
Family Information Calendar 

Thoughts to Consider: 

1) What has remained the same in your life the longest? 

2) Have your words and actions ever not lined up? 

3) How do we make Jesus Lord of our lives? (Hint: An-

swer found in the passage!) 

 

January Challenge 
“Do something daily to remind yourself of Jesus” 

  

 Northland Ladies 
Northland Ladies 2020 Visioning Brunch Sat. 1/18 10:30 

am in E41 & E42. We would love to have your thoughts 

for 2020! Please be in prayer about how God would like 

us to participate in his plan for Northland.  If you are not 

able to attend please send your thoughts with a sister who 

will be attending.  A main dish will be provided.  Please 

bring a serving for 4 of your favorite breakfast/lunch 

item. Have a great day! 

 

Top Predictions For The New Year 
The Bible will still have all the answers. 

Prayer will still work. 

There will still be room at the Cross. 

Jesus will still love you. 

Jesus will still save the lost. 

 

- excerpts from John Clayton’s Magazine,  

"Does God Exist?", Nov/Dec 2008 

For The Month of  January 

Invitation/ Responses:  Jeff McVicker 

Foyer Duty: Jack Evans 

Greeters:  Mike and Leisha Evans 

Announcements: Art Silva 

January 2020 
12 Single Sisters Lunch 

18 Broomball with Spring Road, 3:15 

18 Northland Ladies Visioning Brunch 10:30am 

25 Tubing At Mad River Mountain 9-12 

29 Singing At Willow Brook Village 10:30am 

 

 

 

 

 

Contribution Envelopes 
Contribution envelopes for 2020 are on the table in the 

foyer.  If you don’t have envelopes and would like a 

set, please see Pam Estep or Glenn Culler. 

 
 

Contribution 

General: $5804  $5804 

Designated: $175  $175 

    

Last  

Week 

Average 

YTD 
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Services 
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Sunday Worship Service             10:30 am 
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I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne . . . Above him were seraphim, 

each with six wings . . . And they were calling to one another: Holy, holy, holy is the 

Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.  - Isaiah 6:1-3 

 

Holy, holy, holy is our Heavenly Father, his understanding is unfathomable and the 

depths of his compassion is beyond us to describe with human words.  Holy, holy, 

holy are the ways of our living God, his thoughts are eternal truths beyond earthly 

minds to grasp fully, and he knows our hearts and our inmost thoughts.  And indeed 

the whole earth is full of God's glory and his understanding and his care for his crea-

tions. 

 

Catherine of Siena lived during the devastating plagues of the 1300s and the chaos 

they led to, and she herself had a lifelong struggle with illnesses.  Yet she saw God's 

splendor and his mindfulness all around her, in living things both large and small, as 

she wrote, "The tiny ants have proceeded from His thought just as much as I, it 

caused Him just as much trouble to create the angels as these animals and the flowers 

on the trees." 

 

We can also see God's holiness in the contrast between our fragile, fallible earthly 

nature and the Lord's unfailing compassion, his eternal vastness, and his profound 

ways, as the prophet realized when he had just a glimpse of spiritual reality - At the 

sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 

with smoke.  Woe to me! I cried. I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I 

live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Al-

mighty.  - Isaiah 6:4-5 

 

Yet how gracious God is when we call on him, how reassuring and understanding he 

is as he takes away our sins when we humbly seek him and acknowledge him and our 

need for his forgiveness - 

 

Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken 

with tongs from the altar.  With it he touched my mouth and said, See, this has 

touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.  - Isaiah 6:6-7  

God not only washes away our sins with the lifeblood of his Son, he also gives us a 

closeness with him that human minds can barely begin to understand, as Jesus tells 

us, I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you (John 14:20).  As Cath-

erine of Siena said, "The soul is in God and God in the soul, just as the fish is in the 

sea and the sea in the fish." 

