
COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week One: Th e Messenger (Mark 1:1-8 ) 

 
The gospel of Mark is known mostly for its brevity, since it is by far the shortest of the four 
divinely-inspired accounts of Jesus' life and ministry.  Like all of the gospels, its primary purpose 
is to help us to develop faith in Jesus, as Lord and Savior, as Son of God and Son of Man.  Like 
all of the gospels, it has its own particular characteristics that - if we are aware of them without 
reading too much into them - can help us to get even more out of studying it. 
 
The early Christians arranged the four gospels into their now-familiar sequence, based on the 
order in which they were originally written and distributed in the first century AD .  (Many 
modern commentators claim in their books that Mark was written before any of the others;  but 
this rests on speculation that emphasizes human decision-making rather than divine inspiration.) 
 
The first gospel to be known and widely circulated was Matthew.  N ot long afterwards, Mark's 
account of the gospel began circulating near R ome, and Luke's account (soon followed by the 
sequel that we call Acts) also appeared.  All of these became widely known, read, and taught by 
believers between AD  60 and AD  7 0 (John was written a couple of decades later). 
 
This apostle Matthew evangelized in areas where most of his audiences were Jewish.  Thus his 
gospel account particularly emphasizes lessons of relevance to those readers.  Luke ministered 
primarily to Greeks (notice the cities where he appears with P aul in Acts), and this sometimes 
comes through in his gospel account.  Mark's gospel was first published in R ome, and it reflects 
in part the R oman habit of practical, to-the-point explanations. 
 
This can explain details or confusing passages in the gospels.  Y et the gospel never caters to any 
particular culture or personality type.  The gospel equally refutes every human philosophy, 
political platform, and judicial system.  Thus Matthew convincingly reveals that common Jewish 
beliefs about law, the Messiah, and God were badly mistaken.  Mark demonstrates that R oman 
values and attitudes completely fail to provide answers to our most important questions.  Luke 
shows the worthlessness of the philosophies and institutions that the Greeks valued highly. 
 
Thus Mark's description of John the baptizer (1:1-8 ) is not meant to emphasize John's personal 
character or beliefs.  John, like Mark, Matthew or anyone else, is at best a messenger who can 
guide others to the source of true wisdom and true life: Jesus.  The passage emphasizes this in 
two ways.  The quote from Isaiah 40 reminds us that the gospel is not a human plan, made for a 
particular time or place - it reflects divine perspectives and values that were established long 
before any human knew about them.  The narrative also stresses John's humble declaration that 
he is not even worthy to stoop down and untie the Messiah's sandals. 
 
So, whether we read Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John, we must set aside everything we have been 
told by human beings, so that we can see Jesus as he truly is: a transcendent being who can never 
be fitted into any human culture or lifestyle.  All who seek him honestly will learn gladly to 
leave behind their human opinions, cultural values, fleshly heroes, and other burdensome idols. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Tw o: My  Son, Wh om  I Love (Mark 1:9-28 ) 

 
The second gospel's concise, matter-of-fact approach reflects in part its origins in R ome, where it 
was written and first appeared.  Y et its human author, like all those who wrote down the inspired 
Scriptures, knew that the gospel refutes the values of every human culture and society.  As Mark 
now introduces us to Jesus the Son of God, he repeatedly shows us how different Jesus is from 
any human leader or authority. 
 
We first meet the adult Jesus when he comes to be baptized by John (1:9-13).  U nlike the others 
whom John has baptized, Jesus is sinless;  yet he too is baptized "to fulfill all righteousness" 
(Matthew 3:15).  Afterwards the Spirit descends upon him visibly, and God's voice speaks to him 
directly.  Of his subsequent temptation by Satan, Mark gives few details.  V ery concisely, these 
few verses tell us that Jesus' public ministry would not begin until these preliminaries had been 
fulfilled.  As straightforward as these events may appear, they teach us some important lessons. 
 
Jesus did not launch his ministry with a press conference or an advertising campaign.  He just 
came and stood in line to be baptized with everyone else.  He made no statements or speeches 
about his qualifications to be the Messiah, relying on the fact that he belonged to God and came 
from God.  He did not start off with a big budget, a huge office, or a fancy car paid for with his 
supporters' money - instead he started with a period of deprivation and testing.  D o today's 
churches have attitudes at all like this?   Or do we have more confidence in the world's methods?  
 
Later - after John has been imprisoned - Jesus begins to call a few others to join him (1:14-20).  
He does not attract them with promises of profit, fame, or excitement;  he simply promises that, 
"the kingdom of God is near".  Jesus does not ask them to adopt any particular methods or to 
agree with a list of doctrines;  he asks simply that they follow him.  This too contrasts sharply 
with the ways that churches often cheapen Christian ministry with slogans and programs. 
 
We see another dimension of Jesus when he shows his power over 'evil spirits' (1:21-28 ).  While 
our human curiosity wants to know more details about these spirits and whether they could still 
exist, it is more important to grasp the lessons about God that events like this teach us.  U nclean 
spirits or demons (whoever or whatever they may be) are spiritual entities over whom mortal 
beings clearly have no control - yet they unhesitatingly submit to Jesus.  This is the point, for 
Jesus has this kind of lordship over everything in our world. 
 
The great patience of Jesus and of his father often leads us to take their great power for granted.  
In fact, our impatience often leads us to question God's power, or at least to question his 
willingness to use it.  But God's patience comes from compassion, not laxness.  The time will 
come when everyone, believer and unbeliever alike, will see the full power of God.  That day 
will be much more satisfying for those who humble themselves now, and who acknowledge their 
full dependence on his mercy. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Th ree: J esu s &  His Priorit ies (Mark 1:29-4 5 ) 

 
The second gospel has introduced us to Jesus by showing us how he began his ministry, how he 
called his first disciples, and how he demonstrated his power over unknown spiritual forces.  In 
all these things, Jesus has a perspective much different from that of a human ruler or leader.  His 
approach to ministry rejects worldly methods, his message to potential followers ignores any 
fleshly expectations, and his restrained use of power baffles the worldly mind.  N ow, we shall 
see some further examples of Jesus' priorities. 
 
From the start of his ministry, Jesus made a regular practice of healing those with diseases and 
similar problems (1:29-34).  His compassion is evident, for he stays at his work well into the 
night, meeting their needs without asking anything - even gratitude or belief - in return.  This is 
God's nature;  he pours out blessings on everyone, believer and unbeliever alike, thankful and 
ungrateful alike.  Our self-centered nature tends to reproach God for the comparatively few 
things that he does not 'fix', instead of noticing the countless ways that he takes care of us.  But 
God bears with us patiently, for he loves us and cares about us anyway. 
 
After a long night of healing, Jesus still gets up early to spend time in prayer (1:35-39).  He not 
only does so very early in the day, but also chooses an out-of-the-way place where he won't be 
found for a while.  Jesus often allowed himself to be disrupted or inconvenienced, but this is 
different, because to pray he inconveniences himself.  Healing and teaching were of great value 
to Jesus, and indeed he says, "that is why I have come".  But time with his Father was essential. 
 
Because our human mentality fixates on methods and numerical results, we often have little 
appreciation for prayer, and little understanding of what makes it worthwhile.  (We have similar 
problems with studying the Scriptures.)  Jesus shows us that we will do well simply to see that 
time with God is important for its own sake.  What do we do when we find ourselves with 
another person whom we like or respect?   We just talk to them about whatever seems at the time 
to be worthwhile.  Why not try the same thing with God, and see where it leads?  
 
Jesus again shows us his priorities when he heals a leper (1:40-45).  He cures the man's leprosy, 
of course, but before that he touches him.  Given that lepers were universally shunned, it may 
have been years since another person had touched this man.  Jesus desires not only to have us 
accept his Father's authority, but also to have us see his Father's compassion. 
 
N otice, though, that those whom Jesus healed had initiated contact with him.  This certainly does 
not mean that he won't give us anything until we ask for it.  But it does show us that he wants to 
see if we are willing to come to him and express our need for his help.  God blesses everyone 
with many things they don't even notice, but his greatest blessings - his presence, the forgiveness 
of sins, eternal life - go to those who humbly admit that they can never earn or deserve these 
gifts, and who eagerly seek them through God's grace and mercy. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Fou r: Take Y ou r Mat  &  Go Hom e (Mark 2:1-12) 

 
The second gospel opens by showing how Jesus began his ministry, called his first disciples, and 
demonstrated his power over unknown spiritual forces.  It also shows us some of Jesus' priorities.  
He thought quite differently from the ways that mortal humans tend to think, and he generally 
treated other persons in unexpected ways.  Both of these are illustrated again in this next passage. 
 
With Jesus becoming well-known, he attracts a large audience, leading to an unusual situation 
(2:1-5).  Several persons have brought a paralyzed friend to Jesus, hoping he will heal the 
paralysis.  Blocked by an overflow crowd, the paralytic's friends make a hole in the roof above 
Jesus, and the assembled crowd suddenly sees a man up a mat descending right in their midst.  
Jesus calmly responds to this unusual development with an equally unexpected pronouncement. 
 
Jesus sees the faith of the paralytic's friends, but he comments neither on this nor on the man's 
physical needs, telling him instead that, "your sins are forgiven."  Aside from the reaction from 
the religious authorities, this must have baffled the crowd - especially the men who had gone to 
such trouble to bring their ailing friend to Jesus.  Jesus will soon heal the man, but first he causes 
his listeners to think about their needs.  As much as Jesus cares about our physical needs, he is 
far more concerned with our spiritual needs.  There are many earthly ailments that can cause 
great harm in this life, but unforgiven sin has eternal consequences that are far worse. 
 
It is not surprising that the teachers of the law find Jesus' statement offensive, rather than merely 
confusing (2:6-7 ).  On this particular occasion, we do not know for certain whether these persons 
have already hardened their hearts against Jesus, or whether they just do not yet understand him.  
But the point for us is to realize how important it is to have our sins forgiven - and to realize that 
indeed God alone can forgive them.  Many persons 'believe in God', but trust human authorities 
to tell them whether they are 'good enough', instead of looking to God alone for the answer. 
 
Finally, Jesus miraculously heals the man, but first he gives the crowd something more to think 
about (2:8 -12).  When he asks whether it is easier to tell the man that his sins are forgiven or to 
tell him to get up and walk, the answer is not as obvious as it may seem.  In one sense, it is easier 
to tell the man that his sins are forgiven, since no one can disprove it;  if you tell the man he can 
walk, then it will be obvious if you are wrong.  But then, human skill and effort can potentially 
cure any physical ailment;  while it is beyond all human knowledge or authority to provide 
eternal forgiveness of sin, or to provide the security of eternal salvation. 
 
