
THE TIME OF GOD'S FAVOR: 
STUDIES IN 2 CORINTHIANS 

 
Notes For Week One: The God Of All Comfort (2 Corinthians 1:1-11) 

& Overview Of 2 Corinthians 
 
Paul's second epistle to the Corinthian church talks about comfort, hope, God's glory, 
understanding, reconciliation, and other things that are part of "the time of God's favor."  This 
week, we shall browse through the epistle to give us a preview of some of the main ideas and 
themes.  Next time, we shall take a look at some of the background. 
 
Overview Of 2 Corinthians 
 
We'll start by reading some excerpts from 2 Corinthians, so that we can see some of the main 
thoughts and can get a sense of the reasons why it was written.  This in turn will help us to 
consider some of the ways that reading the epistle may help us in our relationship with God. 
 
The apostle opens by talking about times of suffering, and reassures us that our Heavenly Father 
is the God of all comfort (2 Corinthians 1:1-11).  In talking about these things, Paul helps us to 
look at things from God's perspective.  So, as he tells us that God has given us many promises, 
and they are all 'yes' in Jesus (2 Corinthians 1:12-2:4), he wants us to look more deeply. 
 
Likewise, Jesus is already leading us in a triumphal procession (2 Corinthians 2:5-3:5).  When 
we turn to him, he removes the 'veils' from our hearts, so that we can see these things more 
clearly (2 Corinthians 3:6-18).  He has also given us treasure in jars of clay (2 Corinthians 4:1-
12), so that we may carry around Jesus' death and his life with us.  Whether we are at home with 
Jesus or are away from him, we walk by faith, not by sight (2 Corinthians 4:13-5:10). 
 
When Paul discusses God's message of reconciliation, he reassures us that all these things are 
part of the time of God's favor (2 Corinthians 5:11-6:2).  Learning to serve, to endure, and to 
share together (2 Corinthians 6:3-7:16) flows from this.  Likewise, we learn what it means 
spiritually to sow and reap (2 Corinthians 8:1-9:14). 
 
Our understanding of these things comes also from allowing God to help us look beyond the 
world's appearances (2 Corinthians 10:1-11:29), and to learn that God's grace is sufficient for us 
(2 Corinthians 11:30-12:10), so that may learn even to rejoice in our weakness.  Our old self was 
crucified in weakness, yet we live in Jesus (2 Corinthians 12:11-13:14).  For God has made every 
day the day of his favor. 
 
Sharing In Suffering, Sharing In Comfort (2 Corinthians 1:1-7) 
 
As the apostle phrases it later, in this world we are often hard pressed, perplexed, and struck 
down.  Yet he reassures us that even when we must suffer, at the same time comfort abounds in 
Jesus.  It seems paradoxical that suffering could produce comfort, yet with God this is possible. 
 
Even amidst our sorrows and fears, we can still comfort those in any trouble (1:1-7).  This 
comfort comes from the comfort God himself gives us with his words and with his closeness, a 
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comfort that is not based on this world's false hopes, rather the comfort of knowing who our God 
is, a peace that endures even in times of trouble. 
 
Even as we share abundantly in the sufferings of Jesus (Philippians 3:10-11), we can understand 
all the things Jesus endured for us, and can be comforted by his unfailing love for us.  So also our 
comfort abounds in Jesus, knowing that he is near, that he listens to our prayers and he 
understands what we are going through, and he will give us what our spirits need (Psalm 23:1-6).   
 
So if we are distressed, it is for the comfort and salvation of others; and if we are comforted, it is 
also for the comfort of others, and to learn and help one another to have the patient endurance 
that we see in Jesus himself.  Paul's simple yet profound saying sets aside all human logic, and 
calls us to look at things more deeply, to consider things from God's perspective. 
 
In our earthly trials, God is distressed for us in our distress (Isaiah 63:9); yet his purpose is not to 
give us short-term earthly 'happiness', rather it is to give us the eternal life and the enduring, 
quiet joy of being with our Heavenly Father. 
 
That We Might Not Rely On Ourselves (2 Corinthians 1:8-11) 
 
God does not call us to suffer for suffering's sake, nor does he punish for punishment's sake.  Yet 
at times he will allow us to walk through times of sorrow or anxiety, to help us understand what 
it means to rely on God; and in turn this draws us closer with God. 
 
God will use the sad times or confusing times or fearful times that we may endure in the world, 
to help us to rely on him, to trust his understanding rather than our own, and to let him make his 
strength perfect in our weaknesses (1:8-11). 
 
Paul writes that he does not want us to be uninformed of his hardships and his anxieties. He 
wants us to understand that everyone who follows Jesus will face opposition from the world and 
from the accuser; and everyone who cares for others will bear sorrows and fears for others, 
sometimes to the point of despairing of life itself (2 Timothy 3:10-12). 
 
So these things happen so we might rely on God, not on ourselves (Jeremiah 9:23-24).  Our own 
strength and our own intelligence and our possessions may sometimes help us deal with earthly 
matters, yet they cannot redeem us from our sins, they cannot satisfy our spirits, they cannot 
deliver us from spiritual peril.  Yet God has delivered us, and he will do so again (Psalm 31:1-5). 
 
