
LIV ING  IN G OD'S HOUSEHOLD: 
PAUL'S F IRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

 
Week One: Timothy's  Minis try In Ephes us  (1  Timothy 1 :1 -7 ) 

 
Timothy was one of many faithful believers whom the apostle Paul met in the course of his 
missionary journeys, yet from the start Paul seems to have seen something special in him.  The 
book of Acts tells us how Paul immediately began to prepare Timothy to become a fellow 
missionary and minister of Jesus (Acts 16:1-3 ), and Timothy is then mentioned some twenty 
more times in the book of Acts and in Paul's epistles.  I n addition, we have two inspired epistles 
that were written by Paul directly to Timothy. 
 
The epistles to Timothy were written late in Paul's life, when he had come to regard Timothy 
more highly than ever, addressing him as his 'true son in the faith' (1 Timothy 1:1-2).  Earlier, 
Timothy had frequently accompanied Paul on his various journeys (see, for example, R omans 
16:21 and the opening verses of 2 Corinthians, Philippians, Colossians, both epistles to the 
Thessalonians, and Philemon). 
 
At other times, Paul used Timothy as a trusted emissary (see, for example, 1 Corinthians 4:17  
and Philippians 2:19-22), of whom Paul said that " I  have no one else like him"  because of 
Timothy's combination of faithfulness and compassion.  Then too, Paul sometimes had Timothy 
remain with a congregation of believers when the apostle could not (Acts 17 :14-15). 
 
When Paul wrote 1 Timothy (later than the events in all the above references), the apostle had 
left Timothy with the church in Ephesus (1 Timothy 1:3 ).  Timothy is now an experienced 
minister of the gospel, and he can be asked to contend with some significant needs in the city.  
Paul hopes to return soon to Ephesus, but in the meantime he sends his younger associate this 
collection of instructions, based on the need to " know how people ought to conduct themselves 
in God's household, which is the church of the living God"  (1 Timothy 3 :14-15). 
 
At the time of the epistle, there are persons in Ephesus who are actively proclaiming false 
doctrines, myths, and senseless controversies.  U nfortunately, the problems that Paul calls upon 
Timothy to address (1 Timothy 1:4-7 ) are quite familiar in any era. 
 
Paul's instructions make it clear that it is not acceptable to promote false teachings in the church, 
no matter how interesting or popular they may be.  He also explains the reasons why sound 
teaching and truth are essential: " The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure 
heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith"  (verse 5).  This has two powerful implications. 
 
First of all, the apostle reminds Timothy that we cannot have genuine faith or a truly pure heart 
unless we teach the truth about the gospel.  False teachings, however they may be presented, 
however they may be received, always displease God and always keep us from understanding 
God.  On the other hand, by emphasiz ing the true goal of sound teaching, Paul also makes it 
clear that genuine sound doctrine leads to positive things, not to pride, bitterness, or division.  
The challenge for Timothy is to teach the truth and to contend with falsehood, while all the while 
doing so in a spirit of godly love.  We still face this same challenge today. 
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LIV ING  IN G OD'S HOUSEHOLD: 
PAUL'S F IRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

 
Week Tw o: The Wors t Of Sinners  (1  Timothy 1 :8 -1 7 ) 

 
I n his absence from the church in Ephesus, the apostle Paul has left his trusted ministry associate 
Timothy to help the believers there to deal with some particular needs.  Before proceeding with 
the practical instructions that he has in mind, Paul first recounts his perspective on his life and 
ministry.  The apostle does this because he knows that understanding our identity in Jesus is 
more important than a knowledge of factual or practical matters.  Because Paul humbly considers 
himself 'the worst of sinners', he is able to minister in the way that God wills him to do. 
 
The apostle first has some interesting comments on the concept of law itself (1 Timothy 1:8-11).  
Law has minimal ability to accomplish spiritual goals, and Paul explains some of the reasons for 
this.  Law is not made for the righteous, since they by nature live in the manner that the law 
requires.  The law is made to convict sinners (of whom Paul gives a number of particularly 
disreputable examples) of their wrongdoing.  One problem with law is that few sinners are 
dissuaded by the fact that their actions are illegal.  Then too, law can only punish, not forgive.  
So Paul knows that a relationship with God must be based on something stronger than law. 
 
Paul expresses an enormous gratitude for the grace of Jesus (1:12-14).  Well aware that he had 
been a violent, hateful man, he rejoices that Jesus could consider him not only worth saving, but 
even worth appointing as minister in Christ's name to others.  Like everyone, Paul was ignorant 
and faithless before knowing Jesus, despite the fact that, at the time, he had deluded himself into 
thinking that he was pleasing God with his activities. 
 
Because of his ignorance and unbelief, Paul needed to rely solely on God's mercy to have any 
hope of truly knowing God.  Note that verse 13  does not imply that God was merciful to Paul 
because 'he didn't know what he was doing'.  This common misinterpretation comes from the 
fleshly habit of classifying some sins as better or worse than others.  Neither ignorance nor peer 
pressure nor stupidity nor overwhelming desire nor anything else makes any sin less sinful.  This 
verse, instead, says that Paul needed to be shown grace (as opposed to meriting grace, which 
would be impossible anyway) because of the things that he did in his ignorance and unbelief. 
 
The apostle also knows that God's plan for him did not stop with conversion and forgiveness 
(1:15-17 ).  Saul (as Paul was usually called as an unbeliever) serves as a powerful example of the 
extreme sins that God is willing to forgive through the blood of Jesus.  By bringing such a brutal 
persecutor to salvation, God displayed a measure of patience and compassion that speaks 
volumes about the power of his grace.  I t gives eloquent witness to Jesus' desire to come into the 
world for the purpose of saving sinners. 
 
Paul gives glory and praise to God, and he commits himself to ministering in any way that God 
calls him to do.  He hopes also that Timothy will continue to develop these same perspectives, so 
that he too will always minister out of gratitude and faith, not for any worldly reasons. 
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LIV ING  IN G OD'S HOUSEHOLD: 
PAUL'S F IRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

 
Week Three: F ight The G ood  F ight (1  Timothy 1 :1 8 -20 ) 

 
Writing to his trusted friend Timothy, Paul has recounted his own perspective on the ministry of 
the gospel.  Considering himself 'the worst of sinners', he lives and serves with a constant 
awareness of his own unworthiness, combined with a deep thankfulness for God's grace.  Paul 
now exhorts Timothy himself to be prepared for the important and challenging responsibilities in 
the church at Ephesus.  This will take determination, sincerity, and perseverance. 
 
Paul's personal exhortation (1 Timothy 1:18-20) is worth considering in detail.  While Timothy 
was given specific responsibilities, so that Paul's advice to him was especially important, any 
believer would do well to take Paul's urgings to heart.  The apostle reminds Timothy that God 
has willed certain things for him, that God has called him to become part of an important 
spiritual struggle, and that those who disregard God's Word risk spiritual collapse.  These things 
are also true, in a general way, for any believer in Jesus. 
 
We cannot know with certainty what specific things may have been prophesied about Timothy 
(verse 18).  But we do know that God, as well as Paul and other believers, saw some important 
ways in which Timothy could reflect the light of the gospel.  God also planned and willed for 
you and I  to know him.  Before we were even conscious of our Creator, he desired to display his 
compassion, mercy, and grace through us.  Amongst other reasons why we, no less than 
Timothy, should remember this is that it can keep us from becoming too focused on the things 
that we (or others in this world) desire for ourselves out of human will and human reasoning. 
 
