
Family Information Calendar 

Today’s Sermon Title 
 Lead Like Jesus 

Theme Passage 
Matthew 4: 18-22 

 

Winter Sunday Morning Bible Class 
January - The Lord Knows Those Who Are His:  

A Study Of 2 Timothy. 

February - God's Transcendence: Who Is God? (this will 

be a prelude to this Summer's study comparing John & 

other religions) 
 

Area Wide Worship 
The area wide worship scheduled for December 30 at 

Reynoldsburg Church of Christ has been changed to 

January 6, 2019 (TODAY). 

 

Teachers Needed! 
Teachers are needed for the 2+3 year old class during 

worship. Please contact Lynn Paden or Art Siva if you 

can help in any way. 

Potluck 
There will be a congregational potluck TODAY,  follow-

ing worship service.  Join the church family in welcom-

ing Caleb and Ashley Dillinger. 

 

Save the Date 
May 3-4, 2019 Ladies Retreat at Heartland Conference 

Center. 

 

Contribution Envelopes 
Contribution envelopes for 2019 are available on the ta-

ble in the foyer.  If you don’t have envelopes and would 

like a set, please see Glenn Culler or Pam Estep. 

For The Month of  January 

Invitation/ Responses:  Jeff McVicker 

Foyer Duty:  Josh Evans 

Greeters:  Mike and Leisha Evans 

January 
6 Congregational Potluck To Welcome  

 Caleb and Ashley Dillinger 

6 Area Wide Worship At Reynoldsburg 

13 Single Sisters Lunch 

26 Snow Tubing At Mad River Mountain  

 (Weather Permitting) 9am-12pm 

30 Singing At Willow Brook Village 10:30am 

Contribution 

General: $4822  $5190 

Designated: $135  $241 

    

Last  

Week 

Average 

YTD 

 

Minister: Caleb Dillinger 

Elders: Roy Estep, Mike Evans, Jeff  McVicker, Jim Robbins 

Deacons: Lynn Champney, Perry Coate, Glenn Culler, Darrell Estep, 

Jack Evans, John Lindsay, Don Milnor, Art Silva 

Spanish Ministry: Elmer Renderos 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study                       9:30 am 

Sunday Ghana Bible Study           9:30 am 

Sunday Worship Service             10:30 am 

Sunday Ghana Worship Service  10:30 am 

Sunday Spanish Worship              3:00 pm 

Wednesday Evening                     7:00 pm 

 

Communion Servers 

Frank Akyei Patrick Boateng 

Lynn Champney Bill Chavis 

Isaac Kyeremetang Phil Stafa 

Yaw Teiki Randy Yates 

4581 Cleveland Ave. 

Columbus, Ohio 43231 

(614) 410-5860 

January 6, 2019 
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Website 

ncocfamily.org 

Surely God Is Our Strength & Our Salvation 
(With Thoughts From Emily Dickinson & Corrie ten Boom) 

 

Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The Lord, the Lord himself, 

is my strength and my defense; he has become my salvation.  - Isaiah 12:2 

 

Surely this world is full of confusion and fears; yet surely God is near, and he will be 

our strength as we face its trials and sorrows.  Surely this life is full of uncertainty, 

yet surely Jesus has come to give us hope in eternal things, and to reassure us that 

God will be with us wherever we go.  Surely we are weak and we couldn't have saved 

ourselves, so Jesus has become our salvation. As we face an unsure future, our trust is 

in God, for Jesus has opened God's wells of living water; God renews our minds with 

his words, he calms our anxious hearts with his grace, and being with him gives our 

spirits a joy that endures even in the world's storms and uproars, With joy you will 

draw water from the wells of salvation. - Isaiah 12:3 

 

Poet Emily Dickinson endured many sorrows in her life, and her poems were little-

known until her younger sister published them after Emily passed away.  She wrote 

memorably about what hope meant to her: "Hope is the thing with feathers, That 

perches in the soul, And sings the tune without the words, And never stops - at all."  

Likewise, Jesus never stops singing to us, God's love never fails, and We have this 

hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure (Hebrews 6:19).   

 

Emily Dickinson also wrote, "I never saw a moor, I never saw the sea; Yet know I 

how the heather looks, and what a wave must be.  I never spoke with God, nor visited 

in Heaven, yet certain am I of the spot, as if the chart were given." 

 

We cannot find heaven on a map, and we cannot see God with earthly eyes; yet we 

can be certain that he is near, and that he has prepared a place with him for those who 

walk by faith in Jesus.  For God does glorious wonders of grace each day, and he has 

cleansed us to make us his own children of light - Sing to the Lord, for he has done 

glorious things (Isaiah 12:5). 