Jesus did not cure all diseases on this earth, nor did he fix all problems and injustices.  He proved 
his power over these things, and then showed us that we have even greater needs.  Finally, he 
suffered a horrifying death to meet our deepest spiritual needs.  Jesus told the paralyzed man, 
"take your mat and go home".  He calls us to see our need to come to the cross to be saved.  It is 
up to us to hear, to accept, and to respond. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Five: Th e Old &  Th e New  (Mark 2:13 -22) 

 
From the beginning of Jesus' ministry, he showed extraordinary power and unexpected priorities.  
As God's only Son, Jesus brought an entirely N ew Covenant.  When he called someone to follow 
him, he did not ask the person merely to change outwardly, but instead to gain a completely new 
understanding of life. 
 
This is illustrated by Jesus' interactions with the tax collector Levi, or Matthew (2:13-14).  A 
R oman official, Levi's life was probably focused completely on money.  We see below (verse 
15) that Levi was quite prosperous, so he had been good at his job - R oman tax collectors could 
keep anything they collected over and above the quota given to them by the government.  But 
when Jesus calls Levi, he abandons his booth (his office), without the slightest interest in what 
would happen to his accounts and any cash sitting there. 
 
This selfish, hated tax collector understood something that the respected religious authorities did 
not grasp (2:15-17 ).  We all have an equal need for Jesus.  The only thing that distinguishes us 
spiritually is the degree to which we accept this or reject it.  The world's opinions and ratings do 
not matter at all to God.  This is why Levi responded to Jesus without hesitation or conditions. 
 
The P harisees and teachers of the law rejected Jesus' teachings because they thought they were 
'good enough' already.  The P harisees and teachers of the law were popular in their day, because 
their listeners were happy to hear how they too could become 'good enough'.  The same problem 
is widespread today.  Too many believers listen to fleshly religious teachers who teach methods 
and promise results (whether numerical, financial, or emotional), instead of learning to rely on 
God's grace and Jesus' blood, and leaving the rest to God. 
 
A different aspect of this arises when Jesus is questioned about fasting (2:18 -22).  Since some 
other religious groups are engaged in a public fast, Jesus is asked why his own disciples are not 
doing likewise.  Jesus points out that fasting itself is not the issue;  rather, the attitude of these 
questioners is at fault.  N either fasting nor anything else should be done in order to be seen by 
other humans.  U nless it is between oneself and God, then it has little meaning. 
 
Jesus tells them not to try to mix new and old, because the gospel is equally new (and equally 
challenging) for everyone.  Anyone who wants to follow Jesus has to give up all human-made 
systems of determining who is 'good enough' and who is 'not good enough'.  It makes no 
difference whether we want to use knowledge or results or morality or anything else - all such 
'standards' are completely invalid. 
 
Jesus' illustrations (the patch and the wineskin) emphasize that it is not possible to mix the new 
gospel way of grace with the old human-made ways of fleshly standards.  We are saved by grace 
alone, or not at all.  We would do well to set aside fleshly religion once for all, and constantly 
remind ourselves and others that Jesus' blood is the only way to be saved. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Six : The Sab b ath Was Mad e f or Man (Mark 2:23 -3 :6) 

 
Jesus brings a New Covenant of grace, which cannot be mixed or combined with other ways of 
seeking God.  The fleshly mind has grave difficulties understanding grace, and there are 
countless misconceptions about what God's grace is and about what it means to us.  The same is 
true with the concept of the Sabbath, as the next two passages illustrate. 
 
When Jesus' disciples pick grain on a Sabbath, the religious authorities are quick to disapprove 
(2:23 -24).  Their concept of the Sabbath focused on avoiding 'work', and they had developed a 
lengthy set of rules defining what did or did not constitute 'work'.  Most of these rules were silly, 
and it is easy to enjoy criticizing these Pharisees.  But that is not the point of the passage. 
 
Jesus' answer refutes the Pharisees' mistaken ideas of the Sabbath, but it also presents a challenge 
to our own perspectives (2:25-28).  "The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath."  
God did not create a set of rules, and then come up with some creatures that he could force to 
follow them.  The Sabbath was created to fill a need, not to exert God's authority.  In the Old 
Covenant, the Sabbath was a simple but important way to make sure that humans took one day a 
week off from their daily labor.  They were to do no labor for profit or profession.  Thus it was 
silly to criticize the disciples for picking grain, since their activity was not the kind of 'work' that 
God prohibited on the Sabbath. 
 
Today, many believers adhere to arbitrary and useless rules about their outward behavior on a 
day that they erroneously believe to be the Sabbath, without grasping the spirit of the Sabbath.  
The Sabbath protected humans rather than restricting them.  In most other ancient societies, the 
working classes had no 'weekend' at all.  God designated the day as holy (belonging to him, not a 
part of this world) in order to emphasize the connection between a caring Creator and his 
dependent creations.  Because the day was holy, it had to be kept strictly. 
 
The next incident re-emphasizes the difference between outward physical effort and the kind of 
labor that the Sabbath prohibits (3 :1-6).  The Sabbath is about abstaining from serving self, not 
about abstaining from physical exertion in itself.  Thus it is perfectly appropriate for Jesus to heal 
others on the Sabbath.  When we see the Pharisees' irrational anger about this, we too should take 
warning.  The gospel will also threaten and refute our own idols and misconceptions.  If we wish 
to follow Jesus, there will be times when we too must give up beliefs that we once held dear. 
 
"There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; for anyone who enters God's rest also 
rests from his own work" (Hebrews 4:9-10).  We have a Sabbath in the New Covenant, but it is 
not Saturday, and it is not Sunday.  Our Sabbath rest is the life we lead in Jesus, no longer 
devoted to the things of this world, but given over to walking in Jesus' footsteps.  The Christian 
life is a Sabbath, meant to protect us from the pitfalls and disappointments that inevitably come 
from foolishly pursuing worldly treasures and sensual pleasures.  Christians still perform much 
physical activity, but we rest once for all from living for selfish ambitions or sinful desires. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Seven: Th ose Wh o Follow  J esu s (Mark 3 :7 -3 5 ) 

 
D uring his life on this earth, Jesus attracted attention from many different kinds of persons, who 
were interested in Jesus for many different reasons.  The gospel writer provides us here with a 
brief panorama of the widely varying kinds of persons who came to see Jesus.  This can help us 
to see the ways that Jesus was perceived during his time here, and it can also remind us to look 
more closely at our own expectations of Jesus. 
 
Jesus attracted large crowds throughout his public ministry (3:7 -12).  His appearance always 
attracted attention, and it was not possible to come face-to-face with him and remain indifferent.  
The real Jesus always brings some kind of response.  The fictional versions of Jesus we so often 
encounter today - Jesus as a 'good moral philosopher' or as a mere reformer of outward actions - 
are met with apathy, since they do not represent who Jesus really was and is.  We too should 
guard against the tendency to sanitize Jesus just to make him less unsettling to the fleshly mind. 
 
Amongst the vast crowds who came to see him, Jesus focused particular attention on twelve 
persons whom he would bring more closely into his life and ministry (3:13-19).  If we were 
reading the gospel account for the first time, then we would not see the reasons for this for a 
while;  and indeed it is doubtful that the apostles themselves had any real understanding of their 
responsibilities until much later. 
 
As Jesus' activities became increasingly well-known, there were others who misunderstood him 
or even sought to discredit him (3:20-30).  Even his own family thought that Jesus was in fact 
insane, and thought they needed to 'look after him'.  More immediately, Jesus has to deal with a 
severe accusation: some religious leaders are saying that Jesus is actually an agent of the devil 
himself.  Jesus calmly points out the absurdity of this charge, for the things Jesus is doing cannot 
possibly please the devil, who does not want to see human suffering eased or diminished. 
 
But then Jesus adds a somber warning about blaspheming against the Holy Spirit.  In attributing 
the Spirit's own work to the devil, these persons are committing an extreme act of blasphemy that 
cannot be forgiven.  Although there is little reason for any of us to worry that we have committed 
this grievous sin, there is still a useful caution to us.  It is all too common, and too easy, for 
someone who has been angered or offended to make extreme, emotional comparisons with 
notorious historical villains.  This is never good, and usually dangerous.  Jesus' followers should 
discipline themselves not to storm or rage against the behavior of others - whether public figures 
or personal acquaintances - because we know that in God's eyes we stand in equal need of grace. 
 
Jesus also uses his family's appearance to point out the nature of the relationships that mean the 
most to him (3:31-35).  There is no doubt that he loved his physical family, but his true family 
consists of those who follow God's will and Word.  The closest ties of genuine fellowship are 
those based on God, for only those will last beyond this brief lifetime. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Eight: Teaching In Parab les (Mark 4 :1-3 4 ) 

 
Throughout Jesus' ministry, there were those who trusted him and believed in him to the point 
that they left their old lives behind; but there were many others who came to see him out of mere 
curiosity, or even with the desire to discredit Jesus.  So, Jesus at times used a different teaching 
approach with crowds than he would when talking to a smaller, closer group of followers.  Thus 
we see his frequent use of parables, which are valuable to us both for the specific lessons they 
hold and also for the insight they give us into Jesus' approach to ministry. 
 
The parable of the farmer, the seeds, and the soils is one of Jesus' best-known teachings (4:1-20).  
Yet it is often misapplied by believers who use it to analyze human attitudes and responses, 
putting the spotlight on ourselves rather than on God.  There is nothing particularly surprising 
about the responses of the various soils, but there is something quite unusual about the farmer. 
 
What actual farmer would deliberately scatter good seed all over the landscape, most of it in 
places where he knows it will not grow?  Yet this is exactly what God does.  He graciously gives 
his Word of truth to the entire world, knowing that most will not heed it.  Jesus compassionately 
suffered and shed enough blood to save the whole world, yet most will disdain the offer, thinking 
they are already 'good enough'.  It is far more important to appreciate this insight into God's 
character than it is to analyze whether someone is a 'rocky soil' or a 'thorny soil' - chances are 
that this 'information' will only confirm what was already known, anyway.  It is only the fleshly 
desire for acclaim and results that leads to this parable being used in these human-centric ways. 
 
The first parable is followed by two parables that, while much simpler, hold some powerful 
truths (4:21-29).  In fact, their main points might at first seem contradictory: the parable of the 
lamp reminds us of the responsibility that comes with knowing the Word of truth, while the 
parable of the growing seed tells us that the truth of God and the gospel will spread and grow all 
on its own, whether we do anything or not. 
 
These two ideas actually fit together.  The real power of the gospel always comes from God.  
God never actually needs any of us, for he always has many means of working his will.  When 
we forget this, we make absurd conclusions, such as thinking that someone's soul may be lost 
because of a particular believer's inaction.  (If we believe this, then what does this say about our 
view of God?)  When we are willing to do his will, it serves different purposes, important in 
other ways.  It testifies to our love for God and our trust in him.  It shows that faith in him leads 
to concern for others.  These things please and glorify God in ways that mere results cannot. 
 
