
Family l11fo17nation 

New Bible Classes 
I 

New Adult Bible Classes start this week. See the 
stand in the foyer for all details about topics, 
teachers, etc. Please sign up for, the classes you 
plan on attending this winter so that the teachers 
will know how many to expect. 

Puzzle Answer 

The hidden narnes in last weeks puzzle were: 1 

1) Sally Dunkin 
2) Karen Susenna 
3) Tom Stafa 
4) Ray Thorne 
What they all have in common is that they all 
work at AT&T. 

Food Pantry Needs 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: hand soap, laundry soap, canned juice, 
coffee (instant, small), jelly. Thank You!! 

Calendar 

January 
8 New Adult Bible Classes Start 
13-15 Indian Springs Church Of Christ Seminar: 

Women's Role In The Church, See 
Bulletin Board For Details 

15 Elders/ Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8:00 all! 

Doctrine 
There is no doctrine better suited to man than 
that which teaches him his dual capacity for 
receiving and losing grace, on account of the 
dual danger to which he is always exposed of 
despair or pride 

Truth 
Truth is so obscured nowadays and lies so well 
established that unless we love the truth we 
shal I never recognize it. 

-Blaise Pascal 

Contributions Attendance 

l:ast Week $6198 Weds 165 

AvgYTD $6198 Sun Class 83 

Russia $241 Sun AM 202 

Avg Ytd $241 Sun PM 110 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elder~:Wilbµr Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9:30 am Ray Thome . 

10:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
5. 30 m Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7 
:
00 

P Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
• pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 

c How Jesus Saves Us 
Part One: He Became Human 

Christ's work as Mediator was unique: it was to restore us to divine 
favour and to make us sons of God, instead of sons of men; heirs of a 
heavenly kingdom instead of heirs of hell. Only the Son of God could do 
this by becoming the Son of man. He so received what is ours as to trans
fer to us what is his. What is his by nature can become ours by grace. Re
lying on this pledge, we trust that we are the sons of God, because the 
Son of God took upon himself a body like our body, flesh of our flesh, 
bone of our bone, that he might be one with us. He did not refuse to 
take what was distinctive to us, so that he in turn could give us what was 
distinctive to him. Thus he became both Son of Goa and Son of man, 
like us. He himself calls us his brothers when he says, 'I am returning to 
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God' Uohn 20:17). In 
this way we can be sure of our inheritance in the heavenly kingdom, be
cause the only Son of God, to whom it all belongs, has adopted us as 
brothers. If we are brothers, we are partners with him in his inheritance 
(Romans 8: 17). It was therefore essential that the one who was to be our 
redeemer should be truly God and truly man. He was to swallow up 
death, and only life could do that. He was to conquer sin, and only righ
teousness could do that. He was to scatter the powers of the air and earth 
and only a mighty power, superior to both, could do that. But God alone 
possesses life and righteousness, and the total rule of heaven. So God, in 
his infinite mercy, having resolved to redeem us, became our redeemer 
himself, in the person of his only begotten Son. -

Another vital factor in·9ur reconciliation with God was that man, who 
had lost himself by his disobedience, had to substitute obedience as a 
solution, to satisfy God's justice and pay the penalty of sin. So our Lord 
came as truly man, adopted the nature of Adam and took his name, so 
that he might, in his place, obey the Father; and so that he might offer 
our flesh as the price of satisfying the just judgment of God, and in the 
same flesh pay the penalty we had .incurred. Finally, since as God alone 
he could not suffer and as man alone he could not conquer death, he 
combined the hurnan nature with the divine. Then he could subject the 
weakness of the human to death, for an expiation of sin, and by the 
power of the divine could achieve for us victory over death. So those 
who rob Christ of divinity or humanity either detract from his glory or 
obscure his goodness. They hurt men too, undermining their faith which 
cannot stand without this foundation. 

John Calvin (1 559) 



Absorbed With Oneself 
ON BEING ABSORBED WITH ONESELF 

Not long ago I encountered in a book I was 
reading the expression "getting in tou~h with your 
feelings." This is, apparently, one of a half-dozen or 
so semi-psychological, semi-religious expressions 
currently in vogue which include "accepting , 
yourself," "affirming your self-worth" and "learning 
who you are." 

What primarily.concerns me about these phrases 
is the degree of preoccupati~n with one's self that 
they reflect. 

I was similarly concerned by a testimony I heard 
sometime ago from a young Christian woman. She 
said that a few days earlier she had faced a 
particularly trying day. There were diapers to wash 
and other responsibilities to care for in connection 
with her child. She had also agreed to care for two 
neighbor children that day. Additiorially there was 
some work that had to be completed for her 
husband. 

She reported that she felt so overwhelmed by al I 
these responsibilities she was sure she would not 
make it through the day without God's help. Her · 
testimony affirmed her appreciation too God for 
sustaining her through such a tremendously trying 
period. 
Absorbed With Her Own Needs 

While I rejoiced with her over God's care for her, 
I wondered at her designation of these proh>l~ms as 
overwhelming, and I was di.sturbed at the absorption 
with her own needs revealed in her words. If a 
Christian has an awareness of such really 
momentous issues as the lost condition of neighbors, 
the masses i"n the world who are homeless refugees, 
the many who are being senselessly slaughtered in 
the Middle East .and the billion-plus people in our 
world yet untouched by a gospel witness, should not 
these kinds of things be her burden? 

It seems to me that Christians in our day are 
increasingly absorbed by concerns about themselves, 

· their feelings and their needs. 

Should Preaching "Scratch Their Itch "1 
In my opinion this is encouraged by a lot of 

present-day preaching. We are told that preaching 
must speak to people's needs. It must "touch their 
lives where they are." It must "scratch where they 
itch." This advice, we are assured, is validated by 
surveys showing that people 1appreciate above al I else 
messages which help them cope with daily problems. 

But we should be reminded that a preacher ought 
to be more conce.rned about giving people what they 
should receive than about giving them what they 
want. There is certainly a place in the ministry of the· 
church for encouraging and counseling instruction 
that touches on the practical. problems the average 
individual faces. But frequently the attention of 
people should be called away from themselves to be 
focused on God, upon the needs of other people, 
upon the cause of Christ and upon the agonies of a 
desperately lost world. 
Jesus Is Our Great Example 

1esus said we are to love god and to love others. 
He did mention loving ourselves, but He made that 
no imperative. Paul wrote, "Each of you should look 
not only to your own interests, but also to the 
interests of others." Our great example is Jesus who 
forgot Himself in His p'assion to glorify God and to 
minister to others. 

A preoccupation with one's feelings and needs 
and desires is a manifestation of childishness. We 
are to.go on to maturity .. 

A.constant concern about personal problems is 
unwholesome. These become magnified to us all out 
of proportion, and this leads to greater and greater 
feelings of concern µntil we lose sight of reality. · 

The most fulfilled and happy and well-balanced 
people in the world are those who do not worry 
about being fu lfi I led and 'happy and wel I-balanced. 
They are people ·all taken up with loving God and 
serving people aroun~ them 

Instead of getting in tciuch with oyr own feelings 
we should be tuned-in to. the cries of the perishing. 
Instead of affirming our own worth we should be' 
exalting God. Rather than learni'ng who we are we 
should be learning who God is. Let.us get our eyes 
off ourselves. ' -Maurice R. Irvin 
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lessons F1·om Ruth 

REFUGE IN GOD: 
LESSONS FROM RUTH 

Part One: lntroductio_n to t~e Book 

Without powerful characters, fierce military bat
tles, or exciting miracles that would hold the 
short attention spans of modern Christians, the 
book of Ruth attracts little attention .in the . 
church today. Yet si11ce most of us aren't pow
erful; fierce or dramatic, the book has more to 
say to the average Christian (man Q( woman) 
than do the more exciting accounts of kings and 
generals. 

The story of Ruth centers on one family's strug- · 
gle for security, peace and refuge; it is about 
victory in the search for these. Ruth and Naomi 
are heroines of a different kind, a quieter kind, 
than characters s1,1ch as David or Moses, whose 
victories were on such a grand scale. But how 
many of us will defeat armies single-handedly? 
How many-of us will lead a·nation? How many 
of us would even wish to? And, even for those 
few of us who may one day be called upon to 
fulfill such roles, having won the quieter but 
deeper victories that Ruth won will bring more 
genuine success in these more visible fights. 

The theme verse of Ruth is 2: 12 - "Ma,y the Lord 
repay you for what you have done. May you 
be richly rewarded by the Lord, the Cod of Is
rael, under whose wings you have come to take 
refuge." Ruth and her family, like most of us, 
were looking for refuge and protection from the 
world's troubles and sadness. Ruth wa~ not 
even orie of God's own people, but since she 

had a basic nature of kindness and loyalty, God 
was able to use these to. bless her, to reveal him:: 
self to her, and to involve her in his plans. 

Here are some other themes to remember as we 
study Ruth over the next few weeks: 

• I 

1) Strug17le and Searching Things did not come 
easily for Ruth or for those she was close to. But 
to God, the difficulties, the questions, the explo
ration of those who truly want to kn_ow him are 
of great value. Many Christians are no different 
from pagans: they want quick, effortless victo
ries. Immature Christians even think that to ex
f)ect things to come easily is a sign of "faith". 
But those who, like Ruth, arrive at the truth and 
gain their victories by overcoming obstacles, 
through extended searching and waiting, find 
those victories to be far more satisfying and last-. . 
mg. 

2) Part of A Plan God is a Master at weaving to
gether plans for an individual on a small scale 
with plans for his people on a large scale. 
Joseph and David are two of the better known 
examples of this; here in Ruth we will see the 
same principle at work. God works to meet 
Ruth's needs and to repay her for her patience 
and kindness, and simultaneously fulfills an im
portant part of his eternal plan. Along with this 
concept, remember the importance of the 
"ordinary". God attaches importance to events 
and actions that aren't exciting enough to grab 
the attention of humans. 

-Mark Carner 
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Fa1ni/y /11formatio11 

Food Pantry 

Sometimes we wonder how effective the 
ministry of the Food Pantry really is-then we 
receive a note like this one, and we are most 
happy to know that others are blessed, and God 
is glorified. , 

Howdy folks, I wanted to thank all of you 
very much for helping me in my time of need. I 
never expected so much food and kindness. 

Everybody that came in the church while I 
was waiting introduced themselves to me and 
smiled. I've never felt so welcome and been 
made to feel like a person in ages. I really 

1-·appreciated the help with some food, but the 
;~~piritual uplift was just overwhelming; 
"''God bless you. 

L.B. 

(If you would like tO help serve people in this 
way, the Food Pantry is in need of helpers on 
Wednesday and food items for the pantry.) 

Bible Classes 

New winter Bible Classes began last week, see 
the stand in the foyer for details. Please sign up 
if you haven't already. 

Cale11dar 

January 
13-15 Indian Springs Church Of Christ Seminar: 

Women's Role In The Church, See 
Bulletin Board For ·Details 

15 . Elders/ Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
16 Girls Night Out, Old Country Buffet. 

7:30 p.m. See Cindi Gillespie for details. 

Please Note !! 

If you have an announcement or event that 
needs to be put in the bulletin, please give 
it to Mark Garner or Jack Evans, or put it in 
one of their boxes at lea~t 2 weeks before 
the event. 

Contributions. Attendance 

Last Week $5159 Weds 154 

AvgYT,D $5679 Sun Class 153 

Russia $227 Sun AM 294 

Avg Ytd $234 Sun PM 110 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening· 
Wednesday 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 

9:30 am Ray Thome 
10:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
S· 30 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney,• Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
• pm Evangelist: Terry Moore, 

Northland Church of Christ 458.1 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 

c How Jesus Saves Us 
. . 

Part Two: One Savior, Two Natures 

When it is said that the Word was made flesh, we must not infer that 
he was changed into flesh or blended with flesh, but that he chose the 
Virgin's womb as a temple where he might live. He who was the Son of 
God, became the Son of man, not by blending the substances butby be
ing /one person. We. believe that the divine nature was untied with the 
human in such a way that the characteristics of each remain complete, 
and yet the two together make up only one Christ. The closest analpgy in 
human affairs to this mystery is of man who is both soul and body. They 
are not blended together but keep their own separate characteristics. 
·Things can be said of the soul which do not apply to the body and vice 
versa. Things can· be said of the whole man which do not apply either to 
soul or body separately. Finally, attributes of the soul are transferred to 
the body, and attributes of the body to the soul, and yet these form only 
one man. Such ,means of expression indicate that there is one person 
made up of two parts, and that these two different natures make one per
son. The Sqiptures speak similarly of Christ. At times they attribute to 
him qualities which refer particularly to his humanity or divinity, and 
sometimes those which embrace both natures, The unity of Christ's two 
natures is expressed so carefully that the Scriptures sometimes apply tQ 
one nature the qualities of the oth~r, a figure of speech wh.ich the early 
fathers called 'a communication of properties'. 

-John Calvin (1559) 

The Food Pantry is appreciated, see back page. 

Fear And Trembling, see page 2. 



Knowing God 
FEAR AND TREMBLING 

" ... continue to work out your salvation with 
fear and trembling, for it is God who works 
in you to will and to act according to His 
good purpo~e." Philippians 2:12-13 

For the most part, we Christians today 
have moved away from the view of God as 
someone we live in terror of. Certainly it 
makes no sense to be "afraid" of a God who 
has gone so far as to offer His son as a 
sacrifice for us. However, if we are guilty of 
anything, it is that we no longer take 
seriously the awesome power of God or the 
Gospel. We worship a God who has bee'n 
so reduced in our minds that we would 
sooner place trust in ourselves than to 
believe that God can accomplish His 
purpose in us. 

Although God has chosen to limit His 
control of human affairs somewhat, the 
problem for' the Christian is not that God 
has limited Himself too much. if anything, 
it is we who have limited God. Paul spoke 
of power which can "take captive every 
thought to make it obedient to Christ." (2 
Cor. 10:5) Perhaps the real problem isn't 
that God is too "weak'' to change our lives, 
but that He can change them far beyond 
anything we dare to imagine: adequate 
justification for "fear and trembling". This 
was why Jesus said to "count the cost". 

If we allow God to have His way with 
us, we will find ourselves being challenged 

far beyond anything imaginable. For some it 
will mean giving up our lives of comfort to 
work in a mission field. for others it may 
mean caring for the needs of those in our 
daily lives whom we find "undesirable". It 
isn't always, and more often isn't, a matter 
of doing things which are considered 
"great". For the lame to take a single step in 
the name of Christ is of greater significance 
than all the accomplishments of the world's 
athletes. Greatness lies more in what we do 
with our weaknesses than our strengths. 

In each of us there are things which rise 
up, as if to defy the power of God. It may be 
pride, an uncaring heart, or an attitude of 
fear. It may be things which we don't really 

want ' d z· h. 
h d 

'We emo is . arguments 
c ange . d . 
However we an every preten·sion 
cannot ' that sets itself up against 
bemoan our 
own 
weakness, 
while 
worshiping a 
God who is 
more than 

the knowledge of God, 
and we take captive· 

every thought to make it 
obedient to Christ." 

2Cor10:5 . 

adequate for every task. I certainly do not 
wish to condemn those who serve God to 
the best of their ability, although not in a 
visible way, or to suggest that we do not 
face limitations. I do urge you however, to 
serve God with confidence for he is 
sufficient for your needs, even to the 
changing of your deepest desires. 

. -Walt Smith 
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61·owth In Jesus 

REFUGE IN COD: 
LESSONS FROM RUTH 

Part Two: A Family's Decision - Ruth 1:1-5 

We are introduced first to Ruth's in-laws, Elim
elech and Naomi. These two are described as 
"Ephrathites from Bethlehem" (Ephrath - or 
Ephrathah - is just an older name for the region 
around Bethlehem; we'll see the significance of 
this later). They lived "in the times of the 
judges", a time of hardships for ,lsrael, especially 
for the faithful Jews who had to endure both the 
influence of foreign idols and the punishment 
that God brought for this through Israel's neigh
bors. 

Elimelech and Naomi face a time of severe 
famine, which was likely caused by the raids of 
neighboring pagan countries. The couple have 
two boys, and they decide to move for a while 
to the foreign country of Moab to hope for bet
ter things. But then Elimelech dies, and Naomi 
is left with hersons. Her sons find wives: 
Mahlon marries Ruth, and Kilian marries Or
pah. But after ten years both sons die too, leav
ing the three women on their own. We don't 
have to go through all that Naomi did to appre
ciate the discouragement and the uncertainty 
she was faced with. Her family had made a de-

, cision and it turned out as badly as it possibly 
could have. As objective observers, should we 
pity her or criticize her? 

We have so l!lany decisions to r:nake - as 'indi
viduals and as families - and they often turn out 
badly (even when we choose correctly). We all 

know the insecurity and fear that come from a 
difficult situation in which we have to do some
thing, without being able confidently to see 
God's will. We need the support and encour
agement of those around us, whether we make 
the right choice or not. Unfortunately, too often 
these difficult times are met with criticism or iso
lation even from those we're close to. Do we 
deserve to be left on our own when we struggle, 
or is the church falling down on the job when it 
comes to comforting the struggling? 

Consider this yourself, studying and meditating 
about both Ruth and events that have happened 
in your own experience. Next week we will 
look at the new decisions that Naomi, Ruth, and 
Orpah had to make, but you will benefit if you 
try to put yourself in their place and think about 
what you would do. The ability to see things 
from someone else's point of view is a precious 
skill that is far too rare in the church, even 
though it is a skill anyone can develop. 

We're usually locked into seeing others' lives 
either in terms of how they affect our own, or in 
terms of how they satisfy or don't satisfy our reli
gious and theological biases. One of the great 
challenges the church must accept is to treat 
peopl~ like people, not treat them like objects. 
We want to classify everyone (often using 
pseudo-spiritual labels), to put them all into con
venient boxes, depending on whether they think 
and act the way we think they should. This 
saves us the trouble of trying.to understand them 
as individual humans having real needs and 
problems. Our challenge is instead'to learn to 
discern what people need and when they need 
it. 

-Mark Carner 
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Family Information 

Great Ideas 1 

If you have suggestions or ideas for the bulletin 
material, pl'ease present them to Mark Garner. or 

' leave a note in his box in the church office. We 
would especially like more articles from the 

. Northland members. 

Food Pantry Needs 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: instant coffee ,(small), paper towels, 
kleenex, pudding mix, hot cereal, tuna, jelly. 

'v ' 

· 'Youth Workers Potluck 

There will be a potluck meeting today after 
· 'f.morning services. This will be a brainstorming 

session for anyon_e who has ideas, wants to help, 
teachers, parents, youth workers, elders ... 
Bring a dish to share anq a dessert or pop. If you 
have questions see David or Cheryl McDaniel. 

Parenting Class 

22 

4 

12 
19 

Cale11dar 

January 
Potluck Meeting For Youth Group 

February 
Parents Support Group, E-44, 7pm 
Men's Breakfast, Old Country Buffet, 
Morse Rd. 8:00 am 
Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
Elders/ Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

Please Note 
Northwestern Ohio Christion Youth .Camp 

Our week for camp has changed. The new 
dates are June 18-24th. We will get the 
registration forms to you as soon as we can. If 
you are planning to be a counseler please let 
David or Cheryl Mcdaniel know as soon as 
possible. 

Contributions· Attendance 

There will be a free parenting class Wednesdays Last Week $4856. Weds 167 
from 1-2:30 p.m. for the next several weeks. 

AvgYTD Anyone interested should contact Patricia $5404 Sun Class 165 

Stevens for information. 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study . 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Russia $234 Sun AM 255 
' 

Avg Ytd $234 Sun PM 146 

Elders:.Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9:30 am Ray Thorne 

10:30·am Deaco11s: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, JoeBarozzini, Dan 
S· 30 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Bstep, Oreg Hunt, Lou 

. 
7 

:
00 

pm Lawrence, J;ick Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
• pm Evange/lvt: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 

c 

\" 

How Jesus Saves Us 
Part Three: Our Need 

All that we have said of Christ up to now leads to this one con
clusion: that condemned, dead and lost as we are in ourselves~ we 
must seek righteousness, deliverance,· life and salvatiqn in him. So 
Peter reminds us in the familiar words 'Salvation is found in no
one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by 
which we must be saved' (Acts 4: 12). The name of Jesus was not 
given to him by chance or by the will of man, but was brought 
from heaven by an angel; heralding God's decree. The reason was 
given too: 'because he will save his people from their sins' 
(Matthew 1 :21; Luke 1 :31 ). So the work of redeemer was given to 
hirn in order that he might be our Saviour. Redemption would be 
incomplete if it did not lead us to the final goal of safety. The mo
ment we turn aside form Christ in t~e slightest degree, salvation 
whi.ch rests entirely in him gradually disappears. So all who do not 
rest in him voluntarily deprive themselves bf grace. Bernard's ob
servation de~erves to be noted: 'The name of Jesus is not only light 
but food. It is oil without which food for the soul is dry'and salt 
wjthout which it is insipid. It is honey in the mouth, melody in the 
ear and joy in the heart. It has healing po\Yer. Every dis.cussion . 
where his name is not heard is pointless.' 

Here we must think carefully how we obtain salvation from 
him, so that we shall be convinced that he is its Author. Then, hav
ing accepted all that is necessary for a sure foundation of our faith, 
we may avoid all that might make us doubt. No one can look in 
on himself and seriousfy assess his life, without feeling that god is 
angry and at enmity with him. So he longs anxiously to find a way 

· of regain'ing his favour. The assurance needed is considerable: un
til sinners are released from guilt, they are under God's wrath. Be
cause he is a just Judge, he cannot allow his Law to be broken 
with impunity and demands vengeance. 

-John Calvin (1559) 



Knowing 6od 

TAKE THOUGHT 

A small boy was leading his sister up a 
mountain path and the trail was rather 
difficult. The girl complained, "Why this 
isn't a path at all; it's all rocky and bumpy." 

/ 

The brother replied, "Sure, the bumps are 
what you climb on." 

That's a remarkable piece of philosophy. 
What do you do with the bumps on the 
path of your life? Recently, while reading 
the story of Le~ lacocca, I was amazed at 
the amount of success in his life in spite of 
the many bumps he overcame. The pitfal Is 
he overcame were inspiring to read, for 
success only comes by climbing on the 
bumps. 

The book of Hebrews was written to 
Christians who had been climbing a 
mountain and were weary as a result. The 
writer tells them the key to walking on the 
mountain tops ... "Fix your eyes on Jesus ... " 
Don't let life get you down. Don't allow a 
rough path way to cause you to take a 
detour, rest or turn back. Fix your eyes on 
Jesus and He wi 11 lead you through. 

One day Charlie Brown was 
complaining that his ball team always lost. 
Lucy, trying to console him, said 
"Remember, Charlie Brown, you learn 
more from your defeats than you do from 

your victories." Charlie Brown replied. 
"That makes me the smartest man in the 
world!" 

God puts balance in our lives--the 
positive and the negative .. The key is. not to 
look at ourselves, the circumstan~es, our 
troubles or the bumps in the road, but rather 
to "fix our eyes on Jesus," and the bumps 
will be what you climb on. 

2 

(adapted, by Randy Armstrong) 

"Therefore, since we are surrounded 
by such a great cloud of witnesses, let 
us throw off everything that hinders 
and the sin that so easily entangles, 
and let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us. Let us fix our 

eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy 

set before him endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of God. 

Consider him who endured such 
opposition from sinful men, so that 
you will not grow weary and lose 
heart. In your struggle against sin, 

you have not yet resisted to the point 
of shedding your blood." 

Hebrews 12:1-4 

_, 

6rowth In Jesus 

REFUGE IN GOD: 
LESSONS FROM RUTH . 

Part Three: Genuine Comfort - Ruth 1 :6-10 

Last week we saw what happened to Naomi's 
family. Ma(ly commentators on Ruth have a 
great time expounding on how this family got 
what they asked for. These commentators, who 
must consider themselves to be superstars of the 
faith, will tear into Naomi and Elimelech's deci
sion to go to a pagan country, a sure sign of 
"lack of faith". They are either hardened to 
Naomi and detached from her problems, or 
they denounce her for not getting over it more 
easily. In a similar way, too many in the church 
show little real compassion when a friend or rel-
ative experiences misfortune. · 

People who are insensitive to others' misfor
tunes are usually the same ones who behave 

· the very worst when they themselves have 
problems. They are so convinced of their privi
leged standing with God that, though they are 
completely unconcerned about serious disap
pointments in the lives of those they claim to 
love, the smallest inconvenience in their own 
lives astonishes and outrages them. Conversely, 
those who are the quickest to react to even a 
small need in someone else's life are often the 
ones who are best able to cope with even the 
most distressing circumstances in their own 
lives. How did you react to Naomi's situation, 
and how do you react when someone close to 
you is upset? Naomi's daughters-in-law had no 
clue what they could do to improve matters. 
But they did know that they could be of great 

value to Naomi and to each other just by stick
ing together. This is a wonderful contrast with 
the idiotic and self-centered way that many in 
the church react to others' struggles. 

There are two equally wrong responses that 
characterize too many in the church when con-• 
fronted with such a situation. One is to calmly 
explain or analyze why the problems occurred, 
"helping" the sufferer by showing him/her that 
his/her own disobedience or "lack of faith" 
caused them. Such a response ignores that the 
pain feels just as bad whether it is deserved or 
not. To God, determining whether or not the 
sufferer "deserves it" is secondary to their imme
diate need for genuine comfort. The second 
type is to search frantically for an immediate 
"solution" to the problem, coming up with 
"advice" or "direction" that often completely 
miss the need of the moment. Look - there will 
be more than enough time after the wounds 
have healed a bit for analysis, explanation and 
future planning: But when it is time to just be 
with someone, don't spout off, just be with 
them. 

Yes, I am aware that complete comfort comes 
from God alone. And I know that some people 
deliberately try to manipulate others into sympa
thy, and so.there comes a time when those who 
care for them must be tough with them. None 
of this excuses the w,ay that too many of us fail 
to give others what they really need when they 
struggle. The faith of Naomi, which we shall 
study next week in detail, will help us grow in 
the way we deal with our own struggles. 

-Mark Garner 
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Family l11forn1ation Calendar 

Great Ideas ? February 

If you have suggestions or ideas for the bulletin I 4 
material, please present them to Mark Garner or 
leave a note in his box in the church office. We 1 12 
would especially like more articles from the 19 
Northland members. 

Parents Support Group, E-44, 7pm 
Men's Breakfast, Old Country Buffet, 
Morse Rd. 8:00 am 
Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
Elders/ Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

Food Pantry Needs 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: paper towels, kleenex, pudding mix, 
jelly, pancake mix and syrup, muffin mix. 

True Christianity Means 

-,SERVE, even when we are not being served .. . 

LOVE, even when we may not be loved . . . 

HELP, even when we have not been helped .. 

GIVE, even when we have not received .. . 

PLEASE, even if others do not please us ... 

Please Note !! · 

If you have an announcement or event that 
needs to be put in the bulletin, please ,give 
it to Mark Garner or Jack Evans, or put it in 
one of their boxes at least 2 weeks before 
the event. 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $3860 Weds 

-Bulletin Digest Avg YTD 

Russia 

$5018 Sun Class 

$189 Sun AM 

148 

132 

221 

100 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Seivice 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Avg Ytd $223 Sun PM 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9:30 am· Ray Thorne 

10:30 am Deacons: Le-On Abrams. Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhard~, Joe Barozzini, Dan 

5•30 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7 
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Maue_rsper_g, David McDaniel, Beryl Mcl'vlastcrs 
• pm E\limgelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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How Jesus Saves Us 
Part Four: No Longer Enemies 

Before we go any further, we must try to see how God, who goes be-
·fore us in mercy, was our enemy U{ltil he was reconciled to us by Christ. 
But how could he have given us that unique seal of his love - the gifr of 
his only begotten Son - if he had not already freely embraced us in his 
favour? 

As this seems to be a contradiction, I shall try to explain. The way in 
which the Spirit usually speaks in Scripture is that God was the enemy of 
men until they were restored to favour by the death of Christ (Romans 
5:10). They were under a curse until their sin was expiated by the sacri
fice of Christ (Gal. 3: 10, 13). They were separated from God, until they 
were reunited in Christ's body (Col. 1 :21, 22). These expressions help us 
to understand how wretched our state is without Christ. If it is not stated 
clearly that the divine wrath and vengeance and eternal death hang over 
us, we would be less aware of our condemnation without the mercy of 
God, and less likely to value the blessings of salvation. For instance, if a 
person is told that God could have hated him as a sinner and rejected 
him with destruction as the deserved pGnishment, but instead he freely 
kept him in his favour, that person will be deeply affected and made 
aware how much he owes to God's mercy; Even more, let him be told, 
as Scripture teaches, that he was estranged from God by sin, an heir of 
wrath and sen~enced to eternal death. He was cut off.from all hope of 
salvation, an alien from the blessing of God, the slave of Satan and under 
the yoke of sin. In short, he was doomed to a terrible destruction and al
ready involved in it. Then Christ stepped in, took the punishment upon 
himself and bore the judgment due to sinners. With his own blood he 
expiated the sins which made them enemies of God and thereby satisfied 
him. By his int~rcessions, he appeased God's anger, and on this basis 
created peace between God and men, and by this bond secured God's 
goodwill towards them. As he thinks of all this, of the disaster he had es
caped, wouldn't anyone be deeply moved? To sum up, our minds can-

. not lay hold ,of life with sufficient eagerness, or accept it with suitable 
gratitude, unless we have first been made afraid of divine anger and the 
thought of eternal death. So we are instructed by divine truth to under
stand that without Christ, God is in some way hostile to us and has to lift 
his arm to destroy. Then we look to Christ alone for divine favour and 
fatherly love! 

-John Calvin (1559) 



Knowing God 

HYMN OF THE LIVING CREATION 

Highest, omnipotent, good Lord, . 
Yours are the praises, the glory, and the 
honor 
And every blessing. 
To You alone,·Most High, do they belong 
And no man is worthy to speak Your name. 

Praised be You, my Lord, wit~ all Your 
creatures, 
Especially our brother, Master Sun, 
Who makes day and through whom You 
give us I ight. 
And he is beautiful and radiant with great 
splendor: 
He brings meaning of You, 0 Most High. 

Praised be you, my Lord, for sister moon 
and the stars; 
In heaven You have made them bright and 
precious and beautiful. 

Praised be You, my Lord, for brother wind 
And for the air, and for cloudy and clear 
and for al I weather, 
Through which You giv.e sust~nance to 
Your creatures. 

Praised be You, my Lord, for sister water, 
Who is most useful and humble and 
precious and chaste. 

Praised be You, my Lord, for brother fire 

Through whom you illumine the ·night; 
And he is beautiful and gay and vigorous 
and strong. 

Praised be You, my Lord, for our sister, 
mother earth, 
Who sustains and governs us, 
And produces various fruits with colored 
flowers and grass. 

Praised be You, my Lord, for those who 
forgive out of love -for You 
And bear infirmity and tribulation: 
Blessed are those who suffer in peace, 
For by You, Mo.st High, they shall be 
crowned. 

Praised be You, my Lord, for our sister, 
bodily death, 
From whom no living man can escape: 
Woe to those who die in mortal sin, 
Blessed are those whom she will find in 
Your most holy will, · 
For the second death will do them no harm. 

Praise and bless my Lord and thank Him 
And serve Him with great humility. 

Francesco d'Assisi (1224) 
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· Growth /11 Jesus 

- REFUGE IN .GOD: 
LESSONS FROM RUTH 

P~rt Four: Faith During Suffering- Ruth 1:11-15 

Naomi eventually decides to return to Israel, 
having heard that things there have improved 
by God's grace. Her daug'hters-in-law begin to 
accompany her; but soon the question arises as 
to whether they should go or should stay in 
their own country of Moab. Thus this family's . 
history of many needs and many decisions con
tinues. We see the family's search for security, 
and we -see how people must sometimes 
choose between numerous potential sources of . 
security, such as family, marriage, homeland, 
and religion. As you read about Naomi and 
Ruth, put yourself in their place so that you un
derstand the overwhelming choices they faced. 
Only thus will you appreciate that the few faults 
that can fairly be pointed out them are trivial 
compared to the strong indications of their inde
structible faith and love. 

Though the book is named afte,r Ruth, it is 
Naomi who first stands out as a great example 
of faith under trials. Here are a few of the 
things that reveal the strength of her faith: 

(i) Naomi's main concern was not for herself but 
for Ruth and Orpah. Though she must have 
drawn great comfort from their companionship 
and their loyalty to her, when she began to 
think objectively she began to question whether 
it was really best for their ' own future to return 
to Israel with her. She was willing to return 
alone if that is what was best for them. By the 

way, it is a big. mistake to read this with the as
sumption that Naomi was just playing a game 
by urging Ruth and Orpah to remain in Moab. 
So many Christians are addicted to false mod
esty and other stupid manipulative games that 
they assume everyone else is too. Naomi is 
playing no such game; she isn't using "reverse 
psychology" and hoping that the two young 
women will feel sorry for her. She is showing 
genuine concern for their futures. 

(ii) The very fact that two foreign women, not 
related by blood, were so attached to their 
mother-in-law testifies highly to the kind of 
friend Naomi must have been to them. She 
clearly had been a tremendous example to them 
of how a believer in the true God lives (see also 
the last part of Ruth's wish in verse 16). 

(iii) Naomi knows beyon'd question that God is 
control of all things. She indicates that, despite 
her hurt over the present and her fear for the fu
ture, she has never doubted that it is God who 
rules and God to whom she must entrust the fu
ture (e.g. v.6,8,9). She does not attempt to im
pose her will on the situation; 5he knows that 
she must entrust all to God. She is not happy 
with what God has done (see v.13, vv.20-21), 
but in expressing this she, like David in many of 
the Psal.ms, is only being honest. She never 
considers turning away from God. Many of us 
could learn a lesson from this. God would 
rather have a l'<Jaomi any day instead of today's 
"believers" who mouth meaningless praises of 
"God's will" but who leave God, God's Word, 
and God's ministry in the background the mo
ment something else is more attention-grabbi 'ng. 

-Mark Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry Needs' 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
' items: paper towels, dackers, pudding mix, ' 
jelly, pancake mix and syrup, instant coffee 
baby diapers, jello, shampoo, potatoes, soap. 

A Prescription For You 

If you are impatient, ~it down qu ietly and talk 
with Job: 

If you are just strong-headed, go and see Moses. 

If you are getting weak-kneed, take a good look 
at Elijah. 

:l_fthere is no song in your heart, listen ·to David. 

, If you are a policy man, read Daniel. 

If you are gett ing sordid, spend a while w ith 
Isaiah. 

If your faith is below par, read Paul. 

If you are getting lazy, watch James. 

Calendar 

February 
11 Singles Game Night At Charlie and 

Delois Yates Home. 7:00 p.m. 
12 , Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 (;lm 
19 Elders/ Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
27 Girl's Night Out, Chi Chi's 6:30 p.m. 

March 
12 Deacons Meeti ng~ E-42, 8:00 am 
19 Elders/ Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

Please Note 
Northwestern Qhio Christian Youth Camp 

Our week for camp has changed. The new 
dates are June 18-24th. We will get the 
registration forms to you as soon as we can. If 
you are planning to oe a counsele(please let 
pavid or Cheryl McDaniel know a:s soon as 
possible. 

.contributions Attendance 

Last Week $6031 Weds 183 

If you are losi ng sight of the future, cl imb up the Avg ·YTD 
stairs of Revelation and get a glimpse of the . 

$5221 Sun Class 183 

promised land. Russia $317 -'-S~n AM 301 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Eve'ning 
Wednesday 

-Author ,Unknown Avg Ytd $242 Sun PM 183 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Es~ep, Eugene Prince, 

9 :30 am Ray Thome 
10:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams; Brian Arnold, Toro Barnhardt, Jee Barozzini, Dan 
S·JO Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Qhampney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hun,!.. Lou 

7
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMastel'!i 
· pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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How Jesus Saves Us 
Part Five: Jesus' Obedience 

'If you ask me how Christ, by abolishing sin, removed the en
mity between God and us and purchased the righteousness 
which makes him kindly disposed to us, the simple answer is 
that he accomplished it by his total obedience. Paul's testi
mony bears this out: 'For just as tbrough the disobedience of 
the one man the many were made sinners, so also through 
the obedience of the one man the many will be made righ- -
teous' (Romans 5:19). Again he attributes the ground of our 
pardon, which frees us from the curse of the Law, to the 
whole life of Christ: ~But whe,n the time had fully come, God 
sent his son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem 

·those under law' (Gal. 4:4-5). So even at his baptism he de
clared that a part of righteousness was fulfilled by his yielding 
obedience to the Father's conimand (Matthew 3:15) . In fact, · 
from the moment he took the form of a -servant, he began to 
pay the price of deliverance in order to r~deem us. However, 
in order to define the the way of salvation more clearly, 
Scripture ascribes it especially to the death of Christ. He him
-self declares that he gave his life as a ran~om for many 
(Matthew 20:28). Paul teaches that he died for our sins 
(Romans 4:25). John the Baptist exclaimed 'Look, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away ,the sin of the world!' Uohn 1:29) 

John .Calvin (1559) 

Bailey Barton Talks About No~thland '95 

See page 2 



Ser11ing God 

NORTHLAND '95 

Can you feel it? Don't you just sense it? There 
is a Spirit moving among the congregation this 
year that is so evident you can almost reach out 
and touch it! People are not just convicted, they 
are committed to Christ. Maybe its just me, but I 
believe that the same Spirit which moved the 
church we read about in Acts 2-5 has taken hold 
at Northland as we begin 1995. 

It began on Saturday, December 10, 1994 
when 'the elders and deacons met to plan for 
1995. 'The meeting began as a rededication of our
,individual hearts to the work of the Lord and 
proceeded with a reaffirmation that nothing is 
impossible with God's help. With that as a 
foundation, each ministry was shown to be 
capable of reaching much higher than our prior 
efforts ... and even our thinking ... had allowed. So 
we have determined to launch out with renewed 
faith that the Lord will make possible more than 
we plan If only we are willing workers and allow 
Him to work among us. 

Somehow that transformation has worked its 
way through the entire membership so far this 
year. We are witnessing more intensity, in our 
worship, more passion in our preaching, more 
new faces at our gatherings, more time spent in 

. fellowsh.ip both after services and at other times 
and places. Our classes seem to have a new 
urgency and command more participation .. . as do 
our one-on-one studies with the lost. We are 
taking more responsibility for teaching one 
another "to obey everything that I Uesus) have 
commanded you" (Matt. 28:20). And we have it 
on our hearts to raise up new leaders for the 
church as well as to add to our staff a new 
evangelist. ' 

Now doesn't that sound like the Acts church to 

you? So often in the past any effort to restore "New 
Testament Christianity" required the establishment 
of programs to accomplish the task. You will 
search in vain for the word or the idea of programs 
in ~cts. What you will find is a group of people 
completely in love with Jesus Christ and on fire for 
Him. Notice they did' all these things as they went. 
They didn't necessarily change jobs or secular 
responsibilities, they simply did them from a 
different perspective and with a changed heart ... so 
that people noticed and wanted to know what had 
happened. It was in the sharing of truly changed 
lives that other lives were affeded ... which explains 
God's plan for church growth. 

Our human approach to the world around us so 
often is to create programs, campaigns, institutions 
or organizations to attack perceived evils. But the 
Bible teaches that the evils we see can only be 
overcome one heart at a time. The problems of our 
society wil.1 never be overcome by human 
institutions. We can ·only stop crime by converting 
criminals. Jesus can replace Satan in human hearts 
if we share the good news .. . not arguments, , 
statistics or scientific evidence. The real need is to 
save the lost from eternal condemnatfon. This is 
God's plan for us. 

Columbus needs us desperately to do God's 
work and it seems that the individuals who make 
up Christ's church at Northland have dedicated 
themselves to this work in 1995. Indeed the world 
needs us to do God's work and a number of 
Christians at Northland have committed 
themselves to travel to far away land in 1995 to 
make it happen. 

If you don't feel the excitement of spiritual 
renewal at Northland as we begin 1995, maybe 
you need a "heart transplant" to get you started. 
Talk to the elders or to Terry for a few minutes and 
the spiritual surgery will begin. Or just 'catch' the 
spiritual virus that's going around ... it's very 
contagious. You'll be glad you did. 

~Bailey Barton 
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6rowth In Jesus 

REFUGE IN GOD: 
LESSONS FROM RUTH 

Part Five: A Lasting Bond - Ruth 1:16-22 

Orpah at last decides to return to Moab, the 
home of her own family, people, and rel'igion. 
But Ruth is not to be swayed; her · love for 
Naomi, he'r appreciation of how she has seen 
God revealed in Naomi, and Ruth's own good 
nature and character make it impossible for her 
to go· back "home". Instead she forms a lasting 
bond with Naomi and goes to a new, strange 
land with new people and a new ·God. In so 
doing she gives up any short-term worldly secu
rity or benefit that her homeland offered, but in
stead she is to find blessings of a more satisfying 
and lasting nature. Naomi herself, despite suffer
ing greatly, is also returning,. though she did not 
yet realize it, to share with Ruth in the vietories 
God would provide. But before we move on to 
what happens in Israel, here are some points to 
remernber from chapter 1: · 

(i) In our lives we are faced with many decisions, 
and not all of them will work out well. As we 
search and struggle, God is a refuge, not in the 
sense that he will keep us from ever getting· hurt, 
but in 'the sense that he will keep us close to him 
and keep our faith alive as long as we wish it so. 
The faith that Naomi was able- to preserve 
through God's care was far more precious than 
any temporary blessings God could have given 
her. We must also learn to value the few perma
nent things we have - our faith, our ' salvation, 
our fellowship with God - more than the earthly 
things we crave. 

(ii) The greatest thing we humans can give to 
each other in the midst of struggles is simply our 
presence and care. At times these are more valu
able than any display of wisdom or righteous
ness. We have seen three women who, while 
having little in terms of plans or insights to share 
concerning the situation, stood together at a des
perate time. They are an example for us to fol
low. I hope you noted that Orpah, who eventu
ally returned home, is equally a good example of 
this. She did not go home until she knew that 
Naomi had at least had some time to get her feet 
back on the ground. She fulfilled her responsibil-. 
ity admirably, and then made .a perfectly good de
cision that Naomi approved. 

(iii). It is, faith that must be our lens in how we 
look at our own and others' lives. It is not rele
vant whether Elimelech and Naomi "deserved" 
what happened to them. What is relevant is 
whether Naomi and the others kept and nurtured 
ful.th when facing all the trials in their lives. It is 
less important whethe'r we make perfect deci
sions and have perfect understanding than it is 
that whatever we do decide, think or do is based 
on faith. Faith was all Naomi had left when she 
returned home, and Ruth's faith in the true God 
had just begun. But their faith was enough to 
give them a la'sting bond with each other and it 
would enable God to bless them and use them in 
ways they couldn't have imagined. 

-Mark Carner 
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Fan1ily Information 

co cs 
Central Ohio Christian School is sponsoring 

a skating party at USA on Evanswoud Dr. on 
Tuesday February 28th 6:30~8:30 p.m. 
Tickets will be sold at school for $2.00 and 
$2.50 atthe door. Skate rental, if needed, is 
$1.75. Come and join us for a fun night of 
skating. 

·Mark your calendar for Friday night April 
14tli. COCS is hosting the Metro Detroit 
Christian Youth Chorus. in a concert at 
Northland. ·The chorus is made up of Christian 
high school students who will be on a week's 
concert tour. There rtill be approximately 100 
chorus members whp will need overnight 
housing. I hope that you will be able to help us 
at that time. More details later. · 

Look To Jesus Today 

Look to Jesus today-
In His eyes is the light of life ... 
In His voice, the words of truth .. . 
In His feet, the paths of peace .. . 

'In His hands, the kingdom's work ... 
In his heart, the Father's love! 

Calendar 

February 
19 Elders/ Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
27 Girl's Night Out, Chi Chi's 6:30 p.m. 

March 
' 

12 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
19 Elders/ Deacon Meeting, E-4i, 8:00 am 

Christ is the 
One and only who 
Nurturingly 
Tenderly 
Rules 
Over my 
Life 

T. M. Guilfoyle 

Contributions 

last Week 

AvgYTD 

$5600 

$5284 

Attendance 

Weds . 148 

Sun Class 192 

-The Lord's Way Russia 

Avg Ytd 

$245 

$264 

Sun AM 192 

Sun PM 152 

Seniices 
Sunday Bibie Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9:30 am Ray Thorne · · 

10:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnharcj.t, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
S· 30 p Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7
:
00 

m Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
· pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus O,H 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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How Jesus Saves Us 
Part Six: Jesus' Death 

In order to remove our conde·mnation it was not enough for him to en
dure just any kind ~f death. To obtain our ransom, it was essential to 
choose a type of death ih which he could deliver us, both by giving him
self up to condemnaticm and also undertaking our expiation. If he had 
been mown down by assassins or.killed in a rebellion, there could have 
been no satisfaction. But when he stands as a criminal at the bar and wit
nesses are brought to give e'{idence against him and the judge condemns 
him to death, we see him taking on the character of an offender. Here 
we must refer to two things which had been foretold by the prophets, 
and 'serve admirably to confirm our faith. When we read that Christ was 

- led away from the judgment seat to execution, and was crucified be
tween thieves, we have a fulfillment of the prophecy '(he) was numbered 
with the transgre~sors' (Isa. 53:i 2; Mark 15:20,27). Why did it have to 
be? So that he might bear the character of a sinner, not of a just or inno
cent person, in that he died on account of sin. On the other hand, we 
read that he was acquitted by the same lips that condemned him, be
cause Pilate was forced to bear public testimony to his innocence. This 
reminds us of the Psalmi'st: 'I am forced to restore what I did not steal'· 
(Ps. 69:4). So we see Christ taking on the character of a sinner and a 
criminal, while at the same time his innocence shines out, and it be
comes obvious that he is suffering for another's crime and not his own : 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, being ranked among criminals by the 
formal sentence of the judge, and yet he is declared innocent by the 
same judge, when he affirms that he can find no cause of death in him 
Uohn 18:38). Our acquittal lies in this: that the guilt which made us li
able to punishment was transferred' to the head of the Son of God. lt'is 
really important to remembE:r that he has taken our place, so that we 
·may not spend all our lives in trepidation and anxiety, as if the punish
ment we deserve, but which the Son of God took to himself, was still 
hanging oyer us. 

John Calvin (1559) 



Ser11ing 6od 
LORD WHERE ARE YOU? 

Lord, I heard of a sick child yesterday. 
Please go and be with him. 
And God said to me, "If you go, I'll be 
there." 

And there is a man sick and depressed. 
Lord, do something for him. 
And God said, "If you help him, I will help 
him." 

Look, Lord there's death in the air. 
Please, go and comfort that family. 
And God said, "If you go, I'll go." 

Lord, one of your own children is 
discouraged. 
Can't you do something to pick him up? 
"You visit him--1'11 go with you." 

Hunger, Lord, listen to the hungry people. 
If 5,000 were fed by your son--do it again. 
He just said, "You give them food--1'11 feed · 
them." 

People are starving for the Word, too. 
Teach them .. 
He rep I ied, "Go teach, then I can teach." 

Lord, look, people are naked. 
Wi II you cover them? 
He said, "Take them some clothes, then I' II 
cover their nakedness." 

The strangers-travelers--homeless. 
Don't you see them? 
"I see. Your house is my house. I'll be with 
them there." 

Finally, his message soaked through my 
skull. 
I heard. 
,Finally. 

Lord, I see. 
You are where we are. 
You help those we help. 

Help us. 

2 

Dennis Crawford 

"Then the righteous will answer 
him, Lord, when did we see you 

hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you something to drink? 

When did we see you a stranger and· 
invite you in, or needing clothes and 

clothe you? When did we see you 
sick or in prison a11:d go to visit you? 

The King will reply, I tell you the 
truth, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers of mine, 

you did for me." 
Matthew 25:37-40 

rowth In Jesus 

REFUGE IN GOD: 
LESSONS FROM RUTH 

Part Six: Starting Over - Ruth 2:1-7 

In Israel, Naomi and Ruth have more decisions 
to make. How will they support themselves? 
Will they wait until something happens, or can 
they do something to get back on their feet? 
Ruth take~; the initiative with the idea of glean
ing grairi in a nearby field. Many of the poor 
would do this - they followed workers harvest
ing a large field and picked up the scraps left 
behind. Since the overworked harvesters la
bored by hand, they usually left enough that a 
patient gleaner could get enough to avoid starv
ing. Not an impressive beginning in her new 
home, bu' Ruth was doing something for herself 
and Naomi. 

Ruth's initiative and humility should inspire us 
to stop indulging in laziness and self-pity when 
we seem 11ot to be getting anywhere. Ruth had 
few options, but she did what she could, humil
iating and tedi·ous though it was. In pointing 
this out, I :::lo not have in mind those in the pa
gan world who don't take responsibility to bet
ter themsdves. Yes, there are plenty of i 11-
educated bums and thugs in our society who 
could improve their lives and others' lives in a 
moment s1 mply by humbling themselves, learn
ing a little bit, and doing some hard work. I'm 
sure most of you would enjoy reading scathing 
criticisms ._)f them, but very few of these people 
tend to re;Jd our church bulletin, so I am going 
to apply the lesson to believers instead. 

There are a lot of Christians who don't grow 
solely because they won't humble themselves or 
exert some energy and self-discipline; they think 
that someone else should do it for them. Many 
Christians know very little of the Bible other 
than a few. proof-text Scriptures someone ' 
showed them once to "prove" their favorite doc
trinal points. You cannot understand the Bible 
at all unless you personally read and study regu
larly. Do not let laziness or pride keep you from 
studying the Bible constantly. Every Christian 
can study the Bible, and every Christian needs 
to study it. And merely opening your Bible up, 
holding it in your hands, and staring at the pages 
doesn't do it. Yes, I know many of you were 
never properly taught how to study the Bible; 
many of you were taught to let some church 
leader decide what you need to know and 
spoon-feed it to you. Whoever gave you that · 
impression will have to answer for it, but that 
won't help you. Look, you may have to really 
humble yourself just like Ruth did. You may 
have to "start at the bottom" and have someone 
show you step-by-step how to get something out 
of God's Word. If you need to do this, do it. 
You'll surprise yourself how far you can get with 
consistent effort, but you won't be surprised at 
all how little progress you'll make if you persist 
in your laziness. 

The principle is also true of any other area in 
your spiritual life wherein you are not growing. 
There is no area of importance in which you 
.cannot grow by means of humility and self
discipline, but there is nothing of importance 
that will come to you without any effort on your 
part. 

-Mark Carner 
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Family Information Calendar 

Food Pantry Needs February 
27 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following: I 28 
Girl's Night Out, Chi Chi's 6:30 p.m. 
Central Ohio Christian School Skating 
Party At Usa Skates On Evanswood Dr. 
6:30-8:30 pm Tickets $2.00 At Schoo.I. 
Skate Rental If Needed Is $1.75. 

paper towels, kleenex, jello, pudding, macaroni 
and chee'se, canned juice, crackers, soup, 
potatoes (box·). 

Youth Retreat 

Youth retreat March 3,4,5 at Deercreek Park, 
teens do not miss this great weekend! It will 
help you to draw close to J,esus and each other. 

Cradle Roll Teachers 

There will be a training session for the cradle 
roll class on Satwday, March 11th at 10:00 am 
in the annex. All those interested in teaching or 
assisting are encouraged to attend. 

Coat Racks 

The area around the coat racks has been 
cleaned. Please do not use the shelf for storage. 

Bridal Shower 

March 
5 Bridal Shower For Angela Yun 2 p.m. 

