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THERE WILL BE A HIGHWAY FOR THE REMNANT: 
STUDIES IN ISAIAH 1-19 

 
Notes For Week One: Come, Let Us Reason Together (Isaiah 1:1-31) 

 
T he first part of Isaiah reminds us that of the many millions of souls God has created, many of 
them will nev er return to him;  yet he remains faithful and he waits patiently for those who do 
return.  T his 'remnant' is dear to God, and whenev er one of us seeks him, he will prov ide a 
'highway' so that we may find him. 
  
Hear  M e,  Y ou Heav ens;  Listen,  Ear th (Isaiah 1:1-9 ) 
 
The book of Isaiah opens with an appeal to turn to God, at a time when most of God's people have 
drifted away from God and have forgotten how much they need him.  Things look good outwardly, 
but inside they are afflicted and discontented, and they do not realize why.  The imagery in this 
scripture depicts the inner desolation that comes when we are not near God. 
 
Before the prophet describes their 'injured' heads and afflicted hearts (1:1-6), Isaiah describes his 
book as a vision from God.  Vision involves sharpness of sight, that is, ability to see things clearly.  
The prophet does not see things as he wishes them to be, but as they truly are.  He also sees things 
that will be, both 'good' and 'bad'.  Isaiah does not daydream or fantasize about God's people; he 
always tells them the truth. 
 
We are all God's own children, indeed his own creations, yet so often we willfully follow our own 
ways and willfully deny our need for him to sustain us.  Isaiah points out that even the dull-brained 
ox knows who his master is, and even the stubborn donkey acknowledges the source and location 
of his food.  So he asks us, since these beasts can have this awareness, why would we persist in 
believing that we are strong enough or wise enough to rely on our own strength and knowledge. 
 
These wounds and injuries are mostly figurative, since at this time there was outward prosperity.  
But their spirits were uneasy, restless, there was no 'soundness' in them.  Human beings are created 
with an innate need for God; to deny this is to deny our own nature.  Yet even believers try to find 
other things to play the role that God alone is meant to play.  It is far better to acknowledge our 
many weakness, so that God can give us what we need (as Jesus tells us in Revelation 3:17-18). 
 
The following images of the spiritual desolation that permeates their lives also foreshadow the 
physical discipline that may well take place unless they will turn back to God (1:7-9).  When Isaiah 
foresees invasions that will make the land laid waste*, this will only be a physical manifestation 
of the ways that the people have already allowed worldly perspectives to invade their lives. 
 

* The northern tribes would be invaded and destroyed by Assyria in 722 BC.  Judah itself would be brutally 
attacked by the Assyrians in 701 BC, and saved only by God's intervention.  And, after Isaiah's lifetime but 
foreseen by him, Babylon would attack several times, finally conquering Judah and Jerusalem in 586 BC. 

 
The image of a hut in a cucumber field* represents isolation and fragility; and the image of a city 
under siege implies fear and helplessness.  Again, when this takes place literally, it is only a 
physical parallel of the siege of the world's thinking and its ways. 
 

* Farmers used to build these temporary shelters during time of harvest, and afterwards would abandon them; 
so they were distant from home, and were not built to last. 