When we truly understand the power and truth of the gospel, it can seem overwhelming; thus 
Jesus' next parable re-assures us that we do not have to do anything extraordinary (4:3 0-3 4).  We 
think that it takes ''great faith' to please God, and this would be very difficult for most of us.  But 
Jesus says that we need only a mustard seed's worth of faith.  That's much more attainable!  
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Nine: Overw helm ed  By God ' s Pow er (Mark 4 :3 5 -5 :20) 

 
The parables in chapter 4 show us the enormous power of God's truth, and help us accept our 
dependence on God.  Too often, believers expect the ministry of the gospel to bring fleshly thrills 
and excitement, trying to pass off fleshly accomplishments as spiritual experiences.  But when 
we catch a genuine glimpse of God's power - even a very small one for a brief moment - it will 
bring humility and reverent fear.  Whenever someone comes into the direct presence of God 
(think of Moses, Isaiah, Paul, and many others), this is always the first response. 
 
This is illustrated when Jesus calms a severe storm by his spoken words alone (4:3 5-41).  The 
disciples are frightened by the storm, but even more terrified when the storm stops so suddenly.  
They immediately grasped something that many today, with the pride and false security that we 
get from our 'modern' science and technology, refuse to see.  It is indeed dangerous to find 
ourselves at the mercy of natural forces more powerful than we are.  But what does that say 
about the God who is so much more powerful than the natural forces themselves? 
 
Many of the worst flaws in today's churches come from the simple unwillingness to accept and 
proclaim this.  Believers who fuss and fret about politics, churches that emphasize programs and 
slogans, church leaders who insist that they have the 'right' methods - all such as these should 
realize how infantile these things are if there really is a living God who rules over our universe. 
 
A much different incident results in a similar response from many of those who saw it (5:1-17 ).  
When Jesus faces a man tormented by a host of demons, we see a further aspect of his divinity.  
Once more the situation is fearful, and once more Jesus' response - allowing the demons to go 
into a herd of pigs, who panic and drown themselves - is even more frightening to those without 
faith in him.  We do not know the specific details of demon possession in the New Testament, 
but we are told all that we need to know.  We see clearly that mortal humans are helpless against 
these forces - and we see equally clearly that the demons are even more helpless against Jesus. 
 
It is worth imagining how we may have felt confronting this demon-crazed person, with his loud 
howling, bizarre actions, and the remnants of chains still dangling from his appendages.  All this 
would be intimidating, but the demons had no defense against Jesus.  We too should try to see 
through the fearful appearance of the forces (tangible and intangible) that oppose the truth of the 
gospel.  None of them can stand firm against the living God, when he chooses to confront them. 
 
The gospel writer provides a brief epilogue to this incident, to show us another aspect of the 
situation (5:18-20).  Though the rest of the witnesses were so afraid that they demand that Jesus 
leave their area, the healed man himself is strongly drawn to Jesus.  He wants to come with 
Jesus, but he just as willingly follows Jesus' instructions to tell others what has happened.  He is 
not afraid of Jesus' enormous power, but rather he rejoices in being so close to the divine. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Ten: Meet ing Needs &  Calm ing Fears (Mark 5 :21-4 3 ) 

 
Those who met Jesus - whether they loved him, opposed him, or feared him - saw things in him 
that transcended earthly ways of thinking and analysis.  In this next passage, the gospel writer 
describes a series of events that show us how Jesus combines great power with great compassion, 
giving us a memorable example of his spiritual priorities and perspective. 
 
Almost as soon as Jesus arrives in a new location, he is sought out by a man with a desperate 
request (5:21-24a).  With a dear child near death, the synagogue ruler Jairus has put all of his 
hope in Jesus.  He may not have a lot of faith, but what matters is that he knows where to put the 
faith he does have.  For his part, Jesus does not delay in coming with the man. 
 
But even as Jesus sets off to heal the little girl, there is an unusual interruption (5:24b-29).  
Amidst the large crowd following along, there is a long-suffering woman who also puts her hope 
in the healer from N azareth.  For years, she has been troubled by painful bleeding, and has been 
constantly disappointed by the physicians she has consulted.  But she has seen enough of Jesus to 
have confidence in him - she is so sure of his power that she doesn't even speak to him;  she 
merely touches his garment, and is instantly healed. 
 
Knowing that the woman has been healed, Jesus could simply continue on his way, but he wants 
to stop and talk to her (5:30-34).  He is pleased with her faith, and joyful in knowing that she is 
healed, but it was important to Jesus to establish personal contact.  The shy woman is reluctant to 
identify herself, but then she finds that Jesus only wants to speak a few words of kindness to her.  
All the while, Jairus is anxiously waiting for Jesus, but Jesus knows that he will soon meet 
Jairus's needs as well.  It shows us something significant about Jesus' priorities that he considers 
it important to speak to the woman even when other important needs are waiting for him. 
 
Then comes some bad news for the synagogue ruler (5:35-36).  While he was patiently waiting 
for Jesus, his daughter has died.  Has Jesus' love for the sick woman caused his daughter's death?   
N o, but it will test his faith.  Most persons would become either very depressed or very angry, 
but this man simply accepts Jesus' request, "don't be afraid;  just believe".  This is a lesson for us 
as well, because we shall often see God work to meet the needs of others while our needs wait.  
This is not because God doesn't care, nor is it because he is incapable of acting simultaneously in 
different situations.  It is because God knows our true needs, which we rarely do. 
 
While we expected Jesus to heal the girl after all, he also does so in a way that gives us even 
more to think about (5:37 -43).  Jesus calmly ignores the wailing and mourning to go directly to 
the girl's room.  Again he heals her not by a mere word, but by a personal touch.  There was 
never a question that Jesus would heal the girl - even if she had died.  But he always wants us to 
see that our physical needs, however crucial they may seem to us, are never as important as our 
spiritual needs. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Eleven: Believers In An Unbelieving World (Mark 6:1-29) 

 
When Jesus came to this earth, "though the world was made through him, the world did not 
recognize him.  He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him" (John 
1:10-11).  Many persons were blessed to see him during his life on our planet, but only a very 
few ever appreciated him and honored him for who he truly was.  So too today, Jesus and those 
who truly follow him will be equally misunderstood and unappreciated in this life. 
 
This is strikingly illustrated in Jesus' return to his hometown (6:1-6a).  Everyone remembered 
him from his youth, and could not adjust their thinking to see him in a new light.  This is a 
shame, but it is no different from our own struggles to appreciate Jesus as he really is.  We are so 
familiar with worldly images of Jesus that we have great difficulty seeing how the Scriptures 
truly portray him.  He is not, and never was, a mere good moral teacher or a philosopher.  He is 
the Lamb of God, who more than anything else came to shed his blood to wash away our sins. 
 
Jesus also tries to prepare his disciples for facing similar problems themselves (6:6b-13).  This 
'sending out of the twelve' would give them a first chance to experience the joys and sorrows that 
come with speaking in Jesus' name, for those who follow in Jesus' footsteps will often be 
misunderstood and unappreciated as well.  Even when we believe in Jesus, we have to battle 
against our own fleshly tendency to look at others the way the world does.  "So from now on we 
regard no one from a worldly point of view." (2 Corinthians 5:16) 
 
Humans tend to expect from each other and value in each other the same things that they expect 
from God and value in God.  They want their fleshly desires and earthly needs fulfilled, so when 
we focus instead on their spiritual needs - as indeed we should do - they will often be displeased.  
If we hope to be able to convince others that they need their sins forgiven, that they need a 
relationship with the God of the universe, and that they need the eternal security and purpose that 
only God provides, then we must first learn to value these things ourselves. 
 
Jesus' fellow servant John the Baptizer was especially ill-treated at the hands of unbelievers 
(6:14-29).  For a short time, he experienced renown and even a degree of popularity, yet his life 
ended abruptly and miserably.  He is yet another biblical example of suffering as a consequence 
of doing the right thing.  King Herod liked John, and if John had not been so faithful in speaking 
the truth, then Herod would not have harmed him.  But when John's truthfulness angers Herod's 
wife, the king is too weak to make the right decision, and John is executed. 
 
We all love to hear stories about someone who does the right thing and is rewarded for it.  But 
the Scriptures often remind us that the opposite can and does happen, too.  The point is that God 
wants us to learn to do the right thing because it is the right thing, not in hopes of a reward.  Our 
human nature makes it difficult for him to teach this to us, but he is ever patient, and meanwhile 
he blesses us anyway in many ways that we barely notice. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Tw elve: Physical Nourishm ent &  Sp iritual Nourishm ent (Mark 6:3 0-5 6) 

 
The more that we see of Jesus' life on this earth, the more we realize how many discouragements, 
threats, and exhausting responsibilities he had to endure.  Yet he was always ready to give more; 
indeed, he constantly met in others the very kinds of needs that no one but his Father would meet 
for Jesus himself.  No matter what burdens he carried in his own body, Jesus was always a 
source of life, growth, and nourishment to others. 
 
Jesus' feeding of the five thousand shows Jesus bringing both physical nourishment and spiritual 
nourishment (6:3 0-44).  This is one of a very few events that is recorded in all four of the 
inspired gospel accounts, so it is certainly both striking in its nature and significant in its 
implications.  On one level, Jesus gives a powerful display of his power over nature itself, by 
contradicting the most basic principles of science.  Yet it is equally important to notice what 
Jesus does not do. 
 
Jesus always had the power to do anything, to change anything, to 'fix' anything in our world.  
Yet he used his power only to meet the most obvious and essential human needs.  He fed the 
starving and healed deadly diseases, but did not use his power to generate earthly wealth or 
obtain earthly authority, no matter how good the purpose may have been. He proved his power 
over everything in this world so that we could see that our deepest needs are not of this world. 
 
Afterwards, Jesus provides another memorable demonstration of his nature just to his disciples 
(6:45-52).  After he deliberately stays on land to pray while they start rowing across the Sea of 
Galilee, Jesus starts walking across the surface of the lake, saying nothing and waiting for the 
disciples to respond naturally.  R ather predictably, they are frightened, and he even has to 
persuade them to let him into the boat.  The Scripture's observation on this is interesting: "for 
they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened". 
 
We sometimes wish that we could see 'just one' miracle, assuming that never again would we 
have trouble believing.  But many persons who saw multiple miracles, and still struggled to 
believe.  Belief in God does not really focus primarily on accepting the miraculous.  The real 
challenge is to accept God as transcendent in a more general sense: that, as God himself says, 
"My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are my ways your ways" (Isaiah 55:8).  R ealizing 
that Jesus' priorities are higher than ours is even more difficult than accepting his miracles. 
 
And Jesus still gets little time to rest and reflect, for more needs are waiting for him when he 
reaches his destination (6:53 -56).  Wherever he went, whatever else he said or did, there was 
always an endless stream of human needs waiting for his attention.  Jesus accepted this, and we 
too should learn to see the implications.  We too live in a world filled with physical needs and 
spiritual needs.  Our world also lacks the ability to distinguish genuine needs from mere desires.  
Jesus' example is a tough one to follow, but he wouldn't have called us to do so unless he fully 
intended to be with us all the time. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Thirteen: Physical Cleanness &  Sp iritual Cleanness (Mark 7 :1-21) 

 
It may be called by different terms, but the idea of cleanness is important in just about any form 
of religion or philosophy.  E veryone has some kind of concept about what constitutes 'clean', 
whether they think of it is being 'clean' or 'good' or 'acceptable' or 'religious'.  Most such ideas, 
though, are erroneous, for they are based on fleshly human logic and on outward appearance.  
Jesus teaches us a different, more spiritual way of looking at things. 
 
