
Family /11formatio11 
Contributions Attendance 

Last Week 9682.64 Weds 150 

Avg YTD 6083.52 Sun Class 108 

Budget 6100.00 Sun AM 167 

,, . Sun PM 75 

~raise the Lord 

~ I will extol the Lord with 
all my heart 

in the council of the upright in 
the assembly. 

Great are the works of the Lord; 
they are pondered by all who 

delight in them. 
Glorious and majestic are his deeds, 

and his righteousness endures 
forever. 

He has caused his wonders to be 
remembered; 

the Lord is gracious and 
compassionate. · 

He provides food for those who 
fear him; 

he remembers his covenant forever. 

Cale11dar 
January 

8 Small Group Leaders Workshop 
9 Deacons' Meeting, E42, 8 a.m. 
10 Informational Meeting on Outcome 

Based Education, Charisma Academy 
4099 Karl Road, 7:30pm 

16 Elders/Deacons' Meeting, E42, 8 a.m. 
17 Youth Ski Trip, See David McDaniel 
19 Parents' Support Group, E44, 7 p.m. 
20 Winter Training Series begins at Fishinger 

and Kenny congregation. See the bulletin 
board for details. 

27 Winter Training Series continues. 
February 

3 Winter Training Series continues. 
5 T eachersN outh Workers Appreciation 
6 Scarlet Small Group Leaders Meeting, 

30 minutes after services, Annex 
10 Winter Training Series continues. 
13 Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
13 Gray Small Group Leaders Meeting, 

30 minutes after services, Annex. 
· 16 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7:00 p.m. 
17 Winter Training Series continues. 
18-19Youth and Family Workshop, 

Reynoldsburg 
20 Elders/Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
24 Winter Training Series concludes. 
26 COCS Spaghetti Dinner, Annex 
27 Scarlet Small Group Leaders Meeting, 30 

minutes after services, Annex. 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene 
Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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We Are Blessed ... Indeed! 
A Look Ahead at Northland's Plans for 1994 

~ / t's probably difficult for us to think back to December 31, 
~ 1992 because so much has changed for Northland since 

then. We were struggling under an enormous debt load which 
left some bills languishing too long and each Lord's Day 
contribution critical. Our focus was not on spiritual matters because 
physical matters were too distracting. We had made some plans for 
the Lord's work, but found ourselves, for the most part, incapable of 
executing them. 

Only God could change an overwhelming concern into a 
distant memory! God chose to 
bless us beyond our "For I know the plans I 
imagination. He sent us a man, have for you" declares the 
Jim Shewmaker, of Amarillo, " ' . 
Texas, who first showed us, Lord, plans to prosper you 
then led us, out from under and not to harm you, plans 
crippling debt. God then tested • h d 
our hearts to see what we . to give you ope an . a 
would do when freed from future. Then you will call 
such bondage. We pray that upon me and come and 
9ur response has been • 
acceptable and glori fy ing to pray to me, and I will 
Him. Our aid to needy listen to you." 
Christians has mul t iplied, whil e ------------
we have increased our food pant ry min istry to all w ho came to us 
w ith needs. We have improved the facilit ies we use to proclaim the 
gospel at our building ... the audio and visual systems. We have 
improved the financial situation of our minister and staff members. 
We have supported more intense work in our Youth and Young 
Marrieds ministries. We have upgraded our print/communications 
ministry. A new emphasis on ministry in song was undertaken with 
the Joyful Noise and the Northland Singers . 

A few weeks ago, Northland's leadership met to plan for 1994. 
We would like to ~hare with you some of the thoughts we have for 
glorifying God here in 1994. 

(Continued on page 2) 



(Continued from page I) 

• We appointed a search team to 
develop a job description for a second 
evangelist at Northland and then to find an 
individual to do that job. They are targeting 
mid-1994 to have this person here and 
functioning. 

• We want to improve our adult 
education effort. A select group spanning the 
entire adult age spectrum will develop 
curricula, optimum teaching/learning 
methods, and special class needs. A "pilot" 
class exploring one alternative approach wi 11 

begin first quarter 1994. 

• Now that we have much larger 
printing capability, we hope to not only 
improve publications for local use, but also 
for sharing writing and editorial talents 
throughout the Brotherhood. If God wills, 
Northland Press, will become a rich resource 
for teaching, inspirational and thought
provoking pamphlets, tracts, and books 
printed in both English and other languages. It 
is expected to begin with a Visitor's Welcome 
Packet for Northland. 

• Our youth work at Northland is to be 
boosted in two ways. First we are grateful to 
David and Cheryl McDaniel, who are 
undertaking - on their own - to strengthen 
their education and skills in youth work via 
correspondence. We have asked several 
brothers to work with David on a "mentoring" 
program designed to "pair up" our young 
people with those older Christians who can 
share their lives (time) and some individual 
attention with some of our young people who 
cannot have these needs met in their current 

circumstances. Second, David is developing a 
Bible Study class at the Youth Detention 
Center of Franklin County. 

• Benevolence has always been a 
priority at Northland and, with God's help, 
our deacons will step-up our efforts in 1994. 
We not only feed the hungry with food, but 
also try to feed their spirits with the gospel. 
Funding for needs among our number will 
also be increased. 

• Financially, we intend to make 
significant in-roads into repaying those loans 
which replaced a portion of our recalled 
bonds. It will, or course, depend upon 
member contribution, but we have committed 
45% of our income toward retiring these 
loans and repayment of our new bonds. We 
challenge the body to continue in their 
sacrificial giving so we may do God's work 
most effectively. 

As we are admonished in James 4:15, "If 
the Lord wills ... " to grant us 1994, we expect 
to undertake these things. Because little is 
said here about our pulpit ministry, our 
fellowship plans, and others ... it doesn't mean 
they are forgotten, or even of less importance. 
We have simply chosen to emphasize certain 
efforts in this article. Clearly, we will preach 
the Word of God boldly, encourage strong 
fellowship and close relationships among the 
body and seek and save the lost... these are as 
fundamental to our existence as the Body of 
Christ as they were when Jesus walked among 
us. May God grant us the same desire to do 
His will and complete His work as Jesus 
Christ demonstrated to us! 

W. Bailey Barton 

2 

The Truth Abo11t ... 

THE TRUTH ABOUT OUR 
SOCIETY AND CULTURE 

(Week Two) 

Basic Conflicts Between Jesus and the World 
Let us first try to understand the roots of the 

struggle between God's people and the forces of 
this world. We will discuss perspectives on 
i) the source of power and authority, ii) the 
purpose of our lives, and iii) religion. 

Basic Conflict I - Source of Power & Authority 
The world would like to believe that there 

is no absolute source or standard for power and 
authority, whereas the believer accepts that God 
created the universe and thus that God has 
complete authority in it. Our society, in 
particular, would like to do away with any 
objective standards of behavior or thought, and 
there are many who promote this goal as the 
way to happiness and peace. The Christian 
must take great care not to be enticed by the 
world's offer of the tempting but deceptive 
results that come from weakening God's 
authority. 

There are many teachings in the Scriptures 
that directly contradict our society's values, and 
unfortunately, even in the church, many 
formulate what Paul called "fine sounding 
arguments" to make believers feel better about 
compromising God's teaching on topics such as 
materialism, women's role in the church, 
inappropriate forms of entertainment, and sexual 
behavior. 

Worldly society bolsters its deceptive 
teachings by producing a great number of 
"experts" (politicians, professors, lawyers, 

writers), who meet the world's arbitrary 
standards of authority, and who proclaim that 
they have studied this or that issue and are sure 
that their answers are correct. They may 
produce lengthy reports or complex laws that 
we "lay people" are supposed to stand in awe 
of. They may speak with many unfamiliar terms 
or technical language to convince us that they 

are true experts ------------
not to be "See that what you have 
challenged. heard from the beginning 
13ut most of remains in you. If it does, 
these people 1 .11 . . 

I t I you a so wt remain in are os sou s - • 
God w ill send the Son and in the 
them to hell for Father. And this is what 
eternity. How he promised us - even 
intelligent is it eternal life." -John , 
to live your life 
in such a way 
that God will condemn you to hell? (Study Luke 
9:23-26.) Most of these human experts are 
broken crutches who should not be trusted. 

With philosophers or politicians, it is 
normal and appropriate to accept what seems 
true and to dissent from what doesn't seem 
right. But we may not do this with the Bible, 
because God is not a fallible human - everyth ing 
he says is true. You may not want to agree with 
what God says, but his Word is still true. (This 
can be a great challenge to our pride and egos!) 
If your goal is to be a Christian and still fit in 
with the world around you, you might as well 
just go back to the world now - if you don't take 
strong stands now it wi 11 just get harder, not 
easier. On the other hand, the believer who 
unreservedly accepts God's Word is guaranteed 
the ful I benefit of the wisdom of the creator of 
the universe. -Mark Carner, December 1993 



Fa1nily /11formation 
Contributions 

Last Week 6259.68 

Avg YTD 6259.68 

Budget 6100.00 

(Continued from page 2) 

Attendance 

Weds 

Sun Class 

Sun AM 

169 

178 

292 

Sun PM "· 158 

specific ways in which to bring about change. Re
cently, we noticed that our son, Matthew, was feel
ing insecure after our move a few months ago. As a 
result, he was drawing back from the other children 
in our neighborhood and was reluctant to go out for 
the soccer team. We spent extra time and prayer : 
with him, discussing the hurt he felt in being sepa
rated from his friends and used examples such as 
Abraham to help him see our new mission. He soon 
began to see his role in our family's evangelism and 
began sharing with his friends as well as becoming a 
real standout on the soccer team. The other night he 
told Shelly, my wife, that he hoped he could live to 
be 109. "Why 109?" she asked. Matthew replied, 
"Because that's how long it will take to plant all the 
churches I plan to in the different countries." 

Let us never forget the gift God has entrusted us 
with in our children and our responsibility to them 
as parents. Be urgent each day to help mold, shape, 
direct and influence their spiritual lives - it's an in
vestment that will yield great rewards! 

- Greg Metten 

Cale11dar 
January 

9 Deacons' Meeting, E42, 8 a.m. 
10 Informational Meeting on Outcome 

Based Education, Charisma Academy 
4099 Karl Road, 7:30pm 

16 Elders/Deacons' Meeting, E42, 8 a.m. 
17 Youth Ski Trip, See David McDaniel 
19 Parents' Support Group, E44, 7 p.m. 
20 Winter Training Series begins at Fishinger 

and Kenny congregation. See the bulletin 
board for details. 

27 Winter Training Series continues. 

February . 

3 Winter Training Series continues. 
5 Teachers/Youth Workers Appreciation 
6 Scarlet Small Group Leaders Meeting, 

30 minutes after services, Annex 
10 Winter Training Series continues. 
13 Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
13 Gray Small Group Leaders Meeting, 

30 minutes after services, Annex. 
16 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7:00 p.m. 
17 Winter Training Series continues. 
18-19Youth and Family Workshop, 

Reynoldsburg 
20 Elders/Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
24 Winter Training Series concludes. 
26 COCS Spaghetti Dinner, Annex 
27 Scarlet Small Group Leaders Meeting, 30 

minutes after services, Annex. 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene 
Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A Nation of Whiners 
cRiJ o everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may 

become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a 
crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the 
universe." Philippians 2:14-15 

We gripe, complain, fuss, whine. Shame on us. Since the church is 
in the world it has also been addicted. The local church, preacher, 
elders, etc., are bashed at will. They are an open target for one and all. 
This is sin. This is mutiny. Take heed lest we devour ourselves. Are 
you one? Have you though you were not? Herein are four kinds: 

(1) THE WHINER. No one intends to be a complainer. No one like 
complainers. Then why did we become one? Whining. We start out 
socializing with gripes. We listen, listen, listen. Then we catch it. We, 
too, start fussing. It begins with 
nitpicking, petty judging, deception. 
Nothing suits us. It is all over nothing. 
In time we are expert gripers. We are 
negative. We tear down - never build 
up. Our job at church is to fuss, throw 
our weight around. 

c'There is no beautifier 
of complexion, or form, 
, or behavior, like the 
wish to scatter joy and 

not pain around us." 
(2) THE MARTYR. Since judges are -Ralph Waldo Emerson 

extra special, then one is insulted · 
when challenged, overruled. "They will not listen to me." Others 
receive awards that should be given me. Hurt feelings is the churchs' 
biggest sins. "We go on a mad," withhold our contribution. 
REMEMBER. No one will go to heaven mad, upset, having a Pity Party. 

(3) THE CYNIC. As one ages whining turns into cynicism. The 
world is changing; things didn't turn out as we planned. No older 
person can be thrilled with their maturity, purity, goodness. Age 
humbles. Age will cause us to repent or get cynical. So we withdraw, 
quit, become bitter. Bitterness eats our lunch. 

(4) THE PERFECTIONIST. Excellence is wonderful; perfectionalism 
is futile. Some could not be happy in heaven. Some are so blessed yet 
do not know it. We are the most blessed nation on earth. The church 
is God's blessed family. Many don't deserve the elders and preachers 
they have. We live in an imperfect world, serve in an imperfect 
church. BE A STAR! 

Charles Hodge 



For the Fa1nily 

My Son, Pay Attention 

c\3) owe really understand how little time we 
have been given to instill in our children a 
healthy respect and love for God? This 

thought struck me recently after I had prayed 
with my children and watched them drift off to sleep. 

As parents, we play such a vital role in determin
ing our children's spiritual path and often underesti
mate the importance of our involvement with them 
on a daily basis. Training in any area of life involves 
daily commitment, sacrifice and perseverance in or
der to succeed. Training our children to be godly is 
no different; it is accomplished a little each day and 
involves a number of decisions on our part: 

Be urgent: "My son, pay attention to what I say; 
Listen closely to my words. Do not let them out of 
your sight, keep them within your heart; for they are 
life to those who find them and health to a man's 
whole body" (Proverbs 4:20-22). 

Solomon, in all his wisdom, knew the importance 
of teaching his children about god. We as parents 
must understand that we are involved in a spiritual 
battle and must therefore "make the most of every 
opportunity" as a myriad of activities and circum
stances threaten to interfere with the training of our 
children. 

Satan would have us believe that we have plenty 
of time. After all, your children will be with you ap
proximately 18 years, so why the rush? We need to 
understand that every moment spent is vital to our 
children's spiritual well being. This is particularly 
true when it comes to discipline. "Discipline your 
son, for in that there is hope; do not be a willing 
party to his death" (Proverbs 19: 18). 

Discipline requires consistency on our part and 
the conviction not to compromise. Counting to three 
before you enforce discipline is not communicating a 
sense of urgency to your child that obedience is all 
that important. As new Christians, my wife and I 
were determined to learn how the Bible teaches us to 

discipline our children and to immediately imple
ment what we learned. We didn't wait until we had 
it "all together". Our children, then three and four, 
were surprised, to say the least, at our radical new 
way in which we approached their disobedience. 
However, much to our amazement they began to re
spond immediately by showing us more love and af
fection than every before. To not demonstrate a sense 
of urgency in following God's commands will have 
long term consequences in the lives of the ones we 
want to influence most. No one wants his children to 
some day say, "How I hated discipline! I would not 
obey my teachers or listen to my instructors. I have 
come to the brink of utter ruin in the midst of the 
whole assembly" (Proverbs 5: 12-14). 

Put it into your schedule: The few minutes I 
spend each night praying with my children and re
viewing the events of their day has become very re
warding. It is a time when we can discuss their fears 
and insecurities and take them to God for an answer. 
Just recently, Jennifer, our 10-year-old, confided that 
some girls at school were spreading false rumors 
about her liking a certain boy in her class. She was 
very hurt. As I look back, she had been very quiet 
and withdrawn that day. As she sobbed and poured 
out her heart, I was able to comfort her and even 
share similar experiences Ii had encountered as a 
child. She made a decision that night to love the girls 
the way Jesus would. Then we both prayed that God 
would help her to become victorious in the situation. 

The special bond of closeness which followed 
made me realize just how important those few min
utes each night have become. This motivates me to 
continue even when my schedule seems overbearing 
or I am particularly tired. 

Make it practical: "I guide you in the way of wis
dom and lead you along straight paths" (Proverbs 
4:11). In order to accomplish the goal of making dis
ciples of our children, we need to learn how to make 
our time with them focused and practical. My wife 
and I make it a priority to discuss our children's char
acter and behavior on a daily basis and decide on 

(Continued on page 4) 
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The Truth About ... 

THE TRUTH ABOUT 
OUR SOCIETY AND CULTURE 

(Week Three) 

Basic Conflict Between Jesus 
and the World, continued 

We are looking at some of the root conflicts 
that make people in the world different from 
those in the Church of Christ. James 4: 13-17 is 
one good study passage for this week's topic. 

Basic Conflict II - The Purpose of Our Lives 
God's Word is clear - there is no meaning 

to life outside of knowing God, serving him and 
anticipating being with him in heaven forever. 
Anything that does not have eternal significance 
is unimportant (if not irrelevant) to God. And 
that is the attitude we must have in our own 
I ives - an attitude that wi 11 contrast sharply with 
that of those around us. 

Our society does not want to accept this. 
But everyone must have something to live for, 
and so the people of this world are engaged in 
an endless and fruitless search for meaning and 
purpose. Do not be confused about all the sin 
and selfishness in the world - it does not come 
from strength, but from weakness. Al I the sexual 
immorality, the materialism and greed, the 
violence and the hatred in our world come from 
the desperate attempts of the lost to find 
meaning in their lives. As an unbeliever tries 
one thing after another in the hope of finding 
something worth living for, each new thing is 
less fulfilling, and the attempts become more 
desperate. 

God has put in the heart of each human a 
desire to seek him. We all feel this desire, but 
not everyone acknowledges it for what it really 
is. The desires that each human feels to be more 
secure and more significant are really the soul 
crying for its God. (We should openly 
acknowledge this craving for God that we have -
see Psalm 42.) Nothing at all in this world can 
fulfill that desire; as believers in Jesus we must 
realize that, and we must strive to help others 
realize it. Jesus is the only true, lasting answer to 
loneliness, frustration, fear, hatred and every 
other significant-----------
human 
problem. 
Where Jesus is 
al lowed to be 
both Lord and 
Savior, all these 
problems can 
be addressed. 
Where Jesus is 
told to take a 
back seat to 

"Leave empty matters 
to the empty-headed, 

and give your 
attention to those 
things that God 
commands you." 

- Thomas Ii Kempis 

human energy and intellect, no solution can be 
more than temporary, and any life lived without 
Jesus at the center cannot in the long run 
produce anything but despair and 
di sap poi ntment. 

The world will try very hard to convince 
you that it has something of real value to offer, 
and unfortunately the world often finds willing 
listeners in believers who want to find 
something easier than Christianity to live for. 
There will be times when it takes everything you 
know about God to keep you from giving in to 
the desire to find something other than Jesus to 
live for - but "anyone who stands firm to the end 
will be saved" (Matthew 24:12). -Mark Gardner 

3 



Family /11for1natio11 
Contributions Attendance 

Last Week 5958.74 Weds 169 

AvgYTD 6110 Sun Class 171 

Budget 6100.00 Sun AM 290 ' 

Sun PM 149 

(Continued from page 2) 

saved in the blood and then in turn is added to the 
blood-bought group, that is when people can 
more easily see the difference. We must never 
minimize the Church. Never! But our problem has 
not been in our minimizing the Church! Dear 
brethren, our failure has been in our minimizing 
the Gospel! Am I speaking about something out 
in left field? Is it like the preacher who didn't want 
to step on anyone's toes, so he decided to preach 
on the subject of train robberies; after all, no one 
in his congregation was guilty of that! 

No, dear brethren. We are guilty! 
WE ARE GUil TY! 
Look at our newspaper ads. Read our tracts. 

Watch our TV programs. Listen to our talk with 
the neighbor across the backyard fence. We are 
guilty. 

First Assembly of God. Calvary Baptist Church. 
Grace Episcopal Church. Church of.Christ. 

Brethren, may we never ignore the church. 
Never. But before we talk about the body of the 
saved, may we first talk about the Savior. Let's do 
it God's way. First...preach the Gospel. 

- Larry West 
reprinted from The Crier, July-Sept, 1993 

16 
17 
19 
20 

Calendar 

January 

Elders/Deacons' Meeting, E42, 8 a.m. 
Youth Ski Trip, See David McDaniel 
Parents' Support Group, E44, 7 p.m. 
Winter Training Series begins at Fishinger 
and Kenny congregation. See the bulletin 
board for details. 

21 Area-wide Singles Devotional, Fishinger 
and Kenny, 7:30 p.m. 

27 Winter Training Series continues. 

February 

3 Winter Training Series continues. 
5 Teachers/Youth Workers Appreciation 
6 Scarlet Small Group Leaders Meeting, 

30 minutes after services, Annex 
10 Winter Training Series continues. 
13 Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
13 Gray Small Group Leaders Meeting, 

30 minutes after services, Annex. 
16 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7:00 p.m. 
17 Winter Training Series continues. 
18-19Youth and Family Workshop, 

Reynoldsburg 
20 Elders/Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
24 Winter Training Series concludes. 
26 COCS Spaghetti Dinner, Annex 
27 Scarlet Small Group Leaders Meeting, 

30 minutes after services, Annex. 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene 
Prince, Ray Thorne 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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CHURCH or CHRIST: 
Which Do We Talk First? 

First Assembly of God 
When you flip through your daily newspaper and your eyes fall upon a 

boxed ad, and the headlines read, "First Assembly of God," do your eyes 
stop to read the rest of the ad? Do they? Probably not. Why not? Because 
when you are not a member of that religious organization, you treat it as 
though it were an announcement for their members only and it does not 
concern you. 
Calvary Baptist Church 

When you pick through the magazines at the doctor's office and you 
come across one with the words across the top that reads, "Want to know 
more about the Calvary Baptist Church?", are you hungry for more 
information? Probably not. Why not? Because when you are already 
converted to your own group, you are 
simply not interested. 
Grace Episcopal Church 

When you drive down the street and, 
all of a sudden, you hear on the radio, 
"The following program is brought to 
you by the Grace Episcopal Church," 
with your left hand holding the wheel, 
where does your right hand immediately 
reach? Let me guess. 
Parkside Church of Christ 

-''For I resolved to know 
nothing while I was 
with you except Jesus 

Christ and him 
crucified." 

-Paul 

Brethren, if that is true with our own responses to names of community 
churches flashed before our eyes and ears, why should we think it is any 
different with our neighbors when we advertise in the same way the 
"Church of Christ" to them? 

Why? 
We are to be interested in introducing people to the Church, vitally 

interested, true, and never ashamed, but we will not be successful in 
converting lost people to Christ...until we first preach Christ! We must do 
it God's way! And that is to present Jesus first. 

When Jesus was about to ascend and go back to His Father, He turned 
to His disciples and told them to go into all the world and, notice the 
order, He said first to "preach the Gospel." With that there naturally came 
instructions, telling how lost persons can procure it, being belief and 
baptism, and those make no sense outside the Gospel. Notice, though, that 
He said first to "preach the Gospel." 

Brethren, we haven't noticed that yet. 

(Continued on page 2) 



But His disciples did. They understood exactly 
what He was saying. In Acts 2, Peter obeyed His 
precise command. When he did it God's way, 
much fruit came. Lost people responded to Christ. 
Then, after their obedience they were then ... then 
added to the Lord's church. That is God's way. 

According to the latest Gallop Poll, a great 
number of people who once belonged to a church 
are no longer interested in it. Forty-four percent of 
the American people do not belong to any church 
today. That is 78 million Americans. But, of these, 
a whopping 82% say they "once did go to 
church." Why are they no longer attending? Fifty
eight percent say it is because "churches are too 
concerned with organizational issues." It is no 
wonder, then, that 76% of them believe a person 
"can be a good Christian without attending 
church." 

They have become tired of church politics. 
They have grown weary of traditional habits made 
into church edicts. They are sick of institutional 
games people play in their own brands of 
"Christianity." Where once they would "put on 
their Sunday best and would give their language a 
spiritual rest," many have decided that what they 
were living was simply "churchianity," and they 
were empty. They determined that living in a 
spiritual vacuum is a waste, and they began 
looking for a "personal relationship with God." 
They are still looking for it. A whopping 41 % say 
they pray "every day." Forty-one percent! Not 
knowing scripture, not knowing the truth 
concerning the church, then, they drop the 
"Church of Christ" into the same melting pot with 
all the other area churches, saying to themselves, 
"What is the difference?" It is no wonder, 
therefore, that when we preach the Church of 
Christ first, they are simply not interested. 

Brethren, when confronting lost people, Jesus 
did not say, "Go into all the world and tell 
everyone you see about the Church of Christ" 

(Mark 16:15). He did not say it! Naturally, when 
we win a person to Christ, when he obeys the 
Gospel, we will tell him all about the church; we 
must, for one cannot be faithful to Christ without 
also being faithful to the body of Christ. The 
church is vital! "For unto Him be glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus" (Ephesians 3:21 ). But the 
church is not what we are to preach first to lost 
people. We are to show them we are His through 
our love for one another, sure Uohn 13:35), but we 
are not to extol ourselves .. The church is us! We 
are not to preach us. We are not the Savior. Often 
we are guilty of fostering ourselves above Christ by 
the order of our very conversation. No, dear 
brethren, but we are to preach Jesus. He is the 
Savior. We are the saved. 

What Jesus said was, "Go into al I the world and 
preach the Gospel!" The Gospel is what saves! The 
Gospel is what brings a man out of darkness into 
that marvelous light. The Gospel is what removes 
hel I from his future (Romans 1: 16). The Gospel is 
what redeems. Jesus was saying, go tell everyone 
you see the good news of salvation. Jesus was 
saying, go tell everyone you see the good news of 
salvation. Jesus was saying, go tell them how God 
came to this earth in Him (Colossians 2:9), how 
He died on the cross to give them life, how He 
conquered the grave to give them immortality (II 
Timothy 1 :10)! Go preach the good news. 
Salvation has been brought down! He who 
believes Jesus did this and is baptized will be 
saved (Mark 16:16). Then, he will be added to the 
body of the saved (Acts 2:47). 

Notice what Peter did in Acts 2. He preached 
the Gospel first (Acts 2:22-36), and when people 
obeyed it (Acts 2:38,41 ), then they were added to 
the Church (Acts 2:47). 

Doctrinally, God's church is identified through 
the Gospel of Christ. When you show the church 
through the Gospel, showing how each person is 

(Continued on page 4) 
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The Truth Abo11t ... 

THE TRUTH ABOUT 
OUR SOCIETY AND CULTURE 

(Week Four) 

Basic Conflict Between Jesus 
and the World, continued 

This week we'll look at the third of the root 
conflicts that make people in the world different 
from those in the church of Christ. Passages that 
elaborate on this week's topic include Matthew 
6: 1-18 and Matthew 23. 

Basic Conflict Ill - The Purpose of Religion 
One of the fascinating things (from a 

Christian viewpoint), in studying human culture, 
is that every society has ways of worshiping 
God, whether it realizes it or not. Every known 
human society has its religions and its customs 
that show the undeniable acknowledgment of 
God's existence. However, most humans are 
afraid of dealing with God as he really is, and so 
these human-made religions do not deal with 
the real issues between humans and God. They 
are our attempts to deal with God while keeping 
him at arm's length. 

In our own society, it is ironic that, though 
anti-Christian values are being promoted by so 
many powerful forces, there is more religious 
activity and more forms of religion than ever 
before. But most of this activity barely acknow
ledges God himself - most of it is motivated by 
restlessness, self-righteousness, political 
extremism, or desire for personal glory. 
"Worship" of God for these wrong reasons will 
never threaten Satan's kingdom. Society can 
even accept such forms of religion because they 

are essentially no different than the ways pagans 
use to find meaning to their faithless lives. 

Unfortunately, even many believers do the 
same thing. To many believers, knowing God 
and having salvation is not enough. We don't 
want to "miss out" on the good things that this 
world offers. Some believers serve Jesus half
heartedly so that they can expend more time 
and energy reaching worldly goals such as 
career advancement or material wealth. Others 
try to use the church and Christianity to satisfy 
their fleshly desires (e.g., by manipulating other 
believers to 
meet one's own 
needs, or by 
using the 
church to 
attract attention 
and praise). We 
must make 
every effort to 
keep the 
church from 
becoming a 

"What other nation is 
so great 4s to have their 
gods near them the way 

the Lord our Go·d is 
near us whenever we 

pray to him?" 
-Moses 

worldly organization. 

We also have to realize and appreciate the 
difference between the true church of Jesus 
Christ and the imitations created by the world. 
We need to remind each other constantly that 
we have made the right choice in choosing to 
follow Jesus for his own sake, not to get our 
needs met or to find a way to spend our time. 
We ought always to give thanks to God that we 
are able to genuinely worship and serve him 
through his Spirit. 

Next week we will start looking at the 
idolatry that is so much a part of this world. 

- Mark Garner 

3 



Fa1ni/y /11formation 
Contributions Attendance 

Last Week 

Avg YTD 

Budget 

$5593 Weds Canceled 

$5937 Sun Class 17l 

$6100 Sun AM 263 

Sun PM 149 

(Continued from page 2) 

of the woman is man, and the head of Christ is 
God." When both the husband and wife want the 
reigns of leadership, there is trouble and frustration. 
Sometimes the wife does not trust God or her hus
band to lead and thinks that she can do much better. 
Maybe the husband is struggling with a lack of con
fidence and takes the laid-back approach until he 
disagrees with something the wife does in leading 
the family, and then there is a major conflict. The re
sult is that both the husband and wife end up frus
trated because they are not working within their 
God-given roles. The husband may give in to the 
wife's leadership, but when she leads, she is frus
trated because deep down inside she really wants 
her husband td lead. God will not bless this arrange
ment because of conflict over who is in charge. 

I truly believe that wives and children are dying 
inside for the men to dynamically lead, bringing 
them up in the instruction of the Lord, building great 
relationships with their wives and children! In homes 
where both the husband and wife are staying and 
growing within the roles that God intended for them, 
there is peace and harmony beyond comprehension. 
There will be bumps along the way, but God will 
protect and bless His arrangement, for He is Cod 
and His plan is the only one which truly works! DW 

Cale11dar 

January 
19 Parents' Support Group, E44, 7 p.m. 
20 Winter Training Series begins at Fishinger 

and Kenny congregation. See the bulletin 
board for details. 

21 Area-wide Singles Devotional, Fishinger 
and Kenny, 7:30 p.m. 

27 Winter Training Series continues. 

February 

3 Winter Training Series continues. 
5 Teachers/Youth Workers Appreciation 
6 Scarlet Small Group Leaders Meeting, 

30 minutes after services, Annex 
10 Winter Training Series continues. 
13 Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
13 Gray Small Group Leaders Meeting, 

30 minutes after services, Annex. 
16 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7:00 p.m. 
17 Winter Training Series continues. 
18-19Youth and Family Workshop, 

Reynoldsburg 
20 Elders/Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
24 Winter Training Series concludes. 
26 COCS Spaghetti Dinner, Annex 
27 Scarlet Small Group Leaders Meeting, 

30 minutes after services, Annex. 

March 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene 
Prince, Ray Thorne 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Make Something Beautiful 
A few years ago while attending an art class in college, the 

teacher had prepared a ball of clay for each student. After the roll cal I, 
he began to pitch on of these balls from his desk to each one present. 
When all students received their clay, he said, "Make something 
beautiful of this, and I'll give you a good grade." What a challenge! 
Turn a ball of dirty red mud into something beautiful! Yes, because 
about one hour later those mud balls had been shaped into every type 
of pottery piece imaginable; Then, one week later after the pieces had 
been carved, glazed, and fired, they were recognized by the professor 
as beautiful art. 

Teachers, when we are called upon to teach a Bible class, we are 
given a ball of living clay with the challenge, "Make something 
beautiful, and you will receive a reward." The challenge may seem 
impossible, but week by week these young lives can be molded into 
something beautiful. Some of the clay will seem impossible to work 
arid will rebel against all efforts to shape, but we must realize that God 
holds the future in His hands, and can help us turn the most difficult 
ball of clay into a masterpiece. 

One time, a congregation extended their bus program into an area 
of the city where many of the children and never attended a Bible 
class. One teacher told another about one little boy,in particular that 
was impossible to handle. She had tried every way possible to get his 
attention. Finally she asked him, "What is your purpose in life?" His 
answer, "To fight!" And this he did every Sunday in class. She asked her 
fellow-teacher, "What am I going to do with this little boy?" Her friend 
thought for a moment and answered, "How do you know this little boy 
may grow up to be another Marshal Keeble!" (a preacher that has 
converted thousands to Christ). With this thought, she returned to her 
class with renewed courage. 

Simon Peter must have seemed to Jesus like a tough ball of clay to 
mold. In fact, he was constantly getting himself into trouble. However, 
Jesus patiently molded him into on Apostle that unlocked the doors of 
the kingdom to both Jews and Gentiles (Acts 2:10). That which was so 
changeable and unstable became Peter the stone! Uohn 1 :42). 

May we as teachers never lose sight of the fact that we are molding 
boys and girls into Christians and servants for the church, husbands and 
wives with Christian homes, and Christian employers and employees 
for the busin'ess world. For them to be their best in all these important 
areas, they need to grow up being taught about God and His beautiful 

(Continued on page 2) 



way of life through His Son. 
Therefore, you are challenged to rethink the 

importance of your role as a Christian Bible 
teacher. Do not become blinded to your goals 
as a teacher by some of the clay that does not 
properly respond. Give everything you have to 
the teaching of God's Word, and God will help 
you make something beautiful! 

Benny Bristow 
reprinted by permission from Pulpit 

Helps, October 1993 

For the Family 
He Shall lead 

"But as for me and my household, we will serve 
the Lord." Joshua 24: 1 5 

These are the familiar words of a man whose 
convictions penetrated everything he did -
whether it was leading the nation of Israel in the 
battles against the enemy or leading his family. 
Joshua's statement should describe the heart of 
every Christian husband and father. The need of 
the hour is for each Christian husband to dy
namically lead his family in becoming all that 
God wants his family to be! 

Traditionally, women have been the leaders 
of homes in spiritual or religious matters! Many 
polls in recent years here in Amertra verify this 
truth. However, even when the husband and 
wife are Christians, the tendency still remains 
for the wife to continue with the spiritual leader
ship. In some homes where this is not true, you 
will find that neither husband nor wife is lead
ing the family and rearing with spirituality! In 
either case, this should not be so in the Lord's 
church! Praise God for all women who are 
Christians, who love the Lord with an undying 
love and who inspire us by their example to · 

have greater commitment. Where are the men? 
Where is the man who inspires his family to 
greater zeal for God and the lost? Where is the 
man who leads his wife in evangelism and in a 
powerful relationship with God? Where is the 
man who really teaches his children by ex
ample and speech that the Lord is the most im
portant drive of his life? 

The Bible teaches in Ephesians 5:21-33 that 
the husband is the leader, the one who is re
sponsible for the marriage and the family (Eph. 
6:4), and the head of the wife as Christ is head 
of the church. Paul emphasized the husband's 
leadership to be as central and essential as 
Christ's leadership is to the church! In a home 
where husband and wife are Christians, the hus
band must lead as a loving leader, so that his 
family might be presented to God blameless and 
growing in grace! 

God assigns man the leadership role. When a 
man fails to lead his family in a godly manner 
he opens his family and himself up to sin and 
destruction. For a man not to lead is disobed
ience to the commands of God! God will not 
bless disobedience. We must not be deceived 
by thinking that as the leader of our family, our 
sins do not affect them. We must accept the re
sponsibility as the leader of our households and 
provide great leadership knowing that God will 
bless our efforts! Just as God did not bless Israel 
when its leaders were selfish and feeding only 
themselves (Ezekiel 34), God will not bless the 
leader of a Christian home if he only thinks of 
himself and fails to provide for the spiritual 
needs of the family. 

There cannot be two leaders in the home if 
we are to live and operate within God's rules. 
The Scripture declares in I Corinthians 11 :3 that 
"The head of every man is Christ, and the head 

(Continued on page 4) 
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The Truth About ... 

THE TRUTH ABOUT 
OUR SOCIETY A~D CULTURE 

(Weel< five) 

Idolatry - its Basic Characteristics 

never mind that no matter how much money 
someone makes, he always feels that he could be 
happy "if only I had a little more". Having a 
great career d.oes nothing for one's peace or 
security - or one's soul. But so many people -
even believers - keep thinking that it will work 
for them if they just try hard enough. 

Everyone worships something, whether w~ wish II) Worshiping idols is just another way of 
to realize it or not. Since most people in our worshiping self. Idols have always been popular 
society choose not to worship God, they have s:t because they allow us to worship ourselves 
up a number of idols - false gods - to worship while seeming to have a higher purpose in mind. 
instead. We know that the Word of God The man who worships his career, who hurts his 
condemns idolatry, and we are aware th.at it is family by neglecting them emotionally, who 
not only the obvious worship of graven images does not devote himself to a ministry in the 
which God considers idolatry. To more fully church has the excuse that he is pursuing an 
understand idolatry as it a~tually exis~s ~round "impor~ant" goal that will eventually b~n~fit 
us, we have to study its basic characteristics. To everyone. But he is really just worshiping 
study this further on your own, read and reflect himself and serving himself, and has just created 
on Isaiah 44:9-23, which illustrates the points in his mind an idol that justifies what he wanted 

below. to do anyway. The person whose idol is his 
"rights" who is always resistant to doing 

I) Idols have no value 0th.er than w.hat humans anythin~ for the church unless we can show hi~ 
believe they have. Isaiah describes a fool where the exact command is given, who will 
making an idol for himself - using lifeless always criticize but will never be criticized, can 
materials that could just as easily.have been used give the excuse that he is proving a "pri~cip.le:· of 
to make something completely 1.nert. T~en the great importance. In reality such behavior 1s JU.st 
idolater simply decides that this creation has extreme selfishness, thinly veiled with a pathetic 
special value and bows down to it. Perhaps he idol. 

• will persuade others that his idol has value and 

they too will accept this without seeing that it is Ill) Once we have given idols significance, it is 
a lifeless piece of junk. Our society does exactly hard to realize them for what they are. The fool 
the same things with its gods and idols - people that Isaiah describes cannot see the emptiness of 
just decide (or accept someone else's foolish his idol once he decides to worship it, and 
decision) that certain things have value. Then remains blinded by it forever. In the next few 
people think that if they believe it hard enough, weeks we will take a closer look at some of 
it will come true. For example, our society ~uts today's most popular idols; if any of them are in 
great stock in having a great career. Never mind your personal pantheon, make every effort to 
that every successful person always craves crush them at once before they grow stronger. 
further accomplishments and is never satisfied, -Mark Carner 
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(Continued from page /) 

one. Each family has its own segment of the 
wall to rebuild. As enemies threatened, 
some would "serve as guards by night and 
workmen by day." (4:22 NASB) And finally, 
"the wall was completed on the 25th day of 
Elul, in 52 days. When all enemies heard 
about this ... (they) lost their confidence, 
because they realized that this work had 
been done with the help of our God." 
(6:15, NASB) 

When our people today, together "work 
with all their heart," amazing achievements 
will be likewise be celebrated - to the 
glory of God. 

Ted Kell, reprinted from Pulpits Helps, February 
1994 

Calendar 

February 
3 Winter Training Series continues. 
5 TeachersNouth Workers Appreciation 
6 Scarlet Small Group Leaders Meeting, 

30 minutes after services, E-42 
6 Baby Shower for Nancy Katona 

2-4pm, 2128 Willowick Square 
10 Winter Training Series continues. 
13 Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
13 Gray Small Group Leaders Meeting, 

30 minutes after services, E-42 
16 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7:00 p.m. 
17 Winter Training Series continues. 
18-19Youth and Family Workshop, 

Reynoldsburg 
20 Elders/Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
24 Winter Training Series concludes. 
26 COCS Spaghetti Dinner, Annex 
27 Scarlet Small Group Leaders Meeting, 

30 minutes after services, E-42 

4 

5 

6 

13 

March 
Area-wide Singles Devotional at 
Northland 
Men's Inspirational Day 
Zanesville, OH 
Gray Small Group Leaders Meeting 
30 minutes after services, E-42 
Deacons Meeting, 8:00am, E-42 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene 
Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McD.aniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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When People Work 
"So we rebuilt the wall till all of it reached half its height, for the 
people worked with all their heart." Nehemiah 4:6 

~ ew tragedies scar as does a raging fire. The devastion is 
complete. The desolation is mournful. Such was the diaster 

for the city of Jerusalem when God judged his holy hill with the 
torch of Nebuchadnezzar. On the day Jerusalem fell, the 
Edomites cried, "Tear it down ... tear it down to its foundations!" 
(Psalm 137:7 NASB) 

In God's mercy, at last a remnant returned to rebuild their 
beloved city. And the city began to rise from its ashes. Yet, when 
some later visited Nehemiah, yet in 
Persia, they told of Jerusalem's 
continuing anguish: "Those who 
survived the exile and are back in 
the province are in great trouble and 
disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is 
broken down, and its gates have 
been burned with fire." (Nehemiah 
1 :3 NASB) Hearing this, Nehemiah 
11 
... sat down and wept." (v.4) 

"Let us start 
rebuilding. So they 

began this good 
work." 

Nehemiah 2: 1 

The Persian monarch Artaxerxes, moved by Nehemiah's 
sorrow, commissioned him to return to rebuild the city. After a 
quiet tour by night with some of the local leaders to evaluate the 
ruins, Nehemiah urged, "You see the trouble we are in: 
Jerusalem·lies in ruins, and its gates have been burned with fire. 
Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer 
be in disgrace. I also told them about the gracious hand of my 
God upon me ... They replied, Let us start rebuilding, So they 
began this good work." (2: 17ff NASB) 

The task was formidable - after seventy years of abandoment. 
Enemies mocked and ridiculed them, demanding, "What is this 
you are doing .. Are you rebelling against the king? What are 
those feeble Jews doing? Will they restore their wall? .. Will they 
finish in a day? Can they bring the stones back to life from those 
heaps of rubble - burned as they are?" (2: 19; 4:2 NASB) 

The story of the wall's restoration from rubble is a thrilling 
(Continued on page 4) 



6od's Creation 

Birds During A Deep freeze 

@n South Bend, Indiana, the weather 
can frequently get down to 20 degrees 

or 30 degrees below zero in the wintertime 
and yet on these extremely cold winter 
mornings, I can look out my front door and 
see a host of birds around my bird feeder. It 
is always amazing to look at the wisdom 
and the design that has been bui It into I iv
ing things to enable them to survive in the 
incredibly cold climate like the one here in 
south Bend. In Romans 1: 19ff we are told 
that we can know that there is a God 
through the things he has made. The more 
we study the way in which birds are able to 
survive in the very cold climates of the 
earth, the more wisdom and design we see. 
Birds, first of all, produce 25-30 percent 
more feathers in the winter than they have 
in the summer to provide more insulation. 
Like human beings, birds shiver to generate 
heat and every day birds found in a north
ern climate waterproof their feathers with 
body oils so that the inside feathers stay dry 
effectively insulation the body. Birds fluff 
their plumage in the wintertime providing 
air spaces that have an R-value in excess of 
anything man has been able to produce. 

One of the most interesting, recent dis
coveries of how birds survive the winter has 
been a study done showing that almost all 
birds that winter are able to put themselves 

into a state of hypothermia. In this condi
tion, the heartbeat of the bird is slowed and 
body temperatures drop nearly 20 degrees. 
The birds are put into a state where they are 
subconscious and actually are able to 
weather the extremely cold temperatures 
because of the ability to conserve their en
ergy. It has also shown that birds like bob
whites and bluebirds will form circles of as 
many as 13 birds in which they put their 
tails in and their heads out. By pressing up 
against each other each birds loss of body 
heat is reduced by up to 38%. 

Another recent discovery has shown that 
finches, grosbeaks, pheasants, and grouse 
pack seeds into their well-developed crops 
just before dark and slowly digest them as 
energy is required through the night. This is 
basically the same as putting a big log on 
the fire that burns throughout the evening 
providing heat to sustain the bird through 
the long winter evening. God has truly de
signed birds with the capacity to survive un
der a wide range of conditions, and the wis
dom that is seen is an eloquent demonstra
tion of the power of the Creator. 

(Source: Sports Afield, December, 1990.) 
Does Cod Exist? Vol. 20, No. 6, Nov./Dec., 1993 

The Lord does not burden us with 
work; he blessed us with it. 

We make a living by what we get. We 
make a life by what we give. 

2 

The Truth About ... all kinds of evil" (1Timothy6:10). 
Here is a prime case of how the world 

THE TRUTH ABOUT OUR SOCIETY AND does everything it can to reinforce what it 
CULTURE wants to believe. Endless time and energy is 
(Week Six) wasted trying to accumulate wealth and to 

Idols Around Us ju~tify doing so. There is hardly a person 
Last week we discussed the most alive who would openly claim to believe 

important ideas to keep in mind when that money can buy happiness, but almost 
studying idolatry. Namely: i) idols have no everyone acts as if they believed it could. 
value other than what we ascribe to them· ii) Everyone sees the endless examples of 
worsh~p~ng idols is another way ' of people who h_a~e great wealth and cannot be 
~orsh1ping self; iii) once we have given happy or sat1sf1ed, and everyone thinks "I 
idols significance, it becomes harder to can be the exception - I can be wealthy and 

realize them for what they are. We will happy". 
continue now by looking at some of the most Your attitude-- "------ --
common idols that we must combat. towards material I am the Lord 
Idol I - Materiali~m things is one of your God ... You 

_Probably no idol is more popular and the_ best ways of 
universal than that of materialism. It seems telling how much shall have no otbe 
that ~ardly anyone is happy with the of yo~r fait~ is gods before me." 
material possessions that they have; really in the right 
everyone wants as much as they can get, and pla~e_. Your Deuteronomy 5:6, 
everyone reserves the right to complain if de~1s1ons and----------
they don't get their "fair share". But as much attitudes about , 
as humans chase after material possessions, s~c_h things as making major purchases, 
every last one of them will be burned in the giving to the church, and giving to othe.rs 
great fire on judgment day. both reveal and affect the kind of 

Note how the basic points we have rel~tionship you have with God. You're 
established apply to materialism: i) money going to get very little help in fighting the 
and physical objects have no eternal value greedy thoughts, the envy towards the rich, 
they are only valued by people in this world: and the deceitful plotting that come with 
ii) people collect material things either t~ worshiping materialism. But every believer 
please or to glorify themselves _ i.e. to m~st cry out to God for help to overcome all 
worship themselves; iii) materialism is one this - because "no one can serve two masters 
of the most blinding forces known to ··· you cannot serve both God and money" 
humanity, "the love of money is the root of (Matthew 7:24). Successfully resisting the 

temptation of materialism will strengthen 
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Fa1nily lnfor111atio11 
Contributions Attendance 

Last Week 

AvgYTD 

Budget 

$5876 Weds 

$5936 Sun Class 
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204 

183 

299 

Sun PM 157 

More Scriptures to meditate upon: 
2 Corinthians 9:6-11 

6 Remember this: Whoever sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously. 7 Each man should give what 
he has decided in his heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to 
make all grace abound to you, so that in 
all things at all times, having all that you 
need, you will abound in every good work. 
9 As it is written: "He has scattered abroad 
his gifts to the poor; his righteousness 
endures forever." 10 Now he who supplies 
seed to the sower and bread for food will 
also supply and increase your store of 
seed and will enlarge the harvest of your 
righteousness. 11 You will be made rich in 
every way so that you can be generous on 
every occasion, and through us your 
generosity will result in thanksgiving to 
God. (NIV) 

Calenda1· 

February 
6 Scarlet Small Group Leaders Meeting, 

30 minutes after services, E-42 
6 Baby Shower for Nancy Katona 

2-4pm, 2128 Willowick Square 
10 Winter Training Series continues. 
13 Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
13 Gray Small Group Leaders Meeting, 

30 minutes after services, E-42 
16 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7:00 p.m. 
17 Winter Training Series continues. 
18-19Youth and Family Workshop, 

Reynoldsburg 
20 Elders/Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
24 Winter Training Series concludes. 
26 COCS Spaghetti Dinner, Annex 
27 Scarlet Small Group Leaders Meeting, 

30 minutes after services, E-42 

March 
4 Area-wide Singles Devotional at 

Northland 
5 Men's Inspirational Day 

Zanesville, OH 
5-6 Joyful Noise are ministrying at the 

Michigan Youth Conference, Flint, Ml 
6 Gray Small Group Leaders Meeting 

30 minutes after services, E-42 
12 Winter Youth Weekend, Genesse Church 
13 Deacons Meeting; 8:00am, E-42 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene 
Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Earthquake 
Relief Contribution 

. ·roday 
The elders have set aside today for us to give to those in need 
from the recent earthquake in California. This is a priviledge to 
use the abundant resources God has blessed us with as well as a 
race from the Lord. When we are giving first of ourselves and 

then of our money, we are being like God. 
Meditate on the following verses from 
God's word concerning these things. 

us for 
service 
not do 
gave 
and _ 
with God's 
since he had 
beginning, to 
completion this 
1But just as you 
faith, in speech, in 
earnestness and in 
you also excel in this 

2 Corinthians 8:1-7 "1 And now, bro
thers, we want you to know about the 
grace that God has given the 
Macedonian churches. 2 Out of the most 
severe tria~. their overflowing joy and 
their extreme poverty welled up in rich 

generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave 
as much as they were able, and even 

beyond their ability. Entirely on their 
own, 4 they urgently pleaded with 

the privilege of sharing in this 
to the saints. 5 And they did 
as we expected, but they 

themselves first to the Lord 
then to us in keeping 

, ,will. 6 So we urged Titus, 

____ ... 

earlier made a 
bring also to 

act of grace on your part. 
excel in everything -- in 
knowledge, in complete 
your love for us -- see that 
grace of giving." (NIV) 



Fo1· the Family 

Love Your Enemies 
Family Devotional 

"Love your enemies, do good to those who hate 
you, bless those who curse you, pray for those 
who mistreat you." Luke 6:27-28 

~-,f there is one thing that does not come 
\.!.Y' naturally to adults or children, it is the 
ability to love our enemies. Nothing is so sa
tanic as revenge and nothing is so Christ-like as 
loving our enemies. When we are hurt by some
one else we have an urge to retaliate. The retali
ation can be manifested through some overt ex
pression, such as a cutting remark, or through 
some covert expression such as harboring re
sentments. Children naturally want to take re
venge when they are hurt. Our oldest daughter 
Lydia tends to get quiet and pout when she is 
hurt. Our middle daughter Meredith tends to 
strike back. Our youngest daughter Jill just 
stands in place and starts screaming at the top of 
her lung. If their natural tendency to revenge is 
not changed they will grow up to be women 
who struggle with resentments, bitterness, and a 
lack of forgiveness. 

The Goal 
We as parents need to train our children to love 
their enemies. We cannot view their vengeful 
behavior as harmless. We cannot excuse fight
ing between children as "something they will 
grow out of." Children left to themselves will 
never grow out of retaliation. The tendency to 
retaliate will merely etch itself more deeply into 
their character and wi II take longer to crucify 

when they become Christians. If we train them 
when they are young to love their enemies, then 
when they get older they can resolve conflict 
more quickly. The attitudes must be trained as 
well as the actions. 

Also, it is imperative that we as parents not 
merely have a devotional on loving enemies but 
that we demonstrate by example how to forgive 
and love those who have hurt us. If the children 
see Mommy and Daddy complaining about in
dividuals or carrying around a load of bitterness 
in the home, then they will grow up to be just 
like them. It should be the goal of all Christian 
parents to raise their children to love enemies 
like Jesus did. 

Activity 
Singing: be sure to sing songs that are fun but 
not so lively that the children get wound up and 
cannot concentrate on the lesson. After singing 
is over, do the following lesson: 

1. Read about the stoning of Stephen in 
Acts 7:54-59. 
2. Ask the children why the Jews hated 
and hurt Stephen. 
3. Discuss why Stephen's first response 
was to look to heaven to pray (v. 55-
56, 59). 
4. Discuss how Stephen then reacted to 
the Jews in (v. 60). 
5. Ask the children to give examples of 
situations where they were hurt and how 
they reacted. 
6. Decide on ways they can show love 
to these people. 
7. Close with a prayer and have them 
pray for those that hurt them. 

Skip Gross 
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The T1·uth Abo11t ... 

THE TRUTH ABOUT OUR 
SOCIETY AND CULTURE 

(Week Seven) 

"different" in superficial ways because they don't 
know how to change from the inside. Even 
believers do things for the wrong motivation or 
without any understanding just to impress others 
(and even some good is thereby accomplished, it 
is still harmful to one's relationship with God). 

A similar problem, both in the world and in the 
Idols Around Us, continued: Idol II - Popularity church, is manipulation. Manipulation means 
One of the basic human problems is insecurity. using emotions (or other indirect tactics) to try to 
Insecurity means unattached, not having a strong get people to do or think as we want them to. As 
base of support; only a perfect faith in God can believers in God, we should always be honest 
make us completely secure. Since we never and respectful in dealing with one another; we 
have a perfect faith, we will always have should never use the threat of disapproval or 
insecurities. Instead of looking to God for the displeasure to get our way. 
solution of insecurities, many people look to 
other things, and one of the most common things Christians must firmly entrench in their minds 
people look to is popularity in its that it is God and God alone who 
various forms. ''Being popular will judge the world and 

. . everyone in it. What people think 
How do our basic themes about will do nothing to about you is not going to have 

idolatry apply here? .First, being save our souls or any effect on ~hat God does ~ith 
popular will do nothing to save your soul. So instead of worrying 
our souls, get us closer to God, or get US closer to about what you can do to make 
anything else · with eternal d ,, other people like you or respect 
significance, so popularity has no Go · you, "find out what pleases the 
value except what people pretend Lord" (Ephesians 5:10). And once 
it has. Then, seeking popularity is one of the you resolve to do this, two good things will 
more obvious ways of worshiping self, so again happen. One, you will find this a lot easier than 
it is exactly what the Bible describes as an idol. pleasing humans. While we never know what a 
And of course popularity is very addicting; human really wants, since humans are never 
people will do everything from committing fully honest or consistent, we always know 
criminal acts to grossly humiliating themselves if exactly what God wants, because he has told us 
it will make them even slightly more popular. and does not go back on his Word. Second, you 

Even in the church there are those who worship 
what other humans think about them. Even 
believers act, dress and talk in idiotic ways to 
show others that they should be admired. Even 
believers go to great lengths to make themselves 

will find that if you genuinely seek to please the 
Lord, your relationships with those other humans 
who have chosen to do the same will be much 
more meaningful than if you were all trying to 
impress or manipulate one another. 

-Mark Carner 
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Family /11formation 
Contributions 'Attendance 

Last Week 

AvgYTD 

Budget 

$6320 Weds 

$6000 - Sun Class 

$6100 Sun AM 

191 

315 

Sun PM " 157 

(Conljnuedfrom page I) 

. eminently consolatory. Oh, ther~ is, in 
contemplating Christ, a balm for every 
wound; in musing on the Father, there is a 
quietus for every grief; and in the influence 
of the Holy Spirit, there is a balsam for 
eyery,sore. Would you lose your sorrow? 
Would you drown your cares? Then go, 
plunge yourself in the Godhead's deepest 
sea; be lost in his irrilT)ensity; and you shall 
come forth as from a couch of rest, 
refreshed and invigorated. I know nothing 
which can so comfort the soul, so calm the 
swelling bHlows of sorrow and grief; so 
speak peace to the winds of trial, as a 
devout musing upon the subject of the 
Godhead. 

-Charles Spurgeon 
January 7, J 875 

Calendal' 

February 
13 Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
13 Gray Small Group Leaders Meeting, 

30 minutes after services, E-28 
15 lnfom1ational Meeting for OVC 

7:00 p.m., F & K congregation 
17 Winter Training Series continues. 
18-19Youth and Family Workshop, 

Reynoldsburg 
20 Elders/Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E~42 
24' . Winter Training Series concludes. 
26 COCS Spaghetti Din.ner, Annex 
27 Scarlet Small Group Leaders Meeting, 

30 minutes after services, . E-42 

2 
4 

5 

5-6 

6 

12 
13 
16 
20 
31 

March 
Parents SupportGroup, ~-44, 7:00 p.m. 
Area-wide Singles Devotional at 
Northland 
Men's Inspirational Day 
Zanesville, OH 
joyful Noise are ministrying at the 
Michigan Youth Conference, Flint, Ml 
Gray Small Group Leaders Meeting 
30 minutes after services, E-42 
Winter Youth . We~kend, Genesse Church 

' ' 

Deacons Meeting, 8:00am, E-:42 
Parents Support Group, E-44, 7:00 p.m. 
Elders/Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
Tulsa Soul-Winning Workshop begins. 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday ' 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene 
Prince, Ray Thorne 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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No Greater Endeavor 
It has been said ' by someone that 'the proper study of mankind 

is man'. I will not oppose the idea, but I believe it is equally true 
that the proper study of God's elect is God; the proper' study of a 
Christian is the Godhead. The highest science, the loftiest 
speculation, the mightiest philosophy, which can ever engage the 
attention of a .child of God, is the name, the nature, the person, 
the work, the doings, and the existence of the great God whom 
he calls his Father. 

There is something exceedingly impr~vin~g to the mind in a 
.contemplatior:1 of the Divinity. It is a subject so vast, that all our 
thoughts are lost in its immensi',ty; 
so deep that our pride is drown.ed 
in its infinity. Other subjects we 
can compass and grapple with; i'l 
them we feel a kind of self-content, 
and go our way with the· thought, 
'Behold I am wise'. But when we 
come to this master..,science, 
finding that our plumb-line cannot 
sound its depths, and that our eagle 

"Nothing will so enlarge 1 

. the intellect, nothing so_ 
,_ magnify the ·whole soul . 

- o{man, as a devout, 
earnest, continued 

investigation of the grreat 
, subject of the Dei.ty." 

eye cannot see its height, we turn away with the thought that 
vain man would be wise, but he is like a wild ass's ' c~lt; and with 
solemn exclamation, 'I am but of yesterday, an'd know nothing1• 

No subject of contemplation will tend more to humble the mind 
than thoughts o.f God ... 

