
HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week One: His t oric al B ac kg round  (Jeremiah 1:1-3 ) 

 
Many of the Old Testament prophets experienced persecution, opposition, and hardship, but the 
prophet Jeremiah had one of the most difficult ministries of all of them.  H e lived during a time 
in which God harshly disciplined his people for their sins, and the prophet was called to give the 
people what amounted to their final warning before disaster fell upon them.  Jeremiah 
encountered constant resistance and hostility to his message, and he was disliked by practically 
the entire nation. 
 
D uring his lifetime, Jeremiah's ministry produced few tangible outward results, and he was rarely 
if ever able to see his message from God's W ord heeded and respected.  Y et this man, sometimes 
called 'the weeping prophet', left many wise words to instruct and edify future generations.  
Jeremiah calls us to re-examine our assumptions about God and our relationship with God.  
Though much of Jeremiah is somber or even gloomy, the book nevertheless provides a source of 
endurance and hope, even in the worst of times, for those truly faithful to God. 
 
W hile still very young, Jeremiah was called to the ministry of the W ord, in the year 627 BC (1:1-
2).  H e lived in Judah, the S outhern Kingdom of God's people.  This southern half of Israel had 
survived the onslaught of the Assyrians in the previous century, when the invaders conquered 
and destroyed the Northern Kingdom.  In Jeremiah's own lifetime, the Babylonians would 
conquer Judah (in 58 6 BC) and take God's people into exile (1:3). 
 
W hen Jeremiah began to prophesy, King Josiah ruled Judah.  Josiah was the last of the reformer 
kings who tried to pull the nation out of its spiritual decline.  Not long before Jeremiah began his 
own ministry, Josiah had begun the last great series of efforts to end the neglect of the law and 
the numerous abuses of holy things that had become rampant among God's people.  Although 
Josiah himself was sincere and zealous in his devotion to God, the hearts of the people did not 
change.  W hen Josiah was killed in battle in 609  BC, Judah's spiritual illness became terminal. 
 
W hile Jeremiah and Josiah were calling God's people to spiritual renewal, the Babylonians were 
re-establishing their ancient empire.  They conquered their arch-enemy Assyria in 612 BC, and 
when the people of God refused to heed any of God's warnings, God allowed Babylon to attack 
his people.  Babylon assaulted Judah in 605 BC, 59 7 BC, and again in 58 6 BC, the last time 
destroying Jerusalem and enslaving most of its inhabitants.  Even after this disaster, it would take 
some years before God's people would learn the most important lessons behind all of this. 
 
In Jeremiah's lifetime, most of God's people were interested only in fulfilling their own desires.  
Jeremiah proclaimed unpleasant truths because God called him to do so, but most of those 
around him defended their selfishness and self-indulgence by distorting and twisting God's 
W ord.  S ince we also live in a time in which even many who call themselves 'Christians' use 
Christianity and the church mainly to accomplish worldly goals, those who desire truly to seek 
God from the heart can learn much from Jeremiah's words and experience. 
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Tw o: The Prop het  Is  C alled  To Minis t ry  (Jeremiah 1:4-19 ) 

 
L iving in a time of spiritual decline and decay, Jeremiah brought a pointed warning to the people 
of his own time, and he brought a message of hope to future generations.  Jeremiah foresaw 
disaster for his own generation, but he promised that things could be better for the next 
generation if they avoided the mistakes that their forefathers had made.  Even when Jeremiah 
was first called to ministry, he knew that his work was not going to be easy or popular. 
 
Even before he learned the details of the message that he was to preach, Jeremiah was 
intimidated by the thought of being a prophet of God (1:4-10).  Told by God that he had been set 
apart for this special responsibility, Jeremiah is fearful, being particularly conscious of his young 
age and of his lack of speaking ability.  Y et it was for these very reasons that he was well suited 
to the ministry that God had for him. 
 
Jeremiah would never feel comfortable with his role, even after years of preaching.  Y et God did 
not want a more confident or eloquent man for the j ob.  God did not want someone who would 
relish proclaiming bad news and warnings.  Jeremiah was young, sensitive, and rather insecure, 
and thus he was more troubled than anyone else by the warnings God gave through him.  
Moreover, he would always be conscious of his complete dependence on God, at a time when 
this very quality was so desperately needed in the nation as a whole. 
 
God begins Jeremiah's prophetic ministry by using two simple visions to illustrate some 
important themes (1:11-16).  Jeremiah first sees an almond branch, the H ebrew word for which 
closely resembles the word for 'watching'.  Jeremiah is to be a constant reminder to everyone that 
God is always watching their every thought and action, to see if his W ord is being honored and 
obeyed.  Most of God's people had long since gotten into the habit of treating the truths of the 
S criptures lightly, thinking that God would simply accept anything they did in his name. 
 
The second symbolic vision is more urgent and more threatening.  Jeremiah sees a boiling pot, 
which is j ust about to tilt over and pour out its scorching, searing contents.  The pot symbolizes 
the Babylonians, the menace from the north, who already stood prepared to discipline and punish 
God's people if they declined to heed God's warnings.  Jeremiah would spend the next forty years 
giving sincere and passionate warnings about this boiling pot, but in the end everyone would 
ignore him completely, to their doom.  
 
God foresaw this too, and he warned Jeremiah of the cold response that his ministry would get 
(1:17-19 ).  Jeremiah was called to be like an iron pillar or a bronze wall, a lone bastion of truth 
and godliness at a time when everyone else followed the desires of their own hearts, rather than 
the will of God.  W e too must often teach unpopular lessons to a disbelieving world, yet we shall 
never experience the complete rej ection and loneliness that Jeremiah endured.  H ow much more, 
then, should his example call us never to waver from the truths of God. 
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Three: A Double Sin (Jeremiah 2:1-4:4) 

 
Called to give God's people a solemn message of warning, Jeremiah would spend over forty 
years using a wide variety of methods and teachings to call Judah to repentance and spiritual 
renewal.  The people were guilty of many sins and faults, and these could be traced back to two 
root problems.  The people had wandered away from God, gradually losing interest in seeking 
and serving him in spirit and in truth.  Then, as a result, they began to choose other gods to 
worship and honor instead.  Jeremiah uses a series of images and explanations to demonstrate 
that this double sin lies at the heart of everything else. 
 
As other prophets also did, Jeremiah likens God's unfaithful people to an unfaithful bride (2:1-
12).  The relationship between God and his people was meant to last forever, and God never 
forgets his end of it.  But his people had constantly strayed from him throughout their history.  
The prophet points out that most nations and peoples are reluctant to give up any part of their 
cultural identity, and yet Judah and Israel have tossed away not only an integral part of their 
culture, but their very reason for existence.  It is unnatural for God's people to value anything of 
this world - success, material gain, popularity, or anything else - more highly than God. 
 
Jeremiah uses graphic imagery to detail the effects of the two critical sins that God's people have 
committed (2:13-3:5).  They have developed a false sense of freedom, and perhaps a false sense 
of identity as well.  God even compares Judah unfavorably with the fallen Northern Kingdom, 
whose sins were more overt and blatant.  Judah has diligently made 'worshiping' God part of 
their lives, but their hearts and lives reveal that their apparent zeal is false, because they value so 
many other things equally with God. 
 
Nevertheless, God holds out hope for their future, and he indicates the response that he is looking 
for (3:6-4:4).  Although he has prepared harsh discipline for them, they can avoid this entirely if 
they sincerely turn back to the true and living God.  But instead, they have demonstrated a false 
repentance - zealous on the outside, perhaps, but unchanged on the inside.  God is not looking for 
a show of emotions or a display of activity from his people, but rather a sincere acknowledgment 
of their need for him and of their dependence on him. 
 
Today's believers must sometimes also heed Jeremiah's message of warning.  This world offers 
us so many opportunities and choices that we can easily forget our God.  Even when we are 
involved in outwardly 'religious' activity, this does not necessarily mean that we are giving God 
what he wants, for he wants our hearts above all.  On the other hand, Jeremiah's teachings show 
that God also does not require us to change the past, nor does he require us to perform some kind 
of meritorious service in order to return to him.  In Jeremiah's day, as in our own, salvation and a 
relationship with God come through grace alone. 
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Four: A Warning Of Impend ing Jud gment (Jeremiah 4:5-6 :3 0 ) 

 
As Jeremiah pleads with God's people, calling for them to turn back to God in their hearts, he 
now accompanies his pleas with a grim and very specific warning.  The Babylonian Empire, 
having regained its former strength, is ready to be used, if necessary, as God's means of 
disciplining his people.  If they do not change their hearts, then the future will hold invasion, 
siege, destruction, and captivity at the hands of the Babylonian forces. 
 
The faithful Jeremiah does not hold back in describing the horrors that lie ahead if Judah does 
not repent (4:5-18 ).  The Babylonian armies will come out of the north with the force of a hungry 
lion, and they will bring devastation and suffering with them.  The people and their leaders will 
be terrified and helpless against them.  Historically, God allowed this scenario to play out over a 
lengthy period of time.  Twice during Jeremiah's ministry (in 605 BC and in 597 BC), the 
Babylonians attacked Judah, bringing destruction and taking prisoners, but leaving the nation 
itself intact.  Only after the people did not heed these final warnings did God give them over to 
the full measure of discipline of which Jeremiah had warned them. 
 
Numerous times in the book of Jeremiah, the prophet expresses his own anguish at the message 
he must proclaim (4:19-21).  The sensitive young Jeremiah can already see in his mind the 
suffering that will come if the people do not turn back to God, and it makes him feel horrible.  
Yet he does not, and never will, soften the message to make it less unpopular or less 
overwhelming.  He cares too much for God's people to tell them anything but the truth. 
 
And the unhappy truth is that God will soon be left with no choice but to discipline his people 
due to their spiritual illness (4:22-6:15).  The fleeting pleasures and the illusory sense of freedom 
that their unfaithfulness has brought them might seem to make them happy for a short time, but 
God is their Creator, and he knows that only a relationship with him can satisfy their souls in the 
long run.  For this reason, he is all the more eager to welcome them back, if only they will allow 
him to.  To do so, they must listen to the truth, as Jeremiah proclaims it, rather than the more 
popular teachings of the land's numerous false teachers. 
 