An incident arises when the religious leaders see that Jesus' disciples do not follow all of the 
customs and rituals that were recognized by these 'leaders' (7 :1-5).  The Pharisees and religious 
teachers had an elaborate set of procedures connected with eating and preparing food - these 
were not from Scripture, but had been accumulated over the years by various human authorities. 
 
In themselves, these customs were harmless, though useless (they were purely ceremonial, not 
hygienic practices), to those who practiced them.  The problem was that these so-called leaders 
were not content with following their own rules: they expected others to follow their customs, 
and they vocally disapproved of those who did not do so. 
 
Jesus thus reproves the Pharisees, not for their 'rules' p er se, but rather for the way that they 
exalted them to the level of mandates (7 :5-8).  Because they relied on outward practices to be 
'religious', their hearts had wandered from God.  Now, it is easy to criticize the Pharisees, and to 
criticize those today whom we see as Pharisees.  But if we feel that we are better than these 
Pharisees, then we have just become Pharisees ourselves. 
 
Jesus describes the tell-tale sign that shows us when things have gone wrong: when 'religion' 
leads us to mistreat others or ignore their needs (7 :9-13 ).  His specific example concerns a 
practice of the time: someone could designate a portion of their wealth as having been 'devoted 
to God', and then refuse to use such wealth to help those in need, under the guise of spirituality.  
An obvious, selfish misuse of God - but again, this is not in Scripture to help us feel superior. 
 
Jesus would easily find examples today of those who use their 'religion' to act selfishly.  It is all 
too common for believers to adopt strong political beliefs and claim God's support for them.  All 
too often we see believers use their "Scriptural concerns" as an excuse for divisiveness.  All too 
often, church leaders claim that their positions should exempt them from accountability or 
criticism.  In their essentials, these and similar forms of misbehavior are no different from the 
things Jesus criticizes in the Pharisees.  Since we all struggle with these things, we all ought to 
learn to soften our own hearts, rather than being indignant with others who have these flaws. 
 
Jesus caps off a challenging teaching with an important principle: uncleanness does not come 
from the outside, but from within (7 :14-23 ).  Again he hits at one of our own common 
weaknesses.  We tend to fuss over what is wrong with the world around us, and to worry about 
its influence on our families and friends.  But it is in our own hearts that sin and uncleanness 
arise.  We should instead look into our hearts, and purify ourselves of envy, resentment, malice, 
and the like.  These are much more dangerous to us spiritually than the world's crude tactics are. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Fourteen: The ' Dogs'  &  The Deaf  (Mark 7 :22-3 7 ) 

 
The many accounts of healings in the gospels help us see how universal Jesus' compassion is.  
He blesses and serves those from every conceivable lifestyle, reputation, and background.  
Although healing and serving were only incidental to his main purpose of providing forgiveness 
of sins, the things he did for individuals proved his power over the things of this earth, while 
showing his concern for real, individual human beings.  We'll see this in these two examples. 
 
First, while Jesus is in Tyre - a prosperous seacoast town populated largely by Gentiles and those 
of mixed ancestry - a Gentile woman comes to ask him to help her seriously ill child (7 :24-26).  
This woman has actively sought information about Jesus - and, while her request in itself may 
not reveal how much she actually understands, her response to Jesus' comment (see below) will 
tell us that she had a good grasp of some important ideas. 
 
Jesus' response is unusual, for at first glance it could be taken as an insult (7 :27 ).  Comparing the 
Jews to children and the Gentiles to their dogs, Jesus implies that the Jews have a prior 'claim' of 
sorts to his services.  This is not Jesus' own mindset, but rather a representation of the ways that 
many Jews of his time would have thought.  Yet his point is not to criticize - neither the woman 
nor the Jews - because his real interest is to test the attitude of this desperate mother.  D oes she 
think that she is entitled to have her request fulfilled, or will she accept it by grace? 
 
Surprisingly - or perhaps not, since Jesus may have perceived her wise humility - the mother has 
the perfect reply (7 :28).  Neither accepting nor rejecting the implications of the image of the 
children and their dogs, she emphasizes that she comes to Jesus on the basis of need, not of 
entitlement.  She seeks Jesus' help by grace and humility, just as he most wishes us to do. 
 
So, of course, Jesus performs the healing that she requests (7 :29-3 0).  But notice once more that 
the mother shows a subtle sign of faith, in taking Jesus at his word rather then demanding that he 
come with her.  Since most of those who sought him desired his physical presence as a part of 
the healings they requested, Jesus always noticed when someone's faith was such that they did 
not need this.  To us, this is always an important example. 
 
This is followed by another healing, this time of a man who had lost the ability to hear and to 
speak (7 :3 1-3 7 ).  These passages are so common in the gospel accounts that we often forget to 
consider what life must have been like for a person with these afflictions.  Perhaps that explains 
why Jesus gives special personal attention to this man - after all, we have just seen him heal a 
girl without even being physically present, so he could have healed this man with words alone. 
 
Again and again we see that Jesus' healings were not done in assembly-line fashion, to maximize 
the number of them.  Seeing others as human souls was always important to Jesus, and we can be 
assured that he sees us the same way.  Whether he chooses to relieve our sufferings at once, or 
whether he calls us to endure them a while longer, we can always be assured that he understands. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Fif teen: Bread  &  Y east (Mark 8 :1-21) 

 
The image of bread is found throughout the gospels, for it suggests food and sustenance.  We all 
need to be constantly fed and nourished, so that our bodies do not weaken or die.  But our need 
for spiritual nourishment is even greater.  Along with bread, Jesus also uses the image of yeast, 
to suggest impurity.  This is done to suggest that worldly perspectives and worldly logic can 
work their way into our minds just as yeast works its way through a batch of dough. 
 
Jesus performs something of an 'instant replay' miracle, as he feeds a crowd of four thousand 
with only seven loaves of bread (8:1-10).  Since not long ago he performed a nearly identical 
miracle (differing only in some numerical details), we may be inclined to pass over it - indeed, it 
seems as if the disciples did so.  To Jesus, each person or group of persons is equally special.  He 
never tires of doing things to help others and to show them his Father's power. 
 
Then comes a brief confrontation with the Pharisees, which will mostly be significant for its 
impact on the disciples (8:11-13 ).  There are several occasions in the gospel accounts when, for 
one arbitrary reason or another, they ask him for a miraculous sign (even though they have 
already seen plenty of them) to 'prove' his authority.  We see God's nature in the requests that 
Jesus fulfills and those he refuses.  In particular, he will not accommodate this kind of demand.  
He knows that these Pharisees will not change their minds anyway. 
 
L ater, when the group is crossing the lake in their boat, Jesus comments on the spiritual danger 
posed by the Pharisees (8:11-16).  He refers to their attitudes and their influence as 'yeast', 
because the average Jew of the time tended to accept them without really thinking about the 
implications of their approach to God.  The legal mindset, the tendency to judge others as 
inferior, and the belief that righteousness comes from outward actions - all these seem pretty 
sensible to the fleshly mind.  The Pharisees merely taught what others expected to hear. 
 
But the disciples miss this completely, for their minds are too literal.  They hear only the word 
'yeast', and assume that Jesus' comment has to do with literal bread.  As it happens, they had 
neglected to bring bread with them, and they assume that Jesus is reproving them for it.  This is 
hardly unusual, for in every era there are literal-minded believers who cannot bring themselves 
to think more spiritually.  This can be frustrating, but let us remember that Jesus deliberately 
chose persons like this, and was extremely patient with their shortcomings. 
 
Jesus tries as best he can to help them - and us - to understand the key point (8:17 -21).  Yet 
getting the 'answer' is less important than making a real effort to understand God.  So Jesus asks 
them to reason through things, rather than just telling them what he meant.  And so again, even 
in the simplest of situations, Jesus is always teaching us something.  Specifically, he asks them to 
consider the miracles they have seen.  Jesus can multiply even a small amount of bread into 
enough for a huge crowd, so why would he reprove them for forgetting to bring bread?  They, 
like so many of us, get focused on the "how to's" and the "rules" instead of on spiritual 
perspectives.  This was the Pharisees' problem, and it can become ours as well if we are careless. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Six teen: Seeing Clearly (Mark 8 :22-9:1) 

 
Blindness was common in Jesus' day, and we often see him compassionately restoring the ability 
of the blind to see the world around them.  But spiritual blindness was just as prevalent, as it is 
today.  Those with damaged eyesight cannot see things around them for what they are, and those 
with spiritual blindness - a far more dangerous disorder - also cannot see things as they truly are. 
 
We see this first in a literal way, as Jesus heals a blind man (8:22-26).  This healing is unusual in 
that Jesus heals the man in two steps, rather than all at once.  It is doubtful that Jesus' power was 
defective on this occasion, so there is probably another reason why at first the man sees only 
dimly, and only after a second healing does he regain his full sight. 
 
In a way, this is much like the way Jesus brings us spiritual sight.  On rare occasions, we may 
experience the joy of sudden enlightenment on one subject or another, but more often we grow to 
understand God and his qualities a little at a time.  It is a constant battle against our own flesh as 
well as against the world's lies and propaganda.  L ike this man, we should not despair when we 
can see things only faintly, because that is often a valuable step in our spiritual development. 
 
Afterwards, Jesus checks his disciples' spiritual eyesight, asking them to think about who he is 
(8:27 -3 0). We would do well to ponder our own true attitudes towards Jesus.  When Peter 
acknowledges him as Christ (Messiah), this is by no means a mere 'correct' answer that Peter has 
learned.  He is admitting that Jesus knows all and has all authority, so that Peter is willing to 
submit completely to him.  This indeed is why we refer to 'confessing' Jesus as L ord - for in 
doing so, we are implicitly confessing that we are not lords in any sense of the word. 
 
Though Peter could see some things clearly, we quickly see that he has much to learn (8:3 1-3 3 ).  
When Jesus begins to prepare the disciples for his upcoming time of suffering and sacrifice, 
Peter suddenly thinks that he knows better.  He goes so far as to pass along his ideas to Jesus, 
only to receive a stinging rebuke.  We are hardly better than Peter, for we too are constantly 
certain that we know a better way than Jesus does. 
 
Jesus tells us to turn the other cheek, but we think it is better to punish.  Jesus tells us to love 
everyone equally, but we feel justified in showing all kinds of favoritism.  Jesus emphasizes how 
much more important spiritual blessings are, but we continue to crave and demand that he give 
us the material things we desire.  "Get behind me, Satan", indeed.  We need Jesus' help to resist 
our tendency to explain away his teachings, before we can live them out. 
 
