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From The Elders & Minister 
Recently we sent a survey asking how you were doing 

during this pandemic season. You can very easily fill it 

out by accessing this link:  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8B6W9VT 

 

Here again are the precautions we are currently taking 

with the building worship time: 

 

The worship service time will be 10:00 a.m. Facemasks 

will be required. If you do not bring your own, one will 

be provided for you. The facemasks are to be worn at all 

times during the service apart from taking the cup and 

bread during the Lord's Supper.  We will have individual 

cups with bread on top packed and ready for each of you 

as you come into the foyer.  Instead of a collection/

contribution time, we will have a contribution plate 

where you can leave your contribution.  Bulletins will not 

be printed.  They will be on our website. 

 

Each family must sit together, and there has to be 6 feet 

or more distance from the next person or family.  Once 

service is finished, we will dismiss starting from the back 

and working towards the front, going section by sections. 

Please do not gather around in the foyer.  Our Ghana 

brothers and sisters will be starting worship at 12:00 

p.m., so please leave the parking lot by 11:40 a.m. to 

honor the space for their time of worship. 

 

For further guidelines and details, please check with the 

elders. 

 

On-Line Sunday Afternoon Bible Class 
In the Sunday afternoon on-line Bible class, the current 

series is, "I Was Blind, But Now I See" (based on John 

9).  The studies are being taught by Mark G., Phil S., 

Steve C., and Leon N.  This week, Steve will teach the 

class, beginning at 2:00 PM.  Everyone is welcome to 

join. 

Congregational Prayer Night  

September 26th 
Still some detail work to be done, so you'll see that in 

the coming weeks, but mark your calendars for Satur-

day, September 26th.  We are planning a Congrega-

tional Prayer Night, 5:45pm-7:45pm, outside in the 

parking lot.  It will be come and go, or stay the whole 

time, but very loosely structured.  Also, this will be 

subject to change based on weather as it will be strictly 

outside.  We'll set up 5 tables outside with 5 specific 

themes. The tables serve as markers of space, they will 

not actually be tables to sit around. We will still ob-

serve 6 feet minimum distance from one another.  

 

More On-Line Studies 
Every other Friday at 7:00 PM, next session September 

25 - TGIF Bible Study led by Mike Evans.  Contact 

him for details. 

 

Wednesday evenings after 7:00 PM - Pre-recorded 

Instagram Devotional by Caleb Dillinger will be avail-

able.  Contact him for details. 

 

Mondays at 7:00 PM - Women's prayer group, hosted 

by Peggy Kaiser.  Contact her for details.  If you aren't 

able to join, you can e-mail prayer requests to Peggy. 

 

Jim Robbins's Sunday evening Bible Study is tempo-

rarily postponed, while Jim recovers from knee re-

placement surgery.) 
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Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has 

given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

the dead . . .  - 1 Peter 1:3 

 

In God's great mercy, he has given us a living hope through the crucifixion and resur-

rection of Jesus.  In our Heavenly Father's abundant grace, he has given us a hope 

that cannot be shaken by this world's confusion and harshness.  In God's unending 

compassion, he has given an eternal inheritance to those who walk in the light of Je-

sus - . . . and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance 

is kept in heaven for you.  - 1 Peter 1:4 

 

Elizabeth Cecilia Clephane (1830-1869) is best remembered for writing the hymn 

"Beneath The Cross Of Jesus".  In it, she wrote, "Beneath the cross of Jesus I fain 

(eagerly) would take my stand, The shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land; A 

home within the wilderness, A rest upon the way", to express the lasting hope and 

peace that knowing Jesus can bring us. 

 

Elizabeth grew up in a small town in the Scottish countryside, where as a child she 

and her sister often wrote poems and stories to encourage one another; then, as a teen-

ager, she and her sister began devoting their time to learning the Bible and helping 

those in need.  All of her life, Elizabeth was frail and suffered many illnesses, yet her 

faith in Jesus enabled her to constantly give encouragement and help to others, lead-

ing her to be nicknamed "The Sunbeam". 