God also wants Timothy to keep his mind on " the good fight"  of faith, so that he will remain 
focused on things that matter (verses 18-19).  While the world often considers a good conscience 
to be an impediment, it can keep believers from harm.  Whatever else we may or may not 
possess in this world, whatever opportunities or abilities we may or may not have, in any case we 
have no more precious possession than our faith.  The wise believer will value the seed of faith, 
planted in our hearts by God, as of greater worth than any treasure in this temporary world. 
 
These words of hope are tempered by a somber warning, as Paul uses the dire imagery of 
shipwreck to describe what happens to those who do not nurture their faith properly (verses 19-
20).  Of all the horrors that can befall us in this sin-filled and dangerous world, the loss of faith in 
God is the worst.  Other disasters damage our lives in this world, but the loss of faith can have 
far worse consequences.  This is so crucial that Paul will even 'hand over to Satan' (that is, expel 
from the church) those whose blasphemous attitudes call for severe spiritual discipline. 
 
There never has been and never will be a human being for whom the true Christian life is easy or 
painless.  But there never has and never will be a human being whom God does not love beyond 
measure, or whom God cannot use as a spiritual blessing to others.  All the more reason why we 
should appreciate faith, mercy, and grace for the extraordinary blessings they are. 
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LIV ING  IN G OD'S HOUSEHOLD: 
PAUL'S F IRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

 
Week F our: Liv ing In G od lines s  &  Holines s  (1  Timothy 2:1 -1 5 ) 

 
Having exhorted the faithful Timothy to be spiritually prepared for the responsibilities and 
difficulties that lie ahead, Paul now turns to some practical matters.  His next several instructions 
(regarding prayer, appropriate forms of behavior and dress, and the like) are all given with a 
common principle in mind.  The model lifestyle for a Christian is to live quietly and peacefully, 
displaying godliness and holiness that others can see. 
 
This description, of course, hardly characteriz es either Paul's own life or the lives of many other 
believers.  This is because the world simply will not allow any genuine believer to live in peace 
all of the time (see, for example, 2 Timothy 3 :12).  I nstead we are told, as Paul wrote elsewhere, 
" I f it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone"  (R omans 12:18).  Thus 
the apostle is not telling us to avoid all conflict, but rather to avoid conflict or controversy in the 
pursuit of personal ambitions, desires, or benefits.  Our focus should be on eternal blessings, not 
earthly ones, and when we face trouble it should be for something worthwhile. 
 
The apostle asks us to pray for the human authorities of this world (1 Timothy 2:1-7 ), not out of 
a desire that we have pleasant lives in this world, but rather that we have the opportunity to let 
Jesus' light shine.  I n every era, 'kings and all those in authority' tend overwhelmingly to be 
incompetent, insincere, and corrupt.  To reform all of the evils that are caused by human 
governments and other human institutions would be far beyond our ability.  Moreover, it is not a 
high priority to God.  I nstead, we are to pray that, whatever other problems this world has, we 
are given the opportunity to live and teach according to God's truth. 
 
Likewise, the apostle calls men (the Greek word in verse 8 refers specifically to males) to pray 
together in unity (2:8), and women to dress and behave modestly (2:9-10).  I t is something of a 
generality, but the apostle knows that men have a sinful habit of competing for power, attention, 
and authority.  Also, in the first century as in the 21st, many females have the ugly desire to 
declare their 'independence' through impure or immoral behavior.  We are to make the separation 
between believers and the world as obvious as possible - not to declare our superiority, but to 
proclaim to the lost that it is possible and desirable to live in godliness and holiness. 
 
Similar thoughts explain Paul's instructions to women about quietness and submission (2:11-15).  
Those who use this passage to proclaim male dominance or superiority are badly mistaken; and 
those who would explain it away as something that applied only 'back then' are equally wrong.  
Our lives in this world are not given to us so that we can pursue our own desires, nor were past 
eras truly so different from ours in terms of human nature and basic social tensions. 
 
I t is a consistent trend in the New Testament that males are often reminded to be compassionate 
and gentle, while females are frequently reminded to be quiet and submissive.  I n fact, every 
believer needs to learn to be all of these things; the Scriptures simply remind each gender of the 
things that it tends most to need to hear. 
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LIV ING  IN G OD'S HOUSEHOLD: 
PAUL'S F IRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

 
Week F iv e: Ov ers eers  &  Serv ants  (1  Timothy 3 :1 -1 3 ) 

 
Paul is teaching Timothy how to help the believers at Ephesus to live in godliness and holiness, 
and this next set of directives has the same goal.  By wisely establishing overseers (or elders) and 
servants (that is, 'deacons') in the church, Timothy can help provide the church with suitable 
persons to address problems that may arise, and indeed to prevent some of those problems. 
 
The apostle's description of the qualifications an elder should meet (3 :1-7 ) is wise and useful, 
when used correctly.  U nfortunately, worldly perspectives on 'leadership' too often dominate the 
discussions on this topic.  To avoid such mistakes, note that Paul's description is meant to give us 
a clear idea of the kind of person who should become an elder, not to serve as a checklist.  Then 
also, the role of an elder is not at all the kind of 'leadership' role that the world practices. 
 
No fallible human meets these criteria perfectly.  Applying them should not center around 
minute details, but on the broader picture.  Elders must be the kind of men who focus on their 
family and other spiritual responsibilities, not on their own ambitions.  They must approach 
problems through teaching and patience, not through aggression or manipulation.  The various 
details are of course important, but they must be applied with these overall principles in mind. 
 
An elder or overseer in the church should not be the kind of titled, privileged individual that the 
worldly call a 'leader'.  Worldly 'leaders' exert as much authority as possible, while accepting as 
little responsibility as possible; in the church, it should be exactly the opposite.  Elders are not 
bosses who tell us what to do, Supreme Court judges who always have the last say, or business 
executives who only deal with important matters.  The very terms used in Scripture (elder, 
overseer, shepherd) describe persons who interact closely with the flock, to protect and edify. 
 
These same ideas also clarify what the apostle teaches about 'deacons', that is, servants of the 
church who have been given particular responsibilities (3 :8-13 ).  There is no special word 
'deacon' in the text, and if churches today would say 'servants' instead of using a fancy term, we 
might better remember what they are for.  Note that we are also told to 'test' potential servants 
before expecting them to take full responsibility for their area of ministry. 
 
Much fruitless debate has taken place on Paul's reference to 'the women' (as the original text 
says) in verse 11.  The phrase is variously translated so as to refer either to the wives of deacons 
or to female deacons (there is no such word in Greek as 'deaconesses').  R egardless of which is 
actually the apostle's intention, it is certain that most discussions on the subject are misguided. 
 
I n secular society, the males who occupy most positions of authority behave in an atrociously 
ungodly fashion.  But instead of making diligent efforts to stop such abuses, our corrupt society 
instead wants females to have the same 'opportunities' to exert fleshly power, and it encourages 
women to develop the same selfish ambition, aggression, and arrogance that typify fleshly males.  
Those who pursue this ungodly cause then preen themselves on their fleshly 'righteousness'. 
 
I f today's church wants to be more like the church in the New Testament, then a better 
understanding of godly leadership would be a good place to start.  We do have godly examples 
of those who want to do things the right way, but we must let them know that we are ready for it. 
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LIV ING  IN G OD'S HOUSEHOLD: 
PAUL'S F IRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

 
Week Six : The Mys tery Of G od lines s  (1  Timothy 3 :1 4-1 6 ) 

 
Having provided Timothy with several important guidelines to help the believers in Ephesus live 
the kind of lives that God desires for them, Paul now digresses from direct instruction, to 
emphasiz e the spiritual principles that underlie his practical directives.  No matter how long we 
may have followed Jesus, we shall always have an unfortunate tendency to drift back towards a 
rules-oriented approach to Christianity.  I t is thus essential for us regularly to consider and 
meditate upon what Paul calls 'the mystery of godliness'. 
 