But while the subject humbles the mind, it also expands it. He 
who often thinks of God, will have a larger mind that the man 
who simply plods around this narrow globe ... The most excellent 
study for expanding the soul, is the science of Christ, and Him 
crucified, and the knowledge of the Godhead in the glorious 
Trinity. Nothing will so enlar;ge the 'intellect, nothing so magnify 
the whole so~I of man, as a devou't, earnest, continued 
investigation of the great subje.ct of the Deity. · 

And, whilst humbling and expanding, this subject is 
(Continued on page 4) 



Fo1· the Family 

Compassion for Others 
Family Devotional 

Scriptures: Mark 1 :40-42; Philippians 2:3-7 
"Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, 
but in humility consider others better than your
selves." 

{M e live in a world where people are very 
lW quick to judge those around them. Our 

world teaches us to judge other peopl e by 
physical appearance, athletic ability and intelli
gence. And though these are things we may not 
be able to do much about, every day our chil
dren are judged by these criteria. Our children 
also learn to judge those around them by these 
three factors. Judging people in this way can 
breed a lack of compassion in our hearts toward 
others. We must help our children to look at 
people the way Jesus did. Jesus looked at the 
hearts of those around him. He always had com
passion for people! 

Read Mark 1 :40-42 aloud. Jesus was "filled with 
compassion" toward the man with leprosy. Ask 
the children to define "compassion." It. means to 
have pity for the suffering of another person 
with the desire to help them. Ask the following 
questions: 

1. Why do you think Jesus had so much 
compassion for this man? 

2. What caused Jesus to be compassionate 
toward this man and other people? 

3. Jesus could have healed this man without 
touching him. Why do you think that he 
touched him? 

4. Are there students in your school that are 

very unpopular? Do you show compassion for 
them? Encourage the children to be honest. 
Help them to be honest by sharing times you 
had a hard time showing compassion toward 
other people. 

5. How would Jesus treat the children in your 
school that are not popular? 

6. What can you do this week to show com
passion to specific students in your school? 

Jesus was greater than every person he came in 
contact with. But, he always considered others 
above himself. Read Philippians 2:3-7. Why is it 
hard for us to consider others better than Ol)r
selves? Help the children to think of specific 
ways that each of them can put this scripture 
into practice at home, at school and in the 
neighborhood. 

Activity Idea 
Ask the c·hildren to make up a story, or to re
member a true story where a great deal of com
passion was shown toward other people. After 
the story is told, have the entire family act the 
story out. An example of a story demonstrating 
compassion could be: Mary saw a girl on the 
street who she thought was dressed very funny. 
Mary thought that the girl looked very mean. 
She said to herself "I'm not going to say hello to 
her. She's weird." Mary remembered Jesus and 
felt ashamed. She said a prayer to herself and 
said hello to the girl. Mary soon found out that 
the girl was very nice. They talked for a long 
time. The girl and Mary became very good 
friends. 

Older children should be able to remember, 
as well as make up, many stories that demon
strate compassion. Younger children will need 
help to tell their stories. 

-Betty Dyson 
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The Truth About ... 

THE TRUTH ABOUT OUR 
SOCIETY AND CULTURE 

(Week Eight) 

they abandon churches in need to attach 
themselves to other churches that are outwardly 
accomplishing more. Others sacrifice spiritual 
growth to make themselves prominent in the 
world, rationalizing this with deceptive 
reasoning about how they are glorifying God 
through their achievements. If we don't love 
God, what we accomplish in our lives is no 

Idols Around Us, continued: pleasure to him. 
1 

Idol Ill - "Success" Perhaps you spend your life becoming a great 
(Career and Personal Accomplishments) engineer, a great researcher, or a great leader. 
We live in a society and at a time where this idol Do you think God will consider it his lucky day 
is particularly popular. There are many who to have you in heaven? Perhaps he's in 
worship it even over materialism arid popularity. desperate need of a first-rate engineer to adjust 
Even in the church there are many who make the stars' positions? Perhaps he needs a personal 
decisions first of all on the basis of how they can physician? Perhaps h~'s spent .all eternity 
be most successful in the world, with spiritual waiting for a terrific motivational speaker to get 
considerations only a secondary the angels excited about serving 
consideration. ccWhat good is it him? No, God doesn't need any 

~ quick look at our basic • of these things. 
principles: i) one's career or for a man tO gatn We even have to be' careful 
personal 1 achievements are h b l . r/d about our attitude towards ·our 
irrelevant to salvation or eternity, t e W O e WO ' accomplishments within the 

they have only.~hate~~r.value we yet forfeit bis church. So.metimes b~lievers 
put on them; 11) sacnf1c1ng other . , ,, who accomplish a few things get 
things in one's life to build a great soul? -Jesus excited for the wrong reasons or 
car~er (or to accomplish other start thinking that God is lucky to 
temporary goals) is another form of worshiping have them on his side, rather than the other way 
self; iii) as with all idols, personal success is around. Seealsoluke10:17-20;ourfaithshould 
highly addicting and quickly becomes a virtue, not be dependent on exciting things happening 
rather than an idol, in the minds of those who or on progress being made in your congregation. 
worship it. Solomon is a good study of the By all means, be thankful for the things God 
power of this idol, e.g. Ecclesiastes 1-2. See also has done for you and the things God does 
Luke 9:23-26. through you; "each one should take pride in his 

Even many believers have bought the world's own work" (Galatians 6:4). But never let these 
mentality about "success" and the need to be things become your basis for security or 
able to parade a list of personal achievements to significance, because that destroys the genuine 
have any value as a human being~ Some are spiritual joy you should get from them. Allow 
deceived into believing that they must be part of God to bless you without analyzing his blessings! 
a "great church" (whatever that means) and so -Mark Carner ' 
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Family /11fo1'lnation Calenda1· 
Contributions Attendance 

~I . February ' 
Last Week $4602 Weds , . ..-· - 187 . ' 1( 

20 Elders/Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
AvgYTD $5800 Sun Class 152 24 Winter Training Series concludes. 

Budget $6100 Sun AM 1: 263 I 26 COCS Spaghetti Dinner, Annex 
27 Potluck after services in the annex. 

Sun PM . "~ 157 27 Scarlet Small Group Leaders Meeting, 
30 minutes after services, E-28 

Be Transparent 
1 Timothy 1: 15 "Here is a trustworthy March 
saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ 2 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7:00 p.m. 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners - 4 Area-wide Singles Devotional at 
of whom I am the worst." Northland 

5 Men's Inspirational Day 
Perplexities people dace today demand Zanesville, OH 

our forthrightness. Staying aloof and above 5-6 joyful Noise are ministrying at the 

people's needs, only widens our Michigan Youth Conference, Flint, Ml 

ineffectivesness. Do not be afraid to share 6 Gray Small Group Leaders Meeting 

your humanity. We all have failed at times. 30 minutes after services, E-42 

We all have hurt in many of the same 
12 Winter Yoµth Weekend, Genesse Church 
13 Deacons Meeting, 8:00am, E-42 

places as those we are trying to help. We 16 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7:00 p.m. 
need not share every sorid detail of our 19 Wedding: Paul Lennous, Julia Chen 
failures, yet we must allow people an 3:30 p.m., Northland 
entrance into our joys and our sorrows. 20 Elders/Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
Reassure them of Christ's victory in your 24 joyful Noise, COCS concert at Northland 
life, and His desire to accomplish the same 26 Ladies Inspiration Day, Glass City 

in their life. congregation, Toledo 
31 Tulsa Soul-Winning Workshop begins. 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene 
Prince, Ray Thorne 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Bri.an Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland i\ve. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Sloppy Tolerance 
I heard a lady say, "I believe in all religions, and whatever 

works for you is fine with me." That sounds very tolerant, but it is 
sloppy at best. If you carry that idea to its logical conclusion then 
you will have to admit that the Bible and its teachings stand on 
an even plane with everything in Protestantism, Catholicism, 
Hinduism, Communism and Father Divineism. They are all 
equally true. There is nothing to choose between them. They are 
all of equal value. If that be the case then none of them is of any 
value. It means that we can know nothing about religion. 

Where would we be in science or politics, or any other field, 
if we followed such sloppy 
reasoning? You know the answer to 
that a.s well as I. One idea is as 

_good as another? Don 1t make me 
laugh ... or: cry! 

I know one thing. Jesus did not 
believe in that kind of tolerance. If 
he had, He would never have 
attacked the religious leaders of his 

"Jesus answered, "I 
pm. the way and the 

truth and the life . . No 
one .com·es to .the 

Father except 
through me~" -Jesus 

day. ----------
There is as much difference between truth and falsehood as 

there is between day I ight and dark. And saying that they are one 
and the same does not make it so. 

I believe that Cicero was right when he said, "Our minds 
possess by nature an insatiable desire to know the truth." 

Jesus Christ declared that God's Word is the truth (John 
17:17), and that He is the truth (John 14:6). He promised His 
disciples that when the Spirit came they would be guided into all 
truth (John 16:13). He further stated that in knowing the truth we 
would be made free (John 8:32). It is that truth which I am 
interested in, and not "your" truth or "my" truth. 

I keep remembering that one of these days God "will judge 
the world with righteousness, and the peoples with his truth" 
(Psalms 96: 13). 

, John Gipson, Keynoter 
Reprinted from Pulpit Helps, February 1994 



For the Family 

Unrealistic Viewing 

(?'>he following article expresses just how 
. LJ far television has gone in displaying the 
perversion and unrealistic lifestyle of actors and 
producers: 

"USA Today reviewed a week's worth of pro
gramming on ABC, CBS, NBC, and Fox. They 
watched prime time from April 24th through the 
30th, including 94 shows. It was no surprise that 
violence was prevalent. In a week, there were 
57 killings, 99 assaults, 29 car wrecks, and 22 
incidents of child abuse. According to USA To
day, 'If the TV networks do label all violent 
shows, they wi 11 probably need to broadcast a 
parental warning through more than half of 
prime time.' 

"But not only was the level of violence in 
prime time unreal, so were several other impor
tant things. In the week studied, there were only 
4 shows in which married people had sex, but 
there were 13 with sex among unmarried peo
ple and 9 between married heterosexuals while 
singles or cheaters had sex 39 times. 

"Religion did not have a prayer. In real life, 
more than 40 percent of the population attend 
church at least once a week. In television only 5 
percent of the characters were shown practicing 
religion in any way. In one's week's time, there 
was not a single Boy Scout or Girl Scout in all of 
prime, and nobody went to a PTA meeting or 
Little League ball game. 

"According to USA Today, you are unlikely 

to 'find characters on TV doing any of the hun
dreds of activities that make up the bulk of the 
average American's day. 

"EDITOR'S NOTE: TV is out of touch with 
reality and presents a distorted view of the aver
age American to the viewing audience. 

"Politicians have been calling for TV net
works to label all violent show, claiming that 
people tend to do what they see on TV. That is 
why we go out and buy a beautifully packaged 
bar of soap after seeing it on TV. And that is why 
children want certain toys after seeing them ad
vertised on TV. Sometimes one wonders if the 
entertainment industry is not deliberately trying 
to destroy America with its unreal portrayals. 
There could be a great change in this country if 
TV would fairly present the American way of life 
rather than the steady diet of a distorted view. 

"Keep in mind that the above figures were 
compiled by USA Today after viewing 94 pro
grams between April 24 and 30. These are not 
the findings of a Christian organization or a con
servative group. 

A further footnote to this article would be 
that parents should be more involved in what 
their children watch on television. This little bit 
of involvement could prevent future difficulties. 
Moreover, parents should be encouraged to 
spend time with children away from television. 

From the Sword of the Lord. July 7 993 
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6ROWIN6 IN CHRIST 

Getting The Most Out Of Our 
Worship: Part One 

awe, 0 Lord, of your work." (Habakkuk 3:2) 

I • 
Try To Be On Time 
When many of us stream in late for a class or a 
worship hour, it gets us started on the wrong foot 
because we are distracted and not appreciating 

/::::::::J hristians spend many hours worshiping what we _are doing. God ~id not make singing 
U Cod as a body. Cod intends for this time part of his plan for worship so that we would 
to be not only gratifying to him (as he receives have something to do while the latecomers 
our praise) but also to be uplifting and inspiring arrive! 
for the worshipers. With a little preparation and The best way to be on time is to plan to arrive 
the advice of Cod's Word, we can help to make about ten minutes early. Then, if you can't find 
these times edifying and rewarding. your keys or if you hit a traffic jam on Morse 

I) Preparing For Worship 
The times we assemble to worship God are 
valuable and important. Instead of absent-

Road, you will still probably be on time. If you 
do in fact arrive early, you will have a few extra 
minutes for fellowship, so it pays off either way. 

mindedly arriving at our ---,----------Accept Your Important Role as 
building and then worshiping 1 Through Jesus, Part of the Body of Christ 
without thinking about what we "' therefore let us ~ There is a reason why our 
are doing, we can do some t·"n ll .~ · " G d worship together is special and 
. 1 h. . con t ua y 011 er ,,o o . t t w ch . , s1mp e t rn gs to prepare our · • · • rmpor ·an. e are rr s.t s 

minds for a meaningful time. a sacrifice of praise~ body and are ca lled to be to-

Realize What Worship ls 
the fruit of lips that gether. When w~ assemble, 

,.{'. • ,, we need to set aside extran-
Our English word WORSHIP is 
a contraction of the older word 

con1 ess his name. eou's worries or distractions so 
Hebrews lJ:l5 •, that our minds and hearts are 

"worth-ship"; we worship 
something because it has worth to us. We 
assemble to celebrate our God, who created the 
world and everything in it, and who is powerful 
and wonderful. Our motivation to come to 
worship must not be to be entertained, to fulfill 
an obligation, or anything besides the belief that 
we have a God worth worshiping. 

So each time you leave for the assembly, try 
to stop and remember where you are going, the 
importance of being with God's saints, and the 
ways we can show God he is worthwhile. "O 
Lord, I have heard of your renown, and I stand in 

open to each other and to God. 
I sometimes visualize myself leaving a big bag of 
distracting things in the back seat of my car - a 
fanciful but effective way of clearing my mind. 
We also should come in awe of God - we 
should expect worship to give us joy, not "fun". 
"Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom 
that cannot be shaken, let us give thanks, by 
which we offer to Cod an acceptable worship 
with reverence and awe; for indeed our Cod is 
a consuming fire." (Hebrews 12:28-29) 

Mark Garner 
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Fa1ni/y Information 
Contributions 

r Attendance 

Last Week $5690 Weds \" , . 154 

AvgYTD $5800 Sun Class ' 168 ,, 
Budget 

" 
$6100 Sun AM _'!I_ 275 

' 
Sun-PM 167 

(Co11/in11edfrom page I) 

There are times when "selfish ambition" get the 
upper hand in our lives. We want to be recognized 
even though it means conflict with the body. And 
the body suffers as a result. Philippians 2:3. 

At other times our vain conceit, "If things aren't 
done my way, I won't be supportive," wreaks havoc 
on the body. Philippians 2:3. 
1 And then there is my own personal agenda, my 
own interests. As a result, I don't have much time for 
the body. I frequently neglect the assemblies and 
seldom participate in the works. Philippians 2:4. 
And the body hurts and grows weaker and weaker. 
And the tragedy is we don 't seem to care very much. 
While we glory in our personal freedom, the body 
suffers. Perhaps we need to ask ourselves, " Do we 
really love the body? And are we doing al we can to 
build it up?" The church, humanly speaking, is not 
perfect. But neither am I. And in spite of this, Christ 
loves me and the church. 

I need to be very sensitive to the needs of the 
body and to how my words and actions, or my 
silence and inaction impact the body: In this society 
that so prides itself on individualism, often to the 
neglect of the group, I need to understand 
responsibility and my need to love the body. How 
can I love Christ and not love the body of Christ? 

Charles Moore, from Cod's Abiding Word, Vol.25, N0.2 

127 
27 

Calendar 
February 

Potluck after services in the annex. 
Scarlet Small Group Leaders Meeting, 
30 minutes after services, E-28 

March 
2 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7:00 p.m. 
4 Area-wide Singles Devotional at 

Northland 
5 Men's Inspirational Day 

Zanesville, OH 
5-6 joyful Noise are ministrying at the 

Michigan Youth Conference, Flint, Ml 
6 Gray Small Group Leaders Meeting 

30 minutes after services, E-42 
12 Winter Youth Weekend, Genesse Church 
13 Deacons Meeting, 8:00am, E-42 
16 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7:00 p.m. 
19 Wedding: Paul Lennous, Julia Chen 

3:30 p.m., Northland 
20 Elders/Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
24 joyful Noise, COCS concert at Northland 
26 Ladies Inspiration Day, Glass City ' 

congregation, Toledo ' 
31 Tulsa Soul-Winning Workshop begins. 

April 
6 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7:00 p.m. 
8 Area-wide Singles Devotional at 

Northland 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, r rank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene 
Prince, Ray Thorne 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney. Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel , Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Body 
"Husbands, love your wives just as Christ loved the church and 

gave himself up for her." Ephesians 5:25 
We live in interesting times. Our churches reflect a changing 

emphasis. When I began my efforts to preach the Gospel more than 
forty years ago, very little was said in our assemblies about live and 
grace. In fact, if you used the terms too frequently in sermons, you 
were suspected of" going soft." (That was before we started throwing 
the word "Liberal" around). Thank God this attitude has changed, and 
we have begun to understand the centrality of love and grace in our 
lives, relationships and message. 

We understand that our hope (and only hope) is based on the 
conviction that God loves us in spite 
of our sinfulness, and by his grace, 
totally apart from any merit of ours, 
we I ive as redeemed persons. . 

We constantly remind ourselves of 
the great expression of this love and 
grace - the death of Jesus Christ on the 
cross as a willing, loving atonement • 
for our sins. We are "born anew" of 

"Now you are 
t,he bo.dy of_ Christ, 

and each one of 
you is a pari of it.,,. 

-Paul 
love, and we are "born anew" to love. · ~·- ,~ ·-~~--- - .-. 
Our lives are built pn the great r 

commands: "Love God" with your whole being, and "Love your 
neighbor as yourself."1 

We meet together and we have much to say about loving God, 
loving Jesus, loving our neighbor, and loving our brothers and sisters. 
And often we do loving things for others. But there is an area of our 
lives where we sometimes forget to apply the principle of love. 

Christ calls us out of the world into a fellowship called the church, 
or the body of Christ. This body is defined universally and locally. The 
church of God at Corinth wa spointedly called the body of Christ. And 
body life is important! Edification, encouragement, exhortation, and the 
ability to take on projects too large or complex for a single individual 
are all benefits of the body. In meeting together, we constantly remind 
each other of the great truths relating to our relationship to God, Christ, 
the Holy Spirit and each other. 

Christ loves the church, and so should we. This must not be an 
"abstract love," but should manifest itself in our relationship with the 
local church. Do we really love the church? 

(Continued on page ./) 
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6ROW/N6 IN CHRIST 

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF 
OUR WORSHIP 

and sisters can make our song service more 
enjoyable, and it reminds us of why we're 
together. So, at least when we sing a song you 
know, look up from the songbook and look 
instead at the other saints. 

(Part Two) Think about What You're Singing 

Paul said "/will sing praise with the spirit, but I 
II) Singing Together · will sing praise with the mind also" (1 Cor. 
/;:=}\ "O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us 14: 15). The power of song \is that it unites 
\.::,/make a joyful noise to the rock of our emotion and thought. Some of the songs we sing 

salvation!" (Psalms 95:1) have beautiful lyrics that describe God anc;l our 
In calling us to sing psalms, hymns, a~d spirit~al relationship with him;' -?thers express simple 
songs, God has given us an opportunity to unite thoughts about profound truths. Both are worth 
in praising him while deepening the joy we ~et thinking about, whichever kind may be your 
from knowing him. Singing,. mor~ than.anything personal favorite. Try to learn the words to our 
else we do in our relat1onsh1p with God, '1hymns and try to think about what they mean. 
involves our emotions and can What we are singing about is 
allow us to express and dee?en "Sing joyfully to the more important than whether 
our feelings. Let's consider LORD · hteous· the song itself is fast or slow. 

1 carefully how we can take full 'young ' 
1 

advantage of this blessing of it is fitting for the O,o Not Give In to Self-

singing to God. unright to praise Consciousness . 
'l:' • Singing from the: heart 1s! not 

Give Singing the Proper Place in him." really a natural. activity for most 

Our Worship . . ",· Psalm 33:1 of us. I don't think I ever in my 
Singing songs together 1s JUSt as ' _' 1

1 .~ life sang in public before 
' important as any ~ther part of becoming a Christian, since it's 

our collective worship. Do not treat the time we not something I'm very good at. But God does 
sing as a warm-up for the sermon or as a ~race not expect us to be on key, to ~,eep perfect time, 
period to arrive late. Unless you value the times or to remember all the words perfectly. He does 
we sing together, you won't get much out of very much want our hearts to be in it and for us 

them. to enjoy it. It's worship, not a performance. Sp 
turn up the volume a little, relax, and do not 

Sing To One Another worry about what it sounds like. (Linda 
We are taught in Ephesians 5:19 that when we occasionally laughs at or comments on the way I 
sing we are to do so to (or among) one another; sing_ I just go on praising God in song!) 
our songs are meant to be shared. So we should 

try to be involved with one another while we Next week- Prayer and the Lord's Supper. 
sing. Looking around and smiling at our brothers 

3 



Family lnfor1natio11 
Contributions Attendance 

Last Week 

AvgYTD 

Budget 

$4889 Weds 

$5687 · Sun Class 

$6100 Sun AM 

158 

197 

296 

Sun PM r 155 

(Continued from page 1) 

with the Almighty and His Son (Matthew 7:21) 
can be ~aid to b.8'.·stale and humdrum. Yet, that 
is what those who forsake Wednesday night are 
saying. 

Finally, those who forsake Wednesday night 
are saying with certainty that obeying God's 
commands is not important. Hebrews 10:25 
commands that one not forsake the assembling 
of the saints. Those who forsake the mid-week 
assembly undoubtedly think the command is 
not important. Could they be mistaken? 
"Blessed are they that do his commandments, 
that they might have right to the tree of life, 
and may enter in through the gates into the 
city" (Revelation 22: 14). 

We urge all those who forsake the Wednes
day night gathering of the saints to change their 
ways. Make sure to attend in order to receive 
the spiritual food..,;which is offered. There is 
nothing more important. Upon attending regu
larly you will find that it is refreshing and enjoy
able; and you will obey the Savior in the pro
cess. Victor M. Eskew 

Reprinted from Pulpit Helps. 

Calendar 

March 
6 Scarlet & Gray Small group leaders are 

both meeting this Sunday, 30 minutes 
after services in E28. 

5-6 Joyful Noise are ministrying at the 
Michigan Youth Conference, Flint, Ml 

6 Gray Small Group Leaders Meeting 
30 minutes q_fter services, E-42 

12 Winter Youth Weekend, Genesse Church 
13 Deacons Meeting, 8:00am, E-42 
16 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7:00 p.m. 
19 Wedding: Paul Lennous, Julia Chen 

3:30 p.m., Northland 
20 Elders/Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
20 Bridal Shower for Lori Steele, 2:00 p.m. 

Annex. See Kristi Kronstad or Angela Yun 
24 Joyful Noise, COCS concert at Northland 
26 Ladies Inspiration Day, Glass City 

congregation, Toledo 
31 Tulsa Soul-Winning Workshop begins. 

April 
3 Easter

1
Sunday 

6 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7:00 p.m. 
15 Area-wide Singles Devotional , TBA 
17 Deacons Meeting, 8:00am, E-42 
23 Greg Oral/Lori Steele Wedding 
24 Elders/Deacons M eeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
29-Mayl 3rd Annual Central Ohio Singles 

Retreat, Round Lake Lodge, Lakeville 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell , Roy Estep, Eugene 
Prince, Ray Thorne 
Deaco11s: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 458"1 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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When We Miss Wednesday Nights 

It is common to look at the attendance figures of most congrega
tions and find the Wednesday night attendance to be greatly below 
those for the service on Sunday morning. Sometimes the total atten
dance on Wednesday is one half of the Sunday morning figure. 

Those who cause this difference by deliberately forsaking the 
Wednesday evening Bible classes are sounding forth a message to God 
and others. Let us look at some of the things we proclaim when we for-
sake Wednesday night Bible class. · 

First, one is saying that he does not need spiritual food. The Bible 
contains the necessary ingredients for one's spiritual growth (1 Peter 
2:2). Every Wednesday night some of these spiritual delicacies are set 
forth for those who are hungering 
and thirsting after righteousness. 
Those who remain at home during 
th .is spiritual feast act as though they 
do not need thi s nutrition for their 
souls. At the present, these individu
als may not b>e aware of it, but they 
are dying spiritually. One who does 
not eat in the physi ca l realm will 
soon cease to be. This is also true in 
the realm of things spiritual. 

cc Let us not give up meet
ing together, as some are 
in the habit of doing, but. 
let us encourage o~j: an
other ..... -a1nd all the~mo'fe . . . 

as· you see the Day ap-
proaching. lJebre'liJs 1p:25 

Second, those who forsake the Wednesday night services are saying 
with clarity that there are some things more important than gathering 
with God's people for study and meditation upon God's Word. Some 
of these "more important" things are television programs, the newspa
per, housework, and the garden. A continuation in such a course will 
cause many people, even your brothers and sisters in Christ, to wonder 
whether you have been raised with Christ. "Since, then, you have 
been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ 
is seated at the right hand of Cod. Set your minds on things above, 
not on earthly things." Colossians 3: 1,2 

Third, those who remain at home on Wednesday nights are also 
stating that Bible study is boring and dull. It is amazing tha(one could 
call something more precious than gold (Psalms 19:10) dull and bor
ing. It is beyond comprehension that the Book containing God's mind 
(1 Corinthians 2:9-13) could be thought of as dry and uninteresting. It is 
astounding that the map which will direct us to the heavenly abode 

I 
(Continued on page 4) 



For the Family 

KEE PING THE MARRIAGE 
BED UNDEFILED 

' Part II 

"Marriage should be honored by all, and the 
marriage bed kept pure, for Cod will judge the 
adulterer and all the sexually immoral. 11 

Hebrews 13:4 

The Appeal of Adultery 
We do nothing without expecting some sort 

of return. We lie because we don't want people 
to see the real truth; we steal because we desire 
things for our own gratification; we hate, not be
cause we like the fe.eling, but because we want 
to look better in our own eyes. The deception of 
sin is that we will be better off if we do it. Adul
tery is no exception. 

1. Immediate Gratification. 
One of the major appeals of adultery is that our 
sexual passions can be gratified immediately. 
There is no waiting, no work, no hassle - sex is 
the goal and can be achieved at seemingly very 
little cost. If we find ourselves loving the imme
diate gratifications of unrestrained lust, pornog
raphy, or voyeurism, be assured that actual 
adultery is only an opportunity away. 

2. No Commitment. 
Many people resent the constraints of marriage. 
The pressures of financial responsibilities, de
manding children, or an unsatisfied nagging 
wife often make a man long for the "good old 
days." By definition, an adulterous relationship 
is without commitment. It is full of laughter and 

fun because there is no history or past to argue . 
about. It is relaxing because there are no bills to 
pay or children to feed. It is convenient because 
you can always walk away "scot free" because 
no commitments have been made. 

3. A Fantasy World. 
The ultimate attraction is that in adultery one 
lives in a fantasy, fabricated, unreal world. My 
friend even thinks he is in love with his latest 
girlfriend! The adulteress says: "/have looked 
for you and have found you! I have covered my 
bed with colored linens from Egypt. I have per
fumed my beds with myrrh, aloes and cinna
mon. Come, let's drink deep of love till morn
ing; let's enjoy ourselves with love!" (Proverbs 
7: 15-18). It is all a fantasy world that wi II be 
shattered as surely as the sun will rise. "Many 
are the victims she has brought down; her slain 
are a mighty throng. Her house is a highway to 
the grave, leading down to the chambers of 
death" (Proverbs 7:26-27). Indeed, the writer of 
Proverbs saw no fantasy world of joy in the life 
of the adulterer. 

The Sober Truth 
There is no pretty or attractive way to portray 

adultery. It is not an affair with a lover; it is only 
cheap sex with no true love involved. In fact, 
adultery is rooted in hatred. Hatred of God be
cause of an abhorrence of His laws; hatred of 
your spouse because of your cruel behavior to
ward her; and hatred of yourself because you 
cease to care that you wi II be cast into hell for 
the price of a one night stand! 

"Do not be deceived: Cod cannot be 
mocked. A man reaps what he sows. The one 
who sows to please his sinful nature, form that 
nature will reap destruction" (Galatians 6:7-8). 

-Dan Allison 
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6ROWIN6 IN CHRIST 

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF 
OUR WORSHIP 

(Part Three) 

studying it in the Scriptures. Discuss it with other 
Christians until you are confident of why we 
regularly share in the Supper. Please .doo.J: just 
continue to observe the physical aspects of the 
Supper each week without trying to understand 
the deep meaning behind it. To oversimplify a 
bit, the Lord's Supper is a physical reminder that 
God's Son Jesus actually came to our earth, that 

Ill) Prayer and the Lord's Supper he had a real body and that he shed real blood 
These two parts of our worship are similar in that, so that our sins could be forgiven. We observe it 
although they emphasize a personal aspect of together because now we ourselves are Christ's 
our relationship with God, it is important t? share body on earth, and we are all cleansed by his 
them together. God wants us to pray to him as a blood. ,. 
body and also wants to observe a memorial ~o 

Jesus Christ as a body. ·So we will study them The Supper is not merely a physical ritual, but 
together this week and next week - here are rather is a physical reminder of spiritual truths. 
some thoughts on these aspects of our worship: . So to simply consume bread 

I , k and grape juice misses the point 
Understand the Purpose - Prayer · The Lord Jesus ... too and so is of no more value than 
When we are led in prayer, stop bread, and when he had someone getting dunked in a 
to think what we are doing. given thanks, he broke it pool of water without repenting 
Consid~r how we ar.e, togeth:r, and said "This is my of sin or confessing Jesus as 
requesting an audience with '. • Lord. Further, to observe the 
God, and remember that when body, which ts for you; Lord's Supper without the rest 
we pray the ruler of the universe do this in remembrance of the body is not appropriate 
is listening to us. It may. help to of me." -Paul , because it is inconsistent with 
study passages (e.g. 1 Tim. 2:1- - - the meaning of the Supper. 
8) that talk about s'ome of the 1 Make sure you understand the Supper well 
goals of prayer' together, and to study examples enough that the simple partaking of unleavened 
(such as Acts 12:5-16 and 4:23-31) of the early bread and fruit of the vine with the body is 
church praying together. Whether a number of meaningful to you, because when people do not 
believers pray, or whether one person prays for understand its purpose they get restless and 
the body, praying together is especially powerful bored with the straightforward, unpretentious 
(that is, if we really understand what we're doing) way we observe it. 
and is also a time to draw together as we pray 

about the needs and goals we share. 1Getting the most out of prayer and the Lord's 

Supper start with understanding why we do them 
Understand the Purpose - Lord's Suppei . together. Next week we'll continue with a look 
The Lord's Supper can take a while to at putting some of these principles into practice. 
understand and you should spend a little time -Mark Carner 
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Family Information 
Contributions Attendance 

Last Week 

AvgYTD 

Budget 

$6262 Weds 

$5744 Sun Class 

$6100 Sun AM 

122 

183 

303 

Sun PM ... , 158 

(Continued from page I) 

him (prayer) a chore, a ~uty. Their heart is not 
in it. Worship is the same for them. It becomes 
form or rote. They can go throt,Jgh aU the mo
tions without ever meaning it. It is spiritual burn 
out. Their soul is actually weary of God and Je
sus. What a state! It means disaster in every 
way. 

Have we never learned that a garden needs 
attention? Love has to be fed. The friendship ac
count has to have regular deposits. Marriage 
needs constant attention and tender, loving 
care. And even though God and Jesus will 
never leave us, we can leave them. They will 
not take second place to our job, our money, 
e~en our spouse or children. We must love and 
serve them first and foremost and then every
thing else will find its proper place and life will 
be joyous and fulfilled. It is in this context that 
Paul's conclusion rs meaningful: "for in du'e sea
son we will reap a harvest if we faint not." 

Reprin,ted from Newletter 

Calendar 

March 
13 Deacons Meeting, 8:00am, E-42 
16 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7:00 p.rn. 
19 Wedding: Paul Lennous, Julia Chen 

3:30 p.m., Northland 
20 Elders/Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
20 Bridal Shower for Lori Steele, 2:00 p.m. 

Annex. See Kristi Kronstad or Angela Yun 
24 joyful Noise, COCS concert at Northland 
26 Ladies Inspiration Day, Glass City 

congregation, Toledo 
31 Tulsa Soul-Winning Workshop begins. 

April 
3 Easter Sunday 
6 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7:00 p.m. 
15 Area-wide Singles Devotional, TBA 
17 Deacons Meeting, 8:00am, E-42 
23 Greg Oral/Lori Steele Wedding 
24 Elders/Deacoris Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
29-Mayl 3rd Annual Central Ohio Singles 

Retreat, Round Lake Lodge, Lakeville 

. May 
15 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
18 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 p.m. 
22 Elders/Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene 
Prince, Ray Thorne 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt. Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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WHAT ABOUT BURNOUT? 
Our society has coined the new phrase, "burn out." It is used when 

people tire of their job or profession and quit just because they ·lare 
bored with it. The pressures become too much; they feel that they can
not go on. The task has lost its challenge; it is too much of the same 
thing. 

It is conceivable that this could happen in a boring, tedious, hard 
job, but it should not happen in marriage, child-rearing, worshiping, 
and our relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Let us notice Paul's words to the Galatian Christians: "Let us not be 
weary in well doing, for in due season we will reap, if we faint not." 
(Gal. 6:9). 

Current thinking says that we 
should give up anything that "puts us 
in a bind," makes us unHappy, does 
not make us feel fu lfi I led, or anything 
that has lost its cha! lengei or zest. . 
While it is true that there are some 
things that we ought to give up, there 
are some real values in life that 
should never be walked away from. 
They are the responsibilities to our 
husbands, wives, children, parents, 
and God. 

"Let us not become 
weary in doing good, 
for at the proper time , 

. we .will reap1a harvest . 1 

if we do not give up." 
.:.Paul 

The home is in trouble today. We all have heard some say, "I'm just 
tired of being married; I want to be free." It is true that it takes two to 
salvage a marriage, but we ought to be the one who wants to keep it 
going. Since "God hates divorce," we must do our best to make our 
marriage work. Two Christians with this desire can make any marriage 
work. We must not become "burned out" on our marriage. We need to 
give it constant attention by talking to each other, doing new and excit
ing things together, and reading and studying the Word of God to
gether. If we need help, we must get it now, not when it is too late. 

The most remarkable of all is that we can "burn out" in relationship 
with our Lord Jesus Christ and with our Heavenly Father. Can you 
imagine trying to give a logical explanation as to why you become 
weary of God? People do! Oh, they will not say so in so many words, 
but their actions tell the story. They never permit the Father to talk with 
them by reading and meditating upon his Word. They find talking to 

(Continued on page 4) 



For the Family 

IN DEFENSE OF A LITTLE 
I 

VIRGINITY 

The University of Texas Medical Branch 
recently found that condoms are only 60 
percent effective in preventing the transmis
sion of the human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV) in heterosexual couples. Dr. Susan 
Weller of UTMB conducted an analysis of 
11 independent HIV transmission studies. 
Her conclusion: "When it comes to the sex
ual transmission of HIV, the only real pre
vention is not to have sex with someone 
who has or might have HIV." 

j 

This surely explains why not one of 800 
sexologists at a conference a few years ago 
raised a hand when asked if they would 
trust a thin rubber sheath to protect them 
during intercourse with a kriown HIV
infected person. Who could blame them? 
They're not crazy, after all. And yet they're 
perfectly willing to tell our kids that "safe 
sex" is within reach and that they can sleep 
around with impunity. 

Since the federal government began its 
major contraception program in 1970, un
wed pregnancies have increased 87 percent 
among 15-to 19-year-olds. Likewise, abor
tions among teens rose 67 percent; unwed 
births went up 83.8 percent. And venereal 
disease has infected a generation of young 
people. Nice job, sex counselors. Good 

thinking, senators and congressmen. Nice 
nap, America. 

One study of married couples in which 
one partner was infected with HIV found 
that 17 percent of the partners using con
doms for protection still caught the virus 
within a year and a half. Telling our teens to 
"reduce their risk" to one in six (17 percent) 
is not much better than advocating Russian 
roulette. 

Almost 65 percent of all high school fe
males under 18 are virgins. 

A few years ago in Lexington, KY.,. a 
youth event was held that featured no sports 
contest, no rock groups - just an ex-convict 
named Harold' Morris talking about absti
nence, among other subjects. The coliseum 
seated 18,000 people, but 26,000 teenagers 
showed up! Eventually, more than 2,000 
stood outside the packed auditorium and lis
tened over a hastily prepared public address 
systems. Who says kids won't listen to this 
time-honored message? 

No one ever heard that genital cancers 
associated with the human papilloma virus 
(HPV) kill more worn.en than AIDS, or that 
strains of gonorrhea are now resistant to 
penicillin. 

Reprinted .from Focus on the Family 
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6ROWIN6 IN CHRIST 

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF 
OUR WORSHIP 

(Part Four) 
I 

Ill) Prayer and the Lord's Supper (continued) 
Last week we discussed the reasons why we 
pray together and the purpose of sharing in the 
Lord's Supper. Now we want to look at how to 
make the most of these times in our worship as
semblies. 

stood, but in the early church it was considered 
a vital reason for meeting toget~er. You may 
also want to study what Paul has to say about 
the Supper's importance in 1 Cor 11: 17-34. 

Be Aware of the Body 
Remember all the other believers who are pray
ing with you. Draw strength and encourage
ment from their fellowship! If you bowed your 
head and talked to God at work, you'd be 
ridicule'd, but now you're in the one place 
where it is considered normal and desirable to 
pray. Sometirnes believers take it for granted 
that they have this opportunitY: We have just a 
few times when we are in the midst of others 

Keep Your Thoughts Focused who want to worship God as we do, instead of 
During prayers and the Supper, it is easy to lose being surrounded by people who don't care 
concentration. We need to exercise self-control about God or about the people he created. So 
to keep our thoughts from wandering. It is very when we're together, appreciate whom we are 
easy for me to let my thoughts wander to chess, with and let that keep the worship form being a 
sports, or some r:iovel I've been reading; I often routine. 
have to ask God to help me keep my mind on This is especially important during prayer 
what I'm doing. There are also several other and the Supper because these times are specifi-
things that the Scripture identifies as hindrances cally meant to emphasize personal things that 
to praying together (such as personal conflicts, we all have in common. When we are led in 
lack of faith, and bad motivation). Any ~im~ you prayer, we all can and should be conscious that 
have great difficulty keeping concentration in the things being prayed represent needs we al.I 
prayer or during the Supper, begin by consider- share, goals we have together, and things we all 
ing what particular hindrances you may have should be appreciative of. During the Supper, 
created to attentive. participation. . . you are reminded that not only was your own , 

By the way, it should also be clear that it is soul saved from darkness, so were many others . 
highly inappropriate to sleep during a prayer Draw strength and encouragement from know-
time or to use the time when the Lord's Supper ing that the assembly room is filled with others 
is being shared as an opportunity to write notes, who have the same relationship with God to 
read the bulletin, or the like. Again, each acti~- give thanks for. 
ity that God has called for in assembled worship , 

has a purpose and is important. God did not im- " ... they raised their voices together to Cod ... 
plement the Lord's Supper to give everyone a When they had prayed, the place in which they 
little free time during our hour together. In to- were gathered together was shaken" (Acts 
day's churches, the Lord's Suppe~ is little under- 4:24,31) -Mark Garner 
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Contributions Attendance 
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_] 

Sun PM .;t,. 178 
(Continuedfrompage I) 

, freedom in the first pl9ce. If God is god, He 
could put those stubborn unbelievers in their 
place. He could -force His will and His ways 
upon them. , 

"I just do not understand why God does 
not..." And we never will understand. But w~ 
,can know that God in His infi,nite wisdom is do
ing what is ultimately best. He has a purpose in 
the process. He causes "all things to work to
gether for good" (Rom. 8:28) even now. God 
i<nows what He •is doing when He chooses to 
use faith as the medium of c:onnection with hu
manity. He does not grant freedom out of de
spair nor grace out of weakness. He could do 
things in my way, and in my times ... byt thanks ' 
be to God that "His ways are higher than my 
ways." 

Trust Hirn. You wil.I not be sorry. 

Reagon Wi Ison 
Good News, Monmouth's Messenger 

Calenda1· 

March 
20 Elders/Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
20 Bridal Shower for Lori Steele, 2:00 p.m. 

Annex. See Kristi Kronstad or Angela Yun 
24 joyful Noise, COCS concert at Northland 
26 Ladies Inspiration Day, Glass City 

c.ongregation, Toledo 
31 Tulsa Soul-Winning Workshop begins. 

·April 
3 Easter Sunday 
6 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7:00 p.m. 
15 Area-wide Singles Devotiona! 1 TBA 
17 Deacons Meeting, 8:0?am, E-42 
23 Greg Orall/Lori' Steele Wedding 
24 Elders/Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a,.m., E-42 
29-May1 ~rd Annual Central Ohio Singles 

Retreat, Round Lake Lodge, Lakeville 

May 
8 Mother's Day 
15 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8,:00 am 
18 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 p.m. 
22 Elders/Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
29 N<.:ighbor Day 

Services 
Sunday ·Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
We~nesday 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene 
Prince, Ray Thorne 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold; Tom Barrlhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Miluersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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HIS WAYS 
"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 

ways, declares the Lord. As the heavens are higher than the earth, so 
are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts" (Is. 55:8-9). 

Often in my conversations with people, a comment is slipped in 
that essentially says, "If I were God, I would do things differently." Not 
that we come right out an9 express that It is usually the more subtle "I 
wish that. .. " or "Why ... " or "Would not it be nice if ... " 

We wish that God's timing could be adjusted to fit our hurried pace. 
We have little patience with God's chosen processes, we are too intent 
on getting to the finished product. 

Go? could h~ve bypa~sed 'all the ex- "And we know that :in all' 
perrences of life and simply ta~en us t.h, · '· G d k fi i' th '1r. 
home with Him at the point we put. '' t~gs ,O wor S or , e ·] 
our trust in Him. That would certairily good of those who love 11 . . . . " 
circumvent a lot of needless suffering, 1« : him; who have been · ·1 

and blundering and won?ering. In- called according to his t '. 

stant heaven. Or at least instant matu- , · ,, , ' 
rity. Why not? We slap our foreheads :'it~J"?,- purpose. I, , ·t, r 

and bemoan, "if I had only known , ~·ti' .:, . 11 , 1 .~:. -,(J( ,, .. \ ,;. •Paul 
then what I know now ... " Why could ----··-------
not god have just funneled this information into our cranium instead of 
making ws gather it so slowly amidst the confusing ups and downs of 
life's long experiences. , 

And why did God make Himself sd hard to see and know? A child 
dqes ,not have to wonder who its .mother is. She is right there. Visible. 
Tangible. Material. Loving, caring and providing in ways that are 1 too 
obvious to miss. Would' not it be better if God made himself visible 
and undeniable in that same way? We would not have to worry about 
the risky and tenuous venture of walking by faith. We could all walk by 
sight, and that'whole troublesome process of coming to faith could be 

I 

handily eliminated. No more doubt. No more questions. No more 
searching. No more going out on a limb for something or Someone we 
cannot see. 

But then there are those who just do. not know how to use freedom. 
They would choose to rebel against God no matter how undeniably 
real He manifest Himself. rhey should not have been given that much 

(Continued on page 4) 



For Husbands 

The Secret Sins 

"Sec;irch me, 0 God, and know my heart; test .' 
me and .know tny anxi0us thoughts. See if there 
is any offens/ve way in m'e, an,d lea,d me in the 
way everlasting." Psalm 7 39:24 ' 

Of all prayers, this is probably the most diffi
qilt to bring,before our Father. It expresses an . 

The concern here is that lust has a voracious 
appetite for more! .No matter how good it is at 
home, unrepented lust will always search for 
more gratif.icatio'n elsewhere. ,This p~int should 
be understood very clearly: If yol'i ha\fe,sex as a 
gbal in entering marriage, you. wi 11 never be sat
isfied with your wife alone. You win live in slav
ery to that lust indefinitely. Will lust be satisfied 
in the marriage bed? By' definition, no! Lust, in
deed, can ·never be tq.dy satisfied. it is always 
huhgry, al·ways·searohing for new food to feast 
upon. It is a crue.1 taskmaster. 

openness that mahy.have never,experi,enced. Jt . , . . 
is the requ'est:of a man w,ho 'wants to be known Husbands, what is the true desire of ydur in- · · 
and purified by God.Ar~ you that m'an?. Do, you "Yard .hearts today?· Where ,have your wanc;lering 
want your secret heart exposed? Do yoµ want eyes led you even this hour? '"If you think you 
Go9 ar;id the world to know »'hat occur.s in the are standing fl rm, b~ careful that you don't fall" 
recesses of your mind? As a married ma~, dd '(1 Corinthlans 1 10:12). Do you find yo'urself."Vith 
you want your secret sins revealed? ' · secret desires for other 'women? Where have , 

' ·. · · · your fantasies taken you? Jesus said very ' 
Contrary to' what you ·many ,think; marriage is clearly:" Anyone who ~ooks at a woman lustfully 

not a cure-all'f6r deep seated sexual sins. Many :· has already committed adultery with h~r in ~is 
have ~ought solace from 1 Corinthians 7:9:". But heart" (Matthew 5:28). Whether your desires or' I 
if they cannot control·· themselves, they sho.uld fantasies are ever fulfilled or not; Jesus.said :that- ' 

. marry, for itis bet.ter to marry than burn with you'r lust is adultery! Brtngyour wandering eyes 
passion." Though PauJ said this as a concession, back hor:n~. You are pl'aying a dangerous game 
which of you would contehd that Paul advci- ·when you play wit)l lust. 
cated marriages built on lu.st? How mar;iy people 
today begin and maintain their relationships via 
the avenue of lust? Yo~ must realize that what~ 
ever you sow, you also reap (Galatians 6:7'), If a 
re lationship is built on lust, lust will contihue to 
be its hallmark. Lust involves the .9esire for 
something you have no right to possess. Con
cerning marriage, Paul said:"The wife's body 
does notbelong to her alone but also to he.r 
husband.' In the sam~ way, the 

1
husband 1s body 

does not belong to ·him albne but also to his 
wife" (1 Corinthi;:rns 7:4). In marriage, we are 
commanded .to satisfy the other's sexual desires 
(1 Coliinthians 7:2-3). 

' 
:"For a man's ways are in full in view of the 

Lord; and He examines all of his PC!:ths" · 
(Proverbs 5:21 ). Brothers, we .have made a com- 1 

mitment to ·God and our wives. Let us hold fast 
to that commitment and honor,God by living 
holy I ives. · 

Food for Thought: .. 
It has been said that Christianity is only one 

generation from extinction. How do we pre- ' 
elude .extinction? By living ·and teaching faith at 
horn~ and by living and teaching faith at c~urch. ' 

' I • . 
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6ROWIN6 IN CHRIST 

~ETTING ,THE MOST OUT OF 
" I OUR :WORSHIP ' 

(Part Four) 
To conclude our study of worship; for the next 
two weeks we will consider how to get the 
most out of classes and lesson,s. . 

I 

IV) Sermons and Classes 

you can
1 

probably think of others beside~ the 
I " 

o'nes I'll mention. Taking notes helps you!to pay 
attention and ma~es · it mdre likely that ypu'll 
pick up on poin'ts especially useful for yo'u. ' 

Th.~ most impo~tant reason to take notes is to 
· make the things you hear~' not just good 

ideas.that someone "spiritual" had. (Remember' 
the p·urpose of listening to these lessons!) I'm 
disappointed when people respond to ~ny 
classes by telling me that they were so im
pressed by what I had to say that they no longer 

The most important tiling here is always· to bear , have to study that topic on their own . ., But I'm 
in mind the purpose of the humerous le'ssons encouraged when some'one tells me that one of 
w.e hear each week. You must avoid the :error , ,our c.lasses gaye them a gbod start to studying " 
of expecting to be.spoon-fed by a teacher who valuable and helpfu'I things on their own. When 
is supposed to inspire and educate you without you take notes, you are furnis~ing yourself with .. 
any effdrt on your part. Yo,u will get much material to help you deepen your d\yn corwic-
more out of Bible classes and sermons if you tions of the truth. · 

l '' ' \ . 

seek to Lise the material for Y;OUr own further 
thought ·and stt.Jdy. (Note to teachers: you also 
should keep this in mind! you don't really help 
anyone if you just try to tell them everything . 
yO'u knoW·- your goal needs to be getting-them. 

. to think and study .about God mqre 'an their 
own.) 

Be .Atterltive 
Pray that God will help you listen attentively 
an,d learn what he warnt~i'you to. Then pay at
ten!ion! -1.n, particular, it's a good idea tc;> look at 
the.teacher whil~ yQu're listening. Don't treat 
him/,her as a loudspeaker, but as .a perso'n; good 
Bible te~chers will try to relate personally to 
their audienc~ and you can help them do this. 
S.,ome of the practical things we've discussed 

1 

earlier in our series" about keeping our minds on 
our worship cah also help with this. 

Take Notes 
Taking notes is important for several reasons; 

Too many Christians come away from sermon 
after. serrnom yvith feelings and d~si res that never 
lead to permanent change; the reason for this is 
that real change t"'kes inteHecr1:Ja l fou.ndatior:i 
pfu emotiohal stimuli. I might be very con
vinced (or convicted) of something,, but how is 
that swpposed to help you change?! You have to 
make the effo;ts on your own to build under~ 
standing to go w.ith yoUr feelings. ' 

'' 

Next time we'.11 begin' with some praCtical ideas 
6n note-taking. · 

"These Jews (of Beroea) were more receptive , 
than th.ose in Thessalonica, for they welcomed 
the message very eagerly and examined the · 
scriptures to see whether these things we're so." 
(Acts 1 T: 11 ) · · · 

iMark Carner 
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Family lnfo1mation 
Contributions Attendance 

last Week 

Avg YTD 

Budget 

$5586 W eds 154 

179 

2S6 

$5685 Sun Class 

$6100 Sur:i AM 

Sun PM 178 

(Continued from page 1) 

(4:22 NASB) And finally, "the wall was com
pleted on the 25th of Elul, in 52 days. When all 
enemies heard about this ... (they) lost their self
confidence, because they realized that his work 
had been done with the help of our Cod." (6: 15 
NASB) 

When our people today, "work together 
with all their heart," amazing achievements will 
likewise be celebrated - to the glory of our God. 

Ted Kell 

(Continued from page 2) 

Good Listening involves making sure 
you really understand what the other person is 
saying or thinking. 

Good communication is not optional, but 
vital. It is the life stream, the nerve - the very 
heartbeat of relationships. When it is lacking, 
the marriage relationship deteriorates. When it 
is healthy, the marriage relationship flourishes 
and the two become one. 

H. Preston Shepherd 

Calenda1· 
- March 

30 All current Wednesday adult classes end. 
31 Tulsa Soul-Winning Workshop begins. 

April 
3 Daylight Savings Time- Set your clocks. 
3 Ea~erSunday 

All current adult classes end. 
6 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7:00 p.m. 
1 O New Sunday adult classes begin. 
10 Wedding Shower for Belinda Rodriguez 

1 :30 p.m. in the Annex 
13 New Wednesday adult classes begin. 
15 Area-wide Singles Devotional, TBA 
17 Deacons Meeting, 8:00am, E-42 
23 Greg Orall/Lori Steele Wedding 
24 Elders/Deacons Meeti,ng, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
29-May1 3rd Annual Central Ohio Singles 

' Retreat, Rbund Lake Lodge, Lakeville 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

'r 

9:30 am 
Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene 
Prince, Ray Thome 

10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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WHEN PEOPLE WORK 
"So we rebuilt the wall till all of it reached half its height, for the peo
ple worked with all their heart." (Nehemiah 4:6 NASB) 

Few tragedies scar as does a raging fire. The devastation is com
plete. The desolation is mournful. Such was the disaster of the city of 
Jerusalem when God judged his holy hill with the torch of Nebuchad
nezzar. On the day Jerusalem fell, the Edomites cried, "Tear it 
down ... tear it down to its foundations!" (Psalms 137:7 NASB) 

In God's mercy, at last a remnant retur'ned to rebuild their beloved 
city. And the city began to rise from its ashes. Yet, when some later vis
ited Nehemiah, yet in Persia, they told of Jerusalem's continuing an-

1 • 

guish: "Those who survived the exile 
and are back in the province are in "From Him the whole f 
great trouble .and disgrace. The wa.11 bo1d "<Ji ed. and h. eld'to-
of Jerusalem 1s broken down, and its y, 1 TJ • .~ 
gates have been burned with fire.,, gether by every supqort-
(Nehemiah 1 :3 NASB) Hearing this, ing ligament, gr,o f.vskJfld 
Nehemiah " ... sat down and wept." ~ builds itself UJ(in lot&e; as 
(v.1) 1 - h · d ' , · ,;i...J.k" 

T:he Persian monarch, Artaxerxes, eac part o.es its W y1 • 
moved by Nehemiah's sorrow, com- " .. r ~., .. ~·1 : 11 · 1 P~ul~ 
missioned him to return to rebuild ... ·•· ____ ..._ ______ _. 

the city. After a quiet tour by night with some of the local leaders to 
evaluate the ruins, Nehemiah urged, "You see the trouble' we are in: 
Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have been burned with fire. Come, 
let us rebuild tfie wall of JerusalegJ, and we wi(I no longer b'e in dis
grace. I also told them about the gracious hand of my Cod upon 
me .. . They replied, Let us start /ebuilding. So they began this good 
work." (2: 1 7ff NASB) 

The task was formidable - after seventy years of abandonment. Ene
mies mocked and ridiculed them, demanding, "What is this you are 
doing ... Are you rebelling against the king? ... What are those feeble Jews 
doing? Wil/. they restore their wall? .. l Will they finish in a day? Can they 
bring the stones back to life from those heaps of rubble - burned as 
they are?" (2: 19; 4:2 NASB) 

The story of the wall's restoration from rubble is a thrilling one. Each 
family had its own segment pf the wall to rebuild. As enemies threat
ened, some would "serve as guards by night and workmen by day." 

(Continued on page 4) 



For the Family 
A Key To Strong Marrfa.ge 

Relationships: Communication 

"Can two walk together except they be agreed. 11 

Amos 3:3 

The oneness which God has ordained for 
marriages can only be achieved when good 
communication exists. Certainly, apart from our 
relationship to God, God intends the ·mardage 
relationship to be the closest of all other rela.: 
tionships and effective communication is a vital 
key to that strength. However, strong communi
cation does not just happen - there are several 
basic requirements to follow if one is to experi-
ence it. ' 

Effective Communication Is Mutual Open
ness. "Therefore each of you must p,ut off false
hood and speak truthfully ... " (Ephesians 4:25). 
A man cannot really know his wife, nor a wife 
her husband unless they are open and honest 
with each other. You may think'you know her, 

\ 
she may think she knows him by just observa-
tion, and to some degree, maybe we do. But we 
cannot really know each other or relate to one 
another in depth until we open our hearts. It is 
not what my wife may pretend to be; it is not 
what I think my wife is; it is not even what oth
ers think my wife is, but what she thinks in her 
heart - that is her (Proverbs 23:7). Unless I am 
relating to what she is in her heart, I am relating 
to an image, a mirage and not the real person. 

Effective Communication Is Self-Control. 
Oftentimes, people joke about having a "short 
fuse" or they may say defensively, "I get angry 
quickly, but I get over it right away." Having a 
"short fuse" is not a joking matter. It is du~ing 
these temper fits that the lack of self.:control be-

comes o,bvious in what we say. The old saying, 
"sticks and stones may break my bones, but 
words can never hurt me," is emphatical 1ly un
true. The Bible is not silent about the destructive 
power of wrong speech. Scripture teaches that 
our words can be as dangerous and painful and 
destructive as "the piercing of a sword" or as "a 
cup of poison" or .as "the burning of a fire." 
(Proverbs 12: 18; 16:2 7; James 3:5-8). Because of 
the lack of self-control, hateful, violent, hasty, 
careless, bitter, or cutting words have been 
thrown at the other person, leaving the other 
person battered, beaten, weary and hopeless. 
The end result can be that lines of communica
tion are shut down in the marriage relationship. 

Effective Communication Is Having a Chari
table, Forbearing and Accepting Spirit. With 
reference to the point above, simply controlling 
negative reaction is not enough. We must re
place sinful practices with holy, righteous prac
tices. This means that our judgmental, critical, 
demanding, demeaning and bitter spirit must be 
replaced with a charitable, encouraging, forbear
ing and accepting spirit. Ephesians 4:2 admon
ishes us to live in complete lowliness of mind 
and meekness with patience, bearing with one 
another in love. In verse 29 of the same chapter, 
it' commands us to use "only what is helpful for 
building others up according to their needs." 

Effective Communication Is Good Listening. 
There are several important qualities of good lis
tening which can be mentioned: 

Good Listening involves letting the other 
person speak without interruption. Proverbs 
18: 13 says "He who

1 
answers before listening, , 

that is his folly and his shame. 11 

Good Listening involves giving the 
other person your undivided attention. James 
1: 19 says "Everyone should be quick to listen, 
slow to speak ... " 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Growing In Christ 

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF 
OUR WORSHIP 

(Part Six) 

IV) Sermons and Classes (continued) 
Last week we looked at being attentive and at 
the reasons for taking notes. 