God's people thus must choose (6:16-26).  They can continue in their ways, enjoying false 
security and fleshly pleasures, or they can 'ask for the ancient paths'.  Jeremiah portrays them as 
standing at a crossroads, at which they have the choice between the way of life or the way of 
death.  They do not have to find a new path, but an old one, the tried and true path of faithfulness 
to God.  Jeremiah himself is depicted as a tester of metals (6:27-30), for it is the people's 
response to his teaching that will show the choice they have made. 
 
We too need simply to follow the ancient path that leads to life in Jesus.  We do not have to find 
or develop our own way, nor do we need to allow worldly perspectives towards Christianity to 
influence us.  The message of Jeremiah will never be popular, but it will always bring life to 
those who choose to follow it. 
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Fiv e: Jeremiah' s Temple Sermon (Jeremiah 7 :1 -8 :3 ) 

 
To emphasize the importance and seriousness of the message that he has entrusted to Jeremiah, 
God tells the prophet to stand at the very entrance to the temple, the nation's most revered 
landmark, and to proclaim a message detailing the nation's spiritual ills.  The temple, as a visible 
reminder of God's presence among his people, served an important spiritual purpose.  But in 
Jeremiah's lifetime, the temple itself had become an object of the wrong kind of 'faith'. 
 
Making use of the temple's symbolic and social importance, God specifically directs Jeremiah to 
preach a particular lesson there (7:1-2).  To do so would have attracted considerable attention, 
and it would also have implicitly associated the prophet's message with the temple.  Further, the 
message on this occasion had to do with the way that the people of Judah viewed the temple. 
 
R ather than using the temple as a reminder of the living but invisible God, they were trusting in 
the physical presence of the temple itself to keep them close to God (7:3-15).  Throughout the 
history of God's people, we can see how easy it is for them to worship earthly things, and to put 
their faith in visible things.  Here, the mere sight of the great temple gives the people a sense of 
false security.  S urely, they thought, as long as we take care of 'God's house' we are safe.  But 
their hearts were far from God, and nothing could make up for that. 
 
Although the people knew that God was important, they had tried to serve both the living God 
and a variety of false gods (7:16-19).  God openly describes himself as a jealous God, who never 
accepts rivals in the hearts of his people.  Offering worship and sacrifice to God does not allow 
us to have other 'gods' in our lives as well.  In Jeremiah's day, the people had found that some of 
the foreign 'gods' allowed them to do more exciting and pleasurable things in the name of 
'worship'.  They were hardly the first or the last generation to give in to such desires. 
 
Jeremiah warned the people that severe punishment would come if they did not discard their 
false 'gods' to worship only the true and living God of heaven (7:20-8 :3).  S ince their hearts 
desired to have both a relationship with God and a friendship with the world, they were 
constantly tempted by the world and its idols.  As a result, God planned to allow them to see just 
how worthless these things are.  God's gracious hand of protection and compassion saves us 
every day from dangers that we don't even see.  But sometimes he must withdraw his hand in 
order that we can get a reminder of what life is like without his protection.  If we respond to him, 
one glimpse will be enough. 
 
God's people today ought also to heed the words of Jeremiah's temple sermon.  Our hearts will 
always contain a confused mix of godly desires and fleshly desires, so our hearts will never be a 
reliable guide for our lives.  R eligious activity is not the same as true worship, and a desire for 
outward results is not the same as true faith.  Fortunately, in these and in all other such cases, the 
truly spiritual things are more valuable and also more attainable, for they come by God's grace 
alone to those who value them. 
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Six: The Senselessness & Futility of Sin (Jeremiah 8 :3 -1 0 :2 5) 

 
The prophet Jeremiah had to proclaim his message to an audience whose fleshly desires had 
blinded them to the true nature of sin.  L ike many humans in every era, the people of Judah had 
become used to indulging their desires and exalting themselves, to the point that they saw their 
sinfulness as both rational and justifiable.  What God called sin, they thought of as necessary, or 
even wise.  Jeremiah thus describes to them the senseless and futile nature of sin. 
 
The sins of Judah were particularly irrational, because they had a long history to show them the 
truth, the very words of God to instruct them, and God himself to help them when they needed 
him (8 :4-12).  One of Jeremiah's many examples compares them to a person who falls down and 
then simply declines to get back up.  They have been equally senseless in squandering the many 
spiritual blessings in their lives. 
 
Yet they are hardly alone.  In every era, God's people have battled the destructive desire to 
become like the world around them, and in every era there have been popular false teachers who 
misuse God's own Word, telling others what they wish to hear, rather than what they need to 
hear.  " They dress the wound of my people as though it were not serious"  (8 :11). 
 
Although God plans to bring punishment and disaster upon them for their sins, he is grieved at 
this necessity (8 :13-9:6), and all the more so because he knows how much love and instruction 
he has lavished upon them.  In the New Testament, we see this same attitude in Jesus, who wept 
and hurt because of all the rebellious hearts and closed minds that he encountered.  Yet neither 
God nor his glorious S on will compromise one word of the truth to make it easier.  To do so 
would be false, worldly love, not genuine spiritual love. 
 
S ince he will not simply excuse their sin, God plans to test and discipline his people (9:7-26).  If 
they continue in their double-minded ways, pretending to worship God while their hearts were 
still in the world, then they could never please God, and they and their lives will become futile 
and empty.  The worldly fail to grasp this, because they seek mindless fun and sensual pleasures 
that do not and cannot last.  They strive desperately for a fleeting sense of happiness, while God 
offers a deep-rooted and lasting joy that will survive any number of earthly sorrows and hurts. 
 
Jeremiah thus issues an emphatic call for God's people to distance themselves from the world's 
desires and perspectives (10:1-25).  Believers often struggle with being so different from the 
world, and often this struggle discourages them to the point where they stop trying to resist the 
world.  Yet, as the prophet reminds us here, God made this world and everything in it.  He 
himself gave us the ability to create and to express ourselves, and yet we find it much easier to 
worship and to put faith in the things we ourselves have made and thought up.  P ulling our eyes 
off of the world and focusing on God may well be difficult, but it is also the only way for us to 
appreciate what we were intended to be. 
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Sev en: A B roken C ov enant (Jeremiah 1 1 :1 -1 7 ) 

 
God has always dealt openly with his people, telling them clearly what he expects of them, and 
what he promises to do for them.  Throughout history, God has made covenant agreements with 
his people in order to help them to remember all of these things.  But when the covenant is 
forgotten, it soon leads to many kinds of sins and spiritual illnesses.  While Jeremiah was called 
to confront many specific problems in the lives of God's people, the broken covenant between 
God and his people was a particular cause for concern. 
 
Even in Jeremiah's lifetime, God had been in a covenant relationship with his people for many 
centuries (11:1-5).  His various covenants differed in details, but all of them - including the New 
Covenant in Jesus - rest on the same basic principle, summed up in verse 4: if we obey God and 
serve him only, then we will be his people, and he will be our God.  God's grace is extraordinary 
in its power to forgive sins and to cleanse us of our sins.  But it has always been conditioned on 
our acknowledgment of God as God, our acceptance that he is to be rivaled by nothing else in the 
universe. 
 
The history of God's people shows us many examples of what happens when we turn away from 
the covenant he has made with us, yet human nature is such that we easily forget these lessons 
and warnings (11:5-13).  Jeremiah's listeners were well aware of their history, back to the days in 
Egypt and before, and yet they willfully blinded themselves to the lessons that their own history 
held for them. 
 
Jeremiah's generation was hardly an exception, for even believers in Jesus can make the same 
mistakes over and over again.  It is not hard to understand the spiritual problems that are caused 
when we replace our faith in God with faith in the world and its attitudes, and yet we always find 
the world tempting.  Competitive striving for numerical results has damaged numerous 
congregations, and yet there are always more who will make the same mistakes in their need to 
feel successful.  Compromising the truths of God's Word has turned many strong congregations 
into bland social clubs, and yet there will always be more who will do the same thing out of a 
misguided belief that this constitutes love and compassion. 
 
God even told the prophet not to pray for his people (11:14-17), for he had already determined 
what to do to them if they refused to listen one more time.  Even here, there is a message of 
hope, as God never tires of giving us another chance.  His patience and his genuine compassion 
can overcome countless numbers of foolish choices on our part.  L et us then be appreciative to 
him for his amazing love, and resolve no longer to find worldly standards and worldly pleasures 
so tempting and enticing. 
 
This decision is difficult, but not as difficult as it seems.  God doesn't ask us to perform deeds of 
heroism, or to make expensive sacrifices, or even to give up anything tangible.  He asks that we 
be content with him and him alone, regardless of results, pleasures, or possessions.  If he gives us 
some of these things anyway, we then can truly appreciate his blessings without putting our faith 
in the blessings instead of the blessed God, where our faith belongs. 
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Eight: The Prophet' s Personal Trials (Jeremiah 1 1 :1 8 -1 2 :1 7 ) 

 
The S criptures teach us about the ways that God chose to use faithful believers such as Jeremiah, 
and at the same time they do not hide the price that such devoted believers must pay in order to 
do God's will and to proclaim God's truth.  As he fulfilled the ministry that God gave him, 
Jeremiah struggled and suffered as much as almost anyone else in the S criptures.  Moreover, his 
personality and his temperament did not make it easy for him to endure such trials. 
 
It is not surprising that Jeremiah's uncompromising message of warning didn't win him many 
friends, and it was not long before opposition to him became a source of mortal danger to the 
prophet (11:18 -23).  Unbeknownst to Jeremiah, the residents of his own hometown of Anathoth 
were plotting to kill him.  Fortunately, God knew all about their plans, and he punished the 
evildoers swiftly and drastically. 
 
