with their lives for venturing too 
close to the grizzly. · 

Nevertheless, there is one creature who seemingly has absolutely no 
fear of the grizzly. When Dale Carnegie was visiting Yellowstone Na
tional Park he had the opportunity to observe a grizzly bear for a time. 

s he and the other tourists watched from a safe distance, they saw the 
bear emerge from the woods to eat. What amazed Carnegie, however, 
was that foraging alongside of the bear, seemingly oblivious to. its pres
enc;e, w as a skunk. Even ·more amazing w as the fact that the bear 
made no move to d iscourage the li ttle. striped creature from sharing the 
same eating space. 

Even a smaller, younger grizzly could easily have killed the skunk with 
a single swipe of its deadly paw. And yet this large bear never reacted 
it its presence. Why? Perhaps it is because of what Dr. S. I. Mci\\illen 
(in his book None of These Disea~es) calls, "The high cost of getting 
even." A grizzly bear can easily destroy a skunk, but he will pay a very 
high price for doing so. ·· 

I ' 

Our world is filled with skunks - not just the animal variety, but the 
people variety as well. There may be times when we might like noth
ing better than to take a swipe at these foul, offensive critters who feed 
fearlessly among us. However, when you tangle with a skunk the 
skunk always wins! ·Perhaps we need to learn a valuable lesson from 
the grizzly bear: Some critters are best left completely alone, even if 
you possess the power to utterly destroy them! 

Al Maxey, The Aloha Spirit 



Ser11i11g 6od 

A PILGRIM'S PROGRESS: 
THE MAN BORN BLIND 

(Part 1) 

"And Jesus said, for judgment I am come into 
this world, that they which see not might see; 
and that they which see might be made blind." 
John 9:39 

How strange that He who is the Light of the 
world should bring light to some and darkness 
to others. Some men's eyes He opens and 
some He smites with utter blindness. This star
tling truth is strikingly illustrated by the story 
recorded in the chapter of which our text is a 
-part. The same heavenly winds blew upon · 
both the seeing and the blind. But the set of 
the sails of the soul was different. Therefore, 
one went toward the dark while the other went 
toward the light. The Pharisees definitely set 
their faces toward spiritual blindness, while the 
blind man began a veritable pilgrim's progress 
toward cl ear-eyed certainty. · 

1 1. Look at the Blind Man 
We have three views of him: 
1. As seen by his neighbors. What did 

they see in him? Listen: "Is not this he 
that sat and begged?" That is the an
swer. He was a human parasite, an in
carn·ate uselessness, a living handicap. 
He sat and begged. That is all. Did he 
ever dream? Did he ever pray? Did he 
ever long for the heights? Did he ever 
weep i.n secret? No, not so far as his . 
neighbors knew. He only sat and 
begged. He was a beggar and nothing 

2 

more. 
2. As seen by the disciples. What did 

these friends of Jesus see in him? Hear 
their question: "'Who did sin, this man 
or his parents that he was born blind?" 
They did not ask how he was to be 
cured, how he might be changed from 
liability to an asset. They evidently had 
no hope for him. The only place he 
held in their scheme of things was to 
serve as a ·starting point for a theological 
discussion. He was only a specimen. 
He was merely Exhibit A. They were 
ready to hold an autopsy, not with any 
idea of r~storing life, but only to dis-
cover the cause of death. · 

3. As seen by Jesus. "As Jesus passed by 
He saw a man." He saw a creature 
made in the image of God. He saw one 
possessed of most amazing possibilities. 
He was one capable of the finest cour
age and the most beautiful loyalty. He 
saw a being worth going to Calvary to 
redeem. He saw one who had suffered, 
but whose suffering was not born of sin, 
but permitted by God for the enrich
ment of the sufferer. His loss was to be
come hi.s gain. His handicap was to be
come his help. His darkness was to be
come, through the riches of grace, a 
gateway to the everlasting dawn. 

Jesus said, ~'For judgment I have 
come into this w.orld, so that the. 
blind will see and those who see 

will become bllnd." 
John 9:39 

61·owth /11 Jesus 

GOD INTENDED IT FOR GOOD 
Lessons From the Life of Joseph 

. Week Sixteen: 
A Last Family Scene (Genesis 50:1-26) 

Joseph and his brothers viewed the death of 
their father in different ways. Joseph loved his 
father dearly, and had not long before been re
united with him after many painful years of sepa
ration. His brothers, on the other hand, thought 
first of all of the possibility that Joseph might de
liver a long-postponed revenge, now that their 
father was not there to protect them through the 
love and respect Joseph held for him. 

Joseph used his high position to secure the most 
lavish possible .burial ceremony for Jacob, and 
was even accompanied on the trip back to Ca
naan by a large retinue of important and power
ful Egyptians. At great expense and inconven
ience, he honored his father's request to take hi.s 
body all the way back to Canaan, to the cave in 
the field of Macpelah that Abraham.himself had 
purchased as a family burial site. Joseph, here 
and elsewhere, is an example of the right way to 
honor and respect past generations. Jacob had 
many faults, and whether or not Joseph realized 
how flawed his father was, he did not develop 
the same shortcomings in himself. And though 
he was forced to live the most crucial years of 
his. life on his own, he did not reproach or de
spise Jacob for not helping him. No doubt Jacob 
passed on something significant of his faith in 
God, imperfect though it was, and it gave Joseph 
something on which to build his own relation
ship with God, which saw him through so many 
tests and disappointments. 

3 

His brothers, on the other hand, at first are 
blinded to the more important aspects of.their 
father's passing, because they are convinced that 
Joseph has not really forgiven them. They are· 
certain that all he was waiting for was for their 
father to die, and that now he will extract in full 
the revenge that they know full well they would 
deserve. Joseph long ago offered them uncondi
tional grace, and Joseph long ago let the matter 
drop. Joseph has probabli not even thought 
about the unfortunate past in a long time, but his 
brothers, through pride and malice, declined to 
accept his honest statement that the matter was 
closed. They have been dragging around the 
weight of the past all this time, for no reason at 
all. This is the price we pay whenever we refuse 
to accept grace, whether from God or from hu
mans. We then carry around an unnecessary 
and foolish burden. Joseph knew that to hold 
grudg~s or demand apologies for something 
long past would have been immature and un
spiritual, but his brothers were slow to learn that 
lesson. 

Joseph had long ago put the past behind him, 
and . as the final few ve.rses show, was thinking 
much more of the future. Throughout Joseph's 
life, he has left us with a convincing example of 
a godly perspective on life. Joseph learned from . 
the past, but refused to let it be a burden; he 
lived faithfully in the present, but did not get en
grossed in it; and he prepared for the future, · 
without faithlessly worrying about it. Following 
his example calls for changed attitudes on our 
part, but if we do so, it will lead to joy, content
ment, and fru,itfulness. 

- Mark Garner 

I l 
~~----..~~. t 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
pancake mix, peanut butter, saltine crackers, 
spaghetti (no sauce). 

Teen Info 
Teen group meets Sunday evening, September 
27, and every other Sunday after that. 
Exception! Teen·s are invited to the Roller Chalet 
Sunday evening October 4th from 7-9 p.m. for 
JD's birthday party. 
Teen Retreat at NWOCYC October 2-:4. You can 
attend Friday and/or Saturday nights for $10/$15. 
Please tell one of th~ following people Today if 
you plan to go: Lloyd, Karen, Jim, or Vicki. 

Teen Meetif)g Homes Needed 
The teen group, which meets tonight and every 
other Sunday evening 7-9pm, is looking for a few 
good homes to use! If you can host a group 
meeting, (food is not expected, but paper goods 
are appreciated), please see Vicki Thomas or sign 
up on the bulletin board. Thanks · 

Hospitalized 
Please pray for Billie Thorne's father. He is in the I 
hospital and has been diagnosed with acute leu-
kemia 

Calendar 

September 
27 Worship Service At Orient 1 :30 p.m. 
27 Worship Service At Willow Brook 

October 
1 Bible Study At Orient , 
7 50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
11 Consolidated Evening Worship 

(All Small Croups At Building) 
15 Bible Study At Orient 
16 Congregational' Banquet At Monaco's 
18 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
21 - 50's. Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
25 Worship Service At Orient 1 :30 p.m. 
29 Bible Study At Orient 

Thank You 
There is a thank you note on the bulletin board 
from the family of Glen Lawrenc~. 

Contributions 
I 

Last Week $4344 AvgYTD $5216 

Russia $237 Avg YTD $228 

Youth Min. $176 AvgYTD $295 

Youth Min Total ~ $8935 

Services 
Sunday B.ible Study 

unday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesgay Evening 

Elders: W.ilbur A llen, Frarik Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30am Deacons: Brian Arnold, lorn Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, JOhn Bradl.ey 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, 1.ou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslje, Jack Mallersberg, BerylMcMastei:s 
7:00 pm Mark.Morris, Charlie Yates 

Eva11gelists: .tv,fike Hipes,Tom --Sarnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Searching For Truth? 

Consider this little parable: 

A man had three sons. He wanted to test their: ability to discern. 

So he gave each an apple with a rotten spot on it. The first ate 

the whole thing. The second threw the whole thin~ away. The 

third separated the bad from the good. 

The father noted that the third was the wisest, and he explained, 

''When we receive instruction, .some of us believe everything we 

hear; others rejecreverything because some is bad; but the wise 

separate the bad from the good and benefit form the good." 

Can we apply this to our search for the truth of God? When the 

preacher preaches - when the teacher teaches - are we not wise 

to separate the bad from the good and benefit from that which is 

good? And how do we make the discernment? By the Bible! 

"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 

"-" doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous
Q) 

....,- 2 f · § ness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 

, ~ equipped for eve~y good work." (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). 
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May God bless you with wisdom in your search ·for truth. 

Carroll Sites, The·Lakeside Messenger 



Ser11i11g God 

A PILGRIM'S PROGRESS: 
THE MAN BORN BLIND 

(Part Two) 

2. The Blind Man Begins His Spiritual 
Journey 

The first move was made by Jesus. That is 
always the case .. We are always sought be
fore we begin to seek. We are always pur
sued before we begin to pursue. The first 
step toward recovery is always taken by the 
Shepherd, rather than by the sheep that is 
gone astray. In a thousand ways our Lord 
is constantly- seeking us. 

Christ saw the possibilities in this man. He 
mixed some. clay with spittle and anointed 
his eyes and told him to go to a certain 
pool and wash. It strikes us as a rather 
strange procedure. There are other cases of 
healing of blind men on the part of Jesus. 
But no two of them did He heal alike. To 
one he merely spoke, to another he gave a 
touch. To this man, after plastering his 
eyes with clay, He gave something definite 
to do. But while the method was different, 
the goal was always the same. They al I 
came into the light. 

Now as to why Jesus used the method here 
employed, we are not told. Certainly there 
was no saving power in the mixture of clay 
and spittle. No doubt the Master saw that 

this man needed to do something. He 
needed something outward and tangible to 
assist his faith. Christ, therefore, was sim
ply fitting His method to the needs of the 
man. And, be it said to the honor of the 
patient, he readily responded. In obedi
ence to the command of Jesus, he went 
pegging his way toward the pool. He sim
ply did as he was commanded. That re
quired both faith and courage. 

I encounter this man a few blocks down the 
street. " I look at him in amazement. "What 
is the matter with your eyes?" I ask. "They 
are daubed with clay," he replies. "That is 
queer. What is that for?" "It is to help cure 
me. I am going down to this pool and 
wash it off and when that is .done I am go
ing to see." Hearing this, I laugh aloud: 
"Who told you to do that?" "A man named 
Jesus." "Who is he?" "I do no know." 
"How does he expect to cure you?" "I do 
notknow.'" "Then you are a fool for go
ing," I tell him frankly. "No," he replies, "I 

.should be a fool for not going. I may be 
cured. But even if the effort ends in failure 
I shall certainly not be any more blind than 
I am now." This leaves me speechless. He 
continues his journey, washes in the pool, ' 
and the dawn bursts upon him. 

Clovis G. Chappell 
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61·owth In Jesus 

APPRECIATING GOD'S PLANS 
LESSONS F'ROM JONAH 

Lesson One: Excuses & Disobedience Oonah 
1:1-8) 

The book of Jonah is a short one, but it teaches 
some, significa'nt lessons about accepting and 
rejoicing in Cod's plans. Jonah had no confi
dence in what Cod told him to do, so Cod 
found it necessary to take strong measures to 
teach Jonah some needed lessons. 

When God told Jonah to go to Nineveh, he was 
giving him a difficult and frightening job. At the 
time, Nineveh was the tenter of the powerful 
and feared Assyrian empire, and the Assyrians 
were known for their violent attacks on other 
nations as well as the cruelly imaginative tor
tures they inflicted on their enemies. So it is un
derstandable that Jonah would not wish to go. 
But God had given him the job as part of an im
portant plan, not as a whim, and not to make 
Jonah feel bad, and so God took measures to 
ensure that Jonah would go after all. Jonah 
headed in the direction exactly opposite from 
where God had sent him, and thought he could 
hide. But God knew where he was, and sent a 
powerful storm in the path of Jonah's ship. 
While the crew tried desperately to save the 
ship, Jonah slept below deck, trying to hide his 
responsibility from humans as well as from God. 
But soon God revealed Jonah's responsibility. 
Uonah 1 :1-8) Some lessons from this part of Jo
nah: 

(i) Cod's commands are clear, and no excuses 
are sufficient to disobey them. God speaks with 
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perfect clarity and co,mplete authority. Whether 
the command is "Go to Nineveh and preach", 
"Repent and be baptized", "Not even a hint of 
sexual immorality", or any other, God's Word 
speaks clearly, without vagueness, and it comes 
with authority, as God proved to Jonah. It is not 
relevant whether God's plans agree with our 
wishes, nor whether we think God's commands 
are "fair". Here, no one else was required to go 
t0 Nineveh, but this neither justified Jonah's dis
obedience nor exempted him from punishment 
for that disobedience. 

(ii) Disobeying Cod will not lead to happiness. 
Jonah did not gain in the long run by his disobe
dience, and neither will we. Whether God 
chooses to expose our 'sin immediately (as he 
did with Jonah), or to wait until a later time (as 
he did when David committed adultery), we 
will never "get away with it". And while we 
wait, vainly hoping that the sin will remain hid
den, our relationship with God is superficial, dis
tant and joyless, even if this is hidden from other 
humans. Worse, others can suffer. Jonah's one 
sin not only brought fear and danger to a whole 
ship full of persons, it deprived many souls in 
Nineveh of hearing the Word of God. · 

(iii) Accepting responsibility becomes more diffi
cult as disobedience is prolonged. Many believ
ers rationalize a delay in acting on God's com
mands because they convince themselves that 
waiting will make it easier to accept a command 
that is now unattractive. This is always a delu
sion, because deferring obedience to God al
ways makes it easier to have a hardened heart 
and attitude, as Jonah did, and makes it harder 
for God to tell us what he wants. Note how Jo
nah is able to sleep peacefully, while the crew is 
suffering danger and terror because of his sin! 

- Mark Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
peanut butter, milk (powdered-1 qt packets). 

Teens 
Teens are invited to the Roller Chalet this even
ing, 7-9 p.m. for JD's birthday party. 

New Address 
Art and Kythrie Silva, 1800 Reynoldsburg New 
Albany Ra., Blacklick Ohio 43004 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to Dick Pugh 
at the death of his mother. The funeral was last 
Monday. 
We also want to express our sympathy to John 
Lindsay at the death of his uncle, Don Currence. 
The funeral was last Tuesday in West Virginia. 