How To Take Notes 
There isn't one best way to take notes; the im
portant thing is to do so. I generally just write 
down the Scriptures that are referenced and a 
paraphrase of the main points. I'll also write 
down an outline if one is given. If something 
strikes me as especially important, or something 
that I want to look into later, I put a "check" or 
star next to it to give me something to remem
ber to study later. My wife, on the other hand, 
likes to take very detailed notes of everything 
that is said, including comments made in Bible 
classes. She likes to be able to study any aspect 
of the class if she wishes, and likes to be able to 
notice something she may have missed the .first 
time. Take your notes however is most appro
priate for you. 

Postpone Criticism 
Any time a humari teaches from the Bible,_ there 
will be rough .transitions, inaccuracies, and con
fusing points. If you only concentrate on these, 
you.' re not going to get much out of the lessons. 
I've listened to a lot of lessons from people who 
know far less about the Bible than I do - I still 
take notes and generally find something in any 
lesson, even if the lesson as a whole is a bad 
one, that I can learn from. God is pretty power
ful - any time we have our Bibles and our minds 

open at the same time he'll teach us something. 

It's also notable that many Christia~s' criticisms 
are of an astonishingly trivial nature. Is it really 
important if a pre~cher gives a slightly wrong 
verse number or mispronounces a name? I' ll 
give you a good rule of thumb: if your criticism 
is important enough that you're willing to com
municate it directly to the teacher or preacher, 
do so. If it isn't ii mportant enough for that, then 
set it aside and concentrate on the good points 
of the message. 

Study Further on Your Own 
This is.the most important part of a Bible lesson! 
Sit down later to review the things that are 
meaningful or interesting to you; study them and 
meditate on them. Ask someone to help you do 
this if necessary. 

Participate When Asked 
In Bibl·e classes, the teacherwill often decide 
that the best way to bring out impo~tant ideas is 
through a discussion period. Be quick to take 
advantage of such opportunities to share your 
ideas! Too many believers withhold their com
ments for fear of "being wrong'' or of not saying 
"what the teacher is looking for". Good teach
ers don't "look for" (i.e. "fish" for) one special 
answer but are .instead just hoping that people 
will share ideas that are important to them. And 
good teachers realize that they themselves make 
mistakes, so they are tolerant of inaccuracies in 
the class's comments. 

"/was glad when they said to me, 'let us go to 
the house of the Lord!'" (Psalm 122: 1) 

-Mark Garner 
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Family Information 
Contributi~ns A.tte-ndance 

Last Week 

Avg YTD 

Budget 

$481~ Weds 

$5619 Sun Cl~ss 

$6100 Sun-AM 

(Continued from page 2) 

1 ~0 

162 

256 

tect us, and beside us to fellowship with us - let us 
do likewise with our children. Let us daily lead them 
to walk in our Father's way and truth that we might 
bring glory to His name and the greatest joy to His 
heart also. Ed Heinlein 

(Continued from page I) 

that life itself could be actually be like a dream. Not 
perfect, like her daydreams from her youth. No life 
hadn't been easy the past few years., but the trials 

• and difficulties that she encountered had really 
seemed momentary and always disappeared like the 
morning dew in heat of the sun. This dream was hav
ing a purpose for her existence. It was being loved 
like she had ,never experienced before, a love with
out limits and conditions. When she experienced this 
relationship, her only response was to follow him 
and do whatever he wanted her to do. He brought a 
peace and contentment that she could not explain. It 
was profound and real. 

Then her dream died, or rather he did. It was hor
rible. She had tried to make sense of this turn of 
events, but she couldn't. She didn't know what to do 
or think. All that she once had was now vanishing 
like a dream when you awake in the morning. She 
guess she had finally awoken from her dream. All 

Calendar 

April 
6 ~arents Support Group, E-44, 7:00 p.m. 
10 New Sunday adult classes begin. 
10 Wedding Shower for Belinda Rodriguez 

1 :30 p.m. in the Annex 
13 New Wednesday adult classes begin. 
1 S Area-wide Singles Devotional , TBA 
17 Deacons Meeting, 8:00am, E-42 
23 Greg Orall/Lori Steele Wedding 
24 Elders/Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
29-May1 3rd Annual Central Ohio Singles 

Retreat, Round Lake Lodge, Lakeville 

she could think to do was to hang onto the last re
maining impressions. 

So here she was on this morning like another 
morning, but it wasn't. She had gotten up to go to the 
tomb, because her and some other women had pre
pared some spices to cover his body with. The Sab
bath had kept her from coming the day before, but 
now she wanted to be close to him even though he 
was dead. Close to fleeting dream she once thought 
was real. Her dream that was now dead. 

She arrived at the tomb to find the stone rolled 
away. Her heart raced. What more could possibly 
happen. Then she s

1
aw the angel sitting on th~ stone 

that was once in front of his tomb. What the angel 
told her was incredbile, even more incredible than 
the last several years. Her dream was alive, that is He 
is alive, and he will never die again. He, and her, 
dream will live forever. Forever in that love that sur
passed understand and explanation. Resurrected! 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

9:30 am 
10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene 
Prince, Ray Thome 
Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Resurrected Dreams 
It was a morning like any other morning, but it didn't seem like it. It was 

only a few days ago when her world came crashing down around her, when 
her dreams died a violent death. 

Life had seemed special. Really the last several years had been wonderful, 
but it hadn't always been like this. Her life at one time was just an existence be
tween men. She had begun to sell herself to whichever man had the money. 
She had come to hate herself and everyone else around her. The words of her 
mother seemed so prophetic, for her mother had said she never would amount 
to anything. Especially after the immoral relationship she had had with a neigh
bor. She knew she had made a mistake and vowed never to do it again. That 
mistake, caused her life to begin to spin out of control. It's funny how one mis
take can do that. This had all seemed so so long ago, but now it was coming 
back to haunt her. 

Sh~ had given up the hope .of a normal life, a life without guilt and pain. She 
had concluded that life had· no meaning except in finding whatever could bring 
her pleasure or happiness. As a results, she had become a heavy drinker and a 
"party girl". It didn't take long for her to find out how quick all that "happine1ss" 
disappeared. Her whole life ended up leaving her empty inside. She tried to 
avoid the feeling, yet it kept coming back. There had even been moments when 
she thought about ending her life. Why not? Things would never change. When 
she thought matters couldn't get worse, she began to act in really strange ways, 
doing things that were crazy. She would blank out, only to wake up the several 
days later. And at other times, it was as if she was a spectator to a life someone 
else was living for her, someone who was evil and sick. She came to realize 
later the demons that had posse'ssed her. It was a horrible time in her life. 

Then she met "him". He was unlike anyone she had ever known. She can 
still remember vividly the day she look into those eyes. The eyes of the men she 
had seen for so many years, either were filled with lust, contempt or an uneasi
ness to avoid making eye contact. Yet he was different. There was no condem
nation, pity or contempt. Neither was there lust and sexual desire. No his eyes 
had been warm like the hugs she remember from her father. Then he spoke to 
her, and his voice was filled with geninue interest and caring. That day a glim
mer of hope began again for her. The things he said and did where so mar
velous and wonderful, and so for several years life was worth living. She quit 
sleeping with men and drinking. He had rid her of her demons and she owed it 
all to him and the things he spoke about. 

With the resurrection of hope, came a dream. A dream to be truly whole 
again. She seem to be living that dream out with him everyday. She didn't know 

(Continued on page 4) 



For the Family 

The Father's Greatest Joy: 
Faithful Walking 

Why is it that God's children walking in truth 
brings John his greatest joy (Ill John, verse 3,4)? 

Basically, words come from pictures. Faith and 
belief come from the same Greek word. "Walk" is 
the way the Bible pictures the Greek word translated 
"faith" or "belief (believe)." Walking with God is a 
picture or example of the word faith, and it is used 
through Scripture. Therefore, we might properly in
terpret John's greatest joy of "walking in truth" to lit
erally be "faithfully obeying and doing the truths 
commanded and set forth in all Scripture." the impor
tant of John's using "walking in truth" rather than 
"faith in truth" is that walking gives us the clear pic
ture of action and movement to obey. It is improper 
to view the words faith or belief as if they indicate 
merely a mental state or an inner feeling rather tha'n 

I 

the actions intended by their use (James 2: 14-26). 
In the Beginning ... 
God walked with His son Adam (Luke 3:38) in 

the Garden. But, Adam walked away from God 
(Genesis 3:8) through sin. Adam's lack of faithful 
actions in reference to God's warnings resulted in his 
death and separation from God. 

Towards the Conclusion •.• 
Consider the following examples which are 

praised in Scripture as symbols of great faith. He
brews 11 uses the word "faith" but the stories picture 
the word "faith" by the action of walking. 

Genesis 5:24 indicates Enoch walked with God to 
the point that God took him. Hebrews 11 :5 uses the 
word "faith" to describe Enoch's walk as so pleasing 
that God did not allow him to face physical death. 

Genesis 6:9 states "Noah was a righteous man 
blameless in his time; (Why?) Noah walked with 
God." Hebrews 11 :7 again uses the word "faith" to 
describe the life and walk of Noah which brought 
salvation to him and his family. 

The Heavenly Walk 

There appears to be a pattern in Scripture 
whereby the walk/faith concept grows. Generally, it 
starts with the simple picture of "walking with God," 
(Genesis 5:24; 6:9). IN the middle of the Bible it pro
gresses to "walking in the way," (I Kings 3:14; II 
Chronicles 34:2,31). Towards the end of the bible, 
the walk has progressed to its maturity: "walking by 
the Spirit" (Galatians 5: 16; Romans 8 :4) or "walking 
in the I ight" (John 8: 12; I John 1: 7). 

Today, we can be baptized into Jesus Christ to put 
on and receive Jesus (Galatians 3:26,27). Thus, Jesus' 
Holy Spirit and Jesus' Light is upon us and in us. This 
Spirit and Light allow us to have a successful, faithful, 
victorious walk with God; one that overcomes the 
flesh, sin that separates from the Father, Satan, and 
eventually death itself. In fact, the Scriptures clearly 
indicate this new, improved walk starts as we emerge 
from the waters of baptism into Christ for at that 
point we begin to "walk in the newness of life" 
(Romans 6:4). 

Revelation 21 :24 indicates the way fro men of all 
nations to get back to Father God is by walking in 
His guiding Light. Jesus is the Light and Way that all 
can follow and literally walk by His Spirit into 
heaven and the arms of the Father. 

The Walk/Faith Concept Is Based Upon The Fam
ily 

Picture the word "walk" as it pertains to a family. 
At birth, the parents pick up and walk (carry) the 
baby. At one, the father walks at a snail's pace as he 
holds his son's hand to steady, lead, and guide his 
walk. At three, the father jogs along to keep up with 
his son to help him have a safe walk. At thirteen, the 
father races to walk with his son and at times holds 
his hand to hold him back from the wrong things. At 
25, the father and on often walk side by side at the 
same pace as the son talks to his father about his 
baby and children and their walk. At 75, the son 
walks slowly and carefully as he pushes his father 
around in a wheel chair. 

As a Christian parent what causes you your great
est joy? Is it not Ill John, verse 4 "to hear of my chil
dren walking in the truth!" As Father God has carried 
us, walked ahead of us to lead us, behind us to pro-

(Continued on page 4) 
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61·owing In Christ 

Appreciating Cod's Plans: 
Lessons From Jonah 

Part One: Jonah 1:1-8 

The book of Jonah is a short one, but it teaches 
some significant lessons about accepting and re
joicing in God's plans. Jonah had no confidence 
in what God told him to do, so God found it 
necessary to take strong measures to teach 
Jonah some needed lessons. 

When God told Jonah to go to Nineveh, he was 
1 giving him a difficult and frightening job. At the 

time, Nineveh was the center of the powerful 
and feared Assyrian empire; the Assyrians were 
known for their violent attacks on other nations 
and for the cruelly imaginative tortures they in
flicted on their enemies. So it is understandable 
that Jonah would not wish to go. But God had 
given him the job as part of a plan - riot as a 
whim or to make Jonah feel bad - so God took 
measures to ensure that Jonah would go after all. 
Jonah headed in the direction opposite from 
where God had sent him, and thought he could 
hide, but God knew where he was and sent the 
powerful storm upon the ship. While the crew 
tried desperately to save the ship, Jonah slept be
low deck - trying to hide his responsibility from 
humans as well as from God. But soon God re
vealed Jonah's responsibility. (Jonah 1: 1-8) 

Some lessons from this part of Jonah: 

(i) God's commands are clear, and no excuses 
are sufficient to disobey them. God speaks with 
perfect clarity and complete authority. Whether 
the command is "Go to Nineveh and preach", 
"Repent and be baptized", "Not even a hint of 

sexual immorality", or any other, God's Word 
speaks clearly, without vagueness, and comes 
with authority - as God showed Jonah here. It is 
not relevant whether God's plans agree with our 
wishes or whether we think God's commands 
are "fair": no one else was required to go to Nin
eveh, but that did not justify Jonah not going; nor 
did this exempt him from punishment for his dis
obedience. 

(ii) Disobeying God will not lead to happiness. 
Jonah did not gain in the long run by his disobe
dience, and neither do we. Whether God 
chooses to expose our sin immediately (as he did 
with Jonah) or to wait until a latei: time (as he did 
when David committed adultery) we will not 
"get away with it". And while we wait, vainly 
hoping that the sin will remain hidden, our rela
tionship with God is superficial, distant and joy
less, even if this is hidden from others. Worse, 
others can suffer: Jonah's one sin brought fear 
and danger to a whole ship full of people, and 
the souls in Nineveh were being deprived of the 
Word of God. 

(iii) Accepting responsibility becomes more dif
ficult as disobedience is prolonged. Many 1 be-
1 i evers rationalize delaying in acting on God's 
commands because they convince themselves 
that waiting will make it easier to accept a com
mand that is now unattractive. This is a delusion; 
deferring obedience to God always makes it eas
ier to have a hardened heart and attitude, as 
Joqah did, and makes it harder for God to tell us 
what he wants. Note how Jonah is able to sleep 
peacefully while the crew is suffer,ing danger and 
terror because of his sin! 

-Mark Carner 
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Fan1ily lnfor1nation Cale11dar 
Contributions Attendance April 

10 New Sunday adult classes begin. L~st.Week 

Ayg YTD 

B.u'dget 

$5747' Weds 

$5628 Sun Class 

134 

11 7 

264 

10 Wedding Shower for Belinda Rodriguez 

$6100 Sun AM 

Sun PM 

(Continued from page 2) 

1 :30 p.m. in the Annex 
13 New Wednesday adult classes begin . 
15 Area-wide Singles Devotional , TBA 
17 Deacons Meeting, 8:00am, E-42 
23 Greg Orall/Lori Steele Wedding 

in counseling others. We will be able'to say 
what the prophet Isaiah said: "The Sovereign 
Lord has given me an instructed tongue, to 
know the word that sustains the weary" (Isaiah 
50:4). Tne Holy Spidt will bring to our mind 
verses that suit the particular need of the person 
we are talking .with. 

24 Elders/Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 

14. WITNESSING Scripture memory enables 
us to witness effectively. By knowing verses that 
present the plan of salvation we are equipped 
for evangelism at any time, just as the apostle 
Peter quoted the Old testament words of Joel 
and David as he spoke to the crowd that assem
bled on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2). We can 
also give biblical answers to people who ask us 
about our faith. We may not have a Bible with 
us in a spur-of-the-moment situation, but we are 
never without the Scripture portions we have 
memorized. 
15. TEACHING Anyone who teaches God's 
word publicly should be able to quote Scripture 
to make his points and to answer questions 
from his listeners. Francis Cosgrove 

Reprinted from his book, The Essentials of DiscJp/eship 

29-May1 3rd Annual Central Ohio Singles 
Retreat, Round Lake Lodge, Lakeville 

May 
8 Mother's Day 
15 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
18 Par.ents Support Group, E-44, 7 p.m. 
21 Congregational Picnic 
22 Elders/Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
29 Neighbor Day 

June 
4 C.O.C.S. Kinqergarten Graduation 
5 Graduate Day 
11 M id-year Leadership Meeting " ' 
12 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
15 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 p.m. 
18 Father/Child Banquet 
19 Father's Day 
19 Elders/Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

·Services 
Sunday Bible SctJdy 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Even1ng 
Wednesday 

Elllers:Wilt,ur Allen, Ba!lcy BB.JjOn, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9:30 am Ray'fhomtt 

10:30 am Dtacolu: L.eon,,Abrams., Bnan Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe _Bru:ozzini,':Dan 
S:JO m Baughman. l()hn Bradley-. Lynn ~hampney:, Darrell "£.step, Greg Hunt; Lou 
l ·OO p Uwrcnce, Jack M~uersberg,Dav1d McDamel, 8¢rylMcMasters 

· pm .EvangeliSI: Terry Moqre 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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TAKE TH OUGHT 
Danny Dutton is an eight year old who wrote an essay on God ... 

I 

Among many of his observations are these, "One of God's main 
jobs is making people. He makes these to put in place of the ones 
that die, so there will be enough people to take care of things here 
on earth." "God's second most important job," Danny continues, 
"is listening to prayers. An awful lot of thi s goes on, as some peo
ple, like preachers, pray other times besides bedtime ... God sees 
everything and hears everything and

1 
is everywhere. Which keeps ' 

him pretty busy. So you shouldn't go wasting his time by going 
over your parents head and ask for something they said you 
couldn't have." Danny also explained how atheists don't believe 
in God and that few churches have any atheists in them. I like this . 
next observation the best. Speaking 
of Jesus, Danny says, "He used to 
do all the hard work, like walking, 
on the water. :.and trying to teach 
people about God who didn't want 
to learn. They finally got tired of 
his preaching too them and they 

1 crucified him. But he was good and 
kind like his father and he told his 
father they didn't know what they 

'~nd be R.ind ta one 
another, tender

hear.ted;.forgiving one. 
another, justJ as God i 

Christ forgave you.,, 
- P.au 

were doing and to forgive them and God said 'OK."' 
Brethren, why is it that an eight year old can observe this and 

we can't? What is it about us older folks, in our maturity, that 
doesn't allow us to forgive others, as Jesus forgave his killers? 
Someone wrote, "Tis human to err, and divine to forgive." When 
we hear the divine nature of Jesus, we find it easy to forgive. In 
Ephesians 4:32, Paul wrote, "And be kind to one another, tender
hearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you." 

Danny also said this, "You should always go to Sunday school 
because it makes God happy and if there's anyone you want to 
make happy it's God." Thanks Danny for your profound wisdom. 

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; 
and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless 
at 1 the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Travis Irwin 

Reprinted from ' The Communicator 



In the lline 
The Value of Scripture Memory: 
15 Benefits of Filling Your Mind With God's Word 

1. INCREASING OUR FAITH Scripture mem
ory increases our faith and trust in God. We be
gin to look at life more and more from his point 
of view. Paul wrote, "Your attitude should be 
the same as that of Christ Jesus" (Philippians 
2:5). The memorized word of God helps us 
grasp this attitude of Christ as we walk through 
life, and builds our faith in God's guidance and 
love for us. 

Christian worker Bob Foster called Scripture 
memory "the daily habit of supplying the sub
conscious with God's material to chew upon." 
He wrote, There is a vast difference between "/ 
have a verse" and "It has me." The one can be 
the parrot-like repetition of words ... the later is 
the transforming by the renewing of your mind. 
2. VICTORY OVER SIN Just as the psalmist 
wrote, Scripture memory helps us have victory 
over sin: "I have hidden your word in my heart 
that I might not sin against you" (Psalm 119: 11 ). 
3. INNER CLEANSING Scripture memory has 
a cleansing effect. To get rid of unclean thoughts 
which lead to unclean words and actions, we 
substitute clean thoughts by concentrating on 
the words of God that we have memorized. In
stead of suppressing evil thoughts, we replace 
them. 
4. KNOWING BIBLE DOCTRINE Scripture 
memory can increase our awareness of biblical 
doctrines, providing a practical foundation for 
the way to I ive. ' 
5. GUIDANCE God instructs us in the way we 
should go as he speaks to us through the Scrip
tures we know by heart. "Your statutes are my 
delight; they are my counselors" (Ps 119:24). 

.6. PRAYE.R Jesus said, "If you remain in me 
and my words remain in you, ask whatever you 
wish, and it will be. given you" Uohn 15:7). Our 
prayer life is enhanced as we pray Scripture 
back to God. 
7. BIBLE STUDY Scripture memory helps us 
in our study of the Bible. We know more cross
references, and we can more easily tie various 
parts of Scripture together to increase our under
standing. 
8; Flt\IDING PASSAGES By memorizing key 
verses, we can locate specific passages on a par
ticular teaching. Knowing Matthew 6:33, for ex
ample - "But seek first his kingdom and his righ
teousness, and all these things will be given to 
you as well" - helps us remember that Jesus's 
teaching about placing God's concerns above 
our own physical needs is found in Matthew 6. 
9. MEDITATION Scripture memory allows us 
to meditate at any time on God's word. We'll 
always have something scriptural to think about, 
even. when it isn't possible to open up a Bible. 
"Oh,' how I love your law! I meditate on it all 
day long" (Psalm 119:97). 
10. EXPERIENCING THE HOLY SPIRIT The 
Holy Spirit uses the Scriptures we have memo
rized to strengthen us and to help us experience 
the power of his presence. 
11. WORSHIP Scripture memory helps us wor
ship God. In our personal, joyful worship of him 
at any time of day we can praise God with Scrip
ture. "Seven times a day I praise you for your 
righteous laws" (Psalm 119: 164): 
12. NOT WASTING TIME Scripture memory 
helps us make good use of what might other
wise be wasted time, such as driving to work. 
We may even find that occupying our mind 
with God's word keeps us from becoming impa-
tient or angry. · 
13. COUNSELING Scripture memory helps us 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Growing In Ch1·ist 

Appreciating God's Plans: 
Lessons from Jonah 

Part Two: Jonah 1 :9-16 

Earlier, Jonah did not wish to obey the com
mands that Cod gave him, so he tried to run 
and hide from Cod. Cod sent a violent storm 
upon the ship in which Jonah was hiding, and 
later exposed Jonah's responsibility to the crew. 

Now the crew knows that the storm is Jona,h's 
fault, and must decide what to do. ·In question
ing him, they find that he is a worshiper of Yah
weh (the Lord) but that he has disobeyed Yah
weh's instructions. (Ma~y ancient pagans had a 
fear of the living God, though they worshiped 
their own idols, because they had often heard 
of some of the more spe,ctacular Old Testament 
miracles.) God says that, because of Jonah's 
disobedience, they mast throw him overboard 
for the storm to stop. They are reluctant to do 
this, and try desperately to row even harder 
against the wind; but the harder they try, the 
worse the sea gets. FinaHy they realize that 
there .is no alternative; they throw Jonah over
board - and immediately the storm stops. This 
makes a g:reat impression on the sailors, who 
make sacrifices and vows to the true God. 
Uonah 1 :9-16) Important lessons: 

(i) Confessing sin doesn't always exempt us 
from sin's consequences. Jonah finally con
fessed his sin, but God still disciplined him fur
ther. When we have permitted disobedience to 
persist over time, we may.have to accept further 
discipline even after confessing the sin. Often 
disobedience creates negative consequences 

that cannot be avoided. At other times; as with 
Jonah, God must discipline us further to fully 
impress upon us what we have done. This is 
another reason to repent of disobedience to God 
as soon as we see a hint of it; it also shows how 
serious it is to God that we truly un'derstand the 
importance of obeying him. 

! . 

(ii) Trying to get out of sin's consequences only 
makes matters worse. The crew, though Jonah 
had endangered them, really wanted to avoid 
hurting him. They did their best to get to shore 
without throwing him overboard (as God had 
told them), but this only made things worse. 
When we try to shield either ourselves or others 
from sin's consequences (out of self·interest or 
mistaken compassion) we do no one any favors. 
Too many people today want to avoid ever 
"making somepne feel bad", and have a mis
placed pity towards those who suffer for their 
own sins. God is the one who gave us the ca
pacity to feel guilt, and guilt (properly chan
neled) is important in keeping us from wander
ing from God. 

(iii) God is able to use any situation in some 
positive way. God can always adapt his plans 
when humans resist him. God wanted to use 
Jonah to proclaim his message to Nineveh, but 
since Jonah resisted, God used him in a different 
way. The unbelieving sailors who saw God's 
disciplining hand at work were moved to wor
ship. Of course, it is in our own interest as well 
as God's to be ready to submit-to God's "Plan 
A", rather than forcing God to use us in an alter
native way as he did with Jonah, but it is en
couraging to know that God is willing and able 
to use even ' our mistakes in a constructive way. 

-Mark Carner 
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Family lnfor1nation 
Contributions Attendance 

Last Week 

AvgYTD 

Budget 

$5586 · . Weds 

. $,5685 Sun Class 

$6100 Sun AM 

154 

179 

286 

Sun PM . 178 

(Continu¢dfrom page 3) 

leadership and service in the ehurch. Over 40 
different students were taught in the Barnaul School 
_of Preach'jng'and. Biblical Studies. Eight received 

. certificates ofgraauation on March 20, 1994. 0Qe 
graduate wilfbe a full-time preacher in the city of 
Voronezh. Three will be.alternating as the regular 
preachers for the Barnaul congregation: the younger 

·· graduates will take turn·s preaching for a small 
church in the nearby village of Julina. The 1fwo sisters 
who graduated from the· school are already involved 
in teachi'ng tbe ladies Bible Class each week and 
being sour winners'whenever they have-the 
'opportunity. T,be futu,re plans for the Barnaul School 
ef Preaching and Biblical Stuqies is for our t~ree top · 
graduates to serve as instructors when we reopen the 
schoo I on September 19th. They w i II teach. the same 
curriculur;n -rtlat I taught them. I am conviriced that 
th'js is the key to evangelizing and providing future 
leadership for the church .'ih that part of Russia. 

Once again I want to express my sincere 
· appredation for all that you h.ave done to bring 
.about the s11ccess of thi.s work. ·may Gop bchly bless 
yo.u as you coritiriue to sacrifice for the cause and 

. serve Him. It is my prayer that we will be able to 
have fellowship in God's work agairil in the fUture. 

Yours for reaching the lost, Harry Summ~rs 

~ ' 

Calendar 

April 
23 · Greg Orall/Lori Steele Wedding 
24_ Elders/Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., ~-42 
29-Mayl 3rd Annual Central Ohio Singles 

Retreat, .Round Lake Lodge, La~eville 

May\ 
4 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 p.rn. 
8 Mother's Day · 
15 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
22 Elders/Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

June 
1 .Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 p.m. 1 

4 C.O.C.S. Kindergarten Graduation 
5 Neighbor !Day 

1 

11 · Mld~year Leadership Meeting 
.12 De.aeons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
12 Graduate Day 
18 Father/chi ld Banquet 
l9 Fathers Day . , 
1.9 Elders/Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

July 
4 Independence Day 
6 Parents Support ·Group, E-:44, 7 p.m; 
.1 O Deacons MeElting, E-42, 8:00, am 
17 Elders/Deacqns Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

_ . Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday. Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9: JO am Ray Thome 

10:30 am Deacons: ' Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barom ni, _Dan 

5;30 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7 
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
• pm Eva11geli~t: T~rry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus 'OH' 43231 (614). 475-0161 
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"Be Ye D,oers Of The Word, 
·And Not He~rers Only ... 'i' 

' ' 

Let me st~rt these thoughts by sayi.ng that I really believe we have a 
wonc;lerfu l brotherhood. We have so many excelleht elders and preach
ers. 

, What I arp going to say; I 'A;'Ould like to say kindly and with love t? 
all ministers, elders, Bible school teachers, and ordinary members of 
the church of Christ like my~elf. 

I , . . 

·My concern is our constant repetition of, "We ,speak where the Bible 
speaks and are silent where the Bible is silent." D·uring my many years 
as a Christian, I ha~e seldom used this expression because I believe it 
puts too much emphasis on "talking about God's plan;'' and overlooks 
the importance of "participating in God's cc - . · 
plan," by, doih·g His work, especially the ' Vo not merely 
work he entrustea to Christians in the listen to the word 
Great Commission. d d . . ' 

The apostle Paul exp lained the impor- an SO ecetve 
tance of doing the Lord's work in I yauiselves. 
Corinthians 15:58, Therefore, my dear 1'( D b · '' 
brothers, stand firm. Let ryothing move I. .0 w at it says. 
you. Alway~ give yourselves fully to the "• "'. • i; I \ - James 
work of the Lord, because you know that · ' 
your l~bor in the L0rd is not in vain." Thi.s scriptu re speaks to us today, 
just as it did to the church in Corinth long ago. 

Some in the church will protest the conc(;1pt that work is not a part of 
the New Te'stament teaching to get to heaver::i, for the Bible states, "For 
it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-arid this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of Cod-not by works, so that 

1
no one caA boast. 

For we are Cod's workmanship, created in c;hrist Jesus to do good 
works,· which Cod prepa~ed in advance for us to do." Ephesians 2:8-10. 
And I am sure that we all stand agreed that we can not work so as to ·. 
deserve or earn an eternity in Heav·en with the saved. 

Why then, you may ask, did Paul say that we ,should give ou'rselves 
to the work of the Lord? There is a very easy, simple ansvyer to this 
question. In Ephesians 2:8-10, Paul speak~ '. of works that are very differ
ent from the works of I Corinthians 15:58, and is the reason for our 
work today. Ephesians 2:8-10 corrects any idea that we might be able 
to earn or deserve admission to heaven through works. We show our 
submission to God if we follow C.hrist's example of love and service to 

(Continued on page 6) , 



For our Families 

How Can I Make a Single 
Pa(ent's Heart Sing? 

their parent - especially Mother's or Father's Day 
and Christmas. 

-Give them a phone call just to say "Hi!". 
-Send a card or note of encouragement. 

1 -Pray for them on a regular basis. 
-Run some errands for them. 

"/rescued the poor who cried for help, and the -Babysit and/or spend time with the children. 
fatherless who had none to assist him ... / made -Help arrange babysitting during retreats, ac-
the widow's heart sing." Job 29: 7 2-13 tivities, studies, and discipleship times. 

I -Take them along on a family or household 

Recently I read the above verses and thought outing. 
that Job must certainly have been a very un- -Remember birthdays, Christmas and other 
usual person and should be commended for his ' special days. 
concern for others. , He not only met the physical -Make or buy clothes for both parent and 
·needs of the single-parented families around child. 
him (the fatherless and widows with children), . -Attend school or extra-curricular activities 
but was able to assist them spiritually and emo- with them. 
tionally to the point that he "made the widow's -Mature married couples can help with and 
heart sing." give input into rearing children. 

As I marveled at Job's initiati.ve into the lives -"Adopt" them into you,r family or household 
of single parents and their children, it suddenly - have them over for a meal, sleepover, shop-
occurred to me that God wants that from us ping, errands, laundry and whatever else your 
also. "Religion that Cod our Father accepts as family/household does. 
pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans -Be on the lookout for specific needs y:ou can 
and widows in their distress and to keep oneself 'meet. 
from being polluted by the world" (James 7 :27). -Ask their discipleship partner for input and 
So you can see that to be acceptable to God to- suggestions on how you can help. 
day we must follow Job's lead and involve our- · 
selves in the lives of single-parented families. 
Oftentimes single parents are a bit fearful, inde
pendent, or have had a bad experience when it 
comes to asking for assistance. Do not be afraid 
to. ask or suggest ways you could do to help out. 

Listed below are a few ways you can try as 
you endeavor to serve single parents and their 
children and ultimately to make their hearts 
"sing." 

-Make it a family or household project to fix 
a meal, clean their apartment, do the laundry, 
wash the car, etc. for them. 

-Help the children do something special for 

If the above suggestions do not quite fit your 
situation, then be creative and adapt tf'lem or 
come up with "new or improved" ideas. Get ad~ 
vice from your discipleship partner, a more ma
ture Christian, .families with children, or other 
single parents. The main thing is that you are en
couraging and supportive and that you do 
something (James 4: 17). Begin this week by ask
ing God. for wisdom as you make every effort to 
be acceptable to God and meet the needs of 
others. Then, you can say, as Job did, that you 
"made the widow's (single parent's) heart sing." 

Ed Burrows 
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Growing In Christ 

Appreciating God's Plans: 
Lessons From Jonah · 

Part Three: Jonah 1:17-2:5 

Earlier, Cod had exposed Jonah's disobedience 
ahd its consequences to the crew of the ship on 
which Jonah was hiding. Against their wishes, 
the crew obeyed Cod and threw Jonah over
board. 

The crew feared that Jonah would drown in 
, punishment for his disobedience, but God had 
a better plan. God had prepared a giant fish to 
swallow him. (The popular conception is of 
Jonah being swallowed by a whale, but the 
Scripture says it was a fish. A large grouper, 
among other fishes, could swallow a human 
whole without serious injury.) While inside th.e 
fish, Jonah begins to realize what has happened, 
and begins for the first time to communicate di
rectly with God through prayer. H.e expresses 
the despair and fear he now feel~. Among his 
fears is that he shall not again be able to live in 
God's presence. (Jonah 1: 17-2:4) Lessons from 
this portion: 

(i) The aim of God's discipline is repentance 
and renewed closeness, not punishment for it's 
own sake. Certainly God could have let Jonah 
drown and then could have picked someone 
'else to go to Nineveh. God's goal, though, was 
not to hurt Jonah, but to help Jonah repent. So 
his further discipline in the fish, though surely 
not pleasant for Jonah, was to enable Jonah 
(having alr~ady come to a partial .acceptance of 
his responsibility) to come to a full repentance 1 

I 

and to rededicate himself to God. When we are 
I 

convicted of our own disobedience, it is impor-
tant to remember that God only disciplines us as 
far as is necessary to bring us to full repentance. 
God never enjoys punishment, no matter h(i)w 
bad the sin is. 

(ii) The way to truly repent or to t hange spiritu
ally is to communicate directly with God. 
Jonah has finally learned this lesson. Real re
pentance does not consist of outward acts but of 
change in our relationship with God, our atti
tude and perspective. That is why God put 
Jonah in the fish; Jonah needed to communicate 
with God, so God created a situation that en
couraged Jonah to do so. Whenever you have 
spiritual difficulties, seek out a place without dis
tractions (it doesn't have to be inside a fish!) and 
talk openly to God. Express what you really feel 
(even negative thoughts - he knows you have 
them) so that you can realize his presence and 
realize that he wants you to know him better. 
N0 amount of activity or of discussing your 
problems with other humans will ever replace 
personal communication with God. 

(iii) Our one real need is to live in God's pres
ence. When Jonah was tossed into the sea and 
sank to the waiting fish, many things went 
through his mind. But the greatest of his fears 
was that he might not again be able to live in 
God's presence. Worse than the physical 'fear 
and pain, and even worse than his humiliation 
before the sai I ors was the thought that he might 
have had his last chance to see God's temple or 
to serve God. At last he remembers what his life 
is about! Whatever else we may value can be 
ruined, lost or stolen, but when our desire is to 
know God and to serve him, Satan himself can
not take that away. 

-Mark Carner 
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(Continued.from page 1) 

his fellow man. I Corinthians 15:58 i~ under
stood rnore easily if read in conjunction with 
Matthew 25:31-46. Always keep in mind that 
we are saved by grace but that is only when we 
have demonstrated our submission to Christ. "If 
you love me keep my commandments". John 
14:15. 

We know about the Great Commission but 
we have neglected to give it the priority it de
serves in our lives. That is why the Great Com
mission is not moving forward in a very aggres
sive way. Jesus taught us how to win the love 
and respect and good will of our neighbors so 
they are easier to teach. You love them as you 
love yourself. See Matthew 22:36-39, "Teacher 
what is the greatest commandment in the Law? 
Jesu.s replied: Love the Lord your Cod with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind. This is the first and greatest com
mandmen.t. And the second is like it: Love your 
neighbor as yourself." Love melts the hearts of 
our neighbors so that they know we help them 
in a spirit of love. Our labor then is in loving 
others and helping each one to bear their bur~ 
dens. The work we do to prove our love to our 
neighbors is a different work than what we 
might think we should do to earn or deserve 
Heaven. If nothing else, the purpose is different. 
It is through loving work that we can win our 
neighbor's good will and open his heart to our 
message of evangelism·. 

My eighty-two year old legs ache after walk
ing from house to house block after block, day 
after day. But, I never get a door closed in my 
face or ugly words' spoken to me. People very 
often thank me for stopping and inviting them to 
share in our worship services and offering to 
help them in any way. Many old people in poor 
health can not cut their grass, or fix flower beds 
or repair doors with poorly adjusted latches. I 

spend many hours every month doing these 
things for neighbors. 

Have you ever thought of the total lack of 
teaching from our pulpits on how we should 
love our neighbors and how we should help 
others bear their burdens? 

Not any of I Corinthians 15:58 can be carried 
out while we are sitting in a pew. The man in a 
walker is not likely to come to our services and 
ask for someone to cut his grass. I promise you 
that you will find things to do; if you demon
strate love for your neighbors and if you go out 
looking for it. Jesus gave us an example of 
"finding the need and then helping". 

I realize many would be glad to help their 
neighbors if they were asked. The poililt is, we 
need to search for opportunities, and when we 
do that the people's attitude completely 
changes. This concept makes me preach about 
loving each other and helping each other. That 
is the answer to the problem I started this little 
article with. Call it community evangelism or 
helping our neighbors; then and only then can 
we say that we speak where the Bible speaks 
and are silent where the Bible is silent. Does I 
Corinthians 1 5:58 apply to us? Are we helping 
bear the burdens of our neighbors? We must. 
We should have a loving outreach to our neigh
bors to bring them to worship services and lead 
them to obedience. 

If only half of our membership would give an 
hour a week and if five or six served as a work 
force to do the work no one would have an im
possible burden and the church building would 
swell with visitors and new members and the 
Great Commission would be carried out. Instead 
of being dead on the vine as we are in so many 
congregation, we would be alive and well. We 
need to be searching for areas where help is 
needed, and actually help. 

Dryden Sinclair 
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From Russia 
Dear supporters of our work in Russia, 

Arlene, Brooke and I left Woodsfield, Ohio 
on August 31, 1993 and arrived back here on 
March 22, 1994. The work which we set out to 
do in Barnaul, Siberia took nearly seven months 
to complete. I feel very good about what God 
was able to accomplish through us during that 
time. We returned home a little earlier than we 
had originally anticipated. This was because the 
amount of time necessary to complete the 
curriculum for the School of Preaching and 
Biblical Studies was somewhat shorter than I 
had first thought it would be. All of our initial 
goals and plans were accomplished just as we 
had intended from the beginning. 

This will be our final written report to all 
who generol:lsly gave to .provide our travel, 
working and living expenses while we were 
involved in this great missionary effort. Please 
accept our heartfelt thanks for all that you did 
for us. Your mission dollars were utilized in the 
most effective way we could use them to bring 
glory to God, win souls to Christ, stabilize the 
Barnaul church and train spiritual leaders in the 
School of Preaching and Biblical Studies. Since 
it was necessary for Arlene to resign from her 
job and us to sell our house, in order to move to 
Siberia, we will be using any rema,ining fund to 
help with relocation expenses here in 
Woodsfield. At the present time we are living in 
the home of a good friend and sister in our 
congregation. 

The final conversion statistic speaks for itself 
in regard to the evangelistic success we were 
able to be a part of in Russia. There were 207 
baptisms in Barnaul during our stay there. 
Evangelistic campaigns, personal Bible studies, 
workshops, preaching services, etc. were all 

used by God to bring about this wonderful 
harvest of souls. I was particularly proud of 
Arlene for her part in teaching a number of 
Russians the Gospel and bringing them to 
Christ. Sometimes we baptized people in the 
bathtub of our flat. At other times we were able 
to rent a swimming pool, but it was always a 
thrill to witness the birth of a new babe in 
Christ. 

I believe that we were successful in helping 
to stabilize the Barnaul Church of Christ as I 
preached each Lord's Day during the worship 
services. Our first Sunday there we had 82 
people present and by the tinie we left the 
attendance was normally running above 1 SQ. 
The Barnaul congregation has been 
experiencing some persecution. We recently 
lost our regular meeting place due to political 
pressure placed upon the public school officials 

. from whom we were renting our facilities. The 
new meeting places we have be~n using are not 
large .enough but the congregation is making do 
until something better can be found. Please 
keep them in your prayers. 

Undoubtedly the most significant area of 
success in our work was establishing, directing 
and being the teacher of the Barnaul School of 
Preaching and Biblical Studies. My daily 
schedule began at 5 A.M. each morning · 
preparing classes to be taught at 9:00-11 :30 
A.M. and 4:00-6:30 P.M. Monday through 
Friday. The 16 course curriculum consisted of a 
comprehensive study of the Bible, Faith 
Building Evidences and the Distinctive Nature of 
the New Testament Church. Each full-time 
student was required to memorize many 
Scripture verses, read the entire Bible through, 
keep a complete notebook of all classes, preach 
and teach on assigned subjects and be involved 
in practicum work that would train them for 

(Continued on page 8) 
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T~W~TkW 
This week the study will be on obedience. Our theme is "In the Vine", and key to remaining in 
the vine is our obedience to Jesus. Our lives will be abundantly fruitful and bring glory to our 
God is we will obey His commands. Examine your obedience this week to be strengthen in our 
following Jesus. 

Sunday, April 17. Luke 11 :28. · 
Jesus said that are blessings in our obeying God's commands. What are some of the blessings 
promised? In what way has your life been blessed by obeying Jesus' commands? Are there 
blessings even when we don't see them? .If so, how should that effect our obedience? 

Monday, April 18. John 14:15. 
Why does Jesus link these two things together? Can obedience ever become rote and without 
love? What is our motivation for obedience? What if we don't feel love, should we obey anyway? 

I 

Tuesday, April 19. John 14:21-24; 15: 10. 
What is the results of our obedience? Why do we receive this? God loved us before we were 
born, what is different when we obey? What is the consequences of not obeying God? 

Wednesday, April 20. 2 Corinthians 9:13. 
We are called to be servants. What takes place when we are obedient in serving God and others? 

Review: 

In The Vine 

Obeying the Lo~d 
April 17, 1994 

Last week our study centered on walking with the Lord and having a passionate and intimate 
relationship with Jesus. Did you examine your relationship with God this past week and in what 
way were you changed? 

How have you grown in the past week? 
Where area are you most tempted in? 

1. 

List the ways in which you served God and others this past week? Are you actively looking for 2. 
ways to serve? , 1 

Thursday, April 21. Ephesians 6:15; Colossians 3:22-24. 
Slaves were called to obey their masters in the same way as they would the Lord. What are the 
different ways that we are to in like manner, serve the Lord? Can your obedience be characterized 
in that way? 

Friday, April 22. Hebrews 5:8-9. 
Meditate upon Jesus' submission and obedience to the Father. How did he learn obedience? His 
obedience paved the way for what? What could our obedience pave the way for? 

Saturday, April 23. Read 1 John. 
Note all the different verses that deal with obedience. What does God say about our obedience? 
Reflect upon your obedience. Is it like that of Jesus? 

4 

3. 

What did God said to you today? 
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$5656 

$5621 

Attendance 

Weds -, 162 

Sun Class 171 

Last Week 

AvgYTD 

Budget $6100 Sun AM 269 

Sun PM , 1 152 

(Continued from page 1) 

blow. His interests, not God's, were at the cen
ter of his concern. 

Peter's actions demonstrate the tenacity of 
the Me First mindset. It is not a mere relational 
virus, a slight psychological maladjustment, or a 
hand-me-down from imperfect parenting. You 
can't take a pill for it, or work it out in counsel
ing. Jesus tokl us it is a disease from hell, deeply 
rooted in the human heart. Without radical 
measures, it will drain the fulfillment from our 
lives and c~st us our souls for eternity. 

And the only measure radical enough is 
death. Death to self. The Me First mindset must 
be crucified. If anyone wishes to come after me, 
Jesus stated again and again, he mu'st deny him
self, pick up his cross, and lose his life. What 
does such a: death mean? That we give our lives 
away voluntarily in love and service to God and 
others. 

Bill Hybels 
Adapted from his book! Descended Into Greatness 
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Calendar 

April 
24 Elders/Deacons Meeting, 8:00 a.m., E-42 
29-Mayl 3rd Annual Central Ohio Singles 

Retreat, Round Lake Lodge, Lakeville 

May 
4 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 p.m. 
8 Mother's Day 
15 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
22 Elders/Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

June 
Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 p.m. 

4 C.O.C.S. Kindergarten Graduation 
5 Neighbor Day 
11 Mid-year Leadership Meeting 
12 'Deacons Meeting, E~42, 8:00 am 
12 Graduate Day 
18 Father/Child Banquet 
19 Father's Day · 
19 Elders/Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

I' 

July 
. 

4 Independence Day 
'6 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 p.m. 
10 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
17 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8 am 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9:30 am Ray Thome 

t 0:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brillll Arnold, Tom Barnhardt~ Joe Barozzini, Dan 
S· 30 pm Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
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Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
• pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

' Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Called To Serve 
One way to track the pulse of a society is to measure its words. Their 

meanings and values change with the times and mo~ements of history. 
Take the ..yord "servant." Before complaint became a national w'ay of 
life, it was considered an honor to serve someone. There was no higher 
cause than to provide for the needs of others out of love. Yet in a culture 
that panders to self-expression and individualism, "s.ervant" has virtually 
disappeared from our vocabularies. This six o'clock news features on 
self-absorbed person after another assertively demanding his or her indi
vidual rights. Occasionally a newscast ends with a "human interest" · 
stdry on someone who serves others. What surprises us is

1

that this per~ ' 
son is featured, but the obvious fact that the servant - one who looks af
ter ' more than his own self-interest - is now considered a novelty, the 
odd man out. 

We are only gradually awakening to the full extent of the disaster. 
Those willing to peer through the haze of their selfish pursuits can see 
the vague outlines of their y we are foundations collapsing. Slowly we 
are realizing that the things that make life important - our values, our 
sense of community, our wholeness - are the very things we have been 
destroying. We "find" ourselves, and much to our surprise, we find our 
ourselves in trouble. We are left reeling, feeling alone, trying tq keep our 
lives from unraveling in the chaos. We discover that 'pure self-interest is, 
in the end, self-destructive. 

Change can come, but only slowly. Deeply ingrained Me First· pat~ 
terns - to say nothing about our sin nature - cannot be broken 
overnight. It is no surprise that Jesus had to devote tremendous time and 
effort to teaching His followers a new way of living. It was a c1.1rious 
form of language He used to teach them, ajmost as if He reversed the 
common us~ge of terms: "Mine" became "yours," "getting" became 
"giving," and "ruler" became "servant." 

Jesus' conversations with His disciples became confusing at times, as 
when"two men try to talk to one another in different languages. This was 
especially true in His interactions with Peter. As hard as he tried, Peter 
often seemed to,hear Jesus wrong. Jesus said "kingdom"; Peter heard 
"rule." Jesus said "stand firm"; Peter heard "fight." The problem as their 
conflicting perspectives: the difference between human understanding 
and divine wisdom. 

Despite Jesus' efforts, Peter was still rooted in the world's value sys
tem. When Jesus said He had to die in order to serve others, Peter didn't 
care on whit about God's redemptive plan. He coulc;i only feel the pain 
in his heart, the drain of losing his purpose and his Friend in one swift 

(Continued on page 4) 



_ For Our Families 

!Does God Really Care About 
Single Parents ? 

the difficulties of living during a very severe 
drought. When her son died some time later, 
Elijah cried to the Lord and the body's life re
turned to him. God showed clearly He cares 
about and provides for. both the physical and 
emotional needs of sin'gle parents. 

"A father to the fathe;/ess 'a defender of widows, is In Luke 7: 11-1 7, as Jesus witnesse~ the fu-
God in bis holy.dwelling.

1

God sets, the lonely in fam- neral of the only son of a widow from Nain "His 
i/ies, he leads forth the prisoners with singing: .. " 1 heart went out to her." When He raised the boy 

Psalm 6.8:4-6 from the dead, He demonstrated unmistakenly 
God has always , had a special concern for the special place there is in God's heart for sin-

single parenrs and their families. The termin?I- gle parents. 1 

ogy of the bible may have been slightly different In the early church, one of the first needs ad-
than today and :divorce much .less prevalent, but dressed 'was the daily caring for widows (Acts 
slngle parents (widows - someone with a 6: 1-6) - some of whom certainly must have had 

· spouse) arid children ih 'single-:Parent families , children. It was such an important area of con- · 
(the fatherless - children without a father at cern that the whole congregation gathered to 
home) were always on God's mind. (I realize select seven : m~n to be responsible for the 

., \ I . . 

that .not every single parent is a woman 1 "single parents' and widows' 11Jir')istry". of tile 
(widow), but today, as in the time of the Bible, Jerusalem church. T.hi's ministry surely became 
many more are·w0men thc,m men.) even more prominent as persecution increased 

When God gave the Law to Moses, He made and multitudes of Christians were murdered by 
it clear that single-parent families were very 1 the Roman Empire~ . , 
much a concern for Him and should be also for We can see God has a.lways been concerned 
His holy people: ' about single-par.ent families and their needs. 1 

1. They were not to take advantage of them God has demonstrated He cares for, provides 
or God would punish (Exodus 22:22-24). for and demands that others help single parents 

" ' ' 
2,. God made special provi~ions for their ·and their children. This special pla<ee in God's 

physical needs (Deuteronomy,~4: 19-21). heart and family should call every single parent ' 
3. The m,an who withholds justice from them to be extra grateful and to truth the Lord with all 

is cursed (Deuteronomy 27: 19). · their hearts. There is no place in the Kingdom 
· 4. God Himself would defend their cause for grumbling or complain,ing, but onl.y the giv-

(Deuteronomy 10: 18). · ing of thanks in every sit_uation - ~ingle' or mar-
Another way Goq showed His love and con- ried (I Thessalonians 5: 18). ' 

cern for single parents and their children is the We must continue to allow God to prepare 
. miracles He performed for them. Especially sig- us for an ever-increasing ministry to single

nificant is the fact that the first person ra!sed . parent families as their numbers continue too 
from the dead, both ih the Old Testament and in rise rapidly in today's world. Let us share the 
the ministry of Jesus, was a single parent's child. good news ~ith · every cr~ature as we declare 

· In I Kings 1'7:7-24, God send Elijah to stay God does care about everyone - especially sin-
with a widow 'from Zarephath to help deal with gle parents! ' Ed Burrows 
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6rowing In Christ 

Appreciating God's, Plans: 
Lessons From Jonah 

Part Four: Jonah 2:6-9 

help us out of some difficulty, is a glimpse.of the 
greater and: more lasting joy that 'we will feel 
when we go home to be with him forever. All 
our .experiences here should be viewed in this 
light; submit'to God's eternal plans even when 
your worldly plans conflict with them. 

(ii) We must choose between our vain idols and 
God's grace. Jonah says this in verse 8; when-

God exposed Jonah's disqbedience, then con:- ever we cling to a vain earthly' possession or 
manded the sailors to throw Jonah overboard. goal we are mis~;ing out on the more eternal 
Instead of1etting Jonah drown, God sent a large blessings God has to offer. Since worldly things 
fish to swallow him. Inside the fi~h, Jo~a~ be- .are right irt front of our eyes, we often grab them 
gan to pray; he has now repented ofh1s d1sobe- without thinking, but the real blessiings are the 
dience and he desires to get c/05er to God. eternal ones. Like Jonah, we often don) think 

As Jonah continues to pray, his thoughts turn 
from the horrors he has experienced to the de
liverance that God brings. · He acknowledges 

· God's ability to save from even the deepest pits, 
and also realizes that his prayers have reached 
God in spite of his sins.· Th~ arm of the Lord is 
never too short to save! Jonah also considers 
the future: he has learned that clinging to idols 
or vain earthly objects and desires brings disap
pointment and eventual disaster. Jonah pledges 
himself tq a life filled with hymns of praise, with 
sacrifices and vows to God and with victories 
~edicated to God. 'He has regained a godly per
spective on 'his iife and, having changed inside, 
is ready to resume his ministry. Uonah 2:5-9) 
Lessons to remember: , 

(i) No earthly pain or fear compares with God's 
power or the joy of knowing God. (See also 
Romans 6: 18-25.) Life is not about avoid ing 
negative things; to make life worth living we 
must have positive goals. We should not seek 
·God just in the hope that he1 will bail us out of 
our earthly troubles. The joy we feel when we 

'see God a little more clearly; or wh:en God does 

· preaching the Word or ,ridding our lives of sin 
will make us nappy, so we instead fight to get 
worldly distinctions or temporary privileges:. Sa~ 
tan will give you as many of>~hese .as you,' re will
ing to take, but in taking them you're missing . 
out on fu lly knowing God. Humans have many 
ways of: deluding themselves into thinking that 
they can have .both,, but .instead we s~ould ac
ceptthat all we o.e'ed is God's .'grc:i.c;:e (2 Cor. 
12:9). 

(iii) When we submit to God's plq.ns, everything 
else is a joy. Notice Jonah's :new positive per
spective on everything. He is ready to accept 
responsibilities and to make vows to God, fully 
intending to fulfill the.m. He wants to sacrifice 
to God and wants to share in victories for God's 
sake, not his 'ow~. Al 'I t.hese changes come from 
ohe root change he has :made: he has accepted 
that God is the Master an9 that God's ways are 
right. Jonah now has the clos~ness to God and 
the confidence in God that will enable him to 
face outward challenges. 

. , I 

-Mark Garner 
' ' 
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Fa1ni/y Information 
Contributions Attendance 

Last Week 

AvgYTD 

Budget 

$4958 Weds 

5582 Sun Class 

$6100 Sun AM 

185 

171 

301-

Sun PM 157 

(Continued from page 2) 

Be Focused As You Walk With Your 
Children: Always b~ consistent and ven/ . 
disciplined when .it comes to your children. My 
children know exactly when I have individual , 
time wlth them weekly- the day and the hour. 
Teach your children daily to pray forthe lost, 
reach out to the lost and when older to go with 

. you to one-to-one Bible stLidies w[th non
Christians. They should see a burning desire in 

~; your heart to see souls won for Christ. Judy and 
-I pray daily our chii'dren w-ill become strong ' 
dedicated Christian leaders and reach 
thousands of people around the world! 

A focused family is the key to great .spiritual 
growth for both you and your family and 
essential for winning souls to Christ. Without a 
proper focus, many soul'!l could be lost, 
including members of your own family. 

Dave Weger 

-: 

Calendar 

May 
4 Parents Support Group, E~44, 7 p.m. 
8 Mother's Day 
15 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
20-22 Singles Retreat, Fort Hill Christian Youth 

Camp. See Bulletin Board For Details. 
22 Elders/Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

June -
1 ; Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 p.m. 
4 C.O.C.S. Kindergarten Graduatiori . 
5 Neighbor Day 
11 Mid-year Leadership Meeting 
1.2 Deacons Meeting, E~42, 8:00 am 
12 Graduate Day ' 
18 ~ather/Child Banquet · 
19 ' Father's Day 
19 Elders/Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

· July -
4 1 Independence Day 
6 . Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 p.m. 
1 O Deac0ns Meeting, E,42, 8:00 am 
10-16 Northwest Ohio Christian Youth Camp 

See Wilbur Allen or Dave McDaniel 
13-16 Heartland Workshop 

Indianapolis Indiana 
17 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E742, 8 am 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep; Eugene Prince, 
9: 30 am Ray Thorne , 

10:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 

5.30 m Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou ! 

7 
:
00

-p Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
· pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ' 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 4 7 5-0161 

c 
. 

I 

"' ,,.. 
~ cu :e 

In~ight 

A Christian is, in essence, s~mebody personally-related to Jesus 
Christ. Christianity without Christ is a chest without a treasure, a frarne 
without a portrait, a corpse without breath. Christ comes to each of us 
with an individual summons: 'Come to me', 'follow me'. And the Chris
tian life begins as, however hesitantly and falteringly, we respond to his 
tall. Then as we start following him, we dis.cover to our increasing afld 
delighted surprise, that a personal relationship to Christ is a many-sided, 
many coloured, many-splerido'ured thing. We find that he is our media
tor ar:id our foundati'on, our I ife-giver and our lord, the secret and the 
goal of our living, our lover and our model... We learn that to be a , 
Christian is to live our lives through, on, ir\, under, with, unto, for and ' 
like Jesus Christ... 

I 

There is so much int he world today which threatens to seduce the 
church from faithfulness to her heavenly bridegroom, and to distract her 
from essentials. I do not doubt that Paul, were he here in person today, 
would address to. us the v~ry same words that he addressed to the Chris
tians in Corinth: 'I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his cun
ning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere a~d pure devotion 
to Christ.' We will need constantly to be brought back to this personal 
devotion, this 'one thing' which Martha had not learne-d but Mary had, 
and which Jesus said was not to be taken away f~om her ... 

And all of_ us ... need to recover something of the passion for Christ 
which has animated the saints in every age. I take two Scottish divines as 
my example. Andrew Bonar wrote in h is journal: 'My soul's cry is still 
for more acquaintance with the Lord Jesus, and the Father in him.' And ' 
the same Bonar wrote at the end of his sketch of Samuel Rutherford: 'Oh 
for his insatiable 9esires Christward! Oh for ten such me~ in Scotland to 
stand in the gap! - men who all day long find nothing but Christ, to rest 
in, whose very sleep is pursuing after Christ in dreams.' 

If Christ were p.t the centre like th~t, an ailing church woul1d quickly 
regain its health, and ailing Christians their vitality. For the principal 
thing i's simply this, that we focus on Christ. 

John R.W. Stott 
Taken From Understandirg Christ 



For Our Families 

THE FOCUSED FAMILY 

"He and all his family were C/evout and God 
fearing; he gave generouslv to those in need 
and prayed to God regularly." Acts 10:2 

What a tremendous statement that describes 
a very focused family even before their ~aptism! 
I am positive that after Cornelius and his family 
were baptized they became focused on the 
mission - taking the gospel of Jesus to their 
Gentile people! ' 

There is an incredible need in the, church 
today to un

1

derstand the concept of balancing . 
the 'family and the ministry. T~ere seems to· 
always be a separation of the two as if they were 
magnets repel.ling each other. People either say, 
."I am neglecting my famrly needs because I am 
suppose to put the Kingdom first" or "there is r:io 
way I can really be effectiye in my sriall group 
because I have to put .my family above the· 
ministry." The problem is not the ministry and 
the problem is not the family, but it is you! I 

same day. The Bible tells u's why his family 
failed. Was it because of his ministry? No, the 
problem was that Eli refused to restrain his sons 
(I Samuel 3: 13). Eli was_ the problem and not.his 
ministry! 