Paul makes certain that Timothy realiz es the reasons for all of these instructions (3 :14-15).  They 
are not rules for rules' sake, nor are they a way for Paul to keep things under his personal control.  
I ndeed, the rather informal, diffuse type of organiz ation that he suggests would tend to diminish 
the chances for any one person to exert undue personal authority.  Paul's teachings to Timothy 
have a higher purpose, that of helping others to " know how people ought to conduct themselves 
in God's household" .  I ndeed, this summariz es the main message of the epistle. 
 
We are so often reminded in Scripture to remember who we are in Jesus, yet this is hard for us to 
do so as we go about our daily lives in this world.  We all have worldly identities of which we 
are constantly reminded, but in Christ these no longer define who we truly are.  No matter what 
we may do or have in this world, as the body of believers we form God's household, and this 
affects our interactions with one another.  This, for example, is one reason for the particular 
criteria associated with the establishment of elders.  The qualifications that the world would seek 
in a business executive, a government official, or a judge are all inappropriate. 
 
The apostle also encourages us to dwell a bit upon 'the mystery of godliness' (3 :16).  Once again, 
if we wish to understand this idea, we must make a conscious effort to do so.  The worldly have 
no time for such things, for they are always seeking new forms of pleasure and ease, and 
devising new ways to seiz e power and material wealth from one another.  But if we do not apply 
ourselves to understanding what godliness is truly about, then as a church we can become just 
one more worldly organiz ation, with a thin layer of superficial religion on the outside. 
 
The set of sayings in 1 Timothy 3 :16 apparently comes from a hymn that was popular with the 
earliest Christians.  The words celebrate some familiar facts about Jesus and his ministry, but in a 
way that calls us to ponder them, not to take them for granted.  No matter how many times we 
are told that God became flesh and lived among us, we can never fully comprehend what this 
means.  As clearly as we know that Jesus is now at the Father's side, waiting for us to join him, 
we can never remind ourselves of this often enough. 
 
Even the simplest truths of the gospel deserve our full attention and diligent consideration.  I t 
takes just a little self-control to set aside the world's crass toys and superficially showy 
spectacles, and to focus our attention on the extraordinary facts of spiritual reality.  And doing so 
can bring us spiritual insights that all the world's skills and knowledge cannot approach. 
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LIV ING  IN G OD'S HOUSEHOLD: 
PAUL'S F IRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

 
Week Sev en: The Las ting V alue Of G od lines s  (1  Timothy 4:1 -1 0 ) 

 
While resuming his discourse on practical matters and responsibilities of ministry, Paul also 
continues to emphasiz e the underlying spiritual principles on which the applications are based.  
I n this passage, Paul advises Timothy on how to deal with a number of erroneous teachings, and 
then exhorts him to remember the lasting value of godliness, as opposed to the very temporary 
usefulness of skills that apply only in this world. 
 
As we seek God, we are unfortunately bombarded with false teachings (4:1-5).  I t is bad enough 
to have to deal with the pagan world's vast assortment of lies, frauds, and deceptions, but even 
worse (and usually more painful) to deal with falsehoods that are proclaimed by believers in 
Jesus.  Yet this is and always has been a part of being a follower of Jesus.  Even believing 
humans often struggle with the temptations of fleshly wisdom.  Those who give in to this 
temptation do indeed act as though their consciences have been rendered inactive, for they 
substitute the pathetically trivial products of human imagination for the eternal truths of God. 
 
Here, the specific examples of false teachings include the prohibition of marriage and of certain 
foods.  This kind of false asceticism is one of the common errors present at many times 
throughout the history of Christianity, and it is one of a number of common ways by which some 
believers attempt to 'earn' their salvation through physical effort alone. 
 
Timothy has the responsibility of instead helping believers to focus on matters of genuine 
godliness (4:6-8).  Such distractions as asceticism, religious myths, worldly wisdom, and many 
others have plagued the church for centuries.  Those who truly care about their brothers and 
sisters in Jesus can serve them by continually reminding them to dwell on godly qualities that 
last.  The most rigorous physical and mental training in this world can offer at best only short-
term benefits, but the things we learn from God himself are of eternal help. 
 
Godly wisdom is not just one possible way to live; it is the only thing that gives our lives true 
meaning and true hope (4:9-10).  Because Paul knows this, he strives unceasingly to help others 
to realiz e the same thing.  Sadly, many Christians view Christianity simply as a worthwhile 
lifestyle, or as one available way to 'live a good life'.  I n truth, Christianity is meaningless unless 
it holds true for eternity; " if only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more 
than all men"  (1 Corinthians 15:19). 
 
Accepting this also helps us avoid false teachings.  Many false doctrines and religious errors 
come from human attempts to make the gospel more palatable to those who live primarily for 
this world.  The true gospel will never be attractive or desirable to anyone who lives for this life 
alone, but it will always offer hope and purpose to those with the spiritual discernment to see 
beyond the present.  We do not have to do anything to the gospel to see it take effect; we just 
have to tell the truth and stop cluttering it up with false human wisdom. 
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LIV ING  IN G OD'S HOUSEHOLD: 
PAUL'S F IRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

 
Week Eight: Spiritual Diligenc e (1  Timothy 4:1 1 -1 6 ) 

 
Once more, Paul digresses somewhat from his practical instructions on ministry, in order to 
exhort Timothy personally.  With all of the specific directions and guidelines that Paul has set 
forth, it would be easy for Timothy to focus on the do's and don'ts, rather than on what really 
matters.  Here, Paul focuses on the attitudes, perspectives, and habits that Timothy ought to 
instill in himself.  Timothy's personal spiritual diligence is of particular importance. 
 
To a large degree, Timothy already exemplifies these valuable qualities.  Paul is not teaching 
him anything new, so much as he is reminding and re-assuring Timothy of the things that matter 
the most in his ministry (over and above the implementation of any practical steps that the 
apostle has told him to take).  The outward accomplishments of ministry - whether growth, 
numbers, finances, or the like - mean nothing to God unless they are built on a true foundation. 
 
Ministry is a life of constant devotion (4:11-14).  Timothy is not to allow his youth or anything 
else to serve as an excuse not to serve God wholeheartedly.  He is not to settle for attending to 
his personal responsibilities, but is to go even further and be conscious in all things of the 
example that he sets.  Timothy should focus on things that draw attention to God, rather than to 
himself, through public Scripture reading, preaching, and teaching. 
 
None of us can give ourselves fully to ministry every moment of our lives.  But we can and 
should allow God to give us opportunities to seek and serve him, and we can help one another to 
view these opportunities as blessings rather than as burdens.  I f Timothy is to help others develop 
this perspective, it must be by helping and encouraging them, not by forcing them or 
manipulating them into doing things.  The latter might show quicker results, but the former will 
please God.  Those who are reluctant to become involved in ministry should be helped patiently, 
not made to feel guilty or insecure. 
 
