THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM:
STUDIES IN PROVERBS

Sunday AM Adult Bible Class, Summer 2013

Proverbs helps us to see how a spiritual perspective can be applied to even the most routine
aspects of life. On a deeper level, it teaches the importance and nature of God's wisdom. It
shows us the difference between worldly intelligence and spiritual understanding, and it
illustrates the difference between mere self-interested cleverness and genuine godly wisdom.

The opening section of Proverbs (chapters 1-9) emphasizes the importance of God's wisdom and
discusses the ways we are tempted to turn to the world for wisdom instead of to God. The next
portion of Proverbs (chapters 10-24) contains the main collection of the actual "proverbs", most
of which are isolated one- or two-verse thoughts. The last part of Proverbs (chapters 25-31) is a
somewhat more focused collection of "proverbs"” that was added later to the original collection.

Tentative Outline & Schedule:

Week Topic Passage

Week 1 - June 2 Seeking Spiritual Wisdom Proverbs 1-2

Week 2 - June 9 Wisdom & Discipline Proverbs 3-5

Week 3 - June 16 Wisdom & Perspective Proverbs 6-7

Week 4 - June 23 Wisdom Has Set Her Table Proverbs 8-9

Week 5 - June 30 Foundations Of A Righteous Life Proverbs 10-12*
Week 6 - July 7 Self-Control In Its Various Forms Proverbs 13-15*
Week 7 - July 14 Perils Of The Proud Proverbs 16-18*
Week 8 - July 21 Sluggards & Their Kin Proverbs 19:1-22:16*
Week 9 - July 28 Sayings Of The Wise Proverbs 22:17-24:34*
Week 10 - August 4 Spiritual Wisdom In Relationships Proverbs 25-27*
Week 11 - August 11 Spiritual Survival In A Fleshly World Proverbs 28-29

Week 12 - August 18  Spiritual Mysteries & Spiritual Treasure Proverbs 30-31

* In studying these sections of Proverbs, we shall select related verses to study from the given passages,
rather than doing an expository study as in the other weeks.

The class on Proverbs will be the second in a series of three classes connected by the concept of
perspective. The book of Job, which we studied in Spring, teaches perspective on the troubling
questions of life. Proverbs provides spiritual perspective on daily living. The book of
Colossians, which we shall study in Autumn, helps us to develop an eternal perspective.
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THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM:
STUDIES IN PROVERBS

Notes For Week One: Seeking Spiritual Wisdom (Proverbs 1-2)

Proverbs opens with an extended exhortation on the importance and nature of God's wisdom.
God offers us the chance to benefit from his transcendent perspective and his deep
understanding, yet he also allows us to choose whether to accept or reject his offer of spiritual
wisdom. He hopes we will listen to him, yet he graciously lets us make the choice for ourselves.

Prologue To Proverbs (Proverbs 1:1-9)

God's offer of spiritual wisdom is extended equally to the young and to the old, to the learned
and to the uneducated. There is no one who cannot find considerable benefit from listening to
God's perspective and values; and there is no one to whom God will not willingly give this
opportunity. Our own attitude determines how much we might benefit from his wisdom.

The book of Proverbs offers to help believers attain wisdom and discipline (1:1-3). Its wisdom is
both spiritual and practical, offering us the chance to develop a more spiritual perspective while
at the same time learning how to live a "disciplined and prudent life", to "walk in the light, as he
is in the light" (1 John 1:7). Neither Proverbs nor any other portion of Scripture pretends to offer
excitement, earthly glory, or earthly gain; so we are implicitly faced with the question of whether
more spiritual goals are of interest to us. God's wisdom is certainly different from the world's.

Spiritual wisdom is of value to all who listen; and it is offered to all, both to the wise and to the
"simple™” (1:4-6). The wisest humans are still far remote from God's perspective, and will always
have much to learn - in fact, it is a sign of genuine wisdom to admit how much one does not
know. The simple - those who have not yet developed either good judgment or bad judgment* -
can significantly alter the course of their lives by choosing God's wisdom over worldly wisdom.

* Most versions, including the KJV, RSV, and NIV, use "simple" in verse 4 to describe such a person. The
NASB uses "naive". See the note below for a comparison between Proverbs' use of "simple™ and "fool".

The book of Proverbs thus has something for everyone. Its practical teachings cover a wide
range of situations, so that any reader will find large numbers of "proverbs"* that will apply to
his or her life. Beyond that, the book of Proverbs teaches us the nature of godly wisdom, and
often it implicitly calls us to reconsider our views on the nature of wisdom itself.

* In everyday usage, a "proverb” usually means a short, often pithy statement that uses a simple but
memorable figure of speech to make a point, either practical or philosophical. The Hebrew word translated
"proverb” literally means a comparison, but over time it had come to mean any wise or witty saying.

The awareness (or fear, see below) of God is merely the beginning of knowledge (1:7-9*, see
also 9:10). All our lives, we need humility and grace to grasp what God tells us. None of us can
survive spiritually without remaining close to God's presence and voice, and no human or human
organization is ever a genuine authority on spiritual matters. Thus "fools** despise (spiritual)
wisdom and discipline”, for the flesh not only hates to acknowledge God's superiority, but also
hates having no 'standard’ by which one's flesh can prove itself superior to others'.

* Most commentators and Bible versions with section headings start a new 'section’ of the book after v. 7.

** The Hebrew word translated as "fool" in Proverbs means someone who deliberately or willfully rejects
spiritual wisdom, and it thus is a stronger term of criticism than the mere "simple" (see above).
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