Isaiah tells us of the year of the Lord's favor, the time of his salvation (Isaiah 61:1-4).  The good 
news of Jesus brings release from the world's darkness, and comfort to those who mourn.  He 
replaces our spirit of despair with a garment of praise and hope that can only come from 
knowing our God.  And on the day of God's favor, he can restore the ancient ruins in our hearts 
when we open them to him. 
 
- Mark Garner, June 2016 
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THE TIME OF GOD'S FAVOR: 
STUDIES IN 2 CORINTHIANS 

 
Notes For Week Two: God's Promises Are 'Yes' In Jesus (2 Corinthians 1:12-2:4) 

 
Though this world's promises are false hopes, all of God's promises are fulfilled in Jesus, in 
whom everything holds together.  God has made each day the time of his favor, and his message 
is Jesus and him crucified.  And in Jesus, God's answer is yes, that he is our Way, he is the truth, 
he is our life. 
 
We Will Come To Understand Fully (2 Corinthians 1:12-17) 
 
In this Scripture, we can see the distress that Paul feels for the Christians in Corinth; and in turn 
we can see the distress God feels for us when we wander astray.  Just as the Corinthians had 
misunderstood the apostle's intentions, so also we often misunderstand God's words and his ways 
for us.  Thus the epistle uses these things to help us understand God a little more deeply. 
 
As Paul explains the importance of speaking with honesty and integrity, he adds that this further 
calls us not to rely on worldly wisdom (1:12-14).  The more that we learn to rely on God's grace 
instead of trusting in our own knowledge or our talents, the more we will be able to speak 
sincerely and humbly.  So, when Paul addresses the tension with the Corinthian church, he will 
speak openly and truthfully about himself and about his intentions toward them. 
 
Just as the apostle hopes that the Corinthians will understand him better, it is far more important 
for us to continue understanding God and his ways even better.  As long as we remain on this 
earth, we will always understand only in part; yet seeking him will lead us even closer with our 
Heavenly Father (1 Corinthians 13:12-13). 
 
The apostle now says something directly to the Corinthians (1:15-17).  They have had a troubled 
relationship (as we can see in 1 Corinthians), and a further misunderstanding has made things 
even tenser.  Between the two inspired epistles there has been some further communication 
between them; and as part of it, Paul told them he would come soon to see them as part of his trip 
to Macedonia. 
 
Yet the apostle had previously had what he calls a 'painful visit' to Corinth (see below, 2:1), so 
he thought it better to wait before seeing them so soon.  As a result, the Corinthians are accusing 
him of being 'fickle' and of making his plans in a worldly manner.  So Paul patiently explains 
that his original plan to come was not made for worldly reasons, nor did he change his plans for 
worldly reasons. 
 
Yet before continuing with this thought, the apostle uses even this sad topic to teach us 
something about our God.  God always wants to 'visit' us; he has always wanted to be with us.  
He removes the obstacles we couldn't have removed, and builds a highway we couldn't have 
built, so that he may walk with us (Isaiah 62:10-12). 
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As Surely As God Is Faithful (2 Corinthians 1:18-2:4) 
 
The message of Jesus is always 'Yes' - yes he is near, yes he cares for us, yes he will give us 
what our spirits really need.  God is faithful and his promises are trustworthy, and he has given 
us his Spirit as a foretaste of the eternal life of being with him.  We may misunderstand his ways, 
they are always meant to give us hope and the quiet joy of knowing our God. 
 
God's many promises show us who he is and show his love for us (1:18-22).  The message of 
Jesus has always been Yes, for Jesus came to meet our deepest needs, even the deep needs we 
never realized we had.  God has put his fullness in Jesus, so he would fulfill all of his promises to 
us in Jesus.  He has called us out of the darkness, washed away our sin, and reconciled all things 
to himself (Colossians 1:13-20).  So each of us may reach out for him, and we will find him. 
 
Moreover, he puts his Spirit in our hearts, a seal that we belong to him, a gift of his closeness, 
and a deposit of what is to come, a foretaste of the special gift of God's presence.  Our human 
minds cannot fully grasp God's greatest blessings nor what he has done for us, nor can we even 
fully express these with human words, so our God gives us a double portion of grace by sending 
us his Spirit to live within us (1 Corinthians 2:9-12). 
 
So as we return to Paul's distress for the Corinthians, once again he uses this to help us see the 
depths of God's love (1:23-2:4).  Just as Paul's intention was simply to work together with them, 
so also God wants to be with us and give us the peace and joy of walking with him.  As Paul 
wrote to Corinth in distress and anguish of heart, so also God is distressed for us when we 
consider it a burden to seek him, when we rely on ourselves, when our hearts are hardened. 
 
He writes this not at all to grieve us, rather to reassure us of God's unfailing love for us, and to 
encourage us to look to him and let him give us the cleansing and healing and sanctification and 
peace that only God can give us (Isaiah 57:12-15). 
 
And God reassures us that he always says 'yes' when we want to be with him, whenever we want 
to pray and whenever we want to read his words (Psalm 27:4-8).  When we want to know him 
more closely or to be comforted by his presence, he reassures us that we may dwell with our God 
all our days.  When we want to see the beauty of the Lord, he tells us his profound truths that we 
may ponder them. 
 
