
Fan1i/y Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry served 941 people in 1995 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: coffee (instant), spaghetti, spaghetti sauce, 

9 
12-13 
14 

Calenda1· 
January 

Elders/ Deacons Meeting 7:00pm 
Kickoff '96 Retreat 
Special Contribution 

jelly, paper towels, kleenex, pancake mix, syrup. 17 
The Food Pantry is in desperate need of workers! 20 
please do your part and sign up today on the 21 
sheet on the bulletin board in the foyer for 1996. 22 

SO's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
COCS Spelling Bee At Bellefontaine 
SO's Plus "EatOut Sunday" 
Girl's Night Out 
Baby Shower For Cheryl Muir 2:00pm 
At Lora Bradley's Home 

Special Contribution 
On January 14 we will have a Special Contribu
tion to meet many impo,rtant financial needs. We 
are hoping to have 3 times our normal collection 
that day. 

Communion Help Needed 
The-body at Northland needs brothers who are 
willing and able to serve communion during the 
1996 year. We need eight brothers a month to 
sign up. If every brother signs up for just one 
month, we will have more than enough for the 
year. Contact Mark Wheery at 263-9192 to sign 
up! . 

_Be A "Doer" 
I am only one, but I am one. I cannot do every-
thing, _but I can do something. What I can do, I 
ought to do: What I ought to do, I wil do. '.'But 
be ye doers of the wor.d, and not hearers only, 
deceiving your own selves." Uas 1 :22) 

I 

27 

(Continued from page 1) 

It is pos?ible that physrcal sensations may be 
-caused by the excitement of the discovery of the 
gospel, of course. 

But remember that the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ that lead to salvation has nothing to do with 
nerve and muscle and sinew and things to be seen 
or to be felt in the flesh. The operations or grace 
are spiritual. "/Je/ieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou ·shalt be saved" (Acts 16:31) 

Spiros Zodhiates 

Contributions Attendance 

I Last Week $4600 Weds 121 

!Avg YTD $4600 Sun Class 106 

I Russia $301 Sun AM· 217 

Avg YTD $301 Sun PM 

·services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Should Signs Be Sought 
(Part Two) 

Unbelief in Spite of Signs 
Cpnsider Israel in the wilderness. They saw great wonders 

wrought by the.Lord their God, and yet that generation perished.in their 
unbelief. Take Pharaoh. He had more signs wrought before him than any
one else and yet he did not believe. The Nile was crimsoned into blood. 
All Egypt was filled with lamentation. The Lord turned the soil into lice 
and the ashes into plagues. He brought up frogs into their chambers and 
locusts devoured their fields. He darkened the heavens at mid-day and del
uged them with hail and rains such as the land had never seen before. He 
sent a grievous pestilence upon their catt!e and death upon their firstborn. 
Yet all these wonders did not soften Pharaoh's heart. For a while he trem
bled, yet repeatedly steeled himself against the god of Israel and said, 
"Who is the lord, that I should obey his voice?" (Ex. 5:2). 

You recall the story told by our Lord of the rich man and Lazarus. 
Both died, and Lazarus was taken to heaven. But when the rich man found 
himself in a place of torment, he prayed for Lazarus to come back to earth 
in order to warn his brothers. But the message came back to him in Luke 
16:31, "If they hear not Moses and the prophets,-neither will they be per
suaded, though one rose from the dead." 

If.a person does not believe in Jesus Christ, with the evidence pre
sented in the Testaments that are already before him, neither will he be
lieve the On~ who rose from the dead, although all the plagues of Egypt 
should be tepeated upon him with tenfold fury. 

God's Motives in Refusing Signs 
The people who seek a sign, the Lord tells us, are evil. They're not igno
rant; they're not seeking a sigh because they do not know. They know the 
way of salvation and how it is obtained; they understand tre gospel. The 
scribes cind the Pharisees knew that Christ' could perform any sign, but they 
preferred to ascribe His miracles to Satan rather than to believe. 

Yes, God chose to reveal Himself in a miraculous way many times, 
but it was almost always on His own initiative. In .Luke 11 :16 we have a 
demand for a sign. The people who make demands before they will be
lieve are evil. In Matthew 12:39 our Lord calls them "an evil and adulter
ous generation." They expect to experience remarkable dreams and see 
singular visi"ons. Some people fancy they see Jesus in bodily form, but 
what would be proven if they did see a vision or a dream? Just that their 
imagination is overwrought. Others feel that in order to be saved they 
must feel some peculiar physical sensation. 

' 

(Continued on page 4) 



Family Time 
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~.aJiik; 
.. GE! DOWN TO THE TEMPLE AND FIND OUT WHAT 
HAPPENED. WE'RE GETTING ALL THESE CLAIMS 

FROM MONEY CHANGERS." 5E~ MAITHE.W 21:12. 
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Family Fun 

CRYPTO-SCRIPTURES (fifth Set) 

These puzzles are verses from the Bible written, in code. To solve them, you have to determine what 
actual letter each letter of code stands for. The name of the book the verse comes from is at the end 
of the quote (the name of the book is also in code). For further hints and instructions· on solving 
Crypto-Scriptures, see sets 1,2 or 3 in recent bulletins. 

PUZZLES 

(10) (Easy) RO WSP IRHGB ZG IKGSO VYC OY DRBL PYZG YD CYQK 

AWRELKGB FSEMRBI· RB OWG OKQOW, VQPO SP OWG DSOWGK AYZZSBLGL 
\ 

, 
QP. - PGA YB L VYWB 

-(11) (Medium) GWAXRV TXH X ELRWJV GBVGX~VH XEH CX~RVEVH Rr RTV 

JBLKK. WR BVXH: SVKDK LC EXMXBVRT, RTV NWEO LC RTV SVPK. 

- SLTE 

(12) (Hard) "OSVH XST, EHJ AB CHi\:iBSX JSKHJLHC," BMWB JLH ESCG. "JLSAKL 

WSAC BFXB MCH EFPH BOMCEHJ, JLHW BLMEE NH MB TLFJH MB BXST." 

- FBMFML 

Last week's answers: 7) I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and r in him, 
he will bear much fruit. -John (15:5); 8) Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but 
also to the interests of others. - Philippians (2:4); 9) Then the Lord said to Joshua, "See, I have 
delivered Jericho ·into your hands, along with its king and its fighting men." .- Joshua (6:2) 

- -

There are no hints this week! The answers, and new puzzles, will appear next week. -Mark Carner 
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Fan1ily Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: spaghetti sauce, paper towels, kleenex, 
pancake mix, syrup, beef stew, canned juice, 
muffin mix, hot cereal. 

Special Contribution 
Today we will have a Special Contribution to 
meet many important financial needs. We are 
hoping to have 3 times our normal collection 
that day. 

Calendar 
January 

14 Special Contribution 
17 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
20 COCS Spelling Bee At Bellefontaine. 
21 50's Plus "EatOut Sunday" 
22 Girl's Night Out 
27 Baby Shower For Cheryl Muir 2:00pm 

At Lora Bradley's Home 

(Continued from page 1) 

And He indicated that Thomas' faith was weak 
when He said, "Blessed are they that have not 

Baby Shower· , I seen, and yet have believed" Uohn 20:29). 

The·re will be a baby shower for Cheryl Muir Sat
urday, January 27th at 2:00 pm at the home of 
Lora Bradley. Gifts suggestions and directions are 
on the bulletin board. If Cheryl delivers the week 
of January 21st; the shower,will be postponed 
until February 17th. Any questions see Lora 
Bradley, Jenny Coate, Linda Garner, Lisa 
Kissinger, or Angela Stafa. 

New Age? 
We cannot delude ourselves that the so-called 
"New Age" movement will le·ad toward a re
newal of religion. It is only a new way of practic
ing gnosticism-that attitude of the spirit that, in 
the name of a profound knowledge of God, re
sults in distorting his word and replacing it with 
purely human words. 

Signs, wonders, excitements, observances 
- I need them not to make me trust in thee, 0 Lord. 
I feel Thy power in my heart, Thy presence mov
ing in my life. I hear Thy voice. It is enough. My 
spirit knows its sound ahd claims it as the rightful 
master of my being. I have not seen, but oh, my 
Savior, I have felt and I believe. 

Spiros Zodhiates 

Contributions Attendance 

last Week Weds 150 

AvgYTD Sun Class 130 

Russia Sun AM 202 

-Karol Wojtyla I Avg YTD 
I 

$3978 

$4289 

$122 

$212 Sun PM 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold; Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Gr'eg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist:• Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Should Signs Be Sought 
(Part Three) 

Are Signs Necessary Today? 
, Some people think that these signs are necessary even today, as the 

scribes and Pharisees thought them necessary in Jesus,' day. Why did the 
Lord Jesus sometimes perform miracles and at other times refuse? To some 
men these signs may have been necessary. For some men, signs and won
ders of one kind or another, ceremonies, symbols, or outward excitements 
may be required even today. Let us not deny their needfulness at times. 
But those times are chosen o~ly by God Himself. We can never demand 
them ~s a condition of belief. Because some of us can do without them, 
we must not impose our liberty on others. But we must not concede that 
they ca'n give life, though they may support it. We must not make them a 
primary necessity. We must not imagine that a Christianity not adorned, 
but encumbered, with them is anything but a lower type of Christianity. 

We must recall what went before our Lord spoke these words 
about his refusal to perform a .sign. He gave a parable about a hose being 
cleaned and "adorned" but empty. Now, the word "adorn-ed" may some-

• times refer to the adorning with signs. The people who have nothing to do 
with Christianity at all are the ones most interested in signs. They are not 
the born again believers, those who have accepted the grace of God, but 
pseudo-Christians, who believe in some kind of, reformation or salvation by 
good works. ~,, 

True Believers Shof!/d Not Seek a Sign 
True believers should never seek a sign. But if it plea~es God to 

give them a sign, they will accept it and see the purpose for it. I believe 
that the insistence on signs, or the craving for any form of the religion of 
signs or the religion of superstitious wonder, is an element of disease in the 
church. It is· analogous to the spirit that helped to bring Christ Jesus to His 
death. Sometimes, He gave way to it.when He saw the heart was true, as 
when He touched Nathanael's wavering faith through wonder, or when he 
condescended to 'the doubt of Thomas. But He then led Nathanael to a 
more spiritual region. You remember His words, "Thou s_halt see greater 
things than these" - a divine union between heaven and earth through the 
medium of the son of man Uohn 1 :50,51 ). 

The greater miracles that the Lord promised that His disciples 
would do were spiritual miracles, not merely external signs. 

(Continued on page 4) 



Ser11ing 6od 

ARE WOMEN INFERIOR TO MEN? 

Are women inferior to men? Are we only 
second-rate creatures? 

It would be surprising how many people would 
openly answer "yes" to those questions. Even · 
women, sometimes, are so defensive that they 
are subconsciously answering, "Yes." 

Why is it that often when a woman reaches a 
post of authority, she is hard and demanding in 
her dealings? Is it because she has lived so long 
un'der the cloud of being counted inferior that 
she is going to the extrem~ to prove that she is 
not? When a woman runs a shop, usually she is 
even more "business-like" than her husband 
would be because, subconsciously, she is 
proving to him and to herself that she is not 
inferior. -

But we don't have to compete with men and 
become ~ard, uncompromising and 
unsympathetic to prove our worth. Actually, 
God never intended women and men to be in 

.competition with each other. He intended, 
rather, that they form teams, working together in 
harmony. 

Yesterday I dropped a dish. It broke into two . 
parts, with a long uneven edge on each piece. 
picked them up and put them back together, the. 
"ins" fitting "outs" or the other, so that the plate 

. looked whole again. 

A man alone, or a woman alone, would be 
something like one half of my broken plate. 
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god formed them so that the two parts would fit 
perfectly together to form a whole. 

The bodies of men and women are different. 
Neither is "inferior" to the other, but both are 
made according to the individual roles God 
intended for them to fil I. 

Women and men are not alike emotionally. A 
man must carry the responsibility for the family. 
Day after day he must go to his job and face 
the challenges of the world. So, generally, men 
are steady, enduring, not easily discouraged. A 
woman, on the other hand, needs gentleness 
and tenderness in the care of her children, in 
the encouragement of her husband. She 
should provide in the home the haven of peace 
he needs. Yet, even though a womah may be 
weaker, physically, than a man, and even 
though she may be gentle, this does not mean 
that she is weak in spirit or ih character. Often 
when a man is discouraged, it is his wife's 
strength, her faith in him and the future, that 
enables him to go on. In this way they are 
helpers for each other, as God intended. 

Spiritually, too, a woman usually has great 
strength. She has more time to study and learn 
about God, more time to, pray. She is with the 
children and can teach them. She can 
encourage her husband in his spiritual growth. 
So, in this area, the Christian woman can do 
much to shape her home life .. 

No, woman is not inferior 'to man in any way. 
Both are carefully fitted by God for each other 
and for the work he has giveri them to do. For 
this we should be thankful. 

-Betty Choate, The World Evangelist 

Fa111ily Fun 

CRY~TO-SCRIPTURES (Sixth Set) 

These puzzles are verses from the Bible written in code. To solve them, you have to determine what 
actual letter each letter of code stands for. The name of the book the verse comes from is at the end 
of the quote (the name of the book is also in code). For further hints and instructions on solving 
Crypto-Scriptures, see sets 1,2 or 3 in recent bulletins. 

PUZZLES 

(13) (Easy) JPC RFXT SE QFFT JF JPFEC LPFE<; PFMC SE SA PSB, JF JPC FAC 

LPF ECCUE PSB; SJ SE QFFT JF LVSJ WDSCJRG HFX JPC EVRIVJSFA FH JPC 

RFXT. - RVBCAJVJSFAE 

(14) (Medium) XAW XC LSXEW MPELWAPAZ RKE K RXTKA AKTWB 

MOB PK, K BWKMWF PA DGFDMW NMXLS CFXT LSW N PLO XC 

LSOKLPFK. - KNLE 

(15) (Hardf LBVVGAEP QSG TZACGDL RT K SBFKA SKAV KJJGKDGV KAV 

IDRQG RA QSG JEKLQGD RT QSG IKEE, AGKD QSG EKFJLQKAV ZA QS~ 

DRPKE JKEKHG. -VKAZGE 

Last week's answers: 1 O) It has given me great joy to find some of your shildren walking in the truth, 
just as the Father commanded us. - Second John (v.4); 11) Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened 
to the cross. It read: Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. - John (19: 19); 12) "Come now, let us 
reason together," says the Lord. "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow." 
- Isaiah (1 : 18) -
There are no hints this week! The answers will appear next week. -Mark Carner 
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Family lnfo1.,nation 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: coffee (instant), spaghetti, spaghetti sauce, 
jelly, paper towels, kleenex, pancake mix, syrup. 

Baby Shower 
There will be a baby shower for Destiny Thomas 
on February 24th at the Thorne's. See Billy 
Thorne, Emily Thorne, or Ursula Champney for 
gi,ft i.deas. 

Congratulations , 
Joe Sulkin and Demian Harris, both teenagers, 
were baptized Tuesday the 16th, Joe's dad was 
baptized'January 11th in Georgia. 

'.:l'.I:·'. 

.v·:, . 
· ;~;,, . Congratulations 
-~araf.l·and Destiny Thomas are the proud parents 
of a baby boy. Austin Jamal was born January 
13th and weighed 71bs 12 oz. 
David And Cheryl Muir. are the proud parents of 
a baby girl. Allison Chappell Muir was born Jan
·uary 14th, weighed 6 lb. 12 oz and was 19 
inches long. ' 

Change Of Address 
David and Cheryl, Muir have a new address.and 
phone Number. It is: 6604 Merry Lane,-colum
bus Ohio 43229, 899-0824. 

21 
22 

27· 

7 
9-10 
16-18 
17 

18 
21 

Calendar 
January 

SO's Plus "EatOut Sunday" 
Girl's Night Out 6:30pm Hometown 
Buffet, Morse Rd. 
Baby Sh9wer For Cheryl Muir 2:0Qpm 
At Lora Bradley's Home ' 

February· 
SO's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Parenting Seminar 
Winterfest · 
COCS Spaghetti Dinner/Silent Auction 
6:00pm In The Annex 
Sd's Plus "EatOut Sunday" 
SO's Plus Meeting In The Annex 

ANSWERS TO FINAl PUZZLE SET: 13) The Lord is 
good to,those whose hope is in nim, to the one who 
~~eks him; it is good to wait quietly for the salvation 
of the Lord. - Lamentations (3:25-26); 14) One of 
those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer 
in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira. - Acts 
(16:14); 15) Suddenly the fingers of a human hand 
appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall, near 
the lampstand in the royal palace. - Daniel (5:~) 

Contributions 

last Week 

AvgYTD 

Russia 

Avg YTD 

$1i621 

$7066 

$282 

$235 

Attendance 

Weds 

Sun Class 

Sun AM 

Sun PM 

166 

173 

271: 

144 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:'00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen; Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini; Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell'Estep, Oreg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry.Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus,' OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Borrowed Trouble 

Part One) 

A friend of mine was worried about her 12~year-old son who was doing 
poorly in school. "Donna," I said, "I'm sure you have taken this to the 
Lord, haven't you?" She said she had - but she was still worrying. 

Mark Twain said, "I am an old man and have known many troubles -
but most of them never happened." Psychologists say that nine-tenths' 
of the things people worry about never happen at all! 

Why do we often make ourselves miserable by worrying? Certainly 
God does not want His children to live like this. He wants us to have 
His peace and joy in our hearts by having complete faith in Him day by 
day, regardless of circumstances. Worry tears away our trust in God. . 
When we worry, we also borrow trouble; our lives. are ruled by a spirit 
of fear. We may take our burdens to the Lord - and then rise from our 
'khees with our problems still heavy on our minds. 

Jesus told His disciples, "So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' 
or 'What shall we drink?' or '.What shall we wear?' Fior the pagans run 
after all these things and your heavenly Father knows that you need 
them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well!" (Matt. 6:31-33, NIV). 

The Apostle Paul wrote to the Philippians again and again, "Rejoice in 
the Lord." All the.odds were against him when he wrote that letter. He 
was a prisoner of the Romans, facing possible death. But he knew what 
rejoicing in the Lord could dd in the face of impossible odds. 

H.G. Bosch said in Our Daily Bread: "Though the pathway leads 
through canyons of care and valleys of vexation, those who are guided 
by the Good Shepherd always find green pastures." 

The Bible teaches that we reap what we sow. When we borrow trou
ble, we usually end up paying interest on it. The interest is paid in the 
form of psychosomatic ailments; mental and emotional problems that 
cause trouble in all of our relationships; and loss of our peace, joy, and 
Christian testimony. · -Muriel Larson 

', 
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IH15 15 WHERE IT HAPPENED. BUT THAT WAS 
YEARS AGO AND NOBODY HAS HEARD FROM THAT 

FAMILY SINCE." See MAffiiEW 2:15-15. 
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6rowth In Jes11s 

KNOWING GOD 
THROUGH HIS WORD: 

INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION 
(Week One) 

In our Autu'mn series, we discussed the purpose 
of studying the Scriptures, the ways to use each 
different portion of the Bible, and some of the ba
sics of good Bible study habits. Once you have 

, developed some confidence in these areas, you 
can move on to learn the best ways correctly to 
interpret and apply what you read in God's 
Word. 

Importance of Correct Interpretation and Appli
cation - Two Important Goals 
There are two reasons why it is important to take 
the time to learn how to use the Bible. We must 
learn to avoid the false teachings that come 
through incorrect use of the Scriptures, and we 
must also learn· how to see the full message that 
God has for you, not missing anything. 

The Bible contains so much material that it can 
be used to prove pretty much anything, if one's 
purpose is not to learn what God has to say but to 
use Scripture to support one's own beliefs or stan
dards. Here is a droll example: 

"God's Plan For Your Life!" - a) "Throwing down 
the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed; 
and he went and hanged himself." (Matt. 27:3) b) 
"Jesus said to him, 'Go and do likewise' (Luke 
10:37b) c) "Jesus said to him, 'Do quickly what 
you are going to do"' Uohn 13:27). 

These verses are all literal and mean just what 
they say, but in this contrived example they are 

3 

taken out of context to force a connection that 
God never made. This is a silly 'example, but .it 
is no more an abuse of the Scriptures than a great 
many other things taught in the religious world, 
including the churches of Christ. Any time one 
tries to tie together a list of isolated verses, it will 
probably lead .to some misleading conclusions. 
Each Scripture must be taken in its context. We 
must learn how to establish the context of any 
Scripture we read. 

Our other goal is to make sure to catch the full 
value and force of what God is saying. Simply 
avoiding a misinterpretation does not guaranty 
that we hav~ learned all that God wants to say. 
For example, Hebrews 4: 12-13 is used regularly 
to teach unbelievers that the Wprd of God has 
authority and power. But most believers tear the 
passage out of the rest of the book of Hebrews, 
and thus miss th~ main points the Holy Spirit was 
really making. Hebrews was vyritten to edify and 
challenge Christians, not unbelievers! Studied in 
context, the verses become much more ·powerfu I 
- the Holy Spirit leads up to this statement by 
demonstrating the power and superiority of God 
and 'of Jesus', using powerful examples from the 
history of God's people to illustrate how God's 
Word works in human lives, and by calling the · 
readers to an examination of their faithfulness to 
God. The reference to the Willd. of God in
cludes, but is not limited to, the written Scrip
tu.res; the verse is calling believers to acknowl
edge the full superiority of God's will in all re
spects. In particular, there is a call to acknowl
edge that following Jesus is the only option avail
able for anyone who wants real life. And this 
meaning is made much more powerful by the 
thoughts that preceded these verses. 

-Mark Garner 



Family lnfo1mation 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: paper towels, kleenex, beef stew, toilet 
tissue, jelly, rice. 

Help Needed 
Five Central Ohio Christian School sixth graders 
have the opportunity of a lifetime. They will 
travel to Barnaul, a city in Siberia, Russia, to be a 
part of the student body at the Barnaul Christian 
School. The trip will take place in April/May, 
1996. The sixth graders going to Russia are Brian 
Barozzini, Kourtni Dunkin, Ricardo Murph, 
Chrystal Peterson, and Aaron Shorts. Accompa
nying teachers are Billie Thorne and Betty 
Chapell. Please help. us in raising the money we 
need for this trip. No gift is too small. Please 
make all gifts payable to Central Ohio Chri~tian 
School. You may designate the recipient of your 
gift and it will be credited to that-person's ac
count. Please also watch in future bulletins for 
further details on how you can help, and please 
pray for our efforts as we prepare for this oppor
tunity to minister for Christ. 

7 
9-10 
16-18 
17 

18 . 

19 
21 
24 
25 

Calendar 
February 

50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Parenting Seminar 
Winterfest 
COCS Spaghetti Dinner/Silent Auction 
6:00pm In The-Annex 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Ladies Night Out 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Baby Shower For Destiny Thomas 

Orient Correctional Institute 

Great Ideas 

If you have a suggestion or ideas for the bulletin 
material, please present them to Mark Garner or 
leave a note in his box i'n the church office. We 
would especially like more articles from the 
Northland members. 

Contributions Attendance 
·· Baby Shower 

There will be a baby shower for Destiny Thomas I Last Week $5892 Weds 152 

February 24th at 2:30 pm at the home of Billie Avg YTD $6773 Sun Class 164 
Thorne. See Billie or Emily Thorne or Ursela 
Champney for gift suggestions. 

S-ervices 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Russia $303 Sun AM 281 

AvgYTD $252 Sun PM 193 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Borrowed Trouble 
(Part Two) 

Pessimism and inordinate self-concern can lead to mental and emotional 
problems. These unchristian attitudes of mind can cause us to become 
neurotic or psychotic., And what misery we can bring to ourselves and our . 
families when we become that way! Christians who borrow trouble are de
feated persons. They may long. for victory over sin and self, but their lives 
are a series of failures. Their testimonies for Christ are poor because of this. 
Their hearts and lives are often in turmoil, for they lack the peace and joy 
that characterize the mature Christian. · 

How can we avoid borrowing trouble and paying such exorbitant interest 
on it? By putting everything we have in God's Trust Fund. First we put 
ourselves in it. We turn our bodies, lives, and minds over to the Lord 

(Rom. 12:1). We can certainly trust the Lord to take good care of some
thing that belongs to Him, can't we? 

The commitment, of course, means that we will be willing to obey the Lord 
in everything and seek His guidance daily. God's principles for living are 
found in His Word. It recommends prop.er care of 9ur bodies. It warns us 
against intemperance of any kind. It reminds us that our bodies are the 
temple of God. 

"Commit to the Lord whatever you do," Proverbs 16:3 says, "and your 
thoughts shall be established." Isn't it in our minds where we do most of 
our borrowing of trouble? By leaning completely on the Lord - truly trust
ing in Him - we c·an save ourselves much heartache. Faith protects Chris
tians from the fiery darts of the devil. When we find doubts and fears in 
our minds, we can quickly flee to the Lord in prayer. "Do not be anxious 
about anything," Philippians 4:6,7 says, "but in everything by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace 
of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus" (NIV). 

When we stop borrowing trouble and put everything we have in the Lord's 
- Trust Fund, we realize wonderful dividends. We will be bl,essed in inany 
ways Oer. 17:7), and a spirit of thanksgiving will dominate our thinking. 
We are assured of the Lord's guidance (Prov. 16:3), which will help us out 
of many a problem; of His provision for all our needs (Phi I. 4: 19); of an
swered prayer and joy Oohn 16:24), and of peace at all times. 

Muriel Larson 



Ser11ing 6od 

ANOTHER WAY TO SERVE 

A young man accepted for the African 
missionary field reported at New York for 
passage, but found on further examination 
that his wife could not stand the climate. 
He was heartbroken, but he prayerfully 
returned to his home and determined to 
make all the money he could, to be used in 
spread_ing the Kingdom of God over the 
world. His father, a dentist, had started to 
make, on the side, an unfermented wine for 

1 the communion service. The young man 
took the business over and developed it 
until it assumed vast proportions. His name 
was Welch, whose family still manufactures 
grape juice. He has given literally hundreds 
of thousands of dollars to the work of 
missions. 

1 Think of ways which you can serve God 
despite your human frailties. God wants 
our willing hearts! 

Broadcaster 

2 

PUT ON TRUE BEAUTY 
"Follow after patience" (1 Tim. 6:11 ). 

Patience is the guardian of faith, the 
preserver of peace, the cherisher of love, 
the teacher of humility. Patience governs 
the flesh, strengthens the spirit, sweetens 
the temper, stifles anger, extinguishes envy, 
subdues pride. It bridles the tongue, 
restrains the hand, tramples upon 
temptations, endures persecutions, 
consummates martyrdom. 

Patience produces unity in the church, 
loyalty in the state, harmony in families 
and societies. It comforts the poor and 
moderates the rich. It makes us humble in 
prosperity, cheerful in adversity, unmoved 
by calamity and reproach. It teaches us to 
forgive those who have injured us, and to 
be the first in asking forgiveness of those 
whom we have injured; it delights the 
faithful, and invites the unbelieving; it 
adorns the woman, and approves the man: 
it is beautiful in either sex and every age. 

Patience is clothed in the robes of the 
martyrs and in its hand it holds a scepter in 
the form of a cross. It rides not in the 
whirlwinq and stormy tempest of passion; 
but its throne is the humble and contrite 
heart, and its kingdom is the kingdom of 
peace. 

The Sacred Garland 
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Growth In Jesus 

KNOWING GOD 
THROUGH HIS WORD: 

INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION 
(Week Two) 

Introduction to Interpretation and Application 
These are two different jobs to do in studying 
Scripture. Interpretation. is the process of deter
mining what a book or passage in the Scriptures 
meant to those who wrote and read it first, i.e. in 
its historical and situational context. Application 
is the job of then establishing, after understq.nding 
a Scripture's original intent, what message it has 
to you and I, or to th~ church, at the present time. 
Note the sequence: . interpretation must come 
first. then application. 

In interpreting a Scripture, we would ask such 
questions as: "Who wrote this? Why was it origi
nally written? When was it written? Is there im
po·rtant background information I should know?" 
We would use the answers to such questions 
when we study the passage to help us discern the 
teaching and goals that God was presenting. 
(This process is often called "exegesis", which is 
really just a fancy word for "interpretation"; it is a 
term also used in areas of study other than the 
Bible.) 

in the passage, as directed to the original readers, 
would apply to our own lives today. The often 
misunderstooci ciuestion of c.ultural comparison 
also comes in _ when we study application of 
Scripture. (There is another fancy term you hear 
from time to time - "hermeneutics" - that really 
just means "application".) 

Before going further, make sure you understand 
the difference between interpreting and applying, 
and make sure you remember the key point of 
this section: you must correctly interpret a pas
sage before you can correctly apply it. A passage 
cannot mean what never could have meant to its 
original readers. 

The Importance of Context 
Context is the key to interpretation and appl ica
tion. There are two kinds of context to keep track 
of: historical context (the situation or background 
surrounding a passage of Scripture) and literary 
context (the train of thought followed by the Holy 
Spirit in addressing the situation, or in explaining 
the teachings involved). Keeping both in mind 
when studying the Scriptures will ensure that you 
will use them as God -intended. Though people 
in our countri often tend (very 'arrogantly) to as
sume that our society is unique, and that the situ
ations we find ourselves in today are new and un
precedented, the truth is that there is nothing of 
any spiritual importance that hasn't already been 
forseen by the Spirit of God in the Bible. 

When we look to~ a Scripture, we must ask Now we are ready to look at some examples next 
such questions as: "How is this situation the same time! 
as mine, or the church's, at the present? In what 
ways is it different? Are the similarities (or differ-
ences) in the spiritual essentials, or in unimpor- ·-Mark Garner 
tant superficial ways? Am I to take this passage as 

_ a command from God, or merely as food for 
thought?" These and other questions would help 
us determine to what extent the actual teachings 

3 



Family lnfor1nation 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: coffee (instant), spaghetti; spaghetti sauce, 
jello, paper towels, kleenex, pancake mix, syrup, 
pudding, beef stew, crackers, noodles. 

Spaghetti Dinner 
This year's COCS spaghetti dinner on February 
15th will benefit the 5 COCS sixth graders who 
are traveling to Russia this Spring. There is a lim
ited number o(tickets for sale the price is $5.00 
for adults, $3.50 for children 10 and under. Tick-
ets wi II be avai I able for sale February 11th after 

Calendar 
February 

7 · SO's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
9-10 Parenting Seminar 
1 6-18 Wi nterfest 
17 COCS Spaghetti Dinner/Silent Auction 

6:00pm In The Annex 
18 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
19 Girl's Night Out . 
21 SO's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
24 Baby Shower For Destiny Thotnas 
25 Orient Correctional Institute 

service in the foyer, or you can purchase them in 
the school ~ffice. Next w~ek'~ bulletin will have 1-1------W-. _or_k_W_a_n_t_e_d-------11 
further details on the Russia trip. 

Parenting Seminar 
If you are planning to attend the "Parenting and 
More" seminar in 2 weeks, and if you will need 
child care, please complete the child care pre
registration form and turn it in to Ray Thorne. 

Thank You 
We would like to thank the church for the 
prayers that were lifted on our and Austin's be
half, the visits, the cards, presents and meals that 
were provided for us. This truly shows Christian

Some of our Northland teens are planning to go 
tb Winterfest 96 in Gatlinburg Tenn. They are 
needing to raise money to go. If you would like 
to donate money or if you. have work they can 
do to raise money, contact Brenda Moore, 
Akile, Lewie, or Mike.· 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $4046 . Weds 140 

Avg YTD $6227 Sun Class 
ity in motion. 

Destiny and Aaron Thomas 1 Russia $213 Sun AM 

173 

225 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

. -

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Avg YTD $244 Sun PM 104 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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His Image 
1 There was a sadness in his face 

as he spoke to me, 
The r:narks of suffering I could see, 

were signs of victory. 

A greater depth of character 
lies in the path of pain 

And suffering brings beauty, 
exceeding worldly gain. 

Look back into your past again, 
recall the way you trod, 

The struggles were designed 
to bring you near to God. 

And those times of uncertainty 
which drive you to His feet, 
By faith the mists are lifted 
as with our God we meet. 

It's never times of pleasure 
which we c~re to recall, 
The shallow is forgotten 

as we look o'er memory's wall. 

But when times of testing 
come calling forth our best 

Our courage then is challenged 
and faith is manifest. 

He spoke of days that he had spent 
ih service to the Lord; 

Although there was much sacrifice, 
great joy was his reward. 

God adds not only "years to 11fe" 
but also "life to years"; 

The way to everlasting joy 
I ies through a vale of tears. 

To bear the marks of Jesus 
and witness to His Grace, 

Brings out His graceful image 
and imprints it on the face. 

Earl L. Cornelius 



Family Time 
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.. BALAAM'5 BACK-AND HE EITHER WANTS HIS 
MONEY BACK OR A NON-TALKING MODEL." 

5EE NUM6ER5 22:2~. 
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6rowth /11 Jesus 

KNOWING GOD 
THROUGH HIS WORD: 

INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION 
(Week Three) 

Finding Historical Context 
We begin the study of any book of the Bible by 
?Sking some basic questions. What kind of liter
ature is it? What is the main purpose or theme of 

- the book? How does it fit in with the overall 
plan of the Bible? Further background details, if 
known, help also, such as knowing the author, 
addressees, and date of the book. As shown by 
the example below, any or all of these may be 
important in understanding the meaning and 
message. 

Historical Context - Examples 
These examples illustrate some of the many 
ways historical context can be important to inter
preting the Scriptures. Remember that part of 
the context is to understand the type of Bible lit
erature you are studying. · 

Example 1: 1 & 2 Timothy 
These two books were written late in Paul's life 
to an individual, Timothy, whom Paul had been 
training to take over important responsibilities: 
Understanding this situation helps in two impor
tant ways: a) certain instructions are only for 
Timothy or others in his position, and do not 
necessarily apply to all believers (e.g. 1 Tim . 
4: 1 3, 5: 19-20); b) the situation adds urgency to 
Paul.'s instructions, especially in 2 Timothy, e.g. 
2 Tim. 4: 1-8. 

Example 2: Galatians 
Galatians was written to believers who had 

3 

turned to law (rather than faith) by obeying 
those who taught that circumcision was _required 
for salvation. Understanding exactly what had 
happene<;i (in detail) helps us understand what 
"living by law" is and is not. Studying in context 
helps us to see a) God hates and condemns any 
standard of salvation based on human activity; 
b) God's definition of "living by law" refers iln.l¥ 
to attempts to~ salvation, and doesn't in
clude many things that humans call "legalism", 
such as guilt motivation or tenacious adherence 
to tradition. These things are not constructive, 
but the harsh condemnations in Galatians do 
not refer to them unless they lead to new condi
tions of salvation, that attempt to earn it. 

Example 3: .Prophetic Books 
Nowhere is Historical Context more important, 
since most of the prophetic books make no 
sense at all except in their historical setting. 
Most of them can be connec;:ted with events de
scribed in detail in the O.T. historical books, so 
we can then read about events the prophet 
refers to. The prophetic books give a different 
side (a way of seeing God's plans from his own 
viewpoint) on events covered in narratives. 

\ 

You will notice that just these few examples 
show how context is important both in avoiding 
false teachings and in getting the full message 
that God has for us. · 

-Mark Garner 



Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: paper towels, kleenex, beef stew, toilet 
tissue, jelly, rice. 

Welcome 
Heather Redick place membership Sunday 
evening. Please welcome her to Northland. 

Singles 
The first monthly singles eat-out Sunday lunch 
will be February 18th. Time and location will be 
announced later. See Vickie Thomas for more I 

information. 

·oirectory Update 
Tammy Chatfield's new address is 2262 Medina 
Ave, Columbus Ohio 43211. Her new phone 
number is 784-9928. 

The One' Who ..• 
Jesus is the One Who wept, yet He dries our 
tears; the One Who was sold for the price of a 
common slave, yet He redeemed man from sin; 
The One Who was led as a lamb to the slaugh~ 
ter, yet He is om Good Shepherd; the One Who 

'died and gave His life1 and by his dying made it · 
possible for us to be saved. 

16-18 
17 

18 
19 
21 
21 
24 
23-25 
25 

Calendar 
February 

Winterfest 
toes Spaghetti Dinner/Silent Auction 
6:00pm In The Anne~ (See Page 2) 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Ladies Night Out 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Prison Chaplains Vjsit Northland 
Baby Shower For Destiny Thomas 

Vision '96 At Reynoldsburg 
Orient Correctional Institute 

Work Wanted 

Some of our Northland teens are planning to go 
to Winterfest 96 in Gatlinburg Tenn. They are 
needing to· raise money to go. If you would like 
to donate money or if you have work they can 
do to raise money, contact Brenda Moore, Akili, 
Lewie, or Mike: The money has to be in by 
Wednesday February 14th. 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $5339 Weds 

AvgYTD $6079 Sun Class 

V.P. Black 1 Russia $176 

$233 

Sun AM 

147 

153 

267 

services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Setvlce 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

AvgYTD Sun PM 121 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Ba~ghman, John Bradley, Lynn C~~pney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt1 Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
-Evangelist: Terry Moore, Tom Bar$ardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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What Does Blessed Mean 
"Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven," says 
our Lord 1n Matthew 5:3. 

"Blessedness" (makariotes) was a quality attributed by the ancient Greeks to 
the gods. The gospel writers used this Greek word to convey Christ's 
teachings about the ,inward condition of the soul of man whe~ it is indwelt 
by God through the Lord Jesus Christ in the new birth. This term was used 
to express the joy and happiness experienced by the dead. But Christ came 
to tell us that it is not necessary to wait until we are dead to enjoy the full
ness of God - we can do it right here and now by having God in us. - and 
death is merely an extension of the blessedness of life. 

The ancient Greeks also used the word makarios to denote someone or 
something that is self-sufficient, that neither needs nor is dependent on the 
outside world for its essential sustenance. Of course, we cannot say that 
the Christian is sclf-sufficient; but, since he is indwelt by God through Jesus 
Christ, he becomes .G..Qd-sufficient. The outer circumstances of the world 
can nelther create the inner joy and satisfaction of his life nor can they re-
ally affect or cancel th.em. · 

Not Circumstance-Conditioned 
The. Christian is God-sufficient and not circumstance-conditioned. That, in -
brief, is the meaning of the word makarioi, "blessed," as used in the Beati
tudes. Don't ever equate it with the words "happiness" or "happy," be
cause these come from "hap," which refers to chance. The joy of the Chris
tian's life does not depend on chance but on Providence. chance may 
make you happy, but it will never make you blessed. Only God can do 
that. 

The Lord tells us in Matthew 5:3 that those who are "poor in spirit" are 
blessed. The verb "are" is not found in the original Greek text, but it can be 
understood. We could very well translate it as "Oh, the blessedness of 
those who are poor in spirit!" 

Who makes this exdamation? First, the Lord Jesus Christ, who states that 
blessedness is the natural and inescapable outcome of a certain condition. 
It is similar to a doctor's saying, "If you rest, if you take this rY)edicine, the 
result will be thus and so." That is what the Lord does here. He says that 
where the condition of poverty of spirit exists, the result is blessedness. · 
This is the pronouncement of One who knows. He diagnoses. He pre
scribes, and He foretells the result. 

Spiros Zodhiates 



Ser11i11g God 

C.O.C.S. STUDENTS GET 
OPPORTUNITY FOR RUSSIA TRIP 

Five Central Ohio Christian School sixth 
graders have the opportunity of a lifetime. 
They will travel to' Barnaul, a city in Siberia, 
Russia, to be part of the student body at the 
Barnaul Christian School. The trip will take 
place in April/May, 1996. The sixth graders 
going to Russia are Brian Barozzini, Kourtni 
Dunkin, Ricardo Murph, Crystal Peterson, 
and Aaron Shorts. Accompanying teachers 
are Billie Thorne and Betty Chappell. 

Five Barnaul Christian School students and 
two teachers will be part of C.0.C.S. for 2 
weeks in April. Barnaul Christian School is 
in its second year of operation and has 
seventy students enrolled in their program. 
Bible study and English classes are held 
each day. Five students have become 
Christians. 

A Barnaul public school administrator will 
accompany them to Columbus. The 
purpose of his visit is to learn more about 
Christian education. 

Our student mission team has been learning 
Russian words and has taste-tested Russian 
food. We will study more about Russian 
culture and history as we prepare for our 
trip. We will spend sometime preparing 
ourselves spiritually. 

2 

Each C.O.C.S. student needs to raise $1,500 
to cover the cost of airfare, lodging and food 
in Moscow, passport and visa, and other 
incidentals. Four Russian students and one 
teacher also need financial help. 

C.O.C.S. is involved in fund raising efforts 
to help meet these costs. A candy sale in 
the fall, monthly Market Day sales, and hot 
lunch meals are part of our efforts. 
Relatives and friends are-contributing to 
individual student accounts. Plans for the 
winter arid spring include a Spagh'etti 
Dinner in February and a Gospel Sing in 
March. Supporting the fund raising is 
greatly appreciated. 

As a friend and supporter of Central Ohio 
Christian School, would you be able to help 
us reach our goal? A monetary gift of any 
amount would be appreciated. No gift is 
too small and all gifts are tax deductible. · 
Please m~ke al I gifts payable to Central _ 
Ohio Christian School. You may designate 
the recipient of your gift and it will be 
credited to that person 's account. 

Please pray for our efforts as we prepare for 
this opportunity to minister for Christ. 

Sincerely, Betty Chappell 

6rowtl1 In Jesus 

KNOWING GOD 
THROUGH HIS WORD: 

INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION 
(Week Four) 

Literary Context (Train of Thought) 
After learning the background and purpose of a 
book, we then establish its train of thought, the 
way that passages in the book relate to each 
other and to the book's theme. We do this to 
avoid taking Scriptures out of context and to be 
able to distinguish between the main points and 
the side issu_es. This is particularly important in 
the epistles. We need a good overview of a 
book before we can analyze particular passages. 
The Holy Spirit wrote each book of the Bible as 
a unit, and intended us to study them in their en
tirety, not by sloppily patching together bits and 
pieces from different books. Truly to understand 
a book of the Bible requires the necessary disci
pline, and attention span, to work through the 
main line of thought before trying to apply indi
vidual verses. 

We shall show how to do this is by working a 
detailed example, studying the short book of 

Jude. Take a few verses at a time that seem to ex-
press a basic thought, and try to put what's being 
said in your own words. If you have time, read 
through Jude yourself, and for each few verses 
write down what seems to be the main thought
your answers don't need to match mine exactly. 
We could summarize the main train of thought 
in Jude like this: 

5~7), but there are some who are not afraid to 
presume to speak for God - what horrible; de
structive pride! (v. 8-13) Such people ,forget that 
God will execute fearful judgement on the. un
godly (v. 14-16). Ignore such arrogant people 
and don't be like them! (v. 17-19) Instead, live 

·-to love God and his people, and be quick to 
bring people to God, though you should hate 
and fear their sin (v. 20-23). All praise to God, 
who will help us stand to the end! (v. 24-25) 

Now - we do llQ1 do this to ignore the rest of the 
book, but rather to put it all in context. Having 
discerned the main emphasis, we can correctly 
use any particular verse. Two examples from 
Jude: Example A: v.6 refers to the punishment 
brought on angels who disobeyed God. As we 
see from above, the book's theme is a warning 
against rejecting God by making ourselves or 
other humans equal with God - this helps us to 
see that v.6 is not meant as a dissertation about 
the angels themselves, but rather as a solemn 
warning to us that if God did not spare these an
gels when they became unfaithful to his purpose, 
he's riot going to spare humans either. Example 
B: v.9 prompts many readers to speculate on 
what this "teaches" about angels, the devil, and 
our bodies after death. We can see from the 
context that is not talking about any of these 
fhings, but is again a warning to humans to not 
consider ourselves equal to spiritual beings. 

Note that what we've done is not Just write a dis
jointed outline in the style of NIV section head
ings; we have paraphrased the Holy Spirit's line 
of thought so that we can put everything in con
text. Notice also that in our examples we again 
saw how context helps us both to avoid false 
teachings and to get the most out of the correct 

Dear friends (v. 1-2), I unfortunately must tell , teachings. 
you about some false teachers (v. 3-4). Rejecting 
God's authority is always a fearful possibility (v. 

3 

-Mark Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: coffee (instant), spaghetti, spaghetti sauce, 
jello, paper towels, kleenex, pancake mix, syrup, 
pudding, beef stew, crackers, noodles. 

Please Note !! · 

18 
18 

19 

21 
21 

If you have an announcement or event that 23-25 
needs to be put in the bulletin, please give it to 24 
Mark Garner or Jae~ Evans at least rwo weeks be- 25 
fore the event. 

Baby Shower 
There will be a baby shower for Destiny Thomas 
February 24th at 2:30 p.m. at the home of Billie 
Thorne. See Billie or Emily Thorn,e or Ursula 
Champney for details. 

Points To Ponder 
Some folks apparently enjoy worrying so much 

1-3 

6 
8-10 
9 
10 

that as soon as they get one problem settled, they I 13 
cast about for a new one. 

Calenda1· 
February 

50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Singles "Eat Out Sunday" See Vickie 
Thomas For Details 
Girl's Night Out 6:30 p.m. 
At Chi Chi's On Morse Road 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Prison Chaplains Visit Northland 
Vision '96 At Reynoldsburg 
Baby Shower For Destiny Thomas 
Orient Correctional Institute 

March 
Christ And Culture Conference, 
Indianapolis, in. 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
High School Retreat , 
Ladies Brunch 
Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
7:30 p.m. In The Annex 
Ben Zigglefoose Teen Devo 

Jesus' Great Love Contributions Attendance 
As I looked back1 at this past Wednesday 
(Valentine's day) an'd I remember· picking out 
something special for my wife who I love very 
much, I thought about how great a love Jesus 
must have for us to die on the cross for our sins. 

Jack Evans 

Last Week 

Av.g YTD 

Russia' 

AvgYTD 

$4007 

$5783 

$141 

$220 

Weds 147 

Sun Class 153 

Sun AM 255 

Sun PM 124 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study · 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening . ' 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank C.happell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack M~uersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Trust 

He does not lead me year by year, 

Nor even day by day, 

But step by step my path unfolds; 

My Lord directs my way. 

Tomorrow's plans I do not know, 

I only know this minute; 

But He will say, "This is the way 

By faith now walk ye in it." 

And I am glad that it is so; 

Today's enough to bear; 

And when tomorrow comes, His grace 

Sha I I far exceed its care. 

What need to worry then, or fret? 

' 
The God who gave His Son 

Holds all my moments in His hand, 

And gives them one by one. 

Pulpit Helps 
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Family Time 

~·· 
"LOOKS LIKE PHARAOH'S CHEF PICKED THE WRONG 

NIGHT TO PUT FROGS' LEGS ON THE MENU." 
5EE ExoDU5 8:6. 

2 

Growth In Jesus 

KNOWING GOD 
THROUGH HIS WORD: 

INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION 
(Week Five) • · 

Summary of Setting Scriptural Context . 
TC> make sure we have the full context of the pas
sage we want to study, we do the following: 
(i) Use the right way to study that passage's type 
of literature (narrative, poetical, &c). 
(ii) Remember to keep the message in context 
with the message of the 

0

Bible as a whole. 
(iii) Set the historical context for tne particular 
book we're looking at, by 

a) checking on the author, date, historical 
situation, &c. 

b) finding out if there was any particular 
purpose for or situation addressed by the book. 
(iv) Work out the train of thought: follow the 
main thread of the book to distinguish the main 
points from side issues. 
(v) Use the book only as its context indicates -
don't use a passage to address something that is 
only incidental to the real context. 

Further Examples (Self-Test) 
Here are a few examples to see if you've grasped 
the key points of interpreting Scr.ipture. Realize 
that given the limits of these articles, there isn't 
space to give full explanations, but just"general 
indications of how to.approach these questions. 
If you have the time, try to work out the answers 
to these questions on your own by going 
through the steps above. Try to answer some of 
them yourself before checking the answers next 
week! 

1) In Hebrews 4: 1-11, is it important to know 

3 

what the "rest " is that the writer refers to? That 
is to say, are we supposed to know the differ
ence between the rest Joshua led the people 
into (v.8) from the rest that we as believers enter 
(v.3)? 

2) Many people speculate about the "thorn in 
the flesh" that Paul mentions in 2 Corinthians 
12: 1-10. Is it important to know what the "thorn 
.in the flesh" is? Is it possible to deduce what the 
"thorn" is, from this or other passages? 

3) Are the specific qualifications (for elders and 
deacons) listed in 1Timothy3:1-16 important, 
or are they just suggestions? In other words, 
when Timothy helped select these leaders, did 
he have to hold to th is specific I ist or cou Id he 
develop his own, similar list? 

4) We often hear Colossians 1 :23, which says 
that the gospel has been proclaimed "to every 
creature under heaven" used to claim that the 
whole known world been evangeli,zed at that 
time, barely a generation after Christ. From the 
context, is this what the passage means? 

5) Certain religious groups use Psalm 51 :5 to 
support their belief that all humans are guilty of 
sin from birth, and are therefore in need of bap
tism as infants. Find at least three ways that the 
context shows this to be the wrong conclusion. 

-Mark Garner · 

"Do not forsake wisdom, and she 
will protect you; lf1Ve her, and she 

will watch over you." 
Proverbs 4:6 



Family lnformatio11 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following 

' items: paper towels, kleenex, beef stew, jel_ly, 
pancake mix, syrup. 

I 

Help Needed! 
Ter:ry and Brenda had to fly to Texas to visit 
Terry's grandmother who is terminally ill. If you 
would like to contribute to the cost of the airline 
ticket which was purchased for them, see Brian 
Arnold or make a note on ydur contribution en
velope today. 