In The Annex. Registry Is At Lazarus. 
11 Training Session For Cradle Roll, March 

11th At 10:00 a.m. In The Annex. 
12 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
19 Elders/ Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

No Summit 95' 
The Elders have decided not to sponsor Summit 
95' Youth Rally and Concert. There are a 
number of reasons for this .decision which we 
feal are justified. We recognize the efforts of 
those in past "Summits" and appreciate their 
work, If you would like to review this matter 
with the Elders, let us know and we will 
schedule a get-together. - The Elders 

Contributions Attendance 

last Week 

There will be a Bridal Shower for Angela Yun on · Avg YTD 
March 5 at 2 p.m. in the annex. Please see • 

$5109 

$5259 

$320 

$256 

Weds 

Sun Class 

Sun AM 

Sun PM 

157 

171 

· 302 

148 

Tanya Roberts or Nancy Katona for Details. Russia 
Avg Ytd 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank <;:happell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
Ray Thorne 
Deaco11s: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Boughman, John Hradley,Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt. Lou 
Lawrence, Jfick Mauersberg, Da:vid McDW1iel, Becyl McMasters 
Eva11gelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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How Jesus Saves Us 
Part Seven: He Took Our Place 

The very nature of his death contains a striking truth. The cross was cursed, not 
only in the opinion of men, but by the carrying out of divine Law. So Christ, 
while hanging on it, subjected himself to the curse. This had to be ,done so that 
the whole curse, which we d.eserved because of sin, might betaken from us by 
being transferred tb him ... The apostle states this even more plainly when he 
says that 'God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God' (2 Car. 5:21). The Son of God, though 
spotlessly pure, took upon himself the disgrace and shame of our iniquity, and 
in return clothes us with his purity. He seems to refer to the same thing when he 
says that God 'condemned sin in sinful man' (Rom. 8:3) having destroyed the 
power of sin when it was transferred to the body of Christ. The verse indicates 
that Christ, in his death, was offered to the Father as a propitiatory victim and 
that because expiation was made by his sacrifice, we can stop trembling at di
vine wrath. It is now clear what the prophet means when he says 'the Lord has 
laid on him the iniquity of us all' (Isa. 53:6). As he was to wash away the filth of 
sin, it was transferred to him by imputation. The cross to which he was nailed 
was a symbol of this, as·the' apostle proclaims 'Christ redeemed us from the 
curse of the law by becoming a curse for ·us, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone 
who is hung on a tree." He redeemed us in order that the blessing given t0 Abra
ham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus' (Gal. 3:13-14). In the 
same way Peter says that he 'bore our sins in his body on the tree' (1 Pet. 2:24). , 
From the very symbol of the cross, we see more clearly that the burden with 
which we were oppressed was laid upon him. We must not think that he was 
overwhelmed by the curse which he endured, but rather that by enduring it, he , . 
held down, broke and finally wiped out all its power. So faith lays hold of ac- ·· .. ~ 
quittal in Christ's condemnation, and blessing in his curse. Hence it is with good.,
reason that Paul triumphantly celebrates the victory which Christ obtained upon _ 
the cross, as if the cross, that symbol of ignominy, had been transformed into a 
triumphal chariot! He reminds us that he bi'otted out the handwriting or ordi-
nance that was against us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross: 'And 
having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of 
them, triumphing ove'r them by the cross' (Col. 2:14-15). Another apostle de-
clares that Christ 'through the eternal Spirit offered ' himself unblemished to God' 
(Heb. 9:14). Hence that transformation oJ the cross, which would otherwise be 
impossible. In o.rder for these things to. take deep root in our inmost hearts, we 
must neyer lose sight of sacrifice and purification. If Christ had not been a vic-
tim, we could have no certainty of his being our substitute, ransom and propitia
tion. So blood is always mentioned whenever Scripture explains the way of sal
vation. The shedding of Christ's blood was not only for propitiation but for the 
cleansing of sin. 

John Calvin (1559) 



Ser11ing God 

• JUST SU~POSE: 

Just suppose that when you were growing 
up you were hated by your brothers, sold 
into slavery, lied about and cast into prison. 
And suppose you had to languish in that 
cell fo'r months on end. Would you still 
nave faith in God? Joseph did. 

Just suppose that you were called by God to 
preach a very unpopular message - God's 
wrath. Suppose the people got up in arms 
and vented their anger against you. What if 
they I ied about you and tried to take away 
your life? Would you 'still have faith in 
God? Jeremiah did. 

Just suppose that you were called upon to · 
marry a harlot. To this union 2 sons and a 
daughter were born. Suppose that once 
again she became an adulteress and that . 
you had too buy her back for the price of a 
common slave. Would you have faith in 
God? Hosea did. 

Just suppose you were cal led upon to stand 
before a king and rebuke him for his sin. 
And suppose' that in obe.dience to the will 
of God you performed your task only to 
learn that your head wo.uld be chopped off. 
Would you still have faith in God? John 
did. . . 

Just suppose that you learned very suddenly 
that your religious convictions were wrong. 
And suppose that as a result of being true to 
the Light you found you were cut off from 
your brethren. just supposeyou gave up 
everything and then discovered that you 
were to be persecuted, whipped, beaten, 
stoned and cast into prison for your beliefs. 
Would you still have faith in God? Paul 
did. 

Just suppose that you lived a perfect life) 
loved all men, always did God's will, 
s9ught to serve instead of being served and 
then you were nailed to a cross to die. 
Would you still have faith in God? Jesus 
did. 

Just suppose the church isn't friendly ... that 
people don't appreciate you ... that some 
snub you ... that nobody comes to visit 
you ... that you lose your health ... that some 
loved one dies ... that you go bankrupt. 
Would you ~till have faith in God? 

John Gipson, from The World Evangelist 
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6rowth In Jesus 

REF.UGE IN GOD: " 

LESSONS FROM RUTH 

Part Seven: A Light Cc;tn"1ot Be Hidden -
Ruth 2:8-16 

Ruth asked for permission to work in the field, 
and then began the tedious job of gleaning · 
grain. For some reason, the owner of the field 
himself takes time to speak with her and en~ 
courage her. He reassures her that she can stay 
in his field, that he has made sure that she will 
be treated well and that she may.feel free to 
take a drink from his water jars when she is 
thirsty. Ruth naturally wonders why he would 
make a special effort to reach out to a foreigner 
who is obviously in humble circumstances, and 
in his explanation she begins to learn some 
valuable lessons.· 

Evidently a lot of people had learned the story 
of Elimelech's family, and a lot of people were 
talking ab.out the faithful young Moabite 
woman who had come to Israel with her 
mother-in-law. Often it may seem as if no one 
notices our faithfu'lness, and even though we 
know that it is really God whom we ought to 
please, we are encouraged when other humans 
do take notice of some of the good we do. 
Here Ruth learns that people are aware of her 
'loyalty and her courage, and that this rich man 
has been favorably impressed with what he has 
heard of her. He has been encouraged by what 
he knows about her and because of it he wants 
to do something for her. So right away he does 
several small thingdor her, some he tells her 
about and some he does via instructions he 

gives to his workmen. 

We may not be in Boaz's positi.on that we can 
do specific things to help people we know are 
being faithful, but we can always .emulate him 
in simply expressing our appreciation and en
couragement when we see someone living by 
sincere and strong faith. A lot of others had 
heard of Ruth and probably also thought well of 
her, but had not taken the time to express it to 
her. We can in this way do a lot to help one an
other - in a way that costs nothing and risks 
nothing. Don't ever assume "someone else will 
tell them". 

One of Boaz's comments (in v.12) gives us in
sight into both his own perspective and Ruth's 
faithfulness. Boaz clearly sees what Ruth has 
done as "taking refuge in God"; he sees that 
what she has done is to deal with the frightening 
array of choices in her life by taking shelter in 
the one place that is secure. He·r loyalty to 
Naomi, her brave decision to leave her own 
people, her acts of kindness, her humility and 
hard work all flowed out of this decision to 
make God .(whom she had first seen thro,ugh 
Naomi) the cen~er and foundation of her life. 
That Ruth made so much of this speaks well of 
Naomi for introducing her to God, and that Ruth 
'and Boaz were united in sharing such an impor
tant perspective made it very easy for God to 
bring them together. Ruth's character and ac
tions had limited value in themselves - but be
cause of her faith they became very useful to her 
and to God. 

-Mark Garner 
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Family lnformatio11 

Registration 
Registration for the 195-96 1 school year begins 
March 1st. Consider the advantages of a 
Christian education for your ~hi Id-the Bible, 
and Christ are a special part of the whole school 
day, small class sizes, strong academics, and 
Christian teachers. . 

Youth Retreat 
We are having a teen retreat march 3-Sth . The 
cost is $25.00 a person. This is for 6th-12th ' 
grades. Sign up today! Your money is due 
February 26th. We will be in cabins. We are 
going to have classes, fellowship, moyies, and 
plenty of free time. We have full use of all the 

:<facilities in the lodge. They have a pool, weight 
·+room, sauna, game room ... We are leaving the 
~'building Fri. at 4:30 and will return Sun. at 6:30. 
·:You must have your medical form signed and 
return~d before we leave. Do not miss this great 
weekend! It will help you to draw dose to Jesus 
and each other. 

Spaghetti Dinner 
Central Ohio Christian School will sponsor their 
annual Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday night, 
March 25th. An auction will be held at the same 
time. Put this date on your calendar for a 
delicious dinner and fun time to support our 
Christian Schodl. More details later. 

27 
28 

Cale11dar 

, February 
Girl's Night Out, Chi Chi's 6:30 p.m. 
Central Ohio Christian School Skating 
Party At Usa Skates On Evanswood Dr. 
6:30-8:3- pm Tickets $2~00 At School. 
Skate Rental If Needed Is $1.75 

March 
5 Bridal Shower For Angela Yun 2 p.m. 

In The Annex. Registry Is At Lazarus. 
11 Training Session For Cradle Ro!I, March 

11th At 10:00 a.m. In The Annex 
12 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
19 Elders/ Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

No Summit 95' 
The Elders have decided not to sponsor Summit 
95' Youth Rally and Concert. _There are a 
number of reasons for this decision which we 
feel are justified. We recognize the efforts of 
those in past "Summits" and apprecia.t_e their 
wo_rk. If you would like to review this matter 
with the Elders, let us know and we will 
schedule a get-together. • -The Elders 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week 

AvgYTD 

Russia 

Avg Ytd 

$4691 Weds 

$5188 Sun Class 

$231 Sun AM 

$253 Sun PM 

155 

151 

308 

148 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Seivlce 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elderi:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 

9:30 am Ray Thome . 
10: 30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan_ 
S· 30 h1 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7
:
00 

p Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
• pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 

c Teaching Pelicans To Fish 
'-

Monterey, California has one of.the best harbors on the West Coast. And they 
once had a thriving fishing industry there. Fishermen·we.nt out to sea, and 
hauled in tons of sardines. They had a big cannery right there in Monterey. 
There was also a huge colony of pflicans in Monterey- those funny looking 
birds with the big pouch under their bills. Pelicans ordinarily feed themselves by 
swooping down low over the water, and scooping up fish in their bills. But 
these pelicans were different. They didn't have to fly and hunt. They could eat 
their fill of fish heads and cleanings dropped over the sides of the fishing boats. 

They had it made. Their food was literally brought to their doorstep. There was 
an abundance. They were all well fed, fat and happy. Thafis, until a sudden 
event changed the course of their lives. 

World War II began for the United States with the bombing of Pearl Harbor. 
Shortly thereafter, Japanese submarines were spotted off tbe coast of California. 
There was fear of an invasion. The fishing industry was brought to a standstill. 
No boat wanted to risk being sunk. Ahd now the pelicans had a problem. 

You see, by now they had raised a whole generation of pelicans who didn't 
know how to fish. No one had taught them. They di.dn't have to. Why should 
they fly and swoop when there was plenty of food lying on the surface of the 
water, right in the harbor? The birds began to starve to death. People tried to 
feed them, but it wasn't enough. Soon scores of bodies of these great birds were 
lying all over- the place. many floated in the harbor itself. You -can imagine the 
sight and smell! Now the city of Monterey had a problem. What to do with all 
these pelicans who didn't know how to fish? Just how do human beings go 
about teaching pelicans how to fish? 

Finally, some bright soul suggested these pelicans might learn to fish if they saw 
other pelicans fis.hing. After all , it was the natural thing for pelicans to do. St. 
Petersburg, Florida also had a large colony of pelicans. They captured and sent 
one hundred and fifty of the birds to Monterey. The Florida pelicans were turned 
loose and promptly started doing what' pelicans do best - fishing! In no-time at 
all, the California pelicans caught on, and were back in the act. There was 
plenty for all, the problem was solved, and everyone was happy. 

We are raising up a. generation of young people who do not know how to study, 
how to pray, nor how to teach someone how to be saved. The only hope is for 
them to see us doing those things so that they, too, might become "fishers of 
men.·" 

-Joey Spann 

Tom Yoakum Series- See Page 2 



SerJ1ing God 
WHY I AM A MEMBER OF 
THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Part One 

Tom Yoakum has written us from Auburn, 
Alabama to share his ideas on some important 
topics. 

Recent holiday travels took me through a mid
south city where my mother, now 86 years old, 
had grown up. This tim~ I got off the freeway to 
look up a friend. My search took me past the 
present location of a congregation of which my 
mother and her family had been members over 
seventy years ago. My attention was drawn to 
the sermon topic which was announced for the 
morrow, "Why I Am a Member of The Church 
of Christ." With a superior chuckle I thougnt to 
myself, "What a topic for New Year's Day!" 

Admittedly, I read answers into the topic which, 
while generally true teachings about the 
church, come across to me as a practical' denial 
of the restoration's goal to be the church which 
we read about in the Bible. Answers which 
emphasize "I" ar:id "WE" rather than God's 
action in Christ by the Holy Spirit. "I am a 
member of the Church of Christ bec~use I 
understood, I believed, and I obeyed ... " "WE 
are the true church because WE believe this 
and this and WE do that and that." Having 
conveniently pigeon-holed that congregation 
and its preacher I hurried on to the rendezvous 
with my friend who, after some bad 
experiences in a denomination, was 
"unchurched". Naturally, I did not mention that 
congregation to him. 

After a brief vi.sit with my friend I resumed the 
trip home. With more than five hours driving 
ahead of me, my thoughts went back to that 
sermon topic. Having recently completed a fresh 
study of Ephesians - Paul's "church epistle", I 
thought of it in connection with the apostle's 
concerns. I even began to see possibilities for a 
lesson with which to launch the church into a 
new year. It occurred to me later that had I 
stayed over in that city and visited that 
congregation along with my friend, we might 
have heard something like the following. 

I am a member of the Church of Christ because 
of the faith of my parents whose teachings and 
example shaped my religious convictions. The 
roots for my parents' faith go back to this very 
city through my mother and her mother to a 
family which played a significant part in efforts 
to restore New Testament Christianity in this 
area.' Mother's family moved to Michigan to take 
advantage of .the jobs in the developin.g auto 
industry and to be part of the church there. She 
met my dad and helped convert him to New 
Testament Christianity. The Depression required 
a move from Detroit to a Missouri farm. I was 
born during that move. 

My earliest church memories are of the simple 
worship in our home and those rare occasions 
when the preacher came from Jefferson City to 
hold services in the one-room district 
schoolhouse. When there was enough gasoline 
and good. weather we drove those 40 miles to 
worship with the whole church. I remember my 
excitement as we sang "We're Marching to 
Zion" ... (to be continued) 

-Tom Yoakum 
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Growth In Jesus 

REFUGE IN GOD: 
LESSONS FROM RUTH 

Part Eight: Things Become Clearer -
Ruth 2:17-23 

Ruth goes home and tells Naomi about what 
has happened. Now back.in verse 1 we were 
let in on a secret that Ruth didn't yet know - that 
this rich Boaz, whose field she was working, 
and who showed her such kindness, was a 
close relative of Naomi's late husband Elim
elech. Naomi herself knew who Boaz was, but 
had not realized that it was his field that Ruth 
had been gleaning in. Now that she knpws this, 
she also realizes the importance of Boaz's iden
tity as one of her family's "kinsmen-redeemers". 
Jewish law provided that a family had responsi
bility to.remar,.Y and/or otherwise provide for 
young widows, and to take responsibility for the 
property and households of men who had died. 
Each clan had a line of "kinsmen-redeemers" 
that had these responsibilities. As perceptive as 
Naomi was, there is little doubt that she real
ized at once the possibilities involved. But she 
did not yet explain all she knew and hoped to 
Ruth. 

Once again Naomi gives us an indication of h~r 
character. How many people in her position 
would have impatiently forged ahead trying to 
get Ruth and Boaz together before it was ti me? 
How many people would have at least wanted 
to talk about it and show their cards at once? · 
How many people do this and then call their 
impatience "faith"? Instead, Naomi simply rein
forces Ruth's decision to remain in Boaz's field 

rather than move to other fields to glean (as 
most poor people would have done from time 
to time for best results). Naomi is content for 
her to do just this until the harvest time is com·· 
pletely over. She is content that if God has in 
mind the same goal she does, it will happen; if 
God has a different plan-, it would not be wise 
for her to try to impose her own. 

We see also the innocence and patience of 
Ruth. She is in no hurry for new, exciting things 
to happen to her; that's not why she left Moab. 
How many young people in her position would 
crave for something to happen at once? How 
many would be impatient or bored with a sim
ple existence going on for some time? But 
Ruth's searching was genuine; she did not 
choose a "new" God just to get excitement or 
blessings. Thu~ she was able to be appreciative 
for every small blessing and every little step for
ward that she was given by God. Too many 
"believers" do not even notice the ways that 
God shows them gently, quietly, subtly, that he 
is at work. Too many in the church are so in
sensate that they can see only the crudest.forms 
of blessing, thus God is never able to bring them 
the deepest, most lasting blessings that require 
careful spiritual preparation. 

It is already becqming clear what will. happen 
with Ruth. But for everything to work out to the 
full as God wishes, our characters are going to 
have to be patient for a while yet. And their pa
tience and faithfulness in all important respects 
give us a fine example to follow. 

-Mark Garner 
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Family /11formatiil11 

Promise Keepers 

See Greg Hunt or Mike, Evans to ::;ign up! 
Reservations are filling up fast, we need to know 
Today if you are planning to attend. See bulletin 
board for more information. 

Canton Youth Rally 

Canton youth rally is March 24-25th. Details to 
follow. 

Food Pantry Needs 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: crackers, pancake syrup, pancake mix, 
muffin mix. 

·Items Needed 

If you know of someone who would be willing 
to donate items for the COCS silent auction, or if 
you would like to donate an item, please see 
Don or Cindi Gillespie. Items should be new. 
You can also d.onate services you can perform, 
such as__.:pil changes, painting, cleaning, 
ironing, etc. Receipts can be.provided for tax 
deductible purposes. 

Cale11dar 

March 
5 B.ridal Shower For Angela Yun 2 p.m. 

In Tlie Annex. Registry Is At Lazarus'. 
11 Training Session For.Cradle Roll, March 

11th At 10:00 a.m. In The Annex 
12 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
19 . ~lders/ Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
22 Winter Bible passes End 
24,25 Canton Youth Rally 
25 Central Ohio Christian School Annual 

Spaghetti Dinner 
26 New Creation Softball Meeting 

Please Note!! 

If you have an announcement or eV'.ent that 
needs to be put in the bulletin, please give it to 
Mark Garner or Jack Evans, or put it in one of 
their boxes at least 2 weeks before the event. 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $5377 Weds 162 

Avg YTD $5209 Sun Class 162 

Russia $229 Sun AM 298 

Avg Ytd $250 Sun PM 154 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frartk Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9:30 am Ray Thorne 

t 0:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Bamhafdt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
S· 30 Baughman, JohnB radley, Lynn Champney, Drurell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7 
:
00 

pm ' Lawrence, Jack Mauersborg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
· pm · Evw1gelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland, Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Without Faith 
All men seek happiness. There are no exceptions. However different the means 
they may employ, they all strive towards this goal. The reason why some go to
wara and some do not is the same desire in both, but interpreted in two differeht 
ways. The will never takes the least step except to that erid. This is the mo.tive of 
every act of every man, including those who go and hang themselves. 

I , 

Yet for very many years no one without faith· has ever reached the goal at which 
everyone is continually aiming. All men complain: princes, subjects, nobles, 
commoners, old, young, strong, w,eak, learned, ignorant, healthy, sick, in -every 
country, at every time, of all ages, and all conditions. 

A test whkh has gone on so long, without pause or change, really ought to con
vince us that we are incapable of attaining the good by our own efforts. But ex
ample teaches us very little. No two examples are so exactly alike that there is 
not some subtle difference, and that is what makes us expect that our expecta
tions will not be disappointed this time as they were last time. So1 while the pre
sent never satisfies us, experience deceives us, and leads us on from one misfor
tune to another until death comes as the ultimate and eternal ~limax. 

What else does this craving, and this helplessness, proclaim but that there was 
once in man a true happiness, of which all that· now remair;is is the empty print 
and trace? This he tries in vain to fill with everything around him, seeking in 
things that are not there the help he cannot find in those that.are, though none 
can help, since this infinite abyss can be filled .only with an infinite, and im
mutable object; in other words by-God himself. 

God alone is man's true good, and since man abandoned him it is a strange fact 
that nothing in nature has been found to take his place: stars,· sky, earth, ele
ments, plants, cabbages, leeks, animals, insects, calves, serpents, fever, plague, 
war, famine, vice, adultery, incest. Since lo~ing his true good, man is Cqpable of 
seeing. it in anything, even his own destruction, although it is so contrary at once 
to God, to reason and to nature. 

Some seek their good in authority, some in intelleC:tual inquiry and knowledge, 
some in pleasure. 

Others again, who have indeed corhe closer to it, have found it impossible that 
this universal good, desired by all men, 'should lie in any of the particular ob
jects which can only be possessed by one individual and which, once shared, 
cause their possessors more grief over the part they lack than satisfaction over 
the part they enjoy as their own. They have realized that the true good must be 
such that it may be possessed by all men at once :without diminution or envy, 
and that no one should be able to lose it against his will. . 

Blaise Pascal (1662) 



Ser11ing 6od 
WHY I AM A MEMBER OF 
THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Part Two 

My earliest church memories are of the simple 
worship in our home and those rare occasions 
when the preacher came from Jefferson City to 
hold services in the one-room district 
schoolhouse. When there was enough gasoline 
and good weather we drov~ those 40 miles to 
worship with the whole church. I remember my 
excitement as we sang "We're Marching to 
Zion" and my bewilderment at seeing severa l 
still lips as we sang, "Let those refuse to sing 
who never knew our God ... " After the war we 
moved back to Michigan to a community where 
my uncle, who supported himself with factory 
work, was preaching for a newly planted 
church - his sixty such "planting" in southern 
Michigan. Soon, I was baptized and within a 
year preached my first sermon - one from 
brother Brownlow's Seed for the Sower and 
which my mother had written out. 

On a personal level these are the EMPIRICAL 
WHYs I am a member of the Church of Christ. I 
realize that it may be different w ith you since 
my experiences are not yours. Some of you bad 
to wrestle with important biblical teachi ngs on 
salvation and the church which went against 
the religious beliefs of your family. Other os 
you became members after intense efforts to 
break free of the shackles of sin which bad 
dominated your life. Only aftera fundamental 

. decision to renounce sin and embrace Christ as 
Savior through the basic response of faith 
expressed in repentance and baptism did you 
begin to deal with the other doctrinal matters to 

which we have alluded and which are generally 
the heart of lessons by this title. 

I am not without similar reasons in my own 
faith. There came a time when I bad to subje~t 
all my inherited beliefs to the strict scrutiny of 

. scripture in order to make them my own faith. 
They remained essentially the same after this 
process even though some of the arguments 
used to support them had to be jettisoned as 
untrue to biblical teachings. Everi with my 
"good " moral upbringing, I cam·e to realize that 
my sins were equally dominating and damning 
and, thus, to appreciate the freedom which only 
Christ provides. 

As we allow the "whys" of our membership to 
penetrate behind and before the realm of human 
experience in which "I" and "We" are 
prominent to the theological ·realm which 
focuses on God's "Whys" the answers are truly 
challenging. W e take all these "whys" from the 
Ephesian letter: I am a member of the church of 
Christ because 1) God included me "in Christ" 
when I heard the gospel and believed; 2) 
because in Christ I have been reconciled to God 
in one body and through him have access to the 
Father by one Spirit; and 3) because "Christ 
loved the ch1:Jrch and gave himself up for her". 

When I learned the gospel and believed in 
Christ and was baptized, I participated in these 
spi r itual reali ties. I call them the THEOLOGICAL 
WHYs for my membership in Christ's _church. 
(to be continued) 

Tom Yoakum 
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Growth In Jesus 

REFUGE IN GOD: 
LESSONS FROM RUTH 

Part Nine: Romance in the Bible~ -
Ruth 3:1-10 

Now it is Naomi who takes the initiative. She 
has patiently thought over the situation, and 
now encourages Ruth to arrange a personal 
meeting with Boaz. Again Naomi shows a clear 
head; she has thought about the best way to get 
Boaz's attention in an appropriate way and is 
even able to predict how he will act in an un
usual situation. Naomi instructs Ruth how to 
make herself most attractive and then how to 
best arrange the meeting with Boaz. Boaz is 
very pleased with her attentions and obviously . 
wants to marry her. 

This is a unique episode in the Bible! We rarely 
see such a detailed account of a romantjc meet
ing in the Scriptures. And it is fascinating to re
alize the deliberate nature of Naomi's. plan. But 
the story is recorded in detail for .some impor
tant reasons. It shows us again what these indi
viduals are like and it is also leading up to the 
way that God will pull everything together. 
And we see that the happiness of faithful, pa
tient believers is important to God. 

People in the church have a lot of bizarre ideas 
ana unnecessary misunderstandings about love 
and romance. We overreact to the things we 
see pagans doing; and go to our own foolish ex
tremes. Many in the church act as if the whole 
idea of male-female relationships came from the 

devil. On the other hand, many believers have 
the same idolatry of relationships with the oppo
sile sex as do pagans, who always think that 
"finding the right one" will somehow transform 
them from miserable mediocrities into produc
tive, happy individuals . 

There are two things you need to know to put 
love and marriage into perspective: God in
vented these things, and God requires that we 
pursue them in his way if we want them to bring 
us joy. Rud'l and Boaz have none of the stupid, 
unnecessary deprecation of themselves (or of 
their chance to love each other) with which so 
many even in the church waste their time. 
When God gives you a blessing, any blessing, 
just appreciate it, don't analyze it or belittle it. It 
is healthy to have the·sense of innocent joy that 
Ruth and Boaz have here. 

Such special blessings must also be done God's 
way. It is notable that Boaz praises Ruth (v.10) 
for seeking out a man.with spiritual qualities 
~ather than looking for the wrong things. And it 
is clear that, while romantic, their interaction 
here is entirely pure in God's eyes. Even in 
their day, there ~as the same rampant immoral
ity and impatience in sexual matters that we see. 
But they did not use this as an excuse, and sim- . 
ply conducted themselves the way God wished. 
They didn't think that by acting i'n a more re
strained way that they were "missing out" on 
something. When we do things God's way, the 
results will be fulfilling. When we do things the 
world's way, we have only 'ourselve's to blame . 
when things go wrong. 

-Mark Garner 
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Fa1nily lnfor1nation 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: pancake syrup, pancake mix, muffin mix, 
tuna, jelly, jello, noodles. Your help is greatly 
appreciated. 

Items Needed 
If you know of someone who would be willing 
to donate items for the COCS silent auction, or if 
you would like to donate an item, please see 
Don or Cindi Gillespie . .Items should be new. 
You can also donate services you can perform, 
such as-oil changes, painting, cleaning, ' 
ironing, etc. Receipts can be provided for tax 
deductible purposes: 

Spaghetti Dinner 
Central Ohio Christian School will sponsor their 
annual Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday night, 
March 25th. An auction will be held at the same 
time. Put this date on your calendar for a 
delicious dinner and fun time to support our 
Christian School. 

Eternal Life ? 

As much as a child in its mother~ womb knows 
of its arrival, that's how little we know of eternal 
life. · 

-Martin Luther 

Calendar 

March 
19 Elders/ Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
22 Winter Bible Classes End 
24,25 Canton Youth Rally 
25 Central Ohio Christian School Annual 

Spaghetti Dinner And Silent Auction 
26 New Creation's Softball Meeting 

3 p.m. at Jeff Clark's Home Or Call · 
Jeff At 476-6446 

April 
14 Metropolitan Detroit Christian Chorus At 

Northland ' 

Great Ideas 

If you have a suggestion or ideas for the 
bulletin material, please present them to Mark 
Garner or leave a note i.n h_is box in the church 
office. We would especially like more articles 
from the Northland members. . . 

Contributions Attendance. 

Last Week $4905 Weds 142 

Avg YTD $5179 Sun Class 140 

Russia $267 Sun AM 295 

Avg Ytd $252 Sun PM 109 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening . 
Wednesday 

Elden: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prirl.ce, 
9: 30 am Ray Thorne 

10:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 

5.30 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champ~ey, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7 
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
• pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbu.s OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Acc~untability For Sin· 

There are two basic approaches when it tomes to one's account
abi I ity. One school of though (very popular today) is best illus'" 
trated by people who blame others for their plight. For ex~mple, 
we are told that poverty is the cause for crime and violence. Peo
ple are excused for their misbehavior because of circumstances. 
The other school or philosophy of behavior says that people are 
totally responsible for their action in spite of their €ircumstances. 
They can blame no one or anything else for what they have done. 
They cannot blame poverty, their parents, the government, their , 
lack of_ education, or that someone made them do some~hing (as if 
we had no co_ntrol). They have no one to blame but themselves for 
any misconduct. 

This second school is the biblical one. It holds each one of us re
sponsible for our sin. While we would agree that it is more diffi
cult to do right and shun wrong under trying and overwhelming 
circumstances, doing right is still expected by God. There is n·o ra
tional excuse or reason for sin. Our society, our marriages, homes 
and the world would be a better place to live in, if people simply 
stopped blaming others for their problems and simply started liv-. 
.ing God's way. According to James, sin is a decision. Consider 
James 1: 14-16, "But each one is tempted when he is drawn away 
by his.own desires and enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, 
it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is futl-grown, brings forth 
death. Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren." Paul writes in 
Romans 14: 12, "so then each of us shal I give account of himself to 
God." God's Word will be the standard by which we will be 
judged Uohn 12:48). If you're guilty of blaming others, stop -it and 
start living right. God is not impressed by excuses, just faithful 
obedience. 

-Travis D. Irwin 



Se1·11ing 6od 
WHY I AM A MEMBER OF THE 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
(Part Three) 

As we allow the "whys" of our membership to 
penetrate behind and before the realm of 
human experience in which "I" and "We" are 
prominent to the theological reqlm which 
focuses on God's "Whys" the answers are truly 
challengi.ng. We take all thes~ "whys" from the 
Ephesian letter: 1) I am a member of the church 
of Christ because God included me "in Christ" 
when,' in the manner described above, "I heard 
the gospel of salvation and believed in him", a 
fact which He confirmed by sealing me with the 
Holy Spirit (1:13-14), 2) I am a member of the 
church of Christ because in Christ I have been 
reconciled to God in one body and through 
him have access to the Father by one spirit 
(2: 14-18). "So then you" (and I) "are no longer 
strangers ... but fellow-citizens with the saints 
and member of the household of God" (2:19), 
and 3) I am a member of the church of Christ 
because "Christ loved the church and give 
himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, 
having cleansed her by the washing of water 
with the word, that he might present the church 
to hims~lf..." (5:25b-27)! 

When I learned the gospel and believed in 
Christ and was baptized, I participated in these 
spiritual realities. I call them the 
THEOLOGICAL WHYs for my membership in 
Christ's church. (Before pursuing this though, 
permit me the following note.) 

The readers of this manuscript may already 
have· noticed that I have changed from Church 
with a big"<;:" to church with a little "c". There 
is a reason for this which stands at the very heart 
of our restoration plea. In view of the religious 
pluralism of our society we have for the most 
part adopted the name "Church of Christ" and 
proper grammar requires that it be a big "C" . 
Church. Although we feel this is a practical 
necessity, we admi't th,at it has denominational 
overtones since we have chosen (owned) this 
name from several New Testament terms which 
were only intended to describe relationships -
God's or Christ's ownership of us. Furthermore, 
we have very likely adopted other'terminology 
and attitudes which are denominational in 
nature. I suspect th.at if you are visiting with us, 
you picked upon that when you read the title of 
this· series. I, indeed all of us in this body of 
believers, are truly sorry for this. This was not 
our intention and by adopting a little '"c" church 
we want to confess ownership by Christ and 
direct ourselves to more consistent plea for the 
restoration of the ideal church of which we read 
of in the New Testament. We cannot claim little 
"c" church of Christ (or "church of God" or 
"church of God in Christ", etc.) as our exclusive 
possession since it properly belongs to all those 
everywhere who hear the word of truth and 
believe in Christ and, having been washed by 
water with the word, are saved by God's grace 
in Christ. 

-Tom Yoakum 
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Growth In Jesus 

REFUGE IN GOD: 
LESSONS FROM RUTH 

Part· Ten: Patience and -
Determination - Ruth 3:11-4:10 

Now that Ruth ·and Boaz desire to marry each 
other, consideration must be<given to the proper 
course of action. Boaz is aware of the specific 
requirements that God's law made for the 
widow of a Jew. Though Boaz would like to 
marry Ruth immediately, he knows that he does 
not have first claim. He must first follow God's 
law in requesting another, closer relative to the 
dead Mahlon if he wanted to put in a claim to 
Ruth and to Mahlon's physical estate. Ruth, a 
foreigner, probably understood none of the le
gal issues involved, but patiently permits Boaz 
to do what he must. Naomi encourages her 
with the knowledge that Boaz obviously loves 
her and will see that the matter is resolved 
quickly one way or another. 

Again, we have good examples of handling a 
situation in which the individuals obviously had 
strong desires that things work out the way they 
wished. But none are impatient, none follow 
their own wills, but they all allow God to have 
his way. Many men in Boaz's shoes would 
convince, themselves that "God must want what 
will make me happy" and would ignore the way 
God wanted them to act. And many women in 
Ruth's position would have been impatient with 
Boaz, thinking "if he really loyed me he 
wouldn't consider it so important to do it God's 
way and risk our happiness". It is a great test, 

when we have a strong love for another human, 
to find out whether our love for God is still 
stronger. 

Many believers only trust God with their words, 
not their attitudes. Many approach a potential 
marriage relationship with the attitude that they 
have selected the one who will make them 
happy, and they desperately hope that God will 
agree with them! Instead you should be asking 
God if ¥QJJ. have chosen correctly, and of he 
says "no" you should be grateful, not resentful. 

Because Boaz and Ruth do as God requests and 
allow him the chance to say "no", they can be 
confident that, now that they are to be married, 
they did the right thing and that their marriage 
will be based on a firm foundation. Note that 
the fact .that they obeyed did blQI guaranty that 
God would say "yes"! Many people only do 
things God's way because they think that God is 
then obligated to give them what they want. 
This is a sick and insane way of serving .God. 
You must do things God's way to allow God the 
chance to tell you if you are on the right track or 
not. Never assume that what you want is right 
and that the question is just to get God to go 
along with it. Always assume that God's way is 
best and that it is your job to give God every 
chance of showing you something better than 
what you have in mind. 

In -this case, what Boaz and Ruth wanted was 
also what God wanted. So they can now move 
ahead with every confidence that they are obey
ing God's plans. If God had shown them differ
ently, they would equally have accepted it and, 
would have continued to serve him wholeheart

ed!Y· 
-Mark Carner 
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Fa1ni/y lnformatio11 

Food Pantry Needs 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: hand soap, coffee, saltine crackers, 
spaghetti sauce. 

Items Needed 
If you know of someone wno would be willing 
to donate items for the COCS silent auction, or if 
you would like to donate an j tem, please see 
Don or Cindi Gillespie .. ltems should be new. 
You can also donate services you can perform, 
such as-oil changes, painting, cleaning, 
ironing, etc. Receipts can be provided for tax 
ded.uctible purposes. 

Prayer Req1:1ests 
Tina Marie Guilfoyle-please pray for my brother 
Johh. He is struggling to return to God as well as 
trying to reach out and study with others. His 
address is on the bulletin board. Also please 
pray for me to regain my first love and desire to 
know God. To not look to others for my 
example but to Christ. To also trust God to 
resolve my financial situation caused by 
reduced hours due to program changes. 
Patricia Dawson-please pray for my grandma, 

Cale11da1· 

-March 
22 Winter Bible Classes End 
24,25 Canton Youth Ra-llY' 
25 Central Ohio Christian School Annual 

Spaghetti Dinner And Silent Auction 
26 New Creation Softball Meeting 
29 Devotional And Sign Up For Spring 

Adult Bible Classes 
\ 

April 
2 New Adult Bible Classes Begin 
14 Metropolitan Detroit Christian Chorus At 

Northland 

Camp 
If you are interested in coming to the Northwestern 
Ohio Christian Youth Camp as part of the staff this 
year we are having a very important potluck and 
meeting on Sunday April 9th after morning services 
in the annex. Our dates this year are June 17th-24th. 
We h~we created seve~al new positions this year and 
we will need to fill them. It is very important that 
everyone who plans to attend camp as part of the 
staff attends this meeting. -Dave McDaniel. 

. 
Contributions Attendance 

, she has diabetes. 1'last Week $5441 Weds 148 
Sherry Kilgore-please pray for her fri.end who 
had open heart surgery, brain surgery, and is on 
life support. 

Avg v=ro 
Russia 

Avg Ytd 

$5175 

$516 

$276 

, Sun i:iass 166 

Sun AM 295 

Sun PM 154 

Seniices 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Seivlce 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

/ Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Fiank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9:30 am Ray Thome · 

1 0: JO am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt,. J.oe .Barozzini, Dan 

5• JO Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell E;;tep, G.reg Hunt, Lou T:oo ,pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMastcr.i 
· pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Think About It 
In the days when an ice cream s.undae cost much less, a 10 year 

old boy entered a hotel coffee shop and sat at a table. A waitress 
put a glass of water in front of him. "How much is an ice cream 
sundae?" he asked. 

"Fifty cents," replied the waitress. The little boy pulled his hand 
out of his pocket and studied a number of coins in it. "How much 
is a dish of plain ice cream?" he inquired? 

Some people were now waiting for a table and the waitress was 
a bit impatient. "Thirty-five c'ents," she said brusquely. 

The little boy.again counted the coins. "I'll have the plain ice 
cream," he said. 

The waitress brought the tc:e cream, put the bill 011 the table, 
and walked away. The boy finished the ice cream, paid th~ 
cashier, and departed. 

When the waitress came back, she picked up the empty plate 
and then swaflowed hard at what she saw. There, placed neatly 
beside the empty dish, were two nickels and five pennies ... her 
tip ... the difference between a sundae and plain ice cream. 

~ When was the last time you had "plain ice cream'' (a little less) 
oi' in order to give someone else a little more? ...... 
-'=· 
E:! -The Communicator 

~ 



Serving6od 

WHY I AM A MEMBER OF THE 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

(Part Four) 

Returning to the theological realities which 
stand behind my personal experience of 
believing and obeying Christ, discussion of 
why I am a member of the church of Christ 
must include ihos·e realities which are also 
before my empirical "whys". Indeed, they 
come before the foundation of the world. 
As one who is in Christ, I now see myself 
included in those who were chosen by God 
before the foundation of the world, 
destined in love to be his sons, destined 
and appointed to live for the praise of his 
glory (1 :3-12). While I reject the errors of 
those who teach predestination, I do 
humbly acknowledge that in Christ I am 
caught up in the foreknowledge, election 
and purpose of God. I would urge you to 
see yourselves in the same way if you are in 
~hrist. God, who accomplishes all things 
according to the counsel of his will is the 
ULTIMATE WHY for our membership in 
His church. 

Accepting, not necessarily understanding, 
God's election as the ultimate why of my 
life directs me to the PRACTICAL WHYs I 
am a member of the church of Christ. In 
contexts where God's sovereign and saving 
choice is prominent, Paul gives three 
purpose statements for the church. Since 
they are plural I must drop "why I am a 

member" and ask "why are WE members in 
Christ"? Paul answers. 1) God's purpose 
and plan in Christ is "to unite all things in 
him, things in heaven and things on earth 11 

(1:10), 2) as ones who have been made 
alive in Christ, rai'sed with him and seated 
with him in the heavenly places (2:5-6) "we 
are -God's workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works which God prepared 
beforehand" (2: 10) and, 3) the plan_ of God 
the creator of all things is "that through the 
church the manifold wisdom of God might 
now be made known to the principalities 
and powers in the heavenly places" (3:10). 
If as a congregation, we can understand and -
respond to these divine directives they will 
be our theme for the coming year and for all 
the years unti I our Lord comes. 

As Paul's prayer (1:18ff) indicates, such 
insight will not come easily but it can be 
discovered by reading this inspired epistle 
(3:4-6). According to the purpose statement 
in 3:10, the mystery which we discover by 

·such a reading is itself to be made known 
by us, the church, to principalities and 
powers in heavenly places. References to 
"powers" in Ephesians (1 :10, 21-:-22; 2:2; 
3: 1 O; 6: 12) and t.o "heavenly places" (1 :3; 
20; 2:6; 3:10; 6:12) suggested this meaning: 
the church is to be a visual demonstration to 
powers in the spiritual realm of that which 
God has as his ultimate goal - to unite them 
and all other things under the-headship of 
Christ (1 :10). 

-Tom Yoakum 
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6rowth In Jes11s 

REFUGE IN GOD: 
LESSONS FROM RUTH 

Part Eleven: Hopes Fu'lfilled 
Ruth 4:11-16 

So at last Ruth and Boaz marry, to the joy of all 
who know them. They both are able to experi
ence the joy of having a partner who is fully 
committed to God and his plans, and they stand 
out to those around them as a fine example to 
follow. They have great hopes for the future of 
their family. And Naomi is also able to share in 
their joy (v.16-17) that she did so much to help 
God bring about. The picture is now complete 
for the characters we have been studying. 
Some overali lessons from our study so far: 

..,.. 

(i) .E.aith is essential to receiving and experienc
ing God's blessings. Naomi, Ruth and Boaz are 
exceptional examples of humans who tried to 
see God's hand in all that happened. At all 
times they understood that God's will should 
and must me done, and that their only real 
choice was to do things his way. Whether 
things went well on the surface or not, they 
committed their actions to him. This meant two 
things. Wheri things went badly for them, or 
when what happened was not what they 
wanted, they always had hope for the future 
and an understanding that God was still in con
trol. And when God blessed them, they fully 
appreciated it. Those who do not have faith 
will be the most discouraged when things go 
wrong, and they will not enjoy (and will often 
not even notice) God's blessings. 

(ii) God is a refuge for those who struggle and 
search. His refuge will be what we most need 
~hen we need time to heal, time to understand, 
or simply need to wait for God to show us what 
comes next. The refuge that Ruth took in God, 
having sought him out even though she was 
brought up to foJ low false gods, enabled her to 
endure hardship, to develop a faithful friendship 
with Naomi, and en;;i.bled her to show outstand
ing patience while God was working things out 
for her future. Ruth had a genuine faith in God 
in all respects, and her example is worth careful 
study by those who need to develop more inner 
peace and trust in God. 

(iii) The characters in this story saw the princi
ples God taught as being directly related to their 
'lives and actions. They did not make the artifi
cial, senseless distinction between life and doc
trine that many mentally lazy Christians do. 
They understood that when God taught any- . 
thing, it had a meaning for them personally. 
They understood that knowing God's own char
acter-and nature would teach them how to live. 
They knew that God never teaches or says any
thing that i~n't important and worth knowing. 
The events we have studied are all carefully 
connected with things that the characters knew 
about God that helped them to live as he 
wished. 

Now despite all this, we aren't done with our 
study. There is another side to al I that has been 
happening that we have not yet overtly dis
cussed. Next week we will hear the rest of the 
story. 

-Mark Garner 
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Family lnfor1natio11 

Food Pantry Needs 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: laundry soap, coffee, saltine crackers, 
spaghetti sauce canned fruit. 

Singles Retreat 

The Singles Retreat at Round Lake will be held 
April 28th-30th. Pre-registration will be held 
April 2, 9, 1'6, 23 on these Sunday mornings in 
the foyer. The cost is $48.00. 

Attention Married Couples 

Our Singles Retreat is coming up and we need 
you for the weekend of April 28th-30th, we still 
need 3-5 people willing to serve in the kitchen 
and help prepare meals. Separate sleeping 
quarters are provided for the kitchen workers 
and you are welcome but not required to stay 
past Saturday evening. Please see Vicki Thomas 
or Terry Moore for details. A sign-up sheet is 
posted on the b.ulletin board. 

Softball 

The New Creations softball team will meet 
today at 3p.m. See Jeff Clark for more 
information. . 

ii 26 
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Calendar 

March 
New Creation's Softball Meeting 
3 p.m. At Jeff Clark's Home Or Call 
Jeff At 476-6446 
Devotional And Sign Up For Spring 
Adult Bible Classes 

April 
New Adult Bible Classes Begin 
Metropolitan Detroit Christian Chorus At 
Northland 

Camp 
If you are interested in coming to the Northwestern 
Ohio Christian Youth Camp as part of the staff this 
year we are having a very important potluck and , 
meeting on Sunday April 9th after morning services 
in the annex. Our dates this year are June 17th-24th. 
We have created several new positions this year and 
we will need to fill them.· It is very important that 
everyone who plans to attend camp as part of the 
staff attends this meeting. -Dave McDaniel. 

,. Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $5192 Weds 160 

· Avg YTD $5177 Sun Class 149 

Russia $284 Sun AM 319 

Avg Ytd $277 Sun PM 137 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9:30 am Ray Thome 

t 0:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
S· 30 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
· pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ ~581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Jesus Didn't Quit 

Jesus didn't quit meeting with the disciples because Judas was a 
thief, nor because Peter was fickle. He did not quit preaching or 
living right because some of the brethren were unforgiving, un
kind, or overly ambitious. Jesus didn't quit his post of leadership 
because he was once in the presence of an adulterous woman, un
~crupulous businessmen, a gang of Pharisaical hypocrites, or 
narrow-minded demon worshippers. 

Do we claim Jesus as our example, but then go our way, doing 
ar;id saying whatever we please? Have we given only lip service to 
Jesus when our hearts ar far from him? 

If Jesus is the example we strive to follow in our lives today, we 
will not be quitters. ·we will be so busy with the work of the Lord 
that we will not have enough hours in the day to do all we 
planned to do .. The results will be happier ones. The world 
around us will be better for us and our children. With so much sin 
all about us in the world, may we strive more diligently to live 
more like Christ, to see more souls saved through teaching God's 
word and await our reward in heaven. 

-The Communicator 

'Wo discipline seems pleasant at the time, but 
painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of 

righteousness and peace for those who have been 
trained by, it. 

Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and 
· weak knees. Make level paths for your feet, so that 

the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed." 
Hebrews 12:11-13 



Servi11g 6od 
WHY I AM A MEMBER OF THE 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
(Part Five) 

The church is to be a visual demonstration to 
powers in the spiritual realm of that which God 
has as his ultimate goal - to unite them and all 
other things under the headship of Christ (1:10). 
"Get real," you say. This is as real as it gets! 
The forces .which stand behind the political and 
cultural and religious entities in this world· 
divide and destroy people in their relationships 
with each other and with God (2:1-3). Christ 
~as alrnady overcome them by his death and 
resurrection - and he has done this for the 
church (1 :20-23). Now it is the church's task to 
consolidate this victory in word and deed as it 
proclaims the good news which unites people 
under. Christ's rule (2:17) and as it lives out that 
unified life (4:1-3). The church is to be the 
witness to God's plan and power both as 
messenger and as "Exhibit A". 

place of two. Paul then gets a preposition into 
action as he coins a series of words containing 
.s..um - "fellow" or "together with" (2:19-22; 3:6). 

I 

The particular occasion of ~aul's words was the 
division of Jew and Gentile which God was 
healing by the saving message of the gospel. It 
is only a small hermeneutical step tci translate 
the "us" and "you" who become "us.both" into 
black and which, rich and poor, traditionalists 
and progressives, women and men. But this 
small step in our mind becomes a giant step in 
practice. Indeed, Paul is calling the church to 
do and to be that which human powers, 
however enlightened and benevolent, can never 
do and be - one new and perfect man in Christ. 
With that goal before us the purpose statement 
of 2:10 speaks powerfully. We (all of us 
together) are God's_ poem (literal reading) 
created in Christ Jesus for the good works which 
God has prepared for us - works which forge 
and foster this union in Christ by proclaiming 
and living by the ·gospel. These works are set 
for1h in the "walk" to which we are called in the 
practical admonitions of this letter (see Chs. 4-6). 

God calls the church to be a unity. Far from a 
mere "circling of the wagons" in this evil world 

If by "get real" you mean "be practical", then (5:7-l4), this unifying effort calls for aggressive 
see Paul's practicality in his application to evangelism, committed disciples.hip, and 
churches in Asia. This is best done by thoroughly relational Christianity (4: 11-16). 
following the pronouns in Ephesians 1-3. In the Only by holding to the full EMPIRICAL, 
opening section (1 :3-12) "we" and "us" THEOLOGICAL, and PRACTICAL dimensions of 
dominate. "You" and "your" come next on the · "Why I Am A Member of the Church of Christ" 
scene (1 :13-2:29) and are followed by "ourf, can we begin to lay hold of this divine calling. 

I . 

"us both" and "we both" and "you also" (2:14- Let us earnestly pray with Paul both for the 
22). Explanation comes in 2: 11ff as "us" is insight (1: 15-23) and the power (3: 14-2 i) to do 
identified as Jews who were. near and "you" are so. 
far away Gentiles. By Christ our peace and 
through the blood of his cross the '"us" a11d the 
"you" become'"us both'\ - one new man in 

2 

-Tom Yoakum 

61·owth In Jesus 

REFUG~ IN GOD: 
LESSONS FROM RUTH 

Part Twelve: The Rest of the Story -
Ruth 4:17-22 , 

While God was actively leading Naomi, Ruth 
and Boaz through the struggles and decisions in 
their lives, he was simultaneously working in a 
much broader way to fulfill a part of his eternal 
plan. The things we have studied in Ruth are . 
not only helpful as examples of faithful living, 
they have a direct meaning to all of us who 
through Jesus have accepted and joined our-
selves to God's eternal plan. · 

You will recall that Naomi and Elimelech were 
from the area near Bethlehem, and 1 :19 tells us 
that it was in Bethlehem that the events leading 
to Ruth and Boaz's marriage occurred. Now, at 
the end of the book, we see the significance of 
this as we learn that Ruth's son, who is being 
cradled in Naomi's lap as the book closes, is the 
grandfather of the future king David. And thus 
Ruth has become ultimately a human ancestor 
of Jesus Christ. She is even one of the few 
women mentioned by name in Matthew's ge
nealogy of Jesus' human ancestry. 

As we now conclude our study of Ruth, here. 
are just some .of the reasons why this new dis
closure is significant: 

(i) The very keeping of the genealogies in the 
Bible is to emphasize to us that the characters 
we read about are real humans who actually 
lived. (As with everything in the Bible, even the 

genealogies in Chronicles are ,important. If there 
is anything in the Bible that seems boring or 
unimportant to someone, that says more about 
that person's ability to understand the Bible than 
it does about the Bible's contents.) Here we are 
reminded that Ruth and Naomi were real per
sons, and the struggles they faced were real 
things that humans dealt with and God helped 
them with. All the genealogies in the Bible are 
to remind ~nd prove to us that the characters in 
the Bible are flesh and blood, creations of the 
living God's handiwork rather than creations of 
some .fiction writer's imagination. 

·(ii) Ruth, a foreigner brought up to worship false 
gods, was grafted into the family tree of the liv
ing God's only begotten son. This shows us that 
God's plan was always meant to encompass all 
who wish to know him. God saw Ruth's sincere 
wish to serve him and enabled her to do so. 
God kno~s that our nation, race, and family say 
little about whether we will genuinely seek him, 
so he took steps long ago to open his door to all 
who knock. 

(iii) Showing us a personal portrait of Ruth as 
one of Jesus' human ancestors is one of many 
times in the Bible that Gpd emphasizes that Je
sus himself became a real flesh and blood man. ' 
As Jesus emphasized constantly by calling him
self "The Son of Man", it is vital that we beli~ve 
and understand that Jesus lived physical'ly as · 
one of us, with all the temptations, inconve
niences, and risks that it involved. 

-Mark Carner 
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Fa111ily /11fo17natio11 

Food Pantry Needs 
. I 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: tuna, coffee, spaghetti sauce, paper 
towels, kleenex, canned fruit, jelly. 

Singles Retreat 

The Singles Retreat at Round Lake will be held 
April 28th-30th:.Pre-registration will be held 
April 2, 9, 16, 23 on these Sunday mornings in 
the foyer. The cost is $48.00. · 

Attention Married Couples 

Our Singles Retreat is coming up and we need 
you for the weekend of April 28th-30th, we still 
need 3-5 people willing to serve in the kitchen 
~nd help prepare meals. Separate sleeping 
quarters are provided for the kitchen workers 
and you are welcome but not required to stay 
past Saturday evening. Please see Vicki Thomas 
or Terry Moore for details. A sign-up sheet is 
posted on the bulletin board. 