 

And just as God was with Isaiah through life's difficulties and hardships, God will be 

with us every step to give us hope and guidance.  As Catherine once phrased it, "All 

the way to heaven is heaven, because Jesus said, 'I am the way.'"  For Jesus is indeed 

the Way and the truth and our true life. 

 

- Mark Garner 

Holy, Holy, Holy Is The Lord 



There Is Joy In My Soul 
 

I will not be weary, tho’ trials may come, 

And troubles before me I see, 

But count them as nothing compared with the love, 

Of Jesus, my Savior, to me. 

 

I’ll sing of His love, of His wonderful love, 

Tho’ billows like mountains may roll; 

I fear not the tempest, I dread not the storm, 

For O, there is joy in my soul. 

 

  - Frances Crosby, 1902 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God's Eternal Love 
 

And so I understood that the people who in this life willingly choose God for love, may be sure they will be loved 

eternally, and it is this eternal love that works this grace in them, for he wants us to believe without doubt that we 

may all hope securely for the bliss of heaven while we are here, as we shall enjoy it securely when we are there. 

 

And it was shown that the more pleasure and joy we take in this security, with reverence and humility, the more it 

pleases him. This reverence that I have in mind is a holy, respectful fear of our Lord, which is joined to humility: 

and that means that one sees the Lord as marvelously great, and the self as marvelously small; for these virtues 

belong for ever to those who are loved by God. 

 

- Julian of Norwich (1342-1416), 

 from "Revelations of Divine Love" 

Sing To The Lord A New Song 
 

This week, Don Milnor writes about the benefits of singing praises to God.  In upcoming weeks, some more of 

Northland's members will be writing on similar topics.  

 

Benefits Of Singing Praises 
 

As a senior in high school, I was in choir for the first time. I was also baptized into Christ that year, and of course 

sang at church. I had already had played piano and other instruments for many years before this time, but I no-

ticed something: singing was different. It was a bit uncomfortable at first; I couldn't hide behind an instrument. It 

was personal, using my body to actually produce the music. 

 

An article titled “Your Brain and Singing: Why Singing in a Choir Makes You Happier” states:  "Singing (both 

listening to it and doing it) can also release dopamine, a chemical that works to help regulate the brain’s pleasure 

and reward centers." (The article also lists other positive physiological and emotional benefits from singing.) 

 

Singing is an important part of Christian worship. We can see it mentioned a lot in the New Testament as well as 

the Old, especially the Psalms. There are several benefits to singing, hearing others sing, and even watching oth-

ers sing.  Why do we sing, according to the Scriptures? 

 

Ephesians 5:1-20 has several “Don’t do this…” (bad things) “…but do this instead” (good things)  statements. 

Verses 18-20 is one of them: "Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the 

Spirit, speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your 

heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

 

Colossians 3:16 says, "Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another 

with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts." 

Many of the songs we sing either quote or paraphrase Scripture. We’ve probably memorized Scripture, intention-

ally or not, by being exposed to certain songs. Once when I was in a class where I needed to memorize a chapter, 

I made up and then recorded a song (on a cheap tape recorder) made up of the whole chapter, then listened to it a 

lot over a week. Musically, the song was lousy and will never make the radio! But it did help greatly with memo-

rizing. 

 

James 5:13 states, “Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of 

praise.” Paul and Silas also sang praises to God when they were in jail and had been beaten. This had an effect on 

the other prisoners (Acts 16:25). 

 

We participate in the worship in a personal and connecting way, being affected by singing, and by hearing and 

seeing others sing. I say seeing, thinking of two people who were at Northland many years ago. One was a college 

age young lady, and one was an older gentleman. They had some things in common: Both were not very good 

singers from a musical point of view, and they knew it. However, I especially enjoyed watching them sing, seeing 

the joy they exhibited when they did. That in itself lifted me up, and they clearly got a lot out of it as well. 

 

We bless others, and are blessed, when we praise God in song. 

 

- Don Milnor 