Next Time 
"The time of the first coming was deliberately 
foretold, the time of the second was not because 
the first was meant to be hidden, the second fuH 

~'" ot glory and so plain that even his enemies have 
i; to· recognize him. But He had first to come in ob

scurity and be recognizable only to those·who 
probed the scriptures." 

·-Blaise Pascal 

God's Showcase 
The Lord has some wond~rful things to display if 
we al.low our lives to be used as his showcase. 

Pulpit Helps 

Calendar 
February 

25 Orient Correctional Institute 

March 

1-3 Christ And Culture Conference, 
Indianapolis, in. 

6 50's Plus Meeting lo The Annex 
8-10 1High School Retreat ' 
9 Ladies Brunch 
10 Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 

7:30 p.m. In The Annex 
13 Ben Zigglefoose Teen Devo_ 
16 ·A Trek Fellowship Trip To Cincinnati 
l7 Elders/Deacons Staff Meeting 8 a.m. 
17 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
22-24 Seven Habits Of Highly Effective 

Churches, Cuyahoga Falls 
28-30 Tu.Isa Soul Winning Workshop 
29-31 Canton Youth Rally 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $6314 Weds 

Avg YTD $5850 Sun Class-

Russia $236 Sun AM 

AvgYTD $231. Sun PM 

162 

150 

236 

98 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study · 
Sunday Worship Service 
~unday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:301am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, F,rank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene· Prince, Ray Thome 
·_J)eflco1m Leon Abrams, Brian Arn.o ld, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champn_e·y,Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniei, Seryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt · , 

, 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 47'.5-0161 
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With Glowing Heart 

LORD, WITH G~OWING HEART I'll PRAl.SE THEE 

Lord, with glowing heart I'll praise Thee 

For the bliss Thy love bestows, 
I 

For the pard'ning grace that saves me, 

And the peace that from it flows. 

Help, 0 God, my weak endeavors, 

This dull soul to rapture raise; 
I 

Thou must light'the flame, or never 

Can my love be warmed to praise. · 

Praise, my soul, .the God that sought thee, 

Wretched wand'rer far astray; 

Found thee lost, and kirdly brought thee, 

From the paths of death away. 

Praise, with love's devoutest feeling, 

Him who saw thy guilt-born fear, . . 

' 
And, the light of hope revealing, 

Bade the blood-stained crbss appear. 

Johnny D. Pyles 



Ser11ing 6od 

LIFE'S BEST 

There are lots of things 
That money can't buy--

The scent of a rose, 
The blue of the sky; 

The sound of a bird 
Singing at dawn, 

Memories that stay 
When the years have gone. 

The clasp of a hand, 
The smile of a friend, 

Faith in our hearts, 
And peace at day's end. 

Anonymous 
The Lord's Way 

"When I consider your heavens, the 
work of your fingers, the moon and 

the stars, which you have set in 
place, what is man that you are 

mindful of him, the son of man that 
you care for him?" 

Psalm 8:3-4 

2 

CARRYING OUR GOLD · 

Determined to "take it with him" when he 
died, a very rich man prayed until finally 
the Lord gave in. There was one condition: 
he could bring only one suitcase of his 
wealth. The rich man decided to fill the 
case with gold bullion. 

The day came when God called him home. 
St. Peter greeted him, but told him he 
couldn't bring his suitcase. "Oh, but I have 
an agreement with God, II the man 
explained. 

"That's unusual," said St. Peter. "Mind if I 
take a look?" The man opened the suitcase 
to reveal the shining gold bullion. 

St. Peter was amazed. "Why in the world 
would you bring pavement?" 

The Lord's Way 

''Why spend money on what is not 
bread, and your labor on what does 
not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and 
eat what is good, and your soul will 

delight in the richest of fare." 
Isaiah 55:2 

6rowth /11 Jesus 

KNOWING GOD 
THROUGH HIS WORD: 

INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION 
(Week Six) 

Brief Answers tb Self-Test 
Last week's bulletin contained some questions 
that we'll answer this time . . Note that a complete 
answer to these involves going through all the 
steps previously explained, so it is not possible 
to give all the details of each answer in this bul
letin Nevertheless, the answers to these ques
tions (and many similar ones) are clear from the 
context, when you look at what God's Word it-

. self says and are not concerned with the conflict
ing ways humans interpret it. 

1) (Hebrews 4:1-11) Yes- the term "rest" is used 
several times in the passage; it is a main 'point 
under discussion, not a side issue mentioned 
only once. (Now - see if you can work out what 
"rest" means.' Hint: it does D..Q! mean heaven!) 

2) (2 Corinthians 12:1-10) No, it is neither neces~ 
sary nor possible to know precisely what the 
"thorn" is; it is only significant to know that Paul 
was subjected to some kind of physical problem 
to keep him humble. Notice that the phrase is 
only used once - a tip-off that it is probably not 
of primary importance. The idle speculation 
about this unresolvable question is unwhole
some and foolish, since it does not lead to any 
spiritual understanding. 

3) (1 Timothy 3: 1-16) The point of the whole 
epistle is that there are very specific ways things 

3 

are to be done in God's household, the church. 
Timothy was not free to make up his own revised 
I isl. 

4) (Colossians 1 :23) It means that everyone who 
has heard the gospel has heard the ~ gospel. 
Read the train of thought in Colossians! It is em
phasizing the uniformity of the gospel, and the 
various kinds of growth it produces, not measur
ing its geographical extent. (The gospel was 
"proclaimed [not preached] to every creature" at 
the _cross; since then everyone has been responsi
ble for responding.) The known world was not 
even close to being fully evangelized at the time 
of Colossians - all evidence in a'nd outside of the 
Bible shows that there were many known areas 
that were not to be evangelLz;ed for many years. 
(So this example also shows the importance of 
knowing some general historical background to 
the Bible.) 

5) (Psalm 51) It is a wrong conclusion because: 
a) the Psalms are poetic literature and thus do not 
deal with doctrine at al I; they record thoughts 
and feelings; b) the context of the Psalm itself, as 
explained at its beginning, indicates that David 
wrote this Psalm to express his deep feelings of 
sinfulness. His statements in verse 5 and else
where are exaggerations to show how deeply 
sorry he is abo.ut what he has done. They were 
never meant to convey anything doctrinal; c) the 
conclusion would contradict numerous other 
teachings in other parts df the Bible. 

Now that we have covered the basics of'inter
preting a passage from its context, we are ready 
to look at the basic principles of application next 
time. 

-Mark Carner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: jelly, kleenex, hand. soap, 
canned fruit ( no applesauce) 

Help Needed! 
The teen group will be having it's annual retreat 
on March 8-10th. In order to keep the cost af
fordable we are asking for donations to cover the 
cost of food 9-nd some activities. If you can help 
please stop by the table in the foyer. Thanks, 

The. Northland Teens 

. 
Workers Needed 

Your single brothers and sisters are looking for 8-
10 people to serve as cooks at their retreat, April 
26-28. A sign-up list is posted or please see Vicki 

·~''.'Thomas for details. Thank you. 

Thank You 
We would like to thank everyone for the prayers 
and, assistance that was given to us at the death 
of my gran_dmother. Terry and Brenda Moore. 

Never - Don't 
Never put a question mark where God puts a 
period. 

Calendar 
March 

6 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
8-10 High School Retreat 
9 Ladies Brunch 
10 Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 

7:30 p:m. In The Annex 
13 Ben Zickefoose Teen Deva 
15-17 Creation ·vs. Evolution Seminar With 

Bert Thompson At Gahanna-Jefferson 
Middle School 

16 A Trek Fellowship Trip To Cincinnati 
17 ·. Elders/Deacons Staff Meeting 8 a.m. 
17 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
18 Girl's Night o'ut 
20 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
22-24 Seven Habits Of Highly Effective 

I 
Churches, With Rubel Shelly, 
Cuyahoga Falls Church 

28-30 Tulsa Soul Winning Workshop 
29-31 Canton Youth Rally 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week Weds l57 

AvgYTD Sun Class 155 ' 

Don't tell God what to do. Ask Him. IR . 
-Pulpit Helps , ussia 

$4545 

$5705 

$146 Sun AM 243 

Services 

Sunday Bi~le Study 
Sunday Worship Servke 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Avg YTD $222 Sun PM 99 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, 
Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Rules For Daily Living 

.Begin the day with God 

Kneel down to Him in prayer 

Life up thy heart to His abode, 

And seek His love to share. 

Open the book of God 

And read a portion there, 

That it may hallow all thy thoughts 

And sweeten al I thy care. 

Go throu'gh the day with God, 

Whatever thy work may be; 

Wherever thou art - at home, abroad 

He still is near to thee. 

Canel ude thy day with God 
' 

Thy sin to 1Him· confess, 

Trust in His cleansing blood, 

And plead His righteousness. 

Lie down at night with God, 

Who gives His servants sleep; 

And when thou treadest the vale of death 

He wi 11 thee guard, and keep. 

The Lord's Way 



Family Ti1ne 
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"GOLIATH HAS ONE BAD DAY. AND THERE GOES 
OUR UNDEFEATED SEASON." SEE 1SAMUE.L17:51-52. 
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6rowth In Jes11s 

KNOWING GOD 
THROUGH HIS WORD: 

INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION 
(Week Seven) 

Applying Scripture - General Goals 
In applying Scripture, we consider how passages 
we study can be of immediate, practical use in 
our personal relationships with God and in the 
ministries of the church. We have studied how 
application is based on interpretation, and now 
want to learn to apply in context, to relate Scrip
ture to practical experience, and to deal with dif
ficult questions about application (such as 
"cultural differences"). Our basic goals again 

-are: to avoid anythipg the Holy Spirit never 
meant to say, and to have an understanding of 
the full message that God has for us. 

To Apply or Not to Apply? 
The clearest applications come when a situation 
described in the Bible arises, in all significant de
tails, in our experience. We then are confident 
in directly applying the Scripture. For example: 
two believers have a dispute, and one of them 
chooses to settle the matter by taking it to a sern
lar court of law. This same situation is described 
in 1 Corinthians 6:1~6, so we can confidently ap
ply these teachings to our situation. Notice: i) 
we obser-Ve the context of 1 Corinthians as a 
whole, as a book written to correct church disor
ders; ii) the passage makes it clear that the spe
cific legal matter (whether a financial dispute or 
a matter of injury) is not relevant- the teaching is 
that two beli·evers must not settle their problems 
in a court of unbelievers. 

Unfortunately, not all situations arc this clear. 
Here is a three part principle that we will study: 
a) Make applications confidently when the Bible 
describes a situation 'in all important details (this 
is called "Comparable Particulars"); b) Make ap
plications carefully when a situation described 
in the Bible is different in details, but all princi
pal spiritual aspects are identical (this is called 
"Different Particulars"); c) Avoid direct applica
tions when a situation has some similar aspects, 
but when any of the spiritual considerations are 
not identical (this is called "Extended Applica
tion"). Note the priority: while finding the exact 
situation in the Bible gives us extra confidence, 
we are primarily concerned with studying signif
icant spiritual themes in a passage and in apply
ing the passage to situations where these same 
themes are applicaBle;' All of this helps us to see 
why it is so important to interpret a Scripture be
fore we apply it. 

We can illustrate all three parts of this principle 
from 1 Corinthians 8. Work through the full in
terpretation yourself in Context, as we'll just 
have space here for a brief summary. The pas
sage describes attitudes towards an action 
(specifically, eating food bought from a pagan 
idol's temple) that some believers thought was 
sinful, but other, better informed, believers real
ized was not a problem. Those who were better 
informed (the "strong") were told that they stil I 
must abstain from this food. If they ate it, they 
might influence their weaker brothers and sisters 
to do something that the weaker ones did not 
think was right, and they would thus cause these 
weaker ones to sin (see Romans 14:23, which is 

·in the context of a similar discussion). See if 
you can work out how this passage sho·uld and 
shouldn't be applied, before we contin.ue with it 
next week. 

-Mark Carner 

3 



Family lnforn1ation 

Congratulations 
Desa Nelson was baptized last Sunday morning. 

Weigh Down Workshop 
There will be an orientation meeting Tuesday, 
March 12, 1996, at 6:30 pm. Anyone interested 
in attending ~his workshop is encouraged to 
come to this .meeting. If you are unable to attend 
the orientation meeting, and would li~e more in
formation, call Leona Hopkins at 885-0857 after 
3:30 pm weekdays, or anytime weekends. 

Parents And Youth Workers 
There will be a meeting for all parents of middle 
and high school students and youth workers on 
Monday, March 11 at 7:30, pm in the annex. 
----~--··--·- ·--- -·- -- ---· · - · -·· ~· -· - ., ·-

Fund Raiser For -Russia 
Lora Bradley and Susan O'Rrouke have arranged 
a special fund raiser to benefit our Russian stu
dent exchange. The program will be Friday, 
March 15th at 7:30 pm at the Clintonville 
Women's Club, 3951 N. High. The performers 
will be our own COCS chorus, ,Lora Bradley, 
Susan O'Rourke, Don Milnor, The Greater 
Columbus Community Band directed by Susan 
O'Rourke, and Festival Band. Tickets are $5.00 
for adults and $3.00 for children in advance sales 
before Thursday, March 14. At the door $6.00 
for adults, $4.00 for children. Charlie Yates is 

the M.C. ~- r ·· 1 1.- r( .- .... / l . , .( ti\<. 
'I ! I, Ct ~.L.::.i -11)1 l ·-·"·· ' · , _1 ' '1 · u 
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12 

13 
15-17 

15 

16 
17 
17 
17 

18 
20 
22-24 

28-30 

Calendar 
March 

Parent And Youth .Workers Meeting 
7:30 p.m. In.The Annex 
Weigh Down Workshop Orientation 
Meeting, 6:30 pm 
Ben Zickefoose Teen Devo 
Creation vs. Evolution Seminar With 
Bert Thompson At Gahanna-Jefferson 
.l\1idd!e School 
Musical Variety Show, "To Russia With 
Love", 7:30 pm At The Clintonville 
Women's Club 
A Trek Fellowship Trip To Cincinnati 
Elders/Deacons Staff Meeting 8 a.m. 
50's Plus "Potluck In The Annex" 
Singles "Eat Out Sunday" 1 pm At 
Golden Corral On 161 
Girl's Night Out 
50's Plus Meeting In The An,nex 
Seven Habits Of Highly Effective 
Churches, With Rubel Shelly, 
Cuyahoga Falls Church 
Tulsa Soul Winning Workshop 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $5064 

$5641 

$265 

$226 

Weds 130 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

Avg YTD 

Sun Class 

Sun AM 

Sun PM 

145 

265 

108 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Charripney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Mo<ne, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Does God Want Us To Be Happy 
(Part One) 

How could God not want you to be happy? And especially in view of the cur
rent "happiness theology" craze, how can anyone ask such a "dumb" question? 

Just because of the increasingly-heard belief that "God wants me to be happy." 
It should be helpful to ventilate that philosophy by letting in a little cool, clean 
air from the Bible. Yes, God does want happiness for His children - but we 
need to learn what happiness really is, and how it is to be found: 

Jesus said: "If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them" Uohn 13:17). 
It was a conversation that grew out of His washing the disciples' feet. The 
teaching was that happiness stems from obedience to God. 

Paul said: '"I think myself happy, King Agrippa, because I shall answer for my
self this day before thee touching all the things whereof I am accused of the 
Jews" (Acts 26:2). Paul was on trail for ~is life, but he found happiness in be
ing able to give his testimony before a royal audience. It came as the result of 
being a faithful witness. · 

Again Paul said : "Hast thou faith? Have it.to thyself before Cod. I Happy is he 
that condemneth not himself in that which he alloweth" (Rom. 14:22). IN so 
many words, Paul says that not being a stumbling block to others would be a 
cause of happiness to Christians. 

Peter said: "If ye be reproached (be reviled; taunted) for the name of Christ, 
happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of Cod reste~h upon you ... " (1 Pet. 
4:14) . Peter knew that real happiness was in sharing Christ's sufferings. 

Blessedness Is Happiness 
Their ideas of happiness are a far cry from the world's, aren't they? But their 
thoughts are very much in tune with the actual definition of "happy" as used in 
the New Testament. This English word is a translation of the Greek makarios: 
blessed, possessing the favor of G@d. 

Makarios does not mean "happy" in our usual understanding of the word. The 
English "happy" comes from the root "hap," meaning luck as a favorable cir
cumstance. To be makarios, blessed, is equivalent to having God's kingdom 
within one' s heart (cf. Matt. 5:3, 10) (The Complete Word Study Dictionary 
(AMG)). 
By this we see what a difference there is between what the wori'd wants (good 
luck, pleasant circumstances), and what the child of God is to want (to be 
blessed, in favor with God). 

Ted Kyle 



Serving6od 

THE LORD JESUS CHRIST ... 

The Lord fills the pages of the entire Bible. 
And' anonymous writer said of him: 

In Genesis' he is the Creator and Seed of 
worr:ian. 
In Exodus he is the Lamb of God for sinners 
slain. 
lri Numbers he is the Star of Jacob. 
In Deuteronomy he is the Prophet like Moses. 
In Joshua he is the Messenger of Jehovah. 
In Ruth he is our Kinsman Redeemer. 
In Samuel he is the Despised and Rejected 
King. . 
In Kings and Chronicles he is the Lord of lords 
and King of kings. 
In Ezra and Nehemiah he is the Lord of 
heaven and earth. 
In Job he is our.Risen and Returning 
Redeemer . . 
In Psalms he is the Blessed Man, the son 'of 
God, the Coming One, the Reigning One, the 

Leader of Praise. 
In Proverbs he is our Wisdom. 
In Ecclesiastes he is the Forgotten Wise Man. 
In Song of Solomon he is the Man of Sorrows. 
In Ezekiel he is the Thorn Sitter. 
In Daniel he is the Smiting Stones. 
In Hosea he is David's Great King. 
In Joel he is the Lord of Bounty. 
In Amos he is. the .Rescuer of Israel. 
In Obadiah he is the Deliverer upon Mount 
Zion. 
In Jonah he is the Buried and Risen Savior. 
In Micah he is the Eve.rlasting God. 
In Nahum he is our Stronghold in the Day of 

Wrath. 
In Habakkuk he is the Anchor of our Faith. 
In Zephaniah he is the Jud.ge and Cleanser. 
In Haggai he is the Lord of Presence and 

• Power. 
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In Zechariah he is the Smitten Shepherd. 
In Malachi he is the Sun of Righteousness. 
In Matthew he is the King of the Jews. 
In Mark he is the Servant of Jehovah. 
In Luke he is the Perfect Son of Man. 
In John he is the Servant of Jehovah. 
In Acts he is the Ascended Lord. ' 
In Romans he is our Righteousness. 
In 1 Corinthians he is the Firstfruits of the 
Dead. 
In 2 Corinthians he is made Sin for us. 
In Galatians he is the End of the Law. 
In Ephesians he is our Armor. 
In Philippians he is the Supplier of Every 
need. 
lri 1 Thessalonians he is our Returning Lord. 
In 2 Thessalonians he is the Merciful Judge. 
In Titus he is our Great God and Savior. 
In Philemon he is the Father's Partner. 
In Hebrews he is the Rest of Faith. 
In James he is the Lord of Sabbath. 
In 1 Peter he is the Theme of Old Testament 
Prophecy. 
In 2 Peter he is the Long Suffering Savior. 
In 1 John he is the Word of Life. 
In 2 John he is the Target of the Antichrist. 
In 3 John he is the Personification of Truth '. 
In Jude he is the believer's Hope. 
In Revelation he is the Lovable King and 
Lord. 

via Indian Springs 

6rowth In Jes11s 

KNOWING GOD 
THROUGH HIS WORD: 

INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION 
(Week Eight) 

' 

Example of Applying Scripture, continued 
Last time, we introduced our three-part principle 
on -,applying Scripture, and began studying 1 
Corinthians 8 to illustrate how we should and 
shouldn't apply Scripture. (Note that we are not 
doing an exhaustive study of this passage itself.) 

a) If we were to run across a situation exactly as 
described (a believer eating meat purchased 
from an idol temple) we could warn this believe.r 
not to do so, because of its effect on weak be
lievers (application based or "Comparable Par
ticulars"). Of course, this particular situation is 
not likely to arise now. 

b) However, i.f we identify the spiritual aspects of 
this situation, we find that it describes the follow
ing situation: Certain believers worry that a given 
activity is sinful and thus don't do it; they also 
feel that other believers should abstain~ Other 
wiser believers understand that there isn't really 
any harm in this activity, as long as one has the 
right understanding, but these better informed 
bellevers 'are told by the Holy Spirit that they too 
must abstain form· this practice, because if they 
engaged in it they would likely influence other 
weaker believers to do it, causing1the weaker 
ones to fall. Note that this activity is something 

- that is specifically nQ1 a sin in itself, but that can 
become a sin to the weak. Thus this passage 
could be used for activities such as gambling. 
Tho1:1gh not sinful in any way described by the 
Bible, if a "weak" believer were to see a "strong" 
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believer gambling, this could cause the weak 
one to be temporarily emboldened to do the 
same thing, which he would later regret and be 
spiritually harmed by. Thus the "strong" believer 
must also forego the activity (application based 
on "Different Particulars"). 

c) On the other hand, many Christians erro
neously try to use this passage (and Romans 14) 
to teach that it is a sin to do something that of .. 
fends another believer. Using the passage in 
this way to apply to personal preferences (an 
"Extended Application") would not be correct 
use of Scripture. These passages do not define a 
stumbling block as "something that offends"; · 
they use "stumqling block" to mean something 
that could cause someone weaker to do the same 
thing and thus fall (.D.Qt that could cause someone 
to 'sin by getting angry). · 

With this example in mind, study some other 
Scriptures and how one should and should not 
apply them. Other passages in 1 Corinthians are 
particularly good practice studies for this. 

Further Examples (Self-Test) 
For each of the passages below, look over the 
context so that you can interpret them, then ·con
sider what applications (if any) we could use 
them for. Look for ways we could use them for 
situations tha,t are comparable in all details, and 
how we c<Juld use them for situations that have 
the same spirit~al themes. (Answers next week) · 

i) Galatians 5:1-6, ii) Ephesi_ans 4:17-28, iii) 
Mark 10:17-22. 

-Mark Garner 



Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: coffee (instant), jelly, hand soap, 
canned fruit (no applesauce), spaghetti-O's, 
laundry products, paper towels, kleenex-, 
beef stew. 

Girl's Night Out 
Due to several conflicts, there will be no girl's 
night out this month. 

Speech Meet 
Deirdre West and Dustin Bates represented 
COCS at the recent Association of Christian 
Schools Speech Meet. Deirdre was awarded a 1st 
place in 2nd grade poetry. Dustin was awarded a 
3rd place for writing an original speech which 
was presented by another 6th grader. In total, 12 
students won blue ribbons, two 'won red ribbons 
and 2 won teal ribbons. Congratulations to all of 
them. 

Congratulations! 
One of Kathy hunt's 5th grade students, Sylvia 
Jackson, has won 1st place in the statewide 
poster contest for buying Savings Bonds. Nearly 
1,200 entrants were received for the poster con
test. Sylvia's poster will now be entered in the 
national contest. She will be honored on March 
22nd at the State House Atrium. 

17 
17 

20 
22-24 

27 

31 
28-30 
29-31 

1-3 

3 

7 
10 

March 

SO's Plus "Potluck In The Annex" 
Singles "Eat Out Sunday" 1 pm At 
Golden Corral On 161 
SO's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Seven Habits Of Highly Effective 
Churches, With Rubel Shelly, 
Cuyahoga Falls Church 
Last Meeting For Wednesqay Night 
Classes 
Last Meeting For Sunday Classes 
Tulsa Soul Winning Workshop 
Canton Youth Rally 

April 

Christ And Culture Conference, 
Indianapolis, IN 
Presentation And Devotional For Next 
Quarter Classes 
New Sunday Classes 'Begin 
New Wednesday Classes·Begin 

Contributions Attendance 

last Week $4397 Weds 221 

Avg YTD $5528 Sun 'Class 137 

Russia $199 Sun AM 260 

AvgYTD $224 Sun PM 98 

Services 

Sunday. Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 

. 

John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep; Greg Hurtt, Lou Lawrence, 
Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Does God Want Us To Be Happy 
(Part Two) 

Conditions for Happiness 
But doesn't God want His children to be happy also according to 
the world's understanding of happiness? 

- Not if it involves sinning. "Your iniquities have sepa
rated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his 
face from you, that he will not hear" (Is. 59:2). 

- Not if it leqds you into following or compromising with 
false doctrine. Rather, we are to "contend earnestly for the faith 
which was once delivered unto the saints" Uude 3). 

- Not if our actions cause anyone else to stumble from the 
way. "Whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe 
in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about 
his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea" 
(Matt. 18:6). . , 

- Not if it means consorting with others who follow sinful 
pursuits. " ... Neither be partakers of other men's sins: keep thy
self pure" (1 Thess. 5:22). 

- Not if it involves following your lusts. "But every man is 
tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lustr and enticed. 
Then when lust hath conceived it bringeth forth sin, and 
sin ... death" Uames 1: 14, 15). .. . 

- Not if it brings reproach upon the church which Christ 
Jesus died to establish; not if it causes the world to mock. "Thou 
art become guilty in thy blood that thou hast shed: and hast de
filed thyself in thine idols which thou hast made ... therefore have 
I made thee a reproach unto the heathen, and a mocking to all 
countries" (Ezek. 22:4). 

- Not if it makes the Word of God subservient to the rea
sonings and assumptions of fallible men. "For my thoughts are 
not your thoughts, neither are-your ways my ways, saith the 
LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts" (Is. 55:8,9). 

Ted Kyle 



Family Time 

JER~CHO 
CONSTRUCTION 

COMPANY 

cw 
t:J _( 

~.()Jiv 
"THE BOSS SAID TO PULL THE JERICHO WALL FILE 

AND BRING HIM 'fHE 6UILDER'5 WARRANTY." 
SEE J05H~ 6:20. 
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61·owth In Jesus 

KNOWING GOD 
THROUGH HIS WORD: , 

INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION, 
(Week Nine) · 

Brief Answers to Self-Test Examples 
The brief answers here-are based on the context 
of these passages, so full answers would include 
a summary of the context -of the books ·and pas
sages involved. Make sure to note how the ap
plications come from the context. 
i) (Calatians .5:1-6) This passage tells the Gala
tians who have become circumcised that they 
have endangered their salvation through Christ. 
The reason is not the act of circumcision itself, 
but in adding another condition of salvation to · 
the gospel. The passage can be applied not just 
to circumcision, but to any teaching that adds a 
condition of salvation. For example, a teacher 
that told people that they ne~ded to come to 
church a certain number of times before becom
ing a Christian to "prove their commitment", or a 
teacher that would tell baptized believers that, to 
remain saved, they must meet certain· perfor
mance standards, would fall under these con
demnations. Note that this passage does llill 
deal with other problems, such as guilt motiva
tion, that don'Unvolve adding conditions of sal
vation. 
ii) (Ephesians 4:17-28) These instructions were 
written to all the believers, so they are all appli
cable to everyone. 1 (In fact, one of the main 
themes of Ephesians is unity.) They are given as 
general instructions_ for all, not to address one 
particular situation or problem. 
iii) (Mark 10:17-22) Be careful! This is a com
monly misused Scripture. At least two things tell 
us to be very cautious how we apply this pas-
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sage: i) in the gospels, the main purpose is to 
build faith in Jesus, and behavioral applications 
are of only secondary importance; ii) this is a 
very particular case - in order to apply it, we 
have to find all the important spiritual principles 
the same. This passage is intended to illustrate 
the priority that Jesus demands to have in our 
lives; it is not intended to be used for any 5jle: 

ciik applications. 

Making Scriptur~ Personal 
Generally, following the study plan (interpret, 
then apply) that we have outlined will not only 
lead to avoiding erroneous applications, it will 
also enable you to get the most out of a passage. 
Here are some further ways most effec;tively to 
apply Scripture to your life: 
a) Put yourself in the situa'tion. Imagine being 
part of what you read. When you read a narra
tive, imagine yourself as one of the characters 
involved. When you read about a situation in 
an epistle, imagine how you would feel if you 
were involved, and how you would have ap
proached the problem on your 'own. 
b) Try to see things from God's perspective. 
Imagine how you would feel about the situation 
(good or bad) if you were in God's-position. 
c) Be objective about yourself. Avoid the desire 
to defend everything you do, and avoid the 
falsely humble impatience to find something, 
anything, to change so that you can feel 
"spiritual". 
d) Look for ways.to change your thinking, not , 
just your actions. Changing your perspective on 
life or on God, even in a small way, leads to far 
more lasting outward changes than focusing on 
the outward behavior itself does. 

:..Mark Carner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following items: 
brown paper bags, paper towels, peanut butter, 
jelly. Your help is greatly appreciat~d. 

New Deacons To Be Appointed 
The Elders announced last Sunday that they 
would like to nominate the following men to be 
Deacons; 

Steve Carver 
Jack Evans 

Don Gillespie 
Sam Leslie 

Mark Morris 
Charlie Yates 

If you have any comments you would like to 
make, please fill o.ut a 3x5 card and give it to one 

Calenda1· 

March 

27 Last Meeting For Wednesday Night 
Classes 

31 Last Meeting For Sunday Classes 
28-30 Tulsa So.ul Winning Workshop 
29-31 Canton Youth Rally 

1-3 

3 

3 
7 
8 

April 

Christ And Culture Conference, 
Indianapolis, IN 
Presentation And Devotional For Next 
Quarter Classes 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
New Sunday Classes Begin 
Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
In The Annex 7:30 pm · 

of the Elders. If you would like to study the quali-1 10 New Wednesday Classes Begin 
fications of a Deacon, please read I Timothy. 

Family Photo Session 
Family photo sessions are being taken in room 
E32. Family's with a last name beginning "D" 
through i'I" please report to room E32 immedi
ately after service . ..., 

I 

Speak The Truth 
In speaking, it is important to say things that are 
pleasant and useful-but they must be founded on 
the truth. -Blaise Pascal 

17 
19-21 
21 
26-29 

50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Promise Keepers Seminar, Columbus 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Central Ohio Singles Retreat 

Contributions 

Last Week 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

Avg YTD 

$6270 

$5589 

$244 

$225 

Attendance 

Weds 

Sun Class 

Sun AM 

Sun PM 

120 

137 

278 

123 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini 
John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, 
Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Does God Want Us To Be Happy 
' 

(Part Three} 

Pity, Not Blessing 
This is not to say that our heavenly Father doesn't pity us in our feeble
ness for the right, and understand when we are unable to live every mo
ment a we know we ought. Rather, it says that doctrine cannot be built 
upon our weaknesses . 

In other words, we can never say: "I know God wants me to be happy, 
so this departure from His will which I am contemplating is all right 
with Him, because He knows it will make me happy." There is a vast 
difference between God's forgiveness of the sins of'weakness into 
which we fall and His blessing upon those sins! Paul gave the definitive 
answer to this argument in Roman 6:1: "What shall we say then? Shall 
we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, 
that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?" 

God allows neither permission nor excuse for sinning (Heb. 10:26}. He 
does extend the mercy of forgiveness to His repentant children who 
come to Him confessing in brokenness. 

What if the New "Way" Were Right? _ 
Now turn it around. If the modern formulation is correct - if God wants 
our happiness according to each one's own perceptions of what happi
ness is - then God would be pleased if: 

•the adulterer successfully cuckolds his neighbor without 
detection. • 

•the thief is not apprehended, and is able to enjoy his ill-gotten 
gains without fear. 

•marriage partners decamp to "follow their bliss," without re 
gard of broken vows and broken lives. 

•homosexuals and lesbians have perfect liberty to infect our 
children with their vile practices - and diseases. 

•churches laugh at "the old paths" and deride the Bible and its 
·teachings as old-fashioned nonsense. 

If, in fact, God were pleased at so many of the doings our people dab
ble in, He should be exceedingly content with us. But I can't hear His 
laughter. I can't see His smile. Can you? 

Ted Kyle 



Ser11ing 6od 

THE TYRANNY OF THE TRIVIA · 

From the tyranny 
Of the trifling, 

0 Lord, 
Deliver me. 

Let me not bog down 
In the nitty-gritty, 

Spending my days 
Shuffling memoranda 

And counting paper clips 
While the world dies. 

Deliver me 
From days spent 

Tying shoestrings, 
Filing useless paper notes, 
Compiling endless data, 

On inconsequential subjects, 
Sitting 

· In interminable sessions 
Rehashing the reasons 

For not accomplishing anything. 

Once in a while, Lord, 
Send a good fire, 

A clean-burning, sizzling flame 
To burn out 

The accumulated trivia 
Of my life. 

And a sharp, piercing wind 
To whistle through 

The enduring foundation 
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That remains 
And sweep out the ashes of the useless. 

Leaving my life 
Bone bare, 

Shining clean, 
And at Your service. 

Give me the kind of vision 
That sees through the trivia 

To the essential: 
Your will 

In the midst 
Of the welter 

Of the insignificant. 
And having seen that, 
Give me the courage 

To throw the rest away. 

In the days that are left to me, 
0 Lord, 

Deliver me 
From the tyranny 

Of the trivia, 
That I not come 

Worn-out and empty-handed 
To meet You on that day. 

Helen Temple 

'~ut seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things 

will be given to you as well." 
Matthew 6:33 

6111owt/1 In Jesus 

KNOWING GOD 
THROUGH HIS WORD: 

INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION 
(Week Ten) 

One Difficulty in Applying Scripture · "Cultural 
Differences" 
There is very little of primary importance in the 
Scriptures that is influenced by culture, since the 
Bible deals with the spiritual side of humans, 
which never changes. Cultural practices that do 
appear (anointing with oil, washing guests' feet) 
are rarely the main point. Our society's spiritual 
needs and problems are no different from those 
of the ancient world. Self-proclaimed secular 
experts who think in terms of worldly "progress", 
and misinformed Christian teachers who stress 
the cultural aspects of the Bible, are both merely 
displaying their ignorance. 

But when instructions are based on the order that 
God established, it is irrelevant whether society 
or culture has "changed". Contrast the above 
with God's commands concerning the role of 
women: e.g., 1 Tim 2:11-14 appeals to the order 
of creation, Ephesians 5:22-24 compares hus
band/wife to Christ/church. Most (not all) of the 
reasons given are an appeal to God's order of 
things. If God had given different reasons, we 
would then have to consider society's opinions. 
But these instructions have nothing to do with 
culture. They are based on the order God wants 
among his people. Men: don't be such cowards! 
There is no excuse for the common insecurity 
and weaseling about this matter. Women: yes, 
men are either spineless or authoritarian about 
your role, but that doesr.i't change what God ' 
says. Just take note that these Scriptures simply 
speak of the ·order God desires in church and 
family. The Bible says nothing about either sex 
being more valuable, or having superior ability, 
doesn't limit a woman's secular role, and never 
gives a license for domineering behavior. 

, 

In the few places a Scriptural instruction is truly a When you consider possible cultural influence in 
reflection of the culture of the day, the reason the Bible, you must also realize that ancient cul- ' 
given will be a clear accommodation to the tures are not as different from our own as most · 
thoughts of outsiders. Most of the time God people think. Most people who talk about sub-
doesn't care what society thinks, so it stands out jects like the role of women, or homosexuality, 
when he does. The one notable example is slav- in New Testament times exaggerate the differ-
ery; note the ~easons given for slaves to obey ences to an absurd degree, and show that they 
their masters: 1 Tim 6:1 "that the name of God have never studied the subject. 
and the teaching may not be blasphemed", Titus . · 
2:9-10 "that in everything they might be an orna- Final Word on Interpretation and Application 
ment to the doctrine of God". God never ex- Take the time to study a passage in context, dis-
presses approval of slavery, only saying that cipline yourself to use Scriptures only for the 
slaves are to prefer suffering to hindering the subjects they were intended to address, and in-
gospel (as _am[ Christian should). As the instruc- terpret a Scripture before you apply it. "For in 
tions were only given to accommodate "what doing this you will save both yourself and your 
people think", now that people think differently hearers." 
the instructions are no longer in force. 

-Mark Carner 
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Family Information 

New Deacons To Be Appointed 
The Elders announced that they would like to 
nominate the following men to be Deacons; 

Steve Carver 
Jack Evans 

Don Gillespie 
Sam Leslie 

Mark Morris 
Charlie Yates 

If you have any comments you would like to 
make, please fill out a 3x5 card and give it to one 

Calendar 
March 

29-31 Canton Youth Rally 

3 

3 
7 
8 

April 

Presentation And Devotional For Next 
Quarter Classes 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
New Sunday Classes Begin 

of the Elders. If you would like to study the quali- I 10 

Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
In The Annex 7:30 pm 
New Wednesday Classes Begin 

fications of a Deacon, please. read I Timothy. 

Family Photo Session 
Family photo se_ssions are being taken in room 
E32. Family's with a last name beginning "J" 
through "M" please report to room E32 immedi
ately after service. 

Singles Retreat 
Pre-registration for the singles retreat will be on 
Sunday April 14th and 21st in the foyer after 
morning services. The cost of the retreat is $48. 

High School Boys And Girls 
Remember to meet tonight after Teen Talk to 
make Easter baskets. Please bring some easter 
candy so we have enough for 12 baskets .. 

14 
17 
19-21 
21 
21 
26-28 

Pre Registration For The Singles Retreat 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Promise Keepers Seminar, Columbus 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Pre Registration For The Singles Retreat 
Central Ohio Singles Retreat 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $4605 Weds 154 

Avg YTD $5514 Sun Class 180 

Russia $215 Sun AM 281 

Avg YTD $224 Sun PM 111 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, 
Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH' 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A Torn Bible 

MEGHALAYA, India- More than 135 million Scriptures have been pro
duced and distributed by the Bible Society of India among that coun
try's nearly 905 million inhabitants. And every Scripture distributed has 
the power to change lives. 

One couple in a rural village in Meghalaya argued after the wife bought 
a Portion of the Gospel of Luke from a Bible Society representative. 

The husband - full of drink - felt his wife had wasted good drinking 
money on something of no value to them. 

Reasoning that since she, too, worked in the fields, the wife demanded 
that she should be able to buy something for herself. But her husband 
angrily ripped the book down the middle, saying that since they shared 
their wages, they could share the book as well. And he put his half in 
his work bag. 

The next day, the wife was reading the parable of the prodigal son. But 
her half of the Portion ended in the middle of Luke 15:18; "'I will get 
up and ... "' Impatient to learn the outcome, she went to find her hus
band. 

It was lunchtime, and he was idly reading his half, which began with, 
"' : .. go to my father and say, Father, I have sinned against God and 
against you."' 

The words challenged him, and he was eager to read the rest. 

When his wife arrived, the two exchanged halves, and under the power 
of the Scriptures they were soon reconciled to one another - and to 
God. 

Each Bible you give through the Bible Society generates its own story of 
life eternal - changed by the power of God's Word. 

American Bible Society 
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"AND WILL PHARAOH KNOW WHAT THIS CALL IS 
ABOUT?' SEE. EXODU5 10:3-16. 
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Growth /11 Jesus 

FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT 
TO THE NEW 

Part One: Introduction 

If you have ever done a study of the dates of im
portant dates in the Bible, you have discovered 
that there is a gap of about 400 years, from the 
last events described in the Old Testament to the 
birth of Christ, that is not covered anywhere in 
the Bible. The Holy Spirit wrote nothing about 
this period, because in God's plan for his people 
it was primarily a time of waiting- he had com
pleted his plans in the-Old Testament for prepar
ing the way for Jesus Ghrist, and it was not yet 
time for those plans to proceed with their com- _ 
plete realization. 

Even though the Bible itself has nothing written 
about the period from 400 B.C. to the time of 
Jesus, there are many historical sources, written 
by both Jews and pagans, that tell us about many 
significant and iriteresting events during that 
time. Over the next few weeks, we shall study _ 
the history of God's people during 'this time. 
This period of history is both interesting and in
structive. We wi!I find many aspects of it that 
are of interest as background to the New Testa
ment, or that show us how situations and prob~ 
lems from the Old Testament played out over 
the years. As we study, I will refer you to vari~ 
ous sources that you can use, in case you would 
like to do further study on your own of topics we 
won't have space to cover in detail. 

More importantly, we will see how many of the 
themes and principles of the Old Testament con
tinue into the New. The two testaments were 

always joined together by God, b_ut are often 
separated by humans who do not understand 
God's Word. As we ·study the continuity of his
tory between the times of the Old Testament 
and the days of Jesus Christ, we will see how 
this emphasizes the compJete unity of God's 
plans throughout history. There is one God, 
who has always had the same values and the 
same plans. 

In particular, in the period between the testa
ments, we will see how God's people were con
fronted at the same times with divisions within 
and enemies without - situations that God's peo
ple have faced over and over again through the 
years. Seein_g the examples of the many ways 
God's people have dealt with these situations -
some good ways and some ill-considered ways -
will help us better to learn how to deal with sim
ilar challenges in our own ministries. Rather 
than attempt to deal with every problem as if no 
one had ever struggled with it before, we can 
draw on history to give us examples either to 

· f~llow or to avoid. - · 

3 

We shall begin, next week, by taking a chrono
logical overview, and then will spend one more 
week examining the important themes that bind 
the Old Testament with the New. After that, we 
shall be ready to spend several weeks looking at 
the most significant highlights of history during 
the period not covered by the Scriptures them
selves. 

- Mark Carner 



Family lnforn1ation 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following items: 
paper towels, beef stew, coffee (instant small), 
canned fruit, tea bags, Your help is greatly 
appreciated. 

New Deacons To Be Appointed 
The Elders announced recently that they would 
like to nominate the following men to be 
Deacons; 

Steve Carver 
Jack Evans 

Don Gillespie 
Sam Leslie 

Mark Morris 
Charlie Yates 

If you have any comments you would like to 
make, please give it to one of the Elders today. If 
you would like to study the qualifications of a 
Deacon, please read I Timothy. 

Camp Staff 
If you are going to be or would like to be part of 
our staff for camp, please come to our 
Potluck I meeting on Sunday April 21st after 

morning services. This will be when vye decide 
on the camp schedule and sign up for different 
jobs. 

Calendar 
April 

7 Mike Hipes Visiting 
8 Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 

In The Annex 7:30 pm 
10 New Wednesday Classes Begin 
14 Pre Registration. Fdr The Singles Retreat 
14 New Sunday Classes Begin . 
17 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
19-21 Promise Keepers Seminar, Columbus 
21 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
21 Pre Registration For The Singles Retreat 
26-29 Central Ohio Singles Retreat 

Family Photo Session 
The next date for pictures is Apri I 21st- Last 
Names ending in "N-Y" please report 
immediately after services to room E-32. April 
28th will be the next date for pictures for 

, anyone who missed their scheduled date. 

Contributions 

Last Week 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

Avg YTD 

$3623 

$5379 

$190 

$222 

Attendance 

Weds 157 

Sun Class 1 52 

Sun AM 263 

Sun PM 105 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday WorShip Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pin 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy·Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini 
John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, 
Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Cotumbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Eyewitness To Resurrection 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 

Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed 
from, the entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one Jesl:ls loved, and said, "They have taken the Lord out of 
the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!" 

So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were 
running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 
He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not 
go in. Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arri'ved and went into 
the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the burial . 
cloth that had been around Jesus' head. The cloth was. folded up by it
self, separate from the linen. Finally the other disciple, who had 
reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. (They 
still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the 
dead.) 

Then the disciple's went back to their homes, but Mary stood 
outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, 
one at the head and the other at th.e foot. 

· They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?" 
"They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know 

where they have put him." At this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 

"Woman," he said, orwhy are yo'u crying? Who is it you are 
looking for?" 

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, "Sir, if you have car'ried 
him away, tell me when~ you have put him, and I will get him." 

Jesus said to her, "Mary." 
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" 

(which means Teacher). 
Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to 

the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am returning to 
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God."' 

Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have 
seen the Lord!" And she told them that he had said these things to her .. 

John 20:1-18 



Serving 6od 
The two short passages on this page show 
how our brothers and sisters in the early 
church understood the importance of the 
resurrection of Jesus and how it related to 
their own eternal destiny. 

RESURRECTION AND FAITH 

For the church, although dispersed throughout 
the whole world as far as the ends of the 
earth, received from the apostles and their 
disciples the faith in one God the Father 
Almighty, who has made the heaven, the 
earth, the seas, and al I things in them; and in 
one Christ Jesus the Son of God, who has 
made flesh for our salvation; and in the Holy 
Spirit, who has proclaimed through the 
prophets the plans of God and the comings of 
Christ, both the birth from the virgin, the 
passion, the rising from the dead, and the 
bodily ascension into heaven of the beloved 
Christ Jesus our Lord, and the manifestation in 
the glory of the Father for the summing up of 
all things and the raising of all mankind, ... , in 
order that he might make a just judgment on 
all, that he might send the spiritual hosts of 
wickedness, the angels who transgressed and 
went into apostasy, and the impious, unjust, 
lawless, and blasphemers among men into the 
eternal fire, but might grant incorruptible life 
and eternal glory to those who are righteous, 
holy, and keep his commandments, and who 
persevere in his love either from the 
beginning or by repentance. 

lrenaeus (about A.O. 180) 

2 

THE 'RULE OF FAITH 

The rule of faith which is believed: there is 
but on.e God, and he alone is the creator of 
the world, who by the sending forth of his 
Word in the beginning brought the universe 
into being out of nothing; and this Word, 
cal led his Son, was seen in various ways in 
the name of God by the patriarchs, was heard 
always in the prophets, and last of all was 
brought dow'n into the virgin Mary by the 
spirit and power of God the Father, was made 
flesh in her womb and was born from her as 
Jesus Christ; thereafter he proclaimed a new 
law and a ~ew promise of the kingdom of 
heaven, worked miracles, was nailed to the 
cross, was resurrected on the third day, was 
taken up to heaven to sit at the Father's right 
hand and to se~d in his place the power of 
the Holy Spirit to guide believers, and will 
come again in glory to take the saints into the 
enjoyment of life eternal and the heavenly 
promises, and to condemn the impious to 
everlasting fire, both parties being raised from 
the dead. 

Tertullian (about A.O. 200) 

''For the perishable must.clothe itself 
with the imperishable, and the 

mortal with immortality. When the 
perishable ha"5 been clothed with the 
imperishable, and the martal with 
immortality, then the saying that is 
written will come true: Death has 
been swallowed up in victory." 

1 Corinthians 15: 53-54 

Growth /11 Jesus 

FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT 
TO THE NEW 

Part Two: 
Chronology Connecting the Testaments 

In the Old Testament, we see history from 
God's creation, through the years when he 
selected a people for himself and developed 
a relationship with them, through the diffi
cult times when his people struggled in their 
devotion to God, through the time of punish
ment (exile) that he was forced to subject 
them to, and finally we see the restoration of 
his people to their homeland and the begin
ning of their spiritual rebuilding. The New 
Testament picks up shortly before the birth 
of Christ initiated the fulfillment of all God's 
plans for his people. Below is a simplified 

, chronology, for you to use as we> study, be
ginning towards the middle of the Old Testa
ment, and connecting it with the New: 

931 B.C. After Solomon dies, Israel splits 
into two rival kingdoms. Neither.is able to 
sustain complete faithfulness in God, who 
finds that he must discipline his people. 
Thus in 722 B.C. the Northern Kingdom 
(called Samaria, or Israel) is conquered by 
Assyria. · And in 586 B.C. the Southern King
dom (Jud.ah) is conquered by Babylon, and · 
the Jews are carried captive to Babylon. 

538 B.C. The Medo-Persian Empire con.
quers Babylon, and the Jews now are under 

3 

Persian rule. In 536 B.C. Cyrus the Great of 
Persia allows the Jews to begin to return to 
Israel. 

There are several notable events in the re
building of Israel. In 516 B.C. The rebuild
ing of the temple (destroyed by the Babyloni
ans) is completed. In 457 B.C. Ezra comes 
to Jerusalem and institutes spiritual reforms. 
In 444 B.C. Nehemiah comes to Jerusalem 
and supervises the rebuilding of the city 
walls - completing the physical rebuilding of 
ls.rael. Malachi (about 430 B.C.) continues 
spiritual reforms, as the Old Testament ends. 

332-331 B.C. Alexander the Great's period 
of rapid conquest includes conquering both 
the Jews and the Persians - thus the Jews 
now are ruled by the Greeks. In 323 B.C. 
Alexander dies prematurely, beginning ·a se
ries of wars amongst various Greek factions 
to control his conquests. The Jews are 
caught in the middle of these wars for many 
years. 

167 B.C. Mattathias and his sons lead a re
volt against the Greeks that results in 142 
B.C. in temporary independence for God's 
people, until the time of the Romans. 

63 B.C. The Romans conquer jerusalem and 
the.Jews, beginning the period of Roman 
rule that was in effect at the time of Jesus' 
birth. In about 4 B.C. Jesus Christ was born. 

I 

- Mark Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of. the following items: 14 
paper towels, beef stew, coffee (instants.mall), 14 
canned fruit, tea bags, kleenex, paper towels. 14 
Your help is greatly appreciated. 17 

Camp Staff 
If you are going to be or would like to be part of 
our staff for camp, please come to our · 
Potluck I Meeting on Sunday April 21st after 
morning services. This will be when we decide 

· on the camp schedule and sigr:i up for different 
jobs. ' · ' 

Prison Ministry 
i· Sam Leslie would like to meet with all those in
t- terested in the prison ministry in room E-41 this 
~ Sunday after morning services. ·.~ 

COCS Picnic 

19-21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 

26-29 
27 
28 

1 
3-4 
11 
12 
13 

Calendar 
April 

New Deacons Appointed 
Pre Registration For The Singles Retreat 
New Sunday Classes Begin 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Promise Keepers Seminar, Columbus . 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Pre Registration For The Singles Retreat 
Picture Taking For "N-Y" 
Potluck/Meeting For Camp Staff 
Singles Retreat Potluck At Beth Tignor's 
Home, 1 :00 pm 
Central Ohio Singles Retret 
COCS Picnic , 
Make-up Day For Picture Taking· 

May 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Middle School Retreat 
, Mother Daughter Tea 
Services At Willowbrook 
Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
7:30pm In The Annex 

You are invited to a picnic at Blendon Woods 
Metro Park, Hickory Grove Area, to honor our 
Russian guests from the Barnaul Christian School. 
The tirl')e is Saturday, April 27th, beginning at 
3 p.m. We will cook at 5 p.m. Bring your own 
meat and a dish to share. Ca:ll COCS (475-0335) 
if you have questions. 