An Evening Of Singing 

On Sunday Evening, April 16th, Alan Foster will 
be with us to lead us in an evening of singing. 
He will also be teaching us a number of new 
songs. Plan to come and enjoy an evening1 of 
learning, praise, and worship. 

-;; 
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Cale11dar 

April 
2 New Adult Bible Classes Begin 
9 Deacons Meeting, 8 am, .E-4 l 
· 14 Metropolitan Detroit Christian Chorus At 

Northland ' 
16 Elders Deacon Meeting, 8 am, E-41 
16 . An Evening Of Singing With Alan Foster 
28-30 Singles R¢treat At Round Lake 

·camp 
If you are interested in coming to the Northwestern 
Ohio Christian Youth Camp as part of the staff this 
year we are having a very important potluck and 
meeting on S.unday April 9th after morning services 
in the annex. Our dates this year are June 17th724th. 
We have created several new positions this year and 
we will need to fill them. It is very important that 
everyone who plans to attend camp as part of the 
staff attends this meeting. -Dave McDaniel. 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $5040 Weds 94 

Avg YTD $5166 Sun Class 142 

Russia $336 Sun AM 297 

Avg Ytd $281 Sun PM 145 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders:WilburiAllen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 

9:30 am Ray Thome 
10:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe a~oziini, Dan 
S· 30 pm Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7
:
00 

Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
• pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A More Glo_rious Light 

Joy 
(Part One) 

, As God has cast upon the unrepentant sinner two deaths - a temporal 
I 

and a spiritual- so has He breathed into us two lives. Though our natu-
ral life were but a continual dying, yet we have two lives besides that -
an eternal life reserved for heaven and a· heavenly, spiritual life even in 
this world. 

As God does thus inflict two deaths and infuse two lives, so does He 
pas$ two judgments upon man, or rather repeats the same ju,dgment 
twice. For that. which Christ shal I say at the last Judgement, "Enter into 
thy Master's joy," (Matt. 25:23) He said to your conscience now, "Enter 
into Thy Master's joy." the blessedness of.the next life is afforded here ... 

Howling is the noise of hell; singing th~voice of heaven. Sadness is the 
damp df hell; rejoicing the serenity of heav~n. He who has not this joy 
here lacks one of the best pieces of evidence for the joys of heaven. and 
has neglected or refused that earnest by which God binds His bargain -
that true joy in this world that shall flow into the joy of heaven as a river 
flows into the sea. As my soul as soon as it is out of my !Dody is in 
heaven, so that sou I that goes to heave~; meets heaven here. 

As my soul goes by heaven. to heaven, so the true jdy of a good soul in 
this .world is the very joy of heaven. And we go thither not without joy 
that we might have joy infused into us, but as Christ says, "Our joy might 
be full" Uohn 16:24) - perfected, sealed with an everlastingness. 

As in the face of death I shall see the fa<:e of God, so in the agonies of 
death ... I shall have a joy that shall no more evaporate than my soul shall 
evaporate - a joy that shall rise and put on a more glorious garment 
above and be joy superinvested in glory. 

. ~ -John Donne (17th Cent!Jry) 

a 
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Se1•Jting 6od 
LESSONS FROM GEESE 

When you see geese flying, along in a 
V- formation, you might be interested.in 
knowing what scientists have discovered 
about why they fly that way. As each bird 
flaps its wings, the wind currents it creates 
produce an uplift for the bird immediately 
following. 

By flying in a V formation, the whole 
flock adds at least 71 percent greater flying 
range than if each bird few on its own. 
Lesson 1: People who share a common 
direction and sense of community can get 
where they are going quicker and easier 
because they are traveling on each other's 
thrust. 

Whenever a goose falls out of formation, 
it suddenly feels the drag and resistance of 
trying to go it alone and quickly gets back 
into formation to take advantage of the 
lifting power of the bird immediately in 
front. Lesson 2: If we take a tip from the 
geese, we will stay in formation with those 
who are headed the same way we are 
going and stay with the task at hand. 

When the lead goose gets tired, he drops 
to the back and another g.oose flies the 
point position. Lesson 3: It pays to take 
turns when doing hard jobs. 

Geese honking from behind seem to 
encourage those up front. Lesson 4: We 
respond to encouragement from others. 

Finally, when a goose gets sick, or is 
wounded and fal Is out of formation, two 
geese fall out with him and follow him 
down to help and protect him. They stay 
with him until he is either able to fly or until 
he is dead. They then launch out on their 
own or with another formation to continue 
their journey. Final lesson: If we follow the 
example of geese, we will stand by each 
other in the same way. 

Bear ye one another's burdens, and so 
fulfil the law of Christ. (Galatians 6:2) 

2 

-Does God Exist? 

"Two are better than one, because 
they have a good return for their 

work: If one falls down, his friend 
can help him up. But pity the man 

who falls and has no one to help · 
him up! Also, if two lie down 

together, they will keep warm. But 
how can one keep warm alone? 

Though one may be overpowered, 
two can defend themselves. A cord 

of three strands is not quickly 
broken." Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 

6rowth In Jes11s 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

Study #1: Interpreting 
Difficult Passages 

We all kn.ow passages in the Bible that create 
confusion and even debate. But "God is not a 
God of disorder"; thus we should be able to an
swer any questions that are of genuine impor
tance. Over the next few weeks, we will take a 
look at a number of Scripture passages that most 
commonly puzzle even those who are reason
ably familiar with the Bible. We will start by 
establishing some important general principles. 
Sound means of studying the Bible are even 
more important than getting the right answer to 
any one question, because you must make the 
truth your own, not something that someone 
else told you. 

' 1) Is it important? Berore spending Lime dis-
cussing a question from the Bible, we must ask 
whether it is important, whether it is a point the 
Bible puts forth as significant. The Bible does 
not pretend to answer all possible questions 
about Christianity, only those of spiritual impor
tance. There are many questions and side is
sues that we as humans are curious about, but 
most of them are not of concern to God. Just 
two examples: the "thorn in the flesh" that Paul 
received (2 Car. 12:7) and being "baptiz~d for 
the dead" (1 Car. 15:29). In both cases, it is not 
relevant what the precise meaning of these 
terms are, and the Scripture does not explain 
them. Read both passages in their contexts: the 
key meaning of the passages does not depend 
on knowing the meaning of these obscure 

terms. But to many humans, this kind of 
"mystery" has an irresistible attraction, because 
it is a chance to show how clever we are, with
out running the risk of challenging our lives in 
some way. So even people »'ho ought to know 
better waste a lot of time coming up with theo
ries that can never be proven or disproved. 

2) Keep Scriptures in context. This means much 
more than just looking at the previous verse! A 
lot of mistaken teachings come from thinking 
that as long as you look just prior to the verse 
you're studying, you have magically establishe,d 
a context. Any passage in the Bible must also 
be fit into the context of the .b.QQk that it is in -
each book has its own goals, structure, and mes
sage. And everything must be viewed in the 
context of the Bible as a whole. The examples 
in the weeks ahead will illustrate this. 

3) Look at Scripture from Cod's Perspective. Let 
God interpret God's Word! Most of the major 
difficulties we encounter in the Bible disappear 
as soon as we just look at what the Bible itself 
says, without trying to fit it in with our own 
opinions or the beliefs of other humans (even 
those in the church!). Anything pf significance 
in the Bible is capable of clear understanding if 
we allow God to explain it himself. Next time, 
for example, we will look at the concept of 
"deliberate sin" that comes from Hebrews 
10:26. Believers tend to waste a lot of time try
ing to define what the difference is between 
"deliberate sin", and whatever they imagine the 
alternative kind of sin to be, because they do 
not let God explain this Scripture to them - in
stead they view it in light of our strictly human 
desire to classify and analyze. 

-Mark Carner 
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Fa1ni/y Information 

An Evening Of Singing 
On Sunday Evening, April 16th, Alan Foster will 
be with us to lead us in an evening of singing. 
He will also be teaching us a number of new 
songs. Plan to come and enjoy an evening of 
learning, praise, and worship. 

Golden Agers 
We are dissolving the Golden Agers program !! 
It will be replaced with the 50's Plus. The 50's 
Plus will meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of 
each month at 10:00 am'-12:00 in the church 
building. We will be having a variety of 
speakers monthly. We Will also be having a 

1 different social activity once a month. A 
,calendar of events for-the summer will be 
'~posted soon. -Roy Estep 

,. ' Joshua And The Battle Of Jer.icho 
The COCS sixth graders have been asked to 
perform their marionette show "Joshua And The 
Battle Of Jericho" on this Sunday night, April 9th 
at 5;30 pm. The story is found in Joshua 1-6. 
We hope you will come and be in the audience. 

Bible Book Store 
Stop in and see Jim 'Robbins at the Bible Book 
Store. He is having a sale on most of his music 
cassettes. Including The Crossroads Singers, 
Heaven Generation Singers, and Freedom 
Singers. 

Calendar 

April 
14 Metropolitan Detroit Christian Chorus At 

Northland 
16 Elders Deacon Meeting, 8 am, E-41 
16 An Evening Of Singing With Alan Foster 
28-30 Singles Retreat At Round Lake · 

May 
6 Men's Breakfast, Old Country Buffet 

Morse Rd~ 8 am 
6 Gr~unds Beautification Day 9 am 

Camp 
If you are interested in coming to the Northwestern' 
Ohio Christian Youth Camp as part of the staff this 
year we are having a very important potluck and 
meeting on Sunday April .9th after morning services 
·in the annex. Our dates th is year are June 17th-24th. 
We hp.ve created several new positions this year and 
we will need to fill them. It is very important that 
eve~yone who plans to attend camp as part of the 
staff attends this meeting. -Dave Mc.Daniel. 
I 

Contributions 

Last Week 

Av.g YTD 

Russia 

Avg Ytd 

$4853 

$5144 

$205 

$5144 

Attendance 

Weds 

Sun Class 

Sun AM 

Sun PM 

163 

145 

245 

96 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell; Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 

9:30 am Ray Thome 
t 0: 30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
, S· 30 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
• pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A More Glorious Light 

The Joy Of Heaven 
(Part Two) 

Humiliation is the beginning of sanctification. As without holiness 
no man sh'all see God, though he ponder whole nights upon the 
Bible, so without humility no man shall hear God speak though he 
hear three two-hour sermons every day. 

If God brings you to that humiliation of soul. and body here, He 
will improve and advance your sanctification more abundantly, 
and when He has brought it to the best perfection that this life is 
capable of, He will provide another manner of abundance in the 
I ife to come. 

There was never joy like unto the joy which our Lord had set be
fore Him when ,He enduted the cross. If I had the joy of all the 
martyrs, yet I shall have a.joy more qbundant, even superlative 
joy, in the world to come. 

What a dim vespers' of a glorious festival, what a poor half~holyday 
is Methuselah's 900 years to eternity? If I.could believe the trans
migratidn of souls and think what my soul had been successively 
since the creation, what a yesterday is that? 

Whatever a man has in this world of temporal abundance, I have 
life more abundantly than that, for I have the spiritual life of grace, 
and what measure I have of this spiritual grace in this world, I shal 1. 
have more abundantly in heaven. There my· term sh al I be a term 
for three lives; for those three are that as long as the Father and th~ 

. son and the Holy Ghost live I shall not die. 

-John Donne (17th Century) 
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Ser11ing 6od 
FAITHFULNESS 

Faithfulness is not a word that stirs. up a lot 
of excitement. Faithfulness is not something 
that starts the adrenaline to flowing. Yet, 
there is no more important word in our 
relationship with God. Something that god 
does demand of congregations and 
individuals is that they be faithful. 
Faithfulness cannot be replaced. 

Faithfulness cannot be replaced by activity. 
Many times we measure the value of a 
congregation or the spirituality of a 
Christian simply by their activity. But, when 
Jesus addressed the seven churches of Asia 
Minor, He did not necessarily equate 
activity with strength or spirituality. For 
instance, to the church at Ephesus He said, 
"/know your deeds, and your toil and your 
perseverance ... " But he also said there were 
some things He had against them, and that 
if they did not repent, He would remove 
their lampstand out of its place (Revelation 
2:1-7). Their activity was not enough. The 
Lord demanded faithfulness. 

Faithfulness cannot be replaced by popular 
appeal. The Old Testament tells of two 
men who preached the message of God. 
One had outstanding response, while the 
other never gained a single convert. One 
converted I iteral ly thousands apparently 
with a single sermon, while the other 

preached for decades without a response. 
The one preacher was Jonah and the other 
Noah. The last we hear of Jonah he was 
disgruntled, discouraged, and angry with 
God. But Noah is remembered as a 
preacher of righteousness (2 Peter 2:5). 
Jonah, no doubt, had more popular appeal, 
but Noah is remembered for his faithfulness. 

Faithfulness cannot be replaced by personal 
preference or initiative. When Joshua was 
selected . 
by God to 
replace 
Moses as 
leader of 
the 
Israelites, 
he was 
instructed 
to " ... do 
according 

"And without faith it is 
impossible to please God, 

because anyone who come~ 
to him must believe t;hat.-bei 
exi.sts and that he rewards 
those who earnestly seek 

him.'' 
Hebrews 11:.6 

to all the law which Moses my servant 
commanded you; do not turn from it to' the 
right or to the left, so that you may have 
success wherever you go" (Joshua 1 :7). The 
key to Joshua's success as a leader would be 
his faithfulness to God. 

While there are times when activity is 
important, when popular appeal has its 
place, and personal preference and initiative 
can prove helpful, they are no substitute for 
faithfulness. In all that we work. for and try 
to be for God, may we, first and foremost, 
be faithful to Him. 

-David Deffenbaugh 
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6rowth In Jesus 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

Study #2: "Deliberate Sin" 
Hebrews 10:26-31 

The usual (mis-)understanding of this passage is 
that there is some kind of distinction between 
sin that is "deliberate" and sin that is not, with 
the "deliberate" ones being subject to the severe 
co'nsequences that the verses detail, and the 
".non-deliberate" ones evidently being possible 
for God to overlook. So believers who should 
know better get involved in fruitless, unresolv
able discussions about where the "dividing line" 
lies. I 

1) Is it Important? We can tell fr<;>m the conse- · 
quences - "fearful expectation of punishment", 
"raging fire", "dreadful thing" - that whatever 
this passage is warning us against, it is a serious 
matter. And it is one we can understand. 
Would God give such a severe, frightening 
warning and then fail to give us enough to dis
cern what precisely he is warning us against? 

2) The Context The book of Hebrews is written 
to a group of predominantly Jewish believers 
who were openly questioning whether they 
were "getting anything" out of following Jesus, 
and were considering a return to Judaism or 
some other substitute.· Hebrews was written to 
persuade such people that there is no real 
choice - Jesus is in every way superior to the life 
offered by any other religion, lifestyle or philos
ophy. Chapter 10 reaches the heart of the mat
ter - any purpose for our lives must rest on 
whether or not it provides forgiveness of sins. 

The writer explains why only Jesus' sacrifice is 
sufficient to do this once for all, and then gives a · 
warning: if you ,choose to reject Jesus' sacrifice 
and to go on sinning after Jesus has been re
vealed to you, you have no hope left. There is 
no '.'Plan B" of salvation. That is what 10:26 
means! The text doesn't say "if you deliberately 
commit a sin, it says." if you deliberately gQ_Qil 

sinning" - and all major English versions except 
the KJV make this distinction unmistakably. It is 
warning that once you hear the gospel, you will 
never hear anything better. Don't look or wait 
for another choic~, while continuing (or return
ing to) your old lifestyle, because the conse
quences of such folly will be extreme. 

3) God's Perspective vs. Human Thinking We 
humans we have a passion for pointless analysis 
that lends itself to establishing any kind of rating 
system. We love to compare ourselves with 
ourselves. So we have been in love with the ar
tificial distinction between "deliberate" and 
"non-deliberate" sin because it affords a great 
opportunity to excuse plenty of our own sins 
(which are of course "non-deliberate") while giv
ing us a pseudo-spiritual excuse self-righteously 
to blast the sins of others who obviously are 
committing them "deliberately". But God does 
not see any two sins as being different in their 
essentials; ain'. sin is a rebellion against God that 
you wouldn't have committed unless you had a 
flaw in your relationship with him. Any sin that 
isn't forgiven is subject to the frightening punish
ments in v. 27-31. It's not relevant in the least 
whether your sin is "deliberate" or not. The vi
tal distinction is whether your sins are forgiven 
or not - and this depends entirely on accepting 
the plan offered by the Forgiver, not on the spe
cific nature of the sins you committed. 

-Mark Garner 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: beef stew, paper towels, brown paper 
grocery bags. 

An Evening Of Singing 
On Sunday Evening, April 16th, Alan Foster will 
be with us to lead us in an evening of singing. 
He will also be teaching us.a nul}"lber of new 
songs. Plan to come and enjoy an evening of 
learning, praise, and worship. 

Child Care 
For children ages toddler to 6 years, there will
be child care during the marriage videos 

-~presented Sunday evenings April -23 - June 11. 
~The toddlers will be in room E-6, ages 1-3 in 
?;room E-8.and ages 4-6 in room E.,.28. See Karen 

Susenna with questions. 

Singles and Teens 
We need your help in ministering to the married 
brothers and sisters. Please sigri up to cover tare 
responsibilities Sunday evenings, April 23- June 
11. Please serve the body by allowing the 
married to fully participate in the marriage 
videos. See Karen Susenna to sign up. 

Cale11dar 

April 
28-30 Singles Retreat At Round Lake 

May 
6 Men's Breakfast, Old Country Buffet, 

Morse Rd. 8 am 
6 Grounds Beautification Day, 9 am 
14 Deacon's Meeting, 8 <,lm, E-41 
21 Eider's Deacon's Meeting, 8 am, E-41 

Drew Rouhana, a college student at Fishinger 
' ' 

& Kenny was injured while on a mission trip to 
Jamaica. He is in intensive care at Grant 
Hospital. A fund is being established to help 
with his expenses. He is uninsured. If you 
would like to contribute, we will be taking a 
special collection this Sunday morning. Please 
indicate on your envelope the additional 
amount you are giving for Drew. 

Contributions Attendance -

Last Week $5234 Weds 171 

AvgYTD $5150 Sun Class 169 

Russia $327 Sun AM 285 

Ayg Ytd $279 Sun PM 151 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell; Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 

9:30 am Ray Thome 
t 0· 30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 

5:30 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darre)l Estep,' Greg Hunt, Lou 

7
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, B.eryl McMasters 
• pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A More Glorious Light 
Seeing God 
(Pait Three) 

All the world is but a glass in which we see God. The church 
itself, and even faith, are but a dark representation of God to us till 
we come to that state to "see God face to face and to know as we 
are also known." 

As for the sight of God here, our theater was the world, our 
medium and glass ~as the creature<md our light was reason. F~r 
our knowledge of God here, our academy was the church, our 
medium the ordinances of the church, and our light the light of 
faith. 

The sphere in which we shall see-God is heaven. He who asks me 
wh.at heaven is, means not to hear m~ but to silence me. He 
knows I cannot tell him. When I me~t him there I shall be able to 
tell him, ahd then he will be able to Jell me; then we shall be but 
able to tell one another. What we enjoy is heaven, but the tongues . -
of angels and glorified saints shall not be able to express what that 
heaven is, for even in heaven our faculties shall be finite. 

H'eaven is not a place that was created, for all that was created 
shall be dissolved. God did not plant a Paradise for Himself and· 
remove to that, as He planted a paradise for Adam and removed 
him to that. But God is still where He was before the world was 
made. And in that place where there are more suns than there .are 
stars in the firmament and more light in another sun, the Sun of 

. righteousness, than in all of them, in that illustration, that effusion 
of beams or glbry, which began to shine not 6,000 years ago, but 
6,000 millions before that, in those eternal, in those uncreated 
heavens shall we see our Omniscient God. 

John Donne (17th Century) 



Set1'11ing 6od 
THINGS WORTH HAVING 

I often hear parents say, "I want my children to 
have it better than I did when I grew up. I want 
to be abte to give them things I never had!" 

But the problem is that in our concern for 
giving our children the things we didn't have, 
we often fail to give them the things we .did 
~! In our eagerness to give our children 
everything money can buy we often fail to give 
theni the things money cannot buy. Things 
like ... 

1. A Real Home. Too often, the home has 
become nothing more than a motel. .. a place to 
eat, sleep, and change clothes. Families seldom 
eat together or interact with each other in any 
meaniogful way. Sixty percent of all children 
will spend a significant part of their lives in a 
home shattered by divorce or other family 
crisis. 

2. A Realistic View Of Money. Today's kids 
have too much: $60 jeans; $100 sneakers; $50 
shirts. What are we really teaching our kids 
about life? 

3; A Genuine Faith In God. How sad for a 
child to grow up in a home where the Bible is 
not read, where daily prayers are not heard, 
where life is not shaped by deep commitment 
to God. 

IF WE SUCCEED IN GIVING OUR CHILDREN 
THESE THINGS. NOT MUCH ELSE IS NEEDED, 

-The Lord's Way 

Take Note 
A DAY OF PRAYER AND FASTING 

The Redwood Church of Christ in Redwood 
City, California has, for the past ten years, 
sponsored an annual Day of Prayer and Fasting 
to focus on the hungry, homeless, and 
oppressed people worldwide. This year they 
have chosen June 4, 1995 to ask Christians 

_. everywhere to pray for the helpless and lost and 
to skip at least one meal to acknowledge the 
influence of God's mercy and grace in the lives 
of all mankind. The effort is also designed to 
raise funding for a worldwide effort to feed the 
hungry, known as Manna International. 

Your elders do not have any personal 
knowledge .of how this effort operates to feed 
the poor on a worldwide basis. We are, 
therefore, not prepared to recommend that you ' 
send any money to Manna International at this 
time. If you feel the m~ed to do so, however, we 
have posted the information on.the bulletin 
board with the address, etc. However, we do 
see the individual value in a day of prayer and 
fasting with the hungry and· poor people of the 
earth as the focus. God's.Word is clear on what 
our attitude should be as regard's those less 
fortunate than ourselves. Moreover, our own 
food pantry is an excell.ent way to act on the 
scriptural ~eaching that we help lift the burdens 
of those we can assist, sometimes with much 
more than just food. We will ask the bulletin 
organizers to put the June 4, 1995 date fo the 
Calendar for your reference. 

"'" -The Elders 
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61"owlh In Jesus 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

Study #3: "Disputable Matters" 
Romans 14 

This chapter gives us direction on how to han
dle disagreements amongst believers. Unfortu
nately, many who.read it get sidetracked by an
alyzing the phrase "disputable matters" instead 
of accepting the more important lessons about 
attitude that the pa·ssage was meant to illustrate. 
Believers get involved in many pointless discus
sions about what is disputable and what isn't, 
often dragging in other Scriptures ripped out of 
context to support a distinction that Romans 14 
isn't making. . 

1) Is It Important? This whole chapter deals with 
how to handle these "disputable matters", and 
Paul appeals to us to listen carefully. So it is im
portant to know exactly what all this applies to. 
The problem comes in when we pick and 
choose what things are "disputable" according 
to our own opinions, and we abandon the prin
ciples God lays out here. 

2) The Context This is a good example that 
shows it is not enough to look just at the imme
diate passage. This passage must be harmo
nized with everything else the Bible says about 
resolving differences. Scriptures such as 
2Timothy 2:23-26, Philippians 1 :15-18 and oth., 
ers show Lis that it is important to have a charita
ble attitude towards others with whom we have 
differences at all times, not just when we are 
dealing with something clearly "disputable". In 
Romans itself, it is often overlooked that the 

book is not just concerned with doctrine, but 
also teaches proper attitudes at each step. (A 
few examples: 2:17-24, 8:36-39, 11 :17-21 ). 
What credit .is it to us if we have the right an
swers but the wrong attitude? Here in Romans 
14, this 'is the point - the emphasis is not on de
termining which issues are really unresolvable, 
but in having the-right attitude whether we are 
right or not, whether the issue is important or 
trivial. 

3) Cod's Perspective vs. Human Thinking We 
are so monstrously insecure that we cannot bear 
the though of peacefully allowing someone else 
to go around believing something that we are 
sure is wrong. And for such person's to persist 
not only in wrong thinking, but also in confi
dently believing that God loves them anyway, is 
intolerable to those of us who are proud of 
knowing all the right answers (whether it is be
cause we just happen to know it all ourselves, or 
because we have diligently memorized what the 
church has taught). We feel better if we know 
that there are a few things that we are permitted 
to feel self-righteous about, and on which we 
can attack people when they are wrong. We 
take a valid idea - that we must never compro
mise on things we know to .be true and impor
tant - and bend it into an excuse to be self
righteous. God knows that none of us in our
selves is any more knowledgeable than· the most 
ignorant or most malignant unbeliever. If you 
happen to know the truth about a subject - any 
subject - you know it only by the grace of.God, 
so you have no reason to be proud. Anything 
you know is in spite of your ignorance, not be
cause of your spirituality. The pr_inciples in Ro
mans 14 apply to all matters of dispute - the alli: 
~ must always be the same whether the is-· 
sues involved is trivial or salvation-determining. 

-Mark Carner 
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Fiimily /11for1natio11 

Food Pantry Needs 
The food pantry is in need of the following 
items: paper grocery bags, kleenex, paper 
towels, beef stew, instant coffee (small jars), 
jello, pudding. 

Potter's Children's Home 
On May 25th Pqtter's Children's Home will be 
in this area for their 1995 commodities pick up. 
They need liquid soap and cash tp purchase 
perishable items. -If you would like to donate or 
would like more information see Roy Estep. 

Singles And Teens 
We need your help in ministering to the married 

.. :~brothers and sisters. Pease sign up to cover chi Id 
\':care responsibilities Sunday evenings, April 23-

. \,June 11. Please serve the body by allowing the 
married to fully participate in the marriage . ' \ 
videos. See Karen Susenna to sign up. 

Thank You 
Many, many thanks to everyone who provided 
food or sleeping arrangements for the Detroit 
Youth Chorus. 150 people were fed and 104 
were housed overnight. You responded in a 
wonderful way. Even as I was calling oyt the 
housing arrangements, people were responding 
that they would be a host/ hostess. Yau· served a 
great bunch of students. 

Cale11dar 

April 
28-30 Singles Retreat At Round Lake 

May , 
6 Men's Breakfast, Old Country Buffet 

Morse Rd. 8 am 
6 Ground~ Beautification Day 9 am 
14 Deacon's, Meeting, 8 am, E-41 
21 Eider's Deacon's Meeting, 8 am, E-41 

Please Note !! 

If you have an announcement or event that 
needs to be put in the bulletin, please give it to 
Mark Garner or Jack Evans, or put it in one of 
their boxes at least 2 weeks before the event. 

Cont~ibutions 

Last Week 

AvgYTD 

Russia 

Attendance 

Weds 200 

Sun Class 192 

Sun AM 315 

-Betty Chappell !Avg Ytd ' 

$4958 

$5138 

$283 

$279 Sun PM 122 

ServJces 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening · 
Wednesday 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9:30 am Ray Thome 

t 0:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, To~ Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini'. Dan 

5.30 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7 
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
· pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 

c A More Glorious Light 
(Part Four) 

God maae light first, and three days afterward that light became a sun, a 
more glorious light. God gave me the light of nature when I was quick
ened in my .mother's womb to receive a reasonable soul. God gave me 
the light of faith when I received rny baptism. B.ut in my third day, when 
my mortality shall put on immortality, He shall give me the light of glory 
by which I shall see Himself. 

To this light of glory the light of honor is but a glow-worm and majesty 
itself but a twilight. The cherubim and seraphim are but candles. The 
Gospel itself, which the apostl€s call the glorious Gospel, is but a star of 
the least magnitude. If I cannot tell what to call this light by which I shall 
see it, what shall I call that which I shall see by it - the essence of God 
Himself? 

I 

Joy In Heaven 

When we shall love everyone as well as ourselves, and so have that joy 
of our own salvation multiplied by that number, we shall have that joy 
so many times over as there are souls saved. Because we love them as 
ourselves, how infinitely shall this joy be enlarged in loving God so far 
above ourselves. 

We have but this to add: heaven is called by many pretentious names. 
Life: simply and absolutely there is no life but that. And kingdom: sim
ply, absolutely there is no kingd0m that is not subordinate to that. And 
Sabbath: a perpetual Sabbath. But the name that should enamour us 
most is that it is fullness of joy - fullness that needs no addition, that ad-
mits no leak. • ' 

Though we place blessedness in t.he sight of God, yet the first thing that 
this sight of God shall produce in us is joy. The measure of our seeing of 
God is the measure of joy. See Him here in 'His blessings, and you shall 
joy in those blessings here. And when you come to see Him in His 
essence, then you shall have this joy in essence and in fullness, of which 
God in His goodness gives US/an earnest here.1 Such an earnest may bind 

1: us to that inheritance hereafter, which His Son, our Saviour, has pur-
~ chased for us with the inestimable price of His incorruptible blood. 

-John Donne (17th Century) 



Se1·14nlf 6od 

THE WORD OF LIFE 

No scientist on earth is able to define, 
much less to explain, the thing we call life. 
The best definitions stand as much in need 
of explanation as that which they purport to 
explain. What marvelous thing is life, 
transcending far beyond the comprehension 
of man, who has learned many facts 
concerning life, but can give us no 
intelligible 'explanation of them! But if 
none of us can say what life is, we can all 
distinguish between that which is living and 
those objects which have no life. Between 
the two there is a great gulf which only 
divine power can span. Only the living 
God can impart life to that which is lifeless. 

. T_he written word of God contains the 
characteristics found only in living things, 
as it exhibits not'merely the perishable life 
that we are familiar with, but life of a 
different order imperishable and 
incorruptible. 

The Bible differs from other books in its 
perpetual freshness. This characteristic will 
be recognized by those who know the book 
in that intimate way which comes from 
living with it as with a member of one's 
family. The Bible never becomes 
exhausted, never diminishes its power to 

\ 

quicken the soul who comes to it - like a 
fountain of living water, always fresh and 
always refreshing. The most familiar 

passages yield as much (if not more) 
refreshment at the thousandth reading as at 
the first. Like the living companion to 
whom we go for help and fellowship, this 
living book adapts itself to every new phase 
of our experience and new conditions of 
life. From the most familiar passages there 
comes again and again a new message, just 
as our most familiar friend or companion 
has something ne~ to say as new situations 
require it. This is true of no book of man 
from which we obtain the writer's message 
the first perusal. However beautiful its 
language 
may be, the "For the word of God is 
second liv·ing and acti'Ve. Sharper 
reading is . than ~n.y double-edge~ . 1 , 
sel~om jsword, it penetrates even to 
enJoyed. dividing soul.andspirit,1 

The /~int~~and "!arrow; it I 
difference JUdge~ihe thoughts and-
i s between atii.tudes of the bean". 
the living I Hebrewsj 4:i'2 
and the 
dead, for the Bible is a living word. Like the 
mechanical processes which generate 
electricity, th is word of life, if received and 
kept in the human heart, generates the spark 
and spirit of immortality which shall one 
day bring that soul still alive into eternal 
glory. 

-Frank Winters 
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Growth In Jesus 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?' 

Study #4: "The Unforgivable Sin" 
Matt. 12:31-32, Mark 3:28-29 

These passages have probably trdubled sincere 
believers more than any others in the Bible. In
stead of panicked, insecure wondering about 
what the "unforgivable sin" is, and whet~er you 
may have unwittingly committed it, try instead 
to study these Scriptures in context, and you 
will see what they are saying. 

1) ls It Important? I would assume, if doing 
something leads to never being forgiven, and 
being guilty of an "eternal sin", that it was pretty 
important to know what this sin was. 

2) The Context Here you should study the 
whole passages in Matthew 12 and Mark 3. (It's 
also in Luke 11, without the ver~e that we are . 
studying.) The discourse Jesus gives is occa
sioned by his obvious public healings that at
tracted such attention from the common people 
and so much resentment from the religious 
leaders. Most of the religious leaders had al
ready decided to reject Jesus, but knew in their 
hearts that they ought to have listened to him. 
So they would constantly look at all he did with 
this bias. When they looked at the healings, in 
particular here the driving out of demons, they 
were obviously dealing with superior forces. 
Since they had already decided not to admit 
that Jesus came from God, that left them only 
one alternative - that he came from Satan. So 
Jesus explains that to claim that he drove out 
demons by the power of Satan is logically in-

consistent and theologically absurd. But not 
only that, he told them that the attitude that 
caused this error was serious in the extreme -
they had hardened themselves past the point of 
repentance and forgiveness. The specific sin 
that was beyond forgiveness was ascribing the 
works of God to Satan. 

I 

3) Cod's Perspective vs. Human Thinking So 
much of our lives here seems arbitrary and acci
dental that to many of ~s it seems quite possible 
that there could be some mysterious sin that, if 
you committed it, you could never be saved. 
But this feeling shows a lack of trust in God -
first that God would not adequately warn us 
specifically and also that there could be some
thing minor in itself that could lead to such dire 
consequences. But to God, who is so eager to 
forgive, the only thing that could disqualify 
someone from any possibility of forgiveness is a 
sin that is not only bad in itself, but is also in
dicative of a heart so hardened that there is no 
possibility of the repentance that must precede 
forgiveness. (The Bible teaches us that this does 
happen.) Such a sin is the action t;;iken in this 
passage by some of the religious lead~rs. To 
look at works of God and say that Satan did 
them is monstrously insulting to God and shows 
a total lack of perspective and integrity. No one 
could do this without having made an irrevoca-
ble detision to reject Jesus, and thus to reject all 
hope of grace. But you have not done this; you 
may be struggling greatly to live as Jesus asks, 
but you are trying. So you have nothing to fear, 
from any "unforgivable sin". 

-Mark Garner 
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Fa1nily lnfor1nation 

Food Pantry Needs 
The food pantry is in need of the following 
items: kleenex, paper towels, instant coffee, 
jelly, bar soap, laundry detergent. 

Youth Camp 
·June 18 - June 24 

Just a reminder to be getting your registration 

Cale11dar 

April 
28-30. Singles Retreat At Round Lake 

3 
6 

6 

May 
50's Meeting, 10 am At The Church 
Men's Breakfast, Old Country Buffet 
Morse Rd. 8 am 

forms sent in as soon as possible. If you are in 14 
need of financial help please let us know. Also if 17 
you are interested in being part of the staff let us 21 

Grounds Beautification Day 9 am , 
Deacon's Meeting, 8 am, E-41 
50's Meeting, 10 am At The Church 
Eider's Deacon's Meeting, 8 am, E-41 
SO's Lunch At Golden Coral I, 1 pm 
50's Trip To Almish Country, Meet At 
Church At 9 am 

know as soon as possible. We still could use 
some cabin counselors; May 7 we will be 
having a training session for the staff in the 
annex. This will also be a potluck. June 4 we 

>will have our "before camp meeting". Wemill 
-:· go over last minute details then. That will ~also 
-~: be a potluck. Any questions see Dave or Cheryl 

McDaniel. 

Parents Of Children 
All children from 1st grade thrOL,igh 6th grade 
are to meet in room E-44 on Sunday evening 

21 
25 

Great Ideas !! 

If you have a suggestion or ideas for the 
bulletin material, please present them to Mark 
Garner or leave a note in his box in the church 
office. We would especially like more articles 
from tlie Northland members. 

during the Marriage Seminar, where they will be--------------....---
viewing videos. All other students are requested 
by the Elders to join the adults in th~ auditorium 
for the Marriage Seminar films. We request that 
the parents make sure their children cooperate 
and are not left roaming the hal Is or outside 
during services. We will be monitoring the halls 
and parking lot. -The Elders 

Contributions 

Last Week $4851 

Avg YTD $5121 

Russia $198 

Avg Ytd $275 

Attendance 

Weds 176 

Sun Class 162 

Sun AM 288 

Sun PM 223 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 

9:30 am Ray Thome 

• Sunday Evening 
Wednesday · 

1 0: 30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
S·JO .Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7 
·
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Matlersberg, David McDaniel, Bery! McMasters 
: pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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I Married A Ch.ristian 

I married a Christian because a godly mate is a blessing. The genuine 
spirituality of a companion is worth far more than all the treasures on 
earth. Truth, mercy and. loving-kindness are my mate's garments for ev
ery day. 

I married a Christian because of the hours of trial in this life. 'A Christian 
companion is long-suffering towards human weaknesses, knowing vic
tory comes from a bond of genuine Christian love. A Christian mate 
with a wise and understanding heart is a strength in moments of discour
agement and despair. When the hour is dark and all seems hopeless, my 
mate shows me the silver lining in the cloud of trouble. 

I married, ·a Christian because I know my love will be returned a hundred 
fold. I know I have that which I give and my mate'·s love, too. Our aims, 
our hopes and our aspirations are one. This brings true happiness to our 

. companionship. · 

I married a Christian because I wanted a cqmpanion with a Christ-like 
mind and attitude to counsel the family. Our children are blessed by 
that mate of mine who

1
will listen to their problems of.life with·a loving 

heart and lead them in Christ's way. ·· · 

I married a Christian because I wanted a mate whose love even looks be
yond our own family to the sickness and needs of others. A Christian 
mate seeks first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and sets the 
prpper ~xample before our children and others., 

I married a Christian because I can love, trust, honor and cherish such a 
one until death parts us. 

' ' 
I married a Christian because I want more than anything to go to heaven 
when this life is over, and I am confident my mate does also. We can 
help ea.ch other as we)ourney the road of life so that we may both liv!f 
in heaven after awhile. 

Author unknown 



Ser11ing 6od 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

It is good to hear some of the good news that I 
heard through Frank.' He just came here for a 
week so that we could talk about different 
issues concerning the church in Garno Altaisk, 
concerning the preaching school in Barnaul and 
concerning some plans for the future. I was 
encouraged as well by some of the lessons h~ 
gave regularly every evening for the Christians 
of the church. Non-Christians as well were 
invited and the attendance has averaged about 
15 each evening. His lessons were on Romans. 
They raised many questions and lengthy · 
conversations afterwards. 

Last week Max, a student in physics at the . 
university, was baptized in the river of Garno 
Altaisk. The water was freezing to death and it 
was even snowing, but Max did not want to 
wait any longer for a decision that had taken 
him a few months to make . . He .is a very good 
friend .of mine, a great encouragement to the 
church and the changes he has made from 
some problems with alcohol to a disciplined 
and loving life have testified to God's power. 

I am advertising on the local TV every week 
different new subjects so as to attract many 
people to come to church. I had one on 
suffering and had about 30 people attend. · You . 
have to understand th,e church membership is 
no more than 10. I had one on money where 
20 people came and I even.had one on sex and 
50 people camel I am trying anything I can to 
get people interested. · 
The challenge is to keep the people. They are 
very easily distracted by the many problems of · 
the present sodal economical situation of 
G?rno Altaisk. And as you will hear it a little 

bit more through Frank, those problems are not 
small. Another challenge of which I am starting 
to see some positive results is equipping the 
Christians so that they can ·in turn teach others 
about the Good News. It takes a lot of time and 
patience, but it is very en_couraging. 

I will soon finish writing a booklet whose 
purpose is to help the Christians to study the . 
Bible with their non-Christian, friends. This can 
even be used directly by non-Christians to get 
some of the basics on how and why to becbme 
a Christian. Frank will have a copy when he 
comes back. I hope that this booklet will not 
only be useful for my present situation but that it 
will equip many other Christians throughout 
Russia to present the gospel in a way that 
attracts people and meets their needs. 

Other encouraging news - I spent over a 
week in Barnaul talking with Jonathan and the 
leaders of the church about the basics for setting 
up and running small groups. the'y are now 
operating and they seem to be going well. They 
have had eight baptisms already since starting 
the .groups mee_ting. I am intending some of my 
thoughts into a small brochure that can be used 
for small groups. 

It is exciting to see that when a church has 
been nurtured for a while, leaders naturally rise 
up and some small group organization can take 
place. I personally believe this to be one of the 
key strategies for the growth of the churches in 
Russia. 

Ptease make sure that you all jump at the 
same time on Frank-when he comes back. He 
has some pictures of your Russian/Swiss couple. 
You are in our prayers daily. 

From Russia with Love, 
Yves and Anichka 

Frank will be arriving back in Columbus this 
Sunday evening about 6:;45 p.m. on American 
flight 4029. 
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6rowth In Jesus 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

Study #5: Standards of Judgment 
Romans 2: 1'2-16 

the law of God, and the situation of an ignorant 
Gentile who knows nothing of the law, and 
shows that the essential spiritual needs and dan
gers are exactly the same - thus they both have 
an equal need for Jesu~. So, far from saying that 
there wi 11 be different standards of judgment, the 
whole point is that there will be just one stan
dard: are your sins forgiven? The contrast in 
v. 12-1 5 is i 11 ustrati ng that this same standard -

People reading this passage out of context often condemns both the Jew who knew the law but 
imagine that God will use different standards to . not the Savior, and the Gentile who never knew 
judge individuals in different situations. Be- either. Both .have chosen their own standard, 
cause the passage makes separate statements thinking it would save them, but Paul explains 
about Jews and Gentiles, many misinterpret it to that each one is condemned by his own stan
mean that those who know God's Word will be dard. The Gentile wishes to be judged by con-
judged by how well they follow it, and those science - fine, because no one measures up to 
who don't know the Word will be judged by God's standard of morals. The Jew wishes to be 
their consciences. judged by zealous law-keeping- fine, because 

1) Is it Important? Romans goes into great detail 
as to exactly what the standards are, and it is all 
important to us. On the other hand, what is not 
important is the type of hypothetical question 
that humans love to ask: "How does this apply 
to those who died before Jesus?", "What about 
someone who was baptized by John the Bap
tist?" We interest ourselves in these questions 
to take attention away fron:i our own spiritual 
danger. If you were in fact baptized by John the 
Baptist, or if you have a good friend who ex
pects to die before the crucifixion, then these 
questions are relevant to you, and you should 
study them. But otherwise, you should stop in
dulging pointless curiosity and focus your en
ergy instead on understanding how the Scrip
tures apply to ¥Q.U. 

2) The Context The gqal of the first part of Ro
mans is to explain why "Jews and Gentiles alike 
are under sin" as it says iri 3:9. Paul carefully 
details the situation of a faithful Jew who knows 

the only passing grade is 100%, which no Jew 
ever obtained. · So each one's standard comes 
back to the one that God had all along - you 
need forgiveness, not a performance level. 

I 

3) God's Perspective vs.,Human Thinking In our 
hearts, we do not accept that we would have 
gone to hell and eternal punishment if we had 
not become Christians. Each of us wants to be 
an exception - "I might have been 0.K anyway." 
We cling to this long after becoming Christians, 
and it constantly hinders our spiritual gr0wth 
and our understanding, of Scripture. When we 
let our reading of Romans 2 be influenced by 
our resistance to accepting our own ·sinfulness, 
~e want it to say something different - we want 
it to say that there really COLI Id be different stan
dards of jud_gment. After all, if God makes them 
for others, he might make one for me, too. But 
looking at it from God's perspective reinforces 
what we really know all along, that the only 
standard of judgment is Jesus. 

-Mark Garner 
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Fa1nily Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: instant coffee, paper towels, kleenex, 
jello, soup, hand soap, laundry detergent. 

Fun And Fellowship 

let's go to the zoo! Mom's with pre-schoolers, or 
anyone else who would like to join us, meet at 
the building on Monday, May 22, at 8:30 am to 
car pool. Additional information and sign-up 
sheet on the bulletin board. 

Youth Camp 
June 18 - June 2~ 

.¥Just a reminder to be getting your registration 
forms sent in as soon as possible. If you are in 
need of financial help please let 'us know. Also if 
you are interested in being part of the staff let us 
know as soon as possible. We still could use 
some cabin counselors. May 7 we will be having 

14 
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21 
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Calendar 

May 

Deacon 's Meeting, 8 am, E-41 
50's Meeting, 10 am At The Church 
Eider's Deacon's Meeting, 8 am, E-41 
50's lunch At Golden Coral I, 1 pm 
Zoo Trip, See Bulletin Board For Details 
Potter's Childrens Home Pick-up, 
See Roy Estep For Details 

I 

. 
Thank You 

The singles would like to thankthe people who 
worked in the kitchen during the singles retreat. 
They were: Rose Binkley, Paul and Julia 
lennous, Terry, Brenda, Daniel and Jennifer 
Moore, Miirk and Diana Morris, Bo and Mary 
Weaver. 

a training session for the staff in the annex. This "----------------------' 
will also be a potluck. June 4 we will have our 
"before camp meeting". We will go over last 
minute details then. That will also be a potluck. 
Any questions see Dave or Cheryl 

Contributions Attend'ance 

last Week 

McDaniel. 
AvgYTD 

Russia 

AvgYTD 

$'5204 Weds ' 

$5126 Suri Class 

$262 

$274 

Sun AM 

Sun PM 

182 

156 

261 

187 

Services - Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince 
Ray Thorne -

Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am Baughman)ohn Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
SundaYEvenlng - 5:3o pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Wednesday Evening 7:00 pm E 
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Christ The Pattern For Husbands 

Husbands love your wives. 
The husband must give his wife the same sort of love that Christ gave to 
the Church. ' 
Husbands love your wives and do not be harsh with them. 
Husbands, give your wives much love; never treat them harshly. 
So men ought to give their,wives the love they ·naturally have for their 
own bodies. The love a man gives his wife is the extending of his love 
for himself to enfold her. Nobody ever hated his own body; he feeds it 
and looks after it. And that is what Christ does for his body, the Church. 
Love - is patient~ slow to lose patience. 
l6ve - is kind - looks for ways to be constructive. 
Love - is not jealous - is not possessive. 
love - is not boastful - does not boast - not anxious to impress - does not · 
put on airs. 

-.,Love - is not arrogant - not proud ~does not cherish inflated jdeas of its 
own importance. 
Love - is not rude - has good manners., 
love - does not insist on its own way - not self seeking - does not pursue 
selfish advantage. ,1,• , 

love - is not irritable - not touchy - not easily angered - not -prone to 
anger. 
love - is not resentful - keeps no record-of wrong - does not keep 
account of evil - does not brood over injuries. 
Love - does not rejoice at wrong- doeS·l"lOt delight in evil - does not 
gloat over the wickedness of other people. 
love - rejoices in the right - r~joices with the truth - it shares the joy of 
those who live by the truth . 
love - bears all things - always protects - no limit to its forbearance. 
love - believes all things - always trusts - no end to its trust - patiently 
accepts all things. 
Love - hopes all things - always hopes - no ending of its hope - keeps on 
hoping. 
love - would rather be deceived than to harm by assuming wrong. 
Love - endures all things - always perseveres - knows no end to its 
endurance. 
love - never ends .- never fails - it can outlast anything - always . ' 
continues strong. , 
love - contains no. fear -fully developed love expels eery particle of fear. 

"Love Gazette" 



Ser11ing 6od 

THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST 

The Greek word for "gospel" is a 
composition of eu meaning well, good, 
happily (adv), and the term angelos, that is, 
message, tidings, news = good news, glad , 
tidings, a happy message from God, because 
the gospel talks about man's salvation and 
reconciliation with his creator. 

Paul was so excited about that good 
message from God that he left everything 
behind and followed God to proclaim the 
gospel among the nations of the Roman 
Empire. Hear him: "I am not ashamed of the 
gospel: it is the power of God for salvation 
to every one who has faith ... " (Romans 
1: 16). For Jesus Christ there is no doubt that 
his gospel will be preached throughout the 
whole world, as a testimony to.all nations ... 
(Matt. 24:14). Human beings who believe in 
Christ as their savior will sacrifice for the 
furtherance and sake of the gospel (Mark 
8:35). Whoever makes a special effort to 
make the gospel triumph is going to receive 
"a hundredfold now in this time, and eternal 
life" (Mark .10:29-31). 

For the apostle Paul there was only 
one impo_rtant thing in his life, namely . 
"testifying to the gospel of the grace of God;" 
(Acts 20:24). The Lord is goil)g to judge the 
secrets of men by Christ Jesus through the 
gospel (Romans 2: 16). The gospel of Christ 
makes sense (only and·exclusively this way!) 
if proclaimed fully (Romans 15:29). 
Christians are strengthe.ned through the 

gospel (Romans 16:25). 
Whoever is preaching the_ gospel shall 

not employ human wisdom but only the 
power of god's word in order to avoid 
emptying the cross of Christ of its power (I 
Cor. 1 :17). The gospel qf Christ saves (I Cor. 
15:2). The good tidings are veiled only to 
those who are perishing (11,Cor. 4:3). 
Whoever wants to know God's truth will 
find it through the gospel, Christ's wisdom (II 
Cor. 4:4-6). 

Christians· have been advised not to 
accept the preaching of a different gospel (II 
Cor. ·11 :4; Galatians 1 :7-9). Paul refers again 
to ·the gospel and affirms that it is "not man's 
gospel" (Gal. 1 :11 ). The gospel contains 
God's truth and must be lived uprightly (Gal. 
2: 14). Through the gospel Christians bec~me 
heirs with Christ (Eph. 3:6). The gospet 
produces peace in the mi~ds of men (Eph. 
6:15). 

The good news of Christ must be 
defended continuously against enemies of 
the cross (Phil. 1 :7). Paul was here for the 
defense of the gospel (Phil. 1:16). The 
apostle exhorts believers in Christto let their 
manner of life be worthy of the gospel of 
Christ (Phil. 1 :27-30). There is hope in the 
gospel (Col. 1 :21-23); hope of life on earth 
and I ife eternal. 

-Hans J. Dederscheck 

To Be Continued Next Week 
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6rowth In Jes11s 

WHO'S IN CHARGEl: 
LESSONS FROM DANIEL 

Lesson One: Themes and Outline 

The book of Daniel was written primarily to 
express and illustrate God's control over the 
universe. In it, we see God defeat numerous 
pretenders to his throne. We see empires and 
nations come and go as God remains in control. 
We see human leaders and rulers exalt 
themselves, only to see God bring them low. 
We see forces such as human wisdom, human 
activity, and human righteousness exposed as 
frauds before God's reign and judgmeni. The 
book is both a comfort to those of us who love 
God and want to see him.glorified, and a 
challenge to those who, even in the church, 
foolishly put their confidence in human ideas 
and activity. · 

Daniel's book contains a mixture of history anq 
prophecy. As with any prophetic book, it will 
help to understand the historical background, 
and we wi.11 look at this carefully next week as 
we study chapter one. This time, we will begin 
by developing an outline of the book and 
establishing the most important themes. 

The book of Daniel begins by setting the 
historical situation. In chapter 1, we are 
introduced to Daniel and his thr.ee friends, four 
faithful servants of God who are captured by the 
Babylonians and taken to Babylon to serve the 
pagan king Nebuchadnezzar. In this situation 
they are faced right from the start with occasions 
when they must make a choice: do they remain 

I 

completely faithful to what God had taught 
them, or do they please their new human rulers? 
Despite this tension, we see right away how God 
is with them and is preparing to work through 
them. The initlal chapter sets the tone for' the 
theme of the book - who is reigning? The four 
young men never forget that it is God who truly 
reigns, .despite what hu_mans may think or want. 

In chapters 2 through 6, we read of several 
incidents from the years that Daniel and his 
friends were captives. In each situation, we see 
challenges to God's reign and authority, and 
each time we see God demonstrate that he is in 
control, regardless of whether humans choose to 
accept or acknowledge it as they should. These 
chapters establish God's control in several basic 
yet important areas, and they set the stage for the 
second part of the book, which is more purely 
prophetic. As part of this plan, there are a 
couple occasions in the first part of the book 
where we see glimpses of the kinds of 
prophecies that will be the dominant material in 
the last portion of Daniel. 

Chapters 7 through 12 contain some of the most 
important, most interesting, and most 
misunderstood prophecies in the Old Testament. · 
The prophecies in these chapters reveal an 
overall plan that God has for his kingdom, and 
they show in detail how God will use the great 
nations and empires of the world as part of that 
plan - thus showing that the humans who try the 
hardest to rule their owr:i world and their own 
lives can be the very ones whom God uses to 
implement his plans. In these prophecies we see 
how God's kingdom renders meanirigless all the 
kingdoms of humans, how God's will triumphs 
over human will. 

-Mark Carner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: instant coffee, kleenex, jello, soup, jelly 
shampoo. 