Hospitalized 
Please pray for Billie Thorne's father. He is in 
the hospital and has been diagnosed with acute 
leukemia. 

Welcome 
I 

'Mike and Nancy Maynard and their children, 
Laura, Jeff and Hannah placed membership last 
Sunday. Their address is 1154 Eastfield Dr., 
Worthington, OH . . 

Banquet 
There is still time to sign up for the banquet. 
Please see Brian tonight if you plan to attend. 

Calendar 

October 
7 50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
11 Consolidated Evening Worship 

(All Small Groups At Building) 
15 Bible Study At Orient 
16 Congregational B;~mquet At Moi:iaco's 
18 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
21 50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
25 Worship Service At Orient 1 :30 p.m. 
29 Bible Study At Orient 

Baby Shower 
There will be a baby shower for Marnie and Jeff 
Miller at Pataskala Church of Christ on Sunday, 
October 18 at 7: 15 p.m., after ev~ning services. 
They are having a baby girl! If any questions, 
call Cheryl McDaniel at 890-4379 or the 
church office at 927-0086. All are invited to 
attend! 

Needed 
A car seat is needed for a 16 month old. If you 
have one that y~u are not using, contact Delois 
Yates, 471-9191. 

Contributions 

Last Week $4528 I Avg YTD $5198 

Russia $197 IAvgYTD $227 

Youth Min. $196 I Avg YTD $293 

Youth Min Total .... $9131 

Services Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Wotship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wed nesday Evening 

9:30 am Deacon.~: Brian Arnold, Tom Bamhardt, Joe Barozzini1 John Bradley, 
10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates ' · 

Eva11gellsts: Mike Hipes,Torn Barnhard~ 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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It may be in a moment, or after months of waiting, but soon I shall stand 
before my Lord 7 perhaps this year. 

Then in an instant all things will appear in new perspective. 

Suddenly the things I thought important - tomorrow's tasks, the plans for 
the dinner at my church, my success or failure in pleasing those around 
me - these will matter not at all. And the thing~ to which I gave but little 
thought - the word about Christ to the man next door, the moment (how 
short it was) of earnest prayer for the Lord's work in far-off lands, the con
fessing and forsaking of that secret sin - will stand as real and enduring. 

Five minutes after I am in heaven I'll be overwhelmed by the truths I've 
nown but somehow never grasped. I'll realize then that it's what I am in 

Christ that comes first with God, and that when I am right with Him, I do 
the things which please Him. 

I'll sense that it was not just how much I gave that mattered, but how I 
gave - and how much I withheld. 

In heaven I'll wish with all my heart that I. could reclaim\a thousandth part 
of the time I've let slip through my fingers, that I could call back those 
countless conversations which could have glorified my Lord .. . but did not. 

Five minutes after I am in heaven, I believe I will wish with all my heart 
that I had risen more faithfully to read the Word. of God and wait on Him 
in prayer - that I might have known Him while still on earth as He wanted 
me to know Him . 

A thousand thoughts will press upon me, and though overwhelmed by the 
grace which admits me to my heavenly home, I'll wonder at my aimless 
earthly life. I'll wish - if one may wish in heaven - but it will be too late. 

Heaven is real and hell is real, and eternity is but a breath away. Soon we 
shall be in the presence of the Lord we Claim to serve. Why should we 
live as though salvation were a dream - as though we did no know? 

NTo him that knoweth to do good, and doest it not; to him it is sin. n 

There may yet be a little time. God help us to live now in the light of a 
real tomorrow! 

Wayne Christianson in Moody Magazine 



Se1·11ing 6od 

A PILGRIM'S PROGRESS 
THE MAN BORN BLIND 

(Part 3) 

3. The Blind Man Meets Opposition 

The next stage of the journey is in the face of b,itter 
opposition at the hands of those who see. But al
ways the healed man is strictly loyal to all the light 
he has. 

It was inevitable that his story should spread abroad. 
His neighbors could hardly believe that he was the 
one-time beggar. But,, as he affirms that he was, they 
hurried him before their religious leaders, the Phari
sees, to see what they would make out of the case. 
Here the seeing and the man born blind are brought 
into sharp contrast. For t,he one, the day grows 
brighter, while for the others, the sun begins to set. 
Why was this the case? 

It was not because the Pharisees questioned the va
lidity of this miracle. That they had a perfect right to , 
do. It was not that they set out to investigate it. 
That was not only their privilege, but their solemn 
obligation. Christianity is the furthest possible from 
being a religion of credulity. It invites investigation. , 
It is the religion of the open eye and the open mind. · 

What then, was wrong with the investigation con
ducted by the Pharisees? It was not honest. They 
were not set on finding the truth and following it 
whatever it might cost. They reached their conclu
sion before the investigation began. "For the Jews 
had agreed already that if any man did confess that 
He was the· Christ, he should be put out of the syna
gogue." They were out to prove false what they de
sired to be false regardless of what the facts in the 
case might indicate. 

First, they heard the healed man tell his own 

straightforward story. They could pick no flaws in it. 
Then they asked his opinion of Him who had cured 
him. He gives it: "He is a prophet. 11 So far they re
alize they have made no progress. 

Next they question his story by claiming that he has 
never been blind . His parents are cal.led to the wit- ' 
ness stand. "Is this your son?" "Yes." "Was he born 
blind?" "Yes." "How then does he now see?" But 
they are afraid. They do not possess the same high 
cour.age as their son. They have not had his experi
ence. Therefore, they dodge the issue. "We know 
that this is our son, and that he was born blind. But· 
by what means he now seeth, we know not; or who 
hath opened his eyes, we know not; he is of age; ask 
him; he shall speak for himself." And speak he did, 
and in no uncertain fashion, for even the Pharisees 
are convinced, bitterly against their will. 

Hut what effect does this conviction have? Do they 
accept Jesus? Not at all. They rather call the healed 
man and give this absurd order: "Give God the 
praise: We know that this man is a sinner." By this 
time the once-blind man sees through them and is 
only laughing at them. "Whether he is a sinner I 
know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was 
blind, now I see. " "You may know more theology 
than I," he seems to say, "but I have more experi
ence than you." 

Then comes their final effort. They ask him to tell 
'his story once more. But he sees that they are not 
seeking the truth. They are merely seeking some 
way to discredit what they know to be true. There
fore, he answers them with fine sarcasm: "Why ' 
would you hear it again? Are you really seeking the 
light? Do you want to know, the truth in order to 
obey it?" They have no answer to these questions 
other than abuse and excommunication. But this 
brave champion of Jesus fires one last parting shot. 
".If this man were not of God he could do nothing. 
This I know. Thi·s also you know, hard as you try to 
shut your eyes to the facts." 

Clovis G. Chappell 
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61·owth In Jesus 

APPRECIATING GOD'S PLANS: 
LESSONS FROM JONAH 

Lesson Two 
Consequences of Sin (Jonah 1 :9-16) 

Earlier, Jonah did not wish to obey the com
mands that God gave him, so he tried to run 
and hide from God. God sent a violent storm 
upon the ship in which Jonah was hiding, and 
later exposed Jonah's responsibility to the crew. 

Now the crew knows that the storm is Jonah's 
fault, and must decide what to do. In question
ing him, they find that he is a worshiper of Yah
weh (the Lord) but that he has disobeyed Yah
weh's instructions. Note that many ancient pa
gans had a fear of the living God, even if they 
worshiped their own idols, because they had 
often heard of some of the more spectacular Old 
Testament miracles. God says that, because of 
Jonah's disobedience, they must throw him 
overboard for the storm to stop. They are reluc
tant to do this, and try desperately to row even 
harder against the wind. But the harder they try, 
the worse the sea gets. Finally they realize that 
there is no alternative; they throw Jonah over~ 
board, and immediately the storm stops. This 
makes a great impression on the sailors, who of
fer sacrifices and vows to .the true God. Oonah 
1 :9-16) Important lessons: 

(i) Confessing sin doesn't always exempt us from 
sin's consequences. Jonah finally confessed his 
sin, but ·God still disciplined him further. When 
we have permitted disobedience to persist over 
ti111e1 we may have to accept further discipline 
even after confessing the -sin. Often disobedi-
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ence creatE;?s negative consequences that cannot 
be avoided. At other times, as with Jonah, God 
must discipline us further to fully impress upon 
us what we have done. This is another reason to . -
repent of disobedience to God as soon as we 
see a hint of it; it also shows how serious it is ,to 
God that we truly understand the importance of 
obeying him. 

(ii) Trying to get out o(sin's consequences only 
makes matters worse; The crew, though Jonah 
had endangered them, really wanted to avoid 
hurting him. They did their best to g~t to shore 
without ~hrowing him overboard, even though 
God had told them to, but this only made things 
worse. Wh~n we try to shield either ourselves 
or others from sin's consequences, whether this 
is out of self-interest (wanting the sinner to "like" 
us), or out of mistaken compassion, we do no 
one any favors. Too many people today want to 

. avoid ever ;•making someone feel ·bad", and 
have a misplaced pity towards those who suffer 
for their own sins. God is the one who gave us 
the capacity to feel guilt, and guilt (properly 
channeled) is important in keeping us from wan
dering away from God. 

(iii) God is able to use any situation in some 
positive way. God can always adapt his plans 
when humans resist him. God wanted to use 
Jonah to proclaim his message to Nineveh, but 
since Jonah resisted, God used him in a different 
way. The unbelieving sailors who saw God's 

. disciplining hand at work were moved to wor
ship. Of course, it is in our own interest as well 
as God's to be ready to submit to God's "Plan 
A", rather than forcing God to use us in an alter
native way as he did with Jonah, but it is encour
aging to know that God is willing and able to 
use even our mistakes in a constructive way. · 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
peanut butter, milk (powdered-1 qt packets), 
canned fruit, kleenex, paper towels. 

Senior Sharing Day 
Willow Brook's annual Senior Sharing Day will 
be October 13th beginning at 9 a.m. at Willow 
Brook Christian Village .. Lunch will be provided. 

- Banquet 
There is still time to sign up for the banquet. 
Please see Brian Today if you plan to attend. 

Thank You 
So nice to be remembered by the Northland con
gregation. We have been gone 10 years, but still 
have many friends there. Flowers are lovely, they 
mean so much. Thanks for the cards, funeral 
home visits and prayers. 

Kathleen Higgins & Family 

Reminder To Teens 
Teen group meets tonight at the Hipes home. 
Parents please pick up your teens there by 9:00 
pm. Teens bring $3.00 for pizza and items to put 
in care boxes: Thank you. 

Spaghetti Dinner 
There will be a spaghetti dinner at the North
western Ohio Christian Youth Camp Saturday 
October 1 7th from 4:00-6:30 pm. All proceeds 
benefit the camp. Donations accepted. 

Calendar 

October 
11 Consolidated Evening Worship 

(All Small' Groups At Building) 
15 Bible Study At Orient 
16 Congregational Banquet At Monaco's 
17 Spaghetti Dinner At Northwestern Ohio 

Christian Youth Camp, 4:00pm-6:30pm 
18 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
18 Baby Shower For Marnie Miller 
21 . 50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
25 Worship Service At Orient 1 :30 p.m. 
29 Bible Study At Orient 

Baby Shower 
There will be a baby shower for Marnie and Jeff 
Miller at Pataskala Church of Christ on Sunday, 
October 18 at 7: 15 p.m., after evening services. 
They are having a baby girl! If any questions, 
call Cheryl McDaniel at 890-4379 or the 
church office at 927-0086. All are invited to 
attend! 

Contributions 

Last Week $6046 I Avg YTD $5219 

Russia $200 I Avg YTD $226 

Youth Min. $465 Avg YTD $297 

Youth Min Total ..... $9596 

Sel'\'ic~_s 

Sunday Bible Study 
unday WQ r'Ship Service 

Sunday Evening 
'wednes_day Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen~ Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thom 
9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, iom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, folin Bradley 

10:30 $ Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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You Are The Reason 
' 

When you've climbed by your faith up Calvary's Hill 
And you've heara our Lord's anguished cry, 

And you know without question that Jesus there died 
Did you pause and ask yourself .... why? 

Why did He leave heaven's beauty 
And taste of the sorrows of earth? 
And why in a dark dingy stable 

Was the King of us all given birth? 

Why were rough hands laid upon Him 
At the gates of Gethsemane? 

And why did they say, "Crucify Him" 
·While letting Barabbas go free? 

Why did the grave fail to hold Him? 
Why was the stone rolled away? 
And why is He sitting in Heaven. 
At the throne of His Father today? 

Here then, my friends, is the reason: 
It was to cleanse us and make us all new. 

He died upon Calvary to save us. 
So the reason, dear sinner, was you! 

God knew that we could not pay the price, 
So He sent His own Son in due season. 

Death on the cross was the price that was paid, 
And you ... and your soul. .. are the reason! 

Marion E. Lobaugh 
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A PILGRIM'S PROGRESS: 
THE MAN BORN BLIND 

(Part Four) 

4. T~e Pilgrim Reaches His Goal 

The final stage marks the healed man's arrival. 
He reaches not a final goal beyond which there 
is no further progress. Instead, he reaches spiri
tual certainty beyond which there is endless 
progress. 

Look at the story. He can now see, but he has 
been excommunicated. He has become an 
outcast. Therefore, in the eyes of the world he 
is but little better off than he was before Jesus 
healed him. He has had to suffer because of 
his sturdy stand for what he knows to be true. 
Jesus learns of his excommunication and sets 
out to find him. By and by this seeking Savior 
and His staunch defender face each other. Je
sus t,hen asks him this big question: "Dost thou 
believe on the Son of God?" 

And what a superb answer he makes! He does 
not say, "Yes, I believe." His is too downright 
honest for that. He is too absolutely sincere. 
What he knows he will stand by. What he 
knows he will die by, if need be. But he will 
not lay claim to a faith that he does not possess. 
Hear his answer: "Who is He, Lord, that I 
might belie've on Him?" He makes no condi
tions, no reservations. He does not say, "I will 
believe if there is no cross involved." He de

,clares rather that he is ready to believe regard-
less of the cost. 
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Now it is to such a soul that Christ can reveal 
Himself. Therefore, this is His answer: "Thou 
hast both seen Him and He it is that talketh 
with thee." Having heard that, this big and val
iant man falls at His feet saying simply: "Lord, I 
believe." Thus he reached a broad spiritual 
daylight that was far more thrilling than ·the 
dawning of his physical day. 

But the light that illuminated this one-time beg
gar only blinded the eyes of the Pharisees. For 
this gospel is at once our most priceless and our 
most perilous possession. "It is the savor of life 
unto life or of death unto death." To refuse to 
see is to lose our capacity to see. To refuse to 
hear is to have our ears become stop'ped. To 
know the truth and refuse to obey is to become 
guilty of that sin that hath never forgiveness ei
ther in this life or in that which is to .come. It 
was this sin that wrung from the Master that 
heartbroken cry, "If thou hadst known, even 
thou, at least in this they day the things which 
belong unto thy peace, but now they are hid 
from thine eyes - And they shall not /eave in 
thee one stone upon another; because thou 
knewest not the day of thy visitation." Truly 
for judgment is Jesus come, that the unseeing 
might see, and that the seeing might be made 
blind. 