Jeremiah had never harmed or threatened anyone, and it was only his message of unwelcome 
truth that brought him into danger.  This angry response from his listeners is much like the many 
ways that unbelievers react violently to the gospel today.  Because we accept God's constraints 
on our behavior, because we teach that God will judge the world, and because we are certain that 
there is another world better than this one, we threaten and challenge everything that the world 
holds dear.  Their anger, their ridicule, their boasting, and their arrogance are nothing more than 
desperate expressions of the insecurity and fear that they feel in their fleshly hearts. 
 
Although Jeremiah faithfully proclaimed all that God told him to say, he still agonizes over the 
implications of his own teachings and prophecies (12:1-4).  The sensitive prophet longs to have 
some positive news, some comforting teaching, to soften the despair he feels when he sees God's 
people drifting away from their L ord and Creator.  We can easily sympathize, and Jeremiah's 
example reminds us also that we are not always going to enjoy saying what God wants us to tell 
the world.  We have many wonderful blessings from God that we can tell the world about, and 
that will bring joy to their spirits, but we also have much to say to them that their flesh will not 
like at all. 
 
For this reason, we ought to pay close attention to God's response to Jeremiah (12:5-17).  He 
knows all about Jeremiah's struggles, and he certainly understands that he has asked Jeremiah to 
fulfill a thankless and painful task.  Yet he also knows that it is important, since Jeremiah may be 
the last and only person in Judah willing to stick his neck out for the sake of giving God's people 
another chance.  While Jeremiah's job is a rough one, he also has some great blessings to sustain 
him, for God is always with him.  His listeners do indeed have the ability to harm him physically 
and emotionally, but nothing they do can pull him away from God. 
 
L ike Jeremiah, we have a task that is often thankless.  L ike him, we may see few if any tangible 
results from our most faithful acts of service and ministry.  But like him, we must continue to do 
God's will;  we have no right and no reason to change God's plans to make them more popular or 
more pleasant.  And like Jeremiah, we have a hope and a power on our side that dwarfs any of 
the relatively minor forces that the world might array against us. 
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Nine: B elts,  Wineskins,  & Relationship With G od  (Jeremiah 1 3 :1 -1 5:9 ) 

 
Just as Jesus himself, many years later, would use parables about everyday objects to teach the 
gospel, so too in Jeremiah's day God led the prophet to use not only images of familiar things, 
but even symbolic actions, as a way to communicate with his people.  In the next few chapters, 
Jeremiah will use both kinds of teachings in order to warn God's people of the disaster that 
awaits them if they do not quickly and sincerely return to God. 
 
The prophet physically acts out the first of these illustrations (13:1-11), as he buys a new linen 
belt, wears it briefly, and then buries it at God's direction.  When he digs it up some time later, it 
is understandably rotted and ruined.  This visible sign was to dramatize the process of spiritual 
rotting that had brought God's people to the point that they were of no use to their God, since 
they no longer cared at all for him.  There is also a dual meaning, in that God now promises to 
bring the same ruination upon the pride and self-sufficiency of those who have decided that they 
did not need God. 
 
A simpler figure of speech, using wineskins, leads into another warning of captivity (13:12-27).  
Making use of the saying, 'every wineskin should be filled with wine'' - a simple expression 
meaning that God wants to take care of his people - Jeremiah warns them that they have become 
complacent, and have taken God's compassion and providence for granted.  They may soon 
become filled with disorienting spiritual drunkenness, rather than with contented satisfaction.  If 
God can provide for them, he can also take away from them.  Indeed, he is about to take away 
even their very nation, unless they return to him. 
 
They have not only taken God's blessings for granted, but have also assumed that he will always 
take care of them no matter what they do or feel (14:1-15:9).  God thus uses graphic language to 
express the frustration, pain, and outright anger that he now feels towards a people who have 
ignored him and belittled his word for so long.  S omewhere in their hearts, they do probably 
realize that something is wrong.  But like so many who do not take God seriously, they assume 
that all they will need to do is to say a prayer or offer a sacrifice, and things will be fine. 
 
God uses Jeremiah to warn them that this is not enough.  The faithful prophet is even warned that 
he himself should not pray for them, for it will no longer do any good.  They have hardened 
themselves so completely that only a true and sincere repentance, of their own will, can save 
them.  Not even Moses or S amuel (15:1) could now persuade God to withhold destruction. 
 
The stark lessons in these chapters should cause us also to take note.  A relationship with the 
L ord of the universe is nothing to take for granted.  Up to a point, others can help us, by 
teaching, guiding, correcting, and encouraging.  But each of us ultimately bears sole and 
complete responsibility for whatever kind of relationship we have - or do not have - with God.  If 
it is weak, no one else can fix it for us;  if it is strong, no one can take it away from us. 
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Ten: The Prophet' s Symb olic  Life (Jeremiah 1 5:1 0 -1 7 :2 7 ) 

 
One of the most striking aspects of the Jeremiah's ministry is the way that Jeremiah himself had 
to endure so much anxiety and disruption in his personal life.  This was not accidental, nor was it 
a punishment, nor did it mean that God did not love Jeremiah.  Because Jeremiah lived in a time 
of such acute spiritual crisis, God had to use the prophet's own life as a constant illustration and 
reminder for the people.  Their hearts were so deadened to the truth that mere words were not 
enough to convey the important message that God had for them. 
 
As Jeremiah came to grasp the magnitude of the spiritual decay around him, he struggled just as 
much as any of us would have (15:10-21).  For a thoughtful and sensitive person like Jeremiah, 
his situation is doubly painful.  He truly does not want to see harm befall his people, even if they 
deserve it.  Yet even as he warns them and pleads with them to change, they reject him and 
ridicule him.  Given this dilemma, Jeremiah finds the one and only correct course.  He simply 
continues to speak the truth of God, regardless of the consequences, knowing that God alone can 
save him, and that God alone can forgive sinners. 
 
God warns the prophet that his life is going to be a convicting example to the people (16:1-18 ).  
As part of the need to make the message unmistakably clear, God forbids Jeremiah to marry, to 
have children, to mourn the dead, or even to feast with others.  S uch basic parts of life come to 
us as gifts of God, and because the people had taken them for granted, Jeremiah himself had to 
live a life of sacrifice and deprivation in order to call this to their attention. 
 
Jeremiah can only remind himself that his one true source of refuge and strength is God himself 
(16:19-17:18 ).  He has humbly accepted the knowledge of his own weakness, and he realizes that 
he cannot even trust his own heart (17:9).  This realization is essential for us as well, for without 
it we do not truly have faith in God.  We too, like Jeremiah, will find this frightening, and yet it 
is the beginning of the development of complete reliance on God and trust in God. 
 
God also has Jeremiah personally illustrate a teaching about the S abbath (17:19-27).  The 
prophet frequents the gates of the city, in order to approach the citizens as they engage in the 
daily comings and goings in their business and social lives.  L ike God's other commands, the 
S abbath had long since become meaningless to the people.  They did not understand its purpose, 
and did not know how to observe it properly.  Believers today likewise misunderstand the 
'S abbath rest' (Hebrews 4:9) that we have found in Christ. 
 
God's S abbath is not, and never was, about the presence or lack of physical activity in itself.  
R ather, it is about the awareness of our complete dependence on God for everything.  No amount 
of striving, study, thinking, talking, or action can in itself accomplish anything of spiritual value.  
Neither money nor church buildings nor church programs nor hard work can, in themselves, 
accomplish anything that pleases God.  But if we, like Jeremiah, are ready to forego all worldly 
privileges if that is what God calls us to do - that is what pleases God and glorifies God. 
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Elev en: Spiritual Lessons From Pottery (Jeremiah 1 8 :1 -1 9 :1 5) 

 
These two chapters contain two of Jeremiah's most well-known prophecies, linked by a common 
theme in the way that the prophet illustrates them.  The making of clay pots was a familiar 
industry to Jeremiah's original listeners, and even now these practical illustrations are quite easy 
to visualize and to understand.  Just as a potter commands his clay and molds it according to his 
will, so too all of us are merely clay in the hands of our divine Creator. 
 
When Jeremiah visits a potter at work, it illustrates an important principle about God's plans 
(18 :1-17).  As the prophet looks on, the potter goes about the familiar process of using his wheel 
to shape a vessel.  As he does so, something goes wrong, and he finds it necessary to start over, 
re-shaping the pot to make it right this time.  The simple but important lesson is that when God 
(who is infinitely wiser and more skilled than a human potter), sees his creations going down the 
wrong path, he is thoroughly entitled to re-shape them and to change his plans. 
 
Jeremiah's observation refutes the legalistic ways that humans often interpret God's promises.  
He has every right to make his blessings conditional upon our faithfulness, and when he does so, 
his blessings still come to us by grace.  The pot can never make itself;  it can only submit to the 
potter's will.  L ikewise, we can never earn anything from God, since we can never make him 
obligated to us.  Therefore he can change his plans for us, based on our thoughts or behavior, 
without in any way infringing either on his grace or on our free will. 
 
In response to this lesson, the people once more plot against Jeremiah (18 :18 -23).  They 
perceived the implications at once: that although they were God's chosen people, and had 
received many promises from him, these promises were nevertheless conditioned on their 
continued faithfulness.  This angered them, because they had come to think of God's blessings as 
entitlements, not as gifts.  As a result, hostility and opposition towards Jeremiah and his message 
continued to increase. 
 
While hurt and discouraged, the faithful prophet nonetheless followed this with a related lesson 
(19:1-15).  L eaving the city via the P otsherd Gate, he went into the V alley of Hinnom (or Ben 
Hinnom), where the city's refuse was dumped.  This 'unclean' place also served as a frequent site 
for sacrifices to idols.  In this unattractive setting, Jeremiah smashed a clay jar to illustrate what 
would happen to the city if the people did not return in their hearts to God. 
 