Likewise, ministry involves a constant balance between life and teaching (4:15-16).  So many 
Christians want to oversimplify Christianity by emphasiz ing only one aspect of our lives in 
Jesus.  Some want to focus only on doctrines and teachings, thinking that Christianity is all about 
being 'right'.  Others want to focus only on 'being good', feeling that this excuses any and all false 
teachings.  Both beliefs are dangerously wrong.  True Christianity challenges everyone to 
become Christ-like in both respects. 
 
Timothy is urged to give himself wholly to all of these things, not just the ones that he is good at.  
Some of us find it easier to learn and to study than we do to build relationships and compassion, 
while others have exactly the opposite experience.  I t is natural for us to feel insecurity about 
those things that are harder for us, but this should not lead us to try to prove that these things do 
not matter. 
 
God already understands that it is only by means of his lavish grace and unlimited mercy that we 
can learn to live as he calls us to live.  Let us be patient with ourselves and patient with one 
another, just as God is patient with us. 
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LIV ING  IN G OD'S HOUSEHOLD: 
PAUL'S F IRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

 
Week Nine: Meeting Need s  (1  Timothy 5 :1 -1 6 ) 

 
After the personal digression at the end of the previous chapter, the apostle Paul now resumes his 
discourse on the practical matters involved in living in God's household.  Paul focuses here on 
developing an awareness of others, so that we can treat them in an appropriate manner.  One of 
the basic practicalities of Christianity is that we must learn to treat one another in a way that 
acknowledges each person as an individual child of God who has his or her own soul. 
 
Every individual has his or her own needs, and his or her own responsibilities before God.  The 
worldly tend to focus on their own needs, demanding that others meet their needs and that others 
give them whatever 'rights' they may demand.  I n God's household, the church, we must learn to 
reverse that selfish perspective, and instead adopt a more godly attitude.  I nstead of emphasiz ing 
our needs, we ought to be more concerned with our responsibilities. 
 
The apostle presents numerous applications of this, starting with some general thoughts on those 
of other age groups (5:1-2).  These family-based parallels fit in with the idea of living in God's 
household.  Though they should not be pressed too literally, they do illustrate the kinds of 
relationships that God would like us to have in the church.  As believers in Jesus, we have a 
common tie that is stronger than physical family relations or any other earthly connections. 
 
Paul has quite a bit to say about widows in the church (5:3 -10).  I t is noteworthy that his 
perspective is much different from what we usually see.  As he directs Timothy on how to help 
older widows in the church, he does not advise mere pity or even charity, but instead he teaches 
Timothy how to help these widows become valuable servants of Jesus.  He points out that there 
are a number of ways in which they are ideally situated to serve in ministry, so that it makes 
perfect sense for the church to meet their financial needs while they serve others in the church. 
 
This well-conceived arrangement does not apply in the case of younger widows (5:11-15), who 
have ample opportunities to pursue other opportunities, rather than being expected to perform 
responsibilities for which they may not yet be suited.  Likewise, families should meet the needs 
of widows when possible (5:16; see also 5:4 and 5:8).  I n both cases, the apostle simply points 
out the arrangements that make the most sense from a godly perspective. 
 
I n these and in so many other teachings of Scripture, we see that God values everyone, that he 
wants everyone's genuine needs to be met, and that he sees opportunities for everyone to give 
and serve.  God does not have the fleshly viewpoint of classifying some persons as helpless 
individuals who should be given charity and then not asked to do anything.  The world has this 
laz y habit of dividing everyone into those who give and those who need, but God's wisdom is 
much greater.  He knows that we all have needs, and that we all can give. 
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LIV ING  IN G OD'S HOUSEHOLD: 
PAUL'S F IRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

 
Week Ten: Spiritual Res pons ib ilities  (1  Timothy 5 :1 7 -6 :2) 

 
I n the previous passage, Paul has given Timothy a series of instructions designed to help the 
believers in Ephesus to learn to meet one another's needs.  I n these next verses, he details some 
further responsibilities that believers have before God.  The worldly focus on their own needs 
first, and they demand attention from one another.  I n the church, we should learn to place others 
first, for if we each do so, then God can use all of us to meet one another's needs, without any of 
us having to make demands or lodge complaints. 
 
As Paul discusses the position of elders in the church (5:17 -20), it is easy to see that there are 
responsibilities going both ways.  The church should provide encouragement for its overseers, 
and should not put unnecessary obstacles in their way.  I n exchange, elders and other leaders of 
the church must accept a higher standard of responsibility.  Because our shepherds have such an 
effect on the spiritual lives of others, Paul tells Timothy to rebuke the sins of elders publicly.  
This is not to humiliate them (and it is also evident that Paul refers only to those sins that would 
affect the body as a whole), but to protect both the elders and the church from spiritual harm. 
 
The apostle then exhorts Timothy to conduct his ministry with sincerity and sound judgment 
(5:21-25).  Above all, he must act without partiality, favoritism, or bias of any kind.  When 
questions of spiritual truth or godly behavior arise, Timothy will need to look to God's Word and 
God's will for answers.  Worldly status and worldly gain should play no part.  Nor must Timothy 
allow himself to grant influence and favor only to an 'inner circle' of his making - if he is to lead 
others to Jesus, he must give of himself to everyone as equally as possible. 
 
Timothy must also be cautious in the things and persons to which he shows approval (this is the 
significance of the laying on of hands in verse 22).  A messenger of the gospel should not allow 
himself to be guided by expediency, pressure, or results, but only by God's truth.  To do 
otherwise runs the risk of approving sin - either overtly or implicitly - in order to achieve some 
otherwise worthwhile goal.  I n the church of Jesus Christ, the end does not justify the means. 
 
Timothy can further prepare himself for godly service by making wise decisions in taking care of 
himself personally, and in remembering at all times that things are not always what they seem to 
be.  A minister of Jesus should learn to look inside, not outside. 
 
Paul follows this with an exhortation on the general perspective that we all should have on our 
earthly lives (6:1-2).  Although we shall probably never find ourselves in literal slavery, most of 
us live under many restrictions that have been dictated by the rulers and the wealthy of this earth.  
Paul asks us not to resent these, despite the injustices they impose on us.  He urges us to consider 
the name and truth of God to be more important than developments in our individual lives.  This 
is a tough teaching to accept; yet it is also easy to see how such an approach to life would 
provide more opportunities for God's Word to take root in others. 
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LIV ING  IN G OD'S HOUSEHOLD: 
PAUL'S F IRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

 
Week Elev en: World ly Traps  (1  Timothy 6 :3 -1 0 ) 

 
Throughout the epistle, Paul has given his treasured associate Timothy some invaluable spiritual 
principles with which to guide the church at Ephesus.  Yet these principles alone will not 
guarantee that things will always happen as God wills.  Thus, besides practicing godliness and 
obeying God's commands, we should also be aware of the world's traps.  The apostle deals here 
with two of the most dangerous traps: the lure of worldly wisdom and the lure of worldly wealth. 
 
Paul warns us of the double danger from worldly wisdom, false teaching, and lies (6:3 -5).  Not 
only are lies about God dangerous in themselves, but they also lead to unnecessary quarrels and 
divisions.  James tells us much the same thing (for example, see James 3 :13 -18), and if we heed 
these teachings they can save the church a lot of trouble and turmoil.  Through the life, teachings, 
and ministry of Jesus, the gospel teaches us the important spiritual truths that we need.  
Moreover, the Word of God explains everything that is crucial to our relationship with him and 
to our spiritual relationships with one another. 
 