Contributions · Attendance 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30.am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
?:00 pm 

last Week · $4766 Weds 166 

Avg YTD $5338 Sun Class 137 

Russia $282 Sun AM 315 ' . 

Avg YTD $226 Sun PM 81 

£ /tiers: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Lynn: Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, 
Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 451;u Cleveland Aye. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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0 Absalom, My Son, ·MY Son·· 
One of the saddest stories in all the Old Testament is that of Absalom, 
son of David, who led a powerful rebellion in attempting to wrest con
trol of the kingdom from his father. It was a bitter and sorrowful mo
ment for David when, following the young man's death, David cried, 
"O my son Absalom; my son, my son Absalom! .Would I had died in
stead of you, 0 Absalom, my son, my son" (2 Sam. 18:33). 

Perhaps some principles may be discovered in this.story to help us 
twentieth-century fathers and mothers avoid the same ·mistakes in rais-
ing ou'r children. · 

One ~ets the impression that David was so busy with the respon sibili
ties of being king that he had little time for shaping the character of his 
children. Absalom was a handsome but spoiled brat. Even though he 
needed disciplin.e; I don't doubt that David maintained essentiali'y the 
same relationship with Absalom as he did with another rebellious son, 
Adonijah, characterized by the statement, "His father had never at any 

· time displeased him by asking. Why have you done thus and so?" (1 
Kgs. 1,6). Effective parenting me<;lns taking the time to get involved in 
our children's lives and. correcting them,when necessary, even if the 
job is unpleasant. 

A second observati on is <\ long the sam~ line. After Absa lom had mur
dered his brother Amnon, David ignored Absalom, rather than puni sh
ing him immediately. He all0wed him to l ive in self-imposed ex ile for 
three years. How many parents in today's world, watching some sinful 
habit or negative attitude develop in their children, choose to ignore 
that fault, hoping it will magically disappear? Of course the bad gets 
worse until it's too late to avoid tragic results. ' 

Finally one must ask, what would cause a son to become so rebellious 
and perverse that he would actually attempt to destroy his own father? 
David failed to instill in his son even one ounce of loyalty or gratitude 
for what his father had done for him. Contrast the attitude of Jonathan, 
who in spite of his great love for David still chose to die with Saul on 
Mt. Gilboa because of his great loyalty to his father (1 Sam. 31 ). The 
lesson here is that great character is r\ever developed accidentally. If 
we would pass on to our sons and daughters the highest spiritual val- · 
ues, that is an urgent task to which we must give ourselves unre-
servedly. Jim Howard 



Family Time 

• 

MeY"le Merie 
"fe\<e.\ -

,/).~ 
"IT MAY BE CURTAINS FOR US, BUT l'fLL MAKE A 
GREAT FIGURE OF SPEECH." SEE DANIEL 5:5, 25. 
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6rowth In Jesus 

FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT 
TO THE NEW 

Part Three: Unifying Themes 

Of the many recurring themes in the Old Testa
ment, we will make mention of three that are es
pecially important. These three stand out both 
as the most fundamental lessons God .is trying to 
teach h,is people in the Old Testament, and as 
being important in showing us the unity between 
the two portions of the Scripture. 

(i) Promises: God' has always made a point of 
making numerous valuable, specific promises to 
his people. Cod does not ever require us to do 
anything, unless he also tells us how we will 
benefit! Beginning with Abraham, God 
promised to build up and protect his people, to 
bless them and to bless the world through them. 
The same promises given to Abraham (see Gene
sis 12:2-3 and 15:4-5) were inherited by 'his son 
Isaac, then by Isaac's son Jacob, and by Jacob's 
twelve sons who began the nation of Israel. The 
promises were then inherited by the nation as a 
whole, and ultimately, on a more spiritual level, 
by all who through Jesus were grafted into Israel 
- Christians (see Romans 11: 11-24). 

(ii) Cod's Presence: God has always made clear 
to his people that he is ever with them; he never 
leaves them on their own to struggle without 
him. In the Old Testament, he used many differ
ent mea,ns to express this, including priests, 
prophets, miracles, sacrificial laws and direct in
structions. In the New Testament, we will see 
that God had more perfect ways of making his 
presence clear. (See Jeremiah 31 :31-34 and He-

3 

brews 1:1-4, 8:1-13, 10:11-18.) Whether we are 
studying history or looking at events in our own 
experience, we will never truly understand what 
is happening unless we consider God's pres
ence. 

(iii) Cod's Eternal Plans: Even before th~ world 
was created (e.g. see 1 Peter 1 :20), God had 
planned to send his Son Jesus into the world to 
call all humans to himself. Throughout the Old 
Testament, from the books of Moses through the 
historical books, and even more so in 'the 
prophetic books, references are made to the . 
ways events in the O.T. relate to or prepare the 
way for God's Son. (There are many good 
sources that you can use to do a thorough study 
on these.) Neither God's nature, rior his charac
ter, nor the essentials of his plans have ever 
changed. 

These are just three of the most essential themes 
that help us see the interrelationship between 
the Old Testament and the New. As we study 
the historical period linking the two parts of our 
Scriptures, we should keep these themes in 
mind and see how they are illustrated. Even 
when reading about events not described in the 
Bible itself, it is possible to see how God fs tak
ing a hand in the history of his people. 

- Mark Carner 

'1 esu.s Christ is the same yesterday 
and. today anq forever." 

Hebrews 13:8 .
1 



Family Information 

Food Pantry · April 
The food pantry is in need of the following items: 21 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 

paper towels, beef stew, coffee (instant small), . 21 Pre Registration For The Singles Retreat 
Picture Taking For "N-Y" 
Potluck/Meeting For Camp Staff . 
Singles Retreat Potluck At Beth Tignor's 
Horne, 1 :00 pm 

peanut butter, jelly, tea bags. 21 

Camp Staff 
If you are going t6 be or would like to be part of 
our staff for tamp, please come tb our Potluck ' 
and M eeting today after morning ser\tices. This 
will be when we-decide on the camp schedule 
and sign up for different jobs. 

Family Photo Session 
Fami,ly photo's are being taken.today for those 
with last names beginning with N-Y. Please. re

·port immediately after service to room E-32. 
1 April 28th will be the next date for pictures for 

anyone who missed their scheduled date. 

Mother/Daughter Tea 
It's back! The Mother/Daughter Tea is scheduled 
for Saturday, May 11th. Please keep this date in 
mind. We will be honoring our.mothers/ daugh

21 
21 

22 

26-29 
27 
28 

Girl's Night Out, Fuc':lruckers, Cleveland 
Ave. See Cindi Gillespi.e For Details 
Central Ohio Singles Retreat 
COCS Picnic 
M~ke-up Day For Picture Taking 

· Thanks Teens! 
Thanks to the teens for making Easter baskets 
for the food pantry. Al.so special thanks to 
COCS (students, parents, staff) for your 
generous collection of food fqr the pantry last 
month. 

ters (or that special female in your life) starting at 1-------------------. / Contributions 10 a.m. with a light brur,ich, muffins and of Attendance 

course, tea. A s_hortptogramisalso being 
ptanned - more details coming soon! Plan to be 

last Week $4483 Weds 163 

• at this special event - you can ask your mother(s), Avg YTD $5284 Sun Class 177 
daug,hters, a 'specfal aunt, etc. Don{t miss it! · 

Russia $218 Sun AM 278 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening· 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Avg YTD $226 Sun PM 104 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frarik Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Jack Evans, Darrell Estep, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Mark Morris, Beryl McMasters, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

I 
I 
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Counting Our Blessings 
(Part One) 

Often we sing a song about counting our blessings. One of the 
lines of the son says to "name them one by one." It would fill many a 
page if we got around to writing all of them down on paper! God has 
been .very good to all of us. lri Acts 14: 17 we read that God "left not 
himself without witness, in thathe did good, and gave us rain from 
heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness." 
Our ~Hves would be barren indeed if the windows of heaven were 
dosed. The prophet Malachi wrote: 

Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, 
herein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed 

with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. Bl-ing ye 
all the tithes ir:ito the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, 
and prove me now h~rewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open 
you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that here 
shall not be room enough to

1 

receive it.,(Mal. 3:8~10). 
1 

The Blessing of Jesus. Our freedom in Chdst opens up many 
doors of joy and peace that shower our lives with sunshine. A splendid 
hymn tells us: 

Sunlight, sunlight, in my soul today, 
Sunlight, sunlight, all along the way, 
Since the Savior found me, took away my sin, 
I have had the sunlight of His love within. 

In Luke 17 we read the account of ten lepers who called for ' 
mercy from Jesus. After they were healed, only one came'back to thank 
and praise Jesus. The one leper who returned ought to be an example 
to us as one who always shows appreciation for the touch of Heaven's 
hand in our sojourn upon the earth. An unknown poet captures the 
heart of the matter when he says: 

If only I had found Jesus sooner, 
If the past I could only recall; 
But how thankful I am for the blood of the Lamb, 
And the fact that I found Him at all! 

Johnny Ramsey 



Ser11ing God 

AGAPE LOVE 

Our society seems angry. It's a scowling society 
- so few smiles. Many are abrupt, curt, or 
downright rude. And so often, because of th.is, 
you simply feel as though you are an intrusion, 
someone who is in the way. It's hard, isn't it? 

What our society needs, what our world needs, 
is an encounter with love, genuine love, the real 
thing. And; of course, you k'now that real, 
genuine love, the love that will last, the love that 
will endure because it is unconditional, is the 
love that only God can give - agape love. 

Agape love finds its source in God, who is love 
(1 John 4:8). 

Agape is a love that loves first. It is the 
aggressor. Listen to 1 John 4: 10: "This is love, 
not that we loved Cod, but that He loved us and 
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins." 
It is a love that called us beloved when we were 
not beloved (Rom. 9.:25). 

It's a love that does not end, for what He says to 
Israel, He says to you, "/have loved you with an 
everlasting love .. . "(Jer. 31 :3). 

It is a love that endures. It "bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things." It never fails (1 Cor. 13:7-8). 

This, Beloved (for that is what God calls you), is 
a love that you and I not only have received 
from the Father and the Son, but it is a love that 
we possess if we are truly children of God. You 
may not feel this love, you may not ~e allowing 
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it to flow through you, but if you are a child of 
God, it is there, because every child of God has 
the Spirit of God indwelling them. When you 
became a child of God, He poured out withi,n 
your heart the love of God (Rom. 5:5). 

We are the ones who possess this love. The 
world doesn't know this kind of love; they don't 
really possess it. Oh, they can have an eras 
love, the sexual, sensual love. They can have a 
storge love, the natural love of a mother, father, 
or ~f one human being for another. They can 
have a phi/ea love, a love that is based on 
something pleasing that you find in another 
person. ,But the only wellspring from which 
unconditional agape love is drawn is God's 
spring, the blessed Holy Spirit. 

Those scowling, angry, preoccupied, self
centered, hurting, hungry people need to 
experience God's love. They need to read His 
livi,ng epistles. When they do, they'll see that 
we are His by our love (John 13:35). And they 
need to read and know His written Word that 
will take them even further, even deeper into 
the blessed, confident assurance of His 
unconditional love, a love that loves them when 
they are sinners, helpless, ungodly enemies of 
God. 

Kay Arthur 

''And so we know and rely on the 
love God has for us. God is love. 

Whoever lives in love lives in 
God, and God in him." 

1John4:16 

Growth In Jes11s 

FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT · 
TO THE NEW ' 

. Part Four: 
Daniel's Prophet.ic Outline of History 

In Daniel 2, and again in Daniel 7, God revealed 
to Daniel an outline of the next several hundred 
years of human history. We. will use the histori
cal predictions in these prophecies as our start
ing point for studying the inter-testamental pe
riod. These prophecies come from two different 
dreams, but mean the same thing. In chapter 
two, the king of Babylon has a dream that Daniel 
interprets for him. In chapter seven, it is Daniel 
himself who dreams. Since this latter dream is 
given directly to a man who had a close relation
ship with God, it contains far more detail than 
the first dream, which was given to a pagan and 
had to be explained to him. · 

Both prophecies gave an outline of history, be
ginning with the (Neo-)Babylonian Empire, who 
in Daniel's time were the masters of the world, 
and moving on to three great future empires: the 
Persians, the Greeks, and the Romans: Each of 
these would in turn dominate the world for a 
time, but during th.e time of the fourth empire, 
God would reveal his own eternal kingdom that 
would eclipse all the others. (In the vision in 
chapter 2, the kingdom of God is a rock that 
smashes the other kingdoms, then grows to fill 
the whole world.) These prophecies precisely 
predicted the succession of empires that ruled 
the world through the time of Jesus, and pre
dicted the coming of Jesus during the time of the 
last one, the Romans. Daniel himself lived to 
see the fall of Babylon and the rise 9f the second 
of these great empires, the Medo-Persian. This 
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framework of history that was predicted through 
Daniel also gives a good outline for studying 
God's people up to the time of Christ. 

In the four centuries between Malachi's prophe
sies and Jesus' birth, there were several basic pe
riods in Israel's hi°story that we will look at below 
in more detail. First, the Persian Period that be
gan in 538 B.C. continued through 332 B.C. 
This was a period of rebuilding for the Jews, be
cause the Persians were in general kind masters, 
unlike 'the Babylonians and Assyrians. When 
Alexander the Great conquered Palestine in 332 
B.C., the Greek Period began, and lasted until 
167 B.C. While Alexander himself looked favor
ably on the Jews, he died less than 10 years later, 
and the struggles between his successors to con
trol his conquests led to a difficult period for 
God's people. For many years, they were caught 
in the midd!e of these territorial wars, and were 
later stuck under the rule of the hostile Seleucid 
kings. In response to their harsh rule, the Mac
cabean revolt led to a Period of Independence 
that lasted from 167 B.C. to 63 B.C. and ended 
when the Romans conquered Jerusalem. The 
Roman Period, of course, continued through the 
time of Christ and the time of Acts, ending in 
A.D. 70 when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem 
and scattered the Jews. After that time, the his
tory of God's people centers ,o.n the church, 
rather than on the physical nation of Israel. 

- Mark Carner 

"In the time of those kings, the God of 
· heaven will set up a kingdom that will 
never be d5stroyed, nor wi'lt it be left to 
another people. It will crush all those 

kingdoms and bring them to an end, but 
it will itself endure forever." 

Daniel 2:44-
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Food Pantry April 

The food pantry is in need of the following items: 
coffee (instant small), peanut butter, jelly, tea 
bags pancake mix, pancake syrup, crackers, 
sugar. 

26-29 Central Ohio Singles Retreat 
28 Make-up Day For Pictyre Taking 

Family Photo Session 
Today is the last day for pictures for anyone who 
missed their scheduled date. :Please report to 1 
room E-32 immediately after services. 3-4 

4 

Middle School s 
11 
12 
13 

We will be having a middle school retreat Satur
day May 4th from 10:00 am to 8:00 pm. A bicy
cle scavenger hunt at Sharon Woods Park and 
other things are planned'. Cost is only $5.00. See · 
CharlieYatesforfurtherdetailsat471-9191. I 15 

Deacon's Meeting 
Deacon's meetings will be held the first Sunday 
of every month at 8:00 am. The next scheduled 
meeting is Sunday May 5th. 

19 
19 

May 

SO's Plus Meeting In T;he Annex 
.Middle School Retreat 
Pataskala Youth Rally 
Deacon's Meeting 8:00 am 
Mother Daughter Tea 
Services At Willowbrook · 
Parent And Youth Workers Me~ting 
7:30 pm In The Annex 
SO's Plus Meeting In The Annex 

, SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Orient Correctional Institute 

Anxiety 
Anxiety is not only a pain "Yhich we must ask 
God to assuage but a+so ii weakness we must ask 
him to pardon-for h.e has told us to take no care 
for the morrow. 

Contributions Attendance 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

'9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Last Week $4850 Weds 135 

Avp YTD $5259 Sun Class 162 

C.S. lewis 
Russia $260 Sun AM 299 

Avg YTD $228 Sun PM 106 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, ~ay Thorne 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, · 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Jack Evans, Darrell Estep, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris,.Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Counting Our Blessings 
(Part Two) 

The blessing of God's word and prayer. What if prayer and Bible study 
were not available to us? No message from our Creator and no avenue 
for us to call upon the Father would ever bring sorrow to our souls,'but 
do we avail ourselves of such opportunities? How many days go by 
when we fail to utilize these noble privileges? We rob ourselves of pre
cious moments of spiritual growth when we bypass study and prayer. 

' 

The blessing of being part of the family of God. What if we were not 
blessed with our Christian brothers and sisters? Suppose that there were 
no other Christians on earth to love, cherish and associate with? The 
special bond that ties us together in the love of Jesus is a precious part 
of the gospel syst~m. In 1 Peter 2:17 Christians are told to "love the 
brotherhood." We are supposed to "love one another with a pure heart 
fervently'' (1 Pet. 1 :22) but often we forget to express deep appreciation 
to those of like precious faith" (2 Pet. 1: 1 ). In the midst of an incredibly 
wicked world, we ought to pause and find ti.me for the warm associa
tion wifh fellow saints. 

The blessing of having a focus for life. What if we had no perfect ex
ample to fol low and no standard by which to pattern. our I ives? Does it 
make any d,ifference in our conduct to recall· ~nd follow the footprints of 
Jesus, to walk in the sacred light of the Scriptures? Will we, like so 
many others, wander aimlessly through life and shun the way of holi
ness so clearly set by Jesus? There is no merit nor peace in the path
way of the infidel or skeP.tic. Atheism and humanism are bereft of pur
poseful living. Materialism consumes and extinguishes nobl~ emphasis 
a~d proper direction. · 

Conclusion 
Christians ought to be in the business of numbering our blessings and 
praising our God in heaven! As the son about counting our blessings 
continues, it says: · 

When you look at others with their lands and gold, 
Think that Christ has promised you His wealth untold; 
Count your many blessings, money c_annot buy 
Your reward in heaven, nor your home on high. 

What a great lesson we can learn from that song! let us as Christians 
never murmur and complain. Instead, I.et us "praise Cod from whom 
all blessings flow!" -Johnny Ramsey 



Ser11ing 6od 

Jericho Drive 

Joshua 6: 16-1 7,20 "Shout! For the LORD has 
given you the city! The city and all that is in it 
are to be devoted to the LORD ... " When the 
trumpets sounded, the people shouted, and at 
the sound of the trumpet, when the people gave 
a loud shGut, the wall collapsed; so every man 
charged straight in, and they took the city. (NIV) 

On April 28, Christians from all over Columbus 
are going to participate in a modern day Jericho 
march. Our city belongs to the Lord and he has 
given it to us to reach. Christians, let us unite 
under our common allegiance to otir Lord Jesus 
Christ and march in prayer around this city. If we 
step out in faith and do battle with the weapon 
qf intercession (Ephesians 6: 1 2), Jesus wi 11 tear 

- down the walls of sin and division. Then we 
may finally enter and take Columbus for the 
glory of our Savior, Jesus Christ! 

Although Joshua and the Israelites plundered the 
evil of Jericho, they also res.cued Rahab and her 
family. When Rahab heard abouUhe mighty 
works 0f God (Joshua 2: 10-11 ), she declared, 
"for the LORD your Cod is Cod in heaven 
above and on the earth below." Th~re are many 
here in our city who can be rescued. We must 
declare the mighty works of God. Many will 
respond as Rahab, and their souls can be 
delivered from death. 

Our first step in taking Columbus for Jesus must 
include unity in prayer. Join those from all over 
the city in the battle of intercession. The very 
soul of our city is at stake. The plan is to drive 
around interstate 270 and beseech our Lord to 
tear down the walls of Columbus. We will 
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"march" on Sunday, April 28th at 3 PM. You 
may get on the freeway at the most convenient 
entrance ramp for you. Just remember we will 
be traveling clockwise. Find some others to go 
with you so you have a carload. Plan to circle 
Columbus one time which takes about one h9ur 
and fifteen minutes. Tie a metallic gold ribbon 
(Revelation 5:8) to the antenna of your car. This 
ribbon will symbolize the unified body of Christ
in prayer. 

While traveling, pray on these seven areas: 

1. For personal repentance and revival 
in the hearts of believers (Colossians 
3:5, 10) 

2. For the walls of denominational ism to 
come down and true biblical unity to 
come about (John 13:34-35; 1 
Corinthians 13) 

3. For the unity between the races that 
the church would be the example of 
brotherly love (1 John 4:20.-21; 
Galatians 3:28,29) 

4. For the ministers of the churches in 
Columbus wisdom, protection, strength 
to be uncompromising to the truth, 
encouragement (1 Thessalonians 5: 12-
1 3; 2 Thessalon ians 1: 11, 1 2; 1 Timothy 
5:17) 

5. For a passionate love for the lost to 
see them saved! (Acts 1 :8; 2 Timothy 
4:2; Matthew 28: 1 9-20) 

6. The March for Jesus (May 19th) that 
the name of Jesus will be honored and 
gl~rified that day (Psalm 11 7) 

· 7. For wisdom and protection for those 
who are organizing the March for Jesus 
(Ephesians 6:18; 1 Peter 5:8) 

Growth In Jesus 

FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT 
TO THE· NEW 

Part Five: The Persian Period 
(From before the end of the O.T. to 332 B.C.), 

When the Medes and Persians conquered Baby
lon in 538 B.C. (an event referenced in Daniel 
5), the Jews passed from Babylonian rule to Per
sian rule. The Persians, who were the stronger 
part of the Medo-Persian alliance, had a much 

. different attitude towards conquered nations 
t:han did the Babylonians. They were just as ag
gressive when it came to protecting their inter
ests, but they had little interest in oppressing a 
people, such as the Jews, who were numerically 
and rriilitarily no threat to them. (In contrast, the 
Babylonians aggressively conquered any conve
nienttarget for the sake of conquest itself.) If 
anything, the Persians considered it a needless 
risk to antagonize a minority population and risk 
dangerous dissent or uprising. The Persians pre-· 
ferred to interact positively with their new sub
jects. 

Thus, only two years after conquering Babylon, 
Cyrus the Great of Persia decreed that the Jews 
could begin to return to their homeland (see 2 
Chronicles 36:22-23, Ezra 1 :1-4). So first Zerub
babel, then Ezra, then Nehemiah led groups of 
returning exiles. Each group took the national 
job of rebuilding a' step further. First they under
took the rebuilding of the temple, a project they 
began immediately but then needed prodding to 
finish after it bogged down. Next came restoring 
the law, and then the well-known rebuilding of 

' the waifs, led by Nehemiah. 
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Meanwhile, back in Persia there was even for a 
time a Jewish queen, when Esther married the 
Persian king Xerxes (called Ahasuerus in the 
Bible). The events described in the book of Es
ther took place from 478 B.C. to 473 B.C., and 
Esther as queen was instrumental in saving the 
Jews who still lived in Persia from the plots of a 
few Persians who hated God's people. 

The Old Testament ends with Malachi continu
ing the spiritual rebuilding of Israel, which con
tinued in the years ahead. · Malachi's·stern chal
lenges show us that, even after over 100 years of 
rebuilding, there were still numerous areas in 
which the people of God still needed to grow. 
But at the same time, we see that they had per
manently put behind them the main problems 
that had led God to send them into the exile. In 
particular, the Jews never again struggled with 
the

1

idolatry that for so long they had flirted with. 

For the rest of the time the Persians dominated 
their part of the world, God's people continued 
this process of spiritual growth, and this entire 
period of their history is a valuable example of 
spiritual rebuilding - showing the patience, judg
ment, humility, and faithfulness to God's Word 
that must work together in such a process. 

N~xt time we will take a. look at Jewish life under 
the Persians, before moving on to the Greek pe
riod. 

- Mark Carner 

'fyou alsO', Ji.ke living stones, are 
being bu#t into a spiritual house to 

b~ a holy priesthood, offering 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 

God through Jesus Christ". 
1Peter2:5 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following items: 
coffee (instant small), peanut butter, tea bags, 
paper towels, kleenex. 

Marriage Retreat 
Start making plans today for the fall marriage 
retreat. It will be Septeriif)er 27th and ,28th at 
Atwood Lake Resort. 

Camp Staff 
On Sunday May 19th after morning services we 
will have a potluck and the Morris' will conduct 
the counselor training session. You will need,to 
be there if you plan on coming to camp (lots of 

, important info will be presented). 

Welcome 
David and Kristin Maynard placed membership. 
They have 2 daughters, Stephanie and Jennifer. 
Their-address. is 3476 Westerville Woods Dr., 
Columbus Oh 43231-phone 523-1794. 

Congratulations 
Carol Lee was baptized Tuesday. Her address is 
3414 Dresden #3.Q.2,iCofumbus'Ohio 43224 
phone-267-1980. 

May 

11' Mother Daughter Tea 
12 Services At Willowbrook 
13 Par~nt And Youth Workers Meeting 

7:30 pm In The Annex 
15 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
19 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
1 9 Orient Correctional ·institute 

Fellowship 

This Evening we have another opportunity to 
fellowship with the brothers and sisters from the 
Indian Springs congregation and possibly some 
others. We have the pleasure of being led in 
worship by the praise team Lights, with Brian 
Casey. They are from outside Phiiadelphia. Be 
sure to note the change of time as we will be 
starting here tonight at 6pm. 

Contributions 

last Week 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

Avg YTD 

$3264 

$5148 

$129 

$222 

Attendance 

Weds 153 

Sun Class 1 5 7 

Sun AM 301 

Sun PM 127 

· Services 

Sunday Bib)e Study 
Sunday Worship·Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 

.--

John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Jack Evans, Darrell Estep, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDanie l, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt ' , 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A Choice About Mo~ey 

In view of the teaching of Scripture, there are no grounds for despising 
money as unimportant or as evil- in its~lf. Nor will a Christian regard 
the p~ssession of it, whether by nations, churches or individuals, as in 
itself wrong. Money wi 11 be regarded as a gift from the One from whom 
comes "every good gift and every perfect gift. II Uames 1: 1 7) 

What matters ultimately is the way that wealth .is µsed. Will it be a 
means of expressing our s~lfishness? Or will it be received thankfully as 
a provision from God to enrich our lives and the lives of others? Will it 
be the Christian's mastery of money, or will money hercise mastery 
over the Christian? Will the Christian choose God - or mammon? 

A person may be an outward member of a church and make full use of 
its ministrations, but i¥ he is basically a lover of the world, the Bible tells 
us that he is at enmity with God. Uames 4:4, J John 2: 15). Again, if a · 
person shows no concern for his brother in need, God's love does not 
dwell in him. (1 John 3:17) 

If we live in a prosperous land, and belong to a well-endowed and pros
perous church, our duty is clear. God has given us a heavy responsibil
ity to care for and to support our poorer brethren, wherever they may 
live. We shall not be able to enjoy luxury while our brethren are in 
need. 

If we live in an underdeveloped territory, and belong to a church that is 
poor, we may reasonably look to our brethren in Christ for help and 
support. But we shall look to the richness of God's grace, and guard 
against covetousness or an obsession with our needs. 

I 

111 any case, we shall be making a choice; a choice that has always 
loomed before every follower of the Master, who had "nowhere to lay 
his head." (Matt. 8:20, Luke 9:58) It is the choice between God - a 
crown of thorns, a cross, a way through death to life - and mammon. 

Kenneth Prior (Rochester, England) 



Ser11ing 6od 

Mar.<:h for Jesus! 

The LORD will march out like a mighty man, 
like a warrior he will stir up his zeal; with a 
shout he will raise the battle cry and will 
triumph over his enemies. Isaiah 42:13 (NIV) 

Ori May 19th, there is expected to be a 
gathering of over 20,000 men, women, and 
children in down.town Columbus to march for 
Jesus. Plan on being a part of this time of 
worship to God and proclamation of your 
allegiance to Jesus Christ. 

THE FIRST GLOBAL MARCH 1994 
On June 25, 1994, a ring of praise and prayer 
circled the earth as millions of Christians 
gathered to celebrate Christ. Marches are being 
planned in every time zone in the world. Every 
nation in the Western Hemisphere were 
marchihg for Jesus. 

RECENT MARCHES IN ENGLAND 
In 1987, the MARCH FOR JESUS began in 
England with small church groups who decided 
to take what they were experiencing in their 
churches oat into the streets. To their surprise, 
more than 15,000 people turned 'out in London 
despite pouring rain. They marched throughout 
the financial district of the city praying for God 
to deal with wickedness, greed, and inflation. In 
the days following the march, instances of 
insider trading and fraud were exposed and the 
stock market crashed. 

Encouraged, the .groups planned another 
MARCH for May, 1988. This time a crowd of 
53,000 participated. Prayers were focused on 
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the government. That evening following the 
MARCH, the then prime minister Margaret 

I 
Thatcher publicly spoke of her faith i.n Christ, 
drawing considerable media attention and 
sparking debate about Christianity. 

In 1989, MARCH FOR JESUS continued with 
marches in 45 locations all across England. -
More than 200,000 participated, drawing the 
attention of the national media. In Belfast; 
Ireland, more than 6,000 Catholics and 
Protestants marched together. 

MARCHES IN THE UNITEQ STATES 
In the fall of 1989, Graham Kendrick, popylar 
British songwriter, presented the "Make Way" 
march music and concept to several thousand 
people attending a worship conference in 
Anaheim, California. Following the conference, 
seve'ral fairly small marches occurred around 
the country in 1990. Included among these was 
the first PRAISE MARCH FOR JESUS in Austin, 
Texas, with 1200 people from 20 area churches 
marching. The next year Austin had the largest 
and best organized march of its type in the US 
so far, 15,000 Christians marched that day. 

Columbus had MARCH FOR JESUS in 1882, 
1993, and 1994, each had approximately 12, 
000 marchers. Praise God! By marching, we 
place our feet on the ground of the plaGe where 
God has called us to minister. This gives focus 
to our prayers as we unite our hearts, asking 
God to chahge our city and nation. 

The 1995 march' grew to an estimated 20,000 
plus marchers from all segments of.our city. We 
thank God for the tremendous turnout in 1995, 
and looking forward to see what God will do (n 
1996. 

-Selected 

6rowth In Jes11s 

FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT 
TO THE NEW 

Part Six: 
Jewish Life Under the Persians 

In general, this Persian period was a peaceful 
one for the Jews. Except for a handful of at
tempted persecutions by pagans (e.g. as 
recorded in Esther, Daniel 6, and Nehemiah 4) 

·the greatest challenge of this period was to keep 
a spiritual focus and to avoid being caught up in 
the merely physical process of rebuilding. We 
can see, in our own experience, how much eas
ier it is to attend to the outward details of min
istry, than it is to take car~ to nurture the inner 
needs of our souls. Book~ like Nehemiah, Hag
gai, and Malachi s~ow us that, in their rebuild
ing,, the Jews needed constant reminding a_nd 
prodding to do this. Ezra and Nehemiah had to 
go to great lengths to keep a spiritual emphasis 
in the activities th~y led. But overall, this battle 
too was won, thus proving the wisdom of'God's 
decision, made several generations previously, 
to send the Jews into exile as the only hope for 
spiritual renewal. 

For much of the Persian period, 'the Jews were 
gov,erned by a counci I of 120 members 
(sometimes referred to as the Great Synagogue) 
that continued through the beginning of Greek 
rule. This group was most probably the first to 
gather and group the canonical books (that is, 
the books inspired by God) in!o a form similar to 
what we now call the Old Testament. 

It ,was during the Persian period that the Jews 
who had remained in Persia (or who had been 

scattered elsewhere) began to face a new prob
lem. Formerly, the people of God had either 
lived by themselves, or in a hostile land that op
pressed them. They now began to face the 
dilemmas of living in lands that were no longer 
hostile towards them, but who desired to assimi
late them. This certainly lent itself to some ad
vantages for God's people, but it also posed new 
problem.s, and God's people would increasingly 
be faced with these kinds of situations in the 
years ahead as they spread out further. (The pro
cess by which the Jews became scattered over 
the hundreds of years of Persian and Greek rule 
is usually called the dispersion or the diaspora.) 

, But at the same time, a threat to the Persian· Em
pire itself, and the stability it brought to the Jews, 
was developing in Macedonia, where the various 
Greek city~states were gradually becoming 
united under Macedonian rule. The Greeks and 
Persians fought each other in a series of costly, 
bloody and inconclusive wars from about 500 
B.C. until the days of Alexander the Great1 This 
is a famous period in world history, and you can 
read all about it in any standard ancient history 
book. Here we are only going to be concerned 
with the aspects of the period that directly af
fected the history of God's people. 
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When Alexander finally conquered the Persians 
in 331 B.C., a new period began for the Jews. 
Next week we will begin looking at God's peo
ple li'.!ing in the age of the Greeks. 

- Mark Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 

The food pantry is in need of the following items: 
paper towels, beefstew, coffe,e (instant small), 
canned fruit, tea bags, kleenex, paper towels. 
Your help is greatly appreciated. 

~am.P Staff -

On Sunday May 19th after morning services we 
will have a potluck and the Morrises will con
duct the counselor training session. You will 
heed to be there if you plan on coming to camp 
(lots of important info will be presented). 

Willow Brook 

Don't forget that Northland has the services at 
Willow Brook today at 2pm. 

Parents An~ Youth Workers Meeting 

Tomorrow night at 7:30pm there will be a meet
ing in the annex for parents and youth workers. 

May 

12 Services At Willowbrook 
13 Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 

_ 7:30 pm In The Annex 
15 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
19 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
19 , Orient Correctional Institute 
19 Camp Staff Meeting I Potluck After 

Morning Services 

Simple Things 

"Jesus said great things so simply that he seems 
not to have thought about them, and yet so 
clearly that it is obvious that he thought about 
them. Such clarity together with such simplicity 
is wonderful." · 

:.Blaise Pascal 

Contributions Attendance 

Mankind's Destiny last Week $6433 

$5216 

$295 

$226 

Weds I 147 , l j 

The destiny of mankind is not decided by mate- I Avg YTD Sun Class 151 

rial computation. We are spirits, not animals. I Russia 
-Winston Churchill 

Sun AM 275 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study . 
Sunday Worship 'Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 <im 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Avg YTD Sun PM 173 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, LYfln Cha,n;.pney, Jack Evans, Darrell Estep, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelisis: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

.,....-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Mothers Teach How To love God 
The godly mothers whom we read about in the Scriptures provide numer
ous good examples of loving God. Jesus called us to love God "w(th all 
your heart and with all your souJ and with all your mind and with all your 
strength" (Mark 12:30), and in the Scriptures we can find examples of 
godly mothers who demonstrate each of these in action. They not only 
show faithfulness themselves, but also play important roles in passing their 
love of God on to their children. Let's look atjust four of these godly 
mothers: 

Luke 1 :4:6-55 is the song of Jesus' own mother, Mary, who loved God with 
all her heart.' When we read MarY's deep appreciation of what God has 
done, and her desire tb be closer to God, we can see why God saw her as 
an appropriate human mother for Jesus. Mary wanted nothing more than 
to see God work, and rejoiced to be part of his plans. 

Hannah, Samuel's mother, is a fine example of loving Cod with all her 
soul. Hannah not·only devoted her own life to God, but her son's iife as 
wel I. She believed that who she was, & who her son was, was based on 
God. After receiving her long awaited son, her wish for him was that he 
serve God with his whole life. No· wonder Samuel was able to serve God's 
people with such integrity - he learned how to from Hannah. 

Timothy was a man of deep faith and understanding, and 2 Timothy 1 :5 
reveals a big reason for this. Timothy's mother Eunice (as well as his 
grandmother!) loved Cod with all her mind. She passed on her love for the 
Word of God to her son, who used the knowledge to save and protect 
m~ny souls. It is heart-warming to thi~k of Eunice and Lois sitting with 
young Timothy and teaching the Scriptures, and to think of how these ses
sions later influenced many lives. 

Although Naomi was only tqe mother-in-law of Ruth, sh~ treated her like a 
true daughter, and showed her how to love Cod with all her s(rength. De
spite having her heart weighted down with tragedies she didn't 'understand, 
Naomi nevertheless showed Ruth how to qe faithful, and she did every
thing in her power to make Ruth's own life pleasant and secure. Naomi's 
faithfulness w~s passed on through Ruth to her family1 the line of the future 
king David.' 

As we observe Mother's Day, recalling all the ways our own mothers have 
served and loved us, let us not least remember the ways that they have 
showed and taught us how to love our God. 

Mark Garner 



Family Time 

'9.~ 
.. FORTY YEARS WE'VE 6EEN WANDERING IN THE 
WILDERNESS. AND THE KIDS ARE STILL ASKING. 

'ARE 'WE THERE YET?'" SEE NUMBERS 14:26-33. 
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Growth In Jesus 

FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT 
TO THE,NEW 

Part Seven: The Greek Period , 
(332 B.C. to 167 B.C.) 

The Greeks had already had a long history by the 
time they enter into the history of God's people. 
The Trojan war, Homer's writings, the 
Olympiads, and many other familiar topics from 
Greek literature and history, all ,date from long 
before the wars with Persia. As the Greeks enter 
our story, though, Philip of Macedon (Alexander 
the Great's father) had just united the Greeks un
der Macedonian leadership. For two hundred 
years, the Greeks had been fighting a series of fa
mous but inconclusive wars with the Persians. 
The Greeks had better resources and tactics, but 
the Persians were far more unified. From time to 
time, the Greeks would band together for a great 
victory (for example, the famous battle of 
Marathon in 490 B.C.) but soon would be broken 
apart by the intense rivalries and suspicions 
amongst the Greek city-states. Philip's great life
time achievement was to unify the Greeks, which 
enabled them to unleash their full power upon 
the world. 

' 
The Greeks are remembered today as good exam-
ples of learning and wisdom. But most people 
today forget that, whenever they could, and 
whenever they were not at war amongst them
selves., the Greeks used these otherwise ad
mirable qualities to conquer and oppress neigh
bor nations that were less advanced. Thus, after 
Philip's death, Alexander "The Great" launched a 
brief but extraordinarily successful period of con
quest that included not only the final defeat of 
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Persia but also the invasion of many other lands, 
including Palestine (Palestine is the ancient histo
rians' name for the land of Israel). 

At first, this did not seem bad for the Jews, as 
Alexander qt,Jickly formed a high opinion of the 
Jews because of their culture and their faithful
ness to their heritage and beliefs. Though 
Alexander had no real spiritual understanding, 
he was perceptive enough to notice many of the 
ways that the belief in Yahweh had positively in
fluenced the Jews' lives and culture. So he ac
corded them protections not always extended to 
those· he conquered (e.g.' he did not harm the.: city 
of Jerusalem when he conquered Palestine) and 
he took steps to preserve their culture for the 
benefit of his own people. When he founded the 
great city of Alexandria in Egypt (which he mod
estly named after himself), he saw to it that a 
large number of Jews were settled there advanta
geously. Alexander had deliberately founded 
Alexandria as a new .seat of learning and culture 
(pursuing the Greek ideal). One of the long-term 
results of this was the eventual translation of the 
Old Testament into Greek, which we know to
da'y as the Septuagint. 

But Alexander was sowing the seed of his own 
destruction, and his death, with the political and 
military disorder that it caused, would expose 
God's people to many difficulties as Alexander's 
successors battled· for his lanps .. Just as believers 
often are today, the Jews would be caught in the 
middle ofa series of conflicts amongst pagans, in 
which they had nq interest; and had nothing to 
gain but S!Jrvival . 

-Mark Carner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry · 
The food p'antry is in need of the following items: 
peanut butter, paper towels, kleenex, coffee, tea, 
jelly, pancake mix, pancake syrup. 

Help Needed 
The food pantry is in desperate need of workers 
for the month of'June arid Ju·ly, please sign up. 

Camp Staff 
,After morning services today we will have a 
potluck and the Morrises will conduct the coun
s~lor training session. You will ne~d to be there 
if you'plan on coming to camp (lots of important 
info will be presented). 

Ladies Bible Study 
Last Tuesday a new Ladies Bible Study group 
started. The study is at the home of Leisha Evans, 
5685 Beaver ~ead Ct., 476-1117. They started . 
their study with a series on the "I Am" scriptures 
spoken by Jesus. This is a great opportunity to 
bring a friend and ·learn more abbut Jesus. If you 
have any questions, please contact Lora Bradley 
or Jane West. 

.... 
'Pictures 

' Today is absolutely the last day for pictures to 
be taken. f veryone who missed their regularly 
scheduled time, do not be camera shy! Please 
report to room E-32 immediately after services. 

Ca/end al' 

June 

COCS Kindergarten Gracluation 
2 Eider's Deacon's Meeting 8:00 am 
3 Girls Night Out 
·5 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
9 Teen Devo 
10 Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 

7:30 pm In The Annex 
16 50's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
16-22 NWOCYC Camp Week 
19 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 

Please Note 

If you have an announcement or event that 
needs to be put into the bulletin, please give it 
to' Mark Garner or Jack Evans, or put it in one of 
their boxes at least 2 weeks befor~ the event. 

Contributions 

Last Week 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

Avg YTD 

$5601 

$5235 

$297 

$229 

Attendance 

Weds 

Sun Class 

Sun AM 

Sun PM 

151 

155 

294 

173 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Ev!!nlng 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
-10:30 am 

5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 

Northland Church of Christ 

John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Jack Evans, Darrell Estep, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, L0u Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

4581 Cleveland Ave. Columl)us, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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I Need To Feel The Touch 

"And He took them up in His arms, put His hands upon them, and 
blessed them." (Mark 10:16) 

I need to feel the touch of the Master's hand, 

The warmth of His embrace, 

Holding me close, making me feel safe, loved. 

But He is not here. 

I wander around, frightened, looking for the Master; 

Faces are everywhere, voices; 

But I am so alone. 

The days go by, 

The emptiness grows, 

I cannot go on. 

'Wait! A hand touched my hand, 

An arm is embracing me, warm, gentle, loving! 

Who could it be? 

The touch of the hand, 

The warm embrace, 

The Master has touched me through my friend. 
-Joyce Metcalf 

Jane Wooster shared this poem with us for the bulletin. Jane comments 
on it: "This is an unpublished poem, written as a thank you note to 
someone who had demonstrated Cod's love to the writer. Love shown 
to someone that is suffering can be a powerful life-line to tie a sufferer 
more firmly to Cod or to bring a person to Cod and his salvation. That 
other person may be a stranger, an acquaintance, a friend, a relative, a 
spouse, or a child." 



Ser11ing 6od 

A DEAD MAN'S POSSESSIONS 

Six wooden stools, two small tables (like coffee 
tables), a stuffed mattress (single-size), a bed 
made of 2x4 planks with strips of old tires as 
webbing, one old oil painting of Mt. Kenya that 
we gave to him eight years ago, a small piUow 
with a rip and stuffing falling out, and two plastic 
buckets - these were the last of my friend and 
worker, Stephen's, possessions. , 

He had died of cerebral malaria while we were 
in the States last year, and we were now taking 
his belongings back to his home. All he owned 
fit in the back of a Land Cruiser. As I wondered 
how long it would take for people to pack up 
my belongings when I die and how many trucks 
it would take? I thought of closets, attics and 
garages back in the States. It really messes up 
your materialistic mind when you see simplicity 
in its raw form. · 

We head down the road and up into the hills of 
Ukambani land where Stephen's family lives. 
The Cruiser grinds up the windy hills in low gear 
to his home. His house sits on the top of a ridge 
from which one can see endlessly in two 
directions. The irony of it - Stephen could see 
"half the world" and yet he possessed so little of 
it. A small three-room mud brick house, a half
acre, six wooden stools, two small coffee tables, 
a stuffed mattress ... 

While sitting on one of those stools and eating a 
meal with his widow and four chiklren I glanced 
at the wal I and saw photographs of my own 
family. Stephen loved and cherished us all and 
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we were on his walls as a memorial to what he 
believed important in life - the relationships he 
had with his loved ones. My mind flashed back 
to a time· I visited a room he rented in Nairobi. 
I was shocked when I wa~ked in and realized 
that most of the things I was seeing were mine! 
At least they had been; I had thrown them 
away. A broken stool, an old picture, a piece of 
rope now used as a room divider with a curtain 
on it, a stubby brush, a computer printer box, 
tin cans, plastic containers, video tape hanging 
as streamers, paper cupcake holders, an old 
family photo - my family. All these things I had 
thrown away and he found them to be 
utilitarian. Even my old family photos - he 
cherished the memories more than I did. 

It all served to remind me of the beauty of'the 
African people that I work with. In general they 
value relationships far above the collection of 
material goods.' Things are not as important as 
people. Two truths from our Saviof came to 
mind: "You are the ones who justify yourselves 
in the eyes of men, but God knows your hearts. 
What is highly valued among men is detestable 
in God's sight" (Luke 16: 15) and "Watch out! Be 
on your guard against all kinds of greed; a 
man's life does not consist in the abundance of 
his possessions" (Luke 12: 15). 

Six wooden stools, two small tables, a stuffed 
mattress ... 

J.D. Reppart (Nairobi, Kenya) 

"Then he said to them, Watch outl 
Be on youP guard ·against all kinds 

of greed; a man's #fe does not 
consist in the abundance of his 

possessions. " 
Luke 12:15 

Growth In Jesus 

BETWEEN THE TESTAMENTS 

Part Eight: 
The Greek Period, continued 

During the brief period in which Alexander the 
Great ruled the Jewish homeland, God's people 
had no great difficulties with the Greeks. But 
Alexander, intox'icated by his own achievements, 
decided he .was indestructible and, having run 
out of military and intellectual goals, began to 
pursue a life of debauchery and indulgence. So 
he died in 323 B.C. at the young age of 33, leav
ing behind a huge and wealthy empire with no 
predetermined successor. 

Those whose own qualifications are minimal of
ten content themselves with seizing things earned 
or created by those of genuine ability and desire. 
Thus, four rival factions competed for the right to 
rule over the lands that Alexander had con
quered. Each faction was led by a general far in
ferior to Alexander in mind and spirit. The two 
factions which are important to our study are the 
Ptolemies. and the Seleucids, who divided up the 
eastern part of Alexander's former empire. The 
Jews were for some time caught in the' middle of 
these two factions and the senseless wars they 
fought. 

General Seleucus took control of Syria and its en
virons, initially including Palestine. General 
Ptolemy took Egypt, and Egypt soon annexed 
Palestine (remember - that is the way the Gentile 
p9wers referred to Israel) in 301 B.C., the first of 
several changes in control. The Ptolemies (kings 
of Egypt) were generally tolerant rulers to the , 
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Jews, partly because of their large and consfruc
tive influence in Alexandria. Sy~agogues became 
common throughout Egypt. 

\ 

The Hellenizing Threat and its Consequences 
However, a different and more subtle threat to 
God's people lay in the patient, but persistent, at
tempts of the Greek rulers to "Hellenize" them -
that is, to turn them into Greeks. (Even though 
the Ptolemies were based in Egypt, they and the 
leaders of Egyptian society during this time were 
Greeks by descent, and ~ere de~oted to the 
spread of Greek culture, desiring to assimilate the 
best of the other cultures in their empire. The 
same was true of the Seleucids, who ruled in 
Syria, but were Greeks.) As the Jews had become 
more and more scattered, they had faced this kind 
of challenge before, but the Greeks were far 
prouder of their culture, and much more eager to 
see it spread, than any other ancient society. The 
Greeks also desired the Jews gradually to adopt 
the differing Greek values on such things as sex
ual morality, social ethics, social customs, eating 
habits, and other matters that clashed with both 
the laws of Moses and with Jewish tradition. 

This problem - living in a world that will tolerate 
and e\/en accept God's people, as long as they 
conform outwardly to society's demands - is one 
we can identifY. with, and thus we can learn from 
the response of the Jews to the Greeks, which we 
sh al I study next ti me. 

- Mark Garner 



Food Pantry 
The 'food pantry is in need of the following items: 
peanut butter, kleenex, coffee, tea, jelly, pan
cake mix, pancake syrup. 

Help Needed 
The food pantry is in need of workers forthe 
months of June and July, please sign up. 

~irl's N.ight Out 
On Monday June 3rd, "Girl's Night Out'.' will be 
at the Casa Fiesta (on 161 near Howard John
sons). We will meet there at 6:30 pm. If you 
need directions or ii ride, see Cindi Gillespie. To 
get an approximate count for ou~ reservation, 
please sign the list on the bulletin board near the 
auditorium. 

.. Camp 
Camp week is getting very close! If you have not 
filled out your registration form, please do it im
mediately. If you would like to help at carnp 
(More men counselors are needed)1 please see 
Dave McDaniel. 

Summit '96 
Brenda Moore is in charge of child care for Sum-
mit Family Emphasis Weekend on Labor Day 

1 
2 
3 
5 

-9 
10 

16 
16-22 
19 

June 

COCS Kindergarten ·Graduation · 
Eider's Deacon's Meeting 8:00 am 
Girls Night Out, Casa Fiesta, On 161 
50's P~us Meeting In The Annex' 
Teen Devo 
Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
7:30 pm In The Annex 
50's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
NWOCYC Canip Week · 
-50's Plus Meeting· In The Annex 

· Please Note 

If you have an announcement or event that 
needs to be put into the bulletin, please give it 

' I 
to Mark Garner or Jack-Evans, or put it in one of 
their boxes at least 2 weeks before the event. 