Clovis G. Chappell 

Then the man said, "Lord, I be
lieve," and he worshiped him. 

Jesus said, "For judgment I 
have come into this world, so 

that the blind will see and those 
who see will become blind." 

John 9:38-39 

6rowt/1 In Jesus 

. APPRECIATING GOD'S PLANS 
LESSONS FROM JONAH 

L'esson Three 
Genuine Repentance Oonah 1 :17-2:5) 

Earlier, God had exposed Jonah's disobedience 
an,d its consequences to the crew of the ship on 
which Jonah was hiding. Against their wishes, 
the crew obeyed God and threw Jonah over
board. 

The crew feared that Jonah would drown in 
punishment for nis disobedience, but God had a 
better plan. God had prepared a giant fish to 
swallow him. God never intended to destroy 
Jonah, but at the same time was going to make 
sure he learned something. While inside the 
fish, Jonah begins to realize what has happened, 
and begins for the first time to communicate di
rectly with God through prayer. He expresses 
the despair and fear he now feels. Among his 
fears is that he shall not again be able to live in 
God's presence. Uonah 1 :17-2:4) Lessons from 
this portion: 

(i) The aim of God's discipline is repentance and :· 
renewed closeness, not punishment for its own 
sake. Certainly God could have let Jonah 
drown, and then could simply have picked 
someone else to go to Nineveh. . God's goal, 
though., was not to hurt Jonah, but to help Jonah 
repent. So his further discipline in the fish, 
though surely not pleasant for Jonah, was to en
able Jonah, who had already come to a, partial 
acceptance of his responsibility, to come to a full 
repentance and to rededicate himself to God. 
When we are convicted of our own disobedi-
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ence, it is important to remember that God only 
disciplines us as far as is necessary to bring us to 
full repentance. God never enjoys punishment, 
no matter how bad the sin is. 

(ii) The way to truly repent or to change spiritu
·ally is to communicate directly with God. Jonah 
has finally learned this lesson. Real repentance 
does not consist of outward acts, but of change 
in our relationship with God, our attitude and 

· perspective. That is why God put Jonah in the 
fish: Jonah needed to communicate with God, 
'so God created a situation that encouraged Jo
nah to do so. Whenever you have spiritual diffi
culties, seek out a place without distractions (it 
doesn't have to be inside a fish!) and talk openly 
to God. Express what you really feel (even 
negative thoughts, since he knows you have 
them) so that you can realize· his presence, and 
realize that he wants you to know· him better. 
No amount of activity or of discussing your 
problems with other humans will ever replace 
personal communication with God. · 

(iii) Our one real need is to live in God's pres
ence. When Jonah was tossed into the sea and 
sank to the waiting fish, many things, went 
through his mind. But the greatest of his fears 
was that he might not again be able to live in 
God's presence. Worse than the physical fear 
and pain, and even wors_e than his humiliation 
before the sailors, was the thought that he.might 
·have had his last chance to see God's temple or 
to serve God. At last he remembers what his life 
is about! Whatever else we may value can be 
ruined, lost or stolen, but when our desire is to 
know God and to serve him, Satan himself can
not take that away. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
peanut butter, milk (powdered-1 qt packets), 
canned fruit. 

Thanksgiving Baskets 
Mark November 21 on your calendar for the 
"Northland Thanksgiving Basket Affair." More 
details later. Anyone interested in helping pre
pare for this event please see Lynn Champney or 
Sam Leslie. 

Teens 
The teen group plans fo go to Hell Stop on Sun
day evening, October 25th. Details will be an
nounced soon, but we are looking for adults who 
could help drive or volunteer use of their vans. 

Sympathy 
Herb Strigle passed away last Tuesday. The 
memorial service was at Willow Brook Christian 
Home Friday. 

Birthdays 
We are currently updating our list of members 
and their birthdays. If you have not noticed your 
birthday listed in the monthly calendar, we 
apologize. Please see Jack Evans or Pam Estep 
and give them your birthday information. Don't 
forget to let them know of any new "additions" 
to your family so we can honor them too. 

,, 18 

18 
21 
25 
29 

1 
4 
8 

12 
15 
18 
26 

Cale11dar 

October 

SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Baby Shower For Marnie Miller 
SO's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
Worship Service At Orient 1 :30 p.m. 
Bible Study At Orient 

November 
Worship Service At Orient 1 :30 p.m. 
~O's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
Consolidated Evening Worship 
(How Families Can Survive In The 21st 
Century-Ron Adams) 
(All Small Groups At Building) 
Bible Study At Orient 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
SO's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
Bible Study At Orient 

Contributions 

Last Week $6823 AvgYTD $5257 

Russia $250 Avg YTD $227 

Youth Min. $129 Avg YTD $293 

Youth Min Tofal I ..... $9725 

Services Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 
10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
, 5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Look Again And Think 
"Take no thought for your life." Matt. 6:25. 

A warning which needs to be reiterated is that the cares of this 
world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the lust of other things en
tering in, will choke all that God puts in. We are never free from 
the recurring tides of this encroachment. If it does not come on 
the line of clothes and food, it will come on the line of money or 
lack of money; of friends or lack of friends; or on the line of diffi
cult circumstances. It is one steady encroachment al I the time, 
and unless we allow the Spirit of God to raise up the standard 
against it, these things will come in like a flood. 

"Take no thought for you life." "Be careful about one thing 
only," says our Lord - "your relationship to Me." Common sense 
shouts loud and says - "That is absurd, I must consider how I am 
going to live, I must consider what I am going to eat and drink." 
Jesus says you must not. Beware of al lowing the thought that this 
statement is made by One Who does not understand our particu
lar circumstances. Jesus Christ knows our circumstances better 
than we do, and He says we must not .think about these things so 
as to make them the one concern of our life. Whenever there is 
competition, be sure that you put your relationship to God first. 

"Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof." How much evil has 
begun to threaten you to-day? ,What kind of mean little imps 
have been looking in and saying - Now what are you going to 
do next month - this summer? "Be anxious for nothing," Jesus 
says. Look again and think. Keep your mind on the "much 
more" of your heavenly Father. 

Oswald Chambers 

"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, 
what you will eat or drink; or about your body, 

what you will wear. ls not life more important than 
food, and the body more important than clothes?" 

Matthew 6:25 
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LOVE FOR GOD 
Commandment One 

"I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the house of bondage. You shall have no other gods be
fore me.""Exodus 20:2-3 

"Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many· rooms; 
if it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And when I go to prepare a 
place for you I will come again and take you to myself, that where I am you may be also." 
John 3:16-17 

"For God so lo~ed the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but . 
have eternal life. For God sent his son into the world not to condemn the world, but that the world might 
be saved through Him." John 3:16-17 

He created us. He loves us. He willingly gave up His son for us! That is certainly love beyond our 
frail human understanding. It's nearly impossible for us to im<;igine allowing someone to take our child. and 

· kill him, and not only that, but continuing to love the evil ones who murdered him. That is an amazing, su
pernatural love! 

Jesus lets us know in the above scripture from John 14 that He's preparing a place for us in His 
"Father's house." He promises to come back and take us to spend eternity with Him in paradise. What in
credible love for us! When you consider Jhat God made us exactly how we are and adores anyway, how 
could we not love in return? It's ironic, too, that God wants us to love Him for our own good! When we try 
to please God, we're living a life that's better for us-life "to the full." We try to love, give and serve in our 
efforts to be godly, and in the end, everyone benefits. Our spirits are living and active; our lives are whole. 
Though our God himself claims to be a "jealous god," He also wants our.h:earts because it's what we need 
to be fulfilled as humans. Life without seeking God is sad, empty and void of meaning- for this life and the 
next. 

Let's love this wonderful Creator, living our lives for here on this earth and for our home in heaven! 

Thoughts and Challen.ges: 

*God is the reason we exist, the key to life and the route to a home in heaven! 
*He is all-loving and above all else that we could imagine. 
*Try singing a praise song to God today, when you have a "quiet time .. " Don't worry if anyone hears you 
you sound great! 

Prayer Ideas for the Week: 

*Let's pray that we can love God with all of our hearts and appreciate who He is, not only what He 
does. -Linda Chivington 
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Growth In Jesus 

APPRECIATING GOD'S PLANS 
LESSONS FROM JONAH 

Lesson Four: 
Jonah's Time of Refreshing (Jonah 2:6-9) 

God exposed Jonah's disobedience, then com
manded the sailors to throw Jonah overboard. 
Instead of letting Jonah drown, Cod sent a large 
fish to swallow him. Inside the fish, Jonah be
gan to pray; he has now repented of his disobe
dience and he desires to get closer to God. 

As Jonah continues to pray, his thoughts turn 
from the horrors he has experienced to the deHv
erance that God brings. He acknowledges 
God's ability to save from even the deepest pits, 
and also realizes that his prayers have reached 
God in spite of his sins. The arm of the Lord is 
never too short to save! Jonah also considers the 
future: he has learned that clinging to idols, or 
vain earthly objects and desires, brings disap
pointment and eventual disaster. Jonah pledges 
himself to a life filled with hymns of praise, with 
sacrifices and vows to God, and with victories 
dedicated to God. He has. regained a godly per
spective on his life and, having changed inside, 
is ready to resume his ministry. Uonah 2:S-9) 
Lessons to remember: 

(i) No earthly pain or fear compares with Cod's 
power or the joy of knowing God. (See also Ro
mans 8: 18-25.) Life is not about avoiding nega
tive t,hings. To make life worth living, we must 
have positive goals.' We should not seek God 
merely in the hope that he will bail us out of our 
earthly troubles. The joy we feel when we see 
God a fittle more clearly, or when God does 
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help us out of some difficulty, is a glimpse of the 
greater and more lasting joy that we will feel 
when we go home to be with him forever. All 
our experiences here should be viewed in this 
light, and we should submit to God's eternal 
plans even when our worldly plans conflict with 
them. 

'(ii) We must ·choose between our vain idols and 
God's grace. Jonah says this in verse 8; when
ever we cling to a vain earthly possession or 
goal we are missing out on the more eternal 
blessings God has to offer. Since worldly things 
are right in front of our eyes, we often grab them 
without- thinking, but t,he real blessings are the 
eternal qnes. Like Jonah, we often don't think 
preaching the Word or ridding our lives of sin 
will make us happy, so we instead fight to get 
worldly distinctions or temporary comforts. Sa
tan will give you as m~ny of these as you're will
ing to take, but in taking them you're missing 
out on fully knowing God. Humans have many 
ways of deluding themselves into thinking that 
they can have both, but instead we should ac
cept that all we need is God's grace (2 Cor. 
12:9). 

(iii) When we submit to Cod's plans, everything 
else is a joy. Notice Jonah's new positive per
spective on everything. He is ready to accept 
responsibilities and to make vows to God, fully 
intending to fulfill them. He wants to sacrifice to 
God and wants to share in victories for God's 
sake, not his own. All these changes come from 
one root change he has made: he has accepted 
that God ts the Master anq that God's ways are 
right. Jonah now has the closeness to God and 
the confidence in God that will enable him to 
face outward challenges. 

- Mark W. Carner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: I 25 
peanut butter, canned fruit, pancake syrup, hand 29 
soap. 

Thanksgiving Baskets 
Mark November 21 on your calendar for the 1 
"Northland Thanksgiving Basket Affair." More 4 
details later. Anyone interested in helping pre- 7 
pare for this event please see Lynn Champney or 
Sam Leslie. 

Teens I 8 

This evening the Teen group will be going to 
"Hell Stop". We will meet at the building at 5:00 · 
and leave together. We expect a lot of people to 
be there, and so, we don't plan on returning_ 12 
home until 10p.m. or later. If time allows, we 15 
will stop at McDonalds on the way home. After 18 
that, we will take everyone directly home. 26 
Entrance to Hell Stop is $5.00 or less, plus 
money to eat. lf'you have any questions about 
Hell Stop or our plans, please ask one of the teen 
leaders. 

Think About It! I 

Cale11dar 

October 
Worship Service At Orient 1 :30 p.m. 
Bible Study At Orient 

November 
Wor~hip Service At Orient 1 :30 p.m. 
50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
How Families Can Survive In The 21st 
Century-Ron Adams, 6:30 p.m. 
At Northland Church of Christ 
Consolidated Evening Worship 
(How Families Can Survive In The 21st 
Century-Ron Adams) 
(All Small Groups At Building) 
Bible Study At Orient 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
Bible Study At Orient 

Contributions 
We c;lo not loose peace with God over another I Last Week $4075 I AvgYTD $5230 
person's sin, but only over our own. Only when 
we are willing to be cleansed there will we have Russia $167 AvgYTD $225 
His peace. 

Roy Hession Youth Min. $266 AvgYTD $2293 

Topical Encyclopedia of Living Quotations I· Youth Min ~otal I ..... $9991 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, DarretiEstep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Consumed By Zeal 

I am a little world made cunningly 

Of elements, and an angelic sprite; 

But black sin hath betrayed to endless night 

My world's both parts, and oh, both parts must die. 

You which beyond that heaven which was most high 

Have found new spheres, and of new lands can write, 

Pour new seas in mine eyes, that so I might 

Drown my world with m/weeping earnestly, 

Or wash it if it must be drowned no more. 

But oh, it must be burnt! Alas, the fire 

Of lust and envy have burnt it heretofore, 

And made it fouler; let their flames retire, 

And burn me, 0 Lord, with a fiery zeal 

Of Thee and Thy house, which doth in eating heal. 

John Donne 
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Idolatry 
Commandment Two 

"You shall not make for yourself a graven image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that 
is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; you shall not bow down to them or serve 
them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God ... " Exodus 20:4-6 

" ... we know that 'an idol has no real existence' and that 'there is no God but one.' For a'/though there may 
be many so-called Gods in heaven or on earth- as indeed there are many 'gods' and many 'lords'- yet for us 
there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and throuf?h whom we exist. N I Cor. 8:4b-6 

God is the only God. In a world filled with political correctness, that isn't a very popular view. The 
world would have us believe that "whatever you believe is fine, and whatever I believe is fine. Just don't 
push your religion on anyone." Trying to throw people down and beat them over the head with your Bible 
isn't going tb win souls to Christ, but don't be fooled. You are allowed to have convictions and stand by 
them. In fact, you're more than allowed to- you need to! 

Idolatry and one of its cousins, witchcraft, are among the works of the sinful nature, and the apostle 
Paul writes through God's Spirit to the Galatians that ."those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom 
of God." Do not be led astray by those who might try to entice you into "white magic" or subtle forms of 
idolatry (astrology, psychic consultation, new age philosophy, etc.). 

Another form of idol worship is humanism, which can be much subtler than these other evils. 
Whether we worship an individual person or humanity in general, that's still idol worship. This is rampant 
in the world today. It's humbling to accept a need for God, anq a large number of people out there refuse to 
admit their position in the God's universe. It seems easier to believe that whatever we humans put our mind 
to, we can accomplish without a "higher power." 

As parents, it's easy to put our families_ before God and everything el~e. We get so completely im
mersed in everyday milk spills and school plays that we forget that it's God who put these wonderful people 
in our lives. As teens, it's easy to put a boyfriend or girlfriend before God. We.obsess about things like 
"When is he going to call? What's he going to think of my new outfit?" Just remember that God loves you, 
and He needs and wants your heart first, over any of his blessings. He is a jealous God ... it's .easy to get that 
way when you really love someon~, isn't it? 