L ike the people of God in Jeremiah's time, many 'believers' today want to pretend that God will 
never really judge or punish anyone.  This harmful delusion has seduced many otherwise 
faithful, kind-hearted persons.  As in Jeremiah's time, there are many today who teach us that, 
once we have a relationship with God, we can never lose it.  It is true, of course, that no third 
party can ever deprive us of our salvation, of God's grace, or of our closeness with him.  But we 
can, of our own will, stray from him if we do not honor his Word and will at all times. 
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Twelv e: Rej ec tion B y Men V s.  Rej ec tion B y G od  (Jeremiah 2 0 :1 -2 1 :1 4) 

 
Jeremiah's ministry was never popular, appreciated, or respected.  In these two chapters, we see 
some of the conflict and unpopularity that he endured.  These sufferings were not pointless or 
random, for they teach some important lessons.  The faithful prophet was constantly rejected by 
other humans.  But they, by their own actions, ran the far greater and more dangerous risk of 
rejection by God. 
 
A priest named P ashhur was offended by Jeremiah's teaching that Jerusalem and Judah faced 
punishment from God, so he seized the prophet and subjected him to beating and to public 
humiliation in the stocks (20:1-6).  By these authoritarian tactics, the brutish P ashhur hoped to 
silence a message that annoyed him.  But Jeremiah refused to alter the truth;  he not only 
reiterated that destruction and exile were coming, but also added that the faithless P ashhur would 
himself be taken prisoner by the Babylonians, so that all would see him to be a liar and a phony.  
Again and again, Jeremiah stood alone for the truth, and he never tampered with God's message. 
 
He also did this despite considerable inner agony (20:7-18 ).  As most of us would have, Jeremiah 
fell into despair because of the lack of positive results from his preaching.  At times, he even 
wished that he had never been born.  Yet he always knew with certainty that God had all true 
power and all true wisdom.  Therefore, despite his current misery, Jeremiah remained completely 
loyal to God and completely true to the message God gave him to proclaim. 
 
In a separate incident just before the fall of Jerusalem and the exile to Babylon, Z edekiah (the 
last king of Judah) asked God, through Jeremiah, to rescue him and his kingdom (21:1-14).  
After the nation's many sins and its lack of penitence, and in spite of his own idolatrous behavior, 
Z edekiah still believed that God should perform a miraculous rescue for the king's benefit. 
 
The absurdity of this expectation is emphasized by his choice of the loutish P ashhur (see above) 
as his messenger to the faithful Jeremiah.  The king's idle hope in a last-second salvation was 
obviously unfounded, and yet he is little different from many today who think that they can 
indulge their selfish desires whenever they wish, and yet still expect God to rescue them from the 
problems that they themselves have caused. 
 
S ince the king asked only out of self-interest, without repentance, faith, or humility, Jeremiah 
answered him harshly.  Just as Z edekiah and his people continued to reject God's Word and will, 
so now God rejected Z edekiah's plea for mercy.  God does love mercy, and he frequently saves 
genuine believers from the very brink of disaster.  In his compassion, he will even save faithless 
persons in the hope that they will turn and seek him.  But to those who, like Z edekiah, view God 
only as a desperation last chance, God is by no means obligated to respond. 
 
It is a painful thing to be rejected by other humans.  But it is much worse to be rejected by God, 
as the consequences and implications are far graver.  Fortunately, no one ever has to be rejected 
by both, and when God accepts us, we are accepted for an eternity of his favor and blessing. 
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Thirteen: K ings,  Prophets,  & The Righteous B ranc h (Jeremiah 2 2  & 2 3 ) 

 
D uring Jeremiah's lifetime, God was forced to bring stern discipline upon his people, and thus 
Jeremiah's message of hope found its fulfillment only in the future.  He and most of his listeners 
had to endure the discipline without seeing its rewards, comforted only by knowing that the few 
faithful believers of their time were playing an invaluable part in God's long-term plans.  Even 
the kings and prophets of the day were foolish and ungodly, providing little or no spiritual 
leadership.  But God promised better things to come. 
 
Jeremiah began prophesying during the days of the godly K ing Josiah.  But from Josiah's death 
until the fall of Jerusalem, Judah had ineffective, unspiritual rulers, whose sins and folly 
Jeremiah criticizes harshly (Jeremiah 22:1-10).  Josiah's unworthy son Jehoahaz (or S hallum) 
loved luxury and dishonest gain (Jeremiah 22:11-17).  He offended the P haraoh of Egypt, who 
attacked and took Jehoahaz prisoner (2 K ings 23:31-34).  His successor and brother Eliakim (or 
Jehoiakim) was a cruel, murderous king (Jeremiah 22:18 -23) whose inept diplomacy led to his 
overthrow (2 K ings 23:36-24:7).  Jehoiakim's son Jehoiachin (or Coniah) was no better 
(Jeremiah 22:24-30, 2 K ings 24:8 -14). 
 
These three unworthy rulers, along with Jehoiachin's uncle K ing Z edekiah (whom we met in 
Jeremiah 21), were responsible for much of the sin and spiritual sickness that characterized the 
last years of what was once a great kingdom.  But these worthless persons, guilty as they were, 
formed only the last few sad links in a centuries-long chain of poor spiritual leadership.  The 
kingdoms of Israel and Judah were constantly afflicted by kings and 'leaders' whose thoughts 
were on power, authority, personal greatness, wealth, and other worldly and sinful things. 
 
But Jeremiah foretold a day, then still far in the future, when a new and perfect kind of leader 
would replace these useless kings and the equally useless prophets (see below).  The righteous 
Branch would change everything, by himself spanning the gulf between sinful, weak, mortal 
humans and the perfect, eternal God (Jeremiah 23:1-8 ).  Human leaders are inherently flawed, 
weak, and perishable, sand thus no human will ever be an ideal spiritual leader.  But the Branch, 
the Messiah, would be perfect, and he would carry out a perfect ministry. 
 
The Christ (or Messiah) is called the Branch here and also in S criptures such as Isaiah 4:2 and 
11:1.  Figuratively, he is a Branch because Jesus was a shoot or descendant of the family of 
D avid, from the tribe of Judah.  L iterally and prophetically, the title of Branch refers to Nazareth, 
the town where Jesus grew up, since the town's name comes from the Hebrew word for 'branch'. 
 
But in Jeremiah's lifetime, even those considered prophets were unreliable, shamelessly teaching 
lies and delusions (Jeremiah 23:9-40). Jeremiah fearlessly proclaimed the truth, and was rejected 
and attacked.  But when these false prophets told pleasant lies to the people, they were rewarded 
with popularity and gain.  This is hardly different from the ways that humans respond to teachers 
in almost any era.  Whether prophet, teacher, politician, or celebrity, the liar who tells others 
what they want to hear will always be popular.  Meanwhile, the humble teachers of the truth will 
find support only amongst those who selflessly seek God on his own terms.  This is what God 
wills, and this is what pleases him. 
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Fourteen: B askets Of Figs (Jeremiah 2 4) 

 
When it became apparent that Jeremiah's prophecies of doom and exile were beginning to come 
true, the people finally began to think about the future.  The Babylonians invaded three different 
times, on each occasion taking groups of captives back to Babylon with them.  Those who 
remained in Judah naturally felt that God had spared them for the task of rebuilding for the future 
- but Jeremiah used a visual illustration to indicate that this was not the case. 
 
The lesson of the figs was proclaimed just after Jehoiachin (the third of K ing Josiah's useless 
successors) was overthrown, and the second of three groups of captives were taken to Babylon 
(24:1).  By this time, it was becoming clear to all but the most stubborn hearts that God's people 
were undergoing a time of increasingly harsh discipline.  Even so, most of them retained false 
hopes, never accepting that only their own repentance and humility could turn things around. 
 
To confront these false hopes, Jeremiah found two baskets of figs near the temple (24:2-3).  One 
basket contained perfect, appetizing figs, but the other basket held rotten, worthless figs, with 
each basket representing one group of God's people.  The obvious guess, and no doubt what most 
of Jeremiah's listeners would have thought initially, would be that the 'good' basket represented 
the Jews who remained in Jerusalem and in Judea, while the 'bad' figs would be the unfortunate 
ones who were captured and forced to leave their homeland.  But in fact the opposite is true. 
 
The good figs, the desirable and useful ones, actually represent the exiles (24:4-7).  The exiles 
are the new beginning and the hope for the future.  In a foreign land, they will be forced to 
reconsider their identity as God's people.  In a land full of false pagan idols, they will learn to 
recommit themselves to the true and living God.  The problem with ancient Israel and Judah was 
never the outward, but the inward.  In Babylon, God will give the exiles a chance to develop a 
new heart of humility, and a new spirit of dependence on God. 
 
Meanwhile, those who were able to stay in Judea were really the parallel to the rotten, useless 
figs (24:8 -10).  Judah's last king, Z edekiah, was a 'rotten fig' who cared only about his own 
power and his own self-interest.  The people left with him were still complacent, and were still 
blind to their own sins.  God did not offer them any hope, but only a continued warning of even 
worse things to come.  They no longer served any purpose for the future. 
 
It is human nature for even Christians to look with envy at those who are blessed by human 
standards.  But earthly blessings do not correlate with faith, and they do not correlate with God's 
approval.  Those whom God wishes to use must be disciplined and humbled, so that they learn to 
rely on God and not on themselves.  We ought therefore to see the misfortunes in our lives and 
the injustices that we suffer not as curses, but as things that God can and will use to make us 
grow spiritually, to his glory.  That does not mean that these things won't hurt, but it does mean 
that the pain will only be temporary, and the possible blessings lasting. 
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Fifteen: Sev enty Y ears Of C aptiv ity (Jeremiah 2 5 & 2 6 ) 

 
God enabled Jeremiah both to understand his people's present spiritual ills and also to foresee 
what would happen many years in the future.  Yet this blessing was also a heavy responsibility 
for Jeremiah to carry.  He was alone in seeking to know the full truth from God, and alone in his 
willingness to proclaim the truth despite unpopularity and threats.  In this passage, Jeremiah 
details the precise length of the upcoming period of captivity, one of the most significant 
prophecies in his entire ministry.  Yet for doing so he faced increased hostility and peril. 
 