Many people believe the ministry causes 
hardships on their family. The trust is the 
ministry. brought to the surface the previousl'>i' 
u.ndealt-with sins and weaknesses which always 
e~isted in the family. For example, ·a new father 
will blame his child for his own inipatience, 
when ih fact, the impatienc~ has been sin all 
along. The chi Id first brings the sin to the 
surface. Therefore, if the family is not,kingdom
focused it is the responsibility of the parents and 

·it is wrong to place the problem on anything 
else. · 

.Be focused As You Walk With God. This, of 
course, should never be cut or compromised for 
anything -there is never a reason to miss your 
time' with God! As parents you must be strong 
and sharp spiritually in order to make wise 
decisions about your family needs and 
scheduling. 

believe· God expects a great family to have a Be Focused As You Walk With Your Spou·se. 
·great ministry! In faet, a family cannot .be d<l>ing Have an awesome discipling time with your 
g~eat unless it is reaching out to the lost! My mate! Husbands must seek advice on how to 
children will never understand true New ' have a.great discipling relationship with their 
Testament Christianity until they experrence, as wives and to further learn by being with another 
a family, the work, prayer, and joy of reaching strong Christian couple during their discipling 

. the ldst! To have a spiritual family is to have .a time. Sit down sometime on Sunday night and 
ministry-minded, kingdom-minded family! plan your schedule for the following week. 

Remember the family of Eli in the book of I 
Samuel. His sons were wicked and their sins 
great. Even though they attended al I the 
religious functions and were priests, they were 
condemned ·by the Lord and both died on the 

Schedule all discipling times, family daily 
devotionals, evangel'ism and personal Bible 
studies with f~iends. Meet needs and be 
focused! 

(Continued on page 4) 
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6rowing In Christ 

APPRECIATING COD'S PLANS: 
LESSONS FROM JONAH 

~art Five: Jonah 2:10-3:4 

one doesn't like one. A principle or instruction 
you don't like will always be there; the most ben
eficial thing in the long run is just to accept 
God's autho·rity right away. If you don't, God 
will have to use discipline ~s he did with Jonah, 
and after that is done he 'will .give you the same 
instruction over again ~ 

r . . 

(ii) With the right foundation, dram .. tic outward 
After having his sin exposed and peing swal- .change is possible. Jonah not only does some
/owed by the fish, Jonah's prayer and meditation thing he previously refused to do, he does it with 
have helped him to change his whole attitude energy and without delay. He made this dra
about God and God's plans. He is ready to re- matic outward change because or the inward 
sume his ministry. 1 changes he worked through in his time with 

God. Merely trying to be out~ardly obedient to 
God now ·commands the fish to relea'se Jonah, God will not result 111 true, lasting change, 
and the fish spews him onto 'and. God gives the wh~reas a genuine spirit of revere11t submission 
sam'e command to Jonah that he gave in 1 :2, but . in our hearts enables us to do all t~a.t God asks, 

;this time Jcinah is ready to obey. Without hesita- even if our physical bodies r~sist or struggle. 
tion he not only goes. to Nineveh to pl'e<;lch, he . 
makes aw.hole day's journey into Nineveh itself (iii) J?reach the message just as <Sod gives it to 
ci:nd begins to. preach exactly as God intended us. Eveh Jesus said "I do not speak on my ow,n. 
h,irn to. Jonah fearl~ssly walks into the most authority, but the Father who sent me has himself · 
powerful·, violent and wicked city of his day and . commanded me what to say and how to speak." 
proclaims loudly that the city is to be destroyed! Uohn :12:49) Jonah . n~ither watered down the 
Uonah 2:1 Q-3:4) Important lessons f~om this por- message God gave him nor added his own opin
tion of Jonah: ions to it, but preached exactly what God told 

him to. Of course we know that this achieved a 
· (i) God will not change his commands for us; we favorable response, but Jonah didn't kno~ what 
have to adapt ourselves to God's commands. would happen. For all he knew, he might get 
After all that Jonah had been through, and after imprisoned or tortured by the violent pagan As
al I the changes he made in his attitL1de, God syrians. It is never up to us to try to decide what · 
comes l'.>ack ~ith exact ly the same command message will get the best response, or what mes
that started Jonah's rebellion. Everythir:ig that sage will be the most popular. Whether we are 
had happened didn't change what God wanted. speaking to other believers or to the lost, we 
So too for us, any command or printi'ple in the should resolve to "know nothing but Christ and 

, , Scripture that we pon't want to deal with now him crucified". 
will never go a~ay, and even if :.Ve diligently 
make other changes, obey other commands, or 
go through other trials, God i~ not going to re-
scind any of his C()mmands just because some-

3 

-Mark Garner 



Family lnfo1mation 
Contributions 

Last Week 

, AvgYTD 

Budget 

$5015 

$5551 

$6100 

(Conti1111ed/ra,111 page 2) 

Attendance 

Weds 187 

Sun Class l 1 3 

Sun AM 242 

Suri PM 142 

is silent. Does I Corinthians 15:58 apply to us? 
Are we helping bear the burdens of our neigh
bors? We must, to give meaning to our often 
used expression about where we speq.k and 
where we are silent. Under the directiqn' of the. 
efders vye should have a loving outreach to-our 
neighbors to bring ~hem to worship services and 
lead them to .obedience. 

If only half of odr membership1 would give 
an· hour ,a \'.veek and if five or six served as a , ,, 
work fo~ce to do the work no one wotJld have 
an impossiqle burden and the church building 
would swell with visitors and new' members ' ' 
and the Great Commission would be carried 
out. Instead of being dead on the vihe as we.,are 
in so many congregation, we would be alive 
and well an9 happy in our numbers. To speak 
where the Bible speaks, we need to be search
ing for areas where.help is needed, and actually 
help. Do it for a month and you will eas ily see 
how mue::h more the church will be known and 
respected. 

Dryden Sinclair 

Cale11dar 

May,. 
' ' 

8 Mother's Day · · 
15 Deacons Meeting, E-42, '8:06 am 
20-22 Singles Retreat, Fort Hill Christian Youth 

Camp. See Bulletin Board ForDetails. 
V Elders/Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

1 
4 
5 
11 
12 
12 
18 
19 

1~ 

) June 
. I 

Parent's Support Group, E-44, 7 p.m. 
C.O.C.S. Kindergarten Graduation 
Neighbor 8ay · · 1 

Mid-year Leadership Meeti'ng; 
Decicons Me~ting, E-42, 8:00 an:i 
Graduate Day ' 
Father/Child Banquet 
Father;s Day 
Elders/Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

, , I 

July 
4 Independence Day 1 

6 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 p.m. 
10 Deacons Meeting, E·42, 8:00 an;i 
10-16 Northwest Ohio Christian Youth Camp 

, See Wflbur· Allen or Dave McDaniel 
13'-16 Heartland Workshop 

lndianqpolis Indiana 
17 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8 am 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

E/ders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9:30 am Ray Thome 

10:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe-Sarozzini, Dan 
5.30 m Baughman, John Bradley, Lyll!l C~ampney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7
:
00 

p Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
· pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. ~lumbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 

c 

cO 
~ 
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Doers 
"BE YE DOERS OF THE WORD, AND NOT HEARERS ONLY ••• " 
1 ' • ' ' • , James 1 :22 

__ Let.me sta~t these thoughts by saying that I really. believe we have a 
wonderful brotherhood. We have so many excellent elders and preach-, ' 

ers. 
'· What I am going to say/ I would like to say kindly and with love to all· 
ministers, elders, Bible schoo.I teachers, and ordinary members of !he 
church of Christ like myself. . . ·'' · . · -, · 

' ' 

My concern is our constant repetition of, "We speak where the Bible 
speaks and are silent where the Bible is sileht." Durin-g my many years 

I /, 

as a Christian, I have se ldom used this expression because I believe it · 
puts too much empha~is on "talking about God's plan," and overlooks 
the importance of "participating in God's1 plan," by doing His work, es-
pecially the work he entrusted to Christians in the Great Commission. 

I 

The apostle Paul explained the importance of doing the Lord 's work 
in I Corinthians 15:58, Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let noth
ing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work df the Lord, be- . 
cause you know that your labor in the Lord is not in.vain." This scripture 
speaks to us today, just as itdid to the ch.urch' in Co~inth long ago. · 

Some in the church ,will protest the c<;mcept that work is not a part of 
1 

the New Testament teacHiilg to get to he~ven, for the Bible states, "For it 
. ., fs by grace;you have been saved, thmughfaith-and this filOt from your
selves; it is the gift ~f God-not by Works; so that no one can boast. 'For 
we are God's workmanship, created in Chris't Jesus to d6 good works, 
which Cod prepared in advance for us to .. do. "·Ephesians 2:8-1 o: And I 
am s,ure that we all stand agreed th<ilt we can not work so as to deserve 
or earn an eternity in Heaven with the saved. 

Why then, you may ask, did Paul say that we should give ourselves 
to the work of the Lord? There is a,very easy, simple answer to this qyes
tion. In Ephesians 2:8-10, Paul speaks of works that are very different 
from the works of I Corinthians 15:58, and is the reason fo~ our work to-

' day .. Ephesians 2:8-lO corrects any idea th'at we might be able tb earn or 
9eserve admission to heaven through works. We show our submission 
to God if we follow Christ's example of love and service to his fe.llow 
man. I Corinthians 15:58 is und~rstood more easily if read in conjunc
tion with Matthew 25:31-46, Always keep in mind that we are saved by 
grace but that is only when we have demonstrated our .submi~sion to 
Christ. ''.If you love me keep my commandments". John 14: 15. 

• 1We kn.ow.about the Great Commissioni but1we have neglected to 
· give it the priority it deserves_ in our lives. That is, why the Great. Com-

, ' (Continued on page 2) 



(Continued from page I) , church building and into the streets where the 
needy are, ·in the hope that' we can help them." 
One lady, a Baptist, asked for an extra copy so 
she could give it to her pastor to read to the con
gregation. One lady visiting in the city asked me 
for severa,I copies so she could share them with 
friends back home. There are many who 
promise that they will make an effort to visit 

mission is not moving forward in a very ~ggres
sive way. Jesus taught us how to win the love 
and respect and good will of our neighbors so 
they are easier to teach. You love them as you 
love yourself. See Matthew 22:36-39, "Teacher 
what is the greatest commandment in the Law? 
Jesus replied: "Love the Lord your God with all 
your heatt ~rnd with all your soul and with all 
your mind. This is the first and greatest com
mandment. 'And the second is like it: Love your 
neighbor as yourself." Love melts the hearts of 
our neighbors so that they know we help them 
in a spirit of love. Our labor then is in loving 
others and helping each one to bear'their bur
dens. The work we do to prove our love to our 
neighbors is a different work.than what we 
might think we should do to ep.rn or deserve 
Heaven . If nothing else, the purpose is different. 
It is through loving work that vye can win .our 
neighbor's good wi:ll and open his heart 'to our 
message of evangelism. 

' some of our services. 

My eighty-two year old legs ache after,walk
ing from house to house block after block, day 
after day. But, I never get a door closed in my ' 

' face or ugly words spoken to me. Please very 
often thank me for stopping and inviting them to 
share in our worship services. I carry a two 
sided invitation folder ,which I give to them. On 

, side one is an invitation to visit our services and 
it explains the time of each of our services for 
the week. The other side or back side has a title 
across the top which says simply "Christian_ 
Community services." It talks about our willing-' 
ness to help them-here is an exact copy of what 
it says,-" In the event of sickness, accident or 
death in the family, or if there is a problem we 
mighrbe able to help you with, we would be 
glad for you to call 'on us. We would do nur 
best to help you any way we can. We want to 
get the main thrust of our Christianity out of the 

Many old people in poor health can not cut 
their grass, or fix flower beds or repair doors 
with poorly adjusted latches. I spend many 
hours every month doing these things for nei.gh-
bors. · 

Have you ever thought of the total lack of 
teaching from our pulpits on h<1w we should 
love our neighbors and how we should help 
others bear their burdens? 

Not any of I Corinthians 15:58, can ,be carried 
out while we are sitting in a pew. The man in a 
walker is not likely to come to our services and 
ask for someone to cut his grass, work his flower 
beds or his g'arden, or fix his doors. I promise 
you that you wi II find things to do; if you 
demonstrate love for your neighbors and if you 
go out looking for it. Jesus gave us an example 
of "finding the need and then•helpirilg". The 
above scripture applies to us as 'much as it did to 
the Corinthians. 

I realize· many would be glad to help their 
neighbors if they were asked. The point is, we 
need to search for opportunities, and when we 
do that the people's attitude completely 
changes. ,This concept makes me preach ;:ibout 
loving each other and helping each other. That 
is the answerto the proplem: I started this little 
article with. Call it community evangelism or 
door knocking· or helping our neighbors; then 
and only' then can we say that we speak where 
the Bible speaks and are silent where the Bible 

(Continued on page 4) 
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61·owing In Christ 

APPRECIATING GOD'S PLANS: 
LESSONS FROM JONAH 

Part Six: Jonah 3:5-10 

God God didn't threaten Nineveh with destruc-
' ti on for destruction's sake either. It was in the 

hope (slim though it might have been) of seeing 
repentance. God did not decide for himself , 
whether or not the Ninevit~s would repent, he 
just gave them tbe chance and let them decide. 
Once they repented, they had a fresh start with 
God. God has this attitude towards everyone, so 

, we should never decide that anyone canriot pos-
Jonah changed pis mind about Cod'~ pl~n~ a.~ter sibly be saved. You should never think this 
his attempted rebellion fed to drastic d1sc1plme about yourself, either. No matter what horrible 
from God. He did go to Nineveh and boldly shortcomings you have, one genuine repentance 
proclaimed the message Cod had given him; he is enough to give you a fresh start. 
clearly told the Ninevites that they were soon to , 
be destroyed. 

Jonah's stern message to the cruel, wicked 
Ninevites drew a dramatic and surprising re
sponse ~ They all repented, humpled themselves 
by fasting and wearing sackcloth, and begged 
God not to carry out the threatened punishment. 
The king himself, when he heard apout Jonah's 
preaching, humbled himself if1 the same way 

. and decreed a city-wide repentance. It is hard to 
grasp the magnitude of this event - here was the 
'mostpowerful, ungodly city with the most ruth

,les~ leader of the time crying out to God in com
plete conviction of their sin ,- just because of one 
preacher! It was a .greater c;onversion than if one 

· Christian were to walk into Baghdad or Teheran 
and convert the whole ci

1
ty, including Saddam 

H\JSSein or the Ayatollah, without resi 'stance. 
Because of the depth and sincerity of the peo
ple's repentance, God did not destroy the city. 
Jonah, because of his obedience, was' able to 
share in one of God's most striking victories. 
Uonah 3:5-1 Q) Key applications: 

(i) God wants everyone to be saved. just as the 
punishment God gave to Jonah was not for pun
ishment's sake itself .but to bring Jonah back to 

(ii) Immediate repentance is the easiest for us · 
and the most pleasing to God. The Ninevites' 
prompt response contrasts sharply with Jona.h's 
own resistance to Go.d's Word. In so respond
ing, they saved themselves the kind of extended 
discipline (or, possibly, quick annihi,lation) that 
Jonah subjected himself to. Certainly the actions 
the Nineyites took must have felt humiliating, 
but the sincerity in these actions showed a re
sponse from the heart - which God wlll · always 
appreciate. 

(iii) God's forgiveness cannot be 1earned. Take a 
look at what the king and the others did. God 
did not forgive them.because they did something 
wonderful, nor even because they promised to 
do so. It wasn't because they said just the right 
words or because they had a good explanation of 
why they had sinned. The only way to receive' 
God's forgiveness is ,to simply and ' humbly ac
cept that we are sinners, and acknowledge this , 
before .God. These people showed with their ac
tions that their repentance was genuine, and we 
also should "prove our repentance with our 
deeds", but always remember that the outward 
actions do not .earn forgiveness. 

-Mark Carner 
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Family Information 
Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $5934 Weds .. 1 83 

Avg YTD $5571 Sun Class 154 

Budget $6100 Sun AM 290 

Sun PM . 112 

(Continued./rom page 2) 

inalien~ble righ,ts to hav,e all :his qreams come 
true and all his expectations met, has di,ffiq:ulty 
dealing with disappointment. He usually 
responds to pain and tragedy with anger. Wh.en 
his piJgrirhage to' personal comfort has been · 
rudely interrupted by an accident, he responds 
angrily: ''I'll sue 5omeone for this!" The hurting 

' American 'Christian ·directs his. ariger to God, 
and cries, ''Why did you let this happen to me, 
Lord?'' , 

., O.ur Lord's r~sponse to th~t ·question of 
anger and dlsillusion~ent would probably 
include some of the v~rses on discipleship cited• 
earlier i'n this article. He would say: "I did not 
promise you a soft and, easy life. lnfact, quite 
the contrary. My footsteps, in iwh ic~ I have 
invited you to follo\:V, do lead through · 
Gethsemane and on to Calvaryi" 

So the beautiful boulevard td abundant life 
does include the path of pain and pe'rsecution,' 
the rocky; rugged road of hardship, and the 
dusty, dirty deto,urs of discipleship. Sometim~s 
it hurts to follow Jesus. · ' · 

J. Samuel Hofinan, MisSiqnary Monthly 

Calenda1· 

May 
20-22 Singles Retreat,, fort Hill Christian Youth 

Camp. See B·ulletin Board For Details . . ' 
20 "Second Annual Area-Wide Sing," , 

FishingerRoad Church of Christ 7:30 pm 
21 Grounds Clean,-up Day 
22 , Elders/Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
28 Coif Scramble, See Brian Arnold, or 

Greg Hunt for Det~ils ' 

. · June 
Parents Support Gro'up, E-44, 7 p.m. 

4 C.0.C.S. Kindergarten Graduation 
5 Neighbor Day 
11 · Mid-year Leadership Meeting 
12 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:,00 am 
12 Graduate Day 
18 Father/Chi Id Bariquet 
1'9 Father's Da¥ i 

19 Elders/Deacons Meeting, E-4~, 8:00 am 

. July 
4 Independence Day . , . , 
6 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 p.ril . . 
10 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 .am 
10-16 Northwest Ohio Christian Yo~th Camp 

See Wilbur Allen or D~we McDaniel 
13716 Heartland Workshop 

, Indianapolis Indiana 
1 7 ' Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8 am 

' ' 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 

9:30 am Ray Thorne 
t 0:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 

5.30 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, ~ou 

7
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
• pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Chl'.ist 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus Ott 43,231 (614) 475-0161 
', I ' 
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The Heart Of A Servant 

"Present your bodies a living sacrifice ... your reasonable service" 
I , . 

(Romans 12: 1 ). 

The religion of Jesus is the re·I igion of "the towel." John sajd "he 
took a .towel" and began to wa~h ,the disciples1 feet. We who imi.
tate Hi,m must learn to have the h'eart of a servant. 
11 Jesus valued servanthood over ability, talent orculture. James 

·. and John w~re ambitious. Th,ey 'wanted a special position. B.utJe
sus taught that there are no favors arqitrarily passed out in His 
kirigdom. There are no chief seats. Greatness comes in heaven's 
view through service (fv\ark 10:34~ 35). 

·When we becah1e Ghristiaris, our hearts vyere h'L.1mbled and our 
spirit broken. We moved out of number one spot and gave that to 

,Jesus. That is the same spirit that moves on into service. God gives 
grace to the humble Uames 4:6). Real serva.nthood is developed: . 

1. By the spi.rit of humility. The Way up is down.·Human pride 
. is crucified. Think not too highly but soberly of self. Jesus spent 
.much of this time equipping His disciples, ar{d that began b}'. , 
teaching them how to view themselves. The true· servant does ,not 
promote self, but promotes, exalts and glorifies the name of Christ 
((::ol. 3: 17). Every work, every progra,m, and every deed is to exalt 
the name of Jesus'. ' . 

I 

. 2. By the ~ttitude · of submission~ When the will of the servant 
ana the will of the Master clash,· the Ma~ter must win. That is how 
we grovy, and such growth is· painful. Submissiveness means ;c;:arry
ing o.ut a duty even when we may be reluctant Following Jesus is 
not ea5y; it may require doing some .things we do not want to do. 

, But, in time, duty becomes desire! That is the essence of growth. 
· 3. By the grit of 1faithfulness. A good servant may not be out

sta~dlng, but he is faithful. Jesus said, "Well done1 good and faith" 
ful servant" .(Matt. 25:21). A faithful servant 'is dependable and 
perseveres. He endures to the end. 

Help Lis, Father, to have servants' hearts. May our gratitude for 
' ' 

our salvation motivate us to serve, to sp~nd and be spent. In Jesus' 
name, amen. 

Clarence Deloach, Jr. 
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Following Jesus 
SOMETIMES IT HURT~ TO FOLLOW JESUS 

two of His disciples asked Him if they could 
share His glory, He asked t,hem if they were 
ready and willing to suffer with Him, (Matthew . 
20:22). ' 

, Rec~ntly one of our missionary' colleagues, ~h~·se are verses 'that many American 
comments on the American lifestyle, said .these C::hnst1ans ignore or avoid. The. closest tha~ many 
insightful words: "They are very committed to cbme to dealing with these verses is td say, 
the avoidance of pain.'' ·. , · , · "Jesus' first disciples did suffer persecution. And 

The positive equivalent of that statement is even today in some foreign countries Christians 
that Americans are dedicated to the pursuit of are being persecuted," B]Jt the're is no 
personal comfort and convenience.'This has expectation or willingness to endure personal 
created a huge variety. of equipmenfand · pain as a follower of Jesus. · 
services that make life comfortable and T.he new <mnverts in areas of p~rsecution 

·convenient, including automatic wash~rs often begin their pilgrimage farther c:J9wn the 
automatic thermostats~ reclining chairs·. ride-on road of discipleship . . Before''.they commit · 
la"."'n mowers, p.ir conqitioned cars and hou~es, the~selves to .Jesus, they have counted the c~st. 
drive-through banking, automatit doors During the past 40 years the Tzot~il and 
aut~matic car wa~hes, permanent press ~lothing, Toj~l~bal ln~ians o,f ~.hiap~s ha~ewatched and 
and' remote control buttons. part1c1pated 1n the )ail1ngs, beatings, killings, 

With this' sam,,e mindset, Americans approach and expulsions of their tribespeople who have 
Christianity and ask: "What's in this for me?" · become evangelicals. So when ,they identify · 
When they vjsit a church their question 'is: .themselves as believ~rs, they 'know what to : 
"What do yoll ', have to offer me that will make expect. .But when they b?ecome convinced that 
my life more enjoyable and fu lfi,lling?" They are . all is valueless in ·compar,isdn to belorigin,g to 
attracted to churches that offer a ~mc\rgasbord of ,Jesus Christ, they bei~g walking - and suffering-
services and groups and activities that will on the path of discipli;!ship (Phil. 3:8). 

enrich their lives. Their favorite ~ords are: , 
happiness, fulfillment ~nd peace - or "shalq'm," 
if one is, into the Old Testament. . 

.A person dedicated to the a.voidarice of pai~ 
wi,11 have difficulty comprehendi~s and 
.accepting the somber side of;Jesus' invitation to . 
discipleship. Jesus never protnised a soft and 
easy life to those who .followed him. Quite the 
opposite. 

Jesus said, "As I am being persecuted, so will 
you be" Uohn 15:20). "Following me may cause 

, division and ostracism from your family. When 
the choice, comes' between your family and me, 
you must c;hoose me" (Matthew: 10:38). When 

\ 
1 CircumsfiJnces Reve'al Attitudek 

How people respond when things go wrong 
often reveals some 'of their basic attitudes 
toward I ife and toward God .. Confronted by 
personal. loss and tragedy, the Muslim bows his 

. , I 

head in .sub,mission and says,-.."lt is the :will of 
God." For him God is too great and too remote 
and too impersonal to be questioned. The Latin 
Ameri,can shrugs his shoulders and says, "Asi es 
la vida" ("That's how life is"). He accepts the ' 
hand dealt tQ .him by fatEl, fortune, or bad hick, 
and hopes for better I uck tomorrow. 

The American' who is convinced 9f his 
(ConNnued on page 4) 
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6rowing In Ch111ist 

. APPRECIATING GOD'S PLA·N~: 
LESSONS FROM JONAH 

Part Seve.n: Jonah 4:1-5 

Jonah repented of his earlier di~ob~dience, 
obwed God and went to Niheve~ to preach 
the message God gave him. The response was 
amazing:' the whole city repented and God did 
not carry out his threat to destroy it. 

But Jonah does not rejoice in this victory. In
stead he becomes depressed an<;l angry, be-

. cause ·he was actually hoping td 1see God de
stroy Nineveh (either out of hatred towards . 
them as Israel's enemies, or out of desire to see 

. a spectade). Jonah even turns this against God, 
saying that he knew this.would happen ·al( 
along, so why was it necessary for poor old 

I . : . 

' Jonah to have to go through so much? Jonah 
·rationalizes his past disobedience.and at the : : 
same time questions God's need to send him to 
Nineveh. Jonah goes outside the city, to sit and 
m0,pe, still hoping that something exciting o'r 
ihterestingwill happen. Uonah 4:1-5) Some 
applications: · · 

(i) Submission to (;op is not once-for-all, 
but must' be an ongoing attitude. We have 
een how Jon(;lh underwent a genuine; root re- · 

pentance from his earlier poor a,ttitudes and 
hOw he had come to rejoice in submissi.on 'to 
God's plan. But now he~e he is again with an 

· even worse perspective: •before he just ne
glected his duty, now he actively wants to see ' 
per;iitent sinners get destroyed. A dramatic re
pentan·ce is only, guaranteed to l~st• ynti l the first 

trial. To ~emain submissive to God',s plans,'we ' 
must constantly be ready to deal with a new 
challenge 'or command, and must not ever think 
that we are immune to,even the most base of' 
sins. look how qu'ic~ly Jonah chang~s! 

(if) Great achievements are not necessarily 
a sign of great faith or a gqod heart. This is 
one of the most dramatic events in the Bible, a 
mass repentance of "unconvertible" pagans; ·It 
came about, though,· not because ofra human''s 
great faith or good heart, but because of God's 
wi 11 that they have a ~hance to repent and the 
Ninevites' own humble response. Do .not ever 
think that, because God allows you to share in 

I, his victories, you rave done something to earn 
it. God leads pe0,ple to him for the coriverts' 
own sake, not to show certain Christians his fa
vor. 

(iii) We must let Cod's will reign to ,enjoy 
his intended blessings. God and Jonah had 
both decided what should happen to Nineveh:. 
God intended to give abl'e~sing not only to the . 
penitent citizens but also a smaller or;ie to Jonah, 
who c;ould enjoy participatil';lg in G~d's victory. 
But Jonah already had. set in his mind that he 
would get to see a show of God's power against 
the city, so ~is response was .not joy but anger. · 

' When we have set in .ouphinking that God , 
must act in a certain way, we are probably not 
only going to be disappointed in our desire, · 
we're also likely to miss out on someth'ing bet
;ter. Le

0

t 0od decide what to do! The blessings 
he has planned for us are prob~bly a lot better 
than the ones we desire for ourselves. ' 

' . 

1 

• -Mark Garner 
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Fan1i/y lnfo17nation 
Contributions • I. Attendance 

Last Week $4724 weds 168 

Avg YTD $5528 Sun Class 158 

·.Budget $6100 Sun AM 316 
; 

Sun PM ,135 
: 

(Continued from pqge 2) 

and become an end in themselves. From my 
observations, the most frequent pr~blem in con-. 
gregati.ons today is the 'lbss of mission, which 
leads to institutionalism. When churches lose 
sight of their mi:ssion, then each function is car 
ried out as an end in itself. And with ho outside 

:. pu·rpose to difect and energize the activities, 
·' : they become lifeless rituals .. 
~ ·t"" .In the next-section, my,' purpose will bE! to 
-~.J.'<;ievelop one example. w,here Scripture ties func-

tion to mission. God's desire and efforts f6r the 
reconciling of all 1 nations unto himself is a 
theme that can be' tr~ced f!om cover to cover in 
Scripture. The c9rrelative theme of worship 
(one of the five functions) as mission can also 
be traced from Genesis to Re\ielatiof'1. It is my 
con,victiOn that al I five functions are to con- · 
trib~te to mission; worship is presented as an 
illust~ation of this: point. · 

John, W , ·Eli.as 
(Adapted From Chwch Growth Through Croups) 

Calenda1· 

May 
28 Coif Scramble, See Brian Arnold, or 

· Greg Hunt 'For Details 

June, 
1 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 p.m. 
4 c.o.c.s; Kindergarten Graduation 
5 Neighbor Day , . 

9-20 Terry's In Gorno-Altaysk, Siberia 
11 Mid-year Leadership Meeting · 
·12 Deac6ns Meeting, E-42,· 8:00 am, 

· 12 Graduate Day · · 1 

18 Father/Child Banquet 
19 Father's Day 
19 Elders/Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00. am 

July 
4 Independence Day 
6 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 p.m. 
10 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 1 

10~16 Northwe.st Ohio. Christian Youth Camp 
SeeWilbLl,r Allen or Dave McDaniel 

13-16 Heartl11nd Workshop 
Indianapolis Indiana 

1 7 · E.lders/Deacon Meeti'ng, E-42, 8 am 

3 
14 
21 

August . 
Parents Support Group 
Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8 am 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9:30 am Ray Thome 

10:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
S· 30 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

1
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters ' 
• pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Chprch of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Coluinbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Recapturing Our 'Purpose 
'Introduction 

I stated in the past that the greatest problem especially for church 
leaders ,today is missionless congregations. By this I mean that too many 
churches do not have a clear and compelling sense 'of what God expects 
them to accomplish. · 

Poll any group of church ,members by asking them what is the God
given purpose of the church, and you will di:;cover a wide range of re
sponses. Some responses will be incomplete and others very vague. 

The most common responses are '1to glorify God" and "to save the 
lost." Both are rig~t, but each lacks compelling and motivating clarjty. A 
clear and comprehensive und,erstanding will allow all congregational 
ministries a single biblical anchbring. And a clear purpose for the church 
can ignite, a compassion for action. · 

What is logically prior to "how-to" information is a rekindled flame 
for doing God's will. Church leaders and members can become weary 
in well doing without divine direction. The antidote to weariness is first 
and foremost) a renewed sense of God's purpose for us. Then, ample en'-
ergy for action will flow from a desire to please God. , 

Congregations need to rethink the church's purpose on a regular qa
s1is. Preaching, teaching, and group discussions form some key avenues 

· to help a chu~ch rediscover their purpbse and rekindle their passion for 
accomplislil ing for G9d's glory. , 

The following material is 'offered as information .to consider in clarify
ing the church's mission. As you read this and ~tner writings you 1ll dis
cover several .,terms used interchangeably. For example, a purpose state
ment and Q\iSsion statemerit for a church refer tO the same thing.: an un
derstanding df what God wills for the church to .accomplish through its 
many ~inistries. We want to further c.onsider our God-given· purpose or 
mission. 

Clarifying Mission 
The term "mission" is not a biblical word. lt:comes from a Latin term 

that refers to sending. The dictionary gives this definition: "The act or in.
stance of sending." This helps some, but it does not fully defir:ie the ways 
that Christendom has used th~ term. 

In trying to understand the churc~'s mission" it cannot be separated 
from the mission and ministry.of Christ. Any definition· of mission must 
be grounded .in his mission~ Jesus stated his mission in several ways: 

, I ' ' , 

i ' 
(Continued on page 2) , 



. (C~ntinuedfrom page I) Danger Signs Of Apostasy 
. ';For I have come ·down from 'h'eaver:i, not to do · It ha~ long been said that "an ounce of 

my own will, but that of him who sent me" prevention is' worth a pound of cure~" Many ' 
(John 6:38); "Even as the Son' of man came not diseases are .easier fo prevent than they are to 
to be served but to serve, and to give his life 'as treat.' The same is true of unfaithfulness. l,t is 
a ransom for many" (Matthew 20:38); and, "For often easier to prevent a person from apostasy 
the Son of man came to seek and to save the than it is to restore him to faithfulness. Early 
lost" (Luke 19': 10). , . detection of spiritual problems can lead to early 

When the church was given birth, as · . treatment and prevention of apostp.sy. With this , 
' recorded in Acts 2, it began·. to express; ~hrist's principle in mind, consider these dang~r sig,ilals 
. m issi.on . in specific ways. From the activities on . of apostasy: ' , . 
· the Day of Pentecost and shortly following, five - Loss of appetite for the1Word ©f God. When 
functions have been observed that represe,nt the . a Christiart quits hungering and thirsting for the · 
church

1
s concrete· efforts to accqmpli~,h Christ's · Word of God, serious spiritual malnutrition can , 

mission. After the Spirit descended, they be- · and will result. 
·.came a worshipping, preai;::hing,' teaching, fel~ - Neglecting to engage in prayer. Prayer, like 
lowshi

1

pping, and serving community. The five, physical exercise, requires a daily regimen 
functions are derived from key bi,blical terms: marked by discipline and determination. 
(1) didache (teaching), (2) k.oinonia (fellowship), - Absenteeism from worship. assemblies. 
(3) liturgia (wprship);: (4) diakoni.~ (service), and ' Wor.ship assemblies create .sense of brotherhood. 
(5) kergma (proclamation). .. and encowage good works. ' · 

These five functions were the Jerusalem ' ~ Noninvolvemerit ~ith the local church 
church'sre~ponse, under the guidance of the program. There is often a direct relationship 

. Holy Spirit, to accomplish a s'ingle, God-given between a person 's involvement in th~ local 
/ mission. Paul has presented a comprehensive program of work and his continued faithf,ulness 
descriptioii of that missio'n; "All this i$ from as a Christian . . 
Cod, who through Christ reconcile,d us to him- -A critical spirit. A critical, judgmental spirit 
self and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; is damaging to both the individual Christian and 

. that is, in Christ Cod was reconciling the world the church qf which he is a part. ! . 

'to himself ... II (2 Corinthians 5: 1 ~~·19). The - 'Lack of respect for the tn,1th. A person wh'o is 
chu,rch has.been given Christ's mission - the ; liberal in matters of faith or dogmatically . 
ministry of re;conciliation. Each ~f the fiv~ func- conservative in matters ofopihion fa

1

ils to have a . 
tions could be understood as broad strategies healthy respect for the truth. 
that ,are given to accomplish the one mission. - Absence of concern for others. One who is 

Every function or strategy should be faithful cold, insensitive and is lacking in genuine l,ove 
to mission. Each strategy that ~he church em~ for others Ol'..lght to be concerned that apostasy is 
ploys should make a contribution to the .min- not far away. · ; 1 : 

istry of reconci.liation. Difficulties arise when If any' of these problems persist in ymur life, 
1 

strategies and methods lose sight of,,their gQal seek the Great Physician and get back on the 
· (Continued on page 4) road to ~pi ritual wholeness. , -John Tr;acy 

2 

' I 

(ii) God disciplines us out of love and a desire 6rowing In Christ 
. _ . . that we understand him. Once again, here is 

APPRECIA Tl NG GOD'S PLANS: God "making Jonah feel bad'' by disciplining 

LESSO.NS FROM JONAH · h,ir:'. Gpd does not~esir: us to be unhappy, ?ut 
· ' · neither does he consider 1t a tragedy. (We are 

Part Eight: Jonah 4:6-11 

Jonah had .decide to obey after all and 
preached the Word of Cod to the pebple of 
Nineveh, who repented. Jonah, though, was 

,: disapp~inted that' God forgave them, and went 
outside of th'e city to feel sorry for himse(f, wai,t-, 
ing fat Cod to do something. . 

God dC>es do somethin1g - he.teaches Jqhah a~
other lesson. This tirme, at least it doesn't have 

I fo be so extraordinary: God sends a goyrd vine 
th.at grows around Jonah's shelter and gives him 
pleasing shade, but then he quickly takes away . 

' the vine. lonah now feels even sorrier for him
self and »'ants to die, feeling he has ·nothing to 
live fo~. God uses Jonao's feeling 'of loss over a 
mere plant tq explain why Cdd himself Was 

· right to be so concerned for 'humans, made in 
, . I 

his own image. Uonah 4:6-11) Some final ap-
plications· from our ,st~dy of Jonah: ! 

' (i) Self-centeredness leads Jo unhappiness . . We 
put ourselves first so often because we think it . 
will' make us ,happy. We think 'that our self~pity 
will force God (or other humans) to do some
thi~g for us. But instead, this results

1

in making 
us unhappy and unappreciative of what we 
have. Look at Jonah's s.ituation objectively -
was there any real reason for such depression? 
Neither is there usually any real reason for our 
own self-cente!edr:iess or self-pity. The chal
lenge is to see ourselves objectively (as God al
ways does). 

so self-centered that we often just assume that 
any time we're unhappy it is a calamity 'that · 
must be addressed immediately!) Temporary 
p'.ain or .unhappiness is often necessary for God 
to lead us to greate,r faith and .devotion. If we , 
weren't so short-sigh~ed and rebellious he , 
wouldn 't have to us:e so much discipline, but he , . 
is not going to give up trying to get through to ' 
us. We often moan and whine about God's dis
cipline, but the real disaster for us would be if 
God ever gave up and stopped disciplining us .. 

fiii) We mrst s~~mit not only to '· G6d's plans, 
but also to his priorities. The main reason 
Jonah had so much trouble obeying God was 
that he never accept~d all of God's priorities; he 
never learned to see things from God's view-

. I 

point. If he had ,seen the Assyrians ;with God's 
eyes he would n<;>t have strµggled so much with 
ac:cepting God's plans for them. If you ever 
struggle with doing something God wants'you 
to do', consider careful'ly the way you look at it 
an'd feel about it. God .wants not only outward 
obedience but wants us to rejoice in ,his plans, , 
to put hi

1

s interests (which are really yours, in the 
long run) ahead of what you (usually m'istakenly) 
think will make you happy this very ~omer\t. 

. And there are many reasqns to rejoice in obedi
ence to God,, if we open our eyes and hearts to 
understand God's ways a little better. · 

-Mark Carner 
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Fa1ni/y lnfor1nation 
Contributions Attendance 

last Week 

Avg YTD 

Budget 

$3830 Weds 

$5448 Sun Class 

$6100 Sun AM 

135 

160 

274 

Sun PM 157 

(Continued from ppge 2) : 

, But the frue angL,Jish of the cross of Christ was 
not the physical 'sufferi'ng which He endured, as 
sickening as that was; the atrqcity of His 
execution was that th,e Righteous One, tlie holy 
and pure Son of God 1 "bore our .sins jn his body 
on the accursed tree" (l Peter 2:24). The Gne 
''who had no sin was made to .be sin in our 

· place" (2 Corinthians 5:21 ). 

~~) Jesus endured the cruel death-bl~w of Satan 
for us. He suffered the penalty for sin and thus 
conquered arid annihilated it. Nails were driven 
through .his hands and feet, but the wrath of 
God against sin was driven through his heart. 
Why? In order that we m.ight be redeemed and 

, live forevermore. Praise the Lord! Hallelujah! 
May His story burn within our bones and sing 
within our souls! 

-Gary Blakeney 

Calendar 

June 
1 Parents Support Group, E-441 7 p.m. 
4 C.O.C.S. Kindergarten Graduation 
5 Neighbor Day 
9-20 Terry's In Gorno-Altaysk, Siberia 
11 Mid-year Leadership Meeting 
12 Deacons Meeting1 E-42 1 8:00 am 
12 Graduate Day 
18 Father/Child B?nquet 
19 Father's Day 
19 .Elders/Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

I July 
4 Independence Day 
6 , Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 p.m. 
10 . De~i.cons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
10-16 Northwest Ohio Christian Youth Camp 

See Wilbur Allen or Dave McDaniel 
13-16 Heartland Workshop 

Indianapolis Indiana 
17 : ,Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8 am 

·August 
3 Parents Support Group 
14 Deacons Meeting, E-42 1 8:00 ani 
21 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42; 8 am 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 

9:30 am Ray Thome 
10:30 am Dellco11s: Leon Abrams. Brian Arnold. Tom Ba~iliar~t, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
S· 30 Baughman. John Bradley,. Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep. Greg Hunt, Lou 

7
:
00 

pm L:awrence, Jack Mauersberg., David McDaniel, B.eryl McMasters 
· pm Evn11gelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Avej Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Recaptur,ing Our Purpose · 

In this next ·section, my purpose will be to devel9p one example 
where Scripture ties function to mission. God's desire and efforts for' the 
reconciling qf all nations unto .himself is a theme that can be traced from 
cover to cover in Scripture. The correlative theme of worship (one 'of the 
five functions) ,as mission can also be traced ·fro~ Genesis to Revelation. 
.It is my conviction that all five functions are to contribute to mission; 
worsh,ip is presented as an illustration of this point. 

.Worship As Mission 
From the beginning of creation up to the-time of Abraham, God ap

pears to be focused on the ~hole human race. Scripture 'clearly implies 
that the acceptable pattern for worship was given to everyone., Evidence 
is seen in Genesi s 4 where God accepts Abel's worship and ,was not 
pleased with Cain's worship. . 

After the flood 1 Noah and his family represent the whole human race. 
As they leave the ark and enter the new world 1 the first expressions ,, of 
gratitude t6 Gqd were · a~ts of worship (Genesis 8:18-20)'. The whole of 
humanity is worshiping God 1 and God is pleased (Genesis 8:21 ). 

Also, from the_ beginning men ' have sought their ow~ way. Cain1 after 
he murders his brother Abel, goes his own way. It appears that he and 
his descendants lack a worshiping relationship with G0<;L The conse
quences of.being out of relationship ~ith God can be seen in the depth · 
of sin in the li.ves of Gai11's descendants,-Scripture gives Lamech as an 
example. Lamech committed murder like. his father, Cain, but he had 
digressed to the point of even bragging about it (Genesis 4:23-24). This 
type of rebellion and rejection of God and his wjll continued among the 
human race after'the flo_od. The key biblical example is Nimrod and the 
building project that was in violation, of God's will (Genesis 11: 1-9). 

In Genesis 12 is recorded a watershed event in God's dealing with · 
humanity. God calls1Abraham and foetJses his redemptive work on be
half of the whole h'uman race through this one man and his descen
dants. He promises Abraham to make of his descendants a great nation, 
to give them a spedfied land, an,d that the whole world would be 
blessed through him (Genesis 12: 1-3, 7): At this point G~d has nqt for-

. gotten the 'nations; his every action has the n~tiOn;s in mind. His devel
oping of the nation Israel, providing the promised land 1 and bdnging 
forth the Messiah ar,e all designed to bless the nations~ While Israel often 
forgot this, it was consistently made clear by the revelation of God. 

In the formation of Israel as a nation, they received the Law to guide 
(Continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) , , , , 

their dai,ly lives. Even the S~bhath wa~ to b~ne
fit the sojoLrner~ among them (Exodus 20:

1

8-1,1 ), 

lo11ing Our Sa11ior 

MAKING THE CROSS REAL 
When Moses g~ve his, final instructions tq the 

1 

••• 

lsraelites,bef0re' they entered the''prornised land, , 
he reminded .them to include the sofour.n~rs ,in , 

1 
. ''Tell m.e the story of Jesus, writ~ on my heart 

worship. Together, everyone 'tould learn to fear every word!" 
and, obey Cod (D·eut. 31: 12)., . · ,· Can that story be told without telling about 

In spite .of God's clear instruction, Israel de- the cross? A young· woman once chewed, me out 
veloped a rnp.levol~nt spirit toward the t;~o.tile for preaching the cross of Jesus too vividly. It 
nations. The ~.equirement to indude the. so~ was alleged that such was causing her primary-
jou~ners in their worship was in keep,ing with ·age daughter to hav~ . nightmares. How horrible 
God's command for1 Israel to love their'neigh~ that someone, especially a ch ild~ would be 
bor: bothered ,by bur Lord's crucifixion. Right? Or is 

·I 

"When a stranger ·sojourns'With . 
you ·(~ your land, yov shall not ' 
do h'im wrong. The stranger 
who sojourns with you shall be , 
to you as the native among you) 
:and you sha.111.ove him as ,your
sel& for you were strangers in 
the land of Egypt: I am the Lor~ 
your Cod (Lev. 19:33-34):" , 

\ 
I ' ' I ' , 

:God never gave Israel an overt charge to. go 

it! I think not. No wohder Jesus said 'we need to 
be like children iri ,our hearts and attitudes. 

We should be horrqr-strucl< and repulsed th~t 
such a ghastly crime was perpetrated on the face 

·. of the ea'rth'. .God W<;isl So mµch so that He 
· turned .His' back on ,the appalling scene and the 

sun stopped ~hir:i.ing. So terr'lbl~ was this 
abho1'Fen<::e lhat the earth shook and rqcks sp li t. 
Can we, then, preach the cross too much or too 
vividly? The Apostle Paul was rather miffed at 
such a possibility. He once said: 

"You foo1ish Galatians, who hath bewitched 
you ... befbre your'eyes Jesus 'Christ was clearly 
portrayed as crucified" (Cal. 3: 1 ). 

Do we really understand what tha't· entails? 
Ci,cero, a Roman politician and writer les~ than a 
century before Christ, wrote co~cerni ng , 
rucifixion: '' It is the most cruel ahd shameful of 

all punishments ... let it never come near the 
body of a' Roman citizen; nay, not even near his 
thoughts or ·eyes or ears." It was not to be a part · 
of polite ·conversation. 

' Crucifixion was an un~peakp.bly horrible 

' out and proselyte the nations, but th1ey were 
n~ver released' from· a responsibility toward the 
nation$. Isaiah, in recording Go.d's revel~tion, 
tells israel thatthey are Goq's· witne~.ses (Is,. ·. , 
43: 10). Who ~re they witnessing to? It is obvi
ously the Gentile nations. brae! is taught that 
their covenant relationship with God required, 
them to be~ light to t,he nations (Is. 42.:6; 49:6; ' 
,60:!3). God's love and concern for the nations is 
crystal clear in so many of his dealings, ~ven 
with Israel. Perhaps the bpok of.Jonah is the 
most vivid picture of God's concern for the 
Genti les. form of execution and punishment. There is no 

-John w. El las way that we can overstate its gruesome cruelty. 

(Atjapted from Church Growth Through Croups) 
\' ( (Co111in111!(1 pn page J) 
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6111owing In Ch1·ist 

FICHT FOR ll-IE FAITH: 
lESSON·S FROM JUDE 

· <r~rt One) , 

Jµde, a ser~ant of Jesus ,Christ and a brother of . 
J~.mes; to the called, wJ:io ate /ovep by Cod the 
F~ther and kept by Jesus Christi may m·ercy, . 
peace,:. and love b,e multiplied to you.: 

I 

sion df the truth (though humans like to create 
more yersions) and that. God expects those of us 
who accept his truth to make the effort to. stand 
up for the truth in our lives. 

Jude follovvs 'this basic frain of thought: 
(i) ,he states the problem: some ungodly people, 
who want to distort the .truth to make it serve · 
.their own ,desires, h.ave slipped in among tho,se 
who want to worsh.ip God in spirit and in · tn.Jt~; , 

' .• ' ' . ., \; . 

(ii) he reminds µs that' th,i's problem has come up 

"lhoJgh I was exciter/ about writing to you, 
1 before, ahd that God has dealt with it before; 

, ! ' ' , r , 
, I ' 

dear friends, about (he 'salvafion we share, I (iii) he describes in detail tbe sins that accorr-
am forc~d to write and encourage r,ou to fight ' panyfollo~ing God\only t<;:> have our d

1
esires 

hard for the faith · which was ,once a11d for all • met· · 
' - I ' f 

entrusted to God's people. For certfJ.in persons · 
\: \ ~ I 

have crept in amo,ng you ... ljude 1·4)" 
' '· 

·,Jude (the writer was the physical brother of Je· 
. sus Christ) was troubled when he w'rote this! ' 

epistle. He had been thinking about the joys of 
salvation in Christ and was excited about de- ; ; 

.· scribing them to his friends. In fad, the word
, i ng used in the original text suggests' th,a.t Jude 
was in the act of writing a differe~t letter when 
,he realized the need to write this one. But the 

·:more he. tho1J1ght about the church, and the 
more he realized t~e dangers she faced, the 
more he realized that the Holy' Spirit 'wanted t6 
'niove through him to warn the. beli.evers of.dan-
ger and to c;::aU , them to action;,, : · ' . ' 

Like Jude,' we woulclmuch rather enjoy talki,ng 
about ai'I the benefits of s~l:vation and all the 
things that we s~are together In Christ. But if 

:we are percepthie, we will (like Jude) .realize 
that the 'faith that h'as been eptrusted ,t~ us i

1
s not 

just a blessing but also a responsibility. ' Jude 
reminds us in verse 3 that there is only one ver~ 

(iv) ·he presents a series of metaph,ors (images) 
that illustrate the foll)/ of giying in to' our desires; 

\ 

(~) he presents the key principles that believers 
rnust live by to fight for the faith, induding ~d,.: 
vice 01') how to' deal. w.ith 'the "ptablem" believ-

' , ' 

ers; ' 
' 

(vi)· he closes with a heartfelt S1ate,,!,en
1
t of praise 

to God - thus he is able to close his letter where 
he wanted to begin: a celebratior:i of sal'vation in 
Christ. 

Keep in mind Jude's approach (as outlined 
above) as we study over the next few weeks. As 
we study Jude·, ··we shou ld take to heart h(s w9rn
i'ngs so that we will not fa,11 victim to the, decep
tiveness of the devi I, who has pulled so many 
away frorn the truth, and s9 that we wil.1 .never 
miss out on the gre~t blessings thatl we h'ave in· 
Jesus Christ. · , 

-Mark Carner 
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Family l11for1nation 
Contributions 

Last \Veek 

Avg YTD 

. Budget 

$5:2;31 

$5438 

$6100 

(Contim1edfrom pag~ /) 

Attendance 

\Veds 162 . 
Sun Class 140 

Sun AM • 243 

Sun PM 117 

"present ,everyone mature (i.e.· complete~ per-
fect) in Christ~. , 

(iv~ We seek to present the gospel to those ., 
around us. (Mark 16:15) The gospel of Jesµs 
Christ meets the deepest needs that people · 
have. Having experienc'ed th~ joy and security 
found in Jesus, we consider that ,it would .be 
most inappropriate fo not share these with oth
ers. So in, our ministry, we equip 0ne 'another 
to teach Jesus to those in our families, work 

, I 

places and neighborhoods. 

We invite you to get to know us better - just let 
any of our members know if you have questions 
about our congregation. If th~y can't answer , 
your question, they'll ~ind someone wh0 can. 
We are pleased t6 havEi! you as our guests, and 
we hope you will return often. May you always 
"grow)~ the grace and knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 3: 18) . . \ 

' -Mark Garner 

9-28 
12 
12 
17 
18 
19 · 
19 

Calendar 

June 
Terry's In Corno-Altaysk, Siberia 
Deacons Meet'ing, E-42, 8:00 am 
Graduate Day , 
teens' Kings Island Trip 
Father/Child Banquet 
Father's Day 
Elders/Deacons Meeting, E-42,, 8:00 qm 

July 
4 Independence Day 
6 Parents Support Group, E-44~ 7 p.m. 
10 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
10-16 Northwest Ohio Christian Youth Camp 

, See wn.bur Allen' or Dave.McDaniel 
"13-16 Heartland \Votkshop 

· Indianapolis Indiana . 
, I 

17 Elders/Qeacon M~eting, .E-42i 8 am 

31-6 
3 ' ' 

,14 
21 
27 

I 

August · 
Family Camp, NWOCYC 
Parents Support Group 
Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8 am 
Middle School Yo.uth Rally, Delware 
Church o.f Chrjst 

September ' 
2-3 Summit '94 - Youth Rally and Concerts ' 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders:Wilbur Alieµ, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 

9.: 30 am Ray Thome 
t 0:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
S· 30 Baughman, John Braqley, Lynn Champney, ~arrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
• pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church o'f Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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N 0 R T ' H L A N D 

Church of Christ. 
We· call ourselves the Northland Church of Chr'ist because we are a 

church that is of Christ in every respect~ We belong to Christ and wor
ship him as oUr Lord and our ~avior. Christ is our Lord ,(our Master, our 
King) because he came qS God i'n the flesh; he came from heaveh with. 
al I ·authority to teach, encourage and command. He is our Savior be
cause he offered himself - his own body - as a sacrifice for the sins we 
co'mrriit;' because he did this we have the hope of heaven. In oqr con
gregation, we· accept that Jesus is meant to be both of these to ,us; our 
faith is not only based on commands and teachings, nor is it solely , 
based on emotions and feelings. ' We believe that a healthy relationship 
with Cod the Fathe~ involves believing in Jesus as both1 Lord and Savior, 
and then acting on those beliefs. . , 

Here are a ,few pf the many ways that we put these basic principles into 
practice: 

1.,(i) We accept the Scriptures, 'the Holy Bible, as the inspired Word of 
God. (2 Timothy 3:15-16) The Bible is' no\"'a bo,ok written by hu,mans 
but a direct, personal communication from God. As ,such it is important 
that every believer study the Scriptures to get to know God (and God's 
will). We .. encourage each member to study the Bible at home and also 
to follow along with the Scriptures being read or preached in our- assem-
blies. · -.:-

, I 

; I 

(ii) We s,eek to worship God andlesus Jn spirit M1d in truth. (John 4:23-
1 ·24) We see the simple patterns 'of w9rship in the New Testament' as vi

tal and ;dynamic ways of building our relationship with God through Je-. ' 

SUS. Our Bible lessons, singing and prayer together are important, ahd 
each .of µs strives to wholeheartedly participate~ We also practice the 
simple rites of the New .Testament church, such as the Lord's Supper and 
baptisrn1 exactly as they are presented in the Bible. We do not view 
these rites as empty rituals' but as actions to whk:h Jesus gav~ powerful 
significance. · ' 

(iii) We make every effort to help each other t.o live lives worthy of the 
gospel of Jesus. (Colossians 1:10) J~sus told us to not only believe the 
right things but to practice what we preach. Thus we get' i~volved in 
one another's lives so that we may, as, Paul says in Colossians 1 :28, 

(Continued on page 4) 



For Our Fa1nilies 

HOW DO CHILDREN 
LEARN THE BIBLE? 

' ' 

· One of the most marvelous passages of 
Scripture on child-rearing is given in 
Deuteronomy6:3-9. 

cal.I informal teaching. This is done by talking 
aboutholy things as we sit, walk, lie down, and 
rise up. The Jews wrote the Scriptures on signs 
and plaques and put them on their walls anq at 
other rnnspicuous places. Some even had them 
embroidered o.n their clothing. The~e were all 
subtle and informal reminders of their need to 
be God-conscious. 

Theri, last of all 1 there were tho~e formC} I 
teaching si tuations where' prophets or pri ests or 

"Hear, 0 Israel, and be careful to obey so others, instructed by means of the various 
that it may go well with you and that you may services, performed in the tabernacle, temple, 
increase greatly in ·a land flowing with milk and and later theisynagogues. Ce,rtain days had a 
honey, just as the LORD, the (loq <;>fyour special meaning. All males were to attend the 
fathers, pl'.Qmised you. 1 three annual feasts. Al I of these activities and 

4 Hear,· 0 Israel: The LORD our God, the situations working together impressed upon the 
LORD is one. 5 Love the LORD your God with observing mind the need to be controlled and 
'all your heart and with all your soul and with all regulated by Jehov~h. 
your strength. 6These comma~dments tltat I give .. , 
you today are to be upon your hearts. 7 lmpress · Today, many of the same kinds of situations 
them on your children. Talk about them when are presented to us. Let us learn to talk about the 
you' sit at home and when you walk along the Bible. with our children with the same ease with 
road, when you lie down aJU! when you get up. 8

' which we discuss sports activities.and other 
' I 

Tie them as symbols 011.your hands and bind such things. Let us keep the W0rd of God before 
them on yourforehead'8. 9 Write them 011 the them al I the ti me. Let us resolve to never miss a 
doorframes of your houses and 011: your.gates." preaching sj3rvice or Bible class. Let us show 
(NIV) · them practical ways to put eyes, arms, legs on 

' ' 

From this great passage, we are made to 
understand that children can learn God's Word 
in a number of ways. 

There is .what we mignt call unconscious 
teaching. Children observe our lives, our 
moods, our reactions, our dispositions. They 
absorb and assimilate these into t~eir own. lives 
and personalities. Someone has said that 
children read our hearts, not our lips. 

' ' \ I ' 

There is, in the second place, what we might 

God's ~ommandments as we get caught up in 
, helping others. Let us let God truly rule in our 
hearts and lives: The children are smart - they 
will catch on. 

Bulletin Digest 

Prover~s 22:6 Train a child in the ,way he 
should go, and when he is old he will not tum 
from it. (NIV) 

2 

Growing In Christ 

JIGHT FOR JHE FAITH: 
LESSONS FROMJUDE 

(Part Two) 
i 

"Though I was excited about writing to you, 
dear friends, 'about the salvation we share, I 
am forced to write. and encourage you to fight 
hard for the faith - which was once and for all 
entrusted to God's people. For certain persons 
have crepf ~n among you; these peopfe (and 
their condemnation) were written· al;Jout long 
ago. they are godless and they use our God's 
grace as an excuse forlustf1.,1I behavior; they 
are denying Jesus Christ- our one and only 
Lord and Master." Uude 3-4) 

There are at least three reasons why it is vital for, 
each1 member. of the church of Christ to be 1 

awa,re of this problem and to study Jude's letter: 
' I , 

(i) Each of us must guard his/her own heart
1 

so as ' 
not to become like these godless ones. The 
more we serve God, the more 'we can become 
convinced that we are toq strong to fal I -. be 
careful! (1 Corinthians 10:12.) We should .learn 
to recognize the symptoms of rationalization 
.~nd rebellion in our hearts b~fore they harden. 