He is near, and he hears us when we call; for he listens to the weakest prayers of our stammering 
tongues.  Our God is a sure foundation for all our times; and he reassures us that when we seek 
his face, seek to know who he is, he will walk with us and will tell us about his ways that are far 
higher than ours.  
 
- Mark Garner, June 2016 
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THE TIME OF GOD'S FAVOR: 
STUDIES IN 2 CORINTHIANS 

 
Notes For Week Three: Jesus' Triumphal Procession (2 Corinthians 2:5-3:6) 

 
As Paul began to address his relationship with the Corinthians, he continually reminded them to 
set their minds on things above.  So as he now addresses those who felt hurt by what he wrote, he 
reassures them not only of his care for them, but more importantly reaffirms God's love for them; 
and again he especially reminds them to think about God and his ways and his teachings. 
 
God Reaffirms Us Of His Love (2 Corinthians 2:5-13) 
 
When people realize they have done something 'wrong' and even when we were 'right,' God 
wants us to reassure them of his love for them.  The apostle also reminds us of God's call to 
forgive others "in the sight of Christ", as he has forgiven us.  By doing this, it keeps us close with 
God, and helps us to avoid being entangled by the accuser's schemes and snares. 
 
Having learned that one of the Corinthians has realized the harm he has caused (presumably the 
person referred to in 1 Corinthians 5:1), Paul now encourages the others to show him mercy and 
comfort (2:5-11).  If anyone has caused grief, it is a grief shared by all; for as he wrote them 
earlier, we are all one body (1 Corinthians 12:24b-27) and should share together both our 
sufferings and our comfort. 
 
The apostle also reminds us that forgiveness comes from Jesus, so that when we forgive one 
another, we do so in the sight of Jesus (Isaiah 44:21-23).  The accuser can turn anything into a 
scheme to turn us against one another, using a single sin to lead to a spiral of recrimination and 
anger and hatred, that can only be escaped by coming back to Jesus and letting him heal us. 
 
Paul also shares with them his hope to find peace of mind, when he was waiting uncertainly for 
Titus's report from Corinth (2:12-13).  Even though one believer had committed a grievous sin, 
the apostle was eagerly hoping for reconciliation - and this is the merest echo of God's 
compassion for the sinner and his eagerness to bring healing to those who return to him.  
 
The Aroma Of Jesus (2 Corinthians 2:14-3:6) 
 
Since we often, as Paul did, may need to bear sorrows and fears for others, the apostle comforts 
us by helping us to think about being led in procession by Jesus, and spreading the 'aroma' of him 
to those around us.  He also reminds us that our confidence and our capacity to help one another 
come only from Jesus. 
 
We are indeed captives to Christ, willingly giving our hearts to him and putting our trust and our 
hope in him (2:14-17).  He leads us in a triumphal procession that spreads the fragrance of his 
truth and his grace and salvation, a message of Jesus and him crucified (Ephesians 4:7-10; see 
also Psalm 68:17-20).  Each moment when we allow God to help us rise above our earthly 
limitations and weaknesses, this brings God glory that cannot be measured by outward results. 
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This fragrance brings life to those who are saved, and it brings death to those who do not - yet 
again this is a message of truth that helps those who listen to realize our need for God.  The 
procession of Jesus tells us of a triumph we couldn't have won (Jeremiah 31:10-11), and reminds 
us that drawing closer with God is a greater blessing than anything in this world. 
 
Who indeed is equal to such a task?  So the apostle simply reminds us to speak with sincerity, 
remember nothing except the message of Jesus and him crucified, to share the truth that comes 
from God alone, instead of relying on human knowledge and methods (James 3:17). 
 
Our confidence and our competence come only from God, not from ourselves (3:1-6).  These 
cannot be measured nor confirmed with human credentials nor by the world's letters of 
recommendation.  Rather, they are spoken of by the letter that Jesus has written on the tablets of 
our hearts, a letter written by the Spirit and with his lifeblood (Jeremiah 31:33). 
 
So we are not competent in ourselves to claim anything, for "God chose the weak things of the 
world" to shame those who think they are strong in themselves (1 Corinthians 1:27-29), so that 
our only boast would be in the cross of Jesus.  For it is the Spirit who gives life to our mortal, 
weak, fragile human bodies (Romans 8:9-11). 
 
So though we are weak and hard pressed and perplexed by this world's ways, we may rejoice in 
joining in God's heavenly procession (Psalm 118:21-29).  His cornerstone of salvation and truth 
and grace might be rejected by worldly minds, yet to those whose hope comes from above, it 
reassures us that this very day is the day of God's favor.  He shines his light on us that shows us 
the path we couldn't have found, and reassures us of our God's enduring love. 
 
- Mark Garner, June 2016 
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THE TIME OF GOD'S FAVOR: 

STUDIES IN 2 CORINTHIANS 

 

Notes For Week Four: Contemplating God With Unveiled Hearts (2 Corinthians 3:7-18) 

 

In Jesus, we have a covenant based on the Spirit who gives life, not based on a law that brings 

judgment.  When we open our hearts to him, he can take away the 'veils' that hinder us from 

understanding the glory of God's ways and what he has done for us.  In turn, this enables God to 

renew us inwardly. 

 

The Permanent Ministry Of The Spirit (2 Corinthians 3:7-11) 

 

Paul mentions two of the many reasons why the New Covenant is far more glorious than the old.  