Thoughts and Challenges: 

*God has the right to be first! Above TV,'your girlfriend, your computer ... you name it. 
*Try to think of what could be keeping your attention off of God .... what are your idols? 

Prayers: 
*Let's pray that God will help us put things in perspective on a daily basis. 

2 

-Linda Chivington 

61'owth /11 Jesus 

APPRECIATING GOD'S PLANS 
LESSONS FROM JONAH 

Lesson Five: A Solid Foundation For Ministry 
Oonah 2:10-3:4) 

After having his sin exposed and being swal
lowed by the fish,· Jonah's prayer and meditation 
have helped him to change his whole attitude 
about Cod and Cod's plans. He is ready to re
sume his ministry. 

God now commands the fish to release Jonah, 
and the fish spews him onto land. God gives 
the same command to Jonah that he gave in 1 :2, 
but this time Jonah is ready to obey. Without 
hesitation, he not only goes to Nineveh to 
preach, he makes a whole day's journey into 
Nineveh itself and begins to preach exactly as 
God intended him to. Jonah fearlessly walks 
into the most powerful, violent and wicked city 
of his day and proclaims loudly that the city is to 
be destroyed! Uonah 2:10-3:4) Important les
sons from this portion of Jonah: 

(i) Cod will not change his commands for us, 
but we have to adapt ourselves to Cod's com
mands. After all that Jonah had been through, 
and after all the changes he made in his attitude, 
God comes back with exactly the same com
mand that started Jonah's rebellion. Everything 
that had happened didn't change what God 
wanted. So too for us, if there is a command or 
principle in the Scripture that we don't want to 
deal with now, it will never go away. Even if we 
diligently make other changes, obey other com
mands, or go through other trials, God is not go
ing to rescind any of his commands just because 

someone doesn't like one. A principle or in
struction you don't like will always be there, so 
the most beneficial thing in the long run is just to 
accept God's authority right away. If you don't, 
God will have to use discipline as he did with 
Jonah, and after that is done, he will give you 
the same instruction over' again. 

(ii) With the right foundation, dramatic outward· 
change is possible. Jonah not only does some
thing he previously refused to do, he does it 
with energy and without delay. He made this 
dramatic outward change because of the inward 
chariges he worked through in his time with 
God. Merely trying to be outwardly obedient to 
God will not result in true, lasting change, 
whereas a genuine spirit of reverent submission 
in our hearts enables us to do all that God asks, 

1 even if our physical bodies resist or struggle. 

3 

(iii) Preach the message just as Cod Bives it to 
us. Even Jesus said "I do not speak on my own 
authority, but the Father who sent me has him
self commanded me what to say and how to 
speak." Uohn 12:49) Jonah neither watered 
down the message God gave him nor added his 
own opinions to it, but preached exactly what 
God told him to. Of course we know that this 
achieved a fayorable response, but Jonah didn't 
know at the time what would happen. For all 
he knew, he might get imprisoned or tortured by 
the violent, pagan- Assyrians. It is never up to us 
to try to decide what message will get the best 
response, or what message will be the most 
popular. Whether we are speaking to other be
lievers or to the lost, we ?hould resolve to "know 
nothing but Christ and him crucified". 

- Mark W. Carner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 1 
peanut butter, canned fruit, pancake syrup, pan- 4 
cake mix, canned corn, paper towels, kleenex, 7 
noodles, hand soap. Please Help!! 

Thanksgiving Baskets 
Mark November 21 on your calendar for the 
"Northland Thanksgiving Basket Affair." More 
details later. Anyone interested in helping pre
pare for this event please see Lynn Champney or 
Sam Leslie. 

8 

12 
15 
18 

Cale11dar 

Novemher 
Worship Service At Orient 1 :30 p.m. 
SO's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
How Families Can Survive In The 21st 
Century-Ron Adams, 6:30 p.m. 
At Northland Church of Christ 
Consolidated Evening Worship 
(How Families Can Survive In The 21st 
Century-Ron Adams) 
(All Small Groups At Building) 
Bible Study At Orient 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
SO's Plus Meeting In Room £:28 

How Can Families Survive the 21st Century? I 26 I 
With Ron Adams of Columbia S.C. 

Bible Study At Orient 

At Northland Church of Christ 

Saturday November 7 
6:30 p.m. Down the Up Escalator 
7:30 p.m. Coffee, Tea, & Cookie Break 
8:00 p.m. Why Couples Sabotage Commitment 

Sunday November 8, 1998 
9:30 a.m. My Kid May Not Make It to 16 

10:30 a.m. God's ABC's for Life 
2:20 p.m. The Cleaver's Don't Live Here Any 

More. 

We would be honored to have you as our guest 
for a potluck dinner after our morning worship 
service on November 8th. 

Cookies And Covered Dishes Needed! 
Don't forget the coffee and cookie break on Sat
urday, November 7th, and the Potluck Dinner 
on Sunday November 8th, during the "How 
Can Families Survive The 21st Century" pro
gram. Each family should bring cookies for Sat
urday Evening and covered dishes for Sunday 
afternoon. Plates, cups and utensils provided. 

Contributions ' 

Last Week $4639 I Avg YTD $5216 

Russia $192 Avg YTD $225 

Youth Min. $210 AvgYTD $291 

Youth Min Total ~ $10201 

Services Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 aiD Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 
10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00'_pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Understood By God 
According to the Knight-Ridder News Service, the inscription on 
the metal bands used by the U.S. Department of the Interior to 
tag migratory birds has been changed. The bands used to bear 
the address of the Washington Biological Survey, abbreviated 

Wash. Biol. Surv. 

Until the agency received the following from an Arkansas 
camper: 

"Dear Sirs: 

While camping last week I shot one of your birds. I think it was 
a crow. I followed the coo~ing instructions on the leg tag and I 
want to tell you it was horrible." 

The bands are now marked Fish and Wildlife Service. 

It's frustrating to be misunderstood. We go to great lengths to 
keep from being misunderstood. And we want to be understood, 
not only when we speak or try to communicate with others, but 
also as a person. A common complaint is, "Nobody understands 
me!" which may simply be another way of saying, "Nobody 
cares enough about me to get to kno}'V me!" But there is some
one who understands us. 

David said, "O LORD, You have searched me and known me. 
You know my sitting down and my rising up; You understand 
my thought afar off. Yqu comprehend my path and my lying 
down, and are acquainted with all my ways." (Psalm 139:1-3). 

Father, we take such comfort in knowing that you understand us, 
even better than we understand ourselves. ·There is no chance of 
putting up a front to hide from you because you are not only our . 
Creator, but also our constant companion. Thank you for under
standing us when no one else does. In Jesus' name, Amen.· 

Alan Smith (Boone, NC) 



Ser11i11g 6od 

Misusing God's Name 
Commandment Three 

"You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless 
who takes His name.in vain." Exodus 20:7 

This, in my opinion, is one of the most abused commandments today (though that's a 
tough call). Turn on the television and probably within the hour you'll hear several "Oh my 
God"s. This does not make it all right! Unless these people are talking to God, they really have 
no business using His name in that way. 

This may very easily be a trap you've fallen into. You may hear it so often that it seems 
fine. What about using His name as part of cursing someone or something. Do you see how that 
would offend God? Let's leave any condemning that needs to be done in God's hands. 

In the Readers' Digest Who's Who of the Bible, it states that in ancient times, "the name 
(Yahweh) came to be considered so holy that pious people no longer pronounced it aloud, but 
rather substituted it for the Hebrew word for Lord (Adonai)." They took it very seriously. That sort 
of radical reverence is seldom seen today in the church. 

Try to think of it this way- if you got your finger pinched in a dresser drawer when you 
were in too much of a hurry, would you yell obscenities about your mom and dad? Would you 
tell them to send the dresser to hell? Sounds pretty ridiculous, but to use God's name in that way 
is more than ridiculous. God tells us that He will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in 
vain. Let's look at things from God's perspective. 

Thoughts and Challenges: 

*Keep a clear conscience. When you're tempted to say something you shouldn't, watch your 
tongue and especially, keep God out of it! 
*Let no unwholesome talk come out of your moutb, as the scriptures remind us. 
*If you hear someone (especially a Christian) use God's name wrongly or in a disrespectful way, 
let's say something to them in love. Let's remind them to use His name for prayer and praise, not 
for idle talk. 

Prayers: 

Let's pray that our eyes be opened to this often unintentional sin, and think before we sp~ak. 

I 

P.S. How have your prayers been going? 
-Linda Chivington 
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61·owth In Jestis 

APPRECIATING GOD'S PLANS 
LESSONS FROM JONAH 

Lesson Six 
A Victory For God's Grace Oonah 3:5-10) 

Jonah changed his mind about God's plans after 
his attempted rebellion led to drastic discipline . 
from God. He did go to Nineveh and boldly pro
claimed the message God had given him, and he 
clearly told the Ninevites that they were soon to 
be destroyed. 

Jonah's stern message to the cruel; wicked Nin
evites drew a dramatic and surprising response: 
They all repented, humbled themselves by fast
ing and wea~ing sackcloth, and begged .God not 
to carry out the threatened punishment. The king 
himself, when he heard about Jonah's preaching, 
humbled himself in the same way, and decreed a 
city-wide repentance. It is hard to grasp the mag- · 
nitude of this event - here was the world's most 
powerful, ungodly city, with the most ruthless 
leader of the time, crying out to God in complete 
conviction o.f their sin, just because of one 
preacher! It was a greater conversion than if one 
Christian were to walk into Baghdad .or Teheran 
and convert the whole city, including Saddam 
Hussein or the Ayatollah, without resistance. Be
cause of the depth and sincerity of the Ninevites' 
repentance, God did not,destroy the city. Jonah, 
because of his obedience, was able to share in 
one of God's most striking victories. Uonah 3:5-
10) Key applications: 

(i) God wants everyone to be saved. Just as the 
punishment God gave to Jonah was not for pun
ishment's sake itself, but to bring Jonah back to 
God, God didn't threaten Nineveh with destruc-

tion for destruction's sake either. It was in the 
hope (slim though it may have been) that Nin
eveh would repent. God did not decide for him
self whether or not the .Ninevites would repent; 
he just gave them the chance and let them de
cide. Once they repented, they had a fresh start 
with God. God has this attitude towards every
one, so we should never decide that anyone can
not possibly be saved. You should never think 
this about yourself, either. No matter what horri- · 
ble shortcomings you have, one genuine repen
tance is enough to give 'you a fresh start. 

(ii) Immediate repentance is the easiest way for 
us, and the most pleasing to God. The Ninevites' 
prompt response contrasts sharply with Jonah's 
own resistance to God's Word. In so responding, 
they saved themselyes the kind of extended disci
pline (or, .possibly, quick annihilation) that Jonah 
subjected himself to. Certainly the actions the 
Ninevites took must have felt humiliating, but the 
sincerity in these actions showed a response from 
the heart, which God will always appreciate. 

(iii) God's forgiveness cannot be earned. Take a 
look at what the king and the at.hers did. God 

, did not forgive them because they did something 
wonderful, nor even because they promised to 
do so. It wasn't because they said just the right 
words, or because they had a good explanation 

• of why they had sinned. The only way to receive 
God's forgiveness is simply and humbly to ac
cept that we are sinners, and acknowledge this 
before God. These people showed w~th their.ac
tions that their repentance was genuine, and we 
also should "prove our repentance with our 
deeds", but always remember that the outward 
actions, even confession, do not earn forgiveness. 

- Mark W. Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
hand soap, toothpaste, laundry detergent, liquid 
dishwashing detergent, mashed potatoes (box), 
baby food, large disposable diapers. 

Thanksgiving Baskets 
Mark November 21 on your calendar for the 
"Northland Thanksgiving Basket Affair." More 
details later. Anyone interested in helping pre
pare for this event please see Lynn Champney or 
Sam Leslie. 

8 

12 
15 
18 
21 
21 
26 

Congratulations 2 
Tom and Margie Nicholson had a baby boy 6 
October 31st. His name is Thomas H. Nicholson, 9 
Ill. He weighed 8 lbs. 8 oz. 12 

16 

Thank You 
Just a note to say thank you for the flowers for 
Trudie's funeral. Also to say thanks for your con
tinued support and friendship to Tom, Polly and 
their family. The Whitney's 

Coo~ie Exchange 

20 

Calendar 

November 
Consolidated Evening Worship 
(How Families Can Survive In The 21st 
Century-Ron Adams) 
(All Small Groups At Building) 
Bible Study At Orient 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" ' 
50 's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
Services At Franklin County Corr~ctions 
Northland Thanksgiving Basket Affair 
Bible Study At Orient 

·December 
50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
New Bible Classes Begin 
Services At Franklin County Corrections 
Women's Cookie Exchange 10:00 a.m. 
50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 

Contributions 

Mark you calendars for the "Womens Cookie Ex
change". Saturday December 12th at 10:00 a. m. 
at the home of Lora Bradley. Bring 6 dozen 
cookies for making gift bags and sharing with 
each other. For more info see flyer on bulletin 
board, or see Lora Bradley, or Ch~ryl Muir. 

Last Week $5112 Avg YTD $5214 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Russia $145 AvgYTD $223 

Youth Min. $300 Avg YTD $291 

Youth Min Total ~ $10501 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 wn Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7·:00 pm Mark Morris, C.barlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A Husband's Love 
(In this day and age, as America is awash in a sea of broken marriages, it 
is touching and soul-re freshing to run across a testimony to the endurance 
of the marriage-bond which Cod intended. This article, about a husband's 
reaction to his wife 's advanced case of Alzheimer's disease, 'is such a testi
mony.) 

Robertson McQuilkin, former president of Columbia Bible College, was 
married to Muriel, who suffered from Alzheimer's disease. In March of 
1990, Dr. McQuilkin resigned from his position with this letter: 

"My dear wife, Muriel, has been in failing mental health for about eight 
years. So far I have been able to carry both her ever-growing needs and 
my leadership responsibilities at CBC." 

"But recently it has become apparent that Muriel is contented most of the 
time she is with me and almost none of the time I am away from her. It is 
not just 'discontent.' She is filled with fear - even terror - that she has lost 
me and. always goes in search of me when I leave home." 

"Then she may be full of anger when she cannot get to me. So it is clear to 
me that she needs me now, full-time." 

"Perhaps it would help you to understand if I shared with you what I 
shared at the time of the anr;iouncement of my resignation in chapel. The 
decision was made, in a way, 42 years ago when I promised to care for 
Muriel 'in sickness and in health ... till death do us part." 

"So, as I told the students and faculty, as a man of my word, integrity has 
something to do with it. But so does fairness. She has cared for me fully 
and sacrificially al I these years; if I cared for her for the next 40 years I 
would not be out of debt." 

"Duty, however, can be grim and stoic. But there is more; I love Muriel. 
She is a delight to me - her childlike dependence and confidence in me, 
her warm love, occasional flashes of that wit I used to relish so, her happy 
spirit and tough resilience in the face of her continual distressing frustra
tion." 

"I do not have to care for her, I get to! It is a high honor to care for so 
wonderful a person." 

J. Grant Swank, Jr. 
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Ser11i11g 6od 

Honor: A Key to Long Life? 
Commandment Four (part 1) 

Youth-Oriented 

"Honor your father and mother, that your days may be long in the land that your Cod gives you." 
Exodus 20: 12 

Why do 'you think that the above scripture made God's top ten list? I hope some of you out 
there think that this one is an easy commandment. I know for some of you, it isn't. Even though you 
struggle, at times, honoring your parents is vitally important, and can be a reflection of how you're hon
orin'g God .. 