For years, God and his prophets had warned the people and pleaded with them, but they simply 
would not listen (25:1-7).  The time for teaching was over, and God had decided to use the 
Babylonians to conquer, capture, and discipline his people (25:8 -14).  Jeremiah had said all this 
before, but in this passage he adds some crucial details.  The exile to Babylon would be neither a 
final destruction nor a brief interruption.  God had already determined a period of 70 years for 
the exile and the people's spiritual healing.  Moreover, he promised afterwards to punish the 
Babylonians themselves for all the harm that they might do to God's people. 
 
Historically, this seventy-year period began in 606 BC, with the first of three Babylonian raids 
and their capture of the first of the three groups of exiles.  It ended in 536 BC, when Cyrus the 
Great of P ersia (who had conquered Babylon in 538  BC) began allowing the Israelites to return 
to their homeland.  These, as well as many other historical events in the interim, all took place 
under God's control and as part of his plans. 
 
The prophet thus called God's people to drink the cup that God offered them (25:15-38 ).  It was a 
cup of wrath and woe for the present, but to resist would only bring worse things.  The people's 
own idolatry and lack of faithfulness had brought this situation about, and God in his great love 
was about to do the only thing that could heal them.  An uncaring God could have allowed them 
to wallow in their sin and squalor, but a loving God had no alternative but to discipline them. 
 
Few persons are willing to proclaim such a message, and Jeremiah's faithfulness and compassion 
brought him not appreciation, but hostility and danger.  When he proclaimed this message in the 
temple area (26:1-6), he was arrested and threatened with death (26:7-11).  God enabled 
Jeremiah to answer the threat wisely and bravely, and a few relatively reasonable officials 
secured Jeremiah's release (26:12-19, 24).  Even so, another brave and faithful prophet, named 
Uriah, was not as fortunate: he was hunted down and killed for teaching the truth (26:20-23). 
 
If we preach the truth about God and Jesus, the world will not always like it.  They enjoy hearing 
talk of love and peace, but they are not willing to humble themselves before God in order to 
obtain these blessings.  Thus many Christians are content to teach a false gospel in order to avoid 
conflict.  God offers a desperate world the blessings it most needs: love, mercy, peace, security, 
and contentment.  But the only way to obtain these is by humility, obedience to God, self-denial, 
and faithfulness.  If we truly care about others, we must teach the world the whole truth. 
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Sixteen: Truth Ab out The Future (Jeremiah 2 7  & 2 8 ) 

 
God had long since realized that his people would have to be disciplined, exiled, and completely 
humbled, and over the course of many years he had made preparations for this discipline.  K ing 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon was in many respects a typical pagan ruler, brutal and power-
hungry.  Yet he also possessed some qualities that made him suitable for God's purposes.  In 
these two chapters of Jeremiah, the prophet explains this to the people, but once again he is faced 
with hostility, as a rival prophet seeks to contradict and discredit Jeremiah's message. 
 
God has Jeremiah carry out another symbolic action to demonstrate this message (27:1-11).  
Jeremiah puts an actual yoke around his neck as he goes out to preach, as a way of demonstrating 
that God has placed his people (and also the surrounding nations) under the yoke of 
Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon.  This decision has now been made irrevocably, and as a result, 
those who resist Nebuchadnezzar will be rebelling against God's own design.  The few faithful of 
Judah are thus called to submit to the coming discipline. 
 
This contradicted what numerous false prophets of the day were proclaiming (27:12-22).  These 
false prophets were simply telling the people what they wanted to hear, because national pride, 
personal pride, false hope, and self-centered attitudes had all combined to prevent the people 
from accepting the truth.  Jeremiah thus becomes even more specific, detailing the coming end 
down to the specific objects that the Babylonians would seize from the temple. 
 
Boldest among these false prophets was Hananiah (28 :1-17).  This conscienceless people-pleaser 
impudently predicted that the whole problem with Babylon would be over within two years.  In 
his arrogance and his craving for popularity, he even grabbed Jeremiah's illustrative yoke and 
broke it, as a haughty imitation of Jeremiah's own symbolic messages.  God's people are afflicted 
with this kind of phony in every generation.  Often, they enjoy long periods of popularity, but in 
this case, God pronounced doom for Hananiah, and the false prophet died within a short time of 
his confrontation with Jeremiah. 
 
Jeremiah's own reaction to Hananiah provides an instructive and edifying example.  He truly 
wishes that Hananiah's words of false comfort were true, and admits as much.  But to the faithful 
prophet, the truths of God are more important than either the will of the people or the desires of 
his own heart.  He thus gently but unmistakably continues to teach the truth and the truth alone, 
even when it goes against his own feelings. 
 
Jeremiah did not want to see Jerusalem destroyed, but he knew that it was going to happen.  He 
cared too much for God's people to tell them anything but the truth.  To have agreed with 
Hananiah would have made him more popular, and might even have made him feel better, but it 
would have been spiritually damaging to those who sought the truth.  L ikewise, today there are 
many Christians who truly wish that no one would stand in danger of eternal condemnation.  Too 
often, because of this desire, we decide that we have authority to contradict the sterner teachings 
in God's word.  But if we truly care about others, then we shall, like Jeremiah, stick to the truth. 
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Sev enteen: The Plans I Hav e for Y ou (Jeremiah 2 9 ) 

 
God's eternal love for his people did not change, even after many centuries of disobedience and 
idolatry.  But because God's love is a genuine love, not the kind of phony love that humans 
proclaim for one another, he had no choice but to discipline them for their good.  In this chapter, 
God uses Jeremiah to explain to the exiles in Babylon the ways that God was going to use them 
to rebuild his people spiritually, and how he would eventually (after the seventy year period 
described in chapter 25) bring them back to rebuild Israel physically.  Most of the exiles would 
not live to see this, but they could take heart in knowing God would use what had happened to 
them for a good purpose. 
 
The exile to Babylon took place in three stages.  After the second of three groups had been taken 
captive, Jeremiah wrote a letter of encouragement and instruction to those who had been 
captured (29:1-23).  The exiles naturally felt discouraged and hopeless, yet in fact they were the 
ones whom God planned to use to build for the future.  Jeremiah knew this, yet he also knew that 
their present dismay would prevent them from understanding it. 
 
The prophet thus begins with a simple exhortation for the exiles to live as normally as possible in 
their new surroundings.  They needed to avoid looking back and to avoid indulging in false 
hopes of an early return.  (Here is another reason why false prophets like Hananiah did such a 
disservice to God's people.)  Although they had to make new homes and build new communities, 
they could still experience the many simple joys of life.  They could have new homes, they could 
plant new gardens, they could continue to marry and have children.  The world had by no means 
come to an end. 
 
Jeremiah reiterates that the exile would last for a period of 70 years.  Once again, he has to dash 
the false hopes of those who may have listened to the false prophets.  But Jeremiah truly cared 
about God's people;  he didn't care or worry about being popular or liked.  He knew that those 
exiles who accepted God's will, even when it was contrary to their own desires, would be the 
ones who would make the best of their time in Babylon.  On the other hand, those who refused to 
accept God's stern teachings would, instead, live in continual anxiety and resentment, never able 
to move forward. 
 
As much as we might dream of being able to be part of something grand and exciting, we never 
really know for certain what God desires to do with us.  Our own desires often lead us to 
convince ourselves that God wants to do something specific with us, when in reality he has made 
no promises.  L ike the exiles, we must learn to accept our present situation for what it is, to be 
faithful and joyful regardless of external results or situations, and to be ready for whatever God 
wills: whether it is 70 years of patient rebuilding, or whether it is to be a part of something more 
immediate and tangible.  Whatever God wills, we can be confident that it is worthwhile. 
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Eighteen: The D ays Are C oming (Jeremiah 3 0  & 3 1 ) 

 
As Jeremiah proclaimed his prophecies, the present and future both seemed dark for God's 
people.  Indeed, many of his original listeners would experience years of living in a foreign land.  
But extraordinary developments would take place in the more distant future.  Not only would 
God rebuild the nation of Israel once his people had been spiritually healed, but he would also 
use the rebuilt nation to prepare for the coming of an entirely new covenant, a covenant that 
would bring their relationship with him onto a more intimate and fulfilling level. 
 
Chapters 30 through 34 of Jeremiah are sometimes called 'the book of consolation', or 'the book 
of hope'.  In a book that predominately features messages of warning and doom, these chapters 
stand out for their strong and emphatic assurances of positive things to come.  Yet even in 
making these promises, the prophet continues to point out the sacrifices and hardships that will 
be necessary for the promises to be fulfilled.  God did not enjoy seeing his people struggle and 
suffer, but their own spiritual illness left him no alternative if he truly loved them. 
 
Among Jeremiah's many responsibilities was his duty to proclaim the future restoration of Israel 
(or Judah) as a nation (30:1-11).  No matter what would happen in the short term, no matter how 
many indignities and impositions they might suffer at the hands of unbelievers, the situation 
would not last.  We, likewise, are exiles in a world that worships the present rather than God, and 
this situation can become quite painful and depressing.  But it too will last only for a time. 
 
God again emphasizes that the people's sin, idolatry, and spiritual rebellion left him no choice 
but to do this (30:12-24).  Truly, their spiritual wounds and illnesses had become incurable by 
any other means.  L ike them, we often underestimate the severity of our spiritual needs and 
problems.  Only the shedding of blood can forgive sin, and only through occasional discipline 
will we remain faithful. 
 
But the joys and victories of the future will have to be prepared by the trials and sufferings of the 
present (31:1-30).  The people must first be purified in mind and heart, or else they will be of no 
use to God.  In this passage, verse 15 is particularly significant in that Matthew also applies it to 
the circumstances surrounding Jesus' birth.  Just as innocent children were slaughtered in Herod's 
rage, yet Jesus was protected, so also in Jeremiah's day some harmless and faithful persons 
would suffer for the sins of the rest of the nation.  It is not God who willed this unpleasant reality 
- rather, our own sin inevitably harms others. 
 