(ii) We must be alert that.such problems do not 
demoralize us (as a church or as individuals) or 
distract us from seeking God and his wi.11. 
Strong~willed and self-indulgent "believ~rs" can 
pr0duce great insecurity, frustration, and confu
sion am0ng sincere believers who are not corn- . 
pletely 'fortified against such problems. 

Last time we noted that Jude was compelled by (iii) We' must be ready to deal with such prob
the Holy Spirit to write to his friends. tO ur~e I ems for the sake of the vieyv outsiders have of 
them to fight for the faith that w as entrusted to · the. church. The world never appreciates th,e 
God's 'people. In telling us to figbffor the faith, truth abo,ut God, so people ar~ always _creating 
we are given a cal I to do more than simply ac- human-made religions that they prefer. The 
knowledge God .. We are called to make effort's, New Testament stresses that God's, people must 
to strive, to be watchful on behalf of the truth. take pains to put forth an image of th1e church of 

. . Christ that combin'es genuine love, faith, and 
.. Jude warns here of a fundamental problem that 
, takes many forms (ash~ will detail later in his 

letter) and that explains his call to be strong, 
The basic problem is that some of God's people 

I . ' 

(or some who at least appear to be GQd's peo-
ple) have been using God's grace as an excuse 
to follow their own will instead of God's will. 
They have taken truths about God out of their 

. context and used them to defend and pursue 
their own desires, ar:id they have thus denied 
Jesus as Lord and Savior. 

' ' 

This problem is not lirr:iited to Jude's time! 

· purity so that those people in the world who do 
want to seek God can see the truth. 

, -Mark Garner 
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Family /11fo17nation 
Contributions Attendance 

Last Week 

Avg YTD 

Budget 

$5430 Weds 

$5421 Sun Class 

$6100 Sun AM 

176 

136 

280 

Sun PM 130 

(Continued from page I) 

the same passage. Pet.er beautifully. describes 
the church as a community of worshippers: 
"And like living stones be yourselves built into 
a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to of-
fer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God , 
through Jesus Christ" (I Peter 2:5). He continues, 
and a few verses away he says, " ... that you may 
declare the wonderful deeds of him who called 
you out of darkness into his marvelous light" 
(I Peter 2:9). 

The last picture where the two golden 
strands of worship and the salvation of souls 
met in final triumph is recorded by the Apostle 
John (Rev. 7:9-12). 

From the beginning God has desired and 
sought true worshippers. He has given the 
means for humankind to approach him in ac
ceptable worship. He has made his will plain in 
Scripture. It was never an ~xclusionary privilege 
for only a few, but by design it was to be inclu
sive. Worship has a vertical and a horizontal ' 
dimension, and it has a missionary function. 

-John W. Ellas 
(Adapted From Church Growth Through Group~) 

Calendar 

June 
9-28 Terry's In Gorno-Altaysk, Siberia 
19 Father's ·Day · · 

July 
4 Independence Day 
6 • Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 p.m. 
10 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am . 
10-16 Northwest Ohio Christian Youth Camp 

See Wilbur Allen or Dave McDaniel 
13-116 Heartland Workshop 

Indianapolis Indiana 
1 7 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

August 
31-6 Family Camp, NWOCYC 
3 Parents Support Gr'oup; E-44, 7 p.m. 
14 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
21 Elders/Deacon .Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 
27 Middle School You~h Rally, Delaware 

Church of Christ 

September 
2-3 Summit '94 - Youth Rally and Concerts 
6 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 p.m. 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eu'gene Prince, 
9:30 am Ray Thome · 

10:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
S· JO Baughman, /oho Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt. Lou 

7
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack J'vfa.uersberg, Dav id McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
· pm., Evm~gelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581.Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Reqapturing Our Purpose 
(Part Four) 

The two themes of salvation and worship continue into the New Tes
tament. These golden threads of God's workings f")Ot only continue, they 
also are brought to a fuller realization. 

God loves all the world, and by Jesus' own disclosure God is seeking 
true worshippers Uohn 3:16; 4:23). Jesus is God incarnate upon the 
earth with a specific ministry to accomplish. He states his own mission 
succinctly, "For the Son of man came to seek and to save the lost" (Luke 
19: 10). Salvation and worship are never far apart; they are woven to
gether into a tapestry of God's 'great redemptive work. 

Jesus has a very strategic plan to transfer his ministry. to his disciples 
so that his mission could continue after his departure. He started by 
teaching his followers little by little through oral instruction and personal 
example Uohn 13: 12-1 7). He gave them on-the-job training (Luke 9: 12; 
10: 1 ). And after his death and resurrection, he makes the transfer dear. 

.He tells his small band of faithful followers, "Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, even so I send you" Uohn 20:21 ). Later, on a moun
tain in Galilee, Jesus tells his disciples, "Go therefore and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy spirit" (Matthew 28:19). 
. ~ In the transfer of his ministry Jesus had in mind the role of the church. 

Earlier, he had told his disciples that hewou.ld build his church and 
nothing could overcome it (Matthew 26:18). In fact, the ministry of Jesus 
was transferred to the disciples and. to the church. 

Before the Lord's ascension, he tells-his disciples that they will be his 
witnesses-to the ends of the earth (Acts 1 :8). Shortly after, on the Day of 
Pentecost, the promised Spirit is given in order to empower the new 
body of Christ on the earth - the church. It was an exciting time domi
nated by two things: worship to God and the evangelizing of lost souls. 
Luke writes: 

"And day by day, attending the temple together and 
breaking bread in their homes, they partook of food with 
glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor . 
with all the people. And the Lord added to their number 
day by day those who were being saved" (Acts 2:46-47). 

They had a wonderful atmosphere of Christian community and worship 
to God, and the result was spiritual and numerical growth. , 

The two themes continue through the Epistles' and sometimes meet in 
(Continued on p age 4) 



For the Family 

DO YOU DISAGREE? 

It i~ inevitable that in the course of deal
ing with other people certain disagreements 
will arise. It happens in business, among 
friends, in the home, at s<;:hool, and it cer
tainly happens in the Church. So, the ques
tion is not: Will we disagree with other 
Christians from time to time? Of course, we 
will. The real question is: How will we han
dle these disagreements? Here are some · 
suggestions. 

First, , analyze the problem. Do you dis
agree with some decision the elders have 
made? Is it something that the preacher 
taught that has you concerned? Have you 
had some problem with a particular Bible 
class teacher? Is there some brother or sister 
in the congregation with whom you have a 
difference? No matter who it may be, take 
care to be sure that you are being fully ob
jective in the matter. Too often we allow 
our own prejudices and preconceived ideas 
to interfere with our evaluation of a given 
matter. , 

Next, ask yourself if the difference is a 
matter that relates to scriptural soundness. If 
so, yield not an inch. When false tea.chers 
were involved, Paul "gave place by subjec
tion, no, not for an hour" (Gal. 2:5). We 
should imitate his example. But be honest 
enough to admit it if your problem is not a 
scriptural one, but rather simply a matter of 
judgment. Perhaps you would not have 

made the judgment, but no sin has oc
curred. If this is the case, then we urge you 
to "be kind one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, even as Cod for · 
Christ's sake hath forgiven you" (Eph. 4:32). 

Far too many church problems have got
ten completely out-of-hand because 
brethren were willing to fight when they 
should have been long-suffering with one 
another. In matters of judgment, "let each 
esteem other better than themselves" 
(Phil. 2:3). 

If you determine that this disagreement 
must be pursued, then be sure that you fol
low the prop~r procedure as outlined in 
God's Word (Matt. 18:15-17). Do not com
pound the problem by back-biting, rumor 
spreading, or gossip. Go directly to the par
ties involved-and work tirelessly for a reso
·lution of the disagreement. If you are un-

1 

willing to do this, you are violati[lg God's 
law and you have no right to even open 
your mouth. In other words, do what's right 
or keep quiet! 

Finally, pray that God will give you wis
dom to do the right thing Uames 1 :5). If all 
Christians will follow these biblical princi
ples, there is no problem that cannot be re
solved according to God's will. Let us have 
enough faith to follow His plan. 

-Greg Gwin 
Pause-Ponder-Profi t 
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6rowing /11 Christ 

FIGHT FOR THE FAITH: 
LESSONS FROM JUDE 

, (Part Four) 

"Despite all this, these senseless people not 
only defile themselves but also reject authority 
and insult heavenly things. Contrast this with 
the archangel Michael, who had an argument 
with the de.vii (they were debating about the 
body of Moses) but did not dare to make .a rag
ing accusation himself; he instead said "The 
Lord reveals your guilt~ But these people 
speak abusively about. the things they don't un
derstand, and the few .things they can under
stand (on the level of brute beasts) turn out to 
be the things that destroy them! " (Ju,de 8-1 OJ 

In these few verses, Jude shows us two of the 
essentials we need to fight for the true faith: hu
mility and understanding. We see here the dan
gers in riot having these qualities, 'as those who 
do not have them will live recklessly and irre
sponsibly. 

Jude uses an .example of humility to help us to . 
, see the depth of restraint that God calls for in 

believers. Even when confronting the devi,I 
himself, Michael .did not lose control. We 
should consider Michael's restraint and com- ; 
pare it to the way we deal with those whom we 
think or know to be in the wrong. Michael 
shows that it is possible to stand for the truth 
without giving in to anger or frustration. If an 
archangel didn't lose his temper in dealing with 
the devil, you and I do not have any reason to 
become frustrated or irritated when we correct 
or instruct each other. 

Then we see a further characterization of the 
self-willed believer (remember that Jude's letter 
is not d~aling with sins of unbelievers). The de
scription is familiar- someone who has some- ' 
thing to say about everything, but none of it is 
edifying. People who have a lot ,of opinions 
(often presented as "my convictions") generally 
have little understanding. They will in the long 
run be destroyed by the fE1w things they can un
derstand - namely their own urges and desires. 

The Bible endorses a different kind of know!- . 
edge and wisdom than tlie world does. 'Worldly 
"experts" tend to accumulate a large arsenal of 
facts, figures, and tactical examples with which 
they can manipulate the truth to prove their 
opinions or to justify their actions. But God's 
idea of a wise person is one who has learned to 
understand, to use what God has said in the way 
and context which God intended, and who un
derstands that the goal of knowledge and under
standing is to glorify God, not the human who· 
possesses it. 

The Bible does not support the pretentious ones 
who store up a lot of facts that they just use to 
win arguments or to prove their intelligence. 
~does the Bible support those simpletons 
who scoff at learning and pride themselves on 
not having any "book knowledge" (because they 
are too lazy to acquire it). God calls for a-bal
ance of knowledge with humility. 

-Mark Garner 
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Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $3880 ' Weds 104 ' 
~ 

Avg YTD $5359 Sun Class 156 

Budget $6100 Sun AM 280 

Sun PM 90 

A Riddle 

I know a word - an "L" is in it. 

And al I who see it want to ha,ve it. 

i:·1 " I • . ~· :j ~t~calendJfr: :~,:",~>.--;·;:·~! r. 1W 
. yl,~ . . 

June 
9-28 Terry's In Gorno-Altaysk, Siberia 

July 
4 Independence Day 
6 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 p.m. 
10 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
10-16 Northwest Ohio Christian Youth Camp 

See Wilbur Allen or Dave McDaniel 
13-16 Heartland.Workshop 

Indianapolis Indiana 
16 Mid Year Leadership Meeting 2pm-6pm 

, But if you take the "l" away, 
17 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-4.2, 8:00 am 
23 Congregational Picnic ·.,_ 

the word that's left is perfect in every way~ 

Now, if yo'u are wise in spirit-

This little word - what is it? 

-Martin Luther 

(Answer in next week's bulletin) 

***Note*** ' 
There are several copies of the tract from which 
Bailey Barton adapted his talk on "The Day 
Christ Came (Again)" in the foyer rack. These / 

are for those who asked for .a copy. 

31-6 
3 
14 
21 
27 

2-3 
6 

A,ugust 
Family Camp, NWOCYC 
Pprents S

1
upport Group, E-44, 7 p.m. 

Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 
Middle School Youth Rally, Delaware 
Church of Christ 

September 
Summit '94 - Youth Rally and Concerts 
Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 p.m. 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday · 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9:30 am Ray Thorne · . · · . · · 

1 0: 30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tqm Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
S· 30 pm Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

1 
· OO Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
: pm Evangelist: Terry Moore · 

. . I 

Nof1hland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 

c 

I 
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Recapturing Our Purpose 

Conclusion 

God through Christ has given the church the ministry of recon
ciliation. Nune of the five functions of the church should be iso
lated from this mission. Every strategy and specific activity of the 
church should make some identifiable contribution to mission. 

Some church growth strategies have received more than their 
share of criticism. This is partially because the relationship be ... 
~ween strategy and mission was left too vague or altogether m.iss-
ing. / 

Criticism aimed at the local church can be silenced by respon
sible action in three areas. First, each new generation of Christians 
should spend time rediscovering and restating a clear understand
ing of the church's mission. It is too easy to avoid the hard work 
,of theology, and to simply repe~t the same strategies and specific 
ministries of the previous generation. On tile other hanp, a re-
' newed awareness of mission based on Scripture can save a church 
from dead institutionalism, and provide a sense of purpos~, direc-· 
ti on, and energy to advance the cause_ of Christ again. · ' 

1 

Second, congregations would ben·~fit from studying growing 
churches to understand what strategies are working. This requires ' 
close observation of several churches, and also stµdying the field 

· of church growth in order to recognize effective strategies and the 
cor:iditions .under which they work. 

Third, congregations should select strategies that are faithful to 
mission. Mission belongs to the entire congregation and all of its 
cHurch functions - worship, preaching, teaching, service, arn;l fel
lowship. Based on a clear mission statement, strategic plans can 
be made where each area of work makes a meaningful contribu
tion to the overall mission of the church. 

-John W. Ellas 
(Adapted from Church Growth Through Groups) 
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THREE RULES FOR 
HARMONY .IN THE CHURCH 

Scripture gives three rules for experienc
i'ng the joy of oneness in real membership 
in Christ 

I 

( . 

1. Never speak evil of another 
rnember(Eph.-4:31 ); Titus 
3:1,2; James 4:11; i Peter 

. I 

2. 

· 2: 1 ). 

Never be proud of your own 
gifts or those of another, so 
that you look with contemP.t 
on those who lack them 
(Rom. 12:3, i Cor. 4:6). Each 
member. must' realize that gifts 
are none of his·doing; they 
come from God - and that Je
sus Christ taught that the 
greatest gifts only fit for the 
lowliest service (Luke 22:26). 

3. The two negative commands 
are connected with the positiv 
rule, "Follow peace with all 
men" (Heb. 12:14). One 
member can disrupt the unity 
of 'the body; al I the members 
are needed to maintain it. 
(Rom. 14: 19). 

Spiros 4odhiates 

ON YOUR ALTER 

Laid on your alter, Oh· my Lord Divine 
accept my gift this day for Jesus' sake. 
I have no jewels to adorn Your shrine, 
Nor any world-famed sacrifice to make. 
Yet here I bring within my trembling hand 
this will of mine- a thing that seems so 
small, but You alone, Oh Lord, can 
understand that when I yield You this, I 
yield You all. 

Hidden therein Your searching eye ~an 
, I 

see struggles of passion, visions of delight, 
all that I have, and am, and fain wou'ld be, 
fond hope, deep love, and longing infinite. 
It has been wet with tears and dim.med with 
sighs, clenched in my grasp till beauty it has 
none. 

Now, from Your footstool, where i~ 
vanquished lies, the prayer ascendeth, "May 
Thy wi 11 be done. II 

Take it,
1
Dear Lord, befo~e my courage 

fails, and merge it so in Your own will, that 
even if in some desperate hour my cries 
prevail, and You give back my will, it'may 
have been so changed, so purified, so fair 
have grown, so one with Thee, so filled 
with peace divine, I may not know it, feel it 
as my own, but gaining back my will~ may 
find it Thine. · 

Author Unknown 
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1 6rowing/n Ch1'ist 1 

FICHT FOR THE FAITH: 
LESSONS FROM,JUDE. 

(Part Five) 

"Woe to them! They walk in the ways of Cain; 
they jump into Balaam 's error because they 
want money, they are destroyed in Korah 's re
bellion. They are the ones who blemish your 
fellowship meals by behaving disrespectfully. 
and caring only for themselves, II ' (Jude 11-12) 

Next, Jude is concerned t-hat we understand the 
ways that sel'f~willed believers cause difficulties 
for others. When God cal Is us to fight for the 
faith, he wants us to know what to expect so 
that we will' not be taken by surprise. 

We are given three examples from the.Old Tes
tament. Cq,in saw that God preferred his 

· brother's sacrifice. Instead of learning from 
Abel how to more truly worship Gpd, he kill~d 
his brother out of jealousy. Balaam (see Num
bers. 31, note v. 8 and 16) earned profit and 
popularity by luring God's people into ' sin. Ko
rah (see Numbers 16) felt he, not Moses, should 
have been leading God's people, bringing 
death to many others in addition to himself. 

The church of Christ is made up of humans. 
They are forgiven humans, but still humans with 
weaknesses and impure motives. It should not 
be a surprise that from time to time there will be 
those among the believers who seek to use the 
church as a means to get their own needs met. 
There will be jealous, Cain-like believers; ma
nipulative, crafty Balaam-like believers; and am
bitious Korah-like believers who think that 

Christians should be followi.ng t~em. , It is up to 
us to stand firm in the face of these challenges, 
nQ1 to desperately hope that we won't have diffi
culties o'r to wring our hands.about how 
"believers should be different". 

Now, if you fall irito one of these categories - if 
you are jealous of the talents or faith of a brother 
or sister, if you think that the church exists to see 

· that your own needs get met, or if you thirst for 
a leadership posit.ion because you think you 
know better than others, the Bible does indeed 
say that we can't avoid people like you, but it 
also says that it would have been better for you 
never to have been born than to experience the 
chastening that God has waiting for you. 

But most of us (I hope) do not cause such trou-
, ble.to Jesus' "little ones"; instead we often get 

frustrated or discouraged over such trials. God 
calls us to stand.firm in our faith ~nd in what we 
know to be true. If we have problems in our fol
lowship, it does not necessarily mean that we 

' . 
did something wrong. , But instead of moping 
about the problem or worrying that we might 
have caused the problem, we ought to take con
fident action to protect the unity of the Spirit. If 
we are willing to put time and effort into fighting 
for the faith, the~e· problems do not have to ·de
rail us. 

-Mark Garner 
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Family /11fo1'lllalion 
Contributions Attendance 

Last Week 

AvgYTD 

Budget 

I 
$4851 Weds 

$5340 Sun Class 

$6100 Sun AM 

144 

156 

275 

Sun PM 120 

(Continued from page 2) 

In this reciprocal pronoun there is equality 
of quality, for we "all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of Cod" (Romans 
3:23). 

There is also significance in the Greek 
preposition huper, translated "for." "Pray 
one for another." It would be far better if 
.that preposition were to be translated "on 
.~behalf of, for the good of." The admonition 

._,.·-then would read, "Pray one for the good of 
the other." This is a lesson in Christian· 
reciprocity. We expect others to pray for 

· our good: Then let us pray for their good, 
too, whether they deserve it or not. Do we 
really deserve to have others pray for us? 
When we pray for others, then, let us pray 
for their good, even as we expect them to 
pray for our good. Let us always rememb~r 
that the sin befalling someone else may 
befal I us too. 

Spiros. Zodhiates 

Cale11dar 

July 
4 Independence Day 

, 6 Parents SupportGroup,' E-44, 7 p.m. 
10 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
10-16 Northwest Ohio Christian Youth Camp 

See Wilbur Allen or Dave McDaniel 
13-16 Heartland Workshop 

Indianapolis Indiana 
16 Mid Year Leadership Meeting 2pm-6pm 
17 'Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am . 
23 Congregational Picnic, 1 pm at Whitehall 

Park, N. Hamilton rd. Shelter #4 

August 
31~6 Family Camp, NWOCYC 
3 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 p.m. 
-14 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
21 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 
27 Middle School Youth Rally, Delaware 

Church of Christ ' 

September 
2-3 Summit '94 - Youth Rally and Concerts 
6 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7p.m. 

Answer to last weeks riddle - "gold", take away 
the "L" and you h(,lve "COD" 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 

9:30 am Ray Thorne . 
t 0:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 

5.3Q Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
• pm Ev.angelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ,4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbu~ OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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In Praise Of ]iminy Cricket 

Walt Disney Productions has recently reissued the 1940 animated 
movie Pinocchio. Beautifully restored to its original color brilliance, the 
movie played to a new generation of young people. They will learn the 
story of Gepetto, the woodcarver who creates a puppet in the place of a 
son he never had; Pinocchio, the puppet with a chance to become a hu
man; and Jiminy Cricket. 

As I remember the story from seeing it years· ago, Jiminy Cricket is its 
real hero. He acts as Pinocchio's conscience and tries to keep him on 
the path of honor. As something of a morality play, the movie reminds 
us that we cannot be human without a sense of internal compunction 
and restraint. ' 

One of the scariest things about life in _20th-century America is the 
lack of conscience exhibited by people in a variety of situations. 

Most of us have seen videos of white-on-black and black-on white 
violence the past few months that turn the stomach. Events in Los Ange
les have 'been stark reminders of how savage human behavior can be. 
Where are the restraints of conscience when one human being can in
flict such harm on another? 

And what of the language that our society has come to tolerate? 
There are X-rated CDs and tapes for our children to buy, music that not 
only uses profane terms but describes perverse and brutal behavior 
against women. Beverly Sills has said: "Now I am all for artistic freedom . 
- l ·u.sed to be a performing artist myself- but we as a society are growing 
dangerously out of touch with our consder'lce. We will not accept the 
lowest common form of human behavior as the price for free expres
sion." 

The inability to feel embarrassment' and regret does not develop 
overnight. One's· sense of decency and self-respect does not vanish in 

I one day. It is the ultimate outcome of a series of heart-hardening events 
that happen over a long period of time. 

The little voice of conscience can be ignored until it has been si
lenced. When that happens, one loses her or his humanity and a pointer 
to God. If your.conscience is speaking, you will be wise (and spiritual) 
to listen. 

cv,"' Rubel Shelby, The Blythe Banner 

~ 
~ 
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For the Family 

"Confess Your Fau~ts ... 
Pray for One Another" 

I 

(Part One) 

"Confess your faults one to another, and 
, pray one for another ... " (James 5: 16) 

James leaves no doubt that we must 
confes's our sins to one another - to other 
Christians, to each other. But the purpose is 
not to shame us, but that we might receive· 
comfort and encourage.ment for~ brothers 
and sisters in the Lord. 

James definitely bars any idea of 
superiority on the ·part of anyone hearing 

• " . . 
the confession. We who hear others confess 
their sins are not to consider _ourselves any 
better than they: that is inherent in the 

. Greek word allelois, translated "one to 
another." And certainly we are not only 
hearers of the confessions of others, but are 
ourselves to confess our sins to other 
Christians. 

Why Should We confess Our Sins? 

Because all Christians are human and 
fallible, and. need the prayers of others. 
Confession wi 11 prompt others to pray for us 
and our weaknesses. That is the only truly 
Christian reaction to confession, · rather than 
criticism. How terrible and unChristlike it is 
to criticize a brother on hearing him speak 
of his failings and weaknesses! The hearing 

of the confession of others should not move 
us to criticism, but to prayer for them. 

Many critical Christians are like a certain 
Persian youth who was very meticulous 
about his religious duties. He would rise up 
in the midc;ile of the night to watch, pray, 
and read the Koran. One night, as he was 
engaged in these exercises, his father awoke 
while he was reading. ''Behold," the 
religious you said to his father, "thy other 
children are lost in irreligious slumber, 
while I alone wake to praise God." "Son of 
my soul," the wise father answered, "it is 
better to sleep than to awake to mark the 
fau Its of thy brothers!" 

If the acknowledgment of their siris by 
others arouses' in us the spifit of 
censoriousness and criticism, confessjon has 
not accomplished its intended and hoped
for purpose. Confession of sin by others 
should arouse in us the spirit of sympathy 
and earnest prayer on behalf of the 
confessing ones. That is why James, after 
say(ng '.'Confess your faults one to ano_ther," 
adds, "and pray one for another." 
Confession stimulates prayer. 

It is significant that James once again, in 
thi~ second clause of the verse, uses the 
same reciprocal pronoun a/felon (in the 
genitive plural) as he uses in the first clause., 
By doing so he endeavors to teach us. that 
when we pray for each other, it should be 
with the consciousness of ou.r equality in 
the sight of God. Now we pray for a brother 
who may have sinned, but later that brother 
may be praying for us who have sinned. 

(C,ontinued on page 4) 
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61·owing In Christ 

FIGHT FOR THE FAITH: 
LESSONS FROM J_U-DE 

(Part Six) 
. 

"They are rainless clouds blown along by the 
wind; they are uprooted trees that do not bear 
fruit when they should - so they are twice dead. 
They are wild waves of the sea that foam up 
their own shame; they are stars that /eave their 
orbits and are then kept in gloomy darkness for
ever." (Jude 12-13) 

Jude now gets 'to the heart of the problem that 
these erring believers rave: they have lost sight 
of their purpose. Every human was created for 
one reason, that is, to seek and know God. 
Whenever a human imagines a different pur
pose, be it to accumulate wealth, to earn praise 
from other humans, to live a life of ease, or any 
other, that human has made his/her life a point
less one and is living in futility that cannot bring 
anything in the long run but frustration and in
security. This is the heart' of the fight that God 
has called us to join - an eternal conflict be
tween those who accept that because God 
made us his wisdom is supr~me, and those who 
know that God created them, but think they (or 
some other humans) know better than God. 

Jude illustrates 'this using some metaphors from 
nature that illustrate the futility and disorder that 
come when ar:iything or anyone rejects its pur
pose. The illustrations warn us that we too, if 
we lose sight of who we are, become aimless 
and irrelevant. For example, a tree that loses its 
root's and does not bear its fruit in season is a 
pointless object - it is twice dead, because it 

cannot nourish itself or others. This tree, unfor
timatP.ly, is rP.prnsentative of too many believers. 
Many believers are too lazy to grow roots 
through diligent prayer, Bible study, and fellow
ship. So they cannot bear any fruit that will last, 
though' they may (like the rocky soil) show spec
tacular short-term results . 

Then we have the example of a star or planet 
that leaves its proper prbit, and thus wanders off 
into the darkness forever. Celestial bodies have 
all been put in tbeir own place (by God, of 
course) and given their designated orbit. It 
would be u~natural ·and incomprehensible for 
one of them to choose to wander off on its O\yn. 
It is just as inappropriate for humans to think 
that they have better plans for their lives than 
God does, since God also created humans and 
"determined the times set for them and the exact 
places where they should live" (Acts 17:26). 

We are called to accept our p0sition as having 
been created by God. He knows us better than 
we know ourselves, he knows what we need 
and how best to supply our needs. Only ignora
muses say "I know what's best for me", because 
they usually don't, whereas God always does. 
Thinking that we can go off ori our own will re
sult in insecurity, shame, and darkness; accept
ing God as Creator and Master will -bring the 
truest rewards of God's grace. 

-Mark Carner 
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Family Information 
Contributions Attendance 

Last Week 

AvgYTD 

Budget 

$5453 Weds 

$5344 Sun Class 

$6100 Sun AM 

165 

156 

255 

Sun PM 98 

(Continued from page 2) 

feel the need of the prayers of others, but let us' 
not forget that others also feel the need of our 
prayers. Let us therefore be willing, not only to 
hear other people's confessions, but also to pray 
for their good. -

-Spiros Zodhiates 

Attention: We will be putting together a 
new directory of the body at Northland. If you 
have been baptized or joined the fellowship 
here in the last year please come to the office 
after services and ,fill out a membership form so 
that we can have your information. If you have 
moved in the last year or there was an error in 
the last directory, please come in as well. We 
need your assistance. Thank you . . 

Calendar 

July 
10-16 Northwest Ohio Christian Youth Camp 

See Wilbur Allen or Dave McDaniel 
13-16 Heartland Workshop 

Indianapolis Indiana 
16 Mid Year Leadership Meeting 2pm-6pm 
1 7 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
23 Congrerational Picnic, 1 pm at Whitehall 

Park, N. Hamilton Rd. Shelter #4 

August 
31-6 Family Camp, NWOCYC 
3 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 p.m. 
14 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
27 Middle School Youth Rally, Delaware 

Church of Christ 

., September 
2-3 Summit '94 - Youth RaUy and Concerts 

· 6 Parents Support Group, E-44; 7p.m. 
11 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am ' 
18 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 
23-25 Men's Leadership Retreat, Round Lake 

Lodge ''In His Presence: Men Molded 
By the Presence of God" 

23-25 Singles Retreat, Genessee 'Ave. Church of 
Christ. 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9:30 am Ray Thome 

t 0:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
S· 30 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
• pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleve!and Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The disciples of Jesus come to Gorno-
Altaysk, and great faith is seen ... 

Leaving Gorno-Altaysk was very difficult because of all the young Chris
tians that I was leaving behind:These were people who I had never met 
just two weeks before, yet I had such great heartache because I was 
leaving my family. It is truly amazing what the Lord had done in their 

. lives as well as mine. But I was also leaving a new best friend in Yves. 
Yves Perriard came on this campaign at the urging of Jim Condon, 

the missions director of the North Alanta Church of Christ. Yves left the 
Boston movement about four months ago from Zurich. This was just 
what he needed (and 'what I and the church in Gorno-Altaysk needed as 
well). Yves had become a Christian at a church of Christ in Geneva and 
several years later joined the Boston movement. He was in Boston for 
about a year and then was a vital part of church plantings in Paris, Mu
nich and Zurich .over the next eight years. The time Yves and I spent to
gether in Gorno-altaysk bonded us. It was the Lord's plan for both of us. 
Yves came like the rest work for two weeks and then leave, but God had 
given him a vision for Russia. At the end of our stay, after much discus
sion and prayer, Yves decided to stay with the church. He did not have 
a place to stay or supplies enough to stay longer, yet he stepped out on 
faith, trusting God's providence and provision. . 

During,our stay in Gorno-Altaysk, we saw thirty-eight people bap
tized rnto Christ. Of these, twelve were students at the teachers univer
sity, six of which worked as translators for us. There w~re also many 
teenagers who commited their lives to following Jesus. It was truly amaz
ing to see the hunger to learn more about Jesus Christ. When we left 
there were twelve people who were contemplating making Jesus Christ 
their Lord. Among the wqrkers who came, most of them had been tO 
Russia to work and was back again to teach these people about Jesus. 

Towards the end of the campaign, I was overwhelmed by the power 
of the gosp~I, the story of Jesus. I knew that the power of God is found 
in His word. I knew that when Jesus is lifted up He will draw all meri to 
Himself, yet thereJ was learning it all over again, almost as if I hadn't 
known it at all. I was thankful to be seeing the power of Jesus in the lives 
of people. I spoke to athetists and sinners about Jesus and I would see 
their minds and hearts change. It was Je~us who changed them, and I re
:alized that I hadn't been sharing the story enough with the lost. 

We came to this town to bring the message of Jesus Christ to the lost.· 
We didn't come to worship, although we did worship God. We did nqt 
tome to relax although we did spenc,i one Saturday at a nea by lake. We 
were there to do God's will. Why are you here in this city? Are you do
ing what you are here for? The lost are just waiting to hear about Jesus. 



For the Family 

"Confess Your Faults ... 
Pray for One Another" 

(Part Two) 

"Confess your faults one to another, and pray 
one for another ... " Uames 5: 16) 

verb, proseuchesthe, is the present imperative, 
which indicates continuity of action. Our 
prayers for others should not be just casual, off
and-on affairs, but constant and uninterrupted. 
We certainly do not expect God's light to stop 
shining upon us, do we? Nor should we allow 
our prayerful light to stop shining upon others. 

A minister was praying at the bedside of a 
dying woman. "Wait a moment," she said, as he 
started to rise from his knees. "I want to pray for 
you." And very tenderly she prayed with her 

Selfishness in Prayer hands upon his head. "For ten years, ever since 
Unfortunately many Christians become you became my pastor, I have offered that 

selfish in their prayers. They pray for themselves, prayer for you every morning and night," she. 
and their families and care little about others. told him. the minister went away with tears in 
They are like that girl who in a fit of anger said, hi~ eyes and a strange warmth in his heart. He 
"I don't care if I see everyone else dead; all I had known that this woman was sweet-spirited 
care for is my family and myself!" Many times and true, but he had never guessed that he had 
we do not say this, but we give secret a place in her prayers day and night. "I wonder 
expression to it through the lack of reciprocal how many of my six hundred members pray for 
interest displayed in our Christian conduct. The me," he asked himself. Let us remember others 
moon is a lavish giver, who owes all her beauty in our prayers even as we want others to 
to this habit of giving. Suppose the moon should remember us. 
swallow up and keep to herself all the rays of Sometimes we think that because others have 
light which the sun gives her and should refuse 'attained an advanced position over us, either in 
to share them with us; what would the effect be? society or the church, they have no need of our 
She would stop shining. And the moment she prayers, that it is only we who heed their 
stopped shining, she would lose all her beauty. prayers. That is not so. During the dark days of 
All by its reflecting, or giving away, the light the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln was 
which it receives from the sun. And it is the receiving visitors at the White House. In the -
same way with the moon. 1( it should stop long line of those who wished to shake hands 
shining, or giving away the light it gets from the with the President was Henry Ward Beecher, 
sun, it would hang up in the sky as a great the famous preacher. Upon being introduced, 
black, ugly-looking ball. All its brightness and Lincoln asked Beecher to remain in the room 
beauty would be gone. Which would we rather unti'I the visitors had all passed through. Then 
be as we pray: a black ugly ball in God's sky, or the President shut the door, turned the key in 
a shining light constantly giving of the light we the lock, and asked the ·preacher to kneel with 
so abundantly receive? him and pray for him and the nation. Here was, 

Persistence in Prayer 
This brings us to the verb itself, "pray." This 

a m.an in the highest political position, but he 
felt the need of the prayers of others. We, too, 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Growing In Christ 

FIGHT FOR THE FAITH: 
LESSONS FROM JUDE 

(Part Seven) 

"Enoch (the seventh man from Adam) prophe
sied about such people. He said "Look! The 

everything right. All of the ungodliness that we 
have to put up with, al,I the evil things people do 
that seem as if they wi 11 never be set straight, 
will be revealed for what they are when Jesus 
returns. And if Jesus himself can wait for many 
years until his Father tells him it is time to re
turn, so that he can receive at last the praise that 
is due him, then surely we can endure for our 
short lifetimes as we wait for Jesus to be re
vealed to the world. 

Lord is coming with many thousands of his holy ·Connected with these thoughts is the criticism of 
ones to judge everyone and to convict al( the the self-indulgent believers' practice of habitual 
godless people of all their godle:s behavior an? grumbling and faultfinding. The original text 
of all the harsh things ungodly sinners have said makes clear that they do not just criticize from 
about him." They are habitual grumblers and , time t~ time, when it may well be appropriate. 
faultfinders who live to satisfy their urges; they The problem is that they are always looking for 
use their mouths to boast and to flatter others to things to criti- -----------~ 
get favors for themselves. II (Jude 14- r6) cize. Wh ! le '~s we fight for the 

there will be . . l 
Jude concludes his section about these problem 
believers by emphasizing the certa,inty of God 
taking action. As we fight for the faith, it is of 
great value to know that our leader has foreseen 
all events and has plans for everything that may 
arise. And unlike the earthly causes that people 
fight for, ours is guaranteed to be a winning 
cause. Even if you or I may suffer in the battle, 
we will be the winners when Jesus .returns. 
(Note: the quote in this verse comes from the 
ancient Book of Enoch, which is not part of the 
Bible, but which was widely 'read.by both Jews 
and Christians of Jude's day. It is the reference 
he had in mind in verse 4 when he said "written 
about long ago".) 

Jude presents us here with a vision of the future 
that should make us look ahead with joy if we 
are devoted to seeing that God reigns over ev
erything. The day will come when Jesus him
self will come not only to be revealed, but to set 

times when i foith, tt tS .@/?/Peat 1JtJ; Ue 

we wi 11 have teJ know, that our leader 
to correct or fi ll 
point out a· has 'O:reseen a . events 
shortcoming, rand has plans for every
if we find our- thing that 111~]! arise." 
selves habitu-
ally having a . 
list of criticisms for the church or its members, 
we are probably falling into the ungodly behav
ior that Jude criticizes here. 

As this verse points out, the ungodly will also 
misuse their tongues in other ways (see also 
James 3). Speech is one of the gifts God has 
given us - let's make sure to use it, not to satis_fy . 
ourselves, but to edify others and fo praise God. 

-Mark Carner 
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Family lnforn1atio11 
Contributions Attendance 

$3933 Weds Last Week 

AvgYTD 

Budget 

$5294 Sun Class 

114 

113 

229 $6100 Sun AM 

Sun PM 85 

(Continued from page 1) 

gospel to the people we are discipling. Our ten
dency is to proclaim this ''.good news" to people 
until they trust Christ; then we begin to teach 
them the demands of disciple~hip. But the 
gospel is the good news that God sent His Son 
into th,e world to die for all our sins - not just 
the sins we committed befo~e we trusted Christ, 
but all our sins past, present,·and future. 

What do I mean when I say we must con
ti~ue to preach th,e gospel to Christians? A be
liever recently said to a friend of mine, "I'm a 
failure." In an effort to encourage, my friend 
told this person, "No, you're not a failure." 
While I appreciate my friend's compassion, I 
would sugges't a different response to such a 
statement and the attitude of despair lying be
hind it. I would suggest that we say something 
like this: "That's right. You are a failure, and so 
am I. But that's why Jesus came. He came to die 
for people who are failures." You see, this dear 
person needed to hear the gospel just as much 
that day as she did the day she trusted Christ as 
her Savior. -

- Jerry Bridges 

Calendar 

July 
23 Congrerational Picnic, 1 pm at Whitehall 

Park, N. Hamilton Rd. Shelter #4 

August 
31-6 Family Camp, NWOCYC 
3 Parents Support Group, E-44; 7 p.m. 
14 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
27 Middle School Youth. Rally, Delaware 

' Church of Christ 

September 
2-3 Summit '94 - Youth Rally and Concerts 
6 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7P..m. 
11 Deacons 'Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
18 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:06 am 
23-25Men's Leadership Retreat, Rpund Lake 

Lodge "In His Presence: Men Molded 
By the Presence of GodH 

23-25 Singles Retreat, Genessee Ave. Church of 
Christ. 

'---~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Services 
Sunday .Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Eiders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9:30 am Ray Thorne 

10:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams; Brian AmoJd, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzi.ni, Dan 

5.30 pm Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7
:
00 

Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Bery.I McMasters 
• pm Evangelist: Terry Moote 

~orthland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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How To Develop Learners Not Legalists 
(Part One) 

·when I was first introduced to the idea of discipleship, I was given a 
list of seven spiritual disciplines I should practice every day - things such · 
as a daily quiet time; Scripture memorization, Bible study, and prayer. As 
overwhelming as that list was,-1 did manage to survive and am extremely 
grateful for the spiritt.,1al disciplines I learned in the process. But I soon 
came to believe that my day-to-day relationship with God depended on 
how faithfully I performed those disciplines. · 
. No one actually told me God's blessing on my life was based on my 

performance. Still, I had developed a vague but very real impression that 
god's mile or frown depended on what I did. The frequent challenge to 
"be faithful" in my quiet time, while intrinsically good, pr0bably helped 
create this impression. Soon, I was passing on this legalistic attitude to 
those I was seeking to disciple. 

In recent years I've noticed an even stronger emphasis on discipl.eship 
by legalism. Not only do some people convey that God's smile or frown 
is dependent on a person's performance, they communicate by attitude • 

1and action that their own approval is based on a person's faithful perfor-•. 
mance of certain disciplines or attendan:ce at certain Christian activities. '"
The message is: People who don't do th'ese things faithfully are not as ;: 
"spiritual" or "committed" as thos.e who do. ~-

However, it is not rules that effectively disciple a person, it is God's ·,, 
grace. As the Apostle Paul said, "For the grace of God that brings salva- '', 
ti on has appeared to all men. It teaches ·us to say 'No' to. ungodliness ana 
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in 
this present age" (Titus 2: 11-12). Note that Paul says it is the grace of 
God - not a regimen of rules and activities - that teaches or disciples us. If 
we want to disciple others in a biblical manner, we musf disciple by the 
grace of 0od, not by legalism. But this poses a problem. 

Proclaim the Good News 
Too many people set grace and discipline (or discipleship) in opposi

tion to one other. Just as there is a strong element of legalistic disciple
ship within evangelicalism, there is an equally str-0ng element of teach
ing that any emphasis on spiritual disciplines is a negation of God's · 
grace. 

How then can we apply Titus 2:11-12 in our discipling ministries? 
How can we disciple by grace? First, we must continue to teach the 

(Continued on page 4) 
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For the Family 

CROWING UP 

" ... but speaking the truth in love we are to grow 
up in all aspects into Him who is the head, 
even Christ..." (Eph. 4: 15). 

We basically do not like to think of ourselves 
as immature. In reality we spend our whole life 
growing up, but most of us learn at a very early 
age to pretend we are immaturely claiming 
maturity. Paradoxically, the mature person is 
one who recognizes his or her immaturity. 
. I recently read in a business magazine seven 

characteristics top managers look for in their 
people as indicators of growth and maturity. 
Every single characteristic these business people 
look for represents a Christian trait. It might be 
helpful for each of us to test our own maturing 
process with these characteristics. Are we 
growing up, or just growing old? 

Patient: "We urge you, brethren ... be patient 
v.:ith all men" (1 Thess. 5:14). Am I more patient 
than when I was younger, or just more 
apathetic? 

Calm: "Therefore my beloved brethren, 
everyone should be quick to listen, slow to 
speak, and slow to become angry" Uames 1: 19). 
How is my self-control? Has passing time found 
me increasingly more ill-tempered, or 
increasingly in control of myself? 

Empathetic: "Each of you should look not 
only to your own interest, but also to the 
interests of others" (Phil. 2:4). Do I identify and 
respond to others' needs more now than in the 
past, or have the years served only to make me 
more self-centered?. 

Resolute: "Let us not become weary in doing 
good, for at the proper time we will reap a 

harvest if we do not give up" (Gal. 6:9). Am I 
known as one who sticks with the commitment, 
determined, and faithful, or have people learned 
not to count on me in a pinch? 

Positive: " ... whatever is true, whatever is 
noble, whatever is right, 'whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable - if 
anything is excellent or praiseworthy - think on 
such things .. ." (Phil. 4:8). Am I negative, critical, 
and judgmental or have I become more - _ 
compassionate, encouraging, and upbeat with 
the passing years? 

Courageous: "For God has not given us a 
spirit of timidity, but of power and love and 
discipline" (2 Tim. 2:7). Have I become bolder 
in my stand for right and righteousness, or, in 
the name of tolerance and getting along have I 
compromised my convictions? 

Dependable: "Now it is required that those 
who have . 

" h . been given ••• w atever ts true, 
a trust must whatever is noble, what-
prove . 
faithful" (1 ever is right, whatever ts 
Cor. 4:2). pure, whatever is lovely, 
Do people h . d . bl ;{' 
know me as w atever ts a mtra e-'tj 
one who I anything is excellent Or 
can be • .I,,.,.., h . k 
counted on, I pratsewortu y-t tn on 

h h . " or simply as sue t tngs ... 
one who 1 Ph 'l ~) 

. talks a good I (J t · 4:8; 
game, but 
never delivers? 

Keit~ Robinson, The Encourager 
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61"owing In Christ 

FIGHT FOR THE FAITH: 
LESSONS FROM JUDE 

(Part .Eight) 

"Now you, dear friends, should remember what 
the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold: 
they told you "In the last times, there will be 
mockers who will live to satisfy their own un
godly urges." They are the ones who cause divi
sions, they are controlled by their own flesh and 
do not have the Spirit. 
But you, dear friends, keep yourselves in God's 
love ... '~ (Jude 1 7-20) 

Having fully analyzed the problems involved in 
seeking our own will rather than God's, we turn 
now to the right things to do, think, and say. 
First of all, we have another reminder that God 
foresees all of our problems and has everything 
under control. No matter how unsettled we may 

'become by the disruptions caused by rebellious 
believers, God is not surprised, nor is he' inca
pable of responding. God wants us to know that 
he has always known the fight we would face, 
and he also foresaw the specific problems. 

The quote here (compare 2 Peter 3:3) focuses 
once more on the fundamental causes of so 
many difficulties - the feeling that many people 
have that their own will is superior to God's, and 
the spirit of hardness and mockery that comes 
with that mistaken perspective. The point here 
is not just to again critique the erring, but to reas
sure us that even this kind of oppositior: cannot 
defeat God. 