Honor is defined several different ways in Webster's: "to treat with respect, revere: to bestow 
honors upon: to recognize.do honor is an outward.act..." 

Take a look at a couple of other passages under the law of Moses: "Whoever strikes his father 
\ 

or mother shall be ·put to death," and, "Whoever curses his father or mother shall be put to death (Ex. 
21:15,17)." That's pretty serious, isn't it? In today's society, even those who commit horrific and vio
lent sins like murder often get a "slap ·on the wrist." Seemingly small offenses like dishon'oring your 
parents aren't noticed much. God, however, still takes it very seriously! 

For those of you with Christian parents, this m~ay or may not be hard for you. Hopefully, it's 
easy. Our parents gave us the gift of life and what could possibly replace that? That alone makes them 
worthy of honor, even if there were no other reason. Bu_t even more, they are a lighthouse directing us 
toward God. They love us so much that they want eternal life to be ours, too! What could be more 
wonderful? If you're a parent one day, you can do the same for your child,' and you'll realize what a 
privilege it is to share that good news with your children. ' · 

For those of you with non-Christian parents, it may be a lot harder for you to do. Maybe you 
had a dad who abused you or a mom who abandoned you. How can you honor them? It's not easy; 
in fact, it is impossible for us humans to love unconditionally, but God can enabl~ us through his Spirit 
and example. We need to try to reconcile with them, relying on God does- as lost souls who desper
ately need him. Put your trust in God and he will surely enable yClu to find honor in your heart. 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
*What are some things you can do to show your mom and dad that they're special to you? 
*If you see a friend dishonoring his or her parents, challenge them about it! Be an example for your 
friends in the way you treat your parents with respect. Make a commitment to honor and obey your 
parents even if you don't understand or can't stand their decisions (remember that they love you)! 
Prayers,: 
Pray for God to give your parents wisdom in the way that they deal with you, and that you can really 
show them your honor. 

-Linda Chivington 
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61·owth In Jesus 

APPRECIATING GOD'S PLANS 
LESSONS FROM JONAH 

Lesson Seven: A Step Backwards Oonah ~:1-5) 

Jonah repented of his earlier disobedience, 
obeyed God and we'nt to Nineveh to preach the 
message God gave him. The response was 
amazing: the whole city repented, and God did 
not carry out his threat to destroy it. 

But Jonah does not rejoice if'll this victory. He 
instead · becomes depressed and angry, because 
he was actually hoping to see God destroy Nin
eveh (either out of hatred towards them as ls
rael 's enemies, or out 'Of desire td see a specta
cle). Jonah even turns this against God, saying 
that he knew this would happen all along, so 
why was it necessary for poor old Jonah to have 
to go through so much? Jonah rationalizes his 
past disobedience, and at the same time ques
tions God's need to send him to Nineveh. Jo
nah goes outside the city to sit and mope, still 
hoping that something exciting or interesting 
will happen. Oonah 4:1-5) Some applications: 

(i) Submission to God is not once-for-all, but 
must be an ongoing attitude. We have seen 
how Jonah underwent a genuine, root repen
tance from his earlier poor attitudes, and how he 
had come to rejoice in submission to God's 
plan. But now here he is again with an even 
worse perspective: before he had just neglected 
his duty, but now he actively wants to_ see peni
tent sinners get destroyed. A dramatic repen
tance is orly guaranteed to last until the first trial. 
To remain submissive to God's plans, we must 
constantly be ready to deal with a new chal-

3 

lenge or command, and must not ever think that 
we are immune to even the most base of sins. 
Look how quickly Jonah changes! 

(ii) Great achievements are not necessarily a 
sign of great faith or a good heart. This is one of 
the most dramatic events in the · Bible, a · mass 
repentance of "µnconvertible" pagans. It came 
about, though, not because of a human's great 
faith or good heart, but because of God's will 
that they have a chance to repent, and because 
of the Ninevites' o.wn humble response. Do not 
ever think that, because God allows you to share 
in his victories, you have done something to 
earn it. God leads people to him for the con
verts' own sake, not to show certain Christians 
his favor. 

(iii) We must let God's will reign in order to en
joy his intended blessings. God and Jonah had 
both decided what should happen to Nineveh. 
God intended to give a blessing not only to the 
penitent citizens, but also ,a smaller one to Jo
nah, who could enjoy participating in God's vic
tory. But Jonah already had determined in his 
mind that he would get to see a show of God's 
power against the city, so his response to the 
change of plans was not joy, but anger. When 
we have set in our minds that God must act in a 
certain way, we are probably not only going to 
be disappointed in our desire, we're also likely 
to miss out on something better. Let God decide 
what to do! The blessings he has planned for us 
are probably a lot better tnan the ones we desire 
for ourselves. 

- Mark W. Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs-
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
hand soap, toothpaste, laundry detergent, liquid 
dishwashing detergent, mashed potatoes (box), 
baby food, large disposable diapers. 

Baptized 
Ben lngland was baptized on Sunday Evening 
November 1st. 

Thank You 
Thank you s~ much for the flowers and espe
cially for the kindness and support you gave to 
Herbie and to our family. We would like to 
thank all who came to the memorial and showed 
their love for our brother. 

The Herbert Strigle family 

Teens 
The teens will go to Emily Gale's for a bonfire 
this Sunday evening, November 15th. Please 
meet at the building by 4:30 to go to the Gales. 
Parents, plan to pick up your teens at the church 
building by 9:15 p.m. We will be outside all 
evening, so dress warmly. Each teen needs to 
bring $3 to help pay for food. 

Harvest Sunday 
Don't forget to bring items for Thanksgiving bas
kets for Harvest Sunday, November 22. (Check 
the activities bulletin board for sign-up lists.) For 
Harvest Sunday, we plan to have the whole fam
ily express our thanksgiving to God and to par
ticipate in preparing baskets. See Sam Leslie, 
Lynn Champney, or Will Bickley for more info. 

Calendar 

November 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 15 

18 
21 
21 
20-22 
22 

SO's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
Services At Franklin County Corrections 
Northland Thanksgiving Basket Affair 
'Belpre Youth Rally 
Harvest Sunday 

26 Bible Study At Orient 

December 
2 SO's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
6 New Bible Classes Begin 
9 Services At Franklin County Corrections 
10 Bible Study At Orient 
12 Women's Cookie Exchange 10:00 a.m. 
13 Worship Service At Orient 1 :30 p.m. 
16 SO's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
20 ·so's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
24 Bible Study At Orient 

Congratulations 
Lauren Rene Miller was born to Jeff and Marnie 
Miller on November 1st. She weighed Bib 1 oz. 

Contributions 

Last Week $5803 I Avg YTD $5227 

Russia $324 AvgYTD $225 

Youth Min. $220 Avg YTD $290 

Youth Min Total .... $10721 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 

10:30 am Steve Carver, .Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Joe Miller Did His Part 
I suppose you've heard by now that Joe Miller died on September 3. What? 
You didn 't know who he is? You 've never even heard of him? Neither had I -
until I read his four-column obituary in the New York Times of September 27, 
1998. Please bear with me while I tell you a few things about him. They 
could be relevant to your own situation . 

Mr. Miller was 95 at his death and had a brilliant business career. After earn
ing a master's degree in chemical engineering from Yale and working for Du 
Pont, he started his own industrial paint company. The Pyrolac Corporation 
made him a wealthy man. According to his obituary, Miller "made a fortune" 
with a protective coating for bathroom fixtures. Then he "made an even larger 
fortune" by developing a metallic.paint that allowed the American automobile 
industry to make cars available to consumers in a rainbow of colors other than 
black. He also created a heat-resistant coating that protected the Apollo space
craft on trips to the moon. 

Quite an impressive career, right? But none of these things form his resume 
was responsible for the obituary - complete with a 4 11 x 611 photo - in the 
Times. Here was the headline: "Joe Miller, Who Did His Part For Baseball , Is 
Dead at 95 ." Baseball? 

In high school, the sport Joe Miller loved above all others was baseball. And 
he had a big, strong friend at school who was skilled at soccer and football. 
The friend didn't want to play baseball. He resisted Miller's pressure to take it 
up. When he finally did, however, he learned quickly and soon outstripped 
his friend. He went on to have one of the most fabled careers in baseball his
tory. He played in 2, 130 consecutive games - a record that stood until Cal 
Ripken Jr. broke it in 1995. 

That's right. Joe Miller introduced Lou Gehrig to baseball! But c:':hances are 
that you had never heard of him until now. So what's the point? How do you 
intend to Hmake your mark in the world"? Must you always be out front and 
get credit? Are you threatened by people with more skill, personality, or 
promise than yourself? Do you only want support players for· your own 
achievements? 

Your greatest contribution to the company, your church, or your world may 
come in your unselfish development of another person. When Andrew 
brought his more outgoing brother, Peter, to Jesus, he was destined to be over
shadowed by him. But maybe that was Andrew's greatest contribution to the 
Kingdom of God. Thank God the world has its occasional Joe Miller or An
drew! Are you in position to be someone's mentor in your field? And there is 
no nobler spiritual feat than to introduce someone to Jesus. There would be 
no better way to be remembered. Rubel Shelly & The Woodmont Hills Church 
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Honor: A Key to Long Life~ 
Commandment Four (part 2) 

Parent-Oriented 

"Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the 
Lord." .Eph. 6:4 

"Hear 0 Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord, and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your might. And these words which I command you this day shall be upon 
your heart; and you shall teach them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and 
when you lie down and when you rise .. .And you shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on 
your gates." Deut. 6:4-9 

If you're anything like me, as a parent, keeping from provoking my children is a daily struggle. 
Sometimes when my daughter asks for something it seems easier to just say no than to genuinely weigh out 
the options. I get into such a habit of saying no that it frustrates my daughter, Lauren. I lose my patience, 
and inevitably, there's a confrontation. 

Eventually we both calm down, talk reasonably, and ask each other for forgiveness. Praying to
gether afterward is also something we do. I encourage us all, as parents, to be open to admitting our short
comings to our children. They need to see us as real people who can be humble. We need forgiveness, 
too! Our children will surely be "provoked to anger" at times when we're in the right (discipline, for exam
ple), but let's not waste our precious time together in constant tension and provocation. 

The reference from Deuteronomy carries the responsibility further. We are to be instructing our 
children in the ways of the Lord- at all times! This isn't an easy one, simply because we tend to get bogged 
down in the everyday craziness of this world. The phone rings, our favorite TV show comes on ... some 
"thief",always seems to come and steal our time away. 

When I set out to compile a book of devotionals for paren_ts and teens to read together, I received a 
little bit of criticism ... " Nobody has that kind of time," I heard. Let me challenge us all. If we can't impart to 
our children the Word of God because we're more concerned with getting them to school on time and run
ning them around from place to place, then brothers and sisters, we are too busy! 

As parents, we're obligated to meet our children's physical needs and we're called to teach God's 
Word to our children. Let's give them every opportunity to seek God and find Him. If we truly want the 
best for our children, let's give them the best! · 

Thoughts and Chai lenges: 
*Try setting aside time (as close to daily as possible- it should come with practice) to study and pray with 
your kids. It's an activity that has eternal benefits. 

Prayers: 
Let's pray for the souls of our children. Ask God for wisdom- he'll give it; that's a promise Uames 1 :5)! 

-Linda Chivington 
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Growth In Jesus 

APPRECIATING GOD'S PLANS 
LESSONS FROM JONAH 

Lesson Eight: Open Your Eyes Oonah 4:6-11) 

Jonah had decide to obey after all, and 
preached the Word of Cod to the people of Nin
eveh, who repented. Jonah, though, was disaJr 
pointed that Cod forgave them, and went out
side of the city to feel sorry for himself, waiting 
for Cod to do something. 

God does do something - he teaches Jonah an
other lesson. This time, at least, it doesn't have 
to be so extraordinary. God sends a gourd vine 
that grows around Jonah's shelter, and gives him 
some pleasing shade, but then he quickly takes 
away the vine; Jonah now feels even sorrier for 
himself, and wants to die, feeling he has nothing 
to live for. God uses Jonah's feeling of loss over 
a mere plant to explain why God himself was 
right to be so concerned for humans, made in 
his own image. Oonah 4:6-11) Some final appli
cations from our study of Jonah: 

(i) Self-centeredness leads to unhappiness. We 
put ourselves first so often because we think it 
will make us happy. We think that our self-pity 
will force both God and other humans to do 
something for us. But instead, self-pity results in 
making us unhappy and unappreci;;itive of what 
we have. Look at Jonah's situation objectively -
was there any real reason for such depression? 
Neither is there usually any real reason for our 
own self-centeredness or self-pity. The chal
lenge is to see ourselves objectively, as God al
ways does. 

3 

(ii) Cod disciplines us out of love and a desire 
that we understand him. Once again, here is 
God "making Jonah feel bad" by disciplining 
him. God does not desire us to be-unhappy, but 
neither does he consider it a tragedy. We hu
mans, on the other hand, are so self-centered 
that we often assume that any time we;re un
happy it is a calamity that must be addr~ssed im
mediately. Temporary pain or unhappiness .is 
often necessary for God to lead us to greater 
faith and devotion. If we weren't so short
sighted and rebellious, he wouldn't have to use 
so much discipline, but he is not going. to give 
up trying to get through to us. We often moan 
and whine about God's discipline, but the real 
disaster for us would be if God ever gave up and 
stopped disciplining us! ' 

(iii) We must submit not only to Cod's plans, but 
also to his priorities. The main reason Jonah had 
so much trouble obeying God was that he never 
accepted all of God's priorities; he never learned 
to see things from God's viewpoint. If he had 
seeh the Assyrians with God's eyes, he would 
not have struggled so much with accepting 
God's plans for them. If you ever struggle with 
doing something God wants you to do, consider 
carefully the way you look at it and feel about it. 
God wants not only outward obedience, but 
wants us to rejoice in his plans1 to put his inter
ests (which are really yours, in the long run) 
ahead of what you (usually mistakenly) think 
will make you happy this very moment. And 
there are many reasons to rejoice in obedience 
to God; if we open our eyes and hearts to under
stand God's ways a little better. 

- Mark W. Carner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
hand soap, tooth'paste, laundry detergent, liquid 
dishwashing detergent, mashed potatoes (box), 

22 
26 

Calendar 

Novernber 
H,arvest Sunday 
Bible Study At Orient 

December 
baby food, large disposable diapers. 2 50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 

Leadership Retreat & Planning Meeting 
New Sunday Bible Classes Begin 

Harvest Sunday Food Baskets 5 
At the Sunday evening worship service today, we 6 
will all get together in the Annex to fill Thanks
giving baskets with the food items that were 

9 
9 
10 
12 
13 
16 
20 
24 

New Wednesday Bible Classes 
Services At Franklin County Corrections 
Bible Study At Orient given this morning. 

Thank You 
To our brothers and sisters at Northl.and, we 
want to thank you for the outpouring of support 
you showed our family throughout the recent ill
ness and death of our father, father-in-law, and 
grandfather. We also want to thank you for your 
many words of encouragement, prayers, cards, 
and flowers. Special thanks to those hearty so
journers who made the trek to West Virginia for 
the viewing or funeral. "f.hrough the illness we 
saw God's .hand at work and felt the loving sup
port of our church family. 