The Law of Moses was transitory, while the ministry of the Spirit will last.  Though the old law 

was glorious in itself, it brought judgment and condemnation; while the ministry of Jesus brings 

full redemption and God's true righteousness and life. 

 

The former ministry was engraved in letters on stone (3:7-8), yet it came with glory because God 

spoke these laws in person to Moses.  Each time when Moses returned to the camp, his face 

glowed with the radiance of God's presence.  So the Israelites were afraid and could not bear to 

look at Moses' face.  So they asked him to cover his face with a veil (see Exodus 34:29-35).  And 

the ministry of the Spirit is far more glorious than this. 

 

Greater is the glory of this new ministry, for it is based on God's own righteousness rather than 

our own (3:9-11).  The ministry written on tablets of stone brought condemnation and death, 

since all of us fell short in fulfilling it.  Yet it came with glory, and God used it for his glory. 

 

The New Covenant brings full redemption and salvation to those who walk in the light of Jesus, 

so it has surpassing glory.  Jesus' death on the cross did what following laws and thousands of 

sacrifices and observing rituals could never have done, for Jesus washed away every sin with his 

blood and his love and his grace and his faithfulness (Hebr. 10:11-14), and God credits his own 

righteousness to those who believe in Jesus and follow him. 

 

Jesus' ministry also lasts forever (Hebrews 7:24-27), for he lives forever and his words live 

forever when he writes them on our hearts.  Nothing in this world can snatch us out of his hand, 

nor can anyone take away the imperishable inheritance he brings us. 

 

Taking Away The Veil (2 Corinthians 3:12-18) 
 

Just as the Israelites were afraid to see the radiance on Moses' face, so also we too may often be 

afraid to see the full glory of the message of Jesus and him crucified.  Yet he can take away the 

veils of preconceptions and misunderstandings, to free our minds from them so we can 

understand God and his words more clearly. 

 

When the apostle talks of being 'bold', he does not mean assertive nor loud; rather he calls to take 

a clearer, plainer, more 'open' look at God's message (3:12-15).  Since we have hope in things 
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above, a hope in things unseen yet eternal, he encourages us to let Jesus remove the veils on our 

hearts that make our spirits dull. 

 

As the Israelites were also reluctant to see 'the end of what is passing away', Paul also reminds us 

to be 'bold', to take a clearer look at what is important and what is true and real, and to look past 

this world's appearances and the temporary things we can see with our physical eyes (Colossians 

3:1-4).  He will develop this idea further throughout the epistle. 

 

Jesus allows us to see him with unveiled hearts when we open them to him (3:16-18).  Whenever 

we turn to Jesus, the Spirit is there; and he frees us from the world's perspectives and its futile 

ways of thinking, to help us understand more clearly God's words and his ways and the message 

of Jesus (1 Corinthians 2:6-10). 

 

When we delight in the Lord, he opens the eyes of our hearts so we may contemplate his glory 

without veils, that we may see the wonders in his words and the wonders of grace he has done 

for us (Psalm 119:17-20).  Moreover, instead of forcing us to change outwardly, he renews our 

minds and transforms us inwardly (Romans 12:2). 

 

God's glory has risen, for the time of his favor has come; and we need not look further for our 

hope and our light in this world's darkness and confusion (Isaiah 60:1-3, 60:19-21).  This glory 

comes not from us, rather it comes from God and his compassion for us.  Our light has come 

from above, and Jesus has brought his light of life to shine on us, an everlasting light that always 

reminds us of God's love, and that brings splendor to our Heavenly Father. 

 

- Mark Garner, June 2016 
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THE TIME OF GOD'S FAVOR: 

STUDIES IN 2 CORINTHIANS 

 

Notes For Week Five: Treasure In Jars Of Clay (2 Corinthians 4:1-12) 

 

The apostle has just encouraged us to let Jesus take away the veils that make it harder for us to 

understand God and his words and his ways.  So he reminds us not to let the world's thinking 

and its ways blind us, rather to let God's light shine.  And he tells us about the treasure of God's 

closeness that he has given us. 

 

God's Light Shines In Our Hearts (2 Corinthians 4:1-6) 

 

This world's darkness cannot overcome the light of the gospel of Jesus and him crucified.  So 

God reminds us not to put any 'veils' over it, instead to let Jesus' light shine clearly.  It can be 

easy for the truth to be clouded by human theologies or methods, so he reminds us to set aside 

these things so that the light of Jesus may shine unveiled. 

 

We do not lose heart when we depend on God and the message of Jesus, when we look beyond 

the world's appearances (4:1-3).  This is never as easy as it may sound, so the apostle reassures 

us simply to set forth the truth plainly (1 Corinthians 2:1-5), to let the glory of the good news of 

Jesus speak for itself, so that we and others may see who Jesus really is. 

 

Although the gospel is still veiled to many, God wants them to keep hearing it plainly; so the 

apostle reminds us not to use human means to obtain outward results.  And as Paul has said 

before, for us to do this in the sight of God. 

 

By patiently sharing the truth plainly, this allows others to see the light of the knowledge of 

God's glory (4:4-6).  God wants each of us to see his light clearly, to see the light that displays 

the glory of Jesus, who is the image of God, full of truth and full of grace and full of 

understanding and salvation (John 1:14). 