Something we should try to understand here is 

why God permits such attitudes to last as long as 
they do. Surely God does not enjoy the way that 
humans mock him and his plans, and we know 
from many Scriptures how much it hurts and dis
appoints him that most people won't follow him. 
Since we, to a lesser extent, share in God's feel
ings, it is important for us to try to adopt God's 
own perspective. To God, two things override 
the anger and the desire to punish such people 
that he would otherwise feel. First, hi5 love for 
these people themselves makes him very reluc
tant to do anything to harm them (consider, for 
example, Jesus washing Judas's feet right before 
Judas handed him over to death). And second,. 
the joy that God gets from even a very few who 
genuinely seek him so outweighs the rebellion of 
all the others that God loves his 'entire creation 
on their ac-

~~~~~--------~~~--
count. "The joy that God gets 
In the follow- from even a very few 
ing verse, we who genuinely seek him 
are given both · . 
the antidote to so outweighs the rebel-
the problems lion of all the others that 
caused by d / h. . 
mockers (and Go oves ts entire cre-
the other ation on their account" 
straying be--..----------• 
lievers we have met in Jude's letter) and also the 
way to keep ourselves from ever becoming like 
them. Staying in God's love is the best way to 
avoid·the pain that selfish people cc~use to others, 
and to avoid the insecurity and emptiness that 
they inflict on themselves. Jude is about to con
tinue by elaborating on how we can remain in 
God's love. 

-Mark Garner 
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Fa1ni/y lnfor1natio11 

TEACH ER'S APPRECIATION 
DINNER 

On Saturday, August 13th at 6:30 p.m. the 
elders would lilke to honor our childr~n's 
teaching staff with a dinner at the Marriot 
North. If you have taught or assisted in .a 
children's (toddler through senior high) Bible 
classes or junior worhsip or have worked in the · 
Learning Center for one or more quarters during 
theJast 12 monrths, you are invited to attend. 
You may bring your spouse or a guest if you 
wish. If you plan to attend, be sure to place 
your name on the sign-up sheet in the foyer by 
August 7th. ' The Elders 

News From All Over... People who ( 
place religious symbols or pictures around their 
work place could be sued for "religious harassment," 
if proposed guidelines drawn up by the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission go into effect. 
The guidelines would prohibit workers from 
discussing religion and would turn employers into 
monitors of their businesses to ensure that no "illegal 
religious conversations" take place. Simply 
confessing belief in Christ and the Gospel could 
become a criminal offense. An employer who 
mentioned his faith to a subordinate, or one who 
shared a religious tract with a co-worker, might be 
guilty of "harass_ing behavior." Comments may be 
directed to: Dianna B. Johnston, EEOC, 1801 L 
Street,NW, Washington DC,20507. 

Calendar 

August 
31-6 Family Camp, NWOCYC 
3 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 p.m. 
13 Teacher's Appreciation Dinner 
14 Deacons ·Meeting, E-42, 8:,00 am 
21 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E~42 8:00 am 
26-28 Singles/Single-Again Retreat 

Camp Chri.,stian 
27 Middle School Youth Rally, Delaware 

Church of Christ 

September· 
2-3 Summit '94 - Youth Rally and Concerts 
6 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7p.m. · 
11 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
12-14 Ninth Annual Golden Agers Retreat, Fort 

Hill Christian Youth Camp. Cost $30. 
Call Carl Matheny for info 513-466-2713 

18 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 
23-25 Men's Leadership Retreat, Round Lake 

Lodge 11/n His Presence: Men Molded 
By the Presence of Godn 

23-25 Singles Retreat, Genessee Ave. Church of 
Christ,. 

Contributions Attendance. 

Last Week $4938 Weds 149 
-

Avg YTD $5294 Sun Class 129 

Budget $6100 Sun AM 264 

Sun PM 1 T~ 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9:30 am Ray Thome · 

t 0:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 

5.30 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

1 
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl ~cMasters 
• pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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How To Develop Learners Not Legalists 
(Part Two) 

Jesus came for spiritual failures not for the spiritually successful. He 
said, "'It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not 
come to call the righteous 

1

(the spiritually successful), but sinners (the 
spiritual failures) to repentance"' (Luke 5:31-32). We don't like to admit 

· we're failures, but we really are! Jesus said we are to love the Lord our 
God with all our heart, soul, and mind, and to love our neighbor as our
selves (Mt. 22:,37-38). By that standard, all of us are failures. None of us 
has even come close to loving God with all our h,earts and our neighbors 
as ourselves. 

Merit.ls Spelled c~R-A-C-E 
I believe the two greatest hindrances to discipleship are self

righteousness and guilt. Some people are not interested in pursuing true 
biblical discipleship because they_ are satisfied with their own perfor- · 
mance. They have reduced the Christian life to measurqble activities. 
Suppo~edly, they are the spi,ritually healthy Jesus spoke of who do not 
need the doctor (Luke 5:31-32). 

Other believers 'are weighed down with' guilt - often about the wrong 
things. They worry that they haven't succeeded in the spiritual disci
plines as others seem to have done, or they've truly failed in a significant 
area of their lives and feel guilty about it. They have~'t yet learned that 
Jesus died for those who have failed. , , 

The gospel strips us of self-righteous.nes!fand frees us from guilt. The 
gospel, reiterated every day, reminds the s~emingly "successful" disciple 
that he really is a sinner because "no sinner, no Savior." It reminds the 
seemingly "uns·uccessful" disciple that Jesus died for all. his failures to 
practice the disciplines of.discipleship. 

Once a p,erson is able to put his failures into perspective, what next? 
We must help those we disciple realize that even their most diligent pur
suit' of spiritual disciplines never earns them one iota of favor from God. 
God's blessings come to us by His grace - through the merit of Jesus 
Christ. God's grace has been defined through the acrostic G-R-A-C-E, 
"God's Riches At Christ's Expense." This means that Jesus Christ has al
ready merited for us every blessing and every answer to prayer we will 
ever receive. The practical outworking of this truth means that when I am 
"faithful" in my quiet time I do not earn God's blessing. Conversely, 
when I haven't been faithful I haven't forfeited God's blessing. 

This truth needs to be emphasized over and over, because we are all 
. ' 

legalistic by nature. We don't have to be taught to relate to God on a 
(Continued on page 2) 



Our Servants 

A WHISTLING PREACHER 

I hate fl ying into Atlanta. Always have. Too 
many bad experience~ there. It is always backed 
up. You arrive at your gate and have to run with 
your carry-on luggage for the next forty-five min
utes hoping to catch your connecting flight. It's 
like that commercial with O.J. Simpson. 

I' couldn't believe my good luck! I arrived 
with plenty of time and my connection was just 
two gates down the concourse. A miracle. My 
plane, had not yet arrived. That's where the trou
ble began. Mechanical problems we were told. 
It will take another hour, then two, and then 
three. The plane was an L 1011 which carried 
302 passengers, and every seat was taken. 

Many of the people were headed for Florida, 
and cruise ships. They wore their various T
shirts proclaiming which ship they were sup
posed to meet. Their time of departure at Fort 
Laude~dale was drawing near and they were 

·stuck in Atlanta. Happy campers they were' not! 
And I shared their discontent. 

There weren't enough seats at the gate, so 
some backed up,against the wall while others 
sprawled on the floor. Not an encouraging word 
was to be heard. We sounded like the Israelites 
in· the wilderness. Every word was a murmur or 
a complaint. 

And to top it off some nut started whistling. I 
turned to see who the clod was. He appeared to 
be as nappy as a lark. He was a black man, 
neatly dressed with black plants, white shirt, a 
pretty tie and red braces. he was holding the 
hand of a young boy who appeared to be about 
s.ix years old, and as he walked and waited he 
whistled. He was getting on my nerves. 

As my anger was rising, the tune started to 
sound familiar. I had heard it before-b11t whiit 
was it? I Could hum it, but I .couldn't think of the 
words. Then it came in a flash. 

Yield not to temptation, 
For yielding is sin; 
Each vic-t'ry will help you 
Some other to win; 
Fight man-ful-ly onward, 
Dark passions subdue, 
Look ever to Jesus: 
He'll car-ry you thro'. ' 

My problem lit up before me. Dark passions. 
Murmuring and complaining. I reproved myself 
and repented. But who ever heard of a whistling 
preacher? 

John Gipson, Little Rock, Arkansas 

(Continued from page I) . 

performance basis; we do that naturally. Rather, 
we have to be taught over and over again that 
the only way we can truly relate to God is by 
His grace, through the merit of Jesus Christ. 
Why, then, should we be concerned with the 
practice of spiritual disciplines? 

The Way to Spiritual Health 
Although the spiritual disciplines do not earn 

.God's favor, they are absolutely necessary for 
spiritual growth. 

An analogy I sometimes use is that of a child 
eating the nutri,tious food his mother has pre
pared. Eating the food doesn't earn his mother's 
approval (though she is undoubtedly pleased 
that he is eating it), but it is vitally necessa·ry for 
his physical growth and health . . In the same 
way, practicing spiritual disciplines does not ' 
earn'God's approval (though He is pleased), but 
they are vitally necessary for our spiritual 
growth. -Jerry Bridges 
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6rowing /11 Christ 

FIGHT· FOR THE FAITH: 
LESSONS FROM JUDE 

(Part Nine) 

never stay the same; it will either grow or shrink 
(another reason Jude urges us to fight for it). 

We then see an exhortation to pray, and specifi
cally to pray in the Spirit, who helps us in our 
prayers. God sent his Holy Spirit as a sign and 
promise of his presence; the Spirit lives in our 

· hearts now, to guarantee us our home with God 
"But you, dear .friends; keep yourselves in · forever. Our prayers are an important part of 
Cod's love - building yourselves up in the most fighting for the faith, but prayer is alien to our 
holy faitf:i, and praying in the Spirit - as you fleshly nature. Talking to someone who has no 
wait for the eternal life that comes from the physical presence is unnatural, and to many be-
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. Show mercy to lievers, it is either just a game or a good luck 
peop'/e who struggle with doubt ... 11 (Jude 20- charm with as much meaning as a rabbit's foot. 
22) · So the Holy Spirit has been sent into the heart 

Jude c;ontinues to encourage us with the secure 
foundations that enable us to fight fearlessly for 
the faith. And what a lot of wisdom is con-

, tained in just a few wqrds! We could study for 
many months about the advice in Verses 20 and 
21 alone. Note that all the specifics are tied to
gether by the direction to keep ourselves in 
God's love. Knowing that we have security in 
our relationship with God, knowirg that we 
have the forgiveness of our sins as a guarantee, 

.and knowing that God's love for us is based not 
on our own actions or knowledge, but on God's 
own perfect character, all help us to be able to 
order our lives and ministries in a constructive 
way. So Jude gives us some direction on re
maining in God's love. 

We see first that we are to build ourselves up in 
our faith. It is important to view our faith as 
continually growing and maturing, instead of 
thinking that once we have become Christians 
we have a sufficient degree of faith. Ch,ristians 
must constantly be striving for better under
standing, more reasons to trust God, more ways 
to express our faith and hope. Our faith will 

and mind of each believer to help him or her to 
overcome fleshly resistance to Communicating 
with a 
spiritual 
being. 

Finally, 
we are 
given a 
vision of 
the goal 
that lies 
ahead. 

''It is important to view 
ourf aitb as ·continually 

growing and maturing, in
stead of thinking that once 

we have become Chris-
tians we have a sufficient 

degree off ai-tb." 

No Christian can fight joyfully for long without 
remembering where we are all going, and the . 
joy we will then have. We now taste a small 
portion of the things God has prepared for us, 
and when we have the chance to share in spiri
tual blessings here on earth, we should make 
sure to consider the greater fulfillment of our 
spiritual needs and desires that we will have in 
heaven. Remember that if we hope in Christ for 
this life alone, we are to be pitied (1 Corinthians 
15:19). Always keep in sight the Day when we 
will be with God for ever. 

-Mark Garner 



Family lnformatio11 

TEACH ER'S APPRECIATION 
DINNER 

On Saturday, August 13th at 6:30 p.m. the 
elders would Ii Ike to honor our children's 
teaching staff with a dinner at the Marriot , 
North. If you have taught or assisted in a 
children's (toddler through senio(high) Bible 
classes or junior worhsip or have worked in the 
Learning Center for one or more quarters during 
the last 12 monrths, you are invited to attend. 
You may bring your spouse or a guest if you 
wish. If you plan to attend, be sure to place 
you·r name on the sign-up sheet in the foyer ,by 
August 7th. The Elders 

(Continuedfrom page 1) 

go. As the song says: 
'It only takes a spark, 
To get a fire going, 
And soon all those around, 
Will warm up to its glowing. 
That's how it is with God's love, 
Once you've experienced it. 
You spread His love to everyone, 

Cale11dar 
August 

31-6 Family Camp, NWOCYC 
3 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 p.m. 
13 Teacher's Appreciation Dinner 

_14. Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
19-20 Singles Retreat, All For One, All For Love 

Circle City Church of Christ, Indianapolis 
21 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 
26-28 Singles/Single-Again Retreat 

Camp Christian 
27 Middle School Youth Rally, Delaware 

Church of Christ 

September 
2-3 Summit '94 - Youth Rally and Concerts 
6 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7p:m. 
11 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
12-14 Ninth Annual Golden Agers Retreat, Fort 

Hill Christian Youth Camp. Cost $30. 
Call Carl Matheny for info 513-466-2713 

18 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 
23-25 Men 's Leadership Retreat, Round Lake 

Lodge "In His Presence: Men Molded 
By the Presence of God" 

23-25 Singles Retreat, Genessee Ave. Church of 
Christ.-

Contributions Attendance 
You want to pass it on.' 

Art McNeese Last Week 

The Riverside Report Avg YTD 

$4785 

$5265 

Weds 

Sun Class 

194 

154 

233 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Budget $6100 Sun AM 

Sun PM 149 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Est.ep, Eugene Prince, 
9:30 am Ray Thome 

10:30 am Deaco11s: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt. Joe Barozzini, Dan 

5
• 
30 

pm Baughman, John BradJey, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep. Greg Hunt, Lou 
_ 

7 
:
00 

Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMaster 
· pm Evaugefi~·t: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Fire That Burns 
"/ have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already 

kindled!" Luke 12:49 

This phrase from Jesus is puzzling. What does He mean when He an
nounces He will bring fire on the earth? Fire is sometimes a frightening 
image, as seen recently in the deaths of 14 firefighters in Colorado. 

But fire is an apt metaphor for the church. The church is to burn with -
the warmth of community. Warmth is produced by togetherness ~ We can 
never be warm if we live as loners. Faith is not an individual, private, : 
alone activity - it is exerc;ised only in relationship with others. That's 
one reason our small groups are vital - they serv.e as our link to other 
members of the body. The church is where the fire is ignited by Jesus 
and rekin~led by community with each other. 

Jesus may also be alluding to the nature of fire to burn and purify. Peter 
speaks of our faith being refined by fire (1 Peter 1 :7). The moral climate 
in America argues that no one should be inhibited - everybody should 
have the opportunity for complete self-expression and self-satisfaction. 
Adultery, drunkenness, greed and homosexual behavior are tacitly ap-

' proved by the advocates of permissiveness. What is new is not the act, 
but the philosphy behind the act. This emphasis on personal liberty is 
considered parq.mountto anything else, especially any moral order. The -
new pragmatism is Q1ilitant - it attempts to persuade Americans that "th~ 
right to choose" i_s absolute, irrespective of God or others. But the church -
doesn't accommodate itself to the new paganism. It is not a place where 
people are merely married, buried, and -_baptized. It scatters a message 
that n:~fines and purifies. It reminds us that sin is wrong. 

Perhaps the most potent of comparisons is to see the church as the 
agent of fire in evangelism. Our purpose is to spread like wildfire. The 
church does not exist for the purpose of business - paying salaries; 
building its own programs, lauding its own achievements. The church 

, does not exist for itself. The church exists to serve, to teach, to evange-
1 ize. We are to burn with an incendiary character that sparks the flame of 
Christ in the hearts of unbelievers. And the fire must spread, or it will 
die. Elton TnJeblood reminds us that the lukewarm fellowship will die. 
Mild religion will vanish. The church in Laodicea was in peril because it 
was tepid (Revelation 3:16). The danger is that we will build a circle 

....,.. around the fire by our preoccupation with ourselves. A church centered 
Cl') on itself will be extinguished. A fire that doesn't spread will go out. Emil 
~ Brunner said, "The church exists ,by mission just as fire exists by burn-
~ ing." We must share the story of Christ, fanning the flames wherever we -

(Conlinued on'page 4) 



Truths to Ponder 

TRUTH 

just as the only object of peace within states is 
to safeguard people's pr,operty, so the only ob
ject of peace within the Church is to safeguard 
the truth, which is its property and the treasure 
wherein lies its heart. And, just as it would be 
contrary to the purpose of peace to allow for
eigners into a state to pillage it without resis
tance, for fear of disturbing the peace (because, 
as peace is only just and useful for safeguarding 
property, it becomes unjust and pernicious 
when it permits it to be lost and war, which can 
defend it, becomes both just and necessary), 
likewise, in the Church, when truth is injured by 
enemies of the faith, when attempts are made to 
uproot it from the hearts of the faithful, and 
make error reign in its stead, would it be serving 
or betraying the Church to remain at peace? 

- And is it not obvious that, just as it is a crime to 
disturb the peace when truth reigns, it is also a 
crime to remain at peace when the truth is be
ing destroyed? There is therefore a time when 
peace is just and a time when it is unjust. It is 
written: 'There is a time for war and a time for 
peace,' (Eccl. 3 :8) and it is the interests of the 
truth which distinguish between them. But there 
is not a time for truth and a time for error, and it 
is written, on the contrary: 'The truth of the Lord 
endureth for ever,' (Psalm 117:2) and that is 
why Jesus Christ, who said that he had come to 
bring peace, said also that he had come to bring 
war; but he did not say that he had come to 
bring both truth and falsehood. Truth is thern
fore the first rule and ultimate purpose of things. 

Blaise Pascal 

COD OF THE MOUNTAINS 

In Exodus Israel met God at Sinai. Moses 
went up into the mountains to talk with Him. 
Isaiah speaks of the mountain of the Lord's 
house being established in the tops of the 
mountains. At one point the enemi-es of Israel 
enticed them down into the plains because they 
assumed that Israel's God was a god of the 
mountains. They found to their dismay that He 
was also a God of the lowlands. 

A lot of people make the same mistake today. 
They assume that God is a God of the church 
building and of the religious experience. He is 
only there if you are having a mountain-top 
experience or are on a spiritual high. Such, of 
course, is not the case. 

The great comfort is to know that He is really 
there in the valleys of life. At the times when 
you wrestle with the ordinary and sometimes 
sordid world of every day, He is present and 
ready to respond. The trouble is we do not call 
on Him then. When no spiritual influences are 
around anp the religious trappings are missing, 
we often feel God is wherever we left such 
things - usually at the church building. 

Even when we have enough faith to believe 
He could actually be in the market place, we 
ask Him for the wrong things and so miss the 
blessing. We expect Him to solve the problems 
and take away the difficulties we face and our 
faith has to be encouraged by artificial 
arguments when He does not come to our 
rescue. Actually we expect the wrong kind of 
help from Him. ,We are in the world and as long 
as we are, its problems and woes will beset us. 
The c_omfort God gives is not to beat the world 
back and defeat it for us but to make us know 
we are not of this world and that our goals and 
hopes do not rest in beating it at its own game. 

Roy Osborne, Sunset Ridge Newsletter 
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Growing In Christ 

FICHT FOR THE FAITH: 
LESSONS FROM JUDE 

(Part Ten) 

... keep yourselves in Cod's love ... Show 
mercy to people who strugg,/e with doubt, and 
save the ones you can snatch from the fire. 
Sometimes you should show mercy mixed with 
fear - hating even garments that were stained by 
sins of the flesh. (Jude 20, 22-23) 

Having given us some solid foundations to use 
in our fight for the faith, Jude now turns to how 
to fight in specific situations; in particular, he 
wants us to think about the most godly ways to 
deal with the humans around us. Our goal in 
this spiritual fight is not to take prisoners or to 
conquer territory. Nor will our strategy and tac
tics be the same in all situations. Again, we find 
here a great deal of practical wisdom com
pressed into a couple of verses. Here and else
where, we see that the fight for faith involves 
wise and sensitive treatment of others, whether 
they are on "our" side or not. 

We are to show mercy to those who doubt, just 
as was said about Jesus: "he will not break a 
bruised reed, and he will not snuff out a smol
dering wick" (Matthew 12:20). Doubters are 
not our enemies, the devil who is causing them 
to doubt is. So it is unreasonable and short
sighted to be harsh or unforgiving towards weak 
believers, no matter how much we who are 
"strong" may be exasperated by.their lack of 
faith or trust in God. Note that in the gospels 
Jesus dealt gently with the "weak" but firmly 
with the "strong". As a church, do we emulate 

jes~s, or do we have it the other way around? 

Next, we are urged to save anyone we can 
snatch from the fire (this can refer to both believ
ers and unbelievers). One of the keys to putting 
this into practice is to see the situation just the 
way Jude describes it - having the perspective of 
pulling someone away from a deadly peril. Cer
tainly a literal fire always provokes prompt ac
tion, but we often see spiritual threats (even in 
our own lives or in our own congregation) as 
less important. 

We are also alerted that there will be times that 
our mercy will have to be combined with fear. 
Remember that when Jesus sent out the Twelve 
he told them to be "as shrewd as snakes and as 
innocent as 
doves" 
(Matthew 
10:16). 
Nowhere 
does God 
ask that his 
believers be 
stupid, eas
ily fooled, 
or easily 

"A d· . nn . we urge you, 
brothers, warn those 

who are idle, encourage 
the timid, help the 

weak, be patient with 
everyon,e." -Paul 

taken advantage of. We must be aware of the 
nature of the world we live in, and the evil that · 
lives in human hearts. (Think about it - God is 
going to send most of these peopl~ to a devil's 
hell, and since God is fair, they must deserve it. 
What does that say about just how evil their sin 
is in God's eyes?) Notice, though, that God 
doesn't say to combine our mercy with hate, or 
with self-righteousness, but simply with an intel
ligent fear, an awareness of the true nature of 
the battle we face. 

-Mark Carnet 

" 
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Family Information 

TEACH ER'S APPRECIA Tl ON 
DINNER 

On Saturday, August 13th at 6:30 p.m. the 
elders would lilke to honor our children's 
teaching staff with a dinner at the Marriot 
North. If you have taught or assisted in a 
children's (toddler through senior high) Bible 
classes or junior worhsip or have worked in the 
Learning Center for one or more' quarters during 
the last 12 monrths, you are 'invited to attend. 
You may bring your 'spouse or a guest if you 
wish. If you plan to attend, be. sure to place 
your name on the sign-up sheet in the foyer by 
August 7th. · The Elders 

(Continued from page 1) 

that you'll think about this question for yourself, 
al'ld, like I quoted in the beginning, always be ' 
prepared, to g~ve account for the hope that you 
have. ' 

-Linda Chivington 

Positive Thinking 

When Goliath came up against the Israelites, 
the soldiers all thought, "He's so big that We 
can never kill him." 

David looked at the same giant and thought, 
"He's ,so big I cant miss." 

Calendar 
August 

13 Teacher's Appreciation Dinner 
14 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
19-20 Singles Retreat, All For One, All For Love 

Circle City Church of Christ, Indianapolis 
21 Eld~rs/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 
26-28 Singles/Single-Again Retreat 

Camp Christian 
27 Middle School Youth Rally, Delaware 

Church of Christ 

- ·september 
2-3 Summi.t '94 - Youth Rally and Concerts 
6 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7p.m. 
9-11 Ray Walker will be singing at the Belpre 

Church of Christ · 
1"1 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
12-14 Ninth Annual Golden Agers Retreat, Fort 

Hill Christian Youth Camp. Cost $30. 
Call C~rl Matheny for info 513-466-2713 

18 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 
23-25 Men 's Leadership Retreat, Round Lake 

Lodge "In His Presence: Men Molded 
By the Presence of God" ' -

23-25 Singles Retreat, Genessee Ave. Church of 
Christ. 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $4376 Weds 194 
I 

Avg YTD . $5236 Sun Class 161 

Budget $6100 Sun AM 262 

Sun PM 125 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Servi~e 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9:30 am Ray Thome 

10: 30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold,, Tom .Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
S· 30 . Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
• pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

I 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Why I Follow Jesus 
"Always be prepared to give account for the hope that you have." 

Jesus is the best person I could ever hope to follow- for so many rea
sons that it's hard to begin. Okay, maybe .it isn't so hard after all ... 

One thing about Jesus that makes me want to follow him is his incred
ible wisdom. I can feebly try to guess my way through life, but he 
knows every detail of what's best for me. If I 'go to him humbly in 
prayer, he will always show me the right way to go. "Your will be done" 
has come up more in my prayers lately than it ever has before . . Even . 
when Jesus struggled in the garden of (J'ethsemane, he p1;1t his father's 
will above his wants and desires, knowing his father's will was perfect 
and right. We need to humble ourselves before.the Lord, folllowing him 
and trusting in his wisdom. 

An'other reason staying with Jesus makes so much sense to me is the 
. , fulfillment that it brings. "Lord, to whom shall we go?" Peter asked. 

11You have the words of eternal life. We believe arid know that you are 
the Holy One of God" Un 6:68-69). Jesus offers us hope and a future. 
The world is full only of lies and empty pro.mises. Just look around at the'· 
world: selfish, ,vindictive, lazy, greegy, and epicurean. "Live for to'clay, 
and get what you can out of life, no matter what the consequences may 
be." That's the message we're being sent Following Jesus has given me 
the chance to serve people, forgive others, do good works, live simply, 

' \ 

and expect a future in heaven! ,I have seen so much emptiness in the 
. faces of those around me on the job, on the road, in the stores. It just 
convicts me so much of the dire need for us who profess the name of Je
sus Christ, to take up our crosses and share this news. We are the 'only 
ones' who will do it! God .has left it in our hands. 

One final reason that I strive to follow Jesus is simply that he loves 
me. Let me say that again- he loves me! I see his cross, his agonizing, 
his humiliation ... it's all his way of saying,"You're worth it! There-'s noth
ing I wouldn't do for you, my sweet sister.. See? ' I want us to b'e togeth~r 
forever!" How can you disregard a love like that? Why Jesus w9uld con
sjde'r me worth dying for is a true mystery to me. All I know is that he 
did, and because of it, all I need to do is love him in return. I wa~t to 
show him in any way that I can that I love him back. This to me means ' 
talking with him, doing the things that he'd want me to do ... the things 
you'd do for anyone you loved. "As my father has loved me, so have I 
lovctd you. Now remain in my love." U.ohn 15:9) 

These are just a few of the many reasons I follow Jesus. I truly hope 
' (Continued on page 4) 



Our Ser11ants 
of the youth activities and programs. 

"It's important to have the support of the par
ents and to let them know what is going on when 
you're working with the youth," he said. 

Dave came to Northland from the Fishinger 
and Kenny Church of Christ in 1982 to work 
with the youth. 

He married his wife, Cheryl, a year later in 
1983. He credited a lot of his ability to get things 
accomplished in the youth program to her. 

"I couldn't do half of what I do without her," 
he said. "She does a lot of the organizing and 
letter writing. She's like a secretary but much 
more." 

Originally from Michigan, he joined the mill-
• _ ·.1- tary immediately after turning 17. Through the 

&o1; l'ill"M military, he became friends with a Vietnam vet
eran while stationed in Fort Hood, Texas. The 
veteran's son was a Christian and Dave began 

-r -~n=er studying the Bible with him, although Dave 
One of the fastest growing areas currently at wasn't too interested at first. 

Northland has been keeping deacon Dave Mc- After being coaxed out of bed early one Sun-
Daniel c~mstantly moving - the youth. day morning, Dave went with his friend to a one-

Dave is the one organizing many of the youth room church to attend the service. Then they de
activities and classes on both Wednesday and cided to have lunch together, and they studied 
Sunday · evenings - as well as Sunday morning throughout the afternoon and continued on even 
classes and other activities. after dinner until late. 

A deacon for the past two and a half years, Finally, Dave decided to drive 30 miles to get 
Dave was working with the Northland youth baptized and became a Christian 'about 3 a.m. 
even prior to "officially" getting the job. one very early Monday morning. , 

"I eventually became a deacon, and it just Dave eventually moved back to Columbus to 
happened to work out that I continued to stay be near his mom, but she left a week later - al-
active in the youth program," he said. though he stayed. 

He's been busy studying with teens interested Outside his duties as a deacon, [)ave cur-
in getting to know God as well as planning rently works at a plumbing and drain cleaning 
camp; the Kings Island outing and other activi- business. 
ties. He said kids often call him anytime from The McDaniels have two children, Jason, 16 
morning to night if they have a question or just and Michelle, 14. 
need to talk. · 

Not only does Dave work with the youth, but 
with their parents, also, to keep them informed 
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Written by Mary Hale 

Growing In Christ 

FICHT FOR THE FAITH: 
LESSONS FROM JUDE 

(Part Eleven) 

"To the one who has the power to protect us 
fro~ stumbling and to make us stand in his 
presence without blame and with great rejoic
ing, to the only Cod our Savior, may there be 
glory, greatness, power, and authority through 
Jesus Christ our Lord - for all times, both now 
and forever. Amen!" (Jude 24-25) 

At last, Jude gets to close his letter about fight
ing for the faith with what he wanted to express 
all along- praise for God and his salva
tion.There are some wonderful things waiting 
for us after we have finished fighting for the' 
faith, and there are some wonderful assurances 
we can have with us now. We will someday 
enjoy God forever, and even now, as we strug
gle through our earthly lives, we can rejoice in 
knowing him. 

God assures us that he does have the power to 
keep us from stumbling. This is meant to ad
dress some of the fundamental insecurities that 
Christians have. Many believers spend a lot of 
time trying to convince themselves that they 
have the power (through good character, 
knowledge, or hard effort) to keep themselves 
from falling. They try hard to be able to say "I 
can do it! You can do it! We can do it!" None 
of this is true, so the attempt to believe that we 
are strong in ourselves leads to nothing but 
more insecurity and doubt. Instead, we want to 
base our confidence on God's power, God's na
ture, and God's wisdom. God can do it!, 

When we take the CPntPr nf rittPntinn nff nf mir-. 
selves, and begin to study and examine God's 
character and his ability to protect us, we realize 
how many reasons we have. to be confident. If 
believers would spend a little less time analyz
ing their own character and behavior, and 
would spend a little more time thinking and 
studying about God's nature and character, they 
would find a lot of reasons to be confident and 
to rejoice. 

So in Jude's letter we see a balance. Remember 
that he started out wanting to do nothing but re
joice in salvation, but he realized that this 
would be an attempt to sweep some serious 
problems under the carpet. So it was (and~) 
necessary to 
study and 
deal with 
the prob· 
lems that 
human self
centered-
ness causes 

''God assures us he 
does ha,v.e the 

power to keep .us 
fron:t , $tumblin~' 

for the church. We have to be aware of the 
problems we will face, where they come from, 
and how to respond to them. But in so doing, 
I.et us always, like Jude, never lose track of the 
positive things we are fighting for all along. Let 
us keep coming back to the glorious character of 
our God, to the wisdom and majesty of his pur
poses and plans, to the perfection of all his 
ways, and to the joy that we will all share in 
when we go home to be in his presence for all 
time. 

-Mark Carner 

3 



Fa1nily Information 

Food Pantry 

Our needs for the Food Pantry continues to 
grow. We have not been able to get much 
needed supplies from the Food Bank and unless 
our members can replenish the immediate 
empty shelves: hand soap, paper towels, 
spaghetti sauce, peanut butter, canned meat, 
pancake mix, syrup, we will have to consider 
closing the pantry for a few weeks \ .. mti1 the 
Food Bank has a better supply. 

Please Help!!! 

Money Will Buy 

A bed but not sleep; books but not brains; 
food but not appetite. Finery but not beauty; a 
house but not a home; medicine but not healtn; 
luxuries but not culture; amusements but not 
happiness; religion but not .salvation. 

Which Are We? 

There are people who make things happen, 
people who watch things happen, and people 
who don't know anything happened. 

Calenda1· 
August 

19-20 Singles Retreat, All Fot One, All For Love 
Circle City Church of Christ, Indianapolis 

21 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 
26-28 Singles/Single-Again Retreat 

Camp Christian 
27 Middle School Youth Rally, Delaware 

Church of Christ 

September 
2-3 Summit '94 - Youth Rally and Concerts 
6 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7p.m. 
9-11 Ray Walker will be singing at the Belpre 

Church of Christ 
11 Deacons.Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
12-14 Ninth Annual Golden Agers Retreat, Fort 

Hill Christian Youth Camp. Cost $30. 
Call Carl Matheny for info 513-466-2713 

18 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 
23-25 Men's Leadership Retreat, Round Lake 

Lodge "In His.Presence: Men Molded 
By the Presence of God" 

23-25 Singles Retreat, Genessee Ave. Church of 
· Christ. 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $4925 Weds 145 

Avg YTD $5226 Sun.Class 149 

Budget $6100 Sun AM 262 

Sun PM 123 
..... 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell,-Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9:30 am Ray Thome - ' 

t 0:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 

5.30 Baughman, John B,radley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7 
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
• pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Why I Follow Jesus 
I had long heard such expressions as "Jesus loves you" and "Jesus died 

for you", but until I started to read the Bible on my own, those words were 
me'rely slogans - religious grenades lobbed at me with little meaning. I 
remember attempting to read the Bible on my own only once, out of cu
riosity as a teenager - ·a KJV and me - but I couldn't make much sense out 
of it. As tragicomic as this sounds, the most I knew about God probably 
came from watching "the Ten.Commandments" on television. I suppose I 
felt that there was a God, but He was quite aloof. And because there are 
so many disparate teachings about Him, He was confounding. If I 
doubted anything, it was the existence of an absolute truth. 

In the fall of 1983, I stopp'ed listening to others' opinions and started 
to read God's word with a fresh view. My college roommate and close 
friend; Andy, had a more clearly defined faith than I, and I respected thi's 
but couldn-'t relate to it. So it really caught my attention when Andy -
someone who I believed was right with God if anyone I knew was - had 
decided, in fact, he wasn't and needed to change. This encouraged me to 
give God a chance. And for the first time in my life I prayed ... I prayed that 
if God was indeed alive, and had some particular thoughts or desires for 
me, that He would ~ake them and Himself clear. I also finally took the 
time to read the Bible. As a result, I discovered who Jesus is, and learned 
just how much He has always loved me ... and became convinced to fol-
low Him. · 

Isaiah 42:5-6a has since come to mean a gre.at deal to me - it describes 
how God is much more than some indifferent ,;higher being", and He 
does more than simply exist - these words reveal the Almighty Creator 
gently offering the security and peace of an eternal, intimate relationship 
with- Him. I also learned about a Savior who didn' t treat fulfilling God's 
purpose as a chore. He d idn 't just hea l people - performing miracles me
chanically as on a repai r shop assembly line, but He did so personally, 
with ·tenderness and mercy. I fi nally came to understand just who this 
Jesus is ... that Jesus' life on earth simply expressed what God has always 
been like. 

Since I accepted Jesus into my life there have been times that I've been 
confused or afraid, yet I have never felt altogether friendless. I am grateful 
for being brought to an understanding of Jesus and of God, and delight in 
continuing to learn ,more abo.ut them and their love - continuing to draw 
closer to them. John 's words may best convey my own sentiments: "How 
great is the .love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we are!" ' 

-David Muir 



Our Servants 
next door. 

Lou fit into the position1 of grounds keep
ing because it most fit his-skills, he said. 

One of the next big projects for the men 
~· in the groundskeeping area is to install a 
.; swing for the school. They also plan to in
stal I cement sidewalks around the ends of 
the annex to eliminate the mud. 

Originally from Armstrong, Iowa, Lou 
moved to southeastern Ohio when he was 
young and met Helen, now his'wife, in high 

:\!{I school. Because she was a y~ar younger in 
school, they waited until she graduated to 

Lou Lawrence helps in. the area of 
grounds keeping. •Like Beryl McMast~rs, 
Lou finds he is busier. since he retired - part 
of the reason being that his duties here at 
church keep him busy.· 

Lou becam~ a deacon in 1987, and his 
area of responsibility has always been with 
keeping the church grounds in order. 

. His dutie? could call for anything from 
snow removal (which has been a frequent 
request thi~ winter!) to hanging and in
stalling school materials. Lou has seen his 
tasks change a bit over the years, since he 
used to occasionally fill the role of bus me
chanic when the college ministry had a bus 
in the 1980's. He also finds himself picking 
up trash from the church grounds that has 
blown over from the apartment complex 

get married. _ 
The Lawrence's .didn't immediately set 

up house in Columbus. They moved to Ore
go_n in the. late 40's for a job in the logging 
business, but returned to Ohio several years 
later in 1953. 

They began attending Northland after an 
invitation from one of their sons, and both 
Lou and Helen were baptized at the same 
time in 1983. · 

Helen is active in the Golden Agers activ
ities and often hands out the' church bulletin 
and welcomes visitors on Sunday mornings. 

-Lou and Helen have four sons, David, 
Nicholas, Robert and Jason, and eight 
grandchildren ranging in age from 2 to 24. 
Although Lou is retired, he often helps his 
sons in a local construction comi:>;any. 

-Mary Weaver 
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6rowing In Christ 

LIVING IN THE VINE: 
A Study of John 15 

(Week One) 

"It is I who am the true vine, and my Father 
is the Farmar." (John 15: 1) 

Beginning with this illustration, Jesus 
teaches us to remain in him and in the life 
he provides. This speech takes place on the 
last night Jesus spent with the Twelve be-. 
fore he was arrested, tried and crucified. 
Throughout the evening, he prepared them 
for what was to happen to him. The key to 
their spiritual survival throughout al I this 
would be ~o remain in his love, even when 
he· was not physically present. Jesus uses 
the picture of a vine and its branches to 
show us how closely interrelated our lives 
are wi~h his. Using warnings and pr';lctical 
examples, he exhorts us to remain close to 
him in all possible ways, and discusses sev
eral important aspects of remaining in him. 

. But before we study them, we_ must under
stand two fur:idamental points in Jesus' 
statement about himself. ' 

First consider what is inherent in the image 
of a vine. The vine is an image of life, 
freely supplying the branches with atl that 
they need. The.vine is an image of growth, 
not spectacular .but steady. Jesus is saying 
that he is our true source of life, growth and 
sustenance. He gives us, the branches, al I 

that we need as we remain in him. 

' 

Second, most Bible versions do not show 
. the full_ force Jesus meant his words in verse 

one to have. The original wording is much 
more emphatic than the simple statement "I 
am the vine" that we are used to reading. 
Jesus put a double emphasis ori "I", as if he 
were saying "l, I am the vine". He describes · 
himself as a vine, a source of life, and in the 
same breath also denies that anyone or any- , 
thing else .c.Q.U.1.d. be a vine, a source of real 
life. This lesson is vital to the church, be
cause even many who have accepted Jesus 
as Lord and Savior still leave too much 
room in their hearts for other "lords" and 
"saviors", that provide temporary security ·or 
short-term enjoyment but not genuine life. ' 
Remaining in Jesus means more than ac
cepting him as a source of life; it means re
jecting everything else (money, popularity, 
human leaders) as our source of securrty, 
grace and life. 

We must keep both points in mind when 
studying each of the specific applications in 
John 15: praying, bearing fruit, being wit
nesses to Jesus, exercising the gifts of the 
Spirit. We must do all these things through 
Jesus and thro1,1gh him alone, and we must 
do all these for Jesus and for him alone. 
John 15 is both a set of promises on what 
will happen if we remain in Jesus and a call 
to examine our addiction· to the false gods 
that we cherish. r 

-Mark Garner 
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Fa1nily Information 

PROMOTION SUNDAY 
August 28 

All children ages one year through fifth grade 
will be promoted Sunday August 28. The class 
schedule for 94-95 School year will begin August 
28 as follows: 

Sunday and Wednesday Classes: 

' . 
Toddlers (Ages 1 & 2) Room: E-10 
Pre-school (Ages 3 & 4) Room: E-16 
Ki,ndergarten · Room: E-28 
First Grade Room: 3 

Seqmd - Fifth Grade, 
Rg@m: 17-22 (Learning Center) 

, r;~;,~ 

S.~ay Worship: 

Toddlers (Ages 1 & 2) Room: E-10 
Pre-school (Ages 3 & 4) Room: E-16 
Kindergarten Room: E-42 
First - Fifth Grade Room: 24 

Food Pantry 

Thank you so much for the good response to 
our appeal for food. The food bank supplied us 
well the past 2 weeks. Our only urgent needs 
this week are: canned fruit, jello, macaroni and 
cheese, laundry detergent. 

Calendar 
August 

26-28 Singles/Single-Again Retreat 
Camp Christian 

27 Middle School 0Youth Rally, Delaware 
Church of Christ 

September 
2-3 Summit '94 - Youth Rally and Concerts 
4 Joint Worship Service for Central Ohio 

Churches of Christ. Westerville North High 
School, 950 County Line Rd., 7pm-8:30pm 

6 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7p.m. 
9-J 1 Ray Walker will be singing at the Belpre 

Church of Christ 
11 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
12-14 Ninth Annual Golden Agers Retreat, Fort 

Hill Christian Youth Camp. Cost $30. 
Call Carl Matheny for info 513-466-2713 

18 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 
23-25 Men's Leadership Retreat, Round Lake 

Lodge "In His Presence: Men Molded · 
By the Presence of God" 

23-25 Singles Retreat, Genessee Ave. Church of 
Christ. 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $4782 Weds 173 

AvgYTD $5213 Sun Class 129 

Budget $6100 Sun AM 218 

Sun PM 111 

se·rvices 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 

9:30 am Ray Thorne . 
t 0: 30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barrihardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 

5.30 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7 
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
· pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Why I Follo·w Jesus 
Scriptures tell us that we were created in God's image. The extraordi

nary value of this fact, and I repeat, "fact", is that we were created holy 
beings, to r.eturn to God in kind. 

"Behold the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; nor is 
His ear heavy', that it cannot hear. But your iniquities have separated 
you from.your God; and your sins have hidden His face from you, so 
that He will not hear." (Isaiah 59:1-3) 

For those in Christ, there is precise understanding of the incompatibil
ity between what~ have done, and what .l:ie. purposed. And in a very 
real sense, it's been a we vs. He relationship ever since. , 

Reflecting back on my life before accepting Christ, very much a "me 
vs. He" relationship, I considered my offenses nothing more than misde
meanors. As a kid, I stole a few things and lied on occasion; but what 
ihould one expect?, I was a kid after all. And as a teenager, I didn't en
gage in many of the things that people around me were involved. Don't 
misunderstand, I wasn't striving for holiness, actually, I had only a vague 
idea what the word meant, however, I was, concerned with being un
wholly. 

This feeling of emptiness walked right up behind me and just 
waited' ... Then; one Spring day during my senior year of high school, I 
said to myself1 "there's got to be more to tife than this." And upon ap
pearance, this, my life wasn't bad: I was "B'ig Man On Campus"; widely 
admired; and headed off to one of the best universities in the countr)t. 
But it wasn't enough, I long for something more. 

Amen! The Lord's hand is not too short, nor his ear overburdened that 
He could not hear me. Though I never sought an answer to that longing I. 
had as a high school senior, God lovingly pursued me. ·1 finally reached 
out and took hold of His hand the Fall of my sophomore year in college. 
Dying to myseH and making Christ Lord, has filled the emptines,s and in
security in my life. The Spirit of God has stirred me to treat my nei~hbor 
as I wished to be treated; to love those who make it hard to do so; to go 
the extra mile; to see hearts not faces; to have relationships without hav
ing ulterior motives; to know agape, to want agape, to give agape! 

Thank you Lord for making me holy, and giving me wholeness. 

-Anthony Cooley 



Our Servants 

1 Some say retirement is a time for relax
ation, but that's not the case with Beryl Mc
Masters, a deacon here at Northland for the 
past three years. 

"I think I'm busier now than I was before 
I retired," he said. 

A retiree from Buckeye Steel, Beryl's area 
of responsibility 
within the church 
is grounds keep
ing. His duties 
could vary any
where from lawn 
and school main
tenance to hang
ing bulletin boards 
for the school. 

"It's pretty 
much . whatever 
happens to come 
up," he said. Beryl 
even helped install 
the sound system 
in the church auditorium. 

Beryl has learned many of the skills .he 
utilizes Jn grounds keeping through various 
jobs over the years. He wanted to work in an 
area he felt most qua I ified, and grounds 
keeping fit the bill. 

· He has been involved with the grounds, 
a1long with deacon Lou Lawrence, since he 
became a deacon. The duty calls him to the 
church building almost every day of the 
week, he says. 

' So who has the time to keep up his home 
while Beryl helps take care of the church? 
His wife of almost 44 years, Marie, is a big 
help. 

"I try to keep up with the work at home so 
he has time to work at the church," said 
Mari~. While she takes care of many tasks at 
home, she also often greets Northland mem
bers and visitors on Sunday mornings. 

Beryl first met Marie wh~n he returned to 
the States after being stationed in Germany 

current building. 

during World War 
II. Although Beryl 
is not originally 
from Columbus, he 
returned from Ger
many and stayed 
with relatives here. 
Soon afterward he 
met Marie, and the 
two have attended 

i 

_Northland for quite 
a while. The were 
in the building at 
2189 Cleveland 
Ave. before North
land moved to the 

Beryl and Marie have two children who 
live nearby and two great-grandchildren. 

-Mary Weaver 

2 

6rowing In Christ 

LIVING IN THE VINE: 
A Study of John 15 

(Week Two) 

"It is I who am the true vine, and my Father is 
the farmer. He cuts off every branch in me that 
doesn't bear fruit, and he cleans the branches 
that do bear fruit, so that they will keep bearing 
fruit. As I have said, you are clean because of 
the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, 
and I remain in you." (John 15:1-4) 

Jesus identifies himself as the qne and only, one 
source of life, the true vin.e, of which we are all 
branches. He immediately shows us one rea- . 
son why this idea is important by presenting the 
picture of the branches in the vine - some are 
bearing fruit and thus proving useful, some are 
doing nothing of value. Jesus' Father, as the ' 
farmer, takes appropriate action with each, just 
as a real farmer would do. 

When Jesus says "bearing fruit", he is not limit
ing it to one particular kind of fruit. The idea 
includes the "fru'its' of the.Spirit" thafother Scrip
tures describe, as well as evangelistic efforts, 
lifestyle changes, growth in wisdom and knowl
edge, and every way in which God's Word can 
reap a harvest. The clear-cut lesson that Jesus 
teach•es.here is tough enough to accept and a'p
ply as it is; no Christian has any business mak
ing it more difficult for other Christians by limit
ing the word "fruit" to only one particular kind 
of fruit that he 'or she specializes in. 

Now Jesus does refer strictly to spiritual fruit, 
not to accomplishments that are only of value in 

this world. Building a career, acquiring worldly 
WP.illth or prP.stigP., improving one's health, and 
the like, are not bearing spiritual fruit, regardless 
of what (small) value they may have to God-in 
other ways. 

Further, Jesus emphasizes that the ongoing pro
cess of bearing fruit centers on God's own na
ture and character, not on our own. The em
phasis in his illustration is not on the branches! 
The only decision the branches need to make i's 
whether to be content with their given purpose 
of living in the vine, or whether they wish to 
leave. The important characters, the ones who 
provide life and make changes, are the vine 
(Jesus) 
and the 
farmer 
(God). 

The 
vine is 
the 
source 
of life -

The vine is tb.e-source 
oflife-

it contains the pro·mise 
of life, security, and 

growth 

it contains the promise of life, 'security, and 
growth. The yine offers its branches a secure 
anchor; it automatically supplies their needs. 
The branches do not have to seek nutrients for 
themselves, do not need· to plan how they will 
bear fruit, and do not need to worry how their 
needs will be met. The vine supplies these and 
the Farmer himself makes all the necessary ad
justments to keep.the branches healthy, secure 
and fruitful. . 1 

-Mark Garner 
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Family Information 

PROMOTION. SUNDAY 
August ' 28 

All children ages one year through fifth grade 

2-3 
4 

Calendar 
Sept em be~ 

will be promoted Sunday August 28. The class 11 
schedule for 94-95 School year will begin August 9-11 
28 as follows: 

Summit '94 - Youth Rally and Concerts 
Joint Worship Service for C::::entral Ohio 
Churches of Christ. Westerville North High 
School, 950 County Line Rd., 7pm-8:30pm 
Parents Support Group, E-44, 7p.m. 
Ray Walker will be singing at th(;! Belpre 
Church of Christ 

Sunday and Wednes.day Classes: 

Toddlers (Ages 1 & 2) Room: E-10 
Pre-school (Ages 3 & 4) Room: E-16 
Kindergarten Room: E-28 
First Grade Room: 3 

Second - Fifth Grade, 
· Room: 17-22 (Learning Center) 

:.;:·Sunday Worship: 

Toddlers (Ages 1 & 2) Room: E-10 
Pre-school (Ages 3 & 4) Room: E-16 
Kindergarten Room: E-42 
First - Fifth Grade Room: 24 

Failure 
Failures can be divided into two classes: 

1) Those who ~hought but never acted. 

2) Those who acted but never thought. 

11 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
12-14 Ninth Annual Golden Agers Retreat, Fort 

Hill Christian Youth Camp. Cost $30. 
Call Carl Matheny for info 513-466-2713 

18 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 
23-25 Men's Leadership Retreat, Round Lake 

Lodge "In His Presence: Men Molded 
By the Presence of God" 

23-25 Singles Retreat, Genessee Ave. Church of 
Christ. 

October 
1 Ladies Inspiration Day, Reynoldsburg 
5 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7p.m. 
9 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
16 E.lders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $4948 Weds 163 

Avg YTD $5205 Sun Class 110 

Budget $6100 Sun AM 243 

Sun PM 133 . 
Services 

Sunday Bible Study · 
Sunday Worship Setvice 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 

9:30 am Ray Thome 
10:30 am Deacons: Leon_.Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 

5.30 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
• pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Keeping The Rules 

One Way to Love . 
My mother had tears in her eyes when she told me, "I am punishing 

you because I love you." 
I was only seven. But I understood what she was telling me. Her mes

sages were unmistakable. Both of them. 
She was saying that c'ertain forms of. mi_sbehavior were unacceptable 

and would not be tolerated. She was also telling me that she loved me 
anyway. 

I never doubted either message. 
Why are these ideas considered mutually exclusive today? 
When somebody takes a stand against immorality, why so we in

stantly label him unloving? 
Why are so many people quick to be offended when a gentle soul 

like Dan Quayle speaks forthrightly about the ruinous epidemic of illegit
imate births in our country? 

Why is a national TV anchorman excoriated as an insensitive slob 
when he dares to suggest that a profess.ional athlete like Darrell Straw
berry has nobody but himselfto bfame ~or his life-ruining illegal activi- .:· 
ties? 

Does a person become ari uncompassionate ogre simply because he · 
believes the nation's laws were made to be obeyed and God's rules were 
made to fol low? , -, 

My mother told the truth. She rebuffed my wayward actions not be
cause she was a hateful, sadistic woman, but because in her love she 
wanted me to be happy. Without ner correction I would have grown up 
unemployable. Everybody around me would have been miserable if she 
had not tamed my temper and sweetened my tongue. 

God is like my mother. He outlaws certain forms of behavior and re
quires others because He loves us. Because He wants us to be happy. 
Because He wants us to enjoy the good life in all ' its abundance. To save 
us fror:n ourselves, He builds a moral fence around sins that are certain to 
hurt us . 

To keep us from pickling our livers, to protect us from the ,ravages of 
syphilis and similar diseases, to prevent the retardation born of incest, to 
keep us from dying young with AIDS, God sets c!ear moral rules to guide 
our behavior. 

He makes such rul.es, not to restrict our fun, but because He loves us. 
Christians endorse and echo those rules for the same reason. 

-Gene Shelburne 
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Ou1· Ser11ants 
vited the Barozzini's to a class about Acts on 
Wednesday evening. They eventually ended 

. I 

up staying. 
Both Joe and Mary Kay are originally from 

There's always been an attendance record southwest New York state, where they met. 
in the Sunday church bulletin, and it seems They also attended college in the area, ~nd 
the baptistery is always ready for that spur- Mary Kay decided to get her Master's in Ger
of-the-moment occasion when someone de- man, with a 'choice of attending either Ohio 
cides to get baptized. But have you ever State or the University of Connecticut. 
wondered who coordinates all of this? She chose Ohio State, and the two wound 

Those responsibili~ up in Columbus. 
ties lie in the hands of ' They went back to 
Joe Barozzini. As a dea- - New York the next 
con, Joe's responsibility week to get married, 
is in the area of wor- then moved to 
ship. He oyersees the Columbus , to start 
service and foyer, takes their new life. 
attendance counts and Mary Kay· later de-
m~kes sure the baptis- cided not to finish 
tery is ready for use. her degree because 
_ Usually his responsi- it involved too much 

bility places him in the of a tim~ commit-
delegation role, and it's ment. That gave her 
a time consuming job ·time to thin.k about 
to recruit people for the Christianity, how-
various tasks. ever, and she be-

Before he became a deacon in 1989, he came a Christian in 1978. Joe made the deci
was in charge of organizing the song leaders sion a year later. 
and prayer leaders for the service. He has Previously an auto mechanic, Joe keeps a 
also been involved in the past. with prepar- busy schedule since ~e currently works for 
ing communion. Because these tasks are Advantage Painting. Mary. Kay is a first grade 
tinie consuming, those responsibilities have teacher here at the Central Ohio Christian 
been broken down _into .separate du~ies now. School. They have three children - Matt, 14, 

Joe and his wife, Mary Kay, first came to Kristen, 1.1 and Brian 1 O. Brian is a student 
Northland in the early 1980's. They origi- here at COCS. 
nally attended the Fishinger and Kenny con- -Mary Weaver 
gregation but visited Northland after ari invi-
tation from the McDaniel's, when they in-

2 

: ,: 

61·owi11g In Christ 

LIVING IN THE VINE: , 
A Study of John 15 

(Week Three) 

"As I have said, you are clean because of the 
word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, and 
I remain in you. just as a branch that leaves the 
vine cannot bear fruit by itsell neither can you, 
if you do not remain in me. 1 am the vif!e, ~ 
are the branches. Everyone remaining in me 
(with me remaining in them) bears much fruit, 
whereas without me you cannot do anything. 
All those that do not remain in me are thrown 
out; they dry up like broken~bff branches, then 
they are gathered up, thrown into the fire and 
burned." (John 15:3-6) 

Jesus emphasizes the corr.ect perspective on his 
diseiples' identities: he is the vine and they (us) 
the branches, not the other way around. He 
cleans us, he leads us, he blesses us, not the 
other way around. He never owes us anything, 
since he gives us life itself. If we separate our
selves from him, he is still Lord, but we are lost 
and helpless. "And he is not served by human 
hands, as i'f he needed anything, because he 
himself gives all men life and breath and every
thing else." (Acts 17:25) If you understand this, 
you will save yourself the restlessness and s'elf
centered frustration that so many "believers" 
feel when their religion is based on self
gratification. 

In the vine we find life, security, and fruit that 
lasts. Outside the vine all is death, fear, and 
frustration. When will the church acc~pt this 
lesson? Christians hanker after quick fixes and 

exdting changes just like pagans do. (That we 
crave these quick fixes to fulfill "spiritual goals" 
does not make this attitude any less ugly.) And 
so many fail to realize that the resulting insecu
rity and disappointment has nothing to do with 
not knowing the latest methodology or with 
having the wrong format for worship service. 

If you feel that your relationship with God is not 
giving you the security and peace that the Scrip
tures promise, dg not blame it on others. And 
do not try to force things by changing external 
conditions so as to make you feel better today. 
Instead, rebuild th,e foundation of your fellow
ship with God. Develop a better understanding 
of his identity and yours, develop a better appre
ciation of him and his ways. It wil.1 take much 
morn time and effort on your part to do this than , 
it would if you just moved to Greatchurs:h City, 
but it will reward you with real spiritual growth 
and with a security that'will not depend on 
other humans. 

Listen - a branch cannot give life to another 
brancnl Only the vine itself can do .that. Listen 
- a branch cannot make another branch clean! 
Only the heavenly Farmer, the Father, can do 
that. Any of the other branches could fall off at 
any time._ The branches that are truly strong got 
that way by getting their life from the right 
place. Why do you want your life second-hand, 
from some other branch? Why not get full life 
directly from the source of life himself? 

-Mark Garner 
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Fa1nily /11formation 

Back To School Kickoff 

Friday September 9th 7:00-9:30pm, for grades 
6th-12th in the church annex. Bring a snack 
and drink to share! Wear a football jersey if you 
have one. Games, fun, and smiles provided. 

"Parents welcomeW' 

Ladies Fall Weekend 

Northwestern Ohio Christian Youth Camp, . 
September 16 & 17. "Moments with the Father"
a lesson iri prayer. The speakers will be: Alma 
Schultz from Echo Meadows Church and Kim 
Chowning from LaGrange Indiana. For 
additional information and application see the 

.. :.,, bulletin board. • 
Mark 1 :35-"Very early in the morning, while it 
was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and 
went off to a solitary place, where he prayed" 

Please make a note of Emily Thorne's new 
address and phone number: 
David Lipscomb University 
P.O. Box 1061 
Nashville TN. 37204 
(615)269-1101 

Calendar 
September 

2-3 Summit '94 - Youth Rally and Concerts 
4 Joint Worship Service for Central Ohio 

Churches of Christ.Westerville North High 
Sch_ool, 950 County Line Rd., 7pm-8:30pm 

7 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7p.m. 
9-11 Ray Wa_lker will be singing at the Belpre 

Church of Christ 
11 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
12-14 Ninth Annual Golden Agers Retreat, Fort 

Hill Christian Youth Camp. Cost $30. 
Call Carl Matheny for info 513-466-271,3 

16-17 ladies' Fall Weekend, Northwestern Ohio 
Youth Camp, "Moments with the Father" 

18 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 
23-25 Men's Leadership Retreat, Round Lake 

Lodge "In His Presence: Men Molded 
By the Presence of Cod" 

23-25 Singles Retreat, Genessee Ave. Church of 
Christ. 

October 
Ladies Inspiration Day, Reynoldsburg 
Church Of Chri~t, 9:00 am 

5 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7p.m~ 
9 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

Contributions· 

Last Week 

AvgYTD 

Budget. 

$4668 

$5190 

$6100 

Attendance 

Weds 176 

Sun Class 176 

Sun AM 278 

Sun PM 156 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9:30 am Ray Thorne 

t 0:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan · 
S:JO m Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn ~hampney'. Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 
l·OO P Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 

• pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

' 
Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Lessons From Psalms 
(Part One) 

"Cast all your care upon Him, for He cares for you." (1 Peter 5:7) · 

In ou~ course on Psalms, we sought to comprehend the characteristic na
ture of the psalms from different points of view; we inquired into the 
question of true prayer, of the innocence of the psalmists, of the identi
ties of their enemies, and of the conquest of death. Each time, we saw 
these questions answered in the psalms on the basis of a definite faith. 
Of course, in· a collection of prayers, songs and poems from across at 
least six centuries, such as we find in ,the psalter, we cannot expect a uni
fied system of doctrine or confession of faith. The Bible does make it 
clear that God does hear our prayers when we come to him in true faith 
and trust. But, as we learn from the·psalms, that does not mean God al~ 
ways answers our prayers when we want him to, or in the way we think 
he should. 

God knows that often what we want 
for ourselves is not in our best interests 
and may even harm us spiritually. So, 
we need to seek his will and not just 
our own way. The Bible promises 
"this is the confidence that we have in 
him, that, if we ask anything accord
ing to his will, he hears us" ( 1 John 
5:_14). "And, if we know that he hears 
us, whatsoever we ask, we know that 
we have the petitions that we desired 
of him." (1 John 5:15) 

God does hear our prayers 
when. we come to him in 
true faith and ,trust, b'l}t 
that do1{s ,.not :mean G;,0d 

always answers our 
prayers when we want 
him tb or the 'Way· we 

think he should. 

The emphasis here is on God's will, not our.will. So, we need to make 
sure of our commitment to Christ, for he is the one who has opened the 
way for us to come to God through his sacrificial death on the cross. 
The we must commit our problem to God, not telling him what we think 
he must do, but asking him to help us to have patience and to trust him 
to do what is best for us. He will give us a definite answer. Start praying 
in confidence! 

-Bob Henry 



Our Ser11ants 

When talking about his responsibilities as a 
deacon at Northland, Tom Barnhardt described 
two different areas of service in which he's in
volved. 

The worship service is his primary area, 
which includes recruiting members· to preside 
over the prayer and scripture portion of the ser
vice, as well as choosing the song leader. This 
involves both the Sunday morning and evening 
worship services. 

Tom often meets early 
Sunday mornings with 
Terry and whoever else 
may be involved with the 
service to discuss the en
tire worship program. 

A secondary duty is 
evangelism, or oversee
ing the small groups - a 
committee that consists 
of Tom, John Bradley, 
Bailey Barton, Ray 
Thorne and Terry Moore. 
The group meets occa
sionally to check on the 
small groups and keep ·~fl'f .. 
things organized. t!1lt:c'\1k 

But his duties don't · 
stop there - he also does occasional teaching on 
Wednesdays or Sundays - whenever the need 
arises. 

Tom, who became a deacon five years ago, 
grew up in the church and became a ChristiaR- at 
the Fishinger and Kenny Church of Christ in May 
1978. 

He met Polly while working at Bill Knapp's 
restaurant on Dublin Rd., where Polly's sister 

was an assistant manager, and Polly and Tom 
eventually married at F & K. 

Like many of the deacons, Tom credited his 
wife with providing support in many of his .du
ties. 

"Our relationship just keeps growing," · he 
said. "She's always been very supportive and un
derstanding. Our goals are one." 

They decided to move to Tallahassee, Florida 
in January 1982 to work with Steve and Betsy 