When someone is not satisfied with the simple, powerful teachings of the gospel, it is indeed a 
sign that such an individual " is conceited and understands nothing" .  Yet this is a constant 
temptation for us, and indeed the church in every era often has grave difficulty in distinguishing 
between the teachings of God and the influences of the world.  Worse still, sometime believers 
don't even believe that the distinction is important.  Yet false teaching, no matter how popular, 
does not lead to anything good - only to the negative things that Paul describes. 
 
This does not mean that we should fuss and debate about tiny issues, and indeed Scripture itself 
rarely focuses on anything that is not of importance.  We simply have a fleshly tendency to want 
to 'win' our point and promote our viewpoint, rather than being satisfied with God's.  The 
solution, then, is a positive one, for there are still a great many important teachings that believers 
today understand only dimly.  Focusing on these is much more important in itself, and it will also 
help us to avoid controversies about meaningless matters. 
 
Another spiritual ill from which even believers suffer is the love of material wealth (6:6-10).  
Paul balances a negative teaching with a positive one, for indeed contentment with what we have 
is one of the great blessings we can have from following Jesus.  Yet the apostle knows human 
nature, and he is well aware of the multitude of rationaliz ations that even believers offer for 
pursuing wealth and money.  Paul says flatly that the love of money produces all kinds of evil, 
and thus that it must be avoided at all costs by those who wish to seek and serve the living God. 
 
Money and material things are themselves neutral, and have little intrinsic value one way or 
another.  But the desire for wealth and the resulting pursuit of it are bad and dangerous.  As Paul 
explains, they lead us into self-delusion and into many unnecessary temptations and troubles.  
God knows what we desire, and he also knows what we actually need.  The faithful believer will 
trust God to provide the latter, and will learn to be content with or without the former. 
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LIV ING  IN G OD'S HOUSEHOLD: 
PAUL'S F IRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

 
Week Tw elv e: Conc lud ing Ex hortations  (1  Timothy 6 :1 1 -21 ) 

 
The apostle Paul concludes his letter to Timothy with a series of personal exhortations for his 
younger associate in ministry.  These reinforce the major points he has made in the epistle, and 
especially the things that Paul has just taught Timothy about worldly wisdom and worldly 
wealth.  Although such things are not always bad in themselves, the craving for them is harmful, 
and Paul does not want to see Timothy led astray. 
 
Therefore Paul calls Timothy to turn away emphatically from the lures of sin and selfishness, and 
to put his faith even more devotedly in God (6:11-16).  He urges Timothy not just to avoid false 
teachings and the love of money, but even to 'flee' from them, to run as if his life was threatened 
by them.  For indeed, both the false wisdom and the false wealth of this world are potentially 
lethal to the soul. 
 
As he flees from falsehood and sin, Timothy is also urged to 'take hold of' the blessings that God 
offers, especially the eternal security that comes from knowing Jesus.  As part of his exhortation, 
Paul eloquently reminds his young friend of God's transcendent, glorious nature.  The things of 
this world only tempt us and draw us when we forget that there is something much better.  I f 
God's nature alone is grander and better than anything we see in this universe, how much greater 
will our eternal home be than anything we can have here. 
 
With this in mind, Paul urges Timothy also to call others to turn their attentions to godly desires, 
not to the accumulation of worldly profit (6:17 -19).  Those who happen to have things of value 
in this world do not have to be punished, but they also must not cling to their possessions, and 
they must not think that earthly wealth makes them superior.  They will benefit both others and 
themselves by sacrificing now so that they can store up eternal treasure. 
 
The apostle concludes his epistle with a final exhortation to hold closely to the truth, and to steer 
clear of the false wisdom that the world offers (6:20-21).  No matter how much godly wisdom 
Timothy has been blessed with, he will always need to beware the influence of " what is falsely 
called knowledge" .  There are many insidious beliefs and perspectives that masquerade as 
Christian beliefs.  Some such teachings may even be a greater danger to those who have more 
knowledge, because such persons do not always have their guard up. 
 
Throughout the epistle, Paul has taught his young friend to remain faithful to the truth and to turn 
away from distractions and temptations.  There will be no end of either of these ills, and so the 
apostle makes no attempt to list them all.  Although there are more false teachings about Jesus in 
the world than would fit into one book, we don't need to know a specific refutation of each one - 
we just need to know the real Jesus.  There are countless ways that the world tries to tempt us 
into sin, but we don't need to plan a different response for each one - we just have to realiz e the 
far greater blessings that we already have in Jesus. 
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THE LORD KNOWS THOSE WHO ARE HIS: 
PAUL'S SECOND EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

 
Week One: A Sinc ere F aith (2 Timothy 1 :1 -7 ) 

 
I n the second of his two divinely-inspired epistles to Timothy, the apostle Paul gives his trusted 
associate some further advice about the ministry to which God has called him.  This time, 
though, the tone of the epistle is somewhat different, because Paul has now been imprisoned for 
the final time, and he knows that he will live in this world only a little longer.  This epistle, then, 
is less concerned with specific suggestions than the first one was.  I nstead, Paul concentrates on 
some especially important general principles for ministry. 
 
God, Jesus, and the gospel can offer us certainty and stability in an uncertain and unstable world.  
God knows those who are truly his, and he will always be ready to protect, teach, help, and guide 
the faithful.  While little else in this world is reliable, God always is.  Above all else, Paul wants 
to leave Timothy with this impression, and to exhort him to instill it in others. 
 
I mprisoned by the R omans and faced with probable death, Paul's thoughts of his dear friend are 
even warmer than usual (2 Timothy 1:1-4).  Paul's faith and hope were in Jesus alone, not in any 
human or human organiz ation, yet the apostle also deeply appreciated his brothers and sisters.  
He knew the sacrifices they had made, the efforts they had given, and the faithfulness they had 
shown.  He made sure to express his appreciation whenever possible - a good example for us. 
 
Paul begins his exhortation by reminiscing about Timothy's faithful mother and grandmother, 
and then he reminds Timothy what God has given him (1:5-7 ).  Timothy evidently had examples 
of faithfulness in his own family that extended back before the time of Jesus, and he was blessed 
to be able to build on such a foundation.  I n Jesus, Timothy could see the fulfillment of what 
previous generations could only hope for.  This is both a blessing and a responsibility. 
 
Paul thus calls his friend to nurture the faith in his heart, to 'fan [ it]  into flame'.  This can be a 
challenge for all of us, since we have so many blessings in Jesus that we could spend all of our 
time enjoying and appreciating them.  There is nothing wrong with this, and yet we can go a step 
beyond by allowing God to use us to bring the same blessings to those who do not yet have them.  
The lesson is the same whether the 'gift' to which Paul refers is something specific Timothy has 
received, or whether it is the gift of salvation and grace that all of us enjoy in Christ. 
 
I n view of the powerful blessings we have in Jesus, we need not be timid in using them or in 
allowing them to be seen.  Christianity offers each of us a chance to rise above his or her fleshly 
nature, and to live in ways that were not possible under our own strength.  Even the weakest 
among us has God's power working on our behalf.  Even the hardened heart can learn to love 
others through feeling the compassion of Christ.  And even the laz iest, most irresponsible person 
can be transformed by the self-control that comes from being led by the Spirit of God. 
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THE LORD KNOWS THOSE WHO ARE HIS: 
PAUL'S SECOND EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

 
Week Tw o: Suffering B ut Unas hamed  (2 Timothy 1 :8 -1 2) 

 
As Paul writes to his friend and associate for perhaps the final time, he warmly remembers 
Timothy and then urges him to be stronger than ever in his faith and his godly perspective.  The 
apostle now continues with these thoughts, discussing his own sufferings yet testifying that his 
faith has not been diminished because of them.  I n any era, there are many persons who follow 
Jesus only in the hope of obtaining comfort and pleasure in this world.  But devoted servants like 
Paul and Timothy realiz e that sacrifice in this world can lead to joy in the next. 
 