Women's Cookie Exchange 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service At Orient 1 :30 p.m. 
50's Plus Meeting In Rooni E:28 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Bible Study At Orient 

Ron Adams' Tapes 
If you ordered tapes of Ron Adams' talks and 
did not pick them up, please stop by the sound 
room after service to pick them up. They are 
just $2.00 a tape for members and free to visi
tors. 

Billie, Ray, and Emily Thorne 
\ C<;>okie Exchange 1------------------1 

'Contributions Come share the Holiday Sp.irit at the Women's 
cookie exchange, Saturday December 12th at 
10:00 a.m. at the home of Lora Bradley. Bring 6 
dozen cookies for making gift bags and sharing 
with each other. For more info, see Lora Bradley 
or Cheryl Muir. · 

Last Week 

Russia 

Youth Min. 

Youth Min 

$4567 

$209 

$158 

' Total 

AvgYTD $5213 

AvgYTD $225 

Avg YTD $287 ... $10879 

Services Eltfers: WilburAJJen, Frank Chappell, R oy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 

Sunday Bi ble Study 
S,uriday Worship Service 
Sunday Bvej'liag 
Wednesday Evening 

9;.10 run Deacons: Brian AfnoJd, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 
10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, J~k Evans, Don Gillespie. Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Lesli~. Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie-Yates 

Eva11gelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnh!lfdt , 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A Thanksgiving Pr(!yer 
Gracious God, Giver of Every Good Gift, 

We acknowledge that life, health, and joy 
· Are you pleasant favors to us. 

Thus we thank you for parents, mates, and children, 
For siblings, friends, and colleagues who bless our lives. 

We affirm your greatness at sunrise and sunset, 
Praise you for productive days and the sweet rest that follows . 
Yours is the glory and. honor and majesty 
For all the things we seek and enjoy and savor. 

We understand that work, responsibility, and the power to earn 
, Are granted to us by your sovereign goodness. 

We praise you for all that has been provided to us 
And for all you have enabled us to provide for others. 

We also recognize the dark gifts that life brings to all 
In the forms of loss and illness, lack and heartache. 
While these are neither your intent nor work in our lives, 
Even there we honor you for your faithfulness as our God. 

We sense your strength when we ·are at our weakest, 
And we experience you fulness best in .our emptiness. 
Thus we dare to sin in prison cells and laugh at death, 
For you are the God of life beyond·these mortal limitations. 

If we sensed no pain, would we flee to you for comfort? 
· If no imperfection, could we marvel at your excellence? 

If no insecurity, would we worship any gods but ourselves? 
If no .sin, would we ever choose the path of redemption? 

On this Thanksgiving Day, then, we thank you for sunshine and 
storm, 
For Eden that gave us a glimpse of your beauty and holiness, 
For Egypt that made us desire a Land of Promise, 
For Gethsemane that revealed to us a sympathetic High 
Priest. 

Whatever the life situation with any one of us today, 
Teach us the spirit of thanksgiving and gratitude and joy. 

For all that we have and hope for, we praise you; 

For all that compels us to seek you, we praise you even more. 

In the Blessed and Holy Name of Jesus we pray. Amen . 

Rubel Shelly & the Woodmont Hills Church 
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Sabbath Issues - Commandment Four 

"Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy." Ex.20:8 

"If you keep your feet f~om breaking the Sabbath and from doing as you please on my holy day, if you 
call the Sabbath a delight and the Lord's day honorable, and if you honor it by not going your own way 
and not doing as you please or speaking idle words, then you will find your joy in the Lord ... "Is 58: 13-14 

·"Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a 
New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a shadow of the things to come; the realitY; how
ever, is found in Christ." Col. 2: 16-17 

When I was a child, it was unheard of for any store to be open on Sunc;Jay. If you didn't have it 
already, you did without it. Now most places are open- restaurants, stores, even some banks. Some
where along the line, the Sabbath day lost its significance. Seems as though, as a society, we're forget
ting to rest! We also have forgotten that it is the Lord's day, dedicated to Him. 

God also doesn't want us to go to the other extreme either, where we refuse to do anything for 
anyone on our Sabbath. "The Sabbath was created for man, not man for the Sabbath (Mk 2:27)." The 
Pharisees created all sorts of laws to prohibit the faithful Jews from accidentally "working" on the Sab
bath. When Jesus healed on the Sabbath, it was considered by them to be work. Luke 6:6-10 tells the 
account of Jesus healing a paralyzed man on the Sabbath to which he responds to the Pharisees: "I as~ 
you: What does our Law allow us to do on the Sabbath? To help or to do harm? To save a man's life or 
to destroy it?' He looked around at them all; then he said to the man, 'Stretch out your hand.' He did 
so, and his hand became well again." 

One sunny Sunday afternoon, a young Christian I know was out relaxing in the yard. His mother 
asked him if he'd check the oil level in her car. He told her from his lawn chair that he refused on the 
grounds that he wouldn't do any work on the Lord's day. He later came to the conclusion (after a 
"discussion" with his mother), that obedience and service to his mom should have been his mair:i con-
cern. 

Where's your heart? It's up to you what you do with your Sabbath day; just remember that God 
created it for us as a time for resting. We need it! As Christians, though, remember that service is in our 
job description seven days a week. 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
*See if you can go one week (Sabbath) without going to a restaurant or store. God isn't going to con
demn you if you do, but just try it once- it'll give you an interesting perspective! 

Prayers: 
*Let's thank· God for thinking of us and creating a special time for us to rest and reflect on His goodness. 

-Linda Chivington 
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HIDDEN VERSE WORD SEARCH #1 
In the diagram, the words, phrases, and names listed below are hidden. They could be forwards, backwards, 
up, down or diagonally in the diagram. All of the words in the list comes from a certain book of the Bible. As 
you find them, shade in the letters you use (some letters will be used as part of more than one name). There · 
will be 25 unused letters, and they will spell out a verse from this week's mystery book. See if you know the 
book and can find the hidden verse in the book after you spell it out. Also see if you know where all the items 
in the list can be found in this book. (All entries are from the NIV.) 

ACHOR GREAT SEA RAHAB 
AS FOR ME HAD REST SON OF NUN 
BE CAREFUL HANDS STONES 
BORDER HILLSIDE SUN STAND 
CANAANITE HONEY THE LORD EXALTED 
DELIVER HOUSEHOLD THE SCARLET CORD 
DESERT IN BATTLE THE WHOLE NATION 
DRIVE NAPHTALI THEY FLED 
EBAL NOW FEAR THE LORD TRIBE OF ZEBULUN 

' 

N u L u B E z F 0 E· B I R T 

0 0 E T I N A A N A c B H N 

w T I v E G R E A T S , E A s 

F T H T I s R 0 N T s p H G 

I 
E A L E A R D N 0 c H I 0 p 

A E A v y N D N A T s N u s 
R M B L u F E R A c E B s 0 

T R E D I s L L I H 0 A E N 

H 0 A E B E I E 0 R R T H 0 

E F c A T y v N D H c T 0 F 

' L s ~ c q u E E R A w L L N 

0 A 0 G E y R T R E s E D u 

R R R 0 u s T s ,E R D A H N 

D E T L A x E D R Q. L E H T 

The answer, and a new puzzle, will be in the bulletin next week. - Mark W. Carner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
hand soap, toothpaste, laundry detergent, liquid 
dishwashing detergent, mashed potatoes (box), 
baby food, large disposable diapers. 

Honduras Relief 
Over $700.00 has been collected for Honduras 
Relief effort. We will send this donation this 
week, then monthly thereafter. If you· would like 

. to make a contribution, or an additional contri
bution, for the relief work in Honduras today, 
please drop it off in the thurch office. Watch the 
bulletin for ongoing updates about Predisan's 
work. Paula Robbins 

Baptized 
Edwin Ejikeme was baptized on Wednesday 
November 18th. Congratulati0ns Edwin I! 

Think About It! 
If you aren't sure whether a thing is right or 
wrong-it is usually wrong. 
A man can be judged by the things at which he 
laughs. 
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27 

Calendar 

December 
50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
Leadership Retreat & Planning Meeting 
New Sunday Bible Classes Begin 
Surprise Visit To Another Congregation 
New Wedn.esday Bible Classes 
Services At Franklin County Corrections 

·Bible Study At Orient 
Women's Cookie Exchange 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service At Orient 1 :30 p.m. 
COCS Concert 7:30 p.m. 
50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Bible Study At Orient 
No Evening Worship Or Small Groups 

Cookie Exchange 
Cor:ne share the Holiday Spirit at the Women's 
cookie exchange, Saturday December 12th at 
10:00 a.m. at the home of Lora Bradley. Bring 6 
dozen cookies for ma.king gift bags and sharing 
with each other. For more info, see Lora Brad
ley or Cheryl Muir. 

Contributions 

Rivers (and men) get crooked by following the I Last ' 
I ine of Teast resistance. ~ 

Neek $3950 I Avg YTD 

The man who loses his head is usually the last t'o I Russia $175 I 
1--~~~~~~~-1-~~~~~~~~~ 

. Avg YTD 

miss it. I Youth Min. $135 AvgYTD $284 
He who is truly born of God is sure to resemble 
his Father. -Bulletin ·Inserts I Youth Min Total ~ $11014 

Set -Vices 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sl!nday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell,, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:3o ·am Deacon.f: Bria1,1 Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzi11i, John Bradley 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, JackEva:ns, Do11 Gillespie. Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMa:sters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Eva11g_elisls: Mike Hipes.Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Fisherman Knows Best 
One day a fisherman was lying on a beautiful beach, with his fishing pole 
propped up in the sand and· his solitary line cast out into the sparkling blue 
surf. He was enjoying the warmth of the afternoon sun and the prospect of 
catching a fish. About that time, a businessman came walking down the 
beach, trying to relieve some of the stress of his workday. He noticed the 
fisherman sitting on the beach and decided to find out why this fisherman 
was fishing instead of working harder to make a living for himself and his 
family. 

"You aren't going to catch many fish that way, " said the businessman to the 
fisherman, "you should be working rather than lying on the beach!"The fish
erman looked up at the businessman, smiled and replied, "And what will 
my reward be?" "Well, you can get bigger nets 'and catch more fish!" was 
the businessman's answer. "And then what wlll my reward be?" asked the 
fisherman,, still smiling. The bµsinessman replied, "You will make money 
and you'll -be able to buy a boat, which will then result in larger catches of 
fish!"" And then what will my reward be?" asked the fisher'm.an again. The 
businessman was beginning to get a little irritated with the fisherman's ques
tions. "You can buy a bigger boat, and hfre some people to work for you!" 
he said. 

"And then what will my reward be?" asked the fisherman again. The busi
nessman was getting angry. "Don't you understand? You can build up a 
fleet of fishing boats, sail all over the world, and let all your employees 
catch fish for youl"Once again the fisherman asked, "And then what will my 
reward be?" The businessman was red with rage and shouted at the fisher
man, "Don't you understand that you can become so rich that you will 
never have to work for your living again! You can spend all the rest of your 
days sitting on this beach, looking at the sunset. You won't have a care in 
the world!" 

The fisherman, still smiling, looked up and said, "And what do you think 
I'm doing right now?" 

Contentment is a difficult attitude to learn, but so important. It's easy to get 
caught in the world's trap of working harder and ha~der to earn more and 
more, when we may well already have what can provide us with th.e great
est possible happiness. 

"Now godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing 
into this world, and it is certain that we can carry nothing out. And having 
food and clothing, with these we shall be content." (I Timothy 6:6-8). 

Alan Smith, (Boone, NC) 
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Thou Shalt Not Kill 
Commandment Six 

I 

"You have heard that it was said to the men of old, 'you shall not kill,' and whoever kills shall be li-
able to judgement; who insults his brother shall be liable to the council, and whoever says, 'you fool!' 
shall be liable to the hell of fire. So if you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember that 
your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be recon-
ciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift." Matthew 5:22 

This passage is very difficult for most of us. We could easily get through the commandment if 
it simply meant no physical murdering of anyone. That's not too tough. But no insults? No bitterness? 

There's a Christian band called DC Talk who write in their song "Just Between You and Me" 
these words: "In my pursuit of God I thirst for holiness. 1As I approach the Son I must consider this: 
offenses unresolved will keep me from the throne- before I go to him my wrong must be atoned." 

We need to take very seriously our attitudes toward God and each other. We are all created 
by God and are therefore unique and valuable. I know that when you're arguing with someone, it 
takes everything you've got to take that first step. We have to be humble enough to say, "Look, I know 
I really hurt you. Will you forgive me?" You also need to let the person know, in love, if he or she of
fended you. 

Something that can help us to forgive is to put ourselves in perspective. We are all sinners 
saved by God's grace; without Him we'd all be destined to hell. How incredibly thankful we should 
be for our Father's loving'grace, and how eager we should be to extend that grace to others! How aw
ful it would be if God judged us by the measure that we often judge those around us. If we're com
muning with God, we'll develop a desire to participate in His. nature. Simply put, if we're drawing 
close to God, we'll start becoming like Him- loving and forgiving without holding bitterness, and we'll 
see people as he does. 

Let's walk in His Spirit- our Counsefor Uohn 15:26)- and allow God to soften our hearts. 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
*We need to love when we aren't loved and forgive in the midst of strife (that's enough of a challenge, 
isn't it?). 

Prayers: 
*If we've been offended, especially by a non-Christian, let's pray for them. " ... Love your enemies, do 
good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you (Luke 6:27-28)." 
They might just see your godly example and be won for the Lord. ' 
*Let's pray that we dm resolve any conflicts that we have, and that God will enable us to overcome 
anger. As far as it depends on us, let's live at peace with those around us. 

-Linda Chivington 
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HIDDEN VERSE WORD SEARCH #2 
In the diagram, the words, phrases, and names listed below are hidden. They could be forwards, backwards, 
up, down or diagonally in the diagram. All of the words in the list comes from a certain book of the Bible. As 
you find them, shade in the .letters you use (some letters will be used as part of more than one name). There 
will be 31 unused l~tters , and they will spell out~ verse from this week's mystery book. See if you know the 
book and can find the hidden verse in the book after JYOU spell it out. Also see if you know where all the items 
in the list can be found in this book. (All entries are from the NIV.) 

ABEDNEGO HANANIAH MICHAEL 
A PROMINENT HORN I HAVE FOUND A MAN SEVENTY 
BABYLONIANS I HAVE HAD A DREAM TEKEL 
BESIEGED IMAGE OF GOLD THROWN 
DEN OF LIONS LEOPARD WIL~AWAKE 

DRINKING LIKE A BEAR WINGS 
EAGLE MADE KNOWN WRITING 
FURNACE MEDIA AND PERSIA 

I 
N D E N 0 F L I 0 N s T B M 

A R w R I T I N G E L G A E 

M I 0 H L E K E T E G E B D 

A N 0 H D L E 0 p A R D y I 

D K 0 F T H A E 0 D E E L A 

N I A v E N B G A c E G 0 A -
u N w 0 N K E D A M N E N N 

0 G w H A N A N I A H I I D 

F I L L I D H R w I N G s A p 

E s E E E u T 0 A M u E N E 

v p B v F A K R I L 0 B s R 

A A A N M I c H A E L R G s 

H H s E v E N. T y D 0 I p I 

I M A G E 0 F G 0 L D M w A 

The answer, arid a new puzzle, will be in the bulletin next week. (Last week's hidden 
verse: Be strong and very. courageous, JOSHUA 1 :7) - Mark W. Gamer 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry Needs 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
hand soap, toothpaste, 'laundry detergent, liquid dish
washing detergent, mashed potatoes (box), large dis
posable diapers. 