Wedding! 
On June 24, 1995 at 2:30 pm, Tanya Mari 
Hutcherson and Don Milnor will be united by 
God in marriage, 2:30 pm at the Fawcett Center 
for Tomorrow, 2500 Olentangy River Rd. We 
wish to invite the entire congregation to 'attend. 
Please let us know no later than June 3 if you are 
coming by signing the blue sheets in the foyer 
for our'planning purposes.And whether or not 
you will attend, we requestJhat you keep us and 
our upcoming new relationship in your prayers. 
'ifhank you, Love in Christ, 

Don Milnor & Tanya Hutcherson 

Bridal Shower 
There will be a bridal shower for Tanya 
Hutcherson on June 11th at 2:30 in the annex'. 
See Rene Goodwin or Phyllis Harp for gift ideas. 
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Calendar 

May 

50's Plus Meeting, 10 am At The Church 
Eider's Deacon's Meeting, B am, E-41 
50's Plus Lunch At Golden Coral I, 1 pm 
Gathering For Bailey And Sue Barton, 
7:00 pm In The Annex 
Zoo Trip, See Bulletin Board For Details 
The Centrum Ground Breaking 
Ceremony At Willow Brook 2:00 pm 
Potter's Childrens Home Pick-up, 
See Roy Estep For Details 

June 

Men's Breakfast, Barn, Old Country 
Buff et, Morse Road , 
Day Of Prayer And Fasting 
NYOCYC "Before Camp" Meeting and 
Potluck In The Annex 
Deacon's Meeting, Barn, E-4 l 
Bridal Shower For Tanya Hutcherson 
'2:30 In The Annex -

1 Services Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, 
Ray Thome 

Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams Brian Arnold Tom Barnhardt Joe Barozzini Dan 
Sunday Wo~hip Seivice 10:30 am Baughman, John Bradle~, Lynn Cham~ney, Darrell Es;ep, Greg Hunt: Lou 
SundaYEvenmg 5:30 pm . . 
W d d E . 7 00 pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters e nes ay venmg : . 

Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Clevel~nd Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 4'.75-0161 
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A Godly Mother 

HANNAH, EXA~PLE OF A GODLY MOTHER 

In 1 Samuel 1 :1-2:21 we read about Hannah, a godly woman with 
a husband who loved her - but her deepest wish was to have a child, and 
her womb was closed. Her sorrow led her fervently to pray to God, and to. 
promise God that, if she could have the son she longed for, she would 
consider that son not her own at all, but would devote him to God. 

God granted her wish, and Samuel - future priest, prophet and 
leader of Israel - was born to her. The Scripture records how Hannah 
remained faithful to her promise and devoted Samuel to God's service, and 
it records the joy and fulfillment sh~ expressed to God in prayer afterwards. 
This is an account worthy of careful study - all the more so because 
Hannah's· godly example led to a son who would be the one truly godly 
leader that Israel had during an extended period of spiritual darkness. 
Among other outstanding features of Hannah's motherhood, make sure to 
note the following when you study this passage: 

(i) Hannah's prayerfulness (1:10, 11, 2:1). This is ,;,ore important than all 
the other "how to's" of parenthood that you will ever read. What a 
prayerful woman Hannah was - it is no wonder her son became one of the 
few who really knew, and communicated with, God. When Hannah was 
sad, she prayed. When she had a need, she prayed. When she was 
thankful, she prayed. She perfectly understood Philippians 4:6-7 over 1000 
years before it was written! 
(ii) Her self-denial (1:11,27,28). Hannah was not like many parents today 
(or in her own time) who view their children as simply extensions of the 
parents' own lives and personalities. ·- Hannah was willing to let .GQ.d rule 
Samuel's life. In so doing, she showed not only faith and love for God, but 
a deep love for her son. 
(iii) Her thankfulness (2:1-10). Hannah's expression of thanks is one of the 
most genuine in the entire Bible. It is both a complete acceptance of God's 
role iri what happened, and a joyful celebration of the blessing God has · 
given her. She does not give in to false humility; she does not take the 
blessing for gran.ted (she does not say "I des'erved it anyway"). Like her 
prayerfulness and selflessness, this is a wonderful example for parents to 
follow. 

We are fortunate to have around us many other examples of the 
best characteristics of godly motherhood. With these and the examples in 
the Scriptures, our celebration of Mothers' Day can be one of thankfulness 
not only to our mothers but to the God who created them. 

-Mark Garner 



Ser11ing 6od 

THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST 
Part Two 

The good news of Christ must be , 
defended continuously against enemies of the · 

I 

cross (Phil. 1 :7). Paul was here for the defense of 
the gospel (Phi I. 1: 16). The apostle exhorts 
believers in Christ to let their manner of life be 
worthy of the gospel of Christ (Phil. 1 :27-30). 
There is hope in the gospel (Col. 1 :21-23); hope 
of I ife on earth and I ife eternal. 

God is choosing people to be saved 
through the gospel of Christ (II Thess. 2: 14). 
Therefore, Christians need to stand firm iQ 
Christ's good news. It is a glorious gospel which 
brings people to a future, glorious life in eternity. 
Christ Jesus brought life and immortality to light 
through his gospel (II Tim. 1:10). "For the time 
has come for judgment to begin with the 
household of God; and if it begins with us, what. 
will be the end of those who do not obey the 
gospel of God?" (I Pet. 4: 1 7). , 

The gospel is centered on the cross, as is 
,particularly clear in the case of,Paul's epistles, 
where he says he refuses to know or to proclaim 
anything else (I Cor. 2:2); and in the cross he 
sees not only the saving fact but also the form of 
the revelation and knowledge of God, as well as 
of preaching and of salvation (I Cor. 1 :17-25). 

The gospel announces that Jesus is Lord (I 
Cor. 12:3; Acts 2:36), raised to the right hand of 
God (Acts 2:33). Jesus in the gospel is King with 
the authority of God himself and with universal 
dominion. The gospel is the word of divine truth 
(Co.I. 1:5). Having its foundation in the death and 
resurrection of Je.sus Christ, the gospel is the 
word of reconciliation (II Cor .. 5: 19). Forgiveness 
makes a new creature, re-establishes normal 

relations with God and al lows ,man to look 
forward to the day of judgment without fear. 

The gospel must not be mistaken by 
those who hear it for one of thos~ doctrines 
which philosophers are perpetually evoking as 
rational solutions to the problem of existence; it 
must be seen to remain the word which 
maintains an impassable barrier between the 
wisdom of man and that of God. For these 
reasons Paul deliberately abandons the wisdom 
of words which would pers1,.1ade by flattery (I 
Cor. 1:17; 2:13; II Cor. 10:5). Paul does not spare 
the Athenians his appeal for repentance al)d the 
message of the resurrection (Acts, chapter 17). 

Paul, as servant of Jesus Christ, affirms 
that he was set apart to preach the gospel of God 
concerning his Son (Rom. 1 :1-7), as promised 
beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
scriptures. Paul said: "I am under the obligation 
both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the 
wise and to the foolish: so I am eager to preach 
the gospel to you also ... " (Rom. 1: 14, 15). 

The gospel of Christ must be lived and 
preached. The gospel brings divine wisdom and 
knowledge of God. It opens the mind of people 
to understand the scriptures. For Paul to preach 
was to I ive. "Woe to me if I do not preach the 
gospel" (I Cor. 9:16). to all who accept the 
gospel as God's word, as indeed it is, the glad 
tidings become the power of God unto salvation 
(Rom. 1:16,17). As an instrument of the Holy 
Spirit it convicts (I Thess. 1 :5), and converts (Col. 
1 :6). Those who proclaim it must do so boldly 
(Eph. 6:19), and with transparent simplicity (II 
Cor. 4:2). To those who refuse the gospel it is 
both foolishness and a stumbling block (I Cor. 
'1: 18), but to those who respond in faith it proves 
itself to be "the power of God unto salvation" 
(Rom. 1: 16). 

-Hans J. Dederscheck 
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6rowth In Jesus 

WHO'S IN CHARGE? 
LESSON~ FROM DANIEL 

Lesson Two: 
Historical Introduction - Daniel 1 :1-7 

The book begins in the declining years of the 
kingdom of Judah. For years, God had patiently 
endured their idols and their half-hearted 
worship of him. In the reign of the great 
reformer king Josiah (640 B.C.-609 B.C.), God 
gave them one final chance, as Josiah had all the 
zeal necessary to inspire anyone who truly 
wanted a spiritual awakening. But after Josiah's 
death, the nation quickly forgot all his reforms, 
and God prepared severe discipline. Josiah's . ' 

purity and zeal did not change the hard hearts 
around hi'm. He'is an example to those who 
think ,that the right human leader is wha~ would 
turn the church around. Each human must 

· decide in his or her own heart whether to follow 
God. 

I 

Meanwhile, to the east, the nation of Babylon 
was growing into a po~erful empire. While 
Josiah was trying to bring Judah back to God, 
king Nabopolassar was leading Babylon into a 

1 death struggle with the powerful, cruel but 
decaying·Assyrian empire. In the previous 
century, God had permitted Assyria to defeat and 
deport the northern half of his unfaithful people. 
These two empires were ancient enemies and 
fought bitterly with each other - never realizing· 
that their own ambitions were vain and 
irrelevant, because the only thing that mattered 
in all their wars and plottings WpS the way that 
God would use them as a small part of his 

eternal plans. After God finished with them, 
they disappeared into history's wastebasket. 

Babylon succeeded in destroying the Assyrians 
by 612 B.C: and immediately tumed to attack 
her other neighbors - among them the small 
kingdom of Judah, which lay in the path of 
Babylon's main objective, Egypt. For the rest of 
Judah's existence as a nation, she tried to 
manipulate Egypt and Babylon, trying to get 
some kind of advantage from those two's desire 
to fight each other. The last four kings of Judah 
were weak, ill-intentioned nonentities whose 
political games only succeeded in antagonizing 
the two powers. The beginning of the end came 
in 605 B.C. when Babylon launched a punitive 
raid in the areas around Jerusalem, ravaging the 
land, looting the temple, and capturing a group 
of young Jewish men to serve as slaves. (History 
buffs will note that in the same year, crown 
prince Nebuchadnezzar - who became king a 
year later - led Babylon to victory over Egypt in · 
the famous battle of Carchemish.) 

In this group were Daniel and his three' friends, 
Hananial:i, Mishael, and Azariah. In Judah they 
had been privileged - of noble birth, well 
educated. In Babylon they were forced to take 
new names, to adapt themselves to new habits, 
and to serve the king who had ravaged their 
homeland. They and the others in this group 
would be the first to face the dilemmas of 
captivity that many more thousands of Jews 
would face in the years ahead. Two more larger 
groups of captives - one in 597 B.C. and a final 
one in 586 B.C. - would be brought to Babylon 
to begin the long and difficult process of 
spiritually renewing the people of God. God's 
people·had wanted to be like the other nations, 

· so God handed them over to the nations they so 
admired. 

-Mark Garner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry , 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: instant coffee, kleenex, soup, toothpaste, 
canned spaghetti o's. 

Wedding! 
On June 24, 1995 at 2:30 pm, Tanya Mari 
Hutcherson and Don Milnor will be united by 
God in marriage, 2:30 pm at the Fawcett Center 
for Tomorrow, 2500 Olentangy River Rd. We 
wish to invite the entire congregation to attend. 
Please let us know no later than June 3 if you are 
coming by signing the blue sheets in the foyer 
for our planning purposes. And whether or not 
you will attend, we request that you keep us and 

· our upcoming new relationship in your prayers. 
Thank you, Love in Christ, 

Don Milnor & Tanya Hutcherson 

Bridal Shower 
There will be a bridal shower for Tanya 
Hutcherson on June 11th at 2:30 in the annex. 
See Rene Goodwin or Phyllis Harp for gift ideas. 

Camp 
Just a reminder to be getting your registration 
forms sent in as soon as possible. If you are in 
need of financial hel'p please let us know. Also if 
you are interested in being part of the staff let us 
know as soon as possible. June 4th will be our 
"before camp" meeting and potluck. 

21 
21 

22 
22 

23 

25 

3 

4 
4 

Calendar 

May 
50's Plus Lunch At Golden Corall, 1 pm 
Gathering For Bailey And Sue Barton, 
7:00 pm In The Annex 
Zoo Trip, See Bulletin Board For Details 
Girl's Night out, 6:30 pm, Details Will 
Be Announced Sunday 
The Centrum Ground Breaking 
Ceremony At Willow Brook 2:00 pm 
Potter's Childrens Home Pick-up, 
See Roy Estep For Details 

June 
Men's Breakfast, Barn, Old Country 
Buffet, Morse Road 
Day Of Prayer And Fasting 
NOCYC "Before Camp" Meeting and 
Potluck In The Annex 

11 Deacon's Meeting, Barn, E-41 
11 Bridal Shower For Tanya Hutcherson 

2:30 In The Annex 
17-24 Northwestern Ohio Christian 

Youth Camp 

Contributions Attendance 

tast Week 

AvgYTD 

Russia 

AvgYTD 

$4771 

$5130 

$162 

$271 

Weds 

Sun Class 

Sun AM 

Sun PM 

151 0 

127 

291 

159 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
SundaYEvenlng 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, 
Ray Thome 

9:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
1 ~::g am Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7:00 ~~ Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
· Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland i\ve. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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· New Values In Christ 

·After being persuaded by the Word we keep far away from the demons 
and follow the only unbegotte.n God through his Son. We who formerly 
rejoiced in fornication now embrace self-control alone. We who 
employed magical arts now have dedicated ourselves to the good and 
unbegotten God. We who loved more than anything else ways of 
acquiring wealth and possessions now bring what we have into a 
common treasury and share with everyone who is in need. We who 
hated and murdered one another and would not show hospitality to 
those not of the same tribe on accoynt of different customs now after the 
coming of Christ eat with others, pray for our enemies, and attempt to 
persuade those who hate us unjustly so that those who live according to 
the good counsels of Christ may share with us the things hoped for from 
God the Lord of all. .. 

For not only he who commits adultery in deed is rejected by Christ, but 
also he who wishes to commit adultery, since not only works but also 
thoughts are manifest to God. Many, both men and women, sixty and 
seventy years old, who have been disciples of Christ from childhood, 
still remain pure. And I profess that I can show such from every race of 
men. For what do we say of the countless multitude of those who 
learned these things and changed from licentiousness ... 

He urged us through forbearance and gentleness to lead all men out of 
shame and the desire for evil. Thiswe- re able to show in regard to 
many who were once of your way of thinking. They changed from their 
violent and tyrannical ways, being overcome when they observed the 
patient endurance of life by their neighbors or perceived the unusual 
forbearance of their fellow travellers when defrauded or made proof of 
those with whom they had business dealings ... Let those who are not 
found living as Christ taught be recognized as not being Christians, even 
though they profess with the mouth the teachings of Christ. For he says 
that not those who only say but those who also do will be saved. 

Justin Martyr (2nd Century A.O.) 



Se1·11ing 6od 

OPEN DOOR TO EVANG~LISM 
-

As we continue in our attempts to reach the 
lost souls of our community, it is important for 
us to learn where they are coming froin. Bob 
Henry has made a study of American attitudes 
towards churches and Christianity. In this 
series he will share the things he has learned 
and observed. 

Today, Americans are not so picky about 
church names. Now they choose a church 
primarily by' its style of worship or its 
philosophy of ministry, If they feel 
comfortable, they feel this is the way God 
should be ·worshipped. So they sublimate their 
doctrine differences and abandon their 
tradition for a new philosophy of worship. 

· What is in our culture that influences the way 
Americans choose churches? It seems to be 
no single thing, b'ut the whole thrust of 
society-Consumerism. Before the Industrial 
Revol1:1tion of the 1840's, America was an 
agricultural society, with 92 percent of 
Americans -living and working on the farm. 
After World War II and the Industrial, 
Revolution, America changed. We were no 
longer a producing society, but a consumer 

_society. Now the glue that holds our c.ulture 
together is buying and selling and serving one 
another. Less than 25 percent of our society is , 
empl'oyed to produce something. Less than 5 
·percent work on a farm. We are a nation that 
is now driven by consuming things: Our · 
favo_rite pastime seems to be walking the malls 
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" just to shop .•. " 

In the' same way, American Protestants choose 
churches on the basis of what' affirms us, 
satisfies us, or makes us feel good about God 
and ourselves. And to a growing degree this 
freedom of choice· is also the reason some 
Roman Catholics and others from non
Christian religions switch to churches ljke the 
Northland Church of Christ. 

If we recognize church worshipers as 
"consumers," we wi-11 recognize church 
programs as "menus," and types of worship as 
"main entrees". The church menus Americans 
seek are not filled with doctrine options, but 
with a variety of worship options. Americans 
go where they feel comfortable with the style 
of vyorship that best reflects their inclinations 
and temperament. 

New people are entering the church to seek its 
strength, while others are tired of the routine 
and leave to seek their Sunday morning "high" 
elsewhere. While these motives are negative 
factors in our churches, because they 
minimize the doctrines taught in the-word of 
God, there is one plus: More nonchurch 
people are coming to our churches than ever 
before! 

"Consumerism" has resulted in an open door 
for Evangelism. The challenge to the church is 
to rejoice in these opportunities, while at the 
same time holding on to the truths of our faith. 
We'll study how to do this in the next few 
weeks. 

-Bob Henry 

61·owth In Jesus 

·WHO'S IN CHARGE ? 
LESSONS FROM DANIEL 

. Lesson Three: 
Light That Can't Be Hidden - Daniel 1:8-21 

Daniel and the other captives face a situation . 
that, while familiar in some ways to us, they had 
never faced before. Until this time, the people 
around them· had at least pretended to follow 
God, and they outwardly observed most of the 
principles that God had taught them. Now they 
must live amongst an entirely pagan people, who 

, made no pretenses to any kind of mor9lity, 
righteousness, or religious 6bservance. And yet 

' God would show that this situation was exactly 
what he needed to let shine the light that was in 
t~e hearts of th~se young ~en. 

Misguided believers often think that the optimal 
situation for Christian growth is to be surrounded 
by "spiritual giants" who will provide unlimited 
encouragement and dir~ction. This mistaken 
belief is merely an expression of the lazy wish, 
that we too often have, not'to be obligated to 
make our own efforts to seek out God and his 
wilL But Scripture teaches us that we grow the 
most when we are surrounded by tests, by trials, 
by situations in which we don't ha'.(e any easy 
answers - these force us to rely on God. And 
they make our faith much more evident to the 
world. Light shines most brightly in the 
darkness! 

In Daniel 1, we probably see only a small 
portion of the changes and decisions these 
youths had to go through. The Scripture selects, 

3 

as one example, the food that they were given to 
eat by the Babylonians - rich delicacies that 
doubtlessly would have violated the dietary 
directives that God had given to his people, and 
that were probably much more of a sensory 
indulgence than a source of physical health and 
strength. Thus the four men of God understand 
that they must decline to indulge in these foods, . 
and must persuade their guards to permit them to 
eat a more Spartan but' more appropriate diet. 
Soon it becomes clear that these four are 
healthier than all the rest. Though this is hardly 
as dramatic as the things God will dQ later in the 
book, it is enough to make the Babylonians take 
notice that there is something different about 
these four young men whose God is so important 
to them. 

God gives them wisdom and understanding as 
well, and it is not long before the Babylonians 
(even the king himself) are forced to respect and 
admire their abilities. God causes them to shine 
out amongst the pagans - not only for their own 
good, but because it is important to his. plans. If 
we will set aside our laziness and accept the 
challenges that life offers; God can bring about 
change in our lives that will benefit us spiritually 
and that will be a needed example of faith to 
those who know us. We all claim we want God 
to use us - do we really mean it? If so, we must 
be ready and willing for God to send us into 
situations where we.will be forced to rely on him 
- these are the situations that are ready~made for 
God to. work through us. 

-Mark Garner 



Fan1i/y lnfor1nation 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: instant coffee, soup, beef stew, jelly, 
spaghetti sauce, macaroni & cheese, jello. 

Wedding! 
On June 24, 1995 at 2:30 pm, Tanya Mari 
Hutcherson and Don Milnor wilf be united by 
God in marriage, 2:30 pm at the Fawcett Center 
for Tomorrow, 2500 Olentangy River Rd. We 
wish fo invite the entire congregation to attend. 
Please let us know no later than June 3 if you are 
coming by signing the blue sheets in the foyer , 
for our planning purposes. And whether or not 
you will attend, we request that you keep us and 
our upcoming new relationship in your prayers. 
Thank you, Love in Christ, 

0Gr1 J~1Hno;- s~ Tanya !--!utcheiSOn 

Bridal Shower 
There will be a bridal shower for Tanya 
Hutcherson on June 11th at 2:30 in the annex. 
See Rene Goodwin or Phyllis Harp for gift ideas. 

Camp 
Just a reminder to be getting your registration 
forms sent in as soon as possible. If you are in 
need of financial help please let us know. Also if 
you are interested in being part of the staff let us 
know as soon as possible. June 4th will be our 
"before camp" meeting and potluck. 

Calendar 

June 

3 Men's Breakfast, 8am, Old Country 
Buffet, Morse Road 

4 Day Of Prayer And Fasting 
4 NWOCYC "Before Camp" Meeting and 

Potluck In The Anne~ 
11 Deacon's Meeting, 8am, E-41 
11 Bridal Shower For Tanya Hutcherson 

2:30 In The Annex 
17-24 Northwestern Ohio Christian 

Youth Camp 
24 Tanya Hutcherson & Don Milnor 

WedCJing, 2:30 pm, Fawcett Center 

Please Note!! 

If you have an announce;-nent or event that 
needs to be put in the bulletin, please give it to 
Jack Evans or Mark Garner, or put it in one of 
their mailboxes at least two weeks before the 
event. 

Contributions . Attendance 

Last Week $4777 Weds 132 

Avg YTD $5113 Sun Class 144 

Russia , $309 Sun AM 274 
I 

Avg YTD $272 Sun PM 147 

Sel"\lices Elders: W ilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappe ll, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, 
- Ray Thome . 

Sunday Blble Study 9:30 am Deacous: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barrihardt, Joe Baroazini, Dan 
Sunday Wo~hlp Service 10:30 a~ B.aughman, John Bradley, Lynn Charrpney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
SundaYEvenmg . S:JO P Lawrence Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Wednesday Even mg 7 :00 pm E 
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Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Purity 

For they (the Christians) know and trust in God, the Creator 
of heaven and of earth, in whom and from whom are all things, 
to whom there is no other god as companion, fror,n whom they 
received commandments which they engraved upon their minds 
and observe in hope and expectation of the world which is to 
come. Wherefore they do not commit adultery nor fornication, 
nor bear false witness, nor embezzle what is held in pledge, nor 
covet what is not theirrs. They honor father and mother, and show 
kindness to those near to them; and whenever they are judges, 
they judge uprightly. They do not worship idols (made) in the 
image of man; and whatsoever they would not that others should 
do unto them, they do not do to others; and of the food which is 
consecrated to idols they do not eat, for they are pure. And their 
oppressors they appease and make them their friends; they do 
good to their enemies. And their women are pure and virgins and 
do not offer their wombs; and their men exercise self-control from 
every unlawful union and especially from impurity; and their 
wives similarly exercise self-control, for they cling to a great hope 
of the world to come .... They do not worship strange gods. They 
are gentle, moderate, modest, and truthful. They love one 
another .... They observe carefully the precepts of God and live 
holily and justly as the Lord their God commanded them. They 
give thanks to him every morning and every hour for food an9 
drink and other good things. If any righteous man among them 
dies, they rejoice and offer thanks and pray concerning him; and 
they escort his body as if he were setting out on a journey .... But 
if any one should die in his sins, they weep, since he goes to 
punishment. 

~ . Aristodes (2nd Century AD) 
~ . 
..... 
oO 
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Serving6od 

HOW CAN I SERVE COD 
WITH MY GIFT? 

Bob Henry continues to share observations 
from his study of contemporary attitudes 
toward the church and Christianity. The 
more we understand about those attitudes, 
the better use we wi 11 make of the 
opportunities we have to reach out. 

The average Christian wants to know 
"What is my gift?" and "How can I 

serve God with my gift ? People just 
naturally sort themselves out in life by 
arranging to spend time with those who 
make them feel good and help them 
accompiish their goais. 

The average American is now seeking a 
church that expresses his or her desire to 
worship God. The church consumers do not 
want the church to mandate what they must 
believe. They want the church to provide 
services in which they can worship God; 
they want teaching that imparts biblical 
values to their children, and helps them live 
a better life. Contemporary Americans want 
the freedom to first be themselves before 
God. Contemporary Americans do not want 
to put on pretenses, especially in the light of 
a holy God who knows the sincerity of their 
heart. 

The key word is comfortable. This is not 
always a bad word! Modern Americans 
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want to be comfortable in their worship and 
church style as much as in their life style. 
Worship comfort that flows from doing what 
is an honest expression of their heart and 
from engaging in that which is meaningful 
and affirming to them. 

Modern Americans want to identify with 
churches that reflect their nature, that is 
"functional, up-to-date, and technological", 
and they will want to join churches that have 
discovered new ways to communicate the 
truth of the Gospel. 

We can identify much in these attitudes that 
is good, and much that we know should be 
different. But we must be aware of al I of it. 
The genuine truths of our faith are timeless, 
and when we understand our audience, we 
can always effectiveiy communicate the.se 
truths to all who are slncerely seeking God. 
We can use our own gifts to teach the truth. 

-Bob Henry 

Each one should use whatev.er gift he 
has received to serve others, f aithfullYt 

administering God's grace· in its 11 

various forms. If anyone spettks, he 
should do it as one speaking the very 

words of God. If anyone serves, he 
shou)d do it with the strength God 

provides, so that in all things God may 
bep_raised.through Jeszts Christ. To 
him be the glory and the power for 

ever and ever. Amen. 
1Peter4:10·t1 

Growth In Jesus 

WHO'S IN CHARGE? 
LESSONS FROM DANIEL 
Lesson Four: We Can't Do it!· 

Daniel 2:1-12 

Chapter 2 begins a series of accounts that show 
God triumphing against a variety of humans and 
worldly forces that would challenge his reign. In 
all of these we see God not only defeating the 
challenges, but revealing the emptiness and 
impotence of these pretenders. 

Early in his reign as king of Babylon, King 
Nebuchadnezzar, who is very prominent in 
D'aniel, has had a dream, a dream so thought
provoking that he felt the need to consult all the 
experts of the 1-:ingdom - scholars, astrologers, 
and others - to interpret it for him. The "experts" 
we see come forth are really little.different from 
the "experts" in any nation at any time. We must 
not look at the group of palace astrologers and 
wise men as some kind of quaint practice. 
Today's equivalent would be congressional 
committees, lobbying groups, and the like. 
Whether out of a suspicion that these experts 
weren't really all they claimed to be, or whether 
he really couldn't quite remember the details of 
the dream, Nebuchadnezzar sets the experts a 
task different from what they exp~cted: they must 
not only interpret his dream, they must t~ll him 
what it was first! 

All of the skills, learning, and trickery of the 
human experts prove completely inadequate to 
this request, and all the experts have to offer are 
excuses. The king's frustration becomes so great 
that he decides to have them all executed! Two 

things are notable about this confrontation: 

First, we have an illustration of the total 
inadequacy of worldly wisdom when asked to 
deal with the tough questions. Remember that 
no matter how impressive worldly credentials 
may seem, no matter how many awards, titles, 
and degrees that the pagans award one another, 
none of this changes the absolute inability of 
human beings to solve any real problems. If 
such things can't even give an answer to an 
objective question (what was my dream?) they 
are completely worthless in bringing forgiveness 
to sins, a meaning to existence, or other 
genuinely important needs. Again, we must not 
make the mistake of laughing off these court 
astrologers as a silly ancient practice. They are 

·no more pathetic than the human experts '· 
surrounding us who claim to have answers when 
they don't even understand the questions. 

Second, study the king's response of 
disappointment and anger. When we expect 
human beings or human qualities to do 
something that only God can do, we will always 
be disappointed. If you are angry and frustrated 
with those around you, if you think they should 
better at helping you to feel good about yourself, 
if you are frustrated because your job isn't giving 
you the feeling of doing something with your 
life, if you are unhappy because you think you 
deserve better opportunities or possessions, you 
had better blame your own expectations instead. 
Other humans - even Christians - are not meant 
to give meaning or direction to your life - only 
God can do that. Our responsibility towards 
each other is to point one another to God, not to 
try to be God for one anoth~r. Jobs and 
possessions are not meant to give you security or 
significance - only a relationship with God can 
do that. Turn to God alone to meet your needs! 

-Mark Garner 
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Family /11fo1w1ation 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: instant coffee, soup, beef stew, jelly, 
pean,ut butter, macaroni & cheese, jello. 

Help !I We need 2 helpers on Wednesday 
evenings, 1 person to assemble orders, 1 
person to interview clients. 

Camp 
Just a reminder to be getting your registration 
forms sent in as soon as possible. If you are in 
need of financial help please let u's know. Also if 
you are interested in being part of the staff let us 
know as soon as possible. June 4th will be our 
tbefore damp" meeting and potluck. 

Congratulations Tom 
We-are pleased to announce that Tom Barnhardt 
is being added to the Northland staff on a part
time basis. Tom will be working together with 
Terry, the elders and the other deacons to 
strengthen the congregation's personal work 
efforts in several areas such as member visitation 
and personal evangelism. I hope you will take 
the time to congratulate and encourage Tom as 
he assumes these responsibilities. If you have 
any questions about the elders decision in this 
manner, please talk to one of us personally. 

The Elders 

Calendar 

June 
Day Of Prayer And Fasting 4 

4 NOCYC "Before Camp" Meeting and 
- Potluck In The Annex 

11 Deacon's Meeting, Barn, E-41 
11 Bridal Shower For Tanya Hutcherson 

2:30 In The Annex 
17 Don Milnor's Bachelor Party, 8:30 pm 

In The Church Annex 
17-24 Northwestern Ohio Christian 

Youth Camp 
24 Tanya Hutcherson & Don Milnor 

Wedding, 2:30 pm, Fawcett Center 

Graduates 

If you are graduating from high school or 
receiving a college or technical school degree 
this spring, or if you've received such a degree 
sometime during the 94-95 school year, the 
elders would' like to know. Please write down 
your name, the type of degree, and your area of 
study and give to Ray Thorne or Roy Estep. 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week · $4777 Weds 132 

Avg YTD $5113 Sun Class 144 

Russia ·$309 Sun AM 274 

AvgYTD $272 · Sun PM 147 

Services 

Sungay Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
S unda YEvenlng 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, 
Ray Thorne 

9:30 am Deaco11s: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
1 ~:jg a~ Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7;00 ~~ Lawrenc~, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Christians In The World 

Part One 

For Christians are distinguished from the rest of men neither.by 
country, language, nor customs. They do not dwell in cities of 
their own, nor do they use some strange lq_nguage, nor practice a 
peculiar kind of life. Their teaching indeed has not been 
discovered by any speculation or consideration of men full of 
curiosity, nor do they busy themselves with human doctrine as 
some do. While dwelling in Greek or barbarian cities, as each 
has received his lot, and following the local customs in dress, 
food, and the rest of life, they display the marvelous and 
admittedly unusual constitution of their own citizenship. !hey 
live in their native countries, but as sojourners. They share all 
things; as citizens; and they endure all things, as foreigners. Every 
foreign land is their fatherland, and every fatherland is a foreign 
land to them. They marry as do all men; they bear children; but 

. they do not aban<;:lon their offspring. They furnish a common 
table, but not a common bed. Their'lot is cast "in the fi'esh," but 
they do not live "according to the flesh." 

They pass their time upon the earth, but their citizenship is in 
heaven. They are obedient to the appointed laws, but they surpass 
the laws in their own lives. They love a.II men and are persecuted 
by all. They are not understood, and they are condemned. They 
are put to death, and they are made alive. "They are poor, and 
they make many rich." They lack all things, and they abound in 
everything. They are dishonored,, and they are glorified in their 
dishonor. They are evil spoken of, and they are justified. "They 
are reviled, and they bless." They are insulted, and they give 
honor. While doing good, they are punished as evil. Being 
punished, they rejoice as being made .alive. They are fought 
against as foreigners by the Jews, and they are persecuted by 
Greeks. And those who hate them cannot state a reason for their 
enmity . 

Athenagorus, from a letter to Diognetus (about A.O. 140) 



Se1·11ing 6od 

CHRISTIAN VALUES 

This is the third week of a series in which Bob is 
sharing observations from his study on 
contemporary attitudes to'ward the church and 
Christianity. 

Modern Americans are still an identifiable group 
with an unsatiable thirst for conformity in , 
clothes, music, and cars·. What does this say for a 
life style separate from the world, that conversion 
to Christ requires? A "god" is whatever people 
put first in their lives. Some people literally 
worship personal (work or academic) 
performance religions, cults, or other strange, 
religions. 

In a more subtle way, many of us worship other 
gods by building our lives around something 
other than one true God. If your greatest desire is 
for popularity, power, or money, you are 
devoting yourself to something other than God. 
Many Americans want the advantages of 
Christian values, but they don'twant to be 
considered odd or dissimilar from their 
contemporari_es! 

Modern Americans are not pro-company or pro
organ ization. Their higher loyalty is to 
themselves. They respond to goals they have 
helped set and to purposes they have helped 
shape. Modern Americans like to work in groups 
,on problems. They want a church with shared 
goal setting, ·shared problem solving, and shared 
decsision making. 

What does this say about the work of the local 
· church? "Christians should do their jobs as if 

Jesus Christ were their supervisor, and Christian 
employers should treat their employers fairly and 
with respect. No matter who works for you, the 
one you ultimately want to please is your Father 
in heaven." 

However, when Modern Americans get in 
control they want the latest tools and technology. 
The general adult class of the past will be 
replaced with age and need-graded adult classes, 
taught with a variety of teaching aids. The 
gerieral door to door visitation strategy will be 
replaced by technology-oriented programs that 
can train leaders and match them with reliable 
prospects. Modern Americans are the product of 
television; they learn to turn off and block out 
experiences, and to adjust emotions rapidly. 

ks a consequence, Modern Americans do not 
attend church on Sunday solely because they are 
supposed to; if they attend at all, it is because . 
they believe church has something for them or 
will improve their life-style, or it has a function in 
their lives: Because they prefer to direct their 
own destiny, they will attend a church that is 
"people~ motivated" rather than "pulpit 
controlled." Modern Americans want value in 
return for their investment of time, energy, or 
money. Modern American's will not attend a 
church where second-rate ministry in second
rate buildings is carried on by ill-prepared 
leaders. They want the affordable best church 
ministry without compromising their personal 
standards. And they want if now. 

We m'ust be aware of all these attitudes in those 
around us. Jesus will not give people everything 
they want - but he will give them all they need~ 
When we understand what people are thinking, 
it enables better to help them see their own true 
needs. 

-Bob Henry , 
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Growth In Jesus 

WHO'S IN CHARGE~ 
LESSONS FROM DANIEL 

Lesson Five: The Godly Response to 
Trouble - Daniel 2:13-28 

Imagine Daniel's feelings the day when the· 
king's guards came to tell him that he was going 
to be executed beca1.1se of the inability of the 
other "wise men" to interpret the king'~ dream. 

, Most people, even most Christians, react to 
injustices much more minor than this with a 
great deal of self-pity, self-righteousness, and 
anger. We could learn a great dea'I from how 
Daniel handles this situation, because Daniel 
understood that.situations such as this are great 
opportunities for God to act. He did not have 
the self-centered attitude that this was unfair, or 
that he shoul~n't have to put up with such a 
problem. Read over this section and then make 
sure to notice the following features of Daniel's 
g<;)dly response: 

First, ~otice his self-controL He realizes at once 
how little control he has over the situation, so he 
knows h~ m.ust keep control over his emotions; 
God ~id not give you the ,abi I ity to control 
events, but he did give you a Spirit that enables 
you to control yourself. Most people, if put in 
Daniel's situation, would waste valuable time 
and energy in manipulative pleading or anger, 
self-centered moping, resentful complaining, or 
other ugly emotions. Daniel simply puts his faith 
in God and does only those things that allow 
God to work as he sees fit. Daniel does not 
decide in 'advance what God "should" or "has to" 
do. Too many Christians do that, and then 
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decide whether or not God loves them by 
whether God fulfills their own uninformed 
human-conceived goals. 

Next, notice that Daniel accepts the fact that he 
doesn't know what to do. · Too many of us panic 
and give in to despair when faced with a 
situation to which we have no answers. Don't 
despise such situations, but be grateful for them! 
Even if you thought~ knew what to do,· you'd 
be wrong anyway - so be glad when you are able 
clearly to see how little control or influence you 
have over events. These situations are the best 
opportunities you will have for spiritual growth. 
Note what Daniel does first of all - he prays, and 
asks his friends to pray. He wastes no time trying 
to force himself to come up with answers. 
Remember this when you face serious problems -
admitting you have no answers is not a defeat, it 
is the beginning of victory. God has answers 
waiting for you if you ask - do~'t miss them! 

Then, notice how he genuinely gives the credit 
to God. Too often we say the same kinds of 
words that Daniel uses here without having the 
same heart. Daniel is excited that God can do 
what he can't do himself. When. we say these 
things, it ought to be with this same feeling- not 
with the falsely humble sense of despair or 
inadequacy that many Christians have in their 
hearts when they "give the credit to God". The 
right heart is more important than the right 
words! Having a relationship with God does not 
mean spending the rest of our lives apologizing 
for not having the answers. It means spending 
our lives praising the God who does know 
everyth i n,g. 

Mark Carner, May 1995 



Family Information 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: instant coffee, soup, beef stew, 
maca~oni & cheese, jello, pudding mixes, 
peanut butter, potato mixes. 

Congratulations 

Amanda Huffman was baptized Sunday 
morning. Her address and phone numbers are: 
3711 Panama dr. Westerville Ohio 43081, 
phone-891-7028 

Bridal Shower 

There will be a bridal shower for Tanya 
Hutcherson today at 2:30 pm in the annex._See 
Rene Goodwin or Phyllis Harp for gift ideas. 

God's Interests 

God is more interested in making us what we 
ought to be than in giving us what we think we 
ought to have. 

Calendar 

June 

11 Bridal Shower For Tanya Hutcherson 
2:30 In The Annex 

17 Don Milnor's Bachelor Party, 8:30 pm 
In The Church Annex 

17-24 Northwestern Ohio Christian . 
Youth Camp 

18 Last Day For Spring Adult Bible Classes 
21 Devotional And Sign-Up For New Bible 

Classes 
23 Soul Fellowship, Singles of Unity and 

Love. A Night Of Singing With Alan 
Foster. 7:00pm 

24 Tanya Hutcherson & Don Milnor 
Wedding, 2:30 pm, Fawcett Center 

25 Summer Bible Classes Begin 

Contributions Attendance 

-Pulpit Help 'Last Week 

Avg YTD 

$5161 

$5071 

$257 

$267 

·Weds 

Sun Class 

140 

122 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunda YEvenlng 
Wednesday Evening 

Russia Sun AM 268 

Avg YTD Sun PM 163 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, 
Ray Thome 

9:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
1 ~~jg am Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7;00 ~~ Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Christians In The World 

Part Two 

To speak simply, what the soul is in the body, this Christians are in the 
world. The soul has been dispersed throughout the members of the 
body, and Christians are in each of the cities of the world. The soul 
lives in the body, but is not of the body. And Christians live in the 
world but are not of the world. The invisible soul is imprisoned in a 
visible body. Christians, being in the world, are recognized, but the 
nature of their godliness remains invisible. The flesh hates the soul and 
fights against it, although receiving nothing unjust itself, because it is 
prevents from enjoying pleasures. The world, although ~xperiencing 
nothing unjust, hates the Christians, because they are opposed to its 
pleasures. The soul loves the flesh which hates it and the body's 
members. Christians love those who hate them. The soul has been shut 
up in the body; but itself holds the body together. Christians are held in 
the world, as in a prison, but they uphold the world. The immortal soul 
dwells in a mortal tent, and Christians sojourn among corruptible things 
but expecting incorruption in heaven. The soul becomes better when 
ill-treated with food and drink, and Christians when punished increase . 
daily. God has.appointed them to such a post which it is not lawful for 
them to desert. . · -. 

Athenagorus, from a letter to Diognetus (about A.D. 140) 

''Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens 
and strangers in the world, to abstain i 

lfrom sinful desires, which war against 
your.soul. Live such good lives among 
the pagans that, though they accuse 
you of doing wrong, they may see 

your good deeds and glorify God on 
the day he visits us." 

1 Peter 2:11-12 



Ser11ing 6od 

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

This is the fourth part of Bob's series. In 
these articles he is sharing· with us his 
observations from his study of contemporary 
attitudes towards the Church and 
Christianity. 

As Christians, we honor Jesus Christ by 
following his example. When we submit to 
God, we become more willing to obey his 
command to ,submit to others. In.a marriage 
relationship both husband and wife are 
called to submit. For the wife this means 
willingly following her husband's leadership 
in Christ. For the husband it means putting 
aside his own interests in order to care for 
his wife. Submission is rarely a problem in 
homes where both spouses are in a strong 
relationship with Christ and where each is 
concerned for the happiness of the other. 

However, modern families will not submit, 
or contribute money, or do anything else 
simply because Christians are "supposed to 
do so" or because it's a Christian tradition. 
They will be turned off by high pressure 
appeals for money, rejecting motivation by 
guilt or tradition. They will give when they 
get value in return for money expended. If 
they can not have what they want, they will 
not submit, they will go to another church. 
Because of their overal I conservatism, 
however, many modern families will be 
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attracted to the Church since it is often 
society's preserver of values. They will fight 
empty traditionalism and they may not like 
the "church of our fathers" but they will like 
the "church of Jesus Christ". 

These attitudes contain a lot that is wrong -
but they also contain feelings that we can 
make constructi\'.e use of. God does want 
everyone to h_ave the best - himself. Our 
task is to show people who demand value 
where the real value lies. · Perceptive people 
will realize that God alone is of lasting 
permanent value. 

-Bob Henry 

"The kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field. When a 
man found it, he hid it again, and 
then in his joy went and sold all he 

had and bought that field." 

"Again, the kingdom of heaven is 
like a merchant looking for fine 

pearls. When he found one of great 
value, he went away and sold 

everything he had and bought it." 
Matthew 13:44-46 

Growth In Jesus 

WHO'S IN CHARGE? 
LESSONS FROM DANIEL 

Lesson Six: The Dream and its 
Interpretation - Daniel 

1
2:29-49 

Now we are ready to study the dream that the 
king had. The dream is actually an important 
prophecy - so important that it is repeated, in 
much more detail, in a vision that God gave to 
Daniel himself in chapter 7. Here, the king's 
dream itself is not complicated. The king saw a 
great statue in the shape of a human; each part of 
the statue consisted of a different material. The 
statue's head was made of gold, its chest and 
arms were silver, its torso and thighs were 
bronze, and its legs were iron. The statue's feet 
were also iron, but they were of iron that was 
mixed together with clay. As the king watched 
the statue, a rock, not cut by human hands, 
struck the statue at its vu I nerable point - its feet. 
With the feet smashed, the rest of the statue 
shattered' as well, and its dust scattered in the 
wind. Meanwhile, the rock that destroyed the 
statue grew into a mountain filling the whole 
earth. 

Daniel explains that the statue represents a series 
of great empires beginning with the then current 
Babylonian empire (symbolized by the head of 
gold). The silver part represents the empire of 
the Persians and Medes, which in 538 B.C. 
under Cyrus the Great.conquered and swallowed 
up the Babylonian empire. (Chapter 2 itself takes 
place in 603 B.C.) The Persians would later 
become involved in extended warfare with the 
Greeks, and in 331 B.C. the Greeks led by 
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Alexander the Great would finally conquer and 
swallow up the Persians. Thus the Greek Empire 
is represented by the bronze part of the statue. 
Finally, the Roman Empire would rise, and 
would swallow up both the Greeks and the 
remaining parts of the earlier empires - becoming 
the largest of all these human .empires. Rome is 
represented by iron, but also by feet - i.e. 
foundations - mixed with brittle clay. All these 
kingdoms are combined in the one statue, 
because to God they are really little different 
from one another - they all represent the 
continuing human desire to seize control of 
history from God. 

The rock "not cut by human hands" is God's 
kingdom. Daniel reveals that God will 
powerfully reveal his own kingdom during the 
time of the iron (Roman) empire. It strikes at the 
weakest point of the human empires and crushes 
them, then itself grows into a mountain that fills 
the whole earth. Most of the symbolism here is 
obvious, but make sure to notice everything 
going on in its proper context. The victory of 
God's kingdom' is not a military one or a political 
one - rather it crushes the other kingdoms by 
exposing them as powerless and irrelevant from 
an eternal perspective. And note that most of the 
world has not acknowledged this victory, 
because it didn't come in the terms they are used 
to dealing with, but it has happened all the same! 
The challengy to Christians is to accept this 
victory on the same terms - those of faith - that 
God won it. Christians who long for victory on 
the world's terms - material or political terms -
are ignoralilt of the real purpose of God's 
creation. Those Christians who accept that the 
greatest victories are purely spiritual are the ones 
who ""'.i 11 ·share the deepest joys that God can 
offer. 

Mark Carner 



Fan1ily /11fo1·111atio11 
Food P~ntry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: instant coffee, soup, beef stew, jelly, 
spaghetti sauce, macaroni & cheese1 jello. 

· Parents Of Pre-Schoolers 

There will be some changes in our classes 
beginning June 25th. Please make sure your 
child is in the correct class. Thank you. 

Cradle Roll 
2&3 

Sun. A.M. & Wed. 
Sun. A.M. & Wed. 

4-Kinder. Sun. 9:30 
Sun. Jr. Worship & Wed 

Room E-10 
Room E-8 

Room E-28 
Room E-28 

I 

Teen Activities For July And August 

June 27, Summer Youth series at Marysville 
July 6, Summer Youth series at Reynoldsburg 
July 8, Kings Island $15.50 
July 11, Summer Youth series at Indian Springs 
July 18, Summer Youth series at F & K 
July 25, Summer Youth series at Pataskala 
August 1, Summer Youth series at Northland 
August 8, Summer Youth series at Southwestern 
August 26, Jr. Youth Rally at Delaware 

Calenda1· 

June 

17-24 Northweste~n Ohio Christian 
Youth Camp 

18 Last Day For Spring Adult Bible Classes 
21 Congregation Devotional 
23 Soul Fellowship, Singles Of Unity and 

Love. A Night Of Singing With Alan 
Foster. 7:00pm 

24 Tanya Hutcherson & Don Milnor 
Wedding, 2:30 pm, Fawcett Center 

25 Sun;imer Bible Classes Begin 
27 .Summer Youth Series At Marysville 

Please Note !! 

If you have an announcement or event that 
needs to be put in the bulletin, please give 
it to Mark Garner or Jack Evans, or put it in 
one of their boxes at least 2 weeks before 
the event. 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $5453 Weds 137 

Avg YTD $5087 Sun Class 148 

Russia $237 Sun AM 264 

Avg YTD $266 Sun PM 146 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunda YEvening 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, 
Ray Thome 

9:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
10·30 am · 
5

;
30 

m Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn ~hampney,. Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7:00 ~m Lawrenc·e, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A Ligh~ed World 

Christ is the Light of the world, and the light that shines in the 
Savior is to shine in the saints. "Ye are the light of the world," he said 
(Matthew 5:14). As children of light, we are to carry Christ's message of 
light to every person. When we hear the Word and do not,do it, we ·sin 
against the Light. 

A man asked his two granddaughters what they wanted for 
Christmas. "Give us a world," they replied. Soon he deduced that what 
they were asking for as a globe: So happily granddad went out 
shopping for one and presented it to them on Christmas morning. 
When his granddaughters opened the presen~, he could sense their 
disappointment. "Did you want a different kind of globe," he asked. 
"Well, yes," said one of them, "we were kind of hoping for a lighted 
world." 

"I can fix that," he said. "I'll take it back and exchange it for a 
lighted one." Unfortunately the store where he bought the globe did 
not sell lighted ones. So he got his money back and set out to find a 
lighted world rather than a dark one. Finally, he located a globe with 
light in it, bought it and presented it to his granddaughters, who were 
delighted. His wife asked him if he had learned anything from his 
experience. He said, "Oh, yes. I learned that a lighted world costs 
more." 

A lighted world does cost more. '. It cost Christ his life. If we are 
serious about letting our light shine in today's world, it will cost us as · 
well. 

-Fulton County Gospel News 

"As, long as it is day, we must do the 
work of him who sent me. Night is 

coming, when no one can work. 
While I am in the .world, I am the 

light of the world.'' 
John 9:4-5 



Ser11ing 6od 

STAY WITH GOD 

This week Bob concludes his series of 
observations on how contemporary attitudes 
towards Christianity can affect Church life and 
growth. · · 

Many people believe that Christianity should 
offer a problem free life. Consequently, as l.ife 
gets tough, they draw back disappointed. 
Instead they 'should determine to stay with 
God. Problems and difficulti.es are painful but 
inevitable; we might as well see them as 
opportunities for growth . . God refines us 
through difficult circumstances. When we are 

, tested, we can com'plain or we can try to see 
how God is stretching us to develop, our 
character for new opportunities. 

As Christians we have entered into a covenant 
with God (through Jesus Christ) and should be 
sensitive to what God expects. We should 
absorb and accept information a!Jout God. We 
shoul9 put into action all we have learned and 
understood. All of these parts are es,sential to 
a growing relationship with God. Salvation is 
through Jesus Christ; however, water baptism 
does not guarantee that a new Christian wil I 
continue with his new church. 

Studies show that new believers tend to drop 
out of the church if they do not become 

I . 

attached to a primary group within two weeks. 
Bonding is more than teaching p~ospective 
members habits of church attendance or 
getting their tithe or co'rrec~ing their behavior. : 
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Bonding is a total immersion into group 
fellowship, group values, and gro.up ministry. 
Bonding is not something a church does in a 
mystical or manipulative sense. New members 
can not be forced to bond to a church. · 

When a church shows initiative and makes 
several immediate and meaningful contacts 
with potential members and/or prospective 
converts, they tend to return to the church and 
convert or join the church's fellowship. 
Studies reveal that churches that make the 
most contact tend to do the best job in 
bonding new members to the church. 
Conv~rts are more likely to bond, however, 
after attending the church three or four times; 
While their love for Jesus Christ will motivate 
some to overcome cultural or class barriers, 
others cannot overcome them and drop out 
sooner or later. Schools do not reward 
initiative or teach it. Many schools ask us to 
do rote repetitive work and be prompt about it 
! However, in the real world you almost never 
know what you ought to be doing, with _ 
sufficient information, and you n'ever know 
when its "due". 

When a visitor attends Northland, follow 
Christ's example: 

Immediately contact the. visitor, 
,. · Be intentional in followup, 

Be systematic and varied in continual 
contacts. 

"Aim High and Be All that You Can Be" 
for Jesus Christ. 

-Bob Henry 

6rowth In Jesus 

WHO'S IN CHARGE? 
LESSONS FROM DANIEL 

Lesson Seven: 
Worshiping an Idol .. Daniel 3:1-7 

Nebuchadnezzar soon forgot the most important 

resisting, and the slightest opportunity to lust or 
envy arises - dum da DAH - we give in and make 
excuses.· When we are first Christians, we know 
that our careers and hobbies are unimportant 
compared to knowing God, and we are happy 
spending extra time and energy getting to know 
GGd: But later we decide w,e're "missing out" and 
.all it takes is the'least excuse - dum da DAH - to 
forego ,studying the Bible so that we can spend 
"our" spare time in. making extra money or 
sampling the goodies the world offers. 

of the lessons that Daniel taught him. Thinking Any time you sin you can always use the excuse -
only of the glory he could earn for himself, and that everyone else is doing it! That never makes . 
perhaps rememberin·g Daniel's description of him anything right - even if "everyone else" are all 
as the golden head of the statue, he now decides Christians! God does not decid~ right and wrong 
to create a gigantic idol of gold that everyone in ,by majority vote. Once you g~ve any acceptance 
his empire must worship at his bidding. After the to the possibiHty that others' actions are an excuse 
idol is set up, whenever he commands the for your own sins, you ha,ve lost the battle. "Even 
playing of certain music, everyone m,ust stop if you do avoid the sin involved, it will probably 
whatever they are doing to bow down to the idol. be for the wrong reasons - "well, I won't do it 

anyway because people might see me", "it 
Thus all of the Babylonians were periodically wouldn't be good for me after all", "maybe if I 
forced to interrupt their lives to. perform a don't do it, God will give me a reward" . There is 
pointless act just to indulge the king's egomania. only Qil.e correct reason to avoid sin - God says 
If you were at work when the music sounded - it's wrong! · 
dum da DAH - you had to get up from y,our desk, 
get on the ground, and bow in the direction of the Next time, as we continue in chapter 3, we will 
idol. If you were cleaning up the kitchen when study how the three Hebrew youths stood firm 
the music sounded - dum da DAH -you had to set and did not worship the king's idol. We will look · 
down your dishes, get on the floor, ar,id bow in at what they did and how God was with them; 
the direction of the idol. At first, you would But you must realize that it all started with their 
probably have felt pretty foolish. But after a decision: under no circumstances would they 
while, you wouldn't even think about it; bow to an idol! Without that decision made in 
whenever the music played you would just get advance, they would never have stood firm, no 
down and bow,· a reflex you didn't question. matter how much help God offered them. 