 

In the beginning God brought light into this world; and now he has said, Let light shine out of 

darkness, through our Jesus (Isaiah 9:1-2), so we may see the contrast between the world's dark 

ways and its empty thinking and its false hopes, compared with God's glory that we can see in 

the face of Jesus, the compassion and faithfulness we can see in him. 

 

Eternal Treasure In A Temporary Vessel (2 Corinthians 4:7-12) 

 

When we are hard pressed and perplexed by this world's ways, Jesus lives within us and he 

reassures us that he has always been all our strength and our hope.  As with the epistle's opening 

thoughts of sharing in Jesus' comfort even as we must share in afflictions, so now he tells us 

about Jesus' death and life both living in us. 

 

As the Psalms say, who are we, that God is mindful of us (4:7-9, see also Psalm 8:3-4, Psalm 

144:3-4).  Who is like God, who would put the precious treasure of Jesus and his Spirit and his 
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nearness in fragile jars of clay.  This is both a humbling and comforting reminder that all our 

strength and all our hope and our life are above (Isaiah 29:16-19). 

 

God is the Maker and we are the clay; and as we remember this, he will keep us close with him.  

We may indeed be hard pressed by the world's chaos and confusion and anger, we may often be 

perplexed by its futile ways and the empty objects and distinctions it chases; yet when we fix our 

eyes on things above, we do not despair. 

 

Having Jesus living in us is a paradox to human minds, yet Paul adds something else that is also 

beyond our mortal understanding to grasp fully (4:10-12).  When we walk with Jesus, both his 

death and his life live within us.  We carry around his death in our bodies, we remember what he 

endured to redeem us, and we remember how it renews us inwardly (Romans 6:6-7). 

 

This in turn lets Jesus' life also be revealed in us (Romans 6:8-10).  When we contemplate the 

cross, it also helps us see our deep need for God's mercy and grace every moment, and helps us 

understand why we couldn't ever have redeemed ourselves, and that we may also learn to share 

the truths of Jesus plainly. 

 

As we contemplate the surpassing worth of knowing Jesus, the more we will realize that nothing 

in this world can satisfy the deep needs of our spirits (Philippians 3:7-11).  So what we once 

considered gains, things we once may have considered crucial, now we consider them loss for 

the sake of knowing Jesus and becoming one with him. 

 

Our spirits want to know Jesus, for our inner being knows that he is our life, where we can find 

meaning and hope.  To know Jesus, we learn what it means to participate in the power of his 

resurrection, and what it means to participate in his sufferings, so that we may ponder the 

vastness of his majesty and the depths of his love for us. 

 

- Mark Garner, July 2016 

 

 



THE TIME OF GOD'S FAVOR: 
STUDIES IN 2 CORINTHIANS 

 
Notes For Week Six: Fixing Our Eyes On The Eternal (2 Corinthians 4:13-5:10) 

 
The gospel reveals deep truths that comfort our spirits; and the more we understand these 
teachings, the more that we long for a home outside of this world.  Yet we also face a dilemma - 
we are in this world, yet we are no longer of this world.  Our souls already long for our eternal 
home, yet our fleshly nature can still be drawn to this world's temptations and its false hopes. 
 
Our Souls Seek The Unseen (2 Corinthians 4:13-18) 
 
Our human nature seeks the seen, yet our souls seek what is eternal and imperishable.  God 
understands how difficult it can be to re-adjust our perspective so that we seek the unseen and 
eternal.  So he helps us to understand what this means, he keeps reminding us to look above, and 
he again reassures us simply to talk about the plain truths about God.   
 
Thus the apostle encourages us to learn how to let what we say and do flow naturally from faith 
in Jesus; so that we speak as we believe (4:13-15).  As we learn to do so, we also learn to rely on 
God rather than on our abilities nor on our knowledge nor on our will power; for "we have that 
Spirit of faith" that lived in Jesus; so as Paul wrote earlier, we talk about Jesus rather than about 
human ideas and plans. 
 
Thus, as Romans also tells us, the one who raised Jesus from the dead will also raise us, and he 
also gives us new life even as we must remain in this world (see, for example, Romans 8:9-11).  
And as he says this, the apostle also reminds us of the grace we share in, and the thanksgiving to 
God that we share in. 
 
Adjusting our spiritual perspective can be difficult, and cannot be attained by human methods; 
yet it too can come naturally from drawing closer with Jesus (4:16-18).  Worldly minds try to 
make themselves look better on the outside, while ignoring things in their hearts and minds that 
others cannot see.  Yet when we accept that we may be outwardly wasting away, God renews 
inwardly day by day with his words and his grace (recall Psalm 23:1-3) 
 
As he refers to our "light and momentary troubles" the apostle is aware of the apparent 
understatement.  He does not write this to diminish the afflictions and sorrows we all must bear - 
rather, he says this in an ironic manner, to help us also understand that the things we consider 
pleasure or fun are indeed very light and very momentary, things that can never satisfy our souls. 
 
As we begin to grasp this, it helps us to endure the world's afflictions, and it also helps us to 
understand that what is seen with physical eyes is temporary, a mere mist that passes away, while 
God and his words and his ways will endure forever (Psalm 102:25-27).  This in turn can 
comfort us as God removes the veils on our hearts, as he helps us to fix our eyes on what is seen 
and eternal and imperishable. 
 