Peter is hardly the only one who needs to improve his spiritual eyesight (8:3 4-9:1).  We admire 
Jesus for carrying his cross, yet we do not wish to imitate him.  Jesus comes to call us out of this 
world, not to make things better for us in this world.  Our lives here are short, and our blessings 
ephemeral.  We will never understand Jesus or his Father until and unless we accept that the 
greatest blessings for our faith will not be found in this physical world. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Seventeen: On The Mountain, Then Back On Earth (Mark 9:2-29) 

 
The scene of Jesus' transfiguration is one of the most unusual episodes in the gospel accounts.  
Indeed, we can only barely grasp its full significance, for it only hints at the true grandeur of 
Jesus and his Father.  Yet immediately after this dazzling display of divine splendor, Jesus must 
come back to earth, both figuratively and literally.  R eturning from the mountain, he quickly has 
to sort out a messy situation that some of his disciples have gotten into. 
 
Seeing the transfiguration must have been an amazing experience (9:2-8), and Peter remembered 
it vividly many years later (2 Peter 1:16-18).  We sometimes get so caught up in speculating or 
theorizing about the transfiguration that we miss out on the splendor of God that it displays.  
Indeed, isn't that what God told the three disciples who saw it: "L isten to my Son! "  We too 
should stop trying to analyze passages like this, and take in the glimpse of God that they give us. 
 
On the way down from the mountain, the three awestruck disciples try to sort through what they 
have experienced (9:9-13 ).  Jesus knew they would not be able to grasp what they had seen, and 
yet he makes no attempt to explain to them the "lessons" or "practical points" that they need to 
learn from the transfiguration.  Indeed, he adds another thing to think about, telling them to keep 
quiet about the transfiguration until he rises from the dead.  True to form, they now try to figure 
out what this might mean!  
 
Then, when they reach the bottom, Jesus is immediately drawn into a public argument (9:14-18).  
Instead of merely having three well-meaning but befuddled disciples who understand very little, 
now he steps into a public confrontation between the other disciples and a restless, unhappy 
crowd.  The matter at issue is a young boy, tormented by a demon, whose father has come to the 
disciples hoping for healing.  Instead of healing the boy, the disciples have merely provoked the 
teachers of the law to start another one of their campaigns to undermine Jesus' ministry. 
 
Though he expresses understandable disappointment, Jesus nevertheless patiently resolves the 
situation in his usual sensitive manner (9:19-29).  We do see some emotion in his rhetorical 
question, "O unbelieving generation, how long shall I stay with you."  Of course, Jesus will 
never leave us, but we would do well once in a while to ponder how our own silliness and 
fleshliness must make Jesus feel. 
 
Jesus does cure the boy of his demon, and the scene gets a bit uncomfortable because of the 
violent struggle that the demon puts up.  It turns out to be no surprise that it was too much for the 
disciples to handle.  But again, rather than indulge our idle curiosity regarding the fascinating 
details of the healing, let's learn the key point first.  There are powerful forces opposed to God, 
and dealing with them is well beyond our capabilities. 
 
We are always completely dependent on Jesus' blood and on his Father's grace.  Only their 
compassion can protect us from the spiritual dangers of this life.  It is fine if we can grow to 
understand some of the mysteries of Christianity, but faith is always more valuable than analysis, 
and humility will keep us safer than knowledge alone. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Eighteen: Follow ing J esus Together (Mark 9:3 0-4 1) 

 
E veryone who truly wishes to follow Jesus will be called upon to change deep-rooted beliefs, 
habits, and values.  It gets even harder when we add the uncertainty and complexity that come 
when we worship and serve God as a body.  This challenge is so difficult that some believers 
retreat from it altogether, persuading themselves that it is enough to live faithfully by oneself.  
Yet the gospel inherently calls us to minister and live together, no matter how hard it seems. 
 
Jesus himself would pay the supreme price for his love for others, and he often foretold this to 
the disciples (9:3 1-3 2).  It was hard for them to accept, and it is hard for us to accept.  We do not 
like to admit that we have no hope outside of God's grace; and even when we can grudgingly 
acknowledge our dependence on Jesus' blood, we certainly do not like the idea of following in 
his steps.  Sacrificing for others is never easy or fun, but this what we are called to do. 
 
To seek God together, we must also learn to abandon our competitive nature (9:3 3 -3 7 ).  What a 
sad spectacle we see in these verses, with Jesus speaking of fearful times to come, while these 
benighted disciples compete with one another for a pointless sense of fleshly supremacy.  Yet 
they are no more foolish than believers today who allow fleshly passions to flare up over 
sporting events, political elections, or - perhaps worst of all - who will 'win' in church disputes. 
 
The world naturally glorifies competition, because most persons with power and wealth obtained 
it through dominating others, while those who do not have these things crave them so much that 
they eagerly engage in selfish competitions.  But nothing of spiritual or eternal importance 
requires any competition.  God has enough grace and love for us all to have an unlimited supply.  
There are many rooms in our Father's house, so there is plenty of space for everyone. 
 
Similarly, we must avoid the "us and them" mentality that is so prevalent amongst the worldly 
(9:3 8-41).  Jesus' disciples are jealous when they see an 'outsider' using Jesus' name in his 
ministry, and so they are properly rebuked.  But so too should we be rebuked when we find 
ourselves attaching our loyalty to fleshly methodologies or personalities, feeling that our 
"correctness" or "goodness" is more important than the wisdom and grace of the living God, who 
for centuries has done wondrous things through persons who are far from correct or good. 
 
"Whoever is not against us is for us" does not mean that everything is all right as long as it is 
done in Jesus' name, nor does it have anything to do with telling whether or not someone is saved 
- it doesn't even address that kind of fleshly 'issue'.  Jesus is reminding us of something more 
important: the value of helping others without worrying about results or loyalties or appreciation. 
 
It means the same thing as when he then says, "anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name 
because you belong to me will certainly not lose his reward."  Acts of kindness, when done 
without any expectation of rewards or results, are always pleasing to Jesus.  Shouldn't we also 
learn to appreciate them in the same way, setting aside our logical analysis and our pseudo-
religious agendas, so that we can become just a little bit more like Jesus? 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Nineteen: Loving One A nother (Mark 9:4 2-10:12) 

 
Following Jesus together means more than merely participating in the same activities, and it 
involves more than merely developing the necessary tolerance for one another that makes it 
possible to be together several times during the week.  We are called to love another, not merely 
to love those who please us or who love us in return, but to put the interests of others - even if 
they do not 'deserve it' - ahead of our own. 
 
To do this requires sober-minded perspectives and priorities (9:42-50).  When Jesus makes his 
provocative call to cut off a hand if it causes us to sin, he prefaces this (and two other equally 
graphic images) with a warning not to cause the 'little ones' to sin.  He says this because believers 
are notorious for rationalizing all kinds of fleshly excesses by convincing themselves that they 
are strong enough to enjoy them safely.  But even on the rare occasions when this comfortable 
deception is true, it still misses the point.  It is just as important for others as it is for ourselves 
that we learn to crucify the cravings, obsessions, and restlessness of the flesh. 
 
Those who worship their careers may rationalize it by pretending that this is of great benefit to 
their families - whereas in truth their families need personal attention and spiritual example more 
than material abundance.  L ikewise, we may convince ourselves that our foolish political 
loyalties (sorry for the redundancy) are "based on the Bible"; but they are still spiritually toxic - 
they blind us with self-righteousness and fleshly logic, preventing us from seeing the world 
through the all-compassionate, non-judgmental eyes of Jesus.  The very formation of parties and 
factions is one of the ugly acts of the sinful nature that Paul condemns in Galatians 5:19-21. 
 
Hobby-horses about things that the church "should do differently" are also worse than worthless.  
If you truly wish to serve the souls and spirits of others, then you can do so in countless valuable 
ways regardless of whatever mistakes your congregational leaders may make.  All of these 
hindrances can and should be mercilessly plucked out of our hearts, but our exaltation of self 
makes us cry out in anger when asked to do so.  Is it any wonder that commentators on this 
passage so often discuss what it does not mean, instead of pondering what it does? 
 
Jesus next addresses the subject of divorce, another topic on which the flesh often wishes to 
avoid the full import of Jesus' teaching (10:1-12).  Because marriage brings out both the best and 
worst in human beings, it provides many illustrations of the difference between godly love and 
the phony feelings that humans often call 'love'.  When Jesus here explains that the very 
existence of divorce is at best a sad concession to human sinfulness, he thus indicates that by its 
nature divorce is not suitable for forensic analysis.  God takes the breaking of a relationship - 
even a bad one - far more seriously than fleshly humans do. 
 
The purpose of these and similar passages is not to create rules or laws to govern relationships, 
but to show us that anything as precious as a relationship between sentient beings should bring 
out all the humility, grace, and compassion that our fallible hearts can spare.  It is a great 
blessing to know one another in Christ, and we would do well to show more appreciation for it.  
Jesus shows us some good ways to do this. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Tw enty: Let Them  Com e (Mark 10:13 -3 1) 

 
We never need to prove ourselves worthy of following Jesus - indeed, that is impossible.  
Instead, he asks only that we wish to follow him and to know him and, in turn, to know his 
Father.  These next two passages illustrate different aspects of this, both difficult for the earthly 
mind to accept.  In one sense, it is extraordinarily easy to follow Jesus.  On the other hand, it is a 
great challenge, for we truly must sacrifice all we have on this earth. 
 
Jesus often used children to illustrate important spiritual qualities (10:13 -16).  Overall, children 
combine many good qualities with plenty of bad qualities, so we cannot simply take a child as a 
perfect example for a disciple.  What we do see clearly is that Jesus does not turn away anyone 
who comes to him.  A child can offer Jesus only himself or herself: children cannot "do great 
things", they do not know much, and they are not nearly as innocent as we tend to think them. 
 
So, when Jesus says, "the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these", he does not refer to 
some characteristic of children (as our fleshly minds would analyze it) so much as he emphasizes 
that they come with nothing to offer but themselves.  We too must come to Jesus not with 
promises about all we plan to do for him, not with lists of all we have learned, and not with 
expectations of what Jesus will give us.  L et us come to Jesus just as these children do - loving 
him for his own sake, and simply offering ourselves, whatever that may or may not involve. 
 
Another side of following Jesus is seen in his conversation with a rich man who wants to follow 
him (10:17 -22).  When this man boldly claims never to have broken any commandment in the 
old law, Jesus never even questions him, however dubious such a claim may be.  For there is a 
more important problem: following laws cannot in itself bring about a relationship with Jesus. 
 
So, when Jesus tells the man to sell all he has and give the money to the poor, he is not testing 
the man's obedience, nor is he seeing whether the man is 'worthy' to follow Jesus.  This is no 
more and no less than the terms on which we all must come to Jesus: as is, ready to give him 
everything, aware that he needs nothing from us while we must trust him for everything. 
 