\ 

So too, when the world tells us to do something, 
we may question it a few times, but then just start 
bowing down without thinking. When we first 
become Christians, we fight against temptations 
to lust or envy. But later, we get tired ·of 

3 

Mark ca·rner 



Family Information 
Congratulations !! 

We had 4 people baptized at camp Friday, Tadd 
Crothers, Kristi Davis, Justin Shelton, and Kevin 
Freeman. Please encourage and pray for these 
people as they begin their walk with Christ. 

Parents Of Pre-Schoolers 

There will be some changes in our classes 
beginning June 25th. Please make sure your 
child is in the correct class. Thank you. 

Cradle Roll 
2&3 

Sun . A.M. & Wed. Room E-10 
Sun . A.M.' & Wed. Room E-8 

4-Kinder. Sun. 9:30 
Sun. Jr. Worship & Wed 

Room E-28 
Room E-28 

Teen Activities For July And August 

June 27, Summer Youth series at Marysville 
July 6, Summer Youth series at.Reynoldsburg 
July 8, Kings Island $15.50 
July 11, Summer Youth series at Indian Springs 
July 18, Summer Youth series at F & K 
July 25, Summer Youth series at Pataskala 
August 1, Summer Youth series at Northland 
August 8, Summer Youth series at Southwestern 
August 26, Jr. Youth Rally at Delaware 

25 
27 

6 
8 

,9 

11 
16 
18 
25 

Calendar 

June 
Summer Bible Classes Begin 
Summer Youth Series at Marysville 

July 
Men's Breakfast, Old Country Buffet, 
Morse Rd. 8:00 am 
Summer Youth Series at Reynoldsburg 
Teen King's Island Trip 
Deacon's Meeting, 8 am, E-41 
Summer Youth Series at Indian Springs 
Eider's Deacon's Meeting 8 am, E-41 
Summer Youth Series at F & K 
Summer Youth Series at Pataskala 

Summer Bible Classes 

This summer, on Sunday mornings, all adults 
wi 11 meet in E-4 1-4 2 for a class in Acts taught by 
Terry Moore. On Wednesdays there will be 
discussion groups-college and singles will be in 
E-41-42, younger marrieds in E-32, older 
marrieds in E-31. 

Contributions Attendance 

last Week 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

Avg YTD 

$4777 Weds 

$5113 Sun Class 

$309 Sun AM 

$272 Sun PM 

132 

144 

274 

147 

Services Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Sunday Worship Service I 0:30 am Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Sunday Evening 5:30 pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Wednesday Evening 7:00 pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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On Humble Submission To God 

' 
Do not be concerned overmuch who is with you or against you, 
but work and plan that God may be with you in all that you do 
(Romans 8:31 ). Keep a clean conscience, and God will mightily , 
defend you; for whoever enjoys the protection of God cannot be 
harmed by the malice of man. If you learn to suffer in silence, 
you may be sure of receiving God's help (2 Cor. 7:6). He knows 
the time and the way to deliver you; so trust yourself entirely to 
His care. God is strong to help you, and to free you from all 
confusion. It is often good for us that others know and expose our 
faults, for so may we be kept humble. 

When a man humbly admits his faults, he soon appeases his 
fellows, and is reconciled to those whom he had offended. God 
protects and delivers a humble man; He loves and comforts him 
(1 Peter 5:5, James 4:6). To the humble He leans down and 
bestows great success, raising him from abasement to honour. To 
him He reveals His secrets (Matt. 11 :25), and lovingly calls and 
draws him to Himself. Even in the midst of trouble, the humble 
man remains wholly at peace, for he.trusts in God, and not in the 
world. Do not consider yourself to have made any spiritual 
progress, unless you account yourself the least of all men. 

·Thomas a Kempis (15th Century) 
from The Imitation of Christ 

llHumble yourselves, therefore, 
under God's mighty hand, that 
he may lift you up in due time. 
Cast all''your anxiety on him 

because he cares for you." 
1 Peter 5 :6-7 



Family Fun 

CAN YOU FIND THE 16 BOOKS OF THE BIBLE? 

I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible. It was a lulu, kept 

people looking so hard for facts and for others it was a revelation.' Some were 

in a jam, especially since the names of the books were not capitalized, but the 

truth finally struck home to large numbers of readers. To others, it was a real 

job. We want ifto be a most fascinating few moments for you. Yes, there will 

be some really easy ones to spot. Others may require judges to find them. I 

will quickly admit it usually takes a minister to. find one of them, and there will 

be loud lamentatio'ns when it is found. One woman says she brews a cup of 

tea, so she can concentrate better. See how wel I you can compete. Relax now, 

for there are really sixteen names of books of the Bible in ,this story. 

(Jim Robbins found· this puzzle and shared it with us for the bul/etin. - The 
answer. will appear next week.) 
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61·owth In Jesus 

- WHO'S IN CHARGE~ 
LESSONS FROM DANIEL 

Lesson Eight: 
Standing Firm - Daniel 3:.8-30 

So king Nebuchadnezzar built an idol and 
demanded all his subjects to worship it 
whenever they heard the playing of certain 
music. The king decreed in advance that all 
who disobeyed this were without delay to be 
thrown into a furnace and burned alive. 
Though most of his citizens obeyed in spite of 
their inconvenience or embarrassment, there 
were three who refused - the_ three young 
Hebrew friends of Daniel. Word quickly' gets 
to the king of their disobedience to him. 
Those who themselves do not have the 
character and ·strength to do what is right wi 11 

always resent and fe~r those who can do the 
right thing, and will look for a chance to get 
them in trouble. A tense confrontation occurs 
between the proud but insecure king, and the 
humble yet secure young men. 

Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah (their Hebrew 
names) have already decided that, no matter 
what, they are not going to give in to the 
command to worship an idol. Make sure to 
realize that their boldness, their confidence, 
and the chance they gave ~od to deliver 
them, all came from this! When we go into a 
situation already having decided to do what 
God has told us, we too will act' like this. But 
when we go into a situation just hbping for the 

best, wanting to "wait and see" what happens 
before we decide whether to obey God, that is 
when we fal I every time - because we have 
the wrong attitude. Doing what is right is 
important because it is right, and for no other 
good reason. Yes, doing the right thing often 
leads to blessings - but not always. If we only 
do the right thing to get blessings from God, 
we are no better than pagans. The worst 
sinner -in the world will do the right thing if he 
or she believes that a blessing will result! 

Note the bold reply to the king in verses 16-
18. The¥ are absolutely confident that God 
Qill rescue them from ,the fire, but they don't 
kriow if he will. What an example to us! We 
always demand to know whether God will 
give us what we want before we give him 
what he wants. We have to learn to accept 
that whatever he wants is the thing we should 
want. Too many Christians decide what they 
want to happen in their lives, and then 
practically demand that God bring it about, 
and then call this "faith". Real faith assumes 
everything about God's abilities, but makes no 
presumptions that God will act as we wish 
him to: These men did not believe that their 
own wills controlled this situation! · 

In this case, it pleased Cod to deliver them 
from the fire. One result of this was that the 
powerful display of God's power had a great 
effect on the pagans watching this. But the 
three youths did not make their decision for 
this reason - they knew only that they must do 
whClt is right. 

Mark Garner 
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Fa111ily /11fo1711atio11 
Singles Picnic 

Saturday, July 29 from 4-8 pm. Singles picnic 
and volleyball at 2262 medina avenue (food 
provided). Call Brenda Allen for more 
information @261-1659 

Congratulations !! 
Lindsay Bolden was baptized last Sunday. 

A Few Holds 
.. 

1. Hold on to your hand when you are about to 
commit an unkind act 
2. Hold on to your tongue when you are about 
to speak harshly. 
3 . . Hold orito your heart when evil persons invite 

,,:,you to join their ranks 
4. Hold on to your foot when you are about to 
forsake the path of right. 
5. Hold on to the Truth, for it will do you good 
throughout eternity. / . 1 
6. Hold on to your temper when angry, or if 
others are angry with you. 
7. Hold on to your character, for it is and ever 
will be your best wealth 

"Prove all things: HOLD FAST that which is 
GOOD." . 

, "YE ARE THE LICHT OF THE WORLD" 

8 
9 
11 
16 
18 
25 
29 

Calenda1" 

July 

Teen King's Island Trip 
Deacon's Meeting, 8 am, E-41 
Summer Youth Series at Indian Springs 
Eider's Deacon's Meeting 8 am, E-41 
Summer Youth Series at F & K 
Summer Youth Series at Pataskala 
Singles Volleyball and Picnic, 2262 
Medina Avenue, 4-8 pm 

Summer Bible Classes 

This summer, on Sunday mornings, all adults 
will meet in E-41-42 for a class in Acts taught by 
Terry Moore. On Wednesdays there will be 
discussion groups-college and singl,es will be in 
E-41-42, younger marrieds in E-32, older 
marriedS, in E-31. 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

Avg YTD 

$5087 Weds 

$507,6 Sun Class 

$241 

$260 

Sun AM 

Sun PM 

200 

1158 

264 

108 

Services Elders: Wilblir Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne 
Sunday Bible Study , 9:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Sunday Evening 5:30 pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Wednesday Evening 7:00 pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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On Glose Friendship With Jesus 

(Part One) 

When Jesus is with us, all i.s well, and nothing seems hard; but 
when Jesus is absent, everything is difficult. When Jesus does·not ' 
speak to the heart, all other comfort is unavailing; but if Jesus 
speaks but a single word, we are greatly comforted. Did not Mary 
Magdalene rise at once from the place where she wept, when 
Martha said, 'The Master is come, and is asking for you'? (John 
11 :28) Oh, happy the hour when Jesus cal Is us from tears to joy 
of spirit! How arid and hard of heart you are without Jesus! How 
foolish and empty if you desire anything but Jesus! Surely, this is 
a greater ·injury to you than the loss of the whole world! 

What can the world offer you, without Jesus? To be without Jesus 
is hel I most grievous; to be with Jesus is to know the sweetness of 
Heaven. If Jesus is with you, no enemy can harm you. Whoever 
finds Jesus, finds a rich treasure, and a good above every good. 
He who. loses Jesus, loses much indeed, and more than t.he whole 
world. Poorest of all men is he who lives without Jesus, and 
richest of all is he who stands in favour with Jesus. 

It is a great art to know how to hold converse 1with Jesus, and to 
know how to keep Jesus is wisdom indeed. Be humble and a: 
man of p~ace, and Jesus will abide with you. But if you turn aside 
to worldly things, you will soon cause Jesus to leave you, and you 
will lose His grace. And if you drive Him away and lose Him, 
with whom may you take refuge, and whom wi 11 you seek for 
your friend? Without a friend, you cannot live happily, and if 
Jesus is not your best friend, you will be exceedingly sad and 
lonely; so it is foolish to trust ~r delight in any other. It is better to 
have the whole world as you enemy, than offend Jesus. 
Therefore, of all dear friends, 'let Jesus be loved first and above all. 

Thomas a. Kempis (15th Century) 



Family Fun 

CAN YOU FIND THE 16 BOOKS OF THE BIBLE? -ANSWERS 

(These are the answers to last week's hidden Bible books puzzle, submitted by 
Jim Robbins. The hidden books are indicated by all capital letters: e.g. yES 
THERe.) 

I once made a reMARK about the hidden books of the Bible. It was a luLU, 

KEpt people looKING So hard for fACTS and for others it was a REVELATION. 

Some were in a JAM, ESpecially since the names of the books were not 

capitalized, but the tRUTH finally struck home to large NUMBERS of readers. 

To others, it was· a real JOB. We want it to be A MOSt fascinating few moments 

for you. Oh yES, THERe will be some really easy ones to spot. Others may 

require JUDGES to find them. I will quickly admiT IT USually takes a minister 

to find one of them, and there will be loud LAMENTATIONS when it' is found. 

I 

One woman says sHE BREWS a cup of tea, so she can concentrate better. See 

how well you can comPETE. Relax now, for there are really sixteen names of 

books pf the Bible in this story. 
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6rowth In Jesus 

WHO'S IN CHARGE? 
LESSONS FROM DANIEL 

Lesson Nine: 
A Tough Lesson - Daniel 4:1-,37 

At first glance, this chapter contains a simple 
story. A proud, haughty king thinks he has 
earned all his wealth and power by his own 
deeds and wisdom. But really he has everything 
only because God has put it into his hands. So 
God sends judgment on the proud king. After 
warning him through a dream~ he drives the king 
off nis throne and out of his mind: The king lives 
like a wild beast until he learns humility, and 
then ·God lets him return to his kingdom. 

Even by itself, this would be a story worth careful 
study; But when we set it into the context of 
Daniel as a whole, and the ways that 
Nebuchadnezzar learns about God in particular, 
we see even more to the account. 
Nebuchadnezzar is one' of the most interesting 
characters in the Old Testament. He, is· a pagan 
of pagans, -a rich, powerful king who got that 
way by destroying his neighbors. But he is also 
in his heart a seeker - he consistently shows the 
willingness to -listen to Daniel and the others, 
and God clearly saw him as worth the time to 
reach out to. Daniel himself must have had 
positive feelings about him - look what he says in 
v. 19 when he realizes that the king's dream 
means bad news. We have already seen that 
Daniel and his friends. waste no time buttering up 
the kin'g; Daniel must have meant what he said. 

' -

And God took the time to warn Nebuchac;lnezzar 
of what was to happen - a warnjng he did not 
hee<;J at the ti me, but one he remembered when 
it came true. Though he was slow to learn, he 
did learn the lesson God taught. God never 
cares as much about how long we take to learn a 
lesson as he cares that we do learn it! 

God's treatment of Nebuchadnezzar is. a good 
example of his grace to someone who, though 
far from God, was in his heart open 'to listening. 
It may seem harsh or punitive that God drove the 
king from his throne and made him a laughing _ 
stock to his subjects, but it is really an expression 
of grace. If the only way for us to learn humility 
is to be h,umiliated, God will bri'ng it about! If 
the only way to get us to be gratefu I for what we 
have is to take it away, God can bring it about. 
This is genuine love, because the lesson and the 
closeness to God that it produces are much more 
important than the temporary deprJvations or 
embarrassments involved. 

W,e do not know if Nebuchadnezzar ever came 
truly to know God and to be saved. But we do 
know that he paid attr ntion to what _God was 
saying, and that for a Babylonian he learned a lot 
about God. We know that one of the greatest 
leaders of ancient history showed more humility, 
when corrected, than many Christians do! 
Though in control of so much from a human · 
perspective, the king acknowledged that God 
was in control of more - this alone is -a great 
victory for our God, who is in co,ntrol of the · 
universe. 

Mark Carner 
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Family lnfo1mation 
Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: instant coffee, jello, soup, pork and beans, 
applesauce, paper towels, crackers, pie filling, 
pudding mix, toilet paper. Your help with these 
items will be greatly appreciated by many. 

Singles Picnic · 

Saturday, July 29 from 4-8 pm. Singles picnic · 
and volleyball .at 2262 Medina avenue (food 
provided). Call Brenda Allen for more 
information @261 -1659. 

I 

'S.unday Evening Time Change 

• 

1

Services this Sunday evening will be at 6 pm 
with Indian Springs <!-nd Northwest 
c,0ngregations. · 

Prayer Request 
Please pray for Eric Harrison (brother of Sadicka 
Thomas and member of Northland). He should 
know whether he receives shock probation 
within the next 60 days. If you would like to 
write a support letter on his behalf you may send 
it to his attorney, address to Judge Travis; 
W. Joseph Edwards, Attorney at Law, Court 

House Square, 501 S. High St., Columbus Ohio, 
43215. 

Calendar 

July 

11 Summer Youth Series at Indian Springs 
16 Eider's Deacon's Meeting 8 am, E-41 
18 Summer Youth Series at F & K 
25 Summer Youth Series at Pataskala 

August 

Summer Youth Series At Northland 
5 Men's Breakfast, 8:00 am, Old Countr)r 

Buffet, Morse Rd. 
13 Deacon's Meeting, E~42 8:00 am . 
20 Eider's /Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am , . ' 

Summer Bible Classes 
This summer, on Sunday mornings, all .adults 
will meet in E-41-42 for a class in Acts taught by 
Terry Moore. On Wednesdays there will be 
discussion groups-college and singles will be in 

I , ' 

E-41·.:42, younger marrieds in E-32, older 
marriedsinE-31. , 

Contributions Attendance 

last Week 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

Avg YTD 

$4504 Weds 

$5055 Sun Class 

$207 Sun AM 

'$258 Sun PM 

158 

124 

245 

124 

Services Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, T.om Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini;Dan 
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am Baughman, Jbhn Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Sunday Evening 5:30 pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, BerylMcMasters 
Wednesday Evening 7:0? pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Clevel~nd Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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On ~lose Friendship With Jesus 

(Part Two) 

Love all men for Jesus'sake, but Jesus for HimseH. Jesus Christ 
alone 'is to be loved with an especial love, for He alone is the best 
and most faithful of friends. In 'Him and for His sake love both 
friend and foe, and ·pray t~ Him for all of them, that all may know 
and love Him. Do not wish to become the object of especial 
praise or love, for this belongs to God alone, who has n6ne like 
Himself. Do not desire that the heart of a:n.yone be given wholly 
to yourself, and do not yield yourself wholly to the love of 
anyone; rather, let Jesus abide in you, and in ever good person. 

Be pure and free of heart, untrammelled by any created thing. 
Offer to God a pure and spotless heart, if you wish to be at 
liberty, and see how gracious the Lord is. Unless His grace draw 
and guide you, you will never attain this; but once you have cast 
aside and forsaken all else, you may be united to Him alone. 
When the grace of God comes to a man1 he is. strong in all things; 
but when it departs, he is left poor and w~ak, and feels 
abandoned to punishment and sorrow. When this happens to 
you, do not despair or be discouraged, but accept God's will 
calmly, bearing all that befalls you for the glory of Christ; for after 
wfnter comes summer, night turns to day, and after a storm comes 
fair weather. (Psalm 107:29, Matt. 8:26) 

Thomas a Kempis· (15th century) 
from The Imitation of Christ 

News From Russia ....,.. See Page 2 
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News F1·om Russia 
Date: 05-Jun-95 at 22:16 

Dear Frank, 
I've not received any E-mail from you nor 

from Barnaul. I hope these's no technical 
problem. I hope you are doing tine, getting the 
rest you need, and having the work you want to 
have. Here things are moving good. 

I have 3 persons who have decided to be 
baptized for the Sunday 11 June, and 2 more are 
still thinking about their decision. I meet every 
Tuesday .night with Sergei, Ivan and Max to train 
them about leadership issues and prepare them 
for the future. I believe.the Summer will be 
tough, like every summer in Siberia for every 
Church, but we have a good group, tharcan 
keep on doing without us in the fall. I will keep 
in t©uch by visiting myself. I believe that my 
booklet will help them to-multiply, which is the 
real issue. I'm teaching them how to help others 
to become Christians and we start seeing the 
results: Tanya, is a friend from Max, Denis is a 
friend from Vicka, and Grusha is a friend from 
Tamara. These 3 next baptisms prove the value 
of friendship evangelism and the fact that they 
can do it themselves. 

Nick, who I believe will soon be baptized 
(he's the one who would often ask you questions 
during our "campaign" on Romans) is a very 
promising person to be a Christian. He's deep, 
very thorough and loves the Bible. He will be as 
well the "oldest young member" (30 years) and 
he's married. When I asked hirn about the 
future, he expressed a desire to work for the 
church, and I know his motivations are pure and 
sincere. I will try to convince hill) for the Bible 
school. 

If everything is fine with my visa (I might have 
to go to Kazakhstan or China (it's closer than 
Europe) to soon renew it, maybe for a 10 
months visa said Adele) than we should have a 
mini retreat for the Gorno Church with mini bus 
and camping in the beginning of July.Then we 
shall move to Barnaul as soon as they have an 
apartment. 

Thanks for answering. V'fe have still 110 clear 
plans concerning the city to choose. But I am 
exited about what can happen in Barnaul; there's 
a willingness and a great potential. They need a 
greater vision of what they can do themselves 
(teach faith) -..yithout long term foreign help, and 
a plan how to multiply (small group leaders 
trained).' 

Thanks for being the friend and older brother 
that you are! Look forward hearing from you. 

-Yves 

Yves Addendum from Frank: 

I called Yves Saturday morning GA time and he 
reports Nick and another young man are to be 
baptized Sunday Jun·e 11 bringing the number 
for that day to 5. Yves is moving to Barnaul with 
Anichka to help train some men to go from there 
on a Russian campaign to establish the church in 
another large city. He will be helping with the 
'Preaching School and will be keeping contact 
with GA for the next year continuing to 
strengthen them. We are hopeful Nick will 
enroll in the Preaching Schoql this fall. He had 
been studying the Bible on his own before the 
lectures on Romans presented in April. 

I . 
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6rowth In Jesus 

WHO'S IN CHARGE? 
LESSONS FROM DANIEL 

Lesson Ten: Historical Background 
for Daniel 4,5,6 

This week we will digress a bit from the text of 
Daniel to cover some historical background that 
will help in your understanding of these 
chapters. This will also help to re-emphasize 
some of the points that the book is making. The 
Babylonian Empire (or, mo're correctly, the Neo
Babylonian Empire) was raised up by God for a 
special purpose, and wh.en that purpose was 
served, it disappeared. God was in control the 
whole time! 

We have already seen a great deal of 
Nebuchadnezzar, the human most responsible 
for the success of his empire. It was his father, 
NaboJ;>olassar, who led the successful rebellion 
of 625~612 B.C. against Assyria and re
established Babylon's independence. (The first 
Babylonian Empire arose sometime after 2000 
B.C.; that was the empire that produced the 
famous Code of Hammurabi. Hammurabi was 
probably living at the same time as Abraham -

B.C. For 45 years he had ruled the world's 
leading empire, while at the same time seeking 
for meaning in life. Wedo not know with 
certainty what his spiritual condition was at 
death, but nonetheless he is one of the characters 
in the Old Testament most worth studying. After 
his death, Babylon was thrown into political 
chaos. Due to constant plotting and treachery, 4 
new kings took the throne within 6 years, with 
Nabonidus in 555 B.C. emerging victorious as 
the last king of Babylon, holding the crown until 
its fall in 538 B.C. ' 

But Nabonidus was extraordinarily incompetent 
and. unpopular. To avoid the fate of some of his 
predecessors (including Labash-Marduk, whom 
Nabonidus himself had killed), he left his 
kingdom, retaining the crown but leaving his son 

. Belshazzar in charge of the kingdom. Thus in 
· Daniel 5, we see Belshazzar recognized as 

"king", and we see him offer "the third highest 
place in the kingdom" to anyone who can read 
the mysterious writing, because he himself was 
really only the second highest. This peculiar 
situation also explains why Belshazzar also titled 
himself the son of Nebuchadnezzar, not of his 
real father, the despised Nabonidus. In a 
desperate attempt to claim some legitimacy in 
the dying days of his empire, he demanded to be 
associated with the only competent leader that 
Neo-Babylon had known. 

some researchers think that "Amraphel" - Genesis Under Belshazzar, Babylon finished its quick 
14:9 - is a Hebrew name for Hammurabi.) death. In 538 B.C. the Medes and Persians 
Nabopolassar was a successful rebel, but it was conquered it with no real opposition. All of this 
Nebuchadnezzar, as crown prince (606 B.C.) not only helps us to understand some of the 
and later sole king ,(604 B.C.), who brought details of the book of Daniel, it helps us to see 
military and political stability to Babylon. And God's hand at work. The great and powerful, the 
Babylon did not long survjve past famous and proud, are of no importance at all in 
Nebuchadnezzar's death. God's plans - God single-mindedly works for the 

knowledge, and good of those who wish to know 

Nebuchadnezzar became ill and died in 561 him. · -Mark Carner 
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Family Information 
Youth Ministry 

On Tuesday August 1 the Northland Church 
will be hosting the Summer Youth Series. We 
need people to sign up for refreshments. We are , 
going to have ice cream sundae. We will need 
ice cream, bowls, spoons, pop, ice, and cups. If 
you would like to bring any of these items or if 
you can help serve'there is a sign up sheet on 
the teen bulletin board. Any questions see Dave 

, or Cheryl McDaniel. 

Singles Picnic 
Saturday, July 29 from 4-8 pm. Singles picnic 
and volleyball at 2262 Medina avenue (fqod 
provided). Call Brenda Allen for more 
information @ 261-1659 

Hospitalized 
Ruth Rogers is in Riverside. 

Sue Barton, Send cards, letters, phone calls, etc. 
to: Central Texas Medical Center 1301 Wonder 
World Dr. San Marcos, Texas 78666 
512-353-8979-room 411A 

Or send E-Mail addressed to Bailey and he will 
take it to her. (Get his E-mail address from Don 
Milnor). See bulletin board for information about 
a "gift box" we are sending to her next 
Wednesday evening. The gifts should be 
wrapped and brought to E-41 after class. If you 
have any questions see MaryKay Barozzini. 

18 
25 
29-30 

1 
5 

8 
14-25 

20 
26 

Calendar 

July 
Summer Youth Series at F & K 
Summer Youth Series at Pataskala 
Neighbor Weekend 

August 
Summer Youth Series At Northland 
Men's Breakfast, 8:00 am, Old Country 
Buffet, Morse Rd. 
Summer Youth Seri'es At Southwestern 
Used Clothing Needed, Alkire Road 
Church Of Christ; Also Free Clothing 
For The Needy, See Bulletin Board 
Eider's /Deacon, Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
Jr. -Youth Rally At Delaware 

Summer Bible Classes 
This summer, on Sunday mornings, all adults 
will meet in E-41-42 for a class in Acts taught by 
Terry Moore. On Wednesdays there will be 
discussion gr()ups-college and singles will be in 
E-41-42, younger marrieds in ~-32~ older 
marrieds in E-31. 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $4892 Weds 124 

Avg YTD $5049 Sun Class 148 

Russia $246 Sun AM 252 

AvgYTD $258 Sun PM 235 

Services Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom ~anihardt, Joe BaroZ.zini, Dan 
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Sunday Evening 5:30 pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Wednesday Evening 7:00 pm Evangelist: Terry Moore · 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (61.11) 475-0161 
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-- Let My Life 

Let my life be a ministry to other; 

Let me serve in sunshine or rain. 

Lord, I want to be a blessing to many, 

never live just for earthly gain. 

Let me be like a shining clear river 

flowing out in service to men. 

Then when dear Jesus comes back to reward us, 

a bright and shining crown I'll win~ 

Let my life always be humble and lowly; 

ne'r torn and misshapen by pride. 

T~en I will always be lovely like Jesus, 

and some day I'll sit by His side. 

Let my life be like awhispering fountain 

servi.ng so quietly but well. 

Then I will not fear crossing that dark river, 

or the chi me of the final bel I . 

-David Macy 



Ser11ing 6od 

WHY PEOPLE DON'T 
UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE ALIKE 

Of course people disagree on what the 
Bible teaches because one or both are ignorant 
of one or more passages in the Bible which, if 
known would correct the'm. This happens to all 
of us, and we change our views as we learn 
more. We know that by comparing scripture 
with scripture we often get the closest thing 
possible to an inspired interp.retation. To 
understand a Bible verse, all the Bible passages 
which in any way touch on it must be brought to 
bear. However, I want to go beyond all this. 
We might say that the above statements are a 
"given" and all know that a lack of Bible 
knowledge causes disagreements. Now I want to 
investigate something additional, and a good 
starting point is Jeremiah 10:23: "O Jehovah, I 
know that the way of man is not in himself; it is 
not in man that walketh to direct his steps" (Jer. 
10:23). Too often a problem in interpreting the 
Bible is that people read what they think into the 
Bible. They feel free to add their thoughts and 
they think that what they surmise is true and in 
their minds they begin a proce~s which forces 
what they believe right into the text. A good 
way to test for this and prevent it is to require of 
yourself a Bible verse which expressly and truly 
says what you are saying. You may think the 
Bible actually says what you are saying but can 
you prove it by finding a verse which, without 
torturing it, says what you are saying? 
Sometimes we might be surprised how hard 
pressed we might be to find such a verse, and 
often we might have to admit we can't find one. 
this ought to tell us to back off and prayerfully 
relook at things. 

2 

However, another warning is found in Jeremiah 
1 7:9: "The heart is deceitful about all things, 
and it is exceeding corrupt: who can know iH" 

Truly, the capacity and ability of the human heart 
to be crass, dull, unseeing, and willfully 
deceived is almost past honest belief, We have 
wondered how Israel could see all the signs 
done in Egypt and then go on and distrust the 
power of God to help them destroy the seven 
nations of Canaan. 

Another case that amazes me is the one at the 
tomb 0fJesus where the guards see an angel who 
descended from heaven. Frightened until, it 
seems, they pass out, these poor, confused 
wretcbes later straggle into the city and with 
what must have appeared to be sincere honesty, 
passionately told their strange encounter to the 
chief priests. The priests couldn 'Cdisniiss the 
account as foolishness, so the best they can do is 
bribe the guards. How could they do that?! This 
objective account by those obviously not on the 
side of the disciples should. have converted 
them. It didn't, anymore than the obvious 
miracle Peter worked converted the Sanhedrin 
when the miracle could not be denied by them 
(Acts 14:16, 17). Yettodayweactuallywonder 
why men cannot understand the Bible alike. So, 
first, we must consider the ':Vildness of the 
human heart. 

Jerry Moffitt 

Growth In Jesus 

WHO'S IN CHARGE? 
LESSONS FROM DANIEL 

·Lesson Eleven: God Cannot Be 
Mocked - Daniel 5:1-6 

Often God endures the ignorance and insults of 
humans for many years before he acts. At other 
times, he quickly responds to the insolent ways 
that humans treat him. In Daniel 5 we se'e some 
of both! This chapter is of tremendous interest to 
anyone wishing to be assured of God's control, 
because. it is both a striking examp.le of God's 
reply to a human challenge, and also a prime 
example of a Bible account backed up by secular 
history. In the next couple of weeks, we will 
look at both aspects of Daniel 5. 

La·st week we went over the historical 
background to this chapter. We now meet 
Belshazzar, the young prince who was left in 
charge of the kingdom by his incompetent and 
unpopular father, king Nabonidus. Belshazzar's 
feeling about the situation was evidently that, 
since the "gods" had let him be king, he ought to 
enjoy it. So, rather than attempting to address 
the many problems of a decaying empire, he 

. chose to take full personal advantage of his 
situation. for most of the 14 years he was in 
charge of Babylon, this went on without any 
immediate consequences, but one day he goes 
too far. Having mocked his father and ,his 
subjects, having mocked every false god 
imaginable, he now turned to mock the living 
God, and this would be his last insult. 

To top off what he imagined to be the 

grandest party of all time, when his guests were . 
at their most intoxicated, he calls for the gold 
goblets that had been taken years ago from the 
temple of the living God in Jerusalem. 
.Nebuchadnezzar, whom he claimed as his 
father, had stolen them but had kept them safely 
and treated God himself with respect if not 
always obedience. But Belshazzar now uses the 
things of God as objects of revelry and 
merriment - drinking wine from them and raising 
toasts to false gods.' 

At the height of this revelry, God answers. A 
mysterious hand writes on the wall of the palace, 
writing words that the king cannot understand, 
but words that are undoubtedly not favorable to 
him. The king's fear and confusion are absolute. 
as he struggles to think of what this means and 
what he should do. 

Before we go_ on, note some important things so 
that you do not misunderstand the lessons of this 
chapter. First, there was nothing special in a 
supernatural sense about these goblets. It is the 
attitude of disrespect and mindless indulgence 
that is Belshazzar's crime here. Second, the 
writing in the wall did not come as a result of this 
one sin alone. Nor is Belshazzar the only one 
being judged! Belshazzar's actions here are only 
the culmination of a life' spent in rebellion and 
mockery towards the living God. And he himself 
is only the most shameless example of the sins 
all the Babylonians have committed without 
consideration or regret. God's judgment, as we 
shall see, had already been prepared. It was 
fitting to God that this judgment should be 
annot1nced at the moment when the king and his 
people were at the height of indulging 
themselves at God's expense, 

-Mark Garner 
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Family Information Calendar 

Youth Ministry July 
On Tuesday August 1 the Northland Church will I 25 

be hosting the Summer Youth Series. We need 
Summer Youth Series at Pataskala 

people to sign up for refreshments. We are going 
to have ice cream sundae. We will need ice 
cream, bowls, spoons, pop, ice, and cups. If you 
would like to bring any of these items or if you 
can help serve there is a sign up sheet on .the 
teen bulletin board. Any questions see Dave or 
Cheryl McDaniel. 

Singles Picnic 
Saturday, July 29 from 4-8 pm. Singles picnic 
and volleyball at 2262 Medina avenue (food 
provided). Call Brenda Allen for more · 

. /information@ 261-1659 

Hospitalized 
Ruth Rogers has been in Riverside Hospital. 

Sue Barton, send cards, letters, phone calls, etc~ 
to: 125 Edgemont dr. 1 San Marcos, Tx. 78666 
(5 l2) 396-8514. 

Bulletin Color 
We are now able to print the unchanging parts of 
the bulletin in color. We will have the option of 
changing colors from time to time. If you have 
any comments, Jack Evans or Mark Garner would 
be happy to hear them. 

5 

8 
14-25 

20 
26 

August 
Summer Youth Series At Northland 
Men's Breakfast, 8:00 am, Old Country 
Buffet, Morse Rd . . 
Summer Youth Series At Southwestern 
Used Clothing Needed, Alkire Road 
Church Of Christ, Also Free Clothing 
For The Needy, See Bulletin Board 
Eider's /Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
Jr. You.th Rally At Delaware 

' 

Clothing . 
August 14-25, the Alkire Road Church Of Christ 
will be giving away free clothing to the needy. If 
you have any good, clean, used clothing to give 
away it would be greatly appreciated. Or if you 
are in need of clothing they will be able to help 
you. (2779 Alkire Road, Grove City, Ohio.) 

Contributions Atten.dance 

last Week $4768 Weds 149 

Avg YTD . $5039 Sun Class 150 

Russia $224 Sun AM 252 

AvgYTD $257 Sun PM 137 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship 
Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
·5.:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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On Unity 

Martin Luther once visited a congregation that was undergoing 
many divisions. He gave them this illustration of unity. 

Suppose a man cuts down a tree with many forking twigs 
and branches, and he wants to bring it inside a house or a hall. 
He cannot grab it by, the treetop and try to drag it in the door that 
way, because if he does, the branches will get caught against the 
door, they will be bent back, and he will not be able to get the 
whole tree into the house or the hall. If he then uses more force 
totry to pull in the tree, he will just break off all the branches that 
are stuck, without succeeding in getting the whole tree inside. · 

Instead, he must do it this way: he 'm~st take the tree by . 
the trunk where he cut it, since then all the branches will move in 
the same direction. When the man then pulls the trunk through 
the door. all the branches will bend together very nicely, and the 
man can bring the tree inside without trouble or difficulty - it will 
hardly be any work at all. 

This should tell us something about how we try to bring 
about unity. We must gi'v'.e way to one another and submit to one 
another. But when each one thinks he alone is the right, and 
when no one wants to submit and work smoothly together, there 
will never be unity. The brans:hes will all get stuck against the 
door, and none will be able to get through. 

Martin Luther 



Ser11ing God 

. LESS TALK, MORE ACTION 

One of the greatest dangers a church faces is 
to be satisfied with words. When William 
Henry Harrison, our ninth president, was 
inaugurated in 1840, he had prepared a 
9,000 word inaugural address. The weather 
was dismal, cold a,nd wet, but Harrison 
stubbornly spent almost two hours giving 
every. word of that address. In 'the effort, he 
caught pneumonia, and within a month was 
dead·. He holds the record for both the 
longest speech and the shortest term of any 
president. He talked more and did less than 
anyone, and unless we are careful, we are 
suddenly describing not William Henry 
Harrison, but the church! · 

We need less talk and more action in the 
following· areas: 

Evangelism. You and I are to be agents of 
evangelism. God's commands and promises 
are directed toward His people being soul
winners. Regardless of how circumspectly 
we may walk, how eloquently we may teach 
or preach, or how beautifully we may sin, -if 
we are not winning souls to the Lord Jesus . 
Christ we are not right with God! We 'need 
to talk less and do more in the field of 
evangelism. 

Stewardship. Many Christians give 
sacrificially and generously. But the fact 
remains that every church is far below its 

potential for stewardship of God's resources 
through the church. We prefer not to hear 
about the biblical pattern of the tithe, 10%, 
because we miss it so drastically. I asked 
preachers what they felt the giving of the 
average church would be if every member 
would give ·just a tenth of their income. Two 
responded it would double and one felt it 
would triple! We need to talk less and do 
more in the fie.Id of stewardship. 

Ministry. Every Chri.~tian ought to have at 
least one ministry they are involved in. 
Their faith ought to be put into action. Jesus 
asked, "Why call me 'Lord', 'Lord', and do 
not the things I say?" James, the Lord's 
brother said~ "Show me your faith without 
deeds, and I will show you my faith by what 
I do." Whether that participation is in the 
classroom, the nursery, visitation, greeting, 
benevolence, etc. we need to talk less and 
do more in the field of ministry. 

God is_ saying to us what He has said 
through all the centuries of His r~ach for 
people, individually and congregationally. 
We must stop talking and start doing for 
heaven's sak~ on earth! 

Douglas F. Parsons 
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6rowth In Jesus 

WHO'S IN CHARGE? 
LESSONS FROM .DANIEL 

Less.on Twelve: Pathetic Human 
Attempts - Daniel 5:7-17 

All his life, king Belshazzar has never faced a 
·situation he couldn't control. He has always had 
all the power, all the money, all the soldiers he 
needed to be able to deal with any problem that 
arose. But now he is faced with a novel problem 
- a supernatural hand that writes mysterious 
words he cannot understand. 'What will he do? 
Will he at last humble himself? Will he take the 
last opportunity he will ever have to 
acknowledge that there are forces greater than 
his power and his money? 

' 
True to his entire life, ~he king instead tries to 
deal with this new problem the way he has 
always dealt with things· by throwing around his 
worldly possessions. He offers a healthy share of 
his accumulated worldly treasure to anyone who 
can help him out, hoping that this will not only 
solve the problem but will also put him back in 
control. For this is the reason why humans, even 
Christians, are so reluctant to stop dealing with 
problems and challenges in a worldly way- if we 
let God take control, we humans are not in 
control! 

If we stop scrambling after possessions, if we stop 
resenting those who have more money or , 
material goods than we-do, if we accept ho»' 
meaningless those things are and simply trust 
God to provide for whatever material needs we 
genuinely have, well, if we do all these 

things, we're giving up control! We have to give 
up our control tactics - worry, envy, hurrying, 
manipulation, anti all the others, to let faith and 
g~ace rule instead. 

Similarly, as a church we are reluctant to give up 
our attempts to control what other believers think 
and do. We rely so much on exciting new 
programs, hard-line challenges, and other such 
tactics, that we rarely allow God to wor~ to the 
full extent he wants to. We are convinced that, if 
we let God have more control over the church, 
Christians would immediately revert to laziness 
and selfishness, and that "nothing would get 
done". We are so convinced of this that we 
forget that God's power and grace are far, .far 
stronger than these things. If we would give up 
our means of trying to control others, we would 
not so much see human weakness and sinfulness 
take over as we would see God's love and 
strength take over. 

When, as a last resort, Belshazz~u sends for 
Daniel to ask for help, Daniel snubs his offer of 
worldly garbage. baniel' always saw human 
wealth, power, and wisdom for the trash it was -
he never practiced the self-serving flirtations that 
many Christians do towards these things (i.e. the 
foolish "Well; I have the opportunity, so God . 
must want me to have it" attitude). He can and 
will tell the king what the writing means - but 
only because it is God's will that the sentence be 
read before the punishment, not because he 
wants the pathetic "reward" that Belshazzar 
offered. ' · · 

-Mark Garner 
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Family lnformatio11 

Youth Ministry 

On Tuesday August 1 the Northland Church will 
be .hosting the Summer Youth Series. We need 
people to sign up for refreshments. We .are going 
to have ice cream sundae. We will need ice 
cream, bowls', spoons, pop, ice, and cups. If you 
would like to bring any of these items or if you 
can help seive there is a sign up sheet on the 
teen bulletin board. Any questions see Dave or 
Cheryl McDaniel. 

Clothing 

August 14-25, the Alkire Road Church Of Christ 
will be giving away free clothing to the needy. If 
you have any good, clean, used clothing to give 
away it would be greatly appreciated. Or if you 
are in need of clothing they will be able to help 
you. (2779 Alkire Road, Grove City, Ohio. 

Cartoons 

· Cale11da1· ,, . -
~ . 

August 

Summer Youth Series At Northland 
5 Men's Breakfast, 8:00 am, Old Country 

Buffet, Morse Rd. 
8 Summer Youth Series At Southwestern 
14-25 Used <;:lathing Needed, Alkire Road 

Church Of Christ, Also Free Clothing 
For The Needy, See Bulletin Board 

20 Eider's /Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
26 Jr. Youth Rally At Delaware 

Please ~ote !! 

If you have an announcement or event that 
needs to be put in the bulletin, please give it to 
Mark Garner or Jack Evans at least two weeks 
before the event. 

The Cartoons we will be using in the bulletin are I Contributions Attendance 
courtesy of Dwight Allen Jr., from "Biblical L t W k $5096 Weds 140 -
Cartoons For Church Publications", published by as ee 
Baker Book House. 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

I Avg YTD $5041 Sun Class 148 

Russia $263 Sun AM 274 

Avg YTD $257 Sun PM 143 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 

10:30 am Baughman1 John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
7:00 pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Are You A Good Christian 

Toward the end of his life William Carey, father of modern missions, 
r~flected that his sins and acts of negligence of the Lord's work plagued 
him. Early in his ministry Paul had called himself the least of all the 
apostles, but later said he was the worst of all sinners (1 Timothy 1: 15-
16). Yet both of these men contributed immeasurably to the kingdom 
of God. Carey went to India in 1793, accomplishing the translation of 
all or parts of the Bible into over 40 different languages and dialects. 
Was his lament at age 70 the result of unhealthy low selfesteem, or did 
it reflect the healthy realism characteristic e>f a godly, mature Christian? 

Christians tend toward one or the other of two extremes. 'We may carry 
a load of guilt, dwelling on besetting sins or unmet expectations in 
living the Christian life. Or we may conclude that we're doing pretty 
well after all, especially in comparison to those around us. We 
convince cuurselves that by believing right doctrines, reading good 
Christian books, and practicing Christian disciplines, we measure up 
spiritually. 

The Pharisee in Jesus' parable (Luke 18:9-14) met all these standards, 
yet was condemned for self-righteous spiritual pride. Modern believers, 
too, are easily snared by such "refined" sins, as well as bitterness, 
resentment, impatience, and irritability. We've become "comfortable" 
with these sins, excusing and justifying ourselves. When Scripture uses 
rebel, despise, and defy as synonyms for sinning, we can more easily 
understand how serio\Jsly God regards all sin. 

Scripture enjoins believers to develop positive character traits as well as 
to avoid sinful behavior. Love is the predominant character quality int 
he New Testament teaching, and humility, the opposite of pride, is 
mentioned almost 40 times. Pride is almost impossible to recognize in 
ourselves, yet failure to acknowledge it depriyes us of the joy of living 
in the grace of God. Christians are both saints and sinners. We are 
new creatures in Christ and should rejoice in the righteousness we have 
in Him. Yet we must remain keenly aware of our own sinfulness-not 
just sinful acts, put the state of our hearts. 

Jerry Bridges 
Discipleship Journal 



Fa1nily Time 

EMPLOYMENT 
COUNSELING 

.. HMM. NO SCHOOLING. NO SKILLS. NO 
CONNECTIONS. l'D SAY YOUR CAREER OPTIONS ARE 
FISHING OR BECOMING AN APOSTLE." SEE Acrs 4:13. 
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61·owth In Jesus 

WHO'S IN CHARGE~ 
LESSONS FROM DANIEL 

Lesson Thirteen: If We Forget the 
Past ... - Daniel 5:18-31 

Belshazzar is typical of those h.umans who never 
want to listen to God unless God gives them a 
s1.H:!ci~I, personal sign. Many humans are so 
arrogant that they think they don't have to accept 
the same message that God gave to everyone to 
else. Many of us think that we are so important 
that God is obligated to give us a unique plan for 
our lives, and the lessons he taught to 6thers 
mean nothing to us. Even as a church we can 
fall into this - we forget that whateyer problem or 
challenge we face has already come up countless 

Daniel now explains that the message on the times in the past. There is no doctrinal question, 
wall is a simple one. God has one basic .demand no moral dilemma, no societal pressure we will 
for all of us - that we acknowledge him and ever face that God has not given us numerous 
respect him. He will give us as much time as we historical examples to show us how to deal with. 
need to understand, love, and obey him. But if We have to stop thinking that ()Ur problems ar~ 
we show hini, by our disrespect or mocking, that so special, and start studying how we can learn 
we have no intention of ever taking time to know from others who have faced them! 
him, he may call us to judgment at any time~ 

Daniel reminds Belshazzar that he, and all of 
Babylon, knew what happened to his ancesfor 
Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel-recounts what we also 
know from studying chapter 4 - the account of 
the humiliating puni ~hment that God gave 
Nebuchadnezzar for his pride. Again Da·niel 
reminds us that such events are meant to be for 
the benefit of all who hear of them, so that the 
on~ show d God's grace and power made all of 
Babylon responsible for learning the lesson. But 
unlike his ancestor, Belshazzar (along with his 
whole generation) rejected what God was telling 
him; with the result that God brought the 
kingdom of Babylon to an end. As Daniel 
explained, the empire had been given its tim~ in 
the sun, its days had been numbered, its actions 
and attitudes weighed in the balance, and time 
for judgment _had come. That very night the 
Medes and Persians, allied together, killed 
Belshazzar and took over his empire without a 
serious struggle. 

Ari interesting aside - the ancient historians 
Herodotus,·Xenophon, and Berosus all 
dramatically support the Bible's account.of this 
night. These historians tell ·us that Cyrus the 
Great, King of Persia from 550 B.C. - 529 B.C., 
resolved to conquer Babylon, and to do so he 
came up with .an interesting plan. They tell us 
that he learned that Belshazzar and al I the other 
prominent political and military leaders of 
Babylon would be at a huge party to celeb~ate 
their gods, and he decided to strike then when 
they would not be able to organize any defense. 
The historians also tell us how he did it - Cyrus 
redirected the fl~w of a section ·of the Euphrates, 
which flowed-directly into the capital. He then 
marched his soldiers through t~e vacated 
riverbed so that they could approach the city · 
unseen - then they struck. Thus all the while that 
Belshazzar and 'his pals were carousing and 
partyin.g, their punishment was already on the 

' 
way. 

-Mark Garner . 
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Family lnformatio11 

Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: small instant coffee 

Clothing 

August 14-25, the Alkire Roild Church Of Christ 
will be giving away free clothing to the needy. If 
you have any good, clean, used clothing to give 
away it would be greatly appreciated. Or if you 
are in need of clothitig they will be able to help 
you. (2779 Alkire Road, Grove City, Ohio. 

50 Plus 

Our next "eat out" will be August 20. Let's plan 
to do this oh the 3rd. Sunday each month. 

Volunteers 

Terry Moore needs volunteers to help in 
outreach to the Marysville area on Saturday, 
September 9th for part of the day. This is in 
preparation for the Third Annual Lectureship at 
the O.ld Union Church of Christ in Marysville, 
September 16th. Terry and John White of 
Shelbyville, TN will be the speakers on the 
theme, "A Christ Committed Life." See the 
bulletin board for more details and to sign up. 

· Calendar · 
•'.'"> :; • - -- .•• - ... -_._ ·-. . - - - -

August 

8 Summer Youth Series At Southwestern 
14-25 Used Clothing Needed, Alkire Road 

Church Of Christ, Also Free Clothing 
For The Needy, See Bulletin Board 

20 50 Plus "Eat Out" 
20 Eider's /Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
26 Delaware Jr. Youth Rally At Spring Rd. 

Great Ideas 

If you have a suggestion or ideas for the bulletin 
material, please present them to Mark Garner or 
leave a note in his box in the ~hurch office. We 
would especially like more articles from the . 
Northland members. 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week · $4010 Weds 156 

Avg YTD $5008 Sun Class 124 

Russia $211 Sun AM .266 

Avg YTD $255 Sun PM . 115 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am Deaco11s: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 

10:30 am Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
5:30 pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
7:00 pm E va11gelist: Terry Moore 

-
Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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How We Are Born In Christ 

We shall explain in what way we dedicated ourselves to God and 
were made new through Christ, lest by omitting this we seem to 
act improperly in our explanation. As many as are persuaded and 
believe that the things taught and said by us are true, and promise 
to be able to live accordingly, are taught to fast, pray, and ask 
God for the forgiveness of past sins, while we pray and fast with 
them. Then they are led by us to where-there is water, a11d in the 
manner of the regeneration by which we ourselves were 
regenerated, they are regenerated. For at that time they obtain for 
themselves the washing in water in the name of God the Master 
of al I and Father, and of our Savior Jesus Christ, and of the Hbly 
Spirit. ' For Christ also said, "Unless you are regenerated, you 
cannot enter the kingclom of heaven." ... Since we have been born 
without our knowledge or choice at our first birth from the moist 
seed at the union of our parents, and have existed in bad habits 
and evil conduct, in order that we might not remain children of 
ignorance and necessity bL:Jt become children of choice and 
knowledge, and might obtain in the water the forgiveness of past 
sins, there is cal led upon the one who chooses to be regenerated 
and who repents of his si.ns the name of God the Master of all 
and Father ... This washing is called illumination since they who 
learn these things are illuminated in their understanding. 

Justin Martyr (2nd Century A.O.) 

"Letus draw nea;;:, ,God with a sincere 
heart in full assu ce of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled to cleanse· us from fl>' 

'.guilty conscience an.d having our bodies 1 

washed with pure w4ter." 
Hebrews 10:22 



SerPling 6od 

YOU ARE CHOSEN! 

"According to the foreknowledge of Cod the 
Father." (1 Peter 1 :2). You are chosen. You 
have not obtained it thro.ugh yo1,1r own strength, 
work, or merit, for the treasure is too great, and 
all the holiness and righteousness of mankind far 
too worthless to obtain it. Moreover, you were 
heathen, knew nothing of God, you had no , 
hope, and you served dumb idols. Therefore, 
without any assistance on your part, out of pure 
grace you have come to such inexpressible 
glory, namely, only in the way that God the 
Fatf:ier appointed yo~ to it from eternity. Thus he 
presents the foreknowledge of God in a very 
beautiful and comforting light, as if he should 
have said: · You are chosen and you will indeed 
remain so, for God who forekn~w you is 
sufficiently strong and certain that his 
'foreknowledge cannot fail'hjm, nevertheless so 
far as you believe his promise and esteem him as 
the true God. 