Contributions Attendance 

I Last Week $4160 Weds 136 

I Avg YTD $5184 Sun Class 155 

Weekend. She needs donations of items such as: I R . 
toys, books, crayons, and numerous other child- ussia $209 Sun AM 277 

care related items. See Brenda if you can' help. I Avg YTD $228 Sun PM 97 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5!30 pm 
7:00 pm 

' 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon· Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Bamhardt1 Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
Davicl McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evange(ists: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Sp~rring One-Another On 

During one period of bitter fighting in World War 11, General 
Dwight Eisenhower paid a visit to a division headquarters to talk 
to troops who had just come bac'k from the front for a brief rest. 

It had been raining and the mud was at shoe-top level. General 
Eisenhower stepped on to a makeshift piatform and spoke a few 
sentences of encouragement. 

As he stepped do':"'n, he slipped in the mud and landed on the 
seat of his pants. The Gl's howled. As the division commander 
helped Ike to his feet 'he apologized for the behavior of his men. 

"Forget it," Eisenhower grinned. "That fall probably helped their 
morale more than the speech." 

At times we fail to realize that it' is not just words that spur people 
on. It could be a pat on the back, a note of encouragement, a 
public commendation of yol!r example of service to other people. 

Our work is to find ways of spurring each other on. Have you 
I 

been trying to find ways to bring out the bes~ in others? To do 
this, it. means we have gpt to quit thinking about ourselves so 
much, and put Ol)r minds on others. You'll find that when you 
have helped someone else, you will be blessed, too. 

Dick Marcear 

"We loved you so much that we were delighted to 
share with you not only the. gospel of God' but our 

lives as well. because you had become so dear to us." 
1 Thessalonians 2:8 



Ser11ing 6od 

HELP YOUR KIDS CONNECT TO 
POSITIVE FRIENDS 

One year at school, Nathan was invited to join a 
club some boys formed, in which the initiation 
rites included reading three articles in Playboy 
magazine! When he refused, a group. of boys he'd 
hung around with all year decided they wanted no 
part of him. 

Nathan came home in tears. "Mom," he said, "I 
feel like no kids in the world believes like I 
believe." But as I consoled him we remembered 
his friend Steven in Seattle, Washington. 

It wasn't by accident the boys spent the following 
weekend together. Steven's commitment to the 
Lord is as deep as Nathan's, and they talked 
together about the sting of being booted from the 
"Playboy Club." But Steven was able to encourage 
Nathan in a way we never could, simply because 
he was his friend and peer. 

Their weekend together reminded us that we 
needed to do whatever it took - buy the ball game 
tickets, give the extra time, host the parties, 
organize the overnights - whatever it tG!kes to make 
space for the kids to be with posi,tive, spiritually 
nourishing friends. 

God revealed something very basic about our 
nature when He looked at Adam and said, "It is not 
good for man to be alone." The hunger for 
closeness is powerful, and when it isn't' fed 
positively, negative friendships can take hold and 
fi 11 the gap. 

We must pray regularly that God will provide 
positive friendships for our children. We are not 
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always wise enough to discern the real character 
of our children's friends. Some will remember the 

· character, Eddie Haskell, on the "Leave It To 
Beaver" television series. When Eddie spoke to 
Mrs. Cleaver, he was the epitome of decorum. 
But close the bedro0m door and he transformed 
into a terror! 

Unfortunately, the Eddie Haskells are still with us. 
What seems to be a ·safe, wonderful friend may 
not be so at all. We need to bathe our children in 
prayer, asking God to reveal himself to them, to 
catch them in wickedness, discipline them when 
we don't know to, and keep them from evil. 

Steve and Annie Chapman 

WHY TEACH THE.LITTLE ONE? 

Harold Chugani, a neurologist at the Children's 
Hospital of Michigan, has done research that 
reveals the great capacity of growing human 
brains to absorb information. He discovere,d that, 
by age 2, the infant's cortex is operating at adult 
levels. At age 4, that child's brain is twice as 
active as the adult brain and continues at that rate 
until age 10, when it begins to slow down. By age 
16, it has slacked off to the pace at which it ,will 
continue through adulthood. 

God's wisdom is seen in His stressing the 
importance of instilling in children the truths of 
His Word at an early age (Prov. 22:6; Deut. 6:4--7). 
By exposing them to a large quantity of Bible 
teachings in ·their early years, we can be 
instrumental in programming their "mental 
computers" so that they know the mind of God 
and think as He does. As they reach adulthood, 
they can then choose to have good, honest' hearts 
that will make them faithful followers of the Lord 
(Luke 8: 15). 

Mike Mays, Millington Messenger 

61·owth In Jesus 

BETWEEN THE TESTAMENTS 

Part Njne: 
The Hellenizing Threat and its Consequences 

The Greeks who ruled over God's people did 
not hate them, nor did they wish io shun or ex
clude them. But they placed great pressure on 
them to conform to their way of living - to not be 
so distinctive. When the Jews considered how 
to respond to this pressure, this led to the forma
tion of two famous sects of the Jews: the Phar
isees and the Sadducees. ~ach represented one 
extreme of thought in response to the Helleniz
ing influence. 

The Sadducees saw the opportunity to achieve 
social acceptance and material prosperity 
through making some accommodations to the 
Greek culture, feeling that· God would want 
them to have the chance to live normal lives as 
long as it didn't mean outright disobedience to 
God's law. The Pharisees, on the other hand, 
felt that any compromise with pagan values was 
wrong, regardless of the potential gains. The 
Pharisees gradually developed a complete resis
tance to all forms of secular leadership. Thus 
these two groups began as two sides of a debate 
that.God's people go through even today. We 
see these groups in the New Testament as they 
had developed - the Sadducees had developed 
into a group of successful climbers with little 

.spiritual fervor, while the Pha,risees had become 
self-righteous and highly reactionary towards 
anyone's ideas other than their own. Note also 
that in Jesus' day, the Sadducees were less nu
merous but occupied most of the important posi
tions in Jewish society, while the Pharisees had 
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far more popular following. 

We can learn from what happened to both 
groups, and can apply,the lessons to the dilem
mas our world throws at us. It is an important 
lesson to learn from the Pharisees that this group 
began with goals that most believers in Jesus 
would agree with: the absolute refusal to give in ' 
to pagan society. But they ended up as the spiri
tually blind, self-righteous group we see in the 
time of Jesus. The Sadducees wanted to see 
God's people become influential in the world 
around them (while wanting to retain their spiri
tual values), but over time cared only for the in
fluence, not the values. 

The reason why both groups ended up on the 
wrong track was because both went to extremes. 
The actual questions of how to interact with our 
sodety are complex, and those who claim to 
have simple answers will end up either as self
righteous Pharisees or unspiritual Sadducees. 
There is no simple formula on how a Christian 
ought to handle worldly pressures - each believer 
and each situation calls for prayer and a sincere 
attempt to be led by God's Spirit. When others 
in the church look at the complex issue of the 
believers to the world, and want to reduce it to a 
simple-minded extreme, learn from history and 
challenge them to think more carefully. 

- Mark Garner 

''.My prayer is not that you take 
them out of the world but that you 

pro'tect. them from the evil one. 
They a·re not of the world, even as 

I am not ofit." 
John 17:15-16 



Family Information Calenda1· 

Food Pantry June 

The food. pantry is in need of the following items: I 2 
paper towels, beef stew, fruit juice, canned fruit, 3 

Deacon's Meeting 8:00 am 
G iris Night Out, Casa Fiesta, On 161 
SO's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Baby Shower For Rhonda Clark, 
2:30pm, At Belinda Dunn's Home 
Elders/Deacons Meeting 8:00am 
Teen Devo 

tea bags, kleenex, paper towels. Your help is 
\ 

greatly appreciated. 

Baby Shower 

On Saturday June 8th at 2:30 pm, there will be a 
baby shower for Rhonda Clark at Belinda Dunn's 
home. Maps are available on the bulletin board. 
For gift ideas see Susan O'Rourke or Angela 
Sta fa. 

Youth Ministry 

::,. · Starting Wednesday July 3rd and Sunday July 7th 
i ·'.- those of you that have children that will be going 

into the 6th or the 9th grade next year should 
make sure they go to the Middle School class or 
the High School class. If your child will be in the 
6th grade see Greg Hunt for information on the 
mentoring group they will be attending on 
Wednesday nights. Any questions please see 
David or Cheryl McDaniel. 

New Member 

Dan Barnes, an inmate at Orient Correctional In
stitute was baptized last Sunday Evening. 

5 
·8 

9 
9 
10 Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 

7:30 pm In The· Annex 
16 'SO's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
16-22 NWOCYC Camp Week 
19 SO's Plus Meeti,ng In The Annex 
26 Last Meeting For Spring Wed Classes 
30 Last Meeting For Spring Sunday Classes 

Please Note 

If you have an an11ouncement or event that 
needs to be put into the bulletin, please give it 
to Mark Garner or Jack Evans, or put it in one of 
their boxes at least 2 weeks before the event. 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

AvgYTD 

$4854 Weds 

$5169 Sun Class 

$299 Sun AM 

$232 Sun PM 

169 

180 

241 

112 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
.Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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EGO? 

Empty unto 

Cod 

Our Lives, wills and desires. 

gavE 

Cod 

Ownership 

or 

Edging 

Cod 

Out 

Is your EGO in co·ntrol or is it in submission to God? 

-Tina Marie Guilfoyle 



Family Time 
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"SAMSON MUST 6E GETTING OLD. I JUST SAW HIM 
DOWNSTAIRS LEANING AGAINST A PILLAR." 

SEE JUDGES 16;29-30. 

2 

6rowth In Jesus 

BETWEEN THE TESTAMENTS 

Part Ten: Oppression and Turmoil 
Under the Seleucids 

After Alexander's death, the Jews fell under the 
control of the Ptolemies of Egypt. The main 
problem these rulers posed was "Hellenizing", 
that is, their pressure on God's people to con- · 
form to the Greek way of life. Last week we saw 
the two extremist groups that arose in response 
to this challenge - the Sadducees and the Phar
isees - and saw the long-term results of their ap-
proaches. · 

' . 
Meanwhile, to the northeast the Seleucids (kin'gs 
of Syria) I usted after the territories of the 
Ptolemies, which they felt entitled to,· since after 
Alexander's death they had briefly controlled 
Palestine and other nearby territories . . They be
gan a lengthy series of wars to take over these 
lands. Seleucas 11, the son of the original general 
Seleucas who had inherited some of Alexander's 
territories, launched a fierce attack on Egypt, as
sisted by his sons and by his fanatical grandson, 
the future Antiochus Ill. Seleucas ll's attack 
failed. Egypt's victory led their leaders, the 
Ptolemies, to develop a false sense of confi
dehce, which the Seleucids were eventually able 
to explofr. When Antiochus Ill ("The Great") 
came into power, he improved on his grandfa" 
ther's attempts to take Palestine, by encouraging 
many Jewish leaders to support him. Many of 
God's people had grown tired of the Greek lead
ers from Egypt, and foolishly thought that a 
change would be good for them. 

With the cooperation of many of the Jews, the 

. Seleucids from Syria were finally successful in 
retaking Palestine in 198 B.C. under Antiochus 
the Great . Antioch us the Great also expanded 
his empire in other directions as well; and his 

, power grew quickly until the Roman armies de
feated him at Thermopylae (192 B.C.) and Mag
nesium (191 B.C.), forcing him to be satisfied 
with what he had. An interesting hote about 
Antiochus, given the way that he and his line 
treated God's people: it is after A,ntiochus and 
his successors that the ancient city of Antioch, 
eventually a mission center of Christianity, was 
named. 

3 

The Seleucids disliked the Jews, and one king in 
particular, Antiochus IV ("Epiphanes"), who 
reigned 175 B.C. to 164 B.C., passionately 
)oathed God's people. This half-ir'lsane king 
launched a new attack on Egypt, and was humil
iated when the powerful Romans backed Egypt 
and forced Antiochus to back down. To vent 
his frus~ration, .Antioch us ravaged Jerusalem for 
its resistance to his oppressive rule, and dese
crated the temple by entering the Most Holy 
Place and killing a pig on the altar. He then 
banned temple worship, the Scriptures, and cir
cumcision, and sold many Jews into slavery. He 
also began to demand that his subjects worship 
his Greek gods. Though many of the Jews fear
fully gave in to his demands, it wasn't long be
fore this provoked a revolt, which eventually led 
to a new period of independence for the Jews. 

- Mark Carner 



Family lnfo1·mation 

Food Pantry 

The food pantry is in need of the following items: 
peanut butter, kleenex, coffee, tea, jelly, pan
cake mix, pancake syrup, canned juice, hand 
soap. 

Youth Ministry 

Starting Wednesday July 3rd and Sunday July 7th 
those of you that have children that will be going 
into the 6th or th·e 9th grade next year should 
make sure they go to the Middle School class or 
the High School class. If your child will be in the 
6th grade see Greg Hunt for information on the 
mentoring group they will be attending on 
Wednesday nights. Any questions please see 
David or Cheryl McDaniel. 

Welcome 

Calendar 
June 

16-22 NWOCYC Camp Week 
19 SO's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
25 Summer Youth Series 
26 Last Meeting For Spring Wed Classes 
30 Last Meeting For Spring Sunday Classes 
30 SO's. Plus Potluck In Annex 

Moving 
Greg and Lori Oral I are moving June 15th. If 
anybody is available to help load,the moving 
van the night before (Friday, June 14th), please 
see or call Lori at 846-5349. 

Summit '96 

·These are our new brothers that have just been 
baptized in our prison ministry work. 

Brenda Moore is in charge of child care for 
Summit Family Emphasis Weekend on Labor 
Day Weekend. She needs donations of items 
such as: toys, books,- crayons, and numerous 
other childcare related items. See Brenda if you 
can help. 

.,.. 

Lamonte Carter #327-039 
P.O. Box 209 P.C.I. 
Orient, OH 43146 

Contributions 

Last Week $4426 Weds 

Attendance 

149 

Dan Barnes #267-799 
P.O. Box 511 O.C.I. 
Orient, OH 43146 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Avg YTD $5136 Sun Class 149 

Russia $274 Sun AM 295 

Avg YTD $234 Sun PM 103 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Encourage One Another 

It does not matter what station one may occupy in life or how 
successful he may be, a generous supply of encouragement is al
ways a blessing. Christian leaders need cheer or support. The 
road of a leader can be difficult and trying. Negative and critical 
obstacles are often faced. Such things are overcome by an en
couraged heart. Parents need uplifting too. Married couples 
must be reassured and young people need the support that comes 
from words of encouragement. 

' 
Someone said, "A pat on the back, though only a few vertebrae 
removed from a kick in the pants, is miles ahead in results." Jesus 
spent much time in praising people for their virtues and worthy 
works: Nathanael for his quilelessness (John 1 :47).; the Roman 
soldier for his superior faith (Matt. 8:5-9); Peter for his confession 
(Matt. 16: 13-17); and a woman in Simon's house for doing "what 
she could" (Matt. 26:6-18). 

Encouragement is something that every Christian can and should 
give. Let us honor the honorable, commend the commendable 
and praise the praiseworthy. 

Selected 

"Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for 
he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how 
we may spur one another on toward love and good 

deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are 
in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another 
-- and all the more as you see the Day approaching." 

Hebrews 10:23-25 



Ser11ing 6od 

CLEANING UP FOR GOD 

When families consider Saturday morning 
delights, they usually think of sleeping in, 
relaxing, watching cartoons and enjoying 
the fact that it is not Monday. 

On occasion at our home; Saturday morning 
represents a time for us as a family to attend 
to household chores that we were unable to 
complete during 'the week. 

One such chore is cleaning out the car. The 
family car, a Dodge Caravan, was the one in 
need of a major cleaning. Excavation might 
actt:Jally be a better term! Thankfully my 
children responded pleasantly when I 
directed them to start the project. 

With vacuum cleaner, trash bag, window 
cleaner and 1a hearty desire to please dad, 
they began their task. 

They came to me to let ·me know they were 
finished. They believed it was now clea~. 

When I began to inspect the car, it was 
surprising to me that there was still trash on 
the rug and seats, the windows were wet, 
but no less dfrty, ~nd there was, I ittle 
evidence that the vacuum cleaner had been 
plugged in at all. 

Before I said anything to my children, I 
looked at their faces and realized that in 

their hearts they felt they had done a great 
job and were now awaiting my praise ~ 
That's when it hit me. 

In spite of our ~est efforts to please God our 
Father, we inevitably fall short of meeting 
his standards. (Isaiah 64:6). I realized that · 
Saturday morning that God looks down at 
us every day and sees those of us who are 
really trying. Even though he may be 
pleased by our efforts, he realizes that, this 
side of heaven, our "caravans of life" will 
have dirt, crumbs, stains, and trash scattered 
about. 

What a blessing it is to have such a loving 
and forgiving Father God. Not to excuse us 
and give us license to keep a messy "car" 
out of laziness and lack of spiritual 
commitment. But we can still be free of the 
guilt of falling short of perfection through 
Him. 

Back at the driveway, I looked at my 
children and praised their efforts. I then 
pointed out some spots they had mis.sed, 
and this time I helped them, much like the 
Holy Spirit comes and ministers 
empowerment for us to be more Christ-like. 

Ten minutes later, the car was much cleaner 
· and I felt closer to my children. The lesson 

the Lord taught me was powerful. Happy 
cleaning! 

Dr. Amilio Amigo 
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61·owth In Jesus 

BETWEEN THE TESTAMENTS 

Part Eleven: War tor Independence 
(167 B.C. to 142 B.C.) 

In 166 B.C., as the persecutions of Antiochus 
Epiphanes had reached the point of demanding 
that the Jews worship 'pagan gods (similar to the 
Roman pers~cutions many years later), one fam
ily decided to resist the Syrians at all costs. A . 
priest named Mattathias, who lived in the small 
town of Modin, decided to oppose Antiochus's 
demands. When the king sent one of his toadies 
to Mattathias's town, to build a pagan altar and · 
ask that the old priest "set an 'example" by being 
the first to offer a sacrifice to the heathen gods, 
Mattathias refused. ~nother Jew came forward 
to obey the order - and the old priest struck and 
killed him. Mattathias then killed the king's 
toady, and then he and his sons launched an 
armed revolt. They fled to the wilderness, where 
they were joined by other faithful believers, and 
started a guerrilla war. 

When Mattathias died shortly afterwards, his son 
Judas Maccabeus (Maccabeus means "The Ham
mer") became the high priest and the revolt's 
leader, uniting the civil and religious power _in 
his family for years to come. Judas's name Mac
cabeus becq.me associated with the entire cam
paign of revolt, and also is where the name of 
the apocryphal books qf the Maccabees comes 
from. Judas led the Jews in a decisive campaign . 
to retake Jerusalem. The temple was cleansed 
and a new altar erected. To commemorate the 
victory and re-opening of the temple, the Jews 
began the tradition of The Feast of Dedication, 
which today is popularly k~own as Hanukkah. 

' ' 
3 

But though they had won the first battle, the war 
with the Syrians was far from over. The loony 
Antiochus died in shock after learning·he had 
lost Jerusalem back, but ·his successors continued 
the war against the Jews. Judas died in battle 
against the Syrians in 161 B.C.,.after unsuccess
fully appealing to Rome for help, and was suc
ceeded by his brother Jonathan. Though the 
Jews had much smaller numbers, the Seleucids 
were never able to make effective use of their 
superior numbers, and the campaign began to 
drag on indecisively for y_ears. 

The long, indecisive campaign ended suddenly 
in 142 B.C. when Jonathan's brother Simon 
found an ally in Demetrius 11, who was a 
claimant to the throne of Syria. In return for 
peace and support, Demetrius recognized-the 
independence of the Jews and extended them 
the privileges of allies. Simon for his part be
came high priest for life. 

' 

Against all military odds, the Jews had won their 
independence, but it came at a high cost. The 
period that followed would be one of turmoil. 
Ar;id the overall response to the years of Hel 1-
en izing pressure was for the Jews to develop ·into 
essentially a national resi stance group, a people 
who would fierce-ly resist any threat, real or per
ceived, to its national identity. The most unfortu
nate consequence, which can be seen to be so 
destructive in,the time of Jesus, was that God's 
people became sp focused on threats to their hu
man identity that they lost perspective on their 
spiritual identity. There are many lessons in this 
for the church of today. 

-Mark Garner 



Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The food pantry is in need of the following items: 
paper towels, beef stew, baby formula~ canned 
fruit, kleenex, paper towels. 

Food Pantry News 
We are happy to be able to coordinate two min-

, istries of this church-the food Pantry and the 
Prison Mi,nistry. The Leslies are preparing a box 
of "goodies",for our brother, Lamonte, at the Ori
ent. TJHhe list of items he is allowed to receive, 
some were from the pantry shelves. Thank you 
for making.this possible. God will get the glory. 

Summer Youth Series 
The Summer Youth Series will be hosted by 
Northland on June 25th. We will serving ice 
er.earn sundaes agajn this year. We need dona- , 
tions of money for the ice cream and will need 
people to bring in toppings, (syrup, nuts, sprin
kles ... ). We will also need pop. On Tuesday 
night we will need people to ser\re. If you can 
help in any of these areas, please see Brenda 
Moore. 

Help Needed ! . 
Potters Children's Home will be here collecting 
commodities July 18th. Each family is requested 
to give $5 cash for perishable items and a box of 
Rice Chex, Cereal. Put your cereal in 'a box 
wh\ch will be placed in the foyer and give cash 
donations to Roy Estep,, Checks should be writ
ten to Northland and indicate it is for, Potters 
Home. 

Calendar 
June1 

16-22 NWOCYC Camp Week 
19 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
25 Summer Youth Se'ries 
26 Last Meeting For Spring Wed Classes 
30 Last Meeting For Spring Sunday Classes 
30 SO's Plus .Potluck In Annex 

July 

3 50's Plus Meeting 'In The Annex 
3 Devotional And New Classes Sign-up 
7 New Sunday Classes Begin 
7 Deacons Meeting 8:00 am 
8 Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 

In The Annex 7:30 pm 
10- New Wednesday Classes Begin 
10-13 Heartland 
17 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
21 50's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
21-27 NWOCYC Teen Week 

Contributions Atteildance 

last-Week ' $636~ Weds 143 

AvgYTO $5188 Sun Class 149 

Russia $332 Sun' AM 288 

Avg YTD $238 Sun PM 105 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, DatTeU Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evan!felists: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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What Should A Father Do ? 

Fathers are a strange lot. They get up early and leave the house; they . 
don't come home until the close of day. 

I sensed early on in life that daddy was important. He didn't stay at 
home as mother did, but he seemed in control of the family. There wa:s 
no question in my mind that you did what daddy said. Mother taught 
it; Dad enforced it. 

Later, when I became a father, I began to sense the awesome responsi
bi I ity of providing for one's family. There was housing to be secured, 
food for the table, and clothing for the body. But that was only the be
ginning. Something much larger was at stake - ·the eternal welfare of 
every member of the family. Being the "head" of the hpuse was no 
matter to be taken lightly. Thankfully, I found a handbook for fathers -
the same one my father used - the B'ible. I wasn't perfect, but tbe Book 
was. I still recomrnend that Book for every man trying to raise a family. 
1,t will give you insights at every turn in the road. 

For example, take the statement of the apostle Paul: "For you know 
how, like a father with his.children, we exhorted each one of yo'u and 
encourage you and charged you to lead a life worthy of Gqd, who calls 
you into his own kingdom and glorY" (1Thessalonians2:11-12). 

ii" 

In these verses three verbs are connected with the role of the father: ex
horted, encourage, and charged. Children need to be exhorted to a life · 
of fight conduct. They need to be encouraged in their pursuit of that , 
goal. And they need the authoritative charge of their father (God chose 
Abraham because He knew that Abraham would "charge his children 
and his household after him, to keep the way of the Lord by doing righ
teousne~s and justice" (Genesis 18: l 9). 

I 

There 'is no job more important for any father than that of teaching his 
children "to lead a life worthy of God." 

.John -Gipson 



I 
1 · 

' . 

Family Time 
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vr I r'uz.ARD 

t&.~ 
, "HUMANS GENERALLY AREN'T A THREAT. BUT 

THERE 15 THIS ONE EXCEPTION ... " SEE Mt\TWEW 3:4. 
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6rowth In Jesus 

BETWEEN THE TESTAMENTS 

Part Twelve: 
Period of Independence (142 B.C. to 63 B.C.) 

The campaigns of the Maccabees led to a new 
period of independence for the Jews, but it 
would not be a period of peace. The hardened 
attitudes that the people had developed in 'their 
fights with the· Syrian Seleucids would lead to' 
rocky 'relation~ with other countries, as well as 
internal strife. The people of God would have 
80 ·years of often uneasy independence before 
the Romans would come to rule over them. 

The first threat from outside was dealt with suc
cessfully. When Simon's protector Demetrius 
died, his successor as ruler of Syria, Antiochus 
VII, broke the pact that Demetrius haa made. 
He demanded exorbitant tribute, and attacked 
whe.n s·imon would not agree to pay. But Si
mon's sons led the Jews to victory, and the threat 
was temporarily over. The internal trouble was 
harder to deal with. In 135 B.C., Simon's son-in
law Ptolemy plotted to take o_ver, and murdered 
Simon and two of his sons. Ptolemy was only 
foiled by the last of Simon's sons, John Hyr
canus, who drove him away. But meanwhile, 
Antioch us was quickly taking advantage of the 
internal turmoi I to launch another attack on 
Jerusalem. Hyrcanus had no choice this time but 
to pay protection money to the Syrian thugs. 

Fortunately, Antiochus himself died shortly after
ward, and Syria was plunged into a civil war be
tween rival clairr:iants to the throne .. Hyrcanus 
acted effectively to stabilize his country, and be
gan what was known as the Hasmonean dynasty, 

which lasted (at least in name) until 37 B.C. 
Hyrcanus's leadership ability led to a period of 
stability that ended only with his death in 104 
B.C. He left plans for his family to rule over the 

, Jews after his death, with his wife & oldest son 
sharing the rulership and his other sons having 
part of the responsibilities of the kingdom. 

3 

But Hyrcanus's oldest son, Judah, was a snake in 
the grass who had been waiting for his powerful 
and respected father to die. Judah imprisc;>ned 
his mother and brothers, and took over all by 
himself. With his short reign, things began 
quickly to go downhill. Judah and his succes
sors had poor character and were poor rulers. A 
series of plots and turmoil among the vari6us 
sects and interests within the nation showed that 
the Hasmonean rulers were incapable of keep
ing order in the area. The situation attracted the 
attention of the now-powerful Romans, who dis
liked the idea of such instability in a strategic 
part of the world. 

The Roman Republic decided that they needed 
to restore order to Palestine, and first tried the 
diplomatic approach, sending emissaries to help 
the varbus factions settle their dispute·s. 'But the 
Jews simply treated the Roman representatives 
with the same contempt they showed towards 
one another, and .the Romans decided that the 
only way to settle things down was to conquer 
the area, which they completed in 63 B.C. Not 
until our own century would the Jewish people 
again have their own independent state. 

.-Mark Carner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
-The.food pantry is in need of the following items: 
peanut butter, kleenex, coffee; tea~ pancake mix, 1 25 
pancake syrup, paper towels, hand soap. . 26 

. . 30 

Summer Youth Series I 30 

The StJmmer Youth Series will be hosted by 
Northland on June 25th. We"will serving ice 
cream sundaes again this year. We need dona
tions of money for the ice cream and Will need 
people to bring in toppings, (syrup, nuts, sprin
kles ... ). ·we will also need pop. On Tuesday 

- night we will need people to serve. If you can 
help in ~my of these areas, please see Brenda 
Moore. 

Help Needed! . 

3 
3 
7 
7 
8 

10 
10-13 
17 
19 
21 
21-27 

Calendar 
June 

Summer Youth Series 
Last Meeting For Spring Wed Classes 
Last Meeting For Spring Sunday Classes 
50's Plus Potluck In Annex 

· July 

50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Devotional And New c:lasses Sign-up 
New Sunday Classes Begin 
Deacons Meeting 8:00 am 
Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
In The Annex 7:30 pm 
New Wednesday Classes Begin 
Heartland 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Baby Shower for Anna Perriard 
50's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
NWOCYC Teen Week 

Potters Children's Home will be here collecting 
comniodities July 18th. Each family is requested 
to give $5 cash for perishable items and a box of 
Rice Chex Cereal. Put ypur cereal in a box 
which will be placed in the foyer and give cash 
donations to Roy Estep. _Checks should be writ
ten to Northland and indicate it is for Potters 

26-27 Promise Keepers 

Home. 

Baby Shower 
There will be a baby shower for Anna Perriard, 
Friday, July· 19th at. 7:00p.m. at the home of 
Cheryl' Muir. For gift ideas and directions please 
see the bulletin board outside of the church of
fice, or see Cheryl M1,.1ir, Lora Bradle~, and Polly 
Barnhardt. 

Contributions 

last Week 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

Avg·YTD · 

$4206 

$5148 

$175 

$235 

Attendance 

\\'eds 90 

Sun Class 110 

Sun AM 183 

Sun PM 70 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am 
Sunday Worship Service· 10;30 am 

_Eide.rs: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacous: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 

Sunday Evening . 5:30 pm 
Wednesday Evening . · 7:00 pm 

John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou -Lawrence, Sam L~s lie, Jack Mauer~berg, 

David McDaniel, BeryI M cMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt ' 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Worm Training 
Part One 

If you were to get a group of people together to talk about their d~eams, it 
would be a far-ranging discussion. Our aspirations know few boundaries. 
Our desires take us to lofty places. One thing would be sure, though: N·o 
one in the group wouid admit to the hope of someday becomingJike a 
worm. We never think about going down, only up. 

When Jesu~ hung on the cross, He cried out a phrase found in Psalm 22: 
"My God, m-y God, why have you forsaken me?" A few verses later these · 
words appear, "But I am a worn:i and I ar:n no fnan." One day while read-

'-ing this passage, its true impact struck me like a brick between the ~yes .. 
Instantly, I understood th_e difference between rising up to defend one's self 
and the beauty of being crushed and broken before God. 

Suddenly- it was all clear: This is the problem in troubled marriages; this is 
what q1uses division among brothers, cultures and nations. People have , 
not yet learned how to become broken. We are so concerned about being 
taken advantage of that we miss the divine ministry to which we have been 
called. 

How many time·s have we missed a divine appointment because we were 
determined nobody was going to step on us? · Praise God that Jesus wasn't 
concerned about being taken advantage of!. 

We are called to be "worms." When -y0u step on a worm, what happens? 
You don't hear a sound. Not a peep of protest. It's crushed and that's the 
end of it. Isaiah 53:7 declared that jesus would go to the cross like a lamb . -
to the slaughter. He would go in silence, without protest. And so He did. 

A worm never protests. A worm' doesn't fight back. A wor'm doesn't find 
ways to escape a crushing blow from above. Can you say, for Christ, "I am 
a worm and a'm no man"? As common as worms are in the dirt, they are as 
rare and precious as fine diamonds in the church. - · 

Unfortunately, there is another creature that more commonly represents 
our reaction to circumstances we don't like. The snake is the opposite-of 
the worm. _If you surprise a snake, it strikes. If you challenge a snake, it 
strikes. If you step on a snake, it strikes. A snake is into defending itself. 
Self-preservation is its No. 1 goal. Step on a snake and it wi II writhe, twist 
and strike until it has killed. or injured its assailant eno1,.1gh to get away. 

-Wellington Boone in "New Man" 
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Serving 6od 
Can We Afford To Send Our Kids 

To A Christian School? 
Part One 

As a Christian, it has always been my desire to 
die to self by obeying God's word in all areas of 
my life as much as possible. So when I ' 
contemplated the question of being able to 
afford Christian schooling, my first impression 
was to question how we spend our money and 
of course, what would God say about how we 
spent it? So I decided to find out. There are 
many scriptures on this. God says in Isaiah 55:2 
"Why spend your money on what is not bread 
and your labor on what does not satisfy?" 

When it comes to our kids-what are we hungry 
and thirsty for? I don't know about you, but I 
want to see my kids in heaven someday. Can a 
Christian· education help in that goal? I think so. 
The Bible tells us to train a cbl.l.d (not a teen or 
adult) in the way he should go. We are also told 
to emphasize God's teaching in the extreme. By 
having goClly teachers and administrators 
influencing my daughter 6 hrs. a day in a 
"captive audience" situation, I know (at a 
Christian School), her soul is being well fed 
during this crucial time of her spiritual 
development. 

We need food constantly for our bodies, just like 
our souls need spiritual feeding. When are we 
full of God? When will our .children be full of 
God? If we believe we cannot afford Christian 
education are we saying our children are full of 
God already? What are we really saying about 
their worth and value to us? What are we saying 
to God? Are we saying "No God, I don't need to 

2 

observe your commands." Are our children 1 

important to God? 

Do you know what is being taught in our 
government schools? Is it helping your children 
become a disciple of Christ, equipped to spread 
the gospel and lead a fruitful life for Christ? Or 
is it actually causing them to be led astray? 
(2 Peter 2: 1-3) 

In trying to find out what is really important to 
us, sometimes we ask ourselves "How do I 
spend my money?" I did a little analysis, that I 
would like to share with you, of what we spend 
our money on and answer the question "can we 
afford Christian education." A lot of times we 
blindly accept something as truth because, we 
have heard it so many times. This is why I 
question the statement "many can't afford 
Christian education". Now I realize there may 
be a few who truly can't. The B.ible tells us to 
count the costs and examine the truth to 
determine rf something is true. So I did. What I 
discovered was both fascinating and 
cha I lengi ng. 

To be continued. 

-Chip Evans 

'ewhy spend money on what is 
not bread, and your labor on 
what does not satisfy? Listen, 
listen to me, and eat what is 

good, and your soul will 
delight in the richest off are." 

Isaiah 55:2 

Growth In Jesus 

BETWEEN THE.TESTAMENTS 

Part Thirteen: 
Roman Rule (63 B.C. to A.O. 70) 

Since its founding in 753 B.C., Rome and its in
fluence had grown steadily. While Alexander's 
successors were fighting over the empire he left, 
Rome was securing control over the Italian 
peninsula. While the Jews were struggling under 
the Seleucid oppression, and then revolting 
against them, Rome was winning the Punic Wars 
with Carthage and establishing itself as a major 
power. Rome was truly a military state; at the 
time Rome ·conquered the Jews it had been in
volved in 500 years of almost continuous war? of 
conquest. 

I 

The Romans Take Over in Israel 
As the Romans sent General Pompey and his 
lieutenant Scarus to Palestine (again, that is the 
historical name by which the Romans and others 
referred to the Jews' homeland) to establish order 
(not initially bent on direct conquest), the Jews 
were embroiled in a divisiol'I between king Aris
tobulus II and the high priest, Hyrcanus (later 
Hyrcanus ff) . . When Aristobulus responded to 
the Roman visit by revolting against the Roman 
authority, the Romans attacked in full force. 
Hyrcanus assumed authority in Jerusalem and 
surrendered the city to the Romans in 63 B.C. 
Over the next 15 years, the Romans-reorganized 
Palestine, putting it under the control of the Ro
man governor of Syria, which the Romans had 
conquered earlier. 

Meanwhile, the famous Julius Caesar was earn
ing his renown by conquering further vast lands 
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for Rome, and his prominence eventually led to 
a civil war between him and Pompey (49 B.C.). 
When Hyrcanus backed Julius, the winner, he 
was rewarded by being made the ruler- of the 
Jewish nation. But the real power in the land be
longed to his skillful and scheming minister, An
tipater, a man of great talent but reprehensible 
character. Antipater appointed his own relatives 
to all the important positions, and in particular 
had his son Herod (later known as Herod the 
Great) made prefect of Galilee. 

During the ongoing civil wars in Rome, Herod 
managed to keep himself on the right side often 
enough to steadily accumulate power. At one 
point, before Mark Antony's fall, Herod got 
Antony to make him co-ruler of Egypt; later 
Herod had Antony kill the last of Herod's Has
monean rivals (Antigon'us, the surviving son of 
Aristobulus II) to secure his own family's 
prospects. When Antony fell, Herod simply ne
gotiated an alliance with Octavian (the future 
emperor Augustus). Though the Romans would 
establish their own governors as the highest civil 
authorities in Palestine, for several generations 
the line of Herods would be kings in Israel with 
full local authority. 

This, then, is the basic political and military pic
ture at the time of Christ's birth (which occurred 
about 4 B.C.). The Roman army occupied the 
Jews' homeland, and they were the· highest au
thorities. At the same time, they left many of the 
responsibilities of gov~rning to the unpopular 
Herod family - a situation that ensured the maxi
mum frustration among God's people. 

-Mark Carner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 

The food pantry is in need of the following items: 
pe~nut butter, kleenex, coffee, tea, pancake mix, 
pancake syrup, paper towels, hand soap. 

Baby Shower 

There will be a baby shower for Anna Perriard, Fri
day, July 19th at 7:00p.m. at the home of Cheryl 
Muir. For gift ideas and d irections please see the 
bulletin board outside of the church office, or see · 
Cheryl Muir, Lora Bradley, and .Polly Barnhardt. 

Summer Classes 
I 

Today's the last meeting for Spring Bible Classes. 
On Wednesday July 3, we will have a presentation 
for the Summer classes which will start July 
7(SLmday) and July 1 O(Wednesday). · 

· Think About It 

The average church is filled with willing people; 
some willing to work-others willing to let them. 

The world judges you no~ only by what you stand 
for, but by what you fall for. 

I 

Calendar 
June 

30 Last Meeting For Spring Sunday Classes 
30 50's Plus Potluck In Annex 

July 

3 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
3 Devotional A'nd New Classes Sign-up 
Z New Sunday Classes Begin 
7 Deacons Meeting 8:00 am 
8 Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 

In The Annex 7:30 pm 
1 O New Wednesday Classes Begin 
10-13 Heartland 
17 50's Plus Meeting In The An.rex 
19 Baby Shower for Anna Perriard 
21 50's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
21-27 NWOCYC Teen Week 
26-27 Promise Keepers 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $4870 Weds 121 

,AvgYTD $5138 Sun Class 129 

I Russia $342 - Sun AM 258 

AvgYTD $239 Sun PM 105 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Fraiik Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 

t 0:30 am John Bradley, Steve C~er, Lynn Champney, Dai:rell Estep, Jack Evans, 
·s:30 pm Don Oillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
7:00 pm · David McDaniel; Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates · 

Evangelists: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Worm Training, 
(Part Two) 

How like snakes we are when we strike back.as someone tries to get the better 
of us. Jesus said, "If anyone wants to· sue you, and take your shi~t, let him have 
your coat also" (Matt. 5:40, NASB). How similar to snakes we are when we 
are determined to maintain our position. Jesus said, "And whoever shall force 
you to go one ·mile;· go with him two" (Matt. 5:41, NASB). How unlike worms 
we are when we are on our way to our divinely appointed slaughter· and, in
stead of quietly focusing on the fact that nothing can separate us"from the love 
of God, we writhe and strike back the entire way. · 

A~ a Christian you are in the power position. This is why it's so critical that, as 
a follower df Christ, you understand what occurred when Jesus washed the dis
ciple's feet. Consider the scene in John l3:3-5. 

Our Lord proceeded in washing His disciples' feet knowing God had given 
Him all things. It was from a position of great power and strength that He was 
motivated tq take on the role pf a servant. Being a worm requires the power of 
God because to achieve worm "status" you have to give up the world's stan
dard of ~trength and position. This is impossible in the 'flesh. In our fies~ we 
are all snakes, just waiting to strike, 

Worm Vision 
The Bible reveals that the disciples had al'ready eaten supper by the time Jesus 
washed their feet. Apparently there was no servant to wash their feet when 
they· came into the house as was customary, so,. instead of washing each other's 
feet or even washing their own feet, they went to the table unwashed; 

Jesus wasn't washing the feet of beautiful saints. From a worldly standpoint 
they were a selfish, self-centered bunch who would not even stand by Him in 
His hour of need; Yet, Jes'us was acting toward His disciples as God acts to- . 
ward us, and ad we are expected to act toward others. Jesus s;i.w His disciples 
for what God had ordained them to be, not what they presently were. Th is _is 
the perspective of a true wor'm, and it can only come from a position.of godly 
power. 

When you consider the brothers and sisters at your church, are any of them 
co • undeserving of your service? When you think of the ugly and selfish impulses 
~ of people, do any names come to mind? . H?w long is your "unlovable" list? 
,._ These are the people whom God is asking you to see as He sees them. These 

are the people whose feet Jesus made an example of: the very feet He wants 
you to wash. 

Q"' 
~ 
Q) 

§ ...., -Wellington Boone in "New Man" 



Se1·1ing 6od 

Can We Afford To Send Our Kids 
To A Christian School? 

Part Two 

To analyze whether we can afford to send our 
children to a Christian School, first I tried to 
determine a lifetime wage earning tot(,1.1, for a 40 
year span of working (from age 25-65'). I then 
determined a probable AVERAGE wage earning 
potential over 4,0 years for 2 people to be 
approximately $50,000 per year. This is a good 
average for our social-economical area, 
considering that most of us will earn more 
towards the end of our working careers and most 
of us work steadily. This totals $2,000,000 
potential earnings for a lifetime. I believe God 
will know when I stand at judgment day, exactly 
how much I earned in my lifetime and He will 
ask what I did with these earthly earnings. 

I 

Now how much does a Christian education 
actually cost? I ffgured $2,000 per year for 6 
years~ $12,000. Then about .$3,000 a year for 
the next 6 years equals $18,000 for a total of 
$30,000. Now I asked "What are our priorities? 
Are we being good stewards with our money 
and our children? What do we spend our money 
on (or where is our heart)?" $30,000= 1/2 to 1/4 
the cost of our home or rent, or 2 new cars, or 
10 vacations, or 5,000 movie passes, or 300 
pairs of designer tennis shoes, or 500 restaurant 
dinners, or 2,500 pizzas. Are our children more 
valuable than these things? Can' we maybe do 
without some of these? What do we spend our 
money on and are all these things more 
important than our children's souls? 

On average, over a lifetime we spend our · 
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$2,000,000 earnings on (just look in your 
checkbook):-$336,000 for housing, $60·,ooo for , 
new cars, $45,000 for 15 vacations, plus many 
more thousands for parties, golf outings, cable 
TV, CD's and tapes, health dub fees, and on 
and on-. 

As a servant of God, the bottom line is: is it. 
important to have all these earthly possessions 
or to see our children serving God here and in 
heaven? Can you picture yourself before God 
and saying'"! couldn't afford the Christian 
education, because I had to have all these other 
things?" What will He say to you then? 
$30,000 doesn't really seem like al-I that much 
anymore does it? Luke 14:33 "So likewise ' 
whoever does not forsake all that he has can not 
be my disciple." 

As Christians, our cost is to renounce all other 
loyalt)es in preference to Jesus Christ. To be 
Christians we must follow him and obey even 
when it appears that it will cost us everything. 
Are we using our resources to defeat the enemy 
Satan and are.we willing to pay that price? I 
understand that there are some Christians 
whose limited income means they cannot do 
anything about this. But most of us if we are 
really honest and creative and willing to 
sacrifice and die to self can find a way to afford 
this cost. I challenge you to examine your 
expenses and pray for an open heart. 

-Chip Evans 

"Train a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old he 

will not turn from it" 
Proverbs 22:6 

6rowth In Jes11s 

BETWEEN THE TESTAMENTS 

Part Fourteen: The Herods 

The line of Herods, so prominent in the New 
Testament, began with Antipater, the minister 
whose political maneuvers acquired the kingship 
for his son. Antipater and his successors; the 
Herods, were ldumeans - descended from Edom 
and Esau. Because of the ancient rivalry be
tween the Jews and Edom, there was never a 
good feeling between the Herods and their Jew-

ing in 20-19 B.C. was universally acclaimed as 
magnificent, and led to the renewed pride in the 
temple that can be seen in the gospels. 

' 

. ish subjects. All the Herods were schemers and , 
manipulators, as their patriarch Antipater had 
been. 

At his death, Herod left conflicting wills, and the 
Jews sent frantic, but unsuccessful, appeals to 
Rome not to allow any of his sons to rule over 
them. The ensuing disputes and rebellion had to 
be settled 1by the Roman army, and the kingdom 
was divided among Herod's three sons. 
Archelaus was given control over Judea and 
Samaria (see Matthew 2:22), Philip (the only one 
in the family who became a just and fair ruler) 
was given some of the lands east of the Jordan, 
and the third son, named Antipas, was given 
Galilee and Perea in the far north. Antipas is the 
ki.ng known as Herod in the gospels, the one Je
sus once called "that fox", and the one who exe
cuted John the Baptist. Herod Antipas reigned in 
Galilee from 4 B:C. to A.O. 39. 

' 

--
Herod "The Great" (Antipater's son) reigned from 
37 B.C. to 4 B.C., and is the Herod who was 
king when Jesus was bbrn. · His cruel order to Two others in the Herod family appear in the 
murder children, as recounted in Matthew fits in · Bible. Herod Agrippa I was a brother-in-law of 
with everything known about him from se~ular Herod Antipas who was educated in Rome; he 
history. All the while he successfully pursued used his P?litical connections there, as a friend 
his political agenda with the Romans he was or- of future emperor Claudius, to get; himself pro
dering the murders of many of his political asso- daimed king over a reunited kingdom of all the 
dates and family members. As he was dying, he lands once held by Herod the Great. It was this 
ordered many leading citizens of Israel to be Herod who executed James, .tried to execute Pe-
locked up, with orders that upon his death they ter,. and .who died suddenly in ~.D. 44 as de-
were to. be killed - to force the nation to mourr sc~1bed in Acts 12:20-23. Uosephus's account of 
his death. Josephus recounts this episode (these this death supports the Bible's.) Finally, his son, 
orders were disobeyed after Herod died) and H~rod Agrippa 11, took the kingdom after a short 
many similar ones. reign by an uncle; this is the Agrippa before 

whom Paul appeared in Acts 26:13-27. Though 

, Despite all° this, Herod's_reign was prosperous thoroughly familiar with the Jewish religion, he 
was nonetheless no real improvement on his pre-materially and financially, and Herod was also 

the one who undertook to again rebuild and re
furbish the temple in Jerusalem, which had been 
damaged and plundered several times since its 
previous rebuilding in 520 B.C. Herod's rebuild-

3 

decessors. · 

-Mark Garnet 



Fa1nily Information Calendar 

Food Pantry July 
The food pantry is in need of the following items: 
canned fruit, kleenex, coff~e, tea, jelly, pancake ,. 7 
mix, pancake syrup. 7 

New Sunday Classes Begin 
Deacons Meeting 8:00 am 

Congratulations 
Leah Burnett was baptized June 25th, and Megan 
Champney was baptized June 26th. 

Picnic 
Our congregational picnic will be held on Satur
day, July 20th-at 4:30 p.m. at the Hickory Grove 
picnic area of Blendon Woods Metro Park. Be 
sure to be there. 

Workers Needed 
Mike Hipes and his family(wife Margie and 
daughter Brook) will be arriving with their furni
ture Friday afternoon July 19. We need a crew of 
"Willing Workers" to help them move in. If you 
can assist that afternoon, please see Roy Estep to 
insure that enough able-bodied brothers and sis
ters are available. Roy will supply you with de
tails (time, place, etc.). 

Youth Ministry 
Remember that starting this week, children who 
will be going into grade 6 should go to the mid
dle school class, and children going into grade 9 
should go to the high school class. 

8 Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
In The Annex 7:30 pm 

10 New Wednesday Classes Begin 
10-13 Heartland 

SO's Plus Meeting In The Annex 17 
19 

20 

Baby Shower For Anna Perriard, 7:00 
p.m. At The Home Of Cheryl Muir 
Congregational Picnic, Blendon Woods 
Park, Hickory Grove Area, 4:30 p.m. 

21 SO's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
21-27 NWOCYC Teen Week 
26-27 Promise Keepers 

Help Needed ! 
Potters Children's Home will be here collecting 
commodities July 18th. Each family is 
requested to give $5 cash for perishable items 
and a box of Rice Chex Cereal. Put your cereal 
in a box which will be placed in the foyer and 
give cash donations to Roy Estep. 

Contributions 

Last Week 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

Avg YTD 

$5763 

$5161 

$237 

$239 

Attendance 

Weds 

Sun Class 

Sun AM 

Sun PM 

104 

131 

241 

105 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening . 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Ch~rch of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43~31 (614) 4 7 5-0161 
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Worm Training 
(Part Three) 

Do not think at the defining moment of Jesus' obedience, God closed 
His ears to His only son. Jesus was crushed like a worm. He was 
slapped. They spat in His face until it ran down His cheeks. A crown 
of thorns was pressed into His scalp, and ultimately He was abandoned 
by His disciples. At the point He needed them most, He was forsaken. 
He was so broken and weak that Simon of Niger had to carry His cross 
to Golgotha. 

Jesus gave in and became a worm. There is never a doubt that He pos
sessed the power to save Himself. But instead, He submitted to the 
point of death and yielded to the purposes of His Father. In turn, God 
raised Him up. You see, God doesn't raise anything that is not dead. 

Downward Mobility 
If we allow God, like Jesus., to work into us the idea of "worm-training," 
it would be revolutionary. We would gain a worm's-eye view of what 
God wants to teach us about His business - kingdom business. 

Taking on the form of a worm? "Whoa," you say. "That's a bit too 
much!" But look at Christ. 

The issue here is power. If God gives us power, and we still have re
venge and personal agendas in our hearts, we will use that power self
ishly and misappropriate it. God only gives power to servant-leaders, 
not power-hungry children. 

Qualifying for leadership takes you in only one direction - down.- God 
will raise those who have humbled themselves in His time and in His 
way. But first we have-to become a servant, a worm, a bridge. 

-Wellington Boone in "New Man" 

"For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do 
not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but 

rather think of yourself with s~ber judgment, in 
accordance with the measure off aith God has given you." 

Romans 12:3 



Ser11ing God 

HOW DO I LOVE THEE .. .? 