Since becoming a follower of Jesus, Paul has lived a life of deprivation and persecution, and he 
knows that this could easily dissuade others from following his example (2 Timothy 1:8-9a).  His 
appeal for Timothy not to be 'ashamed' of the gospel ought to cause us to reflect.  I t is indeed 
easy even for believers to become ashamed of the gospel: if not consciously, then implicitly.  
The truths of the gospel contradict the conventional wisdom of the world in many respects.  
When these differences are revealed, do we calmly explain why God's wisdom is greater, or do 
we hasten to make disclaimers and excuses?  
 
The gospel tells us that without the blood of Christ we are all lost sinners, so that none of us can 
save himself or herself through goodness or wisdom.  The New Covenant promises rewards in 
eternity, not immediately.  The Scriptures emphatically deny the authority of humans who set 
themselves up to be rulers, leaders, or experts.  These and many other such principles will 
displease the worldly.  Do we faithfully and gladly teach the world these truths, or do we try to 
present a spiritless, banal view of Christianity that won't challenge anyone?   Which do we care 
more about: the souls of the lost, or their personal opinions of us?  
 
Paul, of course, has no doubts about his allegiance (1:9b-12).  He knows that Jesus has brought 
all truth and all righteousness to the world, and in a manner that allows all humans everywhere to 
experience and enjoy the eternal blessings of God.  Notice that Paul's confidence and hope rest 
on " whom I  have believed" , not on 'what I  have believed'.  I t is neither the correct facts nor his 
own skill in believing them that make Paul certain; rather, it is Jesus himself who makes Paul so 
willing to risk everything for the gospel. 
 
Here indeed is a key to the faith that Paul had, and that so many other believers lack.  He didn't 
know anything that we don't also know.  He didn't have any special method that we must follow.  
He didn't have a unique personality that made it easier for him to have faith.  He simply made the 
right decision when he chose a foundation for his faith: he chose to build everything else on 
Jesus, not on himself or on his knowledge or on his abilities. 
 
We, like Paul and Timothy, can know whom we have believed.  Jesus is just as eager for us to 
know him closely and personally as he was for Paul and Timothy to do so.  I f we simply set 
aside our personal desires, agendas, and goals, so that we can patiently get to know Jesus better, 
it will make it much easier for him to instill a deep and lasting faith within us. 
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THE LORD KNOWS THOSE WHO ARE HIS: 
PAUL'S SECOND EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

 
Week Three: Certainty Amid s t Unc ertainty (2 Timothy 1 :1 3 -2:7 ) 

 
Few persons understand the uncertainties of this world as clearly as the apostle Paul understood 
them.  At the same time, few have ever had Paul's appreciation for the certainties that Jesus 
offers to his followers.  As the apostle readies himself to leave this earth forever, he urges his 
dear friend Timothy to pass along to others the things he has learned.  I n every era, believers 
have the responsibility of making known timeless truths that will withstand the world's ever-
changing whims, and that will survive the human weaknesses that plague even the faithful. 
 
Timothy will soon have this responsibility in greater measure (2 Timothy 1:13 -14), and will need 
to teach a new generation the same truths he has learned.  He must recogniz e the truly important 
teachings, so that he can pass them along intact.  The church has two unfortunate tendencies in 
this regard.  I t tends either to tailor the gospel to suit the world's current whims, thus making it a 
new gospel that is really no gospel at all, or else makes a firm stand on trivial and fleshly details, 
resulting in a parody of the gospel without power or love. 
 
Fortunately, Paul advises Timothy on the way to avoid such errors.  He must guard the truths of 
the gospel with faith and love, believing with all his heart in the superiority of God's wisdom 
over the world's wisdom, and having compassion at all times towards those who do not know or 
understand the truth.  He is to do this with the help of the Spirit, knowing that he himself is not 
up to such a task.  He is to rely on these things, not on his own goodness, his own emotions, or 
his own brilliance. 
 
The apostle reminds Timothy of how fickle others can be (1:15-18).  I t is astonishing to realiz e 
that there were times when Paul's own brothers in Christ pulled away from him because he was 
in trouble of some kind.  He was undergoing such an experience even as he wrote this epistle, 
with only the faithful Onesiphorus standing up for him in his time of need.  Paul relates this not 
to condemn anyone, nor to arouse guilt feelings, but rather to point out how unwise it is ever to 
put one's trust in human supporters rather than in God. 
 
Paul then uses a series of illustrations to emphasiz e to Timothy the importance of teaching other 
believers all that he knows about the message of Jesus (2:1-7 ).  He will never know with 
certainty whether these others will faithfully communicate the truth in their turn, nor will 
Timothy ever know exactly how long he himself will remain on this earth.  The everyday 
examples that Paul adds in verses 3 -7  reinforce the consequent need for Timothy to keep focused 
on what he can do, and on the opportunities he has been given.  He cannot control what others 
will do, and he should not try. 
 
The worldly tend to let their personal ambitions cloud their perspective, so that they do not see 
what is truly of value in God's sight.  Let us not make this same mistake.  I nstead of making 
grandiose plans and trying to sell the church like a commercial product, let us each concentrate 
simply on doing our small part in keeping the truths of Jesus alive in the minds of those around 
us.  Devotion in such seemingly small things is of great value in God's eyes. 
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THE LORD KNOWS THOSE WHO ARE HIS: 
PAUL'S SECOND EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

 
Week F our: He Will Remain F aithful (2 Timothy 2:8 -1 3 ) 

 
The apostle Paul set an example of faith and devotion that few of us will ever be able to match.  
Yet he himself was quite conscious of his own weaknesses and limitations as a mortal, fallible 
being.  As he writes this epistle, he is especially aware of the ways that his mortality might affect 
close friends such as Timothy.  He impresses upon Timothy how faithful God always is to his 
own Word, his own nature, and his own promises.  This in turn gives us the assurance that God 
will always be there for us, regardless of what happens in this world. 
 
The gospel is the good news of Jesus, not of Paul or of any believer or of any specific church (2 
Timothy 2:8-9).  So Paul exhorts Timothy to think about Jesus, not himself, as the fulfillment of 
prophecy and as the resurrected Savior.  For his own part, Paul simply endures whatever he must 
endure and does whatever he must do, in order that the gospel is proclaimed constantly and 
truthfully.  Our role is only that of witnesses and examples.  The story is never about us, and 
should never center on us, but on God's own love, righteousness, and grace. 
 
Because the apostle realiz es this, he takes a humble and self-sacrificing attitude (2:10).  I f the 
gospel were about him, then he would be more concerned about his personal reputation, welfare, 
and position.  But the gospel is about Jesus, and it will always be about Jesus.  When Paul has 
passed on, and when others take his place on this earth, the gospel will still be the same, and 
God's power will still be the same. 
 
These ideas are emphasiz ed by the short passage in verse that Paul now writes (2:11-13 ).  As 
with 1 Timothy 3 :16, these lines probably come from an early Christian hymn, or perhaps from 
an early Christian poem.  I n any case, they encapsulate several of God's outstanding qualities in a 
succinct and memorable fashion. 
 