From this-we can in brief draw the teaching that 
this foreknowledge does not rest upon our · 
worthiness and merit, as the sophis~s hold, for 
then Satan could every moment make it doubtful 
and overthrow it. But it rests in the hand of God 
and is founded upon his mercy, which is 
unchangeable and eternal; consequently, it is 
called the foreknowledge of God. TherAi/re it is 
certain and cannot fail. Hence if yours~ and 
unworthiness trouble you, and you begin to 
think you were not included int he 

. foreknowledge of God or that the number of the 
elect is small and the company of th~ godless · 
large, or if you are terrified by the awful 

\ 

2 

examples of divine wrath and judgment, dispute 
not long why Cod made this or that so, and not 
differently, when he could have easily done so. 
Be not so bold as to try to explore the depths of 

I 
the divine foreknowledge with the human 
reason, for thus you will certainly go astray, you 
,will either begin to doubt or be thrown 
overboard to take your chances. Instead hold 
firmly to the promises of the gospel, which 
teaches you that Christ, the Son of God, came 
into the world to bless all people upon the ' 
earth; that is, that he might redeem them from 
sin and death, make them righteous and happy, 
and that he did this according to the command 
and gracious will of God, the heavenly Father, 
who so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son that whosoever believeth on him 
should not perish, but have eternal life Uohn 
3: 16). Dost thou fo1 low this counsel, namely, 
dost thou acknowledge that thou by nature art a 
child of wrath, worthy of eternal death and 
condemnation, from which no creatune, neither 
human nor angelic, cari save you? And dost 
thou accordingly grasp the prom~se of God and 
believest thou that he is·the merciful, t(ue God, 
who faithfully keeps, moved by pure grace 
without our work and merit, .what he has 
spoken, and has therefore sent Christ, his only 
Son, in order to make satisfaction for thy sins 
and impute unto thee his innocence and 
righteousness, to redeem you finally from all 
need and from death? Then doubt not, thou 
dost belong to the company of the elect. If we 
consider the foreknowledge of God in the 
manner Paul is ac:c:ustomed to do, then it is 
comforting beyond measure. Whoever-consider 
it differently, to him it is something horrible. 

-Martin Luther (1523), Commentary on 1 Peter 

61·owth In Jesus 

WHO'S IN CHARGE? 
LESSONS FROM DANIEL 

Lesson Fourteen: 
New Lessons and Old - Daniel 6:1-28 

Daniel 6 teaches many of the same lessons as 
Daniel 3. dod teaches them now for a new 
audience. Since we have already di~cussed 
chapter 3, here we will take a look at some of 
'the historical background and then just study the 
lessons that are new in this chapter. 

Chapter 6 takes place shortly after the conquest 
of Babylon in 538 B.C. The "Darius the Mede" 
mentioned here was one· of the temporary 
regional rulers who were appoiflted while Cyrus 
the Great himself was establishing and 
consolidating his Empire. This Darius is not 
mentioned by name in history outside of the 
Bible; he is not history's Darius the Great. 
(Darius Hystaspis, "the Great" was King of Pers'ia 
from 521 B.C.-486 B.C.; he was the one who 
attacked the Greeks at the famous battle of 
Marathon in 490 B.C. and lost, beginning the 
decline of Persia and the rise of the Greeks.) 

The Medes and Persians, who.had now taken 
over Babylon's Empire, had a different policy 
towards conquered peoples. In general, the · 
Persians of this ,era would take territory primarily 
as a defense against those they feared, and they 
usually avoided the forced resettlements that the 
Babylonians often used. Nevertheless, there 
were still hazards for faithful believers such as 
Daniel, as chapter 6 reveals. Here are some 
lessons new to chapter 6: 

(i) Notice the king's anguish over "having" to 
send Daniel to the lions. This king is nol evil uy 
any means; he has every intention of helping · 
Daniel. But he allows his ill-intentioned 
subordinates to force him into sending Da11iel to 
what seemed like his death. For his weakness 
the king goes through tremendous anguish -
much more than the "doomed", faithful Daniel, 
who calmly and faithfully commits himself to · 
God's care. We should' not waste any pity on 
the king - he allowed himself to be tricked by 
appeals to his ego, and then hastily but 
ineffectively tried to make amends. He ends up 
giving il'l to the bogus pressure that "the laws 
cannot be changed". Cowards always love to 
have an excuse like this - many believers today 
take refuge in "have to" and "cannot" when the 
real problem is that they ·do not have enough 
faith to resist the threats or blandishments of 
other human beings. Neither the threat of 
worldly penalties nor the promise of worldly 
rewards ever excuse failure to do what is right in 
God's eyes. 

3 

(ii) Daniel is an ·example of lifetime faithfulness; 
. I 

He was now well over 80 years old at the least, 
and had gone through more than one lifetime's 
worth of trials and tests. But he is always ready 
for one more test - he never feels it js time to let 
down his spiritual guard. He is an example to all 
of us (whether or not we are of advanced 
physical age) who have been Christians long 
enough to begin feeling we"ve "paid our dues" 
and thus may take it easy spiritually: We will 
never have "paid our dues" as long as we live! It 
doesn't matter how many times you've been 
tested, tempted, or deprived. You· still must do 
right the next time! 

-Mark Carner 



Family Information 

. Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: soup, fruit, pancake mix, muffin mix, 
icing, toilet paper, paper goods, coffee-decaf. 

Clothing 

August 14-25, the Alkire Road Church Of Christ 
will be giving away free clothing to the needy. If 
you have any good, clean, used clothing to give 
away it would be .greatly appreciated. Or if you 
are in need of clothing they will be able to help 
you. (2779 Alkire Road, Grove City, Ohio). 

Fall Schedule 

The summer adult Bible classes will continue 
through Wednesday September 20th. On Sunday 
September 24th we will have our "Neighbor 
Day". On Wednesday September 27th we will 
have our devotional and sign -up for autumn 
classes. The autumn classes will start Sunday 
October 1st and will run through Wednesday 
December 20th. 

Weigh Down Workshop 
There will be a weigh down workshop on 
Wednesday August 23rd in room E41-42, · 
promptly after classes. See Leona Hopkins or 
Dawn Wright for further information. 

14-25 

20 
20 
23 

25-27 
25-27 

26 

Calendar 

August 

Used Clothing Needed, Alkire Road 
Church Of Christ, Also Free Clothing 
For The Needy, See Bulle~in Board 
Eider's /Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
50 Plus "Eat Out" _ 
Weigh Do'{Yn Workshqp E4.1-42 After 
Classes 
Singles Retreat At Camp Christian 
Mid-Ohio Valley Singing With Ray 
Walker At Belpre 
Jr. Youth Rally At Delaware 

Great Ideas 

If you have a suggestion or ideas for the bulletin 
material, please present them to Mark Garner or 
leave a .note in his box in the church office. We 
would espeeially like more articles from the 
Northland members. 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

Avg YTD 

$5214 Weds 

$5014 Sun Class 

$481 Sun AM 

$262 Sun PM 

137 

127 

251 

140 

ServiCes 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 432:l1 (614) 475-0161 
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Unity Of The Bible 

In the first place we must remember that all the apostles advocated one 
and the same doctrine; and it is not correct that we count or speak of 
four evangelists and four gospels, for all that the apostles have written is 

I 

one gospel. But gospel means nothing more nor less than a sermon or 
proclamation of the grace and mercy of God, merited and acquired 
through our Lord Jesus Christ by his death. And properly speaking, it is 
not that which is contained in books and comprehended in the letter, 
but rather an oral sermon, a living word, a voice which sounds and . 
resounds through the whole world and is proclaimed publicly so that it 
is heard everywhere. Hence it is furthermore not a lawbook that 
contains many good doctrines, which have hitherto been held. For it 
does not bid us to do certain works by which we become pious. 
Instead, it makes known to us the grace of God, bestowed gratuitously 
and without any merit on our part. Also it tells how Christ has taken 
our place and made satisfaction for our sins and canceled them and 
through His own works justifies and saves us. 

Now, whoever proclaims this by preaching or writing teaches the pure 
gospel, as all the apostles did, especially Paul and Peter in their epistles. 
Therefore it is all one and the same gospel that we preach concerning 
Christ, although one pursues a different 'method and speaks in different 
words from another. For it may indeed be a short or a long discourse, 
and a brief or an extensive writing. But whenever it touches the point 
that Christ is our Savior and that we are justified and saved through faith 
in him without our works, then it is the same Word and the one gospel; 
just as there is also only one faith and one baptism in universal 
Christendom (Eph. 4:5) 

-Martin Luther 

'~There is one body and one Spirit - just as 
y,ou were called to one hope when you were 
called - one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 

one God and Father of all" · 
Ephesi,an-s 4:4-6 



Family Time 

Jesus Never Said It Would Be Easy. He Only Said It Would Be Worth It. 
· -The Lord's Way 

BETHLEHEM 
PUBLIC SCHOOL 

~-~ 
IHAT DAVID 15 TOO MUCH. I ASKED THE·'CLA55 TO 

. WRITE ABOUT WHAT I DID THIS SUMMER' AND HE 
TURNED IN SOME WILD TALE ABOUT KILLING A . I 

GIANT." SEE 1SAMUEL17:20-51. 
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6rowth In Jesus 
, -

WHO'S IN CHARGE? 
LESSONS FROM DANIEL 

Lesson Fifteen: .· 
A Change in Emphasis.;. Daniel 7:1 

We have now reached the dividing point of the 
book of Daniel. The first six chapters give a 
historical treatment of Daniel's lifetime and 
events that happened in Babylon while he was 
there. The fast six chapters go back to detail 
some of the many dreams and visions that Daniel 
had .during these years. 

Many bizarre and ignorant false teachings would 
be avoided if the individuals responsible for 
them would understand that any Biblical 
prophecy has an intent that can be discerned 
from the context. Specifically, in studying 
Daniel 7-12 remember two things: ' 

(i) These prophecies are intended for the 
encouragement and instruction of the spiritually 
discerning. They are explaining how God will 
use his authority to accomplish spiritual goals. 
The primary emphasis is not on the political or 
historical details, thus it is a mistake to interpret 
all the numbers and details lite~ally. The 
spiritually mature do not take great satisfaction in 
being proven right about details, and they do not 
take great satisfaction in the particulars, of 
worldly political concerns. The spiritually 
mature take tremendous pleasure in knowing 

While there are occasional dreams and visions in that their God will be glorified· by the humans he 
the first half of the book, they are for an entirely ~created, that he will work and act to glorify his 
different purpose. These earlier visions were for name, and that he does reign over all even · 
the edification of the unbelievers around Dani~!, though in his patience he allows humans the 
to show them God's authority. Thus they always choice of whether to accept this. 
have fairly simple interpretations that will make 
.the message obvious. And with one exception (ii) Many of these prophecies were not fo be 
they are fulfilled within a short period of time, so fulfilled until long after Daniel's lifetime. (Note 
that the authority of God will be unmistakable. 8:26, 12:4 and 12:9 in connect,on with this.) 
The one d.ream with a long-term meaning, that in N~netheless, in reveal_ing them to Daniel, God 
ch~pter 2, was revealed by an equally obvious was intending to strengthen and encourage him. 
display of miraculous authority. ' Thus we know again that the main point of them 

lies not in the specific details, but in the broad 
In the last six chapter~, the use of dreams and spiritual lessons they teach. There is a lot in 
visions changes. From now on they are given them that would be encouraging even to Daniel 
only to Daniel himself, a believer with a deep (who never saw them all fulfilled), and there is . 
respect and appreciation for God's authority. much more satisfaction to us who have se~n 
Thus these visions are not to prove God's their full truth upheld. 
authority, but rather to explain how he will use it , 
in the days and years ahead. These messages are 
·not of any use for unbelievers or for the 
spiritually ignorant. Thus we must look at them 
differently from the messages' in chapter 1-6. 

3 

-Mark Garner 



Family lnfo1mation 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: small instant coffee, soup, fruit, icing. 

Sympathy 
Brian 'Arnold is collecting funds to assist the 
family of Larry Benedict, a former Northland 
member, who died in an auto accident. The 
family's address is on the bulletin board if you 
want to send cards. 

Catch'."up Sunday 
Sunday, September 1 Oth wi 11 be catch-up 
Sunday. The amount needed above the regular · 
contribution is $11,000, this jncludes $3,000 for 
Russia. 

' 
Fall" Schedule 

Summer adult bible classes will continue through 
September 20th. On Sunday September 24th we 
will have our "Neighbor Day'\ On September · 
27th we will have our devotional and sign-up for 
autumn classes. The autumn classes will start 
Sunday October 1st and will run through 
Wednesday December 20th. 

Weigh Down Workshop ' 
There will be a weigh down workshop 
information meeting on Wednesday August 23rd 
in room E-41-42, promptly after classes. Se~ 
Leona Hopkins or Dawn Wright for information. 

August 

14-25 Used Clothing Needed, Alkire Road 
Church Of Christ, Also Free Clothing 
For The Needy, See Bulletin Board 

20 50 Plus "Eat Out'' 
23 Weigh Down Workshop 34 1-42 After 

Classes 
25~27 Singles Retreat At Camp Christia~ 
25-27 Mid-Ohio Valley Singing With Ray 

Walker At Belpre 
26 Jr. Youth Rally At Delaware 

Please Note !!! 

If you have an announcement or event that 
needs to be put in the bulletin, please give it to 
Mark Garner or Jack Evans, or put it in one of 
their boxes at least 2 weeks before the event. 

Contributions 

last Week 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

AvgYTD 

$4894 

$5011 

$202 

$261 

Attendance 

Weds 

Sun Class 

Sun AM · 

Sun PM 

137 

109 

244 

123 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, R;iy Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Bamhardt,)oe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Eva11gelist: Terry Moore ' 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Conv·ersational Evangelism 

(Part One) 

Ever wonder how John the Baptist got "all Judea" out to hear hill)? Or how 
thousands knew al:>out Jesus and where he was? Or how the, early church 
grew into the millions within three hundred years? The,same answer fits all 
these questions: Word of mouth. Jesus, for example, told Legion; from 
whom he cast many demons, "Go home to your family and tell them how 
much the Lord has done for you ... So the man went avyay and began to tell 
the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were 
amazed" (Mark 5: 19-20). 

There really was no other way to get the word around. Acts 8:4 says those 
driven from Jerusalem by persecution "went everywhere preaching the 
word." Obviously most of this was the talking they did as they scattered all 
over the world. 

Paul conversed in the marketplace of Athens and ended up with a hearing 
on the Areopagus (Acts 17). After Dorcas was raised, "this became known 
all over Joppa, and many people believed" (Acts 9:42). In Colossians 4:5-6, 
Paul advises: "Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most 
of every opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, 
seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone." 
'John the Baptist and Jesus got their crowds thro'ugh the talk of the common 
people: Christianity had its most rapid spread when its major evangelistic 
·method was the conversation of those who had heard and whose lives had 
been changed. This was "conversation evangelism." Wherever they were, 
whoever they met, whatever their circumstances, they turned the 
conversation to Christ and His church. 

If conversing about their faith worked in those early years, it will work 
now. Of course, some already use their conversations productively, but 
not nearly enough of us do. Al of us could do so much more of this 
informal, conversational sharing. Most Christians long to be more 
evangelistic and are frustrated because they don't do more reathing out. 
Here is the answer for many. Make better use of the conversations we are 
already having. Work what is happening at church into conversations 
when we speak to people at work, to clerks in stores, to friends at ball 
games or a club meeting; to students in class or to neighbors next door. All 
of us have many conversations daily. Into how many of these could we 
inject something about Christ or His church? Most of them. 

-Stafford North, from "Ministry" 



Ser11ing 6od 

SOME THOUGHTS ON UNITY 

"If a people pleading for the union of all 
- Christians cannot maintain the unity,of the Spirit 

in the bond of peace in their own limited 
communion, an9 peaceably dispose of all 
questions ... then this plea for union (is) as 
ridiculoµs a farce as was ever played before the 
public. The Apostolic churches had much graver 
errors in doctrine and practice to dispose of than 
any that are troubling us; and many had a strong 
propensity to file off into parties. The lessons of 
Christian liberty, 'of tolerance and forbearance, of 
patience and gentleness taught by the apostles, 
need to be carefully attended to. No one should 

_allow himself to indulge such fears or to utter 
them. As long as we are one in the faith of Christ 
and in acknowledging his· authority we will 
remain one people; and free and kindly " 
discussion will bring us to of all our differences." 

' Isaac Errett 
· "Christian Standard" 

July, 1869 

"The scriptures will never keep together in union 
and fellowship members not inc the spirit of the 
scriptures, which spirit is love, peace, unity, 
forbearance, and ~heerful obedience. This is the 
point of the great Head of the body. I blush for 
my fellows, who hold up the Bible as the bond 
of union yet make their opinions' of it tests of 
fellowship; who plead for union of all Christians; 
yet refuse fell0wship with such as dissent from 
their notions. Vain men! Their zeal is not 
according to knowledge, nor is their spirit that of 
Christ. There is a day not far ahead that· will . 
declare it. Such anti-sectarian sectarians are 

2 

doing more mischief to the cause, and 
advancement of truth, the unity of Christians, 
and the salvation of the world than all the 
skeptics in the world. In fact they make 
skeptics." . 

Bartori W . Stone · 
"Christian Messenger" 
August, 1835 

" ... The tirst and foundation truth of our. 
Christianity is union with (Christ), and the very 
riext to it in order, union with each o~her in 
him ... For this is his commandment: that we 
believe in his son Jesus Christ and love....one 
another ... But how to love and receive our 
brother, as we believe and hope Christ has 
received both him and us, and yet refuse to hold 
commun.ion with him is, w~ confess, a mystery 
too deep for us. If this be the way that Christ 
hath received us, then woe is unto us ~ ·we do . 
not her.e intend a professed brother transgressing 
the express letter of the law, and refusing to be 
reclaimed. 

(It is an evil) not only judging our brother to be 
absolutely wrong, because he differs from our 
opinions, ·but more especially, our judging him 
to be a transgressor of the law in so doing, and, 
of cours~, treating him as such by censuring or 
otherwise exposing him to contempt, or, at 
least, preferring ourselves before him in our own 
judgement, saying, as it were, Stand by, I am 
holier than thou." 

Thomas Campbell 
"Declaration and Address" 

6rowth In Jesus 

WHO'S IN CHARGE? 
LESSONS FROM ,DANIEL 

Lesson Sixteen: Parade of Human 
Empires - Daniel 7:2-8 

in its mouth - though the Persians liked to think 
that they were more civilized and sensitive than 
the Babylonians, they were no more than 
rapac:ious earn ivores themselves. 

Greece is portrayed as a leopard - stealthy, 
intelligent, conquering by brains, rather than by 
muscles alone. Many today revere ancient 
Greece· as an example of a society ruled by 
knowledge and skill, butthey forget that the 
~reeks u'sed 'these dtherwise admirable quali ties 

We see here a vi.sion that is similar in meaning to to conquer and oppress other, less advanced 
Nebuc;:hadnezzar's dream in chapter two, but societies. The leopard ~ l so has wings, because, 
God reveals much more to Daniel himself. The its rise to power was swift. And it has four heads, 
basic meaning of the earlier dream is also part of because Greece was only united for a very short 
this one - the procession of the four great empires time, 1ahd then, after Alexander's death, was 
of Babylon, Medo-Persja, Greece and Rome, divided into fou,r rival kingdoms. T~e prophecy 
followed by the power of God overcoming them in chapter 8 w ill tell. us more about Greece. 
all. The series of beasts in verses 2-8 parallels 
the parts of the statue in chapter two. Here they 
come out of a churning sea - a symbol of. the 
restless striving of humans to take control of the 
universe away from God. There is much more 
detail here characterizing each of these human 
empires. 

\ · 

Babylon is portrayed as a li,an, symbolic of its 
fierceness and strength, and having the wings of 
an eagle, sv.mbolic of jts quic~, complete 
conquests of its neighbors. But its wings are torn 
off; symbolizing that its era of victory would not 
last long. And the lion is given the heart of a 

. man, bet:ause, though Babylon must have 
looked to its victims like a special beast, all along 
it was based on fallible, mortal human strength . . 

Medo~Persia is a lopsided bear, "raised up on 
one side". Though the Medes thought they were 
equals, they were only the stooges of the 
Persians, who used them for a short time .and 

' then took over full control of the kingdom they 
had conquered together. The bear has flesh 

3 

The last, most terrible beast is Rome - not even 
identifiable with a specific· animal. The Romans 
were the epitome of human power and 
arrogance -yet they too could not oppose God's 
reign . . Even within the beast there is no unity - its 
horns (symbolic of sources of strength) have their 
owr:i stubborn wills and fight with one another. 
Remember the portrayal of Rome in 
Nebuchadnezzar's dream - the strength of iron, 
but disunified. 

These concise characterizations rev~al these 
seemingly powerful empires for what they really 
were -.pathetic and futile human attempts to take 
control away from God. But the vision does not 
condemn only these four empires . it condemns 
all htJman attempts to wrest control from God, 
and all human beliefs that challenge God's 
absolute reign over his universe. 

-Mark Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: soup, tuna, paper towels, coffee (instant, 
small jars) , jelly, canned fruits, spaghetti sauce, 
and paper grocery bags. Also needed are 3 new 
helpers to distribute food beginning Sept 6th. 
Sign up on the bulletin board. 

Thank You 
The Alkire Road congregation would like to 
thank all of our members that donated ~lothes 
in their recent collection for the needy. 

Sympathy 
Brian Arnold is collecting funds to assist the 
.family of Larry Benedict. The family's address 
is on the bulletin board if you wantto send 
cards. 

Catch-up Sunday 
September 1 Oth will be catch-up Sunday. The 
amount needed above the regular contribution 
is $11,000, this includes $3,000 for Russia. 

Help 
Terry Moore needs volunteers to help in 
o'utreach to Marysville on Saturday, Septe.mber 
9th . This is in preparation for the Th.ird Annual 
Lectureship at the Old Union Church of Christ 
in Marysville, September 16th. See bulletin 
board for more details and to sign up. 

1-3 

2 

10· 

5-16 

20 
24 
24 

27 

Cale11da1· 
._ 

. September 

Summit Weekend '95 With Jeff Walling, 
Joe Beam, Don Mclaughlin, Ron 
Laughery, Acapella And More 
Men's Breakfast, Old Country Buffet, 
Morse Rd. 8:00 am 
"Catch-Up Sunday" 
Men's Leadership Retreat At Round 
Lake Lodge 
Summer Adult Bible Classes End 
"Bring Your Neighbor Day" 
Joint Evening Worship At Upper 
Arlington High School With Dr. Furman 
Kearley · 
Devotional & Sign~up For Autumn 
Classes 

Great Ideas 
If you have a suggestion oc ideas for the bulletin 
material, please present them to Mark Garner or 
leave a note in his box in the church office. 

Contributions Attendance 

Avg YTD $5037 Sun Class 148 

Russia $274 Sun AM 248 

Avg YTD $303 Sun PM 136 

Seniices 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, ,Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore · 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-016'1 
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Conversational Evangelism 

(Part Two) 

We can mention a sermon or comment in Bible class. We can share what 
we are, praying for or a Bible verse we have read. We can tell.of vacation 
Bible school coming up or of a seminar at church on a special topic. We 
can mention our missionaries or the activities of our youth group. If we 
stay well , informed about what is happening at church, there will be no en'd 
to the things we can work into conversations. We can certainly mention 
things we are involved with at church, how the church has strengthened 
our families and children, and how we came to Christ and what ~e has 
meant to us. 

We need to let people know we are religious, that we believe in Jesus as a 
major factor for good in our li,ves, that we are glad we follow Jesus' 
teachings, that we find lots of good things where we go to church, and tha.t 
.we want other to enjoy what we do. 

After someone shows interest, after there is a positive response, then we 
move to another level: bring them to a class, a. service, or special event or 
start a Bible study with them - with help from others at church if we need it. 

' 
The impact of doubling or tripling our talk about Christ and the church 
could be astounding. It costs nothing, is easy, and is God's way too spread 
the gospel. We are already having the conversations. Let's "turn up" talk 
about Christ and the church in these natural conversations. This will bring 
more to classes, home studies, sermons, and private teaching. 
conversation evangelism is a Biblical, simple, inexpensive, effective 
method to spread the gospel. Let's put more of Christ and His church in 
our conversations. It will mean many more in heaven. 

-Stafford North, from "Ministry" 

Changing the Subject 
(From Becoming a Contagious Christian, Hybels & Mittelberg) 

"What do you thing about Christians?" 
"Where do you go to church?" 
"If you'd ever like to know the difference between religion and Christianity, 
let me know." 
"How are you really doing?" 
"I'm curious, who do you think Jesus was?" 
"Do you ever wonder what happens to us after we die." 
"Where are you heading in your spiritual journey?" 

, 
I 
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Family Time 

WATER 
DEPARTMENT 

. "THIS HAS TO BE THE BEST EXCUSE IYE EVER 
HE.ARD. LAZARUS SAYS HE DIDNT PAY HIS WATER 
BILL BECAUSE HE WAS OEAO WHEN IT ARRIVED." 

SEE JOHN 11:1-44. 

2 

61·owth In Jes11s 

WHO'S IN CHARGE? 
LESSONS FROM DANIEL 

Lesson Seventeen: The Reign of God -
Daniel 7:9-28 ' 

We have seen the parade of beasts representing 
the best human attempts to se-ize leadership from 
God. Bl:lt even as the beasts come out of the sea, 
even as humans are at the peak of their restless 
oppositi.oh to God, judgment is waiting. The 
beasts themselves are neither as impressive nor 
as fearsome as God himself. In just a few lines, 
Daniel paints a striking picture of the living God 
who reigns over the beasts. And God does not · 
just look powerful (as the beasts do); he quickly 
shows he has real power by enacting judgment. 

Next week we will take a brief look at some of 
the prophetidsymboli~ details we haven't 
covered yet. First, let us take note of some of the 
spiritual details that are even more important: 

doing in these visions to Daniel! Daniel would 
never live to see the Greeks or the Romans - but 
he knew and appreciated what it meant that God 
would always be in control of them and of any 
other human activities, no matter when: But 
many lazy believers persist in only using the 
Bible to justify their own preconceived opinions, 
Other believers, not so lazy but just as ignorant, 
look at the Bible only as a source of tactics, of 
"how to's"; they trivialize-the Word of God by 
mak,ing it a lifestyle manual instead of realizing 
that it is the key to understanding the 
transcending nature of God and of his plans. 

(ii) All human attempts to control history or 
society are evil in God's sight, and all the 
arrogant humans who think 1.b_ey have "fouhd a 
better way" will have their selkentered and self
righteous work destroyed in God's judgment. 
Neither the Babylonians no'r the Persians nor the 
Greeks nor even the Romans, nor for that matter 
the Marxist-Leninists nor the Chinese 
Communists, ever thought that what they were 
doing was .eY.il,, ah activity that completely 
alienated ~hem from God. B.ut God says that is 
exactly what was happening! And even if we 
don't see (or admit) how wrong we are when we 
try to take leadership of our lives and ministries 

{i) Go?'s victory is inev.itable. God's people away from God, it is still wrong! Our excuses , 
may experience many victories and defeats in , and the human logic that tries to justify our lack 
the short term, but there is no question about of faith in God are no more legitimate than the 
God's ultlmate victory. Why do we usually have rationalizations that Alexander the Great, Julius 
so little faith or confidence in this, and why, Caesar, or Vladimir .Lenin had for their own ways 
when we do believe it, doesn't it affect OU.r . of rebelling against God. · 
thinking or our lives in any real way? It is 
because we are so short-sighted and self
centered; we greatly exaggerate the importance, 
of trivial events in our own daily lives and thus 
are not even paying attention ,to the things God 
most wants us to see. That is one purpose of the . 
Bible - to widen our vision .to the long-term and 
especially the eternal. That 'is what God is 

3 

.:.Mark Carner 
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Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: small instant coffee, soup, tuna, spaghetti 
sauce, jelly, kleenex, paper towels. 

· Fifty Plus 

Fifty plus will resume meeting in the annex on 
the first and third Wednesdays of the month, 
begi,nning September 6th. Remember our Eat
Out on the third Sunday. 

Catch-up Sunday 

.. September 10th will be catch-up Sunday. The 
, : amount needed above the regular contribution 

,, is $1 i ,000, this includes $3,000 for Russia 

Help 

Terry Moore needs volunteers to help in 
outreach to Marysville on Saturday, September 
9th. This is in preparation for the Third Annual 
Lectureship at the Old Union Church of Christ 
in Marysville, September 16th. See bulletin 
board for more details and to sign up. 

' 

1-3 

10 
5-16 

20 
24 
24 

27 

· Cale11da,. . 
September 

Summit Weekend '95 With Jeff Walling, 
Joe Beam, Don Mclaughlin, Ron 
Laughery, Acapella And More 
"Catch-Up Sunday" 
Men's Leadership R,etreat At Round 
Lake Lodge / 
Summer Adult Bible Classes End 
"Bring Your Neighbor Day" 
Joint Evening Worship At Upper 
Arlington High School With Dr. Furman 
Kearley 
Devotional & Sign-up For Autumn 
Classes 

Please Note !!! 

If you have an announcement or event that 
needs to be put in the bulletin, please give it to 
Mark Garner or Jack Evans, or_ put it in one of . 
their boxes at least 2 weeks before the event. 

Contributions 

last Week 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

AvgYTD 

$4084 

$5Q10 

$254 

$261 

Attendance 

Weds 156 

Sun Class 148 

Sun AM 

Sun PM 

257 

159 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Be Watchful 
(Part One) 

Be sober, be watchful; your adversary the devil, as a roaring '/ion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour. (1 Peter 5:8) 

We are here in the devil's kingdom, just as a pilgrim arrives at an inn, 
where he knew all in the house were robbers. If he must enter, he will 
not fail to arm himself in the best way he can devise. He will sleep but 
little. So are we now on the earth, where the prince is an evil spirit and 
has the hearts of men in his power, doing with them what he will. It is 
a fearful thought if we properly consider it. Therefore Peter warns us to 
take heed to ourselves and act the part of a faithful serva111t,-who know 
the state of things here. For this reason he says, "be sober," for they 
who indulge in eating and drinking and are like fat swine, can be 
prepared for nothing useful. Therefore we must have ever with us such 

· a talisman as this. 

"And be watchful," he says, not only as to the spirit, but also as to the 
body. For a sluggish body, prone to sleep when it eats and drinks to 
excess, will not resist the devil, since it is difficult to do so even for 
those who have faith and the spirit. 

Why should we then be sober and vigilant? "Because your adversary 
the devil walketh about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may 
devour." The evil spirit sleeps not, is cunning and wicked. He has 
purposed with himself to assault us, and he kriows the right trick to do 
it. He goes about like _a lion that i~ hungry and roars as though he 
would gladly devour all. · 

And here observe especially that he says "the devil walketh about." He 
does not pass before your eyes when you are armed ag~inst him, but 
looks out before and behind you, within and without, where he may 

attack you. If he now meets you here, he will quickly return there, and 
attack you in another place. He changes from one side to the other, 

and he employs every kind of cunning and art that he may cause you to 
fall. If you are well prepared if) one place, he will quickly fall upon 

another. And if he cannot overthrow you there, then he assaults you 
somewhere else, and so never gives up, but goes around and around 
and never lets anyone rest in peace. If we then are fools and regard 

him not, but go on and take no heed, then has he as good as seized us. 

Martin Luther (1523), from Commentary On 1 Peter 



Serving 6od 

SIXTEEN HOME-TESTED WAYS TO 
ENCOURAGE YOUR CHILD TO 

BECOME A DELINQUENT 

Here are sixteen thought-provoking ways to 
make sure yoµr child becomes a delinquent, 
which could lead to drug use, run-ins with 
the, law, and school failure. 

1. · Never eat together as a family. 
2. Never have family traditions which 
occur weekly, monthly, or annually that 
children can look forward to. 
3. Never listen to your children - talk to 
them but not with them. 
4. Never let your children experience 
cold, fatigue, adventure, injury, risk, 
chal .lerige, experimentation, failure, 
frustration, discouragement, etc. 
5. Teach them to "do as I say - not as I 
do". 
6. Leave the responsibility for' spiritual 
training and development to the schools and 
church, and don't teach spiritual training at 
home. 
7. When confronted with the choice of 
spending your time or money on a material 
object or pursuit, or on a family activity, 
always choose the material choice. 
8. Expect your child to achieve, to win, 
but don't teach him/her the principles of life, 
or living. Let him/her learn them on his/her 
own. 
9. Take a "pick-up" pill in the morning _ 
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followed by a "relaxant" at night. 
10. Never correct your children 
appropriately, but uphold them before the 
law, sdwol, church and friends as "not my 
little boy/girl". 
11. , Keep your home atmosphere in a 
state of chaos. 
12. Always solve his/her problems -
make his/her decisions. 
13. Always pick up after him/her - never 
let him/her take any responsibilities. 
14. Be too busy with business, civic, or 
social life to spend time with your children. 
Or, if you do have time, spend it 
together ... watching television. 
15. Don't teach them while they are 
young. Wait until they are old enough to 
learn and decide. right or wrong for 
themselves. 
16. Always assume your child is right 
and can do no wrong. 

The Lord's Way 

He who· heeds discipline shows 
the way to life, but whoever 

ignores correction leads o~hers 
astray. 

Proverbs 10:17 

61·owth In Jesus 

WHO'S IN ClrlARGE? 
LESSONS FROM DANIEL 

Lesson Eight'een: Daniel & Revelation 
- additional notes on Daniel 7 

We have now covered the most important 
s'piritual lessons in the vision of these beasts. 
Before moving on, it is worthwhile to see some 
of the connections between this vision and the 
vision John is shown in the book of Revelation. 
The entire book of Revelation has a single 
message, which is also one of the key points in 
these visions to Daniel - God's Ultimate & 
Complete Victory. Thus some of the details here· 
in Daniel 7 reoccur in Revelation. In fact, a 
good knowledge of the prophetic books, in 
particular Daniel ; Ezekiel, and Zechariah, will 
enable you correctly to interpret most of the 
visions in Revelation, and will enable you to' 
avoid getting confused by the ways that the 
ignorant often misuse Revelation as if it were a 
manual of God's political predictions and 
opinions. 

In this short article we will have spac~ to look at 
one useful example: the parallels with Revelation 
13. (And even within this chapter we won't 
have space to cover every detail, so if you want 
more detai Is about these, or other 
Prophets/Revelation parallels, just let me know.) 
In that chapter, John is shown the visions of the 
"Beast From The Sea" and the "Beast From The 
Earth", symbols that e\lery hack Bible 
comrnentator in the world has taken turns using 
to represent whatever it is that best fits in with 

' ' 
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that particular commentator's pet theories about 
Revelation. 

We see in Revelation 13: 1 the dragon - explicitly 
identified in Revelation as Satan - standing on the 
shore of the sea. The symbol of the sea is _used 
i'n prophecy to represent human striving and 
fighting, attempting to gain pre-eminence. ~ow 
appropriate that Satan is close by, watching. In 
13:1-4 we see only one beast, not four as in 
Daniel 7, but look more closely - this beast is just 
a composite of the others. Note the specific parts 
of the beast - combining features of a leopard, a 
bear, a lion, and the almost indescribable 
features (e.g. the strange horns) of the fourth 
(Roman) beast from Daniel i To God, human 
empires are all part of a whole - the attempt of 
sinful humanity to control its own destiny, the 
humanistic desire to reign in God's place. That. 
is what the "Beast from the Sea" is. It's not a 
particular evil country (nor is it a particular false 
religion or a particular evil individual). It's every 
country, every nation, every race, every group of 
people anywhere who think that who they are, 
or what they've done, or what has happened to 
them, gives them the right to take the course of 
history and society into their own hands rather 
than resting their fate on God's grace. 

Note that here as in Daniel the beasts can appear 
over-awing. ("Who can make war against the 
beast?") But they are soon not just defeated but 
humiliated. To both Daniel and John there is no 
doubt about God being in cbntrol all the time, 
and that God will, in his, own time, put the beast 
of human self-will in its place. · 

-Mark Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: small instant coffee, tuna, jelly, paper 
towels, hand soap, spaghetti O's 

Neighbor Day 

Don't forget our Neighbor Day coming up, 
September 24th . Make sure to mention it to 
friends, neighbors, co-workers, who may be 
interested in learning more about New 
Testament Christianity. 

Short Tho.ughts 

To indulge in a negative attitude toward the 
world, in the conviction that is .on& a source of 
suffering ... is contrary to the development of 
both man himself and the world, whi~h the 
creator has given and entrusted to man as his 
task. 

-Karol Wojtyla 

Do you want others to think well of you? Then 
don't speak well of yourself. 

Calendar 

September 

10 "Catch-Up Sunday" 
5-16 Men's Leadership Retreat At Round 

Lake Lodge 
20 Summer Adult Bible Classes End 
24 "Bring Your Neighbor Day" 
24 Joint Evening Worship At Upper 

Arlington High School With Dr. Furman 
Kearley 

27 Devotional & Sign-up For Autumn 
Classes 

Please Note !!! 

If you have an announcement or event that 
needs to be put in the bulletin, please give it to 
Mark Garner or Jack Evans, or put it in one of 
their box~s at least 2 weeks before the event. 

1 

Contributions Attendance 

last Week $4541 Weds 176 

-Blaise Pascal. Avg YTD $4997 Sun Class 116 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Ev~ning 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Russia $315 Sun AM 227 

AvgYTD $262 Sun PM 159 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prine~, Ray Thorne 
Deaco11s: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Ban:ihardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Be Watchful 
(Part Two) 

Let everyone now look wel'I to this; surely each shall trace something of 
it in his own experience. Job says, "Man's life on earth is nothing but 
an encampment, a mere conflict and strife" Uob 7: 1 ). Why then does 
God thus leave us in life and misery? In order that faith may be 
exercised and grow, and that hastening out of this life, we may have a 
desire to die and be anxious to depart. Satan is by nature such a wicked 
and poisonous spirit that he cannot tolerate anything that is good. It 
pains him that even an apple, a cherry, and the like grow. It causes him 
pain and grief that a single healthy person should live upon the earth, 
and if God would not restrain him, he would hurl everything together 
in ruin. But to nothing is he a more bitte'r enemy than to the dear Word; 
because, while he can conceal himself under aH creatures, the Word is 
the only agency that can disclose him and reveal to everybody how 
black he is. 

If now Satan; thy adversary, were far from you, and would let'you alone 
in peace, he would do little harm. But he will not Elo that. He is not a 
thousand miles from you, ·but he encircles you and stands by your side, 
so close to you that he cannot come closer. He does not lie upon a 
cushion, and sleep and snore, but he walks ab~ut without ceasing day 
and night. He does not do so that he may joke and play with you, nor 
because he wishes to see what you are doing; but he is angry and 
furious, and hungrier than a wolf or lion, and seeks not how to appease 
his hunger with thy possessions or to do you harm in other ways such 
as inflicting wounds upon your body, or beating you with a club, or 
burning your house and court. His only purpose is to swallow you 
whole. He walks about, tries and seeks everything, until at last he 
causes you to fall; now he attacks you and stirs you to adultery and 
anger, then to avarice and pride. If he succeeds not in this way, he tries 
with terror and unbelief, to persuade you to let go of the Word of God 
and to doubt his grace. So cunningly and wickedly does he plot for 
you Christians; for the godless he has already taken captive by his 
snares, so that they must do, speak and think as he wills (2 Tim. 2:26). 
Peter warns us in 2 Corinthians 2:11, "We are not ignorant of Satan's 
devices," and Paul says in Ep~esia~s 6: 12, "For our wrestling is not 
against flesh and blood." 

Martin Luther (1523) from Commentary on 1 Peter -



Family Time 

.. ff THIS KEEPS UP. 'NE'LL HAVE TO PUT ON EXfRA 
HELP JUST TO PROCESS PAUL'S LE1TERS." 

2 

6rowth In Jesus 

WHO'S IN CHARGE: 
LESSONS FROM DANIEL 

Lesson Nineteen: Another Historical 
prophecy - Daniel 8:1-27 

fallen Persians as the goat does to the ram here. 

The Greeks did not long enjoy uninterrupted 
mastery of the world. Alexander, whose drive 
and ability had preserved Greek unity and led to 
Greek conquests, lived a life of indulgence and 
selfishness that led to his early death in 323 B.C. 
After his death, the Greek Empire was divided 
into four pieces (symbolized by the four horns in 
this chapter), and each was led by someone far 
inferior to Alexander as leaders. We will take a 

This chapter is a more detailed look at the Medo- detailed look at the Ptolemies and Seleucids in 
Persian and Greek Empires. They are symbolized chapter 11; these are the two parts of Alexander's 
now by a two-horned ram (Medo-Pers ia) and a former empire that for years would fight for 
goat (Greece). The conflict between the two, and control over Israel. The particular "horn" referred 
then the activities of the goat's horns, are shown to in 8:9-14 (and the explanation in 8:23-25) is a 
to Daniel for two reasons. First, this is an accurate Seleucid king, An tioch us IV "Epiphanes", a mad 
portrayal of the next long period of history that king who provoked war with God's people by his 
would begin after Daniel's lifetime. Then, as in outrageous aclts against God, including the 
all else that God has taught to and through desecration of the rebu!lt temple in Jerusalem. 
Daniel, it is a confirmation of the victorious reign He tormented tihe Jews for several years, but was 
of God. Daniel receives thi s vis ion whil e then himself destroyed. 
Belshazzar is still king of Babylon, about 10 years 
before Babylon would fall to Medo-Persia. Yet This desecration would last "2300 evenings and 
God could speak as if the future had already mornings", or 6 -1/2 years, which is close to the 
become reality. time period (170 B.C.-164 B.C.) of Antiochus's 

~ ascendance. But it has more important symbolic 
The two-horned ram at first seems invincible, but significance in that it falls just short of 7 years - 7 
soon the goat comes to challenge him. There is is a symbol of Cod's perfection, thus it shows· the 
no real reason for the goat and ram to hate each- futil ity of An tiochus or any human attempting to 
other, as there is never reason for hunian confl ict achieve perfect control. The whole vision is one 
or any other sin, but each wants to be the one and more reminder that God reigns over all, and any 
only ruler of the world. It is the goat (Greece) human who forgets this opposes . not -other 
who emerges victorious from the battle, and he -humans but God himself. 
shows no mercy over the fallen ram. In actual 
history, it took many years for the Greeks first to 
hold off Persia, then to begin to gain supremacy, 
then finally (under Alexander) to win a crushing 
victory. Yet to God, the time it took was nothing; 
the Persian period of supremacy was short. And 
the Greeks showed just as much mercy to the 
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-Mark Carner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: small instant coffee, tuna, jelly, paper 
grocery bags, hand soap, soup. 

Neighbor Day 

Here is the schedule for our "Neighbor Day" 
September 24th: 

10:00 a.m Coffee and donuts 
10:30 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 

Worship 
Picnid Cookout 

Don't forget to mention our "Neighbor Day" to 
your friends, neighbors, relatives, or co-workers 
who may be interested in learning about New 
Testament Christianity. 

Directory Update 

If you have not already checked the directory 
listing for your family on the table in the foyer, 
please check it today so that it is accurate in our 
next update. If the information is correct please 
initial the page so that we know that you have 
checked it. 

' 

20 
23 

23 

24 
24 

27 

30 

Calendar 

September 

Summer Adult Bible Classes End 
Prayer Meeting For Neighbor Day 
1 O:OOam .Meet At The Church Building 
Softball Field Workday 8:00 am 
See Bo Weaver For More Information 
"Bring Your Neighbor Day" 
Joint Evening Worship At Upper 
Arlington High School With Dr. Furman 
Kearley 
Devotional & Sign-up For Autumn 
Classes 
Softball Field Workday 

Food Pantry-Food Needed!! 

Supplies in the food pantry are running low, 
and they need our support right away. Picking 
up a couple of items to give to the food pantry 
is one of the easiest ways that you can bring joy 
to God by ministering to people in need. 

Contributions 

Last Week $11980 

AvgYTD $5186 

Russia 

Avg YTD 

$597 

$271 

Attendance 

Weds 152 

Sun Class 1 55 

Sun AM 260 

Sun PM 138 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen; Frank ChappeH, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Be Watchful 
(Part Three) 

Withstand him, being steadfast in your faith. (1 Peter 5:9) 

Sober you should be, and vigilant, but to the end that the body be kept 
in a proper frame. Yet with all this, the devil is not routed; this only 
suffices to afford the body ·1ess occasion to sin. The true sword Is that 
ye be strong and firm in the faith. If you in heart lay hold on the Word 
of God and maintain your grasp by faith, then the devil cannot gain the 
advantage, but will be compelled to flee. But the devil is artful and 
does not readily permit you to understand this, and so he assaults you 
in order to take the sword out of your_ hand: If he can make you lazy, 
so that your body is unguarded and inclined to wantonness, then will 
he quickly wrench the sword from your grasp. 

Thus Peter has ·sufficiently instructed . us to contend with the devil. It 
requires not much running hither and thither; it is besides a work that 
you can do, yet no longer than you depend by faith on the Word of 
God. If he comes and would drive you into despondency because of 
sin, only seize hold of the Word of God that speaks of the forgiveness 
of sin, and exercise yourself in that. Then will he be compelled quickly 
to let you alone. 

But as to how we are to oppose Satan in this life and guard ourselves 
against his attacks, Peter teaches and says: First you are to be sober and 
watchful, not merely as to the body, but much more as to the soul, and 
bestir yourself with all earnestness that you be not drunken and sleepy, 
but sober and watchful, in other words, that you may always take 
pleasure in God's Word, remember it, meditate upon it and diligently 
cling to it, thank God for it, and pray that you may understand it better 
and lay hold on it more firmly. Where that is done, the body remains 
in a fine sober and watchful state and you gladly go to church, hear 
God's Word, and let nothing keep you away. 

Martin Luther (1523) from Commentary on 1 Peter 

Schedule For Next Sunday's uNeighbor Day"
See Back Page 



Se1·11ing 6od 

WHY DOESN'T GOD HEAR 
MY PRAYERS? 

What is your understanding about prayer? 
Some see it as nothing more than asking 
God for what they want. They ask and God 
gives. It's as simple as that. If and when 
God doesn't respond, they give up on 
prayer. "It doesn't work," they say, "so 
what's the use in praying?" 

To Jesus, the meaning of prayer was not that 
God would give him whatever he asked. 
This is evident from the prayer which he 
prayed in the garden of Gethsemane. 

Removing himself from the disciples, with a 
soul sorrowful, even to death, Jesus fell on 
his face and prayed, "My Father, if it is . 
possible, may this cup be taken from me. 
Yet not as I will, but as you will" (Matthew 
26:39). . 

Needless to say, the cup of suffering was not 
removed. It couldn't be if God were to 
accomplish his plan. And in every 
circumstance, Jesus wanted-God's will to be 
done. The petition for his own welfare was 
superseded by his overriding concern to do 
what God wanted him to do. · 

Prayer, we think, is a way of getting God to 
do our will. Jesus saw it differently. He 
poured out his concerns, -but accepted the 
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will of God. 

Nor did Jesus complain that God didn't hear 
his petition, or that God didn't tare. 

Selfishness, rather than submission, is often 
a hallmark of our praying. That's why, as 
Cleon Lyles used to say, "Our prayers don't 
have any suction." 

I 

James reminds us, "When you ask, you do 
not receive, because you ask with wrong 
motives, that you may spend what you get 
on your pleasures" (James 4:3). 

The searching condition put on all our 
prayers is that they must be in Christ's name 
(John 14:13,14). All prayers uttered in 
accordance with divine will are answered. 
Remember that the word, "Ask and it will 
be given you ... " (Matthew 7:7) follow the 
verse which says, " ... seek first his kingdom 
and his righteousness ... " (Matthew 6:33). 

-John Gibson (Little Rock, Arkansas) 

"Bit.t when you pray, go into your 
room, close the door and pray to 

y.our Father, who is unseen. The1i 
your Father, who sees what is dane 

in seeret, will reward you." 
Matthew 6:6 

6rowth In Jesus 

WHO'S IN CHARGE: 
LESSONS FROM DANIEL 

Lesson Twenty: 
Daniel's Relationship With God -

Daniel 9:1-19 

Daniel was not the kind of religious leader who 
thought .he'didn'thave anything to le~rn from 
those of previous generations. In these verses, 
he learns from an old prophecy made by 
Jeremiah (See Jeremiah 29 for d~tails, and note 2 
Chronicle 36:20-21) that said Babylon would 
have a 70-year period of supremacy, and then 
God's people would be allowed to return to their 
own land. There is much to lear.n from the 
lessons that Daniel himself gets here, but even 

'more to learn from seeing the kind of 
relationship with God that Daniel had. 

As Daniel studies the prophecy, he realizes two 
things - he realizes that the prophecy says that 
the time for the return was very near, and he 
realizes on the other hand how badly God's 
people must have hurt their God by their sin for 
God to have to send them away from the land he 
himself had given them. Daniel sees these 
imporrant insights because he was not just an 
occasional student of the Word; he constantly 
studied and meditated on it. 

Do you know about the period of exile that God 
decreed for his people? Do you know that it 
came in spite of their zealous outward worship 
of him? Do you realize what lessons it teaches 
to the church today? Are you aware of things 

like Jeremiah's 70-year prophecy, not as a Bible 
Trivia question, but do you realize its spiritual 
significance? To get anything genuine out of 
studyi~g th'e Bible, you have to be like Daniel -
diligent, deyoted, and disciplined. Otherwise 
you may "learn" things from the Bible, but they 
wi 11 either be superficial or they wi II be just you 
using the Bible to "prove" what you al.ready want 
to be true. 

Next, notice that when Daniel realizes these 
things, he is moved to pray. This is a good 
practical example to follow - as soon as he has 
assimilated the lessons God's Word was telling 
him, he immediately talks to God himself. He 
speak~ to God in a genuine manner - no cliches, 
no dishonesty, no rationalizations. He talks 
about what he has learned and acknowledges 
the need for God's grace and strength. 

Recall that Daniel himself was a teenager when 
the period of Babylon's oppression began, and 
Daniel was himself taken captive to Babylon to 
serve Nebuchadnezzar. He is not afraid to look 
into his own heart and soul as he once more 
thinks about the period of discipline that God 
sent on his people. He realizes that the best way 
to get closer to God is to relate personally to the 
things God's Word teaches. Though you and I 
may not have been "there" when any of the 
events in the Bible took place, we can still take 
the time to.pray, think, and meditate on what it 
would h9.Ve been like, so that we, like Daniel, 
can make our relationship with God as personal 
as possible. 

/ 
-Mark Garner, September 1995 

, 
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Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: tuna, paper grocery bags, kleenex 
hand soap (bars), soup, paper towels, muffin 
mix, coffee, tea. Please Help Out!! 

Fall Bible Classes 
This Wednesday September 27, we will have a 
devotional with a presentation and sign-up for 
the autumn Bible classes. The new classes will 
start next Sunday, October 1st. 

24 
24 

27 

30 

Calendar 

September 

"Bring Your Neighbor Day" 
Joint Evening Worship At Upper 
Arlington High School With Dr. Furman 
Kearley 
Devotional & Sign-up For Autumn 
Classes 
Softball Field Workday 

October 

Bulletin Series 1 Fall Bible Classes Begin 

The "Be Watchful" series on page 1 and the 1 Services At Willowbrook, 2 p.m. 
"Daniel" series on page 3 will both resume next 7 Ladies Day at Circleville 

week. 

Wedding Shower 
There will be a wedding shower for Destiny 
Thomas on Sunday,,October 8th at 3pm in the 
annex. All ladies are invited. See Polly 
Barnhardt for gift ideas. 

Softball Field Workers 
Saturday September 30th from Barn-noon & 
noon-4pm, help is needed to do the necessary 
work so that grass seed can be planted on the 
field this fall. Please call Bo Weaver at 431-
1368 to confirm your time to help out. 

What Is A Christian ? 

A Christian is a mind through which Christ 
thinks, a heart through which Christ loves, a 
voice through which Christ speaks, a hand 
through which Christ helps. 

-The Lord's Way 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $4700 Weds 138 

Avg YTD $5173 Sun Class 132 

Russia $244 Sun AM 247 

Avg YTD $271 Sun PM 122 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Servi!::'.e 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince,, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Welcome Friends And Neighbors 

-
J.()A.; 

... 

""" ...... 

"AS A MATTER OF FACT, THAT FELLOW JESUS DID 
COME BY HERE." SEE MAU 1:1&-20. 

For More Information About 
The Northland Church Of Christ, See Pages 2 & 3 



Ser11ing 6od 

I 

THANK YOU NOTE 

Yves and Anna Perriard are missionaries in Russia whom Northland supRorts. From time 
to time they visit with us so that we may mutually encourage one another. They wrote us 
this note after their most recent visit. 

"For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we-will glory in the presence of our 
Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? Indeed, you are our glory and joy." (1 Thess. 
2:19-20) 

We wish everyone in Northland could feel what we feel when we think ofthe Northland 
church: we are very proud of it, and we would like the w~oleworld to know about it! 