Finding imaginative ways to express the love you 
feel for your wife isn't a·lways easy. To help, 
Glenn Egli and Jennifer Carrell compiled 365 Ways 
to Bless Your Wife (Logos). Here are a few of their 
suggestions: · 

- Arrange for each of her friends to bring 
her a single rose on her birthday. (You provide the 
vase!) 

- Hide clues around the house to lead her 
to a new book or bottle of perfume. 

- Wink at her from across the room. 
- Tell her that you'd like a picture of her for 

your office - and pay to have one taken 
professionally. 

- Send a delayed message. When you've 
had a great day together, write her a note to tell her 
how you enjoyed being with her and why. Seal it 
in an envelope. Next time there are difficulties 
between you, mail the letter as a reminder of your 
love: 

- Encourage her to build friendships, and 
make it possible for her to go on a weekend 
getaway with close friends. 

- Leave a balloon bouquet and 
encouraging note in her car when you know she's 
expecting a rough day. 

- Use a small, blank .book to list her prayer 
requests. Spend a few minutes with her each week 
to record additional requests and record answered 
prayers. (Pray for her often - and tel I her!) 
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10 COMMANDMENTS 
FOR THE ~ODL Y MAN 

#1 The godly man is single-minded in his 
devotion and commitment to God. He is more 
interested in nurturing his family, church and 

' 
community than building up his business, career 
or reputation. 
#2 The godly man refuses to join the world's rat 
race, rejects the modern illusion of needing to 
have it all and abandons anything which 
compromises his commitment to the first 
commandment. 
#3 The godly man's words demonstrate a 
heartfelt reverence for the things of God. He 
won't carelessly toss around the names of God 
and will speak up on behalf of his Lord's honor. 
#4 The godly man chooses to live a lifestyle that 
allows him a day of rest and worship with his 
family. 
#5 The godly man renders great honor to his 
parents and to the parents of his wife, and as'sumes 
the primary responsibility for their welfare when 
they can· no longer care for themselves. 
#6 The godly man does hot wish or express 
malice or evil toward any person, but is secure in 
allowing god to make all wrongs right. 
#7 The godly man is a one-woman man and 
treasures his wife more than any other human 
being. Whether in thought or deed, he steers 
clear of .any path that would ultimately violate his 
marriage vows. _ 
#8 The godly man would not take or misuse the 
property, reputation or time of another. This 
includes his neighbor, employer and the IRS. 
#9 The godly man will not misrepresent what he 
knows to be the truth through his choice of words, 
gestures or expressions. He also will not mislead 
others throl!gh misuse or omission of the truth. 
#10 The godly man is grateful for all Go.d has 
entrusted to him, and does not envy or crave what 
God has given to others. 

-Jonathan R. Mutchler 

.... , ,, .. _ ; ...:...... . --

Growth In Jesus 

BETWEEN THE TESTAMENTS 

Part Fifteen: 
Roman Emperors During The Gospels & Acts 

Last time, we looked briefly at the Herods, the 
local rulers of Israel during New Testament 
times. We'll now finish this overview with a 
look at the real rulers, those Roman emperors 
who ruled during the time of the New Testa
ment. The character of the emperor would often 
have i~s effect across t~e empire, even affecting 
local areas, where lesser rulers had to adapt to 
the emperor's will. 

When Jesus was born, the famous Augustus Cae
sar was still emperor (he reigned 27 B.C. to A.O. 
14). Augustus had come out on top in the 
lengthy Roman civil wars, and .took every step 
possible to make his power absolute. His suc
cessor, Tiberius Caesar, was emperor while Jesus 
was conducting his public ministry. Tiberius 
reigned from A.O. 14 to A.O. 37; John began to 
prepare the way for Jesus in A.O. 28 or 29 (see 
Luke 3: 1 ), and Jesus began to preach shortly af
terwards. Tiberius's character did have some ef
fect on ev~nts in the Biple. 

Tiberius had lived most of his life as a somewhat 
obscure but effective, respected, and contellted 
public official. Emper,or Augustus held him in 
favor and wanted him to be his successor as em
peror. He offered Tiberius a cynical deal that 
would make Tiberius the emperor but would 
ruin his life - Augustus offered to make Tiberius 
emperor if he would divorce his first wife and 
marry Augustus' daughter Julia, a notoriously im
moral woman with a sharp, cruel tongue, 
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renowned by many Roman writers for her outra
geously depraved and wicked life. Thus, 
Tiberius as emperor was very unhappy, bitter . 
and suspicious. He became increasingly para
noid and suspected every important official of 
plotting against him. Because of this, for most of 
his reign there was an atmosphere of tension and 
fear among the Roman political leaders. This is 
why; in the Bible, Pontius Pilate is so terrified 
when the Jewish leaders threaten to tel I the em
peror that he was disloyal. Rationally, he knew 
freeing Jesus would be in no way a threat to em
peror, but he also knew that the emperor auto
matically believed an·y accusations of treachery: 
The Jewish leaders exploited the situation to 
force Pilate's actions. 

The next emperor was the bizarre Caligula, who 
reigned only A.O. 37 to A.O. 41 (early in the 
book of Acts). Though interesting to historians, 
he has little importance to New Testament study. 
He was succeeded by Claudius, who reigned 
from A.O. 41 to A.O. 54 (most of Acts) and 
whom we mentioned earlier in connection with 
the Herod family. Though partially paralyzed, 
Claudius wa~ a reasonably effective leader, and a 
master organizer. He disliked foreign religions, 
and the historian Suetonius says he expelled all 
Jews from the city of Rome; it may well be this 
order that induced Aquila and Priscilla to leave 
Rome (see Acts 18:2). 

Claudius was succeeded by the legendary Nero 
(reigned A.O. 54 to A.O. 68), who became em
peror in the same year that Pau! set off on his 
third Missionary Journey (Acts 18:23). Nero was 
a hater of Jews and Christians and an insane, 
bloodthirsty ruler. Next week we'll look at him 
& the rest of the New Testament emperors. 

-Mark Garner 



Family lnfo1w1ation 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following items: 
paper towels,_ canned fruit, kleenex, hand soap, 
granola bars, m.uffin mix, spaghetti, tuna helper, 
hamburger helper. 

Workers Needed 
Mike Hipes and his fami.ly wHI be arriving with 
their furniture Friday afternoon July 19. We need 
a crew of "Willing W orkers'.' to help them move 
in. If you Can assist please see Roy Estep. ' 

. Help Needed ! 
Potters Children's Home will be here collecting 
commodities July 18th. Each family is requested 
to give $5 ca.sh for perishable items and a box of 
Rice Chex Cereal. Put your cerea.1 in a box 
which will be placed in' the foyer and give cash 
donations to Roy ·Estep. · 

Summer Youth Series 
Please make note of. changes in the summer 
youth series: 
July 23-now at Graham Rd. Church Of Christ 

I 

1649 ~raham Rd, Reynoldsburg 
July 30_.:.now at Spring Rd. Church Of Christ 
'72 South Spring Rd, Westerville. 

Baby Shower · 
There wi 11 be a baby show er ·for Anna Perriarcl, 
Friday July 19th at the home of Cheryl Mw.jr: 

Salad Brunch 
There will be a salad brunch for the Women ~f · 
Northland, July 27th at 10 am at Lora Bradley's. 
We encourage 'all the women to be there. 

17 
19 

20 

21 
21-27 
26-27 
27 

2-4 

4 
4 
7 
12 

12 
18 
21 
30-1 

Calendar 
July 

SO's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Baby Shower For Anna Perriard, 7:00 
p.m. At The Home Of Cheryl Muir 
Congregational Picnic, Blendon Woods 
Park, Hickory Grov,e Area, 4:30 p.m. 
50's Plus Eat Out Sunday 
NWOCYC Teen Week 
Promise Keepers 
Womer:l's Salad •Brunclii, ·,m:OO a.m., At 
Laura Bradley's Home 

Aµgust 
Foreign Missions Workshop At 
Northland Church 
Deacons Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
Orient Correctional Institute 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Girl's Night Out, 6:30 p.m., Spaghetti 
Warehouse ' 
Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 

- 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Summit "96" 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $4710 'Weds · 104 

Avg YlD $5l45 · ·Sun Class 119 

Russia· $225 Sun AM 235 

Avg YTD $239 Sun PM 63 

Sel'\'ices 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wedne~day Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
·5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frailk Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deq_cons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John, Bradley, Steve Carver; Lylin Champney; Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie,. Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terrr Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-01,61 
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Worm Training 
(Part Four) 

If God is going to use you to be a bridge between estranged brothers and 
sisters , or between estranged cultu.res, then there is something about 
bridges you need to understand. Bridges, if they are to be used effectively 

I 

to span the chasm, are to be walked on. Jesus became the great suspen-
sion bridge builder - from God' to rp.an. He honored His Father and exem
plified the lifestyle we should follow. He was walked on. · Likewise, 1if 
you are goirig to be used of God, you will be walked on. · 

Think of the honor of being a bridge for, and to, God - being willing to be 
walked on and walked over to take man to the Father. We need to submit 
our shoulders to Jesus, to become the foundation to hold up those who are 
in need. God wants to hold up His children as examples to the world. He 
desires our love and attention. We ask for so much and give Rini so little. 

I believe that in these final time~ on planet Earth we must inventory our
selves and discern just the way Jesus looks at us. He has the power to 
stop every mistreatment we receive just as He possessed the P,ower to 
avoid death on the cross. 

However, we kliow this is not His way. Why? Because we are being 
trained to be His servants, slaves of God. 

As worms, we do not fight back. We remind ourselves that God is avail
able 24 hours a day to hear the cry of those seeking Him. Wherever you 
are, God will take your1 b~okenness and make something beautiful. Will 
you be a worm for God? · 

I 

Jesus died for people. The thing that He is now praying for ispeople. He. 
is gbing to give all that He owns to people. When are we going to wake 
up? We are the people whom God wants to use to reach people. 

We have to change. And as· we change and become more Christlike in 
our character, we can change others. Changed people change people! 
Others can only be changed by the degree that we ourselves are changed. ., 

Take God at His word, and take Rini seriously. ,When we really meet Je
sus and allow ourselves to be crushed as we model His example, the im
pact will rock this world. 

Wellington Boone in "New Man" 



Family Time 
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"FORGET IT. GUYS. GOLIATH HAS ALREADY BEEN 

THROUGH THE LINE.'" SEE 1SAMUEL17:4-7. 
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6rowth /11 Jesus 

BETWEEN THE TESTAMENTS 

Part Sixteen: Wrapping Up 

Nero became emperor in the same year that Paul 
set out on his Third Missionary Journey. Nero 
was emperor for the last part of Acts and at the 
time ma,ny of the epistles were written. Much 
has been written about Nero, including his delib
erate burning of Rome, to enable him to proceed 
with a building project for which the Roman 
Senate had been refusing to allocate funds (even 
then they had "gridlock" politics), that he blamed 
on the Christians. This gave Nero the excuse to 
begin the first organized Roman persecutions of 
Christians (in A.O. 64), in whjch Paul was exe
cuted and in which Peter may have died (but the 
church legend about Peter's upside-down cruci
fixion is probably just a tall-tale). But these per
secutions were not lengthy, and did not extend 
beyond Rome itself. In fact, government perse
cutions of Christians was not a widespread prob
lem at all in the 1st century - today's Christians 
greatly exaggerate them and romanticize them. 
They would only become a. serious problem af
ter the church itself had deteriorated noticeably 
from the example of the early church in the New 
Testament. 

After Nero came a period of disorde.r, in which 
three emperors were murdered one after another 
(Galba, Otho, Vitellius in 68-69); finally Ves
pasian took over and restored order. While this 
period of turmoil was going on in Rome, the Ro
man army, finally provoked beyond all patience 
by the confrontational attitude of the post-Jesus 
generation of Jewish leaders, was laying final 
siege to Jerusalem. Vespasian himself was lead-

3 

ing the siege when he was called to Rome as the 
popular choice to become emperor, and he left 
his son Titus in charge of the siege. 

While Vespasian began his reign as emperor in 
69, Titus crushed the Jews' resistance and 
sacked Jerusalem in A.O. 70 (as prophesied by" 
Jesus in Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21), 
destroying the city, scattering the,Jews, and 
bringing to an end (until our own century) the 
history of God's people in the Promised Land. 
From then on the history of God's people cen
ters on the gospel of ·Jesus, not a geographic lo
cation. 

We've just taken a brief look at the major 
themes and developments of the period be
tween the Testaments, and linked them up with 
an overview of secular history during New Tes
tament times. Here are a few references to start 
with, if you'd like to look at any of these topics 
further: 

Josephus, The Antiquities of the Jews and The 
Wars of the Jews 
Werner Keller, The Bible As History 
Jim McGuiggan, The Book of Daniel 
Merrill Tenney, New Testament Survey 
Halley's (or other) Bible Handbook 

-Mark Carner 

"In the past God spoke to our 
forefathers tbrottgh the prophet$ at 

many times and in various ways, but 
in these last days he has spoken to us 

by his Son, whom he ·appointed heir of 
all things, and thtough whom he 

made the universe." 
Hebrews 1:1-2 



Family lnfor1nation 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following items: 
canned fruit,. kleenex, jelly, piecrust mix, liquid 
dish detergent, hand soap, shampoo, muffin mix, 
And Workers need to sign up for August 
(at the bulletin· board by the church office.) 

Attention Sisters! 
There will be a salad brunch for the women of 
Northland on Saturday July 27th', at 10:00 a.m. at 
the home of Lora Bradley. We encourage all the 
women to be there with a salad ar:id your Bible 
for a great time of fellowship and encourage-

. ' 
ment. 

Outdoor Drama 

Calendar 
July 

21 . SO's Plus fat Out Sunday 
21-27 NWOCYC Teen Week 
26-27 .Promise Keepers 1 

27 Women's Salad Brunch, 10:00 a.m.', At 

2-4 

4 
4 
4 
7 
12' 

Lora Bradley's Home · 

_August 
Foreign Missions Workshop At 
Northtand Church 

, "Special Contribution Day" 
Deacons Meeting 8:00 a:ni .. 
Orient Correctional Institute 

, 

1 SO's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Girl's Night Out, 6:30 p.m., Spaghetti 
Warehouse 

On Saturday August 24th, there will be ;a group 
going to see "The Living Word" outdoor drama. 
Tickets are $9.00' for adults and $6.00 for chil-
dren 13 and under. If you are interested in going; 12 

please see Buffy Nichols or Diana Morris for 18 
Parent And Youth Workers Meeting) 
SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday·" · 
SO's _Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Outdoor Drama Trip 

. f . d . 21 more in o an to sign ,up. 

S .. I C t "b • 24 
pec1a on n ution 30_ 1 Summit "96" 

The date for our special contribution has 
changed. The new date is 'August 4 .. Please pray 
and plari for this. 

· Donations Needed 
Peg Williams participated in the Human Race 
Walkathon July 14th and is in·need of donations 
and contributi<!lns to raise funds for ·mental 
health. Ple'ase contact Peg at 252-0711 during 
the day, or 239-9084 in the evening if you can 
help. Money needs to be collected by July 2'8. 

Contributions 

Last Week $3627 

Avg YTD $5092 

Russia $272 

Avg YTD $240 

Attendance 

Weds 139 

Sun Class 121 

Sun AM 200 

Sun PM 110 

Services 

Sunday ·Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Steve ciu-ver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt; Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, o., 43231. (614) 475-0161 
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Laughter is something that happens frequently in our home. It makes 
life fun. I know a Christian who thinks laughing, and having fun is sin· 
ful. He considers these the pursuit of pleasure and therefore, wrong. 
While I respect his sincere desire to serve God, I'm nbt sure we serve 
the same God! My God does some funny things! I can just see Him 
laughing with glee as He created the a,nimals. "Here, elephant. Have a 
water nozzle so you can spray people at the zoo! And you, horse. Lest 
you think you're too glorious, I'll -have you snort!" And imagine what 
He was thinking as He created the-hyena! 

' . 
God's h1,1mor is seen all throughout the Old Testament. There's Jonah 
being swallowed by a gjant fish. Balaam having a tete a t~te with his · 
donkey. And the great king Nebu"cud''nezzer having his dinner at the 
Bovine Buffet! But one of my all time favprites is found in 1 Samuel 5. 
the Philistines captured the Ark of the Covenant and put it in the temple 
of their god, Dagon. Th~ next morning the Philistine priests found · 
Dagon lying face down in front of th;e Ark! So they put him back up on 
his.pedestal (some god, huh!). The.next morning he was lying face 
down in front of the Ark with his head and hands broken off! I wish I 
could have seen the priests' reaction that second day! 

Like ail stories in the Bible, there's a lesson or two here. God is the 
only_god who belongs on a pedestal. All other •:gods" will fall before 
Him. Also, notice who put the other god on a pedestal. It was man. 

H.ave y~u ever put another "god" on a pedestal in the temple 9f your 
heart? Maybe it was a new house or car that filled your temple. Maybe 
it was sports or another hobby,. Maybe it was another person. Perhaps 
even yourself. All of these things have filled my "temple" at some time. 
All of these things are false gods. All of these things will fall b~fore the 
only true God. 

Praise Him for his magi;iificence. Let Him fill your temple and deans~ it 
~ .. from false gods. If I know my God, He'll do it with love, compassion, 
0) tenderness, support and probably even a little humor! ,... 
,..:
<'I 

~ 
~ 

-Diana Morris 



Ser11ing 6od 
WHEN IS-FORGIVENESS 

NOT TRUE FORGIVENESS 

One day, in church, Sally (name changed) 
approached me and began to share about her · 
marriage. Her husband was staying out all night. He 
would return hbme in the morning for breakfast and a 
change of clothes. Sally shared with little emotion. 

I asked Sally if she did her husband 's laundry and 
fixed him breakfa~t every morn'ing. Sally's reply was 
"Yes, that's what a Christian wife is supposed to do. 
Forgiveness is like turning a key in a lock. I You put 
everything that you feel behind a door, lock it, and it 
is dosed forever." From Sally's .point of view, denial 
was forgiveness. Sally believed that locking and 
sealing off her pain sealed away her past in a 
mausoleum of obsolete memories. 

There is a more accurate description of this type of 
forgiveness. Clinically, it can be called isolation (a 
part of self is isolated, sealed off, unavailable), denial 
(a wealth of feelings, thoughts or memories are 
disowned), and repression (impulses, insights, and 
inner wisdom is repressed so it cannot come to 
awareness) . 

Sally was setting herself up for depression. One of 
the roots of depression may be denied anger. Was 
she truly loving her husband in a Biblical way? The 
answer is NO! Sally was loving her husband in a way 
that excused him of his sin, yet in the process Sally 
was deeply sinning by walking in denial versus truth . 
Sally thought she was loving her husband, but reality 
is that true love confronts the truth. True love gives 
the person a chance to repent and change. The Bible 
tells us that Truth will set us free. It never said that 
truth won't hurt. 

The purpose of forgiveness is to bring about . 
reconciliation . Reconciliation between the person 
and God. Reconciliation between the person and 
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themselves. Reconciliation between the parties 
involved. 

Many individuals today believe that forgiveness is 
necessary but reconciliation is optional. This. belief 
is not biblical. This view focuses primarily on 
getting released from ones own guilt or conscience. 
We are to confess our sins and the sins that others 
have committed against us to walk in forgiveness. 

When walking in true forgiveness, one also confronts 
the offender. This opens the channel to bring about 
restoration of the relationship. (Matthew 18:15) 

To 'walk in true forgiveness? First, take off any 
masks. Don't deny the pain, face it and deal with it. 
Ephesians 4:26 (NIV) states "Be angry, and do not . 
sin: do not let'the sun go down on your wrath ." 
Confess to God through Jesus Christ that you are in 
pain and have anger, bitterness or-resentment. 
Release these emotions to <;;od. Don't ask Him to 
take them away. You own them, so let go of them. 

Second, confess any judgments you have made 
concerning the person. Seek forgiveness for those 
judgments and release them to God . 

Third, forgive the person. Remember, forgiveness 
does not mean forgetting. Forgiveness means 
holding no judgments or resentment. 
Fourth, confront the person who lias offended you. 
This gives the person a chance to seek your 
forgiveness as well as being held accountable for 
their sin. 

In Sally's case, true forgiveness may mean holding 
her husband accountable to break off an affair, seek 
Biblical counseling, and work toward reconciliation. 
Working toward reconciliation means restoring trust, 
faith, and love for each other. 

Today is the day to bei ng walking in the truth and 
the love of Christ. Come out from any fa lse 
forgiveness and begin to enter into the hea ling power 
of true forg iveness through Christ J es u~. 

-Sandy Burkett 

6rowth In Jesus 

PUT YOUR HEART IN IT! 
LESSONS FROM MALACHI 

Part One: Introduction 

The short book of Malachi wa's written' to call 
God's people. to examine the thoughts and mo
tives with which they serve God. The struggle to 
resist "going through ·the motions" has been a 
part of believers' lives for as long as humans 
have called on God. The details of the situations 
that believers face may change from generation 
to generation, but the need for understanding, 
for genuine faith, remains con'stant. 

Malachi was written in the 5th century. B.C., 
around (or more likely just after) the time of Ezra 
and Nehemiah. This was a time of rebuilding for 
the people of God, both physically and spiritu
al'ly. They had been harshly disciplined for their 
idolatry and other sins, by being delivered into 
the hands of the Babylonians. The Jews had 
been oppressed before, but never so completely; 
never before had the best part of the nation been 
carried away captive, most of them never to see 
their homes again. They were now recovering 
from that discipline, and trying to learn the 
lessons God was teaching them . There were so 
many things to do in the years of rebuilding, so 
many tasks to perform, so many sins to be 
avoided, that at times it became very difficult for 
God's people to see God himself amongst all the 
activi~y. 

So too, in our lives there are so many needs, re
sponsibilities and distractions that we find it very 
difficult to concentrate on God himself, to under
stand the reasons for what we do, and to appre-
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ciate the significance of what we do when we 
serve him. Thus Malachi's challenges are appro
priate for the church today. 

The book is divided thematically into 6 main ~ec
tions.. The sections generally-begin wi_th a com
ment from God, immediately followed with an . 
objection from his people, who think that God· 
has judged them unfairly. But God then refutes 
their objection, and exhorts them to reform. The 
six key verses that divide the book into th~se sec
tions are 1 :2, 1 :6, i: 10, 2: 17, 3:6 and 3: 13. If 
you take a look at these verses, you will quickly 
see the kinds of things God's people needed 
(and need) to understand more completely. 

Like these Jews, Christians usually feel very 
pleased with themselves if they have managed to 
arrange their outward I ives to conform to their 
perceptions of Christian behavior. Malachi's' 
hearers were surprised to hear that they were 
"wearying God", "showing contempt for God", 
and so forth. Likewise they had not fully grasped 
the depths.of God'.s love for them, or how his 
discipline proved his love. Christians would 
likewise do well to realize that so much of our 
religious, and seemingly zealous, activity wearies 
God, and shows contempt for him, if it is not 
done with understanding and genuine faith. And 
we must.take the time to appreciate Goa's loving 
discipline of us. 

- Mark Carner 



Family lnfo1·n1ation 

Food Pantry 
he food pantry is in need of the following items: 
canned fruit, kleenex, jelly, piecrust mix, liquid 
dish detergent, 'hand soap, shampoo, muffin mix, 
And Workers need to sign up for August 
(at the bulletin board by the office.) 

Special Contribution 
• We need to prepare to meet some of the imme

diate needs we are facing as a congregation. 
Those needs are the moving expenses of Mike 
Hipes, Margie, and Brook, related costs for office 
accommodations for Mike and a much needed 
replacement of the heating and air conditioning 
unit for the north side of the building that is no 
longer working. 

With these pressing needs in mind, we have des
ignated Sunday, August 4 for a special offering to 
God's work at Northland. On that Sunday, lets 
give double our normal budget,· which makes 
our goal for that Sunday $12,800. As we contem
plate these needs, let's do so with a willing and 
sacrificial heart. Sacrifice, although painful at 
times, bears fruit. We must remember it was 
J~s·' sacrifice on the cross that redeemed us 
from an empty way of life. 

The elders and ministers of Northland 

-

Calendar 
August 

2-4 Foreign Missions Workshop At 
Northland Church 

4 "Special Contribution Day" 
4 Deacons Meeting 8:00 a.m. 
4 Orient Correctional Institute 
7 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
12 Girl's Night Out, 6:30 p.m., Spa~hetti 

Warehouse 
12 Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
18 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
21 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
24 Outdoor Drama Trip 
30-1 Summit 11 96 11 

Congratulations 
John Greenhaw was baptized last Sunday. His 
address is 4817 Calvin Dr., Columbus, OH 
43227. Phone -577-1408. 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

Avg YTD 

$4729 Weds 

$5080 Sun Cl!iSS 

$190 

$238 

Sun AM 

Sun PM 

134 

141 

236 

110 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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An Illustration Of Christian Life 
I 

Our life is like a journey by ship. As the people on the 
ship set out in the hope of reaching a safe harbor, so we have the 
promise of eternal life, and this promise should give us peace just 
like a safe, secure harbor. But the ship we travel in is weak, and 
strong winds and dangerous storms come against it. So it is clear 
that we need a very wise captain who will guide the ship with his 
wisdom so that it will not capsize or smash into the rocks. 

God alone is fit to be the captain of our ship. He alone 
can not only guide the ship but also bring it safely through the fu
'rious waves that toss it back and forth, and also bring the ship 
safe and unharmed into the harbor. 

But he has only promised to stay with us so long as we 
want and ask for his help and guidance. As long as he is the mas
ter of our ship, as long as we are close by him, we will safely 
come out of al I the storm and waves. But if, when danger comes, 
we impatiently want to take over, and we remove the captain -
and only his presence and guidance can save the ship - then the 
ship will be lost. And it will be clear that the shipwreck will not 
be the captain.'s fault; it will be the result of the impatience and 
senselessness of the people in' the sbiip. 

This illustration shows us the'cause of much of our trouble 
and suffering. 

-Martin Luther 

"Therefore everyone who hears these words of 
mine and puts them into practice is like a wise 
man who built: his house on the rock. The rain 

came down, the streams rose, and the windj blew 
and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, 

because it had its [011.ndation on the ropk." 
Matthew 7:24-25 



Family Time 
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, ·"YOU'D GET GOOD HISTORY GR.ADES. TOO. IF 

METHUSELAH ~RE YOUR UNCLE." 5EE GENE515 5:27. 
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6rowt/1 In Jesus 

PUT YOUR HEART IN IT! 
LESSONS FROM MALACHI 

Part Two: HQw Have You loved Us? - 1:1-5 
I 

The name "Malachi" means "my messenger", 
and this prophet was sent as a messenger to tell 
God's people about their spiritual needs and 
shortcomings. The messeriger theme comes up 
again in 3: 1, which the gospel writers tell us has 
Messianic significance. Whether Malachi is a 
literal name, or is (as some c;:ommentators have 
thought) a title for an otherwise anonymous 
prophet, the emphasis on the "messenger" is a 
deliberate indication that Malachi's message is 
'one for God's people both then and now -
Malachi is 'dealing·with themes of lasting impor
·tance. 

The first lesson Malachi has for his hearers is the 
basic one we must always learn first, before we 
can really lear.n or do anything else correctly in 
our relationship ~ith Cod. God assures his peo
ple that he loves them, only to hear his people 
challenge him: "How have you loved us?" Be
cause of the discipline they have gone through, 
they do not see God as loving them, but as pun
ishing them. God's presence to them does not 
mean the loving assurance of care and comfort, 
but the frightening threat of punishment for sins. 

God's way of replying is curious - he reminds 
them. of Jacob & Esau, the two brothers whose 
descendants became two nations. He.tells them 
he loved Jacob· (Israel) but hated Esau (Edom).· 
He reminds the Jews that t,heir neighbors, Edom, 
have been totally destroyed. (Historically, at the 
same time that Israel was taken captive by the 

' 
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Babylonians, the nation of Edom was totally, 
and permanently, destroyed.) But Israel, while 
di~ciplined, hus risen 11g11in, 11nd in fact has 
many glorious days waiting in the future. Israel 
.had been disciplined, but Edom had been de
stroyed. 

Christians must learn to see this difference. We 
are so obsessed with our own day-to-day lives 
that we refuse to see any way God could love us 
apart from taking care of the largely trivial situa
tions we find ourselves in each day. We blow ' 
things so much out of proportion that we as
sume that anything we feel a need for must also 
be of vital importance. When God does not de
liver, we feel destroyed spiritually, because we 
question whether he loves us, refusing to see or 
consider that there may be far more important 
long-term purposes behirJd the disappointments, 
discipline and trials we must endure. 

Another error that believers fall into, when re
sponding to God's discipline in their lives, is the 
attitude "Oh, we can't ever understand God's , 
ways, so we just have to accept whatever hap
pens and trust that there is a reason some
where." That attitude, seemingly "faithful'', is 
the opposite of what God wants. If we are to 
grow close to. God, and develop a genuine rela~ 
tionship with him, we must learn from the diffi
cult times in our lives. Pretending there is noth
ing we can learn, and calling that attitude 
"faith", is just as bad as resenting and despising 
the discipline we undergo. We'll pick up with 
this thought next time. ' 

- Mark Garner 



Family Information Calendar 

Fo9d Pantry August 
The food pantry is in need of the following items: I 4 "Special Contribution Day" 

kleenex, jelly, paper grocery bags, jello, pud
ding, paper towels. 

·Special Contribution 
We need to prepare to meet some of the imme

diate needs we are facing as a congregation. 
Those needs are the moving expenses of Mike 
Hipes, Margie, and Brook, related costs for office 
accommodations for Mike and a much needed 
replacement of the heating and air conditioning 
unit for the north side of the building that is no 
longer working. 

With these pressing needs in mind, we have des
ignated today for a special offering to God's 
work at Northland. Lets give double our normal 
budget, which makes our goal $12,800: As we 
contemplate these needs, let's do so with a will
ing and sacrificial heart. Sacrifice, although 
painful at times, bears fruit. We must remember 
it was Jesus' sacrifice on the cross that redeemed 
us from an empty way of life. 

The elders and ministers of Northland 

4 
7 
12 

12 
18 

1· 21 
24 
30-1 

Orient Correctional Institute 
50's Plus Meeting· In The Annex 
Girl's Night Out, 6:30 p.m., Spaghetti 
Warehouse 
Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Outdoor Drama Trip 
Summit "96" 

Summit '96 
Our Labor Day weekend seminar is coming soon. 
Volunteers are need!!! We are in need of many 
volunteers. Northland has always supported 
Summit in a great way by volunteering. Let's 
continue to do so. Among the many areas we 
need volunteers for are registration, child care, 
ushering .. We also are looking for a few good 
photographers to work the weekend. If you can 
assist or have any questions, please see Brenda 
Moore or Diana Morris. 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $5237 Weds 155 

Avg YTD $5085 Sun Class 136 

Russia $322 Sun AM 233 

Avg YTD $241 Sun PM 134 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, ,Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Right Fit 
When the woman saw the pocket-size Thai New Testament sitting 

on the bookshop shelf, she paused in momentary disbelief. Then she 
walked over to the shelf, her eyes never leaving the treasure she'd just dis
covered. In a slow, reverent fashion, she reached for the book and gingerly 
grasped it in her fingers. She brought her other hand up and cradled the 
book with both thumbs, supporting its spine with her remaining fingers. 
She stood there for several seconds with arms outstretched, beholding it, 
and then drew the small New Testament to her face and gently kissed it. 
At that point, the tears that had been welling up in her eyes overflowed to 
her cheeks and rolled quickly down to the line of her jaw. 

The bookshop staff, upon seeing her reaction, offered the woman 
comfort and inquired as to why she was crying. She took a deep breath , 
and began her story. 

She said she had been raised in a home where her family was vio
lently opposed to anything Christian. Somehow, mirac~lously, she had 
been witnessed to by a Christian friend and, as a result, had come to accept 
Jesus as Lord of her life. But from that point on, whenever she would take 
out the Thai Bible she'd been given, her family members would angrily 
snatch it away from her. After many such encounters, her Bible was 
severely torn and battered. Conwounding her problem was the fact that the 
Bible was so large, it was impossible to hide. In her despair, the woman 
prayed to God that He would help her find a smaller, less conspicuous ver-
sion of His Word. ~ 

The reason she was crying, she told the staff, was that upon seeing 
the pocket-size Thai New Testament (published by the Thailand Bible Soci
ety), she realized her prayers had been answered. At last, she said, she had 
a book of Scripture that she could easily carry with her, in full concealment 
when necessary. 

The woman eagerly purchased the New Testament. And whereas 
moments before she had been crying tears of joy, she left the shop singing 
praises to the Lord. 

This account was related to the Thailand Bible Society by the staff 
of a bookshop in Bangkok. That shop, like many others throughout the 
country, stocks copies of the recently pub I ished pocket-size Thai New Tes
tament. Bible Society officials report that the book is proving to be very 
popular wherever it is offered. If the reaction of this woman is any indica
tion, you can be sure that many hearts and minds will be forever touched 
by the message contained on the pages of that New Testament. 

American Bible Society News 



Family Time 
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"THAT'S JONAH. MAYBE YOU SHOULDN'i MENilON 

TODAY'S FISH SPECIAL.• SEE JONAH 1:17. 
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6rowth In Jesus 

PUT YOUR HEART IN IT! 
LESSONS FROM MALACHI 

Part Three: Learning From Discipline- 1:1-5. 

Malac;hi's firsf lesson is that believers must haye 
confidence in God's love for them - a most fun~ 
damental and important lesson in building our 
relationship with him. Learning this lesson is dif
ficult, because an important part -of God's love is 
his discipline, and we humans often confuse dis
cipline with punishment, as we discussed last 
week. But there is also a very different response· 
to God's discipline that equally keeps us from 
knowing him well. That is, that we can recog
nize the trials and struggles as God's discipline, 
but then fail to understand the reasons behind it. 

To some believers, it seems faithful to respond to 
trials or struggles by saying something like "I 
have no idea why this is occurring, but I have 
faith something good will come of it". Even 
many Christian leaders promote this lazy atti
tude. Look, the very reason why God sends dis
cipline is so that we learn from ·it! Even human 
parents discipline their children so that the chil
dren learn from it. Suppose a parent disciplines 
a child, and the child responded "I have no idea 
why you disciplined me, but I'm. sure there is, a 
good reason. Do whatever you want to me." 
Do you think any parent would be satisfied with 
that?! There are lessons to be learned in all of 
the things we experience in life, and it is lazy 
and irrespqnsible to ignore them. And to ignore 
the lessons that Goq is teaching, and then call 
this "faith", is offensive to God. 

Now the reasons behind what happen in our 

3 

lives, and especially the reasons behind the 
ways God disciplines us, are not the kind of 
lessons we are often looking for. God uses trials 
and struggles to teach spiritual principles and to 
reveal his character, whereas humans usually 
think in terms of'some temporary, worldly bless
ing" So when humans undergo discipline, they 
want to think that it will somehow lead to an 
equivalent "blessing". They hope that any un
pleasant experience will be "used" by God to 
begin a chain of events that will lead to a better 
job, or more money, or more popularity with 
the opposite sex. 

But God did not send the Jews to Babylon so 
that he could bury gold treasure, in Israel for 
them to discover when they returned. Rather, 
he sent them there to learn and understand how 
they had failed in their relationship with him, in 
order that the relationship between God and his 
people could be rebuilt. And when you un-. 
dergo discipline, look for the lessons God is 
teaching you, instead of convincing yourself that 
you are now entitled to a blessing to make up 
for the discipline. And stop thinkingithat God is 
so bizarre that when he wants to bless you he 
has to "use" an unpleasant situation to do so. 
yYhen God is ready to give you a blessing, he 
can just give it to you. When he wants to teach 
you a lesson instead, then he will discipline 
you. 

- Mark Carner 



Family /11formatio11 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following items: 
kleenex, jelly, paper grocery bags, jello, pud- I 12 
ding, paper towels, toothpaste, shampoo, pan-
cake mix, syrup. I 12 

Summit '96 
' 

Our ~abor Day weekend seminar is coming 
soon. The plans for it are going great. The speak
ers are Jeff Walling, Patri,ck Mead, Don 

18 
21 
24 
30-1 

Mclaughlin, and Mike Lucas. The singing groups 
are Acappella, AVB, Voq1I Union, and Glorify I' 
Him.\Please put this weekend on your prayer list. 1 

New Address 1 

Cale11dar 
August 

Girl's Night Out, 6:30 p.m., Spaghetti 
Warehouse 
Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Outdoor Drama Trip 
Summit 11 96" 

September 

Summit 11 9611 

Services At Willow Brook 
Deacons Meeting 8:00 am 

Mike and Margie Hipes new address is 1254 
Colston Drive, Westerville 43081. 'Their phone 

·,tinumber is 882-9492. 

4 
9 
15 
15 

50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
~lders/Deacons Meeting 8:00 am 

"" ~~; ' 

· Old Eyeglasses 
Old Eyeglasses are being collect~d for missionary 
work in India. If you have any that you are no · 
longer using, see Julia Steva. 

Promise Keepers I 

18 
27-28 
27-28 

50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Marriage .Retreat @ Atwood Lake Resort 
Fall Men's Retreat 

Contributions Attendance 

On August 17th there wil'I be a breakfast for C;l.11 I Last Week $12513 Weds 157 
those who attended the Promise Keepers Confer-
ence in Indianapolis. We will meet at 8 a.m. at I Avg YTD ,$5317 Sun Class 153 

the Old Country Buffet in their meeting room. 1 Russia $369 Sun AM 246 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Suriday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

AvgYTD $245 Sun PM 88 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
'Deac<ms: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence; Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cle~eland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Christian Giving 
It i.s generally recognized that, according to the Old Testament, the tenth of 
one's income represented a required minimum amount of giving to God's 
wor.k by the people of the old covenant.The New Testament reverses this 
prindple. It requires new covenant believers to regard all of their income 
as belonging to God - not just the tithe (Ma:ttbew 6: 19-3'1-; 19: 16-30; Luke 
9:23-25; 12:13-34; 16:1-13; 18:18-30; 21:1-4; Acts 2:44-45; 4:32-37) ,, 

The New Testament enjoins Christians to keep for themselves only that 
which Js necessary to provide for them and their dependents so that they 
do not become a burden on others (1Thessalonians4:11-12; 1 Timothy 
5:8; 6:6-10). Consequently, the portion of their wealth that exceeds what is 
necessary for their needs is to be used for God's work and for 'deeds of 
charity {2 Corinthians 9:6-15; Galatians 6: 1 O; 1 Timothy 6: 17-19; James 
2:15-16; 1John3:16-18). '· 

Thus, whereas the Old Testament required the contribution of only a tenth 
of one's income to God's work, the New Testament requires the total dis
position of one's possessions for God, except the portion which is to be 
kept for oneself and one's relatives. On this basis, if the tenth of one's in
come is.sufficient to provide for one's own and family needs, the remaining 
ninety percent belongs to God's work. 

Old covenant believers were to set aside a tenth of their income for God. 
New covenant believers are to set aside for themselves only that which is 
required for their needs. The rema,inder belongs to God and is to be ren
dered to Him as an expression. of worship.This reversal of the old covenant 
standard provides an explanation for the New Testament's relative silence 
on the issue of tithing. The practical implications of the New Testament 
principle of total disposition renders 'the tithe obsolete, unless it is used as 
an aid to help Christians discover in greater fullness the joy of worship 
through giving. · 

For Christians whose limited income is only sufficient for subsistence, the 
tithe provides a goal to attain.For more affluent Christians whose· income 
exceeds their needs, the tithe becomes restrictive. It is to be surpassed in 
the same measure that God prospers them. To insure the proper function
ing of the ministries of the local church, 'it is appropriate for a body of be
lievers to require tbat, apart from other giving, at least a tenth of their mem~ 
bers' income be contributed to the local church that serves them. Both Old 
and New Testament offer warrant to uphold such a standard (Leviticus 
27:30-32; Matthew 23:23). 

Gilbert Bilezikian 



Ser11i11g 6od 

PRA YERLESSNESS CAN BE FATAL 

Are there some things God can't do? 

For one, he can't lie (Hebrews 6:18). For 
another, he can't save a person who won't obey 
the gospel. And f:iere's another thing God can't 
do - answer prayer that hasn't been prayed. 

Could we be tying God's hands in certain 
matters by our lack of prayer? Look at these 
eight examples from Scripture. They're cases 
when prayerlessness brought disaster. 

(1) The Gibeonites deceived Joshua into making 
an unauthorized treaty because he and his men 
didn't pray about it Uoshua 9;1-14). 

(2) King Ahaziah died because he consulted an 
idol instead of praying (2 Kings 1: 1-17). 

(3) King Saul lost his kingdom and his life 
through prayerlessness (1 Chronicles 10: 13-14). 

(4) Uzzah fell dead and the ark wasn't moved for 
three months due to prayerlessness (1 Chrn. 
13:9-15: 13). 

(5) King Asa failed and died in pain because he 
refused to pray (2 Chrn. 16:7-12). 

(6) Babylon destroyed Jerusalem because God 
couldn't find in,tercessors to pray for the city 
(Ezel. 22:30-31 ). 

2 

(7) Jesus' disciples fai'led to cast out a demon 
because they had weak prayer lives (Mark 9:28-
29). 

(8) Jesus' disciples denied him because they 
failed to pray with him in the garden (Mark 
14:37-38, 50). ' ' 

Maybe this is why Samuel called prayerlessness 
a "sin a_~ainst Jehovah" (1 Samuel 12:23) . . 

Maybe we should pray more ... wonder what 
we're missing? · 

Keith Roberts, World Radio News 

WHO'S IN THERE? 

My four year old daughter was at the doctors 
office· when the doctor looked in her noS'e an·d 
said, "Who's in there, Mickey Mouse?" She 
said, "no". Then he looked in her throat and 
said "Who's in there; Donald Duck?" Again she 
said, "no". Then he took his stethoscope form 
around his neck and placed it on her chest and 
again asked, "Who's in there, Barney?" She 
said, "No - God's in my heart. Barney's on my 
underwear!" 

'Rita Young shared this article with us from 
"Today's Christian Woman". 

Growth In Jestis 

PUT YOUR HEART IN IT! 
· LESSONS FROM MALACHI 

Part Four: Honor Your Father - 1:6-14 

I 

Next, Malachi says something his listeners dis-
agree with completely. He a'tldresses God's 
priests and says that they have shown contempt 
for God. How could that be? Among all God's 
people, they have been the most zealously de
voted to his ministry. They have offered all the 
sacrifices God called for, attended all the assem
blies and festivals he ordained, and have dili
gently told the rest of the people all the things 
they should be doing. Thus they demand an ex
planation. 

God begins by reprimanding them for the sacri
fices they h~ve been offering - they have offered· 
every animal the law called for, but have com
pletely failed to fulfill the spirit of selfle'ss, faithful 
sacrifice that the law was intended to produce. 
They have offered to God things they would not 
have neE;ded anyway- animals with some defect 
that meant the priests would not get any per
sonal use out of them. Their "sacrifices" to God 
were not real sacrifices at all, and thus they 
showed contempt for him, not honor, by their 
worship. 

These people's problem was that they treated 
worshiping God as a game - they wanted to play 
the game as well as possible without damaging 
what they considered their real lives and inter
ests. They did not think of God as living and 
reigning, but simply as a set of activities and 
rules that gave them something to succ.eed at. 
They wanted to "do well" at serving God, so that 

3 

they could look good to others ai;id feel good , 
about themselves. But God himself was not very 
real to them. 

Many Christians do the same thing, when they 
treat God the same way they would treat 'a 
hobby or a self-help course. So many believers 
treat Christianity as if they were the center of it, 
not God .. Some of these misguided believers see 
Christianity as a way to evaluate themselves or to 
cornpare themselves ;with other humans, in an 
attempt to feel secure and significant. Thus they 
fill their schedules up with meaningless activi
ties, thinking that they arEl meaningful simply be
cause they have the title of a "church" activity. 
But they have no concept of a genuine, personal 
relationship with God. And they never under
stand why mere activity, however zealous, is 
powerless to bring security, peace or salvation. 

Some others in this misguided group give Chris
tianity only the time they would give any other 
hobby - that is, as long as it is fun or interesting, 
they will keep up with their Ch,ristian 
"commitment". These a~e the Christians who 
foolishly' say that "Christianity should be fun" 
and who are often restless, clamoring for the 
ch'urch to develop superficial and pointless pro
grams, because they have no idea of what to do 
on their own. And when they stop getting the 
good feelings they were getting, Christianity 
fades into the background in favor of other hob
bies. 

To honor God means we must each develop our 
own, individual, genuine relationship with God, 
that does not consist of outward activity only, 
and that is strong enough that we will willingly 
sacrifice to God in ways that actually cost us. As 
we study, Malachi will tell us what gbes into this. 

- Mark Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following items: 
kleenex, jelly, paper grocery bags, jello, pud
ding, paper towels, toothpaste, shampoo, pan
cake mix, syrup. 

Promise Keepers Conference 
There will be a Promise Keepers Conference on 
October 11, 12 in Memphis, TN. Brad Hayes is 
putting together a group to go. If you ·are inter
ested in going or more information, call him at 
891-6887 or see Terry Moore. 

Summit '96 
Registration for Summit '96 needs to begin to
day. If you have not already registered, do it to
day. You can see the poster on the church office 
door or the bulletin board for details and for reg
istration forms. 

Help Needed 
We need some people to volunteer to do some 
house cleaning at the home of Wendall Pickens. 
If you can hel'p with this, please meet in room 
E41 at 8:05 tonight with MaryKay Barozzini. A · 
donation to the mission fund will be made upon 
completion of this work to show appreciation for 
your service for this benevolent act. 

18 
21 
24 
30-1 

4· 
9 
15 
15 
18 
25 
27-28 
' 27-28 

29 

August 

50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Outdoor Drama Trip 
Summit 1196" 

September 

Summit 11 96" 
Services At Willow Brook 
Deacons Meeting 8:00 am 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Elders/Deacons Meeting 8:00 am 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Last Summer Adult Wednesday Class 
Marriage Retreat@ Atwood Lake Resort 
Fall Men's Retreat 
Last Summer Adult Sunday Class 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $5137 Weds 147 

Avg YTD $5312 Sun Class 160 

Russia $308, Sun AM 243 

Avg YTD $247 Sun PM 108· 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Pay Attention To The Passive 
Passive Christianity is good. Dosou agree? Since "passive" has a variety of 
meanings, agreement is not likely. For example, "Lacking in energy or will: 
LETHARGIC" and "not active or operating;" two definitions in Webster's Dic
tionary (9th Collegiate edition), are not good descriptions of Christianity, even 
though they may describe us at tim~s. However, Webster's primary definitions 
are good and should characterize us: "acted upon by an external agent" and 
"receptive to outside impressions or influences." In fact, the latter descrip
tions, when seen in scripture and accepted in faith, are vital to overcoming 
lethargic ~nd inactive Christianity. 

There are a number of passages, especially in Paul's epistles,· in which the 
passive form or an equivalent (simple sentence with God as the subject and 
ourselves as the object of the action) occur. In context, these affirmations of 
God's action upon us are the springboard for our action, generally described as 
"through," "in," or "by" divine agency. This means that because of that 
"passive" we are liberated and empowered to act boldly and effectively in the 
power of God and to His glory. It is important to pay attention to the passive. 
Look for this pattern thr~ughout the Bible. Consider EX 19: 3-6~ JQSH 24: 1-
15; ISA 40:27-31; EPH 2:6; 4:1; 6:11 (made to sit before we are to walk ap.d 
to stand). 

This pattern which is so prevalent in scripture is strikingly absent in our 
preaching, teaching and personal reading. We tend to by-pass the "passives" 
(things done to us) and even to change them into "actives" (things done by us). 
God may have acted in the past but now it is all up to us. With ourselves as 
the primary active agents of our salvation andfsuccessful Christian living we 
deny ourselves the success we so earnestly desire and may jeopardize our sal
vation by this perversion of the gospel (GAL 1:6-7). How's that for a guilt 
trip? Actually, I believe that God is still able to act in us and for us in spite of 
our misunderstanding and misguided self-effort. 'Think, how richer our lives 
could be if we would pay attention to the passive. 

As you encounter these "passive" passages, be aware of our tendency to ignore 
or change them. In that awareness, affirm them to yourself and with one
another repeatedly. Secondly'· claim them ~s the basis for your life in Christ. 
Say with Paul, "I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live 
but Christ who lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me" (GAL 2:20, emphasis 
mine). This passage and others will be discussed in a series of articles based 
on Romans 5-8 entitled "Pay Attention To The Passive."' May they be seed
beds for your own study and appreciation of the gospel. 

--Tom Yoakum 

,, 



Se1·11i11g 6od 

HALLELUJAH! HE AROSE! 

He arose! 

The rock-hewn tomb on Calvary 
Could not for long hold Deity. 

Tho' earth and hell had done their best 
To seal and guard the heavenly Guest, 
And keep Him in the cold, dark tomb, 
Increase His loved ones' awful gloom, 
We see·the "watch" as dead men fall, 
For Christ was King _and Lord of all. 

He arose! 

No longer with the thorn-crowned brow;· 
He is a glorious Conqueror now, 
Triumphant over death and hell, 

And al I the fiery streams that swel I 
With fury in the dread domain 

Where Satan and his demons reign. 
"Tis finished," was Christ's parting cry; 

He died that we may never die. 

He arose! 

And, oh, the glory of that hour 
In which His resurrection power 

From out of the darkness of the night 
Shone forth in majesty and might! 
No wonder that the heavens rang! 
No wonder 'that the angels sang! 

"He lives! He lives!" the seraphs cry; 
Oh, what a chorus in the sky! 

• I 
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He arose! 

"Ye herald angels, haste away 
To Calvary's hillside - 'lone and gray,' 

and bid the women dry their tears 
And to the winds cast all their fears, 

For Christ is risen from the dead; 
Yes, He is risen, as He said, 

He lives! He lives! for evermore, 
And lo, He goeth on before!" 