 1 



Whether At Home Or Away (2 Corinthians 5:1-10) 
 
As we come to know God more deeply, the more we will long to leave this temporary body and 
be at home with our Heavenly Father.  And as we 'groan', this too points us to God.  The earthly 
things we think we need are simply reminders of our deeper need for God.  As we learn to look 
beyond the world's appearances, this makes it even easier for God to keep us close with him. 
 
Our mortal bodies are mere dust, temporary 'tents', so our spirits are waiting for our heavenly 
dwelling (5:1-5).  Our eternal house in heaven is not built by human hands, nor can it be 
described with human words; nor can human minds envision what it may look like. 
 
Meanwhile we groan, for our fleshly bodies still have needs, and have even more desires for 
things we don't really need.  Yet these can help us to be patient as we wait for "what is mortal to 
be swallowed up by life" (1 Corinthians 15:53-57), since these daily reminders help us to look 
forward to our true dwelling with God. 
 
In God's overflowing grace, he gives us his Spirit to guarantee what is to come, a foretaste of the 
eternal life of being with our God, a deposit to assure us of God's promises, the precious gift of 
his closeness even as we must remain in these earthly 'tents' (Ephesians 1:13-14). 
 
So Paul again reminds us that our confidence is in God, not in ourselves (5:6-10).  He reassures 
us of this, whether we are in this body or are at home with the Lord (Philippians 1:21-24).  While 
we are in this body, God teaches us to live by faith, not by sight.  And wherever we may be, our 
God helps us to learn what pleases him, and keeps us near as we fix our eyes on Jesus and him 
crucified. 
 
God has declared each day the time of God's favor, and he comforts our spirits day by day 
(Isaiah 49:8-13).  These may be in ways unseen by mortal eyes, yet they reassure us of his care 
for us and his compassion for the afflicted.  He can release those held captive by this world's 
futile thinking or by its chains of emptiness, and he is a light in the world's darkness and gloom, 
a light that gives us hope. 
 
He leads us to spiritual pasture even on these barren hills, where he nourishes our spirits with 
Jesus' living bread and his spiritual precepts, and he guides us to springs of water even in this 
desert, where he renews our hearts with the living water of grace.  God is faithful, and he 
watches over us day and night, and he gives those who walk in his light what our souls need. 
 
- Mark Garner, July 2016 
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THE TIME OF GOD'S FAVOR: 
STUDIES IN 2 CORINTHIANS 

 
Notes For Week Seven: The Message Of Reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:10-6:2) 

 
The more that we understand God and his words, the more we will want to be at home with him.  
Yet as we must continue living in this mortal body, he calls us to develop a new perspective on 
everything, that is, to no longer look at anyone or anything from a worldly point of view.  As we 
learn to do this, it also helps to appreciate what God has done for us. 
 
Jesus' Love For All (2 Corinthians 5:11-16) 
 
Jesus died for us all; because he loves us all.  He gives us all the same hope in things unseen yet 
eternal, and he calls us all to look beyond the world's appearances.  What we are and what we 
really need are plain to God.  Jesus came to live as one of us; he knows our burdens and our 
pains; he knows our thoughts and our ways too, yet his compassion overflows for us. 
 
As we learn to know what it is to fear the Lord, what it means to walk in reverence to him, we 
also understand our own vulnerability and our deep need for him (5:11-13).  So Paul reminds us 
no longer to persuade one another with forceful words nor human logic, rather to remind one 
another to fix our eyes on what is eternal (see also 2 Corinthians 4:18).   
 
This also implies no longer putting hope nor security nor pride in things earthly eyes can see, 
since God looks at the heart and knows our spirits.  If we may seem to be 'out of our mind', the 
good news of Jesus speaks more deeply and more truthfully than all of the world's philosophies 
and theologies and methods and ideologies.  The words of Jesus are trustworthy and true and 
reasonable (Acts 26:23-25), for they speak to our spirits. 
 
Jesus died for all so that all who walk in his light may know our God and may have eternal life 
(5:14-16).  He draws us with his love for us and his kindness (Jeremiah 31:3), so he asks us to be 
moved by his love for us, rather than be driven by outward results nor rules.  Jesus' message is to 
come near, to find rest for our souls and accept the light and easy yoke of walking with him 
(Matthew 11:28-30). 
 
The world accustoms us to look at one another from its viewpoint, looking for things on the 
surface; so Scripture frequently reminds us no longer to regard things in this way.  As we learn to 
look at who Jesus really is and what he did for us, this in turn helps us to learn how to see things 
more from God's perspective. 
 
The Old Is Gone, The New Is Here (2 Corinthians 5:17-6:2) 
 
By his perfect sacrifice, Jesus has reconciled all things with our God, and has made everything 
new.  He has made this the time of God's favor, when everyone has the chance to be reconciled 
with God, no matter what we may have done and no matter how far we may have strayed.  So the 
apostle again reminds us to let the good news of Jesus speak for itself. 
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All this is from God, because of his unfailing love and his deep understanding (5:17-21).  The 
new creation has come, so that we may no longer follow this world's thinking; he has renewed 
each of us inwardly, so that our former ways may no longer come to mind (Isaiah 65:17-18), and 
so we may understand what matters most to our Heavenly Father. 
 