Where do you find a church with so much diversity and yet still so strongly unified? 
Where do. you find a church with so much faith and courage to risk doing so many new 
things? Where do you find a church with such a g·reat singing? with such a welcome? with 
members so willing to evangelize? Indeed, the last 2 months we spent among you have 
deepened what we feel toward you: you are our glmy and joy. 

Anna and myself are very grateful for all of you who have opened your hearts, y0ur homes 
and your wallets for us. We have been really touched by your generosity and your interest 
toward the Russian work. We come back to Russia with the conviction that you will keep 
on supporting us through your help and your prayers, bec~use we have seen you love for 
us and the Lord. 

' 
You will be daily in our prayers, so that many more people in Columbus will come to 
know the fantastic God of such a glorious church like Northland! 

We love you, Yves and Anna 

2 

61·owth In Jes11s 

INTRODUCING THE 
· NORTHLAND CHURCH Of CHRIST 

vital and dynamic ways of building our 
relationship with God through Jes·us. ,Our Bible 
lessons, singing and prayer together ar'e 
i'mportant, and each of us strives to 
wholeheartedly participate. We also practice the 
simple rites of the New Testament church, such 
as the Lord's Supper and baptism, exaC:tly as they 

We call ourselves the Northland Church of Christ are presented in the Bible. We do not view 
because we are a church that is of Christ in every the~e rites- as empty rituals b~t ~s. actions to 
respect. We belong to Christ and worship him as which Jesus gave powerful s1gnif1cance: 

our Lord and our Savior. Christ is our Lord (our 
Master, our King) because he came as God in the 
flesh; he came fr~m heaven with all authority to 
teach, encourage and command. He is our 
Savior because he offered himself - his own body 
- as a saqifice for the sins we commit; because 
he did this we have the hope of heaven. In our 
congregation, we accept that Jesus is meant to be 
both of these to us; our faith is not only based on 
commands and teachings, nor is it solely based 
on emotions and feelings. We believe that q. 
healthy relationship with God the Father 
involves believing in Jesus as both Lord and 
Savior, and then acting on those beliefs. 

Here are a few of the many ways that we put 
th~se basic principles into practice: 

(i) We accept the Scriptures, the Holy Bible, as 
the inspired Word of God. (2 Timothy 3:15-16) 
The Bible is not a book written by humans but a 
direct, personal communication from God. As 
such it is important that every believer study the 
Scriptures to get to know God (and God'.s will) . 
We encourage each memb~r to study the Bible 
at home and also to fol low along with the 
Scriptures being 'read or preached in our 
assemblies. 

(ii) We seek to worship God and Jesus in spirit 
atid in truth. Uohn 4:23-24) We see the simple 
patterns of worship in the New Testament as 

(iii) We make every effort to help each other to 
live lives worthy of the gospel of Jesus. 
(Colossians 1: 10) Jesus told us to not only 
believe the right things but to practice what we 
preach. Thus we get involved in one another's 
lives so that we may, as Paul says in Colossians 
1 :28, "present everyone mature (i.e. complete, 
perfect) in Christ". , 

(iv2 We seek to present the gospel to those 
around us. (Mark 16: 15) The gospel of Jesus 
Christ meets the deepest needs that people have. 
Having experienced the joy and security found 
in Jesus, we consider that it would be most 
inappropriate to not share these. with others. So 
in our ministry, we equip one another to teach 
Jesus to those in our families, work places and 
neighborhoods. 

We invite you to get to know us better - just let ' 
any of our members know if you ·have questions 
about our congregation. If they can't answer 
your question, they'll find someone who can. 
We are pleased to have you as our guests, and 
we hope you will return often. May you always 
"grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 3: 18). 

-Mark Garner 
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Family Information 

Fall Bible Classes 

Our Autumn Bible Classes begin this morning! 
There is a stand just outside the auditorium 
where you can see al I the classes, topics, 
teachers, and where they're meeting. Please 
select the classes that you would like to be in 
and sign-up on the sheets. 

Welcome 

Ricardo Upchurch was baptized Sunday 
morning and John Pelly placed membership. 

For Our Teens 

,., If you have any old couches that you could 
r:: donate to our youth ministry, call Diana Morris, 

898-9556. 

Think About It 

Love is not like a reservoir. 
You can never drain it dry. 

It is more like a natural spring. 
The longer and farther it flows, 

the stronger and deeper and clearer it becomes. 

1 

~ - • ;Calendar 
r·--~•• ll 1 =- •:" '{~-~-··-----~---

2 
4 
7 
8 

10 
i's 
15 

October 
Fall Bible Classes Begin 
Services At Willowbrook, 2pm 
50 Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Ladies Day At Circleville · 
Wedding.Shower For Destiny Thomas 
3 p.m. In The Annex 
Senior Day At Del~ware 
Elders/Deacons Meeting 
50 Plus Meeting In The Annex 

Whoever You Are 

... There is some younger person who' thinks you 
are perfect. 
... There is some work that won't get done if you 
don't do it. 
... There is someone who would miss you if you 
were gone. 
. .. There is a reason for becoming better than 
you are. 
... There is a place to be filled that you alone 
can fill. 

-The Lord's Way 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week Weds 161 

Avg YTD Sun Class 

- The Lord's Way I Russia 

. AvgYTD 

$4818 

$5164 

$256 

$270 

Sun AM 350 

Sun PM 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
1:00 prri 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Be Watchful 
(Part Four) 

Knowing that your brethren who are in the world are going through the 
same sufferings. (1 Peter 5:9) 

Shortly before the denial of Christ by Peter, the Lord showed Peter that 
Satan would sift him and bring him to the point that he would thrice 
deny his Lord. He said further in Luke 22:32, "But I made supplication 
for thee, that thy faith fail not; and do thou, when once thou hast turned 
again (art converted), establish thy brethren." What the Lord 
commanded him at that time he does in this passage especially, 
namely, comforts or establishes his brethren, the Christians, who are 
plagued and tempted by Satan; he will no'w say: I have preached to you 
of the devil and painted him forth in his true colors, that he neither 
sleeps nor recreates, but watches and walks about without tiring and 
the like. This yo~ will surely experience for yourselves. 

Now the temptations of the Christian are twofold, spiritual and bodily. 
The spiritual, set forth in the first table of the Law, are the higher and 
harder; the bodily temptations, ·set forth in the second table, are of a 
lower order and lighter. Th~ degree of suffering is according as persons 
are strong or weak in faith. Some are tempted by coarse sins; as 
unchastity, anger, and impatience, which cause pain to the pious, 
Christian hearts, and they would gladly be free from such temptations, 
but they cannot. They must however battle and slay the works of the 
flesh by the Spirit. Hence they persevere in the inner man and go right 
ahead, otherwise they are not Christians, and will die the eternal death ( 
Rom. 8: 13). Satan attacks others harder, so that they are persecuted and 
banished for the sake of God's Word, robbed of their possessions, and a 
portion of them martyred for confessing the truth: These have severer 
suffering than the first. Yet since they suffer for the sake of a good 
cause, for the sake of Christ and the truth, it is great consolation. 
Therefore, though they outwardly suffer anxiety and need, yet their 
heart is contented and in favor with God through Christ. 

- \ 

Martin Luther (1523) from Commentary on 1 Peter 



Family Time 

~ 

Growth In Jesus 

WHO'S IN CHARGE? 
LESSONS F~OM DANIEL 

completeness of God's plan - 7 being a symbol 
of d,ivine perfection and 10 a symbol of human 
completion, thus this plan to send the One who 
was both Son of God and Son of Ma~ w.as 
complete in every way. Look at what happens at 
the end of the waiting period - an end to sin, an 
atoning for wickedness, everlasting 
righteousness, an anointing of the most holy (see 

Lesson Twenty-One: Perfect Period of verse 24). ·All these came with Jesus Christ, and 

Waitjng;. Daniel 9:20-27 all were far more important than the most 
exciting developments in the history of Israel: 

Daniel. has been meditating on the lessons of 
Jeremiah's 70-year prophecy, and now he is sent 
a vision of even more important plans God has 
for the world, to take place long after Daniel's 
day. This "Seventy Sevens" prophecy is another 
one that is often misinterpreted and misused. 
Certainly it is easy to manipulate numbers to 
prove a_ point if you already know what the point 
is you want to make, and many commentators 
have done just that. But there is a simple, 
powerful message here from God; God's own 
messag~ may not be as exciting to some as the 
commentators' clever scenarios, but it has the 
advantage of being true. 

The prophecy divides the waiting period into 
intervals of 7, 62, and 1 "sevens". Many have 
tried to manipulate these numbers, and the 
definition of "seven", to arrive at their favorite 
dates &/or to prove their pet points. "Religious"' 
people do ,this (and believe in fictions such as 
premillenialism) because it is not exciting 
enough to them to have their sins forgiven, to 
have been declared righteous, or to have the 
promise of a home in heaven. It is more exciting 
to be able to come up with (or hear from 
someone) some theory that,no one ever thought 
of before. 

The vision makes most sense when looked at in The numbers are merely symbolic of the need to 
the context ?f what Daniel has just been studying wait until God's time is ready to ·complete his 
- the 70-year waiting period before God's people - plan - there had to be a time of waiting for 

- could return from exile. The hope of return was Daniel and the other faithful of the Old . 
probably the thought uppermost in the minds of Testament, a time of preparatio~ for Jesus the 
rnost Jews during these years. The excitement of Son of Man, and there is now another period of 
returning to their homeland cannot be overstated waiting while we anticipate his return. Like J.~ 

"JESUS AND HIS FATHER CHARGED ME LESS THAN 
THEIR ESTIMATE FOR THAT DOOR. NOW THArs A 

MIRACLE." SEE MARK 6:3. 

- and now the time was here! But now Daniel Daniel, we have all had a long wait for -
learns that there would be another period of something of great value, and we know the joy 
anticipation - not just a "70" but "70 l's" to wait we feel when it finally arrives. But such 
until something even more important and more experiences are nothing compared to the joy we 
exciting. That is, the coming of Jesu$ Christ, to will have when our wait to enter heaven is 
express the complete fulfillment of God's reign . finally over. 

The 70 "sevens" are not a literal time period, but · -Mark Gamer, September 1995 
a way of expressing in symbols the·· . 
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Family Information 
·' Fall Bible Classes 

Our Autumn Bible Classes have begun ! There is 
a stand just outside the auditorium where you 
can see all the classes, topics, teachers, and 
where they're meeting. Please select the classes 
that you would like to be in and sign-up on the 
sheets. 

.Congratulations 

Ann Leslie was baptized Sunday afternoon. 

Seniors 

Qon't forget the Senior Sharing Time next 
· Tuesday, October 10th at the Delaware Church 
.·.·. of Christ. More information is on the bulletin 

board. 

News From Russia! 

Frank Chappell has just sent us a complete 
report regarding the Barnaul School Of 
Preaching in Russia. For full details see the 
separate sheet "News From Frank" in the rack in 
the foyer. 

Calendar 
October 

8 Wedding Shower For Destiny Thomas 
3 p.m. In The Ar:inex 

10 Senior Day At Delaware 
10-13 Family Weekend With Patrick Mead In 

Anderson, In 
15 Elders/Deacons Meeting 
15 50 Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
21 Spaghetti Dfnner At NWOCYC 

4 p.m.- 6:30 p.m. 
21-22 Fall Festival At Ohio Valley College 

Christianity 
Christianity does not remove you from the 
world and its problems. It makes you fit to live 
in it, triumphantly and usefully. Real Christians 
do not carry their religion; their religion carries 
them. It is not weight - it is wings. It lifts them 
up - it sees them over the hard places. It makes 
the universe seem free, life purposeful, hope 
real. It sets them free from fear, futility, 
discourqgement, and makes sacrifice 
worthwhile. · -The Lord's Way 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $5106 Weds 200 

Avg YTD $5163 Sun Class 159 

Russia $396 Sun AM 260 

Avg YTD $273 Sun PM 115 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, pene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Be Watchful-
' (Part Five) 

Moreover Satan attacks certain Christians especially hard, as the highly 
enlightened and experienced classes, with strong spiritual temptations, 
and puts at times terrible and wicked thoughts into their hearts, so that 
they cannot see, acknowledge, or hold God to be gracious, true, 
faithful, and patient, but imagine the very opposite of him. Hence they 
hate his judgement and are in no way pleased with his government. 
They lose both God and his promises, and they can neither pray nor 
call upon him. Yea, they rage and murmur terribly against him. That is 
a very perilous and irresistible temptation . If it continue long, it 
consumes our _marrow and bones, of which the Psalter often complains 
and likewise Job, Jeremiah, and other. I imagine Peter also experienced 
a large share of it, since he denied Christ. Had the Lord not prayed for 
him before and graciously looked upon him soon after his fall, and 
permitted peace to be spoken to his soul, and had he himself not later 
comforted him, he would have had to doubt, and be ruined and lost in 
sin and thus have followed Judas. 

Therefore what he speaks he speaks from h~s own experience to 
console and strengthen all Christians, who suffer or are tempted; as if he 
should say: No one among yqu who suffers or is tempted in soul or 
body, even in the highest and severest degree, should imagine that he 
suffers something special, new or rare, or as if no one before him or 
contemporary with him had ever experienced and endured such hard 
and terrible temptations; no, you are not alone. Your suffering and 
temptation cannot be so great, severe and exceptional, that your 
brethren before you or your contemporaries have not experienced the 
same and indeed even great and worse temptations; if you will not 
believe-this then you may learn it from me as a living example. I was 
so bold that I did not only resolve to stand by my Lord and Master, even 
if all the others forsook him, but also to accompany him to prison and 
to death. I was so certain that I had given the dear Lord the lie about 
the matter, when he said to me, that very night I would not only along 
with the others be offended at him, but that I would do worse than 
they, namely, deny him thrice. What happened? Christ was found 
true, but he found in me that I was not only a liar and shamelessly 
denied him; but that I perjured myself and swore terribly that I never 
knew him. That was suffering and temptation, good and strong . 

Martin Luther (1523) from Commentary on 1 Peter 
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IS BAPTISM JUST A SYMBOL? 

Many have looked upon baptism as a 
beautiful symbol, but hardly anything more. 
G.R. Beasley-Murray, the noted Baptist 
scholar has said, "The idea that baptism is a 
purely symbolic rite must be pronounced 
not alone unsatisfactory but out of harmony 
with the New Testament itself. Admittedly, 
such a judgement runs counter to the 
popular tradition of the Denomination to 
which the writer belongs, as it does to some 
of the significant contribution to the study of 
baptism that had appeared from theologians 
of other Churches in recent years. But the 
New Testament belongs to all of us and we 
all stand judged by it." 19r. B~aslerMurray 
quotes Adolph Schlatter as saying, "There is 
no gift or power which the Apostolic 
documents do not ascribe to baptism," and 
then adds this comment, "He meant, of 
course, that there is no gift or power 
available to man in consequence of the 
redemption of Christ that is not available to 
him in baptism. Though many will 
expostulate-at the statement, there is little 
doubt that Schlatter is right." 

Dr. Beasley-Murray then proceeds, "without 
any attempt to give exhaustive references," 
to show _the 'grace' available to man in 
baptism according to the New Testament as: 

Forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38) and cleansing 
from sins (Acts 22:16; 1 Cor.6:11). 

Union with Christ (Galatians 3:27) and 
particul~rly union with Him in His death 
and resurrection (Romans 6:3f; Colossians 
2:11f) with all that implies of release from 
sin's power, as well as guilt, and the 
sharing of the risen life of the Redeemer 
(Romans 6: 1-11 ). 

Participation in Christ's sonship (Galatians 
3:26f). 

·consecration to Cod (1 Corinthians 6:1 l), 
hence membership in the church, the Body 
of Christ (1 Corinthians 12: 13; Galatians 
3:27-29). ' ' 

Possession of the Spirit (Acts 2:38; 
1 Corinthians 6: 11-13) and therefore the 

new 1-ife in the Spirit, i.e., regeneration 
(Titus 3:5; John 3:5). 

Grace to live according to the wil,I of Cod 
(Romans 6: 1 f; Colossians 3: 1 ~· 

2 

Deliverance from the evil powers that rule 
this world (Colossi ans 1: 13). 

The inheritance pf the Kingdom of God 
Uohn 3:5) and the pledge of the 
resurrection of the body (Ephesians 1: 13f; 
4:30). 

As one looks over this impressive list, it is 
easy to see t~at the New Testament treats 
baptism" as much more than a beautiful 
symbol. · 

John Gipson, Little Rock, Arkansas 

6rowth In Jesus 

WHO'S .IN CHARGE? 
LESSONS FROM DANIEL 

Lesson Twenty-Two: 
.fearful Vision - Daniel 10:1-11 :4 

Daniel has gotten used to s~eing images that 
taught him about the future, but now in chapter 
ten he sees an actual angel, who brings him 
detailed news about the future. The whole 
situation is overwhelming to Daniel, and he feels 
absolutely terrified and helpless. The men with 
him cannot see the angel, but they see Daniel -
and just seeing Daniel's fear is so terrifying to 
them that they run and hide! Daniel has even 
b~en preparing himself for SO(lle time for a 
vision, as he is expecting an explanation of an 
earlier message. But just the glimpse of a 
hea\'.enly being overpowers him. 

If we in the church' wou!d only have a traction of 
this real awe and spiritual fear before our God! 
People in the church carelessly, and often 
ignorantly, toss around words like "awesome" to 
describe God, without having the slightest idea 
what "awe" really is. W~ are cO-nvinced that it is 
really ourselves, and our activities, that are so 
."awesome", tHat generally we are merely 
babbling when we speak of God's greatness and 
of how "awesome" he is. Daniel knew and did a 
lot more than we ever -will, and yet his awe 
before God was far more genuine than ours. 
Daniel -didn't swagger around, confident that he 
was running a successful ministry. Daniel didn't , 
rely on phony "motivational" slogans or tactics, 
because he had an appreciation of the real thing. 

3 

Daniel also appreciates the meaning of what the 
angel tells him. It frightens him not only to see 
an angel but to realize ~he completely different 
view of history he is hearing! The angel talks 
about everything in different terms, from a 
different perspective, and with different goals. 
The angels, and God himself, are -little 
concerned with the concerns and goals that 
occupy most of our energies. Unfortunately, we 
are also too often just as little concerned with 
those things that they think are important. 
Throughout the book of Daniel, we have seen 
that shortsighted humans may get what they 
want for a while, but in the long run God will 
humble them. · 

Next time, we will take a longer look at the 
specific prophecies .in chapter 11 that the angel 
reveals to Daniel. Notice that the angel begins 
(verses 11 :1-4) with some things now familiar to 
us. The Persians reigned over much of the 
world at the time Daniel had this vision_(about 
536 B.C., according to 10: 1 ), and would enjoy 
many more years of superiority. But, as we saw 
in chapter 8, they would very soon (in God's 
time) be toppled by the Greeks. The "mighty 
king", Alexander, will conquer only to have his 
empire broken into four pieces. After that, 
chapter 11 goes into detailed predictions of the 
lengthy battle between the Egyptian Ptolemies 
and the Syrian Seleucids, who fought for control 
of Israel for many years. We'll look at this next 
time, but the specific details should take a back 
seat to the awe we can develop for·God's 
wisdom and his power, as shown in hi"s ability 
to predict and control human history. 

-Mark Carner 



Family Information 

Bulletin Color 

We hope you enjoy having color added to our 
bulletin. We will continue to have the 

15 
18 
21 

Calendar 

October 
50 Plus "Eat Out" Sunday" 

unchanging parts of our bulletin printed in color. 
Soon it will be time for us to order a new supply I 21 
of the pre-printed paper we use. We can 

22 

50 Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Deacons Meeting At 
Champneys, 7:00 p.m .. 
Spagh~tti Dinner At NWO~YC 
4 p.m.- 6:30 p.m. 
Elders Deacons Meeting continue with green or switch to a new color. If 

you have comments or would like to 
recommend a n~w color, see Mark Garner or 
Jack Evans. 

Food Pantry 

= =i·~ The food pantry is in need of,the following 
;~·items: paper towels, kleenex, canned fruit, 

coffee, tea. 

Clothing Needed 

There is a need for some ' boys clothing size St 
for Deanna.ands Rob Brown's nephew, who is 
currently staying with them. He is in desperate 
need of some clothing. If anyone can help, 
please see Rob or Deanna. 

21-22 Fall Festival At Ohio Valley College 

November 
50 Plus Meeting In The Annex 

3-4 Willowbrook Bazaar 
10-12 Family Emphasis Weekend With Patrick 

Mead In Anderson, In. 
10-12 Dr. Doug Foster Of Abil'ene Christian 

University At Indian Springs 
15 50 Plus Meeting In The Annex 
19 50 Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
19 Elders/Deacons Meeting 
22 No Adult Classes - Elders 

Thanksgiving Devotional 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

AvgY)"D 

$5117 

$5161 

$230 

$272 

Weds 149 

Sun Class 143 

Sun AM 263 

Sun PM H7 

Sel'\lices 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn ChaI)lpney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Be Watchful 
I ' (Part Six) 

Therefore has Christ the Lord commanded, that' when I am again 
restored to the right path after my fall, I shall strengthen and comfort my 
brethren. So I say as an apostle of Christ, as one who .has a speci'al 
commission, and also as he who has experienced it, that no suffering or 
temptation so high, rare, and wonderful can take place or meet you that 
others were not tempted and tried like you or even worse. Not only 
God's dear children, your brethren, who lived before you fmm the 
beginning of the world, but also those, who now live, in your day, 
scattered here and. there in the world as far as Christ's name is known 
and published, they all meet the same that you meet; for they have the 
devil as their adversary who walks about them also and seeks to 
swallow them· as well as you. 

Hence whoever is a Christian and earnestly desires to remain so, let 
him riot feel too secure, be idle and lazy, but watch, teach, pra~tice the 
Word faithfully, persevere in prayer, bf prepared for temptation and 
suffering, and remember that he is called thereto, as the apostle said in 
1 Peter 2:21. For Christ himself speaks in Matthew 16:24 thus: "If any 
man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross; 
and follow me;" and in John. 16:33 he said, "In the world ye have 
tribulation. II In Acts 14:22 Paul saitl, "TJuough many tribulations we 
must enter into the kingdom of God.'' And notice 2 Timothy, 3: 12, 
"Yea, and all that would live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution." Therefqre. if you come so far that you are tempted and 
must suffer as a Christian, take it as a sign of grace, for whom the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he -receiveth. 
And remember you do not suffer alone, but al'I Christendom with you, 
and it cannot be so wonderful and exceptional with you that others 
have not experienced the like, yea, indeed even in a higher and severer 1 

degree. · · 

Martin Luther (1523) from Commentary on 1 Peter 

'Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he 
who believes that fesus is the Son of God. '' 

1 1 john 5:5 
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Ser11ing 6od 

.. A DISCIPLE'S LIFE f5N1" EASY, 6UT AT LEAST WE 
HAVE MATTHEW TO DO OUR TAX RETURNS." · 

SEE MATIHEW 9:9. 

2 

I 

1 · 

61·owth In Jesus 

WHO'S IN CHARGE? · 
LESSONS FROM DANIEL 

' 

Lesson Twenty-Three: A Raging Battle 
- Daniel 11 :5-35 

Daniel 11 contains a detailed prediction of the 
lengthy struggle for control of Israel and its in
habitants that took place in the three hundred 
years before Jesus's birth. This is an interesting 

. period of history that is n'ot covered in th.e Bible 
itself, but you can read Josephus and other 
sources if you are interested in it. After Alexan
der the Great's death (323 B.C.), his empire was 
divided into four parts. Two of them, the king
dom of the Ptolemies of Egypt, and the kingdom 
of the Seleucids of Syria, bordered on each other 
near lsrc;iel. For many years these two empires 
fought each other and oppressed God's people. 
Below, we will take a very brief look at this pe~ 
riod, as predicted by Daniel. For most of. the 
chapter,· the "south" refers to the Ptolemies, and 
the "north" refers to the Seleucids. This will be 
very brief, to fit in the bulletin! So let me know 
if you'd like to know more about these events. 

Ptolemy I established a strong kingdom, contain
ing Israel, that his early successors maintained 

' \ 

despite frequent plots and wars with the Seleu-
cids (vv. 5-8) . Seleucas II, with his sons a~d his 
grandson Antiochus 111, launched a vigorous at
tack on Egypt, but it failed, which gave ~gypt a 
false sense of security (vv. 9-12). The warlike 
Antiochus Ill attacked again with an even larger 
army, and many Jewish leaders supported him, 
foolishly thinking he would be easier to serve 
than the Ptolemies (vv. 13-14). Antiochus won a 
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series of victories beginning in 198 B.C., then 
was finally defeated by the Romans at Ther
mopylae (192 B.C.) and Magnesium (191 B.C.); 
.during this series of battles he acquired large ter
ritories for the Seleucids, including Palestine or 
Israel (vv. 15-18). After his death, S.eleucas IV 
came to power briefly, but was murdered by his 
own prime minister, Heliodorus the notorious 
tax collector (vv. 19-20). 

Through threats and flattery, the evil, half-mad 
king Antiochus IV "Epiphanes" stole th~ throne 
from Seleucas's son Demetrius Soter (v. 21). In 
170 B.C., Antiochus launched a ne~ attack 
against Egypt and Ptolemy VI, having prepared 
for it by convincing some of Ptolemy's allies and 
military leaders to turn traitor by lies that ap
pealed to their greed, and after his victory he 
harshly persec~ted his subjects, especially the 
Jews (vv. 22-28). But his next attack on Egypt 
was not successful, because this time the Ro
mans backed Egypt and humiliated Antiochus 
by ordering him to back down - he then vented 
much of his rage on, the Jews (vv. 29-30). Anti
och us used some unfaithful Jews to assist him in 
desecrating the temple, burning a "sacrifice" of a 
pig on the altar, and sprinkling pig's blood 
throughout the temple area (v. 31 ). Though 
many Jews failed in their faithfulness at this 
time, many were faithful, and Judas Maccabeus 
and others arose to lead God's people, who 
eventually revolted successfully against Anti
och us (verses 32-35). 

We'll pick ·up next time in verse 36; in the 
meantime there is much to learn from the his
tory of God's people and the surrounding na-· 
tions. Over and over we see human leaders rise 
~nd fall, with nothing to show for their fighting 
and, striving, and always we see God reigning, 
patient and supreme over all. 

-Mark Garner 



Family Information 

Bulletin Color 
We hope you enjoy having color added to our 
bulletin. We will continue to have the 
unchanging parts of our bulletin printed in color. 
Soon it will be time for us to order a new supply 
of the pre-printed paper we use; We can 
continl:'.le with green or switch to a new color. If 
you have comments or would like to 
recommend a new color, see Mark Garner or 
Jack Evans. 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry is in need of the following 
items: paper towels, kleenex, tuna, pancake mix, 
pancake syrup, coffee, tea. ·· 

.SINGLE ADULTS 
On Thursday, October 26th, there will be a 

-. gathering for all single adults at the Moore's 
· house, beginning at 7:30 p.m. This will be a 
--great time of fellowship and encouragef'!lent so 
do not miss it. The Moore's address is 3469 
Westerville Woods Drive. ~ee the bulletin board 
in the foyer fqr a map. 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
This Sunday after our morning services, there 
wi II be a pot I uck for all parents of our youth 
(grades 6-12), for all youth workers, and for all 
those interested in 'v\'.Orking with our youth 

· ministry. This will be an important meeting so 
do not miss it. Please being a main dish, side 
dish and a drink to the potluck. We will begin as 
soon as possible after the morning worship. 

Calendar 

October 
21-22 Fall Festival At Ohio Valley College 
26 Single Adult Gathering At The Moore's 

Home, 7:30 pm 

November 
50 Plus Meeting In The Annex 

3-4 Willowbrook Bazaar 
5 Elders/Deacons Meeting 8:00am 
10-12 Family Emphasis Weekend With Patrick 

Mead-In An~erson, In. 
10-12 Dr. Doug Foster Of Abilene Christian 

University At Indian Springs 
15 50 Plus Meeting In The Annex 
19 50 Plus " Eat Out Sunday''. 
19 Elders/Deacons Meeting 
22 No Adult Classes - Elders 

Thanksgiving Devotional 

Thank You 
Joe Barozzini· and family would like to thank 
everyone for all the prayers and cards for his 
injuries. 

Contributions • Attendance 

last Week $5114 Weds 144 

Avg YTD $5160 Sun Class 127 

Russia $274 Sun AM 263 

Avg YTD· $272 Sun PM 124 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thorne 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 

.,.. .,..- .,.. .,.. ..., ..,., 

. 
c 
z 
<C 
..J 

J: 

I-

0::: 

·o 

I f 

Cl') 
~ ... 
CJ) 

.Q 
E 
::3 :c: 
~ .. 
CJ) 

E 
::3 -~ 
:g 
0) 

""" C'liil .. 
C'liil ... 
(I) 

.Q .s 
" 0 

Be Watchful 
(Part Seven) 

What tribulati ons and misery were endured by the prophets, apostles, 
and especially the patriarchs who lived so long, is indescribable, yet a· 
part of these tribulations will remain unthought and unexpressed until 
we see face to face on that great day. It was the hardest for Adam and 
Eve because they had no example before their eyes, with which they 
could comfort themselves. We have before us all the Scriptures, where 
we can see how it has gone with all the saints, and the head and Lord 
of all the saints. In brief the sense is this: In this we should be resigned, 
that we must suffer here for a short time a11d follow our Lord Christ, yet 
we should be confident of the eternal life and glory.; not because of our 
suffering, but because they are promised by God and acquired by 
Cbr(st. 

This 1s, be not surprised that you must meet opposition from the devil; 
but comfort yourselves, in as much as you are not alone, but there are 
others besides you who must endure such suffering, and reflect that you 
have brethr~n who share with you in this strife. 

This is now the epistle in which you have· sufficiently heard the true 
Christian doctrine; in which Peter describes faith, love, and the holy 
cross; and how he instructs and warns us as to how we should contend 
w'ith the devil. Whoever comprehends:this epistle has doubtless 
enough, so that he needs nothing more; except that God may teach him 
from the abundance of the same truth that overflows in the other books 
of the bible. But that is in no way different from this;.for here the 
apostle has forgotten nothing necessary for a Christian to know. 

And the Cod of all grace, who called you unto his eternal glory in ' 
Christ, after that ye have suffered a little while shall himself perfect, 
establish; strengthen you. (1 Peter 5: 10) 

Martin Luther (1523) from Commentary on 1 Peter 



Ser11ing 6od 
LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE 

BEFORE MEN 

What visitor among you is there who has not 
proved your most excel lent and firm faith, 
who has· not marvelled at your prudent and 
gentle piety in Christ, who has not 
proclaimed your magnificent practice of 
hospitality, and who has not blessed your 
perfect and sure knowledge? . For you did all 
things without respect of persons and 
walked in the commandments of God. You 
were obedient to your rulers and showed 
appropriate honor to those who were older. 
You instructed the younger to think 
moderate and reverent thoughts. You gave 
instructions to the women to perform 
everything in a blameless and pure 
conscience and to give proper affection to 
their own husbands. You taught them to 
fulfill their household duties honorably and 
to live by the rule of obedience, being 
altogether virtuous. 

You were all humbleminded and in no way _ 
arrogant, rather being subjected than 
subjecting and giving more gladly than . 
receiving. you were satisfieq with and paid 
attention to the travel provisions supplied by 
Christ, and you were storing up carefully in 
your hearts his words and were keeping his 
sufferings before your eyes. Thus a deep 
and rich peace was given to al I. There was 
an insatiable desire to do good, and a foll 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit came upon all. 
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You were full of holy counsel. You 
stretched forth your hands in noble desire 
with pious confidence to the Almighty God, 
beseeching him to be merciful if you 
committed any unwilling sin. You had 
great concern day and night for the whole 
brotherhood, in order that the number of 
God's elect might. be saved with mercy and 
conscience. You were sincere and 
innocent and bore no malice to one 
another. Ml rebellion and schism was 
abominable to you. You mourned over the 
transgressions of your neighbors. You 
counted their shortcomings your own. You 
never regretted doing any good, but were 
"ready for every good work." 

Clement of Rome (about A.O. 90) 

"For God, who said, 1'Let light 
shine out of darkness," made 

his light shine in our hearts to 
give us the light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Christ." 

2 Corinthians 4:6 

6rowth In Jesus 

WHO'S IN CHARGE: 
LESSONS FROM DANIEL 

lesson Twenty-Four: 
The End '- Daniel 11:36-12:13 

Daniel concludes with a word about Roman 
times, the (then) distant future. Once again, 
Daniel points towards the day when God would, 
through Jesus, tie together all his plans for his 
people. The truly spiritual, like Daniel, can ap
preciate God's plans even when they must see 
them from afar. We'll conclude our study of 
Daniel by taking a brief look at the meaning of 
this last portion. As always, see me if you'd like 
more explanation or more detail. 

In 11 :36-45, we see the .coming rise of the Ro
mans. In Daniel's visions, they are always the 
most ruthless and the most voracious of n·ations. 
Perhaps Daniel was glad that he would never 
meet them! But "what has been determined 
must take place" (v.36), and the Romans were a 
necessary part of God's plan . These verses fore
tell the Roman conquests and attitudes. But 
then, as chapter 12 begins, we also see the fulfill
ment of God's own plans. 

Verses 12: 1-12:4 do not refer to the Judgment 
Day or the final resurrection. Study it in context! 
This passage is figurative; looking to the day 
when, in Christ, that remnant of God's people 
who had remained true to God would become a 
resurrected, spiritual, in.destructible nation. At 
the same time, those of God's people whose 
hearts had left him would be revealed as the 
sons of hell they were. Simeon prophesied this 
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about the then-infant Jesus in I 11kP. 2:.14-.15, 
when he said Jesus was "destined to cause the 
falli_ng and rising of many in Israel, ... so that the 
thoughts of many hearts will be revealed". (This 
image is similar to Ezekiel's "Valley of Dry 
Bones", which also refers not to the resurrection 
on Judgment Day, but to a Jewish spiritual resur
rectLon. Daniel's prediction was fulfilled in the 
coming of Jesus and the destruction of Jerusalem 
in A.D. 70, which dispersed the Jewish people 
and ended the Jewish sacrificial ministry. 

The book concludes in 12:5-13 with some fa
mous symbols. Jesus himself referred to 
Daniel's "abomination that causes desolation", a 
reference to the Roman troops occupying 
Jerusalem and the temple. The "time, times, and 
half a ti me" or "1290 days" are not I iteral ti me 
periods, but ar~ symbolic of human strength. 
Both (and 42 months, as in Revelation 13:5) are 
about half of seven years - thus are saying that 
human power is imperfect and will never oe 
complete or lasting. God's saints only have to 
out-wait their human oppressors (1335 days is 
just a bit longer than 1290) to be able fully to 
share in God's victory. 

Throughout Daniel we are challenged to an
swer: Who's in Charge? And when we realize 
that it is God who reigns, we are called to exam
ine our attitude. We can try to retain some 
power ourselves, to make things happen with
out waiting on the hand of God, we can replace 
God's promises of grace and eternal life with 
flashy church programs or complicated theories 
of the future. OR - we can humbly accept in our 
hearts that we have no real conception at al I of 
God's plans, and thus rejoice in not having any 
control, in not having any authority, so that we 
can fully share in and appreciate the victory that 
God will ultimately win. 

-Mark Garner 

.• 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: pancake mix, pancake syrup, coffee 
(instant), tea, macaroni and cheese, spaghetti. 
Your help with these items will be greatly appre
ciated!! 

Transportation Needed 

Lorraine Kitts will be having several surgeries in 
the near future. She will be needing help with 
transportation from-the hospital. See Dorothy 
Duncan if you can help. 

·Beware Of Rumors 

"I hear you made a million dollars in oil in 
Texas," said one man to another. "Well," replied 
the second, "that report is substantially correct; 
except it wasn't in Texas, but Oklahoma; and it 
wasn't in oil, but gas; and it wasn't I, but my 
brother in law; and it wasn't a million, but a 
hundred thousand; and he didn't make it, 
he lost it." 
And so goes the way tales are told! "He that 
keepeth his mouth keepeth his life; but he that 
openeth wide his lips shall have destruction." 
(Proverbs 13:3.) 

Cale11da1· 

November 

50 Plus Meeting In The Annex 
3-4 Willowbrook Bazaar 
10-12 Family Emphasis Weekend With Patrick 

Mead In Anderson, In. 
10-1 2 Dr. Doug Foster Of Ab~lene Christian 

University At Indian Springs 
13 Girl's Night Out, 6:30 p.m. At Zepp's 

See Cindi Gillespie For Details 
15 50 Plus Meeting In The Annex 
17-18 Belpre Youth Rally And Youth Workers 

Conference 
18 Deacons Meeting, 7:00 p.m. at 

Brian Arnold's Home 
19 50 Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
22 No Adult Classes - Elders 

Thanksgiving Devotional · 

Contributions J\ttendance 

Last \Veek \Veds 149 

Avg YTD Sun Class 143 

Russia Sun AM 263 

-Olden Cook, Kerrville Texas, Avg YTD 

$5117 

$5161 

$230 

$272 Sun PM 117 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 4 7 5-0161 

It) 

Polycarp's Prayer 

Polycarp was executl;d in the mid-2nd century py being burned 
at the stake. Some of his friends from his home church of 
Smyrna recorded his final words. 

0 Lord God Almighty, Father of your beloved and blessed 

Servant Jesus Christ, through whom we have received full 

knowledge of you, the God of angels, powers, all creation, and of 

all the race of the righteous who live before you. I bless you that 

you have counted me worthy of this day and hour in order that I 

might participate in the number of the martyrs, in the cup of your 

Christ, for the resurrection of eternal life of both soul and body in 

the immo,rtality of the Holy Spirit. 

May I be received among them before you today by a rich 

and acceptable sacrifice, even as you the unlying and true God 

pre pared, showed forth, and fulfilled. On account of this and for 

all thing I praise you, I bless you, I glorify you through the eter-

· nal and heavenly high priest Jesus Christ, your beloved Servant, 

~ through whom to you with him and t!ie Holy Spirit be the glory 

a,"' 
C'I both now and in the coming ages. Amen. 
a 
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"THERE'S A BIG TRAFFIC JAM UP AHEAD. I 

OVERHEARD SOMETHING ABOUT THE WATERS 
·BEING PARTED." SEE ExoDU514:21. 
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6rowth In Jes11s 

KNOWING GOD 
THROUGH HIS WORD 

FOUNDATIONS OF BIBLE STUDY 
(Week One) 

By mastering a few important concepts, you can 
develop much more confidence In your ability to 
study the Bible, and can allow God to speak to 
you in ways you didn't think possible. The 
whole Bible was meant for you; there is nothing 
in it that God doesn't want you to understand. 

The Purpose of Studying (he Bible 
Each time you sit down to study your Bible, take 
a moment to· remind yourself why you are doing 
so. This will keep your Bible study from becom
ing a meaningless obligation, and will help you 
to get the most out of your time. Always remem
ber that the Bible was written for a specific pur-

1 pose - to help you to develop a close relati'oh
ship with God. 

The Scriptures were breathed by God (2 Timothy 
3: 16) - not dictated, not published, but breathed. 
God tells u·s this to emphasize· that the Scriptures 
are a personal communication to each individ
ual, not an impersonal message to nameless re
cipients. Remember this when you open God's 
Word, and realize that each verse in the Bible is 
spoken directly to you. Each .time you study 
your Bible, you have the opportunity for a pri
vate lesson from the Creator of the universe. 

And these lessons have a purpose - that you may 
k,now .God and develop the best possible rela
tionship with him. Now, just as our human rela-

3 

tionships have many aspects, so does our rela
tionship with God. There are parts of the Bible 
that tel 1. us how to I ive our daily I ives, parts that 
give us factual knowledge, parts that deal with 
our emotions, and parts that explain God's own 
character and plans. t\Jo one of these things by 
itself makes up our relationship with God, so do 
not restrict the Bible to playing only one of these 
roles - your relationship with God should be a · 
balance of all these things. And, like prayer, 
like your relationships with other Christians, 
studying the Bible is only one aspect of your re
lationsh,ip with God. 

"They will all know me ... " 
Jeremiah's prophecy, quoted in Hebrews 8:8-
12, tells us that one of the differences between 
the old covenant and the new is that, under the 
riew covenant, everyone can personally know 
God's wnl c;ind character, without needing pri
marily to rely on a human priest or teacher for 
wisdom and insight. Christians should take full 
advantage of this promise! 

Every book, verse, and word in the entire Bible -
even the prophetic books and Revelation - was 
written to ordinary people, not to scholars or ex
perts. God intended all of his Word to be useful 
and valuable to us all. He also expects that, 
given the importance of knowing him - and the 
value of a relationship we can have forever - we 
will expend enough time and energy to know 
and understand his Word. It is wise to make use 
of books and teachers to learn the Bible better, 
but your goal should be to know God yourself, 
and/to make his teachings your own, not just 
things taught by others. 

-Mark 'earner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: 
coffee, tea1 pancake mix1 pie fi.lling1 kleenex1 

jello, pudding mix, spaghetti, macaroni and 
cheese. 

Baby Shower 
There will be a baby ,shower for Paula Robbins 
December 3rd at 2:30 p.m. at her house. A11y 
questions, call Dawn Wright'or Julia Steva. · 

Women's Cookie Exchange 
Saturday December 9th at the home of Lora 
Bradley. See bulletin board'for information and 
directions. 

All Single Sisters Wanted! 
A time to pray, study, sing and fellowship. A 
time to uplift and encourage each other. There 
are two small groups meeting together; one at 
Grace Shaffer's, 610 Gahanna Highlands on 
Saturday at 9:30 a.m., and one at Brenda Allen's, 
2262 Medina Ave. on Monday at 8:30 p.m. For 
information see Grace Shaffer or TinaMarie 
Guilfoyle. There will be an organizational 
meeting for all wha are interest in the Single 
Sister's group on Wednesday, November 15th at 
8:45 p.m. 

Help Needed 
Joy and Margaret McCarty will be moving in 3 
weeks (Nov. 18th) any help will be appreciated. 

Calendar 

November 

10-12 Family Emphasis Weekend With Patrick 
Mead In Anderson, In. 

10-12 Dr. Doug Foster Of Abilene Christian 
University At Indian Springs 

13 Girl's Night Out, 6:30 p.m. At Zepp's 
See Cindi Gillespie For Details ' 

15 50 Plus Meeting In The Annex, 
17-18 Belpre Youth Rally And Youth Workers 

Conference, Cost $10.00 
18 Deacons Meeting, 7:00 p.m. at 

Brian Arnold's Home 
19 50 Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
22 No Adult Classes - Elders 

Thaf')ksgiving Devotional 

Trip To Moscow 
The North Alanta Church of Christ is having a 
campaign to Tula, which is a city of one million 
people three hours south of Moscow. They are 
looking for people to go with them. The dates 
are February 8-20th. If you ·are interested, see 
Terry. 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $4914 Weds 155 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

Avg YTD 

$5115 

$271 

$271 

Sun Class 175 

Sun AM 266 

Sun PM 116 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons; Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradle¥, Lyrin Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Incidents From T_he 2nd CetJ,tury 

The second century pagan historian Lucian tells us about some of 
the things Christians did that made him take notice. 

Then Proteus was apprehended as a Christian and thrown into 
prison ... The Christians, regarding the affair as a great misfortune, 
set in motion every effort to rescue him. Then, when this was 
impossible, every other attention was paid him, not cursorily but 
diligently. At dawn their aged widows and orphan children were 
seen waiting at the prison1 and their officials even slept inside 
with Proteus, having bribed the guards. Varied meals were 
brought in, and their sacred words were spoken. This excellent 
Peregrinus, for he was still called this, was named by them "the 
new Socrates.". 

There were some even from the cities in As!a who came, the 
Christians sending them from their common fund to succour, 

_ defend, and encourage the man. they exhibit extraordinary haste 
whenever one of them becomes such a public victim, for in no 
time they lavish their all. And also to Peregrinus at that time 
much money came from them on account of his bonds, and he 
made of this no little revenue. For these poor devils have 
altogether convinced themselves that they will be immortal and 
will live for all •time; for which reason they despise death and 
many of them willingly surrender themselves. Furthermore, their 
first lawgiver persuaded them that they were all brothers of one 
anot.her when they transgressed and denied the Greek gods and 
worship that sophist who was impaled on a stake and live 
according to his laws. Therefore they despise all things equally 
and consider them a common possession. 

-Lucian of Samosata 



Family Time 

THE LOST BOY 
. 

Once a little boy was lost in the woods. The alarm was sounded; a church 
meeting broke up; the whole congregation and neighborhood responded. 
Fishermen abandoned their nets and merchants closed shpps. Plows were 
left in the field and washing in the tub. 

Everyone turned out to hunt for th~ little fellow. There was feverish haste. 
The night was dark and harm might befall the little fellow. After hours of 
search, he was found, and oh, the joy that was felt because of the rescue. 

Today that boy is grown. He is lost again! But no one seems to care. Mom 
and Dad are busy with other things. The church doesn't seem to care. No 
alarm is. sent out. Yet, a far worse fate awaits him now. You see, he is now 
lost in sin! do we real iy care? ... Enough to.do something? 

-The Lord's Way 

WRONG AGAIN 

It was Sunday morning in an adult Bible class. "Will you please tell me," 
said a member to the teacher, "how far in actual miles is Dan from 
Beersheba? All my life I have heard the familiar phrase 'From Dan to 
Beersheba,' but I have never known the distance." 

Before the answer could be given, another member raised his· hand in the 
back of the room and inquired: "Do I understand that Dan and Beersheba 
are the .names of places?" -- "Yes." - "That's.one on me. I always thought 
they were husband and wife, like Sodom and Gomorrah." 

-The Lord's Way 
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Growth In Jes11s 

KNOWING GOD 
THROUGH HIS WORD: 

FOUNDATIONS OF BIBLE STUDY 
(Week Two) 

The Basics of Practical Bible Stud'y 
After reminding yourself why we study the Bible, 
there are a few other bas'ics that you should al
ways keep in mind as you study the Scriptures. 
If you make a habit of reviewing the basics each 
time you study the Bjbler after a w hi le they w ill 
become second nature, and you will no longer 
need consciously to say them to yourself. Al
ways remember that the Bible ha~. one unified 
message, and that there are different types of lit
erature in.the Bible that serv'e different purposes 
in our relationship with God. 

The Bible has one basic message that is behin9 
every fact, comment, and command: a cari,ng 
God has created our world and eyerything in it, 
and this God wants to know the people he cre
ated for himself. Everything in the Bible must be 
interpreted and applied in view of th is! While 
there may be other, secondary goals met through 
following God's Word (e.g. learn ing how to 

· have better relationships, becoming more knowl
edgeable, and so forth), no passage of Scripture 
ever has such temporary, earthly goals as its 
main purpose. God always focuses on the Spiri
tual and the eternal, and so does his Word. 

The Bible is also not one book but 66 books, 
and these books have different purposes, as part 
of the Bible's overall plan. There are several ba
sic types of Bible literature, which we will de-, ' 

scribe later, that have certain characteristics you 
should"know. Each time you study, you should 
be aware of which kind of book you are study
ing, so that you know how to properly use the 
passage(s) you're looking at. You ·should also 
get into the habit of knowing the specific pur
pose-of the book yo~ are reading, to keep its 
contents in context. 

A Basic Plan of Practical Study 
Healthy Bible study combines two things: (i) 
broad familiarization; (ii) the ability to carefully 
analyze a passage. First, a Christian should have 
a bas ic knowledge of the books of the Bible, of 
what each book is for, of where to read about 
importan t characters or themes, and of how the 
Bible f its together to proclaim God's basic mes
sage. Second, a. Christian should. have the abi 1-
ity to read an isolated passage, to determine the 
context and purpose oHhat passage, to iriterpret 

- what the passage was meant to say, and to deter
mine how the passage' applies to his/her life. A 
Christian should be able correctly to analyze in 
two ways: he or she should.be able to not only 
avoid wrong interpretations or applications, but 
also should be able to pull out the full force of 
the message that God intended. 

3 

I 

To accompl ish this, your Bible study should be 
a blend of reading, studying, and meditation. 
Take some times to just read through the Bible, 
not worrying about all the details. Take other 
times to careful lly study a book or other portion 
of the Bible, using any appropriate resources, to 
dig out al l the important details and teachings. · 
Fi nally, spend other times simply meditating 
about things you have.read or studied, allowing 
God to help you develop further insights. 

-Mark Garner 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: pancake mix, coffee macaroni and 
cheese, spaghetti, jelly, canned fruit, pumpkin 
pie filling. 

Russia News 

You can get all the latest news from Yves, Anna, 
and Frank- see the sheet "News From Russia" in 
the rack in the foyer. 

Baby Shower 

·rrhere will be a baby shower for Paula Robbins 
·.:~December 3rd at 2:30 p.m. at her house. Any 

: .. ,:questions, call Dawn .Wright or Julia Steva. Gift 
ideas are on the announcement board. 

Sympathy 

We want to express our sympathy to Larry Harris 

Calendar 

November 

13 Girl's Night Out, 6:30 p.m. At Zepp's 
See Cindi Gillespie For Details 

15 50 Plus Meeting In The Annex 
17-18 Belpre Youth Rally And Youth Workers 

Conference 
18 Deacons Meeting, 7:00°p.m. at 

Brian Arnold's Home 
19 50 Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
22 No Adult Classes - Elders 

· Thanksgiving Devotional 

Food For Thought 

"Instead of marveling at the fact God allows 
such a great variety of religions, we should be 
amazed at the number of common elements 
within." 

-Karol Wojtyla 

and family at the death of his' father. The funeral I . . I 
was Tuesday. Contr1but10ns Attendance 

Last Week $4959 Weds 165 
Also please pray for the family of Mabel Pickens 
who passed· away last Wednesday. The funeral 
was held here yesterday. 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

$5111 

$170 

$268 

Sun Class 

Sun AM 

135 

214 

115 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

. 9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Avg YTD Sun PM 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt; Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Br.adley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt . 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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'Airplane Or Parachute 

Recently I read the observation that both optimists and 'pessimists, 
contribute to the good of society. As proof the writer pointed out 
that "the optimist invented the airplane and the pessimist in
vented the parachute." The optimist made it possible for the pes
simist to fly, however reluctantly. The pessimist made it possible 
for the optimist to fly - .again. 

There may be a parable in this for the church. All kinds of chil
dren are necessary in the functioning of God's family. The ven
turesome optimist ("visionary"?) dares to launch out in faith, trust
ing God to provide. The cautious pessimist ("realist"?) pauses to 
consider the probable effects and consequences so 'as to avoid 
dangerous extremes and to provide protective balance. Each 
needs the other, and God's·family needs both. 

Joel prophesied and Peter announced the launching of the new 
age and new covenant. Among the forces at work were these: 

"Your your1g men shall see visions, Your old men shc;ill dream 
dream's." 

Both are essential for the health of a congregation. The old men's 
"dreams" can sink into nostalgia for the past, or worse, get trans
formed ioto "future-phopia" that is reluctant to launch out with 
vigor. The young man's "visions" need the wise insights of the 
older men's "dreams", born of experience, lest they fly innocently 
into powerlines before they realize the dangers. Only when both 
reasonable optimism and rational pessimism are.flourishing can 
the body of Christ realize its driving power with balancing stabil 
ity. Both "airplanes" and "parachutes" are needed . 

-Howard Horton 
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"PAUL 15 FINALLY OUT OF ACTION. NOW ALL HE'S 

DOING 15 WRITING LEITER5." 
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6rowth In Jesus 

KNOWING GOD 
THROUGH HIS WORD 

FOUNDATIONS OF BIBLE STUDY 
(Week Three) 

The Basic Types of Bible Literature 
There are ·several basic types of books in .the 
Bible; each has certain characteristics that help 
us know how to study books in that group. We 
can discern these divisions through what the 
Scriptures themselves tell us about God's inten
tions. For a careful analysis of this, see Fee & 
Stuart's book How to Read the Bible For All it's 
WQrth, or similar works. , The books of the Bible 
can be roughly divided into the following 
groups: Old Testament Historical, Poetical, 
Prophetic, Gospels, New Testament Historical, 
Epistles, and Apocalyptic. With a little study( 
you can determine to which group any specific 
book belongs. 