One of the greatest of God's assurances through Jeremiah was the promise of a new covenant 
(31:31-40).  The writer of Hebrews quoted from this passage to demonstrate how Jeremiah's 
promises were fulfilled through Jesus.  Although Jeremiah and his listeners would never live to 
see the Messiah, they could still know, almost six hundred years before his coming, that they 
were playing a role in preparing the way for him.  They also had God's assurance of the kind of 
relationship that he wanted with his people: one of intimacy, understanding and compassion.  
This too is what he wants for us, but we too must be faithful and humble if we want to 
experience these greatest of God's blessings. 
 
- Mark Garner, Northland Church of Christ, Columbus, Ohio, 2007 
© 2007 by Mark Garner 
Congregations and individuals may make or print copies of these notes for home, class, or small group study, without further 
permission, provided that the author and congregation are credited. Any other use requires the permission of the author. 



HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Nineteen: The C ertainty of G od ' s Promises (Jeremiah 3 2  & 3 3 ) 

 
As the faithful Jeremiah continued to proclaim the message that God had given him, he himself 
was called upon to put his faith into practice.  In the simple act of redeeming a field from a 
relative, Jeremiah demonstrates his confidence in God's promises for the future.  God himself 
also provides additional assurances, and he desires his people to live and to act in the certainty 
that his plans for them will be fulfilled at the proper time. 
 
As Jeremiah is imprisoned for again arousing the hostility of the king (32:1-5), God calls him to 
perform an act of faith, by redeeming a field from a relative (32:6-15).  In ancient Israel, this was 
a common part of life, for both God's L aw and Israelite customs provided for land to remain 
within one family indefinitely.  Yet the circumstances here are different, because Jeremiah 
knows - and has been preaching publicly - that the Babylonians are about to conquer Jerusalem 
and Judah, and seize all of the land for themselves.  In fact, the final siege had already begun 
(note verse 24). 
 
S o, from an earthly viewpoint, it made little sense for Jeremiah to buy the field;  it looked as if he 
was throwing his money away.  But he knew first of all that God has a reason for everything he 
calls us to do.  And Jeremiah believed not only in the imminence of destruction by Babylon, but 
also in the certainty that God would restore the land someday.  All of this is evident in Jeremiah's 
heartfelt prayer (32:16-25).  In response, God assures his faithful prophet that the time will 
surely come when land is bought and sold again, and when other daily routines also resume in a 
spiritually cleansed Judah (32:26-44). 
 
God then speaks further through the imprisoned prophet, detailing what he will do and reiterating 
the certainty of his promises (33:1-26).  In particular, God confirms the promise of the righteous 
Branch (verses 14-16;  mentioned earlier in Jeremiah 23:5-6) as the ultimate fulfillment of his 
relationship with his people.  God also emphasizes the importance of his covenant and of his 
people's faithfulness to it.  For his part, God gas always been absolutely faithful to his own 
promises and to the covenants he has established. 
 
Once more, we see how Jeremiah is called upon to be an example to a benighted and hardened 
populace.  We too shall often be called upon to perform acts of faith that seem at the time not to 
have any purpose or to bring any hope.  But like Jeremiah, we are but one small link in God's 
plans.  Jeremiah responded faithfully to God's call, despite his imprisonment and his own 
message of doom. 
 
In Christ Jesus, we have promises from God that are even more certain, since Jesus' blood has 
brought cleansing for sins once for all.  No longer is salvation deferred until a future generation, 
no longer do we have to use our weak human knowledge to guess what the Messiah might be 
like.  We still shall, as did Jeremiah, be called upon to endure hardship in the name of God.  But 
we have a deeper and even more certain assurance to draw upon whenever things are difficult. 
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Twenty: Promises B roken,  Promises K ept (Jeremiah 3 4 & 3 5) 

 
These two chapters form an interesting and important parallel with 'the book of hope' in the 
previous four chapters.  Jeremiah has demonstrated, by word and action, his own confidence in 
God's promises.  Indeed, one of the main aspects of his prophetic ministry is to remind us of the 
absolute faithfulness of God's love for his people, and of the absolute certainty of his promises.  
Now, the prophet provides us with a contrast, in terms of the ways that humans act in regard to 
the promises that they themselves make. 
 
The negative example comes from K ing Z edekiah and the ruling classes of Jerusalem (chapter 
34).  D espite Z edekiah's personal unfaithfulness, God had promised the king that he would 
merely be captured, rather than killed, by the Babylonians when they took the city (34:1-7). 
 
Then Z edekiah arranges with the upper classes to issue a proclamation of freedom for all of the 
slaves in Jerusalem (34:8 -10;  in ancient Israel, slavery usually occurred because of heavy 
indebtedness or other financially desperate situations).  This was not necessarily an act of 
generosity, but of stinginess, for the Babylonian siege had made it much more expensive for 
slave owners to feed and house their slaves.  The king and his allies then compound their sin by 
changing their minds and re-enslaving many of their brothers and sisters (34:11), presumably 
when conditions started to look a little better. 
 
Through the prophet, God sharply rebukes Z edekiah and the others, and indicates that this 
selfish, dishonest treatment of others will result in harsher punishment when the city falls (34:12-
22).  Not only did they ignore God's Word and treat his prophet with contempt, but they even 
ignored their own words.  They were so faithless that they could not even remain faithful to their 
own promises, much less to God's. 
 
On the other hand, Jeremiah found a positive example in the family of the R ecabites (chapter 
35).  Jeremiah first learned of these persons when God told him to invite the R ecabite family to 
drink wine with him.  In response, they explained that they never drank wine because of a 
promise made by their ancestor Jonadab.  (Jonadab, or Jehonadab, is mentioned in 2 K ings 10:15 
as a rare man of faith in another era when rampant idolatry was the norm.) 
 
God is quick to point out the contrast between the R ecabites and the rich of Jerusalem.  Here is a 
group of common citizens who are living faithfully under a promise that they themselves did not 
even make.  Even the imminent destruction of Jerusalem, and the probable loss of their entire 
way of life, are not enough to induce them to go back on the words they have lived by. 
 
R egardless of the faithlessness that we see around us, God expects his people to honor both his 
Word and their own words.  The worldly constantly make promises or commitments as a way of 
getting what they want, and then go back on their word when it is convenient to do so.  As in 
Jeremiah's day, this is especially common among the wealthy, the powerful, and the influential.  
If the worldly consider us foolish or unsophisticated for living by the truth, so be it.  That is a 
small price to pay for the spiritual rewards that God promises to the faithful. 
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Twenty-One: The K ing,  The Prophet,  & The Word  Of G od  (Jeremiah 3 6 ) 

 
We have seen numerous examples of the opposition and anger that Jeremiah's ministry aroused.  
The prophet himself faced many threats and dangers.  Yet, as this chapter illustrates, the deepest 
opposition and hatred were directed not at the prophet personally, but at the actual Word of God. 
 
The next several chapters (Jeremiah 36 through 45) parallel the nation's final decline with some 
of the hardships that the faithful Jeremiah faced for his devotion to the truth.  Jesus himself said 
that no servant is greater than his master, and Jeremiah is treated with brutality and scorn 
because of his faith.  If he had been faithless, he could have been popular, but like true believers 
in any era, he valued his relationship with God more than his relationships with the worldly. 
 
This first incident occurred only a few years after the death of the reformer king Josiah.  With 
Josiah's faithless son Jehoiakim now on the throne, God instructs Jeremiah to write a complete 
account of all that he had taught up to that time (36:1-3).  With the aid of his scribe Baruch, 
Jeremiah prepares a scroll with the words that God had spoken though him (36:4-7).  Baruch 
then goes to the temple and reads aloud God's warnings and exhortations, in the hope that this 
will lead to a time of repentance 36:8 -10). 
 
The temple officials are disturbed, but they do not know what to do (36:11-19).  Guessing that 
the message came from the unpopular Jeremiah, they decide to tell the king, and they warn 
Baruch that he and the prophet should hide.  Indeed, the king's reaction is anything but godly. 
 
The king's response to the Word of God is as cold, ignorant, and prideful as any such example in 
S cripture (36:20-26).  As the king listens to his attendant read Jeremiah's scroll, from time to 
time he literally cuts off a portion of the scroll and burns it.  No amount of warning from 
onlookers can dissuade him from this act of pride and faithlessness.  The king's behavior reveals 
his contempt for God more clearly than any sensual indulgence or frightened rationalizations 
would have done.  He also orders the arrests of Jeremiah and Baruch, but they have already 
heeded God's warning and have hidden themselves. 
 
The king's attitude of rebellion accomplishes nothing of substance.  God simply commands 
Jeremiah to write another scroll, which the prophet obediently does at once (36:27-32).  This 
time, though, more words are added - words of judgment upon Jehoiakim.  Nor were these the 
only additions, for Jeremiah would go on to add many additional inspired messages in the years 
to come. 
 
The arrogant Jehoiakim merely expressed openly what many feel in their hearts.  Who has not at 
one time wished that he or she could view as inspired only the pleasant passages of S cripture, 
only those that agree with our own sentiments and opinions?   But, as God taught Jehoiakim, 
denial or argument does not make S cripture go away.  God's Word will often thrill us, will often 
inspire us, and will often cheer us.  But it also will often challenge our pride, our personal 
beliefs, and our lifestyles.  God always speaks for our good, regardless of our response.  L et us 
not be like Jehoiakim, who thought that he could censor God's Words.  L et us be like Jeremiah 
and Baruch, who honored and respected every Word that came from the mouth of God. 
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Twenty-Two: Und er Siege (Jeremiah 3 7  & 3 8 ) 

 
D espite the denials and the resistance of God's people, the time finally came for the Babylonians 
to close in for the final siege of Jerusalem.  Even during the final days of the kingdom of Judah, 
the persecution of Jeremiah continues, and there is a convicting parallel in these chapters.  As the 
Babylonian attack gradually overwhelms Jerusalem, the realization gradually overwhelms K ing 
Z edekiah and the unfaithful residents of Judah.  Yet they cannot admit their sin and their fault.  
Thus, the more desperate that their own situation becomes, the more they take out their fears and 
anger on the devoted Jeremiah. 
 