In Jesus' ministry of reconciliation, his wounds brought us spiritual healing; though we were far, 
he brought us near with his lifeblood (Colossians 1:19-22).  Thus Jesus' appeal to be reconciled 
with God reassures us of all he has done for us, and it also is a call to embrace the grace that 
flows through everything in the good news of Jesus. 
 
For now is the time of God's favor (6:1-2).  It is the time of his favor in every nation and in every 
language; and in the time of his favor he hears anyone who calls on him, and he will speak his 
truths to anyone who wants to know who God is.  On the day of salvation he helps anyone who 
turns to him (see also Isaiah 49:8), showing us the path we couldn't have found and guiding us 
with his hand. 
 
Jesus has made each day the time of God's favor (Luke 4:14-21).  The Spirit rested on him, and 
he was full of truth and compassion and understanding.  The good news has come that brings 
hope to the poor in spirit and opens the eyes of the spiritually blind and gives light to those in the 
world's darkness (see also Isaiah 61:1-2).  Each day this Scripture is fulfilled, for God's words 
are full of the Spirit and are full of life; each day they speak deep truths that comfort our souls. 
 
- Mark Garner, July 2016 
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THE TIME OF GOD'S FAVOR: 
STUDIES IN 2 CORINTHIANS 

 
Notes For Week Eight: Opening Our Hearts To Jesus (2 Corinthians 6:3-7:16) 

 
In the next two chapters, the apostle helps us understand what it means to open our hearts to 
Jesus, who poured out his life for us.  In this context, he reminds us not to allow ourselves to be 
'yoked' to this world's perspectives nor its ways.  He also again discusses his relationship with 
the Corinthians, in order to help us understand some things about God's nature. 
 
Renewal In This Wilderness (2 Corinthians 6:3-7:1) 
 
As we read earlier about letting God remove the 'veils' on our hearts, now Paul reminds us of 
God's appeal to us to open our hearts to him, to listen to him rather than to the world, to look past 
the world's appearances and its distractions.  As we learn to do so, God can draw us even nearer, 
and he can help us understand how we can even be "sorrowful, yet always rejoicing." 
 
When the apostle describes what he has endured, he is also describing how Jesus himself opened 
wide his heart to us (6:3-13).  Everything that Paul has done was simply following in Jesus' 
footsteps, as he was moved by Jesus' love.  So he hopes that we will consider the great endurance 
of Jesus, his understanding, his kindness, and his truthful speech. 
 
Again we see the paradox of being sorrowful, yet always rejoicing, sharing abundantly in Jesus' 
sufferings yet at the same time sharing abundantly in his comfort.  With this in mind, the apostle 
appeals to the Corinthians to open their hearts not only to him, but especially to open wide their 
hearts to Jesus, to let him come in, as a 'fair exchange.' 
 
With this in mind, we can understand God's call to come out and be separate from the world, not 
to be 'yoked together with unbelievers' (6:14-7:1).  This can be helpful to remember in our 
human relationships, as long as it is applied carefully, since many of those around us do not have 
the same perspective.  The stark contrasts Paul uses to describe this, and the Old Testament 
quotes, are meant to help us remember this and be cautious not to let ourselves be led astray. 
 
On a deeper level, it is a reminder to let God remove the world's yokes, its empty ways of 
thinking that confine our minds, its perspectives that chain our spirits.  God wants to be near, so 
that we may walk with him (Leviticus 26:12-13); so as Jesus told us, to take up his 'easy yoke' 
instead of following the paths of this world.  As he has written us before, he calls us to fix our 
eyes on unseen and eternal things.  
 
Likewise, he calls us to come out of the darkness and to walk in his light, to look at things 
differently; yet he also reassures us that God is aware that this adjustment takes time, so he is 
patient with us (Isaiah 52:11-12).  So, in view of God's many promises that have been made Yes 
in Jesus, God asks us to let him purify us and to remove the idols and self inside us, so that we 
may live in holiness out of reverence for God, to let him be our life and our only hope. 
 
 

 1 



Making Room In Our Hearts (2 Corinthians 7:2-16) 
 
Our God understands how often we face fears and sorrows and conflicts, so he does not speak to 
us harshly.  Rather, God reminds us to make room for him in our hearts, so that he may comfort 
us and may renew us and may transform us.  As he does this, we can also come to understand his 
ways more clearly. 
 
God does not speak to condemn us, rather he has a place for all of us in his heart (7:2-7).  The 
apostle again wants the Corinthians to look beyond their personal relationship with him, and to 
think about God himself and the way he treats us.  He has not wronged nor corrupted nor 
exploited anyone, rather he endures everything for our sakes and treats us gently (Isaiah 42:1-4). 
 
Thus God comforts the downcast.  Just as he sent Titus to comfort Paul with an encouraging 
report from Corinth, so also God may choose any number of ways to comfort us and to remind 
us that this is the time of his favor.  This is why he asks us to make room for him in our hearts, 
just to take some time to pray and read and meditate, to give him the chance to comfort us and 
help us understand. 
 