He arose! 

And He ascended up on high 
At God's right hand beyond the sky, 

And there He lives to intercede 
For us, His little ones in need; 

And, oh, how happy now are we 
· That Jesus gained the victory! 
He is the Life, the Truth, the Way 

From darkest night to brightest day. 

Emmanuel Herald 

Jesus said to her, "I am the 
resurrection and the life. He who 

believes in me will live, even 
though he dies; and whoever lives 
and believes in me will. never die. 

Do you believe this?" 
john 11:25-26 

6,.owth In Jesus 

PUT YOUR HEART IN IT! 
LESSONS FROM MALACHI 

Part Five: A Covenant of Life - 2:1-6 

Here, Malachi is addressing the priests, as those 
responsibie for establishing a relationship be
tween God and his people. Since'the New Tes
tament teaches that al I Christians are priests, . 
Malachi's warnings and encouragements are of 
value for all of us .. He has already told them that 
they show contempt for God by their insincerity, 
and their lack of genuine commitment in their 
"worship" of God. Now he will go further, ex
plaining what they should learn and take to 
heart. His message is helpful to all who find it 
difficult to give their best to God, because 
Malachi. does not stop at criticizing their behav
ior - he offers help in changing it. 

The problem, Malachi explains, is that they have 
forgotten the covenant God made with them. 
That is, they have gotten so caught up in the ac-

In our insecurity (both in the way we view our
selves, and in the way others view us) we want 
to bypass understanding the foundations of faith. , 
We see the inadequacies in ourselves and in our 
church, and we want them to change immedi
ately. Thus, the lives of many Christians, and the 
histories of many congregations, are a futile cycle 
of ups and downs. Periods of frantic activity al
ternate with times of regress and frustration. But 
(!od has promised us that he "always leads us in 
triumphal procession in Christ and through us 
spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowl
edge of him" (2 Car. 2:14). When a believer, or 
a congregation, does not have a consistent sense 
of joy and mission, and constantly needs to be 
"recharged", this is a sign of a fundamental prob
lem. And the problem is not the need to "be 
more intense", "take it to the next level", or any 
of the other silly slogans that Christians use to try 
to prod themselves into action when they are too 
lazy to try to understand what they are doing. 
The real need is to put forth the necessary time & 
effort to understand God's nature and character, 
to grasp in some small way God's glory, and to 
build an unfeigned belief in God as the source of 
all life. 

tivities of worshiping God,, and in comparing That is what we are all so often missing in our 
themselves to performance standards, that they hearts and in our ministries: Life! Unless we 
have lost sight of the meaning behind their war- truly permit God to reign over us, we have no 
ship. They consider God a part of their life, even · real life, beyor:id whatever human energy we can 
the most important part, but they have forgotten summon up at a given time. God's covenant is 
that God is the one and only source of all real one of life - life to the full. Without understand- · 
life. They think that pursuing religious activity ing this foundation of our ministry in Christ, the 
will make them feel more spiritual, and will help activities of ministry have not, true meaning, and 
them understand who they are, and who God is. cannot give genuine help either to ourselves or 
But, on the contrary, God wants us first to under- to others. 
stand him, and understand who we are in rela-
tion to him, and only then to try to find the 
meaning in the tasks and changes he has given 
us. 

-Mark Carner 
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Family lnfo1mation 
Food Pantry 

The food pantry is in need of the following items: 
kleenex, jelly, paper grocery bags, jello, pud
ding, paper towels, toothpaste, shampoo, pan
cake mix, syrup. 

Sympathy 
We want to express our Sympathy to Ruth 
Rogers at the death of her brother. Weals() want 
to express our sympathy to Terry Moore at the 

~ death of his uncle in Texas: Also many of you 
may remember Christian Williams, a little boy 
who attended COCS for~ short time. He died 
Tuesday from a brain tumor. Please keep his 
family-in your prayers. 

·,:: Congratulations 
~ fxtr. & Mrs. Samuel Leslie would like to an-
~ ~ nounce the engagement of their daughter Ann 
~-- Marie' to Douglas Matthew Short. We ask for 
~- your continued prayers and support for them. 

Central Ohio-Christian School 
Central Ohio Christian School begins the new 
year with an open house on Sunday p.m. Classes 
begin Tuesday morning. We are blessed With 
our largest enrollment. 

"Has God Called You ? 
If God has tailed you, don't spend time looking 
over your shoulder to see who is following! 

-Pulpit Helps 

Calendar 
August 

30-1 Summit 11 96 11 

l 
1 
1 -
4 
9 
15 
15 
'18 
25 
27-28 
27-28 
29 

September 

Summit "96" 
Services At Willow Brook 
Deacons Meeting 8:00 am 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
50's Plws "Eat Out Sunday" 
Elders/Deacons Meeting 8:00 am 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Last Summer Adult Wednesday Cl~ss 
Marriage Retrei;lt @ Atwood Lake Resort 
Fall Men's Retreat 
Last Summer Adult Sunday Class 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $6213 Weds 123 

AvgYTD 

Russia 

Avg YTD 

$5339 

'$295 

$248 

Sun Class 

Sun AM 

Sun PM 

178 

255 

131 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 

Sunday Evening _ 
W~dnesday Evening . 

John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates · 
Evan$~lists: Terry Moore, Tom Bamh_ardt 

· Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Pay Attention To The Passive 
Part Two: Once a Sinner, Always a Sinner? 

Which is true of your life in Christ? I was powerless or I am power Jess? I was 
a sinner or I am a sinner? I was an enemy of God or I am an enemy? If you've 
read Romans 5 lately you'll know that the correct answer is "was" each time; 
But if you relied on your feelings you probably answered "am" each time. On 
two recent occasions the speaker, after reading ROM 5:6~10. asked for a show _ 
of hands of those who would admit to being powerless sinners. Clearly, each 
speaker desired a unanimous show of hands. On the first occasion, a college 
devotional, most raised their hands and on the second, Sunday worship, most 
did not. Although with the majority each time I did not feel good about either 
response because, in the first instance, my feelings contradicted my understand
ing of the passage and, on the second, acting according to my understanding 
made me feel lil<e a hypocrite. 

Doe"S Paul really say that we were, not are, weak, sinners and enemies? Yes, 
that's the reading in my Bible; what about yours? But, what does the Greek 
say? Same thing (see BAG, 4th ed, p.315). Paul is more emphatic when, after 
listing sins which characterized the Corinthians, he says, "and that is what some 
of you were" (I Cor.6:9-11). This wete is one of the most hope filled words of 
the Christian message and as we pay attention to the passives in the context we 
can confidently affirm it for ourselves. They are: justified (ROM 5: l, 9; I 
COR 6': 11), reconciled (ROM 5:10), and sanctified (I COR 6:11). Washed (I 
COR 6: 11) is in the middle voice to indicate voluntary submission to baptism in 
which God does the washing (TIT 3 :5). In faith/baptism God acts to wash us 
(from our sins), to "reckon righteousn~ss to us," to make us holy, and to make 

' us _his friends. He does these things by the ~ame of Jesus Christ and by his · 
Holy Spirit (I COR 6:1 lb), whom he gives· to us as·a continuing source .of 
power (ROM 5:6; 8:1 lff). 

Despite these scriptural affirmations, our experienc\!S of sin compel us to con
fess that we are still powerless sinners and enemies (or false friends) of 
God.Thµs, holding on to our past, we rob ourselves of peace in the present and 
hope in the future. We begin to change the passive (things done to us) to active 
(things done by· us) as we try to make ourselves righteous and get ourselves 
back into God's favor. It becomes a weird game: we sin, repent, and try to 
make up by redoubled prayer, more Bible reading, fervent evangelism and 
good works. We may insert some grace saying God still loves us even though 
we are powerless sinners and act like enemies. This cycle may make us "more 
productive" as we find uneasy guilt to be a better motivator than assured peace. 
However, we totally miss Paul's point. 

~-Tom Yoakum 
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Family Ti1ne 

rf}~ 
.. IVE BEEN :ro THREE LUMBERYARDS, AND EVERY 
ONE OF THEM HAS BEEN CLEANED our BY SOME 

GUY NAMED NOAH." SEE GEN~IS 6:15-16 . . 
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Growth In Jesus 

PUT YOUR HEART IN IT! . 
LESSONS FROM MALACH'I 

Part Six: Examples of life - 2:7-9 

In this section. of Malachi, God conv.icted his 
priests of showing contempt for him by valuing 
outward accomplishment over sincere faith. He 
reminds them of the covenant of life that should 
give meaning to their worship. And we Christian 
priests must keep always foremost in our' minds 
the covenant that Jesus gave us through his 
blood. We must fight the achievement-oriented 
mentality that often keeps us from deeply under
standing God and Christianity. 

Unbelievers know that most Christians claim to 
honor the Bible as God's Word, yet use it pri
marily to support what they already believe, or 
to "convict" (or argue with) 9ther Christians, and 
rarely I.earn to study the Bible in context to build 
real wisdom or to deepen their understanding of 
God. Unbelievers know that many Christians' 
opinions on science, history, and politics are 
merely irrational slogans, parroted back from 
their leaders, who in tum have often blindly ac
cepted the word of some Christian "authority". 
Unbelievers know that Christians may be "Yi I ling 
to accept challenges to their behavior, but that 
most Christians become very emotional and agt
tated if anyone calls them to re-examine a belief 
or opinion they hold, even if trivial. We don't 
have to be like this! 

God wants us instead to .be examples of life! 
Malachi points out that not only is the right focus God is less concerned with our human zeal and 
essential to our own spiritual health, qut also· activity, than he is with our spirityal presence. 
that our per~pective has a dramatic effect, for We must develop enough security in Christ that 
good or ill, on those around us. These priests' we do not feel a need to defend our reputations 
inab11itY to appreciate this effect was their great- or our opinions. Instead, we can live life to the 
est failing. So too, God is very concerned with full - free from anxiety; free from agendas, free , 
the example that Christians s,et to the pagan from self-centeredness, and full of life. There-
world. Often the church's deepest failure is its fore do not settle for a Christianity that is all out-
inability (or unwillingness) to live out God's truth ward activity and behavior evaluation. Instead 
- instead it shows the worlq a "movement". put forth your best effort, in study, meditation, 
Whether or not we are doing a good job in discussion, and prayer, to learn who God is, 
preaching the gospel, We generally do a poor job , who you are, and what he has done for you. 
of living the gospel. And this failure, which is Do not substitute slogans for answers, or instnic-
quite obvious to most pagans, renders fruitless tions for insights. In the short run, you may not 
much of our evangelistic work. Many Christians change as quickly as yqu had hoped, but in the 
express frustration that unbelievers think Chris- long run you will save not just yourself but 
tians are hypocritical (or unintelligen~, or what- many others. 
ever), so why not do something about it? V)/e 
should stop giving them so many reasons to 
think negatively of Christians, and live in such a 
way that they will praise God for giving you 
such peace, security and joy. 

- /vfark Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the foUowing items: 
kleenex, jelly, paper grocery bags, jello, pud- ' 

. I 

ding, paper towels, toothpaste, macaroni and 
cheese, p<;incake mix, 'syrup. 

Deacons Make Note! 
Do to Summit "96", our meeting has been 
changed to next Sunday, September 8th 

Blood Needed 
A member at Spring Road is in urgent need of 0-
or B- blood. If you have this blood type and 
would like fo donate blood, contact David Mey-· 
ers at 882-1900 or 890-9046. 

Address Correction 
If you would like to send· a card to Mary Barbour, 

;her correct address is: 3480 Greenwich St., 
Columbus, OH 43224 phone# 262-6369. 

Thank You 
Wendel Pickens would like to thank all the 
ladies that came and cleaned his house. 

Country Baz~ar 
Will Brook Christian Home will be having their 
annual Old Fashioned Country Bazaar, Novem
ber 1st and 2nd. Please help by using your tal
ents to bake goods or make homemade items. 
For more information, contap Robbie McVicker. 

4' 

8 
9 
15 
15 
18 
25 
27-28 
27-28 
29 

Calendar 
September 

Services At Willow Brook 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Deacons Meeting 8:00 am 
Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
50's P.lus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Elders/Deacons Meetin·g 8:00 am 
50's Plus Meeting In: The Annex 
Last Summer Adult Wednesday Class 
Marriage Retreat @ Atwood Lake Resort 
Fall Men's Retreat 
Last Summer Adult Sunday Class 

Please Note !! 
Our goal on this page is to give you the 
information you need to take full advantage of 
the resources and activities at Northland. To do 
this we need your help! Please give information 
on activities tb Jack Evans or Mark Garner, at 
least two weeks before the activity is to occur. 
Do not assume that we will get the information 
just because the elders or evangelists know 
about your activity!!! 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $4305 Weds 178 

AvgYTD $5309 Sun Class 150 
I 

Russia $240 Sun AM 255 

AvgYTD $248 Sun PM 80 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbut Allen, Fraajc Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney; Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie- Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Mike Hipes;Tom Barnhar<lt 

. Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Pay Atten_tion To The Passive 
, 

' , Part Three: 
Once a Sinner, Always a Sinner?, Continued ' 

Follow the apostle's argument in Romans 5. Based on the gospel of 
God's grace which justifies believers (3:21-4:25), Paul assures his read
ers of their standing in grace at peace with God (5: 1-2). He uses a "how 
much more" argument: If God demonstrated his love in that he pro
vided justification and reconciliation through Christ's death for us.while 
we were still powerless sinners and enemies, how much more will he 
s~ve us from wrath since we are now his friends whom He counts righ
teous (5:6-11)? Since we are now "in Christ", rather than ."in Adam" 
where death reigned, how much more will we reign in life (5:17) and 
unto eternal life (v.21) through Jesus Christ. When we overlook the pas
sive, these wonderful truths are obscured. 

But what about sins we commit as Christians? Don't they make us 
"sinners"? No, not in the sense that Paul speaks of sinners (see 1: 18ff; 
3:9ff; 6:17, 20; 7:5). 'Yes, he does recognize sin's presence, and voices 
for all of us the tension of beirig kingdom people who share in the age 
to come while living in this age, of bei,ng in Christ but still living in the 
flesh. Left to himself he serves the law of sin with his flesh (7:25) but 
neither Paul nor we are left to ourselves. Thanks be to God we have 
deliverance through Jesus Christ our Lord (7:24). This tension means 

I , 
that we will have to struggle, but because of what God has done and 
will continue to do, we will not be disappointed in our hope (5:3-5). 

Now we are in position to pay attention to the active - the things we are 
to do now because of what God has done. In Romans 5 the predomi
nate active is rejoice. Rejoice· in God at what we have received (v. 1 J ), 
in our hope of sharing God's glory (v. 2), and in our suffering which is 
the pathway to that hope (v.3). There is also a future active - we will 
reign in life through Jesus Christ (5:17). That future begins when we re
ceive God's grace and, righteousness and grace will reign through righ
teousness unto eternal life (v.21 ). 

-Tom Yoakum 

·! 
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Se1·11i11g God 

BLUNDERS CAN HAVE GREAT VALUE 

The March 13 issue of. Coin World carries 
exciting news for coin collectors. The 
Philadelphia mint struck a number of 1995 
pennies with a faulty die. What's so exciting 
about a "boo-boo" at th~ mint? It makes those 
coins with the out-of-focus words "Liberty" and 
"In God" valuable items for collectors. 

Early estimates are· that the penny could be 
worth somewhere between $175 and $225. 
That amounts to quite a retum on a paltry one
cent investment! 

The story that has excited numismatists 
everywhere made me think of the way God 
views you arid me. Things as petty as a "bad
hair day" make some of us turn on ourselves in 
harsh judgment. Then there are the really 
serious problems that come as cancer, a child's 
death, or bankruptcy. For others, they come as a 
jail sentence, a divorce, or a homosexual 
lifestyle. 

The hard thing is getting anyone to see these 
flaws and failings as having positive value. How 
can pain bring a reward? How can 
embarrassment be good? How can doing 
som~thing outside the will of God have a 
positive outcome? 

One of the most spiritual and committed 
Christians I know will tell you in a heartbeat that 

1 he owes it all to alcoholisn;i! When he threw 
that account of things at me, I must ,have gone ' 
pale. So he explained how it was hitting 
bottom on account of the bottle that got his . 

2 

attention, broke through his barrier of lies, and 
forced him to seek God. Now that makes 
sense, doesn't it? 

If you have every had your heart broken, you 
can never laugh at another person's pain. 

If you have failed miserably at something that 
was incredibly important to you, you can never 
be happy over a disaster in someone else's life. 

If you have ever been wrong about anything, 
you realize you have no right to gloat about an 
error you see in someone else's theology. 

If you have ever taken your personal sin 
seriously, you will find it impossible to be 
arrogant and judgmental about another's 
transgression of God's will. 

And if you have received and been grateful of 
God's grace, you will learn to be gracious with 
~eople around you. 

There's a key ingredient in all this, of course. 
Since not every life crisis has a positive 
outcome, it must be that only those persons 
who react in faith witness a happy ending to 
what started as. a near-certain disaster. 
Otherwise there is only grief, bitterness and 
anger. Surrendering all to the Lord is the only 
way to transform lead into gold, pain into joy, 
and defeat into victory.· 

Your most glaring flaw is God's most likely 
opportunity for your redemption. 

-Rubel Shelly 

·- .:· ~ ..... " ...... 
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Growth In Jesus 

PUT YOUR HEART IN IT! 
LESSONS FROM MALACHI 

Part Seven: 
,Keep Faith With Each Otller - 2:10-16 

Next, Malachi emphasizes the connection be
tween being faithful to God and keeping faith 
with one another. He anticipates their (and our) 
claim, of belonging to the one true family of 
God, and turns it into a challenge to keep faith 
and to practice integrity in our relationships. 
John taught a similar lesson, when he said that 
anyone who does not love other believers, 
whom we can see, should not claim to love . 
God, whom we c_annot see. 

ty\alachi specifically cites divorce as· an example 
/of the way that humans break faith with one an
other. Such things might be e_xpected of pagans, 
who overtly enter into relationships strictly for 
selfish benefit. But Christians should leam to 
keep their- word, whether it is a vow of marital 
faithfulness, or a simpler commitment to a friend, 
family member or co-worker. Further, Christians 
must not stop at_fulfilling their spoken commit
ments, We have unspoken commitments to 
each other that w'e must also keep. We must 
protect, support, and encourage each other. Cer· 
tainly, in the church w~ must warn against such 
obvious ways of breaking faith as divorce. Bu.t 
there are subder, and thus more hazardous, ways 
in which believers often break faith with each 
other. 

Many Christians look at others i,n the churcli 
with the attitude of "what they are supposed to 
be doing". They look at others' responsibilities, 

but ignore their own. Some believers set perfor
mance standards for others in their fellowship, · 
and when such an officious person sees others 
not I iving up to these ,artificial standards, he or 
she feels justified in breaking faith, either by 
adopting an authoritarian or haughty attitude, or 
by withdrawing from the "weak". Such people 
think this demonstrates faith, but these attitudes 
actually bre9k faith. 

Other believers engage in a lifelong search to 
build ·relationships with people they hope will 
motivate them, do their thinking for them, and 
address all their spiritual needs. They sfart 
friendships which they discard as soon as they 

.discover that this other believer is only a human 

3 

like themselves. True-hearted, serving, sacrific
ing Christians may come into their lives, but they 
do not value or appreciate such people if they do 
not fulfill their bizarre expectations. Such people 
frequently break faith in relationships, as they 
forget or ignore the sacrifices others have made 
for them. Like unbelievers, they are more at
tracted to anything new than they are to anything 
they have had for a while, because no one or no 
thing can ever make the difference in their lives 
t~at they are seeking. · 

' \ 
Only God is able to (or is meant to) meet your 
deepest spiritual ne.eds. If we as believers accept 
this lesson, then we will keep faith with each 
other, because we will make allowances for our 
humanity while showing appreciation for the 
things we do for ·each other. But if instead we 
choose to make humans the center of the 
church, and put unreasonable expectations·on 
them, we will not only be breaking faith with 
each other, we will be breaking faith with God. 

- Mark Carner . 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following items: 
kleenex, paper towels, jello, pudding mix, hand 9 

soap, cake mix, macaroni and cheese, canned 15 

fruit. 15 

Cub Scouts 
Any boy in first to fifth grade interested in Cub 
Scouts, is invited to Scout School Night, Septem
ber 10th in the annex at 7:00 pm. Pack 815, 
which is affiliated with COCS, is the place for 
fun, excitement, and adventure! Come by and 
see what it is all about. Call Joel Moore for more 
information at 267-1599. 

Welcome 
Todd Troy placed membership last Sunday 
morning. Please welcome him. 

18 
25 
27-28 
27-28 
29 

2 

2 
6 
6 
11-13 

Promise Keepers 14 
There will be a breakfast for all the men who at- 16 
tended Promise Keepers on September 14th. See 20 
Don Gillespie or Lynn Champney for informa-
tion. 

September 

Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Elders/Deacons Meeting 8:00 am 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Last Summer Adult Wednesday Class 
Marriage Retreat @ Atwood Lake Resort 
Fall Men's Retreat 
Last Summer Adult Sunday Class 

October 

Devotional And Sign-Up For Autumn 
Adult Classes 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Autumn Adult Classes Begin 
Deacons Meeting 8:00 am 
Family Enrichment Weekend 
Anderson Indiana. 
Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 

Contributions Attendance 

With God, All Things Are Possible ! I Last Week $4530 Weds 164 
It was the bigness of the task and its difficulty that. 
thrilled the early church. Its apparent impossibil- I Avg YTD $5287 Sun Class 118 

ity was its glory, its worldwide character its I Russia $85 Sun AM 188 
grandeur. 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

I 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Samuel Zwemer 1 Avg YTD $243 Sun PM 80 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
Qavid McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH' 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Pay Attention To The Passive 
Part Four: 

Crucify Yourself Or Be Crucified? 

Paul's question to .the Romans is to us, also. "Do you not know that all 
of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death?" (6:3) The apostle's affirmation is for us, also, "We know that 
oµr old self was crucified with him ... " (6:6). Do we indeed know 
that this crucifixion was done to us when we were baptized or are we 
still trying to do it ourselves.? 

The grammar is clear - we have been crucified. It was done to us, not 
by us. Four other passive sfatements are closely tied to it: 1) we have 
been baptized into Christ Jesus. 2) we were baptized into his death, 3) 
we were buried with him by baptism into death, and 4) the sinful body 
has been rendered powerless. In all these God is the acting agent 
(6:23b) and we are the ones acted upon. 

True, we "got ourselves baptized" (see Acts 22: 16) and some person 
immersed us but, in terms of the spiritual dynamic, God put us into 
union with Christ, included us in his death, crucified with Christ our 
old person, and rendered powerless our body of sin. True, our hearing, 
repenting, believing, and confessil\lg were closely intertwined with our 
baptism but in faith/baptism we were (or shoul1d have been) trusting in 
God's power (COL 2: 12) through the death and resurrection of Jesus . 
True, we are to put our sinful deeds to death (ROM 8: 12-13; COL 3:5ff) 
but never are we told to crucify ourselves, either before or after bap
tism. 

The other references to our crucifixion are all in Galatians. Paul claims 
for himself, !'I have been crucified with Christ ... " (2:20). He glories in 
the cross of Jesus "by which the world has been crucified to me and I 
to the world" (6:14). The final use, "those who belong to Christ have 
crucified the flesh" (5:24) refers to a specific actio~ in the past which is 
true of those who belong to Christ. Clearly, Paul is affirming for the 
Galatians .the same _thing he claims for himself (2:20; 6: 14); they cruci
fied the flesh when they were crucified with Christ. The picture 
changes from crucifixion to circumcision in Colossians. Divine agency 
is emphasized (2:12, 20; 3:3) as Paul counters a "self-crucifixion" pro
gram being introduced by false teachers (2:2:20-23). 

-Tom Yoakum 
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Family Time 

,/)~ 
"NOT CANTALOUPE/ l 5AJD TO BRING ME 
A PAIR OF ANIELOPEr SEE GENE51S 7:9. 

2 

6rowth In Jesus 

PUT YOUR HEART IN IT! 
'LESSONS FROM MALACH I 

I 

· Pa'rt Eight: Wearying God - 2:17 

Malachi now brings another unexpected charge. 
He tells the people they have wearied God. 
When they argue, he reveals th'at they accuse 
God of not caring about them, and question 
whether God is present. Not that they openly 
express these attitudes, or even consciously think 
them, but many of their thoughts and feelings are 
indicative of these beliefs. So too, many Chris
tians, who would never openly question God's 
concern or presence, betray by other statements 
and actions that they doubt these very things. 

There are many people who call themselves 
Christians, yet who weary God by putting their 
best time and effort into acquiring things that will 
be valuable only in this world. They show that 
in their hearts they believe God to be absent. 
When we think that it is vital to build a success
ful career, or to have material things that the 
world will admire and envy, we might as well 
believe that God is dead. Anyone finds it less 
exciting to sit down and pray or study God's 
Word, than to receive the praise and respect of 
hell-bound pagans, should not lie by claiming to 
follow Christ. Anyone who will.not exert time & 
energy to understand God, who lives forever, 
but who will work hard to acquire useless or 
flash'y material objects, that will be burnt to 
ashes on JL!dgment Day, is a fool who deserves 
the pain and frustration of living for worldly gain. 

On the other hand, there are many who avoid 
the trap of materialism, who confidently recite 

the slogans about God leading us and .meeting 
our needs, and yet whose behavior shows they 
too really believe otherwise. If we genuinely 
believe these things, we will make God the cen
ter of our.worship, not ourselv~s. We will 
spend our time talking about God, I.earning his 
nature and character, and studying his Word 
with an operi mind, in order better to under
stand him, ourselves, and o·ur relationship with 
him. When our primary concern is, instead, 
how to improve ourselves, or how to make the 
church better and more exciting, and when we 
deliberately try to focus more intently on our 
own lives, this shows we really believe more in 
our own effort and good intentions than we do 
in God's grace or power. We can either trust . 
and worship God, or we can focus lavish atten
tion on our own lives, but not both. Believers 
who think that constant emphasis. on self
evaluation and self-improvement is genuine 
Christianity are deceiving themselves. This pre
occupation .with changing ourselves shows a 
lack of confidence in God's grace, and a misun
derstanding of God's purpose for our lives. Like 
materialism, it wearies God. 

Much of what we think ·is constructive is pro
foundly wearying to God, yet he ke'eps faith 
with us although we break faith with him. 
Christ came because God understands our utter 
inability to direct our owri lives in a godly way 
for even a short time. Our sin and false religion 
weary God, but when we show, by our accep-

. tance of his grace, that we acknowledge him as 
. the center of our lives, he is then deeply pleased 
by his relationship with us. 

-Mark Garner 
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Family Information 

Loss, Grief, and Recovery Seminar 
On October 25-27, there will be a Loss, grief, 
and recovery seminar sponsored by Indian 
Springs Church of Christ in cooperation with 
Willow Brook Christian Communities. If you 
would like more information, there is a brochure 
on the bulletin board. 

Sympathy 
We want to·:express our sympathy to Beth Tignor 
and her family at the death of her grandmother. 
If you would like to send a card, their address is 
Jim & Barb Tignor, 3865 Piper Rd., Zanesville, 
OH 43701. 

Old Fashioned Country Bazaar 
Willow Brook Christian Home will be having 
their annual Old Fashioned Country Bazaar Nov. 
1st and 2nd. Please help oy using your talents to 
bake goods or make homemade items. For more 
information contact Robbie McVicker at 
899-0944. 

Think About It ! 
"Christianity is strange; it bids man to recogniz~ 
that he is vile, and even abominable, and bids 
him want to be like God. Without such a coun
terweight; his exaftation Would make him horri
bly vain or his abasement horribly abject" 

-Blaise Pascal 

September 
15 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
18 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
20 S.ingles Get-Together At The Hipes' 7:30 
25 Last Summer Adult Wednesday Class 
27-28 Marriage Retreat@ Atwood Lake Resort 
27-28 Fall Men's Retreat 
29 Last Summer Adult Sunday Class 
29 Singles "Eat Out" 

October 
2 Devotiona·I And Sign-Up For Autumn 

Adult Classes 
2 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
4-6 Marysville Singles Retreat 
6 Autumn Adult Classes Begin 
6 Deacons Meeting 8:00 am 
11 -13 Family Enrichment Weekend 

Anderson Indiana 
14 Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
16 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
20 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
27 Singles "Eat Out" 

Contributions· 

Last Week 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

Avg YTD 

$5579 

$5295 

$374 

$247 

Attendance 

Weds 120 

Sun Class 153 

Sun AM 229 

Sun PM 95 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study · 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence. Sain Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 

c 
z 
<C 
...J 

:c 
I-

o:= 

0 

It) 
Cb e .s 
~ 

It)" ..... 
~ 

.Q 

~ 
2-

CI) 

Pay Attention To The Passive 
Part Five: 

Crucify Yourself Or Be Crucified?, continued . 

In our tendency to change things done to us into things done by us we 
come uncomfortably elose to the false teachers at Colossae when we 
exhort potential converts, "You must believe in Christ, confess him, put 
to death all your sinful desires and deeds in repentance and then be 
buried in baptism." The exhortation continues, "After all, you cannot 
bury a live sinner. You must die first." .Exhortations on Christian living 
come even closer, "You must crucify yourself everyday by daily repen
tance. Put yourself on the cross!" Some raise the ante, "Confess and 
turn away from every known sin and walk as a disciple, else your bap
tism is not valid." "Practice hard-line discipleship." The verdict on all 
this is that it doesn't work and it isn't gospel. 

How, then,. are we to deal with sin and self? The key is to pay attention 
to the passive (things done to us)and then to the active (things we are to 
do). After affirming five passive statements to the Romans, Paul gives 
these active imperatives, consider and yield. "Consider/count your
selves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus" (6:11). Earlier, Paul 
had said that the Lord will not (ac)count sin (4:8) but will (ac)count righ
teousness to those who are believing in Him (4:22-25). Shouldn't we 
do the same? Imitate Paul in the way he did it (GAL 2:20; 6:14). Then, 
yield yourself to God (6:13). Follow Paul's program which he outlined 
to the Colossians (2:20-3:17) as you accept and live out what God has 
done to you. That's the gospel of grace and it works! 

-:-Tom Yoakum 

'This is why "it was credited to him as. righteousness. "The 
words ''it was credited to him" were wri.iten not for him 

alone, but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness 
-- for tls who believe in him whQ raised Jesus our Lord from 
the dead. He was delivered over to deatbfor our sins .and 

wets raised to life far our justification." 
Romans 4:22-25 
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'TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE SCHOOL STARTS 

'Twas the night before school starts and everywhere, 

Anxious students were choosing which outfits to wear 

The notebooks were laid with care in the den, 

Among brand new folders, pencils and pens. 

Gone swimming, gone fishing, gone playing all day, 

Gone vacations and sunburns, at least until May. 

Gone church camp, gone late nights, gone sleeping in, too. 

At the thought of it al I, I began to feel blue. 

So I dropped to my knees beside my bed, 

And prayed, "Can't I just join the circus instead? 

The kids at my school are cruel and unfair, 

Some don't know you, Father, and what's more, some don't care. 

They know I'm a Christian, so they watch every move, 

To see if I'll mess up, and sometimes I do." 

Then out of the silence, I heard him say: 

"I'll be with you always, just poi'nt them my way." 

2 
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PUT YOUR HEART IN IT! 
LESSONS FROM MALACHI I 

Part Nine: 
The Messenger & The Lord - 3:1 

Malachi has repeatedly challenged his hearers to 
examine the ways they worship God, and to im
prove their understanding of what their worship 
was really about. Now, he brings it to a head by 
driving home the point of all their worship and 
service - the coming of Jesus Christ, bringing sal
vation to all who respond to his grace. Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke all quote this verse, and confirm 
that it refers to the comin·g first of the messenger 
(John the Baptizer), then of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is ironic that so many of God's people were so 
involved in the mechanics and activities of fol
lowing God that they missed the point of it all. 
When Jesus Christ came, most of God's people 
did not recognize who he was - and mariy of 
God's people even opposed him! Thus Malachi 
says that after the messenger arrives first, that the 
Lord will "suddenly" come to his temple. Even 
to those who were seeking the Lord, his actual 
appearance would come as quite a surprise! Be
cause of their distractions, they were not really 
expecting him at all, even though most of them 
could have quoted to you the numerous teach
ings and prophecies concerning Jesus in their 
Scriptures (our Old Testament). 

It is ironic as wellthat many people today are so 
determined not to "miss out" on anything the 
world has ,to offer, yet they miss out on the salva
tion that comes through Jesus Christ, the most 
priceless thing a human can have. Even many in 

3 

the church of Christ are active in avidly seeking 
the secondary benefits of being a Christian, but 
fail ever to appreciate or rej9ice in the true bless
ings_of Christ - grace, salvation and eternal secu
rity. The pagans can waste years of their lives 
striving for glitzy trinkets destined to be de
stroyed on Judgment Day, while brushing off any 
suggestion of considering the needs of their 
souls. Similarly, Christians can eagerly desire for 
God to grant them relationships, material goods, 
entertaining worship, or popularity, and yet find 
little satisfaction in thinking or talking about 
grace, heaven, or forgiveness of sins. 

For each human, there will come a day (and it 
will come suddenly) when it will be revealed 
whether the things each of us has sought after 
have been of any real value. And each of us has 
control only over our own decisions and mo
tives. What others find important should not in
fluence our own understanding. There will be a 
time for the others, when they will be confronted 
with whether they have sought the things that are 
best -your responsibility is you. Will it be now, 
that you openly acknowledge to God if you have 
valued the side-benefits of Christ more than the 
Savior himself? Will it be now that you give up, 
if you have indulged it, the craving to be teased · 
and tickled by Christianity, and resolve instead to 
seek the essence of it? Or will it be much later? 

' - Mark Carner 

"See, I will send my messenger, who will 
prepare the way before me. Then 

suddenly the Lord you are seeking will 
come to his temple; the messenger of the 
covenant, whom you desire, will come," 

says the LORD Almighty. 
Malachi 3:1 



Family Information Calendar 

Food Pantry September 
The food pantry is in need of the following items: 
peanut butter, hand soap, kool-aid, spaghetti-o's. I 25 

27-28 
Last Summer Adult Wednesday Class 
Marriage Retreat@ Atwood Lake Resort 
Fall Men's Retreat At Round Lake 
Perrysburg Senior Citizens Rally 

Congratulations 
Tonda Nichols was baptized Sunday morning. 

Directory Update 
We are in the process of updating the directory. 
A list has been posted on the bulletin board. 
Please check the list and make sure that all of 
your information is correct and make any correc
tions that are needed. 

Teachers Needed 
Teachers and assistants are needed for Fall Quar
ter (Oct. - Dec.) for the following classes in the 
pre-school department: 

Cradle Roll: Sun. a.m. 10:30-11: 15 and 
Sun. a.m. 11: 15-12:00 

4 year olds-Kindergarten: Sun. a.m. 11 :15-12 
If you think you might like to help or would like 
more information, please contact Jenny Coate 
(885-1988). 

Help !! 
Some of the letters from the sign in front of the 
church have come up missing. If you know 

27-28 
28 

Last Summer Adult Sunday Class 
Singles "Eat Out" 

29 
29 
29-4 Gospel Meeting At Watkins Road 

October 

2 Devotional And Sign-Up For Autumn 
Adult Classes 

2 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
4-6 Marysville Singles Retreat 
6 Autumn Adult Classes Begin 
6 Deacons Meeting 8:00 am 
11-13 Family Enrichment Weekend 

Anderson Indiana 
14 Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
16 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
20 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
27 Singles "Eat Out" 

Contributions Attendance 

I Last Week $4318 Weds 143 

I Avg YTD $5270 Sun Class 149 

where they may have gone, or seen anyone tak-

1 

R . 
ing them, please let us know. ussia $187 Sun AM 239 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Avg YTD $245 Sun PM 125 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence,.Sam Leslie, Ja~k Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Preacher And The Skunk 
Upon the side of a mountain, in a heavily wooded area, a young preacher 
pitched his tent and prepared for a few days of solitude - a time of spiritual re
newal in which he would be alone with his God, his Bible, and his thoughts. 
It was to be a time of prayer, study and reflection. 

In the early morning hours of the second night he was suddenly awak~ned by 
the sound of scratching on the floor .of the tent. By the I ight of the moon he 
was able to distinguish the cause: a skunk had entered the tent and was rum
maging through his belongings. 

Within arm's reach was a sturdy club he had used the previous day for hiking. 
The skunk was distracted, so he at least had a chance at clubbing it in the head 
before it saw the blow coming. However, on further reflection, he chose to do 
nothing. He lay there very quietly, not moving or making a sound. Suppose I 
do strike it on the head, killing it instantly, he speculated. It could still, in its 
dying act, ruin my tent and everything in it - not to mention making me feel 
bad and smell bad for days! 

So the preacher determined he had nothing to lose, and perhaps everything to 
gain, by just remaining still. After a few minutes the skunk realized there was 
nothing for him in this strange location, and he walked away- having done 
absolutely no harm at all. The preacher, breathing a sign of relief that he had 
b~en spared a most unpleasant incident, returned to his peaceful slumber -
happy he had not "created a stink" by foolishly defending himself, or initiating 
an attack, against this foul critter who had invaded his space. 

There is a tremendous lesson to be learned from this parable of the preacher · 
and the skunk. Oftentimes our "space" is invaded by some foul creature of the 
night intent upon rummaging through our lives, actions and motives. Human 
nature says, "Clobber them!" The wiser course, however, may often be to re
main silent. Clobbering a skunk may only leave you smelling bad! 

When the critters of the night came rummaging through His space, Jesus often 
remained calm and quiet before them. When brought before the chief priest 
after His arrest, "Jesus kept silent" (Matt. 26:63 NKJV). Before Pilate, "while 
He was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He made no answer. 
Then Pilate said to Him, 'Do you not hear how many things they testify 
against You?' But He did not answer him with regard to even a single charge!" 
(Matt. 27:12-14 NKJV). 

You and I will have to face many "skunks" in life. Wisdom lies not in strug
gling with them, but in allowing them simply to retreat into the darkness from 
which they came! 

Al Maxey 



Family Time 
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"THEYRE STILL COMING, KiNG SOLOMON. TODAY IT 
LOOKS LIKE A DOG. A JUMP ROPE. A CAT, AND A 

BALL." SEE 1KJNG53:16-28. 
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61·owth In Jesus 

PUT YOUR HEART IN IT! 
LESSONS FROM MALACHI 

Part Ten: 
The Lord Refines & Purifies - 3:2--S 

Malachi has warned that the Lord will come sud
denly, and now warns of the completeness and 
severity of his coming. "Who can stand when he 
appears?" That is, when we truly come face-to
face with Jesus, we have no way of stahding on 
our own, of defending ourselves, or of excusing 
our shortcomings. We naturally look forward 
with joy to Jesus' coming, but we must also look 
to it with a genuine sense of awe and respect. 
For he aims to refine and purify us, in outward 
behavior certainly, but even more in our think
ing and feelings. 

It is difficult for us to achieve this balance, which 
God wants in the way we look at him. A Chris
tian who has developed a full and mature rela
tionship with God will both fear and love God. 
The mature believer has a deep sense of God's 
absolute power, and thus of humans' complete 
dependence upon God's mercy for even the 
smallest things. At the same time, the believer 
who is close to God has complete confidence in 
God's, love and concern for his people, and 
knows that only those who oppose or disown 
God will ever feel his wrath.· This produces a 
mind-set that is fully appreciative of God's love, 
fearing nothing this world can bring, while at the 
same time knowing that life holds no real or 
meaningful options other than complete depen
dence on God. 

Most believers have great difficulty achieving 
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this balance. Some belong to the "God wants us 
to have fun" gang, that . is always fervently inter
ested in finding out just how much God will 
permit us to do and acquire in this world, be
lieving in a God who is full of cheap grace and 
meaningless platitudes. Others belong to the 
"all we need to do is obey" crew, the storm
troopers who are always impatient with discus
sions of God's grace and compassion, and who 
paint for us a stark picture of a taskmaster God. 
Both have plenty of slogans and misinterpreted 
Scriptures to defend their positions, and both are 
too lazy to sit down and make a sincere attempt 
to understand God, his nature & character, and 
his plans and priorities. 

God is not as simple as most humans are - there 
are many sides to him, and we must not give in 
to our laziness, which makes us want to adopt a 
caricature .of God, a simple-minded and superfi
·cial view of him that will relieve us from making 
the necessary efforts to understand him in all his 
glory, compassion, and complexity. But making 
these efforts will be richly rewarded. Stop look
ing for a simplistic description of God that will . 
let you put your mind in neutral gear. Instead, 
let him know you want to know all about him, 
you want to understand his plans, you want to 
give him both the_respect and the love he de
serves. He'll hear and honor your plea. 

- Mark Garner 
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Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following items: 
peanut butter, toothpaste, hot cereal, can fruit. 

Directory Update 
We are in the process of updating the directory. 
A list has been posted on the bulletin board. 
Please check the list and make sure that all of 
your information is correct and make any ·correc
tions that are needed. 

Teachers Needed 
Teachers and assistants are needed for Fall Quar
ter (Oct. - Dec.) for the following classes in the 

. pre-school department: 
Cradle Roll: Sun. a.m. 10:.30-11:15 and 

Sun. a.m. 11: 15-12:00 
4 year olds-Kindergarten: Sun. a.m. 11: 15-12 

If you think you might like to help or would like 
more information, please contact Jenny Coate 
(885-1988). 

50th Anniversary 
The children of George and Marie Pi-ice invite 

29 
29 
29-4 

2 

· 2 
4-6 
6 
6 
11 -13 

14 
16 
20 
20 

27 

~eptember I 

Last Summer Adult Sunday Class 
Singles "Eat Out" I Gospel Meeting At Watkins Road 

October 

Devotional And Sign-Up For Autumn 
Adult Classes 
50's Plus Meeting .In The Annex 
Marysville Singles Retreat I 
Aut~mn Adult Classes Begin 
Deacons Meetiqg 8:00 am 

I -Family Enrichment Weekend 
Anderson Indiana 
Parent And Youth Worl<ers Meeting 

, 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
,SO's Plus Potluck In The Annex 
Area Wide Wor~hip, 7:00 pm At Upper 
Arlington High School Auditorium 
Singles "Eat Out" 

you to join them in celebrating their parents 50th t--------- -----------t 
Wedding Anniversary on Sunday, September 29 
from 3-5:30 p.m. in the fellowship rooms at the , 
Fishinger-Kenny Roads Church of Christ. No 

· gifts please. If you are unable to attend but wish 
to send a card, their address is 2466 Edgevale 
Rd., Columbus, OH 43221. If you have any 

' questions, call Judy Price Bunting at 847-1232. 

Contributions 

Last Week 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

AvgYTD 

$4943 

$5261 

$262 

$246 

Attendance 

Weds ' 112 

Sun Class 152 

Sun AM 241 

S1,1n PM 

Services 
' 

Sunday Bible Study 9:~0 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pni 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, B'rian Arnold, TOm Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 

Sunday Wors~ip Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evenlng . 

John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
:boo Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Pay Attention To The Passive 

Part Six: Who Died - You Or the Law? 

We we~e bound ,to the law "until death do us part," says Paul (ROM 7:1 -3). 
Based on earlier declarations that we have been baptized into Christ's death, 
have been ~nited with him in his death, and our old seif was crucified with 'him 
(6:4-6), Paul now makes the unexpected announcement that we have died to the 
law through the body of Christ (7:4). We who w~re held in its grasp are now 
released (lit. "rendered inoperative") from it (7:6). ,God acte,d to render 'us dead 
to the law so that we c.an serve in the new life of the Spirit and be fruitful for him. 
We must pay attention to these passives - to what God has done. 

A major concern of Paul in these chapters is to show that transfer from life 
"under law" to life "under grace" does not, indeed, cannot mean a life that con
tinues in sin (6:1-2). Now that we have heard his clear affirmations that we have 
died to sin and to the law, we- may be expecting to hear testimony from the 
apostle condemning the law and extolling his new life. Testimony like, "I used 
to be a terrible sinner under the cruel rule of the law. Then, I accepted Christ 
who liberated me from all those rules, praise God. Now, I am joyful, confident, 
and victorious. That which used to be so hard is so natural, now that I am under 
grace. And my ministry has been blessed a hundred-fold." What a ·hit ' Paul 
would have been at the PTL club. -

Even if we could manage to read such a testimony info ·Paul's description of his 
past life under the law (7:7-13; but ~ee PHIL 3:4-6) we are in for a shock when 
he twns to' the present (7:14-25). Upon reading this we ask, "How could a man, 
especially the apostle Paul, who had expe'rienced ROM 5&6 feel this way?". 
What he says now makes us ask, "Has he has really left his past?". The answer 
is both "Yes" and "No". Yes, he had died to the law but the attraction of- law
keeping as a way to be righteous was very much alive due to his flesh. Yes, his 
old self had been crucified, but he was still drawn by his flesh to self-reliance 
and rebellion. Paul's reference points - "me, that is, my flesh" and "I, of myself" 
(7:18, 25) - r:nake this. clear. What God has done is often very difficult to actual
ize. 

The same, is true for us (see ROM 8:5•8; GAL 5:16-18). In Christ, but still in this 
body of flesh, we are tempted to turn to an "I, of myself" Christianity. Counting 
ourselves dead to sin and to a law-keeping method of salvation is not an easy 
path. Nor is it a simple step to c~unt ourselves alive to God and to new life in 
the Spirit. Details of our journey may differ from Paul's but the path must lead 
to the same question; "Who will deliver me from this body of death?" and to the 
same answer, "Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lordi" 

-Tom Yoakum 



SerJting 6od 

OVER 30 LANGUAGES 
RECEIVE NEW SCRIPTURES 

When a language receives Scriptures for the 
very first time, the children, adults, and 
grandparents who speak the language 
cannot contain their joy and their 
thankfulness to God for the Holy Word in 
their tongue. 

People groups representing 33 different 
languages are now experiencing this same 
joy, according to the 1995 Scripture 
Language Report of the United BibJe 
Societies (UBS). These 33 languages, which 
previously had r;io Scriptures, received 
portions of the Bible in 1995. this brings the 
total number of languages worldwide that 
have a part or all of the Bible to 2, 123! 

In 1995, seven languages received the 
complete Bible for the first time, and 28 
received the New Testament. The UBS 
report also indicates some major new 
translations and revisions, all of which are 
expected to greatly impact the church in the 
targeted language communities. 

"When the Bible is translated into a 
language, the most important impact is felt 
by the church," shares Dr. Philip Stine, UBS 
director for translation, production, and 
distribution services. 

"Time and again we see how much more 
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effective the church can be when using its 
own language for worship. When 
Christians have the whole Bible available in 
their mother tongue, there is a noticeable 
deepening of faith." 

Languages receiving new Bibles for the first 
ti me are: Boran a for northern Kenya; 
Chin:Falam in Myanmar; Mao Naga and 
Sangtam Naga in India; Ngbaka in Zaire; 
Nivacle (Chulupi) in Paraguay; and Gbaya 
in northern Cameroon and Central African 
Republic. 

First-time New Testaments include: Yami in 
Taiwan; Bilua in the Solomon Islands; 
Murut:Tagal in Malaysia; Khaling in Nepal; 
and Nasioi in Papua New Guinea. The 
Book of Genesis in the lraqw language of 
northern Tanzania and the Book of 
Ecclesiastes in the Kpelee language of the 
Republic of Guinea were reported as 
completed first-time portions of Scripture. 

-American Bible Society News 

"But I ask: Did they not hear? Of 
course they did: Their voice has 
gone out into all the earth, their 
WQrds to the ends of the world. " 

Romans 10:18 

6rowth In Jesus 

PUT YOUR HEART IN IT! 
LESSONS FROM MALACHI 

Part Eleven: 
The Unchangeable God - 3:6-7 

God now reminds his people that he has not 
changed. If their relationship with him has deteri
orated, it is because they have changed, not him. 
He reminds them of the ways the past shows 
them his unchanging character. He calls them to 
return, but they can only respond "How are we to 
return?" Their confusion is not unlike many be
lievers, who feel that 'they are no longer as close 
to God as they used to be, and wonder how they 
can regairi their former zeal and excitement. 
Failed attempts to do this can result in frustration 
and in the sense of helplessness that Malachi's 
listeners display. 

Most ChriiStians who attempt to regain a feeling of 
enthusiasm for their relationship wi th God do so 
in misguided ways. They think that it is either a 
ma,tter of making redoubled efforts to, serve God, 
or of seeking out a powerful new source of emo
tional charge. They may push themselves to in
crease their "commitment level", by industrious 
activity or by lavish confession of their sins and 
weaknesses. Or they may anxiously attend re
treats, seminars, or workshops that they hope will 
boost their waning enthusiasm. These attempts 
to return to God are misguided and unspiritual. 
While they may well succeed in producing a tem
porary sense of enthusiasm, or at least relief, they 
fail to deal with the real problems, and are not 
genuinely dealing with the believer's actual rela
tionship with God. 

3 

God never intended for Christians to need con
stant recharging. Since he knows that our lives 
will be full of positives and negatives, he wants us 
to devel()p roots that will hold us secure and joy
ful regardless of what happens, and even regard
less of whether we are able always to carry out 
successfully his ministries. Roots that last cannot 
be based on anything that depends on us - our 
activity level, our circumstances, or our human 
relationships. Lasting, nourishing roots must be 
based on God himself - on a complete accep
tance and dependence on his grace, his power 
and his Word . 

You may well be one of those who worry about 
having lost your former enthusiasm for God. If 
not now, one day you may feel this way. When 
you do, don't make the mistake of thinking that 
activity or emotion alone is the real answer. 
Learn from the past and build permanent roots, 
through prayer, study, and meditation, rather than 
trying to find some outward acts that will merely 
be a temporary relief from your feelings of spiri
tual lethargy. Choosing the right direction is 
harder, is uncommon, and is more uncomfort
able. It is also infinitely more rewarding. 