Paul and other New Testament writers often remind us of the need to die with Jesus before we 
can live with him.  Because Jesus suffered a literal (and horrifying) physical death, we need only 
die in a figurative sense to be united with him.  But die we must - to our fleshly cravings, to our 
desire for personal glory and profit, and to all the temptations of this world.  To live truly with 
Jesus, we must first experience this death; and to share in his reign, we must first learn patiently 
to endure, to sacrifice, and to humble ourselves. 
 
Even when we realiz e that we belong to God, and then devote ourselves to God, we shall still err 
frequently.  But the one thing we must not do is to disown God.  For if we disown him, then he 
too must disown us in return.  Yet as long as we continue to acknowledge him as our Lord and 
Savior, God remains faithful to his promises and to his own nature, even when we sin and make 
mistakes.  Since God can never disown himself, he will never desire to sever fellowship from 
those who have his Spirit inside of their hearts. 
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THE LORD KNOWS THOSE WHO ARE HIS: 
PAUL'S SECOND EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

 
Week F iv e: The Purs uit Of G od ly Things  (2 Timothy 2:1 4-26 ) 

 
Believers in Jesus seek a God who never changes, but we must now live in a world that changes 
every moment.  The world constantly shifts its demands, its favorites, its values, its habits, and 
its perspectives.  This makes it quite difficult for believers to resist such distractions, and thus 
Christians can easily become entangled in worldly thinking.  So Paul exhorts Timothy to ignore 
the world's folly, and instead to pursue godly things with all his energy. 
 
I t can be a challenge for any believer to exchange worldly kinds of teaching for godly instruction 
(2 Timothy 2:14-18).  This not merely a matter of rejecting a few atheistic teachings, but rather it 
involves a complete change of perspective.  The world usually puts its trust in the experts on a 
given subject, but when it comes to God and God's Word, there are no experts.  There is no such 
thing as a 'scholar' of the Scriptures - there are only students of the Word. 
 
This is why Paul urges Timothy to avoid the kinds of arguments that the worldly enjoy.  The 
student of God's Word should focus only on things that matter spiritually, and should treat God's 
Scriptures with respect.  This means that we do not see them as a mere device by which to win 
arguments, bur rather we allow God's Word to change and challenge us before we presume to 
use it to instruct others. 
 
This and other changes are only possible if we understand that all judgment, all wisdom, and all 
strength come from God alone (2:19).  I nstead of trying to evaluate other humans so that we can 
decide for ourselves who does or does not have God's approval, we ought to remember that God 
always knows those who are his.  God looks at the heart, and he knows whether someone has 
turned to him from the heart.  He knows who is trying to turn from fleshly ways of living, and he 
knows who is just trying to project an outward appearance of spirituality. 
 
The details or the degree of outward change do not matter as much as the purpose does (2:20-
21).  Just as we see a contrast in the apostle's metaphor of household objects and their different 
purposes, so also among human souls we find those who have devoted their hearts to God and 
those who live to serve their own interests.  This is not always evident on the outside, for there 
are those who are expert in appearing 'spiritual' even when they are not, and there are others who 
struggle each day despite being deeply devoted to God on the inside. 
 
Thus the apostle advises Timothy not to analyz e his life minutely, but instead simply to make it a 
practice to flee from sin while embracing godliness (2:22-26).  Those who are devoted to God 
will still struggle with sin, but they will not toy with it or rationaliz e it away.  They will accept 
God's teachings and will affirm them even when they are difficult; and they will also show grace 
to others who struggle, for they know how much grace they themselves need.  The godly do this 
not because they consider themselves to be paragons of righteousness, but because they know 
and love God for his perfect righteousness. 
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THE LORD KNOWS THOSE WHO ARE HIS: 
PAUL'S SECOND EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

 
Week Six : Perilous  Times  (2 Timothy 3 :1 -9) 

 
Our world has a contradictory attitude towards disasters and tragedies.  We claim to hate and 
deplore them, yet we are fascinated by events and actions that produce horrifying spectacles of 
death or destruction.  Likewise, we can have a similar view of sin.  Even believers may verbally 
condemn the sins they see in this world, yet still harbor desires that differ little from those in the 
heart of a pagan.  Yet, as this passage in 2 Timothy reminds us, the sin in our hearts constitutes a 
peril to the soul more terrible than any of the things we may hear about on the news. 
 
Although human opinion of specific sins will vary from one time to another, to God all sin is 
always terrible (2 Timothy 3 :1-4).  I t's worth taking a moment to consider how someone might 
understand the phrase, " there will be terrible times in the last days"  if it were taken out of its 
context.  " The last days" , of course, simply refers to the era beginning with Jesus' ministry of 
grace and forgiveness.  The times are terrible (or perilous, or distressing) not because of some 
calamitous natural disaster or global military conflict, but because of sin. 
 
Notice also the kinds of sins mentioned in the next few verses.  While a couple of them might be 
considered bad by most or all humans, many more are the kinds of sins that are routinely excused 
or even encouraged by those who live for this world.  Love of money, conceit, ingratitude, and 
several others may even be considered strengths by the worldly.  Even believers sometimes 
rationaliz e such sins if they have been deluded into viewing Christianity as a form of competition 
or as a means of obtaining glory or gain in this world. 
 
Thus the apostle characteriz es these " terrible times"  as being dominated by those who have " a 
form of godliness"  but who deny the true power of God (3 :5).  These times are " terrible"  because 
even those who claim to be godly often are merely using God as a pretext to do things or to 
acquire things that their flesh desires.  The only antidote to this spiritual haz ard is to fill 
ourselves with fruits of the Spirit such as humility, compassion, and patience, so that our minds 
can be protected from worldly thinking. 
 
As a further caution, Paul offers a second perspective on the kind of behavior that makes for 
" perilous times"  (3 :6-9).  He describes the kind of person who exploits the weaknesses of others, 
who twists the truth, and who resorts to tricks and traps to gain authority and influence.  (Jannes 
and Jambres are thought to be the names of some of the false 'magicians' who competed with 
Moses for influence with Pharaoh.)  We have all seen far too much of this kind of person, in 
many areas of earthly life and sometimes even in the church. 
 
But it does not have to be this way, and we can help each other to live differently.  Those who 
serve God for the right reasons will do things in an honest, humble, and sincere fashion.  They 
will not try to attract followers to themselves personally, nor will they pressure or manipulate the 
weak.  To do the right things does not take special talent or knowledge or position.  Living by the 
truth will also please our God, and it will give him a source of joy and light in a world that goes 
through one 'terrible time' after another. 
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THE LORD KNOWS THOSE WHO ARE HIS: 
PAUL'S SECOND EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

 
Week Sev en: Thoroughly Eq uipped  (2 Timothy 3 :1 0 -1 7 ) 

 
By now, Paul has firmly impressed upon his friend Timothy how perilous this world can be to 
the soul of a believer.  The world's persecutions, false teachings, temptations, and distractions 
have overcome the faith of many who once pledged to follow Jesus.  The apostle thus reminds 
Timothy of a valuable resource that should never be neglected.  U sed as God intended, his Word 
and his Scriptures can help prepare our minds and hearts to face many trials. 
 
I f for no other reason than his closeness with Paul, Timothy is well aware of the kinds of trials 
and difficulties that the world can force upon a faithful servant of Jesus (2 Timothy 3 :10-11).  
Paul mentions a few of the occasions on which he has been persecuted, and even as he writes he 
is under sentence of death for proclaiming the gospel.  These persecutions did not come because 
Paul was confrontational or hot-headed or aggressive, but simply because he proclaimed the full 
truth and glory of Jesus. 
 