Adult Classes 
Our winter quarter adult Bible classes start Sunday, 
December 6. We will have a general class, open to 
all, entitled "Discove~ing the Pearl of Great Price", a 
look at the parables of Jesus. Ray Thorne, Brian 
Arnold, and Dave Muir will co-teach this class. For 
women only we will have a class entitled "Dare to 
Dream - Becoming Women of Vision." taught by Polly 
Barnhardt, Lora Bradley, and Mary Kay Barozzini. On 
Wednesday, December 9 Mike will resume his "Hot 
Potatoes" class and will address a number of new top-
ics not yet covered. There will also be a few guest 
speakers to cover some special topics. 

The Great Brownie Cover-up 
The Brownie troop at COCS is currently collecting 
new blankets for the Westerville Area Resource Minis
tries. We are asking our church family to help us 
make this a great success. Blankets will be accepted 
until Tuesday, December 8. You may give them to 
Adrienne Bradley or Caiti Morris. They may also be 
dropped off at the school during business hours Mon-

December 
6 New Sunday Bible Classes Begin 
6 Surprise Visit To Another Congregation 
9 New Wednesday Bible Classes 
9 Services At Franklin County Corrections 
10 Bible Study At Orient 
12 Women's Cookie Exchange· 10:00 a.m. 
13 Worship Service At Orient 1 :30 p.m. 
15 COCS Concert 7:30 p.m. 
l6 50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
20 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
24 Bible Study At Orient 
27 No Evening Worship Or Small Groups 

Cookie Exchange 
Come share the Holiday Spirit at the Women's 
cookie exchange, Saturday December 12th at 
10:00 a.m: at the home of Lora Bradley. Bring 6 
dozen cookies for making gift bags and sharing 
with each other. For more info, see Lora Brad
ley or Cher;yl Muir. 

day through Friday. Thanks for your support! I C "b · 
Teens , ontn ut10ns 

Registration information for Winterfest is now avail- I Last Week $4582 I Avg YTD $5174 
able. It is posted on the bulletin'board outside the of-
fice. T.he fist deposit is due Dec. 14th, I Russia $264 I Avg YTD $225 
Parents, once again this year, we are asking all teens 
to give $10.00 each for a Chirstmas service project. Youth Min. $1480 Avg YTD $307 
The money is due 'to a teen leader by Wed. Dec 16th. 
Please encourage your teens to plan and gi,ve. Youth Min Total ....._ $12494 

·services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

I 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thorhe 
9:30 am Deacons: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, John Bradley, 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don.Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Evangelists: Mike Hipes,Tom B~rnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A Seventeenth entury Prayer 
Lord, thou knowest better than I know myself that I am growing 
older and will some day be old,. Keep me from the fatal habit of 
thinking I must say something on every subject and on every oc
casion. 

Rejease me from craving to straighten out everybody's affairs. 
Make me thoughtful but not moody;· helpful but not bossy. With 
my vast store of wisdom it seems a pity not to use it all, but Thou 
knowest Lord, _that 'I want a few friends at the end. 

Keep my mind fre~ from the recital of endless details; give me 
ings to get to the point. Seal my lips on my aches and pains. 

They are increasing and love of rehearsing them is becoming 
sweet as the years go by. I dare rot ask for grace enough to en
joy the tales of other's pains, but help me to endure them with 
patience. 

I dare not ask for improved,mem'orY, but for a growing humility 
and a lessening sureness when my memory seems to clash with 
the memories ot others. Teach me the glorious lesson that occa
sionally I may be mistaken. Keep me reasonably sweet; I d0 not 
want to be a saint - some of them are so hard to live with but a 

'sour old person is one of the <rowning works of the Devil. 

Give me the ability to see good things in unexpected places and 
talents in unexpected people. 

And, give me, 0 Lord, the grace to tell them so. Amen. 
Verse A Week Club 

I 

"Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God." 
Philippians 4:6 



Ser11ing 6od 
Marriage and Faithfulness - Commandment Seven 

"Then (Adam) said, 'This at last is boRe of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman be
cause she was taken out of Man.'· Therefore a man leaves his father and mother and cleaves to his wife, and 
they become one flesh." Genesis 2:23-24 

"You have heard that it was said, 'you shall not commit adultery.' But I say to you that everyone who looks. 
at a woman lus.tfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart." Matthew 5:27-28 

We are to honor QUr commitments. God honors His commitments and expects us to do the same. 
He is surely angered when a man or woman abandons his or her spouse. They made a vow before God (not 
just for a legal document) that they would stay with each other, no matter what, for better or worse. I feel· 
that this sin really offends God's character- He is a true promise keeper. When He professes His love and 
commitment to us, we know that He won't go back on His word. He will not abandon us when we don't 
please Him (amen!). 

To break that.faith with someone is an incredible tragedy! I've lost a dear Christian friend to Satan 
through this very sin. As brothers and sisters, we felt a sense of loss and mourning for a dear sister who al
lowed herself to blinded by her emotions, falling into a deadly place. The world will tell you, "If you aren't 
happy, get out. Try something else." God says to us, "Get help." Let's work on the marriage relationships 
we're in and not let Satan deceive us by thinking that the grass is greener elsewhere. Aside from the obvious 
violation of ~ad's commandment, the consequences of such a sin create a ripple effect (especiafly on the 
children). 

The most crucial element in a good, sound marriage is a living, active communion with God. Mar
riage isn't like spending every day in a big Broadway musical where people burst into song every five min
utes (although some days it is!). It's a loving commitment that promises to bend and grow but never break. 

To those of you old pros out there, nurture your marriage. Never say that, "I'd never leave my hus
band. That couldn't happen to me." Have a healthy respect for God and your spouse, but realize that most 
people who've had an affair or simply left their marriage have said those words at one time. If the connec~ 
tion between' you and God (individually and as a couple) is cut off or weakened, you are probably no longer 
going to live by His standards of morality and commitment. Take care bf your relationships, with God and 
your spouse! 

Thoughts and Challenges: , 
*You parents remember to keep your connection with God living and growing. This will reap countless 
benefits- not the least of which is a strong foundation in your marriage (and a great example for your chil
dren!) 
*Those of you who are single, put God first and keep Him there. P.S. If your potential spouse doesn't be
lieve or put God first, beware. You could be in for a very rough ride. 

Prayers: 
*Pray for the power of God's Spirit to keep you devoted and loving with your spouse. 

- Linda Chivington 
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HIDDEN VERSE WORD SEARCH #3 
In the diagram, the words, phrases, and names listed below are hidden. They could be forwards, backwards, 
up, down or diagonally in the diagram. All of the words in the list comes from a certain book of the Bible. As 
you find them, shad~ in the letters you use (some letters will be used as part of more than one name). There 
will be 24 unused letters, and they will spell out a verse from this week'.s mystery book. See if you know the 
book and can find the hidden verse in the book after you spell' it out. Also see if you know where all the items 
in the list can ~e found in this book. (All entries are from the NIV.) 

,'ACTIVE FORTY YEARS REMEMBER 
BREAD I MAY BE RESTORED SACRIFICES 
BY FAITH INNER SANCTUARY SET A CERTAIN DAY . 

' CARRY ON IT STILL REMAINS TASTED 
COVENANT LIVING THAT MOSES 
DO NOT DRIFT AWAY MELCHIZEDEK TOGETHER 
ENDUR.E RAISED TREMBLE 
FOREVER REBELLED WILL LAST 

s F T 0 G E T H E R A H p D 

N E 0 p I G N I v ± L T R E 0 

I 0 T R A c I H T I. H R s N 

A T s A T T N E A T 0 E H 0 

M N A R c y 0 F F T s R 0 T 

E A L A N E y 0 s 0 E E 0 D 

R N L F G B R E M E M B E R 

L E L B M E R T A s T E D I 

L v I R v E A E A R A L D F 

I 0 w E B H. c c A I s L E T 

T c R y T E E R u D N E s A 

s s A c R I F I c E s D I w 

T M E L c H I z E D E K A A 

I N N E R s A .N c T u A R y 

I 

The answer, and a new puzzle, will be in the bulletin next week. (Last week's hidden verse: The God of 
heaven will set up a kingdom, DANIEL 2:44) - Mark W Garner 

3 - .. - ~ 

J 



. Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
hand soap, toothpaste, laundry detergent, liquid 
dishwashing detergent, mashed potatoes (box), 
baby fo<;>d, large disposable diapers. 

Sympathy , 
We want to express our sympathy to Becky Reif
ers at the death of her father, Edward Farmer. If 
you would ·liki? to send cards, Becky will be at 
her mother's home until the 1st of the year. The 
address is on the bulletin board. 

Congratulations 
John and Becky Reifers have adopted a baby 
boy. His name is Andrew and he is 18 months 

I 

old. 

Sympathy 
We want to express our sympathy to the family 
of J Haver. J d'ied last Tuesday while playing bas
ketball with his son. The funeral was Friday at 
Spring Rd. The burial was Saturday in Dover, 
01-'1. 

Teens 
Registration information for Winterfest is now 
available. It L~ · posted on the bulletin boarc;J out
side the office. The first deposit is due by De
cember 14. Please be aware that we are not co
ordinating registration for this. All questions 
about fees and space availability should go di
rectly to Robin Weir at Spring Rd. 

December 
13 Worship Service At Orient 1 :30 p.m. 
15 COCS Concert 7:30 p.m. 
16 50's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
20 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
24 Bible Study At Ori.ent , 
27 No Evening Worship Or Small Groups 

Parents of Teens 
Once again this year, we are asking all of our 
teens to give $10.00 each for a Christmas serv
ice project. The money is due to a teen leader 
by Wednesday December 16. Please encourage 
your teens to plan and give. Last year, this was 
one of the most special blessings that our teens 
experienced. 

Contributions 

Last Week $7416 Avg YTD $5219 

Russia $205 Avg YTD $224 

Youth Min. $320 Avg YTD '$308 

Youth Min Total ..... $12814 

Services 

unday Bible Study 
unday Worship Service 
unday Evening .. 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank ChappeU, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Dellcous: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Baro:Z.zini, John B radley, 

Wednesday Evening 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jac1< Evans, Don Gillespie. Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Les lie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl McMasters 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Char.lie Yates 

Evm1gelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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How To Bring Up Children 

The rearing of Children is one, of the most difficult tasks in the world. 
Every parent wants children in the home to turn out right. Parents should 
keep in mind the following things to hetp in rearirig children: 

1. Make home the brightest and most attractive place on earth. Ch il
dren who are brought up in a good; happy atmosphere have a very good 
chance of becoming good and happy individuals. 

2. Spend time with your children. Many children are literally being 
starved for affection because their parents do not spend enough time with 
them. Some children know their baby-sitters better than they know their 
own parents. Children need their parents! Much sooner than you realize, 
the children will have left the home; and then parents will have all the 
time they need. ' ' 

3. ·Make your children responsible for some duties in the home. This 
will help them learn responsibility and the importance of work. 

4. Impress upon the minds of you 'children that building character is 
more irnport~nt than making money. Paul wrote, "do what is right in the 
sight of all men" (Rom. 12: 17). We must teach our children the impor
tance of integrity. 

5. Realize the importance of example . .,Example is the greatest method of 
teaching our children. Parents are the models which children will imitate, 
whether good or bad. The example you set before your children will de
termine to a great extent the kind of parents they will become for your 
grandchildren. 

6. Be consistent with discipline. Some parents repeatedly threaten their 
children with punishment for misbehavior, but never carry through when 
the child continues to misbehave. The child keeps searching for the 
boundary, and oft~n does not find it until he has been in trouble with the 
law. Consistent discipline is an expression· of love, and it gives the child a 
sense of security. · 

Parenting is a difficult task, but it is not impossible. There are no guaran
tees that every child will turn out right, but the Lord has -given some guide
lines in His Word. When parents follow His directions, they have fulfilled 
His expectations, and the probability of their children turning out right is 
increased. 

Adapted form Ken Tyler 



Ser11ing 6od 
Purity for Women Commandment Seyen 

'(Practical Application) 
Youth-Oriented 

"The body is not meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body .. ~as it is writ
ten, 'The two shall become one flesh.' But he who is united to the Lord becomes one spirit with 
Him. Shun immorality. Every other sin which a man c9mmits is outside the body; but the im
moral man sins against his own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit within you, which you have from God? You are not yo-ur own; you were bought with a 
price. So glorify God in your body." I Corinthians 6: 12-20 

My dear little sister, 
I can't believe how' much you've grown! I loved you when you were born and I love you 

now. I know that this is a rough time for you, but I'm your big brother and I'm here to help. 
Love, real love, between a man and a woman is an incredibly beautiful thing. I know that 

guys are on your mind a lot these days (every day, probably!) and I want to share some things from 
my heart. 

When you find someone whom you want to be with and be committed to for the rest of 
your life, that's love. It's so wonderful! I know you get frustrated sometimes when adults tell you 
to "wait until you're married to be intimate with someone." I'm sure you get tired of hearing it, 
especially, when your hormones (or his) are trying to convince you otherwise. · 

It may feel like it isn't a big deal. You might be afraid of losing him. You may even think 
"I'll use protectioh. I won't get pregnant or catch any diseases or anything." Well, sis, I hate to 
tell you this, because no.one wants to feel deceived, but Satan is really blinding you. Our Father 
created our bodies to be pure and holy. We need to remember that we need to do things His 
way. The emotions we have aren't wrong in and of themselves, but God gave them to us to use in 
the right way. Sex in marriage is a beautiful thing designed by God. Sex outside of marriage is 
detestable to our Father. He wants so much more for us than a one-night stand (or even a loving 
dating relationship); He wants to see a communion of souls. 

Sis, ther~'s a lot of responsibility on you, as a young woman. Please be strong in your con
victions! Draw a line of intimacy and say "no" when that line is crossed. Young men often need 

' you women to be firm with your boundaries. 
I could give you lots of other reasons (STDs, AIDS, pregnancy ... ) to wait until marriage. 

Even the world will tell you to "protect yourself." God designed us not to need "protection". and 
to share in a partnership with one person alone. I'll help you get through this waiting time. And if 
it helps you, whenever you· feel weak and tempted, picture your big brother, Jesus, standing right 
beside you. You wouldn't give in with your big brother in the room, would you? 

I love you always. Your brother and friend, Jesus 
-Linda Chivington 
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HIDDEN VERSE WORD SEARCH #4' 
In the diagram, the words, phrases, and names listed below are hidden. They could be forwards, backwards, 
up, down or diagonally in the diagram. All of the words 1in the list comes from a certain book of the Bible. As 
you find them, shade in t~e letters you use. The 26 unused letters will spell out a verse from the mystery book. 
See if you know the book and can find the hidden v,erse in the book. (All entries are from the NIV.) 