Gooch, who had recently moved there from 
Fishinger and Kenny. But they had no relatives ih 
Tallahassee, and after Aaron and Nathan were 
born they decided to move back to Columbus in 

August 1985. 
Besides the responsi

bi I ities at church, they 
often host small Bible 
talks in their home. 
Tom :Said one of their 
biggest priorities is to be 
servants for God, so tha,.t 
they can be used in 
whateve< way He sees . 
fit. 

Tom works at the 
Oakland Park branch 
of the LJ.S. Post Office 
and Polly teaches the 
third grade at ~he Cen

".I tral Ohio Christian 
School.. They have three children - Aaron, 12, 
Nathan, 10 and Kalee, 4. 

-Mary Weaver 
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61·owing In Christ 

LIVING IN' THE VIN.E: 
' 

A Study of John 15 
(Week four) 

"If you remain in me, and my words remain in 
you, _ask for what you want, and it will come to 
you. This glorifies my Father, so that you bear 
much fruit and become my disciples." 
(John 15: 7-8) 

Jesus has given his disciples an illustration to 
make clear .his identity and theirs, and he now 
moves on to explaining how the right 'perspec
tive on our union with him will affect various 
areas of our lives. He starts with the way that 
this affects our prayers. There are many miscon
ceptions about prayer in general and this verse 
in particular, but understanding what Jesus has 
taught about the vine and the branches will . 
help to improve our understanding. He empha
sizes two essentials of pray.er: first, that its is 

, only effective when combined with remaining 
in the vine, and second, that it should lead to 
the glorification of God. Both principles make 
sense in light of what Jesus has already said. 

Since the-vine is our source of life, and since 
the Father (the farmer) has .all control, our. 
prayers must be based on this understanding to 
be effective. Humans who seek to make their 
prayers more effective by .searching for just the 
right ways of phrasing things, by trying to deter
mine the perfect physical and emotional ap
proach to God, or by trying to build a case be
fore God of why he should bless them, are 
wasting their'time and God's. 

We humans are oversensitive and hypercritical 
about how other humans say things, and so we 
often project onto God (i.e. assume that he has) 
our own insecurity and self-centeredness. But 
God does not care about the technicalities of 1 

how we express ourselves. We humans are al
ways trying to impress each other wi~h our fancy 
speech and our sincere motives, so we often as
sume that these will impress God in our prayers. 
Look - compared to God the greatest orators on 
earth are rambling and incoherent; and as for 
our motivation, God is more aware than we 
ever will be just how much selfishness dwells in 
the best of human hearts. Thank God that the 
effectiveness of our prayers does not depend on 
any of these things! 

The effectiveness of prayer does not come from 
the one who prays, but from the One who is 
prayed to! Remember that and you will save 
yourself a lot of confusion. The most fervent, 
sincere, and elo
quent·prayers are 
worthless if of
fered to a false 
God - they are 
also worthless if 
offered by foolish 
Christians who 

Prayer is only effective 
when combined with 

remaining frt the vine, 
and leading to .. the 

glorification of God. 

know of God but who think the usefulness of 
their prayers depends on.themselves. But the 
most inarticulate, struggling, desperate prayers 
are of priceless value if they are offered to the 
living God with the awareness that it is he him
self "".ho gives value to prayer. 

-Mark Carner 
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Family Information 

Ladies Fall Weekend 

Northwestern Ohio Christian Youth Camp, 
September 1'6 & 17. "Moments with the Father"
a lesson in prayer. The speakers will be: Alma 
Schultz from Echo Meadows Church and Kim 
Chowning from LaGrange Indiana. For 
additional information and apP'lication see the 
bulletin board. · 
Mark 1 :35-"Very early in the ·morning, while it 
was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and 
went off to a solitary place, where he prayed" 

Please make a note of Emily "Thorne's new 
.,. address and phone number: 

David Lipscomb University 
;.•;/ .P .0. Box 1061 

Nashville TN. 37204 ' 
(615)269-1101 

Hope 
"Everything that happens in the whole world 
happens because of hope. No farmer sows a. 
single seed u~less he hop~s for a harvest. Young 
people marry withthopes of descendants. The 
businessman works in hope of profit, the laborer 
in expectations of his wages. How much more, 
then, should we hold out our hope of eternal 
life." -Martin Luther 

Calendar 
September 

9-11 Ray Walker will be singing at the Belpre 
Church.of Christ 

12-14 Ninth Annual Golden Agers Retreat, Fort 
Hill Christian Youth Camp. Cost $30. 
Call Carl Matheny for info 513-466-2713 

16-17 Ladies' Fall Weekend, Northwestern Ohio 
Youth Camp, "Moments with the Father" 

18 , Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 
23-25 Men's Leadership Retreat, Round Lake 

Lodge "In His Presence: Men Molded 
By the Presence of God" 

23-25 Singles Retreat, Genessee Ave. Church of 
Christ. 

October 
Ladies Inspiration Day, Reynoldsburg 

. Church Of Christ, 9:00 am 
5 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7p.m. 
9 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
16 Elders/Deacon Meetir1g, E-42. 8:00 am 

Contributions 

last Week 

Avg YTD 

Budget 

$4933 

$5183 

$6100 

Attendance 

Weds 147 

Sun Class 1 6 7 

Sun AM 300 

Sun PM 156 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 

9:30 am Ray Thome 
t 0: 30 am Deacons: Leon Abr'ams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
S· 30 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
· · pm Evangelist: Terry Moore , 

N.orthland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 4 7 5-0161 
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Lessons· From Psalms 
(Part Two) 

"Cast all your care upon Him, for He cares for you." (1 Peter 5:7) 

In our previO!JS lesson on Psalms, ·we demonstrated that the Holy Spirit 
has been promised by God to all who ask him, and we further found that 
to call on God is to respond with true faith and trust in prayer. He will 
give us a definite answer - start praying in confidence (1 John 5: 14-15). 

In the psalter, we find that the psalmists commit sins, of course, but they 
ask God to forgive them and they continue to serve him. Cod has freed 
the psalmists from slavery to Satan, and he keeps them safe from Satan's 
continued attacks. We too can be confident that God listens and an
swers when we ca.II on him in prayer. Sometimes we think God will not 
hear us because we have fallen short of his high standards for holy living. ·• But God has forgiven us, and he will listen to us. We must remember 
that as believers we have been set apart by God and that he loves us. 
When facing proble·ms, trials, suffering, and death, we may feel like giv
ing up in despair. God is all the hope_we need, because he promises to 
be a shield to protect us. "Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that 
it can not save, nor his ear heavy that it cannot hear." (Isaiah 59: 1) 

When we focus our thoughts on God, .he restores our confidence in him 
I ¥. 

and in the future he has planned .for .us. If life seems against you, don't 
blame God - seek him! In this life we may face many injustices as the 
psalmists did: we may be falsely accused and misunderstood by both 
friends and enemies; we may not truly be appreciated by others for the 
love we show; the true value of our work and service may not be duly 
rewarded; our ideas may be ignored. But, God is to be praised, for he 
sees and remembers all the good we do, and it is up to him to decide the 
timing and the appropriateness of our rewards. If we do not trust him to 
clear us from criticism and to justify us before others, then we are suscep
tible to hatred and self-pity. If we do trust him, we can experience God's 
peace and be free from the worry of ho)N others perceive us and treat us . 
God will never abandon those who trust in him. 

-Bob Henry 



TORUSSIA... . 
WITH FAITH, HOPE, 

AND LOVE 

Brothers and Sisters at Northland, 

With God's help and yours, we are hoping to 
expand our effort toward saving souls in Russia. 

Many of you have had the opportunity to meet 
and talk about this work with Yves Perriard, 
who God has given the desire to undertake and 
the ability to carry out this ministry. This morn
ing Yves again will speak to us about his work 
in Russia. He is with us until mid-September un
dergoing extensive dental work. Then, God-
wi I ling, he will return to Gorno-Altaysk and take 
up the work begun there by Terry Moore in 
June. But his future depends in large part on 
what we at Northland are able and willing to do 
financially to support him. 

The elders are seeking from you some measure 
of your desire to see this work accomplished. 
Yves has certainly demonstrated his willingness 
for us to sendhim. The .question at hand is 
whether the Church at Northland is willing to 
do the sending. To support Yves will require 
$250 per week. You can do the math: if 25 
Christians were willing to.give $10 more each 
week, or if 50 Christians were willing to give $5 
more each week ... You get the idea. We need to 
have a clear sign from you before we can send 
Yves off with a financial commjtment from 
Northland. If he has to .go elsewhere to raise 
some or all of his support, so be it; but if he is to 
be supported by Northland, show us. 

It is no secret that our contribution has fallen sig
nificantly this summer. Since April we have col
lected over $1 000 per week less than weekly 
expenses and have had to dip into our reserves · 
several times. It costs about $4000 per week to 
"open the store" and another $1500 for salaries 
and benefits. Over the last several months we 
have also spent about $300 per week on benev
olence. Obviously, we cannot support Yves un
less there's a significant commitment from all of 
us. 

Yves needs about $6000 "up front" to get his 
dental work done, buy his plane ticket, and to 
cover his first month's expenses. After that, we 
would then wire him $1000 per month to keep 
him going at a basic level. Any extras, like help
ing our Frank Chappell with his current trip, 
adds to that minimum. So we need for you to let 
us know if you're willing to "launch out into the 
deep" with this 
level of spiri
tual and finan
cial support. 
To this end, 
the elders are 
asking you to 

· ~'Bear one another's 
burdens, and so fulfil the 

law of Christ." 
· . (Gal., 6:2) 

indicate you willingness to increase your contri
bution to cover these expenses pl us the shortfal I 
We have been experiencing of late. 

Brothers and sisters, the elders feel that God has 
opened wide a door of opportunity in Gorno
Altaysk, Russia; and has provided Yves tc'i minis
ter there. It is only a question of our commit
ment. 

The Elders 
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Growing In Christ 

LIVING_ IN THE VINE: 
A Study of John 15 

(Week Five) 

"If you remain in me, and my words remain in 
you, ask for what you want, and it will come to 
you. This glorifies my Father, so that you .bear 
much fruit and become my disciples. Just as 
the Father loved me, so I have loved you; now 
remain in my love. If you keep my commands, 
you remain in my love, just as I keep my Fa
ther's commands and remain in his love." 
(John 15:7-10) 

Jesus helped us to understand that prayer's ef
fectiveness comes from the vine itself, not from 
the branches. When we pray, we must focus 
on God's power and grace, not on our elo
quence or sincerity. Now Jesus wants us to see, 
how prayer fits in with God's purpose: it brings 
glory to the Fath.er, and brings p'erfect love to 
him and to us. Jesus' image of the vine helps us 
to grasp what he means in his promises of ful
filled prayer. If see prayer as a glorification of 
God (not as a performance, a mechanical rite or 
a magic trick), we will avoid the frustration and 
confusion that prevent us from having a healthy 
prayer ·life, and we will be a step closer to a 
complete relationship with God. 

In the church we must not teach about prayer 
with superficial slogans! Simple-minded teach
ings about deep subjects do not build genuine 
understanding or closeness to God. Christians 
are often confused when they pray for some
thing they dearly want or need, and God does 
not grant it to them. Such times are important 

opportunities for believers to grow in their fel
lowship with Gori. If you lazily say to such a 
believer "well, you must not have needed it, or 
God would have given it to you", you have 
blown it. You can probably also think of plenty 
of other superficial answers that are given in re
sponse to' real questions and problems. Fight 
the desire to produce a quick answer and make 
a serious attempt to understand prayer from 
God's point of view. 

Center your prayers on God and his glory. Look 
at what you pray for, how you pray, what God 
gives or doesn't give you, from a God-centered 
instead of a self-centered point of view. Then 
you will begin to understand Jesus' attitude of 
"not my will but yours". Jesus prayed in true 
faith, not demandingly, manipulatively, self
pityingly, or self-righteously. His. entire perspec
tive centered on glorifying God the Father. 

Prayer is a cru
cial part of our 
fellowship 
with God. It 
must be fo
cused on glori
fying God, not 
in seeking an

Jesus helped us to 
itnderstand' ~h.af pra')'er's 
effectiveness comes from 
the vin'e itself, not from 

the branches. 

swers through generalities and trivialities. For
get the slogans you have heard people quote 
about prayer, and study what the Scriptures say, 
starting here in John 15. An understanding of 
prayer is vital to your spiritual life. Don't just 
swallow blindly the things you hear humans say 
about it; learn to pray from the Vine himself! 

-Mark Carner, 
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Family Information 

Adult Bible Classes 

We will have our usual devotional Wednesday, 
September 21 with sign-up for new classes. Fall 
classes will begin Sunday September 25 and 
Wednesday, September 28. The theme of the 
Autumn classes will be "The Gospels: The Life 
and Ministry Of .Jesus". There will be a class on 
"John's Gospel" meeting Sunday and 
Wednesday, a class on "The Parables" meeting 
Wednesday nights, and a workshop on 
"Serving" meeting on Wednesday nights. 

Law and Grace. I made a change in the name 
of the course, "Work of the Evangelist", to in
clude elders and deacons. I felt we should at 

,, least get equal billing. I need to tell you about 
my translator, Valodia. Before I came I asked 
Rob Browne to find someone to translate for me 
and to be my man "Friday". He selected Valodia 
and I couldn't be more pleased. Valodia has 
taught himself English beginning with his high 
school courses and he is fluent. He is 23 and 
has been a Christian only a short time. I gave 
him 18 typewritten pages of "The Christian War
fare" course and he translated it in two days. He 
now has the "Holy Spirit" course which is even 
longer and after three days is almost complete. 
One of the young ladies in the congregation, 
Sonya, is typing these into the computer in Rus
sian. I will be able to give everyone translated 

Calendar 
September 

23-25 Men's Leadership Retreat, Round Lake 
Lodge "In His Presence: Men Molded · 
By the Presence of Cod" 

23-25 Singles Retreat, Genessee Ave. Church of 
Christ. 

October 
Ladies Inspiration Day, Reynoldsburg 
Church Of Christ, 9:00 am 

5 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7p.m. 
8 Men's Breakfast, Old Country Buffet, 

Morse Rd. 8:00 am 
9 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

copies of the courses. Valodia faithfully takes 
me to where I need to go. He and Sonya have 
even typed some of the translations into the 
computer for the third time after I did not save 
one typing properly and after another would not 
transfer files as I had expected it to. They laugh 
a lot, probably at this eccentric old man who is 
supposed to know how the computer works. 

That's all for now. I will write again next 
week after cl?sses begin. 

-Frank Chappell 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week 

Avg YTD 

Budget 

$4408 Weds 

$5162 Sun Class 

$6100 Sun AM 

153 

167 

238 

Sun PM 115 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 

9: 30 am Ray Thome 
t 0:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
S. 30 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
· pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

' 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 l 
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God Of The Mountains 

In Exodus Israel met God at Sinai. Moses went up into the mountains 
to talk with Him. Isaiah speaks of the mountain of the Lord's house being 
established in the tops of the mountains. At one point the enemies of Is
rael enticed them down into the plains because they assumed that Is
rael's God was a god of the mountains. They found to their .dismay that 
He was also a God of the lowlands. 

A lot of people make the same mistake today. They assume that God 
is a God of the church building and of the religious experience. He is 
only there if you are having a 
mountain-top experience or are 
on a spiritual high. Such, of. 
course, is not the case. 

The great comfort is to know 
that He is really there in the val
leys of life. At the times when you 
wrestl e with the ordihary and 
sometimes sordid world of every 
day, He is present and ready to 

"Be ·strong and courageous. 
Do not be afraid or terrified • 

because of them, for the 
Lord your God goes with 
·you; He will never leave 

you nor forsake you" 
Deuteronomy 31 :6 

respond. The trouble is we do not call .on Him then. When no spiritual 
influences are around and the religious trappir;igs are missing, we often 
feel God is wherever we left such things - usually at the church building. 

Even when we have enough faith to believe He could actually be in 
the market place, we ask Him for the wrong things and so miss the bless
ing. We expect Him to solve the problems and take away the difficulties 
we face and our faith has to be encouraged by artificial arguments when 
He does not c~me to our rescue. Actually we expect the wro.ng kind of 
help from Him. We are in the world and as long as we are, its problems 
and woes wi 11 beset us. The comfort God gives is not to beat the world 
back and defeat it for us but to make us know we are not of this world 
and that our goals and hopes do not rest in beating it at its own game. 

Roy Osborne, Sunset Ridge New sletter 
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From Siberia 
ou't notices to members of the congregation be
ginning tonight, Tuesday. We do not yet have 
students enrolled but thus far, it looks like we 

Everything is going well for me here in will have at least eight. Four of the young men 
Siberia .. We had rumors of snow for today, . have expressed an interest. Valodia Karlinski, 
Tuesday, but it didn't happen. We have not yet my·translator, is one of the.m. Four women are 
had a heavy frost but it is expected soon. It has also .expected to attend at least some of the 
rained almost every night and this has caused classes. We are encou_raging everyone to take at 
problems for the people. Almost everyone least one class if they possibly can. 
grows vegetables and potatoes in their dachas The teachers are Andre Sklayarov, Vladik 
outside of town and the ground has been so Remizov, and Eugene Shegolkov. The spellings 
muddy the' potatoes can't be dug. September is are only close approximations of their Russian 
always a hard month for these people. They nam~s. All three are teachers in the Polytechnic 
have to put up stores for the winter to last until University' and they have cut back on their 
early summer when they again can take vegeta- teaching schedules there to do these courses. 
bles from their 'gardens. Food is available all · All three are very enthusiastic for the school and 
winter in the markets, however, it is very expen- I expect they will do an excellent job. They 
sive and they must depend on their gardens. , have their outlines from ' Harry's courses and I 
The "babushka" in the family where I am staying will assist them in some of the changes we have 
has been putting up food in four liter glass jars had to make. 
and a great number are·now stacked away. The The school begins September 19·and will fin-
food is first cooked then it is put in a steamer for ish June 2·, 1995 with only one week off at New' 
a long time to sterilize it and then it is capped. Years, the first week of January. Pe6ple here do 
.They 'do not have a pressure cooker. not celebrate Christmas as we do and do not 

For those of you who remember the 30's, take any holi.day time then. New Years is a big 
Russia reminds me of that time as I was growing celebration. 
up. So many th.ings, the street cars, the muddy There will be twelve courses in th~ school 
streets, the dressing up to go to town, the small , over four quarters with each teacher having one 
stores, the food preservation, the walking and a quarter. They will be offered only once during 
more. Yesterday, I even saw a young boy beat- the first two quarters, but we hope they can be 
ing a rug hung over a line to get the dust out. I offered twice beginning in February aftenhe 
remember that. There are so many contrasts. I teachers schedules change at the Polytechnic. 
b~lieve the future is bright. The young particu- Courses are: Christian Evidences, Old Testament 
larly are bright and eager. They are seeking the Survey; Distinctive Church; Work of Evangelist, 
way to go and. many are willin·g to consider 'Elders and Deacons; Letters of Paul; Hebrews; 
Christ. Times are difficult; it is like our Great Acts; Roman's, Galatians; Survey of Gospels; 
Depression; but we experienced some of the James, Peter, 1,11,111 John, Jude; Revelation; 
greatest growth for the Kingdom during jusf ' prophets; and Holy Spirit. Three courses were 
such times. Hence, I am encouraged. combined into he Letters of Paul and Galatians 

The school schedule for courses, teachers was combined with Romans, to help contrast 
and times has been set and we will be giving (Continued on page 4) 
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6rowing In Christ 

LIVI.NG IN THE VINE: 
A Study of Joh.n ,15 

(Week Six) 

" ... so I have loved you; now remain in my 
love. If you· keep my commands, you remain in 
my love, just as I keep my Father's commands 
and r~main in his love. 11 (John 15:9-10) 

Again we .come to a crucial link in Jesus' lesson. 
To experience the love and security that the 
vine provides, and to experience the care and 
concern the Farmer gives, the branches must 
remain in the vine and must accept that care, 
whatever form it may take. Jesus is telling us 
that we must follow him and his Father com
pletely if we wish to experience the love and 
joy of Christianity. Remaining is the key to 
love, security and fruitfulness. 

Humans desire to be "my own m~n" or "my 
own woman". Though made one in Christ, we 
retain our humanity and its urges, so this crav~ 
ing is still in our hearts. Jesus tells us here that 
we must submit our identities to him and his 
father if we wish to enjoy their love. Can a 
branch live on its own, without the vine, and 
sti 11 experience the vine's life and the. farmer's . 
C<Jre? Jesus already told us that a branch that 
leaves is beyond the vine's help, and the farmer 
will throw it into the fire. The branch was cre
ated to be part of the vine, and we humans 
were created to be one with our Creator. 

The command is not to remain with the other 
branches. Believers often confuse "remaining 

in Jesus" with attaching themselves to the largest 
number (or most attractive 8roup) of belieVf~rs 
that they can find. Many Christians probably do 
not even realize why this is wrong. Each branch 
is not supposed to find other branches to attach 
itself to; each branch is to attach itself to the 
Y.in.e. If the branches are _only concernec;J about 
staying togeth'er, they are likely to wander away 
from the vine ~ogether. 

When each branch attaches itself solidly (and 
genuinely) to the vine, the life and security the 
vine gives flows through all the branches at the 
same-time, and they all enjoy the same benefits -
giving them a strong common ground and com
mon bond to each other. When the branches 
do this, they will not compete with each other, 
nor will they come in conflict with each other. 
But if the branches a.re looking first to attach 
themselv~s to other branches, expecting that this 
will bring security and life, they will not have a ' 
.basis for real security. Eventually they will need 
more from each other than mere branches can 
provide. 

No human should ever try to be another hu
man's source of life and security - such an ar
rangement is unfair and unhealthy for both 
sides. The church should be an important part 
of your life - but' it will only be a healthy part of 
your life if your relationship with it is the p'r"oper 
one of branch to branches - you all. draw for 
your life and purpose on a common Vine, 
which alone is capable of sustainir.ig the 
~hurch's needs and those of its members. 

- Mark Garner 
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Family Information 

Fall Children's Class Schedule 

Following is the Children's Education Schedule 
for Fall Quarter September 25 through January 4 
1995. Any questions see Jeffrey McVicker. 
Sunday Classes: 

Toddlers (Ages 1 & 2): 
Room: E-10 Lisa Kissinger 

Pre-school (Ages 3 & 4): 
Room: E-16 Leona H./Maude P. 

, Kindergarten: 
Room: E-28 Joel Moore 

First Grade: 
Room: 3 Darrell Estep 

Secor:id - Fifth Grade: 
Room: 17-22 (Learning Center) 

Sunday Worship: - (10:30 - 12:00) 
Toddlers (Age 1born1992) Room: E-10 

Sunday Worship - (11 :15 - 12:00) 
Toddlers (Ages 1, 2 & 3), 

Room: E-10 Barbara L./Donna S. 
Pre-school (Age 4 - Kindergarten) 

Room: E-42 Valerie Moore 
First - Fifth Grade 

Room: 24 Waneta, Estep 
Wednesday Classes: 

Toddlers (Ages 1, 2 & 3): 
Room: E-10 Peggy Grote 

Pre-school (Age 4 - Kindergarten): 
Room: E-28 Jeffrey McVicker 

First - Fifth Grade: 
Room: 24 (Learning Center) 

Calendar 

September 
23-25 Men's Leadership Retreat, Round Lake 

Lodge "In His Presence: Men Molded 
By the Presence of God" , 

23-25 Singles Retreat, Genessee Ave. Church of 
Christ. 

October 
Lad ies Inspiration Day, Reynoldsburg 
Church Of Christ, 9:00 am, Sadicka 
Thomas Will Be Speaking 

5 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7p.m. 
8 Men's Breakfast, Old Country Buffet, 

Morse Rd. 8:00 am 
8 Fellowship Cruise, Meet Here At 

12:00 Noon. More Information On 
Bulletin Board, Or See Leon Abrams 

9 Dea<;::ons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
15 Girls Night Out, Der Dutchman 8:00 am 

See Cindi Gillespie For Details 
16 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $5266 Weds ' 154 

Avg YTD $5164 Sun Class 233 

Budget $6100 Sun AM 233 

Sun PM 144 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 

9:30 am Ray Thome 
I 0: 30 am Deacmrs: L.:on Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt. foe Barozzini, Dan 
S. 

30 
Baughman, John Bradley. Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7 
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters . 
• pm Evmrgelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-01,61 

c 
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Just Between Us 

As I ex.amine the life of Christ, I am constantly impressed that he was 
always teaching. And yet he had no classroom. 

He found opportunities in practically all of life's situations to impart 
knowledge of God. Sometimes he took little children on his knee. He 
taught teachers. He taught families in the privacy of their homes. He 
taught in mountain retreats with his chosen apostles. He taught on busy 
streets. He taught by the seashore and Oil riverbanks. He taught standing 
beside a well while he was waiting for a drink. He entered the syna
gogues and talked about the things contained in the scriptures. 

As you watch Jesus you soon discover that the time of day made little 
difference. He was teaching morning, noon and night. 

I'm convinced that the church would be better off if we followed the 
example of Jesus. One hour of 
teaching on Sunday morning 
will never get the job done, 
yet we are often content with 
that. 

One who has been a mem
ber of the body of Christ for a 
number of years should be a 
teacher just by reason of time. 
No classroom? No workbook? 
So what? , 

If you know the truth, and 

''If anyone speaks, he. should do 
it as one speaking the very 

wdrds of G,od. If anyone serv.es, 
he should do it"with the .. }trength 

God provides, so that in ali 
things God. may ,be praised 

through Jesus Chryst." 
1Peter4:11 

love the truth, then share the truth. Take advantage of the immediate oc
casion just as Jesus did. A lesson here, a lesson there. Be ready to answer 
questions just as Jesus did. · 

It's sad to me that some think the only way they can teach is with a 
systematic, developing program, with interlocking lessons. 

Jesus worked with no sequential curricula, or departmentalized 
pupils. He took advantage of the moment, and what he said was there
fore pertinent to the lives of the listening group at that moment in time. 

, -John Gipson 
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Our Serva11ts 

When you think of Leon Abrams,. you may 
think of music, since he often leads the congre
gation in singing on Sunday mornings. 

But Leon's responsibility as a deacon within 
the church goes beyond singing - his actual area 
of duty is fellowship. While that may sound 
broad, his duties do actually cover a, broad spec
trum of events. 

. "With fellowship, it's basically my respqnsi
bility to provide gatherings to bring people to
gether," he said. 

That involves anything social - including pot 
lucks and different forms of entertainment. 
The function has also included Ethnic Awareness 
Day, and in the past the Spring Banquets. He 
also helps with finding housing for people who 
come in to visit from out of town. 

Leon has been a deacon for four ,years and 

has always been involved in the area of fellow
ship, although in the past he also played a role in 
the banking and financial aspects. 

Leon is originally from "the state up North", 
but he moved to Buckeye land through the Air 
Force. His wife, Gladys, is originally from Ten
nessee. The two met in Michigan where Gladys 
has two brothers and a sister. 

In December they celebrated their 25th wed
ding ceremony here at Northland, where they 
have been attending since 1981. 

Leon currently works at Honda and Gladys is 
a bookkeeper with the Central Ohio Christian 
School. 

-Mary Weaver 

'We have different gifts, according 
to the grace given us. 
If a man's gift is prophesying, let 
him use it in proportion to his faith; 
If it is serving, let him serve; 
If it is teaching, let him teach; 
If it is encouraging, let hini 
encourage; 
If it is contributing to the needs of 
others, let him give generously; 
If it is leadership, let him govern 
diligently; 
If it is showing mercy, let him do· it 

·cheerfully." 
Romans 12:6-8 
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Growing In Christ 

LIVING IN THE VINE: 
A Study of John 15 

(Week 1 Seven) 

than guilt, insecurity or fear. Many foolishly 
think that it is somehow a problem to feel good 
about their relationship with God; they think 
they will become lazy and "abuse God's grace". 
Look, it's possible to use a .car to run over some
one - does . 
that mean 
it's wrong 

"/have told you these things so that the joy that to use a 

But true iox cdn an7y b~ 
O''Gtdined ·tl5ro11gh · 

submission to God: 'Fhe 
branches ·are not capable 

even of knowing wh.at real 
joy i·s, much less hoW·"tO 

recieve it. 

is in me may be in you, and so that your joy car? It's 
may be complete." (John 15: 11) possible to 

use a base

Al I that Jesus teach~s - the i 11 ustration. of the 
vine, the call to remain in him, the t~aching on 
prayer - is to further our joy. God understands 
that everyone wants joy, and he is more than 
willing to do what he needs to give us real and 
lasting joy. The Bible does not support those 
who self-righteously preach grim sacrifice and 
severe self-deprivation. These superficially 
"spiritual" attitudes are conceited and self
centered, not noble, because they put al I the 
attention on our human efforts instead of on 
God, where it belongs. God understands that 
only he is fit to be the center of everything, to · 
bear full responsibility, and to bear the brunt of 
al.I the sorrow and sin in the world. Any human 
who desires to put himself or herself in the posi
tion that "it all depends on me" is attempting to 
assume a role only appropriate for God to ac
cept. God wants humans instead to rejoice in 
knowing that they h-ave found a Savior who is 
able to deliver them from their own sins and to 
provide them with life and peace. 

Jesus himself offered what he describes as .the 
greatest possible act of love. Only he is quali
fied to offer the vital sacrifice for sins, and only 
he is ever expected to do so. He wanted to do 
this "for the joy set before him" (Hebrews 12:2). 
Joy, love and life are much better motivators 

ball bat to 
smash 
someone 
on the . 
head - does this n:iean we should avoid baseball 
bats? Just because a small number of immature 
believers use "saved by grace" or "joy in Christ" 
as excuses for irresponsible behavior, there is no 
intelligent reason for the rest of us to avoid these 
wonderful concepts. · 

But true joy can on'ly be obtained through sub
mission to ~od. The branches are not capable 
even of knowing what real joy is, much less 
how to receive it. Those branches wh'o want to 
strike out on their q~n to try to find happiness 
will find only death. True and lasting joy cannot 
be found outside of God - therefore it can't be 
found except by remaining in the vine, by com
mitting oneself to being joined forever, uncondi
tionally, to Jesus Christ. Those branches that are 
in the vine, but are not quite sure if they want to 
stay, do not find any lasting joy. The branches 
that experience the deepest joy are the ones 
who have once for all accepted and committed 
themselves to remaining in the vine. 

-Mark Carner 
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Family Information 

Please Note !! 

Parents support group will be meeting on I 8 
Wednesday October 12th instead of October 
5th, this month only. We will be introducing the I 8 
Timothy/ Priscilla class to parents of 4th and 5th 

1 graders. If you have a child in the 4th or 5th 
grade and would be interested in them being in 9 
this class plan on being there Wednesday night. 12 

·The teachers of these classes wi 11 be there so 1 5 
you will have a chance to meet them and ask 
questions. Parents support group is held every I 16 
first Wednesday of the month. It is mainly for 
the parents of middle and high school children 
but from time to time we have things for other 

: -ages. If you are not attending at this time please 
· feel free to join us. 

··Girls night out at Der Dutchman has been 
changed from 8:00 am to 9:00 am due to the 
reques~ of several sisters who like to sleep in. 

The food pantry is in need of the following ' 
items: canned fruit, canned juice, pancake mix, 

2 
5 

13 
20 

Calendar 

October 
Men's Breakfast, Old Country Buffet, 
Morse Rd. 8:00 am 
Fellowship Cruise, Meet Here At 
12:QO Noon. More Information On 
Bulletin Board, Or See Leon Abrams 
Deacons Meeting1 E-42, 8:00 am 
Parents Support Group, E-44, 7p.m. 
Girls Night Out, Der Dutehman 9:00 am 
See Cindi Gillespie For Details 
Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 

November 
Parents Support Group, E-44, 7p.m. 
Men's Breakfast, Old Country Buffet, 
Morse Rd. 8:00 am 
Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 

syrup, hot cereal, paper towels, cookies, canned '--------------------..J 
corn. Contributions Attendance 

Mabel Pickens needs som~one,to paint the 
interior of her house. She i~ willing to pay 
someone to do this. If interested see Roy Estep. 

Last Week 

AvgYTD 

Budget 

$5039 

$5161 

$6100 

Weds 160 

Sun Class 165 

Sun AM 283 

Seniices 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Sun PM 145 

· Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 

9:30 am Ray Thome 
t 0:30 am Deaco1u·: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 

5.30 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney. Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Bervl McMasters 
• pm Eva11gelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus _OH ~3231 (614) 475-0161 

c A Hymn To God· The Father 
Wilt Thou forgive that sin wh.ere I begun, 

Which is my sin, though it were done before? 

Wilt Thou forgive those sins, through which I run, 

And do run still, though still I do deplore? 

When Thou has done, Thou has not done, 

For I have more. 

Wilt Thbu forgive that sin which I have won 

Other to sin? and made my sin thei_r d,oor? 

Wilt Thou forgive that sin which I did shun 

A year or two, but wallowed in a score? 

When Thou has done, Thou hast not done, 

For I have more. 

I have a sin of fear, that when I have spun 

My last thread, I shall perish on the shore; 

But swear by Thyself, that at my death Thy Son 

Shall shine as He shines now, and heretofore; 

And, having done that, Thou hast done, 

I fear no more. 
-Johri Donne 



Our SerJ1ants 
At nearly 20 years, Lynn Ch~mpney has 

been a deacon longer than most here at North
land. 

His area of responsibility has always been 
benevolence, which now includes mainly the 
food pantry. ' _ 

Although most Northland members are famil
iar with the food pantry, niany may not know all 
the specifics that go into running it. 

Lynn keeps monthly records of the number 
of people fed from the · 
pantry, and what age 
groups those people 
fal I into. Referrals are 

clothing was.collected and distributed to needy 
families. 

In the past, Lynn helped with the worship 
service, including recruiting men for commu
nion and program preparation several years ago. 

Originally from Oberlin, Ohio, he spent 12 
years in the Ai,r Force that placed in different 
cities around the world. 

Lynn met his wife, Ursula, while he was sta- · 
tioned in Spain in the early 60's. They decided 
to get married and went to Gibraltar, but en
countered quite a bit of red ,tape since he was'' 
from the U.S. and Ursula wa,s from Hamburg, 

Germany. 
The couple eventu
ally moved back tq 
the States to work at 

received on Wednes- • the Suffolk County 
day night. Currently Air Force Base on 
four families .are being Long Island, New 
served through the York. They hap-
food pantry, which he , pened to move in 
says· is approximately next door to a Chri.s-
16 individuals. Occa- tian couple, who in-
sionally, Northland vited them to church. 
members who need The Champney's got 
food are also served. ·involved with church 

Most of the food is activities before even 
purchased at the Mid- deciding to become 
Ohio Food Bank, with - Christians, but finally 
occasional donations ·made the decision 

' ~ 

from Northland members. together on October 19, 1969. 
But physical needs are not the only 'needs Lynn has worked for Ameritech since 1971 

met through the pantry. Records of the families and Ursula is a kindergarten teacher aid at the 
that re::ceive service are usually given to John Central Ohio Christian School. They have four 
~radley, a deacon, and the goal is to _follow-up • children - Roy, Denise, Craig and Megan, and 
'with the families to see what kind of spiritual 1 two grandchildren. ' 
needs they may have. 

Although now the main area of benevolence 
is the pantry, over Lynn's past 20 years the types 
of benevolence have changed. At one poirit, 

2 . 

-Mary Weaver 

6rowi11g In Christ 
I , 

LIVING IN THE VINE: 
A Study of John 15 

(Week Eight) 

"This is my comma.nd: that you love each othfr 
just as I have loved you. The greatest act of 
love you can show is to lay d9wn your life for 
your friends." (John 15: 12-13) 

Several times Jesus exhorts his followers to love 
each 'other, and he constantly links the love he 
has for them with the love he expects them to 
have for one'an9ther. Though they cannot have 
the same effect on. each other that the vine can, 
and cannot be the source of life as the vine can, 
each branch can be committed to the other 
branches through the devotion that comes from 
'having a common ·bond and a common founda
tion of life. The branches should all freely share 
the gift of life that they rece'ived from the vine. 

Jesus offered himself, the greatest act of love, as 
an example of complete devotion to others. He 
did this because of the great love he hatJ not 
only for those humans he krtew in the flesh but 
also for all the other branches he knew would 
grow in future times. He even did it out of love 
for all those he k.new would never appreciate 
what' he did; he would not deny anyone the 
chance. 

Jesus makes clear that he did this out of love. 
He did not go through beating, crucifixion, hu
miliation and death to glorify himself or to im
press us with his manliness. He didn't have the 
self-centered attitude that some believers have 
when they crave the chance to be persecuted so 

tha~ they can prove how "spiritual" they are. Je
sus.' mMivation was entirely hasP.d on love anu 
on a desire that everyone would see the .l.oY.e. he 
had for his foll,owers and for al l of humanity. 

God paradoxically glorified Jesus for what he 
did (see, e.g., John 13:32, 17: 1, 1 7:5). Jesus 
sought not glory; he humbled himself (study 
Phil. 2:5-9). But God gave· glory to him, not be
cause of the outstanding physical feats he per
formed, but for his humility and love. The Bible 
emphasizes this ~_ame important lesson over and 
over, but the church is reluctant to accept it. 
The church often wants to seek glory through 
impressfve sac;rifices and accomplishments.. 
That is a big reason why we are so often frus
trated in our designs and unfulfilled even in our ' 
occasional successes. When people arl:! moti
vat~d by glory and praise, they will not fe~l last
ing satisfaction for what they accomplish, be
cause they wil I have a need' to soon do more. 
But When, like Jesus, we serve out of love and 
humility, not caring for exterrial results or glory 
or praise, God will raise up our spir.its whether 
or not our plans meet with earthly success. 

Let's grow up and I isten to what Jesus is calling 
us to d,0. The branehes should not seek glory or 
attention forthemselves, b~t should humbly 
seek to remain in the vine and to submit them
selves to all thatthe vine determines for them. 

-Mark Carner 
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Family Information 

Born Again !!! 

Aaron Barnhardt was baptized into Christ this 
pa:st Sunday by his father-, Tom Barnhardt. Way 
to go! We are proud of you Aaron. 

Joyful Noise 

Tonight we wi'll have the priviledge of hearing 
"The joyful Noise" once again. Three of the five 
members of the Noise are from Northland. Don 
Milnor, Mark Morris and Seth Black. Don't miss· 
this opportunity to invite your foends .and 

:, '',neighbors. Remember we begin at 5:30. 

Wedding Bliss 

On Sunday, October 2, Mark Goodwin and 
Rene Hargrose were married in a small private 
ceremony by Terry Moore at Mark's home. 

Servants Needed 

Brian and Brenda Mc;guire need help this 

Calendar 

October 
12 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7p.m. 
15 Girls Night Out, Der 'Dutchman 9:00 am 

See Cindi Gillespie For Details 
16 Northland Will Conduct Services at 

Willow Brook, 2:00 pm. 
16 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 
22 Area-Wide Singles Fellowship at Beth 

Tignor's Parents ~ouse In Zanesville. 
See Larry' Mclntre For Details. 

I 

1 November 
2 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7p.m. 
4+5 Willow Brook Craft Bazaar, See 

Robbie McVicker For Details 
5 Men's Breakfast, Old Country Buffet, 

Morse f\d. 8:00 am 
13 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
20 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 

4 

Contributions Attendance 

·Last Week $5566 Weds 137 

Saturday to put a l'.'lew roof on their house. If you Avg YTD $5171 Sun Class 139 

can-help, bring your tools and be there. Budget $6100 Sun AM 208 

_ Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Sun PM 150 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 

9: 30 am Ray Thome 
10:30-am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 

5.
30 

Baughman, John Bradl,ey, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
· pm Evange{ist: Terry Moore 

North.land Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Why I Follow Jesus 

I follow Jesus simply because I can't help it. His love for me, and rpy 
love for him impel me to follow him. That is what also impels me to 
write this story. It is a very personal story -not an intellectual knowledge 
that consists of "The Bible says this and_ that." 

I grew up on the east coast in an old-fashioned Presbyterian church 
. I 

and in a family in which the Bible was believed as the word of God, Je-
sus was proclaimed as both God and man, and we were expected to live 
by Jesus' -teachings 7 days a week, and not just attend church on .Sun
days. The Bible teaching at church and in our home was "long" on the 
Old Testament, the Gospels, and Acts, and "short" on the New Testa
ment letters. 

Most important was the fact that Jesus was made real for us in a vari-
ety of ways; he was not just a character in a book. We celebrated his 
birth through annual "white gift" ceremonies. Children put on plays, dur
ing Sunday School assemblies, with Jesus and others as characters. 
Benevolent acts were connected with Jesus. We talked about Jesus' strug- " 
gles as 'we11· as· his teachings and miracles, about Gethsemane as well as 
some of the reality connected with the trial and crucifixion, about his 
love for people who were considered unclean and unlovable, about his 
acceptance (even choice) of'a wide range of kinds of people as disciples 
and apostles. We talked a' .till about his.wishes for the way people should 
live: their ?ttitude toward God the Father, and their attitude and behavior· 
toward other people, and we applied those teachings to our own lives. 
We knew that when we saw Jesus, we saw the Father. .. 

As I grew older, my personal struggle did not come in connection 
with whether to follow Jesus' teachings about lifestyle. I never gave that 
up. It came around the question of the divinity" of Jesus and the existence 
of God. I was a thinker and a questioner of everything, and the matter of 
divinity got caught in that trap. It took many years to get some peace in 
that area, and during those years I sometimes sought God through widely 
divergent denomination9, and sometimes left God alone. I vacillated be
tween doubting the existence of God, because his. existence could not 
be "proven," and feeling a terrible aloneness and separation from Gotj, 
with no way that I knew about to reach him. Finally I accepted that not 
everything that exists can be seen or pointed to or proven, and that spme 

I 

. (Continued on page 2) 



(ConlinJedfrom page I) 

things must be known by their actions (like 
electricjty and the wind). 

Finally I accepted that the earth and all that 
is in it, the stars and the universe are much too 
complicated and wonderful to exists by chance 
evolution.1 and so there must have been acre
ator. I had to answer for myself the common 
question, "Was Jesus really ~ho he said he was, 
and not insane or a very good man and great 

I 

teacher?" My knowledge as a psychologist told 
me that he could not be an insane person - as 
some people said: he simply did not act like an 
insane person. I was forced, by process of elimi
nation, into accepting that' he was who he said 
he was - the Son of God. I was forced into ac
cepting that he endured the humiliation and 
pain (physical and psychological) of crucifixion 
because of'his deep love for God the Father, 
and forced into accepting that his life on earth 
was evidence of his love for people. I was 
forced into accepting that I personally am in
cluded in the people loved by God, as de-

1 

scribed in John 3: 16; to leave myself out of Joh~ 
3:16 would be presumptuous. I was forced into 
believing that I had not committed unforgivable 
sin; finally I had to admit that even m\y' concern 
about it was evidence of not being guilty of un
forgivable sin. 

In 1975 I welcomed baptism as the long
sought pathway across the chasm to God. As a 
result of Bible study, I had yearned, since ado
lescence, for baptism by immersion, but I did 
not know about any church that baptized by 
immersion until· 1975, when George and I stud
ied with Jack Gladwell, the preacher at the Ash
land (Ohio), Steele Avenue Church of C~rist. 
Then I saw, in my mind, a red sign, like and exit 
sign in a theater, flashing the words "Run, Don't 
Walk." Along with that mental sign was a feel-, 

ing of relief that said, "I've come home at last!" 

In 1978 George and I began work on setting 
up a Christian Counseling Ministry in Colum
bus. That ministry would be our way of saying 

-thank you to Father and Son, and a way of trans
mitting some of their love to people involved 
with the thorns of life and questions of faith. 
Now, because of age and other circumstances 
we can no longer be as active as we once were, 
but we still delight in doing what we can. 

I regard myself as a Thomas - in weakness, in 
earnestness, in the need to be convinced, in 
worship, and in willingness to take action con
sistent with my faith. To me, the most beautiful 
words in the Bible are those of Thomas after the · 
resurrection, when his doubt was satisfied, and 
he said, "My Lord, and my God." But to me the 
most helpful words are those of Jesus in Gethse
mane when he pleaded for the cup to be taken 
from him, and also said, "Not my will, but 
thine." Those are the words that, even before 
baptism, repeatedly got me through the tough 
times of my life. 

-Jane Wooster 

It is good to be tired and 
weary from fruitlessly 

seeking the true good,, so 
that one can stretch out 

one's arms -to the 
R'edee7Jll~r. 

-Blaise Pascal 

2 

61·owing In Christ 

LIVING IN THE VINE: 
A Study of John 15 

(Week Nine) 

''You are my friends if you do what I tell you. I 
no longer call you servants, because a servant 
doesn't understand what his master is doing. 
Instead, I have called you friends, since I have 
made known to you everything that I learned 
from my Father." (John 15:14-1 5) 

Do you more naturally picture yourself as Jesus' 
friend, or as his servant? Jesus says that, though 
our relationship with him is certainly not one of 
eq~als, he considers us much more to him than 
servants. We are his friends! Again we see the 
refutation of the falsely humble attitudes we of
ten indulge in; Jesus isn't impressed with believ
ers who constantly try to instill a feeling of 
pitiable servitude into our fellowship with Jesus. 

.If God's main goal was to have servants, he 
chose a silly way to fill that goal._ If he'd wanted 
beings who were primarily servants, he 
wouldn't have mad.e humans, with their free 
will and their abundant talent for blundering 
and rebelling. God could create perfect ser
vants for himself with a lot less trouble than we 
give him. Even to humans, imperfect friendship 
is more valuable than flawless servitude. It 
means much more to have a friend who Wflnts 
to be with us, despite whatever shortcomings 
our friend may have, than someone who serves 
us, be it ever so effectively, when we know that 
he/she has no personal concern for our well
being. 

-jP.sus rP.vP.als what hP. c.onsiders,to be the differ
ence in proper treatment of friends as opposed 
to servants. He wants us to know and under-
stand what he doe,s, what he wants, and wh~t he 
values. God and Jesus never intended for Chris
tianity to be based on the principle of "you don't , 
have to understand, just obey". Those believers 
who think that God wants obedience without 
understanding are proclaiming servanthood, not 
friendship, and such people are immature and 
ignorant in their faith. 

Yes, I am _aware that there are a handful of fools 
who take God's desire that we understand what 
we do and use it as an excuse for prolonged in
activity. That a few such people distort the truth 
is no excuse for the rest of Christendom to g9 to 
an opposite, and equally unhealthy, extreme. 
The church should learn the difference between 
being faithful and being reactionary. It is not 
"spiritual" to force yourself to do, teach, or 
"believe" things that you have·no real under
standing of. And, though people who live like 
this always seem to think that they are doing 
other people a real favor, what they are' really 
doing is making it a lot harder for others to get 
to know ~od, since they promote a distorted 
view of him that comes from human imagina
tion, not the Word of God as written by the 
Holy Spirit. 

The vine and its branches are one; the branches 
have been perfectly joined with the ·vine in pur
pose and means. The nature of things dictates 
that we spiritual branches be of the same mind 
and heart as the spiritual vine - that means he 
needs us to understand what it is all about. 

-Mark Carner 



Family Information Calendar 

Help !!! October 
16 Northland Will Conduct Services at 

The Food Pantry is _in need of the following Willow Brook, 2:00 pm. 

items, spaghetti (not sauce), peanut butter, jelly, 22 Area-Wide Singles Fellowship at Beth 

macaroni and cheese, canned fruit, paper Tignor's Parents House lo Zanesville. 

towels, beef stew. See Larry Mclntre For Details. 

' I 

News About frank November 
2 P.arents Support Group, E-44, 7p.m. 

' 4 + 5 Willow Brook Craft Bazaar, See / 

If you would like to follow news from Frank's Robbie McVicker For Details 

trip to Russia, we have been printing messages 5 Men's Breakfast, Old Country Buffet, 

from him 011 the back of wednesday's Morse Rd. 8:00 am . 
~announcements. 13 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
~· 18 Area-Wide Singles Ice Cream Fellowship 

•·.; Northland Annex 7:30 pm, See .. 
t~ ( 

The La'w And The Gospel Cheryl Green, or Vickie Cage 
20 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 

, . 

rec1eve the second. But look what people do! 
That which they cannot do, they want to do; 
that which they should qccept,. they don't want 
to believe!" ' 

Contributions 

Last \Veek 

AvgYTD 

-Martin Luther Budget 

,$4554 

$5156 

Attendance 

\Veds 175 

Sun Class 1 71 

Services 
Sunday Bible Swdy 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

$6100 Sun AM 303 

Sun PM 192 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton,' Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugehe Prince, 

9:30 am Ray Thome 
10:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 

5.30 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7 
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
• pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A Church With No Name 
Part One 

"The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch" (Acts 11 :~6). "Yet if any 
man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on 
this behalf" (I Peter 4:16). King Agrippa knew, when Paul had taught him, that if 
he were.to become what Paul was, he would be "a Christian" (Acts 26:28). The 
"New Name" God promised in the Old Testament for His people (Isaiah 62:2), 
the name they were to wear and in which they were to be saved was received 
and has been worn since it was first mentioned relating to the saved at Antioch 
in Syria. 

"Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved" - But the name of Jesus 
Christ (Acts 4: 12, 10). 

That gives us the name His people are to wear as individuals, singular an'd 
plural, but it doesn't suggest or authorize a name for Christ's church.·The chu'rCh 
is composed of Christians but nowhere in the Bible do we read of a "Christian 
Church." We must be guided in all thing by Colossians 3:17, which says, "And 
whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of (by the authority of) the 
Lord Jesus ... " That's not j ,ust a nice saying, that's a command of God. 

Jesus said unto Peter; "And upon this rock I will build by church; and the 
gates of Hades shall not prevail against it" (Matt. 16:18). 

As Christ said he woµld build His church, so did He. then He had Paul to 
pen these words about it: "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved 
the church, and gave Himself for it (her); ... that He might present it to H'imself a 
glorious church ... " (Ephesians 5:25-27). Yes, He built His church, then sanctified 
it, that He might present it fo Himself a glorious church-bride. But what name 
was His bride to wear? If Jesus established;' washed, sanctified and presented to 
Himself' a bride, what name do you think sh,e should wear? A Greek synonym · 
for "glorious" is "splendid." Christ made and prepared for Himself a glorious, 
splendid church-bride. So what name did He give to her - His church-bride? 

_ As we discuss this subject in a denominationally mixed group, one or more 
usual,ly will say, "It doesn't make any difference what name you wear." Is that 
true? Doesn't it make a difference? 

We humans know that it does made a difference when it comes to names. · 
When you sign a check/ it makes a difference. If you don't think so, please give 
to me ¥Our book of blank checks. When it comes to philosophies and persua
s'ions it makes a difference what name we are called. In political matters it 
makes a difference. If I am a Democrat, don't call me a Republican, Libertarian 
or Independent. Horses, dogs and cats know it makes a difference what name , 
they are called. If yo'u have a brother or a sister you know how importa'nt a 
name is. Just look on the Christmas gifts. When a sibling was called to do some 
unpleasant chore, did you know the· difference between thei~ name and yours? 
to carry this further would be ludicrous. 
' -Kenneth Free 



Our Serp;ants 

With his well-known enthusiasm, it's not a 
surprise that deacon John 'Bradfey is involved in 
the area of evangelism at Northland. 

Although evangelism includes many things, 
John's specific responsibilities are the Willow 
Brook Christian Home, outreach and 
Northland's small groups. 

At Willow Brook John is the contact person 
in coordinating the worship service~ that 
Northland prepares for the Home, while other 
ind iv id uals actually 
plan the service. 
Each Sunday, 
different churches in 
the Columbus area 
are in charge of the 
Willow Brook 
services, which 
gives Northland the 
opportunity to 
prepare the worship 
service about once a , 
quarter. 

John was also 
instrumental in 
helping to create the 
small groups two 
years ago, and currently he helps to keep the 
groups organized and follows-up with any 
group needs. 

A deacon for the past three years, he has 
always been active in the evangelistic projects 
of Northland - even before becoming a deacon. 

John grew up in Florida and finished medical 
school at the University of South Florida in 
Tampa. He had made the decision to become a 
Christian during his first year of medical school. 

After graduation, John found himself 
transplanted to Ohio as a surgical intern at Cas~ 
Western Reserve University. 

After-a year as a medical intern, John decided 
surgery wasn't for him a.nd moved to Columbus 
to work at OSU, which is the time he got 
involved at Northland. 

He eventually met Lora, who originally 
attended the Fishinger and Kenny Church of 
Christ, and the two have been married for seven 
years. John sees himself and Lora working as a 
team in everything. 

"Even when 
involved as a 
deacon, I'm not a 
separate person - the 
husband and wife 
work together. She's 
a great support in 
everything," he said. 

John is currently 
the medical director 
at the Ohio 
Reformatory for 
Women in 
Marysville. Lora; 
who attended OS U 

· in music, teaches 
. music here at the 

Central Ohio Christian School. 
They have a daughter, Adrienne, who is four 

years old. 

- Mary Hale Weaver 
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61·owi11g In Christ 

LIVING IN THE VINE: 
A Study of John 15 

(Week Ten) 

"You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
set you apart, so that you would go out and 
bear fruit, and so that your fruit would last, and 
so that the Father would give to you whatever 
you ask of him in my name. I am giving you 
these -instructions so that you love each other." 
(John 15:16-17) 

Again Jesus emphasizes the relative positions of 
vine and branches: the vine is the initiator; the 
vine made the choice to give life to the 
branches. At some point in our lives make a 
consci~us choice to fol low Jesus, butjesus says 
it wasn't any choice at all, simply an acceptance 
of reality and the truth. Deciding to become a 
Christian does not require good judgment, su
perior knowledge, or moral purity. Becoming a 
Ch.ristian simply means the choice of truth over 
lies, of heaven over hell, of life over death. Is 
that a choice that requires any outstanding qual
ity to make? Is it a choice' that is portrayed in 
the Scriptures as a difficult or time-consuming 
process? Or is it portrayed in the Scriptures as 
such an obvious response to the truth that it was 
generally ,'.nade immediately by anyone who 
had any spiritual awareness at all? 

The church weakens itself when it teaches that 
it is hard to become a Christian. We often in
dulge in this because it makes us feel more like 
our church is an exclusive club. Since we con
vince ourselves that merely becoming a Chris
tian is so hazardous and demanding, it is no 

wonder that we view the rest of the Christian life 
as so complicated and threatening. It is no won
der we do not bear much fruit, and no wonder 
that much of ·our fruit d,oesn't last. 

I 

None of the branches chose to grow forth from 
the vine, but the vine chose to give life to the 
branchE;s. You did not choose to be born physi
cally, and in reality you did not choose yourself 
to be born spiritually. You accepted what God 
and his Vine planned for you. Now rejoice in 
being part of their loving and glorious plans, in
stead of trying to convince yourself that you had 
such a tough choice to make so that you can 
take a I ittl e credit for it. 

And if you do accept your position in humility 
and thanksgiv
ing, you will find 
that your joy will 
increase and the 
fruit you bear 
will be not only 
more abundant 
but longer last
ing. Further, you 

None of the bran.ches 
chose to grow forth 

from the vine, but the 
vine chose to gi.ve life to 

the br:artches. 

will find it much easier to love the dther 
branches. (Do you see the connection between 
verse 16 and verse 1 7?) The branches that are 
still trying to take some credit for giving them
selves life are going to have a harder time trying 
to love, respect and appreciate the other 
branches. The branches that realize how fµlly 
dependent they are on the vine, even to the 
point of not having had anything to do with · 
their own birth, are going to have no problem 
loving the other branches. 

-Mark Garner 
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Family lnfo,.1natio11 
~ 

Food Pantry 

The food pantry is in need of the following 
items: canned fruit, canned juice, pancake mix, 
syrup, hot cereal, paper towels, cookies, canned 
corn. 

I 

... . 

Please Note ! 

If you have an event that needs to be put into. 
the bulletin calendar, please give it to Jack Evans 
or Mark Garner at least 2 w~eks before the 
event. ' 

' 

Daylight Savings Time 

Don't forget to set your clocks back, Saturday 
October 29th, before you go bed. 

\ I 

' 

Food For Thought 

Jesus said great things so simply that he seems 
not to have thought about them, and yet so 
clearly that it is obvious what he thought ab.out 
them. Such clarity together with such simplicity 
is wonderful. 

'Blaise Pascal 

Calenda,. 

October 
29 Dayljght Savings Time, Set Your Clock's 

Back Before You Go To Bed! 

November 
2 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7p.m. 
4 + 5 Willow Brook Craft Bazaar, See 

Robbie McVicker For Details 
5 Men's Breakfast, Old Country Buffet, 

Morse Rd. 8:00 am , 
13 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
18 Area-Wide Singles Ice Cream Fellowship 

Northland Annex 7:30 pm, See 
Cheryl Green, or Vickie Cage 

20 _ Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 

I 
December 

7 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7p.m. 
3 Men's Breakfast, Old Country Buffet, 

Morse Rd. 8:00 am 
11 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
18 ' Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $5501 Weds 159 

AvgYTD . $5164 Sun Class 146 

Budget $6100 Sun AM 283 

Sun PM 192 

Ser\tices 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9:30 am Ray Thorne 

10: 30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 

5.30 m Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt Lou 

7
:
00 

p Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
• pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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A Church 'With No Name 
Part Two 

No one in his or her right mind beli~ves there'"is nothing in a name. 

But what name did the Lord Jesus Christ give to His church-bride? the 
words, "church of Christ," are not a name. However, they do show own
ership. They certainly are distinctive. They make some designation and 
give a description-a verbal representation of the church. And though we 
do find the words "churches of Christ" in the New Testament (Romans I . 

16: 16), they are not given as the name of the Lord's church. When we 
hear the words, "church of Christ," we certainly know whose church is 
being considered. , ' 

The church set forth in the New Testament is not a denomination,
and though we have many word pictures of the church, it is never given 

I 

a name. , 
The word "church" is found in the New Testament about 118 times. 

Ninety-two of the 118 times it i;lppears simply as, "the church." The re
maining twenty-six times the word "church" is found, it has additional 
words with it showing possession. Still ho na·me for Jesus' church is 
given by God, Christ, the Holy Spi~it or. an inspired writer. Why is that' ·, 
thought to be incredible? When we read "the body, the church" ' 
(Colossians 1: 18), "His body's sake which is the church" (Colossians 
1 :24), "the church which is His body" (Ephesians 1 :22,23),_ "the house of 
God" and "church of the living God" (I Timothy 3:15), "church of the 
Firstborn" (Hebrews 12:23), and "churches of Christ" (Romans 16: 16), 
we must understand that "the church" is God''s, that Christ built her, 
sanctified her and has taken her as His body, His bride. Need.we be told . . 
whose name this bride is to wear? Certainly we may use any of these 
God-given terms of designation when referring to "the church," but . 
Christ did not name her, and dare anyo.ne be so presumptuous as to 
name the church-bride of our Lord. , 

Though the term "church of Christ" is not found in the New 'Testa
ment having reference to any singular congregation, it may be scrip
turally used, to show the church's ownership, but that is not a name. 

If a religious body gives itself a name, wears a name or has some term 
of designation not found in the New Testament, it cannot be the New 
Testament church. The church of Chri~t is siniply the church. It belongs 
to Him •and is nameless. , 

-Kenneth Free 



Back To Basics 
"Back to basics," a term heard on every hand 

in every setting, recalls something done at one 
time in history which is currently missing or 
neglected. In my opinion, insofar as today's 
Christian and his personal spiritual development 
are concerned; it is a term that expresses a real 
need. 

. Findley Edge, author of The Greening of the 
Church, describes the average church member as 
shallow and superficial in his understanding of 
what it means to be a Christian. The problem, he 
suggests, is acute to the point of being a major 
perversion of the Gospel, hindering god's purpose 
int he world. Edge notes that many believers 
sustain a superficial relationship with God, a 
superficial understanding of His nature and His 
work, and a superficial commitment to be 
involved in that work. 

Reflective study is no easy thing. Most of us are 
information seekers, studying only to cover a 
certain amount of material or to find a specific 
answer to a question. This appro51ch misses so 
much and, really, may miss it all by failing to 
experience God as life-giving and life-transforming 

1 through His Word. Our focus must be on changing_ 
what we are rather than merely what we know. 
This change through contemplative reading often 
brings the student to prayer, that second "basic" so 
essential to spiritual growth. 

Just as Bible reading must be more than calling 
words, prayer brought on by meditative reading is 
more than "saying" one's prayer. It is, rather1 an 
opportunity to yield and submit to God. With this 
kind of sincere praying, the Christian becomes 
<lWare of his unique relationship with the Father, 
understanding what Paul meant when he told the 
Athenians;· "He is not far from each of us" (Acts 
17:27). 

Drastic as these statements may seem, on the Once the special relationship is understood.and , 
~hole they are right on target. Our most pressing real prayer life unfolds, spiritual growth seems to 
need is for constant spiri tual renewal. We all must accelerate. George Knowlton, author of The Secret 
move beyond the point of anything superficial and ' of Positive Praying, says it is difficult to spend time 
to a spirituality that is more than religiosity or talking with God and not see the need of ridding 
outward pretense. oneself of such things .as pride, unkindness, self-

