
Family Information Calendar 

New Phone Number 
Marie McMasters has moved to room 203 at Willow 

Brook.  Her new phone number is 614-896-3463. 

 

Jesus Loves The Little Children 
In our loving and serving body here at Northland, we 

have many beautiful opportunities to care for the children 

God has given us.  One way is to support our children’s 

Bible classes, by sharing in teaching needs, preparing 

class materials, and serving on planning teams. We are 

embarking on a new curriculum for our children and 

hope to have help to provide a God-filled experience. 

Please see Art Silva if you can help in any of these areas 

for our children’s classes. 

Another great opportunity is with our Child Care minis-

try. Northland chose to minister to God’s children 

through this work. Lately, the body has been interacting 

more with this mission, and there will be new ways to 

serve. Please see Jeff McVicker or Tara Bell for more 

information on these plans and to participate in a Child 

Care support team. 

 

Save the Date! 
May 4-5 at the Heartland Retreat Center, Marengo, OH.  

Please mark your calendars for this Northland Women’s 

Retreat.  This will be Friday evening, May 4th thru Satur-

day, May 5th. More details to follow. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Paula Robbins requests prayers for the family of Jim 

McGreevy, her sister-in-law’s brother.  He passed away 

suddenly. 

Steve Ludolf, an employee at Evans Automotive, would 

like prayers for his wife, Melody who has MS. 

Cheryl Muir is recovering from multiple kidney stones.  

Please keep her in your prayers. 

Warren Coate requests prayers for problems with his 

guardian. 

 

For The Month of February 

Invitation/ Responses:  Jim Robbins 

Foyer Duty:  Michael Evans 

Greeters:  Jeff and Robbie McVicker 

February 
11 Services At Willow Brook 

11 Single Sisters Lunch 

16-18 Winterfest At Gatlinburg 

23 TGIF Meeting 6:30 pm 

25 Combined Worship 9:00 am 

March 
4 Spring Bible Classes Begin  

4 Teen Meeting With Young Adults 

7 Singing At Willow Brook Home, 10:30am 

11 Daylight Savings Time Begins 

11 Single Sisters Lunch 

 

 

Contribution Statements 
The contribution statements for 2017 are available in 

the church office.  

Contribution 

General: $4059  $5020 

Designated: $363  $379 

    

Last  

Week 

Average 

YTD 

 

Evangelist: Bobby Graham 

Elders: Steve Carver, Roy Estep, Mike Evans, Jeff  McVicker,  

Jim Robbins 

Deacons: Lynn Champney, Perry Coate, Glenn Culler, Darrell Estep, 

Jack Evans, John Lindsay, Don Milnor, Art Silva 

Spanish Ministry: Elmer Renderos 

Services 
Sunday Bible Study                       9:30 am 

Sunday Ghana Bible Study           9:30 am 

Sunday Worship Service             10:30 am 

Sunday Ghana Worship Service  10:30 am 

Sunday Spanish Worship              3:00 pm 

Wednesday Evening                     7:30 pm 

 

Communion Servers 

Jake Bowman Jack Evans 

Joshua Evans Michael Evans 

Mike Evans Jesse  Foster 

John Lindsay Paul Silva 

4581 Cleveland Ave. 

Columbus, Ohio 43231 

(614) 410-5860 
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While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the 

city was full of idols.  So he reasoned in the synagogue with both Jews and God-

fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace . . . Paul was preaching the good news 

about Jesus and the resurrection. - Acts 17:16-18 

 

Like ancient Athens, today's world is full of idols.  The good news of Jesus and him 

crucified and resurrected baffles human logic and reasoning; anything that speaks of 

unseen things brings strange ideas to their ears - Then they took him and brought him 

to a meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him, “May we know what this new 

teaching is that you are presenting?  You are bringing some strange ideas to our 

ears, and we would like to know what they mean.     - Acts 17:19-20 

 

Yet, it is mistaken to assume that all of the ancient Greeks literally believed all the 

myths about these 'gods', or believed they actually lived on Mount Olympus - rather, 

many Greeks understood them as a way of searching for meaning. Long ago, the 

Greeks realized that it couldn't be an accident that the sun brought them just the right 

amount of light and warmth, so they devised the 'god' Apollo, who brought the sun-

rise and the sunset.  Similarly, they invented Poseidon who ruled the seas.  Many of 

them knew that these 'gods' didn't really exist, this was their way of acknowledging 

that there was something greater. 