ABISHAI FIELDS KISH 
AHIMELECH FOREST NOW LISTEN 
ANOINTED GOLIATH ORDINANCE I 

BROTHERS HARDEN PHILISTINE 
CURSED IN AWE OF THE LORD PRIESTS 
DAVID ELUDED HIM IS RAEL REALIZE 
DINED I WILL INTERCEDE SHIELD 
DOEG THE EDOMITE I WON'T STRIKE HIM STREAM 
ENEMIES 
EPHOD 

' 

JONATHAN 
KENITES 

M T T s E R 0 F H E L E M E 

I I 0 H D E N I D R p A T D 

H A H I M E L E c H E I D E 

D 0 A E W K T L 0 R M I E C 
' 

E G R L K N I D T 0 N N L R 

D 0 D D I I D S D A I L H E 

U L E 0 I S R E H T 0 R B T 

L I N A N N E T S I L W 0 N 

E A B I S H A I S R A E L I 

D T D Y T N L N M T U 0 U L 

I H 0 G 0 I I E C E N C V · L 

V E E J H R Z K T E N· 0 0 I 

A 0 M P R I E S' T S E E W W 

D R 0 L E H T F 0 E W A N I 

The answer, and a new puzzle, will be in the bulletiri next week. (Last week's hidden 
verse: Approach the throne of grace, HEBREWS 4: 16) - Mark W Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
toothpaste, paper towels, kleenex, toilet paper, 
paper grocery bags. 

Help Needed 
At the end of today's worship· service, we yvill 
have a special contribution for Gladys Abrams' 
medical expenses. Gladys is very seriously ill 

~ith cancer. If you wish to pay by check, make it 
out to Northland Church of Christ and indicate 

· "Gladys Abrams" in the memo section. If you 
didn't come prepared for today's special contri
bution, please give your check to one of the eld
ers no later than Wednesday. 

Congratulations 
Kevin and Linda Chivington are the proud par
ents of a baby boy. Max Keenan was born De
cember 12 and weighed 8 lb. 3 oz. 
If you would ·like to help with meals for the Chiv
ingtons, see Pam Estep. 

Think About It ! 
Those who live in the Lord never see each other I 

Calendar 

December 
20 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
24 Bibi~ Study At Orient 
27 No Evening Worship Or Small Groups 

January 
3 Consolidated Evening Worship 

All Groups Meet At The Building · 
6 SO's Plus· Meeting In Room E:28 
20 \ 50'~ Plus Meetin·g In Room E:28 
·t7 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
31 5th Sunday Fellowship Activity 

"May the_ Cod of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing so that you may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit." 
Romans 15: 13 

Contributions 
e-_for the last time. I La~t Week $7416 I AvgYTD $5219 

Don't worry about who .you are, but Whose you 
are. Russia $205 AvgYTD $224 

God is like Hallmark: He cares enough to send Youth Min. $320 Avg YTD. $308 
the very best. 

-Thought For The Week Minist,.Y I Youth Min Total I ..... $12814 

Senices 
' S·unday Bib1i-'$fully· 

;Sunday Worshi)fService 
Sunday Evening•· 

-w~esffiiy~venlng 

·. lilder.V!. Wilbur Allen, Frank C_~appell, Roy E;~tep1 Gene ,Prince, Ray Thorne 
9:30 am ']).eacqns: Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, )oe Baro-zziui, John Bradley, 

'10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn Champn·ey, ParreliBstep, Jack E_vans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Ber.yl McMasters, 
7:00 pai Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 

Eva11gelists: Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Family Time· 
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"JOEL WENT INTO 8ErHLEHEM 10 FINO ANOTHER 
J06. HE WA5 OO!i:ED AT 51fnNG OUT HERE WITH 

NOfHING EVEli: H!\PPENING; SEE Luit.E 2:&-15. 

"And there were-shepherds living oUt in the fields nearby, 
keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the 
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of theLord shone 
around them, and they were temfied. But the angel saz'd 

to , them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good, news of great 
joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of 
David a Savior htZ$ been born to you; he is.. Christ (be 
Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 

wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 
Lz1,.ke 2:_8-12 



Serving6od 
Purity for Men Commandment Seven 

(Practical Application) 
Youth-Oriented 

"The body is not meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body ... as it is writ-
ten, 'The two shall become one flesh.' But he who is united to the Lord becomes one spirit with 
Him. Shun immorality. Every other sin which a man commits is outside the body; but the im-
moral man sins against his own body. Do you riot know that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit within you, which you have from God? You are not your own; you wer.e bought with a 
price. So glorify God in your body." I Corinthians 6: 12-20 

My brother, 
.. 

I'm writing this to you because I really care about you. Please listen to what I have to say. 
Love is a wonderful thing! Marriage is the natural, godly extension, of love. The blessings 

we gain in marriage are 'too many to count- not the least of which is a healthy sexual relationship. 
I know many times, alone with your girlfriend, you may think the right time is now. It isn't. Hor-
mones and desires may speak loudly, but God's Word speaks much louder! 

You, as a young man, have a role as the spiritual leader of this relationship. You need to 
be strong. God will help you to say no to sex before n:iarriage. Even though everywhere you look 
you'll see that our society is saturated with sex in advertising and everywhere else, listen to the 
voice which tells you to wait. Don't let yourself be carried away into defying God. 

Brother, I know that it's hard for you. Our Father wants the best for you in every way. Sex 
in marriage is a very special arrangement. To unite with your spouse in that way is a spiritual and 
emotional time. To waste that precious time before marriage is so sad, even if ybu end up marry-
ing her eventually. Your precious honeymoon is tainted, and you will have caused your partner 
to defy God's will also ... pretty serious charges! 

1. love you, brother. I'll be there with you to help you get over these tough times: If you're 
having a hard time fighting off these desires, get some advice form a parent or someone in your 
church whom you respect. Consider double dating as much as possible and keep things public. 
The danger usually strikes when you're alone in a house or apartment with your girlfriend. Satan 
really uses this opportunity to try to strike when you're weak. Set boundaries and stick to them-
for yourself and for your loved one. Respect and honor your girlfriend or fiancee. Don't let there 
be a hint of immorality in your conduct. May others see and imitate your godly example. 

With love, Jesus 

-Linda Chivington 
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HIDDEN VERSE WORD SEARCH #5 
In the diagram, the words, phrases, and names listed below are hidden. They could 'be forwards, backwards, 
up, down or diagonally in the diagram. All of the words in the list comes from a certain book of the Bible. As 
you fin'd then\ shade· in the letters you use (some letters wi 11 be used as part of more than one name). There 
will be 24 unused letters, and they will spell out a verse from this week's mystery book. See if you know the 
book and can find the hidden verse in the book after you spell it out. Also see if you know where all the items 
in the list can be found in this book. (All entries are from the NIV.) 

ACCORDING TO JAMES SHEPHERDS 
ASIGN TO YOU JOHN SYNAGOGUE 
CAPERNAUM JUDEA THE COMING WRATH 
COMMANDED MOUNTAIN THOMAS 
FOUND PHARISEE TIBERIUS CAESAR 
GALILEE REBUKED THE WIND TWELVE YEARS OLD 
HEARTS REPENT OR PERISH WAS LOST 
HE IS TO BE CALLED SAMARITAN 

H E I s T 0 B E c A L L E D 
I 

s T J I H A c D T J 0 H N r.. 
I T A D N u 0 F .0 s B I s 0 

R s M R N E M I y M w N D s 

E 0 E M w I M N u E y F R' R 

p L s A T G A A H j u D E A 

R s A s I G N T 0 y 0 u H E 

0 A c c 0 R D I N G T 0 p y 

T w H G E E E R M u E R E E 

N s u p K H D A 0 0 0 u H v 

E E A u T H 0 M A s c M s L 

. p c B s E p H A R I ·s E E E 

E E L I L A G s T R A E H w 

R A s E A c s u I R E B I T 

The answer, and a new puzzle, will be in the bulletin next week~ (Last week's hidden 
verse: The Lord will hand you over to me, 1 SAMUEL 17:46) Mark W. Garner 
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Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is ln need of the following: 
paper towels, kleenex, toilet paper, paper gro
cery bags. 

Hospitalized 
Tonya Milnor is in University Hospital, room 
677 Doans Hall. She will be in the hospital until 
the baby is born (within the next 11 days). ' Her 
ph'one number is 293-1083. ~ 
Visits would be appreciated but please call first. 

Thank You 
Thank you all for visiting our congregation this 
past Sunday evening. You all were a very pleas
ant surprise. 

Pataskala Church of Christ 

Teens 
The teen group will celebrate New Year's .Eve at 
"First Night" in downtown Columbus. After mid
night, the group will come back for a party. Lo

27 
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Calendar 

December 
No Evening Worship Or Small Groups 

January 
Consolidated Evening Worship 
All Croups Meet At The Building 
SO's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
SO's Plus Meeting In Room E:28 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
5th Su.nday Fellowship Activity 

Think About It 
"I do not drink alcoholic liquors. I have better 
use f<:>r my head. To put alcohol in the human 
brain is like putting sand in the bearings of an 
engine." -Thomas Edison 
The biggest lie on the planet: "When I get what 
I want I will be happy." -Millington Messenger 
Don't do anything at home that you don't want 
your children to do in public. 

-Old Union Reminder 

cation and length of party to be announced. Each ------·-- --------- --1 
teen needs to bring $10.00 for "First Night" and 
party food. Please meet at the building at 7:30 
Thursday to leave for First Night. 
Note: No teens are permitted to drive nor ac
company a teen driver unless parents have noti
fied a teen leader of permission granted. Thanks 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 

unday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: WHbur Al len, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene :&ince, Ray Thorne 
9:30 am Deacons: Brian Am<?ld, Toro Barnhardt, Joe Barozzi11i, John Bradley 

10:30 am Steve Carver, Lynn CJlampney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, Don Gillespie, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, Beryl !<1cMasters, 
7:00 pm Mark Morris, Charlie Yate-s 

Ev(lngelists: Mike Ripes.Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A Definition Of True Faith 
True faith, strictly speaking, does not do anything; it does not 
give, but receives. So when one says that we do something by 
faith that is just another way of saying that we do nothing - at 
least that we do nothing of ourselves. It is of the very nature of 
faith, strictly speaking, to do nothing. So when it is said that faith 
works through love, that means that through faith, instead of do
ing somethjng for ourselves w·e allow some one else to help us. 
That force which enters our life at the beginning through faith, 
before we could do anything at all to please God, and which 
then strengthens and supports us in the battle that it has enabled 
us to begin, is the power of the Spirit of God. 

So in the midst of a practical world, the Christian exhibits a prac
tical life of love, a busy life of helpfulness, feedirig the hungry, 
giving drink to the thirsty, receiving the strange~s, clothing the 
naked, visiting the sick and the prisoners. And all that accom
plished not by his own unaided efforts, not even merely by his 
own faith, but by the great object of his faith, the all-powerful 
God. 

The Christian preacher, then, comes before the world with a 
great alternative. Shall we continue to depend upon our own ef
forts, or shall we receive by faith the power of God? Shall we 
content ourselves with the materials which this world affords, 
seeking by endlessly new combinations to produce a building 
that shall endure; or shall we build with the materials that hav~ 
no flaw? Shall we give men new motives, or ask God to give 
them a new power? Shall we improve the world, or pray God to 
create a new world? 

The former alternatives have been tried and found wanting: the 
best of architects can produce no enduring building when the 
materials are faulty; good motives are powerless when the heart 
is evil. Struggle as we may, we remain just a part of this evil 

, world until, by faith, we cry: "Not by might, nor by power; but 
by Thy Spirit, 0 Lord of Hosts. 11 

-J. Gresham Machen (1925) 



Ser11ing 6od 

No Stealing Commandment Eight 

"Thou shalt not steal."Exodus 20: 15 

"Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his hands, so that he may be 
able to give to those in need." Ephesians 4:28 · 

Seems pretty clear, doesn't it? God doesn't want us to take things from others. It comes· down to 
the "golden rule." We wouldn't want to be violated in that way, so let's think before .we violate others . You 
may know of friends or kids at school who have shoplifted or broken into cars. Unfortunately, it happens 
anywhere. 

My husband, Kevin, and I have experienced this many time since we've been married. We've been 
robbed several times (house and car); it brings out a whole lot of bitterness and resentment when that sort of 
thing happens. You really would love to see justice carried out, but, let's face it, it rarely happens here on 
this earth. In the long run, God sees all and will take care of the justice in the situation. -

It also helped us learn (the hard way) the meaninglessness of possessions. As hard as it was to have 
lost my grandfather's 90-year-old violin to a car thief, I could eventually appreciate that I still have my 
memories of him, even if not his possessions. It's not always an overnight lesson; very few lessons are 
learned that quickly. We have to place our trust in God and allow him to help,us forgive. 

The point of the Ephesians passage is that we are to work and not be a drain on anyone else. In 
fact, we are to work and earn a living to serve others as well as meeting our own needs; there are many in 
need .and who cannot work for one reason or another. It's our responsibility,. as a body of believers; to help 
meet each other's needs. We help others, and if we are ever in need, other believers will help us through 
our tough times. 

Also, I believe that God condemns stealing as an act of faithlessness. God promises to always meet 
our needs; if we take it upon ourselves to meet our own n"eeds through theft, we are showing no faith in 
God's care. "Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or ''What shall we drink?' or 'What 
shall we wear?' For the Gentiles seek all these things; and your heavenly Father knows that you need them 
all. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as well (Matthew 
5:31-33)." 

You may· or may not be in the "paying" work force, but keep one very important thing in mind- we 
are to be working as if for the Lord, and not for men. We need to do our best in whatever work we do. 
God gave us the talents we have and warits us to use them! 

Thoughts and Challenges: 
*If you have friends who steal, don't take part in it! Try to share God's love with them; if they reject Him, 
it's best to keep your distance. Bad company cor~upts good character. 

Prayers: 
*Pray for those who have fallen into this sin. May God show himself to them through you. 

-Linda Chivington 
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HIDDEN VERSE WORD SEARCH #6 
In the diagram, the words, phrases, and names listed below are hidden. They could be forwards, backwards, 
up, down or diagonally in the diagram. All of the words in the list comes from a certain book of the Bible. As 
you find them, shade in the letters you use (some letters will be used as part of more than one name). There 
will be 24 unused letters, and they will spell out a verse from this week's mystery book. See if you know the 
book and cah find the hidden verse in the book after you spell it out. Also see if you know where all the items 
in the .list can be found in this book. (All entries are from the NIV.) 

AARON 
" 

HEARTS SALVATION 
ALTAR IT BECAME A SNAKE SAVED . 
AMO RITES IT DID NOT BURN UP SINAI 
CALF . MANNA STRAW 
CA TILE MOSES TABERNACLE 
ENTERED NO OTHER GODS TRUSTWORTHY 
EVE~Y FIRSTBORN PASSOVER TWO TABLETS 
FROGS PHARAOH'S PALACE WILD BEASTS 
GOLD PRIEST OF MIDIAN ZIPPORAH 

p H A R A 0 H s p A L A c E 

R u E T H w E A G 0 L D v K 

I A N I s I A L c 0 E E L A 

E N T R 0 L R v A E R y s N 

s N E A u D T A L y H F T s 

T A R R B B s T F T D s E A 

0 M E A s E T I R 0 M A L E 

F 0 D A H A R 0 p p ·I z B M 

M s v y c s w N N N 0 R A A 

I E s L T T ·A E A D T M T c 

D s y B s s R p L c I E 0 E 

I 0 0 u p L T E T G L D w B 

A R R E v 0 s s A p 0 E T 'T 

N T N 0 0 T H E R G 0 D s I 

The answer will be in the bulletin next week. We hope you have enjoyed our traditional holiday puzzles. 
(Last week's hidden verse: I had to be in my Father's house, LUKE 2:49) Mark W. Garner 
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