 

Likewise, Jesus brings us hope and spiritual blessings that transcend this world's cir-

cumstances, and that give us many reasons to rejoice even as we face this world's 

trials and emptiness - In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you 

may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  - 1 Peter 1:6  

 

A year before she passed away, Elizabeth wrote, "Beneath The Cross Of Jesus", 

which reflects the hope and joy that Jesus gives us.  In it she writes, "Two wonders I 

confess; The wonders of redeeming love and my unworthiness."  Indeed, the cross 

shows God's unfailing compassion to us, despite our many weaknesses and mistakes. 

 

As we humbly contemplate the cross and the empty tomb, our love for Jesus can give 

us enduring hope and meaning.  As Clephane's hymn says, "I take, O cross, thy 

shadow for my abiding place; I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of His face."  

For Jesus brings us hope all day long, and walking with him brings an inexpressible 

joy to our souls - Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you 

do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glori-

ous joy, for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  

- 1 Peter 1:8-9 

 

In his great mercy, our Father in heaven has given us salvation and redemption 

through the Lamb of God, and it is good to praise him.                 

 - Mark Garner 

A Living Hope 



Mysterious Love 
 

Mysterious love, in every scene, 

Through all His life appears: 

His spotless life exposed to pain, 

And miseries and tears. 

 

While ruffian bands the Lord surround, 

Relentless, murderous foes; 

Meek, as a lamb for slaughter bound, 

The patient Sufferer goes. 

 

’Tis finished, now aloud He cries, 

No more the law requires; 

And now (amazing sacrifice!) 

The Lord of life expires. 

 

Triumphant He ascends on high, 

The glorious work complete; 

Sin, death, and hell, low vanquished lie 

Beneath His awful feet. 

 

There with eternal glory crowned, 

The Lord, the Conqueror, reigns; 

His praise the heav’nly choirs resound, 

In their immortal strains. 

 

  - Anne Steele, 1760 

 

The Way & The Truth & The Life 
 

Jesus is the Way and the truth and the life, as well as many more things.  This autumn, some of Northland's mem-

bers will be writing about the many aspects of who Jesus is; this week, Steve Carver writes about the comfort it 

gives us to know that Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. 

 

 

Finding Comfort In Jesus 
 

John 14:6, "Jesus answered, 'I am the way and the truth and the life.  

No one comes to the Father except through me.'" 

 

What thoughts come to your mind when you read this verse? It was one of the first verses I memorized as a young 

Christian, along with related versus like Acts 4:12 and John 1:14, 17, to impress upon me that all roads do not 

lead to God and that Jesus is the only way to our Father. I still believe that that is a valid understanding of the 

verse, but when read in context, it means so much more. 

 

In the three years they spent with Jesus, the disciples saw his power over the forces of nature as well as the ail-

ments of man. They heard Jesus teach and understood, at least at some level, that his words of life were/are from 

God the Father and that he was/is the Messiah. They saw Jesus thwart the traps of the Jewish leaders in their at-

tempt to arrest and kill him. They fully expected that Jesus would return God’s kingdom here on earth, as in days 

of king David, with Jesus at its head. But by the end of John 13, Jesus told the disciples that he was going away 

and that where he was going they could not follow. This threw the disciples into grave distress because it dashed 

their hopes and expectations. Just like the disciples, there are times in our lives when our plans and expectations, 

even those we first committed to the Lord, are disrupted and even sidetracked by "life." There are other times 

when the storms of life weigh so heavily on our hearts and souls that it seems God has deserted us. 

 

Jesus understood the turmoil that his words caused his disciples and so offered comfort at the beginning of John 

14. He shared that he would come back for them and take them to be with him in a place that he had prepared. 

Jesus knew that they would not fully comprehend his promise at this point, so he reminded them of who he was/

is. Though they could not understand the full nature of his promise, he reassured them that they could fully trust 

in him, the one who made it.   

 

Jesus also understands the turmoil and anxiety that is so much a part of our lives. The promise that he made to his 

disciples he also makes to us. Because he is the way, truth, and life, we can have full assurance that he is with us 

and will keep his promise, even when the darkest storm clouds of life surround us and seem to hide him from us. 

We can say with the psalmist in Psalms 42:5, "Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? 

Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God." 

 

- Steve Carver 