R ather than hunt for reasons why this is merely a 'special case', we should let Jesus tell us what it 
means (10:23 -3 1).  As his famous analogy shows, it is not merely difficult for a rich man to enter 
the kingdom of God - it is impossible.  Unreliable commentaries sometimes contain a cock-and-
bull story about a narrow gate of Jerusalem that necessitated the unloading of one's goods before 
entering the city, hoping to lessen the severity of what Jesus says; but verse 27  clarifies the 
absolute impossibility of coming to Jesus on human terms.  Only his grace makes it possible. 
 
The moment we come to Jesus, we place all that we have at his feet.  He assures us that we shall 
receive much more in return, but we should not expect him simply to return our worldly goods 
with interest.  He instead fills our lives and hearts with spiritual blessings of incalculable value.  
It is up to us to appreciate them properly. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Tw enty-One: Truth Or Conseq uences (Mark 10:3 2-5 2) 

 
Because Jesus embodies truth, he never hides unpleasant realities from his followers.  When he 
lived in human form on this earth, he regularly told his disciples about the suffering and death 
that awaited him in Jerusalem.  Yet they, like us, did not want to accept this side of Jesus.  On a 
previous occasion, we saw Peter actually presume to 'correct' Jesus for speaking of such things.  
On this occasion, the response is even more foolish and fleshly. 
 
With Jesus now nearing Jerusalem for the last time, he again explains what is about to take place 
there (10:3 2-3 4).  Although for a time he will enjoy enormous popularity, it will only be a matter 
of days before everyone turns against him.  The disciples will still be taken by surprise, but Jesus 
hopes that at some point their memory of his warning will help to strengthen them. 
 
E ven after listening to Jesus' grim recital of the sufferings he will soon undergo, the disciples' 
minds are entirely on selfish matters (10:3 5-41).  While they do trust that someday Jesus will 
reign in glory, they misunderstand the implications of this.  James and John go so far as to ask 
for the two highest places of honor when the time comes, completely forgetting or ignoring what 
lies ahead in Jerusalem.  The rest of the disciples are no better - they are 'indignant' not for Jesus' 
sake, but because they fear that James and John may take privileges away from them. 
 
It is easy to criticize these fleshly men, but we are hardly any better.  We are reminded daily of 
the bloody death Jesus endured for our sins, and yet we treasure the toys and flattery of the world 
more than we treasure the forgiveness of sins and other spiritual blessings.  At least the disciples 
demonstrated their faith by leaving behind their homes and personal belongings - we cannot even 
get our minds off of trivial worldly issues and imagined slights.  We ought to focus more on 
spiritual truths, and less on the earthly consequences that can come from accepting them. 
 
Jesus' response shows that their problem - and ours - goes beyond outward details, for in Jesus 
we must learn to view human leadership in a far different way than the world does (10:42-45).  
Jesus never claimed any earthly position or authority, and never asked for any special privileges 
or rewards.  How appalling, then, when mere humans expect such things in return for our 
comparatively insignificant talents.  To be great in God's eyes is to be a humble, sacrificing 
servant, nothing more.  Those who accept this will not struggle with envy, rivalry, or resentment. 
 
Jesus does meet a person who perceives correctly the consequences of Jesus' identity (10:46-52).  
With Jesus surrounded by the usual crowd, a blind man named Bartimaeus becomes aware of 
Jesus' presence nearby.  After calling out to Jesus, he is heard and is healed of his blindness.  But 
notice his appeal to Jesus: "Son of D avid, have mercy on me."  He does not feel any sense of 
entitlement, though he has clearly suffered a sad misfortune.  He surely does not understand all 
that is going to happen to Jesus, but he knows enough about Jesus to be humbled by him.  He 
makes his request humbly, asking for mercy, not a reward, giving us a good example to follow. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Tw enty-Tw o: J esus In J erusalem  (Mark 11:1-26) 

 
With this trip to Jerusalem, the last phase of Jesus' life on this earth begins.  He arrives to nearly 
universal cheering and acclaim, but within a few days the same crowds will be calling for his 
death.  On arriving in the city, Jesus meant many things to many different persons, but during 
this last week of his life he would clarify once and for all the real meaning of his life. 
 
If we didn't already know what would soon happen, then Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
would be a thrilling scene indeed (11:1-11).  The symbolism, the cheers, and the general 
commotion are finally a fitting recognition of God's Son.  But many in these crowds are cheering 
an imaginary Jesus, someone to fulfill their worldly desires rather than meet their spiritual needs.  
E ven today, whole churches are built around a man-made Jesus who caters to one human 
perspective or another.  But the real Jesus came to forgive sins and to teach us that we must 
accept him by grace alone.  The real Jesus is boring to the flesh, but he gives life to the soul. 
 
On Jesus' way into town the next morning, there is an odd incident (11:12-14).  Figs are not in 
season, yet Jesus deliberately acts displeased with a fig tree that doesn't have any.  In anyone 
else, we might ascribe this to ill-temper or fatigue, but with Jesus we must look for a different, 
deeper reason.  This tree itself has done nothing wrong; it is just being used to make a point. 
 
Believers in Jesus are blessed with the presence of the Spirit, and thus can and should "preach 
the Word . . . in season and out of season" (2 Timothy 4:2).  While it is natural for living things - 
even humans, from an earthly perspective - to have productive periods and dry spells, those who 
live in Jesus should at all times be willing to live as Jesus has called them to do. 
 
On reaching the city, Jesus proceeds to the temple area and has his famous confrontation with the 
merchants stationed there (11:15-19).  Over the years, the temple court had attracted many 
traders and salesmen, but these bad practices started with seemingly good intentions.  The 
various sacrifices in the old law were often inconvenient and costly, and those who did not 
understand their true purpose - in other words, most of the Israelites - appreciated the ease with 
which they could buy or trade for what they needed in Jerusalem, rather than planning ahead. 
 
So, when Jesus chases these merchants out of the temple area, he is not merely making a 
statement against profiteering by the rich.  He is showing us that true worship involves genuine 
sacrifice, and human efforts to make it "easy" are not good, regardless of their apparent 
motivations.  The same would hold true today about all the gadgetry and pageantry that in so 
many religious bodies have replaced simple, sincere expressions of praise and thanks to God. 
 
The next day, there is a sequel to the strange episode of the fig tree (11:20-26).  It has withered, 
just as Jesus said.  It is not easy to bear spiritual fruit for God, and we should not expect it to be.  
When we try to make it 'fun' or 'easy', whether for ourselves or for others, we are missing the 
point.  True spiritual fruit is never "in season", but with the Spirit and the Word we can bear it. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Tw enty-Three: The Source Of  A uthority (Mark 11:27 -12:12) 

 
D uring the last week of his life on earth, Jesus went from a public hero to a figure of disdain and 
disgrace.  The false expectations of him proved fatal in human terms, yet his death paradoxically 
brought life to us all.  In between the triumphant entry and the crucifixion, Jesus would clarify 
many difficult points, and in most cases he would tell neither the crowds nor the authorities what 
they wanted to hear.  In these two passages, he deals with the nature of spiritual authority itself. 
 
Because the religious authorities cannot dispute the wisdom and truth of Jesus' teachings, they 
try instead to undermine his personal credibility, by questioning his authority to teach (11:27 -
3 3 ).  Jesus turns the tables on them in an amusing fashion, but in so doing he also makes a 
serious point about the nature of genuine authority.  His tactic is simply to ask them their views 
on John the Baptizer - if they endorse John as a man of God, then they convict themselves, for 
they disregarded his teachings; but if they disown John, then they stand to lose popularity, 
because the crowds thought highly of John. 
 
As it is, these religious 'leaders' simply stand there gaping and looking silly.  But as always, we 
ought not feel too complacent when we see their embarrassment.  Jesus was not just using a trick 
to win one argument; he was making a more general point that challenges all of us.  It is human 
nature to think of 'authority' in terms of 'credentials' instead of seeking the truth.  And we also are 
all too guilty of peppering God with our self-interested questions, instead of answering the 
questions that he poses to us. 
 
Jesus' next parable further convicts these misguided religious authorities (12:1-12).  The planter 
represents God, and the tenants are his people.  When he sends his messengers to them, they 
mistreat or kill them, in all cases denying the owner the fruits of his own land.  They even kill his 
own son, just as the religious leaders of Jerusalem would shortly kill Jesus.  Throughout Israelite 
history, it is a sad truth that they invariably mistreated God's true prophets and servants. 
 
Yet this parable is for us too.  R eligious humans readily respond to aggressive, self-interested 
leaders who stoke their resentments and give them someone to blame for their problems.  But 
such teachings are not from God.  Preachers who promise to provide excitement, or who pretend 
to know the way to human perfection and achievement, are welcomed; while those who preach 
humility, forgiveness, and compassion are often disregarded. 
 
God sends messages to us every day, telling us to get rid of our worldly perspectives, opinions, 
and loyalties.  It doesn't matter whether we got them from the news, from politicians, or even 
from our families.  And it certainly doesn’ t matter that we can often rip a few Scripture verses 
out of context to justify worldly behavior or attitudes.  Only Jesus speaks truthfully about his 
Father.  He consistently teaches us to humble ourselves, to serve others first, and to consider the 
needs of others first.  It is by doing these things, not by focusing on plans that glorify ourselves, 
that we show Jesus our love and trust for him. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Tw enty-Four: Q uestions &  A nsw ers (Mark 12:13 -4 0) 

 
D uring the last few days of his public ministry, Jesus faced many different questions and 
expectations.  Perhaps sensing the significance of this time span, Jesus' most determined enemies 
now approach him with the most difficult and controversial questions they can think of, hoping 
either to trap him or embarrass him.  But Jesus repeatedly frustrates them, not merely answering 
them convincingly, but also revealing his much greater wisdom and deeper perspective. 
 
Having been frustrated repeatedly by Jesus' wisdom and self-control, the Pharisees team up with 
a rival group, the Herodians, to spring a trap (12:13 -17 ).  In asking whether Jewish believers 
should pay taxes to the R omans, they are simply using one of the day's controversial issues - like 
trying to get a public figure today to express an opinion on abortion or another emotional issue.  
If Jesus says they should pay the taxes, then many persons will be angry with him for supporting 
their oppressors.  If he says they should refuse to pay, he could get in trouble with the R omans. 
 
Jesus deals with the question in a simple way that provides us with a model for such things.  To 
"give to Caesar what is Caesar's", we must learn to recognize the things of the world for what 
they are.  This is difficult for us because of our emotions and our false fleshly loyalties, but it can 
be done.  In matters involving things of value only in this world - fame, wealth, position, and the 
like - we simply should not resent or resist the need to give them their due.  But the things that 
belong to God - our hearts, our souls, our minds - these we should give wholly and fully to God. 
 
Next a different group, the Sadducees, tries a favorite trick on Jesus (12:18-27 ).  Their question 
about a woman who had seven husbands (who will she be married to in heaven?) is similar to 
some silly questions that skeptics ask today ("Can God make a rock so big that he couldn't lift 
it?") in that the answer is simple if you have the right perspective - but very confusing otherwise. 
 