Histor;ical Books 
The books from Genesis through Esther are the 
Old Testament's History, or Narrative, books. 
Most of the material in them is straightforward, 
but it sti II ta~es care to use them correctly. They 
consist mostly of examples illustrating important 
themes or principles, either of pra5=tical value or 
of spiritual importance . . Recall our purpose in 
studying, and when reading a narrative ask your
self: how does this h~lp me to know God? Look 
for what the passage shows about what God val
ues, how he, acts, what makes him happy or an
gry. Only after looking directly at~ role in 
the episode should you look at applieations in 
your life. The key here is that an example (i.e. a 

narrative) in the Bible is meant to illustrate prin
ciples, not to bind details. 

For example, Abraham's willingness to obey 
when God called him to go to an unfamiliar 
land is an encouraging example of faith, and il
lustrates the long-term value of obeying God. 
But it cannpt be used to teach that people must 
be willing to move . . Later, when Abraham w~s · 
tested by God and asked to sacrifice his son 
Isaac, his response is a great example of trust in 
God's plans, and an illustration of God's pur
poses in testing us - but it cannot be used to 
teach the validity of one human spiritually test
ing or evaluating another. 

The New Testament has only one Historical 
book: Acts. (The Gospels are nQ1 Historical 
books; we will look at them' later.) The Sijlme 
principles a,s above are true in Acts, ,but it also 
has a more specific purpose. Acts was written 
specifically to illustrate how the gospel spread -
it traces the geographic and demographic 
progress of the good news of Jesus, showing 

' how and why it spread. So every pa:rt of Acts is 
related in some way to this theme; remembering 
this helps us get the most out of the book. 

3 

It is also important, again, to remember that the 
accounts in Acts illustrate principles but do not 
bind details. For example, in 13:2, 13:3, and 
14:23 we read of the believers fasting. These 
pass(,lges i II ustrate appropriate occasions to fast 
and show the value of fasting - but they cannot 
be used as commands for the church to fast at 
certain times. Use the book of Acts as a power
ful guide to how and why' the good news 
spreads. Do not, instead, use it as a guide to 
worship routine or as a set of ethical commands. 

-Mark Carner 



Family Information 

Food Pa·ntry , 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following: coffee, 
pancake mix, jelly, pumpkin mix, spaghetti, cake 
mix, jello, macaroni-and cheese, pudding mix. 

Congratulations 
Jim and Paula Robbins ·had a· baby girl, Kaleigh 
Anne. She was born Wednesday at 4:02 a.m. She 
was 9 .lbs 7 ounces and 22 inches long. 

Help! 
fhe mission work in Honduras, where Paula 
Robbins once worked, is in need of money to pay 
for a concrete floor in the building where they 
worship. The cost is around $100. If you could help 
the Christians in Honduras with this matter, please 
see Wilbur Allen '. · 

~· Coming Events! 
December 1 There will be.a Movie Night at the 
Moore's for all the single adults in the 

November 
19 50 Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
22 No Adult Classes - Elders 

Thanksgiving Devotional 

December 
Movie Night At The Moore's For All 
Single Adults, 7:30 pm 

2 Dessert Fellowship For Young Marrieds 
Up To Age 35, 7:30 pm In The Annex 

3 Baby Shower For Paula Robbins 
2:30 pm At Her Home . 

3 Meal Fellowship For Married Adults 
35~50 After Evening Service In The 
Annex 

6 50's Plu.s Meeting In The Annex 
9 Cookie Exchange At Lora Bradley's 

Home, See Bulletin Board For Details 
';· congregation. Please plan on being there for a night 1----------------------1 

of fun and to build relationships with others. 
December 2 Young Marrieds (up to 35)1 You are 
invited to special dessert fellowship with Terry and 
Brenda Moore at 7:30 p.m. in the annex. Baby
sitting will be provided for you if needed. Come 

· ready to fellowship and share your goals, dreams 
and aspirations for the future. 
Dec~mber 3 Married Adults (35-50)! Sunday 
eve~ing after evening service, Terry and Brenda 
Moo~e would like your presence at a fellowship 
meal. This will be a great time to get to know each 
other better, and grasp a vision for Northland and 
your part in it. Childcare will be provided for you. 

I 

Welcom~ 
Sharon Phillips placed .membership Sunday. 
Her address is 4213 Sundance Dr., Columbus 
Oh 43224, phone 476-1096. 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week . $4351 W~ds 122 

Avg YTl? $5095 Sun Class . 142 

Russia $253 Sun AM 252 

Avg YTD $268 Sim PM 107 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday· Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
9:30 am 

10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney;· Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (61'4) 475-0161 
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Lincoln's· Thanksgiving Prayer 
Jn 1863 Abraham, Lincoln called the nation to repentance, confession of 
our national sins and turning back to Cod. We believe America, more 
than ever, needs to do this again. Seven months prior to his Proclamation 
for a National Day of Thanksgiving, Abraham Lincoln issued the following: 

Whereas, the Senate of the United States, devoutly recognizing the 
supreme. authority and just government of the Almighty God in all the 
affairs of men and of nations, has by a resolution requested the president o 
designate.and set apart a day for national prayer and humiliation. 

And whereas, it is the duty of nations as well as of men to own their 
dependence upo~ the overruling power of God: to confess their sins and 
transgressions in humble sorrow, yet with assured hope that genuine 
repentance will lead to mercy and pardon; and to recognize the sublime 

. truth, announced in the Holy Scriptures and proven by all history, that 
those nations only are blessed whose God is the Lord: 

And insomuch as we· know that by His divine law nations, like individuals, 
are subjec;ted to punishments and chastisements in this world, may we not ., 
justly fear that the awful calamity of civil. war which now desolates the land 
may be but a punishment inflicted upon .us for our presumptuous sins, to 
the needful end ofour national reformation as a whole people? We have -
'been the recipients of'the choicest bounties of Heaven. We have been 

· preserved, these many years, in peace and prosperity. We have grown in 
numbers, wealth, and power as no other nation has ever grown; but we 
have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved 
use in peace, and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us; and we 
have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, th~t all these 
blessings were produced by some' superior wisdom and virtue of our own. 
Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient to 
feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to 
the yod who made us: 

It behooves us then, to humble ourselves before the offended Power, to 
confess our national sins, and to pray for clemency and forgiveness: 

All this being done in sincerity and truth, let us then rest humbly in the 
hope authorized by the divine teachings, that the united cry of the nation 
will be heard on high, and answered with blessings rio less than the pardon 
of our\ national sins, and the restoration of our now divided and suffering 
country to its former happy condition of unity and peace. 

Abraham Lincoln 



Ser11ing 6od 

HELP ME LORD! 

Have you ever asked yourself the question, 
"What is all of this about?" or "Why am I here?" 
Those types ~f questio

1

ns show a state of ' 
depression of which we all fall into at some time 
in our lives. Remember that Christians can and 
do suff~r depression. Depression can become so 
powerful in a person's life thatthey attempt or 
commit suicide. This is tragic! · 

Depression can be caused by several things. 
On~ thing for sure, depression ,is devastating 
because it paralyzes a person's life. What does 
one do when they get into such a state? How 
can we overcome the ailment of depression? 

A great example of a depressed person is Elijah. 
Frightened, he ran into the wilderness. He was 
filled with dejec;:tion and he sat under a juniper 
bush and said, "It is enough; now, 0 LORD, take 
away my life; for I am not better than my 
fathers." (1 Kings 19:4) This was at the depths of 
depression! He had forgotten all God had ~one 
for him .. 

The situation with Elijah and the outcome shows 
us that depression can be defeated! the first 
thing Elijah did was to get away from the 
situation. He ran into the wilderness and in total 
exhaustion fell asleep. He needed to get a'A'.ay.' 
Some times all one may need is to get a good 
nights sleep and rest their body and mind. 
Things have not changed from Elijah's day. 
Getting away is a beginning of the healing 
process. 
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Elijah traveled another 40 days and come to a 
cave in Horeb. Here the Lord came to him and 
asked, "What doest thou here, Elijah?" (1 Kings 
19:9). God was asking him in effect, "Elijah, 
what isyour probl~m?" Elijah then took the 
opportunity to let out his frustrations; 

God is interested· in the things that bother you. 
He underst~nds your problems and wants you to 
share them. Yes, tell your problems to God and 
speak with others about your problem. Get your 
frustrations out in the open and talk them · 
through. 

After Elijah rested and got his problems out in 
the open and talked through, God told him fo 
get back to work. God encouraged Elijah by 
letting him know that he was not alone. Idle 
hands and minds are ripe for more personal 
problems so get back to your life and work. 

\ 

We all have times when we are down, gloomy, 
sad, and feel worthless. Everything is not always 
great and wonderful. At time we are down and 
need a lift. That lift can only come when we 
share our problem with God in' prayer, and if 
need be, with others. After we have talked it 
through, then get back to work. 

God wants you to be happy and trust Him. He 
will help you! "Casting all your care upon Him; 
for He careth for you." (1 Peter 5:7) 

Floyd Allen Williamson (The Lord's Way) 

Growth In Jesus 

KNOWING GOD 
THROUGH HIS WORD 

FOU,NDATIONS OF BIBLE STUDY 
(Week Four) 

Poetical Books 
The poetical books, such as Psalms, Job, and Ec
clesiastes, meet an important need in our r,ela
tionship with God by helping us to deal with and 
use our emotions. in a godly way. They record 
the ·very personal thoughts of people who knew 
God: thoughts .at times of joy, security, and vic
tory as well as times of insecurity, doubt, and sor
row. So these books help us look at our own 
ways of dealing with these, and help us to under
stand God's purpose for our emotions. 

So, when studying these books~ one should set 
aside all questions of doctrine, or of changing our 
outward behavior., and focus strictly on the in
side.~ Here is a common exampl~ of a false teach
ing that comes from not following this principle: 
Psalm 51 :5 is often misused because, taken liter
ally, it says that a human is guilty of sin from 
birth. But nothing in the Psalms should ever be 
used for doctri.nal purposes. Be cautious of taking 
passages in Poetic literature as .literal statement of 
fact - for example, some .of the statements made 
by individuals in Job and Ecclesiastes are com
pletely false. 

the writers express some negative and faithless 
feelings to God, but by so doing they enable God 
to answer and resolve these feelings. · So we 
learn- that God understands such struggles, as 
long as we deal with them properly. 

Prophetic Books 
The prophetic books ar:e probably the hardest 
ones to study. They are, though, written to the 
average believer, just as any other part .of the 
Bible, and play an- important role in helping us to 
know God by letting us see things from God's 
viewpoint. Almost everything else in the Bible is 
written from a human's point of view - the events 
take place in our world, and even when we see 
God's hand at work we see how it affects things . ' 
in our own dimension. In the prophetic books, 
we can step back and listen to God as he talks 
directly to the prophets, revealing his plans and 
his reasons for them. It is like being able to sit at 
God's side as he works. 

l 

Of course, this perspective is the very thing that 
makes these books hard to ·understand; most of 
the material in .them is written in an abstract; 
seemingly obscure style. But you can usually 
make sense of at least the most important parts of 
any . prophetic book if you get enough back
ground information (usually from a commentary 
or Bible Handbook) to know its historical con
text. Historical setting is the key to the prophets, 
and in the shorter prophetic books, this is usually 
all you need to get started on them. · With the 
longer ones, you will also have to study the way 
they are arranged, because, unlike ·the Historical 

1Books, they are not arranged chronologically; 

These books are, instead, a great help in learning bu't thematically. Usual.ly yo.u will need a ~om
how to properly express and deal with our emo- mentary to help. yo~ with this when studying a 
tions, both good and bad. For example, in Psalm prophet for the first time. 
73, we learn how the psalmist dealt with doubt 
and discouragement - in that and other psalms, 

3 

-Mark Garner 



Family Information 
Food.Pantry 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: pancake mix, coffee macaroni and chee~e, 
spaghetti, jelly, canned fruit, pumpkin pie filling. 

Coming Events! 
Dece~ber 1 There will be a Movie Night at the 
Moore's for all the single adults .in the congrega
tion. Pl~ase plan on being there for a night of fun 
and to build relationships with others. 
December 2 Young Marrieds (up to 35)! You 
are invited to special dessert fellowship with Terry 
and Brenda Moore at 7:30 p.m. in the annex. Baby
sitting will be provided for you if needed. Come 
ready to fellowship and share your goals, dreams 

,,,_ and aspirations for the future. 
::.: December 3 Married Adults (35-50)! Sunday 
;;;· evening after evening service, Terry and Brenda 

Moore ,would like your presence at a fellowship 
meal. T~is will be a great time to get to know each 
other better, and grasp a vision for Northland and 
your part in it. Childcare will be provided for you. 
December 10 For the 50+, there will be a meal 
after services, Mark your calendar and plan to be 
there for this great time of fellowship. We need ev
ery member 50 or over to attend. There will be 
more details on this later .. 
Our sympathy goes out to Ryan and Chasity Wilbur, 
whose daughter, Allyssa Schae, died shortly after she 
was born on this past Monday. 
Also remember Chip Evans and family. Her.father 
died last Sunday: Please keep these in your prayers. 

December 
Movie Night At The Moore's For All 
Single Adults, 7:30·pm 

2 Dessert Fellowship .For Young Marrieds 
Up To Age 35, 7:30 pm In The Annex 

3 Baby Shower For Paula Robbins 
2:30 pm At Her 1Home 

3 Meal Fellowship for Married Adults 
35-50 After Evening Service 

6 150's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
9 Cookie Exchange At Lora Bradley's 

Home, See Bulletin Board For De 
10 ·Meal Fellowship For Every Member 

Over 50 Years Of Age After Service 
14 COCS Christmas Program 7:00 pm 
17 , 50's P·lus "Eat Out Sunday" 
20 50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
We want to thank the body for the prayers, meals 
and encouragement during the difficult period we 
experienced recently. We love you and thank our 
God for our spiritual family.Brian and Sandy Arnold 
Thank you so much for the cards, prayers and 
expressions of concern and the lleautiful planter at 
the death of my father. Your love has helped to ease 
the pain and will not be forgotten. The Harris family 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $4959 Weds 165 

AvgYTD $5111 Sun Class 135 

Russia $170 Sun AM 214 

Avg YTD $268 Sun PM 115 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, R-oy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrains, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman,. John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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How To Listen To A Sermon •.. 

Do not be a criticizing listener. The 'minister makes mistakes as 
well as you; if he were pe~fec:t, he would not be here. 

Do not be a sermon fitter1 trying to fit the sermon, to someone 
else. If the sermon does not fit you 1 let your neighbor fit it to 
himself. 

Do not be a sermon taster. The sermon is not intended to be 
pleasing to your aestheti_c nature or your hobb-ies, but to Jeave 
1you a better person. 

Listen with a mind prepared by prayer and expectation. 

Listen with a humble mind. Let the searching light of the gospel 
re,veal the need of your heart. • 

Listen with an open mind. You may' disagree with the sermon 1 

but remember one of the functions of a true sermon is to disturb 
your complacency .. 

'* 
Listen with a prayerful attitude. A sermon conceived in prayer, 
meeting upon sympathetic, humble, cooperative minds, will be 
used as seeds sown upon soil watered by the Spirit1 springing up 
into life manyfold. 

Minister's Monthly 

"Do your best to present yourself to God as 
one approved, a workman who does not 
need to be ashamed and who correctly 

handles the word of truth. " 
2 Timothy 2:15 



Family Time 

ll§ ~ 11 ,[] 

. 
"MEN, I KNOW WEVE HAD A LOT OF PROBLEMS ON 
THIS PROJECT, BUT I ?EE NOTHING BUT SMOOTH 

SAILING FROM HERE ON." SEE GENESIS 11:F9. 

2 

61·owt/1 In Jesus 

KNOWING GOD 
THROUGH HIS WORD 

FOUNDATIONS OF BIBLE STUDY 
(Week Five) 

The Gospels 
The four Gospels have a special purpose: build
ing faith in Jesus thrist as Lord and Savior. They 
are not structured like the purely narrative books 
of the Bible. They contain three types of mate
rial - narratives, parables, and ethical teachings -
presente~ in one short passage after another, 
which are each intended to show something 
about Jesus Christ to attract us to him. So the 
first question to ask about any passage in the 
gospels is: "in what way can this build my faith 
in Jesus?"; only after 'carefully considering that 
should you move on to other aspects of the pas
sage (such as behavior changes or doctrines). 

Take a look through Matthew. The first two 
chapters tell about the birth and infancy of Jesus. 
These remind us of the Messianic prophecies, 
and show that, though being God, Jesus becam,e 
part of an ordinary human family. In chapter 8, 
we begin to read of Jesus' healings and miracles -
demonstrating his power over the physical forces 
of the universe. In chapter 13 we find parables 
about God's kingdom: the parable of the sower 
teaches us about Jesus' universal call and oppor
tunity for salvation, the parable of the weeds 
teaches us about God's patience, while other 
parables teach us the great value of the kingdom 
of God. In all these, there are secondary points 
.about our behavior or doctrinal matters, but the 
main point is to attract us to Jesus and his Father. 

3 

A common mistake in studying the gospels to 
make constant comparisons between, one~elf 
and Jesus. These books were not written for that 
purpose, but to build our faith and hope. Jesus 
had a special identity and special mission that 
do not apply to us in exactly the .same way. It is 
in the Epistles that we are expected to turn our 
attention from Jesus' life to our own. 

The Epistles · 
The 21 epistles in the New Testament are the 
portion of the Bible that give us our primary · 
source of direct command and instruction, both 
for doctrinal and behavioral matters. When you 
study such topics, it is to the epistles that you 
should turn first. And, except where there is a 
clear reason to the contrary, every comm·and 
and instruction in the epistles is fully binding on 
each Christian today. In other words, these 
books do not contain simple examples that just 
illustrate 'principles (as in narrative books) but 
are meant as direct instruction. 

For example, we must apply a passage such as 1 
Corinthians 5 exactly as our brothers and sisters 
who first received it were ~xpected to do. This 
passage on church discipline is not simply one 
available option for how to deal with serious 
sin; it is· the, only acceptable procedure for elders 
or a congregation to follow. So our response tb 
teachings in the epi,stles must be different than 
the way we can reflect on material in most of 
the other books of the Bible. 

I 

There is a caution here; you must be careful to 
observe commands in the epistles in their con
text. Do not interpret a Scripture to mean any
thing that it could not have meant in i;s original 
context. , (We'll come back to how to determine 
this later.) 

-Mark Garner 

, 



Family Information 

Greeter Wanted 
We are in need .of an adult lady to help greet vis
itors in the foyer on Sunday a.m. If you are inter
ested please see Helen Lawrence. 

Single Sisters 
Single sisters are invited to Brenda Allen's house 
on Saturday, December 16, 7:30 pm for a tree 

· trimming/ fellowship time. Snacks ar'id drinks are 
provided. Please come. 

December 
3 Baby Shower For Paula Robbins 

2:30 pm At Her Home 
3 Meal Fellowship For Married Adults 

35-50 After Evening Service 
6 SO's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
9 Leadership Meeting 
9 Cookie. Exchange At ~ora Bradley's 

Home, See Bulletin Board For Details 
10 Meal Fellowship For Every Member 

Over Sb Years Of Age After Service 
1 O Book Sale To Benefit COCS 

The Bartons 1 o Weigh Down Workshop General 
Terry and Brenda Moore will be traveling to Information Meeting, Sunday Evening 
Texas over Christmas vacation. They will be 1 O Minutes After Dismissal 
stopping to see Bailey and Sue Barton. If you 14 COCS Christmas Program 7:00 pm 

_.: .would like to send a card or a small package 17 SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
;-*there will be a box labeled "Bailey And Sue" in 17 Book Sale To Benefit COCS 
:r;ot'he foyer .. Put anything. in the box that you would i------------------; 

'like sent to them before December 14th. 

Pre School Teachers Needed 
There is a desperate need for teachers for the pre
school classes for winter quarter. If you can help 
please contact Li~a Kissinger at 476-9701 or 
Jenny Coate at 885-1988 

Please Note 
We mistakenly overlooked Tara Bell in the new 
directory, her address is: 3113 Dorris Ave, 
Columbµs Ohio 43202. Phone-262-7616 ~ 

Bulletin Colo'r 
We have ordered some new colors for future 
use in our bulletin. We have decided to rotate 
colors from time to time-so if we haven't used 
your favorite, we may be using it soon. · 

Contributions 

Last Week 

AvgYTD 

Russia 

AvgYTD 

$4628 

$5076 

$171. 

$265 

Attendance 

Weds 

Sun Class 

Sun AM 

Sun PM 

151 

1·10 

208 

154 -

Services 

Sunday Bible Study ' 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep; Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry .(\1oore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (~14) 475-0161 
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Growing Churches 

Sometimes we are prone to complain about certain inconveniences at 
church. Complaints about children running, crying or talking in wor
ship, passing notes. Compfaints about space, too little parking space, 
seating, or someone is in our place. We complain about money, too 
little, not enough in the church's bank account. Consider for a moment 
that all of these are signs of life and growth. Rather than seeing these as 
reasons for complaints, they should be viewed as signs of a growing 
church. . 

Growing churches are always looking for more room to grow. Dead 
churches do not have a lack of space problem. 

, Growing churches are always changing things. Dead churches do the 
same things over and over, year after year. 

Growing churches have noisy children running in the halls, going to 
class, playing with each.other. Dead churches have lost all of their 
young people from neglect and criticism. 

Growing churches struggle to remember each others' names. Dead 
churches do not have new names, or new faces, or new souls. Just the 
','chosen few." 

Growing churches will often overspend· their budget. Dead churches 
seek security in maintaining a large bank account. 

Growing churches are constantly seeking new and effective ways to 
minister to the lost and to members. Dead churches are comfortable 
with what they have always done. r Nothing is new, and no one is en
couraged or saved. 

Which church do you think the Lord is pleased with? Some of the very , 
things that are the subject of complaints are the results of the way God 
is blessing us. The next time you see that little one, experience a short
age of space, see something change, thank God for the opportunities 
and growth. 

Russel I Cook 



Ser11ing 6od 

BEYOND DEATH 

A sick man turned to his doctor who was 
leaving the room after paying a visit, and 
said, "Doctor, I am-afraid to die. Tell me 
what lies on the other side." 

Very quietly the doctor said, "I don't know." 

"You do not know? You, a Christian man, 
do not know what is on the other side?" 

The doctor was holding the handle of the 
door, from the other side of which came a 
sound of scratching and whining. As he 
opened the door, a dog sprang into the 
room and leaped on him with eager show of 
gladness. 

Turning to the patient, the doctor said, "Did 
you notice that dog? He·has never been in 
this room before. He did not know what 
was inside. He knew hothing except that 
his master was here, and' when the door 
opened he sprang in without fear. I know 
I ittle of what is 6n the other side of death, 
but I do know one thing: I know my Master 
is there, and that is ·enough. And when the 
door opens, I shal I pass through with no 
fear, but with gladness." 

Millington Messenger 

2 

THE SEVEN WARNING SIGNS OF 
SPIRITUAL CANCER 

1. An unusual preoccupation with self; 
conversation about I, me, we, us, mine, and 

I 

ours. 

2. An enlargement in the wallet or bank 
account, without regard for the priorities· of 
God ·or the needs of others. · 

3. A sore feeling of anger or resentment 
that persists and does not heal. 

4. A change in prayer .life and 
attendance at assemblies from regular to 
irregular. 

5. A feeling of hoarseness or uneasiness 
when matters related to God and Jesus and 
the church are mentioned. 

6. lndigesti.on or difficulty in 
swallowing Christian thought or references 
to commitment, evangelism, or stewardship. 

7. A change in size, color, or 
complexion when asked, "Are you actively 
participating in the Lord's church?" 

The Lord's Way 

Growth In Jesus 

KNOWING GOD 
THROUGH HIS WORD: 

FOUNDATIONS OF BIBLE STUDY 
(Week Six) 

The Book of Revelation 
The book of Revelation is unique in the Bible; it 
is often called an apocalyptic, that is, revealing 
or disclosing, book. There are also small por
tions of O.T. prophecy written in the same style, 
using the same symbols, and these prophetic 
books help us to interpr.et Revelation correctly. 
Though· a very encouraging book, Revelation has 
been made needlessly confusing and self
contradictory by the many who misinterpret it. If 
you understand the book's basic purpose, you 
can grasp its most important messages. 

' 

The key to Revelation is its main theme: The Fi
nal· and Complete Victory of Christ. Jesus will be 
victorious in every way at the end of time, and 
even now is i~ full reign over the universe.· Ev
erything in the book illus~rates this in some way, 
and. the seemingly mysterious symbols and im
ages are just tools to enhance the impression of . 
the pow~r and glory that Jesus and his Father 
have. So the book shows such things as Jesus' 
Lordship over the churches, God's power of 
judgement, and the final destruction of each of 
God 's enemies. You can get a lot out of the 
book, even if you can't make out all of the sym
bols, by just looking for how a given passage is 
illustrating the basic theme of the divine victory 
in which we will share. 

Review of Foundations 
You can make your, Bible study more effective 
by taking these simple steps each time you sit 
down to study: 
1) Remember that you a.re reading the Bible to 
know God better; you hold in you~ hand a per
sonal communication from him that he wants 
you to read and understand. The Bible was 
meant for you, not for scholars or trivia experts. 
2} Everything you read in the Scriptures r~lates 
in some way to God's basic message and pur
pose: he created us, he cares for us all, and he 
wants to know us all. 
3) Your Bible study should be a balance of 
broad familiarization and careful analysis. Make 
sure to spend time on both, and to spend time 
meditating on what you read. 
4) There are a few basic types of literature 
(books) in the Bible - get to know which books 
belong in each group, and how to properly use 
each type of book. Learn to use examples 
(narratives) to illustrate principles but not to .bind 
details. Use the gospels to build faith in Jesus 
without being primarily concerned with your 
own life. Learn to regard the instructions in the 
epistles as direct commands form God that 
should be put into practice unhesitatingly. Also 
learn how to correctly use Poetic, Prophetic, 
and Apocalyptic books and passages. ' 
5) Whatever book you are reading from, learn to 
ask yourself which type of book it is, how that 
affects the way you should use it, and begin to 
look as well for what the specific purpose of that 

, book may be, so that you can set the context of 
the passages you read. 

3 

When you have digested these lessons, you are 
ready to move on to the finer points of interpre
tation and application. 

Mark Carner 



Family lnfo1711ation 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in .need of the following 
items: coffee (small instant), spaghetti, jelly, 
canned tomatoes, pudding mix, jello. 
On Wednesday December 20, we would like to 
give frozen turkeys to our clients. If 4 fami'I ies 
would each bring a turkey (please let us know in 
advance), that would meet our need. Thank you. 

Pre-School Teachers Needed 
There is a desperate need for teachers for 
the pre-school classes for winter quarter. If 
you can help please contact Lisa Kissinger 
at 476-9701 or Jenny Coate at 885-1988. 

Special Contribution 
On January 14 we will have a Speeial Contribu
tion to meet many important financial needs. We 
are hoping to have 3 times our normal collection 
that day. 

That's Not My Job 
This is a story about 4 peopl,e name Everybody, 
Somebody, Anybody and Nobody. There was an 

December 
10 Meal Fellowship For Every Member 

Over 50 Years Of Age After Service 
10 Book Sale To Benefit COCS 
10 Weigh Down Workshop General 

lriformation Meeting, Sunday Evening 
10 Minutes After Dismissal 

14 COCS Christmas Program 7:00 pm 
17 50's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
17 Book Sale To" Benefit COCS 
20 SO's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
24 No Evening Services 
27 Devotional-No Adult Classes 

Syn:ipathy 
We want to express our sympathy to the ~font 
and Gillespie families at the death of their 
grandmother 

Puzzle Hints 
Puzzle Hints: (1) The book is FIRST 
CORINTHIANS; (2) There are only a couple 
books of 10 letters, and only one has a letter 
pattern that fits. 

important job to be done and Everybody was 1------------------~ 
Contributions Attendance 

sure that Somebody would do it. Anybody could 
have done it, but Nobody did it. Somebody got 
angry about that, because it was Everybody's job. 
Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but No
body realized that Everyb~dy wouldn't do it. It 
ended up t,hat Everybody blamed Somebody 
when Nobody did what Anybody could have. 

Last Week 

Avg YTD 

Russia 

Avg YTD 

$5545 

. $5085 

$371 

$267 

Weds 142 

Sun Class 151 

Sun AM 241 

Sun PM 154 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, Jo~. Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore, rom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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What Parents Could Have Done 

With some exceptions children become what they sense in their par
ents. To help us understand how true this is, a juvenile probation offi
cer in Galveston, Texas,·actually interviewed teens on their way to re
form school. Fred Green asked each one the question: "What could 
your parents have done to help you?" These were their responses: 

1. Keep your cool. Do not lose your head. in every crisis. Kids 
. ' 

need confidence and a steady hand around. Keep your soul settled. 
2. Do not get hung up on a job that keeps you away from home. 
Fathers, keep .in touch with your kids somehow. Mothers, cut the 
heavy social schedule so you can be home to supervise the children. 
3. Do not get'strung out. Stay away from liquor and sleeping 
pills; Be normal. Be square. 
4. · Bug me a little. Use strict, loving discipline. Sho,w the kids 
who is boss. They want it this way. Do not just let them ride out a 
storm; give them an anchor. 
5. Do not blow your class. Keep the dignity of parenthood. Stay 
on the pedestal your kids have put you·on. Do not dress, act, or swing 
like the teens do. ~ -
6. Light me a candle. Show your children the way to faith. Give 
them the security of a living faith. 
7. Take the world off my shoulders. Share your kid's problems. 
Talk about morals, life, love, eternity, beauty, peace of mind and values 
with them. Help them believe the world is a good place in which to 
'live. · 

8. Shake me up. P
0

unish me when I first go wr~ng. Tell me why. 
Convince me that more severe measures will come if I transgress agai'n 
in the same manner. Do not punish me just in anger, though. 
9. Call my bluff. Stand firm on what is right, even when your kid 
threatens to run away from home, become a delinquent, or drop out of 
school. Stay in there with him, and the bluffing will cease in 98 percent 
of the cases. · 
10. Be honest with me. All the time tell the truth. Praise when you 
see good. 

These answers should give every parent an insight into what their chil
dren really need. 

I 

Clarence Deloach, Jr., The Edifier 
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"THE CATERER SAYS SH~LL DO THE CLEANUP. BUT 

THERcS A SPECIAL CHARGE FOR THE WALL.• 
SEE DANIEL '5:5. 24-25. 
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Family Fun 

CRYPTO-SCRI PTU RES 

These puzzles are verses from the Bible written in code. To solve them, you have to determine 
what actual letter each letter of code stands for. Each puzzle consists of an encoded passage, with 
the name of the book (also in code) ·it comes from at the end of the quote. 

There is no "pattern" to the codes. That is, if "A" stands for "B" in a particular puzzle, that does not 
mean that"B" stands for "C". The only things you have to work from are the letters and words 
themselves. ,Also, there is a new code for each puzzle. So, if "A" stands for "B" in one puzzle, it 

' 
will not stand for "B" in the next one. 

HINTS on s~lving Crypto-Scriptures: Do them in pencil! Solving them will involve some trial and 
error. In many of the puzzles, you can guess the name of the book, which is in code, and that wil I 
help you fill in many letters in the 'passage itself. 'For any one letter word, try "I" or "a". Three 

I , 

letter words in these puzzles will often be "and", "the", or "God". Once you have some of the 
letters in a word, try to guess what the whole word can be, and test yol:lr guess by filling in the 
letters you guessed in other words. 

PUZZLES 

(1) (Easy) EJMPM ZPM OXAAMPMBE FXBOL WA TXAEL, GSE EJM LZCM 

L YXPXE. EJMPM ZPM OXAAMPMBE FXBOL WA LMPNXQM, GSE EJM 

LZCM HWPO. - AXPLE QWPXBEJXZBL . 

' 
(2) (Medium) "P. JH KVS JTLVJ JWE KVS XHSBJ," MJDM KVS TXQE BXE, 

I 

"FVX PM 'JWE FVX FJM, JWE FVX PM KX YXHS, -KVS JTHPBVKD." 

- QSASTJKPXW 
"There are hints to' this week's puzzles on the back page! The answers, and new puzzles; will 
appear next week. -Mark Carner 

3 



Family Information 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following 17 
items: coffee (smal I instant), spaghetti, jelly, 17 
canned tomatoes, pudding mix, jello. 20 
On Wednesday December 20, we would like to 21 
give frozen turkeys to our clients. If 4 families 24 
would each bring a turkey (please let us know in 27 
advance), that would meet our need. Thank you. 31 

Special Contribution 
On January 14 we will have a Special Contribu
tion to meet many important financial needs. We 
are hoping to have 3 times our normal collection 
that day. 

Christmas Caroling 

Calendar 
December 

SO's Plus "Eat Out Sunday" 
Book Sa.le To Benefit COCS 
SO's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Caroling At Ryan And Chasity Wilbur's 
No Evening Services 
Devotional-No Evening Classes 
Adult Gala At Sadicka Thomas's, See 
Bulletin For Details 

Puzzle Hints 

If you are interested in christmas caroling and 
chili, be at Ryan and Chasity Wilbur's home 
(4690 Glendon Rd.) on Thursday December 
21st. Chi Ii pot I uck starts at 6:00 pm with caroling 
following. See Ryan· and Chasity or Greg and 
Kathy Hunt for directions. or more details. ' 

PUZZLE HINTS: (3) The book is FIRST KINGS; 
(4) "LCJ" = GOD. 

Adult Gala 
Ring in th~ new year and rejoice in the Lord I Contributions Attendance 

always. A new year~s ·eve adult gala at SadiCka I Last Week $5323 Weds 121 
Thomas's ho.me. See bulletin board for more 
details and directions. 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

I Avg YTD $5090 Sun Class 126 

Russia $306 Sun AM 201 

AvgYTD $268 Sun PM 91 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughmaq, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou. 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The L.ord's Hand Of Restraint 
"For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me ... " (Ps. 32:4). 

Many familiar figures from the Word of God experienced periods during their 
"ministry" when, to the outside observer, it would appear that they were not 
fulfilling their calling from God. " . 

Joseph had ,been given a dream by God confirming that one day men would 
give obei.sance to him, yet he spent some thirteen long years in Egyptian 
bondage, even sinking fo the depths of prison confinement for a time, Moses, 
though he had been informed by God that he would be the deliverer of God's 
people from Egyptian· bondage, nevertheless spent forty years on the backside 
of the deserts of Midian. David was anointed as king over all of Israel, yet for 
many years he had to hide from the murderous King Saul. The Apostle Paul 
spent three years in Arabia receiving the revelation of God before beginning 
his ministry to the Gentiles. Even the Lord Jesus Christ spent His first thirty 
years living in relati,ve obscurity before embarking on His ministry. 

One might wonder why God would call these men to perform great and 
. mighty deeds in His name and then require them to experience such lengthy. 
periods of inactivity, seemingly unable to fulfill their calling. Even in the pre
sent day, many who have a calling upor:i their lives and who are truly commit
ted to walking by the Spirit may find themselves hedged about. They are un
able to find an open door of utterance. Their spiritual gifts are ignored by oth
ers. They have to stand by and watch others "mess up" in ministering, when 
they could do it so well. They hunger, and indeed implore, God to give them 
"spiritual work." Yet their shining hour seems to be long delayed. They may 
even despair that perhaps they did not correctly hear God's call. 

But, as David declared, "day and night thy hand was heavy upo'n me." Each of 
the lord's ministers and every Christian worker must learn to recognize God's 
hand of restraint when it is upon them. Those who truly desire to do the work 
which God has ordained for them will find that God will necessarily place His 
hand of restraint upon them for a time. The period of time may vary. The 
weight of His hand upon the individual may vary. But this experience is of in
calculable value. God must teach His servants how to walk after His spirit. 
Their ears must be trained to hear His voice. Their spirits must be able to dis
cern what work is of God and what is not of God. That which appears·laud
able to men, may in God's.eyes be "wood, hay, and stubble" which will ulti
mately be burned up when tr'ied by fire (1 Cor. 3:12). 

The Lord's hand of restraint is there to discipline, to hold in check the too
eager worker. The period bf ti'me spent seemingly without fruit is necessary so 
that the minister or worker will come to recognize the feel of God's hand of 
restraint. Josepbine Miller 



Se1·1ting 6od 

December 25? 

In this month's issue of Focus on the 
Family magazine a reader poses the 
following question: 

, , "Doesn't our celebration of 
Christmas have some roots in pagan 
religious practices? How do you feel 
about Christians participating in that 
sort of thing?" 

Dr. Dobson's replies •.. 

"It's true that the. timing of our 
modern Christmas season coincides 
with that of an ancient Roman 
festival, the S~turnalia. Ther~'s even 
an historicat connection between the 
two. In the fourth century, Emperor 
Constantine dedared Christianity the: 
official religion of the Roman Empire 
and outlawed alL pagan religious 
practices. , , 

But it seems Constantine also had 
a fair understanding of human nature 
and was. something of a diplomat. 
He didn't want the public outcry that 
would be sure to result if he simply 
banned the Saturnalia. He declared 
that the festivities should continue , 
from year to year, but be given a new 
meaning. The old pagan holiday was 
transformed into a celebration of the 
birth of Jesus Christ -- the most 

2, 

I 

important ~vent in human history! In 
time, the old pagan associations 
faded and were eventually forgotten. 

Despite the secular origins of the 
Chr'istmas holiday, I am not troubled 
by its celebration. I do understand 
why other believers are, and I respect 
their point of view. To my mind, it's 
what you make of the event that 
counts - as the old Emperor seems to 
have understood well. , 

I seriously doubt that many of us 
today are' in much danger of being 
lured into the worship of Roman -
deities. For us, a much more serious 
threat is posed by the gods of 
materialism and secularism, who 
have so successfully established 
themselves on what Constantine 
intended to- be holy ground. 

But it doesn't have to be that 
way. For our family, Christmas has 
traditionally been one of the spiritual 
highlights of the year, as well as the 
focal point of.many treasured 

• memories. It is my opinion that this 
holy ,holiday can be the same for any 
family that chooses to make it so." 

I thought the above answer was wel I-put. It 
reminded me· of the princ;iples given in such 
passages as Romans 14:5 -8 and Colossians 
2:16-17. Have a great holiday season. 

Ray Thbrne 

-

Family Fun 

CRYPTO-SCRIPTURES 
These puzzles are verses from the Bible written in code. To solve them, you have to determine · 
what actual letter each .letter of code stands for. Each puzzle consists of an encoded passage, with 
the name of the book it comes from at the end of the quote (the name of the book is also in code). 

There is no "pattern" to the codes. That is, if "A" stands for "B" in a particular puzzle, that does not 
, mean that "B" stands for "C". The only things you have to wor.k from are the letters and words 

themselves. Also, there is a new code for each puzzle; So, if "A" stands for "B" in one puzzle, it 
will not stand for "B" in the next one. 

HINTS on solving Crypto~Scriptures: ·oo them in pencil! Solving .them will involve some trial and .. 
error. In many of the puzzles, you can guess the name of the book, which is in code, and that will 
help you fill in many letters in the passage itself. For any one letter word, try "I" or "a". Three-letter 
words in these puzzles ~ill often be "and", "the", or "God". Use' words you have part of to try to 
get new letters of the code. , 

PUZZLES 

(3) (Easy-Medium) BTN BDIP LTQTETV FZLNTE OVN IPJG BJPD.O ZVLZBMO, 

DVN D WJPDNOM TA HVNPJLODVNZVB DL EPDLHJPQPLL DL OMP 

LDVN TV OMP LPDLMTJP. - AZJ.LO CZVBL 

(4) (Medium) WXJ LCJ AWPJ "HTB BVTET QT HPLVB, "WXJ BVTET OWA 

HPLVB. LCJ AWO BVWB BVT HPLVB OWA LCCJ, WXJ VT ATZWEWBTJ 

BVT HPLVB IECS BVT JWEMXTAA . . -LTXTAPA 

Last week's answers: 1) There are different .kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different 
kinds of service, but the same Lord. - First Corinthians (12:4-5) 2) "(am the Alpha and the Omega," 
says the Lord God, "Who is and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty." - Revelation (1 :8) 
There are hints to this week's puzzles on the back page! The answers, and new puzzles, will 
appear next week. -Mark Garner 
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Food Pantry Help! 
\ 

December 
The Food Pantry is in desperate need of workers! I 24 
Please do your part and sign up today on the ,27 

31 ' 

·No Evening Services 
Devotionai-No Adult-Classes 
No Evening Services sheet on the bulletin board in the foyer for 1996!· 

Special Contribution 
January On January 14 we will have a Special Contribu-

tion to meet many important financial needs. We I 3 
are' hoping to have 3 times our normal collection 

Devotional And Sign Up For New 
Classes 
Elders/ Deacons Meeting 
Kickoff '96 Retreat 
Special Contribution 

Central Ohitf'Ghristian School 
Parents and friends have the opportunity to help 
our Russian Student Exchange program by con
tributing children's clothes and maternity clothes 
plus books, games and toys to Once Upon A 
Child/Once Upon A Mom for resale. Mrs. 
Donna Peterson, who works for Once Upon A 
Child, will collect the articles on Saturday, Jan-
uary 27, 1996 in the school annex. The collec-
tion time is 10 a.m.-12 noon. C.0.C.S. will re-
ceive the proceeds that will go into the Russian 
savings account tq pay for airline tickets. Bring 
your clean and in good repair items! Clean out 
the closet! Help our five students go to Siberia. 

·Youth Group 
The youth group is in desperate need of drivers 
and or chaperones for the Youth Retreat they are 
attending in Huntington West Virginia.There are 
17-kids signed up to attend and only 2 drivers. 
We will be leaving·:Wednesda_,y Dec.ember 27th 
at 10:00 am and will be returning Friday Decem
ber 29th around noon. If you can help please see 
Mark or Diane Morris today. 

9 
12-13 
14 
20 
22 

COCS Spelling Bee At Bellefontaine 
Girl's Night Out 

27 Baby Shower For Cheryl Muir 2:00pm 
At Lora Bradley's Home . 

PUZZLE HINTS: (5) The book 
MATTHEW; ( 6) The first word is WHEN 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $4910' Weds · 130 

Avg YTD $5087 : Sun Class 141 

Russia $254 Sun AM 240 

Avg vro $267 Sun PM 113 

· Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 

, 7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt; Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, Jo~ Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, Dav.id McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

"'orthland Church of Christ: 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Hands Of Jesus 

The Hands that took the loaves and broke and blessed 

The Hands that hushed the sea and put if quietly to rest 

The Hands that took the spittle and the clay, _placed 'it on blinded 

eyes and made them see 'the day 

The Hands that stooped and wrote on Sqndy floor; accusers .fled; 

she went to sin no more 

/ 

The Hand~ that raised to beckon Lazarus from his grave 

Were those same Hands that bled, my soul to save. 

-Juanita Jones-Grabigel 



Fa1ni/y Time 

BETHLEHEM INN 

~.~ · 
'"THERE JUST WA5NT ROOM FOR THAT COUPLE 

FROM NAZARETH. A HUNDRED YEARS FROM NOW. 
WHAT DIFFERENCE WILL IT MAKE?" SEE Lutc.E 2:7. 
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Family Fun 

CRYPTO-SCRIPTURES (Third Set) 

These puzzles are verses from the Bible written in code. To solve them, you have to deter_mine what 
actual letter each letter of code stands for. Each puzzle consists of an encoded passage, with the 

1= name of the book it co~es· from at the end of the quote (the. name of the book is also in code). 

• • 

There is no "pattern" to the codes. That is, if "A" stands for "B" in a particular puzzle, that does not 
mean that "B" stands for "C". The only things you have to work from are the letters and words 
themselves. Also, there is a new code for each puzzle. So, .if "A" stands for "B" in one puzzle, it 
will not stand for "B" in the next one. 

HINTS on solving Crypto-Scriptu-res: Do them in pencil! Solving them will involve some trial and 
error. Try to guess the name of the book, which will help you fill in many letters in the passage itself. 
For any one letter word, try "I" or "a". Three-letter words in these puzzles will often l;>e "and", "the", 
or "God''. Use words you have part of to try to get new letters of the code. 

PUZZLES 

(5) (Easy) "YFV BNXZNO ANCC UV ANYF MFNCH DOH ANCC ZNBV 

UNXYF YG 1J TGO, DOH YFVE ANCC MDCC FNS NSSDOJVC" - AFNMF 

SVDOT, "ZGH ANYF JT." - SDYYFVA 

(6) (Hard) CLSF ALS WFESXQ LWR XSBA ALSH WFR EMFS PFAM LSWGSF, 
I .• ~'>~ 

ALS QLSDLSORQ QWPR AM MFS WFMALSO, "XSA'Q EM AM ZSALXSLSH 

WFR QSS ALPQ ALPFE ALWA . LWQ LWDDSFSR ... " - XNVS 

Last week's answe~s: 3) Cod gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a breadth of 
understanding as measureless as the sand on the seashore. - First Kings (4 :29) 4) And Cod said 
"Let there be light." Cod saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the 
darkness. - Genesis (1 :3-4)There are hin(s to this week's puzzles on the back page! The answers, 
and new puzzles, will appear next week. ' -Mark Carner 
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Family Information 
Food Pantry 

- The Food Pantry served 941 people in 1995 
The Food Pantry is in need of the follo~ing 

- - !" ~-=---=--=-- -----=·- _- -

" • r- - _ :ca/endar - I 
I .. I .. 1 

31 

December 
Adult Gala At Sadicka Thomas's, See 
Bulletin For Details 

items: coffee (instant), spaghetti, spaghetti sauce, 
jelly, paper towels, kleenex, pancake mix, syrup. 
The Food Pantry is in desperate need of workers! I 3 
please do your part and sign up today on the 

January 
Devotional And Sign Up For New 
Classes 

sheet on the bulletin board in the foyer for 1996. 

Special Contribution 
On January 14 we wi 11 have a Special Contribu
tion to meet many important financial needs. We 
are hoping to have 3 times our normal collection 
that day. 

Adult Gala 
Ring in the new year and rejoice in the Lord 
always. A new year's eve adult gala at Sadicka 
Thomas's home. See bulletin board for more 
details and directions: 

Thank You 
Thanks to all who volunteered to teach and as
sistin the pre-school classes for winter quarter 
and this past year. It's great to have enough 
teachers and assistants available so that some can 
take a break and perhaps be ready later to teach 
again and allow others to take a break. It's also 
wonderful to have others who continue on tire
lessly, quarter after quarter, teaching and demon
strating God's love to the little ones. there will 
never be too many volunteers, of course, so if 
you can help in this area in future quarters, you'll 
be welcomed. 

3 
9 
12-13 
14 
17 
20 
21 
22 
27 

·50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
Elders/ Deacons Meeting 7:00pm 
Kickoff '96 Retreat 
Special Contribution 
50's Plus Meeting In The Annex 
COCS Spelling Bee At Bellefontaine 
50's Plus "~atOut Sunday" 
Girl's Night Out 
Baby Shower For Cheryl Muir 2:00pm 
At Lora Bradley's Home 

PUZZLE HINTS: (7) The first two words are I 
AM; (8) The book is PHILIPPIANS; (9) The 
book is JOSHUA 

Contributions 

Last Week 

AvgYTD 

Russia · 

Avg YTD 

$5251 

$509.0 

$248 

$267 

Attendance 

Weds 88 

Sun Class 

Sun AM 188 

Sun PM 

Services 

Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday Evening 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Gene Prince, Ray Thome 
De~cons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence; Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore, Tom Barnhardt 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus, OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Should Signs Be Sought 
(Part One) 

Why is it that God, in the history of His dealing with mankind, did 
give signs on a number of occasions? It was because He knew that it 
would be for the good of those with whom He was dealing. 

Take Moses, for instance. When God called him to undertake the 
great work of bringing the chosen people out of Egypt and conducting 
them into the Promised Land, He performed miracles to assure Moses that 
he was truly called of God. Such signs or miracles are always the authenti
cation of a call that God gives. The Greek word for "sign" is semeion. It 
means a finger pointing at some other purpose. God does not do miracles 
for their own sake, but for the sake of achieving His purposes. 

For instance, in Exodus 4:6 and 7, the Lord told Moses to put his 
hand into his bosom and when he took it out it was leprous, white as snow. 
Then he was told to thrust it into his bosom again and again he removed it, 
and lo, it was whole as the other. 

In Exodus 4:3 and 4, we read that God told Moses to cast his rod 
upon the earth, and the rod became a serpent. And when God told him to 
take it by the tail, it stiffened· into a rod again. 

Signs Given to Gideon 
We also find a sign that God performed for Gideon, in Judges 6:36-

40. When Gideon was commanded to go against the Midianite oppressors 
.of Israel, he put out a fleece and God caused it to be wet when all around 
was dry; then the sign was reversed, so that all around was saturated with 
moisture and the fleece was dry. 

These men were called to exercise faith for a peculiar task that was 
difficult and superhuman. Therefore, in order that God might persuade 
them that He was with them in the task to which He had called them, He 
gave them signs. He also gave His servants signs and wonders to 
strengthen them. In Moses' case, God took the initiative. In Gideon's, H_e 
did it in answer to Gideon's prayers for a sign. 

Under the gospel dispensation, it is by faith, not by special signs, 
that we are called upon to believe. Jesus Christ, the Son of righteousness, 
is here. In the risen Christ, we have the ultimate. To add more signs 
would be to hold a candle to the sun, or pour water into the ocean . 

Signs have been given, and yet, for the most part, they have not 
wrought faith in those who have seen them. Therefore, there is no neces
sary connection between a person's seeing signs and consequently believ
ing that which the signs attest, unless the Lord gave them in the knowledge· 
that those who saw them would believe. -Spiros Zodhiates 

(to be continued) 
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Se1·14ng 6od 

JUST FOR TQDA Y 

Lord for tomorrow and its needs 
I do not pray; 

Keep me, my god, from stain of sin, 
Just for today. 

Now set a seal upon my lips, 
For this I pray; 

Keep me from wrong or idle words, 
J,ust for today. 

Let me be slow to do my will, 
Prompt to obey, 

And keep me, guide me, use me, Lord, 
Just for today. · 

WHAT CAN YOU DO ABOUT TODAY 

Author Unknown 

YOU CAN SAY A KIND WORD. You speak about 4800 words per day, why not devote some of 
them to kindness? 

YOU CAN ENCOURAGE SOMEONE JO TRY AGAIN. Since there ar,e so many failures about you, 
why not burden someone with your conf!dence. Such a "burden" could provide the "emotional 
calisthenics" to get him back in shape too succeed. 

YOU CAN ALLOW GOD TO SPEAK TO YOU. Instead of having a "sound proof" head, spend 
some time in careful Bible study. ' 

You can be great or you can remain just another insignificant human being feeling sorry for himself. 
How be great? Jesus said, "but whoever would be great among you must be your serVant." (Matt. 
20:26) 

Virgil P. Trout (Dallas, Texas) 
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Family Fun 

CRYPTO-SCRIPTURES (Fourth Set) 

These puzzles are verses from the Bi.ble written in code. To solve them, you have to determine what 
actual letter each letter of code stands for. Each puzzle consists of an encoded passage, with the 
name of the book it comes from at the end of the quote (the name of the book is also in code). 

For further hints and.instructions on solving Crypto-Scriptures, see other recent bulletins. 

PUZZLES 

(7) (Easy) R QE BSV ARDV; FWP QZV BSV XZQDUSVM. RL Q EQD ZVEQRDM 

RD EV QDH R RD . SRE, SV CRGG XVQZ EPUS LZPRB. - OWSD' 

(8) (Medium) OQMB DT NDJ HBDJZP ZDDX ADE DAZN ED NDJC - OKA 

RAEOCOHEH, YJE QZHD ED EBO RAEOCOHEH 01 DEBOCH. - VBRZRVVRQAH 

(9) (Hard) UBZK UBZ QWCS LPTS UW AWLBFP, "LZZ, T BPNZ SZQTNZCZS 

AZCTXBW TKUW OWFC BPKSL, PQWKJ ETUB TUL GTKJ PKS TUL DTJBUTKJ 

YZK." -AWLBFP 

Last week's answers: 5) "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call 
him Immanuel" - which means, "Cod with us." - Matthew (11:23); 6) When the angels had left them 
and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has happened ... " - Luke (2: 15) 

There are hints to this week's puzzles on the back page! The answers, and new puzzles, will 
appear next week. - -Mark Carner 
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