 

They also realized that knowledge itself comes from somewhere higher, so they 

imagined Athena, a 'goddess' who gave understanding.  Likewise, they created Deme-

ter, a 'goddess' who brought the harvest, for they knew that processes beyond human 

control enabled plants and seeds to produce growth and food.  So Paul had this in 

mind as he spoke - 

 

People of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious.  For as I walked 

around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with 

this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. So you are ignorant of the very thing you 

worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you. - Acts 17:22-23 

 

Despite all these 'gods' they had thought of, some the Athenians suspected that some-

thing was still missing.  The altar to an unknown 'god' was an acknowledgement that 

they still had a lot to learn, and Paul was able to use this very thing to proclaim the 

true, living God. Likewise, we too know so little about our God; his Word is full of 

deep teachings that we've only barely begun to grasp, and we've seen only the outer 

fringes of God's understanding - The God who made the world and everything in it is 

the Lord of heaven and earth . . . he himself gives everyone life and breath and every-

thing else. - Acts 17:24-25 

 

God is our Apollo who created the sun, God is our Poseidon who poured out the seas, 

God is our Athena who holds all truth, God is our Demeter who nourishes the soil to 

produce food, and he is much, much more.  There is a lot more for us to learn about 

our God; there are many more truths about Jesus that can nourish our souls when we 

take the time to ponder them.                 - Mark Garner 

Knowing An Unknown God 



 

There will be Sunday night Bible study (Bible Study 2:42)  tonight in room E41 

If you are not currently in a small group Bible study we ask you to consider attending Sunday  

night at the building from 6:30 p.m. till 7:30 p.m. 

 

Please pray for our teens and adults going to Winterfest. We leave on Friday February 16th and return 

on Sunday February 18th. 

 

On Sunday February 18th Bobby Graham Jr. will be preaching.  

 

SO SOW LOVE! 
  

 The law of sowing and reaping is that you reap what you sow! This is true both agriculturally 

and spiritually. (i.e. Galatians 6:7-8) It is not reasonable to think one can reap something different than 

the seeds sown. However, another law of sowing and reaping is that if you don’t sow there will be 

nothing to reap except the weeds which seem to need no help. This implies the need for action! Let us 

not underestimate the potential power of the good that can come from sowing love! 

   

 1 John 3:16-18 says; “By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to 

lay down our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, 

yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him?  Little children, let us not love in 

word or talk but in deed and in truth.” (ESV) 

   

 Just as God did not just simply say, “I love you”, but demonstrated His love by the sending of 

the Son, so the Son did not just teach about love and say, “I love you”, but also revealed the 

genuineness of His love by willingly dying for us. We too are called upon not to merely say the words, 

but to demonstrate the truth of love being a godly characteristic very much alive in the actions of daily 

life! 

   

 Having the seed of God’s love planted in our heart, let us so sow love! Not a “so-so” love, but a 

love which moves us to act and serve selflessly on behalf of others.  

 

Ellen Ward  who lives with multiple sclerosis every day. 
Joan Mauersberg 
Patricia Stevens 
Tammy Chatfield 

Be Continually In Prayer For ... 

Announcements 

A Prelude To A New Awakening 
 

Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to him, "Friend, lend me three 

loaves; for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set before him"?     

 -Luke 11:5-6 

 

In the parable we notice that after the man’s initial disappointment, he continued to knock on his 

friend’s door. Because of his importunity—his persistence—he finally persuaded his friend to 

open the door. Many men continue to knock on the door of the church at midnight, even after 

the church has so disappointed them, because they know the bread of life is there. The church 

today is challenged to proclaim God’s Son, Jesus Christ, to be the hope of men in all of their 

complex personal and social problems. Many will continue to come in quest of answers to life’s 

problems.  

 

Many young people who knock on the door are perplexed by the uncertainties of life, confused 

by daily disappointments, and disillusioned by the ambiguities of history. Some who come have 

been taken from their schools and careers and cast in the role of soldiers. We must provide them 

with the fresh bread of hope and imbue them with the conviction that God has the power to 

bring good out of evil.  

 

Some who come are tortured by a nagging guilt resulting from their wandering in the midnight 

of ethical relativism and their surrender to the doctrine of self-expression. We must lead them to 

Christ who will offer them the fresh bread of forgiveness. Some who knock are tormented by the 

fear of death as they move toward the evening of life. We must provide them with the bread of 

faith in immortality, so that they may realize that this earthly life is merely an embryonic prelude 

to a new awakening. 

 

Midnight is a confusing hour when it is difficult to be faithful. The most inspiring word that the 

church must speak is that no midnight long remains. The weary traveller by midnight who asks 

for bread is really seeking the dawn. Our eternal message of hope is that dawn will come . . . 

 

Faith in the dawn arises from the faith that God is good and just. When one believes this, he 

knows that the contradictions of life are neither final nor ultimate. He can walk through the dark 

night with the radiant conviction that all things work together for good for those that love God. 

Even the most starless midnight may herald the dawn. 

 

- Martin Luther King, Jr.,  

excerpts from a sermon, 1963 

 