1 believe that there are two things that will indulgence and self-importarice! But.the growth 
provide the spiritual renewal we so desperately that comes through prayer is not just getting rid of 
need. We must re-emphasize Bible study and certain things. 
prayer - basics, if you please. There is a positive side to praying. Quiet time 

True spirituality begins when the individual with God helps the Christian wnderstand that 
lets himself be formed by Scripture. For this to inexhaustible resource of spiritual power at his 
become a reality, a daily encounter with Scripture disposal. As Knowlton says, "Prayer makes 
is necessary. In all of this, Scripture needs to be possible the solution of personal problems, 
seen as God's Word - a word that is life-givin·g and sometimes restores the sick, and always brings 
transforming. comfort to the dying." 

Please understand, what I mean by an Prayer-, coupled with Bible study, forms the 
encounter with the Word of God is far more than groundwork for all spiritual development. Turning 
reading words. It is the idea that God is speaking "back to the basics," we must continually 
to us through.His words. Perhaps the best way for emphasize these two fundamental resourc~s for 
this to happen is through slow, reflective reading. spiritual growth and maturity; 
Scripture should be approache<;I calmly and with -Carl McKelvey 
the full assurance of communion with God. 
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6rowing In Ch1·ist 

LIVING IN THE VINE: 
A Study of John 15 

(Week Eleven) 

"If the world hates you, remember that'it hated 
me first. If you belonged to the world, it would 
love you as its own; but you don't belong to the 
world, because I have called you out of it. Be
cause of this the world hates you. Remember 
what I told you: "a servant is not greater than 
his master'1• They persecuted me, so they will 
persecute you too; while those who paid atten
tion to what I said will pay attention to what 
you say as well." (John 15: 18-20) 

Jesus now brings up an unpleasant but unavoid
able fact. All would be well if the Christian life 
were only a matter of living in the vine and ac
cepting the gifts of life, security and peace. But 
there is a world outside the vine, hostile to the 
vine and to its branches. We cannot live with-

, out being affected by the world's attacks, nor 
can.we live indifferently to its own spiritual cri
sis. Our' response to this hostile world is indi
cated by knowing that we branches are one 
with the Vine. 

I 
Jesus calls us to make two important realiza-
tions: we are not of this world, and therefore 
this world will hate us. Jesus ca11didly sets forth 
the truth without apologizing for it or trying to 
make it sound better than it is. He warits us to a 
people of the truth, and to live in security ahd 
confidence because of the truth. ·1f he tried to 
make this world sound better than it is, he 
would be setting us up for false expectations 
and the frustration and faithlessness that 

follow them. 

We are neither part of this world nor friends 
with it. We are "aliens and strangers in the 
world"'(1 Peter.2:11) to whom this world has 
nothing of lasting value to offer. It is easy to <lC
cept the bask: facts, but we must reject as well 
the warped perspectives and values that rule the 
world. To escape the world's vise-like grip on 
our minds, we must not only reject the obvious 
problems that its confused inhabitants have -
crass.worship of perishable wealth and spineless 
surrender to lustful desires - but also reject its 
false standards and hypocritical principles. 

Pagans insist on setting their own standards rela
tive to whatever their present needs may be. 
God instead insists that there are absolute stan
dards of right and wrong that do not change de
pending on the needs of the moment. 'Pagans 
find it appropriate to give up any principle or
value that suddenly becomes either unpopular 
or inconvenient, and they call this "progress" or 
"growth". God calls for adherence to the truth 
even if it means worldly disgrace or dishonor. 

There has always been this struggle between 
God and the world . It is not our own time or 
place that has seen God rejected, it is all times 
and places that humans have lived on this 
planet. Our quest must not be for a mythical 
time or place when people had the right values. 
Our quest must be simply fo live. in the vine, the 
only reliable source of what is true and right. 

-Mark Carner 
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Fa1nily lnfo1·111ation Calendar 
' 

• ' . 
Youth Day November 

2 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7p.m. 

Sunday, November 6th is Youth Day. There will 4+5 Willow Brook Craft Bazaar See I 

be no classes. Worship will be at 9:30 a.m. and Robbie McVicker For Details 

youth day activities will follow. There will be a 5 Men's Breakfast, Old Country Buffet, 

pot luck in the annex. Morse Rd. 8:00 am 

. 6 Youth Day, Pot Luck In The Annex 
12 Bridal Shower For Jeanette McVicker 

Bridal Shower 2 p.m. See Bulletin Board For Details 
13 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

There will be a bridal shower for Jeanette 
18 Area-Wide Singles Ice Cream Fellowship 

McVicker on Saturday, November 12th at 2 
Northland Annex 7:30 pm, See 

p.m. See the bulletin board for details. 
Cheryl Green, or Vickie Cage 

20 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 

' 
Bible Class Calendar ' December 

Due to classes being cancelled for Youth Day 
7 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7p.m. 

on November 6, an extra week will be added to 
3 Men's Breakfast, Old Country Buffet, 

this q~arter's Sunday a.m. classes. The classes 
Morse Rd. 8:00 am 

will now go through December 18th. The 
10 Womens Cookie Exchange, 10 a.m. 

Wednesday classes will still go through 
At Lora Bradley's 

December 14th. 
11 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

, I 

Contributions Attendance 

food Pantry J Last Week $4475 Weds 150 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
Avg YTD $5148 Sun Class 188 

items: pancake syrup, tuna, jelly, coffee, beef Budget $6100 Sun AM 324 

stew. Your help will be greatly appreciated. Sun PM 152 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 

9:30 am Ray Thome 
10:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
S· 30 m Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7
:
00 

P Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
· pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

"1orthland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 4 7 5-0161 
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The ]Jest Way To Preach 
You shouldn't try to teach people using lofty, complicated words and 

1 
examples, which teach the average person nothing. The church is meant 
to receive everyone from little girls to old men - and to most of those 
people, lofty things are neither useful nor helpful. And even if they say of 
your teaching, "He sure said some clever things - what a skillful lesson!", 
if someone were to ask them, "what, then did he say?", they wouldn't 
know! You should teach people in black and white, in the simplest way 
possible, since even with simple, clear words it isn't easy for most of us 
to fully understand the truth. . 

Look how simply our Lord Jesus taught when he was in the flesh! In 
his illustrations he used vines, sheep, trees, and so forth - all in order that 
people could understand, take hold, and remember. 

It is a tough business to preach God's word, to do good for people, 
and to then suffer their ingratitude. But God ·considers it righteousness. 
Worldly people refuse to do good if they will have to suffer for it, but 
you are not subject to their rules. It isn't right th~t those who do good 
should suffer or be punished, when they should be thanked instead. But 
whoever will only do good when he knows he will be thanked and re
paid is not Christlike, he is worldly. 

So it is a tough and distressing business to do good and then receive 
evil for it without complaining, but with a humble heart we expect to re
ceive our reward from God. · 

-Martin Luther 

Matthew 13:3~35 

Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in 
parables; he did not say anything to them 

without using a parable. So was fulfilled what 
was spoken through the prophet: "I will open 

my mouth in parables, I will utter things 
hidden since the creation of the world." 



Our SerJ1ants 

When yo'u w.onder who's the 
mastermind behind the 'finances here at 
Northland, that would be deacon Brian 
Arnold. 

Brian's area of duty since he's been a 
deacon for the past two years is the church 
finances - no small order. He's in charge of 

· processing the financial doc.uments, . 
contributions and keeping track of the 
budget on the computer. 

a family-owned company that was passed to 
him eight years ago. It involves the sc:ilP.s 
and marketing of horticulture supplies· in ' 
Ohio, Kentucky and Western .Pennsylvania. 

"One side of running the business is 
financial, so that may be the reason why I 
fell into that position at the church," he said. 

Originally from Pittsburgh, Brian moved 
to Ohio because of the business and . 
became a Christian in 1981 through the 
college program with Tom Yoakum at 
Fishinger and Kenny. He met his wife Sandy 
at a Bible study there· and got married a year 

Although Pam 
Estep

1 
actually pays 

the bills, Brian 
oversees the 
financial reports, 
major expenditures 
and usually has an 
ear in when the 
elders are 
considering making 

-----------------...... later. 

a substantial 
purchase. His work 
load depends upon 
the time of year. I/ 

,. 

·!":i:::.:: 
·-;f'.)r~ 

Brian said Sandy 
supports him by 
taking care of their 
kids and household 
errands; while his 
duties as a deacon 
keep him involved. 
"There are many 

meetings which can 
take a lot of time, 
but'she's been very 
supportive and 
patient," he said. 
The Arnolds have "Sometimes 

there's a lot to do, ------------------· -·" two chi 1l~Jren, Emily, 
but sometimes there's not," he said. "When 
we get a system going on the computer, we 
can usually stay on top of things." 

Since he's the "computer guru", he 
soi:netimes gets involved with Jack 
Mauersberg and the newsletter - whether 
it's a printer problem· or desktop publishing. 

Brian was a likely candidate for the 
financial position since he runs a business -

10 and Evan, 7. 
-Mary Hale Weaver 
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Growing In Christ 

LIVING IN THE VINE: 
A Study of John 15 

(Week Twelve) 

"If the world hates you, remember that it hated 
me first. If you belonged to the worlc/, it would 
love you as its own; but you don't belong to the 
world, because I have called you out of it. Be
cause of this. the world hates ybu. Remember 
what I told you: "a setvant is not greater than 
his master". They persecuted me, so they will 
persecute you too; while those who paid atten
tion to what I said will pay attention to what 
you say as well. They will treat you in this way 
on account of me, because .they do not know 
the One whci sent ·me." (John 15:18-21) 

1 

Having made the decision to reject what the 
world offers so that we may joyfully remain in 
the vine, we must then prepare ourselves for the 
onslaught that the world in its paranoid fury will 
unleash on all who choose to reject it. Two 
things will help us to stand strong in the face of 
their attacks: the knowledge that the attacks 
came from weakness, nQt strength, and the 
knowledge that the attacks are not really di
rected at us but at the Vine, our Savior. 

The world's hatred of genuine Christian theol
ogy and morality does not come from the · 
world's power and its desire to preserve its 

_ powe~. Rather, when you see the persecution, 
ridicule, manipulation, and all the other deceit
ful and hateful ways that pagans have of trying 
to pull saved souls back into the darkness, these 
all come from their desperate desire to keep 

their weakness from being exposed. Those out
side of Christ do not really think that they have 
any 'real hope or purpose, so they delude them
selves (often; in the short run, very effectively) 
into thinking that they have some r~al meaning 
in their lives. Christianity reveals their fraud and 
provokes their hopeless anger. just realize this 
a11ger for what it is, and don't let them confuse 
yo,u into' thinking that they know something you 
don't. And your confident forbearance may just 
win one or two of them to the vine of life. 

Jesus also reminds Lis that the source of the con
flict comes not from our own personalities, ac
tions or decisions, but from him. Jesus once was 
here in the flesh - the world saw a man of flaw
less behavior, speech and morals. And what did 
they do to him? They tortured and murdered 
him, and ever since have tried to deny his exis
tence and his importance. Why should they 
treat you and me any differently? They don't 
even have much real concern for their fellow 
pagans, so we shouldn't expect them to have 
any concern for us. And why should we feel 
that we have any right to be treated better than 
our Master was? 

If you thoughtfully and prayerfully accept your 
position as a Christian in the world, denying nei
ther the world's threats to you nor your responsi
bility in it, q.nd remembering your home in the 
vine of life, you will go a long way towards 
making your short stay here less painful for you 
and perhaps invaluable to some of those who 
haven't yet joined us in the vine. 

-Mark Carner 
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Fa1nily lnfor1natio11 Cale11dar 

. 

I Bible Class Calendar November 
12 Bridal Shower For Jeanette McVicker, 

Due to Youth Day being postponed sunday 2 pm, See Bulletin Board For Details 

bible classes will go back to ending on 13 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

, December 11th. The Wednesday classes will 14 Girls Night Out, Spaghetti Warehouse, 
7 pm, See Cindi Gillespie for details still go through December 14th. 

18 Area-Wide Singles Ice Cream Fellowship 

- Northland Annex 7:30 pm, See 

I Abide In Christ Cheryl Green, or Vickie Cage 
20 Elders/Deacon Meeting,· E-42 8:00 am 

What nature does not love and connot perform, 
20 Baby Shower For Deanna Brown, 2 pm, 

grace will accomplish, and make to you a life of 
See Linda Chivington For Details 

joy and glory. Do you but yield up yourself to . 
Christ your Lord; t~e conquering power of His December I 

·incoming presence will make it a joy to cast out 3 Men's Breakfast, Old Country Buffet, 

all that before was most precious. Morse Rd. 8:00 am 

1 -Andrew Murray 7 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 pm 
~~ ... -:- 10 Womens Cookie Exchange, 10 am 

I 
' At Lora Bradley's 

. Baby Shower 11 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
- 18 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 

, 

theme is teddy bears and her color is country 
blue. See Linda Chivington for details or 
directions. 

Contributions 

Last Week $6712 

Attendance 

Weds 148 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening • 
Wednesday 

Avg YTD $5184 Sun Class 183 

Budget $6100 Sun AM 292 

Sun PM 138 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 

9:30 am Ray Thome 
10:30 am Deacons: Leon Abram~ Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
S· 30 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7 
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMast·ers 
· pm Eva11gelist: Terry Moore ~ ' 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Present 

We .never keep to the present. We recall the past; we anticipate 
the future as i'f we found it too slow in coming and were trying to 
hurry it up, or we recall the past as if to.stay its too rapid flight. We 
are so unwi·se that we wander about in times that do not belong to 
us, and do not think of the .only one that does; so vain that we · 
dream of times that are not and blindly flee the only one that is. 
The fact is that the present usually hurts. We thrust it out of sight 
because it distresses us, and if we find it enjoyable, we are sorry to 
see it slip away. We try to give it the support of the future, and 
think how we are going to arrange things over which we have no 
control for a time we can never be sure of reaching. 

Let each of us examine his thoughts; he will find them wholly 
concerned with the past or the future. We almost never think of 
the present, and if we do think of it, it is only to see what light it 
throws on our plans for the future. The present is never our end. 
The past and the present are our means, the future alone our end. 
Thus we never actually live, but hope to live, and since we are al
ways planning how to be happy, it is inevitable that we should 
never be so. 

Matthew 6:33-3~ 

But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things 

will be gi'lt'en to you as 'Well. 
Therefore do not worry about 

tomorrow, for tomorrow~will worry 
about itself. Each day has enough 

trouble of its own. 

-Blaise Pascal 



Our Servants 
Darrell Estep's responsibility as a deacon 

is the church building - the inside of the 
building, that is. 

While deacons Lou Lawrence and Beryl 
McMasters take care of the outside, or the 
grounds, parrell looks after the inside. 

"Basically I just keep i'nformed of what 
needs to be done and my brother David does 
a lot of the actual fixing,:' he said. Darrell's 
twin brother, David, is the janitor for both the 
church and the Central 
Ohio Christian School. 

Recently Darrell got 
estimates for fans 
installed in the annex 
and for lighting 
fixtures. He helped 
organize efforts to get 
the carpeting replaced, 
also. 

For most projects, 
he looks into what 
needs to be done, 
searches for the correct 
equipment at the best 
price before submitting 
the informatior:i to 
Brian Arnold, who 
handles the financing, 

Darrell has been ·a deacon for four years.
Originally, the building and grounds 
maintenance was handled by one c;leacon but 
the responsibility was divided into two areas 
several years ago . . 

B<;>rn in Charleston, West Virginia, he 
attended Freedhardaman College in 
Henderson, Ten.nessee to study forestry. After 

two years of school he got a summer job at 
Columbus Auto Parts and decided to stay - for 
15 years, in fact. 

After suffering through a lay-off, he worked· 
for General Electric for three years before the 
same thing happened again. Darrell then 
decided to try something different - something 
his wife had been doing for quite a while -
and. went into real estate. 

He took the required classes to become · 
qualified, and has been selling real estate for 
the past year along with Pam, who has been 
involved for 16 years. 

Darrell, who has been 
a Christian since he 
was ·12 years old, met 
his wife Pam, who was 
a member of 
Northland, through the 
bus ministry. Although 
Pam is originally from 
Washington, her 
mother and father 
moved the family here 
due to their work 
within the con,struction 
industry. 
They were married on 

June 22, f974. Pam ·is 
. actively involved'as a 

secretary here and often works with Brian 
Ar~old on computer issues and taxes. 

They have a daughter, Lindsey, who is l 1 
years old and in the sixth grade. · 

- Mary Hale Weaver 

2 

' 

6rowing In Christ 

LIVING IN THE VINE: 
A Study of John 15 

(Week Thirteen) 

If I had not come and spoken to them, they 
would not be held guilty, but now the y have no 
excuse fo r their sin. Whoever hates me also 
hates my Father. If I had not come and done 
things among them that no one else ever did, 
they wouldn't be held guilty of sin. But they . 
have seen.everything, and they still hate both 
me and my Father. Yet all these things fulfill 
what is writtefl in their own Law: "They hated 
me, without reason". (John 1 ) :22-25) 

God." If you think that is a reasonable attitude, 
then consider - what if you had a friend who 
"really, really believed" that 2 + 2 = 5? What if 
your friend sat down over and over again, trying 
to convince himself or fierself that 2 + 2 = 4, but 
it just didn.'t seem right? Would you talk about 
how "sincere" and "truthful " your fr iend was 
that he/she "just couldn ' t accept" that 2+ 2=4? 
I can 't tell you whether I'd feel sorrow; irritation, . 
or disdain for such a person if I ever met one, 
but I know I wouldn't feel respect. 

There are certaiinly many things in our lives that 
are gray areas where we.must settle for our best 
guesses at the !truth and must respect others' 
opinions. But there are many other facts in 
Christianity that are just as objective as 2 + 2 = 4, 
and we have no business making excuses for 
either ourselve$ or for others who don't want to 

. accept them. That there. is a God, that he will 
Here Jesus deals with the crucia l quest1?n of ac- judge the world, that there is a tremendous im-
co1.,mtability. On what grounds do~s a JUst G?d portance to whether we choose now to follow 
hold people respor:isible, to th e point of forfeit- him or not, thE~se are facts on which a believer 
ing their souls, for not followi ing him? He ha~ a must not waver. If you doubt them as they con
right so to do bec~use .his owr~ So~ calT)e ~o live · cern others, yo'.u might just as wel I doubt them 
among us and to live like usi l..Jod s Son did and as they concern yourself. 
said everything possible to set the record 
straight for all who are interested in knowing 
God. And ignorance is not an excuse (see Ro
mans. 3:21-26 and Acts 1 7:29··31 ); anyone in 
the.world wh6wants to find God can do so. 

Disbelief in eternal judgment is a fundamental 
problem in the church. Many believers claim to 
accept the Bible's teachings, but they betray, by 
their attitudes and detisions, that they have in 
their hearts rejected God's -.yairn ings and teach 
ings about heaven, hell, eternity, and judgment. 
Believers show weakness when they make fool
ish statements like "I can really respect someone 
who has studied it out and just can't believe in 

There aren't parallel universes to suit the prefer- · 
ences of each human. There isn't one universe 
for you where it is important to be a Christian, 
and another universe for your_pagan friends 
where they don't have to believe in God. There 
is just one universe, and each of us needs to- un- · 
derstand that every human lives in the one 
whe~e God reigns and where God calls for all 
humans to repent, follow him, and remain in the 
vine. 

-Mark Garner 

·3 



Fa1ni/y /11for1nation Calenda1· 
\ 

I Girls Night Out I 14 
November 

Girls Night Out, Spaghetti Warehouse, 

The next girl's night out will be November 14th · 7 pm, See Cindi Gillespie for det~ils 

at 7 pm, at the Spaghetti Warehouse. See Cindi · 18-19 Belpre Youth Rally, Please Register 

Gillespie for more Information. ·Today !!!, See Dave or Cheryl McDaniel, 
Leave from their house at 4:30 Friday 

I 
* * Chaperones Desperately needed * * 

I Food Pantry Needs I 18 Area-Wide Singles Ice Cream Fellowship 
Northland Annex 7:30 pm, See 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
I Cheryl Green, or Vickie Cage 

items: paper towels, kleenex, hand soap (bar or 
20 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 

liquid), cofee (smal~ or instant), tuna. 
20 Baby Shower For Deanna Brown, 2 pm, 

See Linda Chivington For Details · 
I I 

J Women's Cookie Exchange I 3 
December 

Men's Breakfast, Old Country Buffet, 

.·Come share the holiday spirit at the Women's 
Morse Rd. 8:00 am 

7 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 pm 
Cookie Exchange on Saturday, December 1 O at 
10:00 am at the home of Lora Bradley. See 

10 Womens Cookie Exchange, 1 O am 

bulletin board for information fliers and map. 
At Lora Bradley's 

Your hostesses are Lora Bradley, Betty Chappell 
11 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

and Cheryl Muir. The cookies will be distributed 
18 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 

to some of our elderly people and shut-ins. 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 

9:30 am Ray Thorne 
t 0: 30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
S· 30 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
· pm Evangelist: Teny Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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The Big Difference 

There is very little difference in people, but that little difference is atti
tude. The big difference is whether it is positive or negative. 

The principle is illustrated by the bride who lived with her husband in 
an army camp near the edge of the desert in California. Living conditions 
were primitive at best. The only housing they could find was a run-down 
shack near an Indian village. The heat was unbearable in the daytime -
115 degrees in the shade. The wind blew constantly, spreading dust and 
sand all over everything. The days were long and boring. Her only 
neighbors were the Indians, none of whom spoke English. Finally, when 
the loneliness and the wretched living conditions got the best of her, she 
wrote to her mother that she was coming home. In a short time she re
ceived a reply with these lines: 

"Two men looked out from prison bars, 
One saw mud, the other saw stars." 

I J ... 

She read the lines over and over again and felt ashamed. In the fol- ~ . 
lowing days she set out to make friends with the Indians. She learned · 
from them how to weave and make p~ttery. She became fascinated with ; 
their culture and history. She observed. the desert and soon it, too, be
came a marvelous place of beauty rath.er than desolate and forbidding. 

What had changed? Not the desert; not the Indians. Simply by chang
ing her own attitude she had transformed a miserable experience into a 
highly rewarding one. "Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it 
are the issues of life" (Prov. 4:23). 

Philippians 4:8 ' 

Douglas F. Parsons 
Broad Street Banner 

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, 
whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is admirable - if anyth.ing is 
·excellent or praiseworthy -- think 

about such things. 
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Our Ser11ants 

Although his specific duties as a deacon 
include special projects and the nursery, 
Greg Hunt 'said he can find himself helping 
out with whatever comes up here at 
Northlar,id. 

He takes care of the nursery needs -
making sure it has an the necessary supplies 
and enough people to 
volunteer - while Chip 
Evans actually oversees it. 

His involvement with 
the special projects can 
find him in a wide range 
of activities, from the 
recent bond issue to 
coordinating th.e painting 
of the annex. He's also 
helped produ~e the 
Sunday morning, 
Northland newsle,tter. · 

Greg has always been 
· involved with special 

projects as long as .he has 
been a deac:on. 

,He grew up in Columbus attending . 
Brookhaven High School, where he met
Kathy, ·now his wife. 

One day during lunch at school while 
Greg was a sophomore, he saw Kathy j n the 
cafeteria lynch line. He approached and 
informed her that she would someday be 
his wife ar~d the rest is history. The two 

. I . 

have now been married for 12 years. 
Greg attended the Columbus Technical 

Institute while Kathy went to the Columbus 
College of Art and Design. 

He currently works for Drug Emporium -
a job that requires him to travel quite a bit 
to decide what items the stores wi 11 
advertise, carry and sell. Greg tries to 
schedule his travels :arpund the class 
schedule and other important events at 
Northland. 

Kathy is the art teacher here at the 
Central Ohio Christian School. 

Since he was twelve 
years old, Greg attended 
the'Linden Church of 
Christ before becoming a 
member at Northland 
about five years ago. 

Kathy grew· up in the 
Catholic church and'was 
converted soori after they 
were married. 

The Hunts are also 
active i'n the small .groups. 
They have a group which 
meets at their home on 
Tuesday evenings. 

They have three 
c;:hildren -·all of whom attend CQCS. Natalie 
is ·11, Nathan,' 8 and Nina, 6. 

- Mary Hale Weaver 
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61·owing In Christ 

LIVING IN lHE VINE: 
A Study of John 15 
, , (Week Fourteen) 

)'I'm 'going to send the Helper to you. He 
comes from the Father - he is the Spirit of truth 
who goes 9ut from the Father - and when he 
comes, he will testify about me. A(1d you shall 
also testify, becau_se you have been with me · 
sinc.=:e the beginnini 11 (John 15:-26-27) 

As we finish our study, we see Jesus introducing1 

the topic of his next great lesson - his explana
tion of .the Holy Spirit. The lessons on the Spirit 
in John 16 are an outgrowth of the vine lessons 
in John .15. The vine illustration teaches the 
oneness Jesus wants us to have with him;' the 
promise of the Spirit explains exact.ly how Jesu.s· 
will make the ideal a reality. Since Jesus left the 
ear.th; believers have not had a physical vine to 
attach themselves to, so Jesus has1sent instead 
his Spirit to live in the hearts of those who ac
cept him, to make living in the vine a reality . . 

The Spirit testifies abo~t Jesus to us and he also · 
helps_us testify about Jesus to others. But this 
only holds true if we understand who hE; is. In 
the Spirit we find the _same priorities as in the 
illustration of the vine. The empha.sis of the 
Spirit is on life, security, and above all remain
ing in God; and the Spirit's main role is to pro- • 
mote these things. Whatever external changes 
result are the outgrowths of his primary mission, 
they are not the primary mission itself. In fact, 
the Spirit helps us to makethe most lasting and 
satisfying changes when our main concern is to 
re~ain with the One who sent him. When we 

take the focus off of our desperate desires to do 
righteous things, and channel our efforts into re
maining in God's gradous love, the Spirit's con
tinual gift of life will overflow into all a'reas 6f 
our thought and behavior. 

Note also the priority that Jesus gives to~ 
lng, an important part of the.Spirit's role. Natu
rally the branches are ·expected to testify about 
the vine they belong tci. The branches will h~ve 
the Spirit to help, and the branches will be 
pleas~d t~ testify if they have the right kind of 
relationship to the vine. 

The branches are expected to testify about the' 
vine, not the other branches. _ Too many Chris
tians think that "evangelism" means talking 
about their church, inviting unbelievers to Chris
tian activities,,expounc!ing on New Testament 
doctrines, and the like. While there comes a 
time when believer~ must discuss such things 
with those who are seeking the truth, these 
things are not genuine evangelism. Read 
through the lessons taught to unbelievers by our 
brothers in the book of Acts. Make note of the 
few key things they mention again and again. 
You'll see that not once do they say "our church 
is really exciting", "how about coming to a Bible 
~tudy next Tuesday", or "the Pharisees aren't 
teaching baptism correctly". Instead they tal·ked 
about things like the resurrection, the.certainty 
of God's judging the world, and other topics 
that relate directly to the vine, not to the. 
branches. Let's do the same. 

-Mark Carner 
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Fa111ily Information 

Food Pantry 

Food Pantry needs are: paper towels, kleenex, 
hand soap (bar or liquid), coffee (small or 
instant), tuna. 

Baby Shower 

There will be a baby shower for Deanna Brown 
at her home on November 20th at 2 p.m. Her 
theme is teddy bears and her color is country 
blue. See Linda Chivington for details and 
directions. 

Food For Thought 

"What claim have we to vaunt a superior 
civilization to (the middle ages)? We are sunk in 
a barbarism all the deeper because it is tolerated 
by moral lethargy and covered with a veneer of, 
scientific conveniences." 

-Winston Churchill 

Calenda1· 

November 
20 Baby Shower For Deanna Brown, 2 pm, 

See Linda Chivington For Details 

December 
3 Men's Breakfast, Old Country Buffet, 

Morse Rd. 8:00 am 
7 Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 pm 
10 Womens Cookie Exchange, 1 d am 

At Lora Bradley's 
11 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
18 Elders/Deacon Meeting, E-42 8:00 am 

. 

Please Note !! 
If you have an announcment or event 
that needs to be put in the bulletin, 
please give it to Mark Garner or Jack 
Evans, or put it in one of their boxes at 
least 2 weeks before the event. 

Contributions Attendance 

last Week $4010 Weds 133 

Avg YTD $5158 Sun Class 158 

Russia $270 Sun AM 236 

Avg Ytd $268 Sun PM 124 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders: Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep; Eugene Prince, 

9:30 am Ray Thome 
10:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
S· 30 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7 
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
• pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Lessons From Psalms 
(Part Three - continued from September) 

"Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you" (1 'Peter 5:7) 

In our previous lessons on Psalms, we learned that we can be confident 
that God listens and that he answers when we call on him in prayer. 
Sometimes we think that God will not hear us because we have fallen 
short of his standards for holy living. But we must remember that God 
has forgiven us, and he will listen to us. When facing problems, trials, 
sufferings, and death, we may feel like giving up in despair. But God is 
all the hope we need, because he promises to be a shield to protect us. 

God gave us th.e Bible to reveal Christ' to ,us. Throughout the Old Testa
ment, in the Psalms and elsewhere, God uses the prophets and other in
spired writers to foretell the coming of Jesus Christ as the Messiah. In the 
New Testament, through the Holy Spirit, we recognize that Christ is the 
fulfillment of these prophecies. We should read the Bible prayerfully 
each day. Along with strengthening our faith, daily reading of the Scrip
tures will give us help, strength, guidance, comfort, hope, and love. 
From early childhood, we have been taught (or conditioned) to respond 
to certain situations in certain ways - and our ways of response have not 
always been pleasing to God. When this happens, it limits God, so our 
thoughts must be in agreement with his thoughts if we are to become 
spiritual and to have life and peace. 

"God opposes the proud but gives 
grace to the humble. Humble 

yourselves, therefore, under God's 
mighty hand, that he may lift you up 
in due time. Cast all your anxiety on 

him because he cares for you. " 
1 Peter 5:6-7 

-Bob Hen!Y 



Ou1· SerJ1ants 
, Benevolence is an area of responsibility 

shared by several deacons here at Northland, 
and one of those deacons is Jack Mauersberg. 

Along with deacon Lynn Champney, Jack's 
most specific duty is the food pantry - a project 
he's been involved with since it's beginning 
three years.ago. 

The food pantry includes many different 
details. Jack said there are three main methods 
to collect food for the pantry. Most of the food 
is purchased inexpensively from the Mid-Ohio · 
Food Bank, some is 
donated from church 
members, and Jack and 
his wife Joan· will pick 
up perishable items like 
margarine and eggs. 

Before the Northland 
food pantry opened 
shop, Jack helped 

· research the entire 
process. He and Joan 
volunteered at a local 
Lutheran food pantry to 
see how it was managed 
to use as a model for 
creating the Northland 
food pantry. He credits 
Joan with contributing a 
great deal to helping with the pantry today, 
including planning menus and creating need 
lists. 

In an effort to help families with more than 
just their food needs, Jack is currently looking 
into the options available for various types of 
agencies that aid financially strained families. 

Jack's responsibilities have changed over his 
past five years as a deacon. In the past, he's 

handled records - including attendance and 
financial records. He also coordinated the 
Northland Member Directory for several years 
before focusing primarily on the food pantry. 

Originally from Pittsburgh, Jack retired in 
1988 from the State of Ohio Welfare 
Department (now titled Human Resources). 

When he graduated in engineering from the 
Carnegie Institute of Technology in 1950, it was 
difficult to find a job so he decided to attend 
Cornell for graduate schooL 

After a year, however, jobs began to open up 
with the start of the Korean War, and he took a 
position with an engineering consulting firm at 

Don Scott Field which 
- "'! moved him to Columbus. 

~t:;,~; Due to his profession, 
~f',, Jack didn't stay in town 
"ts1 long but made brief stops 

in both St. Louis and 
Tennessee before 
returning to Columbus for 
good in 1953. 

He met Joan at the 
Fishinger and Kenny 
Church of Christ (at that 
time the Seventh Ave. 
Church), and in 1957 
they married. The two 
began to attend 
Northlan'd in 1985. 

They have two children 
and two grandchildren. 

- Mary Hale Weaver 
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Family Fun Northland Name Search # 1 

In the diagram below, the names listed below are hidden. They could be forwards, backwards, up, 
down or diagonally in the diagram. As you find them, shade in the letters you use (some letters will 
be used as part of more than one name). There will be 42 unused letters, an<;l they will spell out a 
secret message that will reveal a little known fact about qne of North land's members. 

BRIAN ARNOLD , DOROTHY DUNCAN JIM ROBBINS JANE WEST 
JOE BAROZZINI PAM ESTEP TANYA ROBERTS MARK WHERRY 
ADRIENNE BRADL~Y MIKE GALE NORMA STAFA JEROME WILLIS 
DEANNA BROWN LARRY MCINTYRE TODD TENNEY JANE WOOSTER 
TIM DAYi DAN'IEL MOORE EMILY THORNE RITA YOUNG 

J L I JAN E W 0 0 S T E R N'C 

0 AD R I E N N E B R A D L E Y 

E R 0 L E M I L Y T H ·0 R N E E 

B R I A N A R N 0 L D E L J A N 

A Y E T G Y E 0 L 0 R R A I F J:\J" 

R M 0 R A P R A B 0 L N L W A E· 
• 

0 C T A N Y A R 0 B E R T S T T 

z I I J E R 0 M E W I L L I S D 

Z N M A S K L U E H N N 0 W A D 

I TD NAE s SN'S W T , S HM 0 

N 1Y A E I ET UC G
1
T K HR RT 

·r RY NM I K E G A L E R E 0 Q 

D E A N N A B R 0 W N U P A N E 

ED 0 R 0 THY DUN .CA N' M N 

The Secret message, and a new puzzle, will be in the bulletin next week. -Mark ~arner 

3 



Fa1nily lnfor1nation 

Family F.un 
Last Week's secret message: In College, Lori 
Oral I was known as "The Euchre Queen" 

Women's Cookie Exchange 
Come Share The Holiday Spirit at the Women's 
Cookie. Exchange on Saturday, December 10 at 
10:00 am at the home of Lora Bradley. See 
bulletin board for information fliers and map. 
Your hostesse·s are Lor.a Bradley, Betty Chappell 
and Cheryl Muir. The Cookies will be 
distributed to some of our elderly people and 
shut-ins. 

Congratulations ! 
Leisha Evans gave birth to a baby boy, Joshua 
Aaron. 1 O lbs, lonce on. Wednesday. 

Thank You 
For my mother Doris Stone, I wish to thank 
everyone for the kindness and prayers you have 
given my mother, Doris Stone, in her battle with 
cancer. They are deeply appreciated. She is 
holding her own pretty good, so keep praying 
for her. Thank You, Carol Sheaf. 
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Cale11da1· 

December 
Men's Breakfast, Old Country Buffet, 
Morse Rd. 8:00 am 
Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 pm 
Womens Cookie Exchange, 1 O am 
At Lora Bradley's 
Leadership Meeting, 1105 Shrock Rd., 
9:00 am - 1 :00 pm 
Celebration Of Jesus Birth 

January 
A New Year To Serve Our Lord! 

-

Please Note !! 
If you have an announcment or event 
that needs to be put in the bulletin, 
please give it to Mark Garner or Jack 
Evans, or put it in one of their boxes at 
least 2 weeks before the event. 

Contributions · . Attendance 

Last Week $4364 Weds 127 

AvgYTD $5159 Sun Class 147 

R'ussia $255 Sun AM 285 

Avg Ytd $267 Sun PM 128 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service . 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesda~ 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9:30 am Ray Thorne 

t 0:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 

5.30 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
• pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Abide .Jn Christ 
All You Who Have Come To Him 

I . 

"Corne unto me." - Matt. 6:28 
"Abide in me." - John 5:4 

It is to you who have heard and hearkened to the call, "Come 
unto me," that this new invitation· comes, "Abide in me." The mes
sage comes from the same loying Saviour. You doubtless have 
never repented having come at His call. You experienced that His 
word was truth; all His promises He fulfilled; He made you partak
ers of the blessings and the joy of His love~ Was not His welcome 
most hearty, His pardon f~ll and free, His love most sweet and 
precious? You more than once, at_your first coming to Him, had 
reason to say, "The half was not told me." 

And yet you have had to complain of disappointment: as time 
went on, your expectations were not re.alized. The blessings. you 
once enjoyed were lost; the love and joy of your first meeting with 
your Savioµr, instead ,of deepening; have become faint and feeble. 
And often you have wondered what the reason cou Id be, that with 
su-ch a Saviour, so mighty and so loving, your experience of salva
tion should not have been a fuller one. 

The answer is very simple. You wandered from Him. The bless
ing He bestows are all connected with His "Come to Me," and are 
only to be enjoyed in close fellowship with Himself. You either 
did not fully understand, or did not rightly remember, that the call 
-meant, "Come to me to stay with me." And yet this was in very 
deed His object and purpose when first ·He called you to Himself. 
·It was not to refresh you for a few short hours after your conver
si~n with the joy of His love and deliverance, and then to send 
you forth to wander in sadness and sin. He had destined you to 
something better than a short-lived blessedness, to be enjoyed 
only in times of special earnestness and prayer, and then to pass 1

' 

away, as you had to return to those duties in which far the greater 
(Continued on page 2) 



(Continued from page 1) 

part of life has to be spent. No, indeed; He 
had ,prepared for you an abiding dwelling 
with Himself, where your whole life and 
every moment of it might be spent, where 
the work of your daily life might be done, 
and where all the while you might be en
joying unbroken communion with Himself. 

It was even this He meant when to that 
first word, "Come to me," He added th\s, 
"Abide in me." As earnest and faithful, as 
loving and tender, as the compassion that 
breathed in that blessed "Come," was the 
grace that added this no less blessed 
"Abide." As mighty as the attraction with 
which that first word drew you, were the 

I 

bonds with which this second, had you but 
listened to it, would have kept you. And as 
great as were the blessings with which that 
coming was rewarded, so large, yea, and 
much greater, were the treasures to which 
that abiding would have given you access. 

And observe especially, it was not that 
He said, "Come to me and abide with me," 
but, "Abide in me." The intercourse was not 
only to be unbroken, but.most intimate and 
complete. He opened His arms, to press 
you to His bosom; He opened His heart, to 
welcome you there; He opened up all His 
divine fullness of life and love, and offered 
to take1 you up into its fellowship, to make 
you wholly one with Himself. There was a 

·depth of meaning you cannot yet realize in 
His words: "Abide in me." 

And with no less earnestness than He 

had cried, "Come to me," did He plead, had 
you but noticed it, "Abide in me." By every 
motive that had induced you to come, did 
He beseech you to abide. Was it the fear of 
sin and its curse that first drew you? the par
don you received on first coming could, 
with 'all 
the bless-
ings flow
ing from 
it, only 
be con
firmed 
and fully 
enjoyed 
on abid-

11And why do you worry 
about clothes? See how the 

lilies of the field gr:ow. 
They do not labor <Jr spin. " 

Matthew 6:28 

ing in Him. Was it the longing to know and 
enjoy the Infinite Love that was Galling you? 
the first coming gave but single drops to 
taste-'tis only the abiding that can really sat"' 
isfy the thirsty soul, and give to drink of the 
rivers of pleasure that are at His right hand. 
Was it the weary longing to be made free 
from the bondag~ of sin, to become pure 
and holy, and so to find rest, the rest of God 
for the soul? this too can only be realized as 
you abide in Him - only abiding in Jesus 
gives rest in Him. Or if it was the hope of an 
inheritance in glory, and an everlasting 
home in the presence of the Infinite One: 
the true preparation for this, as well as its 
blessed foretaste in this life, are granted 
only to those who abide in Him.' In very 
truth, there is nothing that moved you to 
come, that does not plead with thousand
fold greater force: "Abide in Him." 

- Andrew Murray 
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Fa1nily F11n Northland Name Search # 2 

Find the names listed below. They could be forwards, backwards, up, down or diagonally. As you 
find them, shad~ in the letters you use (some will be used more than once). The 31 unused letters 
will spell out a secret message that reveals a little known fact about one of Northland's members. 
(Puzzles by Mark Garner) 
CARMEN ALLEN AL COATE . LOWELL KISSINGER TED SZAJNA 
KALEE BARN HARDT TOM FOGEL MARK MORRIS SADICKA THOMAS 
DEAN BRAGG CHERYL GREEN BUPHENIA NICHOLS RAY THORNE 
ROB BROWN LARRY HARRIS KYTHRIE SILVA BO WEAVER 
KAREN BUSH BOB HENRY 4 TAD STEVA AKILI YATES 
BETTY CHAPPELL ROGER HORNBAKER DORIS STONE 

L S L 0 H C I N A I N E H P U B 

0 H R C H E R Y L G R E E N 0 E 

W S T E D S Z A J N A P G W H T 

E U I L K S T 0 M F 0 G E L M T 

LB TE T 1 A 0 CL A A A A A E Y 

L N W 0 R B B 0 R R V R R V N C 

K E A F A S R N B E R K E E R H 

I RB 0 B HENRY M'A LT 0 A 

S A D I C K A T H 0 M A S S H P 

S K A L E E B A R N H A R D T P 

I F I R D S R R T N A R M A Y E 
/ 

N E I D 0 R I s ·s T . O NET AL . 

GAV L I S E I R H T Y K G R L 

E S W S E T A Y I L I KA A 0 L 

R T C A R M E N A L L E N E R R 
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Family /11fo17natio11 

Women's Cookie Exchange 

Come share the holiday spirit at the Women's 
Cookie Exchange on Saturday, December 1 O at 
10:00 am at the holT)e of Lora Bradley. See 
bulletin board for information fliers and map. 
Your hostesses are Lora Bradley, Betty Chappell 
and Cheryl Muir. The cookies will be distributed 
to some of our elderly people and shut-ins. 

Holiday Potluck 

There will be a potluck on Sunday, December 
18th after morning worship. Ham and turkey 
will be provided. Bring a dish to accompany the 
ham and turkey and a festive d_essert. 

,. 

Christianity 

Christianity is strange; it bids man to recognize 
that he is vile, and even abominable, and bids 
him want to be like God. Without such a 
counterweight his exaltation would make him 
horribly vain or his abasement horribly abject. · 

-Blp.ise Pascal 

7 
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Calenda1· 

December 
Parents Support Group, E-44, 7 pm 
Womens Cookie Exchange, 1 O am 
At Lora Bradley's 
Leadership Meeting, 1105 Shrock Rd.,. 
9:00 am - 1 :00 pm. This will replace the 
normally scheduled meetings for the1 

month of December. 
Holiday Potluck After Morning Worship. 
Reg1,1lar children and teen classes. 
Adults in auditorium for special class. 
Regular children classes. Adults and 
teens in auditorium for devotional. 
No Bible classes or evening worship. 
Morning worship 10:30 am until 12:00. 
No classes. Everyone ·in auditorium for 
devotional. 

January 
'A New Year To Serve Our lord! 
Regular classes and worship schedule 
resumes. 

• 

Contributions ' Attendance 

last Week $5400 Weds 148 

AvgYTD $5164 Sun Class 131 

Russia $262 Sun AM 292 

Avg Ytd $262 Sun PM . 130 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study · 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9: 30 am Ray Thorne 

Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

10: 30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams,, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 
S· 30 m Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7 
:
00 

p Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
• .pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Chur.ch of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Abide In Christ 
All YOU WHO HAVE COME TO HIM 

(Part Two) 
"Come unto me." - Matt. 6:28 

"Abide in me." - John 15:4 

I 

"You did-well to come; you do better to abide. Who would, after 
seeking the King's palace, be content to stand in the door, when he is 
invited in to dwell in the King's presence, and share with Him in all the 
glory of His royal life? Oh, let us enter in and abide, and enjoy to the full 
all the rich supply His wondrous love hath prepared for us! 

And yet I fear that there are many who have indyed come to Jesus, 
and who yet have mournful.ly to confess that they know but little of this 
blessed abiding in Hi~. With some the reason is, that they never fully 

_ understood that this was the meaning of the Saviour's call. With others, 
that though they heard the word, they did not know that such a life of 
abiding fellowship was possible, and indeed within their reach. Others 
will say that, though they did believe that such a life was possible, and 
seek after it, they have never yet succeeded in discovering the secret of 
its ~ttainment. And others, again, alas! will confess that it is their own un
faithfulness that has kept them from the enjoyment of the blessing. When 
the Saviour would have kept them, they were not found ready to stay; 
they were not prepared to give up everything, and always, only, wholly 
to abide in Jesus. 

To all such I come now in the name of Jesus, their Redeemer and 
mine, with the blessed message: "Abide in me." In His name I invite 
them to come, and for a season meditate with me daily on its meaning, 
its lessons, its claims, and its promises. I know how many, and, to the 
young believer, how difficult, the questions are which suggest them
selves in connection with it. There is especially the question, with its var
ious aspects, as to the possibility, in the midst of wearying work and con
tinual distraction, of keeping up, or rather being kept in, the abiding' 
communion. I do not undertake to remove all difficulties; this Jesus 
Christ Himself alone must do by His Holy Spirit. But what I would fain 
by the grace of, God be permitted to do is, to repeat day by day the Mas
ter's blessed command, "Abide in me," until H enters the heart and find a 
place there, no more to be forgotten or neglected. !'would fain that in the 
light of Holy Scripture we should meditate on its meaning, until the un
derstanding; that gate to the heart, opens to apprehend something of 
what it offers and expects. So we snail discover the means of its attain
ment, and learn to know -..yhat keeps us from it, and what can help us to 

' (Continued on page 2) 



(Continued/ram page I) 

it. So we shall feel its claims, and be compelled 
to acknowledge that there can be no true alle
giance to our King without simply and heartily 
accepting this one, too, of His commands. So 
we shall gaze on its blessedness, until desire be 
inflamed, and the will with all its energies be 
roused to claim and possess the unspeakable 
blessing. 

Come, my brethren, and let us day by day 
set ourselves at His feet, and meditate on this 
world by His, with an eye fixed on Him alone. 

"'R . . d T . ··zz Let us set emazn zn me, an Wt ourselves in 

remain in you. No branch quiet trust 

can bear fruit by itself; it bef_o_re Him, 

must remain in the vine. waitin~ to 
. · • hear His 

Neither can you bear fruit holy voice -

unless you remain in me." the sti 11 

-John 15:4' small voice 
that is 

mightier than the storm that rends the rocks -
breathing its quickening spirit within us, as He' 
speaks: "Abide in me." The soul that truly hears 
Jesus Himself speak the word, receives with the 
word the power to accept and to hold the bless-
ing He offers. ' 

And it may please Thee, blessed Saviour, in
deed, to speak to us; let each of us hear Thy 
ble?sed voice. May the feeling of our deep 
need, and the faith of Thy wondrous love, com
bined with the sight of the wonderfully blessed 
life Thou art waiting to bestow upon us, con
strain us to listen and to obey, as often as Thou 
speakest: "Abide in me." Let day by day the an
swer from our heart be clearer and fuller: 
"Blessed Saviour, I do abide in Thee." 

-And.rew Murray 

Please Note 

Please note the schedule the elders have 
prepared for worship and classes for December 
and January. 

The Fall Quarter adult Bible classes will 
conclude on Wednesday, December 14. The 
1994 year-end schedule will be as follows: 

Sunday, December 18: 
Regular children and teen classes at 9:30 

a.m. Adults in auditorium for special class. 

Wednesday, December 21: 
Regular children (through 5th grade) classes. 

Teens and adults in auditorium for devotional. 

Sunday , December 25: 
No Bible classes or evening worship. 

Morning worship from 10:30 am until 12:00. 

Wednesday, December 28 
No classes. Everyone (children, teens, adults) 

in auditiorium for devotional. 

Sunday, January 1, 1995 
Regular classes and worship schedule 

resumes. 

Wednesday, January 4 
Adults in audhorium for presentation of 

Winter Quarter classes. 

-The Elders 

I 
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Family Fun O.T. Character Search 

Find the names listed below. They could be forwards, backwards, up, down or diagonally in the diagram. As 
you find them, shade in the letters you use (some letters will be used as part of more than one name). There will 
be 22 unused letters, and they will spell out the names of three more characters - see if you know what significance 
there is to this hidden trio. (If there are any characters in the list that you don't know, see if you can find them in 
the Bible too.) 

AARON DINAH JEHOIACHIN ORPAH 
ABEL EBED-MELECH JEHOSHAPHAT REHO BO AM 
BAAS HA ESTHER JONAH 

. 
TERAH 

BATHSHEBA HAMAN JOSEPH TIGLATH-PILESER 
CALEB HANNAH LAMECH ZIP PO RAH 
DANIEL ISAIAH LEAH 
DEBORAH ISRAEL NEBUCHADNEZZAR 

R E S E L I P H T A L G I T 

H' A R 0 B E DA Z AL J RA 

C A L E B J N I L A M E C H 

E H E H A N 0 J I A A H B P 

LAH L .E AR S I L 0 0 A A 

E .P H T E R A H E M B I T H 

M R I S E I A I s P 0 A.HS 

D 0 H H A N N A H A H C S 0 

E E T H I A L H A A E H H H 

B S N D D A B N M I R I E E 

E A Z I P P 0 R A H H N B J 

N E B U C H A D N E Z Z A R 
The significance of the hidden names, and a new puzzle, will be in next week's bulletin. 
(Last week's secret message: Phil Stafa's real first name is Walter.) 

-Mark Garner 
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Fa111ily Information Cale11dar 

Congratulations !! 
December 

Ryan and Chasity Wilbur were baptized this past 118 
week. Praise God. · 18 

Holiday Potluck After Morning Worship. 
Regular children and teen classes. 
Adults in auditorium for special class. 
Regular children classes. Adults and 
teens in auditorium for devotional. 

Holiday Potluck 

There will be a potluck on Sunday, December 
18th after morning worship. Ham and turkey 
will be provided. Bring a dish to accompany the 
ham and turkey and a festive dessert. 

Answer To Last Week's Puzzle 
I 

Last week's hidden names were: Azariah, 
~Mishael, and Hananiah. See Daniel 1: 1-17 for 

. -their significance. 

Food Pantry Needs 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items: instant coffee (small jars), jello, kleenex, 
pancake mix, pancake syrup, hot cereal. Thanks! 

COCS H.oliday Concert 

COCS invites you to their annual Holiday 
Concert on Thursday, December 15th at 
7:30pm in the.auditorium. All the children, 
kindergarten-6th wade will participate. 

21 

25 

28 

1 

4 

No Bible classes or evening worship. 
Morning worship 10:30 am until 12:0.0. 
No classes. Everyone in auditorium for 
devotional. 

January 
A New Year To Serve Our Lord! 
Regular classes and worship sched~le 
resumes. . . 
Adults in aupitorium for presentation of · 
Winter Quarter classes. 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week $6318 Weds 131 

Avg YTD $5188 Sun Class 1.30 

R4ssia $262 Sun AM 250 

Avg Ytd $262 Sun PM . 121 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
Sunday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9:30 am Ray Thorne . 

1 0: 30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams; Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 

5.30 m Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7 
:
00 

P Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McMasters 
• pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Abide In Christ 
AND YOU SHALL FIND REST TO YOUR SOULS 

"Come unto me, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn of me; and ye shall find rest to your so.uls." Matt. 11 :28,29. 

Rest for the soul: Such was the first promise with which the 
Saviour sought to win the heavy-laden sinner. Simple though· it ap
pears, the promise is indeed as large and comprehensive as can be 
found, Rest for the soul - does it not imply deliverance from every 
fear, the supply of every want, the fulfillment of every desire? And 
now nothing less than this is the prize with which the Saviour woos 
back the wandering one - who is mourning that the rest has not been 
so abiding or so full as it had hoped - to come back and abide in 
Him. Nothing but this was the reason that the rest has either not been 
found, or, if found, has been disturbed or lost again: you did not 
abide with, you did not abide jn '.Him. 

Have you ever noticed how, in the original invitation of the 
Saviour to come to Him, the promise of rest was repeated twice, with 
such a variation in the conditions as might have suggested that abid
ing rest could only be found in abiding nearness. First the Saviour 

. says, "Come unto me, and I will give you rest"; the very moment you 
come, and believe, I will give you rest - the rest of pardon and accep
tance - the rest in my love. -But we know that all tha~ -God bestows 
needs time to become fully our own; it must be held fast, and appro
priated, and assimilated into our inmost being; without this not even 
Christ's giving can make it our very own, in full experience and en
joyment. And so the Saviour repeats His promise, in words whiC:h 
clearly speak not so much of the initial rest with which He welcomes 
the weary one who comes, but of the deeper and personally appro
priate rest of the soul that abides with Him. He now not only says., 
"Come unto me, "but "Take my yoke Upon you and learn of me"i be
come my scholars, yield yourselves to my tr_aining, submit in all 
things to my will, let your whole life be one with mine - in other 
words, Abide in me. And then He adds, not only, "I will give," but 
"ye shafl find rest to your soul." The rest He gave at coming will be
come something you .have really found and made your very own -
the .d~eper the abiding rest-which comes from longer acquaintance 
and closer fellowship, from entire surrender and deeper sympathy. 

(Continued on page 2) 



(Continued from page I) 

"Take my yoke, and learn of me," "Abide in 
me" - this is the path to abiding rest. 

Do not these words of the Saviour dis
cover what you have perhaps often sought in 
vain to know, how it is that the rest you at 
till)es enjoy is so often lost. It must have been 
this: you had not understood how entire sur
render to Jesus is the secret of perfect re~t. 
Giving up one's whole life to Him, for Him 
alone to rule and order it; taking up His yoke, 
and submitting to be led and taught, to learn 
of Him; abiding in Him, to be and, do only 
what He wills - these are the conditions of 
discipleship without which there can be no 
thought of maintaining the rest that was be
stowed on first coming to Christ. The rest is 
in Christ, and not something He gives apart 
from Himself, and so it is only in having Him 
that the rest can really be kept and enjoyed. 

It is because so many a young believer 
fails to lay hold of this truth that the rest so 
speedily passes away. With some it is that 
they really did not know; they were never 
taught how Jesus claims the undivided alle
giance of the whole' heart and life; how t~ere 
is not a spot in the whole of life over which 
He does not wish to reign; how in the very 
least things His disciples must only seek to 
please Him. They did not know how entire 
the consecration was that Jesus claimed. With 
others, who had some idea of what a very 
holy life a Christian ought to lead, the mis
take was a different one: they could not be
lieve such a life to be a possible attainment. 
Taking, and bearing, and never for a moment 
laying aside the yoke of Jesus, appeared to 
them to require such a strain of effort, and 
such an amount of goodness, as to be alto~ 
gether beyond their reach. The v~ry idea of 

always, all the day, abiding in Jesus, was too 
high - something they might attain to after a 
life of holiness and growth, but certainly not 
what a feeble beginner was to start with . They 
did not know how, when Jesus said, "My 
yoke is easy," He spoke the truth; how just 
the yoke gives the rest, because the moment 

the soul "C ll h 
yields itself ome to me, a ·you w o 
to obey, are weary and burdened, 
th~ Lord j and I will give you rest. 
~1msel f Take my yoke upon you 
gives the and learn from me for I am 
strength '. 
and joy to gentle and humble in heart, 
do it. They and you will find rest fot 
did not no- your souls." 
tice how, 1 -Matthew 11 :28,29 
when He 
said, 
"Learn of me," He added, "I am meek and 
lowly in heart," to assure them that His gen
tleness would meet their every needs, and 
bear them as a mother bears her feeble child. 
Oh, they did not know that when He said, 
"Abide in me," He only asked the surrender 
to Himself, His almighty love would hold 
them fast, and keep and bless them. And so, 
as some had erred from the want of full con
secration, so these failed because they didn't 
fully trust. These two, consecration and faith, 
are the essential elements of the Christian life 
- the giving up all to Jesus, the receiving all 
from Jesus. They are implied in each other; 
they are united in the one word - surrender. A 
full surrender is to obey as well as to trust, to 
trust as wel I as to obey. 

-Andrew Murray 
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Fa1nily Fu11 DOUBLE PUZZLE 

In this week's diagram are hidden the names of streets on Which various Northland members 
live. The names could be forwards, backwards, up, down, or diagonally in the diagram. As you 
find the street names, see if you can identify the Northland members who live on them. Also 
shade in the letters you use, because the leftover letters spell out a secret message again. Read 
them left-to-right, top line to bottom line. This time they spell out an important address. (There 
will be 30 leftover letters that form the secret address.) Puzzle by Mark Garner. 

Hidden Streets (Note: "Ave.", "Dr." and the like are not included in the hidden names) 
ACTON DISCOVERY MINERVA LAKE ULRY 
AMERICANA _ DORRIS NORTH STAR WILLOWICK 
ARBORWOOD DUNBARTON ONTARIO WOODCUTTER 
BEVERLY ELBERT ROCHE YELLOWPINE 
BROOKLYN HIBERNIA SANDALWOOD 
CENTRAL PARK KANPUR SLATEBROOK 
CHICKORY KARL SLIPPERY ROCK 

F 0 S L I p P E R Y R 0 C K 

E S R H N 0 R T H S T A R T 

y H I M I N E R V A L A K E 

F I C R V B E E I G P H A T 

Y K 0 0 R B E T A L s B N 0 

D 0 0 W R 0 B R A A R K A Y 

U E 0 N E C D R N 0 C A C R 

N L I L E V T D 0 I E R _I 0 

B B RU P NA K' W L AL R K 

A E A Y E L L 0 W P I N E C 

R R T C W Y L R E V E B M I 

T T N 0 N L A N N 0 T CA H 

0 D 0 D I s C 0 V E R Y A C 

N D V W 0 0 D C U T T E R E 
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Family /11fo1matio11 

Nursery Helpers Needed! 

We are in desperate need of nursery helpers for 
January and February. ""Fhe times are: 
Sunday morning - 9:30-10:30 
Sunday morning - 10:30-12:00 
Sunday evening - 5:30-6:30 
Wednesday night- 7:00"'8:00 
Please see Chip Evans to sign up. Thank You!! 

Food Pantry Helpers Needed! 

Please Sign up!!. A schedule for helping in the 
Food Pantry is posted on the bulletin board. 
Beginning January, 1995, we need 3 packers 
and one g~eeter each Wednesday evening. You 
need not be experienced to help. 

· Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry is-in need of the following 
items: coffee, kleenex, paper towels, hot cereal, 
pancake mix, pancake syrup. Your help is 
greatly appreciated !! 

Cale11da1· 

December 
25 No Bible classes or evening worship. 

Morning worship 10:30 am until l2:00. 
28 No classes. Everyone in auditorium for 

devotional. 

January 
1 A New Year To Serve Our Lord! 

Regular classes and worship schedule 
resumes. 

4 Adults in auditorium for presentation of 
, Winter Quarter classes. , 

4 Parents Support Group, e-44, 7pm 
7 Men's Breakfast, Old Country Buffet, 

Morse Rd. 8:00 am 
8 Deacons Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 
15 Elders/ Deacon Meeting, E-42, 8:00 am 

Contributions Attendance 

Last Week 

AvgYTD 

Russia 

Avg Ytd 

$4815 Weds 

$5181 Sun Class 

$230 Sun AM 

$259 Sun PM 

140 

140 

272 

126 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study 
Sunday Worship Service 
St.inday Evening 
Wednesday 

Elders:Wilbur Allen, Bailey Barton, Frank Chappell, Roy Estep, Eugene Prince, 
9:30 am Ray Thorne 

f0:30 am Deacons: Leon Abrams, Brian Arnold, Tom Barnhardt, Joe Barozzini, Dan 

5.30 Baughman, John Bradley, Lynn Champney, Darrell Estep, Greg Hunt, Lou 

7
:
00 

pm Lawrence, Jack Mauersberg, David McDaniel, Beryl McM~ters 
· pm Evangelist: Terry Moore 

Northland Church of Christ 4581 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43231 (614) 475-0161 
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Early ''Christmas'' Thoughts 

These thoughts were written by lrenaeus, a Christian who lived in the 
2nd century A.O.· ' 

And this is the drawing-up of our faith, the foundation of the building, 
and the consolidation of a way of life. God, the Father, uncreated, be
yond grasp, invisible, one God the maker of all; this is the first and fore
most article of our faith. But the second article is the Word of God, the· 
So~ of God, Christ Jesus our Lord, who was shown forth by the prophets 
according to the design of their prophecy and according to the manner 
in which the Father disposed; and through Him were made all things 
whatsoever. He also, in the end of times, for the recapitulation of all 
things, is become a man among men, visible and tangible, in order to 
abolish death and bring to light life, and bring about the communion of 
God and ~an. And the third article is the Holy Spirit, through whom the 
prophets prophesied and the patri'a.rchs were taught about god and the. 
just were leq in the path of justke, and who in the end of times has been 
po'ured forth in a new manner upon humanity over all the earth renew, 
ing man to God.-

For the church, although dispersed ,throughout the whole wo.rld as far 
as the ends of the earth, received from the apostles and their disciples the 
faith in one God the Father Almighty, who has made the heaven, the 
earth, the seas, and all things in them; and in one Christ Jesus the Son of 
God, who was made fie.sh for 'our salvation; and i the Holy Spirit, who 
has proclaimed through the prophets the plans of God and the coming 
of Christ, both the birth from the virgin, the passion, the rising from the 
dead, and the bodily ascension into heaven of the beloved Christ Jesus 
our Lord, and the manifestation in the glory of the Father for the sum
ming up of all things and the raising of all mankind, ... , in order that he 
might make a j1,1st judgment on all, that he might send the spiritual hosts 
of wickedness, the angels who transgressed and went into apostasy, and 
the impious, unjust, lawless, and blasphemers among men into the eter
nal fire, but might grant incorruptible life and eternal glory to those who 
are righteous, holy, and keep his commandments,· and who persevere in 
his love .either from the beginning or by repentance. 

-lrenaeus 
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Dear Friend 
Dear Friend 

How do you see me, 
I wish I knew, 

Do your eyes see me 
As my eyes do?! 

My view can be 
distorted 

Is your's distorted 
too? 

At ti mes I feel 
unworthy of God's love. 

Then I remember 
My Father's eyes of LOVE. 

His eyes see me ... 
as something I am ·not. 
To Him I am as pure 

as snow; 
He sees me as a bud 

beginning to bloom. 
So FULL of vision are His 

eyes of LOVE. 

Oh if only I could 
see myself and 

others too 
as my Father's eyes 

see me and you. 

There is Good News 
With the Spirit's help 

this can occur
My eyes can see 
as His eyes do. 
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T.M. Guilfoyle 

Family Fun Bible Book Search 

Each of the listed books of the Bible are hidden in the diagram below. They may be up, down, 
forwards, backwards, or diagonally. As you find them, shade in the letters that you use. The 
unused letters will sp'ell out a secret message (read them left-to-right, top line to bottom line) - this 
time it will be a Bible verse that is appropriate for today's date. (There wil) be 47 letters leftover 
after you find all the books.) 

BOOK LIST 
ACTS HABAKKUK NEHEMIAH ROMANS 
DANIEL JOSHUA NUMBERS RUTH 
DEUTERONOMY JUDE OBADIAH SAMUEL 
ESTHER MALACHI PHI LEMON TITUS 
EXODUS MATTHEW PHILIPPIANS ZECHARIAH 
EZEKIEL MICAH , PSALMS ZEPHANIAH 
GENESIS 

' 
Z E C H A R I A H N A M E H 

E I S NA.I P P I L I H P M 

P L J S E I S U E S F 0 S R 

H E H E R W M I CAHPAI 

A I L L G E N E S I S H L S 

N K U K K A B A H J A I M V 

I E E H D S A M U E L L S I 

A Z R I E X 0 D U S N E S H 

HE DE U T, E R 0 N 0 MY C 

P E 0 R H H A I D A B 0 P A 

L E F S U T I T R M 0 N M L 

THE ACTS.I J 0 SHU A 

R 8 MATT H.E WR INS M 

The answer, and a new puzzle, will appear in next week's bulletin. -Mark Garner 
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