- Mark Carner 

"I the LORD do not change. So 
; you, 0 descendants of Jacob, are not 

destroyed. Ever since the time of 
your forefathers you have turned 

away from my decrees and have not 
· kept them. Return to me, and i will · 

return to you," says the LORD 
Almighty. "But you ask, 'How are 

we to return?" 
Malachi 3:6-7 



Family Information 

Food Pantry October 
The food pantry is in need of the following items: 
peanut butter, spaghetti (not sauce), hot cereal, 6 

noodles, paper towels, kleenex, soup. 6 
Autumn Adult Classes Begin 
Deacons Meeting 8:00 am 
Family Enrichment Weekend 
Anderson Indiana New Classes 

. 11-13 

New Adult B-ible Classes start today! Information 
on the new classes is posted in the usual place in 
the foyer. Please sign up and begin attending 
your new class today. 

Willow Brook Annual Bazaar 
Willow Brook Christian Home will be having 
their annual old fashioned Country bazaar, 
November 1st and 2nd. Please help by using 
your talents to bake goods or make homemade 
items. For more information contact Robbie 
McVicker 899-0944. 

Baby Shower 
There will be a baby shower for Susan O'Rourke 
on October 20th from 2-5 p.m. at the home of 
Belinda Dunn. There is a map on the bulletin 
board. See Rhonda Clark for more information. , 

Priscilla Class 
Priscilla Classes start Sunday, October 6th for 
4th and 5th grade girls. See Kathy Hunt for more 
information. 

14 
16 
20 
20 

20 

27 

Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
SO's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
50's Plus Potluck In The Annex 
Area Wide Worship, 7:00 pm At Upper 
Arlington High School Auditorium 
Baby shower For Susan O'Rourke 
See Rhonda Clark For More Information 
Singles "Eat Out" 

Great Ideas 

If you have a suggestion or ideas for the bulletin 
material, please present them to Mark Garner or 
leave a note in his mailbox. We would 
especially like more articles from the Northland 
members. , 

Contributions Attendance 

Thank You I last Week $4305 Weds 146 

101 
Thank you for visiting us Sunday evening, Sept. I A YTD 
22nd. Your attendan'ce was so up-lifting to ev- vg $5237 Sun Class 

eryone! We love you for it. Reynoldsburg I Russia $257 Sun AM 179 
Church of Christ. 
(The card is posted on the bulletin board) I Avg YTD $246 Sun PM 100 ' 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sµnday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, O.H 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Pay Attentiorz To The Passive 
Part Seven: 

Did the law (0.T.) Die On the Cross? 

How did we get from Paul's affirmation that we "have· died to the law" to our 
frequent affirmations that the law died? A niajor culprit in this flip-flop is our 
tendency to ignore or change the passive (what God does t9/for us) into an 
active (what we do). If you are not convinced of this tendency, read OU! litera
ture, listen to our lessons. We say, "The law was a carnal and earthly system 
which God saw as inadequate and weak. Consequently, He put it to death by 
nailing it to the cross. In its stead, He has given us a new moral law - the gospel. 
If we believe its facts and obey its commands we will receive its promises." 

Think of the implications of such teachings? We almost say, "Admit it God, you 
.oofed. If you'll just give us a better, more spiritual law, then everything will be 

cool." We seel)l to think that with this new law we can know perfectly what to 
do, decide to do it, and just do it. Does this "Nike Christianity" make us stronger 
than Paul (See 7:15-23)? We kill the law and keep alive that fleshly urge to save 
ourselves by law-keeping - al'I in the name of gospel. 

We do terrible things with Scripture in the process. Our "reading" of this text 
(ROM 7:4-6) is that the (old) law died and was thereby rendered inoperative, 
while Paul says that it is we who have died to the law. Earlier, he said that 
justification by faith "apart from the law" (3:21 m did n.Qt "render the law inoper
ative" (3:31 ). It is not the law that is weak and carnal. We (in our flesh) are. The 
law did not kill us. Sin, making use of the law, killed us (7:11, 13). Contrary to 
our denigration of the law, Paul' says that it is holy, just, good, and spiritual 
(7:12, 14). As God's law, how could it be otherwise? From all this it is obvious 
who must die. We, that is, our flesh, must be put out of operation so that sin will 
not have a base to use the law to kill us. 

In the name of harmonization, we oppose scripture (ROM 7:4-6) with scripture 
(Hebrews 7:18-19: 9:9-10; 12:18-21 and Colossians 2:14) to prove the law's 
carnality and the Old Testament's demise on the cross. Neither idea is true. The 
canceled "bond" of Colossians is our debt of sins (IOU) based on the law. The 
contrast in Hebrews is between God's dwelling place on earth with its regula
tions and his dwelling-place in heaven where Christ ministers. In the former, 
human priests had to deal repeatedly with their own and the people's sins, 
while in the latter Jesus deals with our sin once for all. Covenants have changed 
as we are brought from that whi_ch God gave as a shadow into the reality to 
which it pointed. The latter is better, but there is no contrast here between car
nal and spiritual! Instead of such specious arguments, let us learn from Paul to 
uphold the law by faith (ROM 3:31; cf. MA TT 5:17-18). 

-Tom Yoakum 



Family Time 

~.aJIM 
"HOW DO WE GET BACK? THE WHOLE WAY HERE, WE 

JUST FOLLOWED THAT STAR." Sn: MATTHEW 2:1-12 .. 

2 

Growth In Jesus 

PUT YOUR HEART IN IT! 
LESSONS FROM MALACHI 

Part Twelve: 
Will A Person ~ob God? - 3:8-9 

God now brings the new accusation that his peo
ple have robbed him. They again ask him what 
he means in accusing them of this. Even after · 
they have had numerous sins in their thinking 
revealed, they obstinately cling to their view of 
themselves as spiritually complete. So God goes 
on to detail the ways they have robbed him 
through their half-hearted giving of tithes and of
ferings. They were, for the most part, following 
the letter of the law, but without enthusiasm or 
appreciation. Thus they were robbing God of 
what he really wanted. 

I 

When God calls on us t~ sacrifice, to serve, or to 
give, the main benefit he himself derives is never 
the sacrifice or gift itself. It is the knowledge that 
we consider him important enough, and special 
enough, to make the sacrifice. He does not need 
to let us do his work, because he could perform 

· any task better than any human. He has no need 
of our sacrifices themselves, because the things 
we sacrifice always belonged to him. What he 
wants is for us truly, deeply to acknowledge, to 
admit, and to understand our dependence on 
him and our relationship with him. That is why 
the smallest sacrifices that come from the heart 
are more pleasing to God than the largest sacri
fices that are done without thought. 

Similarly, when we do things solely to avoid 
guilt (rather than enjoying the opportunity to 
serve God), or to attain some advantage for our
selves, we deny God the satisfaction of having us 

3 

truly know him. In fact, we are then fighting 
against the very purpose for which we were cre
ated. And not only do we rob God, we rob our
selves - because God permits us to share in his 
ministry out of love, that we might some closer 
to him through understanding his purposes here 
on earth. 

It is disturbing when Christians seek to find ways 
to serve God in order to feel better about them
selves. It is disappointing when believers find it 
more exciting to discuss "what God has done 
through me" than to discuss God himself. Many 
believers today have become so caught up in 
the self-centeredness that is glorified amongst 
the pagans-that they no longer even question 
the erroneous assumptions they have about serv
ing God - they take it as a given that the main 
point of Christianity is to do good works and re-
ce'ive blessings for them. ' 

But, if you can steel your heart and mind to re
ject the false teachings of a depraved generation 
that views everything' in the universe as revolv
ing around self, a new world will open up to 
you. When you throw off the expectations 'that 
good works will make you feel better about 
yourself, or will require God to .bless you in re
turn, you will reap the vast benefits of giving 
God what he ·wants. Putting God, instead of 
self, at the center of our lives and thoughts is its 
own reward, because we are then freed from the 

I 

chains that bind the self-centered. · Those whose 
hearts long only for God himself already live in 
heaven, not on earth. 

I 

-.Mark Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following items: 
jello, paper towels, kleenex, soup, crackers, pan- 14 

- -

Calendar 
October 

Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex cake mix, pancake syrup, spaghetti (not sauce), 16 

' noodles. - ' 20 

Forgiveness Field 
We will be out working on the field behind the 

annex every Saturday until November. We will 
need at least 3 people at all times fro .. m 9 a,.m. - 7 
p.m. You will be valuable even if you can only 
spare a couple hours. Call Bo Weaver at 431-
1368 and tell him when you can make yourself 
available. 

20 

20 

50's Plus Potluck In The Annex 
Area'Wide Worship, 7:00 pm At Upper 
Arlington High School Auditorium 
Baby shower For Susan O'Rourke 

27 
See Rhonda Clark For More Information 
Singles "Eat Out" 

November 

1-2 

Welcome 3 
6 

Doug Short placed membership Sunday morning I 10 

Willow Brook Christian Home"s Annual 
Old Fashioned Country Bazaar 
Deacons Meeting 8:00 am 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Orient Correctional Institute 

11 
Baby Shower 1 5-1 6 

Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
Belpre Youth Rally 

There will be a baby shower for Susan O'Rourke 17 
on October 20th from 2-5 p.m. at the home of · 20 
Belinda Dunn. There is a map on the bulletin . 
board. See Rhonda Clark for more information. 

50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting In The-Annex 

Words Of Wisdom I Contributions Attend,ance 

There is no doctrine better suited to man than I Last Week $4588 Weds 161 
that which teaches him his dual capacity for re-
ceiving and losing grace, on account of the dual I Avg YTD $5221 Sun Class 119 

danger to which he is always exposed of despair I R . 
. uss1a 

or pride. 
$185 Sun AM 219 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

-Blaise Pascal I Avg YTD $245 Sun PM 106 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Ptince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
E vaJtgellsts: Terry Moore, Mike flip~s, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Pay Attention To The Passive 
Part Eight: 

Is God's Spirit Passive Or Active? 

Betwee.n Paul's agonizing question, "Who will deliver me from this body 
of death?" (ROM 7:24) and his grateful praise "Thanks be to God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord" (ROM 7:25), one could insert his teaching ab.out 
the Spirit in ROMANS 8. God's work by his Spirit is the answer to Paul's 
(and our own) cry for deliverance: 1) The law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus has set him free from the law of sin and death (8:1-4), 2) God's 
life-giving Spirit empowers him to put to death deeds of the body and to 
live as a son of God (8:6-17), and 3) God will raise his mortal body to life 
through his Spirit (8: 11, 18-30). This response of God to rescue Paul is 
the reason for his grateful praise. 

Paul's focus on the Spirit is evident (19 references in ROM 8 compared 
to 3 in ROM 1-7). Those earlier references affirmed important truths 
about the Spirit's work which are 'now applied to all believers: 

1) Through the Spirit of holiness Jesus was dedared to be the Son of God 
by his resurrection from the dead (1 :4). Here \8: 14-1 7) the Spirit confirms 
our sonship, also. 

2) God's love has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit whom 
he has given us so that we will not be disappointed in our hope of shar
ing the glory of God (5:1-5). God's loving deeds to/for us (see ROM 5 -
8) are now expressed with reference to the Spirit. He sets us free, makes 
us alive, indwells us, confirms our sonship, and helps in our weakness. 
These are his first-fruits which enable us to wait patiently for the hope of 
resurrected life, loving God and confident in His over-coming love (8:35-
39). 

3) We have been discharged from the law so that we might serve in the 
new way of the Spirit (7:6). That new way is described in Romans 8:1 -
30. Next week we w~ll conclude by looking at this. 

CW)"' ...., ' - Tom Yoakum 
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RENDERING .UNTO CAESAR, 
AND UNTO GOD 

You have noticed that it is a presidential election 
year; already the rhetoric is heating up. There are 
issues associated with candidates in this election -
abortion and homosexuality and integrity come 
readily to mind - that are matters of concern-to 
Christians, matters about which they seek to be 
informed and to take stands. And anyone who would 
think to exclude moral considerations from the voting 
booth is obtuse almost beyond comprehension. 

The concern we raise here has to do with priorities. 
The involvement of Christians in the political process 
is a good, rather than a bad, thing; but the Christian 
involved in the political process, or any other 
legitrmate process, is under a prior responsibility to 
God: he must seek "first the kingdom of heaven"; 
and his money, and his enthusiasm, and his energy, 
and most of all his time, is committ~d first of all to the 
service of Almighty God ... 

Several years ago in the local church of wh[ch I was 
then a member, a number of people deeply interested 
in the political process affiliated themselves with us. 
They were staunchly conservative in their politics, 
and perhaps this was the reason they came to us, as 
we maintained a conservative approach to things 
spiritual. This was during the Nixon presidency; and 
you remember that.President Nixon chose first to 
recognize, and then to visit, Communist China ... 
Those Christians were devastated, apparently beyond 
consolation: theirworld, it seemed, had collapsed 
around them. They acted as if the kingdom which 
was most vital to them had been shaken indeed - and, 
I suppose it had. The intensity of their dismay was a 
real eye-opener. 

Elections do not always turn out the way I would 
have them: then again, sometimes they do. And in 
either case, my thoughtful and deliberate response to 

_,. .. ~~: ·-__ ;-. ··: ..___:__. "·"", 2 

that must be that "my kingdom is not of this world", 
and whether my man was elected, or defeated, "the 
day of the Lord will come as a thief, in which the 
heavens shall pass away ... " (II Peter 3:10, 11). When 
my man gets in office, as delighted as I may be and 
as sure that all will be well now, still everything he 
accomplishes in that office is going to be burned up 
in "the day of the Lord". When the other man gets in 
office, .as.sure as I may be that disaster of every sort 
will be the outcome, so what? If I am "looking for 
and earnestly desiring the coming of the day of God" 
(verse 12), my treasure cannot be touched. 

Christians have been known to neglect 
responsibilities to God and their brethren in the local 
church in pursuit of some temporal chalice. Perhaps 
it has to do with an election, or a matter of national 
policy, or a project of local import. Whatever, the 
problem is not the participation in temporal 
endeavors, but the neglect of spiritual responsibilities 
due to that participation. 

Undoubtedly such activity is due to,a genuine desire 
for the good of mankind ... The problem is, as 
indicated earlier, there is good, and there js greater 
good. The man of the world knows the good; the 
Christian knows the greater good, and reason 
dictates that he be pursuing it. Do you want to 
benefit your fellow man? Then seek to convert him 
to Christ, because "we must all be made manifest 
before the judgment seat of Christ..." (11.Cor. 5:10). 
Has your brother come on hard times, spiritually? 
Has he wandered away from faithfulness? James 
writes, " ... he who converteth a sinner form the error 
of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall 
cover a multitude of sins'' (5:19,20). 

We have a finite amount of time, energy and 
opportunity. Therefore let us prudently pursue 
eternal good, rather than that which will one day be 
burned up. " ... whereby we may offer service well
pleasing to God with reverence and awe: for our 
God is a consuming fire" (Hebrews 12:28,29). "For 
our citizenship is in heaven; whence also we wait for 
a Saviour, the Lord Jes.us Christ" (Phil. 3:20). 

Patrick Farish 

6rowth In Jes11s 

PUT YOUR HEART. IN IT!: 
LESSONS FROM MALACHI 

Part Thirteen: 
See What I'll Do - 3:10-12 

God's people stand accused of robbing him. But 
God, unlike a human judge, does not accuse 
them in order to condemn them. Rather, his 
wish is that they turn back to him in the right 
way. He even tells them exactly how to make 
up for the ways they have robbed him. And 
what a magnificent wa·y he has of calling them to 
give him what is due him! 

It would be justifiable if God were to command 
them to do something painful or tedious, that 
would have no pos;'tive vai'ue for themselves at 
all. That is the view of God that many religious 
groups have - when someone sins, they must say 
a set of prayers, or perform some other acts of 
penitence, that are designed solely to remind 
them of their wretchedness. Even in the church, 
there are many who are so suspicious of God, 
and so hostile towards his grace, that they insist 
on making erring Christians going through a for
mal confession, to other humans, of their faults 
and sins. But, as God speaks through Malachi 
here, we realize that such views or expectations 
of God are foolish and unspiritual. 

God's challenge to them is wonderful! He sim
ply reminds them of the love and care he is wait
ing to lavish upon them as soon as they give him 
what is due him. And he is quite graphic in his 
description of what he will do, speaking of 
"throwing open the floodgates of heaven". The 
promise here is so beautiful, and so unreserved, 

3 

and so positive. 

It is a shame that many small-minded believers, 
who have their eyes on this world and.not the 
next, have ripped this verse (and similar verses in 
the gospels) out of context and tried to make it a 
promise of crass, worldly rewards. in exchange 
for spiritual acts performed solely in hopes of 
these goodies. God wants so much to give .us 
real blessings, blessings .that will !ast for an eter~ 
nity, and so many of us sit instead with our 
thoughts fixated on perishable material goods 
and fleeting worldly fortune. God wants to 
deepen our faith, to prepare us for a glorious 
eternal home, to teach us to glory in the forgive
ness of all our sins. And we miss out because we 
sit here reproaching God for not making our 
earthly lives painless and free of responsibility. 
God wants to pull us out of this world and lead 
us to eternity, and most of us instead beg him to 
let us stay here and give us enough toys to 
amuse ourselves. 

This verse is instead a charter of freedom - we 
can let ourselves be completely free and unin
hibited in loving God, and in learning his will 
and character, without having any concern that 
he will leave us in need. We can be free of crav
ing for, and worrying about, the earthly things 
the heathen are obsessed with. We can be sure 
that God will bless us in ways that are truly bless
ings. We can learn what it is like to leave this 
world behind in our hearts, even while our bod
ies must temporarily be contined to it. 

- Mark Carner 
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Family Information Calendar 

Food Pantry I October 
The food pantry is in need of the following items: 

20 50's Plus Potluck lrT The Annex peanut butter:, jelly, hot cereal, paper grocery 
20 Area Wide Worship, 7:00 pm At Upper bags canned vegetables, pancake mix, pancake 

Arlington High School Auditorium syrup. 
20 Baby shower For Susan O'Rourke 

Willow Brook Annual Bazaar I 27 
5ee Rhonda Clark For More Information 
Singles "Eat Out" 

Willow Brook Christian Home will be having 
their annual old fashioned Country bazaar, 

I November November 1st and ~nd. Please help by using 
your talents to bake goods or make homemade 

11-2 Willow Brook Christian Home"s Annual I items. For more information contact Robbie 
McVicker 899-0944. Old Fashioned Country Bazaar 

3 Deacons Meeting 8:00 am 

Baby Shower 6 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
10 Orient Correctional Institute 

There will be a baby shower for Susan O'Rourke 11 Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
today from 2-5 p.m. at the home of Belinda . 15-16 Belpre Youth Rally 
Dunn. There is a map on the bulletin board. 17 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
See Rhonda Clark for more .information. 20 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 

Thoughts About Prayer 
He who is to busy to pray is busier than God 
ever intended him to be. 

Contributions Attendance 

We lie to God in prayer if we do not rely · .on 
Him after prayer. 

last Week 

Avg YTD 

$6330 

$5248 

Instead of being thankful when their cups run- · I R . $
270 h. 1 f b ' uss1a net over, too many peop e pray or a 1gger 

cup. . -Pulpit Helps I Avg YTD $245 

Weds 159 

Sun Class 150 

Sun AM 242 

Sun PM 96 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
Dav.id McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evaneelists: Terrv Moore. Mike Hioes.Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ '4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Pay Attention _To The Passive 
Part Nine: Is God's Spirit Passive Or Active? 

(concluded) 

W.e have been discharged from the law so that we might serve in the 
new way of the Spirit (7:6). That new way is described in Romans 8:1-
30. Remembering that we are "released ... so that we serve" (7:6, NIV) 
directs us to the relationship between the passive (God 's deeds to/for us) 
and the active (our deeds in response). Two passive statements - "the 
just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us" (8:4) and "in this 
hope we were saved" (8:24) - are rerhinders to pay attention to every 
passive statement since 5: 1. A third passive, "we may also be glorified" 
(8: 17) points both ways: back 'to the promise of 5:2 and ahead to its· 
fulfillment (8:28-30). A host of passive statements declare that "God 
works for good with those who : .. are called ... those whom he 
foreknew ••• predestined ••• called •.. justified ... glorified. Also, the 

1 passive idea is expressed by statements in which God or His Spirit is the 
subject and we are objects of the action. 

All these become the basis for our own actions, and we are not to be 
lethargic! Instead, we are to be walking'according to the Spirit (8:4); that 
is, setting our minds on things of the Spirit (8:5-6), putting to death deeds 
of the body by the Spirit (8: 12), crying "Abba! Father!" with the Spirit, 
suffering with Christ (8:17),waiting patiently in hope (8:23-25), and lov
ing God (8:28) ~ 

For that walk to be according to the Spirit, not according to the flesh, WE 
MUST PAY ATTENTION TO THE PASSIVE! Space - both in this paper 
and in my head - will not allow me to explain all this. I can· only plead, 
"Don't explain it away!" To be sure God's spirit-given Word in scripture 
is vital. We have done our best to hear it. But if we assign all these 
actions of the Spirit only to miraculously endowed men in the apostolic 
era and bind the Spirit in a book to which we come to with only our 
rational processes and determined obedience, we have, in effect "put to 
death the deeds of the Spirit by our flesh!" If after 253 pages in a volume 
on The W ork of the Holy Spi rit the conclusion is, "Why not leave the 
reception of the Holy Spirit in the apostolic age ... ?", we have to say, 
"God help us!" God's answer may be, "I tried, but you wouldn't listen." 
Please, God help us to hear, to trust, C\nd to give you obedience of faith. 

-Tom Yoakum 



Family Time 
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.. GO Sli ON iHE WINDOWSIL~. EUTYCHU5. MAYBE 
THAT WILL KEEP YOU AWAKE." SEE ACTS 20:9-12. 
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6rowth In Jes11s 

PUT YOUR HEART IN IT! 
LESSONS FROM MALACHI 

Part Fourteen: 
Is The·Godly Life Worth IH - 3:13-15 

This begins the climactic section of Malachi. 
God's final criticism of his people is at the root 

' of many of the other disorders he has discussed. 
In their hearts, his people question whether it is 
really worthwhile to follow God and to live as 
he calls them to. Because of this, they have 
never really committed themselves to him. They 
may not have held back their strength or their 
time, but they have held back their hearts, sus
pecting that it is not really beneficial to serve 
God. 

They have looked at the world and seen that 
there are many arrogant sinners who seem to be 
"getting away" with their sin. They see how the 
richest, most powerful, and most popular indi
viduals often have no awareness of God and no 
respect for his Word. Meanwhile, they look at 
their own lives, at the sacrifices they make, at the 
temptations they try to avoid; and see no obvi
ous "reward". They are familiar with the numer
ous promises God made, assuring them that if 
they lived as he asked, they would be blessed, 
and if they disobeyed, they would be punished. 
They do not have confidence 'in these promises, 
because they are not proving true in the ways 
they expected. 

Their problem is the same as the one many 
Christians have. There are many believers today 
who know the promises of joy and blessing that 
God makes to the righteous, but who misinter-
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pret these as assurances that they will get what 
they want if they just obey· God. When they (in 
their eyes} obey God, and then things in their 
lives do not happen as they desired or expected, 
they are disappointed or angry with God. These 
people turn God's beautiful and spiritual 
promises into a cynical tactic ori God's part to. 
keep us in line. 

God does not promise us th?t obedience means 
we wi 11 get what we want! What we want may 
be a blessing in our eyes, but may be something 
that God knows is bad for our souls. For exam
ple, many Christians have the same idolatrous 
craving that the pagans do for a career with high 
pay and a lot of authority. Many Christians even 
rationalize their idolatry by such slogans as "it 
will be a way to glorify God". Then they evalu
ate how much God loves them by whether God 
"blesses" them in this way. Yet an exalted 
worldly position is rarely good for the soul. 
(And is rarely of significant use to God, despite 
our rationalizations.) 

God will certainly give you your fair share of 
worldly blessings. He gives gifts to all h,is crea
tures, sinful or righteous, to show that he loves 
them all. But when God wants to give you a 
special blessing, he is much more likely to re
ward your obedience with a genuine blessing 
that will not perish when this world is burned 
up on the last day - such as more patience, 
deeper love for others, renewed zeal, or insight 
into his Word. If your obedience was for the 
right reasons, you will consider such blessings 
priceless, and you will have no doubt that it is 
worthwhile to follow God . 

- Mark Carner 



Family Information Calendar 

Food Pantry October 
The food pantry is in need of the tollowing items: 
peanut butter, jelly, hot cereal, paper grocery I 27 Singles "Eat Out" 

bags canned vegetables, pancake mix, pancake 
syrup. 

Willow Brook Annual Bazaar 
Willow Brook Christian Home will be having 
their annual old fashioned Country bazaar, 
_November 1st and 2nd. Please help by using 
your talents to bake goods or make homemade 
items. For more information contact Robbie 
McVicker 899-0944. 

Singles Eat-Out 
The singles will be having a cook-out this Sun
day at 1 :30 p.m. at the home of Beth Tignor. 
Beth will be providing the meat. Everyone is 
asked to bring a covered dish or dessert. If you 
have a grill, please bring that also. See David 
Leslie or Beth Tignor for more information. 

Words Of Wisdom 
When will talkers refrain from evil-speaking? 
When listeners refrain from evil-hearing. 

Character is but the stamp on our souls of the 
free choices for good or evil we have made 
through life. 

November 

1-2 Willow Brook Christian Home"s Annual 
Old Fashioned Country Bazaar 

3 Deacons Meeting 8:00 am 
6 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
10 Orient Correctional Institute 
11 Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
22-24 Belpre Youth Rally 
17 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 

Please Note 

If you have an announcement or event that 
needs to be put in the bulletin, please give it to 
Jack Evans or Mark Garner, or put it in one of 
their boxes at least 2 weeks before the event. 

Contributions 

last Week 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

Avg YTD 

$4365 

$5227 

$352 

$248 

Attendance 

Weds 

Sun Class 

Sun AM 

Sun PM 

162 

150 

262 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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And God Said No 

I asked God to take away my pride, 

And God said, "No:" He said it was not for him to take away, 

But for me to give up. I asked God to make my handicapped child 
whole, 

And God said, "No." He said her spirit is whole, 

Her body is only temporary. I asked God to grant me patience, 

And God said, "No." He said that patience is a byproduct of tribulation, 

It isn't granted, it's earned. I asked God to give me happiness, 

And God said, "No." He said he gives blessings, 

Happiness is up to .me. I asked God to spare me pain, 

And God said, "No." He said, "Suffering draws you apart from worldly 

Cares and bring you closer to me." I asked God to make my spirit grow 

And God said, "No." He said I must grow on my own, 

But he will prune me to make me fruitful. I asked God to help me love 
others, 

As much as he loves me, and God said, 

"Ah, finally, you have the idea." 

Claudia Minden Weisz 

,,. 



Seriti11g 6od 

CLAIM WHAT IS YOURS 

A little boy came to the Washington 
Monument and noticed a guard standing by 
it. 

"I want to buy it." 

"How much doyou have?" asked the guard. 

"Thirty-five cents." 

"You need to understa.nd three things," the 
guard explained. "First, thirty-five cents is 
not enough to purchase the monument; in 
fact, thirty-five million dollars is not enough. 
Second, the Washington Monument is not 
for sale; and third, if you are an American 
citizen, you already own it!" 

' 
How often we ask God for blessings that are 
already ours i~ Christ! Paul wrote, . "Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ" (Eph. 
1 :3). The ble.ssing and the victory are 
already ours. 

Erwin Lutzer 
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THE COMPLAINT BOOK 

A certain minister kept on his desk a special 
notebook labeled, "Complaints of Members 
Against Other Members." When someone 
called to tell him about he faults of another, 
the minister would say, "Here's my 
complaint book. I'll write down what you 
say, and you can sign it. Then, when I have 
to take the matter up officially, I shall know 
what testimony to expect from you." 

The sight of the open notebook and the 
ready pen always had its effect, "Oh, no! I 
couldn't sign anything like that!" the 
member would protest, and no entry would 
be made in the book. 

The minister said that he kept the complaint 
book for over forty years, and had opened it 
a thousand times, but had never had 
occasion to write a single word of it. 

Pulpit Helps 

"Praise be to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who htlS blessed 
us in the_ heavenly, realms with every 
spiritual, blessing in Christ. For' he 

chose us in him before the creation of 
the world to be holy and blameless in 

his sight." 
Ephesians 1 :3-4 

"'tl."-li:-iiilni:n,r n_;•-.:;;,.:;.·;- ~-;-_ ·: -. · _-• '"'''!"': 
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61·owth /11 Jesus 

PUT YOUR HEART IN IT! 
LESSONS FROM MALACH I 

Part Fifteen: 
Responding To God - 3:16-18 

God has finished instructing his people how they 
should change. It is now up to them to decide 
whether to do so. Some will shrug off God's criti
cisms, and others will immediately set out to 
learn and grow from what God has told them. So 
too, when believers in the church of Christ are 
confronted with something God wants them bet
ter to understan_d, or more diligently to practic~, 
many of them ignore or forget the lessons after a 
short while. But others consider precious any les
son that God teaches them, and do whatever is 
necessary to respond to God. God will know, 
whatever they decide. He knows those who re
spect and honor him, and he knows those who 
ignore him. 

Once God has told us what we need to hear, he 
gives us a genuine choice whether to heed his 
words. He does not attempt to pester or manipu
late us, the way we deal with each other when 
there is something we want. God loves us and 
respects our free will, and wants our decisions to 
be our own, not induced by pressure or manipu
lation. Because of this, it is especially precious to 
him when·we do decide to follow and obey him 
for the right reasons. We have difficulty under
standi,ng this, because when we want something 
from another human, we are often so self
centered that we care only for getting what we 
want, and don't care if they want to give it to us. 
But God is more concerned with our hearts. He 
considers it of little value to have our outward 
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obedience without our inward devotion, yet 
highly values even the most ineffective efforts to 
serve him if they are given with sincere apprecia
tion of him. 

We often do not feel any urgency in responding 
to God because of his compassionate and sincere 
approach. We get into the habit of putting off 
changes '(either outward or inward) and difficult 
decisions, until some other human pesters us or 
threatens us enough that we decide that it would 
be less unpleasant to give the other person what 
he or she wants. If we do not take the time to get 
to know God, we end up expecting him to be the 
same way - we assume that if anything is ever re
ally important he will threaten us or harass us un
til we do it. So we only try to discern his will in 
times of crisis. The rest of the time we do what · 
we want, blandly promising that if it is ever really 
important we will listen to God. This lazy and 
irresponsible attitude has prevented many believ
ers from enjoying the ' benefits of-God's wisdom 
and counsel, which he offers every day of our 
lives, not just in crises. 

But when we do fear God (in the right sense of 
the word) and show him the consideration and 
admiration he deserves, our names are written on 
the "scroll of remembrance" that Malachi de
scribes. God is ours, and we are God's. Our rela
tionship with him will go far beyond a lifestyle or 
a set of activities, and we will know what Jesus 
really means when he promises life to the full. 

- Mark Carner 



Family Information Calendar 

Food Pantry November 
The food pantry is in need of the following items: 
peanut butter, jelly, paper towels, canned juice, 1 6 

pancake mix, pancake syrup, kleenex, crackers. 1 O 
11 

SO's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Orient Correctional Institute 
Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
Belpre Youth Rally Election Day 

We are still in need of food items to serve on 
election day. We also need people to help serve. 
If you can help, see Chip Evans or Terry Moore. 

Prayer 

Give thanks for each day, you'll never get to live 
it over again. 

-Pulpit Helps 

22-24 
17 
20 

SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
SO's Plus Meeting In The Annex 

Great Ideas 

If you have a suggestion or ideas for the bulletin 
material, please present them to Mark Garner or 
leave a note in his mailbox. 

We would especially like more articles from the 
Northland members. 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

Avg YTD 

$4769 Weds 

$521 7 Sun Class 

$292 Sun AM 

$249 Sun PM 

131 

172 

262 

72 
Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Baro.zzini, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Back To Basics 
The Olympics have always been an inspiration for me. Thrilling record set
ting performances. Feats of endurance and courage. All performed by ex
traordinary individuals. Or so it seems. When you get behind the scene, 
you being to realize that these are ordinary people doing extraordinary 
thing5 because they bring to their goals an intense desire and discipline. 

I 

Passionate desire. At this le~el, most of the athletes have access to the best 
coaching, nutrition, medicine, facilities and training methodology in the 
world. The difference between the gold and the other medals is thou
sandths of a second or hundredths of a point. The winning factor is focused 
desire. All the discipline and training are of no avail if there is no desire. 

But all the desire and discipline must come together in order to achieve a 
winning combination. And it may take time for that winning combination 
to see results. I was struck by the number of athletes who said their 
couldn't even make their high school or college teams, but with desire and 
discipline they eventually did more than just make the team. 

But what about the follower of Christ? We, too, must have a passionate de
sire to love Christ with all our heart, mind, soul and strength. But passion 
for Christ alone will not produce maturity and fruitfulness in the life. 

That desire for Christ must become a discipline desire to be trained by 
Christ to run the race. There must be an excellent nutritional program that 
absorbs the Word of God through reading, study, listening, memorizing 
and deep reflection upon the Scriptures. 

There must be the vital link of communication arid dependence wrought by 
prayer. There must be the focus of demonstrating and communicating the 
message of Christ to the world around us. There must be the daily disci
pline of responding to his prompting. 

So how are you doing? Is there passionate desire for Christ in your life? If 
not, there is nothing sadder to behold than a Christian who does not love 
the Lord. Perhaps, you do love Him but that love has not grown into a dis
ciplined desire. Chances are there is instability exhibited rather than matu
rity and fruit. Perhaps, you are disciplined but without a real passion for 
Christ. The result is a cold and joyless life. 

Let's pray that we would be full of passionate desire and discipline for Him. 
As the apostle Paul would say, "Let's run in such a way that we might win." 

-Dan Woolridge 



SerJ1ing 6od 

I AM THE RESURRECTION 
(Part One) 

To a weeping, heartbroken, grief-stricken friend, 
Jesus gave the most awesome message of the 
universe. Martha's brother Lazarus was dead. 
Her only plea to the Lord was that if He had 
been there, her brother would not have had to 
die. Jesus assured her with the words, "Your 
brother will rise again. " Martha was a woman of 
great faith in God. "/know he will rise again in 
the resurrection at the last day." Indeed he will, 
as will all of the dead. 

But into that moment of a bittersweet confession 
of faith in the God who can do anything came a. 
flash of lightning from the lips of the divine Son. 
"/am the ·resurrection and the life. He who 
b'el(eves in me will live, even though he dies; 
and whoever lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you ,believe this?" How could she 
believe? How can any of us comprehend this 
magnificent proclamation of source? Jesus is the 
source of life, and as such, He is the 

· resurrection. He empowers~ enables, and 
enforces resurrection. No life exists or is 
sustained without the intervention of His will. 

"Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, the 
Son of Cod, who was to.come into the world." 
The following events took place as if in a 
whirlwind. Mary arrived. Jesus wept. The Jews 
were amazed at His love. Jesus prayed. They 
moved the stone. 

' And then a shout that stirred the celestial 
spheres, "Lazarus, come out!" The text reads 
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with steady yet intense certainty, "The dead 
man came out ... " 

The ultimate question for us all is resurrection. 
Is there anything else after this life is over? If 
not, then life doesn't matter very much. If there 
is no afterlife, no heaven, no resurrection, then 
there is no reason for existence, no reason for 
character, no reason for morality, and no reason 
for God. But Jesus proclaimep Himself to be 
the resurrection. 

Three Dark Days 
For three dark days the cosmos held its breath. 
With incomplete faith the disciples of Jesus 
Christ rehearsed 'it al I. They thought about the 

/ . 

words spoken to them by the Mast~r. Some 
certainly thought it was~ over. Some wondered 
about the coming third day. 

They all agonized over the brutal and violent 
death of their friend. The echoes of hammers 
striking the nails which pierced the Savior rang 
in their ears. The helplessness. Tbe fear. The 
shame. The darkness. The blood. And yet, on 
the horizon of their minds, li'ke a little itch in 
the back of their emotions, a small beam of 
sunlight high above them in the cavern of their 
sorrows, there was a sliver of hope. 

John Dobbs 

6rowth In Jes11s 

PUT YOUR HEART IN IT! 
LESSONS FROM MALACHI 

Part Sixteen: 
Into The Furnace - 4:1 

on the Last Day, nothing will remain but our spir
its and souls. Anything'we have spent time & 
effort to gain will disappear u'nless it had spiritual 
value. Further, everything others have said 
about, thought about, and done to us will cease 
to have any meaning. All the things we erivy the 
pagans for having will be burned until nothing 
remains. "Not a root or a branch will be left to 
them." Then we will see'how foolish it was to 
have been concerned what the pagans around us 

God winds up the book of Malachi with a pas- · thought about us, our speech, our righteous be-
sionate call to his people to develop a more eter- havior our faith in Christ. Nor will it then bene
nal perspective on their lives and on thei r service fit the~ that they had a better career, a better 
to him.· With graphic images, he reminds them home, or more popularity. 
of the disastrous fate of those who oppose him, 
the futili ty of worldly gain, and the glorious fu
ture for those who fo llow him. After doing this 
in verses 1-4, he will wind up the book w ith a 
prophetic exhortation looking ahead to .Jesus' 
coming. 

The first verse of chapter 4 calls his people to un
derstand the fate of the ungodly, and '{not so inci
dently) of all materiarthings. The prophet pre
sents the image of a furnace that burns to ashes 
everything thrown into it. This naturally has 
evangelistic implications, but that is ·not why he _ 
deals with it here. Their problem is much more 
basic: they· are themselves tempted to become 
like those who live for this world. God must 
warn them emphatically against the fu tility of 
such a decision. 

I 

Before we can even begin effectively to convert 
others to Jesus, we must first cleanse our hearts 
of worldly desires. We can convert people to 
the church, or to ourselves, without deal ing wi th 
our worldly desires, but we can't convert them 
to Jesus. We must attack that part of our hearts 
and our flesh that craves superfluous material 
items, mindless entertainment, and other value
less earthly debris. When this universe is burned 
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Have you ever watched people play Monopoly, 
or any other materialistic game, and see some
one become emotionally upset over losing, over 
not having as much play money as the other 
players? Do you respect people who lose per
spective over a· game? Do you want to be I ike 
them? When you look at how foolish such be
havior ls, you rea lize what it looks li.ke to 0od 
when we spend our time comparing what we 
have wi th what the pagans around us have. 

God often points out the fiery fate of al I worldly 
goods and projects. Several of the Psalms deal 
w ith the futi lity of accumulating earthly posses
sions and priv ileges, and of course the New Tes
tamen t w riters are even-bolder in speaking of 
Judgment Day. God wants ,u~ ,to remember this, 
not to dishearten us, but to encourage us - to re
mind us that we are not "missing out" when we 
dort't get al l the things the pagans have, whether 
monetary or otherwise. We are showing true 
wisdom, from above, by being more concerned 
wi th eternal and godly blessings. 

-Mark Gamer 



Family lnfo1mation 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following items: 
pancake mix, pancake syrup, crackers, hand 
soap, hoLchocolate, hot cereal, spaghetti O's. 

Singles Super Saturday 
It's a Super Saturday for the singles on November 
23rd .. for the OSU Vs Michigan football game. 
Chile and drinks are provided. You may bring a 
snack or your favorite chi le topping. The fun be
gins at 11 :30am at 2262 Medina Ave. for more 
information call Brenda or Tina Marie at 
261-1659. 

Women's Cookie Exchange 
Come share the Holiday Spirit at the Women's 

<Cookie Exchange Saturday, December 14th at 
1 O:OOam at the home of Lora Bradley. See the 

· ,bulletin board for flyer with information and 
map. 

Entertainment '97 Books 
COCS has the Entertainment '97 books for sale 

Calendar 
November 

10 Orient Correctional Institute 
11 ' Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
22-24 Belpre .Youth Rally 
17 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 50's Plus Meeting In. The Annex 
23 Singles Super Saturday 

December 

4 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
7 COCS-Math Olympics 
9 Parent And Youth.Workers Meeting 
14 Leadership Meeting 
14 Women's Cookie Exchange 
15 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
15 Worship At Willow Brook 
l8 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 

in the office. Stop by and get one for savings dur- i-----------------------1 
ing the year: Thanks for helping. Contributions Attendance 

Hospitalized 
Last Week $4693 

$5205 

$203 

$248 

Weds 148 

138 

210 

.110 

June Leonhart, Jenny Coate's mother, is in River
side Hospital, room 2057. She had heart surgery 
Monday. 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

Sun Class 

Sun AM 

Sun PM 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

-

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Avg YTD 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzin'i, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581,Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 

c 

1· 

I() 
~ 

~ 
.Q 

~ 
'ti' 
Q) 

§ -~ 
co 
Q') 
Q') 
~ 

c::;,"' 
~ ... 
Q) 

.Q e 
~ 
~ 

Modern. Life Or Wonderland 

When Alice was in Wonderland, on one occasion she realized 
she was running' hand in hand with the Queen as fast as they 
could go. Alice was running so fast she could hardly c.atch her 
breath but still the Queen was shouting, "Faster! Faster!" Just 
when Alice thought she could.go no farther, she found herself un
der a tree, a very familiar tree. She said, "I believe we've been 
under this tree the whole time! Everything's just as it was!" The 
Queen assured tier that was the case and said, "Now here, you 
see, it takes all the running you can do, to keep in the same 
place. If you want to get somewhere else you must run at least 
twice as fast as ' that!" 

Have you ever fel.t that way? You go as fast as you can but you 
end up nowhere, having accomplished nothing. Is it a wonder
land we live in or is it just modern life? Perhaps a little of both. 
But folk, it doesn't have to be that way! God help us to slow 
down and smell the roses, hug the kids, kiss our mate, comfort 
the bereaved, feed the hungry, read the Bible, worship God, 
make a friend, pray, smile, relax, fellowship, write a note of en
couragement, phone someone you love and miss - have you no
ticed that none of these things requires much time or effort and 
yet, they are productive of eternity. Please slow us down, Lord! 

Don Mathis (Montgomery, AL) 

"Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, 
"you are worried and upset (Jbout many 

things, but only one thing is needed. Mary 
has chosen what is,. better, and it will' not be 

taken away from her.;, 
Luke.10:41-42 

( 



SerJ1ing 6od 

I AM THE RESURRECTION 
(Part Two) 

The Stone Was Rolled Away 
Then it happened. Just like the birth of a 
child. You've waited. You've been 
anxious. You've wondered. You've been in 
awe of the process. But when it all starts 
happening, there's no stopping. It's all so 
fast. Maybe that's what it w .as like. John 
records that Mary Magdalene went to the 
tomb and found the stone rolled away. She 
ran .to Peter and John, her facts right but her 
conclusion wrong. "They have taken the 
Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know 
where they have put him!" The race was 
on. They all ran toward the tomb, saw the 
-burial clothes, and John went inside. 

It was all beginning to hit home. They went 
home to discuss these events, but not Mary. 
She wept by the tomb telling a stranger 
"They have taken my Lord away, and I don't 
know where they have put him ... " The 
Stranger ~poke, and how I would love to 
have heard the way He spoke: "Mary." She 
then knew that He was no stranger, no 
gardener, no tender of the earth. In a rush 
of dynamic reality, she knew she was 
speaking to the Resurrection. This woman 
of faith went to the disciples with the 
gripping message, an intriguing testi'mony, a 
dawnin.g utterance of the gospel, "/have 
seen the Lord!" 
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Jesus Is The Resurrection 
On the glorious morning that Jesus 
conquered death, sin, and Satan by rising 
up from the grave. He proved for all time 
that He is the Resurrection. The awesome 
power of this should never become 
common place in our hearts. It is the 
ultimate evidence of His divinity. It is the 
empowering motivation of Christian hope. 
It is the triumphant display of the 
redeeming force which He possesses. It is 
the fulfillment of messianic .prophecy. It is 
the significance of the cross. 

The proclamation by Jesus that He is the 
resurrection is more than a theological field 
trip, it is the essence of redemption. We • 
will all rise to meet the Lord. Everyone 
who has ever died in body, will be raised in 
spirit. This is our hope. On this hope we 
stand, live, and proclaim. He is risen. He 
is coming. We shall rise. Hallelujah, 
Maranatha, and Amen. 

-John Dobbs 

"They found the stone rolled 
away from the tomb, but when 
they ente,_red, they did not find 

the body of the Lord Jesus." 
Luke 24:2-3 

6rowth In Jes11s 

PUT YOUR HEART IN IT! 
LESSONS FROM MALACHI 

Part Seventeen: 
The Heali'ng Sun - 4:2-3 

God has reminded his people of the coming de
struction of all that is "Yorldly. He now reminds 
them of the other side of Judgment, that is, that 
those who do follow him will blessed beyond 
what they could ever have imagined. He refers 
to the "sun of righteousness" that will rise with 
"healing in its wings". He describes the feeling 
of his faithful people as that of a young calf that 
has been released from his cell for the first time. 
He wants to impress upon them that the feelings 
of deep and lasting satisfaction that the pagans 
hope for, but never achieve because they seek it 
from the wrong things, will be obtained in full 
by those who love him. . 

The wonderful feeling Malachi describes is pos
sible for the true believer not once, but twice. 
Anyone who makes a genuine decision to follow 
Jesus experiences two th'ings: first, the tremen
dous relief from the weight of sin that has been 
removed, and second, the drastic change that 
has occurred in the direction of his or her life. 
The true convert knows at once a feeling of great 
release and joy. But the feeling that we get 
when we are converted to Jesus, however good 
and exciting, is nothing compared to the feelings 
of complete security and deliverance we will re
alize when we are able once for all to set aside 
our physical bodies and to leave this whole per
ishable world in which our bodies are now liv
ing. The day will come when all the limitations 
our world puts on us - physical, emotional, and 

spiritual - will be broken and never return. 
Meanwhile, as Romans 8 describes, we groan 
under the weight of this world's burdens. But at 
the same time we expect and anticipate the eter
nal glory and blessing that is to come. 

Further, besides the promise of our personal de
liverance, God says through Malachi that we our
selves will trample down the wicked; who will 
"become ashes under our feet" on the Last Day. 
You may recall that Paul says something similar 
in Romans 16:20. What he and Malachi mean is 
that we ourselves, by our example of faithfulness 

. and righteousness, will enable God to destroy 
Satan and those who followed him. God can 
point to those who were his, and thus prove his 
righteousness in condemning the evil. Every hu
man who remains faithful unto death is another 
proof that God is right in his plans and judg
ments, and is another proof that those who 
choose not to seek God are without excuse. 

3 

In this passage, the prophet is hoping t'o get us to 
see that we are a part of something much greater 
than ourselves, and even much greater than our 
individual souls. Like Job, we are a part of an 
eternal battle that God will win over Satan and 
the others who oppo'se God. God wants us to 
draw security and hope from knowing that our 
lives are such a significant part of eternal events. 

- Mark Carner 

''But for you 'Who revere my name, 
the su.n of righteousness will rise 

with healing·-in its wings. And you 
will go out and leap like calves 

released foom the stall." 
Malachi4:2 



Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The food pantry is in need of the following items: 
pancake mix, pancake syrup, peanut butter, jelly, 
canned juice, paper towels, kleenex. 

Women's Cookie Exchange 
Come share the Holiday Spirit at the Women's 
Cookie-Exchange Saturday, December 14th at 
10:00 a.m. at the home of Lora Bradley. See the 
bulletin board for flyer with information and map. 

Thanksgiving Celebration 
We are looking forward to our First Family Thanks
giving Celebration &. Feast to be held Sunday, 
November 24th. A great day is being planned. In 
preparation for this family gathering, a Thanksgiv
ing menu has been arranged. We are asking each 
member to please sign up on the sheet in the foyer 
for specific items to bring. Please sign up and bring 

.. ~ only those items listed on the menu. There is also a 
f,, sign up sheet for you to sign with the number in 
~ ' your family that will be attending. Make plans,to 

join the body in giving thanks to our God for His 
many blessings and provisions. If you have any 
questions, please direct them to Gladys or Leon 
Abrams. 

Thanksgiving Eve 
There will be no classes or services at the North
land building on Wednesday, November 27th. 
Please enjoy this time with your family and remem
b,er the source of your blessings. 

Ladies 

ilillWmMitiiiii 
,, 17 

20 
22-24 
23 

November 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Belpre Youth Rally 
Singles Super Saturday 

December 
4 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
7 COCS-Math Olympics 
9 Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
_14 Leadership Meeting 
14 Women's Cookie Exchange 
15 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
15 Worship At Willow Brook 
18 50's Plus ,Meeting In The Annex 

Singles Super Saturday 
It's a Super Saturday for the singles on 
November 23rd for the OSU Vs Michigan 
football game. Chile and drinks are provided. 
You may bring a snack or your favorite chi le 
toppi,ng. -The fun begins at 11 :30 a.m. at 2262 
Medina Ave. for more information call Brenda 
or Tina Marie at 261-1659. 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $5003 Weds 

Avg YTD $5201 Sun Class 

There will be a Women's Ministry planning session I Russia 
on Monday, December 2hd at 7:30 p.m. in the au-

$325 

$249 

Sun AM 

136 

170 

212 

110 ditorium. I Avg YTD Sun PM 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Mike Hipes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A -Sad Choice 

On the table side by side; , 
The Holy Bible and TV guide. 

One is worn but cherished with pride. 
(Not the Bible - the TV guide). 

One is used daily to help folks,decide. 
No, it isn't the Bible, it's the TV guide. 

As pages' are turned, what shall they see? 
Oh, what does it matter, turn on the TV. 

So they open the book in which they confide, 
Not it isn't the Bible, it's the TV_ guide. 

The Word of God is seldom read 
(Maybe a verse as they fall into bed). 