As Paul compares godly sorrow and worldly sorrow, he helps us to consider the ways we 
respond to daily matters and things around us; that is, to consider how God responds (7:8-16).  
Responding as God intended does not necessitate dramatic emotions nor frantic efforts; instead 
we can allow God to soften and purify our hearts, so we may learn to walk in step with him 
(Galatians 5:24-25), and learn to care about what matters to him. 
 
This allows God to produce spiritual fruit in and out of season.  When we make room for him in 
our hearts, instead of relying on our own strength nor our will power, he reassures us to do things 
just out of love and reverence for him, rather than being motivated by worldly means.  It is only 
God who can prove us innocent; for in spite of our many mistakes and sins, he vindicates us with 
his compassion and his concern for us and his overflowing grace (Psalm 138:6-8). 
 
The Old Testament often uses the image of renewal in the desert to reassure us to live by faith, 
not by sight (Isaiah 48:12-21).  God is our first and our last; he formed us and knows our hearts, 
and he is our faithful God who gives us the spiritual nourishment we need.  When we walk with 
him his paths bring peace to our souls even amidst the world's noise and chaos. 
 
He calls us to leave behind Babylon's ways, to stop trusting in human talents and strength and 
possessions, and to put our trust in our Heavenly Father, for he will lead us to flowing water in 
the desert, and will show us spiritual treasures just beyond the appearances. 
 
- Mark Garner, July 2016 
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THE TIME OF GOD'S FAVOR: 
STUDIES IN 2 CORINTHIANS 

 
Notes For Week Nine: Sowing & Reaping (2 Corinthians 8:1-9:15) 

 
The next two chapters talk about giving, financially and in other ways.  Even in the simplest 
matters of giving, numbers mean little compared with the heart.  So as Paul discusses the idea of 
sowing and reaping, he again uses this to teach us about who our God is and what he does for 
us; and he helps us to look beyond the appearances. 
 
Grace, Sharing, & Equality (2 Corinthians 8) 
 
As the apostle explains the need for a contribution for the poor, he doesn't present it as a rule nor 
as a command, and he does not use force nor guilt.  Rather, he goes out of his way to help the 
Corinthians to understand what he is doing, and he helps us to see sharing as God's grace to us; 
for it helps us to appreciate what he does for us. 
 
Paul begins with an example of extreme poverty welling up in generosity (8:1-9).  The 
impoverished Macedonians had heard about the poor elsewhere, and they had eagerly asked to 
contribute too.  Their contribution was probably not large in terms of numbers, yet this in itself 
was a gift of God's grace to the Macedonians themselves.  As with the woman giving the two 
coins at the temple, the Macedonians acted in faith and compassion. 
 
So the apostle uses this one example to encourage us to look deeper.  Jesus himself was rich; he 
was in very nature God, yet he willingly became poor for our sakes (Philippians 2:6-8).  Through 
his poverty, he allows God to make us rich in spiritual blessings, so that God's blessings of peace 
and hope and grace may flow to the poor in spirit. 
 
This also helps us understand what it means, "that there might be equality" (8:10-24).  The 
willingness to share (material things or time or anything else) matters more than what one doesn't 
have; so rather than blaming us for what we lack, God reassures us about what we do have 
(Matthew 10:42).  In this way, he helps us to see how he can use this supply one another from 
our plenty. 
 
The quotation about not having too much and not having too little comes from the way God gave 
the Israelites the manna from heaven (Exodus 16:15-18), a reminder to us all that everything we 
have comes from God, not from ourselves.  With this in mind, Paul describes the arrangements 
for carrying the offering.  He wants to use this act of sharing "to honor the Lord himself." 
 
God's Abundant Blessings (2 Corinthians 9) 
 
The idea of sowing and reaping goes well beyond the literal examples.  When we open wide our 
hearts to God, he can increase our understanding and the peace and hope we have in him.  So the 
apostle helps us see that as we share what we have, the willingness matters rather than the 
numbers, for this allows God to understand his care for us. 
 
God is able to bless us in what we need, and he often uses us to help one another see the many 
ways he can do this (9:1-9).  Paul shows the Macedonians and Corinthians how they can give 
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one another mutual encouragement and reassurance, that no matter what things may look like, 
God can always use our times to bring us closer with him. 
 
Sowing to please the flesh will never satisfy us, so God patiently reminds us instead to sow to 
please the Spirit, even when we can't see any tangible results (Galatians 6:7-9).  God can supply 
us with all the things we really need; and as we learn to walk by faith, we can become even more 
appreciative for what God does for us, and we can understand even more clearly his compassion 
for us. 
 
It is God himself who enlarges our spiritual harvest, because of his eagerness to give us the grace 
and understanding we will always need (9:10-15).  The one who supplies seed and who gives us 
a harvest will do so abundantly as we open our hearts to him (Psalm 65:9-11).  And the more we 
do so, God will use this to bring overflowing thanksgiving.  He reassures us likewise in our 
prayers for one another. 
 
God's hope is that we may understand that the hand of the Lord has done this (Isaiah 41:17-20).  
The poor in spirit search for water, yet there is none to be found in this world.  So God leads us 
to springs in the desert, giving us peace even amidst the world's turmoil; he plants junipers of 
truth and cedars of grace in this barren and unforgiving wasteland.  And he patiently waits for us 
to consider and know that all this comes from God. 
 
- Mark Garner, July 2016 
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