These two chapters detail a tense sequence of events that illustrates these points.  As Jerusalem's 
end came nearer, K ing Z edekiah became even weaker and even less capable of making good 
decisions.  Jeremiah, for his part, remained firm in the truths that God had taught him.  The 
contrast between the king and the prophet is illustrative of the differences to be found in any era 
between those who seek their treasure in this world, and those who rely on God. 
 
After consistently ignoring Jeremiah's message, Z edekiah suddenly asks Jeremiah to pray for the 
country (37:1-5).  At the time, the Egyptians had decided to stage a show of force in the hope of 
inducing the Babylonians to leave the region.  If this had worked, then it would have had the 
secondary effect of saving Judah for the time being.  Unable to put their faith in God, Z edekiah 
and his associates now hoped that P haraoh's army would be their salvation. 
 
Once more, Jeremiah has to destroy their illusions (37:6-10).  S ince the people had not changed, 
there was no reason to think that God would even consider calling off the destruction of 
Jerusalem.  But Z edekiah's misplaced hope is all too typical.  It is always easier to put our faith 
in the things of this world.  Material things, human leaders, earthly achievements, and the like 
are all more visible than God, and they may offer immediate results.  But they cannot deal with 
the root problems in human hearts, and they certainly cannot enable our sins to be forgiven. 
 
After this incident, Jeremiah is accused of treason and is thrown into prison (37:11-16).  
Amazingly, Z edekiah thinks that this will improve his chances of survival (37:17-21), and 
Jeremiah again reproves him for his completely misguided perspective.  Things get even worse 
for Jeremiah when some other officials take offense at his teachings, and persuade the weak-
willed king to allow them to throw Jeremiah into a cistern (38 :1-6).  Only the compassionate 
intervention of a foreign official, Ebed-Melech the Cushite (that is, an Ethiopian) saves Jeremiah 
from a particularly unpleasant death. 
 
Incredibly, Z edekiah still thinks that he can bargain with Jeremiah in order to save his kingdom 
(38 :13-28 ).  When he finally realizes that Jeremiah is not going to change his message, the king 
decides to shield Jeremiah from further violence, but he continues to keep the prophet in prison.  
Z edekiah never did benefit from having a great prophet like Jeremiah eager to teach him the 
truth.  He never took advantage of God's warnings or of God's merciful nature.  To the very end, 
he remained concerned only with his own desires and reputation.  Jeremiah, on the other hand, 
persevered at all times, and put his faith completely in God's promises for the future.  
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Twenty-Three: No More Illusions (Jeremiah 3 9 ) 

 
Judah's final fall and destruction had been unavoidable for a long time, yet K ing Z edekiah and 
other unfaithful Jews never accepted this fact until it actually happened.  We can never prevent 
unpleasant events simply by wishing they would not happen, nor can we prevent them by 
pretending that God is too kind and loving to allow any harm to befall us.  This chapter tersely 
describes the fall of the city, the gruesome fate of Z edekiah, and the new circumstances in which 
Jeremiah finds himself afterwards. 
 
The inevitable finally happened in 58 6 BC, as the Babylonian army broke through the city walls 
of Jerusalem and took the city (39:1-4).  Instead of trying to protect the helpless residents of the 
town, the king and his 'loyal' soldiers slipped out during the night and headed out into the 
countryside, hoping to save themselves.  How typical this is of self-important human rulers and 
'leaders', who so often reveal their real priorities in times of crisis. 
 
But neither Z edekiah nor the city can escape the inevitable (39:5-10).  The Babylonians chase 
down Z edekiah, kill his sons in front of him, and then blind him.  What is left of Z edekiah is 
shackled like a criminal and forced to march to Babylon.  R egardless of Z edekiah's crimes, it is 
sad to see him suffer such barbarous and brutal treatment.  But, on the other hand, he would have 
been spared such a ghastly end if he had listened to Jeremiah and submitted much earlier to 
God's discipline.  His own pride made his end much more painful. 
 
The Babylonian soldiers also ravage the city, destroying the walls and prominent buildings.  
They carry off as captives most of the people, yet they show some consideration for the poor, 
leaving them behind and allowing them to use vacated fields and vineyards. 
 
In contrast to the king, Jeremiah is kept safe from the general slaughter and destruction (39:11-
18 ).  A direct command to ensure the prophet's safety had come down from no less than the 
Babylonian king himself.  God also promised safety for Ebed-Melech, the Cushite (Ethiopian) 
official who had rescued Jeremiah earlier (see Jeremiah 38 :6-13). 
 
Faithful and righteous persons like Jeremiah and Ebed-Melech will often still find themselves 
caught up in the horrors that human sin causes in this world.  They deserve better, yet they suffer 
because of others' sins.  Yet, while prideful unbelievers like Z edekiah will have to drink the 
bitter cup of woe to the bottom, God cares for the faithful and watches over them. 
 
This does not mean that we shall never suffer.  Joshua and Caleb endured 40 years of wandering 
because of the unbelief of others, faithful prophets like Jeremiah and Habakkuk agonized over 
Jerusalem's fall, and we too must experience what sin does to this world.  But God never 
abandons us, and he is always with us regardless of what the world does.  Even when our bodies 
are in danger, we can be certain that our souls and spirits are always safe in God's keeping. 
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Twenty-Four: Responses To The Fall Of Jerusalem (Jeremiah 40 :1 -41 :1 5) 

 
The fall of Jerusalem, inevitable as it was, caught most of God's people by surprise.  The false 
prophets, along with the people's own false hopes, kept them from being psychologically 
prepared for the enormous shock that awaited them.  Thus the final conquest by the Babylonians 
provoked a wide variety of responses from those who remained in the land, as they saw the city 
destroyed and many of their brothers and sisters taken into captivity. 
 
Jeremiah himself simply has to make a choice as to where he might best serve God (40:1-6).  
God made sure that the Babylonians would treat him with considerable kindness, and he could 
have gone to Babylon as a welcome guest, not as a captive like the others.  But Jeremiah decides 
to stay behind, and he makes his way to Mizpah, where the Babylonians were establishing a new 
center of administration for the conquered territory. 
 
Jeremiah understood that his ministry was here in his homeland.  Now that all of his prophecies 
had come true, the main part of his work was finished.  Other, younger prophets, such as Ezekiel 
and D aniel, would take up the job of proclaiming God's Word amongst the exiles.  These 
prophets would guide the people as they established a fresh start.  Yet God still had a few things 
for Jeremiah to do, and they would take place in the now-devastated land where he had been 
teaching for so many years. 
 
S adly, there would soon be more turmoil in Judah (40:7-41: 10).  The new governor, Gedaliah, 
was ready to follow Jeremiah's long-ignored advice to live in peace under the Babylonians.  But 
just as he was getting underway, he fell victim to a plot instigated by the neighboring 
Ammonites, an old enemy of the Jews.  Although the governor was warned in time, he did not 
take the warning seriously enough. 
 
Thus a power-hungry, violent individual named Ishmael assassinated the governor and began a 
widespread slaughter of both Jews and Babylonians, throwing the land into terror and chaos once 
again.  Only quick action by Johanan, a loyal associate of the late governor (who had tried earlier 
to warn Gedaliah), was able to stop Ishmael from still further acts of bloodshed (41:11-15).  Yet 
now the frightened, demoralized survivors faced likely reprisals from the Babylonians. 
 
The aftermath of a disaster often brings out what a person is really like.  Here we see a wide 
range of personalities and responses.  Jeremiah faithfully readies himself for further ministry, 
while Johanan also behaved commendably, to the best of his abilities.  The administration-
minded Gedaliah had good plans, but he was not alert to new dangers, and foolishly ignored an 
important warning.  Meanwhile, the cold-hearted king of the Ammonites, the vile traitor Ishmael, 
and their henchmen could think only of how they would exploit the miseries of others. 
 
S uch a wide-ranging variety of responses can often be seen in any era.  L iving in a sin-filled, 
temporary world will test our hearts and our characters again and again.  Trials and misfortunes 
will reveal what is inside us.  S ometimes we may find a measure of faith that we didn't realize 
we had, while at other times we may be dismayed or frightened at our reactions.  Yet in all cases, 
we should above all entrust ourselves to God, live as he calls us to live, and learn whatever 
lessons he has for us. 
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Twenty-Fiv e: False Hopes Persist (Jeremiah 41 :1 6 -44) 

 
We begin now to see why God planned to rebuild his people through the exiles, rather than using 
those who remained in Judah after the Babylonian conquest.  Even after all that has happened, 
even after mocking and persecuting Jeremiah only to see everything he said come true, even after 
the tumultuous events subsequent to the fall of Jerusalem, they still have not learned much, and 
they have definitely not humbled themselves.  They still refuse to heed what God tells them to 
do, and as a result they simply create new problems for themselves. 
 
The land had experienced new turmoil when Gedaliah the governor was assassinated, in an 
uprising in which many other Jews and Babylonians died.  Johanan, an officer loyal to the 
governor, had rallied others and defeated the killers, but he was now filled with fear over 
possible repercussions from the Babylonians (41:16-18 ).  Johanan thought that it might be best 
for everyone to flee to Egypt, where they would not be blamed for the governor's death. 
 
Having finally realized that the prophet Jeremiah would give them the full truth from God, 
Johanan and the others ask Jeremiah to tell them what God wanted them to do (42:1-6).  They 
ask this in apparent sincerity, even making a special vow to follow whatever advice the prophet 
gives them.  This seems promising, but when Jeremiah returns with a message from God telling 
them to stay in Judah, and not to flee to Egypt (42:7-22), Johanan and his associates suddenly 
turn against Jeremiah (43:1-3), accusing him of lying. 
 