The world can accept most forms of religion, even when it dislikes them, because they are 
usually no threat to worldly values.  Thus most forms of so-called Christianity are tolerated and 
often welcome in our society, because they bear little resemblance to the true gospel, and 
because they allow their adherents to pursue worldly kinds of goals under the guise of 'religion'. 
 
I ndeed, in this world the ungodly often have the upper hand (3 :12-13 ).  They do not have to 
accept God's values or perspective, and they do not have to live by them.  U nfortunately, when 
believers in Jesus see this, they too often join the worldly in using fleshly forms of motivation 
and questionable kinds of tactics to achieve what they think are spiritual goals. 
 
The apostle exhorts Timothy to be neither discouraged nor tempted by this state of affairs, but to 
hold closely to what he knows to be from God (3 :14-17 ).  The truth of God's Word, the strength 
of God's love, and the depth of God's grace will not fail us, but to experience this we must 
continue to rely on these and these alone, not on worldly forms of knowledge or power. 
 
Timothy has known God's truth and God's love since he was very young, and they have not 
failed him yet.  Not all of us have had such lifelong knowledge of God, and yet God grants all of 
us many demonstrations of the certainty and reliability of his wisdom.  I n the Scriptures, for 
example, we have a nearly limitless wealth of teachings both practical and inspirational.  We can 
be prepared for everything that truly matters in this world. 
 
Note the significance in the description of the Scriptures as " God-breathed"  (or, inspired by 
God).  They were not meant to be an impersonal or academic work, to be dissected or analyz ed 
in a forensic fashion.  Just as God breathed life into the first human he created, so also he has 
given of his very self in communicating the truth to us.  This awareness can help us to 
understand God's Word in the personal way that he desires, and this in turn can make us better 
prepared to minister to others who need God's love and grace. 
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THE LORD KNOWS THOSE WHO ARE HIS: 
PAUL'S SECOND EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

 
Week Eight: In Seas on &  Out Of Seas on (2 Timothy 4:1 -8 ) 

 
I f everyone realiz ed and appreciated the great blessings that Christianity offers, then Christian 
ministry would be easy to conduct.  But, while one aspect or another of the gospel may 
occasionally find favor in the world's eyes, as a whole the genuine gospel is deeply opposed to 
the world's values, perspectives, and beliefs.  I f, then, we want to serve Jesus faithfully, we must 
be ready to teach the same truths whether they are popular or unpopular, whether they are 
welcomed or opposed.  Worldly habits and perspectives can never change the truths of God. 
 
Paul exhorts Timothy to preach the Word of God, not to preach what others want to hear (2 
Timothy 4:1-4).  He reminds Timothy of Jesus, of Jesus' kingdom, and of Jesus' future return, for 
the truth is based on these unchanging things rather than on the whims and fashions of this earth.  
Since the worldly do not have a true knowledge of God, they live by ever-changing moods and 
emotions, which they try to pass off as knowledge and insight.  As the apostle says, they reject 
God's wisdom, and instead listen to the kinds of 'experts' who will say what they want to hear. 
 
Likewise, our society, our era, and our culture like to present themselves as unique, with the 
implication that they don't have to 'follow the same rules' as other times or places.  But human 
nature never changes, and the true human needs do not change.  I f we wish to fit into our own 
worldly time and place, then genuinely following Jesus won't make it easy.  But if we wish to 
find a meaning in life that transcends time, place, and circumstance, then Jesus alone offers us 
this chance. 
 
Like Timothy, we must keep a clear mind and be ready to persevere if we want to help others 
(4:5).  Otherwise, we too can fall into the world's way of thinking.  Even believers can end up 
accepting the world's ways and methods, because they want to experience success and praise 
now, rather than waiting to receive praise from God on the Day of Judgment. 
 
Paul himself is writing in full knowledge that his own end is near (4:6-8).  He describes himself 
as a libation or drink offering (see also Philippians 2:17 ), because the drink offering is only an 
accompaniment to the main sacrifice.  Paul's entire ministry is only an added drink offering when 
compared to the blood sacrifice, the sin offering, of Jesus himself.  Paul has no illusion about his 
own importance.  Yet he is also sure of his reward.  He can now, with a clear conscience, end his 
sufferings on earth and receive the eternal blessings that come with going home to see God. 
 
The apostle has fulfilled what God called him to do, and it is time for him to leave the work on 
earth to Timothy and others.  This same realiz ation should influence our own ministries.  Every 
individual human is only a drink offering, an added display of devotion and appreciation to God.  
None of us will ever be the main focus of God's plans.  We thus will do well to consider how we 
can pass along the truly important, timeless truths to future believers, rather than merely trying to 
maximiz e popularity or 'results' in our own time. 
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THE LORD KNOWS THOSE WHO ARE HIS: 
PAUL'S SECOND EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

 
Week Nine: Spiritual Safe-Keeping (2 Timothy 4:9-22) 

 
The apostle Paul is well aware of his impending execution, and he also knows that his faithful 
associate Timothy could someday face the same kinds of dangers and persecutions he himself 
has so often endured.  God does not, and indeed cannot, guarantee us lasting safety in this 
present world.  But instead he offers us the much greater assurance of spiritual safe-keeping.  Not 
only does he promise us eternal security and safety once we join him in his own home, but he 
also assures us that he can keep us faithful in this world as long as we desire to be one with him. 
 
At this point in his epistle, Paul makes some interesting and varied observations about some of 
the persons he has met in the course of his ministry (2 Timothy 4:9-15).  His point in doing so is 
twofold, for he wants Timothy to make every reasonable effort to come to see him before too 
long, and he also wants his younger associate to be aware of some things he might himself 
encounter.  Surprising though it may seem, the renowned apostle is facing death almost 
completely alone, and he must even ask Timothy to retrieve his cloak and books for him. 
 
One reason why Paul is nearly by himself is that God has sent some other faithful servants of 
God, such as Titus and Crescens, to places where they are needed.  Paul naturally accepts this; 
yet he longs to have Timothy and Mark, another younger believer, join him and Luke.  Another 
former believer, Demas, has wandered away from Jesus because of his love for this world.  The 
mention of Demas is poignant in view of the Philemon 1:24 and Colossians 4:14, which remind 
us that Demas had stayed close to Paul during his earlier imprisonment.  Finally there is 
Alexander, the kind of malicious opponent of the gospel who will arise from time to time. 
 
The apostle shares a thought-provoking perspective on his trial and imprisonment (4:16-18).  
From the legal perspective, the trial was apparently a complete defeat for Paul, leaving little hope 
that he may escape doom.  Yet this is not at all the way that he looks at it.  Even in an apparent 
defeat, he sees God's hand guiding him to victory. 
 
Paul's concern is not the fate of his earthly body, but the faithfulness of his own testimony.  By 
God's grace, Paul proclaimed the gospel fully and faithfully even with his life at stake.  This is 
what he considers a victory, and this is what he counted on God to do.  He is more concerned 
that God protect his faith and his hope than he is that God will deliver him from physical harm. 
 
As he closes the epistle (4:19-22), Paul gives us some additional personal glimpses.  For all his 
faith, for all his confidence that he will soon be in heaven with God, he is still human.  His 
thoughts go to Timothy, whom he dearly hopes to see on earth once more.  He thinks also of 
faithful, trustworthy servants such as Priscilla, Aquila, and others.  And he passes along greetings 
to Timothy from some other brothers and sisters whom Timothy may only barely know. 
 
With a focus on eternity and on spiritual truth, combined with a caring awareness of the needs of 
others, Paul sets an encouraging example that we can still emulate many centuries later. 
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