Jesus points out the simple truth that they are missing - when God raises us from the dead, our 
nature will not be that of earthly beings.  "The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised 
imperishable" (1 Corinthians 15:42).  Marriage and other earthly institutions will have no real 
meaning in eternity - and this should not disappoint us, because they will be replaced with better 
things.  In order to experience the greatest of God's blessings, we have to be willing to give up 
the temporary things that we have in this life. 
 
Then a teacher of the law decides to give Jesus yet another popular hobby-horse question of the 
time (12:28-3 4).  The issue of "the greatest commandment" was a popular subject of debate, both 
among theologians and among the masses, but Jesus ends it once for all.  Those who love God 
and who love their neighbors do not need any other commands, for they will never wish to harm 
others, and they will always look to bless others. 
 
After so easily turning aside all of these popular tricks, Jesus re-emphasizes some general points 
with a question of his own (12:3 5-40).    The question itself is simple on the surface, but it is 
beyond the know-how of the groups opposing him.  And it also reminds us of Jesus' pre-
eminence.  He is greater than D avid or Moses or and other human, and he alone is deserving of 
our unreserved devotion and trust. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Tw enty-Five: Y ou Never K now  (Mark 12:4 1-13 :3 7 ) 

 
There are some noteworthy contrasts in Jesus' last few days.  Jerusalem had impressive sights 
and lavish displays of human wealth, yet it was also home to some very poor and unfortunate 
persons.  In these passages, we see Jesus turn these comparisons upside-down.  The poor widow 
is praised and remembered, while the impressive buildings are doomed to oblivion. 
 
Jesus' remarks about the poor, faithful widow are widely discussed and rarely heeded (12:41-44).  
Many faithful believers do not or cannot give much more than this widow does, and we rarely 
take the time to thank such persons.  Churches tend to worry about their budgets, and thus have 
trouble valuing small contributions that may mean a lot to those who give them.   E ven more 
than that, it is good to note that the widow's example extends beyond financial contributions. 
 
Many believers struggle socially, battle health problems, or have other burdens that make it hard 
for them to participate as much as they would like.  L ike the widow, they make faithful sacrifices 
that look 'small', while those more blessed with earthly things may "do more" simply because it 
is easy for them.   We never, ever truly know someone else's capabilities - this is one of many 
reasons why it is so fleshly and foolish to judge individuals or congregations by outward results. 
 
Since the disciples take little notice of the widow, instead gawking at the great buildings of 
Jerusalem, Jesus pulls them up short and sends them into deep thought (13 :1-4).  They are 
sobered by the simple fact that such impressive edifices would someday collapse, and it takes 
them quite a while even to think of asking Jesus when it will happen.  Most of the objects and 
aspects of life that we regard as fixed will also disappear - possibly long before judgment day. 
 
Jesus reminds them of the tumultuous and unpredictable nature of events on this earth (13 :5-13 ).  
If they remain faithful, this will become even more true for them.  They will face opposition not 
because of issues or politics or even morals, but because believers in Jesus do not live for this 
earth - thus they threaten, on many levels, those who put their hope in things of this world. 
 
Jesus then warns them of the coming destruction of Jerusalem, a defining event for those who 
will experience it (13 :14-23 ).  Though there isn't space here to go over the details, a historical 
description of the R oman assault and siege of AD  69-7 0 can show how many details match up.  
In L uke's parallel account, it is clearer that "the abomination that causes desolation" refers to the 
pagan R oman forces trampling through what once was holy ground in the temple area. 
 
Yet even the trauma of Jerusalem's fall will hardly be the end of the world - that will come later 
(13 :24-3 1).  With figurative but graphic language, Jesus describes the tumult that will one day 
strike the complacent and ungodly - also surprising a lot of those who claimed to believe.  The 
faithful have no need to determine when this will happen - they will be ready for it at any time. 
 
Aware that human minds always want to know unknowable details, Jesus instead tells us to draw 
a much more important lesson from all of this (13 :3 2-3 7 ).  It is not important to know the 
meaning of all the details in this difficult passage.  But it is important to accept the truth of this 
world's fragile, temporary nature, and to let this affect our thoughts, lives, and ministries. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Tw enty-Six : His Last Days (Mark 14 :1-26) 

 
As the last hours of his life on this earth draw near, Jesus' thoughts center on those closest to 
him.  He has a task of crucial importance that will be excruciatingly painful both physically and 
emotionally, yet he is more concerned with the needs of others- especially their spiritual needs. 
 
The backdrop to these incidents is the intensified efforts on the part of Jesus' enemies to put him 
to death (14:1-2).  Since we are so removed in time from their threats, it is hard for us to realize 
the hate and anger that they direct towards Jesus.  The attitudes of these so-called leaders are 
quite alarming, and indeed even Christians are hardly immune to such fleshly passions. 
 
Meanwhile, Jesus experiences a rare instance of someone caring for him - and the familiar 
occurrence of being criticized for it (14:3 -9).  The woman who so thoughtfully lets Jesus feel a 
few moments of loving kindness well deserves her place in the gospel accounts.  Unlike so many 
who pursue selfish, worldly goals and then rationalize them by claiming that their personal 
success glorifies God, this woman understands what really pleases and glorifies our Savior. 
 
There are always those who do not want to accept this.  Jesus and the woman are criticized by 
small-minded persons who think only in terms of outward things that make them feel morally 
superior.  These persons even have a canned statement they think is 'spiritual'.  How often we see 
the same thing in Christianity: leaders or teachers who bully, discourage, or manipulate other 
believers for the sake of exalting their own programs, agendas, or personal 'authority'. 
 
In fact, it is this event that solidifies Judas's horrifying decision to betray Jesus to the religious 
authorities (14:10-11).  We cannot know Judas's heart, and indeed we ought to pity him rather 
than hate him, for he brought about his own spiritual destruction for no real reason.  And we 
ought to learn from his sad example.  His unwillingness to accept Jesus' priorities and 
perspective led him to cause horrible suffering for others, while ultimately destroying himself. 
 
As the disciples gather with Jesus for the traditional Passover meal, Jesus stuns them with the 
news that one of them is about to betray him to his death (14:12-21).  Yet he is compassionate 
even to Judas, not even embarrassing the treacherous 'friend' who is about to cause so much pain. 
 
And even after announcing this distasteful news, Jesus graciously shares the bread and the cup 
with everyone (14:22-26).  It is such a sad irony that today the L ord's Supper is the topic of so 
much foolish and irrelevant debate.  In itself, it was meant to be a simple thing with a deep 
meaning, for above all it commemorates the love and compassion Jesus has for those who want 
to be with him.  If this would become our own focus, then we would not need to quibble about 
the details involved, nor would we feel the need to add outward frills to please the flesh. 
 
To Jesus, these last peaceful moments were filled with meaning.  Yet to the disciples, his 
predictions, remarks, and symbolic actions were suggestive, but not clear enough for them to 
grasp the implications.  That doesn't seem to have mattered to Jesus, though, because he did 
know that the disciples loved him, despite all of their mistakes, misunderstandings, and folly.  
His love for us likewise is in no way diminished by our own flaws and failures. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Tw enty-Seven: The Ord eal Begins (Mark 14 :27 -65 ) 

 
With the Passover meal over, Jesus now prepares for the worst.  He will be betrayed, arrested, 
denied, beaten, tortured, mocked, and killed.  D id it make things easier or harder that he already 
knew what sufferings he was going to endure?  We cannot know - but we do know that he 
willingly and voluntarily went through such horrors because of his love and compassion for us. 
 
Jesus already knows that Peter will falter, and in a moment of weakness deny knowing Jesus 
(14:27 -3 1).  Peter cannot accept this, and gives a rousing statement of his faithfulness even to 
death.  We too can delude ourselves that loud or 'bold' assertions of faith make up for 
shallowness in our hearts.  But Peter can be excused in part, because he did not know or 
understand what was going to happen.  We know everything that we need to know, and thus 
there is no excuse for us to substitute words for faithful endurance and sacrifice. 
 
Because Jesus is so keenly aware of the sufferings soon to befall him, he spends time earnestly 
praying in Gethsemane (14:3 2-42).  This moving scene tells us a great deal about what it was 
like to be Jesus - the loneliness of being God amongst a world full of weak humans, the awful 
burden of divine knowledge, and the amazing concern for the well-being of others. 
 
When we remember that we are called to walk in his steps, this scene should come to mind.  The 
world's idols of success, popularity, and pleasure look shabby and pathetic when set against the 
image of Jesus pouring out his heart in prayer while his closest friends doze in the background.  
His gentle requests for them to stay awake add even more poignancy to the picture. 
 
E ven as Jesus is speaking to the disciples, a gang of thugs comes to arrest him (14:43 -52).  Their 
false hero Judas reveals his character by giving Jesus a deceitful kiss, which really serves to 
identify his victim.  Yet even in such circumstances Jesus' compassion and peace shine through.  
When Peter - well-meaning but confused as usual - launches a desperate armed attack and 
seriously injures someone, Jesus is quick to stop the bloodshed.  Jesus will not fight for his own 
personal well-being - he does not desire to suffer, but he cares too much not to go ahead with it. 
 
Then comes the mock trial before the Sanhedrin, which has already made up its mind in advance 
(14:53 -65).  The religious leaders are so biased and hard-hearted that they commit numerous 
infractions of their own laws.  Yet we are mistaken if we choose to dwell on their misdeeds, for 
we need to learn from what they are doing, rather than engaging in easy criticism. 
 
We too put Jesus on trial in our hearts whenever we accept the world's perspectives and priorities 
rather than Jesus'.  The world says certain persons are important because of their talent, wealth, 
or education; Jesus tells us not to show such favoritism.  Whom do we follow?  The world says 
we need to "have it all" in this life; Jesus says that he who wishes to save his life in this world 
will lose it, while he who loses his life for Jesus' sake will find it.  Whom do we follow? 
 
In reality, the Sanhedrin was putting itself on trial, and its decision reveled the hearts of those 
who judged.  And every time that we must choose between the world's priorities and those of 
Jesus, we put ourselves, not God, on trial. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Tw enty-Eight: J esus, Peter, &  Pilate (Mark 14 :66-15 :15 ) 

 
While Jesus undergoes the ridiculous sham trial staged by the Sanhedrin, Peter desperately waits 
for news.  Following Jesus, but not too closely, he finds himself amongst an inquisitive crowd 
that tests his loyalty.  Meanwhile, Jesus' "case" has now been referred to the R oman governor, 
who has the power to do anything from releasing Jesus to having him put to death immediately. 
 
Although Jesus knew of and foretold Peter's denials, to the disciple everything happened too fast 
for him fully to grasp what was going on (14:66-7 2).  He truly cared about Jesus, or else he 
would have run off and hidden with most of the other disciples.  Yet he is suddenly seized with 
fear, and does not want to be associated with Jesus.  He does not even face any threats - just the 
idle curiosity of a few other common persons, who like him are looking on at events. 
 