Exhausted and sleepy and tired as can be, 
Not from reading the Bible, 

But from watching TV. 
So then back to the table, side by side, 

go the Holy Bible and the TV guide. 

No time for prayer, no time for the Word; 
The plan of salvation is seldom heard. 

Forgiveness of sin so full and free 
Is found in the Bible, not the TV! 

-Selected 

For whete your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also. 

Matthew 6:21 



SerP1ing 6od 

WHEN YOU CAN'T GET ENOUGH 

, 
Have you ever gone to a: r~staurant which 
had a salad or food buffet and asked yourself 
if it was "all you can eat?" Some places 
even go as far as to say "all you care to eat." 
There have been many times that we have 
enjoyed those unlimited trips to fill our 
plates again and again. 

Think about God's love. and His grace. It is 
much the same way. We have been saved 
and have been rescued from sin and its 

1 eternal pu,nishment, and now can rejoice in 
the fact that we can realize God's love and 

1 grace on a continual basis. There is no end 
I· to His sufficiency in time of trouble and 

struggle in our Christian walk (1 Cor. 10: 13; 
2 Cor. 12:9). 

Jesus said, "I have come that they might 
have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly" Uohn 10: 1 Ob). As believers, we 
can make many trips to the overflowing 
bounty of God's grace (Col. 3: 16a), which is 
truly more than enough and more than we 
can obtain! , 

Pulpit Helps 

2 

GOD IS ENOUGH 

There is no difficulty that God cannot 
' . 

conquer. 

No disease that God could not heal. , 

No door that God could not open. 

No gulf that God could not bridge. 

No wall that God could not throw down. 

No sin that God could not redeem. 

It makes no difference: 

... How deeply seated the trouble, 

... How hopeless the outlook, 

... How muddled the tangle, 

, ... How great the mistake 

God can dissolve it all! 

The Lord's Way 

61·owth In Jesus 

PUT YOUR HEART IN IT! 
LESSONS FROM MALACHI 

Part Eighteen: , 
He Will Turn The Hearts - 4:4-6 

These three verses close out not only the book 
itself, but the prophetic books, and the Old Tes
tament as well. So it is fitting that one more time 
the, prophet looks ahead to th~ ti me when so 
many of God's plans will be revealed. The 
prophecy of Elij~h's return was of course fulfilled 
by John the Baptizer's ministry, which preceded 
and introduced ·that of Jesus himself. Luke 1 :17 
(and other references in the gospels) make clear 
that John was indeed the Elijah figure that 

I 
Malachi prophesied about, and also that he ful-
filled the mission of "turning hearts" that the 
prophet describes. 

Both the concept of the generations turning their 
hearts towards one another, and the plan of end
ing the book on the note -of looking far into the 
future, emphasize the continuity of God's plan. 
Part of what John, the Elijah figure, was meant to 
do was to remind God's people that the past 
generations were preparatory for the coming of 
Jesus, and to show that the generation when Je
sus lived also owed its place to the work done 
by the faithful' in past days. The image of fathers 
and sons both appreciating each others' hearts is 
important in both a literal and a spiritual sense. , 
lfolievers should never think that their own gen
eration is of any special spiritual significance, ·but 
all should be aware of both 1generations gone by 
and generations yet to come. The people who 
originally heard Malachi's preaching would 
never live to see Jesus walk the earth, and John 

3 

never met Malachi or ;my of the other prophets, 
but their work was closely interrelated. Every
thing that happened in Israel, all that happened 
in the days of Jesus and the apostles, and every
thing that has happened in church1history since, 
is all part of an i~tegrated plan by God. 

Believers today must realize this. They must stop 
buying into the devilish tendency that many 
"believers" have, of wanting the church to be 
"more contempora~y" at the expense of weaken
ing essential spiritual teachings. The church is 
not out of touch! It is this depraved generation 
(and every generation ·that does· not turn to God) 
that is clueless and out of touch - out of touch 
with its God and with the plans that a loving 
God has for it, if it will listen. At the same time, 
believers must realize that God's plans are based 
on an essential core of themes and doctrine 
(teaching), not on outward forms. Those who 
cling desperately to familiar outward forms, that 
just happened to be present in part of their life
time, are also ·missing the point about the time
less nature of God's church . 

Listen to the message of Malachi - see your life 
for what it is, n'ot 70 or so years to try to accumu
late a pitiful pile of worldly distinctions and pos~ 
sessions, but as part of a dra111a that stretches 
over thousands of yea.rs, that shows and proves 
the wisdom and love of your God. 

Mark Carner 

Jesus Christ is the, same 
yesterday attd today and 

forever. 
Hebrews 13·:8 



Family Information Calendar 
- , .. 

Food Pantry December 
Since there will be rid service here next week 4 
(Nov. 27) the Pantry will be closed. However, we 7 
have many needs - Please help before Dec 4. The 9 

50's Plus Meeting· In The Annex 
COCS-Math Olympics 
p'arent And Youth Workers Meeting 
Leadership Meeting needs are as follows: peanut butter, jelly, pancake 14 

mix; pancake syrup, canned fruit, canned juice, pa
per towel's, tUna helper1 ramen noodles. 

Women's Cookie Exchange 
Come share the Holiday Spirit at the Women's 
Co0kie Exchange-Satru'rday; December 14th at 
10:QO a;m:'at the h<t>me of.-lma Bradley. Seethe 
bulletin board for flyer with information and map. 

Thanksgiving Celebration 
Today is:our First fami:ly Thanksgiving .celel3ra
tion & Feast. In preparation for this family gather
ing, a Thanksgiving menu has been arranged. 
Please stay and join the body in giving thanks to 
our God for his many blessings. 

Thanksgiving Eve 
There will be no classe_s or services at the North
land building on Wednesday, November 27th. 
Please enjoy this time with your family and remem
ber the source of your blessings. 

Ladies 

14 
15 
15 
18 
18 
25 
29 

Women's Cookie Exchange 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Worship At Willow Brook 
50's P·lus Meeting In The Annex 
Last Meeting For Autumn Wed Classes 1 

No Wednesday Servic~s 
No Classes Or Junior Worship 

Purp·ose Statements Wanted 
During the next few months the elders and staff 
will be leading Northland through the process of 
rediscovering and clarifying our purpose as a 
congregation. As part of this effort we are seeking 
your input. Please compose a single sentence or 
phrase of not more than 50 words that expresses 
what you think the purpose of our 'congregation is 
or ought to_be. Write your "purpose statement" on 
a 3x5 inch card, sign your name, and give it to 
one of the elders or evangelists by Sunday, Dec 1. 

There will be a Women's Ministry planning session 1------- ----- ----------c 
on Monday, December 2nd at 7:30 p.m. in the au Contributions Attendance 
ditorium. 

Congratulations Last Week $5003 Weds 136 

Mark Binkley' and Susan Carpenter are pleased to 
announ~e their engagement to 'be married. 

Avg YTD $5201 Sun Class 170 

Sen'ices 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Russia $325 Sun AM 212 

AvgYTD $249 Sun PM 110 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Bantl\ardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg HW1t, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Mike Hipes,T~m Barnhardt 

I . 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Av.e. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Frustration ? 
Maybe you saw s'ome of the TV coverage recently after ValuJet Flight 592 
crashed in the Florida Everglades. One hundred four passengers and five 
crew members died when it nose-dived into snake and alli.gator infested 
waters. 

Terry Huckaby was running late and got to Miami International Airport aft~r 
the plane was scheduled to leave. Rushing and still hoping its departure 
had somehow been delayed so he could catch the flight, he made it to the 
gate only to discov~r the plane was indeed gone. 

Before trying to work out an alternate schedule, the frustrated man put $ 1 
in a vending machine - only to lose it. "I'm having a bad day," he said. "I 
missed my flight, and now I've lost a dollar." Someone behind the counter 
heard him and said, "No, you're the luckiest man alive. We just got word 
that your plane went down." What an abrupt call to reality that put his 
frustra~ion into perspective! 

And how are you feeling as i:ve kick off a new week? 

Day already off to a bad start? Maybe the :alarm didn't go off ... Or maybe 
1 you stopped for coffee at the drive-through on you way in only to spill it in 

your lap when a Neanderthal in a sports car cut you off: But you made it'
So don't lose the rest of the day fuming over what can't be changed. 

.! Frustrated with a ... complaint left over from last Thursday? Hey, be thankful 
§ you have a complaint to handli:. Some ... have gone bankrupt since last , 
:C: · Thursday. And somebody who took a complaint last Thursday died over 
ari' 
Q) 

~ 
~ 

the weekend of a heart attack or in a' plane crash. 

Feeling guilty about snapping at your wife or husband this morning? Okay1 

so now your mate knows you're human! I'll bet it came as no surprise. The 
surprise might be if you were to ... apologize - and make a datelfor dinner 
out. 

~ Like the guy who missed his plane and lost a dollar in the vending machine 
~ only to find out it wasn't such a "bad dai' after all, maybe yo~ need to put 
..; a few things in perspective before going further ... Take a deep breath. 
~ Lighten up. The attitude you take to your next duty or challenge could im-
,! prove considerably just by thinking about what could have been - but 
i wasn't. 
:::.. 
~ -Rubel Shelly 



Ser11ing 6od 

"WHOSE CHURCH?" 

When we hear religious people talking about the 
religious bodies of which they are members they 
very often use the term "my church" or "our 
church". Have you ever stopped to think whose 
church you attend? Is it "my church", ~·our 
church"~ or the Lord's church? 

"MY CHURCH" ,as it is used in the Bibre shows 
that the church belongs to the Lord. "Upon this 
rock I will build my church." (Matthew 16: 18) 
While men take pride in those churches to 
which they be Ion~, we should' concern 
ourselves with being a member of the church of 
which our Lord Jesus Christ referred to ~s "My 
church". This is not a denomination nor even all 
the' denominations but is simply the New 
Testament Church of Christ. 

THE CHURCH IS THE LORD'S by virtue of two 
main reasons: 

1. HE PU~CHASED IT WITH HIS OWN 
BLOOD. "Take heed therefore unto yourself, 
and to all t.he flock, over ~hich the Hol'y Ghost 
hath made you overseers, to feed .the church of 
God, which he hath purchased With his owri 
blood." (Acts 20:28) Those who have been 
saved or redeemed by His blood make up the 
membership of Christ's church. 

2. HE HAS SUPREME RUL.E OVER IT. "He is 
the head of the body." (Colossians 1: 18) He is 
the "King eternal, irrimortal, invisible, the only . 
wise God ... " (1 Timothy 1 :17). It is His body, 
His kingdom, His church. He rules over it with 

his "Last will and Testament" (THE NEW 
TESTAMENT). Only Chr'ist has the right to talk 
about "My church" in the true sense of the word 
because only He purchased it with His blood 

, and rules over it. 

2 

I HAVE NO CHURCH. BL1t I thank God daily 
that he allows me to be a member of the Lord's 
church. Most religious bodies have established 
rules and terms of admittance into their 
membership. Some require a vote of the 
present members upon the candidate for 
membership. 

The Lord who built, owns, and rules his Church 
says who shall be in it, and how. He does.the 
admitting. "And the Lord added to the church 
daily such as should be saved." (Ads 2:47) 

When we find how men are saved, then we will 
know who is in the Lord's church. "He that 
believeth and is baptized will be saved; but he 
.that believeth not shall _be damned." (Mark 
16:16) "Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 
of sins." (Acts 2:38) 

Some religious bodies teach that one is saved 
before baptism and that he is then baptized into 
that religious body. Such doctrine is directly 
opposed to the Lord's tea~hing as seen from the 
passages above. To be in the "LORD'S 
CHURCH" men need to heed His words. 

. -Charles Box 

FamilyF11n 

NORTHLAND FILL-IN 'puzzul: 

To solve the puzzle, first answer as many of the clues as you can. Then enter the letters from your answers 
into the diagram, a~cording to the riumbers. For example, the answer to clue A) is "CHILD", so #13 is C, 
#19 is H, and so on. After you have guessed as many clu~s as possible, us~ the letters you have to try to 
guess the missing letters in the diagram. When you are finished, the diagram will spell out a Scripture. See 
if you know what book and chapter it is from. (Note: all Scriptures are quoted from the NIV) .. The answer, 
and a new puzzle, will appear in next week's bulletin. - Mark Gamer 

(1)_ (2)_ (3)_ ' (4)_ (5)__:_ (6)_ (7)_ (8)_ (9)~ (10)_ 

(11)_ (12)_ (13)_ (14)_ (15)_ (16)_ (17)_ (18)_ (19)_ (20)~ 

(21)_ (22)_ (23)..,...- (24)--,-, (25)_ (26)_ (27)_ (28)_ (29)--' (30)_ ; 

(31)_ (32)_ (33)_ (34)_ (35)_ (36)_ (37)_ (38)_ 

(39).,.- (40)_ (41)_ (42)_ (43)_ (44)_ (45)_ {46)_ (47)_ (48)_ (49)_ ' 
'' 

(50)_ (51)_ (52)_ (53)_ (54)_ (55)_ (56)_ (57)_ (58)_ 

(59)_ (60)_ (61)_ (62)_ (63)_ • 

CLUES 
A) "For to us a_ is born" 
B) The "S" in c.o.c.~. 
C) Every Christian must have it 
D) We_ God, & also the lost 
E) An eider's first name 
F) "-on to the good" 
G) He led rebuilding of the walls 

(13)_ (19)_ (36)_ (43)_ (62)_ 
(10)_ (42)_ (48)_ (51)_ (54)_ (14)_ 
(27)_ (44)_ (57)_ (1)_ (4)_ 
(34)_ (49)_ (3)_ (53)_ 
(55)_ (16)_ (60)_ (9)_ (35) ___:_ 
(2)_ (41)_ (22)_ (30)_ 

(61)_ (5)_ (32)_ (37)_ (46)_ (45)_ (15)_ (56)_ 
H) Brenda Allen's major at OSU 

(21)_ (33)_ (23)_ (28)_ (40)_ (6)_ (39)_ (59)_ (25)_ 
I) "Godly ___:_ brings repentance" (38)_ (26)_ (52)_ (24)_ (29)_ (50) 
J) Carver, Sims, or Callas (58)_ (31)_ (20)_ (7)_ (12)_ 
K) God_ Abraham at Moriah (18)_ (8)_ (63)_ (47)_ (17)_ (11)_ 

3 

., 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
Food Pantry is in need of the following: peanut 
butter, jelly, pancake mix, pancake syrup, 
canned fruit, canned juice, paper towels, tuna 
helper, ramen noodles. ' 

Women's Cookie Exchange 
Come share the Holiday Spirit at the Women's 
Cookie Exchange Saturday, December 14th at 
10:00 a.rri. at the home of Lora Bradley. See the 
bulletin board for flyer with information and 
map. 

Ladies 
There will be a Women's Ministry planning ses
sion on Monday, December 2nd at 7:30 p.m. in 
the auditorium. 

Dinner At Monaco's Palace! 
A dinner is being planned for Monday, Dec 2, at 
6:30 pm at Monaco's. Palace, 4555 Cleveland 
Ave., by Ohio Valley College. Th.~ . college will 
supplement A portion of the expense, and tickets 
are only $5.00 each. You may obtain these tick
ets from Roy Estep. This year, the college has a 
tremendous opportunity unlike any since it be

December 
4 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
7 COCS-Math Olympics 
9 Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
14 Leadership Meeting 
14 Women's Cookie Exchange 
15 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
15 Worship At Willow Brook 
18 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
18 Last Meeting.For Autumn Wed Classes 
25 No Wednesday Services 
29 No Classes or Junior Worship 

Purpose Statements Wanted 
During the next few months the elders and staff 
will be leading Nprthland through the process 
of rediscovering and clarifying our purpose as a 
congregation. As part of this effort we are 
seeking your input. Please compose a single 
sentence or phrase of not more than 50 words 
that expresses what you think the purpose of 
our congregation is o'r ought to be. Write your 
"purpose statement" on a 3x5 card, sign your 
name, and give it to one of the elders today. 

gan in 1960. College plans for the future are criti-1--------------------1 
cal in educating and strengthening the spiritual 
life of our young people along with providing_ 
dedicated and talented leadership for future· 
Church growth. We invite you to be a part of 
OVC's excitement and look forward to being 
with you and sharing information about the fu
ture of the college .. -Roy Estep 

Contributions 

Last Week $5315 

Avg YTD $5204 

Russia · $219 

Avg YTD $248 

Attendance 

Weds 149 

Sun Class 130 

Sun AM 240 

Sun PM 97 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, ~teve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie' Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Love 

As I raced down the empty streets, my heart was pounding. Morning 
had come and I had proceeded as normal to the place where he was 
staying. Only he wasn't there. At first I thought nothing was wrong. I 
assumed he had simply gone to the synagogue as he did every morn
ing. But when I did not find him there, I remembered what he had said 
during supper the night before. I left the empty temple and rushed to 
the outskirts of town. I had just reached the city gates when I heard it. 
The sound of a hammer striking a nail. Terror and dismay froze my 
heart and tears began to stream down my face. No, I thought franti
cally. I told him there was no need. I was· the last. Why should he 
care about me? Finally, I reached the hill and saw a terrible sight. He 
was laying there with a hammer clutched in his one free hand. As I 
climbed closer, words of protest ready on my lips, a strange thing hap
pened. Out of the clear blue, a man appeared. A miracle, I thought, 
and I rushed over to help him free my Master. But instead of freeing 
him, the ~an took the hammer and drove the final nail into his palm. 

"No!" I screamed. 

In horror, I watched as the man dropped the hammer and raised the 
cross into the hole that had been pr~pared. Then the man disappeared. 

I 

I slowly approached the cross, looking at Jesus as he hung there gasp-
ing for breath. 

"Why Lord?" I cried as tears poured down my face. "The plague took 
everyone but me. Why?" 

With his final breath he answered ·me. 

"Love." 
-Jennifer Cvelbar 

"And so we know and rely on the love God 
has for us. God is lo'l:Je. Whoev~ live-s in 

lo'IJe lives in God, and God .irr. him.~' 
1/ohn 4:16 
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Family Ti111e 

5;r 
BlRlllDA"l' CAADLE 

FACTORY 

"BETTER START POU~JNG ON THE OVERTIME. rrs 
, . I 

JUST TWO WEEKS UNTIL METHU5ELAH•s 5tRTHDAY." 
SEE GENE615 5:27. 
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Family fun 

NOIUHLAND FILL-IN #2 

' . ' 
First answer as many of the .clues as you can. Then enter the letters from your answers into the 
diagram ~ according to-the numbers. When you finish, the diagram will spell out a Scripture. See if 
you can tell what book and chapter it is from. (Note: all Scriptures are quoted from the NIV). The 
answer, and a new puzzle, will appear in next week's bulletin. - Mark.Garner 

"(1)_ (2)_ (3)_ (4)_ (5)~ (6)_ (.7).:_ (8)_ (9)_ 

' ' 
(10)_ (11)_ (12)_ ,(13)_ (14)_ (15)_ ," 

. ' 
(16)_ (17)_ (18)...:... (19)_ (20)_ (21)_ (22)_ (23)--1 (24)_ (25)_ (2())_ 

(27)_ (28)_ (29)_ (30)_' ' "(31)_ (32)_ (33)_ (34)_ (35)_ 

-(36)_ (37)_ (38)_ (39)_ (40)_ (41}_.: (42)_:_ (43)~ (44)_ 

(45)_ (46)_ (47)_ (48)_ (49)_ (50)_ (51)_ (52)_ (53)_ (54)_ (55)_" 

CLUES 
A) "Do not love the_ ... " (31)_ (49)_ (21)_ (27)_ (16) 
.8) NiChole, Nakeisha, NaStasha, or David, Jr. 

C) Ezekiel saw several in the air 
D) John & Lora's daughter 
E) A food pon Milnor hates 

(41)_ (19)..:_ (38)_ (43L.,. (52)_ 
(47)_ (2)_, (7)_ (17)_ (39)_ (9)_ ' 
(20)_ (30)_ (29)~ (5)_ (26)~ (34)_ (54)_ (3)_ 
(10)_ (25)_ (33)_:_ (46)_ (23)_ (51)-'-

F) Song after a sermon 
(37)_ (45)_ (50)_ (35)~ (1)_ (53)_ (4)_ (8)_ (28)~ (14)_ 

G) NY town the Hipes' moved from 
(48)_ (11)_ (6)_ (40)_ (44)_ (18)_ (42)_ 

H) " ... sons of Zion, once worth their_ in gold" 
(36)_ (22)_ (13)_ (15)_: (32)_ (55)~ 

I) A Northland evangelist (init.) · (24)_ (12) . -

Last week's Scripture: "The .hec;ivens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his 
hands." (Psalm 19: 1) 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
December 18th will be our Christmas give-away 
from the Food Pantry. We may need extra help 
to prepare the boxes. Thank you for previous 
food, both from COCS and some very helpful 
members. 

Women's Cookie Exchange 
Come share the Holiday Spirit at the Women's 
Cookie Exchange Saturday, December 14th at 
10:00 a.m. at the home of Lora Bradley. See the 
bulletin board for flyer with info and map, 

Music At COCS 
Central Ohio Christian School invites you to 
their annual Christmas concert next Tuesday 
night, December 10th at 7 p.m. Our children, 
kindergartners - 6th graders; will sing. The band 
will play in the annex as entertainment as we en
joy cookies and punch. You are invited. 
The COCS c.horus has been invited again to sing 
in Northland Mall as part of their Christmas mu
sic entertainment. Our date is Tuesday, Decem
ber 17th at 1 p.m. Stop by and be part of our au
dien'ce. Next week the band will participate with 
five other bands in a band festival program. 

Welcome · 
Tony and Karen Williams and their children, 
Mykesha and Tony, have placed membership. 
Their address is 4054 Burnell Circle E., <'.:olum
bus, OH 43224. Phone 476-3211. 

9 
14 
14 
15 
15 
18 
18 
25 
29 

December 

Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
Leadership Meeting 
Women's Cookie Exchange 
50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Worship At Willow Brook 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Last Meeting For Autumn Wed Classes 
No Wednesday Services 
No Classes Or Junior Worship 

Thank You's 
Gratefully acknowledging and thank you for the 
flowers and your kind expression of sympathy. 
Thank you for your thoughts in our time of 
sorn;>w. The Oyer Family (Flo Baxter) 

Thank you to all the people who helped to 
make the Thanksgiving Celebration a success. 

Leon & Gladys 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $4565 Weds 

AvgYTD ,$5191 SunClass 

Russia $21 7 Sun AM 

AvgYTD $247 Sun PM 

165 

120 

208 

109 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday, Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:3.0 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thqme 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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MyPraye~ 

Dear Lord, give me patience, 

Through what I have chosen to do. 
I 

I am prepared to give my life, 

So that I may work for you. 

I ask you for patience, 

For the hill that I will climb. 

And keep me from temp_tations, 

So your glory I will find. 

Bless me with your wisdom, 

So my understanding and knowledge will grow. 

Give unto me armor, 

To protect me from the foe . 

And be with me in the valley, 

Where the shadow of death doth roam. 

Comfort me with your rod and _staff, 

Unti I you cal I me home. 

" Terry Lathrop 



Serving6od 
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MEMENTOS 

Approximately one half of my son's wardrobe is 
navy blue. Not.because it's his favorite color, or 
even mine. But because he is a major Dallas 
Cowboys fan. Last Christmas (as usually 
happens when someone makes his preference 
for something known) his gifts from friends and 
relatives were Dallas Cowboys intensive. From 
clothes to key chains he was deluged. 

At the same time, I managed to persuade my 
husband to buy a kitten for me as my gift. I am a 
true cat lover. Mark, on the other hand, is of the 
dog persuasion. So his capitulation was a 
genuine demonstration of his love for me. Not 
only did he agree but we searched the city high 
and low for the perfect kitten. (Mark claims that 
"perfect kitten" is an oxymoron!) For three days 
and nights we p'rayed and .searched and finally 
three days before Christmas we found her at the 
home of a private breeder. She is a cream 
colored Himalayan/Siamese mix. Kiri kitty has 
become a pampered and cherished member of 
our family. At the risk of Mark's reputation as an 
avowed cat hater, I'll share that even he is 
enamored of her. 

Now, what happens when you combine an 
almost white cat with a wardrobe full of navy 
blue clothes? You guessed it! My son is a 
walking barometer of shedding season. I 
sometimes get concerned that he'll be attacked 
by animal rights activists for wearing fur! 

Last Sunday in Church just as I was preparing to 
take Communion I spied a single fur attached to 
J.D.'s Cowboys sweat shirt. As I listened to the 

2 

man in the pulpit talk about remembering Jesus 
and what he did for us I reached over and 
picked the stray fur off of my son's back. As I 
held it up to show J.D. we both smiled at the 
remembrance of our beloved kitty that the small 
fur evoked. 

As I returned to my remembrance of Jesus the 
significance of what had just taken place hit me. 
It is amazing how one small fur can evoke a 
deep and loving memory of our kitten. A 
minute physical token sparks a deep heartfelt 
memory and the desire to cherish what she 
brings to our lives. The physical kindles the 
spiritual. That's exactly what communion is 
about! A small physical memento to inspire a 
deep and loving spiritual memory. A small 
piece of bread and a sip of wine ignite a fire 
storm of emotion as we remember our Lord and 
His sacrifice on our behalf. Those emotions 
fuel a regenerati,on of our commitment to Him 
and a desire to return His love by sacrificing our 
own lives. Amazing! 

As always, Father knows best! 

Diana Morris 

"Let· us fix aur eyes on Jesus, 
the author and perfecter of 

our faith, who for the joy set 
before him enduted the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat 

down .at the right hand of the 
throne of God.,, 

Hebr:ews 12:2 

Family Fun 

NORTHLAND Fill-IN #3 

First answer as many of the clues as you can. Then enter the l~tters from your answers fnto the 
diagram, according to the numbers. This time, the diagram will spell out a Bible trivia question. 
See if you can answer it! (Note: all Scriptures in the clues are quoted from the NIV). The 
answer, and a new puzzle, will appear in next week's bulletin. - Mark Garner 

(1)_ (2)_ (3)_:. (4)_ (5)_ (6)_ (7)_ (8)_ (9)_ (10)_ (11)_ (12)_ 

(13)_ (14)_ (15)_ (16)_ (17)_ (18)~ (19)_ (20)_ (21)_ (22)_ (23)_ 

(24)_ (25)_ (26)_ (27)_ (28)_ (29)_ (30)_ (31)_ 

(32)_ (33)_ (34)_ (35)_ (36)_ (37)_ (38)_ (39)_ (40)_ (41)_ (42)_ (43)_ (44)_ 

(45)_ (46)_ (47)_ (48)_ (49)_ (50)_ (51)_:_ (52)_ (53)_ (54)_ (55)_? 

CLUES 
A) "Many are called but_ are chosen" (1'8)_ (22)_ (35)_ ' 
B) A Moore, or a prophet (15)_·(20)_ (33)_ (48)_ (26)_ (8)_ 
C) "I will_ and not delay ... " (2)_ (11)_ (25)_ (28)_ (31)_ (36) 
D) Animals entered the ark in_ (4)_ (19)_ (45)_ (38)_ 

-E) Dot's daughter (47)_ (41)_ (10)_ (6)_ (44)_ 
F) "They_ the stone rolled away" (46)_ (14)_ (24)_ (50)_ (27)_ 
G) An Evans, or the hometown of Mary, Martha & Lazarus 

H) "We were by nature objects of _" 
I) Jim Robbins operates it 

(5)_ (43)_ (54)_ (40)_ (3)_ (49)_ (16)_ 
(1)_ (52)_ (37)_ (21)_ (55)_ 

(7)_:_ (9)_ (13)_ (12)_ (53) _ 
(30)_ (34)_ (29)_ (32)_ (42)_ (39)_ (17)_ (23)_ (51)_ 

Last week's Scripture: "The .time is coming," declares the Lord, "when I will make a new 
covenant" Ueremiah 31:31, also quoted in Hebrews 8:8) 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry News 
Thank you for helping and bringing food during 
the past year. We need people to sign up to help 
fill orders beginning in January. Please see the , 
sign up sheet in the hall by the office. The pantry 
will be closed both Dec. 25th and Jan 1st. 

15 
15 
18 
18 

1 22 

Calenda1· 
December 

SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Worship At Willow Brook -
SO's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Last Meeting For Autumn Wed Classes 
Last Meeting For Autumn Sunday 
Classes -

You Preach -First 
25 

The First sermon preached each Sunday is not by I 29 
the minister, but by you! 

No Wednesday Services 
No Classes Or Junior Worship 

You Preach a message of ~ood cheer whe:n you 
say "Good Morning!" to those you meet when 
you park your car and when you are in the hall
way and classroom. 
You preach a message of "Welcome! We have 
room for you!" when you slide over in the pew 
instead of forcing others to squeeze in front of 
you. 
You preach a message of hope and joy when 
you sing enthusiastically during the song service. 
You preach a message of respect when you listen 
attentively while the preacher is speaking. 
You preach a message of love when you smile, 
say "hello" and introduce yourself to visito~s. 
You preach a message about the importance of 
the scriptures when you bring your Bible. . 

I 

Many messages are preached before the minister 
stands up to bring his message. If your message 
is positive and consistent, then the message 
given from the pulpit will be much better re
ceived. 
Come each Sunday prepared to preach your 
sermon! -The Lord's Way' 

1' 

January 
No Wednesday Services 
Deacons Meeting 8:00 am 5 

8 
13 
22 

SO''s Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
SO's Plus Meeting In The Annex 

Drive Carefully 

As you prepare to travel this Holiday season 
Remember - "DO' not drive faster than God's 
angel's can fly." 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

Avg YTD 

$2l841 Weds 

$5184 Sun Class 

$154 Sun AM 

$245 Sun PM 

142 

130 

206 

97 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
lO:lO am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: ~eon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzmi, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Mike Ripes, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cle\leland A\le. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Testing Sincerity 

~incerity. A beautiful quality, greatly admired by all right thinking peo
ple. The loss of it is the loss of a vital power. Froude said, "Of all the 
evil spirits abroad at this hour_ in the world, insincerity is the most dan
gerous." 

Did you know that one way to test a person's sincerity is to look at his 
giving? Paul did. He wrote a letter to the Corinthians in which he 
urged them to be generous in their giving. He said, "I speak not by 
commandment, but...to prove the sincerity, of your love" (2 Corinthians 
8:8). Paul was testing the Corinthians, and waiting to see what the re
sults would be. 

Sincerity is being tested every time the contribution plate is passed. The 
mount I contribute tells of the shallowness, or the depth of my love. 

Paul had no doubt about the churches of Macedonia. Their love was 
great. They were experiencing a great trial of affliction and deep 
poverty, yet their joy in Christ was so great that they gave beyond their 
power. And Paul commended them for "the riches of their liberality," 

In over forty years of preaching I am amazed at the giving of people. I 
see some with modest salaries, small houses, and old cars give almost 
$200 a week. And others, with more than twice the income, give $25. 
That's not right! There should be equality. 

Furthermore, that which. is given should not be offered "grudgingly, or 
of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver." My attitude in giving is 
important. It's going to reflect either sincerity or insincerity. 

An important question. Will ~prove the sincerity of my love? . 
John Gipson 

''Love must be $incere. Hate wh4t is evil; cling to what 
is good1 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. 

Honor one another above yours-elves." 
Rom-ans 12:9-10 



Serving6od 

FOUL FOWL 

"The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, 
which a man took and sowed in his field; and 

, this is smaller than all other seeds; but when it is 
full grown, it is larger than the garden plants, 
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air 
come and next in its branches" (Matt. 13:31,32). 
Christ's reference to birds can be interpreted 
either positively or negatively. From the former 
perspective, the kingdom provides a place of 
shelter, a place to nest and call home, a source 
of food and nourishment. From the latter 
perspective, these birds may represent that 
undesirable element in the world which flocks to 
the kingdom merely to rob it of its fruit, peck 
holes in its structure, or drive away those who 
genuinely seek a place to nest. Such foul fowl 
do more damage than good, and need to be 
driven away. Consider carefully the following 
feathered felons. Are any nesting among our 
branches? 

The Parrot - This bird has a talent for 
repeating what someone else has said. One· 
must exercise great caution around a parrot, for 
what you say may be repeated when you least 
expect it. "Don't tell anyone, but have you 
heard ... " is a phrase that can lead to "fruit & seed 
robbing" in the kingdom. 

The Fan-Tail Pigeon - This is a strutting 
bird, one which loves to show off. This "church 
bird" must always be the center of attention. 
When denied the spotlight it will generally fly to 
another tree where it is more greatly 
appreciated. 

The Hawk - This bird has an extremely 
sharp eye. It can spot a flaw a mile away. He 
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can list every error the preacher made in a 
sermon, every song incorrectly pitched or led, 
every failing of every member. The hawk is a 
bird of prey which looks for weaknesses ... and 
then swoops in for the kill . 

The Jay Bird - Often tailed the fussing 
bird, they feel the· "divine call" to sound the 
alarm and raise a ruckus whenever they spot 
something that doesn't suit them. Most of their 
time is spent squawking over matters of little or 
no consequence. 

The Bat - Though not really a bird, from 
a distance it may appear to be one. Viewed up 
close it can be seen to be another species: "A rat 
with wings!" A pretender, a hypocrite. 

The Crow - This bird is a thief. It slips 
into a field another has planted and cultivated, 
and steals the grain, thus robbing another of the 
fruit of his labor. It always squawks loudly 
when caught. 

The Swan - This is a very beautiful bird~ 
but very flighty. It calls no particular pond 
home, but wanders from pond to pond. Never 
satisfied with where it's at, it searches 
ceaselessly for that perfect pond ... never finding 
it! 

See Isaiah 40:30-31 for the type of bird God 
would want us to be. 

Al Maxey 

"Even youths grow tired and 
weary, and young men stumble and 

fall; but those who hope in the 
LORD will renew. their strength. 

They will soar on wings Zike eagles; 
they will rnn and, not.grow weary, 
they will walk and not be faint." 

Isaiah 40:30-31 

Fa111ily Fun 

NORTHLAND FILL-IN #4 

First answer as many of the clues as you can. Then 1enter the letters from your answers into 
the diagram, according to the numbers. The diagram will spell out a Bible trivia question. 
See if you can answer it! (Note: all Scriptures in the clues are quoted from the NIV). The 
answer, and a new puzzle, will appear in next week'·s bulletin. - Mark Garner 

(1)_ (2)_ (3)_ (4)_ (5)_ (6)_ (7)_ 

(8)_ (9)_ (1 O)_ (11 )_ (12)-'- (13)_ (14)_ (15)_ (16)_ . (17)_ (18)_ (19)_ (20)_ 

(21)_ (22)_ (23)_ (24)_ (25)_ (26)_ (27,)_ (28)_ (29)_ 

(30)_ (31)_ (32)_ (33)_ (34)_ (35)_ (36)_ (37)_ (38)_ (39)_ (40)_ 

(41)_ (42)_: (43)_ (44)_ (45)_ (46)_ (47)_ (48)_ (49)_ (50)_ (51)_ (52)_ (53)_ (54)_? 

CLUES 
A) "They were reclining at the_" 
B) State Tam my Chatfield was born in 
C) "A gentle and_ spirit" 
.D) "If even an animal_ the mountain" 
E) Dave Muir's favorite color 
F) Al Coate used to build them 
G) An epistle of Paul 
H) Christopher & Clarissa's mom 
I) The dov~ brought one to Noah 
J) A Barozzini, or an apostle 

(4)_ (12)_ (37)_ (34)_
1

(46)_ 
(13)_ (25)_ (42)_ (50)_ (30)_ 
(31)_ (39)_ (49)_ (9)_ (20)_ 
(8)_ (21)_ (32)_ (51)_,(44)_:_ (24)_ (54) 
(43)_ (28)_ (41)_ (53)_ (18)_ 
(2)_ (5)_ (17)_ (26)_ (47)_ (35)_ 
(16)_ (19)_ (40)_ (27)_ (10)_ 
(7)_ (38)_ (15)_ (48)_ (33)_ 
(6)_ (14)_ (3)_ (22)_ 
(23)_ (36)_ (11)_ (45)_ (52)_:_ (29)_ (1)_ 

Last week's puzzle: The diagram said, Wh.at biblical body of water used to be known as the 
Sea of Kinnereth? The answer is, the Sea of Galilee. 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry News 
Thank you for helping and bringing food during 
the past year. We need people to sign up to help 
fill orders beginning in January. Please see the 
sign up sheet in the hall by the office. The pantry 
wi II, be closed both Dec. 25th and Jan 1st. 

Holiday Schedule 
Please note the following changes during the 
hoHdays: 

Dec. 25th - No Wednesday'Services 
Dec. 29th - No 'classes or Junior Worship 
Jan. 1st - No Wednesday Services 

. Child Care Job Opportunity 
COCS has a part-time afternoon job available in 
the child care center. Contact Karen Brown for 
more information - 475-0335. 

Camp Dates 
We know that many of you need the dates for 

· camp __ as early as possible so you can arrange 
your vacation. This years date for Northwestern 
Ohio Christian Youth Camp is June 15-21 1997. 
Staff will nee,d to arrive on June 14th. Thank you 
for your help. 

Deacons Reports Coming Soon 
Look for articles CQming soon from the Deacons 
on their ministries. This will help you know what 
will be happening in the upcoming year. 

Winter Bible Classes 

Calendar 
December 

22 Last Meeting For Autumn Sunday Class 
25 No Wednesday Services 
;l9 No Classes Or Junior Worship, come, 

for regular worship 

January 

1 No Wednesday Services 
5 Deacons Meeting 8:00 am 
5 New Adult Bible Classes Start, Listen 

For Details From The Pulpit Soon 
8 - 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
13 Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
22 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 

Drive Carefully 

As you prepare to travel this Holiday season 
Remember - "Do not drive faster than God's 
angels can fly." 

Contributions Attendance 

last Week $5283 Weds 

Avg YTD $5186 Sun Class 

Winter adult classes will start January 5. There I Russia $275 

$246 

Sun AM 

103 

150 , 

239 
will be no devotional this time to present the 
classes, instead listen for details from the pulpit. I Avg YTD Sun PM · 128 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Seivice 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome _ 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam LesEe, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Becyl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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If Jesus Should Come Instead 

If Jesus should come in Santa Claus' stead, 
He'd not come with reindeer, sleigh bells or sled; 
A trumpet would herald His glorious approach 
And heavenly clouds would s~rve as His coach. (I Thess. 4:16-18) 

The Shekinah glory would make Christmas bright, 
With candles not needed for He'd be the light. 
We'd bow to His sovereignty on bended knee 
And forget all about Santa's glorified tree (Rev. 22:5-7). 

He'd not look for stockings, but hearts He could fill, 
' With love, joy and peace tucked in with good will. 

And folk would be trying to make all wrongs right, 
Confession and pardon would be their delight (Eph. 4:31,,32). 

No strife or vainglory would they pursue; 
But love and forgiveness be granted anew. 
Hearts would rejoice and souls would be fed, 
If Jesus should come in Santa Cla,us' stead (Phil 2:3-5). 

Think not too lightly of this simple rhyme, 
But stay on your guard! He is coming sometime. 
The day nor the hour w_e cannot avow; 
But would we be ready if He should come NOW ·(Matt. 25: 13)? 

-Pulpit Helps 

"Therefore keep watch, because you do not 
know the day or the h.our." ,1, 

Matthew25:13 



Fan1i/y Time 
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.. JOEL WENT JNTQ BETHLEHEM TO FIND ANOTHER 
JOB. HE WAS BORED Ar SITTING OUT HERE WITH 

NOTHING EVER HAPPENING .. " 5EE: Lu~ 2:8-15. 
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Fa1nilyFun 

NORTHLAND FILL-IN #5 

First answer as many of the clues as you can. Then el)ter the letters from your answers into the 
diagram, according to the numbers. The diagram will spell out a Bible trivia question. See if you can 
answer it! (Note: all Scriptures in the clues are .quoted from the NIV). The answer, and a new puzzle, 
will-appear in next week's bulletin. - Mark Carner 

(1)_ (2)_ (3)_ (4)_ (5)_ (6)_ (7)_ (8)_ (9)_ 

(10)_ (11)_ (12)_ (13)~ (14)_ (15)_ (16)_ (17)_ (18)_ (19)_ (20)_ (21).....;. (22)_ 

(23)_ (24)_ (25)_ (26)_ (27)_ (28)_ (29)_ (30)_:_ (31)_ (32)_ (33)_ (34)_ 

(35)_ (36)_ (37)_ (38)_ (39)_ (40)_ (41)_ (42)_ (43)_ (44)_ (45)_. 

(46)_ (47)_ (48)_ (4_9)_ (50)'- (51)_ (52)_ (53)_ (54)_ (55)_ (56)'- (57)_~ 

CLUES 
A) Mark, Jane, or Deirdre (1)_ (8)_ (22)_ (29)_ 
B) "-through the narrrow gate" (18)_ (28)_ (43)_ (50)_ (19) 
C) First two words of. the writing on the wall , 

(12)_ (15)_ (37)_-(47)_ (16)_ (25)_ (42)_ (55)_ 
D) "He gives all men life and_ and ... " -(35)_ (7)_ (33)_ (38)_ (52)_ (2) 
E) A Barnhardt, or a priest · (13)_ (23)_ (21)_ (31)_ (56)_ -
f) Virginia's last name (3)_ (14)_ '(34)_ (40)_ (10)_ (51)_ (20)_ (32):__ 
G) Satan does it to Christians (5)_ {45)_ (26)__:__ (17)_ (57)_ 
H) Beryl's wife, or Tanya R's middle name (39)_ (53)----,-- (24)_ (41)_ (27) 
I) "You do not know_ that time will come" (48)_ (44)_ (9)_ (46) 
J) A McVicker, or Paul's friend · (4)_ (30)~ (54)_ (11)=-(49):__ (6)_ (36)_ 

.Last week's puzzle: The· diagram said, What Old Testament Unit of measure equals about eighteen 
inches? The a,nswer is, a cubit. 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry News 
Thank you for helping and bringing food during 
the past year. We need people to sign up to help 
fill orders.b'eginning in January. Please see the 
sign up sheet in the hall by the office. The pantry 

) 

wil I be closed Jan 1st. 

Child Care Job Opportunity 
COCS has a part-time afternoon job available in 
the child care center. Contact Karen Brown for 
more information - 475-0335. 

Camp Dates 
We know that many of you need the dates for 
camp as early as possible so you can arrange 
your vacation. This years date for Northwestern 
Ohio Christian Youth Camp is June 15-21, 1997. 
Staff will need to arrive on June 14th. Thank you 
for your help. 

Deacons Reports Coming Soon 
Look for articles coming soon from the Deacons 
on their ministries. This will help you know what 
will be happening in the upcoming year. 

Winter Bible Classes 
Winter adult classes will start January 5. There 
will be no devotional this time to present the 
classes, instead listen for details from the pulpit. 
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Calendar 
January 

No Wednesday Services 
Deacons Meeting 8:00 am 
New Adult Bible Classes Start, Listen 
For Details From The Pulpit Soon 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Parent And Youth Workers Meeting 
50's Plu.s Meeting In The Annex 

New Years Eve Party 
There will be a new years eve party for singles 
and young marrieds at Beth Tignor's Home 
3794 Kellen Dr. Gahanna, on December 31st. 
7:30-. Call Beth or Tanya Roberts at 292-3028 
for any questions. Please bring games and 
snacks. 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

AvgYTD 

$5424 Weds 

$5190 Sun Class 

$245 Sun AM 

$246 Sun PM 

0 

127 

219 

72 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, 
John Bradley, Steve Carver, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Jack Evans, 
Don Gillespie, Greg Hunt, Lou Lawrence, Sam Leslie, Jack Mauersberg, 
David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters, Mark Morris, Charlie Yates 
Evangelists: Terry Moore, Mike Hipes,Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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They Lost The Game But Won! 

Billy and his teammates were disappointed and angry. They had 
lost the ball game to a team that had resorted to unnecessary 
roughness. 

Billy went home and told his mother, "Before the game we de
cided that we would try hard and not cheat or say any bad words . 
The fellows on the other team played rough, cheated and said 
bad words, and they won. God was on their side, Mother, not on 
ours." 

other saw how bad Billy felt. When Father came home, she 
told him what had happened. Father looked thoughtful. Then he 
went to Billy and said cheerfully, "Well, I heard you won today!" 

Billy said, "Then you heard wrong, because we didn't." 

"But, Billy, I heard that there were two contests. You won the 
more irnportan~ one." 

"What do you mean?" 
~ 

Father put his hand on Billy's shoulder and said, "My son, you 
lost the ball game, but you won in the big, important thing. You 
and your teammates conquered: anger, cheating, and bad lan
guage. You won, and I am proud of you!" 

A sudden smile came to Billy's face. "Why, that is so," he said. 
"God was on our side after all, wasn't He?" 

~ "The Lord knoweth how to de/ iver the godly out of temptations" 
~ (2 Pet. 2:9). 
~ -Sword of the Lord 
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Serving 6od 

THE UPPER ROOM 

Like a Polaroid photograph developing, we have 
the types of the Old Testament filling in with 
more and more detai l until at last we behold the 
Son of God, Jesus Christ. The innocent animal 
slain for the guilty in the Garden of Eden Is 
followed by the ram slain in Isaac's place. 
Abraham's promise, "God will provide Himself a ' 
lamb" is fulfilled when John the Baptist 
announces "Behold the Lamb of Cod." 

The foreshadow of the Lord-is found in the 
Burnt, Meal, Peace, Sin and Trespass Offerings 
found in Leviticus. These five offerings parallel 
the life and actions of the Lord. IN them we find 
an important lesson in these tumultuous times 
when people cry "Peace, peace but there is no 

'peace. " God and we are no longer at war. We 
will look at tne Sin and Peace offerings last in 
this article. 

Every portion of the Burnt offering was 
consumed for God's purpose. The Lord fulfilled 
this with His every action and _word, as He 
carried out the Father's will, not His own. 

The Meal offering symbolized the devoting of all 
our riches to fulfilling God's will . The Lord 
empties Himself of all the riches of t1is heavenly 
state. The One to whom all things belong had 
not even a place of His own. 

The Trespass offering was offered for the sinful 
acts we unknowingly commit. It was as they 
nailed Him to the cross the Lord showed the 
fulfillment of this when He said, "Father forgive 
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them, they know_ not what they do. " 

The Sin offering had to be offered outside the 
camp and none of this was to be eaten. the 
Lord, when He was made sin for us, was 
crucified outside of Jerusalem. · 

Lastly we have the Peace offering. In this 
offering God and man are-reconciled. They 
both come to the table and dine together. It 
was fulfilled the night before the Lord would die 
when they gathered for the last Passover in the 
upper room. 

Alm_ost 2,000 years have passed and times have 
not improved. All around us we see the proof 
of the gathering storm clouds of the dark powers 
of sin - just as they gathered against our Lord 
'that night. As the world proclaims a peace 
when there is no peace, we sit at the table with 
the Prince of Peace and He bestows upon , each 
of His subjects the peace that surpasses all 
understanding. 

Mike Gould 

I ' 

"The next day John saw Jesus 
coming toward him and said, 
Look, the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of the'worl4r' 
John 1:29 

FamilyF11n 
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NORTHLAND Fl LL-IN #6 

The diagram, when solved, spells out a Bible trivia question. See if' you can answer it! All Scripture 
quotes are from the NIV. The answer will appear in next week's bulletin . Hope you have enjoyed 
our traditional holiday puzzle series. - Mark Carner 

(1)_ (2)_ (3)_ (4)_ (5)_ (6)_ (7)_ (8)_ (9)_ (10)_ (11)_ 

(12)_-(13)_ (14)_ (15)_ (16)_ (17)_ (18)_ (19)_ (20)_ (21)_ (22)_ (23)_ (24)_ 

(25)_ (26)_ (27)_ (28),.-- (29)_ (30)_ (31)_ (32)_ (33)_ (34)_ (35)...:.. (36)_ 

(37)_ (38)_ (39)_ (40)_ (41)_ (42)_ (43)_ (44)_: (45)_ (46)_ (47)_:__ (48)_ (49)_ 

(50)_ (51)_ (52)_ (53)~ (54)_ (55)_ (56)_ (57)_ (58)_ (59)_ 

(60)_ (61)_ (62)_ (63)_ (64)_? 

CLUES 
A) God is our heavenly_ (26)_ (29)_ (37)_ (58)~ (64)_ (24) 
B) "Noble" city, or Phyllis H.'s birthplace (5)_ (18)_ (33)_ (39)_ (52) 
C) 2 of them fed 5000 (56)_ (50)_ (36)_ (28) 
D) Matthew was sitting at one (60)_ (46)_ (7)_ (12)_ (38) 
E) Dave Leslie made one for Northland (1)_ (23)_ (45)_ (11)_ (61)_ (31)_ (44) 
F) A name for the Bible (4)_ (9)_ (14)_ (22)_ (25)_ (55)_ (48) 
G) A Minor Prophet (51)_ (42)_ (2)_ (20)_ (17) 
H) Northland deacon who was happy on Nov 23 

(53)_ (59)_ (6)_ (19)_ (16)_ (62)_ (40)_ (3)_ (21)_ (34) 
I) "Now considered as_ of clay" (30)._ (47)_ (57)_'(15) 
J) Louisiai;ia town where Cheryl Muir was born ' 

(63)_ (1 O)_ (8)_ (41)_ (27)_ (13)_ (35)_ (43)_ (54)_ (32)_ (49) 

Last week's puzzle: The diagram said, What three Roman emperors are mentioned by name in the 
New Testament? Answer: Augustus (Luke 2:1), Tiberius (Luke 3:1), & Claudius (Acts 11:28, 18:2) . 
Note that "Caesar" was a name used by an entire line of emperors. In the N.T. it is used referring to 
these emperors and· also to Nero, but Nero is never referred to by his own name. 
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