It is always easy for us to promise that we will do whatever God calls us to do.  But it is another 
matter entirely for us actually to submit to his will when it is not what we wish to do.  Johanan 
responded to the initial crisis with diligence and a solid sense of responsibility, but now he too 
reveals a sad and sinful side of his character.  He leads a large group of people in deliberate 
disobedience to God, taking them to Egypt (43:4-7), and he even forces the unfortunate Jeremiah 
to come with them.  Through the prophet, God warns them of the discipline and punishment that 
awaits them in the future, yet this does not persuade them either (43:8 -44:30). 
 
All this takes place even after they have seen the drastic and undeniable consequences of 
ignoring God's Word.  Yet in some respects they are little different from us.  God has constantly 
reminded us, through the S criptures and through experience, that we should distrust and 
disregard the world, its leaders, and its values;  yet we persistently find ourselves more passionate 
about the world's affairs than about God's.  God emphatically warns us against sin, and yet we 
flirt with it just as the world does. 
 
Most of all, it is sad to see these persons have such close contact with a completely faithful, 
fearless prophet like Jeremiah, and yet learn so little from him.  We have even more complete 
access to the very Words of God.  Will we then disregard them as Johanan did, or will we respect 
and follow them as Jeremiah did, regardless of the consequences?  
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Twenty-Six: Message To A Faithful Helper (Jeremiah 45) 

 
Although this chapter is added almost as a postscript to fall of Jerusalem, it actually recalls 
discussions of earlier years, at a time when Judah was just entering its final stages of decline.  At 
that time, God spoke personally to Jeremiah's faithful helper Baruch, foretelling his own role in 
coming events, and indicating to him what his personal expectations ought to be in the days to 
come. 
 
Baruch was one of the few persons who trusted and respected Jeremiah, and who supported the 
prophet in his ministry.  At times, Baruch was the only one who stood with Jeremiah and with 
God in the face of an unbelieving nation.  It was through Baruch that Jeremiah redeemed a 
relation's property, as a gesture of faith in the future (32:12-16).  Baruch diligently recorded the 
messages that God spoke through Jeremiah, and with Jeremiah he risked the king's wrath to 
proclaim these words (36:1-19, 27-32).  In the final crisis, when the people once more rejected 
God's Word and fled to Egypt, it was again Baruch who stood with Jeremiah and shared in his 
unpopularity (43:1-7). 
 
Having participated in so many tumultuous events, it is no wonder that Baruch, like Jeremiah 
himself, had times when he wondered whether God was looking after him, and when he 
questioned the wisdom of what he and Jeremiah were doing (45:1-3).  Unlike Jeremiah, whose 
lengthy expressions of despair and unhappiness are recorded earlier in the book, Baruch seems to 
have kept most of his thoughts to himself.  Thus, in these verses, God anticipates Baruch's 
feelings and brings them out into the open, in order to answer them. 
 
In doing so, God is by no means rebuking Baruch or trying to make him feel bad.  God simply 
realizes that such doubts and questions are best addressed directly, without hiding them or 
pretending that they are not there.  No doubt Baruch did not want to give Jeremiah more 
discouragement than he already had to face.  Yet both God and Jeremiah want him to express his 
struggles openly, so that Baruch can clear his mind for the times still to come. 
 
As it happens, God can only warn Baruch of the bleak future that lies ahead for him and 
Jeremiah (45:4-5).  Baruch, like Jeremiah, lived in an age when God found it necessary to uproot 
the nation that he himself had planted.  God could not defer the discipline that was necessary for 
the nation, even though it meant that faithful servants like Jeremiah and Baruch would have to 
suffer as well.  The only honest assurance that God can give Baruch is that God will be watching 
over him and protecting his life.  Baruch, as one of the very few genuine believers whom God 
can count upon, will simply have to focus on his ministry at all costs. 
 
We too, like these two trustworthy ministers of the Word, live in a time and place in which 
hardly anyone seeks the true, living God.  Our society is littered with blasphemous distortions of 
Christianity, and even in our own fellowship the focus is too often on trivial matters or on 
personal agendas.  In such an environment, we must not be concerned about seeking popularity 
or worldly results.  Faithfulness to the truth is important above all things. 
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Twenty-Sev en: Messages to the Nations (Jeremiah 4 6 -51 ) 

 
Besides Jeremiah's preaching and teaching to God's own people, God gave him a few messages 
for the surrounding nations.  These are collected here, at the end of the main part of the book.  
Though to some degree independent of Jeremiah's main message, they also provide an important 
part of the overall picture. God disciplined his people severely, but only to heal them and prepare 
them for the future.  When he disciplined and punished nations of unbelievers, though, these 
nations sometimes vanished forever, with no chance of recovery or restoration. 
 
Jeremiah speaks first to E gypt (Jeremiah 46).  This ancient nation frequently played a part in the 
history of God's people, yet more often than not is was a dishonorable role.  O ften powerful and 
successful, proud of their past, secure in their strategic location, the ancient E gyptians loved to 
be a part of international affairs.  They used the Israelites, just as they used their other neighbors, 
in whatever fashion was to their own advantage.  God would use the Babylonians to bring them 
low, yet he holds E gypt in some regard, and promises that E gypt, unlike most of the other 
nations Jeremiah addresses, will survive (verse 26).  And so it does, even today. 
 
The P hilistines (chapter 47) had long been a source of woe to Israel; Moab (chapter 48) was 
perpetually prideful and complacent; Ammon (49:1-6) was greedy and idolatrous; and E dom 
(49:7-22) was filled with prideful, vengeful hate against Israel, its brother nation.  Given the 
blunt denunciations of these nations' sins and the vivid portrayals of their destruction, it is no 
surprise that these nations have long since disappeared, lost and unlamented in the dust of 
history.  Likewise, of the series of smaller towns and regions that Jeremiah speaks to next 
(49:23-39), only D amascus still remains. 
 
Jeremiah's most lengthy and detailed message is to Babylon (chapters 50-51).  Babylon's strength 
made it useful to God as an instrument of discipline, and while N ebuchadnezzar was king, he 
showed at times a sincere interest in learning about the living God.  But otherwise the 
Babylonians were idolatrous and violent, profiting from the destruction and oppression of other, 
smaller nations.  Their own success, self-indulgence, and violence would eventually lead to their 
downfall.  Within only a few decades, the P ersians would crush Babylon, and the once-great 
nation would never rise again. 
 
The history of the world is filled with example upon example of nations that have come and 
gone, that have enjoyed power and supremacy for a time only to collapse and disappear soon 
afterwards.  In these chapters of Jeremiah, we are reminded of once-proud nations whose affairs 
were thought to be of vital importance to the rest of the world.  As believers in the living, eternal 
God, and as seekers of his heavenly kingdom, we should learn from history not to allow 
ourselves to become pre-occupied with the affairs of this world's weak rulers and flimsy nations.  
What seems important to the world is usually trivial, while the kingdom of God will last forever. 
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HOPE & A FUTURE: 
LESSONS FROM JEREMIAH 

 
Week Twenty-Eight: Historical Summary & Postscript (Jeremiah 52) 

 
Jeremiah closes with a detailed summary of the fall of Jerusalem, which he had so often foretold.  
He also adds a final postscript, as a subtle way of re-emphasizing God's promises for the future.  
Jeremiah thus leaves us with a reminder of the comprehensive nature of God's plans and God's 
character.  God is not one-dimensional: he does not always bless, nor is he always angry.  When 
we need discipline, he will discipline; when we need compassion, he will show compassion. 
 
Jeremiah gives a review of the fall of Jerusalem in 586 BC that parallels the accounts in Kings, 
Chronicles, and earlier chapters of Jeremiah (Jeremiah 52:1-16; see also 2 Kings 24:18-25:21, 2 
Chronicles 36:11-20, and Jeremiah 39:1-10).  These familiar events are described repeatedly in 
the Scriptures, as a way of exhorting us to take careful notice of the lessons they hold. 
 
The fall of once-great Jerusalem, the enslavement of its people, and the gruesome fate of 
Zedekiah and so many others, were the culmination of a long period of spiritual hardness and 
indifference.  God will bear with our sins and weaknesses as long as possible, but he loves us too 
much to allow them to go uncorrected forever.  If we ignore his repeated urgings and cautions, 
his compels him to discipline us, painfully if necessary, in hope that we will come back to him. 
 
As an eyewitness who foresaw the city's end and who also lived through these turbulent times, 
Jeremiah records considerable extra detail about the Babylonian conquest of Jerusalem and 
Judah (52:17-30).  The prophet places particular emphasis on the destruction of the temple, the 
looting of its valuable contents, and the execution of its officials.  God permitted the brutish, 
unclean Babylonian soldiers to enter places once considered sacred and heavily restricted.  Items 
once used with great care and reverence were now seized and roughly handled by pagans with no 
idea of their spiritual significance. 
 
In allowing this, God illustrated on a physical level what the nation itself had long ago done on a 
spiritual level.  The temple, its implements, and its ceremonies were meant to be a constant 
reminder of God's presence among his people.  But by their lazy and self-indulgent attitude 
towards the things of God, they had long ago shown that they considered God's presence to have 
no real importance in their lives.  This now simply takes place on a literal level, as the items that 
represent God's presence are removed, once for all, from the city that had rejected God himself. 
 
Yet the book has a postscript, which is also appended to the end of 2 Kings (52:31-34).  Judah's 
next-to-last king, Jehoiachin, was taken prisoner to Babylon 11 years before the city fell.  We 
now learn that, another 26 years after the Babylonian conquest, Babylon's king shows Jehoiachin 
special favor, releasing him from and treating him as an honored guest.  Jehoiachin had been a 
weak, foolish, and sinful king, like most of the rest.  But he now receives a lavish portion of 
grace, just as God's people would also later be given an underserved chance to start over again. 
 
When God disciplines his people, it is only to provide hope for the future.  He is always ready to 
grant us a fresh start, a second chance, a renewed hope.  Like Jehoiachin, we can never earn 
God's forgiveness or his mercy.  We can, and should, merely accept them humbly and gratefully. 
 
- Mark Garner, Northland Church of Christ, Columbus, Ohio, 2007 
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