Peter shows his true heart, though, by his reaction.  He makes no rationalizations or excuses, for 
he knew that he could and should have acted differently.  He weeps bitterly, knowing that 
something shocking about himself has been revealed.  But he accepts it - and we too can learn 
from his example.  We know from Scripture what really matters, and yet we too give in 
frequently to the world's thinking.  It is foolish to try to prove that we are perfect or even 'good'.  
R ather, like Peter, we should honestly acknowledge our mistakes and then learn from them. 
 
The narrative now changes scene from the weak, lowly Peter to the powerful R oman governor, 
Pontius Pilate, who is surprised by how little Jesus says in his own defense (15:1-5).  This is not 
insolence, nor is it some kind of tactic.  R ather, Jesus truly does not care what human courts or 
leaders decide.  He has long since said everything he needs to say about himself, both in public 
and in private.  He is not interested in winning debates, only in telling the truth.  Today's 
Christians have a great deal to learn from his spiritual maturity. 
 
D espite Jesus' restraint, or perhaps because of it, Pilate knows that Jesus is an innocent man, and 
he hopes to use a Jewish custom as a pretext for releasing Jesus (15:6-11).  The Passover custom 
of freeing a popularly chosen prisoner seems an ideal way to resolve things, but the religious 
leaders have swayed the crowds.  Instead of God's Son, they ask for the violent, dangerous 
Barabbas.  An appalling choice - yet symbolically significant.  Compared with Jesus' righteous 
perfection, we are Barabbas; but we have been released, while he suffered in our place. 
 
When this doesn't work, Pilate makes a further effort to reason with the crowd (15:12-14).  But 
they answer only in chants, deliberately using intimidation, since thinking will not get them what 
they desire.  Probably only a few of these persons really wanted to have Jesus die, but all of them 
are guilty of allowing themselves to be swept away by the fleshly passions of the crowd. 
 
E ventually - as we knew it would - the crowd's anger and persistence wear Pilate down, and he 
agrees to crucify a completely guiltless man (15:15).  The penalty for sin must be paid.  The 
irony here is that all the truth and reason in the world could not save Jesus' life, while all of our 
arguments and boasting cannot wipe out our sin.  Yet by God's grace these two things cancel out.  
Jesus' undeserved sufferings accomplish what our frantic efforts at self-justification cannot. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Tw enty-Nine: Crucif ix ion (Mark 15 :16-4 1) 

 
The wheels of earthly "justice" have had their say about Jesus - and they have said that he 
deserved to die.  He is far from the only innocent man to be executed in the sad history of human 
society, but his death is unique in every other important respect.  The day that God himself 
allowed human beings to judge him and kill him was the day that once for all removed every 
barrier for those who want to seek and know God.  L et's keep this paradox in mind as we read 
the gospel writer's account of the crucifixion. 
 
It was not uncommon for a condemned man like Jesus to be handed over to loutish soldiers who 
would physically abuse helpless convicts (15:16-20).  These brutes inflict physical torments 
combined with emotional suffering, but Jesus is longsuffering, remaining quiet and meek.  This 
suffering is not as senseless as it may seem to be at first: Jesus, in his indispensable role as 
R edeemer, is absorbing the due punishment for our sins. 
 
For our sins do deserve both punishment and ridicule.  "The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the 
L ord scoffs at them.  Then he rebukes the in his anger." (Psalm 2:4-5)  When we see the things 
that Jesus endured, we are seeing sin as it truly is.  Our sins always seem excusable to ourselves, 
and the world also excuses most of them.  But they ravage our relationship with God. 
 
Only after the awful preliminary torments of flogging and abuse comes the actual crucifixion, 
even more horrifying and humiliating (15:21-3 2).  The coldly efficient R omans had devised this 
means of execution to strike fear into their subjects.  A prisoner nailed to the cross might suffer 
for days, because the bleeding and pain were rarely fatal in themselves.  R ather, the body's 
position in crucifixion made it difficult and agonizing to breathe.  After a long time, a prisoner 
would finally be so weakened that he could not take another breath, and he would suffocate. 
 
Meanwhile, as is illustrated here, the miserable victim would have to watch the soldiers compete 
for his personal possessions, while crowds gaped and threw insults.  All of this is now happening 
to God's Son, who deserved to be treated instead with reverence and consideration.  Yet this very 
injustice allows God to credit his undeserved sufferings to our spiritual debt, so that God forgives 
the sins of all who are able to accept the need for Jesus and the cross. 
 
The hour of death finally comes for Jesus (15:3 3 -41).  Under the burden of the world's sin, which 
separates him from his Father, he asks why God has forsaken him.  The crowd misunderstands, 
and briefly stops mocking, but only to give in to silly speculation about E lijah coming for Jesus.  
Soon afterwards Jesus is dead.  The crucial step has been fulfilled, yet few realize this at present. 
 
But some notice sooner than others.  The separating curtain in the temple is torn apart, 
symbolizing the new access to God's presence through the blood of Jesus.  Meanwhile, a 
hardened R oman centurion watches Jesus die and becomes convinced that he was someone 
special.  A small group of faithful women also see Jesus die, and wonder what will come next.  
They, and all the world, will find out soon. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Thirty: Burial &  Resurrection (Mark 15 :4 2-16:8 ) 

 
The Savior has been crucified, and even his followers resign themselves to being content with a 
respectful burial.  It seems like a familiar story - the death of a controversial figure, followed by 
grief amongst his followers and relief amongst his enemies.  But there is a surprise in store for 
everyone involved.  The resurrection came as a surprise even for Jesus' closest followers - and 
today even Christians have great difficulty understanding its implications. 
 
After Jesus' death, things seem to take a normal course (15:42-47 ).  A caring believer, Joseph of 
Arimathea, prepares Jesus' body for burial, after going through the legal steps for obtaining the 
body of a condemned criminal.  Pontius Pilate sees nothing unusual except that his prisoner has 
died more quickly than expected.  It is 'business as usual', and why not?  It seems to be all over. 
 
Yet we know that Jesus had frequently spoken of rising from the dead.  E ven his closest 
followers seem not to have put any hope in this.  Ironically, as Matthew tells us in the first 
gospel, the only ones who took Jesus' claims seriously were some of his enemies, who took 
precautions against anything that might suggest a resurrection (see Matthew 27 :62-66). 
 
E ven today, it is often unbelievers who sense the implications of the gospel better than those who 
claim to believe.  Indeed, one reason why so many reject the gospel is because their human 
reason is outraged by the thought of a resurrection from the dead, or the concept of Jesus' 
blooding forgiving sins.  They realize that these things are integral parts of the gospel, which 
thus cannot be preached without them.  Yet we believers sometimes do precisely this, expecting 
God's help with our earthly desires but not wanting to accept supernatural truths. 
 
At sunrise on the first day of the week, some faithful women head to the tomb to attend to the 
body (16:1-3 ).  They are acting entirely in sincerity and good faith, yet they misunderstand what 
has happened.  E ven as they worry about moving the stone away from the entrance, it is already 
gone, revealing an empty tomb.  How often do we go about our well-intentioned daily activities, 
striving for tiny advances or advantages on this earth, yet oblivious to spiritual realities.  This is 
not sin, but it hinders us from knowing God and from helping others truly to know him. 
 
Yet these women are the ones who make an astounding discovery (16:4-8).  Their faith was not 
sufficient for them to expect the resurrection, but their faith was more than enough to allow God 
to use them and speak to them.  L ikewise, we worry too much about whether we have 'enough' 
faith, or whether we will be 'ready' when God wants us to do something.  We don't - any of us - 
have very much faith; and we aren't - and never shall be - 'ready' to do the things God really 
wants from us.  And that is no problem at all!  
 
"The foolishness of God is wiser than man's wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than 
man's strength" (1 Corinthians 2:25).  If we have even a mustard seed's worth of faith, then God 
can reveal extraordinary spiritual truths to us.  If we rely on God's power and wisdom, then he 
can bring us through any and all trials.  L et him provide the extraordinary - we need show him 
only some ordinary humility and a little faith. 
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COME, FOLLOW ME: 
STUDIES IN THE SECOND GOSPEL 

 
Week Thirty-One: Believing The Resurrection (Mark 16:9-20) 

 
Jesus has fulfilled the prophecies, having been crucified, buried, then raised to life by the power 
of his Father.  Yet the story does not end here.  Both those who followed him and those who 
previously rejected him now must answer some questions.  Jesus' resurrection is a certainty, but 
their faith - and our own faith - are much more uncertain. 
 
The news of Jesus' resurrection spreads slowly at first, as many of his followers do not believe 
the women's reports (16:9-11).  Understandable, perhaps, but again we remember that Jesus had 
foretold the whole sequence of events.  We cannot criticize, either, since also we have so much 
trouble believing spiritual truths.  Very soon, the disciples would not only believe in the 
resurrection, but would lay down their lives for their faith.  So we can change, too - if we start by 
seeing how closely our own reservations parallel the doubt we see in them. 
 
Nor was it only because the other believers did not want to accept the word of women - they did 
not believe anyone but Jesus himself (16:12-14).  We naturally share their desire to hear the truth 
directly from God, yet it is the nature of life on earth that we must learn to sift through an 
assortment of both reliable and unreliable reports, as part of seeking the truth. 
 
"Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed" (John 20:29).  We are all gullible 
enough to believe ridiculous things that we see on the internet or hear from self-interested 
politicians, so we really have no excuse for not accepting the things that God tells us - even if we 
cannot verify them with our own senses. 
 
Jesus exhorts the humbled disciples, for it is time for them to take up the responsibility of living 
and teaching the truth (16:15-18).  Knowing their doubts and flaws, Jesus promises miraculous 
assistance; yet these flashy miracles are only a short-term expedient.  The disciples and their 
hearers must at some point rely on the truth and wisdom of the gospel itself.  Its message of 
grace and spiritual hope may not please the flesh, yet it meets the soul's deepest needs. 
 
Jesus' final departure from this earth is one of the forgotten miracles of the Bible (16:19).  It 
takes only a moment's visualization to appreciate what an impressive sight it must have been.  
Yet we rarely remember it.  Perhaps this ought to remind us just how many things God has done 
to give us reasons for faithfulness - not just miracles in the Bible, but also gracious outpourings 
of mercy and compassion in our lives and others' lives. 
 
The second gospel account closes with a brief hint of the extraordinary ministry that the formerly 
timid disciple are about to begin (16:20).  Jesus' promises of outward miracles were fulfilled, but 
even more important would be the thousands of souls who would be transformed and redeemed 
by the message of the cross and the resurrection. 
 
What do we preach - the church or the gospel?  Human methods or the resurrection?  Our own 
goodness or the blood of God's Son?  Motivational speeches or eternal truths?  The choice is ours 
- but each of us must make this choice in our own hearts. 
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