 

During the world war, Corrie ten Boom was moved by her faith in Jesus to risk her 

life to help persecuted refugees, so she was eventually imprisoned by the Axis.  She 

was sent to a notorious concentration camp; and there, her faith in Jesus helped her 

endure many afflictions and fears.  After the war she devoted her life to teaching 

about Jesus' compassion and his care for everyone, and she encouraged others to, 

"entrust an unknown future to a known God." Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of 

Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel among you. - Isaiah 12:6 

 

Surely, great is our God, and he indeed dwells among us.  Surely, God's love and his 

understanding are deeper and wider than we can imagine. 

 

- Mark Garner 

Surely God Is Our Strength…. 



Studying Scriptures With . . . 
 

From time to time, we're talking with some of our brothers and sisters about the scriptures they've been reading.  

Today, we are talking with Tanya Milnor. 

 

Q: Hello Tanya! What scriptures have you been reading? 

Tanya M: I've been reading Mark and Luke, and something stood out for me that I've been thinking about as I 

continue.  The Pharisees came and began to question Jesus.  To test him, they asked him for a sign from heaven 

(Mark 8:11).  I think all of us want to see 'signs' from God, yet God wants to give us different 'signs', so Jesus an-

swers, Why does this generation ask for a sign?  Truly I tell you, no sign will be given to it (Mark 8:12).  As I 

wondered why Jesus responded like this, God helped me see that Jesus himself is the sign; so in a sense, no other 

signs are needed.  So I've been thinking about this as I read Luke. 

Q: Very true, how Jesus himself is a sign of many things about God.  What has this 'sign' meant to you as you've 

been reading? 

Tanya M: When the angel says to the shepherds, Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 

the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger 

(Luke 2:11-12), the sign was that here was God, and that here was what he would look like.  This sign took faith in 

the One who had brought it about, and calls us to look at our Messiah in a new way.  Also, when the angel speaks 

to Zechariah in Luke 1, the 'sign' was that God was doing this. 

Q. More very good thoughts.  What do you intend to read in the near future? 

Tanya M: I'm going to keep reading in the gospels, and am imagining what it would have been like to be there.  

Instead of over-analyzing, I'm praying for God to keep my eyes and ears open, so that each verse can come alive. 

 

Thank you, Tanya!   

(Tanya Milnor with Mark G., December 2018) 

 

From The Northland Archives 
 

This article was written by Larry Harris, and it appeared in the Northland bulletin on December 30, 

2012.  Larry and his wife Janet have been fixtures at Northland for many years, and Larry is especially 

known for his devotion to the Willow Brook ministries. 

 

An Eternity Ahead Of Us 
 

So here we are standing once again on the doorstep of a New Year. Our planetary home, the cosmic dust 

mote we call Earth, has completed another revolution around its star, a pinpoint of light in a vast universe 

we have named Sun. 

 

We live out our days on this dust mote believing that all the dramas and tragedies of our existence mean 

something. But when viewed from the perspective of the measureless cosmos, this earth and our little 

lives are nothing, in a pure physical sense. We are born, we live, we die – all to no lasting effect on the 

universe. 

 

But praise be to God, this physical existence isn’t all there is. At our core, each of us is a spiritual crea-

ture with an eternity ahead of us. And our dear and precious God finds us anything but insignificant. His 

eye is on this dust mote – has been from the start – and from His perspective, we are supremely special. 

After all, we are told that “God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son...” 

 

How special is that?! 

 

This cold and uncaring universe doesn’t mind if we cease to exist, but our Father does. He devised a way 

for us to leave this dust mote and spend our eternity with Him. He worked all that out for us 2,000 years 

ago when He delivered His child to us in that Bethlehem stable. 

 

So, yes, in this life I am terminal. So are you. Six years ago, I had a stare-down with cancer. But the can-

cer blinked first, so here I am today, still vertical. That episode, though, was a priceless lesson, for it 

taught me that there is an end to this life. And the truth is, it is probably closer than any of us thinks. 

 

I love this life, and I love the people I am spending it with. But it won’t last, I know. So I will cast my lot 

with Jesus, and look forward to all He has in store for me. 

 

- Larry Harris, 2012 

 

 

 

 

Answer To Last Week's Puzzle 
 

The answer to last week's Mystery Verse Word Search puzzle is: The kingdom of God has come near.  - Mark 1:15 


